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NEW, AUTHENTIC, and COMPLETE COLLECTION of 

Voy^-ges Round theWorld, 

Undertaken and Performed by ROYAL AUTHORITY. 


Containing a New, Authentic, Entertaining, Instructive, Full, and Complete Historical ACCOUNT of 


Captain COO K’s 

Firft, Second,Third andLaft 

VOYAGES, 

Undertaken by Order of his P R E S E N T MAJESTY, 

FORMAKING 


NEW DISCOVERIES in GEOGRAPHY, NAVIGATION, ASTRONOMY, &c. 
in the Southern and Northern Hemispheres, &c. &c. See. 

His First Voyage —being profeffedly undertaken in his Majcfty Ship the Endeavour, for making New Difeoveries in the 

Southern Hemifphere, and round the World- 

His Second —In the Refoliitton and Adventiirey for making further Difeoveries towards the South Pole, and round the World. 
His Third and Last —in the Refolution and Difcov€r\\ to the Pacific Ocean, for making New Difeoveries in the Northern 
Hemifphere, and to determine the Pofition and Extent of the WeflSide of North America; its Diftance from Alia; and the 
Pradicability of a Northern Pafiage to Europe. 

Comprehending, among the greatefl Variety of the moft interefting Tranfadions, a faithful Account of all the Particulars relative to the unfortunate 

Death of Capt. Cook, with Memoirs of his Life, &c'. &c. 

Including likcwifeall the curious Remarks communicated to this Country by Capt. Cook’s principal Afliflants in performing and conduding thefe 
celebrated Voyages, viz. Sir Jofeph Banks, Dr. Solander, Dr. King, £)r. Hawkefworth, Dr. Forfter, Mr. Fprfter, Capt. Clerke, Capt. Gore, 
Mr. Ellis, &c. &c. 

Together with a Narrative of Capt. Furneaux’s Proceedings in the Adventure^ during the Separation of that Ship from the Refolution, in which Period 
feveral of his People were deftroyed by the Natives of Qiieen Charlotte’s Sound, in New Zealand. 

TO WHICH WILL BE ADDED, 

Complete and GenuineNarratives of other Voyages of Difeovery Round the World, &c. undertaken, performed, and written by EnglifliCircum- 
Navigators, &c. under the Sandion of Government, viz. thofe of Lord Byron, Capt. Wallis, Capt. Carteret, Lord Mulgrave, Lord 
Anson, &c. &c. &c. Including a faithful Relation of the Sublfance of all the moft remarkable and important Travels and Journeys, which have been 
undertaken at various Times to the different Quarters of the World ; particularly thofe of Hanway, Hamilton, Herbert, Drummond, 
PococK, Shaw, Stuart, Kalm, Carver, Dalrymple, Burnet, Addison, Barretti, Keysler, Thickness, Twiss, Brydo^ie, 
Ch.andler, Johnson, Smollet, Moore, Wraxall, See. 


The Whole comprehending a full Account, from the EARLIEST PERIOD to the PRESENT TIME, 

Of whatever is curious, entertaining, and ufeful, both by Sea and Land, in the various Countries of the known World, faithfully extraded from the 

original Journals of the refpedive Voyagers, See. Sec. Sec. 

Being the moft accurate, elegant, and perfed Edition, of the Whole of Capt. COOK’s Voyages and Discoveries, Sec. ever publilhed, and 

written in a more pleafing and elegant Stile than any other Work of the Kind. 

Illuftrated with all the elegant, fplendid, and fine Large Folio Copper-Plates, belonging to Capt. COOK’s First, Second, Third and 
L.ast Voyages, being Views of Places, Portraits of Perfons, and hiftorical Reprefentations of remarkable Incidents during this celebrated Navi¬ 
gator’s Voyages Round the World, together with all theneceffary Maps, Charts, Plans, Draughts,&c. (hewing theTracksof the Ships, 
and relative to Countries now firft difeovered, or hitherto but imperfedly known; the Whole amounting to upwards of One Hundred andPiFTY 
Copper-Pl.ates, finely engraved and accurately copied from the Originals by the moft eminent Mafters. 

It is proper to obferve, that feme other Editions of thefe Works (unneceflarily extended to many Urge Volumes, by loofc Printing, blank Paper, and other Artifices, praftifed by mercenary Perfons) 
Viould coll a Purchafer the enormous Sum of upwards of Twenty Guineas ; fo that many Thoufands of Perfons who would wilh to perufe the valuable Difeoveries fo partially communicated to the 
World, and view the aftonifiiing tine Copper-Plates, have hitherto been excluded from gratifying their eager Curiofity ; but This Esition, by being publithed in only Eighty Six-peKhv 
Numbers, (making, when completed, One Large, Handfomc Volume in Folio) enables every Perfon, whatever may be hie Circumllanccs, to become familiarly acquainted with thofe cxtraordi> 
nary and imporunt Voyages and Difeoveries, in the Performance and Profccution of which fiich vaft Sums of the Public Money have been expended. Therefore as the ‘rice of this Work is 
rendered fo moderate and eafy, the whole of Capt; COOK’s VOYAGES, &c. will be more univcrfally read, and the obvious Intention of the Kino and Govxrnmsnt, that the Improve¬ 
ments and Difeoveries in thefe celebrated Voyages might be communicated to the whole World, will of Courfebe more fully anfwcrcd. 

The Whole of thefe Voyages of Capt. JAMES COOK, &c. being newly written by the Editors from the Authentic Journals of 
feveral Principal Officers and other Gentlemen of the moft diftinguiflied Naval and Philofophical Abilities, who failed in the various Ships ^ 
and now publiftiing under the immediate Dire£lion of 

GEORGE WILLIAM ANDERSON, Esq. 

Affifted, very materially, by a Principal Officer who failed in the RESOLUTION SLOOP^ 

And by other Gentlemen of the Royal Navy. 



LONDON: 

Printed ^ot ALEX. HOGG, at the King’s Arms, No. i6, Paier^No/tejr^Row; and Cold by all Booklellers and News-Carriers* 


































The PREFACE. 


T he great Utility and very interefling Nature of the important First, Second, and Third VOYAGES 
and DISCOVERIES of the late Capt. COOK, are acknowledged by all Ranks of People; confequently 
it might be deemed impertinent here to attempt any Encomiums on the arduous but exadl Rcfcarchcs of this 
eminent and valuable Navigator, in which Difcoveries have been made far greater than thofe of all the other 
Navigators in the World, from the Expedition of Columbus to the prefent Time. Capt. Cook is unqucftionably 
allowed to have been the ableft and moft renowned Circumnavigator this or any other Country has produced ; ani 
every enlightened Nation muft deplore his being unfortunately killed by the Savages of the Ifland Owhyhee, on the 
14th of February 1779, profecuting his Last Voyage round the Globe. 

. This great Man polTeffed, in an eminent Degree, all the Qualifications requifite for his Profeflion and great 
Undertakings. He was cool and deliberate in judging; fagacious in determining; ad:ive in executing; Ready 
and perfevering in Enterprizes ; vigilant, with unremitting Caution ; unfubdued by Labour, Difficulties, and 
Difappointments; fertile in Expedients; never wanting Prefence of Mind; always pofleffing himfelf of the full 
Ufe of a found Underftanding; mild, juR, but exa6t in Difeipline. His Knowledge, his Experience, and his 
Sagacity, rendered him fo entirely MaRerof his Subjedf, that the greateR ObRacles were furmounted, and the 
hioR dangerous Navigations became eafy, and almoR fafe, under his Direclioii. He explored the Southern 
Hemifphere,&c. to a much higher Latitude than had ever been reached, and with fewer Accidents than frequently 
befall thofe who navigate the CoaRs of Great Britain. By his Attention to the Welfare of his Ship’s Company, 
he difeovered and introduced a SyRem for the Prefervation of the Health of Seamen in long Voyages, which has 
proved wonderfully efficacious; for in his Second Voyage round the World, which continued upwards of three 
Years, he loR only one Man by DiRemper, of One Hundred and Eighteen Perfons, of whom his Company 
confiRed. 

The Death of this valuable Man was a Lofs to Mankind in general; and particularly to be deplored by 
every Nation that refpeas ufeful Accompliffiments, and honours Science. It is Rill more to be deplored by 
this Country, which may juRly boaR of having produced a Man hitherto unequalled for nautical Talents ; and 
that Sorrow is farther aggravated by the Refledion, that his Country was deprived of this Ornament by the 
Enmity of a People, from whom, indeed, it might have been dreaded, but from whom it was not deferved: 
£ir, C^pt. Cook frequently incerpofed, at the Hazard of his Life, to proteCl thefe very People from the Ridden 
Refcntment of his own injured Ship s Crew. Let us contemplate, admire, revere, and emulate, this great 
Navigator; whofe Skill and Labours have enlarged natural Philofophy; have extended nautical Science ; and 
have difclofed the long concealed and admirable Arrangements of the Almighty in the Formation of this Globe, 
and at the fame Time the Arrogance of Mortals, in prefuming to account, by their Speculations, for the Law^s 
by which he was pleafed to create it. It is now difeovered, beyond all Doubt, that the fame Great Being who 
created the Univerfe by his Fiat, by the fame ordained our Earth to keep a juR Poife, without a correfponding 
Southern Continent. The arduous and accurate Refearchesof Capt. Cook have difeovered Seas unnavigated and 
unknown beforci They have made us acquainted with Iflands, People, and Productions, of which we had no 
Conception : and the Name of Capt. Cook, will be revered, while there remains an authentic Account of his Three 
^clpective Voyages, and as long as Mariners and Geographers fhall trace the various Courfes and Difcoveries he 
has made. 


L Advantages which inuR refult from the Undertakings of this unparalleled Commander, it is pro¬ 
bable Voyages the Means of fpreading, in Time, the Bleffings of Civilization amongft the 

Ocean, of aboliffiing their horrid RepaRs, and their equally horrid Rites- 
and or laying a Foundation for future and more effedtual Plans, to prepare them for holding an honourable 

Earth. Other Difcoveries of new Countries have, in general, been Wars, or 
mher Maifacres._ Nations have no fooner been found out, than they have been extirpated ; and the horrid 
Cruelti^ dr the Conquerors of Mexico and Peru, can never be remembered without bluffiing for Relimon and 
uman Nature. But when the Recclfes of the Globe are invcRigated, not to enlarge private Dominion, but to 
promote general Knowledge; when we vifit new Tribes of our Fellow Creatures as Friends, and wifii only to 
learn that they exiR, in order to bring them within the Pale of the Offices of Humanity, and to relieve the Wants 
or tlieii imperledt State ofSociety, by communicating tothem our fuperior Attainments; Voyages of Rich Difeoverv* 

- executed by Capt. Cook, have not, we trull, 

ally failed in this Refpeft. The Natives of the South Pacific Ocean comparing themfelves with their Vifitors, 
cannot but be ftruck with the decpelt Convidion of their own Inferiority, and be impelled by the flrongeft Motives 

TefrZwnA c "/e nearer to a Level with thofe Britons, who deigned to look upon them, and 

left behind fo many Specimens of their generous and humane Attention. The very Introdudion of out ufeful 
Anunals and Vegetables, by adding frefli Means of Subfiftence, will have added to their Comforts and Enjoyments 

The Public Curiofity being excited to the higheft Degree refpeaing Capt. Cook’s Three refpedlive Voyages it 
IS neceflary to caution the Public againft the Impofition of all mutilated, imperfeft, and Spurious Eduions 

th^e Works; fuch Publications not being calculated to convey td the 
Whi r^ naturally expeaed. 'I he Work now refpcdtfully offered to the Public, will contain the 

S ! Capt. poks Voyages Complete, with all the fine fpicndid Folio Copper-plates. It is unnecelTary to 
f-arlr r“ Iniperfeaions of all Publications which include only a Jingle Voyage of the very celebrTtcd 

p . 00 ; IS Fhree different Voyages are fo immediately connected together, that owing to frequent References 

fatisfadory Idea of his valuable Difcoveries, who does not read hislvr/?, 
anH the Order in which they were performed and written : In the prefent very 

coni'.H^r’if n.^ (for which numerous Readers have been waiting with Impatience) we therefore 

w. dll . r'‘ '"difpenfible Duty to begin with a full Account of his F/r/Z Voyage round the World = after which 
we fhall record an authentic H.ftory of his Second Voyage to the South Pole, &c. and then proceed to a faithful 
much admired Third and U^Vowge round the Globe, being that principally undertaken 
for new Difcoveries in the Pacific Ocean, &c. ti;c. and in theWeeution of which he^unformnately lirhis life 
be filuftratedwithall the elegant, fplendid, and fine LARGE FOLIO COPpW-PLATES 
befonging to h>s FIRST, SECOND, THIRD and LAST VOYAGES, being Views of Races, PortrSis of Perfons 
IMCIFICOCE^n'^I*"”^^"' of remarkable Incidents during this celebrated Navigator's VOYAGE toAhe 

,h?i t'le neceflary Maps, Charts, Plans, Draughts. Src. Ihewingthe Tracks of the 

bhips, and relating to Countries now firR nr Kut* _ .1_ -ttti. 1 


- ^ 

unneceffarily 









unnecefTarily extended to many large Volumes, by loofe Printing, &c. and publiflied by mercenary Perfons (though 
ill executed in the Letter-Pr?fs particularly) would coft a Purchaler the enormous Sum ot' upwards of Twenty 
Guineas ; fo that many Thoufands of Perfons who would wifti to perufe the valuable Difcoverics fo partially com¬ 
municated to the World, and view the aiionilhing fine Copper-Plates, have hitherto been excluded from gratify, 
ing their eager Curiofity ; but Tins Edition is publilhed in only Eighty Numbers at 6d- each, making 
when completed One Large Handfomc Volume in Folio: to effe6t which very dcfirable End, Rccourfe will 
be had to large new Types, confirudted on Purpofe to comprife much Matter in a little Compals ; fo that by this 
Means, and by our adhering to a clofe though elegant Mode of Printing, we lhall be enabled to prcfcnc to the 
Public at aneafy Rate, and in a fmall but fulhcicnt Compafs, more than what others have (to enrich private 
Individuals) extended and fpun out by loofe Printing, blank Paper, and other finifier Artifices, to the Bulk of 
many large Volumes, originally fixed at a veiy high Rate, and, by the fclfifii Manoeuvres of Monopolizers, now 
advanced to a moft extravagant Price ; whereby the original Intention of Government, that the Improvements 
and Difcoverics in thefc celebrated Voyages might be communicated to the Public, (at whofe Expcncc they 
were not only performed, but alfo printed and publilhed) has been hitherto, in a great McaCure, defeated. How¬ 
ever, by the Publication of this Genuine and COMPLETE COLLECTION ot the Whole of Captain COOK’s 
VOYAGES, &c. in LARGE FOLIO, all Ranks of Perfons whatever may be accommodated, and the Public 
Curiofity, fo naturally excited by the Report of fuch extraordinary Voyages and Discoveries, will be imme¬ 
diately and cheaply gratified.—The Poor as well as the Rich will thus become familiarly acquainted with thefe 
extraordinary and important Voyages and Difcoverics, in the Performance and Profccution of which I'uch vail Sums 
of the Public Money have been expended. So that as the Price of this Work is rendered fo very m )dcrace and 
eafy, the Whole of Captain Cook’s Voyages will be more univerfally read, and the obvious Intention oftheKin ^ 
and Government, that the Improvements and Difcoverics in thefe celebrated Voyages might be communicated to the 
whole World, will of courfe be more fully anfwered. 

To the Whole Difcoverics and Voyages of Captain Cook, wc mean to add complete and genuine Narra- 
tives of other Voyages of Difeovery round the World, &cc. undertaken, performed, and written by Englilh Cir- 
cum-Navigators, &:c. under the Sanction of Government; viz. thofe of Lord Byron, Capt. Wallis, Capr. Carte¬ 
ret, Lord Mulgrave, Lord Anfon, &c. &c. &:c. Including likewife, a faithful Relation of the Subllance of all 
the moft remarkable and important Travels and Journeys, w hich have been undertaken at various Times to the 
different Quarters of the World, particularly thofe of Hanway, Hamilton, Herbert, Drummond, Pocock, Shaw, 
Stuart, Kalm, Carver, Dalrymplc, Burner, Addifon, Barretti, Keyflcr, Thicknefs, Twifs, Brydone, Chandler, 
Johnfon, Smollet, Moore, Wraxall, &c. 

It has of late become a Mode too common to uftier periodical Publications into the World with a good Appear-* 
ance at firft; and, in the Courfe of their Execution, to fall off from their original Perfedion ; fo that, when 
concluded, they cannot, properly fpeaking, for want of Uniformity, be deemed finilhed. That futh Defeds 
will not be the Cafe in this Work, the Publiflicr the Public, that the latter Numbers will be equal in 

Goodnefs with the former; and that the Whole iliall befiniftied in fo regular, complete, uniform, and elegant a 
Manner, as to anfwer the Wiftics both of the Publifher and Readers, by doing Credit to the one, and giving 
Satisfadion to the other. 

-- - =s== sn ; r= , -7-r:7r = =t:=rr-.-, :- 



To the king, 

To the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 

To the Captains and Officers of the Royal Navy, 

AND 


To the Public at Large, 

The following GENUINE and COMPLETE HISTORY of 

The Whole of Capt. COOK’s VOYAGES, &c 

In large Folio, embelliftied with all the elegant and fplendid Folio Copper-Plates- 

IS 


BY 


MOST HUMBLY DEDICATED 
HIS MAJESTY’S 
AND 

THE PUBLIC’S 

MOST OBEDIENT AND DEVOTED 


The EDITOR and 


SERVANTS, 

PUBLISHER 
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A GK^’ERAL riLMlT: 

the DisanTCKms made l»v Capt“ CiktK hi liis nus r, Si*X!<iNi» micl 1'IIIUI)VOYAr.KS;uithiheTlL\CKSc»rtlic Snil'S inulcrhis rcMiiniaiid . 
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NEW, GENUINE, and COMPLETE 

HISTORY 

OF THE WHOLE OF 

Capt. Cook’s V oyages, 

Ui^idertaken and Performed by ROYAL AUTHORITY. 

Being the moft Accurate, Elegant, and Perfect EDITION of the WHOLE WORKS 
and DISCOVERIES of that Celebrated Circumnavigator, ever Publillied. 

The Whole Written in a more Pleafing and Elegant Stile than any other Work of the Kind Whatever. 

- - -- - - ^ 

A FULL and SATISFACTORY HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of 

Capt. C O O K’s 

FIRST VOYAGE Round the WORLD, 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED 

By Order of his Prefent MAJESTY, 

In his Majefty’s Ship the ENDEAVOUR, 

Principally for making Difcoveries in the Southern Hemisphere, &Ci 

Begun the latter End of AugulT: 1768, and concluded the 12th of June 1771 ; Containing a Period 
of nearly 1 hree \ ears, in wliicli was compleatcd the Circumnavigation of the dobei 


INTRODUCTI ON. 


V OYAGES being confidercd as the grand re- 
pofitory of ufefui and incercfting knowledge, 
have juftly engaged the attention of mankind 
in all ages. In this ample field the attention of curi- 
olity is gratified by a vafi: variety of intefefting fccnes; 
and works of this kind are of national confcquence, 
while, at the fame time, they afford a rich fund of 
plcafure to all thofe who delight to fpend a leifure 
hour in rational amufement. With refpedl to Captain 
Cook s Firjl round the World, which was in 

the Endeavour, it has fo much attraded the notice 
of the world, that it cannot be too particularly related, 
nor too nicely examined; and a principal advantage ac¬ 
cruing from the following Narrative is, that the fame 
ftories, fet in difierent lights, as they firike the obferver, 
cannot fail of being a fource of frefii intelligence; of 
fhewing former accounts through anew medium, and of 
placing them in a more flriking point of accuracy, by 
judicious corredions, and additional improvements. 
The voyage which is the fubjed of our prefent Narra¬ 


tive, w'as undertaken By order of his prefent Majcfty, 
for making Difcoveries in theSoutherriHemifphere,&c. 
Captain Cook was appointed Commander of the En¬ 
deavour ; and with him embarked Mr. (now Siry-?- 
Jeph^ BewksV>c, Solandei', whofc principal objeds 
in this expedition were, to obferve the Tranfit of Ve¬ 
nus, and to attempt afterwards-farther difcoveries. Mr. 
Jofeph Banks and Dr. Solander were men of diflin- 
guiflied abilities. The firll of thefe gentlemen was 
pofTelTcd of confidcrable landed property in Lincoln- 
fliire ; and, upon his leaving the Univerfity of Oxford, 
A. D. 1763, he made a voyage to the coaft of New¬ 
foundland and Labradoie. Notvvirhftanding the dan¬ 
gers and difliculties that attended his firfi: expedition, 
Mr. Banks returned undifeouraged; and when the 
Endeavour was equipping for a voyage to the South 
Seas, he determined to embark with the adventurers, 
from the laudable motive of enriching his native coun¬ 
try with the knowledge of unknown produdlions, and 
new difcoveries. 


* It »s uanecclfary to point out the obvious Imperfections of all fpurious Publications, and mere Abridgements, which include 
ily voyage ot the very celebrated Capt. Cook. Indeed his Three different Voyages are fo immediately eonneCted together, that 

nnt remient relcTcnccs onc to another, no perfon can poffibly form a faiisfadlory idea of his valuable Difcoveries, who does 
yj/ y - ^ / A ^oyages in the regular order in which they were performed and written : in the prefent very Com- 

and (for which numerous readers have beefi waiting with impatience) we therefore confider it as our 

W after which wAallreckd an L.hen.ic Hiftory of his W 

/ *' ’ proceed to a faithful and accurate relation ot his much admired YTirir/and La ft Voyage Round the World, being that 

loThiTvafurWc making new Difcoveries in the Pacific Ocean, &c. &c. and in theprofeciition of which he unfortunately 

No... " B , • jD,. 


































































Capt. 


c O O K’s V O Y A G E S COMPLETE^ 


Dr. Solander, whom Mr. Banks engaged to accom¬ 
pany him. had been appointed to a 
liih Mulcum, then jua eflabliflicd. which he filled 
with credit tohimfelf, and in w'hich he gave univerlal 
latisfadion. The Doiflor was a native of Sweden, and 
a man of great learning, being an adept in natural pm- 
lofophy, and who had ftndied under the famous Lin- 
nxus. Mr. Banks, befides the important and valua¬ 
ble acquifition of this gentleman, took with him two 
draughtfmen, the one being intended to paint lub- 
iecls of natural hiftory, and the other to delineate fi¬ 
gures and landfcapes. He had likewife four fervants, 
two of whom were negroes, and a fccietary in ns re 
tinuc. Both Capt. Cook and Mr. Banks kept aKu- 

rate and circumllantial journals of this voyage. c 

papers of Captain Cook contained a minute account 

of all nautical incidents, and a very particular dcfcrip- 
tion of the figure and extent of the countries he had 
vifited: and in thofe of Mr. Banks were found a great 
variety of incidents which had not come under the in- 

fpedion of Capt. Cook; befides. fome officers, and the 
more intelligent of the fliip’s crew, have communicated 
to their friends duplicates of their journals, as well as 
innumerable natural and artificial curiofities, with de- 
feriptions of the people and countries, their produc- 
tions, manners, cuftoms, religion, policy,and language. 


Materials fo interefling and copious, will be thought 
quite fufficient to furnini the public vvith the lollowing 
New and Complete Hiftory of the Whole of Capt. 
Cook’s Voyages j in which will be contained many cu¬ 
rious remarks made by feveral gentlemen engaged in 
thefe celebrated expeditions ; audit is our intention to 
place every important incident in various points of 
view that our readers may be complctcjudges ot il* 
valuable nature of the New Difeoveries, andof the pre¬ 
ference which is due to this Large, Llcgant, though 
Cheap Edition. 

The prepafations for this important work have been 
fuitable to its ineftimable value, and ourearnell con¬ 
cern for its credit; while wealth and fdcncc have united 
their powers for the purpofes of public benefit. Many 
of the firft literary charaaers of the age have favoured 
us with their afTiftance ; not only the great outlines of 
nature, but the variety of (liiides within have been care¬ 
fully attended to, and not a fingle material will be 
ncgleaed which may embcllilh the narratives, and give 
life and beauty to all the Three nfpe^five Voyages \\\\s 
unparalleled Navigator. We therefore fubmit this No¬ 
ble Undertaking to the judgment ofthe public, found¬ 
ing our claims to their favour on Meiutalonf., know¬ 
ing it is only on this folid foundation we can hope and 
exped their encouragement and protection. 


book 


I. 


CHAP. 


I. 


JnaccLt onL Capital of Ihe 'Portuguefi domimom in South America, and of the circumjacent counlry-Inctdcnts that 
happened while the Endeavour lay in the harbour of Rto de Janeiro. 


T he Endeavour, a bark of three 
hundred and twenty tons, which 
had been originally built for the 
Coal trade, was appointed to the fervice of 
Cook’s firft voyage round the world, having on board 
ten carriage and twelve fwivel guns. Oil Augufl the 
26th we therefore got under fail, and took our depar¬ 
ture from Plymouth. On the 31 ft, we faw feveral of 
thofe birds, called by feamen Mother Carey s Chickens, 
and which they think prognoflicate a ftorm. On the 
2d of September we faw land between Cape Finifterre, 
and Cape Ortegal, on the coafl of Gallicia in Spam. 
In this courfe lome marine animals were difeovered, 
hitherto unnoticed by naturalifts. One of thefe, de- 
feribed as a new fpecics, is of an angular form, near 
three inches in length, and one thick. It has a hollow 
palfagc quite through it, and a brown fpot at one end. 
Four of thefe animals appeared to adhere together by 
their fidcs ; but when put into water, they feparated, 
and fwam about, fliining with a brightnefs rcfembling 
the vivid colour of a gem. We alfo difeovered ano¬ 
ther animal, exceeding in variety and brightnefs any 
thing wc had feen; even in colour and fplcndour equal 
to thofe of an opal. At the difiance of about ten 
leagues from Cape Finifterre, we caught among the 
rigging of the ftiip feveral birds not dcfcribed by Lm- 
nseus. On the 12th we difeovered Puerto Santo, and 
Madeira, and, on the day following, moored with the 
ftream anchor in the road of Funchialc. In heaving up 
the anchor, Mr. Weir, the mafler’s mate, w^s unfoitu- 
natelv carried overboard and drown^. ... , 

Upon approaching the ifland of Madeira frorn the 
fea, it appears exceedingly beautilul, the fides of the 
hills beingcovered with plantations ot vines, which arc 
green when all kinds of herbage, except here and there, 
are burnt up, which was the cafe at this time. 

t)n the' 13th, in the forenoon, the boat came from 
the officers of health, no one being fuftcred to land 
t rom on board a (hip without their permiffion. When 
this was granted, we landed at Funchiale, the chief 


town in the iftand, and proceeded direflly to the houfe 
of Mr. Cheap, a confiderable merchant, and, at that 
time, the Englifli conful there, who received us with 
a brotherly kindnefs, and treated us with a princely 
liberality. We continued on the illand only five days, 
during which time the fcafon was the worfl in the year 
for fearching after natural curiofities; however, the 
two gentlemen. Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks, puflied 
their excurfions about three miles from the town, and 
collecled a few plants in flower, by the obliging atten¬ 
tion of Dr. Heberden, the chief phyfician of the ifland, 
and brother to Dr. Heberden of London. Mr. Banks 
enquired after and found the tree called Laura Indicus, 
the wood of which he fuppofes to be what is called the 
Madeira mahogany, as there is no real mahogany upon 
the ifland. 

The inhabitants of Madeira have no other article of 
trade than wine, which is made by prefling the juice 
out in a fquare wooden vcflel. The fize of this is 
proportioned to the quantity of wine; and the fervants 
having taken off their ftockings and jackets, get into 
it, and with their elbows and feet prefs out as much of 
the juice as they can. In like manner the ftalks, be¬ 
ing tied together, are prelTed under a fquare piece 
of wood, by a lever with a ftone faftened to the end of 
it. 

During our flay upon this ifland we faw no wheel- 
carriages of any fort, nor have the people any thing 
that refemblcs them, except a hollow board, or fledge, 
upon which thofe wine velTcls are drawn that are too 
big to be carried by hand. They have ajfo horfes and 
mules, very proper for their roads, but their wine is, 
notwithftanding, brought to town from the vine-yards 
where it is made, in veflels of goat-fleins, which are 
carried by men on cheir heads. 

Nature has been very liberal in her gifts to Madeira. 
The inhabitants are not without ingenuity, but they 
want induftry. The foil is fo very rich, and there is 
fuch a variety in the climate, that there is fcarcely any 
article either of the ncceflaries or luxuries of life, 
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■which cannot probably be cultivated here. On the hills 
■wa'nuts, chefnuts, and apples flourifli, almoll without 
culture. Pine-apples, mangoes, guanas, and bananas, 
irrowalmolt fpontaneoufly in the town. They have 
corn which is large grained and fine, and it might be 
produced in plenty; but for w-ant of being attended 
to all they confume is imported from other coun¬ 
tries Beef, mutton, and pork are remarkably good, 
and the captain took fome of the former on board for 

his own ufe. _ . 

Funchiale (which took *ts name from Foncho, ligni- 
fying fennel in the Portuguefe language) is fituate at 
the bottom of a bay, and though it is extenhve in pro¬ 
portion to the red of the idand, it is but poorly bui t, 
and the ftreets are narrow and badly pawd. The 
churches are full of ornaments, with pidlurcs and 
images of faints; the firft are, for the mod part, 
wretchedly executed, and the latter are dreffed in laced 
cloaths. The tade of the convents, efpecially of the 
Francifeans, is better; neatnefs and fimplicity being 
united in mod of the dedgns of the latter. The infir- 
mary alfo is a piece of good architccflure, and one of 
the loofl confiderable in this place. In this convent is 
a fmall chapel, the whole lining of vv-hich, both fides 
and ceiling, is compofed of human fculls and thigh 
bones; the thigh bones are laid acrofs each other, and 
a fcull is placed in each of the four angles. When we 
vifited the good fathers, jun: before fupper-time, they 
received us with great civility. “ W^e will not afl< you, 
faid they, to fupper with us, becaufe we are not pre¬ 
pared, but if you will come to-morrow, though it is a 
faff-day, we will have a turkey roaffed for you.” This 
polite invitation it was not in our power to accept. 
There are many high hills in this ifland ; Pico Iiuivo in 
particular is near 5100 feet high. To a certain height 
thefehillsarc covered with vines, above which are nuni- 
bers of chefnuts and pine-trees; and above thefe again 
whole foreffs of various forts of trees. TheMirmu- 
lano and Paobranco which are found among them, are 
unknown in Europe. The latter of thefe is very beau¬ 
tiful, and would be a great ornament to our gardens. 
The number of inhabitants in Madeira are computed 
to amount to about eighty thoufand ; and the cuftorn- 
houfe duties produce to the king of Portugal a revenue 
of 20,oool. a year, clear of all expences. B»Jt the 
balance of trade is againfl: the people ; for all their mo¬ 
ney going to Lilbon, the currency of the ifland is in 
Spanifh. This coin confifleth of piftercens, worth 
about a fhilling; bitts about fixpencc, and half bitts 
worth about three-pence. 

On the 19th of September the Endeavour failed from 
Madeira, and on the 2 ifl we faw the iflands called the 
Salvages, northward of the Canaries. The principal 
of thefe was about five leagues to the fouth half weft. 
On the 23d the Peak of Teneriftc bore weft by fouth 
half fouth. Its appearance at fun-fet was very ftriking; 
for when moft part of the ifland appeared of a deep 
black, the mountain ftill reflected rays, and glowed 
with a warmth of colour which no painting can ex- 
prefs. There is no eruption of vifiblc fire, but a heat 
iifues from the chinks near the top, too ftrong to be 
borne by the hand when held near them. The height 
of this mountain is 15.396 feet, which is but one hun¬ 
dred and forty-eight yards lefs than three miles. 

On the 30th we faw Bona Vifta, one of the Cape de 
Verd Iflands, in latitude 16 deg. north, and longitude 
21 deg. 51 min. weft. In our courfe to Teneriffe, 
we obferved numbers of flying fidi, which appeared 
very beautiful, their ftdes refemblihg burnilhed filver. 

On the 7th of Otftobcr Mr. Banks went out in a 
boat, and caught what our failors call a Portuguefe 
man of war; together with feveral fticll fifties, or tef- 
taccous animals, which are always found floating upon 
the water; and on the 25th this gentleman {hot a black¬ 
toed gull, not deferibed by Linnaeus, and whofedung 
is of a red colour. We had now variable winds, with 
fome ftiowers of rain, and the air was fo damp as to 
damage our utenlils confiderably. 

On the 25th we crofTed the line with the ufual cere¬ 
monies; and on the 28th when the fhip was i-n the la¬ 


titude of Ferdinand Noronha, longitude 32 deg. 5 
min. weft, we began to look out for the iftand, and 
for the ftioals which are laid down as lying betweea it 
and the main; but neither the iftand nor fhoals could be 
difeovered. On the 29th we perceived that luminous 
appearance of the fea mentioned by navigators, which 
emitted rays like thofc of lightening. As Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander w’cre not thoroughly ftitisfied with any 
of the caufes hitherto aftigned for this phsenomenon, 
and fuppofing it was occalioned by fome luminous ani¬ 
mals, they threw out a cafting net, in order to try by 
experiment whether they were right in their conjec¬ 
tures. A fpecics of the Medufa was taken, which 
bore fome refcmblance to metalline fubftance greatly, 
heated, and emitted a whitifti light; they caught alfo 
fome crabs which glittered very much; animals which 
had not before been taken notice of by the curious re- 
fcarchers into the fecrcts of nature. 

As provifions by this time began to grow ftiort, we 
rcfolvcd to put into the harbour of llio de Janeiro; 
and on the 8th of November we faw the coaft of 
Braftl- Upon fpeaking with the crew of a Portu- 
guefe fifiling boat, we were informed by them, that the 
land which w'e faw was to the fouth of Santo Efpirito. 
Mr. Banks, having bought of thefe peeple fome fifti, 
was furprized, that they requi.»'cd Englifti ftiillings: 
he gave them two which he happened to have about 
him ; for he imagined Spanifti filvcr to have been the 
only currency, and it was not without fome difputc 
that they took the reft of the money in piftereens 
The freih fifh which w'as bought for about nineteen 
ftiillings, ferved the whole (hip's company. Wc flood 
off*and on along fliorc tiy the 12th, having in view 
fuccefiively Cape Thomas and an iftand juft without 
Cape Frio, and then made^ fail for Rio de Janeiro 
on the 1 3th in the morning- Capt. Cook fent his 
firft lieutenant in the pinnace before to the city, to 
inform the governor, that wc had put into that port 
in order to procure refrefhments, and a pilot to bring 
us into proper anchoring ground. The pinnace re¬ 
turned, but the lieutenant had been detained by the 
viceroy, till the captain ftiould come on (hore. When 
the ftiip had come to an anchor, a ten oared boat filled 
with foldiers approached, and row^ed round her, but 
no converfation took place. Afterwards another boat 
appeared, which had feveral of the viceroy's officers 
on board. They enquired from whence the Endea¬ 
vour came ? what was her cargo ? what number of men 
and guns (he carried ? and to what port (he was bound? 
which queftions having been punctually and truly an- 
fwered, the Portuguefe officers apologized for having 
detained the lieutenant, and pleaded the cuftom of the 
place in excufe for their behaviour. 

On the 14th Captain Cook went on (hore, and ob¬ 
tained leave to furnifti the fliip with provifions; but 
this permiffion was clogged with the conditions of em¬ 
ploying an inhabitant as a factor, and of fending a 
foldier in the Endeavour’s boat every time (he came 
from ftiorc to the vefTel. To thefe uncivil terms the 
Captain made many objections; but the viceroy was 
determined to infill on them, neither would he permit 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander to remain on (hore, nor 
fuller the former to go up the country to collect 
plants. Captain Cook conceiving from thefe and other 
marks of jealoufy, that the viceroy thought they were 
come to trade, ufed all his endeavours to convince him 
of the contrary; and acquainted him, that they were 
bound to the South Seas, to obferve the tranfit of Venus 
over the difk of the fun, an object of great confe- 
quence to the improvement of navigation; but the vice¬ 
roy by his anfwer feemed to be entirely ignorant of 
this phoenomenon. An officer was now appointed to 
attend the captain, which order he was defired to un- 
derftand as an intended compliment; however, when 
he would have declined fuch a ceremony, the viceroy 
very politely forced it upon him. 

Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks were not a little cha¬ 
grined on hearing that they would not be permitted to 
refide on Ihore, and Hill more fo when they underftood, 
that they were not even allowed to quit tfic Ihip : for 
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the viceroy had ordered, that the captain only, wi 1 

I'uch failors as were required by their duty, ilwuld 
come on Hiore. Whether this arofe from^ his jealouly 
in regard to trade, or from the apprehenlions he en¬ 
tertained of the extraordinary abilities of the two gen¬ 
tlemen in fearch of new difeoveries, it is certain that 
they were highly difagreeable to Mr. Banks and the 
Dodtor, w'ho were refolved, if pofTible, to evade the 
order. With this view they attempted to go on 
fliore, but were ftopped by the guard-boat; yet Icve- 
ral of the crew, without the knowledge of the centi- 
nel, let themfclves down by a rope from the cabin 
window into the boat about midnight, and dr^e away 
with the tide, till they were out of hearing. They al- 
terwards landed on an unfrequented part of the coun¬ 
try, and were treated by the inhabitants with gieat 

civility. . o- r .u 

Capt. Cook, uneafy under the reftndlions ot the 
viceroy, remondrated with him, but the latter would 
return no other anfw-er, than that the king his maftcr s 
orders mufl: be obeyed. The Captain, thus repulled, 
and much difpleafed, refolved to go no more on 
fliore, rather than, whenever he did fo, to be treated 
as a prifoner in his ow n boat; for the officer who was 
fo polite as to accompany him, conftantly attended 
him, both to and from the (hore. Tw'o mernorials 
were now drawn up and prefented to the viceroy, 
one written by the captain, and the other by Mr. 
Banks; but the anfwcrs returned were by no means 
latisfadory. Several papers palTed between them and 
the viceroy to no good purpofe, the prohibition lull 
temaining as before ; from w hence the captain thought 
it ncccflary, in order to vindicate his own compliance, 
to urge the viceroy to an aCf of force in the execu¬ 
tion of his orders. For this purpofe he fent lieute¬ 
nant Hicks with a packet, giving him his order not 
to admit of a guard in his boat. As this gentleman 
was refolved to obey his captain’s commands, the 
officer of the guard-boat did not oppofe him by force, 
but acquainted the viceroy with what had happened, 
on which the lieutenant was fent away with the packet 
unopened. When returned, he found a guard of ful- 
diers placed in the boat, and infifted on their quitting 
it. Whereupon the officer feized the boat's crew and 
condiKfled them under an efcort to prifon, and the 
lieutenant was fent back to the ffiip guarded: When 
the captain was informed of this tranfaclion, he wrote 
to the viceroy to demand his boat andhercrew, inclof- 
ingthe memorial which Mr. Hicks his lieutenant had 
brought back. Thefc papers he fent by a petty officer 
to avoid continuing the difpute concerning the guard, 
which mu ft have been kept up by a commiftioned 
officer. An anfwcr was now promifed by the viceroy ; 
but before this could anrive, the long-boat, which had 
four pipes of rum on board, was driven to windward, 
(the rope breaking that was thrown from the ftiip,) 
together with a finall (kilF that was fattened to the 
boar. Immediate orders weregiven for manning the 
yawl, which, being difpatchcd accordingly with pro¬ 
per diredlions, returned, and brought the people on 
board the next ntbrning ; from whom Captain Cook 
learned, that the long-boat having filled with Water, 
they had brought her to a grappling and quitted her, 
and falling in with a reef of rocks on their return, 
they were forced to cut the fattening of Mr. Banks’s 
little boat, and fend her adrift. The caprain now 
difpatchcd another letter to his excellency, wherein he 
informed him of the accident, dclired he would affitt 
him with a boat to recover his ow’n, and, at the fame 
time, renewed his demand of the delivery of the pin¬ 
nace and hcrcre\v. The viceroy granted the requett, 
but in his anfwcr to the captains rcmonttrance, fug- 
gefled Tome doubts that he entertained, whether the 
Kndeavour was really a king’s fl'.ip, and alfo accufed 
the crew of fmuggling. Cipt. Cook, in his reply, 
laid, that he wau willing to Ihew his commiffion, ad¬ 
ding, if any attempt lliould be made to carry on a 
eoncraband trade, he rcqncllcd his cxcclleney would 
order the olfender to be taken into cuttody. I he dif- 
pute being thus terminated, JVIr. Banks attempted to 



elude the vigilance of the guard, which he found 
means to do, and got fafe on ttiore on the 26th, in 
the morning. He took care to avoid the town, and 
patted the day in the fields, where he could beft gra¬ 
tify his curiofity. Mr. Banks found the country peo¬ 
ple inclined to treat him with civility, and was invited 
to their habitations. But it was afterwards heard, that 
fearch had been making for this gentleman when ab- 
fent. He and Dr. Solander, therefore, refolved to run 1 
no more rifques in going on ttiore, while they remained ^ 
at this place. 

On the I ft of December, having taken in water and 
provifions, w(i got, with leave from the viceroy, a 
pilot on board, but the wind prevented us from put¬ 
ting to fca. A Spanitti packet from Buenos Ayres, 
bound for Spain, arriving the next day, the captain of 
her with great politenefs offered to take our letters to 
Europe. The favour was accepted, and Captain Cook 
delivered into his hands a packet for the fecretary of 
the Admiralty, containing copies ©fall the papers that 
had patted between him and the viceroy, leaving the 
duplicates with his excellency. On the 5ch w e weighed 
anchor, and towed down the bay, but were ttoppedat 
Santa Cruz, the principal fortification, the order from 
the viceroy to let us pafs, by an unaccountable negli¬ 
gence, not having been fent; fo that it was not till the 
7th that we got under fail. When we had patted the 
fort theguard-boat left us,and our pilot was difeharged. 

It was obferved, during our ttay in this harbour, that 
the air w'as filled with butterflies, *chiefly of one kind, 
and thegreateft part above our matt-head. Of the 
town and neighbouring country wc fliall give the fol¬ 
lowing defeription. 

Rio de Janeiro was probably fo called becaufedifeo- 
vered on the feftival of St. Januarius, from whence we 
may fuppofe the river Januarius took its name, and 
alfo the town, which is the capital of the Portuguefe 
in America. This town is tttuated on the weft fide of ^ 
the river, from which it is extended about three quar¬ 
ters of a mile. The ground whereon it ttands is a level 
plain. It is defended on the north fide by a hill, that 
extends from the river, having a fmall plain which 
contains the fuburbs and king’s dock. On the fouth 
is another hill runningtowardsthc mountains W'hich are 
behind the town. This is neither ill defigned nor ill 
built; the houfes in general are offtone, and two fto- 
ries high; every houfe having, after the manner of 
the Portuguefe, a fmall balcony before its windows, 
and a lattice of wood before the balcony; its circuit is 
about three miles; and it appears to be equal in fize to 
the largctt country towns in England. I’he ttreets are 
ttraight, and of a convenient breadth, interfci^ting each 
other at right angles ; the greater part, however, lie in 
aline with the citadel, called St. Sebaftian, which 
ttands on the top of a hill that commands the town. 
The principal ttrect is near 100 feet in width, and ex¬ 
tends from St. Bcnedid: to the foot of Cattle-hill. The 
other ttieets are commonly twenty or thirty feet wide. 
The houfes adjoining to the principal ttreet are three 
ttorics high, but in other places they arc very irregular, 
though built after the fame manner as at Lifbon. Wa¬ 
ter is conveyed to a fountain in the great fquare, from 
an aquedudi, raifed upon two ttories of arches. The 
water at this fountain, however, is fo bad, that we 
could not drink it with pleafuie. The churches are 
richly ornamented, and there is more religious parade 
in this place than in any of the popiftt countries in Eu- . 
rope. Not a day palTcs without a procelTion of fome 
parifli, with various infignia, fplendid and cottly in 
the highett degree. But the inhabitants may pay their 
devotions at the flirine of any faint, without waiting 
for a procettion ; for a fmall cupboard, having a glafs 
window, and in which is one of thefe tutelary gods, 
is placed before almoft every houfe, and a lampis kept 
conftantly burning, left the old proverb fliould be ve¬ 
rified, “ Out of light, out of mind." Before thefe faints 
the people pray and ling with fuch vchemenee, thatin 
the night they were dillincfly heard by our failors on 
board the fhip. 

In this town arc four convents, the firtt is that of the 
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Benediclines, fituated near its northern extremity : 
the ftruclure alfords an agreeable profpedl, and con¬ 
tains an elegant chapel, ornamented with feveral va¬ 
luable paintings; The fecond is that of the Carme¬ 
lites, which forms the centre angle of the royal fquare, 
and fronts the harbour; its church was rebuilding in a 
very elegant manner, with fine free flone, brought thi¬ 
ther from Lifbon. The third is that of St. Anthony, 
fituated on the top of a hill, on the fouch fide of the 
town; before this convent fiands a large bafon of 
brown granite, in the form of a parallelogram, w'hich 
is employed in walking. The fourth is fituated at the 
caftern extremity of the town, and was formerly the 
Jefuits convent, but is now converted into a military 
hofpital. 

In the right angle of the royal fquare (lands the vice¬ 
roy's palace; this, with the mint, ftablcs, goal,. 6«:c. 
compofe one large building, which has two (lories, and 
is 90 feet from the water. In palTing through the pa¬ 
lace, the firfl entrance is to a large hall or guard-room, 
to which there is an afeent of three or four (leps. In 
the guard-room are (lationed the viceroy’s body-guards, 
who are relieved every morning between eight and 
nine; and adjoining to the hall are the (lables, the 
prifon being in the back part of the building. Within 
the guard-room is a flight of flairs for afeendingto the 
upper (lory, which divides at a landing-place about 
half way, and forms two branches, one leading to the 
right and the other to the left. The former leads to a 
liiloon, where there are two officers in conllant attend¬ 
ance; the viceroy’s aid-de-camp at the fame time w'ait- 
ing in the anti-chamber to receive mefiiages and deliver 
orders. 

The left wing of the royal fquare is an irregular 
building, which confills chiefly of (hops, occupied by 
trading people. In the centre of this fquare is the 
fountain, of which we have made mention, as being 
fupplied with water from a fpring at the difiance of 
three miles, from which it is brought by an aquedudl. 
The place is continually crowded with negroes of both 
fexes waiting to fill their jars. At the corner of every 
fireet is an altar. The market-place extends from the 
north-eafi end of the fquare along the fiiorc, and this fitu- 
ation is very convenient for the filhing-boats, and thofe 
who bring vegetables from the other fide of the river to 
market. Negroes are almoft the only people who fell the 
different commodities expofed in the market, and they 
employ their Icifuretime in fpinning cotton. 

The form of government is in its confiitution mixed, 
but in fadl very defpotic; the viceroy and civil magif- 
irate of the town frequently committing perfons to pri¬ 
fon, or tranfporting them to Lilbon, at their own plea- 
fure. In order to prevent the people from making excur- 
fions into the country, in fearch after gold and diamonds, 
certain bounds are preferibed them, fometimes at a few, 
and fometimes at many miles diftance from the town ; 
and if a man is taken up by the guard without the 
bounds, where they conftantly patrole, he is immedi¬ 
ately fent to prifon. 

The inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro are exceeding 
numerous, and confift of Portuguefc, Negroes, and In¬ 
dians, which laft were the original natives of the coun¬ 
try. The tow nlhip of Rio is but a fmall part of the 
Capitanea or province; yet is faid to contain 37,000 
w'hite people, and 629,000 blacks, many of whom are 
free, making together 666,000, in the proportion of 17 
to r. 

The military is compofed of twelve regiments of re¬ 
gular troops, fix being Portuguefe, and fix Creoles, and 
twelve regiments of provincial militia.. The inhabitants 
arefervilely fubmifiive to the regulars, and it has been 
faid, that if any of them (hould omit the compliment of 
taking off his hat, when he meets an officer, he would 
be immediately knocked down. But the fubordination 
of the officers to the viceroy is equally mortifying, for 
they are obliged to wait three times every day to know, 
or receive his commands: the anfwer frequently is, 

there is nothing new.” ‘ 

In Rio de Janeiro the gentry keep their chaifes, which 
arc drawn by mules j the ladies however ufe a fedan 

No. I. 


chair, boarded before and behind, with curtains oni 
each fide, which is carried by two negroes on a pole 
connedled with the top of the chair by two rods, corning 
from under its bottom, one on each fide, and refting 
to the top. The apothecaries flidps commonly ferve 
the purpofes of coffee-houfes, as the people meet in 
them to drink capillaire, and play at back-gammon. 
When the gentry are feen abroad, they are well dreffed, 
though at home but Idofely covered. ^ I'he fiiopkeepers 
have generally (hort hair, and wear linen jackets with 
lleevcs. The women in general, as in moft of the Por¬ 
tuguefe andSpanifii fettlemcnts in South America, are 
more ready to grant amorous favours than thofe of any 
other civilized parts of the world. As foon as the eveh- 
ing began^ females appeared at the windows on every 
fide,^ who diftinguidled fuch of the men as bed pleafed 
their fancies, by throwing down nofegays: and Dr. So- 
lander and two other gentlemen received fo many of 
thefelove tokens, that they threw them away by hat- 
fulls. 

Without the Jefuits college on the (hore, is a village 
called Neuftra Seignora del Gloria, which is joined to 
the town by a very few intervening houfes. Three or 
four hundred yards within the Jefuits college, (lands a 
very high callle, but it is falling to decay. The bidiop’s 
palace is about three hundred yards behind the Bene- 
didline convent, and contiguous to it is a magazine ot 
arms, furrounded by a rampart. 

The inhabitants oflliode Janeiro maintain a whalc- 
fidiery, which fupplies them with lamp oil- They im¬ 
port brandy from the Azores, and their flaves and Eaft 
India goods from their fettlemcnts in Africa, their 
wine from Madeira, and their European goods from 
Lilbon. The current coin is Portuguefe, which is 
ftruck here ; the filver pieces are called petacks, of 
different value; and the copper are five and ten ree 
pieces; This place is very ufcful for (hips that are in 
want of refrefhmont. They water, as we have before 
obferved, at the fountain in the great fquare, but the 
water is not good. Wc landed our calks on a fmooth 
fandy beach, which is not more than a hundred yards 
diftant from the fountain, and, upon application to the 
viceroy, a centinel is appointed to look after them. 
The harbour is fafe and commodious, and diftinguilhed 
by a remarkable hill, in the fiiape of a cone, at the 
weft point of the bay. The entrance is not wide, 
but it is cafy, from the fea-breeze which prevails 
from noon to fun-fet, for any (liip to enter before 
the wind. The entrance of the narrow part is de¬ 
fended by two forts, La Cruz, and Lozia; they are 
about three quarters of a mile from each other. 
The bottom being rocky, renders it dangerous to an¬ 
chor there, but, to avoid it fliips mull keep in the 
mid-channel. The coaft abounds with a variety 
of fi(h, among which are dolphins and mackarel. 
Provifions, except wheaten bread and flour, are eafiiy 
procured. Yams and caffada are in plenty. Beef, 
both frefli and jerked, may be bought at two-pcncc 
farthing a pound, but it is very lean. The people 
jerk their beef, by taking out the bones, and cutting it 
into large but thin flices. They then cure it with 
fait, and dry it in the (hade. It eats very well, and, if 
kept dry, will remain good a long time at fea. Mut¬ 
ton is fcarcely to be procured. Hogs and poultry are 
dear. Garden-ftiiff and fruit are in abundance, but 
the pumkin only can be preferved at fea. Tobacco 
alfo is cheap, though not good. Rum, fugar, and mo- 
laffes are all excellent, and to be had at rcafonable 
prices. 

The climate of Rio de Janeiro is healthy, and free 
from moft of thofe inconveniencies incident to tropical 
countries. The air is feldoin immoderately hot, as 
the fea breeze is generally fucceeded by a land wind. 
Thefeafons are divided into dry and rainy, though their 
commencement of late has been irregular and uncertain^ 
for the latter had failed for near four years preceding 
our arrival ; but at this time the rain had juft began, 
and fell in heavy (howers during our (lay ; formerly the 
ftreets have been overflowed by the rain, and rendered 
impaflabk with canoes. 
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ges complete. 

The adjacent country is mountainous, and chiefly 
covered with wood, a fmall part of it only being 
vated. Near the town the foil is loofe and fandy, but 
farther from the river it is a fine black mould. It 
produces all the tropical fruits in great plenty, arid 
without much cultivation; a circumftance exceeding 
agreeable to the inhabitants, who are very indolent. 
The mines, which lie far up in the country, are very 
rich. Their fituation is carefully concealed, and no 
one can view them, except thofe concerned in working 
and guarding them. About twelve months before our 
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arrival, the government had deteaed feveral jewellers 
in carrying on an illicit trade for diamonds, with flaves 
in the mines ; and immediately afterwards a law paffed, 
making it felony to work at the trade, or to have any 
tools fit for it in pofTefTion, the civil officers having 
indifcriminately feized on all that could be founT. 
Near 4.0,000 negroes are annually imported to dig in 
the mines, fo pernicious to the human frame are thofe 
works. In 1776, 20,000 more were draughted from 
the town to fupply the deficiency of the former num¬ 
ber. 


CHAP* it. 

'The departure of the Endeavour from Rio de Janeiro—Her pajjitge to the entrance of the Streight of Maire—'The inhatu 
tants of^Terra del Fuego dcfcribed^Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander afcend a mountain in fearch of plants^An account of 
*ivbat happened to them in this excurfton-^The Endeavour pajjes thrdugh the Streight LeMaire^An account of her pafage^ 
and a further defcription of the inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, and its produ&ions^Remarks refpe fling the fouth eaji part 
of Terra del Fuego, and the Streight ofLe Maire-^-Diregions for the pajfage wejlward round this part of America, into 
the South Seas^The pajfage of the Endeavour from Cape Horn to the newly difcovered iJlands^An account of their figure 
and appearance-^-The inhabitants defcribed, xvith a narrative of the various incidents during the courfe, and on the Endea^ 
voui's arrival among them. 


O N the 8th of December, having procured all ne* 
ceffary fupplies, we took our departure from Rio 
de [aneiro; and on the 9th an amazing number of 
atoms were taken out of the fea. * Thefc were of a yel- 
lowifli colour, and few of them were more than the fifth 
part of an inch long ; nor could the beft microfcope on 
board the Endeavour difcover whether they belonged to 
the vegetable or animal creation. The fea was tinged 
in fuch a manner with thefe equivocal fubftanccs, as to 
exhibit broad ftreaks of a fimilar colour, for near the 
fpace of a mile in length, and for feveral hundred 
yards in breadth. Whence they came, or for what de- 
figned, neither Mr. Banks nor Dr. Solander could de¬ 
termine. Perhaps they might be the fpawn of fome ma¬ 
rine animal, unknown to either antient or modern phi- 
iofophers. 

On the I ith we hooked a lhark. It proved to be a 
female. When opened we took fix young ones out of 
ir, five of which were alive, and fwam bnlkly in a tub 
of water, but the fixth appeared to have been dead 
fome time. From this time we met with no material 
occurrence till the zzd, when we difeovered numerous 
birds of the profillaria kind, in latitude 39 deg. 37 
min. fouth, and longitude 49 deg. 16 min. weft ; we 
aIfo difeovered great numbers of porpoifes of a Angular 
fpecies, about 15 feet in length, and of an afti colour. 
On the 23d weobferved an eclipfeof the moon; and 
about feven o’clock in the morning, a fmall white cloud 
appeared in the weft, from which a train of fire illued, 
extending itfelf wcfterly: about two minutes after we 
heard two diftindl loud explofions, immediately fuc- 
ceeding each other, like thofe of cannon, after which 
the cloud difappeared. On the 24th we caught alarge 
loggerhead tortoife, weighing one hundred and fifty 
pounds. We likewife fhot feveral birds, one an albe- 
trofs, which mcafured between the tips of its wings 
nine feet and an inch, and from its beak to the tail 
two feet one inch and an half. On the 30th we ran 
upwards of fifty leagues, through vaft numbers of land 
inftds, fome in the air, and others upon the water ; 
they appeared to refemble exadlly the flies that arefeen 
in England, though they were thirty leagues from land, 
and fome of thefe infeds are known not to quit it be¬ 
yond three yards. At this time we judged ourfelves to 
be nearly oppofite to the bay called Sans Fond (without* 
bottom) where it is fuppofed by fome writers, thafthe 
continent of America is divided by a palfagc: but it 
was the opinion of our circumnavigators, that there 
might be a large river, which probably had occafioned 
an inundation. On the 31ft we had much thunder, 
lightning and rain. This day and the three following, 
wc faw feveral whales; hkewife a number of birds 


about the fize of a pigeon, with white bellies and grey 
beaks. 

On the 3d of January wc faw the appearance of 
land, in latitude 47 deg. 17 min. fouth, ii6q; 

and longitude 61 deg. 29 min. 45 fee. ’ ' ' 

weft, which we miftook for Pepy’sifland. In appear¬ 
ance it fo much refembled land, that we bore away for 
it; and it was near two hours and an half before we 
were convinced, that it was one of thofe deceptions 
which failors call a Fog-bank. At this time our feamen 
beginning to complain of cold, they were furniftied with 
a pair of trowfers, and a Magellanic jacket, made of a 
thick woollen fluff called Fearnought. On the nth, 
after having palTed Faulkland*s Ifland, w'e faw thecoaft: 
of Terra del Fuego, at thediftance of about fourlcagues 
from the weft to muth-eaft by fouth. As we ranged along 
the ftioretothe fouth-eaft, fmokewas perceived, made, 
probably, by the natives as a fignal, for it was not to be 
feen after we had paffed by. 

On the 14th we entered the (freight of Le Maire, but 
were afterwards driven out again with fuch violence, 
(the tide being againft us) that the (hip’s bow-fprit was 
frequently under water. At length, however, we got 
anchorage in a fmall cove, on the eaft of Cape St. Vin¬ 
cent, the entrance to which our captain named St. 
Vincent’s Bay. The w^eeds which grow here upon rocky 
ground are very remarkable, they appear above the fur- 
face in eight and nine fathoms water. The leaves arc 
four feet in length, and many of the ftalks, though not 
more than an inch and a half in circumference, above 
one hundred. 

Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks went on (liore, where 
having continued four hours, they returned about nine 
in the evening, with upwards of an hundred different 
plants and flowers, of which none of the European bo- 
tanifts had taken any notice near this bay. The country 
in general was flat, and the bottom, in particular, was a 
gralfy plain. Here was plenty of wood, water, and 
fowl, and winter bark was found in great plenty. The 
trees appeared to be a fpecies .of the birch, but neither 
large nor lofty. The wood w'as white, and they bore a 
fmall leaf. White and red cranberries were found in 
thefe parts. 

On the 18th we came to an anchor in twelve fathom 
water, upon coral rocks, before a fmall cove, at thedif¬ 
tance of about a mile from the (hore. At this time tw'oof 
the natives came down upon the beach, as if they ex¬ 
pected that the ftrangers w'ould land ; but as there was 
no ftielter here, the (liip was got under fail again, and 
the Indians retired difappointed. The fame afternoon 
about two o’clock, we came into the bay of Good Suc- 
cefs, and the velTel coming to an anchor, the captain 

went; 




























































































cook's first voyage— for making Difcovmes in the South Seas Sc Round the IVorld-. i r 


went on fliore> accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander, in order to fearch for a watering p'^^ce. ^"d 
difcourfe with the Indians, /hefe gentlenaen had not 
proceeded above one hundred yards before the captain, 

when two of the Indians that 'r‘^rhfv h^d 

up and threw away the fmall flicks which they heW 

in^their hands, as a token of amity. They aft™d 
returned to their companions, who 
fome diflance behind them and made figns to their 
euefls to advance, whom they received in a friendly 
fhough uncouth manner. In return for their cmli^, 

fome ribbands and beads were diftributed among them. 

Thus a fort of mutual confidence was eflablifiied and 
the reft of the Englifli joined the party, the Indians 
Converfing with them in their way, in an amicable man¬ 
ner Cfpt. Cook and his friends took three of them 
to the fliip, drefled them in jackets, and gave thein 
bread and other provifions, part of which they carried 
on fliore with them; but they refufed to drink rum or 
brandy, making figns that it burned their throats, as 
their proper dnnk was water. One of thefe people 
madeleveral long and loud fpeeches, but no part.of 
them was intelligible to any of us. Another ftole the 
covering of a globe, which he concealed under his 
garment that was made of Ikin. After having re¬ 
mained on board about two hours, they returned on 
fliore, Mr.' Banks accompanying them. He conducted 
them to their companions, whofeemed no way curious 
to know what their friends had feen, and the latter 
were as little difpofed to relate as the fornricr were to 
enquire. None of thefe people, exceeded five feet ten 
inches in height, but their bodies appeared large and 
robuft, though their limbs were fmall. They had broad 
flat faces, high cheeks, nofes inclining to flatnefs, wide 
noftrils, fmall black eyes, large mouths, fmall. but m- 
different teeth, and ftraight black hair, falling down 
over their ears and foreheads, the latter being generally 
fmeared with brown and red paints, and like 
original natives of America, they were beardlcfs. Their 
garments were the fkins of feals and guanicoes, which 
they wrapped round their fhoulders. The men like- 
wife wore on their heads, a bunch of yarn which fell 
over their foreheads, and was tied behind w.th the 
finews or tendons ot fome animals. Many of both 
fexes were painted on different parts'of their bodies 
with red, white, and brown colours, and had alfo three 
or four perpendicular lines pricked acrofs their cheeks 
and nofes. The women had a fmall firing tied round 
each ancle, and each wore a flap of Ikin. fafiened .round 
the middle. They carried their children upon their 
backs, and were generally employed in domeftick la¬ 


bour and drudgery. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, attended by their fer- 
vants, fet out from the fliip on the i6th, with a defign 
of going into the country as far as they could that 
day, arid returning in the evening. Having entered 
a wood, they afeended a hill, through a pathlefs wilder- 
nefs till the afternoon. After they had reached what 
they took for a plain, they were greatly difappointed 
to find it a fwamp, covered with birch, the buflies in¬ 
terwoven, and fo inflexible that they could not be di¬ 
vided : however, as they were not above three feet 
high, they flepped over them, but were up to the an¬ 
cles in boggy ground. The morning had been very 
fine, but now the weather became cold and difagree- 
able; the blafls of wind were very piercing, and the 
fnow fell thick ; neverthelefs they purfued their route 
in hope of finding a better .road. Before they had got 
over this fwamp, an accident happened that greatly, 
difconccrted them : Mr. Buchan, one of the draught!- 
men, whom Mr. Banks had taken with him, fell into a 
fit. It was abfolutely neceffary to flop and kindle a 
fire, and fuch as were moil fatigued remained to aflifi 
him; but Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and Mr. Monk- 
houfe proceeded, and attained the fpot they had in 
view, where they found a great variety of plants that 
gratified their curiofity and repaid their toil. On re¬ 
turning to the company amidfi the fnow which now 
fell in great abundance, they found Mr. Buchan much 
recovered. They had previoufly fent Mr. Monkhoufe 


and Mr. Green back to him and thofe that remained 
with him, in order to bring* them to a hill which was 
conjcdlured to lie in a better track for returning to 
the wood, and which was accordingly fixed on as a 
place of rendezvous. They refolved from this hill to 
pafs through the fwamp, which this way did not appear 
to be more than half a mile in extent, into the covert 
of the wood, in which they propofed building a hut, 
and kindling a fire, to defend therafelves from the 
feverity of the weather. Accordingly, the whole party- 
met at the place appointed, about eight in the evening* 
whilft it was ftill day-light, and proceeded towards the 
next valley. 

Dr. Solander, having often paffed over mountains in 
cold countries, was fenfible, that extreme cold when 
joined with fatigue, occafions a drowfinefs that is not 
eafily refified; he therefore intreated his friends to 
keep in motion, however difagreeable it might be to 
them. His words were—Whoever fits down will fleep, 
and whoever fleeps will wake no more.— Every one 
feemed accordingly armed with refolution; but, on a 
fudden, the cold became fo very intenfe as to threaten 
the moft dreadful effeds. It was now very remarkable* 
that the Dodtor himfelf, who had fo forcibly admo- 
nifhed and alarmed his party, was the firft that infified 
to be fuffered to repofe. In fpite of the mofi earnefi 
intreaties of his friends, he lay down amidfi the fnow* 
and it was with difficulty that they kept him awake. 
One of the black fervants alfo became weak and faint* 
and was on the point of following this bad example. 
Mr. Buchan was therefore detached with a party to 
make a fire at the firft commodious fpot they could 
find. Mr. Banks and four more remained with the 
Dodlor and Richmond the black, who with the utmoft 
diflkulty were perfuaded to come on; and, when they 
had traverfed the greateft part of the fwamp, they ex- 
preffed their inability of going any farther. When 
the black was told that if he remained there he would 
foon be frozen to death, his reply was, That he was fo 
much exhaufted with fatigue, that death would be a 
relief to him. Doctor Solander faid he was not un¬ 
willing to go, but that he muft firft take fome fleep, 
ftill perfifting in adting contrary to the opinion which 
he himfelf had delivered to the company. Thus re¬ 
folved, they both fat down, fupported by fome buftics* 
and in a fhort time fell afleep. Intelligence now came 
from the advanced party, that a fire was kindled about 
a quarter of a mile farther on the way. Mr. Banks 
then awakened the Dodlor who had already almoft loft 
the ufeof his limbs, though it was but a few minutes 
fince he fat down; neverthelefs, he confented to go 
on, but every meafure taken to relieve the black proved 
ineftectual. He remained motionlefs, and they were 
obliged to leave him to the care of a failor, and the 
other black fervant, who appeared to be the leaft hurt 
by the cold, and they were to be relieved as foon as 
two others were fufficierirJy warmed to fill their places* 
The Doctor, with much difficulty, was got to the fire 3 
and as to thofe who were fent to relieve the companions 
of Richmond, they returned without having been able to 
find them. What rendered the mortification ftill greater 
was, that a bottle of rum (the whole ftock of the party) 
could not be found, and was judged to have been left with 
one of the three that were miffing. 

A fall of fnow continuing for near two hours, there 
now remained no hopes of feeing the three abfent per- 
fons again. At twelve o’clock, however, a great fhout- 
ing was heard at a diftance, which gave inexpreffiblc 
fatisfadtipn to every one prefent. Mr. Banks and fo«r 
others went forward and met the failor, who had juft: 
ftrength enough left to walk. He was immediately lent 
to the fire, and they proceeded to feck for the other 
two. They found Richmond upon his legs, but in¬ 
capable of moving them; the ocher black was lying 
fenfelefs upon the ground. All endeavours to bring 
them to the fire were fruitlefs; nor was it poffiblc to 
kindle one upon the fpot, on account of the fnow that 
had fallen, and was falling, fo that there remained no 
alternative, and they were compelled to leave the two 
unfortunate negroes to their fate, after they had made 
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them a bed of the boughs of fome trees, and covered 
them over chick with the fame. As all hands had been 
employed in endeavouring to move thefe poor blacks 
to the fire, and had been expofed to the cold for near 
an hour and a half in the attempt, fome of them began 
to be aflli^ed in the fame manner as thofe whom they 
were to relieve. Brifcoe, another fervant of Mr. Banks, 
in particular, began to lofc his fenfibility. Ac laft they 
reached the fire, and palTed the night in a very difagrcc- 
able manner. 

The party that fet out from the fliip had confifted of 
twelve ; two of thefe were already judged to be dead, 
it was doubtful whether the third would be able to re¬ 
turn on board, and Mr. Buchan, a fourth, feemed to 
be threatened with a return of his fits. The fhip they 
reckoned to be at the diftanccof a long day's journey, 
through an unfrequented wood, in which they might 
probably be bewildered till night, and, having been 
equipped only for a journey of a few hours, they had 
not a fufficiency of provifions left to afford the company 
a ffngle meal. 

At day-break on the lyth nothing prefented itfelf to 
the view all around but fnow, which covered alike the 
trees and the ground ; and the blaffs of wind were fo 
frequent and violent, that their journey feemed to be 
rendered impradlicable, and they had reafon to dread 
perilhing with cold and famine. However, about fix 
in the morning, they were flattered wuth a dawn of 
hope of being delivered, by difeovering the fun through 
the clouds, which gradually diminilhed. Before their 
fetting out, meflengers were difpatched to the un¬ 
happy negroes; but thefe returned with the melan¬ 
choly news of their death. Though the fky had flat¬ 
tered the hopes of the furvivors, the fnow continued 
falling very faff, a circumftance which impeded their 
journey, but a breeze fpringing up about eight o’clock, 
added to the influence of the fun, began to clear the 
air, and the fnow falling in large flakes, from the trees, 
gave tokens of a thaw. Hunger prevailing over every 
other confidcration, induced our travellers to divide the 
fmall remainder of their provifions, and to fet forward 
on their journey about ten in the morning. To their 
great affonifliment and fatisfadion, in about three hours 
they found themfelves on the fhorc, and much near¬ 
er to the fhip than their moff fanguine expedlations 
could have fuggefted. When they looked back upon 
their former route from the fea, they found that inffead 
of afeending the hill in a diredl line, they had made a 
circle almoff round the country. On their return, thefe 
wanderers received fuch congratulations from thofe 
on board, as can more eafily be imagined than ex- 
preffed. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on Ihore again on 
the aothofthis month, landing in the bottom of the 
bay, where they colledlcd a number of fhells and plants, 
hitherto unknown. After having returned to dinner, 
they went to vifit an Indian town, about two miles up 
the country, the accefs to which, on account of the 
mud, was difficult. When they approached the town, 
two of the natives came out to meet them, who began 
to fiiout in their ufual manner. They afterwards con- 
dudted Mr. Banks and the Doflor to their town. It 
was fituace on a fmall hill, over-ffiadcd with wood, and 
confiffed of about a dozen huts, conftrudled without art 
or regularity. They were compofed of a few poles, 
inclining to each other in the lhape of a fugar-loaf, 
which were covered on the weather fide with grafs and 
boughs, and on the other fide a fpace w'as left open, 
which ferved at once for a fire-place and a door. They 
were of the fame nature of the huts that had been feen 
at St. Vincent’s Bay. A little grafs ferved for beds 
and chairs, and their utenfils were a balket for the hand, 
a fatchel to hang upon the back, and a bladder for 
water, out of which they drank through a hole near the 
top. This town was inhabited by a tribe of about fifty 
men, women and children. Their bows and arrows 
were conffruded with neatnefs and ingenuity, being 
made of wood highly polilhed, and the point, which 
was cither glafs or flint, very ikilfully fitted. Thefe lat¬ 
ter fubffances were obferved among them unwrought, 
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as alfo cloth, rings, butconsi 5 ic. from whence it was 

concluded that they fometimes travelled to the north' 
ward, as no Ihip, for years paff, had touched at this 
part of Terra del Fuego. The natives here did not 
Ihew any furprife at the fight of fire-arms, but appeared 
to be well acquainted with their ufe. it is likely that 
the fpoton which the Dodor and Mr. Banks met them, 
was not a fixed habitation, as their houfes did not feem 
as if they were ereded to ftand for any long time, and 
they had no boats or canoes among them, 1 hey did not. 
appear to have any form of government, or any ideas ot 
fubordination. They feemed to be the very outcaffs of 
men; and a people thatpaffed their lives in wandering 
in a forlorn manner over dreary waftes; their dwelling 
being a thatched hovel, and their cloathing fcarcely fui- 
ficient to keep them from pcrifiiing with cold, .even in 
thofe climates. Their only food was ftiell-lilh, which 
on any one fpot muff foon be exhaufted ; nor had they, 
the rudeff implement of art, not even fo much as was 
necelTary to drefs their food, yet amidff all this, we are 
told, that they appear to enjoy that content which is 
feldom found in great and populous cities ; a fpecies of 
content, which, if they really enjoyed it, muff have, 
arifen from ftupidity, a fatisfadtion the offspring of the 
greateft ignorance. Such is the.ftace of uncultivated 
nature; fuch the rude form which uncivilife^ man puts 
on. The wants of thefe people feemed to be few; but 
fome wants all mankind muff have, and even the moff 
fimpleofthem, thefe poor favages appeared fcarcely 
in a condition to gratify. The calls of hunger and 
thirft muff: be obeyed, or man muff periffi, yet the peo¬ 
ple in queftion feemed to depend on chance for the 
means of anfwering them. Thofe who can be happy 
in fuch a lituation, can only be fo, becaufe they have 
not a due feeling of their mifery. Wc know that there 
have been admirers of fimple nature amongft the phi- 
lofophers of all ages and nations; and certainly fimple 
nature hds her beauties. In regard to the vegetative 
and brute creation, file operates with refiftlefs energy; 
her power is prevalent as her pencil is inimitable; but 
w'hen we afeend in the fcale of beings, and come to 
examine the human race, what (hall wc find ibem, with-* 
out cultivation ? It is here that inffindl ends and reafon 
begins ; and without entering into the queffion. Whe¬ 
ther a ftate of nature is a ffate of war ? when we ob- 
ferve the innumerable inconveniences to which thofe 
arefubjedt on whom the light of fcience never dawned, 
we may eafily determine in the favour of thofe artsr 
which have civilized mankind, formed them into fo- 
cieties, refined their manners, and taught the nations 
where they have prevailed, to protect thofe rights 
which the untutored favages have ever been obliged to 
yield to the fiiperior abilities of their better inffrucled 
■ invaders, and have thus fallen a prey to European ty¬ 
ranny. 

Wc obferved in this place feals, £ea-lions, and dogs, 
and no other quadrupeds; neverthelefs it is probable 
there are other kinds of animals in the country; for 
Mr. Banks remarked from a hill, an impreffion of th« 
foot-ffeps of a large animal on the furface of a bog, 
but of what kind it was he could not determine. Not 
any land-birds were feen larger than an Englilh black¬ 
bird, hawks and vultures excepted. Ducks and other 
water-fowls we faw in abundance j alfo ffielkfilh, clams, 
and limpets. The country, though uncleared, had nei¬ 
ther gnat, mufquito, nor any other noxious or trouble- 
fome animals. A great variety of plants were found 
by the Dodor and Mr. Banks. The wild celery and 
feurvy-grafc are fijppofed to contain antifeorbutic qua¬ 
lities, which will therefore be of fervice to the crews 
of fuch fiiips as hereafter may touch at this place, after 
a long voyage. The latter is found in abundance near 
fprings and in damp places, particularly at the water¬ 
ing place in the bay ot Good Siiccefs, and it refembles 
! the Englifii cuckow flower, or lady’s-fmock. The 
wild celery is like what grows in our gardens in Eng¬ 
land, but the leaves are of a deeper green. This plant 
; may be found in plenty near the beach, and upon the 
land above the fpring tides. In taffe it is between that 
of celery and parfiey, 1 he grateful fcainan, long con¬ 
fined 
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fined to fait provifions, enj()y this healing vegetable 
dicty as a fpecial bleffing of an all gracious Provi- 
dence, particularly vifible in providing in different cli¬ 
mates different food and nourifhmcnt, fuitable to his 
nature, wants and neccflitieSi 

On Sunday, Jan. 22, having got in our wood and 
water, we failed out of the bay, and continued our 
courfe through the Streight; and in paffing this, not- 
withftanding the defeription which foine voyagers ha¥e 
given of Terra del Fuego, we did not find that it had, 
agreeable to their reprefentations, fuch a forbidding 
arpe(fl:. On the contrary, we found the fea coafts and 
‘ the fides of the hills cloathed with Verdure. Indeed 
the fummits of the hills were barren, but the valleys 
appeared rich, and a brook was generally found at the 
foot of almofi: every hill; and though the water had a 
reddifii tinge, yet it was far from being ill cafted. Upon 
the whole, it was the befi: wc took on board during our 
voyage. Nine miles weftward of cape St. Diego, the 
low point that forms the north entrance of theStreight 
of Le Maire, are three hills, called the Three Bro¬ 
thers ; and on Terra del Fuego is another hill, in the 
form of a fugar-loaf, which ftands on the weff fide not 
far from the lea. We had not that difficulty mentioned 
In the hiftory of Lord Anfon’s voyage, in finding where 
the (freight of Lc Maire lies. No lliip can well mifs 
the (freight that keeps Terra del Fuego in fight, for it 
will then be eafily diicovered ; and Staten ifland which 
lies on the eaff (ide will be (fill more plainly perceived, 
for there is no land on Terra del Fuego like it. And 
let it be further particularly obferved, that the entrance 
of the fireight Ihould be attempted only with a fair 
wind, when the w eather too is moderate, and likewife, 
upon the beginning of the tide of flood, which here 
falls out upon the full and change of the mpoii, about 
one or two o’clock ; let it alfo be remembered, to keep 
as near the (liore of Terra del Fuego as the winds will 
permit. 

The ffpeight of Le Maire is bounded on the w’eff by 
Terra del Fuego, and on the eaff by the wc(f end of 
Staten ifland, and is nearly five leagues in length, nor 
led in breadth. The bay of Good Succefs is feated 
about the middle of it, on the fide of Terra del Fuego, 
which prefents itfclf at the entrance of the (freight 
from the northward ; and the fouth end of it may be 
diflinguifiied by a land mark, refembling a road from 
the fea to the country. Tt affords good anchorage, and 
plenty of wood and water. Staten land did not ap¬ 
pear to Captain Cook in the fame manner as it did to 
Commodore Anfon. That horror and wildncfs, men¬ 
tioned by the Commodore, were not obferved by our 
gentlemen ; on the contrary the land appeared to be 
neither deffitute of wood iior verdure, nor was it co¬ 
vered with (how ; and on the north fide we faw the ap¬ 
pearances of bays and harbours. It is probable, that 
the feafon of the year and other circumffances might 
concur to occafion fuch different reprelciltations of a 
land, which all our circumnavigators muff own to be 
unfriendly and difagrceably fituated. On the weff fide 
of the cape of Good Succefs, whereby is formed the 
fouth weft entrance of the (freight, we faw the mouth 
of Valentine’s bay ; from whence the land lies in a di- 
re6fion weft (bath-weft for more than twenty leagues, 
appearing high and mountainousi with feveral inlets 
and bays, fourteen leagues from the bay of Good 
Succefs, fouth-weff half-weft, and nearly three leagues 
from the fiiore, is New Ifland ; terminating to the 
north-eaft in a remarkable hillock r and feven leagues 
from hence, fouth-weft, lies Evout s ifle ; a little to the 
weft of the fouth of which are two fmall low iflands, 
near to each other, called Barnevelt’s. Thefe arc partly 
furrounded with rocks, which rife to different heights 
above the water, and are twenty-four leagues from the 
ifreight of Le Maire. I'hree leagues fouth weft by 
fouth, from Barnevelt’s ifiands, is the (buth-eaft point 
of Hermit’s iflands, which lie fouth-caft and north- 
w^eft. They appeared to us, in different points of 
view, fometimes as one ifland, and at others as part 
of the main. From the fouth-eaff point of thefe iflands 
to Cape Horn, the courfe is fouth-v eft b\' fouth, diftant 
No- 2. 


three leagues. Hermit, who commanded the.Dutch 
fquadro.i in 1624, certainly put into fome of them, 
and Chapenham, -vice admiral of this fquadroii, 'firft 
difeovered that Cape Horn was formed by a clufter of 
iflands. Between the ftreight Le Maire and Cape Horn 
we found, when near the Ihore, the current fetting ge¬ 
nerally ftrong to the north-eaft; but wc loft it at the 
diftanceof fifteen or twenty leagues from land; 

January the 26th we took our dcpaiture from Cape 
Horn, and the fartheft fouthern latitude we made w as 
60 deg. 10 min. and our longitude was then 74 deg. 
30 min. weft. Cape Horn is iituated in 55 deg. 53 
min. fouth latitude, and 68 deg. 13 min^ weft longi¬ 
tude. The w'eather being very calm, Mr. Banks failed 
in a fmall boat to (lioot birds, w'hen he killed fome 
fliccr-watcrs, and albatroifes. The latter were larger 
than thofe which had been taken to the rthward of 
the ftreight, and proved to be very good food. At 
this time w^e found ourfelvcs to be 12 deg. to the weft- 
ward, and three and a half to the northw-ard of the 
ftreight of Magellan, having, from the eaft entrance 
of the ftreight, been three and thirty days in failing 
round Cape Horn. Noewithftanding the doubling of 
Cape Horn is reprefented as a very dangerous courfe, 
and that it is generally thought palling through the 
ftreight of Magellan is lefs perilous, yet the Endea¬ 
vour doubled it w ith as little danger as (lie would the 
north Foreland on the Kcntifli coaft ; the heavens were 
fcrcncly fair, the wind temperate, the weather plea- 
fan t, and, being near fhore, we had a very diftinef 
view of the coaft. The Dolphin, in her laft voyage, 
which was performed at the fame feafon with ours, was 
not Icfs than three months in palling through the 
ftreight of Magellan, not including the time that fiie 
lay in Port Famine ; and it was the opinion of Captain 
Cook, that if we had come through the ftreight, w c; 
Ihould not at this time have been in thefe fcas; 
and fiiould have fulfcred many inconveniences which 
we have not experienced. It is a qiicftion. Whe¬ 
ther it is better to go through the ftreight of Le Maire, 
or to (land to the eaftw'ard, and go round Staten land ? 
This can only be determined according to particular 
circumftances, which may make one or the other more 
eligible. The ftreight nuy be palled with fafety by at¬ 
tending to the directions already given ; but if the 
land is fallen in with to the eaftward of the ftreight, 
and the wind (hoiild prove tempeftuous, it would be 
beft, in our opinion, to go round Staten land. In any 
cafe, however, we cannot approve of running into the 
latitude of 61 or 62, before any attempt is made to 
(land to the w^eftward. 

March the ift w^c found ourfelves, both by obferva- 
tion and the log, in latitude 38 deg. 44 niin. fouth, 
and 110 deg. 33 min. weft longitude, a concurrence 
very fingular in a run of 660 leagues; and which 
proved, that no current had affeefted the (liip in her 
courfe, and it was likewife concluded, that w^e had 
not come near land of any confiderablc extent; for 
currents are always found at no great diftance from the 
fhore. Mr. Banks killed above (ixty birds in one 
day ; alfo two foreft flics, fuch as had never yet been 
deferibed ; he alfo found a cuttle-fifli of a fpecies dif¬ 
ferent from thofe generally known in Europe. This 
fifh had a double row of talons, refembling thofe of a 
cat, w^hich it could put forth or withdraw^ at plea- 
fure. When dreffed it made excellent foup. On 
the 24th our latitude was 22 deg. ii min. fouth, and 
127 deg. C5 min. w^eft longitude. On the 25th a young 
marine about twenty threw' himfelf overboard, on ac¬ 
count of a quarrel about a piece of feal (kin. which he 
took by w^ay of frolic ; but being charged with it as a 
theft, he took the accufation fo much to heart, that in 
the dufk of the evening he threw' himfelf into the fea 
and was drowned. 

On the 4th of April about 10 o’clock, A. M. Peter 
Brifcoci fervant to Mr. Banks, difeovered land to the 
fouth, at the diftance of about three or four leagues. 
Capt. Cook immediately gave orders to haul for it, 
when we found an ifland af an oval form, having a 
lagoon or lake in the center, that extended over the 
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greater part of it. the furrounding border of land 
was low and narrow in many places, efpccially towards 
the fouth, where the beach conlifted of a reet ot rocks. 
Three places on the north fide had the fame appearance, 
fo that on the w hole the land feemed to refemble feveral 
woody idands. To the welt was a large clump of trees, 
and in the center two cocoa-nut trees. When within 
a mile of the north fide, though w e caft out a line, no 
bottom could be found at 130 fathom, nor any good 
anchorage. This ifland w^as covered with trees, but 
w’c could difeern no other fpecies than the palm and 
the cocoa-nut. Several of the natives were difeovered 
on fhore. they appeared to be tall, with heads remark¬ 
able large, w hich probably fome bandage might have 
increafed. Their complexion was of the copper colour, 
and their hair was black. Some of thefe people were 
feen abreaft of the Ihip, holding poles or pikes of twice 
their own height. They appeared alfo naked, but 
when they retired, on the fliip^s palling by the iHands, 
they put on a light-coloured covering. Some clumps 
of palm-trees ferved them for habitations, which at a 
dirtance appeared like hilly ground, and the view ot 
the groves was a very agreeable one. Our captain 
called this place Lagoon IHand. It lay in 18 degiees 
fouth latitude, and 139 weft longitude. In the after¬ 
noon w-e again faw land to the north-w-eft, by fun-fet 
w e reached it, wdien it appeared to be a low iHand of a 
circular form, and about a mile in circumference. I'he 
land w'as covered with verdure of various kinds, but no 
inhabitants were vifible, nor any cocoa-nut trees. This 
illand is diftant from that of Lagoon about feven 
leagues north, and 62 weft, which our gentlemen on 
board named I'humb Cap. 

On the 5th we continued our courfe with a favour¬ 
able wind, and about three o’clock difeovered land to 
theweftward. It was low, in form refcmbling a bow. 
and in circumference feemed to be ten or twelve 
leagues. Its length is about three or four leagues, and its 
width about two hundred yards. The beach was flat, 
and feemed to have no other herbage upon it than fea- 
w ceds. The refemblanee of a bow was preferved in 
the arch and cord forming the kind, while the inter¬ 
mediate fpace was taken up by water. The arch, in 
cTcneral, was covered w ith trees of various verdure and 
dilfcrcnt heights. This iHand. from the fmoke that 
was difeovered. appeared to be inhabited, and we gave 
it the name of Bow IHand. 

On the 6th about noon, we again faw' kind to the weft, 
and at three o’clock we came up with it. This land 
feemed to be divided into two parts, or rather a collec¬ 
tion of iHands, (to which we gave the name of the 
Cyroups) to the extent of about nine leagues. The two 
lafgeft were divided from the others by a ftreight, the 


breadth of which was about hall a loilc. Some ot 

thefe iHands were ten miles or more in length, but ap¬ 
peared like long narrow ft rings ot land, not above a 
quarter of a mile in breadth ; blit they produced trees, 
however, of difterent kind^ among which was the 
cocoa-nut tree. Several of the inhabitants came out 111^ 
their canoes, and two ot them ftiewcd an intention Oi 
comincr on board ; but thele, like the reft. Hopped at 
the reS*. From the obfervations made, thefe people 1 
appeared to be about our lizC, and well made. Their ; 
complexion w'as brown, and they were naked. In ge¬ 
neral, they had two weapons, one was a long pole, 
fpear-pointed, and the other refcmbled a paddle. Se¬ 
veral of their canoes were conftnicftcd in fuch a manner 
as not to carry more than three perfons *, others were 
Htced up for fix or feven ; and one of thefe boats hoifted 
a ftiil, which was converted into an awning wdien a 
lliower of rain fell. Capt. Cook would not ftay for 
any of them, neither could wx* determine, whether the 
li«riials made were meant Ibr defiance, or for invitation; 
one party w aving their hats, and another anfwxring by 
IhoLiting. In this refpeeft it was not judged prudent to 
try the experiment, in order to be convinced, as the 
iHand appeared of no importance, and the crew^ not 
being in want of any thing it could produce. This 
curiolity was therefore laid afidc, in expcdlation of icon 
difeovering the iHand, wLere we had been dircv^ted to 
make our aftronomical obfervations, the natives of 
which, it was rcafonable to conjeiture, would make liO 
rcfiftancc, having already experienced the dangc^r of op- 
poling an European force. 

On the 7th we difeovered another iHand, judged to 
be in compafs about five miles, being very low, and 
having a piece of w^atcr in the center. It appeared to 
abound in wood, and to be covered with verdure, but 
we faw no inhabitants upon it. It was named B rd 
IHand, from the number of birds that w ere feen Hying 
about. This lies in latitude 17 deg. 48 min. fouth, 
and 143 deg. 35 min. weft longitude; diftant ten 
leagues, in the direction weft, half north from the wxft 
ciic? of the Groups. 

On the 8th in the afternoon we faw land to the north¬ 
ward, and came abreaft of it in the evening, at about 
five miles diftance. This land feemed to be a chain 
of low iHands, of an oval ligure, and conliHcd of coral 
and fand, with a few clumps ot fmall trees, and in 
the middle of it was a lagoon. On account of its ap¬ 
pearance, it was called Chain IHand. ^ 

On the loth, after a tempcftuoiis night we came in 
fight of Ofnaburgh iHand, called by the natives 
Maitea. This illand is circular, about four miles in 
circumference, partly rocky, and partly'Covered with 
trees. 
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O N the nth wx made Otaheitc, or as captain 
Wallis had named it, king George the Third’s 
IHand. The calms, prevented our approaching it till 
the morning of the izth, when a breeze fprung up, 
and feveral canoes were lecn making tow ards the lliip. 
Ixw^ of them, howxver, would come near, and thofe 
who did could not be perfuaded to come on board. 
They had brought with them young plantains and 
branches of trees, which were handed up the Hiip’s 
fide, and, by their dcfire, were ftiick in confpicuous 
parts of the tigging as tokens of peace and friendihip. 
We then purchafed their commodities, conlifting of 
cocoa-nuts, bananas, bread-fmit, apples and figs, wliich 


were very acceptable to the crew- On the evening ot 
the fame day we opened the north-w eft point ot the 
iHe, to w’hich the Dolphin’s people had given the name 
of York IHand. We lay oft' and on all night, and in 
the morning of the 13th wx entered Port Royal Har¬ 
bour in the iHand of Otaheitc, and anchored within 
half a mile of the fhore. Many of the natives came olF 
immediately in their canoes, and brought w'ith them 
bread-fruit, co oa-nuts, apples, and fome hogs, wEicli 
they bartered for beads and other trinkets with the 
fliip’s company. The tree w^hich bears the bread-fruit 
is about the fize of a horre-chefnuf. its leaves are near 
a foot and a half in length, in Hiapc oblong, and very 
I much 
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much rcfemble thofe of the iig-trce. The fruit is not 
unlike the cantaloupe melon: it is inelofed in ^ 

Ikin, and its core is as large as a man’s thumb. 1 he 
fubllance of' this fruit is fomcwhat like that of new 
bread, and as white as the blanched almond. 
be roafted, and when eaten it has the tafle of a (light 



Among thofe who came on board the Endeavour, 
\vas an elderly man, named Owhaw, known to Mr. 
Gore and others who had vifited this ifland with cap- ! 
tain Wallis. Ov^'haw being confidcred by our gentle¬ 
men as a very ufeful man, they ftudied to plcafe him, 
and to gmtify all his wilhes. As .our continuance in 
George’s IQand w^as not likely to be very Ihoit, certain 
rules were drawn up to be obferved by every perfon on 
board his majefly's bark the Endeavour, for the better 
eftablifliing a regular trade with the natives. The (ub- 
ftance of thefe rules were, That in order to prevent 
quarrels and confufion, every one of the (hip’s crew 
Ihould endeavour to treat the inhabitants of Otaheite 
with humanity, and by all fair means to cultivate a 
frienddiip with them. That no officer, Teaman, or ^ 
other perfon, belonging to the IKip, excepting fuch 
only who were appointed to barter with the natives, 
jffiould trade, or offer to. trade, for any kinds of provi- 
fion, fruit, or dther produce of the iOand, without hav¬ 
ing exprefs leave fo to do. I'hat no perfon (lioiild cm- . 
bcSzle, trade, or offer to ti*ade with any part of the 
(hips (lores: and, that no fort of iron, or any thing 
made of iron, nor any fort of cloth, or other ufeful ar¬ 
ticles in the Ihip, ihould be given, in exchange forjany 
thing but provilion.’^ Thefe neceffary -’rules wene fign- 
ed by Capt. Cook, and, being his orders, to the non- 
obfcrvance of therii were' annexed certain penalties, 
belides the punifhmcnt according to the ufual; cullom 


of the navy. _ ' ‘, 

When the bark Was properly fecured, Capt. Cook, 
Mr. Banks,: and Dr. Solander, w-^ent oiTlhore, with a 
party under arms,i and. their friend the old Indian. 
They were> received by fome hundreds-of the natives 
with awe and reverence,: who exchanged the tokens of 
peace, and offered to condud them to a fpot of ground, 
which would be more convenient for them to occupy, 
than that wffiere they had landed. On their way, the 
Englilh made the Indians fome prefents, wffiich the 
latter very thankfully received. They now took a cir¬ 
cuit of about four miles through groves of the bread- 
fmit and cocoa-trees. Intermingled with thefe were 
the dwellings of the natives, which conliffed of huts 
without wails. In the courfe of their joiirney they 
found but few fowls or hogs, and underftood, that none 
of their coridudors, nor any of the people they had 
hitherto feen, were perfons of rank in the ifland. 
Thofe of our crew, who had before been at Otaheite in j 
the Dolphin, were likewifc of opinion, that*the queen’s ^ 
refidence had been removed, as no rtaces of it were now • 
to be difeovered. 

Next day, in the morning, before they could leave 
the (liip, feveral canoes came about her (tiled with peo¬ 
ple, whofe drefs denoted them to be of the fuperior 
clafs. Two of thefe came on board, and each of them 
fixed upon a friend: one of them chofc Mr. Banks, 
and the other Captain Cook. The ceremonials confi(led 
of taking off their cioaths in great part, and putting 
them upon their adopted friends. This compliment 
was returned by our gentlemen prefenting them with 
fome trinkets. They then made (igns for their new 
friends to go with them to the place of their abode; and 
the latter being dclirous of being acquainted with the 
people, and'finding out a more convenient harbour, 
accepted the invitation, and went with them, accom¬ 
panied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook, 
and others. We all landed in two boats at the diftance 
of about three m'iUs, among a great number of the na¬ 
tives, wffio conducted us to a large habitation, where 
we were introduced to a middle-aged man, named 
Tootahah. When we were feated, he prefented to 
Mr. Banks a cock, a hen, and a piece of perfumed 
cloth, which compliment was returned by a prefent 


from Mr. Banks. We were tlien conduced to feveral 

other large dwellings, wherein we walked about with 
great freedom, dhe ladies fo far from ihunning, 
invited, and even prelTed us to be feated. By (rc- 
qucntly pointing to the mats upon the ground, and 
fometimes drawing us down .upon them, wediad no 
doubt of their being, lefs jealous of obfervation than 
we were; but the hnts.tliar are all open, except a roof, 
alfordcd no place of requifite retiremenr. Walking 
afterwards along the Ihore, we met, accompanied^ by 
a o-reat number of natives, another chief named Tu- 
bourai Tamaidc, with whom wc fettled a treaty of 
peace, in the manner before deferibed. I'his chief 
gave us to underdand, that he had provifions at our 
fervicc, if wc chofe to cat, which he produced, and 
we dined heartily upon bread-fruit, plantai.ns, and 
hlh. During this vifit, Idmio, the chiefs v\ ife, placed 
herfclf upon 1 :he. fame mat with Mr. Banks clofc by 
him; but as (he was not young, nor appeared ever 
to have poffeiTed many charms, this gentleman paid 
little attention to her; and.Tomfo received an addi¬ 
tional mortification, vhen Mr. Banks beckoned to a 
pretty girl, who, with fome reludanee. came and 
placed hcrlclf by him. The princefs was fomcwhat 
chagrined at this preference given to her rival; never- 
thelcfs (he continued her affiduities to her guell. I his 
whimiical fccne was interrupted by an event of a more 
ferious nature; Dr. Solander having miffed his opera 
glafs, a complaint was made to the chief, which inter- 
ruptcd.the convivial party. Tlte complaint was inforced 
by Mr. Banks’s (larting up and (Iriking the butt-end ot 
his mufquet againft the ground, which flruck the Iri- 
dians with fuch a panic ^that all of them ran precipi¬ 
tately out jot* the .hoLife, except the chief and a few 
others of the fuperior clafs. That no difadvantageous 
notions might be entertained of them on account of 
this circuinhaiice, the chief oKerved, with an air ot 
o-reat probity. That the place which the Doctor had 
mentioned on this occaiion, was not within his dihridl, 
but that he would fend to the chief of it, and endea¬ 
vour to recover it, adding, that if this could not be 
done, he would make the Dodor compenfation, by 
giving him as much hew cloth, (of which he produced 
laro-e quantities) as (liould bethought equal to the va¬ 
lued The cafe however was brought in a little time, 
and the glafs itfelf foon after, which deprived us of 
the merit we (liould otherwife have had in refuling 
the cloth which had been offered us. But it afforded 
nn opportunity of convincing the natives of our gene- 
rofiiiy, by lav idling rewards upon them for- an aclion, 
to which fclf-intered had been the motive, rather than 
any fentiment of probity; to v. hich, from numerous 
•tranfadnons, they appeared to be abiblutely dranger.s. 
After this adventure was amicably terminated, we re¬ 
turned to the (hip about fix o’clock in the evening. On 
.Saturday the 15th, in the morning, feveral of the 
chiefs, one of whom was very corpulent, came on 
board from the other point, bringing with them hogs, 
bread-fruit, and other refredimcnts, in exchange for 
wdiich they received linen, beads, and other trinkets; 
but fome of them took the liberty of dealing the 
lightening chain. This day the captain, attended by 
Mr. Banks, and fome of the other gentlemen, went on 
(bore to fix on a proper fpot to ered a fort for their de¬ 
fence, during their day on the idand, and the ground 
was accordingly marked out for that purpofe; a great 
number of the natives looking on all the^ while, and be¬ 
having in the mod peaceable and friendly manner. 

Mr. Banks and his friends having feen few hc^s and 
poultry in their w’alks, they fulpccled that they had 
been driven up the country; for which reafon they 
determined to penetrate into the woods, the tent be- 
ing guarded by a petty officer and a party of marines- 
On this exGurdon feveral of the natives accompanied 
the Englilh. While the party were on their march 
they were alarmed by the difeharge of two pieces fired 
by the guard of the tent. Owhaw' having now called 
together the captain’s party, difperfed all the Indians, 
except three, vvho in token of their fidelity broke 
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biuticiies of trees, according to their cullom, and 
whom it was thought proper to retain. When they re¬ 
turned to the tent, they found that an Indian having 
fnatched away one of the centinefs mufquets, a young 
inidrii-pman> who commanded the party, was fo im¬ 
prudent as to give the marines orders- to fire, which 
were obeyed, and many of the natives were wounded ; 
but this did not fatisfy them, as the offender had not 
fallen, they therefore purfued him and revenged the 
theft by his death. This aclion, which was equally in- 
confiftent with policy and humanity, could not but be 
very difpleafing to Mr. Banks ; but as what had palfed 
could not be recalled, nothing remained but to endea¬ 
vour to accommodate matters with the Indians-. Ac¬ 
cordingly he crolTed the river where he met aii old 
man, through whofe mediation fcvcral of the natives 
were prevailed to come over to them, and to give the 
ufual tokens of friendlhip. The next morning, how¬ 
ever, they faw but few of the natives on the banks, 
and none came on board, from whence it w'as con¬ 
cluded that the treatment they had received the former 
day was not yet forgotten, and the Englilh were con¬ 
firmed in this opinion by Owhaw’s having left them. 
In confequence of thefe circumftances, the captain 
brought the fhip nearer to the fhore, and moored her 
in fuch a manner as to make her broad-lide bear on the 
fpot which they had marked out for eroding their little 
fortification. But in the evening the captain and fome 
of the gentlemen going on Ihorc, the Indians came 
round them, and trafficked with them as ufuaL 

Mr. Banks on the 17th, had the misfortune to lofe 
Mr. Buchan. The fame day they’received a vifit from 
'Tubour^ii Tumaida, and Tootahah. They brought with 
them fome plantain branches, and till thefe were re¬ 
ceived, they would not venture on board. They bar¬ 
tered fome bread-fruit and a hog which was ready 
drcffed, for nails, with the Englifh. 

I'he fort began to be ereded on the 18th. And now 
fome of the company were employed in throwing up 
intrenchments, whilfl: others were bufied in cutting 
fafeines and pickets, in which work the Indians afhfted 
them They fortified three fides of the place, with in¬ 
trenchments, and pallifadoes, and upon the other which 
was flanked by a river, where a breaft-work was formed 
by the water-cafks. The natives brought down fuch 
quantities of bread fruit and cocoa-nuts this day, that 
it was neceffary to refufe them, and to let them know 
that none would be w-anting for two clays. Mr. Banks 
flept for the firff time on fhore this night. None of the 
Indians attempted to approach his tent, he had how¬ 
ever taken the precaution of placing centinels about it, 
for its defence, in cafe any attack fliould be meditated. 

Tubourai Tumaida vifited Mr. Banks at his tent on 
Wednefday the 19th, and brought with him his wufe 
and family with the materials for crcL^ing a houfe in¬ 
tending to build it near the fort. He afterwards afked 
that gentleman to accompany him to the woods. On 
their arrival at a place w^here he fomecimes refided, he 
prefented his guefts wdth two garments, one of which 
was of red cloth, and the other was made of fine mat¬ 
ting ; having thus clothed Mr. Banks, he conducted 
him to the fhip, and ftaid to dinner with his wife and 
fon. They had a difli ferved up that day, w'hich w^as 
prepared by the attendants ofTubcHirai Tumaida,which 
feemed like wheat flour, and being mixed with cocoa- 
nut liquor, it was ftirred about till it became a jelly. 
Its flavour was fomething like blanc mange. A fort of 
market was now eftabliflied withgut the lines of the fort, 
which was tolerably w'ell fupplied, and Tubourai Tu¬ 
maida was a frequent gueft to Mr. Banks, and the 
other Englifli gentlemen. He w as the only native that 
attempted to ufe a knife and fork, being fond of adopt¬ 
ing European manners. Mr. Monkhoufe the furgeon 
be mg abroad on his evening w'alk, reported that he 
had icen the body of a man who had been (hot from 
the tent, of which he gave the following account.T- 

The corpfe was depofited in a fhed, clofe to the 
houfe where the deceafed had refided w'hcn he was 
alive, and others were within ten yards of it. It w^as 
about fifteen feet in length, and eleven in breadth, and 
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the height w as proportionable. The fidcs and one end 
were inclofcd with a fort of wicker work; the other 
end was intircly open.- The body lay on a bier, the 
frame of which w as of wood, fupported by pofls.aboiit 
five feet high, and was covered with a mat, over which 
lay a white cloth: by the fide of it lay a wooden macc, 
aiid towards the head two cocoa fiiclls ; towards the 
feet was a bunch of green leaves, and fmall dried 
boughs tied together, and fiuck in the ground, near 
w hich was a fionc about the fize of a cocoa-nut; here 
w-erc alfo placed a young plantain tree, and a fionc 
axe. A great many palm nuts were hung in firings at 
the open end of the filed ; and the ftem of a palm- 
tree was fiuck up on the outfide of it, upon w hich was 
placed a cocoa-lhell filled w'ith water. At the fide of 
oite of the ports there hung a little bag w'ith fome 
•roafted pieces of bread-fruit.'’ The natives were not 
pleafed at his approaching the body, their jealoiify ap^ 
pearing plainly in their countenances and gefiures. 

On the 22d we were entertained by fome of the mu- 
ficians of the country, who performed on an infiru- 
ment fomewhat refcmbling a german flute, but the 
performer blew through his- noftril infiead of his 
mouth, and others accompanied this infirument, Ting¬ 
ing only one tune.- Some of the Indians brought their 
axes to- grind and repair, mofi of which they had ob-i 
tained from Captain Wadi is and his people in the D0I-. 
phin ; but a French one occafioned- a little fpcculation, 
and at length upon enquiry, it appeared to have been 
left here by. M. dc Bougainville. 

On the 24th Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander made an 
excurfion into the country, and fbund it level and fer¬ 
tile along the fliore, for about two miles to the cafi- 
w-ard ; after which the hills reached quite to the wa¬ 
ter’s alge and farther oii they ran out into the Tea. 
Having pafled thefe hills, which continued about three 
^miles, w e eaitieto an extenfive plain, abounding with 
good habitations, and the people feemed to enjoy a 
confiderable fliarc of property. The place was render¬ 
ed fiill more agreeable by. a wide river ifTuing from a 
a valley, and w hich watered it. We eroded this river, 
when perceiving the coUntry to be barren, w'c refolved 
to return. Juft as w'e were about fo to do, W'e were of¬ 
fered fome refrefliment by a man, which fome writers 
have exprefTed to be a mixture of many nations, but 
different from all, his (kin being of a dead white, 
though fome parts of his body were not fo white as 
others; and his hair, eye-brows and beard were as 
white as his fkin. His eyes appeared like thofe that 
arc blood-fliot, and he feemed as if he was near- 
fighted. Upon our return, the exceflive joy of Tu¬ 
bourai Tamaide and his women is not to be cx- 
prelTed. 

On the 25th, in the evening, feveral of the gentle¬ 
mens knives being nufiing, Mr. Banks, who had loft 
his among the reft, accufed Tubourai Tamaide of hav¬ 
ing taken it, w hich as he was innocent, occafioned him 
a grcjlt deal of unmerited anxiety. He made figns, 
while the tears fiarted from his eyes, that if he ha(i 
ever been guilty of fuch a theft as w as imputed to him, 
he w^ould fuffer his throat to be cut. But though he 
was innocent, it was plain from many inftances, that 
the natives of this ifland w^ere very much add idled to 
thieving ; though Mr. Banks’s fervant had mifiaid the 
knife in ejueftion, yet the reft w'ere produced in a rag, 
by one of the natives. 

When the guns on the 26th, which were fix fwivels, 
had been mounted on the fort, the Indians feemed to 
be in great trouble, and feveral of the filhcrmcn re¬ 
moved, fearing, notwithftanding allthc marks of frtend- 
fhip that had been lhew*n to them by our |>eople, they 
fhould, within a few days, be fired at from the fort: 
yet tlie next day, being the 27ch, Tubourai Tamaide 
came with three w omen, and a friend of his, who w’as a 
remarkable glutton, into the fort to dine with us,- and 
after dinner returned to his own houfe in the woodv 
In a fliorc time after he came back to complain to Mr. 
Banks, of a butcher, who had threatened to cut his 
wife’s throat, becaufe fiie would not barter a ftone 
hatchet for'a nail. It appearing clearly that the often- 
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der had infringed one of the rules enjoinedTiy the 
Captain for trading with the natives, he was flogged 
on board in their light. Wh?n the firft ftrokc had 
been given they were humane enough to interfere, and 
ihtreated carneffly that the culprit might be untied ; 
but when this favour was denied them, they Ihcwed 
(trono* turns of concern, and burfl. into tears. 

On the 28th, Terapo, one of Tabourai Tamaide’s 
female attendants, came down to the fort in the greatefl: 
athi(^lion, the tears gufiiing from her eyes. Mr. Banks 
feeing her full of lamentation and forrow, infilled upon 
knowing the caufe, but inflead of anf\A ering, flic fltuck 
herfelf feveral times with a fliark’s tooth upon her 
head, till an effufion of blood followed, while her 
diflrefs was difregarded by feveral Other Indians, who 
continued laughing and talking wdth the utmofl un¬ 
concern. After this, flie gathered up fome pieces of 
cloth, which fhe had thrown down to catch the blood, 
and tiirew^ them into the fca, as if fhe wiflied to pre¬ 
vent the leaft trace and mark of her abfurd behaviour. 
She then bathed in the river, and with remarkable 
-chearfulnefs returned to the tent, as if nothing extraor¬ 
dinary had happened. During the forenoon of this 
day the Indian canoes were continually coming in, and 
people of both fexes filled the tents of the fort. Mr. 
Molineux, mailer of the Endeavour, feeing a woman 
whofe name was Oberea, he declared fhc was the fame 
perfon, whom he judged to be the queen of the ifland 
when he was there with Captaia Wallis. The eyes of 
every one were now fixed on her, of'whom fo much 
had been faid by the crew of the Dolphin, and in the 
account given of her by the captain. With regard to 
her perfon, fhc w^as tall and rather large made ; fhe was 
about forty years of age, her fkin white, and her eyes 
had great expreflion in them : flie had been haiidfome, 
but her beauty w^as now' upon the decline. It w as not 
lono- before an olfer was made to conduct her on board 
the^fliip, which fhe accepted. Many ])rcfenrs were 
made her, particularly a child’s doll, w hich flie viewed 
very attentively. Captain Cook accompanied her on 
fhore, and when we landed, flie prefented him with 
a iiog and fome plantains, in return for his prefents, 
which w'ere carried to the fort in procefTion, Oberea and 
the Captain bringing up the rear. In the w ay they met 
Tootahah, who, though not king, feemed to be at this 
time inverted with fovereign authority. Envy is found 
among thofe who are fuppofed to be the children of 
fimple nature. Her influence was plainly vifible in a 
matter which to us was rather a fiibjedt of laughter 
than of ferious confideration. Tootahah no foonerfaw 
the doll, than he difcovercd ftrong fymptoms of jea- 
loufy, nor could any method be found of conciliating 
'his fricndfhip, but tha.t of complimenting him with a 
baby alf6. A doll was now preferable to a hatchet; 
but a very fhort time taught the Indians the fuperior 
value of iron, w hich, on account of its ufefuInefs, pre¬ 
vailed over every other conlidcration. To fijch of the 
men who came from time to time on board, the fhip’s 
provilions feemed to be very acceptable, but the women 
did not chufe to ratle them; and though they were 
courted to dine with our gentlemen, yet, for reafons 
known only to themfelv^s, they preferred the eating of 
plantains with the fervants. 

On the 29th, near noon, Mr. Banks paid a vifit to 
Oberea, but was informed that llie was aflecp under 
the awming of her canoe ; and, going to call her up, 
was furprized at finding her in bed with a young fellow 
of aboui twenty-live years of age, a difcovcry which 
caufed him to retire rather difconccited ; but he foon 
underftood that a commerce of this kind was by no 
means confidcred as fcandalous, the ladies frequently 
courting the men to amorous dalliance, of which they 
made no fecrct; and as to young Obadee, found in 
bed with the queen, he was well known by every one 
to be the cbjeCi: of her lafeivious hours. The queen 
foon got up, and dreffed herfelf to w^ait upon Mr. 
Banks, and, after having, as a token of her particu¬ 
lar regard, put on him a fuit of fine cloth, they pro¬ 
ceeded together to the tents. In the evening Mr. 
Banks vifited Tubourai Tamaide. He was allonillied 
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to find this chief and his family in tears, arid not being 

able to difeover the caufe, he foon took leave of them. 
Upon his return the officers told him, that Owhaw had 
foretold, that the guns W'ould be fired w'ithin four 
days, and as this was the eve of the third day, they 
were alarmed at the fituation they judged thcrnfelvcs 
to be in. As w'e w^ere apprehenfive of ill confcqucnccs 
from this prepofleflion, the centinels w'cre doubled at 
the fort, and W'e thought it nccclTary to keep under 
arms; but Mr. Banks walking round the point, at tw^o 
in the morning, and finding nothing that might tend 
to encourage his fufpicions, he dropped them, and 
relied fecure in the fort. This our little foitification 
w^as now complete. A bank of earth four feet and an 
half high on the infide, and a ditch without ten feet 
broad and fix deep, formed the north and fouth Tides. 
On the well, oppofite the bay, was another bank 
(with pallifadoes upon it) four feet high ; but a ditch 
w as Linnecefiary, the w’orks being at high-w-ater mark. 
Upon the river’s bank, on the eaft fide, was a range of 
water calks, filled with water. This being thought 
the w'eakell fide, we planted two four pounders, and 
mounted fix fwivel guns, which commanded the only 
two avenues from the woods. We had about forty- 
five men in this fort, including the officers, and other 
gentlemen who refided on fliore. 

On the 30th Tomio came in great halle to our tents, 
and taking Mr. Banks by the arm, told him that Tii- 
bourai Tamaide wvis dying, owing to fomewhat that 
had been given him by our people, and intreated him 
inllantly to go to him. Accordingly Mr. Banks w^ent, 
and found the Indian very lick. He had been vomit¬ 
ing, and had thrown up a Iqaf w'hich they faid con¬ 
tained fome of the poifon. Jvlr. Banks having ex?.- 
mined the leaf, found it was nothing but tobacco, 
which the Indian had begged of fome of the fhip’s 
company. 

The matter, however, appeared in a very ferious 
light to Tubourai Tamaide, who really concluded from 
the violent licknefs he fullered, that he had fwallow'ed 
fome deadly drug, the terror of which no doubt con¬ 
tributed to make him yet more fick. While Mr. Banks 
was examining the leafj he looked up to him, as if he 
had been jull on the point of death. But w hen the na¬ 
ture of this dreadful poifon w as found out, he only or¬ 
dered him to drink of cocoa-nut milk, w hich foon rc- 
llorcd him to health, and he was as chearful as before 
the accident happened. Thefe people feemed in par¬ 
ticular inllances to be fometimes flrangely afflicted 
from flight caufes. 

On the ill of May, Captain Cook having produced 
an iron adze, w hich w^as made in imitation of the Hone 
ones ufed by the natives, Ihcwcd it to Tootahah, as a 
ciiriofity. The latter fnatched it up and infified on 
having it; and though he was oflered the choice of 
any of the articles in the chells which were opened 
before him, yet he would not accept of any thing in 
its Bead. A chief dined w’ith us that day, who had 
been on board fome time before, accompanied by fome 
of his women that ufed to feed him. He now came 
alone; and when all things were fet ready for dinner, 
the captain helped him to fome vidluals, fuppofing 
that he would have difpenfed with the ceremony of be¬ 
ing fed; but he was deceived; for the chief never at¬ 
tempted to eat, and would have gone without his din¬ 
ner, if one of the fervants had not fed him. I'he 
next morning, May 2, we took the allronomical qua¬ 
drant and fome of the inllrumcnts on fiiore that afier- 
noon ; and to our great furprife when we wanted to 
make ufe of the quadrant, the next day, it was not to 
be found ; a matter w hich was looked upon as the more 
extraordinary, as a centinci had been placed for the 
whole night w ithin a few yards of the place where it 
was depofited. Our own people, at firll, were fufpccfl- 
ed of being concerned in this theft, and, as the in- 
I firument had never been taken out of the cafe, it was 
fufpedled that fome perfon might have carried it off, 
under the fupjxifitLon that its contents were articles 
ufed in traffic. A fl ri( 3 : fearch was made in and about 
j the fort, and a confiderable reward offered in order to 
I F obtain 
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obtain it again* But 'all this proving fruitless, Mr. 
Banks, accompanied by Mr. Green and fome other 
gentlemen, fet out for the woods, where they thought 
they might probably get fome tidings of what was 
Helen. In their way, they met with Tubourai Ta- 
maide and fome of the natives. This chief was made 
to underHand by figns, that they had loft the quadrant, 
and that as fome of his countrymen mud: have taken 
it, they inliHed upon being flaewn the place vyhere it 
was concealed. Having proceeded a few miles to¬ 
gether, after fome enquiry, Tubourai Tamaide was in¬ 
formed who the thief w'as,.and it was found that he was 
then at a place about four miles diffant. As they had 
no arms but a brace of piflols, not caring to truH them- 
fclvcs fo far from the fort, a meflage was difpatched 
to Gapt. Cook, requeuing him to fend out a party to 
fupport them. The captain accordingly fet out with a 
party properly armed, after having laid an embargo 
upon all the canoes in the bay. 

In the mean time, Mr. Banks and Mr. Green pro¬ 
ceeded on their way, and at the place which had been 
mentioned, were met by one of Tubourai lamaidc*s 
own people, bringing with him part of the quadrant; 
the cafe and the other parts of the inftmment 
were recovered foonafterw^ards, when it was found that 
it had received no real injury, though it had been taken 
to pieces. 

. When they returned in the evening, they were much 
fiirprifed to find Tootahah under confinement in the 
fort, while a crowd of the natives furrounded the gate, 
ilifcoveriag marks of the greateO: anxiety for the fate of 
their chief. I'he occafion of his detention originated 
from the condud: of the Indians: alarmed at Capt. 
Cook's having gone up the country with an armed 
party, moft of the natives left the fort that evening, and 
one of the canoes attempted to quit the bay. The 
lieutenant who commanded on board the fliip, having 
it in charge not to fulFer any canoe to depart, fent a 
boat to detain her, but (he no fooner approached, than 
the Indians jumped into the fca. Tootahah being of 
the number, w^as taken up, and fent by the lieutenant 
to the oflkcr that commanded at the fort, who conclud¬ 
ed he fhouki do r'ght to detain him prifoncr, while the 
poor chief thought of nothing but being put to death, 
rill Capt. Cook caufed him to be returned, to the great 
joy of his countrymen. But the natives were ftill in¬ 
clined to bear this afi'air in their minds, and as a proof 
of it, they ncgledcd to fupply the market with provi- 
fions. Mr. Banks walking into the woods, heard 
great inurmurings concerning the treatment of Toota- 
hiih, who, as they faid, had been ill iifcd and beaten, 
though Mr. Banks declared he was quite ignorant of 
his having received fuch treatment. 

l lie chief now fent for fuch hogs to be refiored as 
he had left behind him, at firfi intending them as a 
prefent, which by this time, perhaps, he did not think 
the Engliili had merited ; but they refufed to fend them 
iinlcfs he would come himfelf, thinking by an interview 
to promote a reconciliation; and this they were the 
more delirous of, as they were told it would be a fort¬ 
night before he world pay them a vilit. 

On the 3d provifions were extremely fcarcc, as the 
markets continued to be ill fupplied on the account 
already mentioned ; and it was not without fome dif¬ 
ficulty, that Mr. I 3 anks got a few balkets of bread-fruit 
from Tubourai 'Famaide. lootahah on the 4rh fent 
for an axe and a ihirt in return for the Iwgs, which 
were accordingly promifed to be brought him the 
next day. He lent again early in the morning of the 
5ih, and Mr. Banks and the Doctor fet out in the pin¬ 
nace, taking with them one of Tootahah’s people and 
foon reached Eparre, where he relidcd, which was a 
few nules to the wefiward. When they arrived there, 
they f()ui\d a great number of the natives waiting for 
them on the ihore, and were conducted directly to the 
chief, the people notw ithHanding the oficnce they had 
lb lately taken, Ihoiicing out in their language, " Too¬ 
tahah is your friend." He was fitting under a tree, 
and fome old men ere Itanding about him. Haviiig 
TUf+de iigns for them to be feated, he alked for the axe, 
2 


which was then given him by Capt. Cook, as alfi) the 
fiiirt that he had demanded, and a broad-cloth garment, 
which latter he put ou, and was well pleafcd with the 
prefent. They ate a mouthful together in the boat, 
and were afterwards cohduded to a large court-yard 
on one fide of the chiefs houfe, where they were to be 
entertained with wrefiling alter the manner of the 
country. He himfelf fat at the upper end of the ama, 
having fcvcral of his principal men on each fide of him, 
who appeared as judges of the fport, which was as 

follow: . 17* 

Ten or twelve combatants entered the area, and 

after many llmple ceremonies of challenging, they 
engaged, and each endeavoured to throw his antagoniH 
by mere ftrength; thus they feized each other by the 
hand, or other parts of the l^ody, grappling, without 
the lealt art, till one, by having a greater hold, or 
firongcr mufcular force, threw' his antagoniH on his 
baekf The conquefi: was applauded by the old men 
with a few words repeated in a k nd of tunc, and with 
three huzzas. After one engagement another fuc- 
cceded; but if the combatants could not throw each 
other in the fpace of a minute, they parted, cither by 
confent, or the intervention of their friends. Several 
women of rank in the country were prefent, but it was 
thought they only attended this amufernent in compli • 
meiu to the Engtilh gentlemen. A man with a Hick, 
who made way for us when we landed, officiated as 
mailer of the 'ccrcraonies, keeping order among tha 
people, and thofe of them who prelTcd forw'ard'hc 
ftruck with his (lick very fmartly. During thefcathle¬ 
tic fports, another party of men performed a dance, 
for the fpace of a minute, but neither of thcTc parties 
took the lead notice of each other, their attention 
being wholly fixed on their own endeavours to plcafe 
and conquer. At the conclufion of this enteitainment, 
not unlike the wrcllling-matches of remote antiquity, 
wc were told, that fome hogs, and a large quantity of 
bread fruit were preparing for our dinner, very agree¬ 
able intelligence to thofe whofe appetites were fliarpcn- 
cd by their journey; but our holl, inllcad of fetting his 
two hogs before us, ordered one of them to be carried 
into our boat. Here we thought to have enjoyed our 
good cheer, and yet wc neither dined on fliore, nor in 
the boat, but at the dclirc of Tubourai Tamaide, pro-^ 
cceded as far as the lliip: no Imall mortification this, 
as wc had to row four miks, while our dinner 
was growing cold: however, we were at laft gratified 
w ith our promifed rcpall, of w'hich our chief and his 
friends had a liberal lharc. Tliis friendly reconcilia¬ 
tion between them and us, operated on the natives 
like a charm : for it was no fooner know n that Tubou¬ 
rai Tamaide was on board, than provifions of all kinds 
were brought to the fort in great plenty. 

On the 8th, early in the morning, Mr. Molinciix, 
the Maftcr, and Mr. Green fet out in the pinnace to 
theeafiward, in order to procure fome poultry, or hogs. 
TheyFaw many of the latter, and one turtle, yet could 
notpiirchafe either, becaufe they belonged to Tootahah, 
and without his pcrmilfion, the people could not be 
prevailed upon to fell them. Hence wc concluded that 
Tootahah was indeed a prince; and we afterwards 
learnt, that, in this part of the ifiand, he acted as regent 
for a minor, whom we never liuv all the time of our 
(lay here. However, fome time afterwards, having 
produced fome nails to baiter for provifions, we ob¬ 
tained near twenty cocoa-nuts, and fome bread-fruit, 
for one of the (mailcll fizc, fo that w c foon had plenty 
of thefe articles, though no hogs. In this excurlioii 
Mr. Green imagined he had difeovered a tree fixty 
yards in circumference; but, on his return, he was in¬ 
formed by our two gentlemen, that it was a fpccics 
of the fig, whofe branches bending dow’n to the earth 
take freili root, and thus form a mafs of trunks, which 
being all united by a common vegetation, might cafily 
be miftaken for one trunk or body. 

On the 9th in the forenoon, Oberca paid us a vifit, 
accompanied by her favourite Obadec, prefenting u§ 
with a hog and fome bread-fruit. This was the firll 
vilit we had received from this lady, iince the lois of 
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our quadrant, and the confinement of Tootahah. By 
this time our forge was fet up and at work, which 
afforded a new fubjcd of admiration to the Indians, 
and to Cape. Cook an additional opportunity olcon- 
ferrino- obligations on them, by penrutting the fmith, 
in his°leifure hours, to convert the old iron, which they 
were fuppofed to have procured from the Dolphin, into 
different kinds of tools. Oberea produced as much old 
iron as would have made for her another axe; this Ihe 
requeued to have done; however the lady could not be 
gratified in this particular, upon which ihe brought 
a broken axe, defiring it might be mended. 1 he axe 
was mended, and to all appearance ihe yv^ content. 
On their return home, the Indians took with them the 
canoe which had lain fome time at the point. 

On the loth we fowed, in ground properly prepared, 
feeds of melons and other plants, but none of them 
came up, except murtard. Mr. Banks thought the 
feeds werefpoiled by a total exclufion of frelhair, they 


having all been put into fmall bottles, and fcalcd up 

with rofin. We learnt this day, that the Indians called 
the ifland Otaheite, the name by which we have dif- 
tinguifhed it; but we were not fo fortunate in our en¬ 
deavours to teach them our names; and, after repeated 
attempts to pronounce them, which proved fruitlefs, 
they had recourfc to new ones, the producn;ions of their 
own invention. Capt. Cook they named Toote; Mr. 
Hicks. Hete. The maficr they called Boba, from his 
chrifiian name Robert; Mr. Gore, Toarro; Dr. .Solan- 
der, Torano; Mr. Banks, Tapane; Mr. Green, Eteree ; 
Mr. Parkinfon, Patani; Mr. Sporing, Polini; and fo on 
for the greatefl: part, of the (hip’s crew. Thcfe perhaps, 
were lignificant words in their own language ; and we 
are inclined to this opinion, becaufe Mr. Monkhoufe, 
who commanded the party, that fliot the man for deal¬ 
ing a mufket, they named Matte, wliich was not merely 
an arbitrary found, but in their language it fignified 
dead. 




CHAP. IV. 

An exfraordtnmy vijit—Divine fcYvice aliended hy the natives of OUiheiie-^ An uncommon fight—rithoutairamm^^^ 

TJiilty of theft A vift paid to Tootahah—Various adventures at that time, and an extraoiAinary amiifement of the Indians 

—A relation of zvhaihappened at the fort, while preparations zvere making to ohftrve iheTranft of Venus—The olfervations 
made zvilh great fuccefs—A particular account and defeription of an Indian funeral—An unufiial charaaeT among the 
Indians—A roUery at ihe fort—Specimen of Indian cookery—A narrative of various incidents-^A circumnavigation of 
the ifland and occurrences during this expedition—A burying f lace, and a Moral, or place ofzmrjhip dcfcrihed—An in- 
land expedition of Mr, Banks—Preparations made by the crew of the Endeavour to leave the ifland of Otaheite—An 
accountfthe departure of the Endeavour, and the behaviour of the natives, particularly of Tupid, on this occafion. 


O N the 12th of this month (May) an uncommon 
ceremony was performed by fome of the natives. 
As Mr. Banks was fitting in his boat, trading with 
them as ufual, fome ladies, who w^ere ftrangers, ad¬ 
vanced in procefTion tow\ards him. The red ot the 
Indians on each fide gave w^ay and formed a lane for 
the vidtors to pafs, who coming up to Mr. Banks, pre- 
fented him with fome parrots feathers, and various 
kinds of plants. Tupid, w'ho dood by Mr. Banks, aided 
as his madcr of the ceremonies, and receiving the 
branches, which were brought at dx diderent times, 
laid them down in the boat. After this fome large 
bundles of cloth were brought. Confiding of nine 
pieces, which being divided mto three parcels, one of 
the women, called Oorattooa, who appeared to be the 
principal, depping upon one of diem, pulled up her ; 
cloarhs as high as her waid, and then, with an air of * 
unadeded fimplicity, turned round three times- This 
ceremony die repeated, with fimilar circumdanccs, on 
the other two parcels of cloth; and the whole being 
then prefented to Mr. Banks, the ladies went and 
fainted him; in return for which extraordinary favours, 
he made them fuch prefents as he thought would bed 
pleafe them. In the evening the gentlemen of the 
fort were vidted by Oberea, and Ocheorea, her fa¬ 
vourite female attendabt, who was a very agreeable 
girl, and whom we were the more pleafed to fee, be¬ 
caufe it had been reported that die was either lick or 
dead. 

On the 13th Tubourai Tamaide odended Mr. Banks, 
by fnatelling his gun out of his hand, and firing it in 
the air; an adlion which alfo much furprized that gen¬ 
tleman, as he imagined him totally ignorant of the u(e 
of it. And as the ignorance of the people of thofe 
countries in regard to this particular, mud always caufe 
them to fear their gueds, Mr. Banks therefore made 
a ferious matter of what, probably, the other meant 
only as a joke, and, not without threats, gave him to 
iinderdand, that for him but to touch the piece was a 
high infiilt. 1‘hc odender made no reply, but fet out 
immediately, with his family, fbr Eparre. Great incon¬ 
venience being apprehended from this man, and a.s in 
many indanccs he had been particularly udful, Mr. 
Banks determined to follow him. Elc-fet out the fame 
evening from the fort, accompanied by Mr. Molineux, 
and found him in the middle of a large circle of people. 


the piclure of extreme grief, \vhich was alfo vifible in 
the countenances of his attendants. One of the women 
expreifed her trouble in the fame manner as Terapo 
had done, upon another occafion. Mr. Banks lod no 
time in endeavouring to put an end to all animofity. 
The chief was foothed into confidence, and, a double 
canoe being got ready, they all rctuj-ned together to 
the fort before dipper; and as a pledge of fincere re¬ 
conciliation, both he and his wife paffed the night in 
the tent of Mr. Banks. That very night, notwitlidand- 
ing their prefence, one of the natives attempted to dale 
the barracadoes of the fort; but, beingdifeovered by one 
of our centincls, he ran away much fader than any of 
our people could follow him. The temptation which 
caufed him to attempt what might have cod him his 
life, '\^•as, doubtlcfs the iron and iron tools which were 
in life at the armourer’s forge: incitements to theft 
which none of the Indians could refid. 

On Sunday the 14th, in the morning divine fcrvice 
was performed at the fort. We hoped to have had the 
prefence of fome of the Indians, but before the time 
fixed on for beginning the fervice, mod of them were 
gone home. Tubourai Tamaide and his wife were 
prefent, but though they behaved w ith much decency, 
they made no enquiries with refpedl to the ceremonies, 
and their brethren were as little inquifitive upon their 
return. The day thus begun with aids of devotion, 
was concluded with thofe of Icwdnefs exhibited among 
the natives by way of entertainment. Among the red a 
young fellow lay publickly with a girl about twelve years 
of age, in the prefence of many of our people, and a great 
, number of the Indians, without the lead fenfe of impro¬ 
priety or indecency. Oberea, and fome women of the 
fird rank in Slic country were fpedlators, who even gave 
indrudions to the girl how to perform her part, which, 
young as die was, feemed unncccllary. 

On Monday the 15th, I'ubourai Tamaide was de¬ 
tected in having committed a theft. Mr. Banks had 
a good opinion of this chief, but, when his honedy w 'S 
put to the ted, a balkct of nails, left in the corner of 
. the tent proved irreddible. He confeded the fa<d 
. of having dolen four nails, but when reditution 
; was demanded, Tamaide faid the nails were at Eparre. 
High words pafled on the occation, and, in the end, 
the Indian produced one of the nails, and was to be for¬ 
given on redoringthc red ; but his virtue was not equal 
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to the and he withdrew hiinfelf, as lifual, w hen 
he had coiTunitted any oiFcnce. At this time bur long¬ 
boat w'as fo much eaten with w brms, that it was tound 
nccelTary to give her a new bottoiih On examining 
the pinnace, thinking file might be in the fame fbate, 
we had the fatistadlion to perceive, that not a worm 
had touclied hen This difference in the condition of 
the two boats wc attributed to the different ingredients 
with w'hich their bottoms were paid ; the long-boat 
had been paid with varnilh of pine, and the pinnace 
painted with white lead and oil; which laft coating 
we think to be the nioft eligible for the bottoms oi all 
boats intended for this part of the w orld. 

On the 24th, Mr. Hicks was fent to Tootahah, w’ho 
had removed from Eparre to a place called Tcttahah. 
The chief having fent feveral times to requelf a vifit 
from the captain, promifing, at the fame time, that he 
would acknowledge the favour by a prefent of fome 
hogs, the bulinefs of Mr. Hicks was, to obtain, if 
po'fiible, the hogs, upon eafier terms than the required 
vifit. He was received in a friendly manner by Too¬ 
tahah, who, upon his arrival, produced one hog only, 
but promifed three more that were at a diflance the 
next morning. Mr. Hicks waited patiently till the ap¬ 
pointed time; but when the morning came, he was 
obliged to depart w ith the lingle hog that had been pre- 
fented to him. 

On the 25th, Mr. Banks feeing Tubourai Tamaidc 
and his wife Tomio at the tent for the firft time fmee 
the former had been detedfed in ffcaling the nails, he 
endeavoured to perfuade him to reftore them, but in 
vain. As our gentlemen treated him with a referve 
and coolnefs w hich he could not but perceive, his flay 
was fliort, and he departed in a very abrupt manner; 
nor could our furgeon the next morning perfuade to ef- 
fedb a reconciliation by bringing dow n the nails. 

On the 27th, Mr. Banks,' Dr. Solander, Captain 
Cook, and fome others, fet out in the pinnace to vifit 
Tootahah, who had again removed to a place called 
Atahourou, fix miles from his laft abode; and not be¬ 
ing able to go half way thither in a boat, it was almoft 
evening before w^e arrived. Wc found the chief, as 
ufunl, fitting under a tree with a great crowed about 
him. Having made our prefents in due form, con- 
fifting of a yellow (tuff petticoat, and other trifling ar¬ 
ticles, we were invited to fupper, and to pafs the night 
there. Our party confifled of fix only ; but the place 
was crowded with a greater number than the houfesand 
canoes could contain. Among other guefls were Oberea 
with her train of attendants. Mr. Banks having ac¬ 
cepted of a lodging in Oberea's canoe, left his compa¬ 
nions in order to retire to reft. Oberea had the charge 
of his deaths; but notwithffanding her care, they were 
Ifolen, as were alfo his piflols, his powder horn, and 
feveral other things out of his waiftcoat pockets. An 
alarm w'as given to Tootahah, in the next canoe, who 
went with Oberea in fearch of the thief, leaving Mr. 
Banks with only his breeches and waiflcoat on, and 
Jiis mullect uncharged. I'hey foon returned, but with¬ 
out fuccefs. Mr. Banks thought proper to put up with 
the lofs at prefent, and retired a fecond time to reft; 
juft as he had compofed himfelf to flecp, he was 
roiized by fome mufic, and cbferved lights at a little 
diflance from the Ihore. He then rofe to go and find 
his companions. As foon as he approached the lights, 
he found the hut where Captain Cook and three others 
of the gentlemen lay, when he began to relate his mif- 
adventure to them ; they told him in return, that they 
had loft their ftockings and jackets. In efted Dr. So- 
landcr, who joined them the next morning, was the 
only one that efcaped being robbed, and he had flept 
at a hoiife that was a mile diftant. 'fhis accident, how¬ 
ever, did not prevent Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and 
the reft that were at the hut, from attending to the 
miiilc which was a fort of concert called Heiva, and 
coniiftedof drums, flutes, and feveral voices. They 
retired again to their repofe, after this entertainment 
was over. 

Their cloaths, and the other things which had been 
ftolen, were never heard of afterwards, but Mr. Banks 


got fome cloaths from Oberea, in which he made a 

whimfical appearancci 

On the 28th, wc fet out for the boat, having ob¬ 
tained only one hog which had been intended for our 
fupper the preceding night; fo that all things con- 
lidcred, wc had little rcafon to be fatisfied with our cx- 
curfion. On our return to the boat, we had a fpeci- 
men of the agility of the Indian fwimmefs, fome of 
whom, merely for diverfion, fwam in a furf where no 
European boat could have lived, and where our belt 
fwimmers muft have pcrifticd, had they accidentally 
fallen in with it. 

At this time the preparations were made for viewing 
the tranfit of Venus, and two parties were fent out 
to make obfervations from ditferent fpots, that in cafe 
of failing on one place they might fucceed in another. 
They eniploycd thcmfelves for fome time in preparing 
their inftruments, and inftruding thofc gentlemen who 
were to go out, in the ufc of them; and' on Thurf- 
day the firft of June, they fent the long-boat with Mr. 
Gore. Mr. Monkhoufe (the two obfervers) and Mr. 
Sporing, the latter of ^vhom was friend of Mr. 
Banks, witli proper inftruments to Emayo. Others 
were fent to find out a fpot that might anfwer the pur- 
pofe, at a convenient diftance from their principal 
nation. 

The party that went tn\rards Emayo, after rowing 
the greater part of the night, having hailed a canoe, 
were informed of a place by the Indians on board, 
which was judged p>roper for their obfervatory, where 
they accordingly fixed their .tents. It \vns a rock 
that role out of the water about 140 yards from 
the fliore. 

Saturday the 3d (the day of the tranfit) Mr. Banks, 
as foon as it was light, left them, in order to go and 
get frelh provifioris on the ifland. This gentleman had 
the fatisfadion to fee the fun-rife without a oloud. 
The king, whofe name was Tarrao, came to pay him a 
vilit, as he was trading with the natives, and brought 
with him Niina his lifter. As it was cuftomary for 
the people in thefe parts to be feated at their confer¬ 
ences, Mr. Banks fpread his turban of Indian cloth, 
which he wore as a hat, upon the ground, on w'hich 
they all fet down. Then a hog and a dog, fome cocoa- 
nuts, and bread-fruit were brought, being the king’s 
prefent, and Mr. Banks fent for an adze, a Ihirt, and 
fome beads, which were prefented to his majefty, who 
received them with apparent fatisfadion. Tubouilai 
Tamaidc, and Tomio, who had gone w ith Mr. Banks, 
came from the obfervatoiy, when Tomio, whowasfaid 
to be related to Tarrao, gave him a long nail, and left 
a fliiit as a prefent for Nuna. Afterwards the king, 
his lifter, and three beautiful young Women their at¬ 
tendants, returned w ith Mr. Banks to the obfervator}', 
where he Ihewcd them the tranfit of Venus, w hen that 
planet was upon the fun, and acquainted them, that to 
view it in that lituaiion was the caufc of his under¬ 
taking a voyage to thofe remoter parts. According to 
this gentleman’s account, the produce of this ifland 
is nearly the fame with that of Otaheite ; the people 
alfo refcmbled thofe of that ifland : he had fecn many 
of them upon it who were acquainted with the nature 
of trading articles. The parties that w’crc font out to 
make their obfervations on the tranfit, had good fuc- 
cefs in the undertaking: though they dilfered rather 
more than might have been expected in their account 
of the contact. 

Mr. Greens account was as follows: f 

Hours. Min. Sec. 

25 4] 


The firft external contatft 
The firft internal contaCf, or 
total emedion - * 

The feCond internal contad, 
or beginning of the cmcr- 
llon - - _ 

The fecond external contact, 
or total emerfion 
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Latitude of the obfcrvatory 17 deg. 29 min. 15 fee. 

fouth longitude, 149 3 ^ JO weft 

from Greenwich. 

While the gentlemen and officers were bulled in 
viewino- thetraniit, fomc of the Ihip’s company hav- 
ino" broke into the ftorc-room, took the libcitj' of fteal— 
ing a quantity of fpike-nails. After a ftricl fearch the 
tffief wjis found out; he had, however, but few of the 
nails in his poftelTion; but he was ordered to receive 
two dozen of lalhcs, by way of example. 

On the 4th, the two parties fent out to obferve the 
tranlit were abfent; on which account we deferred 
keeping his majefty's birth-day to the next day, the 
cth, whenwe celebrated the fame, fcveral of the Indian 
chiefs partook of our entertainment, and in turn drank 
his majcftv's health by the name of Kihiargo, the 
neareft'imitation they could produce of king George. 
About this time an old female of fomc diftineftiondy- 
ing, gave the Englifli an opportunity of obfervingthe 
ccrcim)nies ufed by thefe ifianders in difpofing of the 
dead bodies of their people; which, as .wc have ol> 
ferved, they do not directly bury. The reader has al¬ 
ready feen the defeription of the bier, the placing the 
bread-/ruit, &c. which, according to Tubourai Ta- 
maide's account, was a kind of otFering to their godsi 
In the front of the fquare fpace, a fort of ftile was 
placed where the relations of the dcceafcd ftcod to give 
token of their grief. There were under the awning 
fome pieces of cloth, whereon were the tears and blood 
of the mourners, who ufed to wound themfelvcs with 
:i ftiark’s tooth upon thefe occafions. Four temporary 
houfes were eroded fit a fmall diftance, in one of 
which remained fome of the relations of the dcceafed ; 
the chief mourner rcfidcd in another; and was drclfed 
in a particular manner, in order to perform a certain 
ceremony. When the corpfe is rotten, the bones arc 
buried near, the fpot, and thefe places were found to 
anfwer the purpofes of religious worfliip, though Cap¬ 
tain Wallis could not perceive the traces of any fuch 
worfhip^ among them. Concerning the ceremony we 
are aboiTt to fpeakof, the following is the account we 
have of it, which may not be unencertaining to the cu¬ 
rious reader. It was performed on the^ i oth, and Mr. 
Banks was fo deftrous of being prefent, that he agreed 
to take a part in it, when he was informed, that he could 
not be a fpedator on any other condition. He w'ent 
accordingly in the evening, to the place where the body 
was depolited, where he was met by the relations of the 
deceafed, and was afterwards joined by leveral other 
perfons. Tubourai Tamaide w^asthe principal mourner, 
whofc drefs was w himlical, though not altogether un¬ 
graceful. Mr. Banks was obliged to quit his European 
drefs, and had no other covering than a fmall piece of 
cloth that was tied rcAind his middle; his body w as 
blacked over with charcoal and water, as were the bo¬ 
dies of feveral others, and among them fome females, 
\vho were no more covered than himfelf. I'hc procef- 
fion then began, and the chief mourner uttered fome 
W'ords which were judged to be a prayer, when he 
approathed the body, and he repeated thefe words as 
he came up to his own houfe. They afterwards went 
on, by permiffion, towards the fort. It is ufual for the 
reft of the Indians to fliun thefe proceffions as much as 
poffible ; tlicy accordingly ran into the woods in great 
hafte, as foon as this came in view. From the fort 
the mourners proceeded along the fhore, crolfed the 
river, then entered the woods, palling feveral houfes, 
-which became immediately uninhabited, and during 
the reft of the procellion, which continued for half an 
hour, not an Indian was vifible. Mr. Banks filled an 
office that they called Niniveh, and there were two 
others in the fame charatfter. When none of the 
other natives were to be feen, they approached the chief 
mourner, faying Imatata ; then thole who had alllfted 
at the ceremony bathed in the river, and refumed their 
former drefs. Such w^as this uncommon ceremony, in 
v\ hich Mr. Banks performed a principal part, and re¬ 
ceived applaufe from Tubourai Tamaide, the chief 
mourner. What can have introduced among thefe In- 
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dians fo ftrange a cuftom as that of expoftng their dead 
above ground, till the flefti is confumed by putrefac¬ 
tion, and then burying the bones, it is perhaps impof- 
ftblc to guefs ; nor is it lefs difficult to determine, why 
the repofitories of their dead fliould be alfo places of 
worlhip. 

On the 12th, the Indians having loft fome of their 
bows and arrow^s, and firings of plaited hair, a com¬ 
plaint was made to the captain. The affair was en¬ 
quired into, and the fadf being well attefted, the of¬ 
fenders received each two dozen of lafhes. The fame 
day Tubourai Tamaide brought his bow and arrows, in 
order to decide a challenge of diooting between him and 
Mn Gore; but it appeared they had miftaken each 
other, Mr. Gore intending to difeharge his arrow at a 
mark, while the Indian meant only to try who could 
fhoot fartheft. The challenge was dropped in confe- 
qucnce of the nliftake being difeovered; but Tubou¬ 
rai Tamaide, in order to difplay his fkill, kneeling 
down, fliot an arrow, unfeathered (as they all are) 
hear the ftxth part of a mile, dropping the bow the 
inftant the ariow was difeharged. Mr. Banks having 
this morning met feveral of the natives, and being in- 
fomied, that a muftcal entertainment was expelled in 
the evening, he, and the reft of the Englifh gentle¬ 
men refolved to be prefent at the fame. They w'cnt 
accordingly, and heard a performance on drums and 
flutes by a kind of itinerant muftcians. The drum-^ 
mers fung to' the mufic, and the Englifti were much 
furprized when they found, that they w^ere the fubje 61 : 
of their lays. The fongs they therefore concluded to 
be extemporary eftulions, the rewards whereof were 
ftich hecelfaries as they required. 

On the 14th, in the night, an iron coal rake for the 
oven was ftole ; and many other things having at dif¬ 
ferent times been conveyed away. Captain Cook judged 
it of fomc confequcnce, to put an end, if poffible, to 
fuch pra(ftices, by making it their common intcreft to 
prevent it. He had already given ftridl orders, that 
the ccntincls ffioufd not fire upon the Indians, even if 
they w'ere detec^ted in the fadf ; but many repeated de¬ 
predations determined him to make reprizals. About 
twent; -feven of their double canoes with fails were 
juft arrived, containing cargoes of fifli; thefe the cap¬ 
tain feized, and then gave notice, that unlefs the rake, 
and all the other things that had been ftolen, were re¬ 
turned, the vcffiels ftiould be burnt. The menace pro¬ 
duced no other effecl: than the reftitution of the rake, 
all the other things remaining in their pofTeffion. 
The captain, however, thought fit to give up the car¬ 
goes, as the innocent natives were in great diftrefs for 
want of them, and in order to prevent the confufion 
arifing from difputes concerning the property of the 
difterent lots of goods which they had on board. 
About this time another incident had nearly, notwith- 
ftanding all our caution, embroiled us w'ith the In¬ 
dians. The captain having fent a boat on fliore to get 
ballaft, the officer not meeting immediately w ith wffiat 
he wanted, began to pull down one of the fepulchral 
manfions of the dead ; which facrilegious ad; of vio¬ 
lence was immediately oppofed by the enraged ifianders. 
Intelligence of this dilpute being received by Mr. 
Banks, he went to the place, and a reconciliation w’as 
foon effedted, which put an end to the difpute, by 
fending the boats crew to the river’s fide, where a fuf- 
ficient quantity of ftones were to be had w-ithout a pof- 
fibility of giving offence. This w^as the only inftance 
in which they offered to oppofe us ; and, (except the 
affair of the fort, which has been related) the only in- 
fult offered to an individual, was, when Mr. Monk- 
houfe, the furgeon, took a flower from a tree which 
grew in one of their fepulchral inclofures. Upon this 
occafion, an Indian came fuddcnly behind him and 
ftruck him ; Mr. Monkhoufe laid hold of the affailant, 
but two of his countrymen refeued him, and then they 
all ran off as faft as they could. 

On the 19th in the evening, while the canoes w'ere 
ftill detained, Oberea and feveral of her attendants 
paid us a vifit. She came from Tootahah’s palace, in 
a double canoe, and brought with her a hog, bread- 
F fruit. 









fruit, and other prcfciits, among which was a do^ 
but not a (ingle article of the things that had been 
llolen : thefe Ihe faid had been taken away 
vourite Obadee, whom Ihe had beaten and difmilled. 
She feemed however confeious that her ftory did not 
deferve credit, and appeared at firft much ternned; 
thouolt flic furmounted her fcar^ with gi'eat fortitiu.e, 
and ^vas defirous of fleeping with her attendants in 
Mr. Hanks's tent; but this being rctuted, flic was 
obliged to pafs the night in her canoe. A whole tribe 
of Indians would have flept in the ball tent, but were 
not permitted. The next morning Oberca returned, 
putting herfelf wholly in our power, when we accepted 
of her prclhnts, which ihe doubtlcf^ thought, and juhly 
too. the moft effectual means to bring about a recon¬ 
ciliation. Tw o of her att.ndfints uere very aiiiduous 
in gettincr thcinfclvcs huibands, in which they fuccced- 
ed, by mtrans of the furgeon and one of the lieutenants: 
they feemed very agreeable till bed-time, and deter¬ 
mined to lie in Mr. Banks’s tent, v\hich they accord¬ 
ingly did, till the furgeon having fomc words with one 
oichem Mr. Banks thruft her out, aid flic was toll ow¬ 
ed by the reft, except Otca-Tca, who cried feme time, 
and then he turned her out alfo. This had like to 
have become a ferious aftair, a duel being talked ot 
between Mr. Banks and Mr. Monkhoufe, but it was 
hapijily avoided. We had been informed that in this 
iHand dogs were cftccmcd more delicate food than 
pork, as thofe bred by the natives to be eaten, fed en¬ 
tirely upon vegetables, 'fhe experiment was tried. 
Yupia undertook to kill and drefs the dog, which he 
did, by making a h’ole'in the ground, and baking it. 
We' all agreed it was a verv good difli. 

On the 21 ft wc were vifited by many of the natives, 
who brought w ith them various prefcnls. Among the 
reft was a chief, named Oamo, Mhom we had not yet 
feon. hie had a boy and a young woman with him. 
The former was caiTicd on a man’s back, which wc 
confidered as a piece of ftatc, for he was well able to 
walk. Obcrca and feme of the Indians went from 
the fort to meet them, being bareheaded, and un¬ 
covered as low as the waift; circumftancts we 
had noticed before, and judged them marks ofrefpea, 
which Mas ufually Ihcwn to perfons of high rank. 
When Oamo entered the tent, the young woman, 
tholioh fcemingly very curious, could not be prevailed 
upot? to accompany him. 'fhe youth was introduced 
iiy Dr. Soiandcr, but as foon as the Indians within fluv 


him, they took care to have him very ibon font out. 
Our'curiofity being raifed by thefe circumftanccs, wc 
made cnqiiirv concerning the ftrangers, and were in¬ 
formed, that Oamo ivas the hutband of Oberea, but 
that by mutual confent they bad been for a con- 
fidcrable time feparated, and the boy and girl were their 
children. The former was called Torridiri: he was 
heir apparent to the fovercignty of the iflands, and 
when he had attained the proper age, was to marry 
his After. 'Fhe prefent fovcrcign Outoii, w^is a minor, 
and the Ton of a prince^ called Wliappai. Whappai, 
Oamo, and Tootahah^ were all brothers; Wiappai was 
rbe cldeft, aml Oamo the fccond ; wherefore Whappai 
ha\ing no child but OVitou/Terridiri was heir to the 
fovcKUcrnty. To us it appeared fingiilar, that a boy 
ftoiild mign during the life of his father; but in the 
■ illilnd of dcaheite, a bby fucceeds to his hither’s autho¬ 
rity and title as loon as he is born ; but a regent being 
neccirarv, that oflicc, though elecftrve, generally falls 
upon tVe father, Mho holds the reins of government till 
the child is of age. I'he reafon that the election had 
fallen upon Tootahah was on account of his yarlikc 
exploits among his brethreh. Oaino was very i'nquiii- 
tive, alkinga number 6f qutftions concerning the bn- 
trlilh, by Mhich he JlppeareJ to be a man ofundei- 
ftanding and penetration. At this time, a woman 
'■named Tcctee, who came from the weft of the ifland, 
prefented to the captain an elegant g-arment. The 
grbund was a bright yellow, it m as bordered with red, 
and there Mere fcveral qrofles in the middle of it, 
which they had probably learned from the French. 

On the 23d in the morning, one of biir hands bc- 
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in.rn.iffing. v.c erquired fer him afr^ong the natives. 

Ind were wld he was at Epa^re, 1 ootahah s rehdcncc in 
the wood, and one of the Indians olfcrcd to fetch him 
back, winch he did that evening. On hi^i return he 
infonned us, that he Eiid be; n taken Ironi the fort, and 
carried to the top of the bay by three men, who forced 
him into a canoe, after having ffripped him, and con- 
dudlcd him to Eparre, where he received fomc cloaths 
from Tootahah, who endeavoured to prevail on hmi 
CO continue there. Wc had reafon to conclude this 
account true, for the natives were no fooncr acquainted 
with his return, than they left the fort with precipitation. 

On June the 26th, early in the morning. CapL Cook 
fettingout in the pini a;e with Mr. Banks, failed to 
the caftward with a dclign of circum-navtgatmg the 
mand. They u ent on Ihorc in the forenoon, tn a dil- 
cricl; in the government ofAhio, a young chief, who 
at the tents had frequently been their vilitant. And 
here alfo they faw fcveral other natives whom they 
knew Afterwards they proceeded to the harbour \vhere 
M. Bougainville's veffel lay. when he came to Otaherte, 
and were Ihcwn the watering place, and the Ipot 

where he pitched his tent. , ,.n 

Comino' to a large bay, when the Englifli gentlemen 
mentioned their delign of going to the other fide, their 
Indian <niidc. wliofe name was Titubaola, uud he 
not accompany them, and alfo endeavoured to diffiiadc 
the captain and his people from going; oblcrving, 

'• That country was inhabited by people who were not 
fubieCt to Tootahah, and who would deftroy them 
all.’’* Notwithflandiiigthey rcfolvei^ put their cle- 
fin-n in execution, loading their pie^ with ball; anu 
ariaft Titubaola ventured to go with them. 
rowed till it was dark, they reached a narrow ifthn^us 
which fevered the ifland in two parts, and thefe formed 
diftincl governments. However, as they had not \^t 
got into thehoflile part of the country, it was thought- 
proper to go on fhorc to fpend the night where Ooratova, 
the ladv who had paid her compliments in fo extraor- 
dinary a manner at the fort, provided theiii M'irh a lup- 
per. and they proceeded for the other governnwnt m 
the morning. Thev afterwards landed in the dutiicc 
of a chief called MaVaitata, and his father^ was called 
Pahairede. The former of thefe names lignifies the 
hiry'i’Z P'ace of mm, and the other ihe ftenler of hoaU. 
Tliefe people gave the captain a very good reception, 
fold them a hog for a hatchet, and furnilhcd them with 
Diovifions. h. crow d of the natives came round the En- 
glith gentlemen, ainongft w hom however they met only 
Two with whom they, were acquainted ; but they law 
fcveral European commodities, yet they perceived none 
that came otit of the-Emdeavour. Here they faw two 
twelve pound tliot, one of which had the king’s broad 
arrow upon it. yet the natives faid they had thern from 
M Bougainville. 'I'hcy afterwards advanced till they 
reached that dillri£f which was under the government 
of Waheatua, w ho had a fon: it was not known m'w hole 
hands the fovercign power was depoiited. There they 
found a fpacious plain with a river which they were 
obliged u pafs over in a canoe, though the Indians that 
followed them fwam over without any diihculty. T. hey 
proceeded on their journey for a conhdcrablc way along 
the fhore, till at laft they were met by the chief, who 
had with him an agreeable woman, of about twenty-two 
years of age. who was called Toudidde. Her nam^;as 
not unknown to the Englifh, who had often heard of it; 
and Ihc was fuppofed to bear the fame rank here as 
Obcrca hoi-c in the other part of the ifland. The parts 
through which they now pafTed, appeared to be better 
culti\^ted than any of the reft, and the borial places 
were mote in number. They were neat, andornaii-ient- 
ed w ith carvings; and in one a cock was feen, wEicn 
was painted with the various coloiys of the bum 
Though the country was apparently fertile, ywy little 
bread-fruit vvasto be fotind here, a-nut called Ahcc, 
flirnifhing the, principal fubfiftance of the inhabi- 

Beingfati^retl-w ith their joymey, they went on Iward 
their teat, and landed in the evening on an "‘Q wh^" 
was called Othoarcirc. to feck for rcfrefliment. 






































Banks coine into the woods for this purpofe when it 
was dark could difeover only one houfe, he 

fnimd feme of the nuts before mentioned, and a little 
bread-fruit. There was a good harbour in the fouthern 
nart of this idand, and the furrounding country ap- 
Dcared to be extremely fruitful. Landing at about 
three miles diftance they found foinc of the natives 
Whom they well knew, yet it was not without difficu cy 
That they obtained a few cocoa-nuts before they dc- 
narted. When they came a litre farther to the ea - 
ward they landed agam, and here they were met by 
Mlthiabo! the chief, with whom they were at aU 
acquainted. He fupplied them with bread-fruit and 
cocoa-nuts, and they purchafed a hog of him for a g afs 
bottle, which he chofe in preference to all the other 
^ticl« prefented before him. A turkey-cock and a 
Eoofe were feen hese. which were much admn-ed by the 
ladves, and were fuppofed to have been left there by 
Capt. Wallis’s people. They obferved in .a houfe near 
the fame place feveral human jaw-bones, which feem- 
S freft! and had not loft any of the teeth, and vvere 
foftened to a board, of a femicircular figure , but they 
could not get any information of thecaufe of this ex- 

" pl.ee, Ike chief pilo.ed .1™ 

over the fltoals. In the evemng they opened the bay 
on the north-weft fide of the ifiand, which anfvvcrcd 
to that on the fouth-eaft in fuch a manner as to inter- 
fc< 5 l it at the ifthmus. Several canoes came oft here, 
and fome beautiful women giving tokens that they 
ihould be glad to fee them on fliorc, they readily ac- 
cepted the invitation.—They met with a very friend y 
reception from the chief whofe name was Wiverou, 
who gave direiftions to fome of his people to anift them 
in drefling their provifions, which were novv very plen¬ 
tiful and they fupped at Wiverou’s houfe in company 
■with Mathiabo. Part of the houfe was allotted for 

them to fleepin, and foon after fup^r they retired to 

reft Mathiabo having borrowed a cloak of Mr. banks, 
under the notion of tiling it as a coverlet when he lay 
down, made off with it without beuig perceived either 
bv that gentleman or his companions. However, new's 
of the robbei'y being prefcntly brought them by one of 
the natives, they fet out in purfuit of Mathiabo, but 
had proceeded only a very little way before they were 
met by a perfon bringing back the cloak which this 
chief had given up rather through fear than from any 
principle of honefty. On their return they found the 
houfe entirely deferted ; and, about four in the morn¬ 
ing the ccntinel gave the alarm that the boat was 
miifing. Captain Coolc and Mr. Banks were greatly 
alfoniihed at this account, and ran to the watcr-iide ; 
but though it was a clear ftar-light morning, no boat 
was to be fccn. Their ficuation was now extremely dif- 
agreeable. The party confiftcd of no more than four, 
having with them only one mufquet and two pocket 
piftols, without a fpare ball or a charge of powder. 
After having remained fome time in a (late of anxiety, 
arifing from thefe circumftances, of which they feared 
the Indians might take advantage, the boat which had 
been driven away by the tide, returned; and Mr, Banks 
and his companions had no fooner breakfafted than 
they departed. This place is iituated on the north 
fide of 'fiarrabou, the fouth eaft peninfula of the 
idand, about five miles eaft from the ifthmus, w ith a 
harbour equal to any in chofe parts. It was fertile and 
populous, and the inhabitai^s every where behaved 
with great civility. 

The laft diftrid in Tiarrabou, in w^hich they land¬ 
ed, v\ as governed by a chief named Omoe. He w'as 
then building a houfe, and was very earneft to pur- 
chafe a hatchet, but the gentlemen had not one left. 
He W’ould not trade for nafts, and they embarked, the 
chief, however, following them in his canoe with his 
wife. They were afterwards taken on board, but w'hen 
they had failed about a league, delircd to be put on 
lliore. Their rcqueftr .was complied with, w’hen the 
captain met watli fome of Omoe's people, w'ho brought 
with them a veiy large hog.. The chief agreed to ex¬ 
change tjhie hog for an axe and a nail, and to bring the 


bcaft to the fort. As the hog was a very fine one, Mr. 
Banks accepted the offer. They faw at this place one 
of the Indian Eatuas, a fort of image, made ot wicker- 
work, which refembled a man in figure; it was near 
feven feet in height, and was covered with black and 
white feathers ; on the head were four protuberances, 
called by the natives Tata etc, that is, little men. 
Having taken their leave of Omoe, the gentlemen let 
out on their return. I'hey went on Ihore again, after 
they had rowed a few miles, but faw nothing, except a 
fepiilchral building, which was ornamented, in an ex¬ 
traordinary manner. The pavement, on which was 
credted a pyramid, was very neat ; at a fmall diftance 
there was a ftone image, very uiicouthly carved, but 
which the natives feemed to hold in high cftimation. 
They palTcd through the harbour which was the only 
t)ne lie for fhipping>on the fouth of Opourconou, fttuate 
about five miles to the weftward of the ifthmus, be¬ 
tween two fmall iHands, not far from the fKore, and 
within a mile of each other. They were now near the 
diftrid called I’aparra, which was that where Oamo and 
Oberea <Tovcrned, and wdiere the travellers intended to 
fpend the night. But when Mr. Banks and his com- 
mny landed, about an hour before it was dark, it ap¬ 
peared they were both fet out to pay them a vilit at the 
fort. However, they ftept at Obcrca’s houfe, which 
was’ncat, though not large, and of which there was no 
inhabitant but her father, who fliewed them much ci- 
viliry. 

I’hey took this opportunity of Walking out upon a 
point upon which they had obferved at a diftance fome 
trees called Etoa, which ufually grow upon the burial 
places of thefe iHanders. They call thofe burying 
grounds Morai. And hefe Mr. Banks faw a vaft build- 
ino-, which he found to be the Morai of Oamo and 
Obcrca, which was the moft confidcrable pi^ce of ar- 
chitedurc in the ifiand. It conlifted of an enormous 
pile of ftone-work, raifed in the form of^a pyramid, 
with a flight of fteps on each fide. It was neaj.ciyo 
feet long, about one third as wide, and betw^een 40 and 
CO feet "high. The foundation confiftcd of rock ftones ; 
the fteps were of coral, and the upper part was of 
round pebbles, all of the fame ftiapc and fize. The 
1 rock and coral-ftones w^cre fquared with the utmoft 
neatnefs and regularity, and the w'hole building ap¬ 
peared as compact and firm as if it had been ereefted by 
the beft workmen in Europe. What rendered this laft 
circumftance the more extraordinary was the conftdc- 
ration that when this pile was raifed, the Indians muft 
have been totally dcftitute of iron tools either to fliape 
their ftones or for any ocher neceftary purpofc, nor had 
they mortar to cement them when made fit for ufe ; fo 
that a ftructure of fuch height and magnitude muft 
have been a work of infinite labour and fatigue. In 
the centre of the fummic was the reprefentation of a 
bird caiwcd in wwd ; clofe to this was the figure of a 
fifli in ftone. The pyramid conftituted part of one fide 
of a court or fquare, the lidcs of wdiich were nearly 
equal; and the whole was walled in,and paved with flat 
ftones, notwithftanding which pavement, feveral plan¬ 
tains, and trees which the natives call Etoa, grew with¬ 
in tlw inclofure. At a fmall diftance to the weftward 
of this edifice was another paved fquare that contained 
feveral fmall ftages, called Ewattas by the natives ; 
which appeared to be altars, whereon they placed the 
offerings to their gods. Mr. Banks afterwards obferved 
- whole hogs placed upon thefe ftages or altars. 

On Friday the '^och, they arrived at Otahorou, vhcie 
they found their old acquaintance Tootahah, who re¬ 
ceived them with great civility, and provided them a 
good flipper and convenient lodging ; and chough they 
h id been fo (hamefully plundered the laft time they 
flept with this chief, they fpent the night m the greateft 
fecurity, none of their eloaths nor any other article bc- 
‘ ing mvfting the next morning. They returned to the 
fort ac Port Royal Harbour on the firft of July, having 
difeovered the ifiand, including both peninfulas, to be 
about 100 miles in circumference. 

After their return from this tour, they were very 
much in want of bread-fiuit, none of w'hich they had 

been 
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been able to provide thcnil'clvcs with, as they had feen 
but little in the courfc of their journey; but their In¬ 
dian friends coming round them, foon fupplied their 
want of provilions. 

On the 3d, Mr. Banks made an excurfion, in order 
to trace the river up the valley to its fource, and to re¬ 
mark how far the country was inhabited along the 
banks of it. He took fome Indian guides with him, 
and after having feen houfes for about fix miles, they 
came to one which vvasfaid to be the lad that could be 
met with. The mafter prefented them with cocoa- 
nuts and other fruits, and they proceeded on their 
walk, after a lliort day. 'I’hcy often palfcd through 
vaults formed by rocky fragments in the courfe of their 
journey, in which, as they were told, benighted tra¬ 
vellers fometimes took (lielter. Purfuing the courfe of 
the river about fix miles farther, they found it banked 
on both (ides by rocks almod 100 feet in height, and 
nearly perpendicular; a way, however, might be traced 
up thefe precipices, along which their Indian guides 
would have conducted them, but they declined the of¬ 
fer, as there did not appear to be any thing at the 
fummit which could repay them for the toil and dan¬ 
gers of afeending it- Mr. Banks fought in vain for 
minerals among the rocks, which were naked almoff 
on all fides, but no mineral fubftanccs w'ere found. 
The Hones every where exhibited figns of having been 
burnt, which was the cafe of all the Hones that were 
found while they Haid at Otaheite, and both there and 
in tlie neighbouring illands the traces of fii-c were evi¬ 
dent in the clay upon the hills. On the 4th, a great 
quantity of the feeds of w'ater-mclons, oranges, limes 
and other plants, brought from Rio de Janeiro were 
planted on each Hde of the fort, by Mr. Banks, w-ho 
alfo plentifully fupplied the Indians with them, and 
planted many of them in the woods. Some melons, 
the feeds of which had been fown on the firH arrival 
of the Englifli at the ifland, grew up and fiouriflicd 
before they left it. 

By this time they began to think of making prepa¬ 
rations to depart; but Oamo, Oberea, and their fon 
and daughter viliced them before they were ready to fail. 
As to the young woman (whofe name was Toimata) 
Hie was curious to fee the fort, but Oamo w’ould not 
permit her to enter. The fon ofWaheatua, chief of 
the fouth-eaH peninfuh, w'as alfo here at the fame time; 
and they were favoured with the company of the Indian 
who had been fo dextrous as to Heal the quadrant, as 
abov-e related. The carpenters being ordered to take 
down the gates and palifadocs of the fort, to be con¬ 
verted into fire-w'ood for the Endeavour, one of the na¬ 
tives Hole the Haplc and hook of the gate; he was pur- 
fued in vain, but the property was afterwards recover¬ 
ed, and returned to the owners by Tubourai Ta- 
maidc. 

- Before their departure, two circumHanccs happened 
which gave Capt. Cook fome uneafinefs. The firH 
was, that two foreign failors having been abroad, one 
of them was robbed of his knife, which as he was en¬ 
deavouring to recover, he was dangeroufly hurt with a 
Hone by the natives, and his companion alfo received 
a flight \vound in the head. The offenders efcaped, 
and the captain was not anxious to have them taken, 
as he did not want to have any difputcs with the In¬ 
dians. 

Between the 8th and 9th, two young marines one 
night withdrew themfclvcs from the fort, and in the 
morning were not to be met with. Notice having been 
given the next day that the Ihip would fail that or the 
enfuing day; as they did not return, Capt. Cook began 
to be apprehenfive that they defigned to remain on 
jhorc; but as he was apprifed in fuch a cafe no 
etfcchial means could be taken to recover them without 
running a rifquc of deHroying the harmony fubfiHing 
between the Englilh and the natives, he refolved to wait 
a day, in hopes of their returning of their own accord. 
But as they were Hill miffing on the tenth in the morn¬ 
ing, an enquiry was made after them, when the Indians 
declared, that they did not propofe to return, having- 
taken refuge among the mountains, where it was hn- 


poffiblc for them to be difeovered ; and added, that 
each of them had taken a wife. In confequence of 
this, it was intimated to feveral of the chiefs that were 
in the fort with the women, ainong whom were Tu- 
boiirai Tamaidc, Tomio, and Oberea, that they would 
not be fuffered to quit it till the deferters were pro- 
duced. They did not Hicw any ligns of fear or difeon- 
tent, but afiured the captain that the marines fhould 
be fent back. In the mean time Mr. Hicks was dif- 
patched in the pinnace to bring Tootahah on board 
the fliip, and he executed his commiflion without 
giving any alarm. Night coming on, Capt. Cook 
thought it not prudent to let the people, whom he had 
detained as hoHages, remain at the fort; he therefore 
gave orders to remove them on board, which greatly 
alarmed them all, efpecially the females, who tcHified 
the moH gloomy apprehenfions by floods of tears* 
Capt. Cook cfcortcd Oberea and others to the Hi ip; 
but Mr. Banks remained on fiiore with fome Indians, 
w'hom he thought it oflcfs importance to detain, lii 
the evening one of the marines was bi'ought back by 
fome of the natives, who reported, that the other and 
two of our men who went to recover them, would be 
detained while Tootahah was confined- Upon this 
Mr. Hicks was immediately fent off in the long boat, 
with a Hrong body of naen to refciic the prifoners; ai 
the fame time the captain told I'ootahah, that it was 
incumbent on him to afiiH them with fome o-f his peo¬ 
ple, and to give orders in his name, that the men ihould 
be fet at liberty ; for that he would be expedted to 
anfwcr for the event. Tootahah immediately com¬ 
plied, and this party rclcafed the men without any op- 
polition. 

On the I ith, about feven in the morning, they re¬ 
turned, but without the arms that had been taken from 
them when they were made prifoners; thefe, however, 
being reHored foon after, the chiefs on board were al¬ 
lowed to return, and thofe who had been detained on 
Hiore W'ere alfo fet ar liberty. On examining the de^ 
ferters it appeared, that the Indians had told the truth, 
they having chofen two girls, with whom they would 
have remained in the ifTand. At this time the power 
of Oberea was not fo great as it was when the Dolphin 
firH difeovered the ifland. Tupia, whofe name has 
been often mentioned in this voyage, had been her 
prime ininiHer. He was alfo the chief prieH, confe- 
quently, well acquainted whth the religion of the coun¬ 
try. l ie had a know ledge of navigation, and was tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with the number, fituation, and 
inhabitants of the adjacent iflands. This, chief had 
often cxprelfed a defire to go with us w hefi we conti¬ 
nued our voyage. 

On the J2th in the morning he came on board, with 
a boy about twelve years of age, his fervant, named 
Taiyota, and requefted the gentlemen on board, to let 
him go with him. As we thought he w'ould be ufeliil 
to us in rynny particulars, we unanimoufly. agreed to 
comply w ith his rcqucH. 7 'iipia then wxnt on fhorc 
for the laH time to bid farew'ell to his friends, to whom 
he gave feveral baubles as parting tokens of remem¬ 
brance. 

Mr. Banks, after dinner, being whiling to obtain a 
drawing of the Morai, which Tootahah had in his 
poifenion at Eparre, Capt. Cook accompanied him 
thither in the pinnace, together with Dr. Solandcr. 
They immediately upon landing repaired to Tootahah 
houfc, where they were met by Oberea and feveral 
others. A general good underHanding prevailed. 
Tupia came back with them, and they promifed to \ ifit 
the gentlemen early the next day, as they were told the 
(hip would then fail. 

On the 13th thefe friendly people came very early 
on board, and the fhip was furrounded with a vaH 
number of canoes, filled with Indians of the lower fort. 
Betw^een eleven and twelve wc weighed anchor; and 
notwithHanding all the little mifunderHandings be¬ 
tween the EngliHi and the natives, the latter, who 
polfcHed a great fund of good nature and much fen- 
libility, took their leave, weeping in an aftedtionate 
manner. As to Tupia he fupported himfelf through 







































































































































































































































COOICs FIRST VOYAGE—for making Difcoveries in the South Seas & Round the TFirld, 25 


with a becoming fortitude. Tears flowed 
this itt true, but the eftbrt that he made to 

cw'^e^rthem did him an additional honour. He went 


with Mr. Banks to the maft-head, and Waving his hand 
took a lafl: farewell of his country. Thus we departed 
from Otaheite, after a ftay of juft three months. 






CHAP. V.^ 


A h'a or teal and deferiptive account of Otadocite—Of the ijlavd and its produBiom—Of the inhabitants—their drefs — 
Manner of living — Diverfions — ManufaBures — Arts — Sciences — Language — Difcafes—Religious ceremo- 
jiigs—and gffuermnent. 


P ORT Royal bay, in the ifland of Otaheite, as 
fettled by captain Wallis, we found to be within 
half a degree of its real fituation; and point Venus, the 
northern extremity of this ifland, and the eaftempait 
of the bay, lies in 149 deg. 30 mm. longitude. A 
reef of coral rock furrounds the ifland, forming fe- 
veral excellent bays, among which, and equal to the 
beftof them, is Port Royal. This bay, called by the 
natives Matavai, may eafily be difeovered by a remark¬ 
able high mountain in the center of the ifland. bearing 
due fouth from Point Venus, To fail into it, either 
keep the weft point of the reef that lies before Point 
Venus, clofe on board, or give it a birth of near half 
a mile, in order to avoid a fmall Ihoal of coral rocks, 
whereon there is but two fathom and an half of wa¬ 
ter. The moft proper ground for anchoring is on the 
caftern fide of the bay. The Ihore is a fine fandy beach, 
behind which runs a river of frefli w'ater, very conve¬ 
nient for a fleet of fliips. The only wood for firing 
upon the whole ifland is that of fruit trees, which muft 
bcpurchafcd of the natives, or it is impolTible to live 
on friendly terms with them. The face of the coun¬ 
try is very uneven. It rifes in ridges that run up into 
the middle of the ifland, where they form mountains 
which may be fecn at the diftance of fixty miles. Be¬ 
tween thefe ridges and the fea is a border of low land 
of dilfercntbreadths indifferent parts, but not exceed¬ 
ing any where a mile and a half. The foil being wa¬ 
tered by a number of excellent rivulets, is extremely 
fertile, and covered with various kinds of fruit trees, 
which form almoft one continued wood. Even the 
tops of the ridges are not without their produce in 
fome parts. The only parts of the ifland that are in¬ 
habited, are the low lands, lying between the foot of 
the ridges and the fea. The houfes do not form vil¬ 
lages, but are ranged along the w hole border, at about 
fifty yards diftant from each other. Before them arc 
little groups of the plantain trees, which furnifli them 
with cloth. According to Tupia’s account, this ifland 
could fumifli above fix thoufand fighting men. The 
produce is bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, bananas, fweet po¬ 
tatoes, yams, jambu, a delicious fruit, fugar-cane, the 
paper mulbcriy, fcveral forts of figs, with many other 
plants and trees, all which the earth produces fponta- 
neoully, or w ith little culture. But here are no Eu¬ 
ropean fruit, garden-ftulf, pulfc, nor grain of any kind. 
The tame animals are hogs, dogs, and poultry-; the 
wild, ducks, pigeons, parroquets, and a few other birds. 
The only quadrupeds arc rats, and not a ferpent is to 
be found. In the fea is a great variety of excellent filh, 
wbieh conftitutes their chief luxury, and to catch it 
their chief employment. 

The people in general are of a larger make than the 
Europeans. The males arc moftly tall, robuft, and 
and fecly lhaped; the women of the higher dafs above 
the fizc of our Englifli ladies, but thofc of inferior 


rank are below our ftandard, and fome of them very 
fliort. Their natural complexion is a fine clear olive, 
or what we call a brunette, their fkin delicately fmooth, 
and agreeably foft. Their faces in general are hand- 
fomc, and their eyes full of fenfibility. Their teeth 
arc remarkably white and regular, their hair for the 
moft part black, and their breath is entirely free from 
any difagreeable fmell. I 1 ic men, unlike the original 
inhabitants of America, have long beards, which they 
wear in various fhapes. Circumcifion is generally prac- 
tifed among them from a motive of cleanlinefs, and 
they have a term of reproach with which they upbraid 
thofe who do not adopt this cuftom. Both fexes al¬ 
ways eradicate the hair from their arm-pits, and they 
reproached our gentlemen with want of cleanlinefs : 
their motions are cafy and graceful, and their beha¬ 
viour, when unprovoked, affable and courteous. Con¬ 
trary to the cuftom of moft other nations, the women 
of this country cut their hair fhort, whereas the men 
wear it long, fometimes hanging loofe upon their 
flioulders, at other times tied in a knot on the crown 
of the head, in wEich they ftick the feathers of’ birds 
of various colours. A piece of cloth, of the manu- 
fadurc of the country, is frequently tied round the head 
of both fexes in the manner of a turban, and the wo¬ 
men plait very curioufly human hair into long firings, 
which being folded into branches, are tied on their 
foreheads by way of ornament. They have a cuftom 
pradlifed in many hot countries, of anointing their 
hair with cocoa-nut oil, the fmell of which is not very 
agreeable. Having, among their various inventions 
no forts of combs, they were infefted with vermin, 
which they quickly got rid of when furnifhed with 
thofe convenient inftruments. 

They ftain their bodies by indenting or pricking the 
flefh with a fmall inftrument made of bone, cut into 
ftiort teeth, wEich indentures they fill with a dark blue 
or blackilh mixture, prepared from the fmoke of an 
oily nut (burnt by them inftead of candles) and wa¬ 
ter. This operation, called by the natives Tattaowing, 
is exceedingly painful, and leaves an indelible mark on 
the fkin. It is ufually performed when they are about 
ten or tw’elve years of age, and on dift'erent parts of the 
body; but thofe which fuflfer moft feverely are the 
breech and the loins, which are marked with arches, 
carried one above another a confiderable way up the 
back. Mr. Banks was prefent at an operation of tat¬ 
taowing, performed upon the pofteriors of a girl about 
twelve years old. It was executed with an inftrument 
that had twenty teeth, and at each ftroke, wEich was 
repeated every moment, ferum mixed with blood ilTued, 
She bore the pain with great refolution for feveral mi¬ 
nutes ; but at length it became fo intolerable, that llie 
murmured and burft into moft violent lamentations; 
but her operator was inexorable, whilft fome females 
prefent both chid and beat her. Mr. Banks was a 
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fpcctator for near an hour, during which time one fide 
only was tattaowed, the other having undergone the ce¬ 
remony fome time before, and the arches upon the 
loins, which are the mod: painful, but which they molt 
value, were yet to be made. 

They cloath themfelves in cloth and matting of va¬ 
rious kinds: the firft they wear in fine, the latter in 
wet weather. Thefe are in different forms, no lhape 
being preferved in the pieces, nor are they fewed to¬ 
gether. The women of a fuperior clafs wear three 
or four pieces. One, which is of confidcrablc length, 
they wrap fcveral times round their waiff, and it falls 
down to the middle of the leg. Two or three other 
Ibort pieces, with a hole cut in the middle of each, arc 
placed on one another, and their heads coming through 
the holes, the long ends hang before and behind, 
both fides being open, by w hich means they have the 
free ufe of their arms. 

The mens drefs is very fimilar, differing only in this 
indance, that one part of the garment inflead of falling 
below the knees is brought between the legs. This 
drefs is worn by all ranks of people, the only dilliivilion 
being quantity in the fuperior clafs. At noon both 
fcJccs appear almoft naked, wearing only a piece of 
cloth that is tied round the waift. Their faces are 
fliaded from the fun with fmall bonnets, made of cocoa- 
nut leaves or matting, which arc condrutited in a few 
minutes. The men fometimes wear a fort of wig of 
human or dog’s hair, or of cocoa-nut drings, woven on 
a fingle thread, fadened under the hair, and hanging 
down behind. Both men and women wore ear-rings on 
one fide, confiding of diells, dones, berries, or fmall 
pearls ; but they foon gave the preference to the beads 
brought by the Endeavour’s company. The boys and 
girls go quite naked ; the fird till they are feven or 
eight years old; the latter till they are about five. 

The natives of Otaheite feldom ufe their houfes biit 
to deep in, or to avoid the rain, as they eat in the open 
air, under the fhadcofa tree. In thofe there are no 
divifions or apartments. Their cloaths ferve them for 
covering in the night. The mader and his w'ife repofe 
in the middle; then the married people; next the un¬ 
married females; then the unmarried men; and in fail 
V'cather the feivants fleep in the open air. The houfes 
of the chiefs, however, differ in fome paiticiilars. 
There are thofe that arc very fmall, and fo condruded 
as to be carried in canoes: all fides of them are inclofcd 
with the leaves of the cocoa-nut; the air ncvcrchclefs 
penetrates. In thefe the chief and his wife only (Iccp. 
We like-wiie faw houfes that arc general receptacles for 
the inhabitants of a didrieb, many of them being iiprc 
than '200 fccc in length, 40 in breath, and 70 or 80 
tect high, 'rhey are condruCfcd at the common ex- 
pcnce, and have an area on one fide, furrounded 
with low* palifadoes; but like the others without.walls. 

'I'heir cookery coniids chiefly in baking, the manner 
of doing which has been before noticed. When a chief 
kills a hog, which is but feldom, he divides it equally 
among his vaflals. Dogs and fowls are more common 
lood. When the bread-fruit is not in fcafon, cocoa- 
nuts, bananas, plantains, &:c. arc fubdituted in its dead. 
They bake their bread-fruit in a manner which renders 
it fi>5newhat like a mealy potatoc. Of this three 
dlilies are. made, by beating them up widi bananas, 
plantains, or fourpadc, which is called by thcmMahie! 

Sour padc is made by taking bread-fruit not 
thoroughly ripe, and laying it in heaps covered with 
Ie.a\cs, by which means it tennents. The core is then 
pakeii out, and the fruit put into a hole lined with grafs; 
it is then again covered with leaves, upon which large 
dones are placed; this produces a fecond fermentation; 
after w hich it grows four, without any other change for 
a long time. They take it from this hole as they have 
occalion for it, and make it into balls. It is then rolled 
lip in plantain leaves and baked. As it will keep for 
fome weeks, they eat it both hot and cold. Such is 
the food of this people, their faucc to which is only fait 
water. As to,.their drink it is generally confined to 
water, or the milk of the cocoa-nut, though fome of 
them would drink fo freely of our Englilh liquors as to 
become quite intoxicated, fuch indanccs, however, were 






never know n to practice a debauch of this kind a fecond 
time. We were told, it is true, that their chiefs lomc- 
times became inebriated by drinking the juice of a 
plant called -A.va, but of this we faw not a fingle in^ 
dance during the time we remained on the illand. 

The chief eats generally alone, unlefs when vifited 
by a drangcr, w^ho is permitted fometimes to be his 
mefs-mate. Not having known the ufe of a tabic, they 
fit on the ground, and leaves of trees fpread before 
them ferve as a table-cloth. Their attendants, who are 
numerous, having placed a bafket by the chiefs, con¬ 
taining their provifions, and cocoa-nut fiiclls of frelh 
and fait water, fet themfelves down around them. 
They then begin their meals with the ceremony of 
wadiing their mouths and hands; after which they eat 
a handful of bread-fmit and fidi, dipt in fait water 
alternately, till the wholJ is confiimed, taking a fip of 
fait water between almod every morfcl. I'hc bread- 
fruit and filh isfucccedcd by a fecond courfe, confiding 
of either plantains or apples, which they never eat 
without being pared. During this time a foft fluid 
of padc is prepared from the bread-fruit, which they 
daink out of cocoa-nut Ihclls: this concludes the meal; 
and their hands and moutiis are again wadied as at the 
beginning. Thefe people eat an adonidiing quantity 
of food at a meal. Mr. Banks and othci*s faw one of 
them devour tliree fidi of the fize of a fmall carp, 
four bread-fruits, as large as a cominon melon, thirteen 
or fourteen plantains feven inches long, and above half 
as big round; to all w’hich v/as added a quart of the 
drink, to diged the whole. 

Ihe inhabitants of this ifland, though apparently 
fond o! the pleafures of fociety, have yet an averfion 
to holding any intercourfe with each other at their 
meals ; and they arc fo rigid in the obfervation of this 
cudom, that even brothers and fiders have their feparate 
baficcts ot provifions, and generally fit at the didance 
of fome yards w hen they eat, with their backs to 
each other, and not exchanging a word during' the 
whole time of their repad. The middle aged of fu- 
perior rank go iifually to deep after dinner; but, which 
is fomewhat remarkable, older people are not fo in¬ 
dolent. 

Mufic, da.ncing, wrcdling, and fhooting with the 
how, co.nditiite the greated part of their diverfions. 
Flutes and drums are the only mufical indruments 
among them. Their drums are formed oT a circular 
piece of wood, hollow at one end only. Thefe are co¬ 
vered with the fkin of a fiiark, and beaten with the 
hand indead of a dick. Their fongs are extempore, 
and trequentlv in rhime, but they confid only of tv.o 
lines; thefe couplets are often ding by w^ay of evening 
amufements, between fun-fet and bed-time; during 
which interval they burn candles made of an oily nut, 
fixing them one above another upon a fmall dick that 
is run through the middle : fome of thefe candles will 
burn a long time, and adbrd a pretty good light. 
Among other amufements, they have a dance called 
limorodec, which is generally performed by ten or a 
dozen young females, who put themfelves into the 
mod wanton attitudes, keeping time during the per- 
fonnance with the greaced nicety and exactnefs. 

1 regnant women are excluded from thefe daiwes. 

Unc ^f word cudoms of the people of Otaheite, 
IS that which feyeral of the principal people of the ifland 
nave adopted^ ol uniting in an affociation, wherein no 
woman confines hcrfclf to any particular man, by 
w lie means they obtain a perpetual fociety. Thele 
ocictiesarc called Arreoy. The members have meet¬ 
ings w ere the men amufe themfelves with wredliiig> 
an t e woincn dance the Tirnorodee in fuch a man- 
ncr as is mod likely to excite the dcfires of the other 
c , an which were frequently gratified in the affeni- 
pracVice is the confcqucnc^ of 
A wincn prove with child, the in- 

edroved, unlefs the mother's natural affeeftion 

its life, which, 

m forfeited unlefs Ihc can procure a man 

i-' e-T'idI d'"*+• '‘•od where die fucceeds in this, 
expelled from the fociety, being called Whan- 

nownow, 
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rownow. which fignifies a bearer of children, by w ay 

“‘^pSil’cleanlmefs is much efteemed among thcfe 
inH^^ns Both fexes are particular m wafliing three 
, dav viz. when they rife in the morning, at noon, 
"d before they go to reft. They are alfo very cleanly 
“n their cloaths.^fo that no difagrecAlc effluvia arc 
found to arife in the largcft communities. 

noth is the chief manufacture ot Otaheite, and of 
this there are three forts, all which are made out of the 
hark of different trees, namely, the mulberry, the brcad- 
f' lit md a tree which bears fome rcfcmblancc to the 
\Wft-indian wild fig-tree. The firft of thefe produces 
the fineft cloth, which is feldom worn but by thole 
„f rhe firft rank. The next fort is made of the bread¬ 
fruit tree and the laft of that which refcmbles the wild 
Erc 7 ' But this laft fort, though the coarfeft, is 
farcer than the other two. which are manufadtired 
onlv in fmall quantities, as the fame manner is uled in 
manufaChiringall thefe cloths. The followingdefcrip- 
tion will ftiflke for the reader’s information. 

The bark of the tree being Gripped olt, is loakcd in 
water tor two or three days ; they then take it out, and 
Arparate die inner bark from the external coat, by 
fcWm<T it with a fhcll, after which it is .fprcad out 
on plaiSain leaves, placing two or three layers over 
one another, care being taken to make it of an equal 
thicknefs in every part. In this ftatc it continues till 
it is almoft dry, when it adheres fo firmly that it may 
be taken from the ground without breaking. After 
this procefs, it is laid on a fmooth board, and beaten 
with an inftrument made for the purpofe, of the com- 
pad heavy wOod called Etoa. The inllrumcnt is 
about fourteen inches long, and about feven in cir¬ 
cumference ; is of a quadrangulaf ibape, and each of 
the four fidcs is marked with longitudinal grooves or 
furrowSi differing in this inflance, that there is a regular 
gradation in the width and depth of the grooves on 
each of the hdes; the coarfer fide not containing more 
than ten of thefe furrows,' w hile the finch is furniflied 
with above fifty. It is W'ith that fide of the mallet 
where the grooves arc dcepcfl and widefl that they be¬ 
gin to beat their cloth, and proceeding regularly, finiih 
with that which has the greateft number. By this beat¬ 
ing, the cloth is extended in a manner fimilar to the 
gold that is formed into leaves by the hammer; and it 
is alfo marked with fmall channels refcmbling thqfe 
which arc vifiblc on paper, but rather deeper; it is in 
general beat ven* thin; when they want it thicker than 
common, they take tw'O or three pieces and paftc them 
together with a kind of glue prepared from a root called 
Pea. This cloth becomes exceedingly white by bleach¬ 
ing, and^is dyed of a red, yellow, browm, or black co¬ 
lour ; the fird is exceeding beautiful, and equal, it not 
fuperior to any in Europe. They make the red colour 
from a mixture of the juices of tw o vegetables, neither 
of w'hich ufed feparately has this cfiecl: matting of 
various kinds is another confidcrablc nianufadure in 
which they excel, in many refpedls, the Europeans. 
I hcy makeufe of the coarfer fort to fieep on, and in 
wet weather they wear the finer. They excel in the 
bafket and w icker-w'ork; both men and w. men em¬ 
ploy themfclvcs at it, and can make a great number 
of dilferent patterns. They make ropes and lines of 
allllze-s of the bark of the Poerou, and their nets for 
filhingarc made of thefe lines ; the fibres of the cocoa- 
uut they make thread of, fuch as they ufe to faden to¬ 
gether the fevcral parts of their canoes; the forms 
ot which arevarious, according to the ufe to which they 
arc applied. Their filhing lines are edeemed the bed 
in the world, made of the bark of the Erowa, a kind of 
nettle which grows on the mountains ; they are drong 
enough to hold the heavied and mod vigorous fifii, 
fuch as bonettas and albicorcs ; in Ihort, they are ex¬ 
tremely ingenious in every expedient for taking all kinds 

of fidi. 

, The tools w hich thefe people make ideof for build- 
JPS^onfes, condrmfling canoes, hewing doncs, and for 
lelling, cleaving, carving, and polidiing timber, con- 
hus ot nothing more than an adze of done, and a chif- 


fel of bone, mod commonly that of a man's arm; and 

for a file or poliflicr, they make ufe of a rafp of coral 
and coral fand. The blades of their adzes are ex¬ 
tremely tough, but not very hard, they make them of 
various fizes, thofc for felling wood weigh fix or feven 
pounds, and others which are ufed for carving, only a 
few ounces : they are obliged every minute to fiiarpen 
them on a done, which is always kept near thern for 
that purpofe. The mod difficult talk, they meet w'ith in 
the ufe of thefe tools, is the felling of a tree, which em¬ 
ploys a great number of hands for fcveral days together. 
The tree which is in general ufe is called Aoic, the 
dem of which is draight and tall. Some of their 
fmallcr boats arc made of the bread-fruit tree, which 
is wrought without much difficulty, being ot a light 
fpongy nature. Indcad of planes they ufe their adzes 
with great dexterity. Their canoes are all fliaped with 
the hand, the Indians not being acquainted with the 
mctliod of warping a plank. 

Of thefe they have two kinds, one they call Ivahahs, 
the other Pahics; the former is ufed for fiiort voyages 
at Tea, and the latter for long ones. Thefe boats do 
not differ cither in fhape or lize, but they are in no 
degree proportionate, being from fixty to feventy feet 
in length, and not more than the thiiticth part in 
breadth. Some are employed in going from one ifiand 
to another, and othei*s ufed for fifhing. There is alfo 
the Ivahah, w hich lerves for war ; thefe are by far the 
longed, and the head and dern are confidcrably above 
the body. Thefe Ivahahs arc fadened together, fide 
by fide, w hen they go to fca, at the didance of a few’ feet, 
by drong woeden poles, which are laid acrofs them 
and joined to each fide. A dage or platform is raifed 
on the fore part, about ten or twelve feet long, upon 
which Hand the fighting-men, whofe mifiile weapons 
arc dings and fpears. Beneath thefe dages the row'crs 
fit, who fupply the place of thofe who are wounded. 
The fifiiing Ivahahs are from thirty or forty to ten feet 
in length, and thofe for travelling have a fmall houfc 
fixed on board, which is fadened upon the fore-part, 
for the better accommodation of perlons of rank, who 
occupy them both day and night. The Pahics dilTcr 
alfo in fize, being from fixty to feventy feet long, they 
arc alfo very narrow, and are (bmetimes ufed for fight¬ 
ing, but chiefly for long voyages. In going from one 
ifiand to another, they are outfometimes a nionth, and 
often at Tea a fortnight or twenty days, and if they had 
convenience to dow more provifions, they could day 
out much longer. Thefe velfcls are very ufeful in land¬ 
ing, and putting off from the fiiore in a furf, for by 
their great length and high dern they landed dry, 
when the Endeavour’s boats could fcarccly land at 

'Phey arc very curious in the condrudion of thefe 
bouts, the chief parts or pieces whereof are fonned fe- 
paracely without cither faw^, plane, chiflel, or any other 
iron tool, wkich renders their fabrication more lurprif- 
ing and worthy obfciwation. Thefe parts being pre¬ 
pared, the keel is fixed upon blocks, and the planks 
are fupported with props, till they arc fewed or joined 
together w ith drong plaited thongs, which arc pafied 
fcveral times through holes bored with a chiflcl of bone 
fuch as they commonly make ule of, and when finifiied, 
they are fufficicntly tight w^ithout caulking. They keep 
thefe boats with great care in a kind of Ihcd, built on 
purpofe to contain them. 

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr were at a lofs to find 
out their method of dividing time, they always made ufe 
of the term Malama, which lignifics the moon; when¬ 
ever they fpoke of time, either pad or to come, they 
reckon thirteen of thefe moons, beginning again when 
they arc expired. T his proves that they have fome idea 
of the folar year; but thefe gentlemen could not dif- 
cover how they computed their months, to make thir¬ 
teen equal to the year, as they faid thefe months confid¬ 
ed of twTnty-nine days, one day in which the moon 
w as invilible being included. They, however, knew 
the prevailing weather that was to be expelled, as well 
a« the fruits which would be in feafon. As to the day, 
they divide it into twelve equal parts, fix of w'hich be¬ 
long 
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long to the day, and the other fix to the night. When 
they numerate, they reckon from one to ten, making 
ufe of their fingers, and changing hands, till they come 
to the number which they intended to exprefs; and 
joining exprelTive figns to their words, in the courfe 
of their converfation. But they are not fo expert in 
meafuring diftances, for when they attempt deferibing 
the fpace between one place and another, they arc ob¬ 
liged to exprefs it by the time that would be taken in 
paffing it. 

With regard to their language, it is foft, as it a- 
bounds with vowels, and eafy to be pronounced ; but 
very few of their nouns or verbs being declineablc, it 
mull: confequently be rather imperfedh However, we 
found means to be mutually undcrflood without much 
difficulty. The following fpecimen will poflibly enable 
the reader to form fome notion of the language of thofe 
iflanders. 


Aheine, a •woman 
Aihoo, a garment 
Ainao, take care 
Aree, a chief 
Aouna, to-day 
Aoy, water 
Eahoo, the nofe 
Eav'ow, to /cold 
Eei, to eat 
Eeyo, look you 
Emoto, io'hox 
Epanoo, a drum 
Epeenei, an echo 
Epehe, a fong 
Erowroo, the head 
Huaheine, a wife 
Itopa, to fall 
Kipoo a meemhee, ^ 
her~pot 

Mahana, a day 
Marroowhai, dry 
Matau, the eyes 
Matte roah, to die 
Mayncenee, to tickle 
Meyoooo, the nails 


Midee, a child 
Mutec, akfs 
Myty, good 
Neeheeo, good night 
Oboboa, to morrow 
Oowhau, the thighs 
Ore’ dehaiyS, a large nail 
Ore’ eeteca, a fmall nail 
Otaoua, yefierday 
Pahie, a Jhip 
Parawei, a Jhirt 
Poa, a night 
Poe, ear .rings 
Tane, a hujhaud 
Tattatehommanne maitai, 
a good-natured perfon 
Tea, white 
-T eine, a brother 
Tooaheine, a Jifer 
'fooanahoe, you and I 
Ibonoah, a mole in the Jkin 
Tu matau, a bonnet 
Wahoa, fire 
Waow, I, 


The natives of this country’ are feldom afflidted with 
any difeafes except fometimes an accidental fit of the 
cholic; but they are fubjedl to the erifypelas, attended 
With cutaneous eruptions fomewhat rcfemblincr the le 
profy; and if they have it to any confiderablc db^rce 
they are excluded from focicty and Jive alone, in a 
fmall houfc in fome unfrequented part of the ifiand* 
The management of the lick belongs to the priefts* 
whofe method of cure conliffs generally of prayers and 
ceremonies, which are repeated till they recover or 
die. It the former happens, it is attributed to their 
mode of proccedmg; if the patient dies, then they 
urge that the difeafe was incurable. ' 

The religion of thefe iflanders appears to be veiy 
myftenous j and as the language adapted to it, was dif 
ferent from that which was fpoken on other occalions 
we were not able to gam much knowledge of it Tu ’ 
pia, who gave us all the information that we trot in re” 
gard to this particular, informed us, that his country" 
men imagined every thing in the creation to proceed 
from the conjun&on of two perfons. One of thefe 
twofirft (being the fupreme deity) they called Taroa- 
taihetoomo, and the other Tapapa, and the year 
which they called Tettowmatatayo, they fuppofe to be 
■ the daughter of thefe two. They alfo imagine an in¬ 
ferior fort of deities, known by the name of finuas twn 
of whom, they fay formerly inhabited the earth ’ and 
they fuppofe ttat the firft man and woman defeended 
from them. The Supreme Being they flile " The 
caufer of earthquakes;” but more frequently addrefs 
their pmyers to Tane, whom they conceive to be a fon 
of. the hrft progenitors of nature. They believe in the 
cxiftence of the foul m a feparate Bate, and fuppofe 
i^^at there are two fuuations differing in the degrees of 

happinefs, which they.conflderasreceptaclesfbrdil- 

ferentrank3,butnocasplacesofrewardsandpunifliincnts. 

•3 


Their notion is, that the chiefs and principal people 
will have the preference to thofe of lower ranks, por 
as to their adlions they cannot conceive them to infiu, 
ence their future ftatc, as they believe the deity takes 
no cognizance of them. The office of priefi: Is here¬ 
ditary ; there are fevcral of them of all ranks: the 
chief is refpeeffed next to their kings ; and they are in 
general fuperior to the natives, not only in point of di¬ 
vine knowledge, but alfo in that of affronomy and na¬ 
vigation. They are not at all concerned with the cere¬ 
mony of marriage, which is only a fimple agreement be¬ 
tween the man and the v onian, and when they chiife to 
feparate, the matter is accomplifhed with as little ccre- 
D'ony as was thought neceffary to bring them together. 
Thefe people do not appear to worfliip images of any 
kind; but they enter their Morals with great awe and 
humility, their bodies being uncovered to the waiff 
when they bring their offering to their altar. 

As to their form of government, there is a fort of fub- 
ordination among them which refcnibles the early ffate 
of all the nations of Europe when under the feudal fy- 
lem, which referved authoiity to a fmall number, put¬ 
ting the reft intirely in their power. The ranks of the 
people of this ifland were thefe, Earee Rahie, fignitying 
a king or fupreme governor; Earee, anfwering to the 
title of baron; Mannahoonies, to that of vaflal; and 
Toutou, under which name was included the loweff 
orders of the people, fuch as are called villains accord¬ 
ing to the old law temn. The Earee Rahie, of which 
there are two here, one belonging to each peninfula, 
had great refpect fhewn them by all ranks. The 
Earees are lords of one or more of the d iff rids, into 
which thefe governments are divided ; and they fepa- 
rate their territories into lots, which are given among 
the Mannahoonies, wliorefpcdively cultivate the fliare 
that they hold under the baron. But they are only 
nonnnal cultivators ; this, as well as all other laborious 
work being done by the Toutou, or lower clafs of the 
people. 1 he fovereign, or Earee Rahie, and the baron, 
titles and honours by their 
cfuldrcn, as foon as they are born ; but ^leir effates re- 
inain in their poffeffion, and fubjed to the management' 
of their parents. Every diffrid: under the command 
ot an liaree furniffies a poportionate number of fight¬ 
ing men, for the defence of the common caufe, in cafe 
ot a general attack; and they are all fubied: to the 
command of the Earee Rahie. Their weapons confiff of 
llings, in the ufe of which they are very dextrous, and 
of long clubs remarkably hard, with which they fight 

cruelly, giving no quarter to their 
enemies m time of battle. 

r Oraheitc, there was a good under- 

of fhe tvio peninfulas, 
felf kin that the Earee of Tearrebau called him- 

There is 'V'* t:onlidercd as fuch by the inhabitants, 
monel L “'"OOS them fubflituted for 

Xec? nl,v1 by "liich every dcflrable 

Lncrllllmn obtained by force or fraud. The 
fxcitcmenrtn ^ almoft every 

vernmenf fn In a word, in ago- 

tice cannot ^ ‘ c poldhed, though diffribiitivc Juf- 
time there rn adminiffercd ; as, at the fame 

it the want of^rl ^ crimes whereon to exercife 

prifed o/^he n-ir" this ifland, we were ap- 

thein. The having the Ercnch difeafe among 

its effects ohfer ■ oallcd it by a name exprelTive of 
who werl tS infd nails^ of thofe 

rotted from f Y off, and theflelh 

even neareft rclatiMf’ countrymen, and 

much terrified Jr r unaffeded, were fo 

ferer was often fn r i that the unhappy fuf- 

defcripuoro^thelflTn and complete 

only idd a fewremlS P'^efent flate, we lhall 

/ “ temarks, which we apprehend may be 

of 
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f ,r. rn fuch eentlcmcn in the navy, who may here- 

°Lr have it in® heir orders to touch at the fame. As 
vf ifland can bcufeful only by fupplying flitps With 
‘rfreniments in their paifage through thefe leas, it 
vhtbcmadctoanfwcr fully this inlportartt >end i Eu- 
c^tle plants, garden fluff; and the hfbft 
Sfeful vegetables! would doubtlefs flounffi in fo rich 
r il The climate is remarkably fine, the heat is 
Lt troubl'efome, nor do the winds blow conftantly from 
We had frequently a frcfli gale from the 
Q W fometimes, though very feldom, from the N. W. 
We loirnt from Tupia, that foiith weflerly winds pre¬ 
vail in Oaober, November acd December, and we have 


no doubt but this is true; At the time the. winds are 

variable, they are always accompanied by a fwell from 
the S. W. or W. S. W.’ I'he lame fwell happens on a 
cairn, and when the atmofphere is loaded w ith clouds, 
which Ihew'S that the winds are variable, or wclfcrly 
out at fea, tor with a trade wind the weather is clear* 
In thefe parts the tiade wind does not extend farther to 
the (buth than twenty degrees, beyond which wc gene¬ 
rally found a gale from the weftward. The tides here 
are perhaps as inconfidcrable as in any part of the world. 
A fouth or fouth by v eft moon makes high water in the 
harbour of Matavai, and its perpendicular height fcl- 
dom exceeds ten or twelve inches. 


CHAP* Vi* 


So^emnmrs ofthclife mid pitlicfervices of Capt. James Cook, here hiiroduceddil^ requcftofagreatmmkro^^^^^ 
numerous readers-^The Endeavour continues hervoyage^ViJiis the ijlands in the neighbourhood of Otaheite An 
TrZ^'al incident, and of various particuhirs relative to the inhahilants-^rhepajfage of the Endeavour frm Otcroah to 
ViZ^^Zcahnd^Eventson going ajhmr, and incidents while tbefhip zmsin Poverty Bm^pJis and the adjacent cmnip 
dcfcrihcd^-^Excuifions to Cape Turnagagain, and return to Tolaga^rhc inhabitants defcribed, and a mrptrve of what 
happened while we were on that.part of the eoaji-rhe range from Waga to Mermry Bay^Tnetdents that happened on 
board the Endeavour and afiore—A defeription of the country and its forufed villagesj-Sbe fails from Mercury Bay to 
the Bay of Ijlands^ A defeription of the Indians on the hanks of the River rhamep^Andof the iwihcr that gvp)5 there 
hterviewsand fkirmifJjcs zviih the natives on anijland, andpn different parts of the coaft-^Range from the Bay of Ijlandi 
round North Cape, 


We beg the public will pardon the following digreftion, 
as we give in this part of our work the following 
memoirs of Capt. Cook's life and public fervices, at 
the particular requeft of a great number of our nu¬ 
merous Subferibers, who Wifli to be gratified irn- 
medlately with authentic information rerpcifcing this 
moft celebrated Navigator. 


N Otwithftanding the ignorant afTcrtions foftered on 
the public by editors of other publications of the 
kind, wc have authority to fay (the Rev. Mr. Grefnfide's 
leftificatc being inthepofTcnionof our publiflier) that the 
late Capt. James Cook was born at Marton, in the North 
Riding of Yorkfhirc, on February 3, 1728. His father, 
who was a day labourer (a circumftancc by no means 
to the difgrace but honour of our unparalleled voyager) 
in that vDlage, put his Ton at an early age apprentice tb 
a fliop-kcepcr in a neighbouring town. 

His natural inclination not havingbeert confulted on 
this occafion, he foon quitted the counter from difguft, 
and bound himfelf for nine years, to the maftcr of a 
vcfTel in the Coal-trade. At the breaking out of the 
war in 175 5,being imprefled, he entered into the king’s 
fervice, on board the Eagle, at that time commanded 
by Oipt. Hamer, and afterward by Sir Hugh Pallifer, 
M ho foon difeovered his merit, and introduced himr on 
tlie quarter-deck. 

In the year 1758, we find him maftcr of the Nor¬ 
thumberland, the Hag fliip of Lord Colville, who had 
then the command of the fquadron ftationed on the 
coaft of America. It was here, as he has often been 
heaid fay, that, during a hard winter, he firft read 
Euclid, and applied himfelf to the ftudy of mathe¬ 
matics and aftronomy, without any other affiftancc, 
than what a few books, and his own induftiy afforded 
him. At tlie fame time, that he thus found means to 
cultivate and improve his mind, and to fupply the dc- 
^1 ^n early education, he wascngagetl in moft 
oithcbufy and aiftive fcencs of the war in .\mcrica. 

of Quebec, Sir Charles Saunders commit. 
^ u to his chaise the execution of fervices, of the firft 
Importance in the naval department. He piloted the 
ats to the attack of Montmorency; conduded the 
mbarkation to the Heights of Abraham, examined the 
pa 1 age, and laid buoys for the fecurity of the large 
arlr?^ r!' Proceeding up the river. 'l‘hc courage and 
fcrvl^ - 'vhich he acquitted himfelf in thefe 

warm fricndfliip ofSir Cliarlcs 
and Lord Colville, who continued to patronize 


him during the reft of their lives, with the greateft 
zeal and aftedion. At the conclufion of the war, he 
was appointed, through the recommendation of Lord 
Colville, and Sir Hugh Pallifer, to furvey the Gulf of 
Sc. Lawrence, and the coafts of Newfoundland. In 
this employment he continued till the year 1767, w'hen 
he was fixed on by Sir Ed ward Hawke, to command an 
expedition (being his firll voyage which we are now-about 
relating) to the South Seas j for the purpofe of oblcr\'- 
ing the tranfit of Venus, and profecuting difcovcrics in 
that part of the globe. 

From this period, as his fervices incrcafcd in ufeful- 
nefs to the public, fo his reputation proportionably ad-^ 
vanced to a height too great to be affeded by our pa¬ 
negyric. Indeed, he appears to have been moft emi¬ 
nently and peculiarly qualified for this fpecies of enter- 
prizc. The carlicft habits of his life, ;the courfe of 
his fervices, and the conftant application of his mind, 
all confpired to fit him for it, and gave him a degree 
of prolefiional knowledge, which falls to the lot of 
very few-. 

The cofiftitutiOn of his body was robuft, inured to 
labour, and capable of undergoing the fevereft hard- 
fliips. .His ftomach bore, w ithoiit difficulty, the 
coarfeft and moft ungrateful food. Indeed, temperance 
in him was fearedy a virtue; fo great was the indif- 
fcrence with w'hich he fubmitted to every kind of lelf-^ 
denial. I'he qualities of his mind were of the fame 
hardy> vigorous kind with thofe of his body. His 
underftanding was ftrong and pciTpicacious. His 
judgement, in whatever related to the feryices he was 
'engaged in, quick and fure. His defigns were bold 
and manly; and both in the conception, and in the 
mode of execution, bore evident marks of a great ori¬ 
ginal genius. His courage w'as cool and determined, 
and Jtccompanicd with an admirable prefence of mind 
in the moment of danger. His manners were plain 
and unaftected. His temper might perhaps have been 
juftly blamed, as fiibjeCt to haftincls and paffion, had 
not thefe been difarmed by a difpolition benevolent 
and humane. 

Such w^ere the outlines of Capt. Cook’s character; 
but its moft diftinguilliing feature was, that unremit¬ 
ting perfeveranoe in the piuduit of his objc<ft, \\bidt 
was not only fuperior to the oppofition of dangers, 
and the prelUire of hardlhips, but even exempt from 
the want of ordinary relaxation. During the three long 
and tedious voyages in which he was engaged, his cager- 
nefs and ad:ivity were never in the lealt abated. No 
incidental temptation could detain him for a moment, 
even thofe inrczwals of recreation, w liich fometimes un- 
H avoidably 
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ft-voidably occurred, and were looked for by us with a 
longing, th^t perfons who have e?mcrienced the fa¬ 
tigues of fervice, will readily cxcufe, were fubmitted 
to by him w^ith a certain impatience, whenever they 
could not he'employed in making further provifion for 
the more effciftual profecution of his dehgns. 

It is not nccelTary, here, to enumerate the particu¬ 
lar inftanccs in which thefe qualities were difplayed, 
during the great and important enterprizes in which 
he was engaged^ We Hiall content ourfclvcs with 
Hating the remit of thofe fervices, under the two princi¬ 
pal heads to w'hich they may be referred, thofe of geo¬ 
graphy and navigation, placing each in a feparate and 
diftindf point of vie\v. 

Perhaps no fcience ever received greater additions 
•from the labours of a Tingle man, than geography has 
done from thofe of Captain Cook. In his firft voayge 
to the South Seas, he difeovered the Society I Hands } 
determined the infularity of New Zealand; difeovered 
the flraits which feparate the two iHands, and are 
called after his name, and made a complete furvey of 
both. He afterw ards explored the caHern coaH ofNcw 
Holland, hitherto unknown, an extent of twenty-feven 
degrees of latitude, or upw^ards of two thoufand miles. 

In his fccond expedition round the world, he rc- 
folved the great problem of a fouthern continent; hav¬ 
ing traverfed that hcmifphcrc between the latitudes of 
40 and 70 degrees, in fuch a manner, as not to leave a 
pofTibility of its exiftcnce, unlcfs near the pole, and out 
of the reach of navigation. During this voyage, he 
difeovered Ne\v Calidonia, the largeH iHand in the 
Southern Pacific, except New Zealand ; the iHand of 
Georgia, and an unknown coaH, which he named Sand¬ 
wich Land, thethulcof the fouthern hemifpbere; and 
having twice vifited the tropical Teas, he fettled the 
Htuations of the old, and made feveral new difeoveries, 
which Hiall likewife all be particularized in the follow- 
jng (beets. 

But this third voyage (a full account of which we 
fhall alfo give in this work) is diHinguiflicd by the ex¬ 
tent and importance of its difeoveries. BcHdes feveral 
finaller iHands in the Southern Pacific, he difeovered to 
the north of the equinoctial line, the groupe called the 
Sandwich iHands; which, from their fituations and 
productions, bid fairer for becoming an objedt of con- 
fequence, in the fyftcm of European navigation, than 
any other difeovery in tlie South Sea. He afterwards 
explored what had hitherto remained unknown of the 
wefterii coaft of America, from the latitude of 43 
to 70 deg. north, containing an extent of three thou- 
fand five hundred miles; afeertained the proximity of 
the two great continents of Afia and America; palTcd 
the (freights between them, and furveyed the coaft on 
each fide, to fuch a height of northern latitude, as to 
demonftrate the impracticability of a pafTage in that 
hemifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean, 
cither by an eaftern or a w eftern co irfe. Infhort, if w'e 
except the fea of Amur, and the Japanefe Archipe¬ 
lago, which ftill remain but impcrfeClly known to Eu¬ 
ropeans, he has completed the hydrography of the ha¬ 
bitable globe. 

In the prolecution of his third voyage this great man 
met with his unfortunate death, the particulars pre¬ 
ceding which we think it ncccflary here to relate. 

On Friday, Feb. 12, 1779, returning to Karakakooa 
Bay, and coming to anchor, we were fm-prized to find 
our reception very different from what it had been on 
our firft arrival; no Hiouts, no buHle, no confufion 
but a folitary bay, with only here and there a canoe 
ftealing clofc along the (horc. The impiilfe of curi- 
ofity, which had before operated to fo great a degree 
might now indeed be fuppofed to have ceafed ; but the 
holpitable treatnicnt we had invariably met with, and 
the friendly footing on which w'e parted gave us fome 
reafon to expeCt that they would again have flocked 
about us w ith great joy on our return. 

We were forming various conjectures, upon the oc- 
cafion of this extraordinary appcai*ancc, when our 
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anxierv was at length relieved by the return of a boat* 
which'had been font on Hiore, and brought.us word, 
that Terreeoboo was abfent, and had left the bay under 
the taboo. Though this account appeared very fatis- 
factory to moft of us, yet others were of ppinioi^, or 
rather, perhaps, have been led by fubfequent cv^its to 
imagine, that there was fomething at this time very 
fufpicious in the behaviour of the natives; an& that 
the interdiction of all intercourfe, with us on pretence 
of the king’s abfence, was only to give him time to 
confult with his chiefs, in what manner it might be 
proper to treat us. Whether thefe fufpicions were 
well-founded, or the account given by the natives w’as 
the truth, we were never able to afeertain. For though 
it is not improbable that our fudden return, for which 
they could fee no apparent caufe, and the ncccffity of 
which (the Refoiution being damaged in a gale) wc 
afccrw'ards found it very difficult to make them com¬ 
prehend, might occafion fome alarm; yet the unfuf- 
picious condudl of Terreeoboo, who on his fuppofed 
arrival, the next morning, came immediately to vific 
Captain Cook, and the corLfequent return of the na¬ 
tives to their former friendly intercourfe with us, 
are ftrong proofs, that they neither meant, nor appre¬ 
hended any changc of conduct. 

In fupport of this opinion, we may add the account 
of another accident precifely of the fame kind, which 
happened to us on our firft vifit, the day before the 
arrival of the king. A native had fold a hog on board 
the Refoiution, arid taken the price agreed on, when 
Parcea paHing by, advifed the man not to part with 
the hog, without an advanced price. For this, he was 
lharply fpoken to, and pulhed away; and the taboo 
being foon after laid on the bay, we had at firft no 
doubt, but that it was in confequence of the offence 
given to the chief. Both thefe accidents ferve to ihew, 
how very difficult it is to draw any certain conclullpii 
from the ac^tions of people w'ith whofe cuffoms, as well 
aslan^age, we are fo imperfedlly acquainted; at the 
fame time, fome idea may be formed from them of 
the difficulties, at the firft view, perhaps, not very ap¬ 
parent, which thofe have to encounter, who in all their 
tranfaeftions with thefe ftrangers, have to ftecr their 
courfe amidft fo much uncertainty, where a trifiing 
error may be attended with even the moft fatal confe- 
quences. How^ever true or falfe thefe conjectures may 
be, things w ent on in their ufual quiet courfe till Sa¬ 
turday afternoon February 13, 1779. 

Toward the evening of that day, the officer who 
commanded the w’atering party of the Difeovery, came 
to inform us, that feveral chiefs had affembled at tile 
weft near the beach driving away the natives, whom he 
had hired to affift the Tailors in rolling down the ca(ks 
He told us, at the fame time, that he 
thought their behaviour extremely fufpicious, and that 
they meant to give him fome farther difturbancc. At 
his requeft therefore a marine was fent along with him, 
but was fuftered only to take his (ide amis. In a Hiort 
time the officer returned, and on his faying that the 
iilanders had armed themfclves with ftones, and were 
grown very tiimulcuoiis, Mr. King went to the fpos 
attended by a marine with his mufquet. Seeing them 
approach, they threw^ away their ftones, and, on their 
Ipcaking to fome of the chiefs, the mob were driven 
away, and thofe w ho chofc it, were fuffered to affift in 
_ ing the cafks. Having left things quiet here,'Mr. 
ing went to meet Capt. Cook, who was coming on 
liorc inthe pinniice. Mr. Ki ng related to h im w hat had 
juft paffed, and he ordered Mr. King, in cafe of their 
beginning to throw ftones, or behave infolently, imme- 
dlately to fire a ball at the offenders. Mr. King ac¬ 
cordingly gave orders to the corporal to have the pieces 
of the centmels loaded with bail, inftcad of fmall (hot. 

boon after our return to the tents, w'e were alannedby 
a continued (ire of mufquets from the Difeovery, which 
we obferved to be diredted at a canoe, that we faw padd¬ 
ling toward the ibore m great haftc, piirfued by one of 
our fmall boats. We immediately concluded, that the 
firing was in confequence of fome theft, and Captain 
Cook ordered Mr. King to follow him with a ma¬ 
rine 
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• c armed and to endeavour to feize the people as 

iZv came on Ihore. Accordingly they ran toward the 
^ 1 ce ^vherc we fuppofed the canoe would land, but 
terc too late, the people having quitted it, and made 
their cfcape into the country before their arrival. 

Capt. Cook and Mr. King w'cre at this time 
iernorant that the goods had been already reftored, and 
s they thought it probable, from the circumftanccs 
they had at firfl: obferved, that they might beofim- 
DOitance, were unwilling to relinquifli their hopes of 
Covering them. Having therefore inquired of the 
aitivcs which way the people had fled, they followed 
them till it was near dark, when judging themfelves 
to be about three miles from the tents, and fufpeclii^ 
that the natives, who frequently encouraged them in 
the puifuit, wereamufing them with falfc information, 
they thought it in vain to continue their fearch any 
loiter, and returned to the beach. 

During their abfence, a difference of a more ferious 
and unpleafant nature had happened; the officer who 
had been fent in the fmall boat, and was returning on 
board with the goods which had been reftored, oblerv- 
ing Capt. Cook and Mr. King engaged in the 
purfuit of the offenders, thought it his duty to feize the 
canoe, which was left drawn up on the fhore. Un¬ 
fortunately this canoe belonged to Parcea, who arriv¬ 
ing at the fame moment from on board the Difeovery, 
claimed his property with many proteflations of his 
innocence; the officer refufing to give it up, and being 
joined by the crew of the pinnace, which was waiting 
for Capt. Cook, a feuffle enfued, in w hich Parcea was 
knocked down by a violent blow on the head with an 
oar: the natives who were colledbed about the fpot, and 
had hitherto been peaceable fpedfators, immediately 
attacked our people with fuch a fliower of Rones, as 
forced them to retreat wdth great precipitation and 
fwim offto a rock at fome diftance from the fliore. 
The pinnace was immediately ranfacked by the iflandtl^, 
and, but for the timely interpofition of Parcea, who 
feemed to have recovered from the blow, and forgot it 
at the fame inftant, would foon have been entirely de- 
moliflicd. Having driven away the crowd, he made 
figns to our people, that they might come and take 
polTeflion of the pinnace, and that he would endeavour 
to get back the things which had been taken out 
of it. After their departure he follow’cd them in his 
canoe, with a midrtiipman’s cap and fome other trif¬ 
ling articles of the plunder, and, with much apparent 
concern at what had happened, as he afked if the Orono 
would kill him, and whether he w'ould permit him to 
come on board the next day? On being affiired that he 
fliould be well received, he joined nofes (as their cuftom 
is) with the officers in token of friendfliip, and paddled 
over to the village of Kowrowa. 

When Capt. Cook w'as infonned of what had pafled 
heexprefled much uneafinefs at it, and in returning on 
board, faid, " I am afraid that thefe people will oblige 
metoufe fome violent meafures, for they mu ft not be 
left to imagine that they have gained an advantage over 
liS;” however, as it was too late to take any fteps this 
evening, he contented himfclf wdth giving orders, that 
every man and woman of the ifland on ^ard fhould 
be immediately turned out of the fhip. As foon as this 
order was executed, Mr. King returned on ftiore, and 
our former confidence in the natives being now' much 
abated by the events of the day, he ported a double 
piard on the Moral, with orders to call him if they 
law any men lurking about the beach. At about 
eleven o’clock, five iflanders were obferved creeping 
round the bottom of the Morai; they feemed very cau- 
Jous in approaching us, and, at lart finding themfelves 
uucovered, retired out of fight. About midnight, one 
ot them venturing clofe up to the obfervatory, the cen- 
over him, on which the men fled, and we 
palled the remainder of the night w ithout farther dif- 
turbance. 

Sunday morning, Feb. 14, 1779, at day break Mr. 

ing went on board the Refolution for the Time- 
was hailed by the Difeovery, 
th cutter had been ftolcn during 

c night, from the buoy w here it was moored. 


When he arrived on board, he found the marines 

arming, and Capt. Cook loading his double barrelled 
gun. Whilft he was relating to him what had hap¬ 
pened in the night, he interrupted Mr. King w 1 tl> 
fome eagemefs, and acquainted him with the lofs 
of the Difeovery’s cutter, and with the preparatioiis 
he was making for its recovery. It had been his ufua^ 
praertice, w'henever any thing of confequence was loft, 
at any of the i (lands in this ocean, to get the king or 
fome of the principal Erees on board, and to keep them 
as hoftages till it was reftored. This method, which, 
had been always attended with fuccefs, he meant to 
purfue on the prefent occafion; and at the fame time, 
had given orders to ftop all the canoes that fhould 
attempt to leave the bay, w'ith an intention of feizing 
anddeftroying them if he could not recover the cutter 
by peaceable means. Accordingly the boats of both 
(hips, well manned and armed, were Rationed acrofs 
the bay; and, before Mr. King left the ftiip, fome 
great guns had been fired at two large canoes that w ere 
attempting to make their efcape. 

It w as betw'cen feven and eight o’clock when Capt, 
Cook and Mr. King quitted the (hip together, 
Capt. Cook in the pinnace, having Mr. Phillips and 
nine marines with him, and Mr. King in the. 
fmall boat. The lart orders Mr. King received 
from him were, to quiet the minds of the natives on 
his fide of the bay, by aflliring them they ftiould not 
be hurt; to keep his people together, and to be on. 
his guard. They then parted, the captain went to¬ 
wards Kowrowa, where the king refided, and Mr. 
King proceeded to the beach. Mr. King’s firft. 
care on going afliore, w as to give ftrict orders to the 
marines to remain within the tent, to load their pieces 
with ball, and not to quit their arms. Afterw'ards he 
took a walk to the huts of old Kaoo and the priefts, 
and explained to them as well as he could, the objed: 
of the hortile preparations which had exceedingly 
alanned them. 

He found that they had already heard of the cut¬ 
ter’s being Rolen, and allured them, that though Capt.' 
Cook W'as refolv^ to recover it and to punifii the au¬ 
thors of the theft, yet that they and the people of the 
village on our fide, need not be under the fmalleft ap- 
prehenfion of fufiering any evil from us. He defired 
the priefts to explain this to the people and to tell them 
not to be alarmed, but to continue peaceable and quiet. 
Kaoo afked him w ith great earneftnefs, if Terreeoboo was 
to be hurt? He alfured him he was not, and both he and 
the reft of his brethren feemed much fatisfied with 
this afllirance. 

In the mean time Capt. Cook, having called off the 
launch which was Rationed at-the north point of the 
bay, and taken it along with him proceeded to Kow'- 
row'a, and landed with the lieutenant and nine marines. 
He immediately marched into the village, w here he 
W'as received with the ufual marks of refpedl, the peo¬ 
ple proftrating themfelves before him, and bringing 
their accuftomed offerings of fmall hogs. Finding that 
there was no fufpicion of his defign, his next ftep was 
to inquire for Terreeoboo and the two boys his fons, 
who had been his conftant guefts on board the Refolu-, 
tion. In a Ihort time the boys returned, along with 
the natives w'ho had been fent in fearch of them, and 
immediately led Capt. Cook to the houfe where the 
king had flept. They found the old man juft aw'ake 
fi*om fleep, and, after a fiiort converfation about the lofs 
of the cutter, from which Capt. Cook was convinced 
that he was in no wife privy to it, he invited him to 
return in the boat and fpend the day on board the 
Refolution. To this propofal the king readily con- 
fented, and immediately got up to accompany him. 

I'hings were in this profperous train, the twoboysbe- 
ing already m the pinnace, and the reft of theparty having 
advanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman 
called Kanee-kabarcca, the mother of the boys, and one 
of the king’s favourite wives came after him, and with 
many tears and entreaties, befought him not to go on 
board. At the fame time two chiefs who came along 
with her laid hold of him, and infilling that he Ibould 
go no farther, forced him to fit down. The natives. 
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who were collecting in prodigious niunbers along the 
fliore, had probably been alarmed by the firing of 
the great guns, and the appearances of hoftility in the 
bay, begari to throng round Captain Cook and their 
king. In this fituation, the lieutenant of marines, ob- 
ferving that his meri were huddled clofe together in the 
txowd, and thus incapable of ufing their arms, if any 
occafion ihould require it, propofed to the captain, to 
draw them up along the rocks, clofe to the water's 
edge; and the crowd readily making way for them to 
pals, they w'ere drawn up in a line, at the diftance of 
about thirty yards from the place where the kine; was 
fitting. ” 

All this time the old king remained on the ground, 
with the llrongcfl: marks ot terror and dejection in his 
countenance; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon 
the object for which he had come on Ihorc, continuing 
to urge him, in the moll prefling manner, to proceed; 

hiiri:, on the other hand, whenever the king appeared 
inclined to follow him, the chiefs, w ho flood round 
him, interpofed, at firfl: w'ith prayers and entreaties, 
but afterward, having recourlc to force and violence, 
infifled on his Ihiying where he was. Captain Cook 
therefore finding, that the alarm had fpread too gene¬ 
rally, and that it was in vain to think any lon^T of 
getting him off, without bloodflied, at laft gave up 
the point; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be 
impoflible to compel him to go on board, w ithout the 
^ ^ great number of the inhabitants. 

1 hough the enterprize, which had carried Capt. 
Cook oil fliore had now failed, and was abandoned, yet 
nis pcrlon did not appear to have been in the leaft 
anger, till an accident happened, wiiich gave a fatal 
turn to the alfair. The boats which had been Ra¬ 
tioned acrofs the bay, having fired at fome canoes, that 
were attempting to get out, unfortunately had killed a 
chief of the firfl: rank. The news of his death ar- 
rivcdat the village where Captain Cook was, juft as 
fie had left the king, and was walking flowly toward 
the Ihore. The ferment it occafioned'was very confpi- 
Guous : the 'Homcn and children were immediately fent 

u I their war-mats, and armed 

thcmielves with fpcai-s and ftones. One of the natives, 
having in his hands a ftone, and a long iron fpike 
(iihich thev- call a pahooa) came up to the captain, 
flounfliing his weapon by way of defiance, and threa- 
tening to throvv the Hone. The captain dclired him 
to defiil but the man pcrfirting in his infolence, he 
was at length provoked to fire a load of fmall-lliot. 
i he man having his mat on, which the Ihot were not 
able to penetrate, this had no other effed than to irri¬ 
tate and encourage them. Several ftones were thrown 
x!r^ “”‘^°f*cof the Erces attempted to ftab 

Mr. 1 hillips with his pahoo.a, but failed in the attempt, 
and received from him a blow with the butt end of his 
mufquet. Captain Cook now fired his fccond barrel- 
loaded with ball, and killed one of the foremoft of the 
natives A general attack with ftones immediately 
followed, which was anfvvercd by a difeharge of muf- 
marines, and the people in the boats 
The ‘Panders, contrary to the expectations of every 
one, ftooci the fire with great firmnefs ; and before the 
marines had time to reload, they broke in upon them 
with dreadful Ihoiits and yells. What followed was a 
fccne of the utmoft horror and confulion. 

Four of the marines were cut oft' amongft the rocks 
in their retreat, and foil a facrificc to the furv^ of the 
enemy; three more were dangeroufly wounded • and 
the lieutenant, who had received a ftab between the 
ftiouldcrs with a pahooa, having fortunately referved 
his fire, lliot the man who had wounded him’juft as he 
w as, going to repeat his blow. Capt. Cook, the laft 
time he was fiien diftinctly, was ftanding at the water's 
edge, and calling out to the boats to ccafe firing, and 
t^j^nll in. If it be true, as lome of thole who were 
prefent have imagined, that the marines and boat-men 
had fired without his orders, and that he was delirous 
of preventing any further bloodllicd, it is not impro 
Fable, that his humanity, on this occafion, proved 
fatal to him. For it was remarked, that whilft he faced 


the natives, none of them had offered him any •' 
Icnce, but that having turned abotit to give hisor?°' 
to the boats, he w as ftabbed in tlie back] and fell "i'e 
his fact into the water. On feeing him fall, the iOnna''" 
fet up a great ftiout, and his body was immeSP 
dragged on ftiore, and lurrounded by the enemy 
fnatching the dagger out of each other's hands, (he«„4 
a lavage cagerncls to havcai ftiarc in hisdeftruaion 
Thus fell this great and excellent commander i 
a life of fo much diftinguilhed and fuccefsful’entcb 
prize, his death, as far as regards himfcif, cannot he 
reckoned premature; fince he lived to finifh the ercat 
work for which he feems to have been defigned - and 
was rather removed from the enjoyment, than cut off 
from the acquifition, of glory. How fincerelv his 
lojs was felt and lamented, by thofe who had fo lon? 
found their general fecurity in his ftciil and Condu'd and 
every confolation, under their hardfhips in his tender- 
nefs and humanity, it is neither necclfary nor polTible 
for us to defcribc ; much Icfs fiiall we attefhpt to paint 
the horror w ith which the crews were fti-uck, and the 
univcrlal dejedion and difmay, which followed fo dread- 
lul and unexpctlcd a calamity. 

Wc fliall here however fubjoin a few particulars which 
happened fubfequent to his death, and which may 
be naturally expected to belong to this account. 

IT has been already related, that four of the ma- 
nne.s, who attended Captain Cook, were killed by 
the inandcrs on the fpot. T.he reft,' with Mr. Phil, 
bps, their lieutenant, threw thenvfclvcs into the water 
and efcaped under cover of a fmart fire from the 
boats. On this occafion, a remarkable inftance of 
fflilant behaviour, and of affeedion for his men, was 
fhewn by that officer. For he had fcarccly got into the 
boat, when, feeing one of the marines, w'ho w^as a 

r L • in the water, and in damper 

of being taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped 
into the fca to his afliftance, though much wounded 
himlelt; and after receiving a blow on the head from 
a ftone, which had nearly Tent him to the bottom, he 
flight the man by the hair, and brought him fafe off. 
Our people continued for fome time to keep up a con- 
ftant fire from the boats (which during the whole tran¬ 
saction, were not more than twenty yards from the 
anc), m Older to afford their unfortunate companions, 

If any of them fhouId ftill remain alive, an opportii. 
nity of cfcaping. Thcfe efforts, fcconded by a few 
guns, that were fired at the fame time from the Refo- 
lution having forced the natives at laft to retire, a 
fmall boat, manned by five of our young midfliip- 
mcn, pu ed towards the fliorc, where they faw the bo¬ 
dies, Without any figns of life lying on the ground; 

V It dangerous to attempt to bring them off 

\Mn o fmall a force, and their ammunition being 
nearly expended, they returned to the fhips, leaving 
diem in polfclTion of the ifianddrs, together with ten 
fcandsof arms. ° 

the general confternatien, which the news 
n occafioned throughout both crews had 

attention was called tbour party 
vviH n were on fhore, 

i^iarines. It is impoflible to 
H emotions of Mr. King's mind, during the 
ofbpr VA ^ i^^^^ehons had been carrying on, at the 
flinrr ^ 1 * ^^tig at the diftance only of a 

3 n ^ village %f Kcnvrpwa, we could fee 
^ crowd colledled on die fpot 

nvi- mufquetry, and could perceive 

tilde hiiftlc and agitation in the multi- 

retire fro ^ faw the natives flying, the boats 

trreat ftilln^r^^f ^ore, and pafling and repafllng, in 
fnd vil , M between th.c fliips. Where a life fo deaf 
alarmed Concerned, it was impoffible not to bc 

Biir h and threatening. 

runred^rn^^r^^'% hiiew, that a long and uninter- 
iiadv>« nf his tranfactions with the 

' ^ ^ had given the captain a degree of 

con- 
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confidence, that wc were fearful might, at fome un¬ 
lucky moment, put him too much ott his guard; and 
wc now faw all the dangers to which that coiiliilence 
might lead, without receiving much confolation from 
confidcring the experience that had given rife to it. 

Our firlt care, on hearing the mulquets fired, was, to 
affure the people, who w ere affcmbled in conliderable 
numbers, round the wall of our confecrated field, and 
feemed equally at a lofs with ourfclves how to account 
for what they had feen and heard, that they Ihould not 
be moleftcd ; and that, at all events, we were defirous 
of continuing on peaceable terms with them. We re¬ 
mained in this pofture, till the boats had returned on 
board, when Captain Clerke, obferving, through his te- 
lefcope, that wc were furrounded by the natives, and 
apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered two 
four-pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe 
guns, though well aimed, did no mifehief, and yet 
gave the. natives a convincing proof of their power. 
One of the balls broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, 
under wliich a party of them were fitting; and the 
other fiiivcred a rock, that flood in an exad: line with' 
them. As w'e had, juft before, given them the flrongeft 
altlirancesof their fafety, w'c were exceedingly morti¬ 
fied at this at^l of hoflility; and, to prevent a repeti¬ 
tion of it, immediately difpatched a boat 10 acquaint 
Captain Clerke, that, at prefent, we were on the moft 
friendly terms with the natives ; and that, if occafion 
fiiould hereafter arife for altering our condu( 5 l toward 
them, w e would hoifl a jack, as a fignal for him to af¬ 
ford us all the afliflance in his power. 

We expcdled the return of the boat with the utmofl 
impatience ; and after remaining a quarter of an hour, 
under the mofl torturing anxiety and fufpenfe, our fears 
were at length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, 
w ith orders to flrike the tents as quickly as pofTiblc, and 
to fend the fails, that w^ere repairing, on board. Juft 
at the fame moment, our friend Kaireekeea having alfo 
received intelligence of the death of Captain Cook, 
from a native, w^ho had arrived from the other fide of 
the bay, came to us, with great forrow' and dejedion 
in his countenance, to inquire, if it was true ? 

Our fituation was, at this time, extremely critical 
and important. Not only our ow n lives, but the event 
of the expedition, and the return of at leaft one of the 
fliips, being involved in the fame common danger. 
We had the maft of the Refolution, and the greateft 
part of our fails, on ftiore, under the protedion of 
only fix marines: their lofs would have been irrepara¬ 
ble ; and though the natives had not as yet ftiewn the 
fmalleft difpolition to moleft us, yet it was impoftible 
to anfwcr for the alteration, which the news of the 
tranfadion at Kowrowa might produce. W^e there¬ 
fore thought it prudent to diftemble our belief of the 
death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kaireekeea to 
difcourage the report; left cither the fear of our re- 
fentment, or the fuccefsful example of their country¬ 
men, might lead them to feize the favourable oppor¬ 
tunity, which at this time offered itfelf, of giving us a 
fecond blow. At the fame time, we advifed him to 
bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the priells, into ^a large 
houle that w'as clofc to the Morai; partly out of re¬ 
gard to their fafety, in cafe it fhould have been found 
ncccflary to proceed to extremities; and partly to have 
hiin near us, in order to make ufe of his authority 
'vith the people, if it could be inftrumental in prefciw- 
»ng peace; 

1 laving placed the marines on the top of the Morai, 
^hich formed a ftrong and advantageous poft, and left 
I c command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moftpo- 
htivc diredions to ad entirely on the defenfive, wc 
vent on boanl the Difeovery, in order to reprefent to 
-‘^fitain Clerke the dangerous fituation of our affairs. 

^ loon as w c quitted the fpot, the natives began to an- 
people with ftones; and wc had fcarcely 
teached the Ihij), before w^e heard the firing of the 
marines. We therefore returned inftantly on fhore. 
In things growing ever)' moment more alarm- 

%' The natives were arming, and putting on their 
; and their numbers incrcafcd very faft. W^c could 


alfo perceive fcveral large Ixidies marching tow'ard us, 
along the clift' which feparates the village of Kakooa 
from the north fide of the bay, where the village of 
KowTOwa is fituated. 

They began, at firft, to attack us with ftones, from 
behind the walls of their inclofures, and finding no re- 
liftance on our part, they foon grew' more daring. A 
few'rcfolutc fellow's, having crept along the beach, un¬ 
der cover of the rocks, fuddenly made their appear¬ 
ance at the foot of the Morai, w ith a delign, as it 
feemed, of ftorming it on the fide next the fca, which 
was its only accelTible pait; and were not diflodged, 
till after they had flood a conliderable number of fhot, 
and feen one of their party fall. 

The bravery of one of thefe affailants well deferves 
to be particularly mentioned. For having returned to 
carry off his companion, amidft the fire of our w'hole 
party, a wound; which he received, made him quit the 
body and retire ; but, in a few minutes, he again ap¬ 
peared, and being again wounded, he w'as obliged a 
fccond time to retreat. At this moment wc arrived at 
the Morai, and faw him return the third time, bleed¬ 
ing and faint; and being informed of what had hap¬ 
pened, w'e forbad the foldiers to fire, and he was fuf- 
fered to carry ofl* his friend ; which he was juft able 
to perform, and then fell down himfelf, and expired. 

About this time, a ftrong reinforcement from both 
Ihips having landed, the nati\ cs retreated behind their 
walls; which ghdng us accefs to our friendly priefts, 
wc fenc one of them to endeavour to bring their coun¬ 
trymen to fome terms, and to pfopofc to them, that if 
they would defift from throw'ing ftones, wc would not 
permit our men to fire. This mice w as agreed to, and 
wc were fuffered to launch the maft, and carry off the 
fiiils, and our aflronomical apparatus, unmolcfted. As 
foon as we had quitted the Morai, they took poffeftion 
of it, and fome of them threw a few ftones; but with¬ 
out doing us any mifehief. 

It was half an hour paft eleven o’clock, W'hcn we 
got on board the Difeovery, where wc found no dc- 
cifive plan had been adopted for our future proceedings. 
The reftitution of the boat, and the recovery of the 
body of Captain Cook were the objcifts, w hich, on all 
hands, we agreed to infill on; and it was our opinion, 
that fome vigorous Heps Ihould be taken, in cafe the 
demand of them was not immediately complied w'ith. 

Though our feelings, on the death of a beloved and 
honoured commander may be fufpeiSlcd to have had 
fome lhare in this opinion, yet there were certainly 
other rcafons, and thofe of the moft ferious kind, that 
had confiderable w'eight. The confidence which their 
fuccefs in killing our chief, and forcing us to quit the 
ftiorc, rnuft naturally have infpired ; and the advan¬ 
tage, however trilling, which they had obtained over 
us the preceding day, would, we had no doubt, encou¬ 
rage them to make fome further dangerous attempts ; 
and the more elpecially, as they had little reafon, from 
w'hat they had hitherto feen, to dread theeffedls of our 
fire-arms. Indeed, contrary to the cxpedlations of 
every one, this Ibrt of weapon had produced no figns 
of terror in them. On our fide, fuch was the condi¬ 
tion of the fliips, and the Hate of difcipline amongft 
us, that had a vigorous attack been made on us, in the 
night, it would have been impoftible to anfwcr for the 
confcquences. 

In thefe apprehenfions, we w'ere fupported by the ‘ 
opinion of moft of the officers on board ; and nothing 
feemed fo likely to encourage the natives to make the 
attempt, as the appearance of our being inclined to 
an accommodation, which they could only attribute to 
weaknefs, or fear. 

In favour of more conciliatory meafures, it was 
jullly urged, that the mifehief w’as done, and irrepa¬ 
rable ; that the natives had a ftrong claim to our re¬ 
gard, on account of their former friendfliip and kind- 
nefs; and the more cfpecially, as the late melancholy 
accident did not appear to have arifen from any pre¬ 
meditated defign: that, on the part of Tcrrecoboo, 
his ignorance of the theft, his rcadinefs to accompany 
Captain Cook on board, and his having adually fenc 
I his 
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two Tons into the boat, mult free him from the fmallcll 
degree of fufpicion : that the condudl of his women, 
and the Erces, might eafily be accounted for, from 
the apprehenfions occalioncd by the armed force with 
which Captain Cook came on Ihorc, and the hoftile 
preparations in the bay ; appearances fo difterent Irom 
the termrs of friendlhip and confidence, in which both 
parties had hitherto lived, that the arming of the na¬ 
tives was evidently with a defign to refill the attempt, 
which they had fome reafon to imagine would be 
made, to carry off their king by .force, and was na¬ 
turally to be cxpecled from a people full of afi'cclion 
and attachment to their chiefs. 

To thefe motives of humanity, others of a pruden¬ 
tial nature were added ; that we were in want of wa¬ 
ter, and other refrolhmcnts: that our fbremafl would 
require fix or eight days work, before it could be 
ftepped: that the fpring was advancing apace; and 
that the fpcedy profecutioii of our next northern expe¬ 
dition ought now to be our folc objed : that therefore 
to engage in a vindiclivc contell with the inhabitants, 
might not only lay us under die imputation of unne- 
cclTary cruelty, but would occalion an unavoidable de¬ 
lay in the equipment of the Ihips. 

In this latter opinion Captain Clerke concurred ; 
and though we were convinced, that an early difplay of 
vigorous refentment would more effeclually have an- 
fvvered every objeil both of prudence and humanity, 
were not forry, that the fpirited meafures recommend¬ 
ed were rejected. For though the contemptuous be¬ 
haviour of the natives, and their fubfequent oppofition 
to our neceflary operations on lliore, ariling from a 
mifconllrudlion of our lenity, compelled us at lalt to 
have recourfe to violence in our own defence; yet die 
circumfiances of the cafe would, in the opinion of the 
world, have jullified the ufc of force, on our part, in 
the firll inllancc. Cautionary rigour is at all times in¬ 
vidious, and has this additional objedcion to it, that the 
feverity of a preventive courfe, when it bell fuccceds, 
leaves its expediency the lead apparent. 

During the time we m ere thus engaged, in concert¬ 
ing fome plan for our future condudl, a prodigious 
concourfe of natives dill kept poficlfion of the diore; 
and fome of them came oif in canoes, and had the 
boldnefs to approach within pidol-diot of the Ihips, 
and to infult us by various marks of contempt and de¬ 
fiance. It was with great difficulty we could redrain 
the fiiilors from the ufe of their arms, on thefe occa- 
lions; but as pacific meafures had been refolved on, 
the canoes were fuffered to return unmoledcd. 

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined, that 
Mr. King fliould proceed toward the fiiorc, with the 
boats of both Ihips, well manned and armed, with a 
view to bring the natives to a parley, and, ifpoffible, to 
obtain a conference w ith fome of the chiefs. 

If this attempt fuccecdcd, he was to demand the 
dead bodies, and particularly that of Captain Cook; 
to threaten them with our vengeance in cafe of a re- 
fufal; but, by no means, to fire unlefs attacked ; and 
not to land bn any account whatever. I'hefe orders 
were delivered before the whole party, and in the mod 
pofitlvc manner. ^ 

Me left the Ihips about four o’clock in the afternoon; 
and, as we approached the Ihore, perceived eveiy 
indication of a hodile reception. The w hole crowd of 
natives was in motion; the women and children re¬ 
tiring; die men putting on their war mats, and arin- 
ino- themfclvcs with long fpears and daggers. We alfo 
oblcrved, that, llnce the morning, they had throw n up 
done bread-works along the beach, where Captain 
Cook had landed; probably in expedation of an at¬ 
tack at that place; and, as foon as w^e were within 
reach, they began to throw doncs at us with Ilings, but 
without doing any mifehief. Concluding, therefore, 
that all attempts to bring them to a parley would be in 
\^in, unlefs w^e fird gave them fome ground for mu¬ 
tual confidence; Mr. King ordered the armed boats 
to Hop, and went on, in the fmall boat alone, with a 
white flag in his hand, which, by a general cry of joy 
from the natives, he had the faxisfaction to find was 


indantly underdood. The women immediately re-, 
turned from the fide of the hill, whither they had re¬ 
tired ; the men threwod' their mats; and all fat down 
to^^cthcr by the water—lido, cxccnding their arms, 
and inviting us to come on Ihorc. 

Though this behaviour was very expreffive of a 
friendly difpofition, yet we could not help entertaining 
fome fufpicions of its finccrity. But when wc fiiw, 
Koah, with a boldnefs and affiirance altogether unac-’ 
countable, fwimming ofl* tow ard the boat, w ith a white 
flag in his hand, wc thouglit it neceflary to return tliis 
mark of confidence, and therefore received him into 
the boat, though armed ; a circumdance which did 
not tend to leficn our fufpicions. -Wc had long har- 
boCired an unfavourable opinion of this man. ^ The 
prieds had always told us, that he was of a malicious 
difpofition, and no friend of ours; and the repeated 
detedions of his fraud and treachery, had convinced 
us of the truth of their reprefentations. Add to all 
this, the fltocking tranfadion of the morning, in which 
he was -feen ading a principal part, made us feel the 
utmod horror at finding him fo near ; and as he came 
up to Mr. King wdth feigned tears, and embraced him, 
Mr.Kingvvas fodidrufiful of his intentions, that he could 
not help taking hold of the point of the pahooah, which 
he held in his hand, and turned it from him. Mr. King 
told him, that he had come to demand the body of 
Captain Cook ; and to declare war againd them, uii- 
Ids it w'as indantly redored. He alilired him this 
diOLikl be done as foon as poffible ; and that he would 
go himfelf for that purpofe; and, after l:\egging of 
Mr. King a piece, of iron,^ith much afilirance, as if 
nothing extraordinary had happened, he leaped into the 
fea, and fvvam adiore, calling out to his couiur)'men, 
that we were all friends again. 

We waited near an hour, with great anxiety for his 
return; during which time, the red of the boats had 
approached fo near the fliore, as to enter into con- 
verfation with a party of the natives, at fome didance 
from US; by whom they were plainly given to under- 
dand, that the body had been cut to pieces, and carried 
up the country; but of this circumdance we were not 
informed, till our return to the Ihips. 

Wc began now- to exprefs fome impatience at Koah’s 
delay; upon w'hich the chiefs preded M r. King exceedingly 
to come on fltorc; affiiring him, that if he w'ould go 
himfelf to Tcrrccoboo, the body would certainly be re¬ 
dored to him. When they found they could not pre¬ 
vail on him to land, they attempted, under a pretence 
of widling to converfe w ith more eafe, to decoy our boat 
among fome rocks, where they would have had it in 
their power to cut us oft’from the red. It w’as no dif¬ 
ficult matter to fee through thefe artifices; and we 
were therefore drongly inclined to break oif all fur¬ 
ther communication with them, when a chief came to 
us, w ho was the particular friend of Captain Clerke, 
and of the officers of the Didovety, on board which 
ihip he had failed, when we lad left the bay, intending 
to take his palTjgc to Mowce. He told us, he came 
from Terrceoboo to acquaint us, that the body was 
carried up the country ; but that it fliould be brought 
to us the next morning. There ai'pcased a great deal 
of finccrity in his manner; and being afleed, if he told 
a falfehood, he hooked his two I'oic-fingers together, 
which is underflooJ amongd thefe iflaridcrs as the figit 
of truth; in the ufe of w hich they are very feru- 
pulous. 

As we were now at a lofs in w'hat manner to proceed, 
Mr. Vancouver was fent'to accjuaint Captain Clerke 
w ith all that had paded ; that cur opinion was, thpv 
meant not to keep their word with us, and w’ere fo lar 
from being forry at w hat had happened, that, on the 
contrary, they w ere full of fpirits and confidence on ac¬ 
count of their late fuccefs, and fought only to gam 
time, till they could contrive fome feheme for getting 
us into their power. Mr. Vancouver came back with 
orders for us to return on board ; having fil'd given 
the natives to undordand, that, if the body w^s not 
brought the next morning, the town fliould be de- 
droved. * 

When 
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When they favv that we were going off. they endea¬ 
voured to provoke us by the moft infulting and con- 
otuous geftures. Some of our people faid, they 
iia diftingullh fcveral of the natives parading about 
he clothes of our unfortunate comrades; and, among 
fhem a chief brandiHiing Captain Cook’s hanger, and 
Twomati holding the fcabbard. Indeed, there can be 
no doubt but that our behaviour had given them a 
mean opinion of our courage; for they could have 
but little notion of the motives of humanity that di- 


In confequcncc of the report made to Capt. Ckrkc, 
of what we conceived to be the prefent temper and dif- 
Dofition of the idanders, the . mod: etTedual mcafures 
were taken to guard againd: any attack they might 
make in the night. The boats were moored with top- 
chains; additional centinels were poided on both ihips; 
and giwrd-boats were ftationed to row round them, ijn ; 
order to prevent the natives from cutting the cables. * 
Diirin^rthc night we obferved a prodigious number of 
lights on the hills, which made fbme of us imagine, ^ 
they were removing their clTec1:s b^ck into the country, 
in confequence of our threats. But we rather believe 
them to have been the facrificcs that were [ erform- 
ing on account of the war, in which they imagined 
themfelves about to be engaged ; and mod probably the 
bodies of our flain countrymen were, at that time, burn ¬ 
ing. We afterwards faw fires of the fame kind, as we 
palled the idand of Morotoi; and which, we were told 
by fome natives then on board, were made on account 
of the war they had declared againd: a neighbouring 
idand. And this agrees wdth what we learned amongd 
the Friendly and Society ld.es, that, previous to any 
expedition againd: an enemy, the chiefs alw^ays en¬ 
deavoured to animate and inflame the courage of the 
people by fcads and rejoicings in the night. 

We remained the whole night undidurbed, except . 
by the bowlings and lamentations which w'cre heard 
on fliore: and early the next morning, Koah came ' 
along-fide the Refolution, with a prefent of cloth, and 
a fmall pig, which he defired leave to prefent Mr. 
King, who was fuppofed by the natives, to be the fon of 
Capt. Cook; and as he, in his life-time, had always 
fudered them to believe it, Mr. King was probably con- 
fidered as the chief, after his death. He was quedioned 
about the body, and, on his returning nothing but eva- 
live anfwers, his prefents were refufed; and we w ere 
going to difmifs him, with fome cxprcflions of anger 
and refentment, had not Capt. Clerke, judging it bed, 
at all events, to keep up the appearance of friendflup, 
thought it more proper, that he diould be treated with 
the ufual refpect. 

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us, during 
thecourfe of the forenoon, w ith fome trifling prefent 
or other; and as we ahvays obferved him eyeing every 
part of the Ihip with great attention, we took care he 
lliould fee we w ere well prepared for our defence. 

He was exceedingly urgent, both with Capt. Clerke 
and Mr. King, to go on fliore, laying all the blame 
of the detention of the bodies on the otlier chiefs ; and 
aifuring us, that every thing might be fettled to our 
fatisfaddon, by a pcrfonal interview’ with Terrecoboo. 
However, his conduct was too fufpicious to make it 
prudent to comply w ith this requefl ; and indeed a 
fact came afterward to our knowledge, which proved 
the entire fulfchood of his prctenlions. For we were 
told, that, immediately after the action in which Cap 
tain Cook was killed, the old king had retired to a cave 
in the fleep part of the mountain, that hangs oyer the 
bay, which w'as accelTiblc only by the help of ropes, 
and where he remained foi' many days, having his 
victuals letdown to him by cords. 

When Koah returned from the fliips, we could per¬ 
ceive that his countrymen, who had been collecftcd, by 
break ol da)', in valt crowds on the fliore, thronged 
about him with great eagernefs ; as if to learn the in¬ 
telligence he had acquired, and w hat was to be done in 
conlcqucnce of it. It is very probable, that they cx- 
pccted wc fliould attempt to put our threats in execu- 
ttuni and they feemed fully refoivcd to ftand their 




ground. During the whole morning, we heard conchs 
blownng in different parts of the coaft j large parties 
were feen marching over the hills ; and, in fliort, ap¬ 
pearances were fo alarming, that we carried out 
llrcam anchor, to enable us to haul the fliip abnaflol^ 
the town, in cafe of an attack; and ffationed boats off 
the north point of the bay, to prevent a furprife from 
that quarter. 

The breach of their engagement to reftorc the bo¬ 
dies of tlic flain, and the warlike poflure, in which 
they, at this tirnc, appeared, occafioned frefh debates 
arnongfl: lis concerning the meafures next to be pur- 
fued. It was, at laft, determined, chat nothing fliould 
be fulfered to interfere w ith the repair of the mafl, and 
the preparations for our departure ; but that we Ihould, 
ncve.ithclcfs, continue our negociations for the recovery 
of the bodies. 

The greatefl part of the day was taken up in get¬ 
ting the fore-inaft into a proper fituation on deck, for 
the carpenters to work upon it; and in making the ne- 
ceffary alterations in the commiflions of the officers. 
The command of the expedition having devolved on 
Captain Clerke, he removed on board the Refolution, 
appointed Lieutenant Gore to be Captain of the Difeo- 
very, and promoted Mr. Harvey, a midfliipman, who 
had been with Captain Cook in his two laft voyages, to 
the vacant Lieutenancy. During the whole day, vve 
met with no interruption from the natives; and, at 
night, the launch was again moored with a top-chain; 
and guard-boats ftationed round both fliips as before. 

About eight o’clock, it being very dark, a canoe was 
heard paddling toward the fliip; and as foon as it was 
feen, both the centinels on deck fired into it. There 
were two perfons in the canoe, and they imnicdiately 
roared out Tinnee,” (which was the way in which 
they pronounced Mr. King’s name), and faid they 
were friends, and had fomething for him belonging to 
Captain Cook. When they came on board, they threw 
themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly 
frightened. Luckily neither of them was hurt, not- 
withftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through 
the canoe. One of them was the perfon, called the 
Taboo man. who conftantly attended Captain Cook 
with the circumftances of ceremony we have already 
deferibed; and who, though a man of rank in the 
ifland, could fcarccly be hindered from performing for 
him the loweft offices of a menial fervant. After la¬ 
menting, with abundance of tears, the lofs of the 
Orono, he told us, that he had brought us ti part of 
his body. He then prefented to us a fmall bundle 
wrapped up in cloth, which he brought under his arm ; 
and it is impoflible to deferibe the horror which feized 
us, on finding in it, a piece of human flefli, about nine 
or ten pounds weight. This, he faid, was all that re¬ 
mained of the body ; that the reft w'as cut to pieces, 
and burnt; but that the head and all the bones, except 
what belonged to the trunk, were in the pofleflion of 
Terrecoboo, and the other Erces; that what w'c faw 
had been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, to 
be made ufe of in fome religious ceremony ; and that 
he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and attach¬ 
ment to us. 

This aftbrded an opportunity of informing ourfelves, 
whether they were cannibals ; and we did not ncgledt 
it. We firft tried, by many indired queftions, put to 
each of them apart, to leani in what manner the reft “bf 
the bodies had been difpofed of; and finding them 
very conftant in one ftory, that, after the flefli had been 
cut off, it was all burnt; we at laft put the diredques¬ 
tion, Whether they had not cat fome of it ? They im¬ 
mediately (hewed as much horror at the idea, as any 
European would have done; and afleed, very natu¬ 
rally, if that was the cuftom amongft us.^ They af¬ 
terward a^Led us, witli great earneftnefs and appa.. 
rent apprehenfion, " When the Orono would come 
again ? and what he would do to them on his return ?” 
The fame inquiry was frequently made afterward by 
others; and this idea agrees with the general tenour of 
their tondud toward him, which fliewed, that they 
confidcred him as a being of a fupehor nature. 
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We prcflTed our two friendly vifitors to remain on 
board till morning; but in vain. They told us, that, 
if this tranfadlion Ihould come to the knowledge of 
the king, or chiefs, it might be attended with the molt 
fatal confcquences to their whole fociety; in order to 
prevent which, they had been obliged to come off to 
us in the dark; and that the fame precaution would be 
heccfTaiy in returning on fliore. They informed us 
farther, that the chiefs were eager to revenge the death 
of their countrymen; and particularly, cautioned us 
againft trufling Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal 
and implacable enemy; and deli red nothing more 
ardently, than an opportunity of fighting us ; to 
which the blowing of the conchs, we had heard in 
the morning, was meant as a challenge. 

We learned from thefe men, that feventcen of their 
countrymen were killed in the firft aclion at Kowrowa, 
of whom five w'ere chiefs ; and that Kancena and his 
brother, our very particular friends, were unfortunately 
of that number. Eight, they faid, were killed at 
the obfervatory; three of whom were alfo of the firft 
rank. 

About eleven o’clock, our two friends left us, and 
took the precaution to defire, that our guard-boat 
might attend them, till they had palTed the Difep- 
very, Icaft they lliould again be fired upon, which 
might alarm their countr\'men on fiiore, and ex¬ 
po fe them to the danger of being difeovered. This 
requeft was complied with ; and we had the fatis- 
fadtion to find, that they got fafe and undifeovered 
to land. 

During the remainder of this night, wc ,heard the 
fame loud howling and lamentations, as in the pre¬ 
ceding one. Early on Tuefday morning, we received 
another vifit from Koah. It muft be confeffed we were 
a little piqued to find, that, notwithftanding the moft 
evident marks of treachery in his conduct, and the 
pofitive teftimony of our friends the priefts, he Ihould 
ftill be permitted to carry on the fame farce, and to 
make us at leaft appear to be the dupes of his hy- 
pocrily. Indeed our fituation was become extremely 
a^vkward and unpromifing; none of the purpofes for 
which this pacific courle of proceeding had been 
adopted, having hiterto been in the leaft forwarded 
by it. No fatisfaeftory anfwer whatever had been given 
to our demands; we did not feem to be at all advanced 
towards a reconciliation with the iflanders; they ftill 
kept in force on the fhore, as if determined to relift any 
attempts we might make to land; and yet the attempt 
was become .abfolutely neceflary, as the completing 
our fupply of water would not admit of any longer 
d<^lay. 

However it muft be obferved, in juftice to the con¬ 
duct of Capt. Clerke, that it was very probable, from 
the great numbers of the natives, and froni the refo- 
lution with which they feemed to expect us, an attack 
could not have been made without fome danger; and 
that the lofs of a very few men might have been feverely 
felt by us, during the remaining courfe of our voyage. 
Whereas the delaying the execution of our threats, 
though, on the one hand, it Icflened their opinion of 
our prowefs, had the eftedt of caufing them to dif- 
perfe, on the other. For, this day, about noon, finding 
us perfift in our inactivity, great bodies of them, after 
blowing their conchs, and ufing every mode of de¬ 
fiance, marched off, over the hills, and never appeared 
afterward. Thofc, however, who remained, were not 
the Icfs daring and infolent. One man had the audacity 
to come within mufquet-fliot, a-hcad.of the fliip; and, 
after flinging fevcral ftones at us, he waved Capt. 
Cook’s hat over his head, whilft his countrymen on 
ftiore were exulting and encouraging his boldncfs. 
Our people were all in a flame at this infult, and com¬ 
ing in a body on the quarter-deck, begged they 
might no longer be obliged to put up with thefe re¬ 
peated provocations; and requefted Mr. King to obtain 
pcrmifTion for them, from Capt. Clerke, to avail them- 
iclves of the firft fair occalion of revenging the death of 
their commander. On his acquainting him with w hat 
was palling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be 
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fired at the natives on fliorc; and promifed the ccew, 
that if they ftiould meet with any moleftation at the 
watering-place, the next day, they ftiould then be left 
at liberty to chaftife them. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that, before we could 
bring our guns to bear, the iflanders had fufpedted our 
intentions, from the ftir they faw in the Ihip, and l;iiid 
retired behind their houfes and walls. We were there¬ 
fore obliged to fire, in fome meafure, at random ; not¬ 
withftanding which, our ftiot produced all the clfedh 
that could have been defired. For, foon after, w'e faw 
Koah paddling towards us, with extreme hafte, and, 
on his arrival, w^e learned, that fome people had been 
killed, and amongft the reft, Maiha-maiha, a principal 
chiefj and a near relation of the king. 

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys fwam off 
from the Morai towards the ftiips, having each a long 
fpear in his hand; and after they had approached pretty 
near, they began to chant a fong, in a very folcmn 
manner; the fubje^ of which, from their often men¬ 
tioning the word Orono, and pointing to the village 
where Capt. Coi6k was killed, we concluded to be the 
late calamitous difaftcr. Having fung in a plaintive ftrain 
for about twelve or fifteen minutes, during the whole 
of which time they remained in the water, they went 
on board the Difeovery, and delivered their fpears; and, 
after making a ftiort ftay, returned on ftiore. Who 
fent tticm, or w hat was the object of this ceremony, 
we were never able to learn. 

At night, theufual precautions \vere taken for the 
fecurityof the fhips; and as foon as it was dark, our two 
friends, who had vifited us the night before, came off 
again. Theyalluredusjthatthoughthe effects of ourgreat 
guns this afternoon, had terrified the chiefs exceeding¬ 
ly, they had by no means laid afide their hoftilc in¬ 
tentions, and advifed us to be on our guard- 

On Wednefday morning, the boats of both ftiips 
were fent aftiore for water; and the Difeovery was 
warped clofe to the beach, in order to cover that fer- 
vicc. Wc foon found, that the intelligence which the 
priefts had fent us, was not w ithout foundation ; and 
that the natives were rcfolved to take eveiy opportunity 
of annoying us, w hen it could be done without much 
rifk. 

Throughout all this group of iHands, the villages, 
for the moft part, are fituatcd near the fca; and the 
adjacent ground is inclofed w’ith ftonc walls, about three 
feet high. Thefe, we at firft imagined, were intended 
for the divilion of property; but we now' difeovered, 
that they ferved, and probably were principally^ dc- 
figned, for a defence againft invafion. They conlift ot 
loofe ftones, and the inhabitants are very dexterous in 
ftiifting them, with great quicknefs, to fuch fituations,. 
as the direction of the attack may require. In the fidcs 
of the mountain, which hangs over the bay,.they have 
alfo little holes, or caves, of conliderablc depth, the 
entrance of w hich is fecured by a fence of the ftune 
kind. From behind both thefe defences the natives 
kept perpetually harafllng our waterers with ftones; 
nor could the fmall force wc had on ftiore, with 
the advantage of mufquets, compel them to retreat. 

In this expofed lituation, our people w'crc fo taken 
up in attending to their own fafety, that they employ¬ 
ed the whole forenoon in filling only one ton ofw'ater. 
As it was therefore impoftible to perform this fcrvicc, 
till their aflailants were driven to a greater diftance, 
the Difeovery was-ordered to diflodge them, with her 
great guns; which being cftcd:ed by a few difeharges 
the men landed without moleftation. However, the 
natives foon after made their appearance again, in their 
ufual mode of attack ; and it w as now' found abfolutely 
necciraiy* to burn dow n fome ftraggling houfes, near 
the wall, behind which they had taken flicker. In ex¬ 
ecuting thefe orders, we are forry to add, that our peo¬ 
ple w'ere hurried into ads of unncceffary cmelty and 
devaftation. Something ought certainly to be allowed 
to their refentmcnc of the repeated infuks, and con¬ 
temptuous behaviour, of the iflanders, and to the na¬ 
tural deftre of revenging the lofs of their cominan^ 
der. But, at the fame time, their conduct Icrved 
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nmndv to evince, that the utmofl precaution is ne- I 
in trufting, though but for a moment the 
difcrctionary ufe ofamv- .in the hands of private fea- 
len or foldiers, on fuch occafions. The rigour of 
difci’pline, and the habits of obedience, by which their 
force IS kept direacd to its proper objeds, lead them 
Uarallv enough to conceive, that whatever they have 
the power, they have alio the right to do. Aiftual dif- 
obedience being almoft the only crime tor which they 
are accuftomed to expedt piiniihment, they learn to 
confidcr it as the only meafure of right and wrong ; 
and hence are apt to conclude, that what they can do 
with impunity, they may do with jiidicc and honour. 
So that the feelings of humanity, which are infepara- 
blc from us all, and that gencrofity towards an iin- 
relilHng enemy, which, at other times, is the diftin- 
guifhing mark of brave men, become but weak reftraints 
W the exercife of violence, when oppofed to the dcfirc 
they naturally have of (hewing their own independence 
and power. 

We have already mentioned, that orders had been 
given to burn only a few draggling huts, which alford- 
ttl (belter to the natives. Wc were therefore a good 
deal fui prized to fee the whole village on fire j and be¬ 
fore a boat, that was fent to ftop the progrefs of the 
mifehief could reach the Ihorc, the houfes of our old 
and condant friends, the prieds, \f‘ere all in flames. 
Wc cannot enough lament the illnefs, that confined 
Mr. King on board this day. The prieds had always 
been under his protedVion; and, unluckily, the officers 
who were then on duty, having been feldom on (bore 
at the Morai, were not much acquainted with the 
circiimdances of the place. Had he been prefent 
himfelf, he might probably have been the means of 
faving their little fociety from dedruction. 

Several of the natives were diot, in making their 
elcape from the flames; and our people cut off the 
heads of two of them, and brought them on board. 
The fate of one poor iflandcr was much lamented by 
tis all. As he was coming to the well for w^atcr, he 
w?s lliot at by one of the marines. The ball driick his 
calibafli, which he immediately threw from him and 
fled. He was purfued into one of the caves, and no 
lion could have defended his den with greater courage; 
and fiercenefs j till at lad, after having kept tw-o of our 
people at bay for a conliderable time, he expired, 
covered with wounds. It was this accident, that 
fird brought us acquainted with the ufe of thefe 
ca\'ems. 

At this time, an elderly man was taken prifoner, 
bound, and (ent on board in the fame boat with the 
heads of his two countrymen. Wc never (aw horror fo 
drongly pidiircd, us in the face of this man, nor fo 
violent a tranfition to extravagant joy, as w'hcn he was 
Untied, and told he might go away in fafety. He 
ihewed us he did not want gratitude, as he frequently 
afterwards returned with prefents of provifions; and 
alfo did us other fervices. 

Soon after the village was dedmyed, we faw’, coming 
down the hill, a man, attended by iiftccn or twenty 
boys, holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, 
plantains, &;c. in their hands. Wc knew not how' it 
h.ippcned, that this peaceful embally, as fobn as they 
^'cre w ithin reach, received the fire of a party of our 
juen. This, however, did not Hop them. They con¬ 
tinued their proccilion, and the oflicer on duty came 
up, in time, to prevent a lecond difeharge. As they 
approached nearer, it was found to be our much- 
cHeemed friend Kuireckcca, who had fled on our (irfl: 
fecting (ire to the village, and had now returned, and 
dclired to be lent on board tlic Refolution. 

When he arrived, w c found him exceedingly grave 
and thoughtlul. Wc endeavoured to make him under- 
Hand the neccffiTy wc w ere under of (etting fire to the 
Village, by which his houfe, and thofc of his brethren, 
vere unintentionally confumed. He cxpoHulated a 
little \yith us on our want of fricndlhip, and on our 
ingratitude. And, indeed, it w as not till now, that 
learnt the whole extent of the injury we had done 
He rold us, that, relying on the promifes 


had made them, and on the alTuranees they had after-** 
ward received from the men, who had brought us tlie 
remains of Captain Cook, they had not removed their 
effedts back into the country, with the rcH of the 
inhabitants, but had put every thing that was va¬ 
luable of their own, as well as what they luid coU 
ledtcd from us, int<^ a houle clofe to the Morai, where 
they had the mornflc.ation to fee it all fet on fire by 
ourfelves. 

On coming onl>oard, he had feen the heads of his 
countrymen lying on the deck, at w'hich he was ex-** 
ceedingly (hocked, and defired, with great carneHnefs, 
that t*hey might be throw n over-board. This re- 
qiieH Capt. Clerke inHantly ordered to be complied 
with. 

In the evening, the watering party returned on board, 
having met with no farther interruption. We paffed 
a gloomy night; the cries and lamentations wc heard 
on fliorc being far more dreadful than even- Oui" 
only confolation was, the hope that wc Ihoiild have 
no occafion. in future, for a repetition of fuch fevcrities* 

It is very' extraordinary, that amidH all thefe di(^ 
turbances, the women of the (Hand, who were on 
board, never offered to leave us, jior difeovered the 
fmalleH apprehenHons. either (br themfelvcs or their 
friends afliorc. So entirely unconcerned did they ap¬ 
pear, that fomc of them, who w'cre on deck when 
the town was in flames, feemed to admire the fight, 
and frequently cried out, that it was maitai, or vciy 

fine. n- r 1 

On Thurfday morning, Koah came off as ulual to 
the fliips. As there cxiHed no longer any neccfficy 
for keeping terms w ith him, Mr. King was allowed 
to have his own w av. When he approached towards 
tlic fide of the fliip/finging his long, and offering a 
hog, and (bme plantains, we ordered him to keep off, 
cautioning him never to appear again without Capt. 
Cook’s bones,. leH his litefiiould pay the forfeit of his 
frequent breach of prpmife. He did not appear much 
mortified with this reception, but went immediately 
onfiiorc, and joined a pa,i ty of his. countrymen, who 
were pelting the watcrers with Hones. The body of 
the j young man, w'ho had been killed the day before, 
was found this mpinting, lying at the entrance of the 
cave; and fome ©four people went, and threw a mat 
over it. Soon a Her w hich they faw fomc men carrying 
him ofl' on. their (houlders. and could hear them (ing- 
ing, as they marched, a mournful (png. 

■ The natives, being at laH convinced, that it was 
not the wantiof ability to puniffi .them, ^yhich had hi¬ 
therto made us tolerate their provocations, defiHed 
from giving us. any fiirthcr moleHation ; and, in the 
evening, a chief called Eappo, who had (eldom vifited 
us, but w hom wo knew to be a man of the very firH 
confequcnce, came with prelents from Tcrrceoboo to. 
fue for peace. Thefe prefents w ere received, and he 
was difmiHed w^iih the fame anfwcr w hich had before 
been given, that, until the remains of Capt. Cook 
fliould be reHored, no peace would be granted. Wc 
learned from this perfon, that the flefli of all the bodies 
of Giir people, together w ith the bones of the trunks, 
had been burnt; that the linib. bones of the marines 
had been divided amongH the inferior chiefs; and that 
thofc of Capt. Cook had been difpofed of in the follow'- 
ing manner: die head, to a great chief, called Kahoo- 
opeon; the hair to Maia-maia; and the legs, thighs, 
and arms to Terrecoboo. After it was dark, many of 
the inhabitants came off with roots and other vegeta¬ 
bles ; and w^e alfo received two large prefents of the 
fame articles from Kaireekeea. 

Friday the 19th of February, was chiefly taken up 
in fending and receiving the meffages which palled 
between Capt. Clcrkc and Terreeoboo. Eappo was 
very preffmg, that one of our officers fliould go on 
Hu rc; and, in the mean time, offered to remain as an 
hoHage on board. This requefl, however, it was not 
thought proper to comply with; and he left us with a 
promife of bringing the bones the next day. At the 
beach, the watcrers did not meet with the leaH op- 
pofition from the natives ; who, notwithflanding our 
K cautious 
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cautious benaviour, came amoiigli us agiun, without 
the fmallcit appearance of diffidence or apprehen- 
fion. 

Between ten and eleven o’clock of the 20th, we faw 
a great number of people defeending the hill, which 
is over the beach, in a kind of proceflion, each man 
carrying a fugar-cane or two on his Ihoulders, and 
bread-lruit, taro, and plantains in his hand. They 
were preceded by two dioimmcrs; who, when they 
came to the water-fide, fat down by a w hite flag, and 
began to beat their drums, while thofe who had fol¬ 
lowed them, advanced, one by one; and, haying dc- 
pofited the prefents they had brought, retired in the 
lame order. Soon after, Eappo came in fight, in his 
Jong feathered cloak, bearing Ibmething w'ith great fo- 
lemnity in his hands; and having placed himfeif on a 
rock, he made figns for a boat to be fent him. 

Captain Clerkc, conjecturing that he had brought 
the bones of Captain Cook, which proved to be the 
fad, went himfeif in the pinnace to receive them; and 
ordered me to attend him in the cutter. When we ar¬ 
rived at the beach, Eappo came into the pinnace, and 
delivered to the captain the bones wrapped up in a 
large quantity of fine new cloth, and covered with a 
fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. He after¬ 
ward attended us to the Refolution ; but could not be 
]>revailed upon to go on board; probably not choofing, 
from a fenfeof decency, to be prefent at the opening of 
the bundle. VVe found in it both the hands of Cap¬ 
tain Cook entire, which were well known from a re¬ 
markable fear on one of them, that divided the thumb 
from the fore finger, the whole length of the meta¬ 
carpal bone; the ikull, but with the fcalp feparated 
from it, and the bones that form the face wanting; the 
fcalp, with the hair upon it cut fliort, and the ears ad¬ 
hering to it; the bones of both arms, wdth the ikin of 
the fore-arms hanging to them; the thigh and leg- 
bones joined together, but without the feet. The li¬ 
gaments of the joints w^ere entire; and the whole bore 
evident marks of having been in the fire, except the 
hands, w hich had the flcih left upon them, and w'erc 
cut in feveral places, and crammed with fait, appa¬ 
rently wdth an intention of preferving them. The 
fcalp had a cut in the back part of it, but the Ikull was 
free from any fracture. The lower jaw and feet, which 
were wanting, Eappo told us, had been feized by dif¬ 
ferent chiefs, and that Terrceoboo was uling every 
means to recover them. 

The next morning, Feb. 21, Eappo, and the king’s 
fon, came, on board, and brought with them the re¬ 
maining bones of Captain Cook; the barrels of his 
gun, his fhoes, and fomc other trifles that belonged to 
him. tlappo took great pains to convince us, that Ter- 
rccoboo, Maiha-maiha, and himfeif were mofl: heartily 
delirous of peace; that they had given us the molt 
convincing proof of it in their pow'ei^; and that they 
had been prevented from giving it fooner by the other 
chiefs, many of whom were Itill our enemies. He 
lamented, with the greatefi: forrow’, the death of fix 
chiefs we had killed, fomc of whom, he faid, were 
amongfl: our beft friends. The cutter, he told us, was 
taken away by Parcea’s people; very probably in re¬ 
venge for the bloW^ that had been given him; and that it 
had been broken up the next day. The arms of the 
marines, which we had alfodemanded, heaffiired us, had 
been carried oft' by the common people, and were ir¬ 
recoverable ; the bones of the chief alone having been 
preferved, as belonging to Terrceoboo and the Erees. 

Nothing now' remained, but to perform the laft of¬ 
fices to our great and unfortunate commander. Eappo 
was difmiifed with orders to taboo all the bay; and, in 
the afternoon, the bones having been put into a coffin, 
and the fcrvice read over them, they were committed 
to the deep with the ufual military honours. What 
our feelings were on this occafion, wc muft leave the 
world to conceive; thofe who w^re prefent know, that 
it is not in our power to exprefs them. 

During the forenoon of Feb. 22, not a canoe was 
feen paddling in the hay ; the taboo, which Eappo had 
laid on it the day before, at our requeft, not being yet 


taken olf. At length Eappo came oft' to us. Wc af- 
fured him, that we were now entirely fatisfied ; and 
that, as the Orono was b c ied, all remembrance of 
what had paifed was buried with him. We afterward 
defired him to take oft’ the taboo, and to make it 
know n, that the people might bring their provifions as 
ufual. The ftiips were foon furrounded with canoes, 
and many of the chiefs came on board, exprefling great 
forrow^ at what had happened, and their fatisVaClion 
at our reconciliation. Several of our friends, who did 
not vifit us, fent prefents of large hogs, and other 
provifions. Amongfl: the reft came the old treache¬ 
rous Koah, but who was refufed admittance. 

As we had now every thing ready for fca, Captain 
Clerkc imagining, chat, if the news of our proceed¬ 
ings lliould reach the iHands to leeward before us, it 
might have a bad effedl:, gave orders to unmoor. 
About eight in the evening we difinilTcd all the na¬ 
tives ; and Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, took 
an alfcetionate leave of us. Wc immediately w’cighed, 
and ftood out of the bay. "I'he natives were colleclcd 
on the Ihorc in great numbers ; and, as we pafled 
along, received our laft farewcls with every mark of 
alfcdlion and good will. 

As a navigator, Capt. Cook’s fervices w'cre perhaps 
not lefs fplendid than important and meritorious. I'he 
method w hich he difeovered, and fo fuccefsfully pur- 
fued, of preferving the health of feamen, forms a new 
aera in the oeconomy of navigation, and will tranfmit 
his name to future ages, amongfl: the friends and be¬ 
nefactors of mankind. 

Thofe who arc converfant in naval biftor)', need not 
be told, at how^ dear a rate the advantages, which have 
been fought, through the medium of long voyages at 
fea, have always been purchafed. That dreadful dif- 
ordcr which is peculiar to this fei*vice, and whofe ra¬ 
vages have marked the tracks of difeoverers with cir- 
cumftances almoft too lliocking to relate, muft, with¬ 
out exerciling an unw’arrantable tyranny over the lives 
of our feamen, have proved an infuperablc obftaclc to 
the profecution of fuch enterprizes. It was referved for 
Captain Co k to ftiew the world, by repeated trials, 
that voyages might be protraded to the unufual length 
of three or even four years, in unknown regions, and 
under every change and rigour of climate, not only 
without, afteding the health, but even w ithout dirni- 
niftiing the probability of life, in the fmallcft degree. 
The method he purfued has been fully explained by 
himfeif, in a paper which was read before the Royal 
Society, in the year 17,76, by Sir Godfrey Caplcy, w ho 
had a gold medal adjudged to him on that occafion ; 
and whatever improvements the experience of his third 
voyage has fuggefted, will be mentioned in this work 
in. their proper places. 

With refped to his profeflio.nal abilities, wc ftiall 
now leave them to the • judgement of thofe w'ho 
arc beft acquainted with the nature, of the fervices 
in which he was engaged. They will readily ac- 
know'ledgc, that to have conduOied three expeditions 
of fo much danger and difficulty, of fo unufual alength, 
and in fuch a variety of ficuation, with imifbrni and 
invariable fuccefs, muft have required not only a tho¬ 
rough and accurate know ledge of his bufinefs, but a 
powerful and comprehenfive genius, fruitful in re- 
fourccs, and equally ready in the application of what¬ 
ever the higher and inferior calls of the fervice required. 

We cannot here forbear noticing a medal, which 
has been executed by Mr. Pingo, for the Royal So¬ 
ciety, to peipetuaiJe the memory of a man, whofe 
merit is far fupcrlor to panegyric, but which medal, 
we arc forry to fay, does not convey a ftriking likenefs 
of Capt. Cook, though in fome refoedfs elegantly dc- 
figned. 

On one. fide of this medal is given a relief of Cap¬ 
tain C ook, .with this infeription, Jac. Cook, Oceani 
INVESTIGATOR ACERRiMus I immediately under the 
head is cxprelfed in fmallcr charadlers, Reg. Soc. Lofid, 
Soeiojw}, On the reverfe appears an erect figure of 
Britannia ftanding upon a plain: the left arm refts 
upon an hieroglyphic pillar: her right arm is projc<ftcd 
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over a globe, and contains a fyrnbol, exprcfTive ot the 
celebrated circumnavigator’s entcrpnfing genius. The 
infeription round the reverfe is. Nil intentatum 
nostri lkuiere; and under the figure of Britannia,/////C 

few were firuck off in gold, which are faid to be 
dirpofed ot as follows : 

One to his Britannic majcfiy, under whole aufpiccs 
Captain Cook proceeded on his difcoveries. 

One to the king of France, for his great courtefy in 
giving a fpecific charge to his naval commanders to 
Forbear an hofiile condudto either of the Ihips under 
Captain Cook’s command, and to afford every alTiftance 
in their power in cafe they fell in with them. 

One to the Emprefs of Rufiia, for her great hofpita- 
lity to Captain Cook, when he touched at Kamlkatcha. 
One to Mrs. L ook, the captain’s rclidt. 

One to be depofited in the Britilh Mufciim, and one 
to remain in the college of the Royal Society. 

There were alfo feveral lilver ones diftnbuted amongfl: 
the Lords of the Admiralty, and other diftinguilhed 
perfonages. 

The principal objedtsof thefe voyages will be belt ex¬ 
plained by inferring the following extracts Irom ap- 
tain t ook’s infiruclions, for undertaking and per¬ 
forming his laft voyage, dated Admiralty Office, 
July 6, 1776, and figned by Lord Sandwich, and 
two other comnnffioners. 

YOU are hereby required and diredtedffiis majefiy 
having a good opinion of your abilities, to take the 
command of the Refolution and Difeovery. and proceed 
upon a voyage of finding out a northern paflage by fea, 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean. 

On your arrival at the Cape of Good FIope,you arc 
to refrclli the (loops companies. 

You are, if poffible, to leave the f'ape of ood Hope 
by the end of October, or the beginning of November 
next, and proceed to the fouthward in fearch of fome 
ifiands faid to have been lately feen by the French, in 
the latitude of 48 deg. fouth. and about the meridi n 
of Mauritius. In cafe you find thofe ifiands, you are 
to examine them thoroughly for a good harbour ; and 
upon difeovering one, make the neceffiiry obfervations 
to facilitate the finding it again ; as a good port, in 
that fituation, may hereafter prove very ufeful.'^ You 
arc then to proceed to Otaheite, or the Society Ifies 
(touching at New Zealand in your way thither, if you 
Ihould judge it nccefiary and convenient) and taking 
care to arrive there time enough to admit of your giving 
the fioops companies the refrelliment they may fiand in 
need of. 

“ Upon your arrival at Otaheite, or the Society Ifies, 
you are to land Omiah at fuch of them as he may 
choofe, and to leave him there. 

You are to difiributc among the chiefs of thofe ifiands 
fuch part of the prefents with which you have been 
lupplied, as you fliall judge proper, referving the re¬ 
mainder to diftribute among the natives of the coun¬ 
tries you may difeover in the northern hcmifphcre. 
You are to leave thofe ifiands in the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary, or fooner if you ffiall judge it neceffary, and 
then proceed in as diree^t a courfc as you can to the 
coart of New Albion, endeavouring to fall in with it 
in the latitude of 45 deg. north. 

Upon your arrival on the coart of New' Albion, you 
arc to put into the firrt convenient port to recruit your 
wood and water, and procure refreflimcnts, and then 
to proceed northward along the coart, as far as the la¬ 
titude of 65 deg. or farther, where we could wifli you 
to arrive in the month of June next. When you get 
that length, you are very carefully to fearch for, and to 
explore, fuch rivers or inlets as may appear to be of a 
confiderable extent, and pointing towards Hudfon’s or 
Baffin’s Bays ; and if, from your own obfervations, or 
from any information you may receive from the na¬ 
tives (who, there is reafon to believe, are the fame race 
of people, and fpeak the fame language, of which you 
^are fumiffied with a vocabulary, as the Esquimaux) 
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there (hall appear to be a certainty, or even a jwoba- 
bility, of a water partage into the aforc-mentioned bays, 
or cither of them, you are, in fuch cafe, to ufc your 
utmoft endeavours to pafs through with one or both of 
the fioops, unlefsyou fliall be of opinion that the paflage 
may be elfedrted with more certainty, or with greater 
probability, by fmaller veflTels ; in which cafe you are 
to fet up the frames of one or both the fmall vcffels 
with which you arc provided, and, when they are put 
together, and arc properly fitted, ftored, and vidlualled, 
you arc to difpatch one or both of them, under the 
care of proper officers, men, and boats, in order to at¬ 
tempt the faid paflage. But, neverthelefs, if you (hall 
find it more eligible to purfue other mcafurcs than thofe 
above pointed out, in ord^r to make a difeovery of the 
before-mentioned palfagc, (if any fuch there be) } on 
arc at liberty, and we leave it to yourdifcrction, to pur¬ 
fue fuch mcafurcs accordingly. 

“ In cafe you fliall be fatisfied that there is no palTage 
through to the above-mentioned bays, fufikieiit ior the 
purpofes of navigation, you are, at the proper fcafon 
of the year, to repair to the port of St. Peter and St. 
Paul in Kamtfchatka, or wherever elfe you ffiall judge 
more proper, in order to refrefh your people and pafs 
the Winter; and, in the Spring of the enfuing year 
1778, to proceed from thence to the northward, as tar 
as, in your prudence, you may think proper, in further 
fearch of a north eaft, or north wert paftage, from ihc 
Pacific Ocean into the Atlantic Ocean, or the North 
Sea : and if, from your own obfervation, or informa¬ 
tion, there fliall appear to be a probability of fuch paf- 
fage, you arc to proceed as above diretrted : and, hav¬ 
ing difeovered fuch paflage, or failed in the attempt, 
make the beft of your way back to England, by fuch 
route as you may think bell tor the improvement of 
geography and navigation. 

At w hatever places you may touch in the courfe of 
your voyage, where accurate obfervations have not al¬ 
ready been made, you are, as far as your time will 
allow, very carefully to obferve the true fituation of 
fuch places, both in latitude and longitude; the vari¬ 
ation of the needle; bearings of head-lands; height, 
diredion, and courfe of the tides and currents ; depths 
and foundings of the fea; flioals, rocks, &c. and alfo 
to furvey, make charts, and take views of fuch bays, 
harbours, and difler: nt parts of the coart, and to 
make fuch notations thereon, as may be ufeful either to 
navigation or commerce. You are alfo carefully to ob- 
' ferve the nature of the foil, and the produce thereof. 
You are likewife to obferve the genius, temper, difpo- 
fition, and number of the inhabitants, where you find 
any; and to endeavour to cultivate a friendfliip with 
them. 

" Youarcalfo, with the confent of the natives, to take 
pofleffion, in the name of the king of Great Britain, 
of convenient fituations in fuch countries as you m.ay 
difeover, that have not already been difeovered or vi- 
ficed by any other European power; and to dirtribute 
among the inhabitants fuch things as will remain as 
traces and teftimonics of your having been there; but 
if you find the countries fo difeovered are uninhabited, 
you are to take polTcffion of them for his majerty, b/ 
fetting up proper marks and inlcriptions. 

You are, by all opportunities, to fend to ourfecretaiy 
accounts of your proceedings; and upon your arrival 
in England, you are immediately to repair to this of. 
fice, in order to lay before us a full account of the whole 
courfe of your voyage; taking care, before you leave 
the (loop, to demand from the oflicers and petty of¬ 
ficers, the log-books and jo rnals they may have kept, 
and to feal them up for our infpection; and enjoining 
them, and the whole crew, not to divulge where they 
have been, until they fliall have permiffion fo do do : 
and you arc to direct Captain Clerke to do the fame, 
w'ith rcfpect to the officers, petty officers, and crew of 
the Difeovery.” 

Having here given the mod faithful account wc 
have been able to colled, both from our own obfer¬ 
vations, and the relations of others, of the life, death, 
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public fernccs, and charadler of this excellent com¬ 
mander, wc ihall now leave his memory to the grati¬ 
tude and admiration of pofterity. 


Thus having trefpafTcd on the public indulgence by di- 
grcfilng to relate particulars of a very intcrerting 
nature, and which will, notwithflanding, be highly 
acceptable to all our numerous readers, we Ihall rc- 
fume the narrative of the fiHl voyage, which will be 
followed with the fecond and tliird voyages in their 
regular orden 

ON the r3th of July, 176ft after leaving theiOand of 
Otaheite, we continued our courfe, witji clear weather 
and a gentle breeze; and were informed by Tupia, that 
four iflands \\hichhe called Huaheinc, Ulictca, Otaha, 
and Bolabola, were at the dillance of about one or two 
days fail; and that hogs, fowls, and other refrelhmcnts, 
very fcarce on board, M ere to be got there in great 
abundance. He alfo mentioned an ifland to the north¬ 
ward, which he called Tethuroa. It is fituated north 
halt weft eight leagues diftant from the northern ex- 
trcinity of Otaheite. It was a fmall low illand, but as 
Tupia faid, without any fettled inhabitants. On the 
15 th we made but little %vay, on account of the calms 
which fucceeded the light breezes. Tupia often prayed 
to his god 7 anc for a wind, and boafted of his fuccefs, 
which indeed he took care to infure, by never applying 
to Tane, till he faw' a breeze fo near, that he knew it 
mu ft reach the ftiip before his prayer was concluded. 

On the T6th we founded near the north-weft part of 
the ifland^of I-fiiaeine, but found no bottom at 70 fa¬ 
thoms. Several canoes put off; but the Indians feem- 
cd fearful of coming near the bark till the fight of Tupia 
removed their apprehenfions. They then came along 
fide, and the kingof the ifland, with his queen, came on 
board. They feemed furprized at whatever was Ihewn 
them, but made no enquires after any thingbut what 
was oftered to their notice. After'fomc time they 
became more familiar; and the king, whole name 
was Oree, as a token of amity, propofed exchanging’ 
names with Capt. Cook, which w’as readily .acceptecL 
\Ve found the people here nearly fimilar to thofe of 
Otaheite in almoft every particular; but if Tu])ia mic^ht 
be credited, they are not like them addidled to thieving. 
Having anchored in a fmall but convenient harbour 
on the weft fide of the iftand, (called by the natives 
Owparre) we went on fhore with Mr. Banks, andfome 
other gentlemen, accompanied by the king and Tupia 
The moment we landed Tupia uncovered himfelf as 
low' as the w’aift, and defired Mr. Monkhoufe to follow' 
his example. Being fcated he now began a fpeech, or 
prayer, \vhiGh laded about twenty minutes j thekino' 
who flood oppofite to him, anfwering in what fcem5i 
fet relies. During this harangue, Tupia delivered 
at different times, a handkerchief, a black lilk neckcloth 
jorne plantains, and beads, as prefents to their Eatua* 
or deity; and in return for our Eatua, we received a 
liog, fome young plantains, and two bunches of fea¬ 
thers, all which a cre carried on board. Thefe cere 
monies where conlidcred as a kind of ratification of a 
treaty between us and the king of Huaheinc. 

On the 17th we went again on Ihore, and made an 
excurhon into the country, the productions of which 
greatly rcfcmbled thofe of Otaheite; the rocks and 
clay feemed, indeed, more burnt: the boat hoiifes were 
curious and remarkable large. The level part of the 
country aflords the moft beautiful landfcapes that the 
imagination can podlbly form an idea of. The foil is 
cxceedinglyfertilc.and tliellioreis lined with fruit trees 
ol different kinds, particularly the cocoa-nut - how¬ 
ever, in fomc places there were fait fwamps and la¬ 
goons, which produced neither trees nor plants. 

On the 18th we went .again on fliore. and Tupia be- 
ing engaged with his friends, we took with us Taiyota, 
h s bov. Mr. Banks propofed taking a more perfedt 
uew of a kind of cheff, or ark, which he had before ob- 
icrved. The lid of this ark was neatly fewed on, and 


thatched in a peculiar manner with palm-nut leaves 
It w'as placed on two poles, and fupported by fmali 
carved arches of wood. Thefe poles ferved to remove 
it from one place to another, in the manner of our 
fcdan-chairs. We remarked, that this cheft wa.s of a 
form refembling the ark of the Lord among the Jews- 
but it is ft ill more remarkable, that enquiring of 
Tupia's fervant what it was called, he told us Iiwharre 
no Eatua, the Houfc of God ; though he could give no 
account of its meaning or ufe. Our trade with the 
natives went on flowly; we got however eleven pigs^ 
and were not without hopes ot obtaining more the next 
morning. 

On the 19th we offered them fome hatchets, for 
which we procured three very large hogs. As wc in¬ 
tended to fail in the afternoon, king Orcc, and otliers 
of the natives came on board to take their leave. Cap¬ 
tain Cook prefented to Orcc a fmall pewter plate, 
ftamped with this infeription, " His Britannic Ma- 
jefty’s fliip Endeavour, Captain Cook, commander, 16 
July, 1769. We gave him alfo fomc medals, or coun¬ 
ters, refembling our Englilh coin, and other trite 
which he promifed to keep in order to remember us! 
The ifland of Huaheinc lies in 16 deg. 43 min. fouth 
latitude, and 150 deg. 52 min. weft longitude; about 
30 leagues diftant from Otaheite, and is twenty miles 
in circumference. Its produdions arc a month for¬ 
warder than thofe of the laft mentioned ifland, as wc 
found by feveral of the fruits. &c.' Mr. Banks coU 
leclcd only a few new plants, but found a fpccics of the 
fcorpion which he had not before fecn. The inhabi¬ 
tants are very lazy, but are ftoutcr and larger made chan 
thofe of Otaheite; the women very fair, and we thought 
them handfomc. Both fexes feemed to be Icfs tiniid, 
and Icfs curious. They made no enquiries when on 
board the fhip, and, when wc fired a gun, though ap¬ 
parently frighted, yet they did not fall down, as our 
friends at Otaheite conftantlydid when we came amon®-' 
them; but it is to be confidered, that the former ha3 
never experienced its power of difpcnfmg death. We 
now made fail for the ifland of Ulictea, diftant feven 
or eight leagues from Huaheinc. 

On the 20th, by the dire«ftion of Tupia, we an¬ 
chored in a bay, formed by a reef, on the north fide of 
the ifland. 1 wo canoes foon came off from the Ihorc, 
and the natives brought with them two fmall hogs, 
which they exchanged for fome nails and beads. The 
captain, Mr. Banks, and other gentlemen now w ent on 
fiiore, accompanied by Tupia, who introduced them 
with the fame kind of ceremonies that had taken place 
on their landing at Huaheinc; after which Captain 
Cook took poficflion of this and the three neighbour¬ 
ing ifiands, Huaheine, Otaha, and Bolabola, in the 
name of his Britannic majefty. Wc then w'alkcd to a 
large Moral, called by the natives Tabodeboatea, 
which we found dilferent from the fcpiilchral monu¬ 
ments of Otaheite, being compofed of lour walls, a- 
bout eight or nine feet high, and built of large coral 
ftoncs, furroiinding a court of about 30 feet fquare. 
At a fmall diftance we tend an altar, or ewhatta^ 
whcicupon lay the laft oblation, or facrifice, a hog 
about eighty pounds w'cight, which had been offered 
whole, and vaiy nicely roafted. We alfo faw four or 
five Ewharre-no-eatua, or houfesof God, to which car- 
riage poles were fitted, from hence we proceeded to a 
long houfc, w here among rolls of cloth, w^e faw the 
model of a canoe, about three feet long, to which wem 
faftened eight human jaw'-bones: we concluded they 
were trophies ot war; but 7 'upia affirmed they were 
the jaw-bones of the natives of this ifland. Night now 
^vanced with quick paces, but Mr. Banks and the 
Doctor c^tmued their walk along the ihore, and faw 
another Ewharre-no-eatua, alfo a tree of the fig 
kind, the trunk of which, (the nature whereof has 
been already deferibed) was forty-two paces in circum- 
tcrence. ^ 

On the 2Tft the mafter was fent to infpedl the fou- 
thern part of the ifland, and a lieutenant was difbatched 
in the yawj to found the harbour where the Endeavour 
lay. V\ hile the Captain went in the pinnace to take ^ 
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view of that part of the iHand which lay to the north¬ 
ward. Banks and the gentlemen were again on 

fliore, trading with the natives, and fearching after the 
productions and curiolitics of the country. Thcydif- 
^vered, however, not one particular worthy of no-* 

^*^The hazy weather and brilk gales prevented us from 
getting under fail, till the 24th, when we put to fca, 
and rteered northward within the reef, towards an open- 
atthcdiftancc of about five or fix leagues, in cftcdl- 
ing which wc were in great danger of llriking on a 
rock, the man who founded, crying out on a fudden 
« 'fwo fathoms," which could not but alarm us greatly; 
but either the mafter was miftaken, or the fliip went 
aIon<’- the edge of a coral rock, many of which in the 
neighbourhood of thcle iflands are as fteep as a wall. 

The bay where the Endeavour lay at anchor, called 
Oopoa, is capacious enough to hold a great number of 
Ibipping, and fecured from the fca by a reef of rocks. 
Its ntuation is oft’ the ‘eafternmoft part of the ifland. 
The provilions confift of cocoa-nuts, yams, plantains, 
and a few hogs and fowls. The country round about 
the place where we landed was not fo plentiful as at 
Otaheiteor Huaheinc. The fouthermoft opening in 
the rcefi or channel into the harbour, by which we 
entered, is little more than a cable’s length wide ; it 
lies oft’ the caftermoft point of the ifiand, and may be 
found by a fmall woody ifiand, which lies to the fouth- 
caft of it, called Oatara; north-weft from which are 
two other ifiets called Opururu and Tamou. Between 
thefc is the channel through which we went out of the 
harbour, and it is a lull quarter of a mile wide. 

On the 25th we were within a league or two of the 
ifiand of Otoha; but could not get near enough to 
land, the wind having proved contrary. In the morn¬ 
ing, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went in the long-boat 
Avith the mafter, in order to found a harbour on the 
eaft fide of the ifiand, which they found fafe and con¬ 
venient. We then w ent on fnorc and purchafed a large 
quantity of plantains, and fome hogs and fowls. The 
produce of this ifiand w as much the fame with that of 
Ulietca, but it feemed to be more barren. We re¬ 
ceived the fame compliment from the Indians here, as 
was ufual for them to pay their own kings, which was 
by uncovering their Ihouldcrs, and wrapping their 
cloaths round their bodies. We made fail to the north¬ 
ward, and at eight o’clock on. the 29th, w'e were under 
the high peaks of Bolabola. We found the ifiand inac- 
celfiblc in this pait, and likewdfe that it was impoffible 
to weather the foiith end of it rill late at night. On 
the 30th, wc difeovered an ifiand which Tupia called 
Mauriia, but faid it was fmall, furrounded by a reef, 
and without any commodious harbour, but inhabited, 
and yielded neaily the fame produce as the adjacent 
iflands. In the middle is a high round hill which may¬ 
be fecn at eleven or twelve leagues difiance. In the af¬ 
ternoon, finding ourfelves to windward of fome harbour 
that lay on the weft fide of Ulictea, we intended to put 
into one of them, in order to ftop a leak w'hich had 
fprung in the powder-room, and to take in fome addi¬ 
tional ballaft. The wind being right againft us, we 
plied on and oft* till the afternoon of the firft of Auguft, 
when we came to an anchor in the entrance of the 
channel, which led into one of the harbours. 

On Wednefday the 2d, in the morning, w'hen the 
tide turned, wc came into a proper place for mooring 
in 28 fathom. Many of the natives came off, and 
brought hogs, fowls, and plantains, which were pur- 
chafed upon very modemte terms. Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander went on Ihore, and fpent the day very agree¬ 
ably • the natives fiicwing them great refpea : being 
conducted to the houfes of the chief people, they found 
thofe who hud ran haftily before them, ftanding on each 
fide of a long mat fpreadupon the ground, and the fa- 
njily fitting at the farther end of it. In one houfc they 
oblerved fome very young girls drelTcd in the neateft 
banner, who kept their places waiting for the ftrangers 
to accoft them; thefc girls w*cre the moft beautiful the 
gentlemen had ever feen. One of them, about feven 

ei^t years old, was dreffed in a red gown, and her 


head w^as decorated w'ith a great quantity of plaited 

hair; this ornament is called lamou, and is held in 
great eftimation among them. She was fitting at the 
upper end of one of their long mats, on which none of 
the peopleprefent prefumed to feta foot; and her head 
w'as reclined on the arm of a decent looking woman, 
who appeared to be her nurfe; when Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander approached her, fhc ftretched out her 
hand to receive fome beads, which they prefented to 
her, with an air of fiich dignity and gracefulnefs, as 
would have done honour to the firft princefs in Eu¬ 
rope. 

In one of the houfes we were entertained with a 
dance, difterent from any we had feen before. The 
performer put upon his head a large piece of wicker¬ 
work, about four feet long, of a cylindrical form, co¬ 
vered with feathers, and edged round widi fiiark’s 
teeth. With this hcad-drefs, which is called a Whou, 
he began to dance with a fiow motion; frequently mov¬ 
ing his head, fo as to deferibe a circle with the top of 
his wicker cap, and fomctmies throw'ing it fo near the 
faces of the by-ftanders as to make them jump back: 
this they confidcred as an excellent piece of humour, 
and it always produced a hearty laugh, when praccifed 
upon arty of the Englilh gentlemen. 

On Thurfday the 3d, as Mr. Banks and the doc¬ 
tor were going along the ftiorc to the northw'ard, with 
a defign to purchafe ftock, they met with a company of 
dancers, who retarded the progrefs of their cxcurlion. 
The company was compofed of fix men and two w o¬ 
men dancers, with three drums. They w ere informed 
that thefc dancers were fome of the principal people of 
the ifiand, and though they were an itinerant troop, 
they did not, like the ftrollingparties of Otaheiic, re¬ 
ceive any gratuity from the by-ftanders. The women 
wore a confidcrable quantity of tamou, or plaited hair, 
ornamented with flowers of the cape-jeflTamine, which 
were ftuck in with tafte, and made an elegant hcad- 
drefs. The womens necks, breafts and arms, were 
naked ; the other parts of their bodies were covered 
w ith black cloth, which was fiiftencd clofc round them, 
and by the fide of each breaft, next the arms was a 
fmall plume of black feathers, worn like a nofegay. 
Thus apparelled, they advanced lidcways, keeping time 
w'ith great exadnefs to the drums, which beat quick 
and loud; foon after they began to fiiake themfclves 
in a very whimfical manner, and put their bodies into 
a variety of ftrange pofturcs, fometimes fitting down, 
and at others falling with their faces to the dround, and 
refting on their knees and elbows, moving tlieir fingers 
at the fame time with a quicknefs fcarcely to be cre¬ 
dited. The chief dexterity, however, of the dances, 
as well as the amufement of the fpedators, conlifted in 
the lafeivioufnefs of their attitudes and geftures. Be¬ 
tween the dances of the women a kind of dramatic in¬ 
terlude was perfonned by the men, confifting of dia¬ 
logue as well as dancing; but for want of a fulficicnt 
knowledge of their language, we could not learn the 
fubjedl of this interlude. 

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander and fome other gentlemen, 
w ere prefent at a more regular dramatic entertainment 
the next day. The performers, who were all men, 
were divided into two parties, one drefl'ed in brown, 
and the other in white, by w^ay of diftindion. Tupia. 
being prefent, informed them that the party in brown, 
aiftcd the parts of a mafter and his fervants, and the 
party in w'hitc, a gang of thieves; the mafter having 
produced a bafket of meat, vvhich he gave in charge to 
his fervants; which party, exhibited a variety of ex¬ 
pedients, in endeavouring to fteal this bafket, and the^ 
brown as many in preventing the acconoplillirncnt of 
their defign. After fome time had been (pent in this 
manner, thofe to whom the bafket w’as intrufted, laying 
themfclves dow n on the ground round it, pretended to 
fallaflcep; the other party availing themfclves of this 
opportunity, fiolc gently upon them, and carried off 
their booty; the fervants awaking foon after, difeover¬ 
ed their lofs, but they made no fearch after thebalkct, 
and began to dance with as much alacrity as before. 

On Saturday the 5th, fome hogs and fowls, and fc- 
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veral large pieces of cloth, many of them being fifty 
or flxty yards in length, together with a quantity of 
plantains and cocoa-nuts, were fent to Captain Cook, 
as a prefent from the Earee Rahie of the ifland of Bo- 
labola, accompanied with a mefTage, importing that 
he was then on the ifland, and intended waiting on the 
captain. 

On the 6th, the king of Bolabola did not vifit us 
agreeable to his promife, his abfence, however, was 
not in the lead regretted, as he fent three young women 
to demand fomething in return for his prefent. After 
dinner, we fet out to pay the king a vilit on Ihorc, flnee 
he did not think proper to come on board. As this 
man was the Earee Rahie of the Bolabola man, who had 
conquered this, and w'cre the dread of all the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands, w’e were greatly difappointed indcad 
of finding a vigorous enterprifing young chief, to fee a 
poor feeble old dotard, half blind, and finking under 
the weight of age and infirmities. He received uswith- 
out either that date or ceremony which wc had hi¬ 
therto met with among the other chiefs. 

On Wednefday the 9th, having dopped a leak, and 
taken on board a frefh dock of proviliofis, we failed 
out of the harbour. Though we w'ere fevcral leagues 
didant from the ifland of Bolabola, Tupia camedly 
intreated Captain Cook, that a fhot might be fired to¬ 
wards it; which, to gratify him, the captain complied 
with. This was fuppofed to have been intended by 
Tupia as a mark of his refentment againd the inhabi¬ 
tants of that place, as they had formerly taken from 
him large polfedions which he held in the ifland of 
Ulietea, of which ifland Tupia w^as a native, and a fub- 
ordinace chief, but wiis driven out by thefe warriors. 
We had great plenty of provifions, as well of hogs, as 
of vegetables, during the time we continued in the 
neighbourhood of thefe iflands, fo that we were not 
obliged to ufe any confiderable quantity of the fliips 
provifions, and we had flattered ourfclves, that the 
fowls and hogs would have fupplied us with frefli pro¬ 
vifions during the courfe of our voyage to the fouth- 
ward, but in this w’c were unhappily difappointed, for 
as the hogs could not be brought to cat any European 
grain, or any provender w^hatever, that the fiiip af¬ 
forded, we were reduced to the difagreeable necefiity 
of killing them immediately on leaving thofe iflands; 
and the fowls all died of a difeafe in their heads, wdth 
which they w-erc feized foon after they had been car¬ 
ried on board. Being detained longer at Ulietea in re- 
psyring the fiiip than we expedled, we did not go on 
fiiore at Bolabola; but after giving the general name 
of the Society Iflands, to the iflands of Huaheine, Ulie- 
tca, Bolabola, Otaha, and Maurua, w^hich lie between 
the latitude of 16 deg. 10 min. and 18 deg- 55 min. 
fouth, we purfued our courfc, (landing fouthweirdly for 
an ifkind, to which we were direded by Tupia, at 
above 100 leagues diftant. This w c difeovered on Sun¬ 
day the 13th, and were informed by him, that it w’as 
called Obiterca, 

On the 14th w e flood in for land, and faw feveral 
of the inhabitants coming along the Ihore. One of 
the lieutenants was difpatched in the pinnace to found 
for anchorage, and to obtain what intelligence could 
be got from the natives concerning any land, that might 
be farther to the fouth. Mr. Banks, Dr. Solandcr, and 
Tupia, went with the lieutenant in the boat. When 
they approached the fliore, they obferved, that the In¬ 
dians were armed with long lanccs. A number of 
them were foon drawn together on the beach, and tw^o 
jumped into the water, endeavouring to gain the boat j 
but flic foon left them and fomc others that had made 
the fame attempt, far enough behind her. Having 
doubled the point where they intended to land, they 
opened a large bay, and faw another party of the na¬ 
tives (landing at the end of it, armed like thofe w'hom 
they had fecn before. Preparations w’ere then made for 
landing, on which a canoe full of Indians came off to¬ 
wards them. Obferving this, Tupia received orders 
to acquaint them that the Englifli did not intend to 
offer them violence, but meant to traffic with them 
lor nails, which were produced. Thus infonned they 


came along-fide the boat, and took fome nails that 
were given them, bbingfecmingly well pleafed with the 
prefent. Yet a few minutes after, feveral of thefe peo¬ 
ple boarded the boat, defigning to drag her on fiiorc; 
but fome mufquets being difeharged over their heads 
they leaped into the fca, and having reached the canoe, 
put back with all pofiible expedition, joining their 
eountr}'!!!^! who (lead ready to receive them. The 
boat immediately purfued the fugitives, but the crew 
finding the furf extremely violent, did not venture to 
land there, but coafied along (hore to try if they could 
not find a more convenient place. Soon after the canoe 
got on (hore, a man oppofite the boat flourifhed his 
weapon, calling out at the fame time with a Ihrill 
voice, which was a mark of defiance, as Tupia ex¬ 
plained it to the Englilb.—Not being able to find a 
proper landing-place they returned, w'ith an intention 
CO attempt it who he canoe went on fiiore; where¬ 
upon another wai-rior repeated the defiance: his ap¬ 
pearance was more formidable than that of the other; 
he had a high cap on made of the tail feathers of a 
bird, and his body w'as painted with various colours. 
When he thought fit to retire, a grave man came for¬ 
ward, who afked Tupia feveral queflions, relating to 
rhe place from whence the velfel came, as, VVho were 
ihc perfbns on board ? Whither they were bound ? &c. 
After this it was propofed that the people in the boat 
ilould go on (hore and trade with them if they w'ould 
lay afide their weapons ; but the latter would not agree 
ro this, unlefs the Englifli would do the like. As this 
propofal was by no means an equal one, w hen it was 
conlidercd that the hazard mufl for many rcafons be 
greater to the boat’s crew than the Indians, and as per¬ 
fidy was dreaded, it was not complied with. Bclides, 
fmee neither the bay which the Endeavour entered, nor 
any other part of the ifland furniflicd good harbour or 
anchorage, it was refolved not to attempt landing any 
more, but to fail from hence to the fouthw ard. 

The natives are very tall, w'ell piroportioned, and 
have long hair, which, like the inhabitants of the otlier 
iflands, they tic in a bunch on the top of their heads, 
they are likewdfe tataowed in different parts of their bo¬ 
dies, but not on their pofleriors. 1 he ifle does not 
fiioot up into high peaks like the others that they vi^ 
(ited, but is more level and uniform, and divided into 
fmall hillocks, fomc of w'hich arc covered with groves 
of trees. However, none of thofe bearing the bread 
fruit were feen, and not many cocoa-trees, but a great 
niunber of thofe called Etoa, w-ere feen on the fea coafl 
of this ifland. Both the nature of their cloth, and their 
manner of wearing it differed in many rcfpedls from 
w hat had been obferved in the progreis of our voyage. 
All the garments that thefe people wore, were dyed 
yellow, and painted with a variety of colours on the 
outfidc. One piece formed their whole habit, having 
a hole in it through w'hich they put their heads. This 
reached as far-as their knees, and was tied clofe round 
their bodies with a kind of yellow-ifh falh. Some of 
them allb wore caps of rhe fame kind, as we have al¬ 
ready mentioned, and others bound round their heads a 
piece of cloth which refemblcd a turban. 

On the 15th we failed from this ifland w'ith a fine 
breeze ; but on the i6th it was hazy, and w^e bore aw^ay 
for w hat refemblcd fevcral high peaks of land. The 
weather clearing up, wc were convinced of our mificake, 
and refumed our courfe accordingly. We faw a comet 
on the30th, about four o’clock, which was then about 
60 deg. above the horizon. Land was difeovered at 
well by north on Thurfday the 7th of Odlobcr, and in 
the morning of the 8tli, we came to an anchor oppo- 
fitc the mouth of a fmall river, not above half a league 
from the coafl. 

Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solandcr, and fomc 
other gentlemen, having left the pijmace at the mouth 
of the river, proceeded a little farther up, when wc 
landed, leaving the yaw l to the care of fome of our 
boys, and w ent up ro a few fmall houfes in the neigh¬ 
bourhood. Some ot the natives that had concealed 
themfclvcs in the neighbourhood took advantage of our 
abfence from the boat, and rufhed our, advancing and 
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brandidiing their long wooden lances. On this our 
boys dropped down the ftream. 'ITie cockfwain of 
the pinnace then fired a mufquetoon over their heads, 
but it did not pj*cvcnt them from following the boat, 
in confequcncc of which he levelled his piece, and Ihot 
pne of them dead on the fpot. Struck with aftonifli- 
ment at the death of their companion, the others re¬ 
mained motionlefs for fomc time, but as foon as they 
recovered their fright, retreated to tlie woods with the 
utniofi precipitation. The report of the gun brought 
the advanced party back to the boats, and both the 
pinnace and yawl returned immediately to the (hip. 

On the 9th, a great number of the natives were feen 
near the place w'here the gentlemen in the yawl had 
landed the preceding evening, aiid the greateft part of 
them appeared 10 be unarmed. The long boat, pin¬ 
nace, and yawl, being manned with marines and failors, 
Cipt. Cook, with the reft of the gentlemen, and Tupia, 
went on Ihore, and landed on the oppofite fide of the 
river, over againft a fpot where fcveral Indians were fit¬ 
ting on the ground. Thefe immediately ftarted up, 
and began to handle their weapons, each producing 
either a long pike, or a kind of truncheon made of ftone 
with a firing through the handle of it, which they twilled 
round their wrifis. Tupia was diredlcd to fpcak to 
them in his language; and w*e were agreeably furprized 
to find chat he was well underftood, the natives Ijpeak- 
ing in his language, though in a dificrent dialedt. 
Their intentions at firfi: appeared to be very hofiilc, 
brandifliingtheir weapons in the ufual threatening man¬ 
ner; upon which a mtifquet was fired at fomc difiance 
fiom them : the ball happened to fall into the water, at 
which they appeared rather terrified, and defified from 
their menaces. Having now' drawn up the marines, 
we advanced nearer to the fide of the river. I'upia, 
again fpcaking, informed them of our delire to traffic 
with them for provilions : to this they conl'enccd, pro¬ 
vided wc w’ould go over to them to the other fide of the 
river. I'hc propofal was agreed to, upon condition 
that the natives w'ould quit uheir weapons; but the 
moll folemn alfurances of fricndfliip could not prevail 
w ith them to make fuch a concellion. Not thinking it 
prudent therefore tocrofs the river, we, in our turn, in- 
treated the Indians to come over to us, and after fome 
time prevailed on one of them fo to do. He was pre- 
fently followed by fcveral others. They did not appear 
to value the beads and iron w hich wc offered in the w'ay 
ot barter, but propofed to exchange their weapons for 
ours; which being objeded to, they endeavoured fe- 
vcral times to fnatch our arms from us, but being on 
our guard, from the information given us by Tupia 
that they w'crc ftill our enemies, their attempts were 
repeatedly fruftrated; and Tupia, by our diredbion 
gave them to underlland, that any further offers of 
violence w'ould be punifiied with infiant death. One 
ot them, ncverthclefs, had the audacity to fnatch Mr. 
Green's dagger w'hcn his back was turned to them, and 
retiring a few paces, flourifhed it over his head; but 
his temehity coll him his life; for Mr. Monkhoufe 
fited a mufquet loaded with ball, and he inftantly 
dropped. Soon after, though not before we had dif- 
charged our pieces loaded with fmall fiiot only, they 
retreated flowly up the country, and we returned to 
our boats. 

behaviour of the Indians, added to our want of 
irelh watcj-, induced Cape. Cook to continue his voyage 
round the bay, with a hope of getting fome of the na- 
^^jves aboard, that by civil uSgc he might convey 
through them a favourable idea of us to their councry- 
mcn, and thereby fettle a good correfpondcnce with 
An event occurred which, though attended 
^bfagrccablc circumfianccs, promifed to facilitate 
iisdefign.^ Two canoes appeared, making towards 
^ncl, and Capt. Cook propofed intercepting them with 
our boats. One of them got clear off’ but the Indians 
n he other, finding it impofiiblc to cfcape, began to 
rnpeople in the boats wiih their paddles, 'fliis 
w f ^ Endeavour’s people to fire upon them, 
Indians were killed, and the other 

who wpre young men, jumped into the water, 
2 


and endeavoured to fwim to lliore ; they were, however, 
taken up, and conveyed on board. At firfi they dif- 
covered all the figns of fear and terror, thinking they 
fliould be killed ,* but Tupia, by repeated alfurances 
of friendIhip, removed their apprehenfions, and they 
afterwards cat heartily of the fliip’s provilions. Hav¬ 
ing retired to reft in the evening, they flept very 
quietly for fomc hours, but about midnight, their fears 
returning, they appeared in great agitation, frequendy 
making loud and difmal groans. Again the kind ca- 
reffes and friendly promifes of Tupia operated fo ef- 
feclually, that they became calm, and fung a fong, 
which at the dead of night had a plcaling eflfedl. The 
next morning, after they were drelfed according to the 
mode of their own country, and w ere omamented with 
necklaces and bracelets, prcparaiions were made for 
fending them to their countrymen, at which they ex- 
preffed great fatisfadion; but finding the boat ap¬ 
proaching Capt. Cook’s firfi landing place, they inti¬ 
mated that the inhabitants were foes, and that after 
killing their enemies, they always eat them. The cap¬ 
tain, ncverthclefs, judged it expedient to land near the 
fame fpot, which he accordingly did with Mr. Banks, 
Doiffor Solander, and Tupia, refolving at the fame time 
to proted: the youths from any injury that might be of¬ 
fered them. Thefe had fcaj*ccly departed on their re¬ 
turn to their friends, when two large parties of Indians 
advanced hafiily towards them, upon w hich they again 
flew to us for protedion. When the Indians drew near, 
one of the boys difeovered his uncle among them, and 
a converfation enfued acrofs the river, in w hich the boy 
gave a juft account of our hofpitality, and took great 
pains to difplay his finciy. A Ihort time after this 
converfation, the uncle fvvam acrofs the river, bring¬ 
ing with him a green bough, a token of fricndfliip, 
which wc received as fuch, and feveral prefents were 
made him. Notwithfianding the prefence of this re¬ 
lation, all three of the boys, by their own defire, re¬ 
turned to the fliip, but as the captain intended to fail 
the next morning, he fent them afiiore in the evening, 
though much againft their inclination. The names of 
thefe boys were Toahowrange, Koikerangc, and Ma- 
ragovete. They informed us of a particular kind of 
deer upon the ifland, and that there were likewife tars, 
capers, romara, yams; a kind of long pepper, bald 
Goote, and black birds. 

On the 11 th at fix o’clock in the morning, we weigh¬ 
ed, and fet fail, in hopes of finding a better anchoring 
place, Capt. Cook having given the bay (called by the 
natives Toancora) the name of Poverty Bay ; and the 
fouth-weft point he called young Nick’s Head, on ac¬ 
count of its firfi having been perceived by a lad on 
board, named Nicholas Young. In the afternoon we 
w'ere becalmed; and feveral canoes full of Indians came 
off from the lliore, who received many prefents, and 
afterwards bartered even their deaths, and fome of 
their paddles, fo eager w'cre they to be poffeffcd of Eu¬ 
ropean commodities. A fingle tree formed the bottom 
of their canoes, and the upper part confifted of two 
planks fewed together; thefe were painted red, rc- 
prefenting many uncommon figures, and very curi- 
oufiy wrought. The Indians were armed with blud¬ 
geons, made of wood, and of the bone of a large ani¬ 
mal : they called them Patoo-Patoo; and they were 
well contrived forclofc fighting. 

Having finiflicdTheir traffic, they fet off in fuch a 
huny, that they forgot three of their companions, wffio 
remained on board all night. Thefe teftified their fears 
and apprehenfions, notwithllanding Tupia took great 
pains to convince them they were in no danger; and 
about feven o’clock the next morrting a canoe came oft' 
with four Indians on board. It was at firfi: with dif¬ 
ficulty the Indians in the fliip could prevail on thofc in 
the canoe to come near them, and not till after the 
former had affured them, that the Englifh did not cat 
men. The chief came on board, w hole face was ta- 
taowed, with a remarkable pa too in his hand, and in 
this canoe the three Indians left the fiiip. Capt. Cook 
gave the name of Cape Table to a point of land about 
Icven leagues to the f'outh of Poverty Bay: its figure 
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greatly rcfembling a tabic, and the ifland, called by the 
natives Tcahowry, he named Portland Ifland, it being 
very fimilar to that of the fame name in the Britilh 
Channel. It is joined to the main by a chain of rocks 
near a mile in length, partly above water. There are 
feveral flioals, called Ibamblcs, about three miles to the 
north-eaft of Portland, one of which the Endeavour 
narrowly cfcaped ; there is, however, a paflage between 
them w'ith twenty fathom water. Some parts of Port¬ 
land Ifland, as well as the main, were cultivated ; and 
pumice Bone in great quantities lying along the Ihore, 
wdthin the bay, indicated that there was a volcano in the 
ifland. High palings upon the ridges of hills were alfo 
vifible in two places, which were judged to be defigned 
for religious purpofes. 

On the 12th feveral Indians came off in a canoe; 
they were disfigured in a ftrange manner, danced and 
fang, and at times appeared to be peaceably inclined, 
but at others to menace hollilities. Notwithftanding 
Tupia ftrongly invited them to come on board, none 
of them would quit the canoc. Whilft the Endeavour 
wa.s getting clear of the fliambles, five canoes full of 
Indians came off, and feemed to threaten the peo¬ 
ple on board, by brandifliing their lances, and other 
hofiile gcltures. A four-poiindcr, loaded with grape- 
fiiot, was therefore ordered to be fired, but not pointed 
at them. This had the deli red effeeff, and made them 
drop a-fiern. Two more canoes came off whilfl: the 
Endeavour lay at anchor, but the Indians on board 
behaved very peaceably and quiet, and received feveral 
prefents, but would not come on board. 

On Friday the 13th in the morning, we made for an 
inlet, but finding it not flickered, flood out again; and 
were chaced by a a canoe filled wdth Indians, but the 
Endeavour out-failed them. She purfued her courfe 
round the bay, but did not find an opening. The next 
morning w e had a view of the inland countiy. It was 
mountainous, and covered with fnow in the interior 
parts, but the land towards the fea was flat and uncul¬ 
tivated, and in many places there were groves of high 
trees. Nine canoes full of Indians came from the 
fhorc, and five of them, after having confulted together, 
purfued the Endeavour, apparently with a hoftile de- 
lign. Tupia was defired to acquaint them that im¬ 
mediate deflruclion w ould enfue if they perfevered in 
their attempts ; but w'ords had no influence, and a four- 
pounder, w ith grapc-lhot was fired, to give them fome 
notion of the arms of their opponents. They were 
terrified at this kind of reafoning, and paddled away 
fafler than they came. Tupia than hailed the fugitives 
and acquainted them that if they came in a peaceable 
manner, and left their arms behind, no annoyance 
would be oflered them; one of the canoes fubmitting to 
the terms, came along-fide the fliip, and received many 
prefents; but the other canoes returning, and perfifting 
in the 4 me menacing behaviour, interrupred this 
friendly intercourfe. 

On the 15 th we were vifited by fome fifliing-boats, 
the people in which, condudfed themfelves in an amica¬ 
ble manner. Though the fifli w hichthey had on board had 
been caught fo long that they were not eatable, Capt. 
C(X)k purchafed them merely for the fake of promoting 
a traftic with the natives. In the afternoon a canoe 
with a number of armed Indians came up, and one of 
them, who was remarkably cloathed, with a black fkin, 
found means to defraud the captain of a piece of red 
baize, under pretence of bartering the Ikin he had on 
(or it. As foon as he had got the baize into his pof- 
fcfllon, inflead of giving the Ikin in return, agreeable 
to his barg-ain, he rolled them up together, and order¬ 
ed the canoe to put otf from the fliip, turning a deaf 
car to the repeated remonflrance of the captain againfl: 
his unjull behaviour. After a fliort time this canoe, 
together with the fifliing boats w hich had put off at the 
fame time, came back to the Ihip, and trade was again 
begun. During this fecond traffic with the Indians, 
one of them unexpedtedly feized Tupia’s little boy 
Taiyota, and pulling him int i his canoe, inflantly put 
-off, and paddled aw'ay wnth the utmoft fpecd ; feveral 
tt;.wf(^uets were Immediately diichargedat the people in 


the canoe, and one of them receiving a wound, they 
all let go the boy, v\ ho before was held dowm in the bou 
tom of the cartoc. Taiyota taking the advantage of 
their conflernation, immediately Jumped into the fca, 
and fw'am back towards the Endeavour ; he was taken 
on board w'ithout receiving any harm,* but his llrength. 
w’as fo much exhaufled w-ith the weight of his cloaths, 
that it was with great difficulty he reached the fliip. 
In confcquencc of this attempt to carry off Taiyota, 
Capt. Cook called the cape ofl'w'hich it happened. Cape 
Kidnappers, lying in latitude 39 deg. 43 min. fouth, 
and longitude 182 deg. 24 min. weft, and is very dif- 
tinguifliable by the high clifts and white rocks that fur- 
rounded it. The difiance of this cape from Portland 
Ifland is about 13 leagues, and it forms the fouth point 
of a bay which w as denominated Hawke’s Bay, in ho¬ 
nour of Admiral Hawke. 

Taiyoto, having recovered from his fright, produced 
a filliani informed Tupia that he intended to offer it 
to his Eatua or God, in gratitude for his happy cfcape 3 
this being approved of by the other Indian, the fifli 
was caft into the fea. Capt. Cook now paffed by a 
fmall ifland which was fuppofed to be inhabited only 
by fifliermen, as it feemed to be barren, and Bare Ifland 
was the name given to it, and to a head-land in latitude 
40 deg. 34 min. fouth, and longitude 182 deg. 55 min. 
w'efl, becaufe the Endeavour turned, he gave the name 
of Cape Turnagain. It was never certainly known 
whether New Zealand was an ifland before this vdfel 
touched there: on this account, the lords of the admi¬ 
ralty had inftrudled Capt. Cook to fail along the coafls 
as far as 40 degrees fouth, and if the land extended 
farther, to return to the northward again. It was for 
this reafon that the captain altered his courfe, when he 
arrived at the cape above-mentioned : the wind having 
likewifc veered about to the fouth, he returned, failing 
along the coaft nearly in his former track. Between 
this and Cape Kidnappers Bay, the land is unequal, and 
fomewhat rcfembles our downs and fmall villages, and 
many inhabitants were obferved. The fliip came 
abreaft of a pcninfula, in Portland Ifland, named Tera- 
kako, on Wednefday the 19th. At this time a canoe 
wfth five Indians came up to the vcflel. There were 
two chiefs among them, who came on board, and ftaid 
all night. One of thefe was a very comely perfon, and 
had an open and agreeable countenance. I’hey w ere 
extremely grateful for the prefents which they received 
and difplayed no fmall degree of curiolity. They would 
not eat or drink, but the jfervants devoured the vidluals 
fet before them wnth a moll; voracious appetite. 

• We gave the name of Gable End Foreland to a re¬ 
markable head-land, which wc pafled on the 19th. 
Three canoes appeared here, and one Iiidiarl came on 
board to whom wc gave fmall prefents before he with** 
drew. 

Many of thefe Indians w’ore pieces of green-ftone 
round their necks which were tranfparent, and refem- 
blcd an emerald. Thefe being examined, appeared to 
be a fpecies of the nephritic flone. Several pieces of it 
were procured by Mr. Banks, and it appeared that this 
furniflicd the iflanders with their principal ornaments. 
The form of fome of their faces w^as agreeable; their 
nofes were rather prominent tlian flat. Their dhkd 
w as not fo guttural as that of others, and theiiTanguagc 
nearly rcfcmblcd that of Otaheite. 

On Friday the 20th w’c anchored in a bay two leagues 
to the north ol the Foreland. I'o this bay we were in¬ 
vited by the natives in canoes, who behaved veiy ami¬ 
cably, and pointed to a place where they faid' wc Ihould 
find plenty of frefli water. We determined here to get 
fome knowledge of the counti*}'’, though the harbour was 
not fo good a flicker from the w^eathcr as we cxpeCbcd. 

1 wo chiefs, whom we faw in the canoes, came on board, 
they WTre drefled in jackets, the one ornamented with 
tufts of red feathera, the other w ith dogs-fkin. 
prefented to them linen and fome fpike nails, but they 

did not value the laft fo much as the inliabitants of the 

other iflands. The reft of the Indians traded with us 
without the leaft impofition, and wc dircdlcd Bupia to 
acquaint them of our views Li coining thither; and 
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promil’e, that they fliould receive no injury, if they 
oifered none to us. In the afternoon the chiefs return¬ 
ed ; and towards the evening we went on fhore, accom¬ 
panied by the Captain, Dr. Solander, and Mr. Banks. 
We were courteoufly received by the inhabitants, who 
did not appear in numerous bodies, and in other in- 
ftances were fcrupuloufly attentive not to give offence. 
We made them fcveral fmall prefents, and in this 
agreeable tour round the bay, we had the plcafure of 
finding two dreams of frefli water. We remained on 
Hiore all ni^ht, and the next day Mr. Banks and Dr. 
Solander d if covered fcveral birds, among which were 
quails and large pigeons. Many ftages for drying fifh 
were obferved near where we landed, and fome houfes 
with fences. We faw dogs with pointed ears, and very 
ugly. Sweet potatoes, like thofe which grow in Ame¬ 
rica were found. The cloth plant grew fpontaneous. 
In the neighbouring valleys th.e lands were laid out in 
regular plantations; and in the bay we caught plenty 
of crabs, cray-lilh, and horfe-mackarel, larger than 
thofe upon the Englilh coafts. The low lands wxre 
planted with cocoes; the hollows with gourds; but as 
to the woods they were almoft impallable, on account 
of the number of fupple-jacks which grew there. We 
went into fevci*al of the houfes belonging to the natives, 
and met with a very civil reception; and, without the 
leafl referve, they fliewed us whatever we defired to 
fee. At times we found them at their meals, which 
our prefence never interrupted. At this feafon fifh 
conflituted their chief food ; with which they eat, in- 
ftcad of bread, roots of a kind of fern; thefe when 
roafted upon a fire are fwcet and clammy; in tafle not 
difagrccable, though rather unpleafant from the num¬ 
ber of their fibres. They have doubtlefs in other fea- 
fons of the year an abundance of excellent vege¬ 
tables. 

The women of this place paint their faces with a mix¬ 
ture of red ocre and oil, which, as they are very plain, 
renders them in appearance more homely. This kind 
of daubing being generally wet upon their cheeks and 
foreheads, was cafily transferred to thofe who falutcd 
them, as was frequently vifible upon the nofes of our 
people. The young ones, who were complete coquets, 
wore a petticoat, under which was a girdle, made of 
the blades of grafs ftrongly perfumed, to which was 
pendant a fmall bunch of the leaves of fome fragrant 
plant. The faces of the men were not in general 
painted ; but they were daubed w’ith dry red ocre from 
head to foot, their apparel not excepted. Though in 
pcrfonal cleanlinefs they were not equal to our friends 
atOtaheite, yet in fome particulars they furpalfcdthem; 
for their dwellings were furniflied with privies, and 
they had dunghills upon which their oftals and filth 
were depoiitcd. Among the females chaftity was light¬ 
ly eftcemed. They reforted frequently to the watering 
place, where they freely bellowed every favour that 
Was rcquelled. An officer meeting with an elderly’ 
woman, he accompanied her to her houfe, and having 
prefented her with fome cloth and beads, a young girl 
was lin^lcd out, with whom he was given to underlland 
he ini^ic retire. Soon after an elderly man, with two 
uonicn came in as vifitors, who with much formality 
falutcd the whole company, after the cuftom of the 
place, which is by gently joining the tips of their nofes 
togethe/. On his return, wffiich w^as on Saturday the 
iJlr, he was furnifiied with a guide, who whenever they 
came to a brook or rivulet took him on his back to 
prevent his being wet. Many of the natives were cu- 
rioufiy tataowed, an old man in particular, was marked 
on the brcafl w ith curious figures. One of them had 
axe made ot the green Hone, which we could not 
P ^^^>|.^ough fundry things w ere offered in exchange, 
icle Indians at night dance in a very uncouth manner, 

^ ^otic gellures, lolling out their tongues and making 
range grimaces. In their dances old men as well as 
c young ones are capital pciformers. 

WP Banks, being apprehenfive that 

thp T was dark, applied to 

boa. one of their canoes to convey us on 

he fiup. This they granted with an obliging 


manner. We were eight in number, and not being 
ufed to a veffel that required a nice balance, we overfet 
her in the furf. No one however was drowned, but ir 
W'as concluded, to prevent a fimilar accident, that hall 
our number ffiould go at one time. Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander, Tupia, and Taiyota, w ere the firfl: parry who 
embarked again, and arrived fafe at the Ihip, as did 
the remainder of our company, all not a little plc*afcd 
with the good nature of our Indian friends, who chear- 
fully contributed their affillance, upon our fccond trip* 
During our Hay on lliore, feveral of them went out in 
their canoes and trafficked with the lliips company. 
At firll they preferred the cloth of Otaheitc to that of 
Europe, but in the courfe of a day it dccreafed in its 
value five hundred per cent. Thefe people expreffed 
ftrong marks of aflonilhment when llicwn the bark and 
her apparatus. This bay, which we now determined 
to quit, the natives call Tegadoo, and it is fituated in 
38 deg. 10 min. fouth latitude. 

On the 2 2d in the evening, being Sunday, w'ew^eigh- 
ed anchor and put to fca, but the wind being contrary 
we ftood for another bay a 'little to the ibuth, called 
by the natives Tolaga, in order to complete our wood 
and water, and to extend our correfpondence with the 
natives. In this bay we came to an anchor, in about 
eleven fathom water, with a good fandy bottom, the 
north point of the bay bearing north by eaft, and the 
fouth point fouth eaff. We found a w'atering-placc in 
a fmall cove a little within the fouth-point of the bay, 
which bore fouth by eaft, diftant about a mile. Se¬ 
veral canoes with Indians on board, trafficked with us 
very fairly for glafs bottles. 

On Monday the 23d in the afternoon, we went on 
fhore accompanied by Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and 
the captain. We examined and found the water ex¬ 
tremely good; alfo plenty of wood; and the natives 
ftiewed us as much civility as thofe from whom we had 
lately departed. At this watering-place we fet up an 
aftronomical quadrant, and took fcveral folar and lu- 
nary obfervations. In the morning of the 24th, Mr. 
Gore and the marines were fent on fliore to guard 
the people employed in cutting wood and filling the 
calks with water. Capt. Cook, Mr. Banks, and the 
doAor alfo went on fhore; the latter were employed in 
collcdling plants. In our walks through the vales we 
faw many houfes uninhabited, the natives refiding 
chiefly in Iheds, on the ridges of the hills, which are 
very ftcep. In a valley between two very high hills, 
w'c faw a curious rock that formed a large arch, oppofitc 
the fca. This cavern was in length about feventy feet, 
in breadth thirty, and near fifty inheighth, command¬ 
ing a view of the bay and hills on the other fide, w hich 
had a very plcafing elfe(ft. Indeed the whole countiy 
about the bay is agreeable beyond defeription, and, if 
properly cultivated, would be a moll fertile fpot. The 
hills arc cloathcd with beautiful flowering Ihrubs, in¬ 
termixed with a number of tall, ftately palms, which 
perfume the air, making it perfec'Hy odoriferous. Mr. 
Banks and the doiflor, among other trees that yielded a 
fine tranfparent gum, difeovered the cabbage tree, the 
produce whereof when boiled, was very good. We 
met with various kinds of edible herbage in great 
abundance, and many trees that produced fruit fit to 
cat. The plant from which the cloth is made, is a 
kiijd of Hemerocallis; its leaves afford a ftrong gloffy 
flax, equally adapted tocloathing,and making of ropes. 
Sweet potatoes and plantains arc cultivated near the 
houfes. 

On our return we met an old man who entertained u3 
with the military exercifes of the natives, which are 
performed wdth the Patoo-Patoo and the lance. The 
former has been already mentioned, and is ufed as 
a battle axe: the latter is eighteen or twenty feet in 
length, made of extreme hard wood, and fliaqDcned at 
each end. A ftake was fubftituted for a fuppofed ene¬ 
my. The old warrior firft attacked him with his 
lance, advancing with a moft furious afpedl. Having 
pierced him, the patoo-putoo was ufed to demolifh his 
head, at which he ftruck with a force which would at 
one blow have fplit any man’s fivull; from whence we 
M concluded 
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'concluded no quaitcr was given by thefe people to their 
Ibes in time of adtion. 

The natives in this part are not very numerous. They 
i^re tolerably well fhaped, but lean and tall. 7 ’heir 
faces refemble thofc of the Europeans. Their nofes 
are aquiline, their eyes dark coloured, their hair black, 
which is tied upon the top of their heads, and the mens 
beards are of a moderate length. 71 ieir tata(n\ ing is 
done very curioufly, in various figures, which makes 
their fkin refemble carving; it is confined to the prin¬ 
cipal men, the females and fervants ufing only red 
paint, with w hich they daub their faces, that otherwife 
would not be difagreeablc. Their cloth is w hire, glofly, 
^nd very even; it is worn principally by the men, 
though it is wrought by the women, who, indeed^ are 
condemned to all drudgery and labour. 

On the 25th, w e fet up the armourers forge on fhore 
for neceflary ufes, and got our wood and water with¬ 
out the leaft molefiation from the natives, w ith w horn 
we exchanged glafs bottles and beads for difi'erent forts 
of filh. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went again in 
fcarch of plants, Tupia, w ho was with them, engaged 
in a converfation with one of the priefis, and they 
feemed to agree in their opinions upon the fubject of 
religion. Tupia, in the courfe of this conference, en¬ 
quired whether the report of their eating men was 
founded in truth, to which the prieft anfwercd, it was, 
but that they eat none but declared foes, after they 
were killed in war. This idea fo favage and barba¬ 
rous, proved, however, that they carried their refent- 
ment even beyond death. 

On the 27th, Capt. Cook and Dr. Sdlander w ent to 
infpC:(fi: the bay, when the dodlor was not a little fur- 
prifed to find the natives in the pofTefllon of a boy’s 
top, wfoich they knew'how to fpin by whipping it, arxl 
he purchafed it out of curiofity. Mr. Banks was du¬ 
ring this time employed in attaining the fummit of a 
fieep hill, that had previoufly engaged their attention, 
and near it he found many inhabited houfes. There 
were two rows of poles about fourteen or fifteen feet 
high, covered over with fiicks, which made an avenue 
of about five feet in width, extending near a hundred 
yards down the hill, in an irregular line: the intent of 
this erection was not difeovered. When the gentlemen 
met at the watering place, the Indians fang their war 
fong, w hich was a ftrange medley of ihouting, iighing, 
and grimace, at which the women afTified. The next 
day Capt. Cook and other gentlemen went upon the 
ifland at the entrance of the bay,and met with a canoe 
that was 67 feet in length, fix in breadth, and four in 
height; her bottom, w hich w as lharp, conlified of 
three trunks of trees, and the fidcs and head were cu- 
rioufly carved. 

We alfo came to a large unfinifiled houfe. The 
polls which fupported it were ornamented with carv¬ 
ings, that did not appear to be done upon the fpot, and 
as the inhabitants feem to fet great value upon works 
of this kind, future navigators might find their advan¬ 
tage in carrying fuch articles to trade with. Though 
the polls of this houfe were judged to be brought here, 
the people feemed to have a talle for carving, as their 
boats, paddles, and tops of walking Hicks evince. 
Their favourite figure is a volute or fpiral, which is 
fometimes lingle, double, and triple, and is done with 
great exadnefs, though the only inllrumcnts we faw 
were an axe made of Hone, and a chiifel. Their talle, 
however, is extremely whimlical and extravagant, 
fcarcely ever imitating nature. Their huts arc built un¬ 
der trees, their form is an oblong fquare: the door 
low on the lide, and the windows are at the ends ; 
reeds covered w'ith thatch compofc the walls; the beams 
of the eaves, which come to the ground, arc covered 
with thatch; moll of the houfes had been deferted, 
through fear of the Englifii, upon their landing. There 
arc many beautiful p;irrots, and great numbers of birds 
of dificrenc kinds, particularly one whofc note refem- 
Bles the European black-bird ; but here is no ground 
f()wl or poultry, nor any quadrupedes, except rats and 
dogs, and thefe were not numerous. The dogs arc 
coiifidercd as delicate food, and their Ikiiis ferve for 
a 2 


ornaments to their apparel. There is a great variety of 
filh in the bay, Ihell and cray filh arc very plentiful, 
forne of the latter weigh near 12 pounds. 

Sunday, Oclobcr the 29th, we fet foil from this bay. 
It is litiiatc in latitude 38 deg. 22 min. fouth, four 
leagues to the north ot Gable End foreland; there arc 
two high rocks at the entrance of the bay, which fonn 
a cove very good for procuring wood and water. There 
is a high rocky ifiancl off the noith point of the bay, 
which" afibrds good anchorage, haying a fine fondy 
bottom, and from feven to thirteen fathom water, and 
is likew'ifc Ihcltcrcd from all but the north-call w'ind. 
Wc obtained nothing here in trade but Ibme fweet pota¬ 
toes, and a little fiib. I’his is a very hilly country, 
though it prefents the eye with an agreeable verdure, 
various woods and manyfmall plantations. Mr. Banks 
found a great number of trees in the w'oods, quite un¬ 
known to Europeans, the fire wood refcmblcd the ma- 
plc-trcc, and produced a gum of w hitilli colour; other 
trees yielded a gum of a deep yellow green. The only 
roots were yams and fweet potatoes, though the foil ap¬ 
pears ver)' proper for producing every fpccics of vege¬ 
tables. 

On Monday the 30th, foiling to the northward, we 
fell in with a irnall ifland about a mile dillant from the 
north-call point of the main, and this being the moll 
ciillcrn part of it, the captain named it Eall Cape, and 
the ifiand Eall Illand, it was bur fmall, and appeared 
barren. The cape is in latitude, 37 deg. 42 min. 30 
fee. fouth. There arc many fmall bays from Tolaga 
Bay to Eall Cape. Having doubled the Cape, many 
villages prefenced thcmfelvcs to view, and the adja¬ 
cent land appeared cultivated. In the evening of the 
30th, Lieutenant Hicks difeovered a bay to w hich his 
name was given. Next morning, about nine, fcvcral 
canoes came off from fiiorc with a number of armed 
men, w ho appeared to have hollile intentions. Before 
thefe had reached the Ihip, another caiioc, forger than 
any that had yet been feen, full of armed Indians, came 
off, and made towards the Endeavour with great ex¬ 
pedition. 7 ’hc caiptain now judging it expedient to 
prevent, if polTiblc, their attacking him, ordered a 
gun CO be fired over their heads. 7 ’his not producing 
the dclircd eficcl, another gun was fired with ball, 
w hich threw them into fuch conllernation that they 
immediately returned much follcr than they came, 
'rhis precipitate retreat, induced the captain to give 
the cape, off which it happened, the name of Cape 
Runaway ; it lies in latitude 37 deg. 32 min. fouth,and 
loi^itudc 181 deg. 48 min. wefi:. 

On the 31 11 , w e found that the land, which during 
this day s run appeared like an ifiand, was one, and\Vc 
named the fame White Ifiand.' 

On the 111 of November, at day-break, not lefs than 
between 40 and 50 canoes were feen, fevcral of which 
came oil as before, threatening to attack the Englilh. 
One ol their chiefs flourilhed his pike, and made fe¬ 
vcral harangues, feeming to bid defiance to thofe on 
board the veffel. At kill, after repeated invitations, 
they came clofe along-lidc; but inllead of fiiewing a 
difpolition to trade, the haranguing chief uttered a 
fcntencc, and took up a Hone w hich he threw againH' 
the ihip, and immediately after they foized their arms. 
7 hey were informed by Tupia, of the dreadful confe- 
quenccs ot commencing hoHilities; but this admoni¬ 
tion they feemed little to regard. A piece of cloth, 
however, happening to attracl their eyes, they began 
to be more mild and reafonablc. A quantity of cray 
lilh, mufclcs, and conger cels was now'purchafed. No 
fraud was attempted by this company of Indians, biit 
fomc others that came after them, took goods from the 
vcfiel without making proper returns. As one of them 
that had rendered himfelf remarkable for thefe prac¬ 
tices, and feemed proud ot his Ikill in them, was put¬ 
ting oH w ith his canoe, a rnufquct was fired over his 
head, which circumllance produced good order for the 
prefent. \ et when thefe fovages began to tralBc w ith 
thefoilors, they renewed their frauds; and one of them 
was boltl enough to fei'zc fome linen that was hung to 
dry, and run aw ay w ith it. In order to induce him to 

rcj;.urn> 




























































cook’s first voyage— for making Difco^eries in the Soiith Seas ^ Round the World. 47 


return, a mufquct was firfl: fired over his head, but 
this n6t anrwering the end, he was fhot in the back 
with finall flior, yet he ftill perfevered in his defign. 
This being perceived by his countrymen, they dropped 
a-ftern, and fet up the fong of defiance. In confe- 
fluence* of their behaviour, though they made no pre¬ 
parations to attack the vefiel, the captain gave orders 
to fire a four pounder, which pafiTed over them; but 
its cficdl on the water terrified them fo muclii that they 
retreated with precipitation to the fli'orc. 

In the afternoon, about two o’clock, we difeovered 
a pretty high ifland to the wedwa’rd. Some time after 
perceiving other rocks and iflands in the fame quarter, 
but not being able to weather them before night came 
on, we bore up between them and the main land. In 
the evening a double canoe, built after the fame fafliioii 
as thofe of Otaheitc, came up, when Tupia entered 
into a frieiidly converfation with the Indians, .and was 
told that the ifland, clofc to which we lay, was called 
Mowtohora. It was but a few miles iVom the main 
land, pretty high, but of no great extent. We ima¬ 
gined the dilpoiition of the Indians, from their talk 
with Tupia, to be in our favour, but, when it was 
dark they began their ufual falute, i)y pouring a volley 
of ftones into the fliip and then retreated. South-weft 
by weft of this ifland, upon the main land, and in 
the center of a large plain, is a high circular mcnintain, 
to which we gave the name of Mofint Edgecombe. It 
is very confpicuous, and is feated in latitude 37 dc^. 
59 min. longitude 193 deg. 7 min. ' 

The next morning, bcirtgthc 2nd, a number pf ca- 
riocs appeared, and One, which proved to be the fame 
that had pelted us the night before, came up. After 
converfing with Tupia, and behaving peaceably about 
an hour, they complimented us with another volley of 
ftones. We returned the falute by firing a mufket, 
\vhich made them inftantly take to their paddles. Be¬ 
tween ten and clev'cn we failed between a low flat ifland 
and the main land. The laft appeared to be of a mo¬ 
derate height-, but level, full of plantations and vil¬ 
lages. The villages were upon the high land next 
thefea, more cxtenftvc than any we had (cen, and fur- 
rounded by a ditch, and a bank with rails on the top 
of it. There were fonic inclofures thif rcfemblcd forts, 
and the whole had the appearance of places calculated 
for defeijcc. 

On the 3d, Vve pafTcd the night near a fmall ifland, 
which Capt. Cook named the Mayor; and at feven in 
the morning, diftant from hence about lik leagues, wc 
difeovered a cluftcr rtf fmall ifiands, which wc called 
the Court of Aldermen. I hefc w ere twelve miles from 
the main, between which were other fmall iflands, 
tnoftly barren, but very high. The afpeef of the main 
land was now much changed, the foil appearing tb be 
barren, and the ebuhtry very thinly inhabited. The 
chief who governed jhe diftrici;! from Cape Turriagain 
to this Coaft was named Teratu. In the afternoon 
three canoes, built differently from thbfe alrcadyincn- 
tioncd, came along-fidc the Endeavour. I'hcy were 
formed of the trunks of whole trees, rendered hollow' 
by burning; but they were not carved, nor in any man¬ 
ner ornamented. Wenow^ fiiilcd towards an inlet that 
had been difeovered, and having anchored in feven fa¬ 
thom water, the Ihip was fooii furroimded by a num¬ 
ber of canoes, and the people on board them did not 
feem difpofed for fomc time to commit any ads of hof- 
tility. A bird being Ihot by one of our crew, fome In¬ 
dians, without file wing any fiirprifc brought it on 
board; and for their civility the captain gave them a 
piece ol cloth. But this favour operated upon them 
uia difterent manner than Wtis expeded ; for w hen it 
"as dark, they begun a fong of defiance, and endea¬ 
voured to carry oft' the buoy of the anchor; and not- 
withftanding fomc mufqucts were fij'cd at them, they 
lecnicd rather to be irritated than frightened. They 
even threatened to return the next moi ning; but on 

unday night eleven of them were to be feen. and thefc 
retired when they found the Ihin’s crew were upon 
tbcir guard. ^ ^ 

k)ji the 4ih at day break no Icfs than twelve canoes 


made their appearance, containing near two hundred 
men, armed w ith fpcars, lances, and ftones, w ho feemed 
determined to attack the ftiip, and would have board¬ 
ed her, had they know n on what quarter they could 
bell: have made their attack. While they were padd¬ 
ling round her, which kept the crew upon the watch 
in the rain, "I'upia, at the requeft of the captain, ufed 
a number of diftiiafive arguments, to prevent their 
carrying their apparent defigns into execution j but we 
could only pacify them by the fire of our muikets: 
they then laid alidc their hoftile intentions, and began 
to trade ; yet they could not retrain from their fraudu¬ 
lent pradiccs ; for after they had fairly bartered two of 
their weapons, they would not deliver up a third, for 
which they had received cloth, and only laughed at 
thofe w ho demanded an equivalent. The oft'ender was 
wounded w ith fmall ftiot; but his countrymen took 
not the Icaft notice of him, and continued to trade 
w ithout any difcompofurc. When another canoe was 
ftruck tor their nial-piaCtices, the natives behaved in 
the fame manner; but if a round was fired over or near 
them, they fill paddled away. Thus wc found, that 
theft and chicane, were as prevalent among the inha¬ 
bitants of New Zealand, as thofe of Otaheite. In 
fcarchiiig for an anchoring place, the captain faw 
a fortified village upon a high point, and having fixed 
upon a proper fpot, he returned; upon w hich w e 
weighed, run in nearer to the fliore, and caft anchor 
upona fandy bottom, in four fathom and a half water. 
I he fouth point of the bay bore due caft, diftant one 
mile, and a river which the boats can enter at low wa¬ 
ter fouth fouth-caft, diftant a mile and an half. 

On the 5th, in the morning, the Indians came off 
to the Ihip again, who behaved much better than they 
had done the preceding day. An old man in particular 
named To java, teftified his prudence and honefty, to 
whom and a friend with him, the captain prelented 
fome nails, and two pieces of Englilh clotlt lojava 
informed us, that they were often vifited by frcc-bootcrs 
from the north, who ftripped them of all they could lay 
their hands on, and at times made captives of their 
wives and children; and that being ignorant who the 
Engliih were upon their firft arrival, the natives had 
bccTi much alarmed, but w'crc now fatisfied of their 
good intentions. He added, that for their fccurity a- 
gainft thofe plunderers, their hoiifcs were built conti¬ 
guous to the tops of the rocks, w here they could bet¬ 
ter defend thcmfclvcs. Probably their poverty and mi- 
fery may be aferibed to the ravages of thofe who fre¬ 
quently ftript them of every ncceirary of life. Having 
difpatchcd the long-boat and pinnace into the bay to 
haul and dredge forfilb, but with little fuccefs, the In¬ 
dians on the banks teftified their fricndftiip by everv 
polfiblc means. They brought us great quantities of 
filh drclTcd and dried, which though indifferent, wc 
purchafed, that trade might not be dlicouraged. They 
alfo fupplied us with wood and good water. While 
we were out w ith our guns, the people w ho ftaid by the 
boars faw' two of the natives fight. The battle was 
begun w ith their lances; but fomc old men taking 
thefc away, they were obliged to decide the quarrel, 
like Englilhmcn, with their'lifts. For fomc time they 
boxed w ith great vigour and pcrfevcrancc, but at length 
they all retired behind a little hill, lb that our people 
were prevented from feeing the illuc of the combat. 
At this time the Endeavour being very foul, Ihe was 
heeled, aiki her bottom fenibbed in the bay. 

Gn the 8th, wc were vifited by fevcral canoes, in 
one of which was Tojava, who, deferying tw o canoes, 
haftened back again to the fliorc, apprehending they 
were freebooters; but finding his miftakc, he foon re¬ 
turned; and the Indians fupplied us with as much ex¬ 
cellent filh as ferved the whole ihip s company- I'his 
day a variety of plants were collected by Mr. Banks and 
Doctor Solander, who had never obferved any of the 
kind before. I'hey ftaid on Ihorc till near dark, when 
they obferved how the natives difpofed of thcmfclvcs 
during the night. 'I'hcy had no fiickcr but a few 
Ihrubs. 'fhe men lay neareft the fca in a lemicirculur 
form; and the women and children moft diftant from 
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t. They had no king whofe fovereignty they acknow¬ 
ledged, a circuniflance not to be paralleled on any 
other parts of the coaft. 

Early in the morning of the 9th the Indians brought 
in their canoes a prodigious quantity of mackrel, of 
which one fort were exactly the fame w ith thofe caught 
in England. They fold them at a low rate, and they 
were not lefs w elcome to us on that account Thefe 
canoes were fucceeded by others equally loaded with 
the fame fort of filh ; and the cargoes purchafcd were 
fo great, that every one of the Ihips company w’ho 
could get fait, cured as many as would fcrve him for a 
month’s provilion. The Indians frequently refort to 
the bay in parties to gather (hell-fifli, of w'hich it af¬ 
fords an incredible plenty. Indeed wherever we w ent, 
whether on the hills, or through the vales, in the woods 
or on the plains, w e faw many waggon loads of fliells 
in heaps, fome of which appeared frelh, others very 
old. 

This being a very clear day, Mr. Green, the aflro- 
nomcr, landed withr oth^. gentlemen to obferve the 
tranfit of Mercur)^ The pbfervation of the ingrefs 
was made by Mr. Green alpine, and Capt. Cook took 
the fun’s altitude to aYeer-tain the time. While the ob- 
fervation w'^s making, a canoe, with various commo¬ 
dities on board, came along-lide the fhip; and Mr. 
Gore, the officer w ho had then the command, being 
defirous of encouraging them to traffic, produced a 
piece of Otaheitean cloth, of more value than any tliey 
had yet feen, w^hich was immediately feized by one of 
the Indians,, who obftinately refufed cither to return it, 
or give any thing in exchange : he paid dearly how ever 
for his temerity, being fliot dead on the fpot. The 
death of this young Indian alarmed all the refi: ,* they 
fled wdth great precipitancy, and, forthe prefent, could 
not be induced to renew their traffick with the Englifh. 
But when the Indians on fliorc had heard the particulars 
related by Tojava, who greatly condemned the condudl 
of the deceafed, they feemed to think that he had me¬ 
rited his fate. His name was Otirreeonooe. This tranf- 
aclion happened, as has been mentioned, whilft the 
obfervation was making of the tranlit of Mercury, when 
the weather was fo favourable, that the w hole tranfit 
W'as viewed, without a cloud intervening. The tranfit 
commenced feven hours, 20 min. 58 fee. By Mr. 
Green’s obfcr\'ation the internal contad: was at 12 hours, 
eight min. 57 fee. the external at 12 hours nine min. 
5 5 fee. the latitude 30 deg. 48 min. five fee. In con- 
fequence ol' this obfervation having been made here, 
thi-s bay w^as called Mercuiy Bay. 

On the loth, Mr. Banks,Dr. blander,and the captain 
went in boats to infped a large river that runs into the 
bay. They found it broader fome miles within than at 
the mouth, and interfeded into a number of fireams, 
by fevcral fm-all iHands, w hich w'ere covered with trees. 
On the call: fide of the river, the gentlem.en fliot fome 
fiiags, which proved very good eating. The (bore 
abounded with fifii of various kinds, fuch as cockles, 
clams, and oyfiers; and here were alfo ducks, fhags, 
and curlieus, with other wild fowl in great plenty. At 
the mouth of the river there was good anchorage in five 
fathom water. The gentlemen were received with 
great hofpitality by the inhabitants of a little village on 
the call: fide of the river. There arc there the remains of 
a fort called Eppah, on a peninfula that projeds into the 
river, and it was calculated for defending a fmall num¬ 
ber againfi: a greater force. From the remains, it never- 
thcleis feemed to have been taken and partly defiroyed. 
The Indians fup before fun-fet, w-hen they eat fifh and 
birds baked or roaflcd; they roafl: them upon a Hick, 
fiuck in the ground near the fire, and bake them in 
tlie manner the dog was baked, which the gentlemen 
eat at George’s I Hand. A female mourner was prefent 
at one of their fuppers j flie was fcated upon the ground, 
and wept inccffantly, at the fame time repeating feme 
feiitcnces in a doleflil manner, but which Tupia could 
not explain; at the termination of each period Ihc cut 
herfclf w'ith a Hiell upon her breafi, her hands, or her 
face; notvvithftanding this bloody fpedacle greatlyaf- 
fcded the gentlemen prefent, yet all the Indians who 
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fat by her, except one, were quite unmoved. The geiu 
tlemcn faw fome, w'ho from the depth of their fears 
mufi, upon thefe occafions, have w^ounded thcmfclves 
more violently. 

Great plenty of oyfierS w^re procured from a bed 
which had been difeovered, and they proved exceed¬ 
ingly good. Next day the fliip was vifited by two 
canoes, with unknown Indians; after fome invitation 
they came on board, and they all trafiicked without 
any fraud. Two fortified villages being deferted, the 
Captain, wuth Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solandcr, went to 
examine them. The fmalleft w^as romantically fituated 
upon a rock, which was arched ; this village did not 
confift of above five or fix houfes, fenced round. There 
was but one path, which was very narrow, that con- 
duded to it. The gentlemen were invited by the in¬ 
habitants to pay them a vifit, but not having time to 
fparc, took another route, after having made prefents to 
the fimalcs. A body of men, women, and children now 
approached the gentlemen; thefe proved to be the in¬ 
habitants of another town, which they propofed vifiting. 
They gave many teftimones of their friendly difpoli- 
tions; among others they uttered the word Heromai, 
which according to Tupia’s interpretation, implied 
peace, and appeared much fatisfied, when informed 
the gentlemen intended vifiting their habitations. 
Their towm was named Wharretouwa. It is feated on 
a point of land over the fca, on the north fide of the 
bay, and was pailed round, and defended by a double 
ditch. Within the ditch a ftage is eredlcd for defend¬ 
ing the place in cafe of an attack; near this ftage, 
quantities of darts and ftones are depofited that they 
may always be in readinefs to repel the affailants. 
There is another ftage to command the path that leads 
to the town; and there were fome out-works. The 
place feemed calculated to hold ou^ a confiderable time 
againft an enemy armed with no other weapons than 
thofe of the Indians. It appeared however deficient in 
water for holding out a fiege. Inftead of bread, they 
had fern root, w^hich w'as here in great plenty, with 
dried fifti. Very little of the land was cultivated, and 
fweet potatoes and yams were the only vegetables to 
be found. There are tw'o rocks near the fort of this 
fortification, both feparated from the main land ; they 
are very fmall, npverthelefs they are not without dw^eU 
ling-houfes and little fortifications. In their engage¬ 
ments, thefe Indians dirow ftones with their hands, 
being deftitute of a fling, and thofe and lances are their 
only miftible weapons; they have, befides the paroo- 
patoo, already deferibed, a ftaff about five feet in length 
and another ftiorter. We failed from this bay, after 
having taken poftelTion of it in the name of the king of 
Great Britain, on the 15th of November. Tojava, who 
vifited us in his canoe juft before our departure, faid, he 
fhould prepare to retire to his foit as f^n as the Eng- 
lilh were gone, as the relations of Otirreonooe had 
threatened to take his life, as a forfeit for that of the 
deceafed, Tojava being judged partial in this affair to 
the Englifh. 

Towards the north-weft, a number of iflands of dif¬ 
ferent fizes appeared, which were named Mercury 
IHands; Mercury Bay lies in latitude 36 deg. 47 min. 
fouth; longitude 184 deg. 4 min. weft, and has a fmall 
entrance at its mouth. On account of the number of 
oyfters found in the river, the captain gave it the name 
of Oyfter River: Mangrove River (which the captain 
fo called from the great number of thofe ti'ccs that grew 
near it) is the moft fecure place for (hipping, being at 
the head of the bay. The north-weft lide of this bay 
and river appeared much more fertile than the caft fide. 
The inhabitants, though numerous, have no plantations. 
Their canoes are very indifferently conftruded, and are 
not ornamented at all. They lie under continual ap- 
prehenfions ofTcrratu,beingconfideredbyhim as rcbclst 
Shore iron fand is to be found in plenty on this coaft> 
which proves that there are mines of metal up the 
country, it being brought down from thence by a ri¬ 
vulet. 

On the 18th in the morning, we fteered between the 
main, and an ifland which feemed very fertile, and as 
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extenfive as Ulietca. Several canoes filled with In¬ 
dians, came along-fide here, and the Indiana fang their 
war fong, but the Endeavour's people paying them no 
attention, they threw a volley of ftoncs, and then pad- 
died away; however they J^rcfcntly returned their infults. 
Tupia fpokc to them, making ufeof his old arguments, 
that inevitable deftrudion would enfuc if tliey perlified; 
they anfwered by brandifiiing their weapons^ intima¬ 
ting, that if the Englifit durfi: come on fiiore, they 
would defiroy them all. Tupia ftill continued in ex- 
pofiulating with them, but to no purpofe; and they 
foon gave another volley of dories ; but upon a muf- 
quet being fired at one of their boats, they made a pre¬ 
cipitate retreat. We cart anchor in 23 fathom water 
in the evening, and early the next morning failed up an 
inlet. Soon after two canoes came off, and fome of the 
Indians came on board : they knew Tojava very well, 
and called Tupia by his name. Having received from 
us foitic prefents, they retired peaceably, and apparently 
highly gratified. 

On Monday the 20th, after having run five leagues 
from the place where, wc had anchored the night be¬ 
fore, we came to an anchor in a bay called by the 
natives Ooahaouragee. Capt. Cook, Mr. Banks, Dr. 
Solander, and others fet ofr’ in the pinnace to examine 
the bottom of the bay, and found the inlet end of a 
river, about nine miles above the friip. We entered 
into the fame with the firfi: of the flood, and before we 
had proceeded three miles, the water was pcrfedlly frelli. 
Here we fiiw an Indian town, built upon a fmall dry 
fand-bank, and entirely furrounded by a deep mud; 
the inhabitants of w hich w ith much cordiality invited 
us to land, and gave us a mofl: friendly reception. Wc 
were now fourteen miles up the river, and finding little 
alteration in the face of the country, we landed on the 
well fide to examine the lofty trees which adorned its 
banks, and w ere of a kind that wc had not feen before. 
Ac the entrance of a wood wc met with one ninety- 
eight feet high from the ground, quite flrait, and nine¬ 
teen feet in circumference; and as wc aclvanced we 
found others ftill larger. I'he wood of thefe trees is 
very heavy, not fit for mafts but would make exceeding 
fine planks. Our carpenter, who was with us, obferv- 
ed, that the timber rcfcmbled that of the pitch pine 
which is lightened by tapping. There were alfo trees 
ol other kinds, all unknow n to us, fpccimcns of which 
wc brought away. Wc reimbarked about three o’clock 
with the firft of the ebb, and Capt. Cook gave to the 
river the name of the Thames, it having a refemblancc 
Co the river of that name in England. It is not fo deep, 
but it is as broad as the Thames is at Greenwich, and 
the tide ol flood is as ftrong. On the evening of the 
2111 wc reached the Ihip, all extremely tired, but happy 
at being on board. 

On the 22d, early in the morning, w'e made fail, 
and kept plying till the flood obliged us once more to 
come to an anchor. The C aptain and Dr. Solander 
went on fhore to. the weft, but made no obfervations 
w\yth relating. After thefe gentlemen departed, the 
flup was furrounded with canoes, which kept Mr. 
Banks on board, that he might trade with the Indians, 
who bartered their arms and cloaths for paper, taking 
no unfair advantages. But though they were in ge¬ 
neral honeft in their dealings, one of them took a 
fancy to a halt minute glafs, and being detected in fe- 
Cictingthc fame, it w'as refolvcd to give him a fmatch 
tJl the cat-o’ninc-tails. The Indians interfered to flop 
fc current of jufticc; but being oppofed they got 
f cir ariivs from their canoc.5, and fome of the people 
jn them attempted to get on board. Mr. Banks and 
/ipia now coming upon deck, the Indians applied to 
njjia, informed them of the nature of the of- 
enders intended puniflimcnt, and that he had no in- 
ucncc over Mr. Hicks, the commanding ofliccr. They 
^ppeared paciJicd, and the criminal received not only 
^^•■^''"■ards a good drubbing from an old 
i ho was thought to be his father. The canoes 
mediately u»cnt ofr, the Inmans faying, they Ihould 
return again on board, lupia, however, 
them back, but they feemed to have loft tliat 


confidence which they before repofed in us. Thcii' 
ftay was ftiort, and after their departure we faw theni 
not again, though they had proitiifcd ro return’ with 
fome fiff. 

On the 23d, the w'cathel’ ftill -continuing unfavour¬ 
able, and the wind contrary, wc kept plying down the 
river, anchoring between the tides ; and at the north- 
weft extremity of the Thames, w^e paffed a poirtt of 
land w hich the captain called Point Rodney j and ano¬ 
ther, at the north-eaft extremity, when we entered the 
bay, he named Cape Colville, in honour of Loj*d Col¬ 
ville. Not being able to approach land, we had but a 
diftant view of rhe main for a courfe of near thirty 
miles. Under the name of the river Thames, the cap¬ 
tain comprehended the whole bay. Cape Colville is to 
be diftinguifhed by a high rock, and lies in 36 deg. 26 
min. of fouth. latitude, and 194 deg. 27 min. weft lon¬ 
gitude. The Thames runs fouth by eaft from the Ibu- 
thern point of the cape. In feime parts it is three 
leagues over, for about fourteen leagues, after which 
it becomes narrower. In fomc/parts of the bay the 
water is 26 fiithoms deep; the depth diminifties gra¬ 
dually, and in general the anchorage is good.- To lomtl 
iflands that flieltcr it from the fea Captain Cook gave 
the name of Barrier Iflands; they ftrctch north-weft: 
and fouth-caft ten leagues. The country feemed to be 
thinly inhabited; the natives are well made, ftrong, and 
aeftive; their bodies arc painted with red ocre, and 
their canoes, which arc well conftructed, were orna- 
menred with carved W'ork. 

On the 24th, wc continued ftccring along -the fliore 
between the iflands and the main; and in the evening 
anchored in an open bay, in about fourteen fathom 
water. Here wc caught a large number of filli of the 
feienne, or bream kind, enough to fupply the whole 
fliip’s company with provifion for tw’O days. From 
our fuccefs Capt. Cook named this place Bream Bay, 
and the extreme points at the north end of the bay he 
called Bream Head. Several pointed rocks ftand in a 
range upon the top of it, and fome fmall iflands which 
lie b^efore it were called the Hen and Chickens. It is 
fituated in latitude 35 deg. 46 min, fcventccn leagues 
north-weft of Cape C olville. There is an extent of 
land, of about thirty miles, between Point Rodney and 
Bream Head, woody and low. No inhabitants were vi-* 
fiblc; hut from the fires perceived at night, w^e con* 
eluded it w as inhabited. 

On the 25th, early in the morning, w’clcft the bay,.- 
and continued our courfe flowly to the northward, at 
noon our latitude w as 36 deg. 36 min. fouth, and we faw 
fome iflands w'hich we named the Poor JCnights, at 
norch-eaft by north, diftant three leagues; the norther- 
moft land in fight bore N. N. W. wc were now at the 
diftance of two miles from the fl-iorc,and had twenty-fix 
fathom water. Upon the iflands were a few towns that 
appeared fortified, and the land round them feemed 
well inhabited. 

On the 26th, towards night, feveri large canoes came 
off to us, w'ith about two hundred men. Some of the 
Indians came on board, and let us know^, that they had 
an account of our arrival. Thefe were followed by 
two larger canoes, adorned with carving. The In¬ 
dians, alter having held a conference, came a-longfide 
of the vcffcl. They were anned with various weapons, 
and feemed to be of the higher order. Their patoo-pa- 
toos w ere made of ftone and w'halc-bonc, ornamented 
with dog’s hair, and were held in high eftimation. 
Their complexion w'as darker than that of thofe to the 
fouth, and their faces wereftained w’ith amoco. They 
were given to pilfering, of which one of them gave 
an inftance pretending to barter a piece of talc, wrought 
into the fbapeof an axe, for a piece of cloth ; nor was 
he difpofed to fulfil his agreement, till w^e compelled 
him to do it, by firing a imifqucr over his head, which 
brought him back to the ftiip, and he returned the 
cloth. At three in the afternoon w'C paffed a remark-^ 
able high point of land, beari^ w'eft, and it was called 
Cape Brett, in honour of Sir Piercy Brett. At the 
point of this cape is a round high hillock, and north- 
caftbv north, diftant about a mile, is a. curious arched 
N tock, 
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like that which has been already deferibed. This cape, 
or at lead part of it, is called by the natives Motugo- 
go, and lies in 35 deg. 10 min. 30 fee. fouth latitude, 
and in 185 deg. 23 min. weft longitude. To the fouth- 
weft by weft is a bay, in which is many fmall iftands, 
and the point at the north-w'eft entrance the captain 
named Point Pococke. There are many villages on 
the main as well as on the iftands, which aj)peared 
well inhabited, and feveral canoes lifted with Indians 
made to the Ihip, and in the cOurfc of bartering fhewed 
the fame inclination to defraud as their neighbours. 
Thefe Indians w'erc ftrong and well proportioned; their 
hair black, and tied up in a bunch ftuck with feathers: 
their chiefs had garments made of fine cloth, decorated 
w ith dog’s fkin; and they were tataowed like thofe who 
had laft appeared. 

On the 27th, at eight in the morning, wc found our- 
felvcs within a mile of many fmall iftands, laying clofe 
under the main, at the diftance of twenty-two miles 
from Cape Brett. Jticre we lay about two hours, du 
ring which time feveral canoes came off from the 
iftands, which we called Cavalles, the name of fomc 
fifh which w’e purchafed of the Indians. Thefe peo¬ 
ple were very infolent, ufing many frantic gefturcs, and 
pelting us with ftoncs. Nor did they give over their 
infults, till fomc fmall fhot hit one who had a ftonc in 
his hand. A general terror was now fpread among 
them, and they aft made a very precipitate retreat. For 
feveral days the w ind was fo very unfavourable, that 
the vclTel rather loft than gained ground. 

On the 29th, having weathered Cape Brett, wc bore 
away to Icew ard, and got into a large bay, where w c an¬ 
chored on the fputh-weft fide of feveral iftands, and 
Suddenly came into four fathoms and half water. 
Upon founding, found wc had got upon a bank, 
and accoidlngly weighed and dropped over it, and 
anchored again in ten fathoms and a half, after which 
W'c were furrounded by thirty-three large canoes, con¬ 
taining near three hundred Indians aft armed. Some 
of them w'erc admitted on boards and Captain Cook 
gave a piece of broad cloth to one of the chiefs, and 
fomc fmall prefents to the other. They traded peace¬ 
ably forfome time, being terrified at the fire-arms, with 
the cfte(flsof which they were not unacquainted; but 
whilft the captain was at dinner, on a iignal given by 
one of the chiefs, aft the Indians quitted the ftiip, and 
attempted to tow away the bOoy ; a mufquct was now 
fired over them, but it produced no eftedt; fmall fhot 
w-as then fired at them, but it did not reach them. A 
ja^nfquct loaded with ball, was therefore ordered to be 
fired, and Otegoowgoow'(fon of one of the chiefs) was 
wounded in the thigh by it, which induced them imme 
diatcly to throw the buoy overboard. To complete their 
confulion, a round fliot was fired, w hich reached the 
ftiorc, and as foon as they landed, they ran in fcarch of 
it. If thefe Indians had been under any kind of mi¬ 
litary difeipline, they might have proved a much more 
formidable enemy; but ading thus, without any [.Ian 
or regulation, they only expofed thcmfclvcs to the an¬ 
noyance of the fire-arms, whilft they could not pof- 
fibly fuccced in any of their defigns. The Captain, 
Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solandcr, bntied upon the iftand, 
^nd the Indians in the canoes foon after came on fliorc. 
The gentlemen w cre in a fmall cove, and were prefently 
furrounded by near 400 armed Indians ; but the cap¬ 
tain not fufpedling any hoftilc delign on the part of the 
natives, remained peaceably difpofed. I’hc gentle¬ 
men, marching towards them, drew a line, intimating 
that they were not to pafs it: they did not infringe upon 
this boundary for fomc time ; but at length, they fang 
the fong of defiance, and began to dance, whilft a 
party attempted to draw^ the Endeavour’s boat on 
ihore, thefe fignaJ^j for an attack being immediately 
followed by the Indians breaking in upon the line; the 
gentlemen judged it time to defend thcmfclvcs, and ac¬ 
cordingly the captain fired his mufquet,. loaded with 
fmall fhot, w hich was feconded by Mr. Banks’s dif- 
charging his piece, and two of the men follow ed his ex¬ 
ample. This threw the Indians into confulion, and they 
rcticatcd, but were rallied again by one of the chiefs. 


who fhouted and w aved his patoo-patoo. The Do^or 

now pointed his mufquct at this hero, and hit him 1 
this ftopped his career, and he took to flight with the 
other Indians. They retired to an eminence in a col¬ 
lected body, and feemed dubious w'hethcr they fhould 
return to the charge. I'hcy were now at too great a 
diftance for a baft to reach them, but thefe operations 
being obferved from the fhip, (lie brought her broad- 
fide to bear, and by firing over them, foon difperfed 
them. The Indians had in their fkirmifli two of their 
people wounded, but none killed : peace being thus rc- 
ftored, the gentlemen began to gather celery and other 
herbs, but fufpc(iting that fome of the natives were 
lurking about with evil deligns, they repaired to a cave, 
which was at a finall diftance. Here they found the 
chief, who had that day received a prefent from the 
Captain; he came forth with his wife and brother, and 
(blicitcd their clemency. It appeared, that one of the 
wounded Indians was a brother of this chief, who was 
under great anxiety left the w ound fliould prove mortal, 
but his grief was in a great degree alleviated, when he 
w as mack acquainted w ith the different efteds of fmall 
Ihot and baft; he was at the fame time affured, that 
upon any farther hoftilities being committed, baft would 
be ufed. This interview terminated very cordially, af¬ 
ter fomc trifling prefents were made to the chief and 
his companions. The prudence of the gentlemen can¬ 
not be much commended: for had thefe 400 Indians 
boldly rulhed in upon them at once with their weapons, 
the mufquetry could have done very Iktlc execution; 
but fuppofing twenty or thirty of the Indians had been 
wounded, as it docs not appear their pieces were loaded 
with ball, but only fmall Ihot, there would have re¬ 
mained a fufficicnc number to have maflacred them, as 
it appears they do not give any quarter, and none could 
have been expeded upon this occafion. It is true, when 
the ftiip brought her broadlide to bear, flie might have 
made great havock amongft the Indians; but this 
would have been too late to fave die party on ftiore.— 
Being in their boats, the Englifti row'cd to another part 
of the fame iftand, w hen landing and gaining an emi¬ 
nence, they had a very agreeable and romantic view of 
a great number of fmall iftands, well inhabited and cul¬ 
tivated. The inhabitants of an adjacent town ap¬ 
proached unarmed, and teftified great humility and 
lubmifTion. Some of the party on fhorc who had been 
very violent for having the Indians punifticd for their 
fraudulent conduct, werenow guhicy oftrerpafles equally 
reprchenlible, having forced into fome of the planta¬ 
tions, and dug up potatoes. The captain, upon this 
occafion fhewed Itricft juftice in punifliing each of the 
oflenders with twelve ladies: one of them being very 
refractory upon this occafion, and complaining of the 
hardfliip, thinking an Englifhman had a right to 
plunder an Indian with impunity, received fix addi¬ 
tional lallies for his reward. 

On the 30th, it being a dead calm, two boats were 
fent to found the harbour; when many canoes came up 
and traded with great probity; the gentlemen went 
again on fliorc and met with a very civil reception from 
the natives; and this friendly intcrcourfe continued aft 
the time they remained in the bay, w^hich was feveral 
days. Being upon a vifit to the old chief, he ftiew ed 
them the inftruments ufcj in tataovving, which were 
very like thofe employed at Otaheite upon the like oc¬ 
cafion. They faw the man who had been wounded by 
the ball, when the attempt was made to carry oft the 
fhip's buoy ; and though it had gone through the flcfhy 
part of his arm, it did not feem to give him th« leaft 
pain or uncafinefs. 

On Tuefday the 5th of December in the morning, 
we weighed anchor, but were foon becalmed, and a 
ftrong current fetting tow'ards the ftiore, wc were 
driven in w ith fuch rapidity, that we expedled every 
moment to be run upon the breakers, w'hich appeared 
above water not more than a cable’s length diftance, 
and wc were fo near the land, that Tupia, who was to¬ 
tally ignorant of the danger, held a converfation w ith 
the Indians, who were Handing on the bcaiih* 
were happily rcCcvcd however, from tht^ alarming fitua- 
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tion by a frclh breeze fuddenly fpringing up from the 
fhoie, '1 he bay which we had left was called the Bay of 
illands, on account of the numerous iflands it contains; 
ve caught but few fi(h while we lay there, but pro¬ 
cured great plenty from the natives, Uho were ex¬ 
tremely expert in filhing, and difplaycd great ingenuity 
in the form of their nets, which were made of a kind of 
grafs; they were two or three hundred fathoms in 
length, and remarkably ftrong, and they have them in 
fuch plenty that it is fcarccly pollible to go a hundred 
yards without meeting with numbers lying in heaps. 
Thcfe people did not appear to be under the govern¬ 
ment of any particular chief or fovercign, and they 
feemed to live in a pcrfcCl Hate of friendlhip, notwich- 
ftanding their villages were fortified. According to 
their obfervations upon the tides, the flood comes from 
the fouth, and there is a current from the weft. 

• On the 7th of December, being Thurfday, fcvcral 
obfemtions of the fun and moon were made, where¬ 
by wc found our latitude to be 185 deg. 36 min. weft. 
In the afternoon we were clofe under the Cavalles. Se¬ 
veral canoes put off and followed the Endeavour, but a 
light breeze fpringing up, we did not wait for them. The 
hext niorning, being the 8th, at ten o’clock wc tacked 
and ftood m for the Ihorc, from which we were diftant 
nearly fix leagues. By day-light on the 9th wc were 
in w'ith the land, about feven leagues to the weftward 
of the Cavalles; and foon after came to a deep bay, 
which was named Doubtlefs Bay. The entrance thereto 
is formed by two }X)ints, diftant from each other five 
miles, and which lie weft north-weft and caft fouth-caft. 
The wind preventing us putting in here, wc ftecred 
for the weftermoft land in light and before wc got the 
length of it, we wene becalmed. During the calm we 
werevifited by fcveral canoes; but the Indians having 
heard of our guns, were afraid to come on board ; how¬ 
ever we bought fomc of their fiJh, and learned from 
them, by the aftiftanceof Tupia, that wc were about 
two days fail from a place called Moore Whennua, 
where the land changed its fliapc, and turning to the 
fouth extended no more weftward. This place was 
concluded to be the land difeovered byTafman, w’hich 
he called Cape Maria Van Diemen. They alfo inform¬ 
ed us, that to the north-north-weft there was an ex- 
tenfive country' difeovered by their anceftors, which 
they named Ulimaroa, w here the inhabitants lived upon 
hogs, called in their language Booah, the very name 
given them, by thofe who inhabited the South-fea 
Illands. 

On Sunday the loth, a breeze fpringing up, wc ftood 
oifto the north, and found by ob^er^ation our latitude 
to be 34. deg. 44 min. fouth. On the 11 th, early in the 
morning the land, with which wc ftood in, appeared 
low and barren, but not deftitute of inhabitants. It 


forms a pcninfula, which the captain called Knuckle 
Point, and the bay that lies contiguous thereto he 
named Sandy Bay. In the middle of this is a high 
mountain, which we called Mount Camel, on account 
of its refcmblancc to that animal. Wc law one village 
on the weft fide of this mount, and another on the caft. 
fide. Several canoes put off but could not reach the 
fhip, which tacked, and ftood to the northward, till the 
afternoon of the 12th, when flic ftood to the norrh-eaft. 
Towards night wc w-erc brought under double reefed 
topfails ; and in the morning it was fo tempeftuous as 
to rplit the main topfail and the fore mizen-top fails. 
Early in the morning of the 14th wc faw land to the 
fouthward, at thediftance of eight of nine leagues ; and 
on the 15th wc tacked and ftood to the weftward. 
On tlic 16th we difeovered land from the maft head, 
bearing fouth-fouth-weft. On Sunday the 17th we 
tacked in thirty five fathom, and found we had not 
gained one inch to windward the laft twenty-four 
hours. Wc faw a point of land, the northern extremity 
of New Zealand, which Capt. Co<:)k named North 
Cape. It lies in latitude 34 deg. 22 min. fouth, and 
in 185 deg. 55 min. weft longitude; we continued 
ftanding oiF and on till the 23d when about feven 
o’clock wc difeovered land bearing fouth half caft. 

On th' 24th wc faw' the fame land fouth-eaft by Ibuth 
four leagues diftant, w hich we judged to be the Illands 
of the Three Kings. The chief of thefe is in latitude 
34 deg. 12 min. fouth, and 187 deg. 48 min. weft: 
longitude, and diftant about 14 and 15 leagues from 
North Cape. Mr. Banks went out in the long-boat 
and fhot fomc birds that nearly refemblcd geefc, and 
they were very good eating. On Chriftmas-day, De^ 
cemberthe 2jth, wc tacked, and ftood to the fouthward. 
On the 26th we liad no land in fight, and were twenty- 
leagues to the weftward of North Cape. At mid-night 
wc tacked and ftood to the northward. On the 27th 
it blew a ftorm from the caft, accompanied with heavy 
fliovvcrs of rain, which corhpclled us to bring the ftiip 
to, under her mainfail. The gale continued till ThurU 
day the 28ch, when it fell about two o’clock in the 
morning; but at eight increafed to a hurricane, w'ith 
a prodigious fca. At noon the gale fomewhat abated, 
but we had ftill heavy fqualls. On the 29th in the 
evening, wc wore and ftood to the north-weft. On 
Saturday the 30th, we faw land bearing north-caft;^ 
which we concluded to be Maria van Diemen; and it 
correfponded with the account we had received of it 
from the Indians. Wc wore at mid-night, and ftood 
to the fouth-caft. On the 31ft we tacked at feven in 
the evening, and ftood to the weftward. We were 
now diftant from the nearcll land about three leagues, 
and had fomewhat more than forty fathom water* 


CHAP. 


VII. 


e Endeavour coni mm hcYi)oyagey Jaumiry the ifl 1770, round North Cape to ^iccn Charlotte* s Sound-^That part of 
c* cort// dejeribed—TranfaHms in the found—She fails between two ijlands, and returns to Cape l^umagain—A 
Jjocktng cujiom of the inhabitants—A vjfit to a Hippahy and other remarkable particulars—The circum-^^iavigation 
oj m country completed—The roafl and Admiralty Bay deferihed—The departure of the Endeavour from New Zealand, 
esui other remarkable particulars—A defer iptive account of New 7 .caland—Its firft di/eovery /y Ta/man-^S it nation 
am produilions—An account of the inhabitants—Their drefsy ornamentSy and manner of life—Their canoeSy navigeh 
"^caponSy muf.Cy governmenty religiony and language—The arguments in favour of a Southern Continent con- 


A. D. 1770. TAnuary the ift, on Monday at fix in 
u-A «. 1 1 J rnorning, being New Year’s Day, 
ftoiv?^ l^ood to the caftward. At noon wc 

2-7 ^ r ^ yeftward; found our latitude to be 34 deg. 

or Aim*'* diftance from the Three Kings ten 

ahoiif f" and from Cape Maria van Diemen 

Water an hair, in fifty-four fathom 

trenfi;*« ^ i and fiat, 

thennlf^i^" ^^ the fouth-eaft, beyond the reach of 
wc rrer^ remarkable, that at midfummer 

a violent gale of wind, in latitude 350 


fouth; and that we were three weeks in getting ten 
leagues to the weftward, and five weeks in getting fifty 
leagues, for at this time it was fo long fince w e pafTcd 
Cape Brett. 

On the morning of the 4th wc ftood along fiiorc. 
The coaft appeared fandy, barren, dreary, ana inhof- 
pitable. Steering northward on the 6th we faw land 
again, which we luppofcd to be Cape Maria. On the 
7th we had light breeze.s, and were at times be¬ 
calmed, w hen wc faw a fun-fifh, ftiort and thick, with 
two large fins, but fcarcely any tail, rcfcmbling a fiiark 

in 
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VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


Capt. C O O K's 


in colour and ilze. We continued (leering cad till the 
9th, when we were off a point of land, which Capt. 
C(x)k named Woody Head. From the fouth-weft w'e 
alfo faw a fmall ifland, and called it Gannct Ifland. 
Another point, remarkably high to the eall-north-eafl, 
the captain named Albetrofs Point; on the north (ide 
whereof a bay is formed, promifing good anchorage. 
At about two or three leagues diftance from Albetrofs 
Point, to the north ©fift \vc difeovered a remarkable 
high mountain, the peak of which is equal in height 
to that of Tcneriffe. Its fummit was covered with 
fnow, and we gave it the name of mount Egmont, in 
honour of the carl of that name. It lies in latitude 39 
cleg. 16 min. fouth, and 185 deg. 15 min. weft longi¬ 
tude. I'hc countiy round it is exceeding pleafant, 
having an agreeable verdure intcrfected with w'oods, 
and the coaft forms an extenfive cape which Capt. 
Cook named Cape Egmont. To the north of this arc 
two fmall iflands, in the form of a fugar-loaf. This 
day being the 13th we had heavy fliowcrs of rain, ac¬ 
companied with thunder and lightening. We con¬ 
tinued to (leer along the (horc at the diltancc of be¬ 
tween two and three leagues, and between feven and 
.eight had a tranlient view of Mount Edgeombe, which 
bore north-wed diffant about ten leagues. 

On the J4th when failing foiith-caff by fouth, the 
coaft ran more foutherly, and foon after five in the 
morning we faw land, for which we hauled up. At 
noon the north-weft extremity bore fouth 63 weft; and 
fomc high land, in appearance an ifland, bore foutft 
foLith-eaft, diftant five leagues. We were now in ^ bay, 
and by obfervation in latitude 40 deg. 27 min. fouth. 
longitude 1 84 deg. 39 min. well. In the evening, at 
eight o’clock, the land that bore fouth 63 weft, now bore 
north 59 weft,diftant feven leagues, and appeared like an 
iiland. Between this land and Cape Egmont lies the 
bay, on the well-lide of which we were at this time. 
The land here is high and beautifully variegated with 
hills and vales. At this place Capt. Cook propofed to 
careen the ftiip, and to take in a frcfti fuj:)ply of w ood 
and water. Accordingly, 

On the 15rh at day-break, we fleered for an inlet, 
when, it being almoft a calm, the Ihip was carried by a 
current, or the tide, within a cablc’^s length of the fliorc; 
but by the aftiftance of the boats flic got clear. While 
efteding this, w^c faw a fea-lion, anfvvering the deferip- 
tion given of a male one in Commodore Anfon’s voy¬ 
ages. About one o’clock in the afternoon we hauled 
round the fouch-weft point of the iiland, and the in¬ 
habitants of a village were immediately upon feeing 
us up in arms. At two we anchored in a very fafe cove 
on the north-weft (ide of the bay, and moored in eleven 
fathom water, with a foft ground. In palling the point 
of the bay we had obferved an armed ccntinel on duty, 
who was twice relieved ; and now four canoes came off, 
for purpofe, as we imagined, of reconnoitring; for none 
of the Indians would venture on board, except an old 
man who feemed of elevated rank. His countr) men 
expoftulated wuth him, laid hold of him, and took grear 
pains to prevent his coming aboard, but they could not 
divert him from his purpofe. We received him with 
the utmoft civility and hofpitality. Tupia and the old 
man joined nofes,according to the cuftom of the coun¬ 
try, and having received feveral prefents, he retired to 
his affociates, who began to dance and laugh, and then 
retired to their fortified village. Whether their expref- 
lions of joy were tokens of enmity or (riendfliip we 
could not detennine, having fecn them dance when 
inclined both to war and peace. Capt. Cook and other 
gentlemen now went on lliore, at the bottom of the 
cove, w here they met with plenty of w ood, and a fine 
ftream of excellent water, and on hauling thcfeinc w ere 
very fuccefsful, having caught three hundred weight of 
fill in a (hort time, which was equally diftribu ted among 
the (liips company. 

On'the 16th, at day-break wc*were employed in 
careening the bark, w hen three canoes came off with a 
great number of Indians, who brought feveral of their 
women with them, which circumftance was thought to 
be a favourable prefage of their peaceable difpolition; 
3 


but they foon convinced us of our miftake, by attempt'^ 
ing to (lop the long boaf; upon which Captain Cook 
had recourfe to the old expedient of firing dipt over 
their heads, which intimidated them for the prefent; 
they (bon gave frc(h proofs of treacherous dcfigns; 
for one of them fnatched at fome paper from our mar¬ 
ket-man, and mining it, put himfelf in a threatening 
attitude; whereupon fome fliot was fired, which 
wounded him in the knee; but Tupia ftill con¬ 
tinued conveifing with his companions, making en-- 
quiries concerning their traditions reipeding the anti¬ 
quities of their country. FIc alfo afked them, if they 
had ever before feen a (liip as large as the Endeavour ? 
to w hich they replied, that they had not, norever heard, 
that fuch a vcffcl had been on their coaft, though Taf-- 
man certainly touched here, it being only, four miles 
fouth of Murderer’s Bay. In all the coves of this bay 
we found plenty of cuttle fi(h, breams, baracootas, 
gurnard, mackarel, dog-fifti, foies, dabs, mullets, 
drums, fcorpenas, or rock-filb, cole-fifti, ftiags, chi¬ 
meras, See. The inhabitants catch their (ifti in the 
follow ing manner. Their net is cylindrical, extended 
by feveral hoops at the bottom, and contraded at the 
top. The fifh going in to feed upon the bait are caught 
in great abundance. In this ifland are birds of various 
kinds, and in great numbers, particularly parrots, wood- 
pigeens, water hens, hawks, and many different linging 
birds. An herb, a Ipecics of Philadelphus, was ufed 
here inftead of tea, and a plant called Teegoomme, rc-t 
fcmbling rug-cloaks, ferved the natives for garments* 
The environs of the cove where the Endeavour lay is 
covered entirely with wood, and the fupple-jacks are 
fo numerous, that it is with difficulty that paffengers 
can purfue their wiiy; here is a numerous fand-fly, 
that is very difagrecable. The tops of many hills were 
covered with fern. The air of the country is very 
moift, and has fome qualities that promote putrefac¬ 
tion, as birds that had been fliot but a few hours were 
found w ith maggots in them. The women who ac¬ 
companied the men in their canoes, w'ore a head-drefs, 
which we had no where met with before; it was com- 
pofedof black feathers, tied in a bunch ^on the top of 
the head, which greatly increafed its height. The 
manner of their difpofing of their dead is very dif¬ 
ferent to what is prablifed in their fouthern iflands, 
they tic a large (lone to the body, and throw it into the 
(ea. Wc faw' the body of a w'oman who had been dil- 
pofed.of this way, but which, by fome accident had 
difengaged itfclf from the (lone, and was floating upoii 
the water. The Captain, Mr, Bimks, and the doeftor’ 
vilited another cove, about two miles from the fliip., 
There was a family of Indians who were greatly alarmed 
at the approach of thefe gentlemen, alf running away 
except onebut upon Tupia’s converfing w'ii-h him, the. 
others returned. They found, by the provifions of 
this family, that they w ere cannibals, here being feveral 
human bones that had been lately dreffed and picked' 
and it appeared that a (hort time before, (ix of their 
enemies having fallen into their hands, they had killed 
four and eaten them, and that the other two were drown¬ 
ed in endeavouring to make their efcape. They made 
no fccrct of this abominable cuftom, but anfwered Tu¬ 
pia, w ho was dclircd to afeertain the fad:, w'ith great 
compoCure, that his conjedlurcs W'ere juft, that they 
were the bones of a man, and tiiftificd by ligns, that 
they thought human flcfli delicious food. Upon being 
alkcd. Why they had not eaten the body of the \^oman 
that had been floating upon the w ater ? they anfwered. 
She died of a difordcr, and that moreover (lie was re¬ 
lated to dicm, and they n^ver ate any but their enemies. 
Upon Mr. Banks dill teftifying fome doubts concerning 
the fact, one of the Indians drew the bone of a man’s 
arm through his mouth, and this gentleman had the 
curiolity to bring it away with him. There was a wo¬ 
man in this family whofe arms and legs were cut in a 
ftiocking manner, and it appeared (lie had thus wound¬ 
ed herfelf becaufc her hufband had lately been killed 
and eaten by the enemy. Some of the Indians brought 
four (kulls one day to fell, which they rated at a very 
high price. The brains had been taken out, and pr^^" 
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COOK’S FIRST VOYAGE—for imkihg Dilcdveries iri the Round the World. 


bably eaten, but the fkull and hair remained. They 
feemed to have been dried by fire, in order to preferve 
them from putrcfuclion. The gemlemen likewife faw 
the bail of a canoe,, w^iich was made of a human fkull. 
On the w hole their ideas w ere fo horrid and brucifh, 
that they feemed to pride themfclves upon their cruefty 
and barbarity, and took a particular pleafure in fiievv- 
ing the manner in which they killed their enemies, it 
bcii^g confidered as very meritorious to be expert at this 
definition. The method ufed w’as to knock them 
clown with their patoo-patoos, and then rip up their 
bellies. 

Great numbers of birds ufually bc^n their melody 
about two o’clock in the morning, and ferenaded us till 
the time of their riling. This harmony was very a- 
grceable, as the fliip lay at a convenient difiance from 
the fhorc to hear it. Thefe feathered chorifters, like 
the Englifli nightingales, never fing in the day-time. 

On the 17th, the fiiip was vifited by a canoe from the 
hippah, or village j it contained, among others, the 
aged Indian, of fuperior difiindion, who had firfi vi- 
lited the Englilh upon their arrival. In a conference 
which Tupia had with him, he tcfiificd his apprehen- 
fions, that their enemies w'ould very foon vifit them, 
and repay the compliment, for killing and eating the 
four men. On the i Hth, we received no vifit from the 


Indians; but going out in the pinnace to infped: the 
bay, we faw a finglc man in a canoe fifiiing, in the 
manner already deferibed. It was remarkable, that 
this man did not pay the leafi attention to the people 
in the pinnace, but continued to purfuc his employ¬ 
ment even when we came along-lide of him, w ithout 
once looking at us. Some of the Endeavour’s people 
being on fliore, found three human hip bones, clofc to 
an oven ; thclc w'cre brought on board, as well as the 
hair of a man’s head, which was found in a tree. The 
next day a forge was fet up to repair the iion-w drk ; 
and fome Indians vifited the fliip w'ith plenty of filh 
which they bartered very fairly for nails. 

On the ?.oth, in the morning, Mr. Banks purchafed 
of the old Indian a man’s head, which he feemed ver)' 
unwilling to part wnth ; the Ikull had been fraefiured by 
a blow, and the brains were exti’acled, and like the 
others, it w'as preferved from putrefaction. From the 
care with which they kept thefe (kulls, and the reluct¬ 
ance with which they bartered any, it was imagined 
they were confidered as trophies of war, and teftimo- 
nials of their valour. In this day's cxcurfion, wc did 
not meet with a Tingle native ; the ground on every fide 
was quite uncultivated ; but w e difeovered a very good 
.narbour. The fucceeding day the fliip’s company 
were allowed to go on fliorc for their amufement, and 
the gentlemen employed themfclves in fifiiing, in w hich 
they were very fuccelslul. Some of the company in 
tacir cxcurfion met with fortifications that had not the 
advantage of an elevated fituatiyn, but were furround- 
cd by two or three wide ditches, with a draw-bridge, 
luch as, thougli fimple in itsfiruClure, was capable of 
anlwcnng every pur{X)re againft the arms of the na- 
nves. VVithin thefe ditches is a fence, made with 
axes, fixed in the earth. A dccifive conquefi: orvic- 
01 y over the beficgcd, occaTions an entire depopula- 
tionot that difiriCt, as the vanquiflied, not only thofe 
vno arc killed, but the prU'oners likewife are devoured 
by the Vidors. 

U employed by Mr. Banks and Dr. So- 

of plants, whilfi Capt. Cook 
niaue lome obfervations on the main land on the fouth- 
l-n confirted of a chain of 

a • ^ of the fourh-wefi fide of 

^ oppolitc fide extended far to the eafi. 
been ^ village, and many houfes that had 

another village that appeared to be 
coifi- i-k ’ There were many fiuall ifiands round the 
bitanr* fi'cmed intirely barren, and what few inha- 
On thp npon them lived principally upon fifii. 
on a vifited a hippah, which was fituated 

fine 1 1 hollow underneath, forming a 

■^nd the which joined to the land, 

ccived -'u 'I inhabitants re: 

No. 6 civility, and very readily fiicw'cd 


us every thing that was curious. This hippah was partly 
furroiinded w^ith palifadocfi, and it had a fighting fiage, 
like that already deferibed. Here we met with a cfols 
rcfcmbling a crucifix, which was creded as a monu- 
rnent fora deceafed peribn; bur could nor learn how 
his body was diCpofed of. From a cofiverfation that 
Tupia had with thefe people, a difeovery was made 
that an officer being in a boat near this village, and 
fome canoes coming otF, made him imagine they had 
hofiile dcligris^ and he filed upon them with ball, 
which made them retire with much precipitation, but 
they could not elfed their retreat, before one of them 
was wounded. What made this ralh adion the mo.-c 
to be lamented was, that the Indians gave afterwards 
every poffible afliirance that their intentions upon this 
occafion Wt re entirely friendly. 

On the 25th the Captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. So- 
lander, went on fiiore to fiioot, when they met with a 
numerous family, who were among the creeks catching 
fifii: they behaved very civilly, and received fomc tri- 
fii.ng prefenrs from the gentlemen, who were loaded by 
way of return with the kilfes and embraces of both 
fexes, young and old. The next day being the 26th, 
they made another cxcurfion in-the boat, in order to 
take a view of the fircight, that pafils between the 
caftern and weftern feas. To this end they attained 
the fummic of a hill, but it being hazy in the horizon, 
they could fee but to a finall diftance to the caft ; how¬ 
ever, it was refolvcd to explore the palTage in the fliip 
when they fiiould put to lea. Before tfi^eir departure 
from this hill, they ereded a pyramid with fiones, and 
left foi-ue muIkct balls, finall Ihot and beads, that were 
likely to ftand the tell of time, and would be memo- 
rfals, that this place had been vifited by Europeans. 
On our return, having defeended the hill, we made a 
hearty meal of the diaggs and fifii, procured by our 
guns and lines; and which were drefled by the boat’s 
crew in the place we had appointed. Here we were re- 
fpcdfully received by another Indian family, who 
added to their civilities ftrong expreffions of kindnefs 
and pleafure. They fiiewed us where to get water, 
with every other office as was in their power. From 
hence wc vifited another hippah, fcated on a rock al- 
iiiofl: inacccilible: it confifted of about one hundred 
hoiifcS and a fighting fiage. Wc made the friendly iri- 
habitants fome fmall prefents of paper, beads, and 
nails, and they in return furniflied us with dried fifhi 
On the 27th and 28th our company were engaged in 
making necelfaiy repairs, catching filh, and getting the 
Endeavour ready to continue her voyage. 

On Monday the 29th, wc were vifited by our oid 
friend 'Fopoa in company with other Indians, from 
whom we heard, that the man who had received a 
wound near the hippah, was dead; but this report 
proved afterwards groundJcls; and wc found that To- 
poa’s difeourfes were not ahvays to be taken literally. 
During the time the bark was preparing for fca, Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solandcr often went on fiiorc; but their 
walks were circumfcribcd by the luxuriant climbers 
which filled up the fpacc between the trees, rnd ren¬ 
dered the woods impalFablc. Capt. Cook alfo made 
feveral obfervations on the coafi to the noith-w efi, and 
perceived many ifiands, forming bays, in which there 
appeared to be good anchorage for Ihipping. He alfo 
cretled another pyramid of fionc.s, in which he put 
fomc bullets, ficc. as before, with the addition of a 
piece of our filver coin, and placed part of ah old 
pendant on the top, to difiinguifli it. Rcriil-hing to 
the fiiip he met with many of the natives, of whom he 
purchafed a fmall quantity of filh. 

On 1 ucfday, the 30th, fome of our people, w ho 
were font out early in the morning to gather cclcr>% 
met with about twenty Indians, among w horn ivcre five 
or fix women, whofc hulbaiids had lately been ma.’.c 
captives. They fat down upon the ground rogetlicr,and 
cut many parts of their bodies in a mofi fliocking man^ 
ncT, with fiiclls, and fiiarp pieces of talcor jafper, in tefiU 
mony of their cxccffive grief. But w hat made the horrid 
fpcdtacle more terrible, was, that the male Indians who 
were with them, paid not the leafi attention to it, but 
WMth diegreatefiunconcern imaginable, employed them- 
O fclves 






























































































































































































fclves in repairing their huts. This day the carpentei 
having prepared two pods, they were fet up as memo¬ 
rials, being inferibed with the date of the year, the 
month, and the Ihip’s name. One of them we ercacd 
at the watering place, with the union-flag hoifted 
upon the top; and the other in the illand that lies 
neareffthe Tea, called by the natives Motuara; and the 
inhabitants being informed, that thofe pods were fet 
up to acquaint other adventurers that the Endeavour 
had touched at this place, they promifed never to des¬ 
troy them.' Capt. Cook then gave fomething to every 
one pr^ent, and to Topoa our old friend, he prefented 
a diver. three-pence, dated 1736, and fome fpike nails 
which had the king’s broad arrow cut deep upon them. 
After which he honoured this inlet with the name of 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound; and at the fame time took 
podelTion of it in the name and for the ufe of his pre- 
fent majedy. The whole of this day’s budnefs con¬ 
cluded with drinking a bottle of wine to the queen’s 
health. The bottle was given to the old man, who 
received the prefent with ftrong dgns of joy. We 
mud not omit here to obferve, that Topoa being quef- 
tioned concerning a pallage into the eadern-fea, an- 
fweced, that there was certainly fuch a paflage. He 
4Vlfo faid, that the land to the fouth-wed of the dreight, 
where wc then were, condded of two whennuas or 
iflands, named Tovy Poenamoo, which dgnides 
« the water of green talc ;” which might probably be 
■ the name of a place where the Indians got their 
green talc, or done, of which they make their orna¬ 
ments and cutting tools. He alfo told us, there was 
a third Whenniia, eadwardofthe dreight, called Ea- 
heinomauwee, of condderablc extent; the circumnavir 
gation of which would take up many moons: he added, 
that the land on the borders of the dreight, contiguous 
to this inlet, was called Tiera Witte. Having procured 
this intelligence, and concluded the ceremonies at fixing 
up the monumental memorial, we returned to; the diip. 
The old man attended us in his canoe, and returned 
home after dinner. 

Wednefday the 3id, having taken in our wood and 
water, we difpatched one party to make brooms, and 
another to catch filh. Toward the clofeof the evening 
wc had a drong gale from the north-wed, with fuch 
heavy fhowers, that our fweet little \varblers on diore 
fufpended their wild notes, with which till now they 
had condantly ferenaded us during the night, affording 
us a pleafure not to be expreffed, and the lofs of which 
we could not at this time refrain from regretting. 

On the id of February the gale increafed to a dorm, 
with heavy guds from the main land, ^Vhich obliged us 
to Jet go another anchor. Towards night they became 
more moderate, but the rain poured down with im- 
petuofity, that the brook at our watering place over¬ 
flowed its banks, and carried away to our lofs ten cafks 
full of water. 

On Saturday the 3d, we went over to the Hippah 
en the cad-ddc of Charlotte’s Sound, and procured 
a confiderable quantity of fifli. The people here con¬ 
firmed all that Topoa had told us refpeCting the dreight 
and the unknow^n country. At noon when wc took 
leave of them, fome diow ed figns of forrow’, others of 
joy that We were going. Wlicn returning to the fhip 
forne of our company made an excuifion along the 
Ihore northward, to traffic for a further fupply of fifh, 
but w ithout fuccefs. Sunday the 4th, Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Sqla.nder were engaged in collcdling fliclls, and dif¬ 
ferent kinds of feeds. 

On the 5th we got under fail, but the wind foon fall¬ 
ing, we came again to anchor a little above Motuara. 
Topoa here .paid u>s a vifit to bid us farewell. Beinj 
quedioned whether he had ever^heard, that fuch a vef 
icl as ours had ever vifited the country, he replied in the 
negative; but faid, there w'as a tradition of a fmall 
vcffcl having come from Ulimora, a didant country 
the nortn, in which were only four men, who on 


in 


their landing, were all put to. death. The people, of 
the Bay of lllaiids and 'fupia had fome confufed tra¬ 
ditionary;, notions about Ulimora, but from their ac¬ 
counts we could draw no certain conclufion. This day 


Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr went again on fiiore in 

fcarch of natural curiofitics, and by accident met w'ith 
a very amiable Indian fimiily, among whom was a 
widow, and a pretty youth about ten .years of age. The 
woman mourned for her hufband, according to the 
ciidom of the country, with tears of blood ; and the 
child, by the death of his father, was the proprietor of 
the land where we had cut our wood. The mother 
and fon were fitting upon matts, the red of the family 
of both fexes, about fcventeen in number, fat round 
them. They behaved w’ith the utmod hofpitality and 
courtefVj and endeavoured to prc\ail w ith us to day all 
night;'but expedfing the lliip to fail, we could not 
accept of their prefiing invitation. T. his family feem— 
cd the mod intelligent of any Indians we had hitherto' 
eonverfed w’ith, which made us regret our late ac¬ 
quaintance with them ; for had we fallen into their 
company before, we fhould probably have gamed more 
information from them in one day, than we had been 
able to acquire during our w'hole day upon the coad. 

Monday the 6th in the morning, the Endeavour 
failed out of the bay, which, from the favage cudom of 
eating human flelh, we called Cannibal Bay. Wc bent 
our courfe to an opening in the ead ; and when in the 
mouth of the dreight were becalmed in latitude 410 
fouth and i 84 deg. 45 min. 'vved longitude. The two ‘ 
points that form the entrance we called Cape Koamaro, 
and point Jackfon. 'Fhe land forming the harbour or 
cove in which wc lay is called by the Indians Totarranue; 
the harbour itfelf, named by the captain Ship Cove, 
is very convenient and fafe. It is fitiiated on the wed- 
fide of the cove, and is the fouthermod of the three 
coves within the ifland of Motuara, between which 
and the illand of Hamote, or between Motuara or 
\Ycdcrn-lliore is the entrance. In the lad of thefe 
inlets are two ledges of rocks, three fathom under water, 
which may eafily be known by the Tea weed that grows 
upon them. Attention mud alfo be paid to the tides, 
which, w'hcn there is little wind, flow about nine or ten 
o’clock at the full and change of the moon, and rife and 
fall about feven feet and a half, paffing through the 
dreight from the fouth-ead. The land about this found, 
which wc fawat the didance of twenty leagues, confifls 
I entirely of high hills, and deep vallies, well dored with 
a variety of excellent timber, fit for all purpofes except 
mafis, for which it is two hard and heavy. On the diore 
we found plenty of diags, and a few other fpecies of 
wild fowd, that arc very acceptable fcod to thofe who 
have lived long upon fait provifions. d'he number ot 
inhabitants is not greater than four hundred, who are 
feattered along the coad, and upon any appearance 01 
danger retire to their Hippahs or forts, in which litua- 
tion we found them. They are poor, and their canoes 
without ornaments. The traffic we had with them was 
w holly for fifli; but they had fome knowledge of iron, 
which the natives of other parts had not. On our ar¬ 
rival they were much pleafed with our paper; but when 
they knew it would be Ipoiled by the wet, they would not 
have it. Englifli broad-cloth, and red Kerfey they 
highly edeemed. 

Leaving the found we dood over to the ead ward, 
and were carried by the rapidity of the current very 
clofc to one of the two iflands that lie off Cape Koamaroo, 
at the entrance of Queen Charlotte’s Sound. At this 
time we w'cre cycry moment in danger of being dalhed 
to pieces againd the rocks, but after having veered out 
150 fathoms of cable, the fliip was brought up, when 
the rocks w ere not more than tw’o cables length from 
us. Thus wc remained, being obliged to w'ait for the 
tide’s ebbing, which did not take place till after mid¬ 
night. 

On the 7th, at eight o’clock in the morning 
weighed anchor, and a frcfli breeze with a tide ot ebb- 
hurried us through the dreight with great fwiftnefs- 
The narrowed part of this llraight lies between Cape 
Tierrawitte and Cape Koamaroo, the didance between 
w'hich ive judged to be five leagues. The length of the 
draight wc could not determine. In pafling it> 
think it fafed to keep to the noith-cad fliore, for on tms 
lidewc faw nothing to fear. Cape Tierraw itte lies m 
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I deg. 44 iouth latitude, and 183 deg. 45 min. 

of well longitude. And Cape Koamaroo is 41 deg. 

rnin- fouth, and in 113 deg. 30 min. weft longitude. 
\bout nine leagues from the former cape, and under the 
fame fliorc north, is a high ifland, which the captain 
called Entry I He. We were now facing a deep bay 
which we called Cloudy Bay. Some of our gentlemen 
doubting whether Eahienomauwee was an ifland, we 
fleered fouth-caft, in order to clear up this doubt; but 
i\\c wind fhifting we flood eaftward, and fleered north- 
eaft by caft all night. The next morning they were off 
Cape-Pallifer, and found that the land ftrctched away 
to the north-eaftward of Cape lumagain In the 
afternoon, three canoes came off, having fcveral Indians 
on board. Thefe made a good appearance, and w’ere 
ornamented like thofe on the noithcrn coaft. There 
was no difficulty in pcifuading them to come on board, 
where they demeaned thcmfelves very civilly, and a 
mutual exchange of prefents took place. As they afkcd 
for nails it was concluded that they heard of the Eng- 
lilh, by means of the inhabitants of fome of the other 
places at which we had touched. Their drefs re- 
fembled that of the natives of Hudfon’s Bay. One old 
man was tataowed in a very particular manner, he had 
likewife a red Break acrofs his nofe; and hi' hair and 
beard were remarkable for their whicenefs. The upper 
garment that he wore was made of flax, and had a 
wrought border : under this was a fort of petticoat of a 
cloth called Aoorce Waow. Teeth and green floncs 
decorated his ears ; he fpoke in a foft and low key, and 
it was concluded, from his deportment, that he was 
a perfon of diftinguilbcd rank among his countrymen, 
and thefe people withdrew greatly fatisfied with the 
prefents that they had received. 

On the 9th in the morning, wc difeovered that 
Eahienomauwee was really an ifland. About fixty 
Indians in four double canoes came wdthin a flonc’s 
throw of the (hip, on the T4th ofFcbniaiy. As they 
furveyed her with furprize, Tupia endeavoured to per- 
fuade them to come nearer, but this they could not be 
prevailed on to do. On this account the ifland was dc 
nominated the Ifland of Lookers-on. Five leagues 
dirtant from the coaft of Tovy Poenamoo, wc faw an 
ifland which was called after Mr. Banks's name; a 
few Indians appeared on it, and in one place they dif¬ 
eovered a fmoke, fo that it was plain the place was in¬ 
habited. Mr. Banks going out in his boat for the pur- 
pofe of {hooting, killed fbmc of the Port Egmont hens, 
which were like thofe found on the ifle of Fare, and 
the firft that they had feen upon this coaft. A point 
of land'was obferved on Sunday the 25th in latitude 
45 deg. 35 min. fouth, to which Capt. Cook gave the 
name of Cape Saunders, in honour of Admiral Saun¬ 
ders. We kept off from the fliore, w hich appeared to 
he interfperfed w ith trees, and covered with green hills, 
but no inhabitants were difeovered. 

On the 4th of March, fevcral whales and feals were 
feen; and on the 9th we faw a ledge of rocks, and foon 
after another ledge at three leagues diftance from the 
Ihorc, which we pafled in the night to the northward, 
and at day-break obferved the others under our bows, 
which w'as a fortunate cfcape; and in conftderation of 
their having been fo nearly caught among thefe, they 
were denominated the Traps. Wc called the fouthern- 
tTJoft point of land, the South Cape, and found it to 
be the fouthern extremity of the whole coaft. Pro¬ 
ceeding northward, the next day w'C fell in with a bar¬ 
ren rock about fifteen miles from the maip land, 
which was very.high, and appeared to be about a mile 
in circumference; and this was named-Solander’s 
Ifland. 

Gn the 13th, we difeovered a bay containing fcveral 
1 (lands, w here wc concluded if there was depth of water, 
{hipping might find ilieltcr from all winds. Dufky 
Bay was the appellation given to it by the captain, and 
m'C high peaked rocks, for which it was remarkable, 
caufed the point to be railed Five Fingers. The wef- 
termoft point of land upon the whole coaft, to the 
louthward of Duffiy Bay, we called Weft Cape. The 
i 4 ‘xt day we pafled a fmall narrow opening, where 


there feemed to be a good harbour formed by an ifland, 
the land behind which exhibited a profped of inou.^-' 
tains covered with fnow. 

On the 16th, wc pafled a point which confifted of 
high red cJifls, and received the namcof Cafeade Point, 
on account of fcveral fmall ftreams w hich fell down it. 

In the morning of the i8th the valleys were obferved 
covered with fnow' as well as the mountains, which 
feemed to have fallen the night before, when wc had 
rain at fea. Thus w c pafled the whole north-well coaft 
of Tovey Poenamoo, which had nothing worth our ob- 
fervation but a ridge of naked and barren rocks covered 
with fnow', fome of which wc conjedured might pro¬ 
bably have remained there ever fince the creation. As 
far as the eye could reach, the profpeds w re in general 
wild, craggy, and defolate; fcarccly any thing but rocks 
to be feen, the moll of which Dr. Haw kelworth des¬ 
cribes as having nothing but a kind of hollows, and 
dreadful flirurcs inftcad of valleys bct\^ cen them. From 
this uncomfortable country w'e determined to depart, 
having failed round the whole country by the 27th of 
this month. Capt. Cook therefore went on fliore in 
the long-boat, and having found a place proper for 
mooring the ftiip, and a good watering place, the creW 
began to fill their calks, while the carpenter was em¬ 
ployed in cutting wood. The captain, Mr. Banks, and 
Dr. Solandcr, w ent in the pinnace to examine the bay, 
and the neighbouring country. Landing there they 
found fevcral plants of a fpecies which was before un¬ 
known to them; no inhabitants appeared; but they 
faw fcveral huts which feemed to have been deferted a 
long time before : all the wood and water being taken 
on board, the vclTel was ready to fliil by the time that 
they returned in the evening, and it was now' refolved 
at a council of war to ftcer for the coaft of New Hol¬ 
land, in the courfe of their return by the w'ay of the 
Eall-Indies. 

On the 31ft, w'e took our departure from an caftern 
point of land, to w hich we gave the name of Cape 
Farewcl, calling the bay out of which w'c failed. Admi¬ 
ralty Bay; and two capes. Cape Stephens, and Cape 
Jackfon, (the names of the two lecretaries of the Admi¬ 
ralty board.) We called a bay betw een the ifland and 
Cape Farewell, Blind Bay, which w'as fuppofed to have 
been the fame that was called Murderers Bay, by Tal^ 
man, the firft difeoverer of New Zealand, but though he 
named it Staten Ifland, w ifliing to take polleffion of it 
for the States General, yet being attacked here by the 
Indians he never w'cnt on lliorc to cffe(fi: his purpofe. 
This coaft, now'more accurately examined, is difeovered 
to confift of tw o illands, w hich w ere before thought to 
be a part of the fouthern continent fo much iought 
after. 

They arc fttuatc betw'cen the 34th and 48th deg. of 
fouth latitude, and betw cen 181 deg. and r 94 deg. w eft: 
longitude. The northern ifland is called Fa hi enomau- 
wce, and the fouthern is named Tovy Poenamoo by the 
natives. The former, though mountainous in fome 
places, is ftored with wood, and in every valley there 
is a rivulet. The foil in thofe valleys is light, but fer¬ 
tile and w'ell adapted for the plentiful produdlion of all 
the fniits, plants and corn of Europe. The fummer, 
though not hotter, is in general of a more equal tem¬ 
perature than in England; and from the vegetables 
that were found here it was concluded, that the winters 
were not fo feverc. I'he only quadrupeds that w'cre 
difeovered were dogs and rats, and of the latter very 
few, but the former the inhabitants (like thofe of 
Otaheite) breed for food. There arc feals and w'halcs 
on thecoafts, and we once faw a fca-lion. The birds 
are hawks, owls, quails, and forhe melodious fong birds. 
There arc ducks, and lhags of fcveral forts, like thofe 
of Europe, and the gannet, w'hich is of the fame fort. 
Albctrofles, flieerw'aters, penguins, and pintados, alfo 
vilir the coaft. The infe( 5 l:s found here arc, butterflies, 
flclh-flies, beetles, fand-flies, and mufquitos. 

Tovy Poenamoo is barren and mountainous, and 
appeared to be almoft deftitute of inhabitants. 

The fea that wafhes thefe iflands abounds with delicate 
and vN'holefomc fifli. Whenever the vcflel came to an 
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anchor, enough were caught with hook and line only, 
to fupply the whole Ihips company; and when \vc 
finiHied with nets, every niefs in the Ihip, where the 
ptoplt were induftrious, faked as much as fupplied 
them for feveral weeks-. 'J here were many forts of fhh 
here which we had never before feen, and which the 
failors named according to their fancies. They w ere 
fold on moderate terms to the crew': among the rek, 
fifo like the fkatc, cels, congers, oykers, flat-filh reftm- 
bling folcs and Hounders, cockles and various forts of 
inackarel were found in abundance upon the coafb. 

Here are forcks abounding with trees, producing 
large, krait and clean timber. One tree about the 
lizc ot our oak, was dikinguikied by a fcarlct flow'er, 
compofed of fcvcral fibres, and another which grows in 
fwampy ground, very krait and tall, bearing fmall bun¬ 
ches of berries, and a leaf rcfembling that of the yew- 
fcree. About 400 fpecics of plants were found, all of 
which are unknown in England, except garden night- 
fhade, fow’ thiklc, two or three kinds of fern, and one 
or two forts of grafs. We found wild celery', and a kind 
of crekes, in great abundance, on the fea-fhore j and of 
eatable plants raifed by cultivation, only cocoas, yams, 
and fweec potatoes. There are plantations of rrmny 
acres of thefo yams and potatoes. The inhabitants 
likewife cultivate the gourd ; and the Chinefe paper 
mulberry-tree is to be found, but in no abundance. 

In New Zealand is only one llirub or tree, which pro¬ 
duces fruit, which is a kind of berry almok takelcfs ; 
but they have a plant which anfwers all the ulcs of 
hemp and flax. 1 here are two kinds of this plant, the 
leaves of one of which are yellow, and the ocher a 
deep red, and both of them refemble the leaves of flags. 
Of thefc leaves they make lines and cordage, and much 
krongerthan any thing of the kind in Europe. Thefc 
leaves they likewife fplic into breadths, and tying the 
flips together, form their fifliing nets. Their common 
apparel, by a Ample procefs, is made from the leaves, 
and their finer, by another preparation, is made from 
the fibres. This plant is found both in high and low 
ground, in dry mould and in deep bogs; but as it 
grows largeft in the latter, that feems to be its proper 
foil. ^ 

X hc natives arc as large as the Targek Europeans. 
Their complexion is brown, but little more fo than that 
of a Spaniard. I’hey arc full of flcki, but not lazy 
and luxurious; and arc flout and well fliapcd. The 
women pofTefs not that delicacy, which dikinguiflics the 
European ladies ; but their voic^ chiefly dikinguiflics 
them frojii the rnen. The men are adfivc in a hio-h 
degree ; theii hair is black, and their teeth arc \i hite 
and even. *1 he features of both foxes arc regular; they 
enjoy pcrfccl health, and live to an advanced age. fhey 
appeared to be of a gentle difpofition, and ti'eat each 
other with the utmok kindncls; but they are pef- 
pcttially at war, cveiy little diflridf being at enmity 
^ ith all the reff.^ This is owing, mok probably, to 
the want of food in fufficient quantities at certain times. 
As they^ have neither black cattle, lliecp, hogs, iior 
goats; lb tbeir chief food was fiki, which being not 
always to be had, they are in danger ot dyino* throutfli 
hunger. They have a fow dogs; and when no fiflfis 
to be gotten, they have only vegetables, fuch as yams 
and potatoes, to feed on ; and if by any accident thefc 
foil them, their fituation muk be deplorable. Not- 
V ithkanding the cukom of eating their enemies, the 
circumkanccs and temper of thefo people is in fa- 
muT of rhofc who might fettle among them as a co¬ 
lony. 

J he inhabitants of New Zealand arc as modek and 
referved in their behaviour and converfation as the 
mok polite nations of Europe. The women, indeed, 
were not dead to the fofter irapreffions; but their mode 
of confont wa« in their idea as harmlefs as the confont 
to iTKirriage with us, and equally binding for the kipu- 
lated time. If any of the Englilh addrclfcd one of their 
women, he was informed, that the confont of her friends 
muk be obtained, which ufually followed, on his ma-. 
king a prefent. This done he was obliged to treat his 
tcmiiorary wife as delicately as we do in England. A 


,trcntlcman who failed in the Endeavour, having ad- 
drefled a family of Ibme rank, received an anfwer, of 
which the following is an exaefo trankation. “ Any of 
“ thefo young ladies w'ill think rhemfelves honoured by 
** your addrefles, but you muk firk inakc me a prefont 
" and you muk then come and keep w ith us on kiore" 
" for day-light muk by no means be a wdmefs of what 
" palfos between you.’* 

Thefo Indians anoint their hair with oil melted from 
the fat of filh or birds. The poorer people ufe that 
which is rancid, fo that they fmcll very difogrceablc • 
but thofe of fuperior rank make ufe of that which is 
frcki. They wear combs both of bone and wood, which 
is confidcred as an ornament when kuck upright in 
the hair. The men tie their hair in a bunch on the 
crow n of the head, and adorn it with feathers of birds 
which they likewife fomcrimes place on each fide 
of the temples. They commonly wear kiort beards. 
The hair of the women fometimes flows over their 
kiQuldcrs, and fometimes is cut fliort. Both foxes, but 
the men more than the women, mark their bodies w ith 
black kains, called Amoco. In general the women 
kain only the lips, but fometim.es mark other parts with 
black patches; the men on the contrary put on addi¬ 
tional marks from year to year, fo that" thofe w ho arc 
very ancient are almok covered. Exclufive of the 
amoco, tliey mark thcmfelvcs with furrows. Thofe 
furrows made a hideous appearance, the edges being 
indented, and the w'hole quite black. The ornament 
of the lace are drawn in the fpiral form with equal ele¬ 
gance and correctnefs, both checks being marked cx- 
a(kly alike; while paintings on their bodies refemble 
fillagrce work, and the foliage in old chafed ornaments; 
but no two faces or bodies are painted exactly after the 
fame model. The p. ople ofNew Zealand, frequently 
left the breech free from thefc marks, which the inha¬ 
bitants of Otaheite adorned beyond any other. Thefo 
Indians likewife paint their bodies by rubbing them 
with red ocrc, either diy or mixed with oil. 

Their drefs is formed of the leaves of the flag fplit 
into flips, which are interwoven and made into a kind 
of matting, the ends, which are feven or eight inches 
in length, hanging out on the upper lidc. One piece 
of this matting being tied over the kioulders, reaches 
to the knees: the other piece being w'rapped round the 
waik falls almok to the ground. ’Ificfe two pieces are 
fakened to a kring, which by means of a bodkin of bone 
is pafled through, and tacks them together. The 
men wear the lower garment only at particular times. 

1 hey have two kinds of cloth befides the coarfo 
matting or kiag above-mentioned ; one of which is as 
coarfo, but beyond all proportion krongcr than the 
Engliki canvas; the other which is formed of the fibres 
of a plant, drawn into threads which crofs and bind 
gach other, rcfembles the matting on which w'e place 
our diflies at tabic. 

They make borders of different colours to both thefe 
forts of cloth, rcfembling girls lamplers and finilhed 
with gieat ncatnefs and elegance. What they confidcr as 
the mok ornan^ntal part of their drefs is the fur of 
dogs, which they cut into kripcs, and few on dike- 
rent of their apparel. As dogs arc not plenty, 
they difpole their kripes with ceconomy. They have 
a few drefl'es ornamented with feathers ; and one man 
was feen covered w holly w ith thofe of the red parrot. 

The women never tic their hair on the top of their 
head, nor adorn it with feathers; and arc Icfs anxious 
about drefs than the men. Their lower garment is 
bound tight round them, except when they go out 
tifhing, and then they are careful that the men fhall not 
lee them. It once happened that fome of the (hip's 
1 ° fituation, when foine of them 

hid themfelves among the rocks, and the rek kept their 
bodies imder water till they had formed a girdle and 
apron of weeds; and their whole beliaviour manifeked 
the mok refined ideas of fomalc modeky. 

d he cars of both foxes were bored, and the holes 
uretched lo as to admit a man's finger. l‘he orna¬ 
ments of their ears are feathers, cloth, bones, and fomc- 
tiincs bits of wood ; a great many of them made ufe 
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of the nails which were given them by the Englifli, 
for this purpofe, and the women fometimes adorned 
their ears with white down of the albctrofs, which 
they fpread before and behind the whole in a large 
biiiich. "fhey likewife hung to their ears by firings, 
chiffels. bodkins, the teeth of dogs, and the teeth and 
nails of their deceafed friends. The arms and ancles 
of the women arc adorned with fliells and bones, or any 
thiivT elfc through w hich they can pafs a llring. The 
incn^^wcar a piece of green talc or w halebone, w ith the 
rcfcmblance of a man carved on it, hanging to a ftring 
round the neck. We faw one man who had the grifllc 
of his nofe perforated, and a feather palfcd through it, 
projeding over each cheek. 

* Thefe people Ihew lefs ingenuity in the ftruefture of 
their houfes, than in any thing elfe belonging to them; 
they are from lixtecn to twenty-four feet long,^ ten or 
twelve wide, and fix or eight in height. The frame is 
of flight flicks of wood; and the walls and roof are 
made of diT grafs pretty firmly comparted. Soine of 
them are lined with bark of trees, and the ridge of the 
houfe is formed by a pole which runs from one end to 
the other. The door is only high enough to admit a 
perfon craw ling on hands and knees, and the roof is 
(loping. There is a fquarc hole near the door, ferving 
both for w indow and chimney, near which is the fire 
place. A plank is placed over the door, adorned w ith 
a fort of carving, and this they confidcr as an orna¬ 
mental piece of furniture. The fide-walls and roof 
projerting tw o or three feet beyond the w alls at each end 
form a fort of portico w here benches are placed to lit 
on. The fire is made in the middle of a hollow fquare 
in the floor, which is inclofed with wood or ftone. 
They fleep near the walls, w here the ground is covered 
with ftraw for their beds. Some who can afford it, 
whofc families are large, have three or four houfes, in¬ 
clofed in their court-yard. Their clothes, arms, fea¬ 
thers, fome ill made tools, and a chert, in which all 
thefe are dcpofited, form all the furniture of the infide 
(ifthe houfe. 'fheir hammers to beat fern-root, gourds 
to hold water, and bafkets to contain provifions, are 
placed without the houfe. One houfe was found near 
40 feet long, 20 w ide, and 14 high. Its fides w'cre 
adorned w'ith carved planks of workmanlhip fuperior 
to the reft;'but the building appeared to have been 
left unfinilhed. Though the people fleep w^arm enc^ugh 
at home, they feem to defpife the inclemency ot the 
weather, when they go in fearch of ftih or fern-roots. 
Sometimes, indeed, they place a fmall defence to wind¬ 
ward, but frequently fleep undrefled with their arms 
placed round them, without the leaft Ihelter whatever. 

belides the fern-root, which ferves them for bread, 
they feed on a 1 betrofles,penguins, and fome other birds. 
Whatever they eat is either roarted or baked, as they 
have no veflcl in which w ater can be boiled. We faw 
no plantations of cocoas, potatoes, and yams, to the 
fouthvvard, though there were many in the northern 
parts. The natives drink no other liquor than water, 
and enjoy perlert and uninterrupted health. Whem 
wounded in battle, the wound heals in a very fliort time 
without the application of medicine; and the very old 
people carry no other maks of decay about them than the 
lofs of their hair, and teeth, and a failure of their 
mufcular rtrength : but enjoy an equal iliarc of health 
and chearfulnefs with the youngeft. 

The canoes of this country arc nor unlike the whale¬ 
boats of New England, being long and narrow'. The 
laigcr fort feem to be built for war, and will, hold from 
30 to I GO men. One of thefe at Tolaga mcafured near 
70 feet in length, fix in w idth, and four in depth. It 
was (harp at the bottom, and confified of three lengths, 
about two or three inches thick, and tied firmly toge¬ 
ther with rtrong plaiting; each fide was found of one 
entire plank, about twelve inches broad, and about an 
inch and a half thick, which was fitted to the bottom 
part with equal rtrength and ingenuity. Several 
thwarts were laid from one fide to the other, to w hich 
they were fcciircly fartened, in order to llrengthcn the 
canoes. Some few'of their canoes at Mercury Bay and 
Opoorage, arc all made entirely of one trunk of wood, 
No. 7. 


w hich is made hollow' by fire; but by far the greater 
part are built after the plan above defCribcd. The 
fmallcr boats which arc ufed chiefly in fiildng, are 
adorned at head and rteni with the figure of a man, thfc 
eves of which are compofed of white (hells: a tongue 
of enormous fize, is thmrt out of the mouth, and the 
whole face a pirturc of the mort ablblute deformity. 
The grander canoes, which arc intended for war, arc 
ornamented w ith open work, and covered w ith fringes 
of black feathers, w hich gives the whole an airof per- 
fert elegance; the fidc-boards which arc carved in a 
rude manner, arc cmbellilhcd w ith tufts of white fea¬ 
thers. 'Jlicfe veflcls arc rowed with a kind of paddles, 
between five and fix feet in length, thc'bladc of which 
is a long oval, gradually dccrcafing till it reaches the 
handle; and the velocity with wiiicH they row w.th 
thefe paddles is ver)' furpriling. Their fiiiis arc com- 
pofed of a kind of mat or netting, which is extended 
between two upright poles, one of which is fixed on 
each fide. 'I'wo ropes, fitrtened to the top of each 
pole, fciwc inrtead of flieets. The vcfTcls arc ftccred 
by two men having fiich a paddle, and fitting in the 
ftcmj but they can only fail before the w'ind, in w hich 
dirc( 5 tion they move with confiderable fwiftnefs. 

Thefe Indians ufe axes, adzes, and chiffels, with 
which laft they likewife bore holes. The chiflcls arc 
made of jafper, or of the bone of a man’s arm ; their 
axes and adzes of a hard black ftone. They ufe their 
fmall jafper tools till they are blunted, and then throw 
them awuiy, having no inllrumcnt to fharpen them with. 
The Indians at Tolaga having been prcfcnccd wuda a 
piece of glafs, drilled a hole through it, and hung it 
round the neck. A fmall bit of jafper was thought to 
have been the tool they ufed in drilling it. 

Their tillage is excellent, ow ing to the neccfllty they 
are under of cultivating or running the rifqiic of rtaiw - 
ing. At Tegadoo their crops were juft put into the 
ground, and the furfacc of the field was as fmooth as a 
garden, the roots were ranged in regular lines, and to 
every root there remained a hillock. A long narrow 
rtake, fliarpcncd to an edge at bottom, w’ith a piece 
fixed acrofs a little above it, for the convenience of 
driving it into the ground with the foot, fupplics the 
place both of plough and fpadc. The foil being light, 
their work is not very laborious, and with this inftru- 
ment alone they w'ill turn up ground of fix or feven 
acres in extent. 

The feinc, the large net which has been already no¬ 
ticed, is produced by the united labour, and is proba¬ 
bly the joint property of a whole town. Their fifli- 
hooks are of lliell or bone; and they have kalkets ot 
wicker-work to hold the fifli. Their warlike weapons 
are fpcars, darts, battle-axes, and the patoo-patoo. 
The fpcar, which is pointed at each end, is about fix- 
teen feet in length, and they hold it in the middle, fo 
that it is difiicult to parry a pufii from it. Whether 
they fight in boats or on rtiofc the battle is hand to hand, 
fo that they murt make bloody work of it. They 
truft chiefly in the patoo-patoo, w'hich is fiiftcned to 
their wrifts, by means of a rtrong ftrap, that it may 
not be wrerted out of their hands. Thefe are w orn in 
the girdles of people of a fuperior rank, as a military 
ornament. They have a kind of ftaft of dirtinrtion, 
which is carried by the principal v/arriors. It is formed 
of a whalc’.s rib, is quite white, and adorned with 
carving, feathers, and the hair of their'dogs. Some¬ 
times they had a flick fix feet bng, inlaid with (liells, 
and other wife ornamented like a military, fiafi. This 
honourable mark of dirtinrtion was commonly in the 
hands of the aged, w ho were alfo more daubed with 
the umoco. ' 

When they came to attack us, one or more of thefe 
old men thus diftinguilhed, w ere ufually in each canoe. 
It is their cuftom to flop about 50 or 60 yards from a 
Ihip, when the chiefs riling from their feat, put on a 
dog’s fkin garment, and, holding out Uicir decorated 
Half, dirert them how to proceed. When they w'erc 
too (ar from the fliip to reach it with their miffilc wea¬ 
pons, then the defiance was given, and the w'ordi 
ufually were Karouiai, haromai, harre uta a patoo-pa" 
p too. 
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too. " Come on fliorc, come on {here, and we will 
kill you all with our patoo patoos." While they thus 
threatened us, they approached gi-adually the bark, till 
clofc along-lide ; yet talking at intervals in a peaceable 
manner, and anfwcring whatever queftions we alked 
them. Then again their menaces were renewed, till 
encouraged by our fuppofed timidity, they began the 
.war-fong and dance, the fure prelude of an attack, 
which always followed, and fometimes continued until 
the firing of fmall Ihot rcpulfed them; but at others, 
they vented their pallion, by throwing a few (tones at 
tile (hip, in the way of infulting us. 

The contortions of thefe favage Indians are nume¬ 
rous ; their limbs are diflorted, and their faces are 
agitated with Itrange convulfive motions. Their 
tongue hangs out of their mouths to an amazing 
icngch, and their eye-lids are drawn fo as to form a 
circle round the eye. At the fame time they (hake 
their darts, brandifli their fpears, and wave their patoo- 
patoos to and fro in the air. There is an admirable 
vigour and adlivity in their dancing; and in their fong 
they keep time with fiich exac^lnefs, that 6oor lOO 
paddles when llruck againfi: the tides of their boats at 
once, make only a Tingle report. In times of peace 
they fometimes (ing in a manger rcfeinblingthc war- 
fong, but the dance is omitted. The women, vhofc 
voices arc exceeding melodious and Toft, ling likewife 
in a mufical, but mournful manner. One of their in 
(Iruments of mu(ic is a Ihell, from which they produce 
a found not unlike that made with a common horn; 
the other is a fmall wooden pipe, refembling a child 
nine-pin, not fuperior in found to a child's whidle 
We never heard them attempt to fing to them, or to 
produce any mcafured notes like what we call a tune. 

As to the horrid cuflom of eating human fiefli, pre¬ 
valent among them, to what has been already fiid on 
this head, w c (hall only add, that in mod: of the f o/es 
upon landing, wc found near the places w here hreshad 
been made, flcfli bones of men; and among the heads 
that were brought on board, fome of them had a kind 
of falfc eyes, and ornaments in their ears, as if alive 
The head purchafed by Mr. Banks, and fold with great 
fcludlance, was that of a young perfon, and, by the 
.cbntulions on one fide, appeared to have received many 
violent blows. There had been lately a (kirmiHi, and 
we fuppofed the young man had been killed with the 
fed. 

The hippahs or villages of thefe people, of which 
there arc feveral between the bay of Plenty and Queen 
Charlotte’s found, arc all fortified. In thefe they con- 
flantly refidc; but near Tolaga, Hawk's Bay, and Po¬ 
verty Bay, only lingle houfes are to be feen, at a con- 
fidcrable didance (Vom each other. On the Tides of the 
hills were creded long dages, fupplied wdth darts and 
rtones, thought by us to be retreats in time of action; 
as it appeared that from fuch places they could combat 
with their enemies to great advantage. A magazine 
of proviuon.s, coniilling of dried fifh, and fern roots, 
was alfo diicovered in thefe fortifications. 

The inhabitants of this part of the country were all 
fubjedts of 'I'cratu, who redded near the bay of Plenty ; 
and to their being thus united under one chief, they 
owed a fecurity unknown to thofc of other parts. Se¬ 
veral inferior governors arc in the dominions of Tcracu, 
to whom the mod implicit obedience is paid. One of 
the inhabitants having robbed a failor belonging to the 
Plndeavour, complaint was made to a chief, who chaf- 
tized the thief by kicking and linking him, which 
corredlion he bore with unrefiding humility. I'he in¬ 
habitants of the fouthern parts formed little focietics, 
who had all things in common, particularly driiingncts 
and fine apparel. The latter, probably obtained in 
war, were kept in a little hut, dedined for that ufe, in 
the center of the town, and the feveral parts of the 
nets, being made by dijierent families, were after¬ 
wards joined together for public ufe. Lefs account, in 
the opinion of I'upia, is made of the women here than 
in the South Scaiflands. Both (exes eat together; but 
how they divide their labour, we cannot determine with 
certainty, though we are inclined to believe that the 


men cultivate the ground, make nets, catch birds, and 
go out in their canoes to Hdi; w hile the w omen arc em¬ 
ployed in w'eaving cloth, collecting diell-fitli, and in 
dreding food. 

As to the religion of thefe people, they acknowledge 
one Supreme Being, and feveral dibordirmtc deities. 
Their mode of worlhip vve could not learn, nor w as 
any place proper for that purpofc fccn. Thci-c was in¬ 
deed a fmall fquarc area, cncompalfcd with floncs, in 
the middle of which hung a balkct of fern-roots on 
one of their fpades. I'his they faid was an oficring to 
. their gods, to obtain from them a plentiful crop ofpro- 
vilions. They gave the fame account of the origin of 
the world, and the production of mankind, as our 
friends in Otahcicc. Tupia, however, feemed to have 
much more deep and extcnfive knowledge o(' thefe fub- 
jecils than any of the people of this ifland, and w-hen he 
Ibmcrimes delivered a long difccurfe, hewasfuieofa 
numerous audience, who heard with remarkable rc- 
N’ercncc and attention. 

With regard to the manner of difpofing of their 
dead, vve could form no certain opinion. The fouthern 
JifiriCl: fald, they difpofed of their dead by throwing 
t'em into the Tea; but thofc of the north buried them 
in the ground. We faw, however, nor the leaft (ign of 
any grave or monument; but the body of many amono* 
the living, bore the marks ol wounds, in token of 
grief for the lofs of their (riend-s and relations. Some 
of their fears were newly made, a proof that their 
friends had died while wc were there; yet no one faw 
a ly thing like a funeral ceremony orprocefiion, the rca- 
fon is, beraufe they alfectcd to conceal every thing rc- 
rpeding the dead with tlie utmofl fecrccy. 

Wc obferved a great (imiJitude between the drefs, 
furniture, boats, and nets of the New^ Zealanders, and 
he natives of the South Sea illands, which evidently 
iernonfirates that the common anceftors of both were 
aborigine natives of the fame country. Indeed the in¬ 
habitants of thefe different plac-cs have a tradition, thar 
heir anccflors fprang from another country many years 
ilnce, and they botiragree that this country was called 
Heawige. This is alfo certain, that Tupia when he 
accofied the people here in the language of his own 
country, w\is pcrfcdly underftood; but perhaps a yee 
(Irongcr proof that their origin was the fame, will arife 
from a fpccimcn of their language, which we fiiall 
evince by a lifi: ol words in both languages, according 
to the dialed: of the no. them and fouthern idanck of 
which New Zealand confifis; w'hencc it will appear, 
that the language of Otaheite does not differ more 
from that of New Zealand, than the language of the 
two iflands from each other. 


The language op 


New 
Norlhern, 
Eareetc 
I'aata 
Whahine 
Eupo 
Macau we 
Terri nga 
Erai 
Mata 
Papa ri nga 
Ahew h 
Hangoutou 
Ecouvvai 
Haring-arlngu 
Maticara 
Atcraboo 
Apeto 
Haromai 
Hcica 
Kooura 
Taro 
C'umala 
fuphwhe 
Mannu 


Zealand. 

Som'hcrri, 
Eareetc 
Taata 
Whahine 
Hcaowpoho 
Hcoo-oo 
Hetahcyci 
Hcai 
Hemam 
L'cpapaeh 
Hceih 
I Icgaowai 
Hakaoewai 


Otaheite. English. 


Hermaigawh 


Heeapeto 

Herornai 

Heica 

Kooura 

Taro 

Cumala 

I'uphw'he 

Mannu 


Earec 

"J aata 

Ivahinc 

Eupo 

Roourou 

Tcrrca 

Erai 

Mata 

Paparea 

Ahew 

Outou 

Rcma 

Maneow^ 

Oboo 

Peto 

Harromai 

Eyea 

Tooura 

1 aro 

Cumala * 

Tuphwhc 

Mannu 


A chief. 

A man, 

A woniiUt. 

The bead. 
The hair. 
The car. 

The forehead. 
The eyes. 

The cheeks. 
The mfe. 

The moulb.s 
The chifi. 

7be arm. 

The finger. 
The belly. 

The navel. 
Come hiibcr. 
Fijh. 

A lohfter. 
Cocoas. 
Potatoes, 
Tams. 

Birds. 

Kaoura 
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FTew Zealand. 
}Jorlhern. Southern, 
Kaoura 
Tahai 
Rua 
Torou 

Ha 
Rcma 
Ono 
Etu 
Warou 
Iva 

Angahourou 
Hennihew 
Mehow 
Ainootoo 
Mataketakc 
Rlieara 
Keno 
Eratou 
Toubouna 

Owy Terra 


Otaheite. English. 


Kaoura 

Cure 

No. 

- 

Tahai 

One. 

— 

Rua 

Two. 

_ - 

Torou 

Three. 


Hca 

Four. 


Rema 

Fii’c. 


Ono 

SiXn 


Hctu 

Seven. 

- 

Warou 

Eight. 


Heva 

Nine. 


Ahourou 

Ten. 

I Icneaho 

Nihio 

The teeth. 


Mattai 

Tbe wind. 


leto 

A thief. 


Mataicai 

T0 examine. 

_ _ 

Heiva 

Tofmg. 

Keno 

Eno 

Bad. 

Eratou 

Eraou 

Trees. 

Toubouna 

Toubouna 

Grandfather. 



f IVhat do 


Owy Terra. 

1 you call 



I this or that. 


Hence it appears evidently that the language of New 
Zealand and Otaheite, is radically one and the fame. 
The dialct^t indeed isdifterent as in England, where the 
word is pronounced gate in Middlefex, and geate in 
Yorklliire; and as the northern and fouchern w ords 
were taken dow n by two ditferent pciibns, one might 
polTibly ufc more words than the other to exprefs the 
lame found. Bdides, in the fouchern parts they put 
the articles he or ko before a noun, as we do thofe oi 
ibe or a: it is alfo common to add the word oeia after 
another word, as we fay certainly, or yes indeed j and by 
not attending fufficicntly to this, our gentlemen fome- 
times, judging by the car only, formed words of an 
enormous length : tor example, one of them alking a 
native the name oftheifland, called Matuaro, he re¬ 
plied, with the particle ke prefixed Ke matuaro \ and 
upon the queftion being rcpcatei, the Indian added 
oeia, which made the word Ke-maiiiaro-Gcia: and upon 
infpeAing the log-book, Capt. Cook found Matuaro 


transformed into Cwnettiwitrroweia. Now a fimilar or¬ 

thographical diftcrence might happen, or a like mif- 
take might be made by a foreigner in writing an Engliih 
word. Suppofc a New Zealander to enquire, W'hen 
near to a(k, IVhal village is this ? The anfwcr might be. 
It is Haebiey indeed. The Indian then for the informa¬ 
tion of his countrymen, had he the ufc of letters, might 
record, that he had paffed through, or been at a place 
called by the Englifh Itijhackneyindeed. We were 
ourfelves at firfl led into many ridiculous miflakes, 
from not know-ing that the article ufed in the Sduth- 

Sea Iflands, is/o or/.'/, inftcad of 

We have fiippofed, that the original inhabitants of 
thefe i(lands, and thofe in the South-Seas, came from 
the fame country; but what country that is, or where 
ficuated, remains dill a fubjecl: of enquiry. In this w'C 
all agreed, chat the original natives w'cre not of America, 
which lies to the eadward ; and unlefs there diould be 
a continent to the fouthward, in a temperate latitude, 
wc cannot but conclude chat they emigrated from the 
wed ward. 

Before we clofc this account of New Zealand, we beg 
leave further to obferve, chat hitherto our navigation 
has been very unfavourable to the fuppolition of a 
Southern Continent. The navigators who have fup- 
ported the pofitions upon which this is founded, are 
'[■afman, Juan Fernandes, Hcrmite, Quiros, and Rog- 
gewein; but the track of the Endeavour has totally fub- 
verted all their tl-Jeoretical arguments. Upon a view 
of the chart it will appear, that a large fp«aee extends 
quite to the tropics, w hich has not been explored by 
us nor any other navigatoVs; yet wc believe there is no 
cape of any Southern Continent, and no Southern Con¬ 
tinent to the northward of 40 deg. fouth. Of what 
may lie farther to the fouthward of 40 deg. wc can give 
no opinion; yet are far from difeouraging any future 
attempts after new difcoveries: for a voyage like this 
may be of public utility. Should nocontinent be found, 
new iflands within the tropics may be difeovered. Tupia 
in a rough e!-art of his ow'n drawing laid down no lefs 
than feventy-four; and he gave us an account of above 
I one hundred and thirty, which no European vell’el has 
I ever yet voiced. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Mate from New 'Zeahml to Botm Bay, in Nett) Holland—Farms miJmts related—A deferiphn of tbe country and 
its inhabitants—dhe Endeavour fails from Botany Bay to Trinity Ba^-IFitb ajiiriher account of tbe country—Hcrdan- 
gerous fituiition in her pajfage from 'I^nnity Bay to Endeavour River. 


O N Saturday the 31^ of March, 1770, wc failed 
from Cape Farewell, having fine weather and a 
fair wind. This cape lies in latitude 40 deg. 33min. 
S. and in 186 deg. W. longitude. The fame day wc 
fleered welluiird, with a frefh gale till the 2nd of 
April, when by obi'ervarion w e found our latitude to be 
40 deg. and our longitude from Cape Farewell, 2 deg. 
31 min. W. On the ninth in the morning, when m 
latitude 38 deg. 29 riin. S. wc faw a tropic bird, a fight 
ver)- unufunl in fo high a lititude. On the 15th vve law 
an egg bird, and a gannec. As thefc birds never go 
fir from land, wc fcuiidcd all night, but had no ground 
at 130 fathom w ater. The d:iy following a fmall land 
birdpei'ched on the rigging, but we had no ground at 
no flithom. Tuefday the 17 th, we had frefh gales 
y ith fqualls and dark w'cather in the morning; and in 
the afternoon a hard gale and a great fea from the 
fouthward, which obliged us to run under our fore-fail 
and mizcu all night. On the 18th in the morning, 
Nvo were vifitcd by a pintado bird, and fomc Port- 
Eginont hens, an infallible fign that land was near, 
yhichwe difeovered at fix o’clock in the morning of the 
iQth, four or live leagues difiant. To the routhermon- 
point in fight, wc gave the name of Point Hicks, the 
name of our firfl lieutenant who difeovered it. At 
^on, in latitude 37 deg. 5 min. and 210 deg. 29 min. 
longitude, another remarkable point of the fame 
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land bore N. 20 E. difiant about four leagues. This 
point rifmg in a round hillock, extremely like the Ram 
Head at the entrance of Plymouth Sound, Capt. Cook 
therefore gave it the fame' name. What w^e had yet 
fecn of the land was low and level; the ihorc white and 
fandy; and the inland parts covered with wood and 
verdure. At this time wc faw three watcr-fpouts at 
once; two between us and the fhorc, and the third at 
fomc diftance upon our larboard quarter. In the 
evening, at fix o’clock, the northermoft point of land 
wasdillant about two leagues, whi:h we named Cape 
Howe. On the follow ing day wc had a diflant view of 
the country, which was m general covered with w ood, 
and interlpcrfcd with fcveral fmall law’ns. It appeared 
to be inhabited, as fmokc was feen in fcvciwl places. 
At four o’clock the next morning, w'c faw a high moun¬ 
tain, w'hich from its fhape, was called Mount Drome¬ 
dary, under which there is a point which received the 
name of Point Dromedary. In the evening wc were 
oppofitc a point ot land which rofe perpendicular, and 
was called Point Upright. On Sunday the 22d, wc 
were fo near the foorc, as to fee fcvcral of the inhabi¬ 
tants on thccoall, who were of a very dark complexion, 
if not perfcA negrrtes. At noon w e faw a remarkable 
pecked hill, to which the captain gave the name df the 
Pio-eon Houfc, from its rcfcmblancc of foch a building. 
The trees on this illand wtfc both tall and large, 
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but we faw no place fit to give flicitcr even to a 
boat. 

The captain gave the name of Cape George to a 
point of land difeovered on St. George's-day, two 
leagues to the north of whicli the fea jornicd a bay, 
which, from its diape, was called l-.ong Nofc; eight 
leagues from which lies Red Point, fo called from the 
colour of the foil in its neighbourhood. On the 27th, 
we faw fevcral inhabitants walking along the Ihore, 
four of them carrying a canoe on their Ihoulders, but 
as they did not attempt to come off to the Ihip, the 
captain took Meffrs. Banks and Solandcr, and Tupia in 
the yawl, and employed four men to row them to that 
part of the fliore where they faw the natives, near which 
four fmall canoes laid clofe in land. The Indians fat 
on the rocks till the yawl was a quarter of a mile from 
the fliore, and then they ran away into the woods. 7 he 
furf beating violently on the beach, prevented the boat 
from landing j the gentlemen were therefore obliged to 
make what obfervations they could at a diflance. The 
canoes refcmblcd generally the fmaller fort of thofc of 
New’ Zealand. Ihey faw a great number of cabbage 
trees on fliore; the other trees were of the palm kind, 
and there was no underwood among them. At five in 
the ev^iing they returned to the fhip, and a light breeze 
fpringing up, wc failed to the northward, where we dif- 
covered fevcral people on fhorc, who, on our approach, 
retired Loan eminence, foon after which two canoes ar¬ 
rived on the fliore, and four men, who came in them, 
joined the others. The pinnace having been fent a- 
hcad to i^und, arrived near the fpot where the Indians 
had ftatidned themfelvcs, on which one of them hid 
himfelf among the rocks near the landing place, and 
the others retreated farther up the hill, ‘^i'he pinnace 
keeping along fliore, the Indians walked near in a line 
with her; they were armed with long pikes, and a 
weapon rcfembling a feymitar, and, by various figns 
and words, invited the boat s crew to land; thofe who 
did not follow' the boat, having obferved the approach 
ol the Ihip, brandilhed their weapons, and threw them- 
fclvcs into threatening attitudes. The bodies, thighs, 
and legs ot two of tliefc, were painted with white 
ftreaks, and their faces were almod: covered w ith a 
\yhite powder. They talked together with great emo¬ 
tion, and each of them held one of the above mention- 
cd weapons. I he Ihip having come to an anchor, we 
obferved a few huts, in which were Ibmc of the natives; 
and faw l<)mccanoes, in each of which was a man em¬ 
ployed in ftriking filli with a kind of fpear. VVe had 
•anchored opposite a village of about eight houfes, and 
obfcived an old woman and three chiklrcii come out of 
a wood, laden vyith llicl for a lire ; they were met by 
three fmaller children, all of whom, us well as the wo¬ 
man, wcie quite naked. The old woman frequently 
looked at the fliip w ith the utinort indifference, and, as 
foon as file had made 3 fire, the fifliermcn brought 
their canoes on Ihorc, and they fet about drclTincr their 
dinner w ith as much compofurc, as if a fliip had been 
iw extraordinary light. Having formed a deficrn of 
landing, wc manned the boats, and took Tupia\-ith 
us, and wc had no fooncr pmc near the Ihorc, than two 
rnen advanced, as if to dilpuLc ouiTctting foot on land. 

1 hey were each of them armed with ditferent kinds of 
weapons. I hey called out aloud in a harlli tone warra 
wanawai! the meiuiingpfwhich 'lupiadid not undcr- 
Itand. 1 he captain threw them beads, nails, and other 
tanes, w hich thev' took up, and feemed very w ell pleafed 
^ * r ^ uiadc lignals that he wanted water 

and ufed every pofliblc means to convince them that no 
injury was intended. I'hcy made figns to the boat s 
cicw to land, on which we put the boat in. but wc had 
no joonci done fo, than the two Indians came ao-ain to 
op^xife us. A niurquec was now bred bctwecn^Lhciii 
on the report of which, one of them dropped a bundle 
of lances^ which he immediately lhatched up again in 
great haftc. One of them then threw' a (lone at Che 
boat, on which the captain ordered a mufquet loaded 
with fmall (hot to be fired, which wounding the eldcll 
Of them on the legs, he retired lialtily to one of the 
houlcs, tha^t Hood at Ionic little dillancc. The people in 


the boats now' landed, imagining that the wound which 
this man had received would put an end to the contcH 
In this, however, wc weremiHaken, for he immediately 
returned with a kind of Hiicld, of an oval figure, painted 
white in the middle, with two holes in it to fee through 
They now advanced w ith great intrepidity, and both 
difeharged their lances at the boat’s crew^,'but did not 
wound any of them. Another mufquet was fired at 
them, on which they threw another lance, and then 
took to their heels. We now went up to the huts in 
one of which wc found the children, w ho had fcGrctcd 
themfelvcs behind feme bark. Wc looked at them 
but left them wdthout its being known wc had fiai 
them, and having throw n fevcral pieces of doth, rib¬ 
bands, beads, and other things into the hut, wc took 
fevcral of their lances, and then reimbarked in the boat 
The canoes on this coafi: w ere about 13 feet in Icnoth* 
each made of the bark of a fingle tree, tied up at'^thc 
ends, and kept open in the middle 'by the means of 
flicks placed acrofs them; their paddles w'crc very 
fmall, and two were ufed at a time. 


toiind plenty of frcfli w ater. On taking a view of the 
hut where wc had feen the children, w e had the morti¬ 
fication to find that every Indian w'as fled, and that 
they had left all the prefents behind therii. The cap¬ 
tain now went in the- pinnace to infpecl the bay, and 
faw fevcral of the natives, who all fled as he approached 
them. Some of the men having been fent to get wood 
and water, they no fooncr went on board to dinner, 
than the natives came down to the place, and examined 
the calks with great attention, but did not ofler to re¬ 
move them. When the people were on fhorc in the 
altcrnoon, about 20 of the natives, all armed, ad¬ 
vanced within a trifling diftance of them, and then 
flopped, while two of their number approached Hill 
nearer. Mr. Hicks, the commanding ofHetr on fliore, 
went towards them, with prefents in his hands, and 
endeavoured, by every pofliblc means toaffurc them of 
his friendly intentions, but to no purpofe, for they re¬ 
tired before he came up to them. In the evening 
Melfrs. Banks and Solander, w cut with the captain to 
a cove north of the bay, where they caught between 
three and four hundred w'cight of filh, at fbnr hauls. 

On Monday the 30th, the natives came down to the 
huts before it was light, and v\crc repeatedly heard to 
fhout very loud, and foon after day-break they were 
feen on the beach, but quickly retired about a mile, 
and kindled feyeral fires in the woods. This day fome 
of the Ihip's crew being employed in cutting grafs at 
a diflance from the inain body, while the natives piir- 
lucd them, but Hopping within fifty or fixty yards of 
them, they fliouted fevcral times, and retreated to the 
woods. In the evening they behaved exactly in the 
lame manner, when the captain followed them alone 
and unarmed tor fome time, but they Hill retired as he 
approached. 

On Tuefday May the firfl, rhe fouth point of the 
bay was named Sutherland Point, one of the Icamen 
ol the name of Sutherland, having died tlvat da}', was 
buried on fliore; and mote prefents were left in the 
huts. Inch as looking-glalfcs, combs, 6cc. but the for¬ 
mer ones had not been taken awav. Making an cx- 
curlion about the countr)', wc found it agreeably varie¬ 
gated with wood and lawn, the trees being Hrait and 
a , aiK without underwood. The country might be 
cultivated without cutting down one of them. The 
pis frrows m large tults, almoft dofe to each other, 
an i itre is a great plenty of it. In this cxcurlion, 
v\e met with many places v.hcrc the inhabitants had 
Ikpt without Hieltcr, and one man, who ran away the 
nionient he beheld us. More prefents were left in 
tcir huts, and at their llceping-places, in hopes of 
prodncuig a friendly intcrcourie. We Ihw the dung of 
an animal M hich ted on grafs, and traced the foot-lleps- 

anot icj, which had claws like a dog, and was about 
the luc of a wolf: alfo the track of a fmall animal, 
whofe foot was like that of a polecat, md faw one 
animal alive-, about the fize of a rabbit. Wc found 
fome wood that had been felled, and the bark ftript olf 
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bvr the natives, and fcvcral growing trees, in which 

fteps had been cut, for the convenience of afeending 
them. The woods abound with a vafl variety of beautiful 
birds among which were cockatooes, and parroquets, 
vhich flew in large flocks. The fccond lieutenant, Mr. 
^re having been with a boat in order to drudge for 
ovflers, law fomc Indians, who made ligns for him 
to conic on fliorc, which he declined : having finiflied 
his bufinefs, he fent the boat away, and went by land 
with a midlhipman, to join the party that was getting 
water, ^heir way they met with more than 20 of 
the natives, who followed them fo clofe as to come 
within a few yards of them; Mr. Gore Hopped and faced 
them, on which the Indians Hopped alfo, and when he 
nroceeded again, they followed him ; but they did not 
a^ctack him though they had each man a lance. The 
Indians coming in fight of the water-calks. Hood at 
the diflance of a quarter of a mile, while Mr. Gore 
and his companions reached their Ihip-matcs in fafety. 
Two or three of the waterers now advanced towards the 
Indians, but obferving they did not retire, they very 
imprudently turned about, and retreated haHily : this 
apparent fign of cowardice infpired the favages, who 
difcharged four of their lances at the fugitives' which 
flying beyond them, thev efcaped unhurt. They now 
Hopped to pick up the lances ; on which the Indians 
retired in their turn. At this inHant the captain came 
tip with Meflrs. Banks and Solander, and Tupia ad¬ 
vancing made ligns of friendlhip; but the poor na¬ 
tives would not Hay their coming up to them. On the 
foUow'ing day they went again on Ihore, where many 
plants were colleded by Dr. Solander, and Mr. Banks. 
They faw feveral parties of the Indians, who all ran 
aivay on their approach. 1 upia having learnt to flioot, 
frequently Hayed alone to flioot parrots, and the Indi¬ 
ans conflantly fled away from him with as much pre¬ 
cipitation as from the Englifli. On the 3d of May, 
fourteen or fifteen Indians, in the fame number of ca¬ 
noes, were engaged in Hriking fifh within half a mile of 
the watering-place. At this time a parry of the fliip’s 
crew were fliooting near the fifliermen, one of whom 
Mr. Banks obferved to haul up his canoe on the beach, 
and approach the people who were fliooting. He 
watched their motions unobferved by them, for more 
than a quarter of an hour, then put off his boat and re¬ 
turned to his fifliing. At this time the captain, with 
Dr. Solander and another gentleman, went to the head 
of the bay to try to form fome connedion with the In¬ 
dians. On their firH landing they found feveral of 
the Indians on Ihore, who immediately retreated to 
their canoes, and rowed off. They went up the coun¬ 
try, where they found the foil to be a deep black mould, 
which appeared to be calculated for the produdion of 
any kind of grain. They faw fome of the fineH mea¬ 
dows that \i crc ever beheld, and met with a few rocky 
places, the Hone of which is fandy, and feemed to be 
admirably adapted for building. In the woods they 
found a tree bearing cherries, if fliape and colour may 
intitle them to that name, the juice of which was a- 
grecably tart. "I'liey now returned to their boat, and 
feeing a fire at a diflance, rowed towards it; but the 
Indians fled at their coming near them. Near the 
beach they found feven canoes, and as many fires, 
from which they judged that each filherman had 
drefled his own dinner. There were oyflers lying on 
the fpot, and fome nuifcles roafling on the fire. I'hey 
ate of thefe fifli, and left them fome beads and other 
tyifles in return. I'hey now returned to the fliip, and 
mthe evening Mr. Banks went out with his gun, and 
faw a great number of quails, fome of which he fliot,and 
they proved to be the fame kind as thofc of England. 
On the following day a midlhipman having Hayed from 
his companions, came fuddenly to an old man and wo- 
ttian, and fomc children, who were fitting naked under 
a tree together: they feemed afraid of him, but did not 
run away. The man wore a long beard, and both he 
and the women were grcv-hcaded; but the w Oman's 
hair was cut Ihort. 'I'liis day likewifc, two of another 
party- met with fix Indians oi\ the border of a wood, 
one of wlioni calling out very loud, alance was thrown 
No. 7. o ; > 


from a wood, which narrowly miffed them. The In-. 

dians now ran off, and> Ih looking rciund they faw a- 
youth defceiid from a tree, who had doubtlcfi been 
placed there for the purpofe of thrdw'ing the lancc at" 
them. This day tlie captftin W'cnt up the country on* 
the north fide of the bay, which he found to icfomblc 
the moory grounds of England ; but the land wa.s 
thinly covered with plants iibout 16 inches high. The. 
hills rife gradually behind each other, for a cbrlfidemble 
diflance, and between them is marfhy ground. Thof* 
who had been fent out tb fifli this day, met \yith great 
fiicccfs, and the fccond lieutenant Hruck a fifli called 
the Stingray, which weighed near two hundred and 
fifty poundsi The next morning a fifli of the fame 
kind was taken, which weighed three hundrea and 
fifty pounds. The name df Botany Bay was given to 
this place from the. large huniber df plants cOlle<Hed 
by Meffrs. Banks and Solander. This country pro-^ 
duces two kinds df wbod which may be deemed tim¬ 
ber, one of which is tall and flrait like the pine, and 
the ocher is hard, heavy, and dark-coloured, like lig¬ 
num vitae; it yields a red gunl, like dragon’s blood, 
and bears fome rcfemblance of the Englifli oak. 1 here 
are mangroves in abundance, Ibvefal kinds of palm, and 
a few flirubs. Among other kinds of birds, crows 
were found here, exa( 5 tly like thofe of England. There 
is great plenty of water^fowls, among the flats of fand 
and mud; one of which is fliaped like a pelican, is 
larger than a fvvan, and has black and white feather.^. 
Thefe banks of mud abound w'ith cockles, mufclcs, 
oyflers, and other flicll-fifli, which greatly contribute 
towards the fupport of the natives, w'ho fometimes drefs 
them on fliore, and at other tirtics in their canoes. 
They likewdfc caught many ocher kinds of fifli wdeh 
hooks and line. 

While the captain remained in the harbour, the En¬ 
glifli colours were difplayed on fliorc, daily, and the: 
name of the fliip, with the date of the year, was car\xd 
on a tree near the place where we took in our 
w'atcr. 

On Sunday the 6th of May, at nooft, we failed from 
Botany Bay, and at noon, were off a harbour, which 
was called Port Jackfon, and in the evening, near a 
bay, to which w-c gave the name of Broken Bay. The 
next day at noon, the northemmofl land in flght pro- 
jeefled fo as to juflify the calling it Cape Three Points. 
On Wednefday the 9th, we faw two exceeding beauti¬ 
ful rainbows, the colours of which were flrong and 
lively, and thofe of the inner one fo bright, as to refled 
its fliadow^ on the water. They fonned a complete fc- 
micirclc, and the fpace between them w-as much 
darker than the reft of the Iky. On Thurfday w-e 
paffed a rocky point, which was named Point Ste¬ 
phens. Next day faw fmoke in feveral places on fliore, 
and in the evening difeovered three remarkable high 
hills near each other, which the captain named the 
Three Brothers. They lie in latitude 31 deg. 40. itiin. 
and may be feen thirteen or fourteen leagues from the 
Ihore. 

Sunday, the 13th, we faw the fmoke of fires, on a 
a point of land, which was therefore called Cape 
Smokey. As wc proceeded from Botany Bay, north- 
w'ard, the land appeared high and well covered with 
w'ood. In the afternoon, w-e difeovered fome rocky 
iflands betw'ccn us and the land, the fouthcmiofl of 
w hich is in latitude 30 deg. 10 min. and the northcr- 
mofl in 29 deg. 58 min. On Tuefday morning, by 
the affiftance of our glaffes, we difeerned about a fcorc 
of Indians, each loaded wdth a bundle, which w e ima¬ 
gined to be palm leaves for covering their houfes. We 
traced them for more than an hour, during which time 
they took not the leafl notice of the fliip ; at length 
they left the beach, and were lofl behind a hill, which 
they gained by a gentle afeent. At noon, in latitude 
28 deg. 37 min. 30 fee. fouth, and in 206 deg. 30 min. 
wefl longitude, the Captain difeovered a high point of 
land, and named it Cape Byron. Wc continued to 
fleer along the Ibore with a frefli gale, and in the even¬ 
ing w'c difeovered breakers at a confiderablc diflance 
from the fliorc, fo that we were obliged to tack, and 
i Q. 
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get into deeper water; whieh having (k>nc, wc lay 
with the head of the vefTel to the land till the next 
morning, when.w-e \vere furprized to had ourfclves far¬ 
ther to the h>u til ward than wc had been the precjeding 
evening, notwithllanding we had a foutherly wind all 
nights : The breaker^ lie in latitude 28 deg. 22 min. 
fouth.' In the morning we paffed the breakers, near a 
peaked.mountain, which we named Mount Warning, 
fitiiaced in 28 deg. 22 min. fouth latitude. The point 
pif .which thele flip^s lie, Capt. Cook nan^cd j^oint 
Danger. We purfued our courfc, and the next day 
fhW ; jnQre breakers, near a pxiint, which we diflin- 
guifii^d by the name of Point Look-out; to the north 
of V hich the fliore forms a wide open bay, which we 
called Morctons Bay, and the north point thereof Cape 
Mqreton. Near this are three hills, which wc called 
the Glafs Houfes, from the vej-y llrong rcfcinblance 
they bore to fuch buildings. 

On.Friday, the i Sth^: a,t two in the morning, wede- 
feried a point fo unequal, that it looks like two frnall 
iflands .under .the land, and it was therefore called 
Double Ifland Point. At noon, by the help of glalfcs, 
w'e difeovered fome fands, which lay in patches of fc- 
vcral acres. We obferved they wore moveable, and 
that they had npt been long in their prefent fituation ; 
for we law uecs half buried, and the tops of others 
Hill green. At this time two beautiful water-fnakes 
fwam by the fliip, in every refpedl rcfcmbling land 
fnakes, except tliat their tails were flat and broad, 
prqbably to ferve them inftead of fins in fwimming. 

Saturday, the j 9th a.t noon, we failed about four 
leagues from the land, and at one o’clock faw a point, 
whereon a number of Indians were aflemblcd, from 
whence it was called Indian Head. Soon afterwards 
we faw many more of the natives; alfo fmoke in the 
day time, and fires by night. The next day we faw a 
point, which was named Sandy Point, from two lai^c 
trads of white fand that were on it. Soon after wx 
paffed a flioal, which we called Break Sea Spit, be- 
caufe we had now fniooth water, after having long en¬ 
countered a high lea. For feme days pall we had fecn 
the fea birds, called boobies, none, pf which wc had 
met with bclbrc ; and which, from half an hour after, 
were coiitiinully palling .theyfiiip in large .flights: 
from which it was conjecbired, that there was an inlet 
or river of fliallow water to the fouthward, w here they 
went to feed in the day time, returning in the evening 
to fome iflands to the northward. In honour of Capt. 

I Icrvcy we named this bay, Hervey’s Bay. 

On 'ruefday, the 22nd, at fix in the morning, by 
the help of our glalfe*, when a-breafl: of the fouth point 
of a large bay, in \yhich the Captain intended to an¬ 
chor, we difeovered, that the land was covcrctl w ith 
palm-niit-trccs, none of which we had feen fihcc wc 
had quitted the iflands within the tropic. On the 
23d, early in the morning, Capt. Cook attended by 
fcvcral gentlemen, and Tupia, went on fhore to exa¬ 
mine the countjy. 'Fhe w ind blew fo frcfli, and w c 
found it fo cold, that being at fome difiance from the 
Ihore, wc took w ith us our cloaks. Wc laiidcd a lit¬ 
tle within the point of a bay, which led into a large 
hgoon, by the lides of w hich grows the true mangrove, 
fuch as is found in the Weil-Indies, as it docs alio on 
fome bogs, and fwamps of fait water whjch’we.difco- 
vered. In thefe mangroves were many nefls of ants of 
a lingular kind, being as green as grafs. When the 
branches were moved, they came forth in great num¬ 
bers, and bit the diflurber mofl: fevcrcly. liicfc trees 
likcwifc afforded Iheltcr for immenfe numbers of green 
caterpillars, whofc bodies were covered with hairs, 
which, on the touch, occafioncd a pain fimilar to the 
fling of a nettle, but much more acute. Thefe infeds . 
were ranged fide by fide on the leaves, thirty or forty 
together, in a regular inanncr. Among the fand-banks 
W'C Jaw birds larger than fwans, which we imagined 
w'crc pelicans,; and Ihot a kind of bufiard, which 
weighed fcventcen pounds. This bird proved very de¬ 
licate food, on w hich account wc named this bay Buf- 
tard Bay. We likew’ife lliot a duck of a mofl: beautiful 
plumage, with a white beak. We found an abundance 


of oyflers, of various forts, and among the refl fome ham¬ 
mer oyflers of a curious kind. The country here is 
much'worfe than that about Botany Bay, the foil beina 
dry and tandy, but the lidcsofthc hills arc covered with 
trees, which growTeparatcly without underwood. Wc 
fiiw the tree diat yields a gum like the fattgitis draconh^ 
but the leaves arc longer than the fame kind of trees in 
ocher parrs, and hang down like thofc of a weeping 
willow. While we were in the woods, feveral of the 
natives took a furvey of the fliip and then departed; 
Wc faw on Ihore fires in many places, and repairing to 
on of them, found a dozen burning near them. The 
people were gone, but had left fome fliclls and bones of 
fifli they had jufl eaten. Wc perceived likcwifc feve- 
ral pieces of foft bark about the length and breadth of a 
man, which wc judged had been ufed as beds. 'I'hc 
whole was in a tFicket of clofe trees, which afforded 
good flicker from the wind. This kind of encamp¬ 
ment was in a thicket well defended from the wind. 
The place feemed to be much trodden, and as there 
was no appearance of a houlc, it was imagined that 
they fpcnc their nights, as w:cll as their days in the 
open air; even'I'upia fliook his head, and e.\claimcd, 
Taata Enos!Poor Wretches !” 

On Thurfday, the 24th, wc njadclail out of the bay, 
and on the day follow:ing \vcre a-breafl of a point, 
which being immediately under the tropic, the caprsiii 
named Cape Capricorn, on the wefl fide whereof we 
faw an amazing number of large birds rcfcmbling the 
pelican, fome of which were near five feet high. We 
now anchored in twelve fathom water, having the 
main-land and barren iflands in a manner all round us, 

Sunday, the 27th, v/c flood between the range of 
almofl: barren iflancr, and-the main land, wdiich ap¬ 
peared mountainous. We had here very fliallow wa-. 

. ter, and anchored in iixteen feet, which was not more 
than the fliip drew. Mr. Banks ti'icd to fifli.from the 
cabin window^s, but the water was too fliallow\ The 
ground indeed was covered with crabs, which greedily 
feized the bait, and held it till they w’crc above water. 
Thefe erabs w ere of two kinds, one of a vqry fine blue, 
with a w hitc belly; and the other marked wdth blue on 
the joints, and having three brown fpots on the back. 

On Monday, the 28th, in the morning, we faikd 
to the northward, and to the northcrniofl point of land 
wc gave the name of Cape Manifold, from the nuin- 
: her of high hills appearing above it. Betw een this 
cape and the fliorc is a bay, which we called Kcppcl's, 
and to feveral iflands, wc gave the name of the fame 
admiral. This day being determined to keep the main 
land dole aboard, which continued to trend away to the 
v. cfl, wc got among another dufler of iflands. Here 
wc were greatly alarmed, havii^gon afudden but three 
fathom water, in a riplingtidc; wc immediately put 
the Ihip about, and hoillcd out the boat in fearch of 
deeper water; after which wc flood to the weft with 
an caly fail,. and in the p,xning came to the entrance 
ol a bay. In fheatternoon, having founded round the 
fliip, and found that there was water fuflicient to carry 
her over the flioal, we w eighed, and flood to the wefl- 
ward, having fent a boat a-hcad to found, and at fix 
in the evening wc anchored in ten fathom, with aflindy 
bottom, at about two miles diflant from the main. 

On i uefday the d9th, wc had thoughts of laying 
the Ihip afl ore, and cleaning her bottom,and therefore 
landed with the mailer in learch of a convenient place 
for that pr.rpofc. In this cxcuifion Dr. Solandcr and 
Mr. Banks accompanied us ; wc found walking ex¬ 
tremely incommodious, the ground being covered 
with grafs, ,the feeds ol which were lharp and bearded, 
fo that they were continually flicking in our cloaths, 
whence they worked Jbrwards to the ilcfli by means of 
the beard. Vi e were alflj perpetually tormented with 
the flings of mufquetos. Several places w^rc found 
convenient to lay down the fhip afliorc, but to our 
great difiippointment, wc could meet with no frefli 
water. V\ c proceeded, however, up the country, and 
in the interior parts, we found gum-trees, on the 
branches w hereof were white ants 'nells formed of clay, 
as big as a bulhcl. On another tree* we faw black arus, 
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u’hich perforated all the tvigs, and after they had 

eaten out the pith, formed their lodging in the hoi- 
lows which contained it ; yet the trees were in a tiou- 
rilhing condition. We alfo faw in the air many thou- 
fands ofbtitterflies, which ever way we looked; and 
every bough was covered with incredible numbers. 
On the dry ground we difeovered, fuppofed to have 
been left by the tide, a fifh about the hze of a min 
now having two ftrong breaH: Hns, with which it leaped 
away as nimbly as a frog : it did not appear to be 
weakened by being out of the water, nor even to pre¬ 
fer that element to the land, for when feen in the water 
it leaped on fliore, and purfued its way. It was l.k - 
wife remarked, that where there were fmull Hones pro- 
iecling above the water,^ it chofe rather to leap from 
one Hone to another, than to pafs through the water. 

On Wednefday tlic 30th Capt. Cook, and other gen¬ 
tlemen, wentaniore, and having gained the lunimit o. 
a hill, took a furvey of the coalt, and the adjace. 
idands, which being done, the Captain proceeded wiih 
Dr. Solander up an inlet, that had been difcovcrc^ 
the preceding day; but the wcaiher proving unfa¬ 
vourable, and from a fear of being bewildered among 
the fboals in the night, they returned to the Ihip, hav¬ 
ing feen the whole day, only two Indians, who followed 
the boat a conlidcrabic way along fhorc; but tlie ti. «. 
running ftrong, the Captain thought it not prudent to 
wait for them. While thefe genilemen were tracing 
the inlet, Mr. Iknks, with a party, endeavoured to 
penetrate into the country, and having met with a 
piece of fwampy ground, we rcfolved to pafs it; but 
before we got half w ay, we found the mud almoO: knee 
deep. The bottom v\ as covered with branches of trees, 
interwoven on the furface of the fwamp, on which we 
fometimes kept our footing; Ibmctimcs our feet fiipt 
through; and fometimes we were fo entangled among 
them,*^as not to be able to free ourfelvcs but by groping 
ill the mud and flime with our hands. However, we 
crofied it in about an hour, and judged it might be 
about a quarter of a mile over. Having pcrlbrmcd 
this difagrecable tafk^ we came to a fpot, where had 
been four fmall fii'cs, near which were fomc bones of 
fifli that had been roafted ; alfo grafs laid in heaps, 
whereon four or five perfons probably ha.i Hept. Our 
fccond lieutenant, Mr. Gore, at another place, faw the 
track of a large animil, near a gully of \vater; he 
alfo heard the founds of human voices, but did not fee 
the people. At this place two turtles, fome water fow I, 
and a few fmall birds, were feen. As no water was to 
be found in our different cxcurfions, for feveral of our 
crew were alfo rambling about, the Captain called the 
inlet where the Hiip lay, Thirlly Sound. It lies in la¬ 
titude 22 deg. 10 min. fouth, and in 210 deg. 18 min. 
weft longitude, and may be known by a group of iflands 
that lie right before it, between three and four Icxigues 
out at fca. We had not a lingle inducement to liay 
longer in a place, where we could not be fup})licTl w ith 
trclh w'ater, nor with provilioiiol any kind. We eaught 
neither ftlli nor wild fowl; nor could we get a fliot at 
the fame kind of w'atcr-fowl, which we had feen in Bo¬ 
tany Iky. Therefore on the 31 ft at fix o'clock,"A. M. 
we weighed anchor, and put to lea. We kept without 
the iflands that lie in fhorc, and to thc N. W. of Thirfty 
Sound, as there appeared to be no fafe palfage betw een 
them and the mam, at the fame time we had a number 
of iflands without us, extending as far as we could fee. 
Pier head, the N. W. point of Thirfly Sound, bore 
S. E. diflant fix leagues, being half way between the 
iflands which arc oft' the eaft point of the Weftern in¬ 
let, and three fmall iflands that lie dircilly without 
them. Having failed round thefe laft, we came to an an¬ 
chor in fifteen fathom w^atcr, and the weather being 
dark, hazy, and rainy, w'c remained under the lee* of 
them till feven o’clock of the next morning. 

On the lit of June, we got under fail, and our lati¬ 
tude by obfervation was 21 deg. 29 min. fouth. We 
had now ^|uitc open the v/eftern inlet, w'hich w'e have 
diftinguiflied by the name of Broad Sound. A point of 
land which forms its N. W. cnirancc, we named Cape 
Pahnerflon, lying in 21 deg. 30 min* S. latitude, and 
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in 210 deg. 54 min. W. longitude. Between this cape 

and Cape Tow nfnend is the bay, w hich we have called 
the Bay of Inlets. At eight in the 1‘vcning, we an-* 
chored in eleven fathom^ with a fandy bottom, about 
two leagues from thamain land. 

Saturday the i^nd, we got under fail, and at noon, 
in latitude 20 deg. 56 min. we faw a high promontory, 
which we named Cape Hillborough. It bore W. half 
N. diflant fcvco miles. The land appeared to abound 
n wood and herbage, and is diverflfied with hills, 
plains, and vallics. A chain pf iflands large and fmall 
arc litLiatcd at a diflance from the coafl and under the 
land, from fome of which we faw'fmokeafeending in 
d.flcrcnt places. . 

On Sunday, the 3d, we difeovered a point of land, 
which we called Cape onway, and between that and^ 
Cape Hillborough, a bay to which we gave the name of 
ftcpulfc Bay. The land about c. ape Conway forins 4 
• oftbeautiful landfcape, being diverflfied with hills,' 
ales, woods, and verdant lawns. By the help ot ouf 
glaffcs we difeovered two men and a woman on one of 
the .’Hands, and a canoe with an outrigger like thofe of 
Oraheirc. This day we named the ifiands Cumberland 
l.flands, in honour of the duke ; and a palfage which 
we had difeovered, was callcdWhitfunday j^alfagc, from 
the day on which it was feen. At day-break, on Mon¬ 
day the 4th, W'C were abreart of a point, which we 
^ alled Cape Glouccfter. Names were alfo given this 
day to three other placc.s, namely, Holbornc Ifle, F.dg- 
cumbe Bay, and Cape Upftart, w hich laft was fo called 
;>ccaufc It rifes abruptly from the low lands that fur- 
.ound It. Inland are fome hills or mountaiiis, which, 
like the cape aftbrd but a barren profpedt. 

On Tuefday the 5th, we were about four leagues 
rom land, and our latitude by obfervation was I9de^. 
12 min. S. We faw very large columns of fmokc ri- 
fing from the low lands. We continued .to ftcer 
W. N. W. as the land lay, till noqn on the 6th, when out 
latitude by obfervation was 19 deg. i min. S. at which 
time we had the mouth of a bay all open, diflant two 
leagues. 'Phis we named Cleveland Iky; and the eaft: 
point Cape Cleveland. The weft, which had the ap¬ 
pearance of an illand, we called Magnetical ifland,bc- 
caufc the compafs did not traverfe well w hen v. c were 
near it: they are both high, as is the main land be¬ 
tween them, the whole forming a furface the moft 
rugged, rocky, and barren of any we had feen upon 
the coail: yet it was not wdchout inhabitants, for we 
faw fmokc in feveral parts of the bottom of the bay. 

Thurfday the 7th, at day-break we were a-breaft of 
the caftern part of this land, and in the afternoon faw 
feveral laigc columns of fmokc upon the main ; alfo 
canoes, and fome trees, which we thought w’crc thofe 
of the cocoa-nut: in fearch of w hidi, as they w'QuId 
have been at this time very acceptable, Mr. Banks and 
Dr. Solander went afliorc w ith lieutenant Hicks; but in 
the evening they returned with only a few plants, ga¬ 
thered from the cabbage-palm, and which had been 
miflaken for the cocoa tree. 

On Friday, tlic 8eh we ftood away for the noi thcr- 
nioft point in light, to which we gave the name of Point 
Hillock. Between this and Magnetical ifle the Ihorc, 
forms Halifax Bay, which allords flicker from all 
winds. At fix in the evening we were a-breafl of a 
point of land, which we named Cape Sandwich. From 
hence the land trends W. and afterwards N. funning a 
fine large bay, which was named Rockingham Iky. 
We now ranged northward along the fliore, towards u 
clufter of iflands, on one of w inch about foity.ur fifty 
men, women, and children were Handing together, all 
ftark naked, and looking at the lliip w ith a curiolity 
never obferved among thefe people before. At noon 
our latitude, by obfervation, "VN-as 17 deg. 59 min. and 
we were a-breaft of the north point of Rockingham 
Bay, w hich bore from us VV. diftant about two miles. 
This boundary of the bay is formed by an illand of con- 
lidcrable height, which we diftinguiflied by the name 
of Dunk Ifle. 

On Saturday, the 9th, in the morning, we were 
a-hreafl: of fome Imall iflands, w’hich were named 
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Frankland s Illcs. At noon we were in the rhiddle of 
the channel, and by obfervation in latitude r6 deg^ 57 
miii S. a'lid in longitude 214 deg. 6 itiiriv W. with 
twenty fathom water. The point on the main Cf which 
we were now abreaft Capt. Cook named Cape Grafton. 
Having hauled round this, we found a bay three miles 
to the weftvN ard, in which we anchoi'cd; rfnd called the 
ifland Green Ifland. Here Mr. Banks-and I>. Soun¬ 
der w'cnt alhore with the captairt, with a view of pro¬ 
curing water, which not being to' be had ealify, they 
foon returned aboard, and the neJtt day we arrived near 
Trinity Bay, fo called becaiufe difeovered Trinity 
Sunday. 

Sunday the i oth was remarkable for the dangerous 
fftuation of the Endeavour,, as^ was Tue^day the 12th; 
for her pfefervation and deliverance, as chriftians, or 
only moral philofophers-, ought to add, agreeable 
to the will of an overruling providence, who Ihuc up the 
fea w'ith doors, who appointed for it a decreed place, 
and faid’. Thus far thou fliall come, and here fhall thy 
proud waves be ftayed. As no accident remarkably 
unfoVtunate hak! befallcil us, during a navigation 
of mofre than thirteen hurrdred miles, upon a coaft 
every where abounding with the moft dangerous rocks 
and Ihoals, nd> name ofdiftrefs had hitherto been given 
to any cape! 6 t point of land which we had fccn. 
But we now gave the name of Cape Tribulation, to a 
point we had juft feen fartheft to the northward, be- 
caufc here we bjcam-e acquainted with misfortune. The 
cape lies in latitude 16 deg. 6 min. S. and 214 deg. 39 
inin. W. longitude. 

This day, Sunday the loth, at fix in the evening we 
ftioitencd fail, and hauled off fhore clofc upon a wind, 
to avoid the danger of fome rocks, which were feen 
a head, and to obferve whether any iflands lay in the 
offing, as wc were near the latitude of thofe iflands, faid 
to have been difeovered by C^iros. We kept ftanding 
cfff from fix o’clock till near nine, with a fine breeze and 
bright moon. Wc had got into twenty-one fathom 
U atcr, when fuddcnly we fell into twelve, ten, and eight 
fathom, in a few minutes. Every man was inftantly 
ordered to his ftation, and wc were art the point of 
anchoring, when, on a fudden, we had again deep water, 
fo that we thought all danger at an end, concluding we 
had failed over the tail of fome flioals, which wc had 
fccn in the evening. We had twenty fathoms and up¬ 
wards before ten o’clock, and this depth continuing 
fome time, the gentlemen, who had hitherto been upon 
duty, retired to reft; but in Icfs than an hour the water 
fliallowed at once from twenty to feventeen fathoms, and 
Before foundings could be taken the fhip ftruck upon a 
rock, and remained immoveable. Every one was in- 
ftanrly on dcc'k, with countenances fully expreffive of 
the horrors of our iituation. Knowing we were'not 
near thcfliorc, we concluded that we were upon a rock 
rtf coral, the points of which are (harp, and the furface 
frt rough, as to grind away whatever it ribbed againft, 
even with the gcntleft motion. All the fails being im¬ 
mediately taken in, and our boats hoifted out, wc found, 
that the fliip had been lifted over a ledge of the rock^ 
and lay in a hollow within it. Finding the water w'as 
deepeft a-llcrn, wc carried out the anchor from the 
ftarboard quarter, and applied our whole force to the 
capftan, in hopt’s to get the veffcl off, but in vain. She 
ftow beat fo violently againft the rock, that the crew 
could fcarcely keep on their legs. The moon flione 
bright, by the light of which wc could fee the Iheath- 
Ing-boards float from the bottom of the vcifel, till at 
length the falfc keel followed, fo that we expeded in- 
ftant dcftrudtion. Our beft chance of cfcaping feemed 
now to be by lightening her; but having ftruck at high 
water, wc fliould have been in our prefent fituation after 
tlie vcffcl Ihould draw as much lefs water as the water 
had funk; our anxiety abated a little, on finding that 
the Ihip fettled on the rocks as the tide ebbed, and we 
fluttered ourfelves, that, if the fhip fhould keep to¬ 
gether till next tide, we might have fome chance of 
floating her. Wc therefore inftantly ftarted the waier 
m the hold^, and pumj)cd it up. The decayed ftores. 
caflvs, ball^ft, fix guns, and other things, were 


i thrown overboard, in order to get at the heavier articles^ 

' and in this bufinefs we were employed till day-break,. 

during all which time not an oath was fworn, fomuch 
‘ were the minds of the faifors imprdTcd with a fenfe of 
’ their danger. 

On Monday the nth, at day-light we firw land dt 
eight leagues diftance, but not a‘ fingl'c ifland between 
us and the main, on which part of the crew might 
have been landed, while the boat went on fliorc with 
the reft fo that the deftrudtion «f the greater part of 
us would have been inevitable had the fiiip gone to 
pieces. It happened that the w ind died away to a dead 
calm before noon. As wc cxpcOlcd high-water about 
eleven o’clock, every thing was prepared to make ano¬ 
ther clfoit to free the fiiip, but the tide fell fo much 
fiiort of that in tnc night, tFiat fhc did not float by 
, 18 inches, though wc had throw^n over-board near fifty 
tons weight: wc therefore renewed o\ir toil, and threw 
over-board every thing that could poffibly be fpared ; 
as the tide fell, the wearer poured in fo rapidly, that we 
could fcarcc keep her free by the conftant working of 
tw’o pumps. Our only hope now depended on the mid¬ 
night tide, and preparations were accordingly made for 
another effort to get the fliip off. l*hc tide began to 
rife at five o’clock, when the leak likewifc incrcafed 
to fuch a decree, that two pumps more were manned, 
but only one of them would w ork; three, therefore, w ere 
kept going till nine o’clock, at which time the fliip 
righted ; but fo much water had been admitted by the 
leak, thatwc expeefted flie would fink as foon as the wa¬ 
ter fiiould bear her off the rock. Our fituation was now- 
deplorable, beyond defeription, almoft all hope being at 
an end. We knew that when the fatal moment fliould 
arrive, all authority would be at an end. The boats 
were incapable of conveying all on fhore, and we 
dreaded a conteft for the preference, as more fliocking 
than the fliipwreck itfelf; yet it was confidcred, that 
thofe who might be left on board, would eventually 
meet with a milder fate than thofe who, by gaining the 
fhore, would have no chance but to linger out the re¬ 
mains of life among the rudeft favages in the univerfe, 
and in a country, where fire-arms would barely enable 
them to fupport thcmfelves in a moft wretched fitua¬ 
tion. At twenty minutes after ten the fliip floated, and 
was heaved into deep w^ater, w hen we were happy to 
find that Ihc did not admit more waiter than flie had 
done before: yet as the leak had for a confidcrable time 
gained on the pumps, there w'as now three feet nine 
inches water in the hold. By this time the men w'cre 
fo worn by fatigue of mind and body, that none of them 
could pump more than five or fix minutes at a time* 
and then threw themfelvcs, quite fpent, on the deck, 
amidft a ftrcani of w ater w hich came from the pumps. 
The fuccccding man being fatigued in his turn, threw 
himfelf down in the fame manner, while the former 
jun^ped up and rcnew'ed his labour, thus mutually 
ftruggling for life, till the following accident had like 
to have given them up a prey to ablolutc defpair, and 
thereby infured our deftrudiion. Between the infide 
lining of the fliip’s bottom, which is called the cicling, 
and the outlide planking, there is a fpace of about 
feventeen or eighteen inches. The man who had 
hitherto taken the depth of water at the well, had taken 
it no farther than the cicling, but being now relieved 
by another perfon, who took the depth of the outfide 
plank, it appeared by this miftake, that the leak had 
fuddcnly gained ujxin the pumps, the whole difference 
between the two planks. This circumftancc deprived 
us of all hopes, and fcarce any one thought it worth 
while to labour, for the longer prefervation of a life 
which muft fo foon have a period: but the miftake 
v\as foon difeovered ; and the joy arifingfrom fuchun- 
expctfted good news infpired the men with fo much 
vigour, that before eight o’clock in the morning, they 
had pumped out conliderably more water than they had 
Ihippcd. Wc now talked of nothing but getting the 
Ihip into fome harbour, and let heartily to work to get 
in the anchoi*s; one ot which, and the cable of ajiothcr, 
wc loft; but thefe were now conlidercd as trifles. Hav¬ 
ing a good breeze from fca, w c got under fail at eleven 

o'clock. 
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o'clock, and ftecred for land. As wc could not dif- 
covcr the exact lituation of the leak, wc had no profpe(ft 
of flopping it within lidc of the veflel. but on Tuefday 
the 12th, the following expedient, which one of the 
jnidfliipinen had formerly feen tried with fuccefs, was 
adopted. ^Vc took an old ftudding fail, and having 
mixed a large quantity, of oakham and w*ool, chopped 
finall, it was ftitched down in handfuls on the fail,^ as 
licrhcly as polTiblc, dung of ilicop and other filth 
being fpread over it. Thus prepared, the fail was 
hauled under thefliip, by ropes, which kept it extended 
till it came under the leak, w hen the fueflion carried in 
the oakham and wool from the furface of the/ail. This 
experiment fuccceded fo well, that inhead of three 
pumps, the w ater w as cafily kept under with one. 

We had hitherto no farther view* than to run the fli'ip 
into fome harbour, and build a vejTel from hpr mate¬ 
rials, in which we might reach the Eaft-Indies; but 
we now began to think of finding a proper place to re¬ 
pair her damage, arid then to purfue her voyage on Its 
oiiginal plan. At fix in the evening wc anchored 
feven leagues from the fiiorc ; and found that the fliip 
nude 15 inches water an hour during the night; but as 
the pumps could clear this quanefty, w c were not uneafy. 
At nine in the morning w c pafied two iflands, which 
were called Hope Iflands, bccaufc the reaching of them 
had been the objc< 5 l of our wiflies, at the time of the 
fliipwrcck. In the afternopn, the niafter was fent out 
with two boats to found and fdarch for a harbour where 
trie IhLp might be repaired, arid w c anchored at fiiri-fet. 


in four fathoms water, two miles from the fiiorc. One 
of the mates being fent out in the pinnace, returned at 
nine o’clock, reporting, that he had found fuch a har¬ 
bour as was wanted, at the diflance of tw o leagues. 

Wednefday the 13th, at fix o’clock we failed, having 
previoufiv fent two boats a-hcad, to point out the (hoals 
that w'e law in our way. We foon anchored about a 
mile from the fiiorc, when the captain went our, and 
found the channel very narrow’’, but the harbour was 
better adapted to our prcfinit purpofe, than any place 
wc had feen in the w hole courl'e of the voyage. As it 
blew very frefli this day and the following night, we 
could not venture to run into the harbour, but re¬ 
mained at anchor during the two fuccccding days, in 
the courfc of w hich we obfei ved four Indians on the 
hills, who flopped and made tw o fires. 

Our men, by this time, began to be affliefled with the 
feuryey; and our Indian friend Tupia w^as fo ill with it, 
that he had livid fpots on both his legs. Mr. Green 
the aflronomer was likewife ill of the fame diforder; 
fo that our being detained from landing was every w'ay 
difag.-ceablc. The wind continued frcfli till the 17th, 
arid then wc refolvcd to p.ufli in for the harbour, and 
twice ran the fliip a-girbund ; the fecond time flic ftuek 
fafl; on which we took down the booms, fore-yard, and 
fore-top mafls, and made a raft on the fide of the (hip; 
and, as the tide happened to be rifing, flic floated at one 
o’clock. We foon got her into the harbour, where flie 
was moored along the fide of a beach, and the anchors, 
cables, 6cC. immediately takeri out of her. 


CHAP. 


IX. 


^he JJj'ip is rcJlUed_in iLmleavour River—TranfaRions during that (me — T}je country^ its inhahitants aiid produElions 
deJenhed^A defer ipt ion of the harbnid\ the adjacent country y andJeveral ijlands near the coafl—lehe range from Endeavour 
River to northern extremity of the country—Md the danger's of that navigation—^be Endeavour departs from South 

Wales^'That count ry y its product and people deferihedy with a fpecimen of the language, 

to have funk her, even w’ith eight pumps coriflantly at 
wrirk, yet this inlet to bur deftrubUon was partly flopped 
up, by a fragment of the rock being left flicking 
therein. We likewife found fome pieces of the oak¬ 
ham, wool, &c. which had got between the timbers, 
and flopped thofc parts of the leak that the flone had 
left open. Exclufive of the leak great damage was done 
to various parts of the flap's bottom. While the fmiths 
were employed in making nails and bolts, the car¬ 
penters began to work on the vefiTel; and fome of the 
people were fent on the other fide of the river to Ihooc 
pigeons for the fick. I'hey found a flream of frcfli 
water, fevcral inhabitants of the Indians, and faw a 
moufc-colourcd animal, c.xcccding fwift, and about the 
fizc of a greyhound. 

On Saturday the 23d, a boat w'is difpatchcd to haul 
the fcinc, and returned at noon writh only three filh, and 
yet we faw them in plenty leaping about the harbour* 
This day many of the crew faw the animal above- 
mentioned ; and one of the feamch declared he had feen 
the devil, which John thus deferibed, ** He was, fiiys 
he, as large as a oric gallon keg, and very like it: he 
had horns and wings, yet he crept fo fiowly through 
the grafs, that if I had not been afeard, I might have 
touched him.” This formidable apparition wc after¬ 
wards difeovered to have been a batt, which wc muft 
acknowledge has a frightful appearance, it being black, 
and full as large as a partridge; but the man’s own ap- 
prehcnlions had furnilhed his devil with horns. 

Sunday, Mr. Gore and a party of men fent out with 
him, procured a bunch or two of wild plantains, and a 
few palm cabbages, for the refrcflimcntofthc lick: and 
this day the Captain and Mr. Banks faw the animal 
already mentioned. It had a long-tail that it carried 
like a greyhound, leaped like a deer, and the point of 
its foot rcfcmblcd that of a goat. The repairs of the 
Ihip on the flarboard fide having been finiflicd the pre¬ 
ceding day, the carpenters now began to work under 
her larboard bow ; and being examined abafl it appear- 
R ed 


O N Monday the 18th in the morrting, we eVeded 
a tent for the lick, who were brought ori fliore as 
foon it was ready for their rcOeption. Wc likewife built 
a rtage from the fliip to the Ihorc, and fet up a tent to 
hold the provilions and florcs, that were landed the 
fame day. The boAt was now difpatchcd in fcarch of 
frih for the rcfi'cfiiment of the fick, but fiic returned 
without getting any; but Tupia employed himfclf 
in angling, and living entirely upon what he caught, 
I'ccovcred his health very fafl. In art cxcuHion Mr. 
Banks made Up the country, he faw the frames of fcvc- 
lal huts, and Capt. Cook having afeended one of the 
higheft hills, obferved the land to be floncy and 
baiTcn, and the low land near the river Over-run with 
mangroves, among which the falt-watcr flowed every 
tide. 

Tuefday the r 9ih, the fmith’s forge was fet up, and 
the armourer prcjiarcd the ncccllary iron-work fur the 
repair of the veflel. The officers florcs, ballafl, water, 
&c. Were likewife ordered out, in order to lighten the 
Imp. This day Mr. Banks crolfed the river to view 
the country, which he obfciwed to be little clfc than 
fand hills. He faw vafl flocks of pigeons, mofl 
.beautiful birds, of which hc'fliot fevcral. On Wed- 
^elcla) the 20th, as wc were removing the coals, the 
water nifhcd in, near the foremafl, about three feet from 
me keel; fo that it w’as refolvcd to clear the hold 
entirely; which being done on Friday the 22nd, 
wc warped the fiiip higher up the harbour, to a fla- 
fion inorc proper for laying her a-fliorc, in order to flop 
the leak. Karly in the morning, the tide having left 
P^'oc'ccded to examine the leak, when it appear¬ 
ed that the rocks had cut through four planks into the 
inibers, and that three other planks were damaged. 

j breaches not a fplintcr was to be feen, the 
w ole being fmooth as if cut away by an inflnirncnt; 

" omnipotent being, that the 

c c Ihould be preferved by a veiy lingular circum- 
^or though one of the holes was large enough 
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cd (he had received very little injury in that quarter. 
Mr. Banks having removed his w hole colledlion of 
plants into the bread room, they were this day tinder 
water, by which fdme of them'were totally deiiroyed ; 
however by great care moft of them were reftored to 
a ftate of prefer\'ation. A plant \vas found this day, 
the 25th, the leaves of which were almoft as good as 
foinnage; alfo a fruit of a deep purple colour, and the 
flze of a golden pippin, w hich after having been kept 
a few days tailed like a damfon. On Tuefday, the 
26th, the carpenter was engaged in caulking the Ihip, 
and the men in other necelTary bufinefs; and on the 
27th the armourer continued to w'ork at the forge, and 
the carpenter on the fliip ; while the Captain made fe- 
veral hauls w'ith the large net, but caught only between 
twenty and thirty filh, which w^re di'llributed among’ 
the lick, and thofe who were not yet quite recovered. 
Wc began this day to move feme of the w*eight from 
the after-part of the foip forward, to eafe her. On the 
28th, Mr. Banks with fome Teamen went up into the 
country, to whom he fheWed a plant which fcr\Td them 
for greens, and w^hich the inhabitants of the Weft-In¬ 
dies call Indian Kale. Here we faw a tree notched f6r 
climbing; alfo nefts of white ants from a few inches to 
five feet in height; prints of mens feet, and the tracks 
of three or four animals were like wife difeovered. 

On Friday the 29th, at two o’clock in the morning, 
Capt. Cook with Mr. Green, obferved an cmerlion ot 
Jupiter’s firft fatellite: the time here Was 2 hours 18 
min. 53 fee. wiiich makes the longitude of this place 
214 deg. 42 min. 30 fee. W. and the latitude 15 deg. 

26 min. S. At dawn of day the boat w'as fent out to 
haul for fifh, and took what made an allowance of one 
pound and a half to each man. One of our midfliip^ 
men, this day abroad with his gun, reported, that he 
had feen a wolf, refembling exadlly the fame fpecies in 
America, at which he ihot, but could not kill it. The 
next morning, being the 30th, the captain afeended a 
hill to take a view' of the fca, when he obferved innu¬ 
merable fand banks and flioals, in every direeflion; but 
to the northward there was an appearance of a palTage, ^ 
which feemed the only way to lleer clear of the fur¬ 
rounding dangers, efpecially as the w'ind blows con- 
ftantly from the S. E. Mr. Gore faw this day two ft raw' . 
coloured animals of the fize of a hare, but ftiaped 
like a dog. In the afternoon the people returned with 
fuch a quai>tity of fifli, that two pounds and a half 
wxre diftributed to each man; and plenty of greens 
had been gathered, which when boiled with peas made 
an excellent mefs, and we all thought this day’s fare an 
unfpcakable refreftiment. 

On Sunday the ift of July all the crew had permif- 
fion to go on Ihorc, except one from each, mefs, part 
of whom were again font out with the feinc, and were 
again equal'y fuccefsful. Some of our people who > 
went up in the country, gave an account of their hav¬ 
ing feen fcvcralanimals, and a fire about a mile up the 
river. On Tuefday the 3d, the mafter, who had been 
fent in the pinnace, returned, and reported, that he had , 
found a paffage out to fca, betw een ftioals which con- 
lifted of coral rocks, many whereof were dry at low 
water. He found fome cockles fo large, that one 
of them was more than fufticient for tw 0 men; likc- 
wife plenty of other ftiell-fifli, of which he brought a 
fupply to the fliip, in his return to which he had landed 
jn a bay where fome Indians were at fupper; but they 
inftantly retired, leaving fome fca eggs by a fire for 
drclling them. This day w^c made another attempt to 
float the fliip, and happily fuccccded at high water; 
wlicn we found, that by the pofttion (he had lain in, 
one of her planks was fprung, fo that it was again nc- 
cellary to lay her alhorc. An alligator fwam by her fc- 
veral times at high Water. 

Wednefday the 4th vvas employed in trimming her 
upon an even keel, warping her over, and laying her 
down on a fand-bank, on the fouth fide of the river ; 
and on the next clay, the 5th, ftie was again floated, 
and moored olf the beach, in order to receive the 
ftorcs on board. This day we crofted the harbour, and 
found on a fandy beach a great number of fruits, not 
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difeoveted before' among others a cocoa-nut, which 
Tupia faid'had been opened by a crab, and was judged 
to' be whdt the Dutch call Bcurs Kmbbe. The vege* 
tablcTubftiinccs which Mr. Banks= picked, up w'cre cn- 
cniftcd with marine pradu(fti6ns, and covered with 
barnacles, a proof of their having been tranfplantcd, 
probably from Terra del Efperito Santo. This gentle¬ 
man with a party having failed up the river on the 6th, 
to make an excurfion up the country, returned on the 
Sth. Having followed the courfc of the river, they 
found it at length contraded into a natro'w channel, 
bounded by fteep banks, adorned w'ith trees of a moft. 
beautiful appearance, among w hich was the bark tree. 
The land was low and covcrcxl with grafs, and feemed 
capable of being ciiltivated to great advantage. The 
night, though wc had made^a lire on the banks of th.c 
river. Was rendered extremely• difagrccablc by the 
flings of the mufquitos, that caufc an almoft intolera¬ 
ble torment. Going in purfuit of game, w'c faw four 
animals, two of which were chafed by Mr. Banks's 
greyhound, but they greatly outftripped him in fpecd, 
by leaping over the long thick grafs, which inCOm- 
rnoded the dog in running. It was o 1 i)fer\'ed of the 
animals, that they bounded forward on two legs inftcad 
dfrunning onfour. Having returned to the boat w'epro¬ 
ceeded up the river, till it contracted to a brook of frefh 
water, but in whicli the tide rofe confiderably. Having 
flopped to pafs tlic night, with hope of fome reft, wc 
faw a fmokc at a diftance, on w hich three of us ap¬ 
proached it, but the Indians were gon^. We faw the 
impreftions of feet on the ftind, below high-water 
mark, and found a fire ft ill burning in the hollow of 
an old tree. At a fmall diftance were fcvcral huts, and 
\ve obferved ovens dug in tlic ground: the remains of a 
recent meal were likewife apparent. We now retired 
to OLirrefting-place, and flept on plantain leaves, with 
a bunch of grafs for our pillows, on the fide of a fand- 
bankj under the flicker of a, bufh. The tide favour¬ 
ing our return in the morning, we loft no time in get¬ 
ting back to the fliip. The mafter, who had been feven 
leagues at fca, returned foon after Mr. Banks, bringing 
W'ith him three turtles, which lie took with a boat¬ 
hook, and which together w cighed near eight hundred 
pounds. He was fent out next morning, and Mr. Banks 
accompanied him with proper inftrumeiits. for catching 
turtle : but not being fuccefsful, he would not go back 
that night, lb that Mr. Banks, after colledting fome 
.fliclls and marine produeflions, returned in his own 
fmall boat. In the morning the fccond lieutenant w'as 
fent to bring the mafter back, foon after which four In¬ 
dians, in a fmall canoe, were within light. The cap¬ 
tain now determined to take no notice of thefe people 
as the moft likely w'ay to be noticed by them. This 
projeft’anfwered; two of them came within mufquet 
ftiot of the vclTcl, where tlicy converfed very loud ; in 
return, the people on board fliouted, and made figns 
of invitation. The Indians gradually approached, w'ith 
their lances held up ; not in a menacing manner, but 
as if they meant to intimate that they were capable of 
defending tliemfelvcs. They cxime almoft a long-fid e, 
when the captain threw them cloth, nails, paper, &c. 
w'hich did notfeem to attrabt dicir notice, at length one 
of the failors threw a fmall flfti, which fo plcafed them, 
that they hinted their defigns of bringing their com¬ 
panions, and immediately row ed for tlie fliorc. In the 
interim, Tupia and fome of the crew landed on the op- 
polite ftiore. The four Indians now came quite along* 
lide the Ihip, and having received farther prcfenis, 
landed where Tupia and the Tailors had gone. They 
had each tw'O lances, and a flick w ith which they threw 
them. Advancing towards the Englifti, Tupia pet- 
fuaded them to lay down their arms, and lit by bin‘'> 
which they readily did. Othcj^rs of the crew now going 
on ftiore, the Indians feeined jealous, left they lliould 
get bctxveen them and their arms, but care was takento 
convince them that no fuch thing was intended/ and 
more trifles were prefented to them. I'hc crew ftakl 
with them till dinner-time, and then made flgns of iiy 
vitation for tlKin to go to the Ihip and cat; but this 
they declined, and reared in their canoe. Thcfc men 
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were of the common Mature, with very fmall limbs ; 
their complexion was of a deep chocolate ; their hair . 
black, either lank or curled, but not of the woolly kind ; ; 
the breads and upper lip of one of them were painted 
with ftreaks of white, which he called carbanda, and 
• fomc part of their bodies had been painted red. 7 'heir 
teeth were white and even, their eyes bright, and their 
features rather pleafing; their voices nuincal, and they 
repeated feveral Engliih words with great readinefs. 

The next morning, the vilit of three of thefe In¬ 
dians was renewed, and they brought with them a 
fourth, whom they called Yaparico, who appeared to 
be a perfon of fome confcqucncc. The bone of a bird, 
about fix inches long, was thru ft through the griftleof 
hisnofe; and indeed all the inhabitants of-this place 
had thcil^ofcs bored, for the reception of fiich an or¬ 
nament. Thefe people being all naked, the captain' 
gave one of them an old fhirt, which he bound round 
his head like a turban, inftcad of ufing it to cover any 
part of his body. I’hey brought a fifli to the fliip, 
which was fuppofed to be in payment for that given 
them the day before: after ibayingfome time with ap¬ 
parent fatisfaeftion, they fuddcnly letyped into their ca¬ 
noe, and rowed off,-from a jealouly of fomc of the 
gcjitlemcn who were examining it. 

On the 12th of July, three Indians vifited Tupia's . 
tent, and after remaining fomc time, went for two 
others, whom they introduced by name. Some filb 
w^as offered them, but they feemed not much to regard 
it \ after eating a little, they gave the remainder to 
Mr. Banks’s dog. Some ribbands which had been 
given them, to w'hich medals were fufpended round 
their necks, were fo changed by fmoke, that it was 
difficult to judge wbat colour they had been,.and the 
fmoke had made their Ikins look darker than their na¬ 
tural colour, from whence it was thought that they had 
Bept clofe to their fires, as a preventative againft the 
fting of the mufquitos. Both the ftrangers had bones 
through their nofes, and a piece of bark tied over their 
foreheads; and one of them had an ornament of firings 
round his arm; and an elegant necklace made of fliclls. ^ 
Their canoe was about ten feet long, and calculated to 
hold four perfons, and when it was in fliallow water 
they moveef it by the help of poles. Their lances had 
only a fmgle point, and fomc of them were barbed 
with fifli-bones. On the 14th Mr. Gore Ihot one of the 
moufc-colourcd animals above-mentioned. It chanced 
to be a young one, weighing more than 38 pounds; 
but when they arc full grown, they are as large as a 
Ihcep. The Ikin of this boaft which is called Kanga¬ 
roo, is covered w ith fliort fur, and is of a dark moufe 
colour; the head and ears are fomew'hat like thofe of a 
bare; this animal was dreffed for dinner, and proved 
fmc eating. The Blip's crew fed on tunic almoft every 
day, which were finer than thofe eaten in England, 
owing to their being killed Ix^fore their natural fat was 
wafted, and their juices changccl. 

On the 17th, Mr. Banks arid Dr. Solander w ent with 
the captain into the woods, and faw four Indians in a 
canoe, who went on fliorc, and walked up without fign 
of fear. They accepted foriic beads, and departed, 
intimating that they did not chufe to be followed. 
The natives being now become familiar with the Blip’s 
crew, one of them w'as defired to throw his lance, w hich 
he did with fuch dexterity and forcC^ that though it was 
not above four feet from the ground at the higheft, it 
penetrated deeply into a tree at ;hc diBance of fifty 
yards. 'Phe natives now came bn board the Blip, and 
"W well plcafed with their entci*fainment. 

On the lyth, we fa^v feveral of the women, w-ho, as 
Bellas the men, were quite naked. We were this day 
'^lilted by ten Indians, who feemed rcfolvcd to have 
turtles that was on board, which they re¬ 
peatedly made fign.s fur, and being as rcpcatcdlyrc- 
u cd, they exp relied the, utmofti*agc and rcfcntmcnt, 
f^^ in particular, having received a denial 

mm ilr. Bank.s, he damped, and .puBied him away in 
r manner, At length they laid hands on 

HO or the turtles, and drew them to the Bdc of the 
“P H here the canoe I.av, but the Tailors took them 


away. They iriade fevcirii fimilar attempts, but being 
equally unfuccefsful, they leaped fuddcnly into their 
canoe, and rowed oB'. At this inftarlt the captain, 
with Mr. Banks, and five or fix of the fcamcn, ivcnt 
on Biorc, where they arrived before the Indians, and 
where many of the crew were already employed. As 
foon as the Indians landed, one of them fnatched a 
fire brand from under a pitch-kettlc, and running to 
the w indw'ard of w'hat cffcdls were left on Biorc, fet fire 
to the diy grafs, which burned rapidly, fcorchcd a pig 
to death, burned part of the fmith’s forge, and w’ould 
have deBroyed a tent of Mr. Banks, but that fomc peo¬ 
ple came from the Blip juft in time to get it our of the 
way of the flames. In the mean while the Indians 
w’cnt to a place where the fiBiing-nets lay, and a quan¬ 
tity of linen w-as laid out to dr)', and there again fet fire 
to the grafs, in fpite of all pcrfualion, and even of 
threats. A mufquet loaded w ith fmall Biot was fired, 
and one of them being wounded, they ran away, and 
this fecond fire was cxtinguiBied; but the other burned 
far into the woods. 

The Indians Bill continuing in fight, a mulquet 
charged with ball ivas fired, the report only of which 
fentthem out of fight; but their voices being heard iri 
the woods, the Captain w ith a few people w'ent to meet 
them. Both parries ftopped w'hen in fight of each 
other ; at which time an old Indian advanced before the 
reft a little way, but foon halted, and after having 
fpokc fome words, whicli w e could not underhand, he 
retreated to his companions, and they all retired Bowl/ 
in a body. Having found means to feize fome of their 
darts, we continued following them about a mile, and 
then fat dowm upon fome rocks, the Indians litting 
down alfo about an hundred yards from us. The old 
man again came forward, having a lance w'ithout a 
point in his hand; he Bopped feveral times at dif¬ 
ferent diftances, and fpoke, whereupon the captain 
made figns of friend Blip, which they anfwcred. The 
old man now turned, and fpoke aloud to his compa¬ 
nions, who placed their lances againft a tree, and came 
forward in a friendly manner. When they came up to 
us, we returned the darts w'C had taken, and w'C per¬ 
ceived w'ith great fatisfaclion, that this rendered the re¬ 
conciliation complete. In this party were four perfons 
whom w e had not feen before, who, as ufual, w ere in¬ 
troduced to us by name, but the man who had been 
wounded in the attempt to burn our nets, was not a- 
inong them. Having received from us fomc trinkets, 
they W'alked amicably tow ard the coaft, intimating by 
iigns, that they would not fire the grafs again. When 
w"e came oppofitc the fiiip they fat down, but we could 
not prevail with them to go on board. They accepted 
a few mufquet balls, the ufc and cffcLft of W'hich the 
Captain endeavoured to explain. We then left them, 
and when arrived at the Blip, we faw the woods burning 
at the diftance of two miles. We had no conception 
of the fury with which grafs would burn in this hot dir 
mate, nor of the difficulty of cxtinguiBiing it; but we 
determined, that if it ihould ever again be noceffary 
for us to pitch our tents in fuch a fituation, our Bill 
work Biould be to clear the ground round us. 

Friday the 20tb, our Ihip being ready for Tea, the 
mafler was font in fcarch of a paffage to the north- 
w'ard, but could not find any; while the Captain found¬ 
ed and buoyed the bar. This day we faw' not any In¬ 
dians; but the hills for many miles were on fire, w hich 
at night made an appearance truly fublime. On the 
22nd, we killed a turtle, through both Ihoulders of 
which Buck a wooden harpoon, near fifteen inches long, 
bearded at the end, and about the thicknefs of a man’s 
finger, rcfcmbling fuch as we had feen among the na¬ 
tives. 'The turtle appeared to have been ftruck a con- 
lidcrable time, for the wound was pcrfedly healed. 
On the 24th, one of the failors, who with others had 
been fent to gather kale, having Brayed from the reft, 
fell in with four Indians at dinner. He was at firft 
much alarmed, but had prudence enough to conceal 
his apprchcnfions; and fitting down by them gave them 
his knife, which having examined, they returned. He 
would then have left them; but thc) feemed difpofed 
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to 'detain till, by feeling his hands and face, they 
Vcre convinced he was made of fledi and blood like 
themfelves. They treated him with great civility, a^id 
having kept him about half an hour, they made ligns 
that he might depart. When he left them, not taking 
the diredt way to the fhip, they came from the fire and 
fhewed him the ncareft way; from whence we conclud¬ 
ed, that they well knew from whence he came. Wc 
may here obferve, that the language of thefe people 
feemed to us more harfli than that of the illandcrs in the 
South-Sca. They w'cre continually repeating the word 
chcrcaii, a term as \^•c imagined of admiration. They 
alfo cried out, when they faw any thing new, chcr^ tut, 
tut, tut, tut I which probably was a limilar cxprcllion. 
Mr. Banks having gone on lliorc in fearch of plants, 
found the cloth which had been diftributed among the 
natives, lying in a heap, as ufelefs lumber. Indeed they 
feemed to fet very little value upon any thing we had 
except our turtle, a commodity we were Icall inclined 
and able to fparc 

Tuefday the 24th, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr re¬ 
turning from the w’oods, through a deep valley, found 
lying on the ground fevcral marking nuts, the Anacar- 
dium orientale; but they fought in vain for the tree 
that bore them. On the 26th, as Mr. Banks was again 
fearching the countiy to enrich his natural hiflory, he 
took an animal of the OpofTum kind, with two young 
ones. On the 27th, Mr. Gore fliot a Kanguroo, which 
weighed eighty-four pounds, though not at its full 
growth. When dreffed on the 28Lh, wc found it had 
a much worfe flavour than that wc had eaten be¬ 
fore. 

Sunday the 29th, we got the anchor up, and made 
all ready to put to fea. A boat was font out to afeertain 
what water was upon the bar; when returned, the ofRcer 
reported, that there was only thirteen feet, which was 
fix inches Icfs than the fliip drew. We therefore this 
day gave up all hopes of failing. Monday the 30th, we 
had frefli gales with hazy weather and rain, till Tuefday 
the 31 ft, at two in the morning, when the weather be¬ 
came more moderate. During all this time the pin¬ 
nace and yawl continued to ply the net and hook with 
tolerable good fuccefs, bringing in at diflerent times 
a turtle, and from two to three hundred weight of 
fifti. 

On Wednefday the ift of Auguft, the pumps were 
examined by the carpenter, who found them all in a 
ftatc of decay, andTome quite rotten, owing, as he faid, 
to the fap having been left in the wood: but as the ihip 
admitted only, an inch of water in an hour, w e hoped 
Ihc was ftout enough, and trufted to her foundnefs. 

On Saturday the 4th, at feven o’clock in the morning, 
wc once more got under fail, and put to fea. We flood 
olf E. by N. with the pinnace a-hcad to keep founding. 
About noon w e came to an anchor, when the harbour 
from w hence wc had failed bore S. 70 W. dillant about 
live leagues. The captain here named the northcrinoft 
point of land in fight Cape Bedford, and the harbour 
wc had quitted Endeavour River. Our latitude by ob- 
fervation was now 15 deg. 32 min. S. Endeavour Ri¬ 
ver is only a fmall bar harbour, or creek, which runs 
in a winding channel’three or four leagues inland, 'fhe 
depth of water for Ihipping is not more than a mile 
within i;hc bar, and only on the north-lidc. At the new 
and full of the moon, it is high water between nine and 
ten o’clock. It muft alfo be rcmcmbcr((ci, that this part 
of the coaft is fo barricaded with flioals, as to make 
the harbour very difficult of accefs : the fafeft approach 
is from the fouthward, keeping the main land clofc 
upon the board all the way. Over the fouth point is 
fomc high land, but the north point is formed by a low 
fandy beach. The provifions wc procured in this har¬ 
bour confifted of turtle, oyftcrsofdiflerent forts, cavalhc 
or feomber, flat fifli, fkatc or ray filli, purflain, wild 
beans, and cabbage-palms. Of quadrupcdcs, there arc 

f oats, wolves, pole-cats, a fpotted animal of the viyerra 
ind, and feveral kinds of ferpents, fomc of which Only 
arc venomous. Dogs arc the only tame animals. The 
land fowls arc kites, crows, hawks, loriquets, cockatoos, 
parrots, pigeons, and fmall birds of various forts, the 
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I names of which we could not learn. Ihc water fowlj 
are wild geefe, curlieus, hens, whiflling ducks that 
perch on trees, and fome few others. I’hc Ibil of the 
hills, though ftoncy, produces eparfe grafs belixlcs wood, 
that of the valleys is in general well cloathcd, and hu>j 
the appearance of fertility. The trees here are ol va¬ 
rious Ibrts, of which the gum trees aic the moft com¬ 
mon. bn each fide of the river arc mangroves, which 
in fomc parts extend a mile within the coafl. I he 
country is well watered, and ant-hills arc every w’herc in 
great numbers. 

bn Saturday the 4th, Capt. Cook went up to the 
mafl-head to look at ibme dangerous fhoals, feveral of 
which he faw above the water. This day fuch a quan¬ 
tity of filh was caught, as allowed a dividend ot two 
pounds to each man. During the fix following days we 
attempted to fail between the Ihoals and breakers, by 
which we were even^ vvay furrounded. On the loth 
wc weVe bctw'cen a head land and three iflands, which 
had been difeovered the preceding day. We now 
entertained hopes of being out of danger; but this not 
proving to be the cafe, we Called the head-land Capd 
Flattery. Some land was now difeovered, and was ge¬ 
nerally taken for the main; but in the captain’s opinioh 
a clufter of iflands. Upon this diverfity of fentiments 
it was refolvcd to bring the Ibip to an anebofk Thrs 
done, the captain landed, and from a high point took a 
furveyofthcfca-.coafl, by which he was confirmed in his 
conjctfturc. On the point where he flood were fecn 
the prints of human feet, in white fahd of an cxquifite 
(inenefs; and the plaCc was named Point I.OGkour. Id 
the northward of this the coaft appeared to be flioal 
and flat, for a confidcreblc diftance, which did not en¬ 
courage our hope, that the channel wc had hitherto 
found in with the land would continue. 

On Saturday the 11 th, early in the morning, Mr. 
Banks and Capt. Cook went to vifit the largeft of the 
three iflands, and having gained the fummit of the 
higfieft hill, they beheld a reef of rocks, whereon the 
fea broke in a frightful manner; but the hazy weather 
preventing a pcrfedl: view, they lodged under a bulb 
during the night, and next day feeing what had the 
appearance of a channel between the reefs, one of the 
mates on the 12th, was fent out in the pinnace to ex¬ 
amine it; and at noon returned, having found between 
fifteen and twenty-eight fiithom of water; but it blew 
fo hard, that the mate did not dare to venture into one 
of the channels, which he faid appeared to be very nar,- 
row; but the captain judged he had fecn them to a dif- 
advantage. While bufy in his furvey, Mr. Banks was 
attentive to his favourite purfuit, and colledlcd many 
plants he had not before feen. This illand, vifiblc at 
twelve leagues diftance, and in general barren, we found 
to be about eight leaguefs in circumference. I'hcrc 
arc fomc fandy bays and low-land on the N. W. fide, 
which is covered with long grafs, and trees of the fame 
kind with thofc on the main ; lizards of a very large fizc 
alfo abounded, fon-ic of which wc took. Wc found alfo 
frcfli water in two places; one running ftream, clofc to 
the fea, was a little brackifh ; the other was a ftanding 
pool pcrfcdly fweet. Wc were furprized to fee, that, 
notwithftanding the diftance of this illand from the 
main, it was fometimes vifited by the Indians from 
thence; as was plain from feven or eight frames of 
their huts which wc found. All thefe were built 'on 
cmincncics, and from their lituation, wc judged, that 
the weather here, at certain fcafons, is invariably calm 
and mild. On our return to the fliip, the captain na¬ 
med this place the Lizard Ifla.nd, on account of our 
having feen no other animals but lizards. When re¬ 
turning, wc landed on a low landy iflaiid, upon which 
were birds of various kinds. Wc took a neft of young 
eagles, and therefore called the place Eagle Ifland. V\’c 
found alfo a neft of fomc other bird, of a moft enor¬ 
mous fizc: it was made with flicks upon the ground, and 
was not Icfs than flx and twenty feet in circumfcrcnc.c, 
and two feet eight inches high. We perceived that this 
place alfo had been vifited by the Indians. During our 
abfcncc from the ftiip, the mafter had landed on feveral 
low iflands, where he had fecn threat heaps of turtle 
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fliells, and found the fins of them, which the Indians 
had left hanging on the trees, fo frefli, that they were 
drefled and eaten by the boat’s crew. 

. On Sunday the 12th, the officers held a confultation, 
and we were unanimous in opinion, that it would be 
beft to quit the coaft altogether, till we could approach 
it with lefs danger; in confequence of which concur¬ 
rent opinion, we failed on Monday the 13th, and got 
through one of the channels in the reef, happy at find¬ 
ing ourfelvcs once more in the open fca, after having 
been furrounded by dreadful fhoals and rocks for near 
three months. We had now failed above 1000 miles, 
during which run we had been obliged to keep 
founding, without the intermiffion of a fingle minute ; 
a circumftancc which, it is fuppofed, never happened 
to any lliip but the Endeavour. The paffage through 
which wc paired into the open fea beyond the reef, is 
in latitude 14 deg. 32 min. S. and may always be 
known by the three high iflands wdthin it, which Capt. 
Cook called the Illands of Dire<fl:ion, becaufe by thefe 
a ftranger may find a fafe channel through the reef quite 
to the main. I’he channel lies from Lizard Ifland 
N. E. half N. dirtant three leagues, and is about one 
third of a mile broad, and much the fame in length. 
The iflands abound in turtle and other filh, and on the 
beach we found bamboos, cocoa-nuts, pumicc-ftonc, and 
the feeds of plants, fuppofed to be wafted thither by the 
trade winds, as the plants themfelves are not natives of 
the country. 

On Tuefday the 14th, we anchored, and by obferva- 
tion, our latitude was 13 deg. 46 min. S. and at this 
time we had no land in fight. On the 15th we fleered 
a w'eflerly courfe, in order to get fight of land, that wc 
might not overihoot the palTage, if a paflage there was 
between this land and New Guinea, Early in the after¬ 
noon w'c had fight of land, which had the appearance 
of hiUy iflands, but it was judged to be part of the main, 
and we faw breakers between the vclTel and the land, 
in which there was an opening; to get clear, wc fet all 
our fails, and flood to the northward till midnight, and 
then went on a fouthward tack for about two miles, 
when the breeze died away to a dead calm. When 
day-light came on we faw a dreadful furf break at a vaft 
height, within a mile of the fliip, tow'ards w'hich the 
rolling w'aves carried her with great rapidity. Thus 
diflrefled, the boats w'ere fent a-hcad to tow, and the 
head of the veffcl was brought about, but not till flie 
was within a hundred yards of the rock, between which 
and her there was nothing left but the chafm, and which 
had rifen and broke to a w^ondcrful height on the rock; 
but in the moment we expedlied inflant deflrudlion, a 
breeze, hardly difcernablc, aided the boats in getting 
the veflel in an oblique diredtion from the rock. The 
hopes, however, aflbrded by this providential circum- 
ftance, were deftroyed by a pcrfedl: calm, which fucceed- 
ed in a few minutes; yet the breeze once more rcturn- 
'Cd, before we had loft the little ground which had been 
gained. At this time a fmall opening was feen in the 
reef, and a young officer being fent to examine it, 
found that its breadth did not much exceed the length 
■of the fliip, but that there was fmooth water on the 
-.other fide of the rocks. Animated by the defire of 
preferying life, we now attcmj)ted to pafs the opening; 
but this was impoffiblc; for it having become high- 
water in the interim, the ebb tide ruflied through it 
with amazing impetuofity, carrying the fliip about a 
quarter of a mile from the reef, and flic foon reached 
the diflance of near two miles, by the help of the boats. 
When the ebb tide was fpent, the tide of flood again 
drove the veflel very near the rocks, fo that our profpedt 
of deftrut^Uon was renewed, when we difeovered another 
•opening, and a light breeze fpringing up, w'c entered 
it, and were driven through it, with a rapidity that pre- 
ynted theIhip from flriking againft either fide of the 
channel. The fliip now came to an anchor, and our 
crew were grateful for having regained a ftation, which 
they had been very lately moft anxious to quit. The 
name of Providence Channel was given to the opening 
through which the fliip had thus cfcaped the moft im- 
niment dangers. A high promontory on the main land 


in fight, was denominated Cape- Weymouth, and a bay 

near it Weymouth Bay. I'his day the boats went out 
to filh, and met with great fuccefs, particularly in 
catching cockles, fomc of which were of fucdi an ama¬ 
zing fize, as to require the ftrcngtli of two men to move 
them. Mr. Banks likewife fuccccded in his fearch for 
rare fliells, and different kinds of coral. 

On the 1 8th, wc difeoveredfcvcral fmall iflands, which 
were called Forbes’s Iflands, and had a fight of a high 
point of land on the main, which was named the Bolt 
Head. On the 19th, we difeovered fcvcral other fmall 
iflands, the land of which was low, barren, and fandy. 
A point, was feen, and called Cape Grenville, and a bay 
which took the name of Temple Bay. In the afternoon 
many other iflands were feen, which were denominated 
Bird I Acs, from their being frequented by numerous 
flocks of birds. On the 20th many more fmall iflands 
were feen, on one of which were a few trees, and 
fevcral Indian huts, fuppofed to have been crccftcd by 
the natives of the main land, as temporary habitations 
during their vilit to thefe iflands., On the 21 ft wc failed 
through a channel, in which was a number of ihoals; 
and gave the name of York Cape to a point of the 
main land which forms the fide of the channel. A large 
bay is formed to the fouth of the cape, which was 
called Newcafilc Bay, and in which are fcvcral little 
iflands; on the north-fide of the cape the land is rather 
mountainous, but the low parts of the country abound 
with trees; the iflands difeovered in the morning of this 
day, were called York Ifles. In the afternoon we an¬ 
chored between fome iflands, and obferved, that the 
channel now began to gi*ow wider; we perceived two 
diftant points, between which no land, could be feen, fp 
that the hope of having at length explored a paffage' 
into the Indian Sea, began to animate every breaft ; but, 
to bring the matter to a certainty, the captain took a 
party, and being accompanied by Mcflrs. Solandcr and 
Banks, they landed on an ifland, on which they had 
feen a number of Indians, ten of whom were on a hill, 
one of them canying a bow and a bundle of arrows, 
the reft armed with lances; and round the necks of two 
of them hung firings of mother of pearl. Three of 
thefe Indians ftood on fliore, as if to oppofe the landing 
of the boat, but they retired before it reached the bcach. 
The captain and his company now afeended a hill, from 
whence they had a view of near forty miles, in which 
fpacc there was nothing that threatened to oppofe their 
paflage, fo that the certainty of a channel ftemed to be 
almollindubitable. Previous to their leaving the ifland, 
Capt. Cook difplayed the Englifli colours, and took pof- 
fcffion of all the caftern coaft of the country, from the 
38th deg. of S. latitude to the prefent fpot, by the name^ 
of New South Wales, for his fovercign the King of 
Great Britain : and three volleys of fmall arms being 
fired, and anfwercd by an equal number from the En¬ 
deavour, the place received the name of Poffeffion 
Ifland. The next morning wc faw three naked women 
colleCling fhcll-lifh on the beach; and weighinganchor, 
gave the name of Cape Cornwafl to the extreme point 
of the largcft ifland on the north-weft fide of the paf¬ 
fage : fomc low iflands near the middle of the channel 
receiving the name of Wallis’s Iflc ; foon after which 
the fliip came to an anchor, and the long-boat was fent 
out to found. Towards evening wc failed again, and 
the captain landed with Mr. Banks, on a fmall ifland 
which was frequented bj immenfe numbers of birds, 
the majority of which being boobies, the place received 
the name of Booby Ifland. Wc were now advanced to 
the northern extremity of New Holland, and had the 
fatisfadlion of vicwjn^ the open fea to the Weftward. 
TheN. E. entrance ofthc paflage is fonned by the main 
land of New Holland, and by a number of iflands, which 
took the name of the Prince of Wales’s Iflands, and 
which Cipt. Cook imagines may reach toNcw Guinea; 
thefe iflands abound with trees and grafs, and were 
known to be inhabited, from the fmoke that was fecu 
afeending in many places. 

To the paflage we had failed through, Capt. Cook 
gave die name of Endeavour Streights. New South 
Wales is a much larger country than any hitherto 
I s known. 
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known, and not deemed a continent, being larger than 
all Europe, which is proved by the Endeavour’s having 
coafted more than 2000 miles, even if her tradl were re¬ 
duced to a-ftrait line. Noithward of the latitude of 33 
deg. the country is hilly, yet not mountainous; but to 
the fouthward of that latitude, it is moftly low and even 
ground. The hills in general are diverlified by lawns 
and woods, and many of the valleys abound with her¬ 
bage, though, on the whole, it cannot be deemed a 
fertile country. To the northward the grafs is not fo 
rich, nor the trees fo high as in the fouthern parts, and 
almoft every w^here, even the largeft trees grow at a 
diflance of not lefs than thirteen yards afunder. In all 
thefe places where the land forms a bay, the fliore is 
covered with mangroves, that grow about a mile in land, 
in a fwampy ground, which the fpring tides always 
overflow; in fomc paits there arc bogs, covered with 
thick grafs, and plenty of under-wood in the valleys; 
the foil in general feems unfit for cultivation, though 
there are many fpots where the arts of tillage might be 
attended with fuccefs. There are feveral fait creeks, 
running in many diredlions through the country, where 
there are alfo brooks of frefli water, but there are no ri¬ 
vers of any confiderable extent; yet it feemed to be well 
watered, as the time when the fhip was on the coafl, 
w as reckoned the dried fcafbn of the year. The gum- 
tree which yields a redn like the dragons blood. Here 
are three kinds of palm-trees, two of which are found 
only in the northern didricl. Nuts fomewhat refemb- 
ling chefnuts are produced by one of thefe, w'hich were 
fuppofed to be eatable, yet fome of the fcamen having 
made free w ith them were taken very ill; two of whom 
died within a week, and it was not without difficulty 
that the third was recovered. The fecond fort of palm 
is much like the Wed Indian cabbage-tree, which 
yields a cabbage of an agreeable tade. The third fort 
abounds irt the fouthern part, and produces a fmall cab¬ 
bage of a very agreeable flavour, with many nuts, w’hich 
furnini food for hogs. There is likewife a tree on 
w hich grows a purple apple that tades like a damofccne, 
as we have before obferved. Beddes thefe there is a 
iig-rrcc, producing dgs, but not of the fined fort, and 
they have another which bears a fort of plumb that is 
fiat on the ddcs like a cheefe. A plant was found here, 
the leaves of which w'ere like thole of the bulrudi; it 
vields a bright yellow’ refin, that refembles gumbougc, 
but does not dain—it had a Teiy agreeable fmell. We 
found two forts of yams, the one round and covered with 
dringy fibres, the other in diape like aradifli; both of 
which arc of a pleafant tade. A fruit of a difagrecablc 
flavour was found, in diape refeinbling a pine-apple; 
and another that was much like a cherry, but had a foft 
kernel. I’he country produces purdain and wild parfly. 
We faw here, beddes the bead already mentioned, one 
that was called a quail, the belly of this animal was 
quite w'hitc, its back was browm with w hite fpots ; and 
it was like a pole-cat. Vad numbers of beautiful pi¬ 
geons were obferved, and the feamcn fliot many of them, 
alfo eagles, hawks, cranes, herons, budards, crowds, par¬ 
rots, parroquets, cockatoos, and fomc other birds of fine 
plumage, beddes quails and doves. 

In this country there arc but. few infedts, and the anrs 
and mufquitos arc the chief among them. There are 
four kinds oftheformer which deferve particular notice. 
The fird of thefe arc entirely green, and live on trees, 
where they build their neds in a very curious manner, 
bending down the leaves, andgluingthem together with 
an animal juice, fuppofed to proceed from their own 
bodies. While fcNcral of thefe.animals were bufied in 
this employ, thoufands were joined to keep the leaf in 
its proper dtuation, which, w hen they were didurbed in 
their work. Hew back wuth a force that any one would 
have imagined to be fuperior to tiicir united drength ; 
at the fame time they avenged themfclves by fcverely 
dinging their didurbers. The fecond fpccics of ants 
here are black, and live in the infidc of the branches, 
after they have worked out the pith. The third fort 
lodged thcmfelvcs in the root of a plant that tw'ines 
round the trunks of other trees. This they made hol¬ 
low, and cut into a great number of pafiages that ran 
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acrofs each other, yet there was no appearance of the 
plants having been injured. They are not above half 
the fize of the red ants of this country. As to the fourth 
fort they arc like the Ead-Indian white ants, and had 
one fort of neds as big as a half-peck loaf w hich hung 
from the boughs of trees, and w ere compofed of feveral 
minute parts of vegetables, which appeared to be duck 
together by the glutinous juice before-mentioned. 
There ivas a communication between the cells, and 
paffiages to other neds upon the fame tree ; they had 
alfo a hollow covered padage to another ned on the 
ground, at the root of a di fie rent tree. The height of 
the ground-neds w’as found to be about fix feet, and 
the breadth nearly the fame : and theoutfide was plaif- 
tered with clay almodtwo inches thick. Thefe had afub- 
terraneous padlige leading tathe roots of the trees near 
wddehthey were confimeted, from whence thefe crea¬ 
tures afeended the trunk and branches by covered w'ays, 
calculated for the purpofe. It w-as concluded, that the 
ants reforted to thefe gi*ound-neds during the wet fea- 
fon, as they were water proof. 

Variety of fidi is fupplied by the feas in thefe parts, 
among wffiich are mullets, cray-fifli and crabs. Upon 
the dioals are found the rock, pearl, and other oyflcrs, 
as well as the mod delicate green turtle, beddes thofe 
enormous cockles which have been already mentioned. 
Alligators are found in the rivers and lalt creeks. The 
country docs not appear to be inhabited by numbers any 
w^ay proportioned to its great extent; not above thirty 
being ever fecn together but once, which was when 
thofe of both fexes and all ages got together on a rock 
od Botany Bay, to view the ihip. None of their vil¬ 
lages confided of more huts than would adbrd Ihclccr 
for fourteen or fifteen men, and thefe were the larged 
numbers that were adembled w ith a view^ to attack us. 
No part of the country appeared to be cultivated, 
whence there mud necefiarily be fewer inhabitants on 
the inland parts than on the fea-coad. The men are 
well made, of the middle lizc, and adfive, in a high 
degree; but their voices are foft, even to efieminacyi 
Their colour is chocolate; but they were fo covered 
w’irh diit, as to look almod as black as negroes. Their 
hair is natui*ally long and black, but they commonly 
cropped it diorr; in fome few indances it is flightly 
curled, but in common quite drait; it is always matted 
with dirt, yet wholly free from lice ; their beards arc 
thick and biidiy, but kept fhort by fingeing. The wo¬ 
men were fecn only at a didance, as the men con- 
dantly left them behind when they crolfcd the river. 
The chief ornament of thefe people is the bone that is 
thrud through the nofe, which the failors whimfically 
called their fprit-dii’i yard : but beddes this they wore 
necklaces formed of Ihclls, a finall cord tied twice or 
thrice round the arm betw^een the elbow and fhoulder, 
and a dring of plaited human hair round the w'aift. 
Some few of them had an ornament of Ihclls hanging 
acrofs the bread. Befidcs thefe ornaments they painted 
their bodies and limbs w hite and red, in dripes of dif¬ 
ferent dimenfions ; and they had a circle of white 
round each eye, and fi:)ots of it on the face. Their 
ears were bored, but they did not w^ar car-rings. They 
accepted w^hatever was given them, but feemed to 
have no fdea of making an adequate return; and they 
would not part with their omanients for any thing that 
was od'ered in exchange. Their bodies were marked 
with fears, which they fignified were in remembrance 
of the dcccafed. Their huts were built with fmall rods, 
the, two ends of which were fixed into the ground, fo as 
to form the figure of an oven; they are covered with 
pieces of bark and palm-leaves, 'f h^ door of this 
building, which is only high enough to fit upright in, 
is oppolitc to the fire-places. I'hey flecp with their 
heels turned up towards their heads; and even in this 
podure the hut will not bold more than four people. 
In the northern parts, where the weathera.s warmer, 
one fide of the houfes was left open, and the other op- 
pofed to w hatever w ind might blow at thertime there; 
huts were only built for temporary ufe, and l^ft behind 
when they removed to other parts of the cdiintr)"; but 
if their flay was only for a night or two, .they bad no 
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other protedion from the weather than what the grafs 
and buflics afforded. While the huts on the main land 
were turned from die wind, thofe on the iflands were 
towards it: a kind of proof that they vifit the iflands 
in fine weather, and enjoy the refrefliing breeze w hile 
they flept. Thcfe huts are furniflied with a kind of 
bucket for fetching water, made of an oblong piece of 
bark tied up at each end with the twig of a tree ; and 
this is the only furniture of the houfe. On their backs, 
they have a kind of bag, of the fize and form of a 
cabbage-net, in w'hich they carry their fifh-hooks and 
lines, of the fliells of w'hich they make thefe hooks j 
the ornaments which diey wear confift of fome points 
of darts, and two or three bits of paint; and in this 
narrow compafs lie all their riches. They feed on the 
kanguroo, and feveral kinds of birds when they can 
catch them ; they likewife eat yams, and various kinds 
of fruit; but the principal article of their cxillence is 
fifli. They w'cre frequently obferved with the leaves 
of a tree in their mouths, but whether it had the qua¬ 
lities of cither tobacco or beetle could not be known; 
but it was obferved not to difcolour the teeth or lips. 

From the notches that were feen in a great number 
of trees, for the purpofe of climbing them, it was 
imagined that their method of taking the kanguroo, 
wiLS by ftriking it with their lances as it pafled under the 
tree. In thefe likewife, it is probable, that they took 
birds, while they were rootling, as they feeraed too 
ihy to be otherwife catched. Their method of pro¬ 
ducing fire, and extending the flames of it, is very An¬ 
gular : having wrought one end of a flick into an ob- 
tiife point, they place this point upon a piece of dry 
wood, and turning the upright flick very fafl back¬ 
ward and forward between their hands, fire is foon pro¬ 
duced, nor is it encreafed with lefs celerity. One of 
the natives was frequently obferved to run along the 
fea coafl, leaving fire in various places. The method 
taken to do this was as follows: before he fet off, he 
wrapped up a little fpark of fire in dry grafs, and the 
quicknefs of his motion foon fanning it into a flame, 
he then placed it on the ground, and putting a fpark of 
it in another bit of grafs ran on again, and incrcafed 
the number of his fires at pleafure. Thefe fires were 
fuppofed to be intended for the taking of the kangu¬ 
roo, as that animal was fo very fliy of fire, that whea 
purfued by the dogs, it would not crofs places which 
had been newly burnt, even when the fire was extin- 
guifhed. 

The natives of New South Wales make ufe of fpears 
or lances, but thefe arc very dilferently conflruded 
thofe that were feen in the fouthern parts of the coun¬ 
try had four prongs, pointed with bone, and barbed, 
and the points W'cre rubbed with a kind of wax, the 
fmoothnefs of w hich made an eafier palfage into what 
was ftruck by them. On the contrary, the lances in 
the northern parts have only one point; the (hafts of 
them are of diiferent lengths, from eight to fourteen 
feet, are made of the flalk of a plant not unlike a bul- 
nifh, and confifls of feveral joints let into each other, 
and tied together. The poin ts of thefe lances are fome- 
times made of fifli-bone, and fometimes of a hard 
heavy wood; they arc barbed with other pieces of wood 
or ftone, fo that when they have entered any depth in 
the body, they cannot be drawn out without tearing the 
flefli in a Ihocking manner, or leaving fplinters behind 
them. When the natives intend to wound at a confi- 
dcrable diflance, they difeharge this inflrument with a 
throwing flick, but if the object be near them, it is 
thrown from the hand only. The throwing-flick is a 
peace of fmooth, hard, red wood, half an inch thick, 
two inches broad, and about three feet in length, hav- 
ing a crofs piece near four inches long at one end, and 
a final 1 knob at the other. A fmall hollow is made in 
the fliaft of the iince, near the point, and in this hol¬ 
low the knob is received, but, on being forced forward, 
tt will ealily flip from it. The lance being placed on 
n the Indian holds it over his 

L it, and then throws both lance and 

ick with his utmofl power; but as the crofs-piecc 
nkes the ihouldcf the fudden jerk flops the fliclc. 


while the lance is driven forward with amazing rapi¬ 
dity, and is generally fo well aimed, that a marki^C 
the diflance of fifty yards is more certainly flruck with 
it than by a bullet from a gun. Thefe people make 
ufe of fhields made of the bark of trees, of aboujt eigh¬ 
teen inches broad, and three feet long. Many trees 
w'ere feen from whence the bark had been tajeen, and 
others on which the fliields were cut out but not taken' 
aw^ay. In the northern parts of this country, the ca¬ 
noes are formed by hollowing the trunk of,a tree, and 
itAV4s conjeClured, that this operation muft have been 
performed by fire, as the natives did not appear to have 
any inflruments proper for the purpofe. The canoes 
arc in length about fourteen feet, and fo nariw, that 
they ^ould be frequently overfet, but that they are pro¬ 
vided wdth an out-rigger. The natives row them with 
paddles, ufingboth hands in that employment. The 
canoes in the fouthern parts arc formed only of a piece 
of bark four yards long, faftened together at each en J, 
and the middle kept open by pieces of wood, pafling 
from fide to fide. In deep water thefe are rowed by 
paddles, of about a foot and a half in length, the 
rower having one in each hand, but in Ihallow- water 
they are pulhed foi^^ard by means of a long flick. As 
thefe veffels are extremely light, and draw very little 
water, the Indians run them on. the mud banks in fcarch 
of Ihell-fifli, fome of which, it is probable, they broil 
and eat as foon as they arc taken, as it was remarked 
that in the centre of thefe velfels there was ufually a 
fire burning on a quantity of fea-weed. The natives 
have no tools but a wooden mallet, a kind of wedge, 
and an adze, made of (tone, with fome pieces of coral 
and fliells, w’hich may poifibly be applied to the pur- 
pofes of cutting. They polifli the points of their 
lances, and their throwing-flicks, with the leaves of a 
tree that appears to be the wild fig, which bites with a 
(harpnefs, almoft equal to that of a rafp. Four peo¬ 
ple are the greatefl number that a conoe will contain: 
and when more than this number were to pafs a river, 
three were landed out of the firft freight, and one man 
went back for the refl. 


The following may 
guage. 

New Holland. 
Aco, 

Aibudje, 

Bamma, 

Bonjoo, 

Boota, 

Chucula, 

Cotta, 

Coyor, 

Doomboo, 

Dunjo, 

!^boorbalga, 

Edamal, 

Eiyamoae, 

Eya & ba, 

Galan, 

Garbar, 

Gippa, 

Kerc, 

Kolkc, 

Mailciel, 

Maianang, 

Marm, 

Mangul, 

Mcul, 

Melea, 

Mingoore, 

Mocoo, 

Morcol, 

Morcc, 

Mootjel, 

Mulcre, 

Nakil, 

Peegoorga, 

Pectc, 

Poapoa, 


ferve as afpecimen of their Ian- 

English. 

^he arms. 

Toyazvfu 
A man. 

S'he mfe. 
eat. 

S'q drink. 

A dog.' 

*rht? hreafl. 

S’be neck. 

A father. 

She ibtwds. 

*Tbc feet. 

S'be crown of the bead. 

^hat or this. 

Thefun. 

The cye-lrows. 

The belly, 
rhe Jh. 

The nails. 

To fwm. 

Fire. 

To go. 

The hands. 

The eyes. 

The ears. 

T0 dance. 

The back. 

The throat. 

The hair of the head. 

A woman. 

The teeth. 

The little finger. 

The legs. 

The forehead. 

Earth. 

The 
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L E T E. 

New Holland. 

English. 

New England. 

English. 

Pongo, • 

The knees. 

Wageegee, 

The head. 

Poona, 

To Jleep. 

Walloo, 

The temples. 

Poorai, 

Water. 

Waller, 

The beard. 

Potcca, 

Fifh. 

Walboolbool, 

A butterfly. 

Putai, 

A turtle. 

Wonananio, 

AJleep. 

Tabugga, 


Wulgar, 

The clouds. 

Tacal, 

The chin. 

Ycmbe, 

The lips. 

Te, 

A, or the. 

Zoocoo, 

Wood. 

Tennapukc, 

The hole made in ihe nofirilsfor 
ihe bone ornament. 

Though it appeared 

evident, that the natives of 

Tocaya, 

Sit down. 

thefe iflands waged w^ar 

with each other, by the wea- 

Tumurre, 

A fun. 

pons they poffeffed, yet not a w'ound received from 

Unjar, 

The tongue. 

their enemies appeared 

on any part 01 their bodies. 


CHAP. X. 

^he Endeavour continues her voyage front South Wales to Ne^ivGuinea—An account of incidents upon landing there—She 
proceeds from New Guinea to the ijland of Savu-^^ranfanions at this ijle—Its produce and mbahitantSy with afpccimen of 
their language—Runfrom Savu to Batavia—Tranfiltions while the Endeavour was refitting at tbts place. 


O N the 23d of x^uguft, 1770, in the afternoon, after 
leaving Booby Ifland, we had light airs till five 
o’clock, when it fell calm, and we came to an anchor 
in eight fathom water, with a foft fandy bottom. On 
Friday, the 24th, foon after the anchor was weighed, 
we got under fail, fleering N. W. and in a few hours 
one of the boats a-head made the fignal for Ihoal-wa- 
ter. We inflantly brought the fhip to, with all her 
fails Handing, and a furvey being taken of the fea 
around her, it was found that {he had met with ano¬ 
ther narrow efcape, as Ihe was almoft cncompalTed with 
fhoals, and waslikewife fo fituated between them, that 
Ihe muft have ftruck before the boat’s crew had made 
the fignal, if fhe had been half the length of a cable 
on either fide. In the afternoon we made fail with the 
ebb tide, and got out of danger before fun-fet, when 
we brought to for the night. 

On Sunday, the 26th, it was the Captain’s inten¬ 
tion to fleer Nh W. but having met with thofe (hoals, 
we altered our courfe, and foon got into deep water. 
On the 27th we purfued our voyage, fliortcning fail at 
night, and tacking till day-break of the 28th, when 
we fleered due N. in fearch of New Guinea. At this 
time our latitude by obfervation was 8 deg. 52 min. 
S. We here obferved many parts of the fea co¬ 
vered with a kind of brown feum, to which our fai- 
lors gave the name of fpavvn. It is formed of an in¬ 
credible number of minute particles, each of which, 
w'hen feen through the microfeope, w^as found to con- 
fift of a confiderable number of tubes, and thefe tubes 
were fubdivided into little cells. The feum being 
burnt, and yielding no fmell like what is produced by 
animal fubllances, we concluded it was of the vege¬ 
table kind. This has often been feen on the coaft of 
Brazil, and generally makes its appearance near the 
land, A bird called the Noddy was found this even¬ 
ing among the rigging of the fhip. Land having been 
this day difeovered from the mall head, we Hood off 
and on all night, and at day-break we failed towards it 
with a brifk gale. Between fix and feven in the morn¬ 
ing we had fight ofa fmall low ifland, at about a league 
from the main, in latitude 80 deg. 13 min. S. and 
•in longitude 221 deg. 25 min. W. and it has already 
been diffinguilhed by the names of Bartholomew and 
\\Ticrmo)Ten. It appeared a very level ifland, clothed 
with trees, among which is the cocoa-nut; and we 
judged it to be inhabited by the fmoke of the fires 
which were feen in different parts of it. The boats 
were now fent out to found, as the water was fhallow ; 
but as the fliip, in failing two leagues, had found no 
increafe in its depth, fignals were made for the boats 
to return on board. Wc then flood out to fea till mid¬ 
night, tacked, and flood in for land till the morning. 

On Thurfday, the 30th, when about four leagues 
diflant, wc had light of it, and its appearance was 
1 


flill flat and woody. Abundance of the brow'n fcuni 
was flill feen on the furface of the fea, and the Tailors, 
convinced that it was not fpawn, gave it the w himiical 
name of fea-faw-duft. We now held a northward 
courfe, fcarcely wuthin fight of land, and as the wa¬ 
ter was but jufl deep enough to navigate the veflel, 
many unfiiccefsful attempts were made to bring her 
near enough to get on fhorc : it was therefore deter-^ 
mined to land in one of the boats, w hile the fliip kept 
plying off and on. In confequence of this refolution. 
On Monday, Sept, the 3d, Capt. Cook, Mr. Banks, 
and Dr. Solander, attended by the boat’s crew, and Mr. 
Banks’s fervant, fet off from the fliip in the pinnace, 
being in all twelve perfons w^ell armed. We row'cd di- 
re(flly to the lliore, but when come wdthin two hundred 
yards of it, we found the water fo fhallow, that wc 
w’cre obliged to leave the boat, in the care of two of the 
Tailors, and wade to land. We had no fooner reached 
the fliore, than w'e faw feveral prints of human feet 
on the fand, below high water mark, from w hence it 
was evident, that the natives had been there. We 
concluded they could be at no great diflance, and as a 
thick wood came down within a hundred yards of the 
w'ater, w^e proceeded with caution, that our retreat to 
the boat might not be cut off. We walked by the fide 
of the wood, and came to a grove of cocoa-nut trees, 
not far from which was a filed, or hut, which had 
been covered with leaves, and near it lay a number of 
frefli fhells of the fruit. At a fmall diflance from this 
place we found plantains; and having now advanced 
about a quarter of a mile from the boat, three Indians 
rulhed out of the wood w ith a hideous fliout, at about 
the diflance of a hundred yards; and as they ran to¬ 
wards us, the foremoft threw fomething out of his 
hand, which flew on one fide of him, and burnt ex¬ 
actly like gun-pow'dcr, but made no report; and the 
other two.threw their lances at us. No time was to be 
lofl ; we difeharged our pieces, loaded with fmall fliot 
only; which we imagine they did not feel; for, with¬ 
out retreating, they cafl a third dart: we therefore now 
loaded w’ith ball, and fired a fecond time. It is pro¬ 
bable Tome of them were wounded, as they all took to 
their heels with great agility. Wc improved this in¬ 
terval, in which the dcftrudtion of the natives was no 
longer ncccffiry to our own defence, and w ith all ex¬ 
pedition returned to our boat. In the way wc per¬ 
ceived fignals on board, that more Indians were coming 
down in a body; and before we got into the water, wc 
perceived feveral of them coming round a point at the 
diflance of about five hundred yards. When they faw us 
they halted, and Teemed to wait till their main body 
fliould join them. They continued in this flation, with*» 
out giving us any interruption, while we entered the wa¬ 
ter, and waded toward the boat’. Wc now took a view 
of them at ourleifure. They made much the fame ap¬ 
pearance 
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nearancc as the New I lollandcrs, being nearly of the • 
{aine ftaturc, and having their hair lliort cropped. ^ 
They were alfo like them ftark naked. During this 
time they were fliouting at a diflance, and letting olV 
their ftres, which feemed to be difeharged by a ihort 
piece of ftick, probably a hollow cane, this being fwung 
fideways, produced fire and fmokc like that occafioned 
by a mufquet. The crew on board the fliip faw this 
ftrano'e appearance, and .thought the natives had fire 
anns? Thofc who went out in the boat, and had rowed 
a-breaH: of them, fired fomc mufqucts above their 
heads, the balls of which being heard by the natives 
rattling among the trees, they retired very deliberately, 
and our people in the boat returned to the fliip. Upon 
examining the lances that had been thrown at us, w'e 
found they W'Crc made of a reed, or bamboo cane, the 
points of which w ere of hard wood, and barbed in 
many places. They were light, ill made, and about 
four feet long. Such was die force w ith which they 
were difeharged, that they w'ent beyond us, ‘ though we 
were at fixty yards diftance, but in what manner they 
were dilcharged we could not determine; probably they 
might be thrown with a flick, in the manner pm^iced 
by the New Hollanders. This place is in latitude 6 
deg. 15 min. S. The whole coafl of this country is 
low land, but covered with a luxuriance of w-ood and 
herbage beyond defeription beautiful.. The cocoa-nut, 
brcad-fioiit, and plantain tree, all flourilhed here in the 
higheft perfedion, bclides moll of the trees, flirubs, 
and plants, that are common to the South Sea iflands. 
This day, Monday, Sept, the 3d, we made fail to the 
wellward, being rcfolvcd to fpend no more time upon 
this coafl; but before we got under fail, fomc of the 
officers flrongly urged the Captain to fend a party of 
men on fhorc, to cut down the cocoa-nut trees, for 
the'Take of the‘fruit. This Capt. Cook, with equal 
wifdom and humanity, peremptorily refufed, as unjull 
and cruel; fenfiblc that the poor Indians, who could 
not brook even the landing of a final 1 party on their 
coafl, would have made a vigorous elFort to defend 
their property had it been invaded; confcquently many 
mull have fallen a facrifice on their fide, and perhaps 
fomc our own people. I fliould, (fays Capt. Cook) 
have regretted the neccflity of fuch a meafure, if I 
had been in want of the neccllaries of life; and cer¬ 
tainly it would have been highly criminal when nothing 
was to be obtained but two or tliree hiindicd green 
cocoa-nuts; which would at inofl have procured us a 
mere tranfient gratification. I might indeed have pro¬ 
ceeded farther along the coafl to the northward, or 
wellward, in fcarch of a place where the fliip might 
have lain fo near the fliorc, as to cover the people with 
her guns when they landed; but this would have ob¬ 
viated only part of the mifehief, and though it might 
have fecurcu us, it would probably in the very atfl have 
been fatal to the natives, Bclides, we had rcafon to 
think that bclbrc fuch a place could have been found, 
wellioiild have been carried fo far to the wellward as 
to have been obliged to go to Batavia, on the north 
ude of Java, through the Breights of Sunday: the 
lliip alfo was lb very' leaky that I doubted whether it 
would not be nccdlary to heave her down at Batavia, 
which was another reafon for making the bell of our 
way to that place, efpccially as no ilifeovcrics could be 
cxpccled in fcas u hich had already been navigated, and 
Where every coafl had been laid down by the Dutch 
ge^raphers." 

n Saturday the Sth, we paffed too fmall iflands, on 
ne of which Capt. Cook would have landed, but hav- 
ng only ten failioin water, the ground being alfo rocky, 

r ^ ^ Irclh, we might have endangered 

rar B«ip. We now.lailcd at a moderate 

c till next morning at three oVlock; after which we 
ground with 120 fathom.s. Before noon we 
which was cqnjeclurcd-to be either 
j Timor Laoer. We were now in 

ca rtv ^ V in longitude 233 deg. 

and off and on during the night, 

and fmAL- die i :th^ we faw a number of hres 

ke in fe\u-al places, from whence it was con- 


jetTurCd that the place was well peopled. The land, 
near the ll.ore was covered with high trcc-s, not 11 alike 
pincs;; farther back were cocoa-trecs and mangrove.'!; 
there were many falt-watcr creeks, and fcveral 1 pqts of 
ground whit'h appeared to have been cleared by an ; 
and the whole country aofe, by gradual Hopes, into hills 
of a very conliderable height. The land and fca 
breezes being now' very llight, we continued in light of 
the illand for two days, when it w'as obferved that the 
hills reached in many places quite to the fc‘a-coafl, and 
where that w'as not the cafe, there were lai^c anti noble 
groves of the cocoa-nut tree, which ran about a mile 
up the country, at which dillancc great numbers of 
houfes and plantations were feen ; the plantations w ere 
furrounded with fenced, and extended nearly to the 
fummits of .the moll lofty hills, yet neither the natives 
nor cattle were feen on any of them, which was 
thought a vciy extraordinary circumllance. Fine groves 
of the fan palm fliaded the houfes from the rays of the 
fun. 

On the 16th, we had fight of the little ifland called 
Rotte; and the fame day faw' the ifland Semau, at a 
dillancc to the fouthward of Timor. The. ifland of 
Rotte is chiefly covered with bufhy w'ood with out.leaves; 
but there arc a number of fan palm trees on it, grow;-, 
ing near the fandy beaches ; and the whole conlills of 
alternate hills and valleys, fhe ifland of Semau is not 
fo hilly as Timor, but rcfcmbles it greatly in other re- 
fpc<fl:s. At ten o’clock tliis night a dull reddifli light 
w as feen in the air, many parts of which emitted rays 
of a brighter colour, which foon vanillied and w'cre 
fucceeded by others of tlic fame kind. This phoeno- 
menon, which reached about ten degrees above the 
horizon, bore a conliderable refcmblance to the y\urora 
Borealis, only that the rays of light which it emitted 
had no tremulous motion: it was furveyed for two 
hours, during which time its brightnefs continued un- 
diminilhed. yVs the fliip w'as now clear of all the 
iflands which had been laid down in fuch maps as 
were on board, w'e made fail during the night, and 
were furprifed the next morning at the fight of an 
ifland to the W. S. W. which we flattered ourfelves 
was a new' difeovery. Before noon we had fight of 
houfes, groves of cocoa-nut trees, and large flocks of 
flicep. This was a welcome fight to people whofc 
health was declining for want of rcfreflimcnt, and it 
was inflantly rcfolvcd to attempt the purchafe of what 
\ye flood fo much in need of. The fecond lieutenant 
was immediately difpatchcd in the pinnace, in fcarch 
•of a landing-place; and he took with him fuch things 
as it was thouglit might be acceptable to the natives.— 
During Mr. Gore’s abfcncc, the people on board* faw 
two men on horfeback upon the hills, who frequently 
flopped to take a view of the vclTcI. The lieutenant 
loon returned with an account that he had entered a 
little cove, near which flood a few houfes; that fcveral 
men advanced and invited him to land; and that they 
converfed together fo well as they could by ligns. 1 Ic 
reported that thefe people were very like the Malays, 
both in perfon and drefs; and faid they had no other 
arms but a knife which each of them wocc in his girdle. 

The lieutenant not being able to find any place in 
which the fhip might come to anchor, he was difpatch¬ 
cd again with money and goods to buy fuch necefla- 
rics as were immediately wanted for the fick. Dr. 
Solandcr attended the lieutenant, and during their ab- 
fcnce, the fliip flood on and olf the fliorc. Soon after 
the Ixjac had put olf, two other horfcnien were feen 
from the fliip, one of whom had a laced hat on, and 
w:as drclfcd in a coat and waifleoat, of the fafliion of 
Europe. Thefe men rode about on fliorc taking little 
notice of the boat, but regarding the fliip with the ut- 
moll attention. As foon as the boat reached the Ihorc, 
fome other perfons on borfcback, and many on foot 
haflcncdjto the fpot, and it was obferved that fomc co¬ 
coa-nuts* were put into the boat, from whence it was 
concluded, that a traffick had commenced with the na¬ 
tives. A fignal being made from the boat that the 
fliip might anchor in a bay at feme diftance, flic im¬ 
mediately bore ^way for it. When the lieutenant came 
T ’ on 
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onboard, he reported, that he could not purchafe any 
cocoa-nuts, as the owner of them was ablent, and that 
what he had brought were givch him, in return for 
which he had prefTed the natives with fome linen. The 
method by which he learned that there was a harbour 
in the neighbourhood, was by the natives drawing a 
kind of rude map on the fand, in which the harbour, 
and a town near it, was reprefented; it was likewife 
hinted to him, that fruit, fowls, hogs, and Iheep might 
be there obtained in great abundance. He faw feveral 
of the principal inhabitants of the ifland, who had 
chains of gold about their necks, and wore fine linen. 
The word Portuguefe being frequently repeated by the 
Indians, it was conjechired that fome natives of Portu¬ 
gal were in the ifland, and one of the boat’s crew being 
of that kingdom, he fpoke to the iflanders in his own 
language, but foon found that they had only learned a 
few words, of which they did not know the meaning. 
While the natives were endeavouring to reprefent the 
fituation of the town near the harbour, one of them, in 
order to be more particular in diredions, informed the 
linglifh that they would fee fomething which he endea¬ 
voured to deferibe by placing his fingers acrofs each 
other; and the Portuguefe Tailor took it for granted, 
that he could mean nothing but a crofs. When the 
boat’s crew were on the point of returning to the fhip, 
the gentleman who had been Teen on horfeback in the 
drefs of Europe, came down to the beach; but the 
lieutenant did not think it proper to hold a conference 
wdth him, becaufc he had left his commiffion on board 
the fliip. 

When the fhip had entered the bay, in the evening, 
Jlccording to the diredlions received, an Indian town 
was feen at a diflance; upon which a jack was hoifted 
on the fore-top-mafl: head, prefently afterwards three 
guns were fired, and Dutch colours were hoiffed in 
the town; the fhip, however, held on her way, and 
came to an anchor at feven in the evening. The co¬ 
lours being Teen hoifted on the beach the next morning, 
the captain concluded, that the Dutch had a fettlement 
on the ifland, he therefore difpatched the fecond lieu¬ 
tenant to acquaint the governor, or other principal re- 
fident, who they were, and that the fliip had put in for 
necefiary refrefhments. The lieutenant having landed, 
he was received by a kind of guard of fomething more 
than twenty Indians, armed .with mufquets, who after 
they had taken down their colours from the bcach^pro- 
cceded without the leafl military order; and thus ef- 
corted him to the town, where the colours had been 
hoifled the preceding evening. The lieutenant was 
now conduded to the Raja, or king of the ifland, to 
whom, by means of a Portuguefe interpreter, he made 
known his bufmefs. The Raja faid, he was ready to 
fupply the fhip with the necelfary refrefhments, but that 
he could not trade with any other people than the 
Dutch, with whom he was in alliance, without having 
hrft obtained their confent; he added, however^ that 
he would make application to the Dutch agent, who 
was the only white man among them. To this agent, 
whofe name was Lange, and who proved to be the per- 
fon chat was feen from the fliip in the European drefs, 
a letter was difpatched, and in a few hours he came to 
the town, behaved politely to the lieutenant, and told 
him he might buy what bethought proper of the inha¬ 
bitants of the ifland. This offer being freely made, and 
readily accepted, the Raja and Mr. Lange intimated 
;their willies to go on board the fhip, and that two 
of the boat’s crew might be left as hoflages for their 
fafe retuniw The lieutenant gratified them in both 
thefe requefls, and took them on board juft before din¬ 
ner was ferved. It was thought that they would have 
fat down without ceremony; but now the Raja in¬ 
timated his doubts, whether being a black, they would 
permit him to fit down with them. The politenefs of 
the officers foon removed his fcniples, and the greateft 

f ood humour and feftivity prevailed among them. As 
)r. Solander and another gentleman on board, were to¬ 
lerable proficients in Dutch, they aded as interpreters 
between Mr. Lange and the officers, while fome of the 
failors, who underftood Portuguefe, comxrfcd with^ 


fuch of the Raja’s attendants as fpoke that language. 
Ourdinnelr confiftcd chiefly of mutton, which when the 
Raja had tailed, he tequefled of us an Englifh fheep, 
and the only one we had left was prefented to him. 
Our complaifaiicc in this particular, encouraged the 
king to afk for an Englifli dog, and Mr. Banks politely 
gave him his gre)fliound. A iTpying-glafs was alfo put 
into his hand; Mr. Johan Chrillopher Lange having in¬ 
timated, that fuch a prefent would be veiy acceptable. 
Our vifitors now informed us, that the ifland abound¬ 
ed with buffaloes, flieep, hogs, and fowls, plenty of 
which fhould be driven down to the fhore the next day. 
This put us all in high fpirits, dnd the liquor circu¬ 
lated rather fafter than either the Indians or the Saxon 
could bear; but they had, however, the refolution to 
exprefs a defire to depart, before they were quite in¬ 
toxicated. When they came upon deck, they were re¬ 
ceived in the fame manner as when they came aboard, 
by the marines under arms ; and the Raja cxprefflng a 
defire to fee them exercife, his curiofity was gratified. 
I'hcy fired three rounds. The king obferved them 
with great attention, and appeared much furprized at 
the regularity and expedition of their manoeuvres. 
When they cocked their firelocks, he ftruck the fide 
of the fhip with his flick, exclaiming at the fame time 
violently, " that all the locks made but one click.” 
They were difmi.fted with many pfefents, and on their 
departure w'cre fihited with nine guns. Mr. Banks with 
Dr. Solander accompanied them, and when they put 
off returned our compliments with three cheers. Our 
gentlemen on their arrival at the town, tailed their 
palm-wine, which was the frefh juice of tlie trees, iiii- 
fermented. It had a fwcet, but not difagreeable tafte, 
and hopes were entertained, that it might contribute 
to recover our fick from the feurvy. The houfes of the 
natives confifled of only a thatched roof, fupported over 
a boarded floor, by pillars about four feet high. 

Wednefday the 19th, in the morning, Capt. Cook, 
attended by feveral gentlemen, went on Ihore to return 
the Raja’s vifit; but their principal intention was to pur- 
chafe the cattle and fowls, which they had been allured 
the preceding day fliould be driven down to the 
beach. We were greatly chagrined at finding no fleps 
had been taken to fulfil this promife : however, we pro¬ 
ceeded to the houfe of aflembly, which, with a few 
other houfes, built by the Dutch Eall-India Company, 
are diftinguiflied from the reft, by having two pieces of 
wood, rciembling a pair of cow's horns, fixed at each 
end of the roof; and thefe we concluded to be w'hat the 
Portuguefe Tailor conftrued into crofTes, from the Indian 
having crofted his fingers when he was deferibing the 
town. At the houfe of alTcmbly we faw Mr. Lange 
and the Raja, whofe name was AMadocho Lomi Djara, 
furrounded by many of the principal people; Capt. Cook 
having informed them, that he had loaded his boat with 
goods, which he w'iftied to exchange for necelTaiy re- 
freflimcnts, permiftion was given him to land them- 
We now endeavoured to make an agreement for the 
hogs, fheep, and buffaloes, which were to be paid for 
in cafh; but this bufmefs was no fooner hinted than 
Mr. Lange took his leave, having firft told the captain, 
that he had received a letter from the governor of Con¬ 
cordia, in Timor, the contents of which fliould be dif* 
clofed at his return. As the morning w as now fiir ad¬ 
vanced, and we had no frefh provifions on board, 
requefled the Raja’s permiftion to buy a final 1 hog and 
fome rice, and to order his people to drefs the dinner 
for us. He very obligingly replied, that if w’e could eat 
vidhials drelTed by his fubjedls, w'hich he could fcarccly 
fuppofe, he w'ould do himfelf the honour of entertain¬ 
ing us. A dinner being thus procured, the captain font 
oft'his boat to bring liquors from the ftiip. It vas 
ready about five o’clock, and after we w^cre feated on 
mars, which were fpread on the floor, it w as ferved m. 
fix and thiity bafkets. We w^ere then conduced by 
turns to a hole in the floor, near which flood a man 
with water in a vclTel, made of the leaves of 
fi^-palm, who afliftcd us in walhing our hands. Tbis 
done w'e returned to our places and expelled the king* 
Having waited fome timc, w’e enquired the reafon of bis 
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abfcncc, and were informed that the perfon who gave 
the entertainment never partook of it with his guefts; 
hilt that the Raja was ready to come and tafte of what 
was provided, if we entertained a thought that the vic- 
tuals^werc poifoned. We declared that we did not 
harbour any fuch fufpieion, and defired that the cuftom 
of the country might not be violated on our account. 
When dinner w^as ended, the w'inc palfed brifkly, and 
we invited the Raja to drink with us, thinking if he 
would not eat with us, he might at leaR fharc in the 
jollity of the bottle; but he again excufed himfelf, fay¬ 
ing, the man who entertained his guefts fhould never 
get drunk with them, and that the fureft way to avoid 
this was to refrain from tailing the liquor. Hie prime 
niiniftcr and Mr. Lange were of our party, and we 
made a moft luxurious meal. The pork and rice were 
Excellent, and the broth not to be defpifed; but the 
ipoons, made of leaves, wxre fo fmall, that tew of us had 
patience to ufe them. We did not drink our wine at 
the place where w^e had dined; and the remains of the 
dinner we left to the fcamcn and fervants, who im¬ 
mediately took our places. They could not difpatch 
all we had left; but the Raja’s female fen^ants, who 
came to take away the utenfils, obliged them to carry 
away what they had not eaten. When we thought the 
wine had fo far operated as to open the heart, we took 
an opportunity to enquire after the butfaloes and Iheep, 
of which we had not in all this time heard a fyllable, 
though they were to have been at the beach early in the 
morning. Mr. Lange, the Saxon Dutchman, now b - 
gan to communicate to us the contents of the letter, 
which he pretended to have received from the gover¬ 
nor of Concordia, and wherein he faid, inftrudions were 
^iven, that if the lliip fhould touch at this ifland, and 
be in w'ant of provilions, ftie Ihould be fupplied ; but he 
was not to permit her to remain longer than was nccef- 
fary; nor were any large prefents to be made to the na¬ 
tives of low rank, nor tO be even left with their fiiperi- 
ors to be divided among them after the Ihip had failed; 
but he added, any trifling civilities received from the In¬ 
dians might be acknowledged by a prefent of beads, 
or other articles of very fmall value. It is probable 
that the whole of this ftory was a fi( 5 lion; and that 
by precluding our liberality to the natives, the Saxon 
Dutchman hoped more eafily to draw all the prefents 
cl any value into his ow'n pocket. In the evening we 
Were informed, that onlv a few fliccp had been brought 
to the beach, which had been driven away before our 
people could procure money from the lliip to pay for 
them. Some Ibwls howevet were bought, and a large 
quantity of a kind of fyrup made of the juice of the 
palm-tree. This, though infinitely fuperior to molalTcs 
or treacle, fold at a very low price. Vexed at being 
thus difappointed in purchaftng the chief articles molt 
wanted, we remonftrated with Mr. Lange, who now 
found another fubterfuge. l ie faid, had we gone down 
to the beach ourfelves, we might have purchafed what 
wc pleafed; but that the natives were afraid of being 
inipofed on by our feamcn with counterfeit money. 
Wc could not but feci fome indignation againft a man 
who had concealed this, being true; or alledged it, 
being falfe; and Capr. Cook repaired immediately to 
the beach, but no cattle were to be feen, nor were any 
at hand to be bought. During his abfence, Lange 
told Mr. Banks, that the Indians were offended at our not 
having offered them gold for what wc had to fell, and 
Without which nothing could be bought. Mr. Banks 
nid not think it worth his while to hold farther conver- 
lation with a man who had been guilty of fuch repcat- 
^ wlfities; butrof<|UB fuddenly, and we all returned 
ou board much dilfansfitd m ith our fniitlefs negotia¬ 
tions. The Raja had indeed given a more plaufiblc 
Kafon for our difappointment: he faid, the buffaloes 
^'ing far up in the country, there had not been time to 
them down to t?he beach. 

On Thurfday the 20th, Dr. Solaiidcr went again 
® nore with Cap^ Cook, and while the fonner went up 
? to ipeak to Lange, the captain remained on 

c beach with a view of purchafmg provifibns. Here 
¥C met with the old Indian, who, as he appeared to 
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have fome authority, we had among ourfelves diftin- 
guiflied by the name of the Prime Miniftcr. In order 
to engage this man in our intcreft, the captain prefented 
him with a fpying-glafs ; but only a fmall buftalo was 
offered to be fold. The price was five guineas, nearly 
twice its real value. Three, however, were offered, 
which the dealer thought a good price; but faid, he muft 
acquaint the king with what had been bid before he 
could ftrike the bargain. A meflenger was immediate¬ 
ly difpatched to the Raja, and on his return brought 
word, that not lefs than five guineas would be taken for 
the buffalo. The captain abfolutely refufed to give the 
fum demanded, which occalioned the fending aw ay a 
fecond meffengcr, and during his abfence. Dr. Solander 
was feen coming from the town, followed by above a 
hundred men, fome of whom w'crc armed with muf- 
quers, and others wdth lances. Upon enquiring into 
the meaning of this hoftilc appearance, the dotftor in¬ 
formed us, the purp?irt of a meflage from the king was, 
according to Mr. Lange’s interpretation, that the peo¬ 
ple would not trade with us bccaufc W'c had refufed to 
give them more than half the value for their commo¬ 
dities; and that we were not to expedl permiflion to 
trade upon any terms longer than this day. 

A native of Timor, whofc parents were Portuguefe, 
came down .wdih this party, and delivered to the cap¬ 
tain what was pretended to be the order of the Raja, 
and which was in iubftance the fame that Lange had 
told Dr. Solander; but it was afterw^ards difeovered 
that this man was a confident of Lange’s in the feheme 
of extortion. The Englifti gentlemen had at the fame 
time no doubt, but that the luppofcd order of the l^ja 
w as a contrivance of thefe men, and while they were 
debating how toadlin this critical conjiinchire, anxious 
to bring the affair to a fpeedy iflue, the Portuguefe be¬ 
gan to"drive away fuch of the natives as had brought 
palm-fyrup and fowls to fell, and others who were now- 
bringing Ihccp and buffaloes to the market. At this 
juncture Capt. Cook happening to look at the old man 
who had been diftinguiflicd by the name of prime mi¬ 
niftcr, imagined that he faw in his featured a difappro- 
bation of the prefent proceedings ; and, willing to im¬ 
prove the advantage, he grafped the Indian’s hand, and 
gave him an old broad-fword. This well-timed ptofent 
produced all the good effeds that could be w’iftied ; the 
prime miniftcr was enraptured at fo honourable a mark 
of diftinclion, and brandilhing his fw'ord over the head 
of the impcitincnt Portuguefe, he made both him and 
a man who commanded the party, lit down behind him 
on the ground. The w^holc bulinefs was now accom- 
plilhcd; the natives, eager to fupply whatevw was 
wanted, brought their cattle in for fale, and the market 
was foon ftocKcd. For the firft two buffaloes, Capt. 
Cook gave ten guineas: but he afterwards purchafed 
them by way 01exchange, giving a mulquet for each, 
and at this rate he might have bought any number he 
thought proper. There remained no doubt but that 
Lange had a profit out of the two that were fold; and 
that hisreafon for having faid the natives would take 
nothing but gold for their cattle, was, that he might the 
more eafily Ihare in the produce. Capt. Cook pur¬ 
chafed of the natives of this ifland fome hundred gal¬ 
lons of palm-fyrup, a fmall quantity of garlick, a large 
number of eggs, fome limes and cocoa-nwts, thirty 
dozen of fowls, three hogs, fix Iheep, and nine buffalos. 
We having obtained thefe necelfary articles, now pre¬ 
pared for failing from this place. 

The ifland ofSavu is fituatcd in 10 deg. 35 min. S. 
latitude, and 237 deg. 30 min. W. loi^itude. Its 
length is between twenty and thirty miles. But its 
breadth Capt. Cook could not afeertain, as he only faw 
the north fide of it. The harbour in which the ftiip 
lay, was called Seba, from a diftridl of the country fo 
denominated t and there are two other bays on different 
parts of the ifland. At the time the Imdeavour lay 
there it was near the end of thedryfeafon, when it had 
not rained foralmoft feven months, nor was there a run¬ 
ning ft ream of frcfli water to be feen, and the natives 
were fupplied only by fmall fprings, fituated at a dif- 
tance up the country, yet even in this dry ft-afon the 
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appearance of the ill and was beautiful. Near the coaft 
the land lies level, and well cloathed with palm, called 
Arecao, and cocoa-nut trees. Farther off, the ground 
rifes in the moft gradual afeent, and is covered with 
fair palm-trees even to the tops of the hills, fo as to 
prefent a regular grove to the view'. The rains in this 
countiy ceafe in March or April, and fall again in Octo¬ 
ber or November, and thefc rains produce abundance 
of indico, millett, and maize, which grow beneath the 
fineff trees in the country. Befides thefe articles, the 
ifland produces tobacco, cotton, betel, tamarinds, limes, 
oranges, mangoes, miinea corn, rice, callevances, and 
water-melons. A Iniall quantity of cinnamon was feen, 
and fome European herbs, fiich as garlick, fennel, cclerv', 
and marjoram, befides which, there are fruits of various 
kinds, and particularly the blimbi, w hich has a fliarp 
taffe, and is a fine pickle, but it is not eaten raw-; its 
length is from 3 to 4 inches; it is nearly as thick as a 
man’s thumb, of an oval form., covered with a very thin 
Ikin, of a very light green, and contains a number of 
feeds ranged in the fliape of a ftar. Several buffaloes 
were feen on this iffand which were almoff: as large as 
an ox; and from a pair of enormous horns of this ani¬ 
mal, which Mr. Banks faw, it was fuppofed that fome 
of them were much larger; yet they did not weigh more 
than half as much as an ox of the fame fizc ; having 
loft the greater part of their fleffi through the late 
dry weather: the meat however w^as juicy, and of a 
delicate flavour. The horns of thefc animals bend 
backwards; they had no dew-laps, and fcarce any hair 
on their ffeins, and their ears were remarkably large. 
l*he other tame animals on the ifland are dogs, cats, 
pigeons, fowls, hogs, goats, flieep, afles, and horfes. 
Few of the horfes are above twelve hands high, yet they 
are full of mettle, and pace naturally in an expediti¬ 
ous manner: the natives ride them with a halter only. 
The hogs of this country are fed on the hufks of rice 
and palm-fyrup mixed with water, and are remarkably 
fine and fat. The fheep is not unlike a goat, and are 
therefore called Cabaritos ; their ears, which are long, 
hang down under their horns; their nofes are arched, 
and their bodies covered with hair. The fow ls are of 
the game kind, and though they arc rather large, the 
hen lays a very fmall egg. The fca-coaft furniffics 
the inhabitants with turtle, but not in any great 
abundance. 

The people of this ifland are rather below the mid¬ 
dle ftature; their hair is black and ftrait, and perfons 
of all ranks, as wtU thofc that are expofed to the wea¬ 
ther, as thofe that are not, have one general complexion, 
which is tho dark brow n. The men arc w^cll formed 
and fprightly, and their features differ much from each 
other: the women, on the contrary, have alloncfet of 
features, are very fliort, and broad built. The men 
have iilver pincers loanging by firings round their 
necks, with wkich they pluck out the hair of their 
beards; and both men and w'oman root out the hair 
that grows under their arms; the hair of the womens 
heads is tied in a club behind, while the men wear a 
kind of turban on their heads, formed of muflin, cotton, 
or even with lilk handkerchiefs,but the heads ot the w^o- 
men have no covering. The drefs of the men conftfts of 
two pieces of cotton cloth, one of which is bound round 
the middle, and the lower edge of it being drawn pretty 
tight between the legs, the upper edge is left loofe, fo 
a”to form a kind of pocket, in which they carry knives 
and other things: the other piece beingpaft under the 
forfner on the back of the wearer, the ends of it are 
carried over the Ihoulders, and tucked into the pocket 
before! The women drew the upper edge of the piece 
round the waift tight, while the lower edge dropping to 
the knees, make a kind of petticoat: the other piece of 
cloth is faftened a-crofs the breaft, and under the arms, 
'fhis cloth, which is manufactured by the natives, is 
dyed blue while in the yarn; and as it is of various 
iliadcs, its look, when it comes to be worn, is veiy 
beautiful. 

Their ornaments are very numerous, and confift of 
rings, beads w^orn round the neck and on the wrifts, 
and chains of plaited gold wire, arc likewife worn by 
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both fexes; but the women had likewife girdles of 

beads round their w aifts, which ferved to keep up their. 
petticoats. Both fexes had their cars bored without a 
tingle exception, that w'e faw, but we never obferved, 
an ornament in any of them. Nor did we perceive 
either man or woman in any thing but what appeared 
to be their ordinaiy drefs, except the king and his mi- 
nifter, who in general wore a kind of night-gown of 
coarfc chintz, and the latter once received us rn a black- 
robe, which appeared to be made of prince’s ftuff'. 
One perfon, in the way of finery, had a filvcr-hcaded 
cane, marked with a kind of cypher, confifting of the 
Roman lettersV. O. C. which might have been a prefent 
from the Dutch Eaft-India Company, whofe mark it is. 
We alfo faw' boys about twelve or fourteen years old, 
having fpiral circles of thick brafs ware paflTed three or 
four times round their arms, above the ell^ovv; and upon 
the fame part ot the arm, fome of the men had rings 
of ivory, two inches broad, and about one in thicknefs; 
thefe w^e w^ere informed were the fons of the Raja’s or 
chiefs, whofe high births were diftinguiff:cd by tliefc 
cumbrous ornaments. Moft of the men had their 
names marked on their arms, and the women had a 
fquare ornament of flouriffied lines imprinted juft under 
the bend of the elbow. On enquiry it was found that 
this praClice had been common among the Indians long, 
before they w^ere vifitcd by any Europeans ; and in the 
neighbouring iflands, it was faid, the inhabitants were 
marked with circles upon their necks and breafts. We 
'were ftruck w’ith the fimilitude between thefc marks, 
and thofe made by tattapwing in the South Sea iflands; 
and M. BoffTii’s account of fome Indians w ho dw^ell on 
the banks of Akanza, a river in North America, which 
falls into the Miffiflippi, will affbrd a probable con- 
jedlure how the operation is perfonned. “ The Al- 
kanzas, fays he, have adopted me, and as a mark of my 
privilege, have imprinted the figure of a roe-buck upon 
my thigh, which was done in this manner: an Indian 
having burnt fome ftraw, diluted the allies with wa¬ 
ter, and W’ith this mixture, drew the figure upon my 
fkin; he then retraced it, by pricking the lines w ith 
needles, fo as at every puncture juft to draw the blood, 
and the blood mixing w ith the allies of the ftraw, 
forms a figure w hich can never be effaced.” 

The houfes of Savu are all built upon the fame plan, 
but differ in fize, according to the rank and wealth of 
the proprietors, being from twenty feet to four hun¬ 
dred, and they are fixed on polls of about four or five 
feet from the ground. Oncvend of thefe is driven 
into the ground, and upon the other is laid a floor of 
wood, which makes a vacant fpace of four feet between 
the floor of the houfe and the ground. On this floor 
are raifed other pillars that fupport a roof of Hoping 
fidcs, which meet in a ridge at the top, like thofe of 
our barns; the caves of this roof, which is thatched 
with palm leaves, reach within two feet of the floor, 
and over-hang it as much. The fpace w ithin is gene¬ 
rally divided Icngthwifc into three equal parts ; the mid¬ 
dle part, or center, is inclofed by a partition of four 
fides, reaching about fix feet above the floor, and one 
or tw o fmall moms arc alfo fometimes taken off' from 
the fides ; the reft of the fpace under the roof is open, 
fo as freely to admit the air and the light. The parti¬ 
cular ufes of thefe apartments we could not, during our 
fliort flay, learn, except that the clofe room in the cen¬ 
ter was appropriatetj. to the women. 

As to the food of thefe people, they cat all the tame 
animals to be found in the ifland ; But they prefer the 
hog to all others ; next to this they admire horfc-flelh; 
to which fuccecds the buffalo, thai poultry; and they 
prefer cats and dogs to goats and (neep. Filh, wc be¬ 
lieve, is not eaten but by the poor, nor by them, except 
when their duty or bufincfs requires them to be upon 
the beach, and then each man has a light calling net, 
which is girt round his body, and w ith this he takes 
any fmall filh which may come in his way. 

The moft remarkable and ufeful tree that grows on 
the ifland is the fan palm. Its .ufes are fo various, that 
it requires particular ixitice. At certain times it is a 
fuccedaneum for all other food both to man and bcaft* 

A kind 














































cook’s first voyage— for making Difcoverics in the South Seas & Round the World, jj 


A kind of wine, called toddy, is extradlcd from this 
tree by cutting the buds, and tying under them fmall 
bafkcts, made of the leaves. The juice which trickles 
into thcVe vclfcls is collected morning and evening, and 
is the common drink of all the inhabitants. The na¬ 
tives call this liquor dua or duac, and both the fyrup 
and fugar, gula. The fyrup is not unlike treacle, but 
is fomcwhat thicker, and has a more agreeable tafte. 
The fugar is of a redifh brown, probably the fame with 
the Jugata fugata fugar upon the continent of India, 
and to our tafte it was more agreeable than any cane fu¬ 
gar, unrefined. We at ftrft apprehended that the fy- 
rup*, of which feme of our people eat great quantities, 
would have occaHoned fluxes, but what effedl: it pro¬ 
duced was rather falutary than hurtful. This lyrup U 
ufed to fatten hogs^ dogs, and fowls; and the inhabi¬ 
tants themfclves have fubfiftcd upon this alone for fc- 
veral months, when other crops have failed, and ani¬ 
mal food has been fcarce. With the leaves of this 
tree the natives thatch their houfes, and make bafkcts, 
cups, umbrellas and tobacco-pipes. They make Icaft 
account of the fruit, and as the buds arc wounded for 
the tuac or toddy, there is very little produced. It is 
nearly of the fizc of a full grown turnip; and the 
kernels muft be eaten before it is ripe, otherwife they 
are fo hard, that the teeth will not penetrate them. 

As fire-wood is vciy fcarce, the natives, by the fol¬ 
lowing method, make a very little anfwer the ends of 
cookery and diftillation. A hollow is dug underground, 
like a rabbit burrow^ in a horizontal direclion, about 
two yards long, with a hole at each end, one of w hich 
is large, and the other fmall. The fire is put in at the 
large hole, and the fmall one ferves for a draught. Cir¬ 
cular holes arc made through the earth which covers this 
cavity, on which arc fet earthen pots, large in the 
middle, and finaller towards the bottom, lb that the 
fire adls upon a large part of the furface. They con¬ 
tain generally about eight or ten gallons eachi and it is 
furprifing to fee with what a fmall quantity of fuel they 
arc kept boiling. In this manner they boil all their 
vichials, and make all their fyrup and fugar. The Pe¬ 
ruvian Indians have a contrivance of the fame kind ; 
and perhaps by the poor in other countries it might be 
adopted with advantage. 

In this illand both fexes arc enflavcd by the perni¬ 
cious cuftom of chew'ing beetle and arcca, contracted 
even while they are children. With thefe they mix a 
fort of white lime, compofed of coral ftones and ftiells, 
to which is added frequently a fmall quantity of to¬ 
bacco, whereby their mouths arc rendered difguftful 
both to the fight and the fmell; for the tobacco in¬ 
fects their breath, and the beetle and lime make the 
teeth both black and rotten. We faw many of both 
fexes whofe fore teeth were confumed, irregularly, al- 
moft down to the gums, and corroded like iron by ruft. 
This lofs of teeth has generally been attributed to the 
tough ftringy coat of the arcca nut; but our gentlemen 
imputed it wholly to the limc; for the teeth arc not 
loofencd or broken, as might be the cafe by chewing of 
hard and rough fubftances, but they are gradually 
wafted, as even metals are by powerful acids; and they 
may not be miftaken who fuppofe that fugar has a bad 
effed: upon the teeth of Europeans, feeing refined fu¬ 
gar contains a confidei-ablc quantity of lime, and it is 
well known, that lime wnll deftroy bone of any kind. 
When the natives are at any time not chew ing beetle 
and arcca, they then arc fmoking. l‘hc manner of 
doing this is by rolling up a fmall quantity of tobacco, 
and putting it into one end of a tube, about fix inches 
long, as thick as a goofc quill, and made of a palm- 
Icaf. The women in particular were oblbrved to fwal- 
low the fmoke. 

The ifland is divided into five diftrifls or nigrccs, 
each of which is governed by a Raja. Thefe are called 
Laai, Seba, Regecua, Timo, and Maftara. We w^nt 
aftjore at Seba, and found a Raja that governed with 
abfolutc authority. He w'as about five and thirty, and 
the moft corpulent man we had feen upon the whole 
illand. But though he governed with an unlimited 
authority, he took very little regal pomp upon him. 


He was directed almoft implicitly by Mannil Djarmc, 
the old man, his prime miniftcr, already men¬ 
tioned ; yet notwithftanding the power with which he 
was invefted, he was univerfally beloved, a fure proof 
that he did not abufe it. Mr. Lange informed Capt. 
Cook, that the chiefs w ho had fuccclhvcly prefided over 
the five principalities of this ifiand; had lived for time 
immemorial in the moft cordial friendfliip with each 
other; yet, he faid, the people were of a warlike dif- 
pofition, and had always courageoufly defended them- 
ielves againft foreign invaders. We were told alfo, that 
the inhabitants of the ifland could raife, on a fhort no¬ 
tice, 7,300 fighting men armed w ith mufquets; of 
whicji number Laai was faid to furnifh 2,600, Seba 
2000, Regecua 1,500, Timo 800, and Maflara 400. 
Befides the arms already mentioned, each man is fur- 
nifhed with a large mafly pole-ax, which, in the hands 
of people who have courage, muft be a formidable 
weapon. In the ufe of their lances thefe people are 
faid to be fo expert, that they can pierce a man through 
the heart at fixty or feventy yards diftance: yet the 
Raja had always lived at peace with his neighbours. 
This account of the martial prowefs of the inhabi¬ 
tants of Savu may be true; but during our ftay we faw 
no appearance of it. Before the town houfe indeed, we 
faw about one hundred fpcars and targets, w hich ferved 
to arm thofe who were fent down to intimidate us at 
the trading place, but they feemed to be the refufe of 
old armories, no two being of the fame make or length, 
for feme were fix, others fixtecn feet long. Not one. 
lance was among them, and though the mufquets w ere 
clean on the outlide, within they w ere eaten by the ruft 
into holes; and the people themfclves appeared to be 
fo little acquainted with military difeipline, that they 
came down like a diforderly rabble, every one having 
a cock, fome tobacco, or other merchandife, and few 
or none of their cartouch boxes were furniflicd with 
cither powder or ball, but a piece of paper was thruft 
into the holes to fave appearances. Wc likewife faw 
before the houfe of aflembly a great gun, fome fwivcls, 
and patararoes: but the great gun lay w ith the touch- 
hole to the ground, and the fwivcls and patararoes were 
not in their carriages. 

The inhabitants of Savu arc divided into five ranks, 
namely, the Rajas, the land owners, the manufatfturcrs, 
thefervants, and the fiaves. The Rajas arc chief; the 
land owners arc refpefted in proportion to their eftates, 
and the number of their flavcs, which laft arc bought 
and fold with their eftates; but a fat hog is the price 
of one if purchafed feparatcly. Notwithftanding a 
man may thus fell his ftavc, or convey him with his 
lands, yet his power docs not extend farther, as he may 
not even ftrike him w ithout the Raja’s permiffion. The 
eftates of thefe land-holders are of very different ex¬ 
tent : fome of them not poffeffing above five Haves, 
whilft others have 500. When a man of rank goes 
abroad, one of his flaves follows him with a filver 
hiked fword or hanger, ornamented with horfe hair 
talfels, and another carries a little bag containing to« 
bacco, bctle, areca, and lime. This is all the ftatc 
that even the Rajas themfclves take upon them. 

Thefe people have a great veneration for antiquity. 
Their principal boaft is of a long line of venerable an- 
ceftors. Thofe houfes that have been w^ell tenanted for 
fucceftive generations, are held in the higheft efteem; 
even the ftones which arc worn fmooth by having 
been fat upon for ages, derive a certain value from 
that circumftance. He whofe progenitors have be¬ 
queathed him any of thefe ftones, or whofe w-ealth has 
enabled him to purchafe them, caufes them to be ranged 
round his habitation, for his fervants and flavcs to fit 
upon. The Raja caufes a large ftonc to be fet up in 
the chief town of each diftridt as a monument of his 
reign. In the province of Seba, thirteen fuch ftones 
were feen as w ell as the remains of fcveral others which 
w'cre much w-orn. Thefe ftones were all placed on 
the top of a hill, and fome of them were of fuch an 
enormous fize that it was amazing by what means they 
could have been brought thither; nor could any infor¬ 
mation on this head be obtained frooii the natives: 
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thefe monuments, however,vindicated that for a feries 
ofgcnerations, the ifland had been regularly governed.— 
When a Raja dies, proclamation is made that all thofe 
who have been his fubjcdls fliall hold a folemn feftival. 
On this they proceed to the hill where thefe ftoncs are 
erected, and fcaft for feveral weeks, killing all the ani¬ 
mals that fuit their purpofe, wherever they can be 
found, in order to furnilh the treat, which is daily 
■ferved up on the monumental floncs. When they 
have thus exhaufted their whole (lock, they arc com¬ 
pelled to keep a fafl:; and when the feaft happens to 
end in the dry feafon, when they cannot get vegetables 
t‘o eat, they have no other fubliftance than the palm 
fyrup and water, till the few animals which have efeaped 
the general mallacre have bred a fufficient number for 
a frefh fupply, except the adjacent diftri( 5 l: happens to 
be in a condition to relieve them. 

The natives of Savu have an inftrument with which 
they clear the cotton of its feeds; it is about feven 
inches in height and fourteen in length. They have 
alfo a machine with which they fpin by hand, as was 
the cuflom before the invention of fpinning wheels in 
Europe. 

I'hc inhabitants of this ifland w^ere in general robiifl: 
and healthy, and had every mark of longevity. The 
fmall pox, however, is a diftemper with which they 
are acquainted, and which they dread as much as a 
peftilence. When any perfon is attacked by it, he is 
carried to a fpot at a dillancc from the houfes, where 
his food is conveyed to him by means of a long flick, 
as no one dares to venture near him. Abandoned by 
ail his friends, he is there left to live or die as it may 
happen, without being admitted to any comforts of the 
community. 

The Portuguefe very early viflted this ifland, on 
which they ellabliflied a fettlement, but foon after 
they w'ere fucceeded by the Dutch, who without for¬ 
mally taking poflcflion of the place, fent a number of 
trading vclTels in order to eflablifli a commerce with 
the natives. Mofl: of the Dutch purchafes, it is fup- 
pofed, are confined to a fupply of provifions for the 
Spice-Iflands, the inhabitants of w'hich breed but a 
fmall number of cattle. The Dutch Eafl India Com¬ 
pany made an agreement with the feveral Rajas of the 
iflands, that a quantity of rice, maize, and callavanccs 
Hiould be annually furniflied to their people, who, in 
return, were to fupply the Rajas with filk, linen, cut¬ 
lery w-arcs, and arrack. Certain fmall velTels, each 
having on board ten Indians, arc fent from Timor to 
bring away the maize and callavanccs, and a fliip that 
brings the articles furniflied by the Dutch, receives the 
nee on board once a year ; and as there arc three bays 
on this coaft, this vclTcl anchors in each of them in 
turn. The Dutch articles of commerce arc accepted 
by the Rajas as a prefent; and they and their chief at¬ 
tendants drink of the arrack without intcrmilTion till 
it is cxhauiled. 

It V/as in the agreement above-mentioned that the 
Rajas llipulated, that a Dutch rcfident fhould be con- 
flantly on the ifland. Accordingly this Lange, whom 
we have mentioned, was fent thither in that capacity, 
and a fort of afliflant with him, whofe father was a 
Portuguefe, and his mother a native of Timor, with 
one Frcdciic Craig, whofe father was a Dutchman, and 
his mother an Indian. Mr. Lange vifits the Raja in 
(late, attended by fifty flaves on horfe-back, and if the 
crops arc ripe, orders velfel to convey them immedi¬ 
ately to Timor, fo that they are not even houfed upon 
the ifland. It is likewife part of his bufmefs to perfuade 
the landholders to plant, if he perceives that they are 
backward in that particular. This refident had been 
ten years on the ifland, when the Endeavour touched 
there, during all which time he had not feen any white 
perfons, except thofe who came annually in the Dutch 
veflcl, to carry olf the rice, as above-mentioned. He 
was married to a native of Timor, and lived in the 
fame manner as the natives of Savu, whofe language 
he fpoke better than any other. He fat on the ground 
like the Indians, and chewed betle, and feemed in every 
thing to refemblc them, except in his complexion and 


ges complete. 

the drefs of his country. As to Mr. Craig, his af- 

fiflant, he was employed in teaching the natives to 
write and read, and inflruding them in the principles 
of Chriftianity. Though there was neither clergyman 
nor church to be fecn upon the ifland, yet this Mr. 
Craicr averred, that in the townfliip of Seba only, there 
wei/600 Chriftians: as to the religion of thofe who 
have not embraced Chriftianity, it is a peculiar fpecics 
of Paganifm, every one having a god of his own, fome- 
what after the manner of the Cemies heretofore men¬ 
tioned. Their morality, however, is much purer than 
could be expeded from fuch a people. Robberies are 
fcarccly ever committed. Murder is unknown among 
them ; and though no man is allowed more than one 
wife, they are ftrangers to adultery, and almoft fo to the 
crime of fimple fornication. When any difputes arilc 
between the natives, the determination of the Raja is 
decifive and fatisfadory. Some obfervations were made 
upon the language of the natives, by the gentlemen, 
while the veflcl lay here; and a kind of vocabulary 
formed, a Iketch of which we have here inferted : 


Momonne, 

A man. 

Mobunne, 

A wojnan. 

Catoo, 

ne head. 

Row catoo. 

The hair. 

Matta, 

ne eyes. 

Rowna matta. 

ne eye-lajhes. 

Swanga, 

The noje. 

Cavaranga, 

The cheeks. 

Wodcele, 

The can. 

Vaio, 

The tongue. 

Lacoco, 

The neck. 

Soofoo, 

Tbe breajis. 

Caboo foofoo 

The nipples. 

Du 1 loo. 

The belly. 

Aflbo, 

The navel. 

Tooga, 

The thighs. 

Rootoo, 

T he hiees. 

Baibo, 

The legs. 

Dunceala, 

The feet. 

KiflTovei yilla, . - 

The toes. 

Camacoo, 

The antis. 

Wulaba, 

The hand. 

Cabaou, 

A buffdh. 

Djara, 

A horfe. 

Vavee, 

A hog. 

Doomba, 

Afiseep. 

Kefavoo, 

A goat. 

Guaca, 

A dog. 

Maio, 

A cat. 

Mannu, 

A fowl. 

Carow', 

The tail. 

Pangoutoo, 

The beak. 

Ica, 

Afjh. 

Unjoo, 

A turtle. 

Nieu, 

A cocoa-met. 

Boaceree, 

Fan palm. 

Calella, 

Areca. 

C'anana, 

Beetle. 

Aou, 

Lime. 

Maanadoo, 

A fijh-book. 

T ata. 

Tatou, or marks on theJhin. 

Lodo, 

The fun. 

Wurroo, 

The moon. 

Aidaffcc, 

The fea. 

A ilea. 

Water. 

Aoc, 

Fire. 

Maatc, 

To die-. 

I'abudge, 

To Jlcep. 

Tatee too. 

To rife.. 

Ufle, 

One. 

Lhua, 

Two. 

Tullu, 

Three. 

Uppah, 

Four. 

Lumme, 

Five. 

Unna, 

Six. 

Pedu, 

Seven. 

Arru, 

Eight. 

Saou, 

JSine. 


Singooro<)j 
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Singooroo, 

Singiminguflc, 

Lhuai^ooroo, 

Singailu, 

Scciippah, 

SclacuHa, 

Serata, 

Sereboo, 

Ic is here nccefTary to obferve, that this iOand has 
not been laid down in any of the charts hitherto pub- 
liflicd, and as to our account of it, lot it be remem¬ 
bered,' that except the facts in M’hich we were par¬ 
ties, and die account of the objeds which wc had an 
opportunity to examine, the whole is tounded merely 
upon the report of Mr. Lange, upon whofc authority 
it mu ft therefore rclL 

Of the iftands in the neighbourhood of Savu, the 
principal is Timor, which is annually vifitcd by the 
Dutch relidents on the other iflands, in order to make 
up their accounts. Some of the towns on the north 
fide of Timor arc in the hands of the Portuguefe; but 
die Dutch pofiefs a far greater proportion of the ifland, 
on which they have built a fort, and cret^led fcveral 
ftore-houfes. There arc three fmall iflands, called the 
Solars, which produce great abundance ot the various 
necelfarics of life, that arc carried in fhiall vefiels to 
the Dutch fettlements on the iQand of Timor. Thefe 
iflands are low and flat, and one of them has a commo¬ 
dious harbour. To the weftward of the Solars lies the 
little ifland of En e, in the poflelTion of the Portuguefe, 
who have built a confiderable town on the N. E. point 
of it; and clofe to the town is an harbour where Ihips 
may ride in fafety. The ifland of Rotce has a Dutch 
refident, whofe bufinefs is fimilar to that of Mr. Lange 
on the ifland of Savu. Roue produces, befides luch 
thir.gs as arc common to other iflands, a confiderable 
quantity of fugar, which is made to a great degree of 
perfc<fl:ion. I’herc is likewife a fmall ifland lying to 
the weft of Savu, the chief produce of which is the 
arcca nut, of w hich the Dutch receive in exchange for 
European commodities, as large a quantity every year 
as load two vefTcls. 

About tw'o years before tlic Endeavour was in thefe 
feas,a French fliip was w recked on the coafl: of Timor: 
file had been lodged on the rocks fcveral days, when 
the wind tore her to pieces in an inflant, and the Cap 
tain, with the greater part of the fcamen were drown¬ 
ed ; but the lieutenant and about eighty men, having 
reached the fliore, travelled acrofs the country of Con¬ 
cordia, where their immediate w^ants were relieved, 
and they afterwards returned to the wreck, in company 
Vrith fome Dutchmen and Indians, who aflifted them 
in recovering all their chefts of bullion, and other ef- 
fe(fts. This done they returned to Concordia, where 
they remained feveral weeks ; but in this interval death 
made fuch havock among them, that not above half 
their number remained to return to their native coun¬ 
try, which they did as fcon as a veffel could be fitted 
out for them. 

On Friday, the 21 ft of September, in the morning, 
got under fail, and bent pur courfe weftward, along, 
the north fide of the ifland of Savu, and of another 
lying to the weftward of it, which at noon bore S. S. E. 
diftant two leagues. . At four in the afternoon, in la¬ 
titude 10 dqg. 3^ min. S. and longitude 238 deg. 28 
min. W. we difeovered a fmall low ifland. In the 
evening of the 23d, wc got clear of the iflands, and 
on the 26rh, our latitude by obfervation was 10 deg. 

min. S. and our longitude 252 deg. ii min. W. 
Chi the 28th, we ftecred all day N. W. with a view 
ot making the land of Java, and on. the 30th, Capt. 

00k took into his poireflion the log-book and journals, 
at leal tall he cou-Id find of theolheers, petty officers, 
ana leamcn, whom he llridlly enjoined feccccy with 
c pect to where they had been. At feven in the cven- 
^ thunder and lightning, and about twelve by 
^ the flafties we law the weft end of Java, 
u Monday, October the j ft, at fix o’clock in the j 


morning, Java Head bore S. E. by E. dinahr five 
leagues. Soon after we faw Prince's Ifland, and at 
ten Cracatoa, a remarkable high peaked ifland. At 
noon it bore N. 40 E. diftant feven leagues. On 
the 2nd, wc were clofe in w'ith the coaft of Java, in 
fifteen fathom water, along which w c ftood. In the 
forenoon a boat w^ns fent afliore, in order to procure 
fome fruit for Tupia, w'ho w'as at this time extremely 
ill. Our people returned with four cocoa-nuts, and a 
fmall bunch of plantains, for which they had paid a 
fhilling; but fome herbage for the cattle the Indians 
gave our feamen, and affilted them tocutit. The coun¬ 
try had a delightful appearance, being every where co¬ 
vered with trees, which looked like one continued 
wood. About eleven o’clock we faw two Dutch Eaft 
Indiamen, from whom W'C heard with great plcafure, 
that the Swallow had reached the Englifh channel in 
fafety, having been at Batavia about tw'o years before. 
Wc alfo learnt, that there was ftationed here a fly boat 
or packet, to carry letters, as was faid, from the Dutch 
fliips, that came hither from Batavia, but the Captain 
thought-it was appointed to examine all ftiips, that 
Ihould have pafled the ftreight. Wc had now been 
fome hours at anchor, but in the evening a light breeze 
fpringing up, wc got under fail, yet having little wind, 
and a ftrong current againft us, wc reached no further by 
eight in the morning, of the 3d, than Bantam Point. 
We now perceived the Dutch packet ftanding after us, 
but the w ind fliifting to the N. E. flic bore aw'ay. We 
were now obliged to anchor; which we did in twenty- 
two fathom water, at about two miles from the Ihorc. 
Ac fix o’clock in the evening, the country boats came 
along fide of us, on board one of which was the maf- 
tcr of the packet. They brought in them fowls, ducks, 
parrots, turtle, rice, birds, monkeys, and other arti¬ 
cles, with an intention to fell them, but having fixed 
very high prices on their commodities, and our Savu 
ftock being not yet expended, very few articles w'erc 
purchafed. The Captain indeed gave two dollars for 
twenty-five fowls, and a Spanilh dollar for a turtle, 
which weighed about fix and thirty pounds.’ ‘ We 
might alfo for a dollar have bought two monkeys, or 
a whole cage of rice-birds. The mafter of the packet 
brought w'ith him two books, in one of which he de- 
fired of our officers, tliat one of them would write down 
the name of our fiiip and commander; the place from 
w hence w e came; to what port bound; with fuch other 
particulars relating to ourfclvcs, as wc might think 
proper, for the information of any of our countrymen 
who might come after us. In the other book the maf¬ 
ter himfclf entered the names of our ftiip and its Cap¬ 
tain, in order to traiifmit them to the governor and 
council.of the Indies. We perceived, thatinthefirft 
book many fliips, particularly Portuguefe, had made 
enterics of the fame kind with that for which it w^as 
prefented to us. Mr. Hicks, our lieutenant, however, 
having written the name of the fliip, only added " from 
Europe,” The mafter of the packet took notice of 
this, but faid, that he was faiisficd with any thing w'e 
thought fit to write, it being intended folcly for the in¬ 
formation of our friends. 

Friday the fifth, we made fcveral attempts to fail with 
a wind that would not ftem the current, and as often 
came to an anchor. In the morning a proa, wit;h a 
Dutch officer, came along-fidcof us, and fent to Cap¬ 
tain Cook a printed paper in exceeding bad Englitli, 
duplicates of which he had in pther languages, all re¬ 
gularly figned, in the name of the governor and council 
of the Indies, by their fecretary.; the contents whereof 
were the following enquiries, contained in nine quef- 
uons. 

1. The (hip’s name, and to what nation fhc be-, 
longed? 

2. If flic came from Europe, or any other place ? 

3. From what place £he had laft departed? 

4. Whereunto defigned to go? 

5. What and how many fliips of the Dutch com¬ 
pany by departure Trom the laft ihore there layed, and 
their names? 


T 

Eleverij. 

20. 

100. 

1000. 

I O,OQ0. 

100,000. 

. 1,000,000. 






























































































Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE, 


Sd 


6. If one or more of thcfe fhips, in company with 
the Endeavour, is departed for this or any other 

place ? . . . r 

7. If during the voyage any particulantics is hap¬ 
pened, orfeen? 

8* If not any fhips in Tea, or the flreights of Simda, 
have feen, or hailed in, and which ? 

9. If any other news worth of attention, at the place 
from whence the fliip laflly departed, or during the 
voyage, is happened? 

Batavia in the Cafllc. 

By order of the Governor General, and the 
Counfcllors of India, 

J. Brander Bungl. Sec. 

The officer obferving, that the Captain did not chufe 
to anfwcr any of the above queflions, except the fird 
and fourth, he faid that the reft were not material, 
though it was remarked that juft afterwards he affirmed 
he muft difpatch the paper to Batavia, at which place 
it would arrive by the next day. This examination was 
rather extraordinary, and the more fo, as it docs not 
feem to have been of any long (landing. 

As foon as the Dutch officer departed, the anchor 
was weighed, but in four hours the fliip was forced to 
come to an anchor again, till a breeze fprang up ; fhe 
then held on her courfc till the next morning, when on 
account of the rapidity of the current, the anchor was 
dropped again. At faft v/c weighed on the 8th, and 
ftood clear of a large ledge of rocks, which we had al- 
moft ran upon the preceding day. But in the fore¬ 
noon w'c were once more obliged to anchor near a little 
ifland that was not laid dowm in any chart on board. 
It was found to be one of thofo called the Millcs Iflcs. 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr having landed upon it, 
collecled a few plants, and fliot a bat which was a yard 
long, being meafured from the extreme points of the 
wings; they alfo killed a few plovers on this ifland, the 
breadth of which docs not exceed one hundred yards, 
and the length five hundred; they found a houfe and a 
little fpot of cultivated ground, and on it grew the 
Palma Chrifti, from which the Weft Indians make 
their caftor oil. 

In a little time after the gentlemen returned to the 
fhip, fome Malays came along-fide in a boat, bring¬ 
ing with them pompions, dried fiffi, and turtle, for 
fale; one of the turtles, which weighed near one hun¬ 
dred and fifty pounds, they fold for a dollar, andfeemed 
to expe<5l the fame piece of money for their fruit; but 
it being hinted to them that a dollar was too much, they 
defircdthat one might be cut, and a piece of it given 
to them, but this not being complied with, they at 
length fold tw^enty-fix pompions for a Portuguefe pe- 
tacka. When they departed, they intimated their 
willies, that this tranfa^ftion might not be mentioaed at 
Batavia. 

Wc now made but little way till night, when the 
land-breeze fpringing up, wc failed to the E. S. E.. 
and on the following day, by the afliftance of the 
fea-breeze, came to an anchor in the road of Batavia. 
At this place we found a number of large Dutch velTcls, 
the Harcourt Eaft-Indiaman from England, which had 
loft her paflage to China, and tw^o fhips belonging to 
the private trade of our India company. The Endea¬ 
vour had no fooncr anchored, than a fhip was obferved, 
■with a broad pendant flying, from which a boat w^as 
difpatchcd to demand the name of the vefTel, with 
that of the commander, &c. To thcfe enquiries Cap¬ 
tain Cook gave fuch anfwcrs as he thought proper, and 
the officer who commanded the boat departed. This 
gentleman, and the crew that attended him, were fo 
worn out with the unheahhinefs of the climate, that it 
was apparent many deaths would follow : yet at prefent 
there was not one invalid on board of our fliip, except 
the Indian Tupia. The Captain now difpatched an of¬ 
ficer to the governor of the to\i n, to apologize for the 
Imdcavouj-’s not faluting: for he had but three guns 
proper for the purpofc, except fwivels, and he was 
apprehenfive that they would not be heard. The fhip 
was fo leaky, that flic niacjc about nine inches water it\ 

3 



an hour, on the average; part of the falfe keel was 

gone; one of her pumps was totally ufefofs, and the 
reft fo much decayed, that they could not laft long. 
The officers and fcamen concurring in Opinion that the 
fhip could not fafely put to fea again in this condition, 
the Captain refoivcd to folicit permlffion to heave her 
down; but as he had learned that this muft be done in 
writing, he drew up a petition, and had it tranflated 
into Dutch. 

On Wednefday, Oiftobcr the loth, the Captain and 
the reft of the gentlemen went on fhorc, and applied 
to the only Englifli refident at Batavia; this gentleman, 
whofe name was Leith, received his countrymen in the 
politeft manner, and entertained them at dinner with 
great hofpitality. Mr. Leith informed us, that a pub¬ 
lic hotel was kept in town, by order of the Dutch go¬ 
vernor, at which place merchants and other ftrangers 
were obliged to lodge, arid that the landlord of the 
hotel was^ound to find them warehbufes for their 
goods, on the condition of receiving ten (hillings on 
every hundred pounds of their value, but as the Endea¬ 
vour was a king’s fliip, her officers, and the other gen¬ 
tlemen, might refide where they thought proper, only 
afking leave of the governor, whofe peiTniflion would 
be inftantly obtained. Mr. Leith added, that they 
might live cheaper in this way than at the hotel, if 
they had any perfon who fpoke the Batavian tongue, 
whom they could rely on to purchafe their provifions, 
hilt as there was no fuch perfon among the whole fliip s 
crew, the gentlemen immediately befpoke beds at the 
hotel. In the afternoon Captain Cook attended the go¬ 
vernor-general, who received him politely, and told 
him to wait on the council the next morning, when 
his petition fliould be laid before them, and every thing 
that he folicited fhould be granted. Late in the even¬ 
ing of this day, there happened a moft terrible ftorm 
of thunder and lightning, accompanied with very heavy 
rain. In this ftorm the main-maft of a Dutch Eaft 
Indiaman was fplit and carried away by the deck ; and 
the niain-top-maft and main-top-gallant-maft were 
torn to pieces; it is fuppofed, that the lightning was 
attraded by an iron fpindle at the fnain-top-gallant- 
maft-head. The Endeavour, which was at a fmall 
diftance from the Dutch fhip, efcaped without damage, 
owing, inoft probably, to tire eledrical chain which 
conducied the lightning over the vefTel.—A ccntinel 
on board the Endeavour, who was chargirjg his muf- 
quet at the time of the ftorm, had it fhaken out of his 
hand, and the ram-rod broken to pieces; the elec¬ 
trical chain looked like a ftream of fire, and the fhip 
fuftained a very violent fhock. 

On Thurfday the 11 th, Capt. Cook waited on the 
gentlemen of the council, who informed him that all 
his requefts fhould be complied with. In the interim 
the other gentlemen made a contrail with the mafter 
of the hotel, to furnifli them and their friends \yitli 
as much tea, coffee, punch and tobacco, as they might 
have occafiern for, and to keep them a feparate table, 
for nine (hillings a day Englilh money: but on the 
condition that every perfon who fhould vifit them> 
flioiild pay at the rate of four (hillings and fix-pence 
for his dinner, and the fame fum for his fupper and 
bed, if he chofe to fleep at the hotel; they were like- 
wife to pay for every fervant that attended them fifteen 
pence a day. It was foon difeovered, that they had 
been much irnpofed on ; for thcfe charges were twice as 
much as could have been demanded at a private houfe. 
They appeared to live elegantly, but at the fame time 
were but ill fuppl'ied. Their dinner confided of fifteen 
diflics, all ferved up at once; and their fupper of thir¬ 
teen, but of thefe, nine or ten were of the moft ordi¬ 
nary, bccaufe the cheapeft, (poultry) that could bepm*-^ 
chafed, and even fome of thefe diflies were obferved m 
■ be ferved up four times fucceffively: a duck, which \eas 
• hot at dinner, w’as brought cold in the evening, t^he 
next day ferved up as a fricalTcc, and was converted 
i into forced n-reat at night. We, however, only fared 
as otliers had done before us: it was the conftant cul- 
tom of the confeienrious mafter of the hotel, to treat 
all hjs guelts in the fame manner: if we took no notice 
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of it, all ^vas well, for the landlord had the bctfcr cuf- 
tomers of us: if we remondrated againfl fuch treat¬ 
ment, the table was better fupplied from time to time, 
till in the end we had no reafon to complain. 
However, after a few days, Mr. Banks hired for 
himfclf and party, a fmall hoiife, next door to the hotel, 
for which he paid forty-five rtiillings per month; but 
they w'ere far from having the conveniencies and privacy 
they expected : for no perfon was permitted to llcep in 
it as an occafional guelh, under a penalty; and Dutch¬ 
men w'cre continually running in without the lead cere¬ 
mony, to afk what was to be fold, it being a cudom for 
mod private perfons in Batavia to be turnifhed with 
fome articles of traffic. Every one here hires a car¬ 
riage, and Mr. Banks engaged tw'o. Thefc carriages 
arc open chaifes; they hold two perfons, and arc driven 
by a man fitting on a kind of coach-box: for each of 
thefeMr. Banks paid two rix-dollars a day. 

Our Indian friend Tupia had hitherto continued on 
board on account of his difordcr, which was of the 
bilious kind, yet he pcrfided in refufing every medicine 
thift was offered him. Mr. Banks fent for him to his 
houfe, in hopes that he might recover his health. While 
in the Ihip, and even in the boat, he w'as exceedingly 
lidlcfs and low fpirited, but he no fooner entered the 
town than he feemed as if reanimated. The houfes, 
the carriages, drccts, people, and a multiplicity of other 
objects, wholly new to him, produced an effete like the 
fuppofed power of fafeination. But if Tupia was afto- 
nilhcd at the feene, his boy Tayeto was perfctlly enrap¬ 
tured. He cxprelfed his wonder and delight with lefs 
reftraint. He danced along the ftrect in a kind of ex- 
tacy, and examined every objcvff with a rcfflefs curiofity 
which was each moment excited and gratified. Tupia 
remarked particularly the variety of dreffes worn by 
the palling multitude, concerning which he made many 
enquiries. Being informed, that here were people of 
different nations, each of whom wore the habit of his 


rcfpctbve country, he defircd that he might conform 
to the cuftom, and appear in that of Otaheite; and 
fomc South-fca cloth being fent for from the ihip, he 
dreffed himfelf with great expedition and dexterity. 
"J he people of Batavia, who hadfeenan Indian brought 
thither in M. Bougainville’s fhip, named Otourou, 
miflook Tupia for that perfon, and frequently alked if 
he was not the fame. About this time we had procured 
an order to the fuperintendant of the ifland of Oiirufl:, 
where the ffiip was to be repaired, to receive her there, 
and by one ot the fhips that failed for Holland, an ac¬ 
count was fent to Mr. Stephens, fecrecary to the ad¬ 
miralty, of our arrival at this place. Here the captain 
found an unexpected difficulty in procuring money for 
the expcnces that would be incurred by refitting the 
I'.ndcavonr; private perfons had neither the ability nor 
inclination to advance the fum required; he therefore 
font a written application to the governor himfclf, who 
ojdcrcd the Shebander to fupply the captain with 
what money he might want out of the company’s trea- 

I hurlday the 18th, early in the morning, after a 
days, we ran down to Ouruft, and laid 
le Ihip along-fide of the w harf, on Cooper’s Illand, in 
Qjacr to take out her fforcs. After little more than 
" ^ began to experience the fatal efleds of 
ccimiate and lituation. Tupia funk on a fudden, 

1 grew every day. worfe and worfe. 1 ayeto, his boy, 
inflammation on his lungs. Mr. 
an s and Dr. Solander were attacked by fevers, and 
le two fervants of the former became very ill; in Ihort, 
f P^i'fori both on board and afhore fell lick 
as we imagined, to the low 
Situation of the place, and the numbcrlefs 
canals, that interfeeff the town in all dirciffions. 
diirv^ -6th, when few of the crew were able to do 
^ reception. Tupia, of 

torh^' "[t! began to dcfpair, defired to be removed 
ihi? hopes of breathing a freer air; however 

Darin^r t ^onc, as fhe was unrigged, and pre- 

fhe ^ carccning-place; but on 

No I^anks conveyed him to Cooper’s Illand, 

» 1 o. 


or as it is called here, Kuypor, and, as he feemed plcafcd 

W'ith the fpot near which the Ihip lay, a tent was pitched 
for him. When the fea and land breezes blew o^/er 
him, he expreffed great fatisfacFion at his lituation. 
On the 30th Mr. Banks returned to tow n, having, from 
humanity alone, been two days with Tupia, whofc fits 
of an intermitting fever, now became a regular tertian, 
and were fo violent as to deprive him of his fenfes while 
they lallcd, and left him fo weak, that he could fcarcely 
crawl from his bed. At the fame time Dr. Solandcr’s 
fever incrcafcd, and Mr. Monkhoufe, the furgeon, was 
confined to his bed. 

On Monday the 5th of November, after many un¬ 
avoidable delays, the fliip was laid down, and the fame 
day Mr. Monkhoufe,our furgeon, fell a facrifice to this 
I'aral country; w'hofe lofs was more fevercly felt, by his 
being a fenfible, fl-tilful man, and dying at a time w hen 
his abilities w'cre moft w anted. Dr. Solander was juft 
able to attend his funeral, but Mr. Banks, in his turn, 
was confined to his bed. Great, inexpreffibly great w as 
our diftrefs at this time; the profpei^t before us in the 
higheft degree difeouraging; our danger fuch as we 
could not furmount by any efforts of our own, for 
courage, diligence, and Ikill, were all equally ineffec¬ 
tual ; and death was everyday making advances tow'ards 
us, w'hcn we could neither refill nor fiy. The powder of 
difeafe, from the peftiferous air of the country, daily 
gaining ftrength, feveral Malay fervants were hired to 
attend the lick, but they had fo little fenfe either of duty 
or humanity, that the patient was obliged frequently to 
get out of bed to feek them. 

Friday the 9th, our Indian boy Tayeto paid the debt 
of nature, and poor Tupia w^as fo affeded at the lofs, 
that it was doubted whether he would furvive it till the 
next day. In the mean time the fliip’s bottom having 
been carefully examined, it w'as found to be in a worfe 
condition than we apprehended. The falfe keel w'as 
conliderably gone to within twenty feet of the ftern 
poll; the main keel was injured in many places; much 
of the fheaching was torn off; and feveral planks were 
greatly damaged: two of them* and half of a third, 
particularly, for the length of fix feet, were fo worn, 
that they were not above an eighth pait of an inch thick, 
and the woniis had made their w'ay quite into the tim¬ 
bers: yet, in. this condition, the Endeavour had failed 
many hundred leagues, w here navigation is as danger¬ 
ous as in any part of the globe. How much mifery did 
w^ cfcape, by being ignorant that fo confiderable a part 
of the bottom of the veffel was thinner than the foie of 
a Ihoe, and that every life on board depended on fo 
flight a barrier between us and the unfathomable 
ocean! 

Dr. Solander and Mr. Banks were now fo worn down 
by their diforders, that the phyfician declared they had 
no chance for recovery but by removing into the 
country. In confequence of this advice a houfe was 
hired for them, at the diftance of about two miles from 
the town, w hich belonged to the maftcr of the hotel, 
who engaged to fupply them with provifions, and the 
life of liaves. As they had already experienced the 
unfeeling inattention of thefe fellows to the Tick, they 
bought each of them a Malay woman, who, from the 
tendernefs of their fex made them good nurfes. While 
thefe gentlemen were taking meafures for the re¬ 
covery of their health, we received an account of 
the death of our faithful Tupia, w ho funk at once 
after the lofs of his boy, Tayeto, whom he loved with 
the tendernefs of a parent. When Tayeto was firll 
feized with the fatal difordcr, he feemed fcnlible of his 
approaching end, and frequently faid to thofc that were 
about him Tyau mace fee, “ My friends I am dying;” 
he W'as very trac^tablc, and took any medicines that were 
offered him: they were both buried in the ifland of 
Edam. 

On the 14th, the bottom of the Ihip was thoroughly 
repaired, and much to Capt. Cook's fatisfadion, who 
beftow^ed great encomiums on the officers and the work¬ 
men at the Marine-yard; in his opinion there is not 
one in the world, where a fliip can be laid down w ith 
more couveniQnt fpeed and fafery, nor repaired with 
X mqre . 
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more diligence and Hull. At this place they heave down 
with two mafls, a method we do not now pradife; it is, 
however, unquellionably more fafe and expeditious to 
heave down with two mads than one, and the man 
mud w'ant common fenfe, or be drangely attached to 
old cudoms, who will not allow this, ader feeing wnth 
what facility the Dutch heave down and refit their 
larged velfels at Ounid. Ac this time Capt. Cook was 
taken ill. Mr. Sporing alfo, and a Tailor who attended 
Mr. Banks, were feized with the deadly intcpmittents, 
and only ten of the diip’s company were capable of 
doing dutv. As to Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, they 
recovered dowly at their country-houfe, w^hich was open 
to the fea-breeze, and fituated upon a running dream; 
circumdances that contributed not a little to a free 
circulation of air. Yet notwithdanding thefe perplex¬ 
ing obdicles, though harralfed by a contagious difeafe, 
and alarmed by frequent deaths, we proceeded in rig¬ 
ging the Ihip, and getting water and nccelfary dores 
aboard: the dores wereeatily obtained and (hipped, but 
the water we were obliged to procure from Batavia, at 
the rate of fix (hillings and eight-pence a leager, or one 
hundred and fifty gallons. 

On the a5th, in the night there fell fuch a (hower of 
rain, for the fpace of four hours, as even all of us 
had caufe ever to remember. The water poured through 
every part of Mr. Banks’s houfe, and the lower apart¬ 
ments admitted a dream fufficient to turn a mill. As 
this gentleman w'as now greatly redored in health, he went 
to Batavia the following day, and w as furprized to fee that 
the inhabitants had hung their bedding to dr}^ About 
the 26th of this month the w'ederly monfoon fet in; 
it blows in the day-time from the N. or N. W. and 
from the S. W. during the night; previous to this, there 
had been violent (how’ers ot^ain for feveral nights. 
The mufquitos and gnats, whofe company had been 
fufficiently difagreeable in dry weather, now begun to 
fwarm in immenfe numbers, rifingfrom the puddles of 
water like bees from a hive; they were extremely trou- 
blefome during the night, but the pain arifingfrom the 
ding, though very fevere, feldom laded more than half 
an hour, and in the day-time they feldom made their 
attack. The frogs kept a perpetual croaking in the 
ditches, a certain fign that the wet feafon was com¬ 
menced, and that daily rain might be expedled. 

The diip being repaired, the Tick people received on 
board her, and the greater part of her water and dores 
taken in, (he failed from Ourud on the 8th of December, 
and anchored in the road of Batavia: twelve day s were em¬ 
ployed in receiving the remainder of her provifions, wa¬ 
ter, and other necelTaries, though the bufincfs would have 
been done in much lefs time, but that fome of the crew 
died, and the majority of the furvivors were fo ill, as to 
be unable to give their ailtdance. 

On the 24th, Capt. Cook took leave of the governor, 
and fome other gentlemen, who had didingui(hcd 
themfelvcs by. the civilities they (hewed him; but at 
this junclure an incideijt occurred, that might have 
produced confcquences by no means defirablc. A 

• u. - - -- ■ — ^ 


Tailor belonging to one of the Dutch ihips in the road of 
Batavia, debited from the veffel, and entered himfclfon 
board the Endeavour. The captain of the Dutch (liip 
having made application to the governor, claiming the 
delinquent as a fubjeeft of the States General, the gover¬ 
nor ilfued his order for the refioration of the maii; 
when this order was delivered to him, he faid, that the 
man (hould be given up, if he appeared to be a Dutch¬ 
man. As the captain was at this time on lliqrc, and 
did not intend going on board till the following day, 
he gave the Dutch officer a note to the lieutenant, wlio 
commanded on board the Endeavour, to deliver the 
defertcr on the condition above-mentioned. On the 
following day the Dutchman waited on Capt. Cook, in¬ 
forming him, that the lieutenant had abfolutely refufed 
to give up the Teaman, faying he w^as an Irifiiman, and 
of courfc a fubjeif of his Britannic Majelly; Capt. 
Cook applauded the conduct of his officer, and added, 
that it could not be expedted that he Hiould deliver up 
an Englifii fubjedt. The Dutch officer then (aid, he 
was authorifed, by the governor, to demand the fugitive 
as a Danilh fubjed, adding that his name was entered 
in the (hip’s books as having been borne at Elfmeur; 
to this Capt. Cook very properly replied, that the gover¬ 
nor muft have been mi(taken, w'hen he gave this order 
for delivermg the defertcr, who had his option w hethcr 
he.would ferve the Dutch or the Englifii; but in com¬ 
pliment to the governor, the man (hould be given up, 
as a favour, if he appeared to be a Dane, but that in this 
cafe, he (liould by no means be demanded as a right, 
and that he would certainly keep him, if he appeared 
to be a fubject of the crow n of Great Britain. The 
Dutchman now took his leave, and he had not been 
long gone before the captain received a letter from the 
commanding officer on board, containing full proof, 
that the man was an Englifii fubjedl. This letter the 
captain carried to the (hebander, defiring him to lay it 
before the governor, and to inform him, that the man 
(hould not be delivered up on any terms whatever. This 
fpirited condud on the part of Capt. Cook, had the 
defired effed; and thus the matter ended. 

This day the captain, attended by Mr. Banks and 
the other gentlemen who had hitherto lived in the town, 
repaired on board the (hip, which got under fail the 
next morning. The Endeavour was (aluted by the fort, 
and by the Elgin Eafi: Indiaman, w hich then lay in the 
road ; but Toon after thefe compliments were returned, 
the fea-breeze fetting in, they were obliged to come to 
anchor. Since the arrival of the (hip in Batavia Road 
every perfoii belonging to her had been ill, except the 
fail-maker, who was more than feventy years old, yet 
this man got drunk everyday while we remained there. 
The Endeavour buried feven of her people at Batavia 
viz. Tupia and his boy, three of the (ailors, the fervant 
of Mr. Green the aftronomcr and the fiirgcon; and at the 
time of the vcird’s failing, foj ty of the crew were fick^ 
and the relt fo enfeebled by their late illncfs, as to be 
fcarcely able to do their duty. 


CHAP. XII. 


/iMaiptive ammt of the town of Balewia, and the circumjacent comln-Its varwus produa,onspart.cu^ 
fimL, cullomt, andwayof living of the inhabitants fully defertbai-rhe Endeavour fads from Batavia ‘o f Cape 
of Good Hopc-An accoifut of the inhabitants of Prince's Ifland w,th a comparative v,^ of thetr language. « 

the Malay and Javanefe—fhe arrival of the Endeavour at the Cape of Gmd Hope—Ohfervations on the ^ , 

Head to that place—fhe Cape and St. Hekna deferibed—Remarks on the Plot tentots—The Endeavour returns to England, 
iind anchovs iu th£ Doiviis on IP ^dncjddyt j'une 12,177^* 


B Atavia, (ituated in 6 deg. 10 min. S. .latitude, and 
106 deg. 50 min. E. longitude from the meridian 
of* Greenwich, is built on the bank of a large bay, fome- 
thing more than tw’enty miles from the Streight of 
Sunda, on the north (ide of the ifiand of Java, on a low 
boggy ground. Several fmall rivers, which rife forty 
miles up the country, in the mountaijis of ^iaeuwen 
difciiargc thcuilclves into the Tea at thi^ place, 
X 


having firfi: intcrfeiftcd the town in different diredion^ 
There are wide canals of nearly llagnated water in almolt 
every (h*eet, and as the banks of the canals are planted 
w'ith trees, they appear at.firfi: very agreeable; but thcle 
trees and canals combine to render the air peftilenuah 
Some of the rivers are navigable, more than thirty 
miles up the country; and, indeed, the Dutch appe^ 

to have chofen this fpot to build the towui on, for the 
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fake of water-carriage, in w hich convenience Batavia 
exceeds every place in the world, except the towns of 
f^ollaiid. A writer who publilhed an account of this 
place near 50 years ago, makes the number of houfes 
at that time 4760, viz. 1242 Dutch Houfes, and 1200 
Chinefe houfes, within the walls; and 1066 Dutch 
houfes, and 1240 Chinefe houfes, without the walls, 
with 12 houfes for the vending of arrack. The Greets 
of Batavia being wide, and the houfes large, it (lands 
on more ground than any place that has only an equal 
number of houfes. In dry weather a mofl: horrid 
ftench arifes from the canals, and taints the air to a 
great degree; and when the rains have fo fwclled their 
canals that they overflow their banks, the ground-floors 
of the houfes, in the lower part of the town, are filled 
with (linking water, that leaves behind it dirt and (lime 
in amazing quantities.. The running Breams are fome- 
tiines as oflenfivc as the ftagnant canals, for the bodies 
of dead animals are frequently lodged on the (hallow 
parts, where they are left to putrify and corrupt the 
air, except a flood happens to carry them away; this 
w'as the cafe of a dead buflalo, w hile the crew of the 
Endeavour were there, which lay Binking on the Ihoal 
of a river, in one of the chief Breets for fcveral days. 
They fometimes clean the canals ; but this bulinefs is 
performed in fuch a manner, as fcarccly to make them 
lefsa nuifance than before, for the bottom being cleared 
of its black mud, it is left on the fide of the canal till 
it is hard enough to be taken away in boats, and as there 
arc no houfes for necelTary retirement in the whole 
town, the filth is thrown into the canals regularly once a 
day; fo that this mud is a compound of every thing that 
can be imagined difagrecable and olfcnfive. 

The new church in Batavia, is a fine piece of build¬ 
ing, and the dome of it may be feen far oB' at fea. 
This church is illuminated by chandeliers of the moB 
fuperb worknianlhip, and has a fine organ: moB of 
the other public buildings are ancient, conBnicflcd in 
an ill taBe, and gave a vciy complcat idea of D/tch 
clumfincfs. Their method of building their houfes 
feems to have been taught them by the climate. On 
the ground-floor there is no room but a large hall, a 
corner of which is parted oB for the tranfaclion of 
bufinels; the hud has two doors, w hich are commonly 
left^opcn, and are oppofitc each other, fo that the air 
palTcs freely through the room, in the middle of which 
there is a court, w hich at once incrcafcs the draft of 
air, and aflords light to the hall; the Bairs, which are 
at one corner, lead to large and lofty apartments 
above. The female (laves are not permitted to (it in 
any place but the alcove formed by the court, and this 
IS the ufual dining place of the family. 

Batavia is cncompalTed by a river of Biallow water, 
the ftream of which is very rapid ; within this river, 
whic^h IS of diilcrcnt widths in various places, is an 
o a Bone wall, much decayed in many places, and with- 
in the wall is a canal wider in fome places than in 
others, fo that there is no entering the gates of the town 
but by crolfing two draw-bridges; there arc but few on 
c ramparts, and no perfons arc permitted to walk 
icre. Ihcre is a kind of citadel, or caBlc, in the 
. ^. corner of the town, the w alls of which arc both 
are in other parts ; it is 
the gun*, which command 

Apartments arc provided in this caftle for the so- 
ernor-gencral and all the council; and in cafe of a 
-’'^thcr. In the caBle 
effriO-c ^ ^ number of Bore-houfes, in which the 
die company are depofited. The 
pofleflion large quantities of 
which is kept indiBerent places, that the 
prenr not deBroy the whole Bock at once; a 

the '' ifhin 

rent no ^ ‘ ^ ^^^t in diBe- 

tavi/ml? ^ fevenil rniles diBant frbm Ba- 

nulTion . P‘‘°^^^^dy creeled to keep the natives in fub- 

fied hoiiV^*'^ beiidcs thele there are a niimber of forti- 
ftationcT 1 r eight guns, which arc fo 

o command the canals and the roqjs on 


the borders. Tlicre arc houfes of this kind in many 
parts of the idand of Java, and the ocher iflnnds in 
its neighbourhood, of which the Dutch have obtained 
poBeflion. The Chinefe having rebelled againll them 
in the year 1740, all their principal houfes were demo- 
lifhed by the cannon of one of thefe fortified houfes, 
which is in the tow n of Batavia, where, likewife, there 
arc a few' more of them. 

The roads of this country are only hanks between 
the ditches and canals, and the fortified houfes being 
ere(Bed among the morafTcs near thefe roads, nothing 
is eaiier than to deftrby them, and confcqucntly to 
prevent an enemy from bringing any heavy artillery 
near the town : if, indeed, an enemy be only hindered 
a (hort time in his approach, he is efFcdtualiy ruined, 
for the climate w’ill preclude the neccBity of the life of 
weapons for his deBrudlion. Before the Endcavouy 
had been a week at Batavia, her crew began to feci the 
ill effcdlsof the climate; half of them w'cre rendered 
incapable of doing their duty before the expiration of 
a month. They were informed, that it was a vci*)^ un¬ 
common thing for 50 foldiers out of 100 brought from 
Europe, to be alive at the expiration of the firB year, 
and that of the fifty who miVht happen to be living, 
not ten of thofe would be in (ound health, and, pro¬ 
bably, not lefs than half of them in the hofpital. 

In Batavia all the white inhabitants are foldiers, and, ar 
theexpiration of fiveyears fcrvice, they arc bound to hold 
themfelvcs in readinefs to go to war, if they (hould be 
wanted, and the younger inhabitants arc frequently 
muBered ; but as they arc neither trained nor cxcrcifed 
after theexpiration of the five years before-mentioned^ 
the little they have learned is foon forgotten. I'hc In^ 
dians, of whatever nation, who refide here, and have 
cither been made free, .or were bom fo, are called Mar- 
dykers; but neither thefe northc Chinefe are acquainted 
with fire-arms, yet as thefe people arc faid to poflefs 
great perfonal bravery, much might be expeded from 
their expert ufc of their daggers, fvvords and lances. 
It would be a laborious talk to attack Batavia by land, 
and it is not pofliblc to make any attack at all by fea, 
for the Biallownefs of the w'atcr w ould hinder any vclTels 
from advancing within cannon (hot of the w'alls ; in¬ 
deed there is barely depth of water for a (hip’s long¬ 
boat, except a narrow' channel, called the river, which 
extends half a mile into the harbour, and is Brongly 
bounded on each fide with piers, the other end of it 
being diredlly under the fire of the caBle, while its 
communication w ith the canals of the town is prevent¬ 
ed by a boom of wood, which is every night Ihut pre- 
cifely at fix o’clock, and never opened till the follow¬ 
ing day. 

In the harbour of Batavia, any number of Blips 
may anchor, the ground is fo excellent that the anchor 
will never quit its hold. This harbour is fometimes 
dangerous for boats, w hen the fea-brcczes blow fre(h ; 
but, upon the whole, it is deemed the bcB and moB 
commodious in all India. There is a confidcrable num- 
b^r of iflands, which are Btuated round the outfide of 
the harbour, and all thefe arc in the polTeflion of the 
Dutch, w'ho dcBine them to different purpofes. On 
one of them, which is called Purmcrent, an hofpital 
is ereded, on account of the air being purer than it is 
at Batavia. In a fecond, the name of which is Kiiypcr, 
arc eroded numbers of warehoufes, wherein are lodged 
the rice and fome other commodities, which belong to 
the Dutch EaB-India CoiTqiany; at this ifland thofe 
(hips belonging to different nations, which arc to be 
repaired at OuruB, unload their cai^ocs: and it w'as 
here that the Bores of the Falmouth man of war were 
laid up, when Bie was condemned on her return from 
Manilla; her warrant officers, of w horn mention has 
been made in the account of Captain Wallis’s voyage, 
were font to Europe in Dutch Blips about half a year 
before the Endeavour anchored in the road of Batavia. 
A third of thefe iflands, the name of which is Edam, 
is appropriated to the reception of certain oBcnders, 
whofc crimes are not deemed worthy of death, and 
thither they arc tranfported from Holland, and detain¬ 
ed from five to forty years, in proportion to the hcinoiif- 
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ncfs of the offence they have committed: making of 
ropes is the principal part of the employment of thefe 
criminals. 

The environs of Batavia have a very pleafing ap¬ 
pearance, and would in almoff: any other country, be 
an enviable lituation. Gardens and houfes occupy the 
country for feveral miles, but the former arc fo covered 
with trees, that the advantage of the land having been 
cleared of the wood that originally covered it, is almoff 
wholly loffj w hile thefe gardens and the fields ad¬ 
jacent to them arc furrounded by ditches w hich yield a 
difagreeable fmell; and the bogs and moralfes in the 
adjacent fields arc ffill more pffenfivc. For the fpacc 
of more than thirty miles beyond the town, the larid is 
totally flat, except in twx) places, on one of which the 
governor’s country-feat is built, and on the other they 
hold a large market; but neither of thefe places is 
higher than ten yards from the level of the plain. At 
near forty miles from the town the land rifes into hills, 
and the air is purified in a great degree; to this diffance 
the invalids are fenc by their phyficians when every 
other profped: of their recovery has failed, and the ex¬ 
periment luccecds in almoff every inffance, for the fick 
arc reffored to health; but they no fooner return, to the 
town, than their former diforders rcvilit them. On 
thefe hills the moff opulent of the inhabitants have 
country feats, to which they payanannual vilit. Thofe 
who refidc conffantly on the hills, enjoy an almoff per¬ 
petual flow of health; and moff of the vegetables of 
Europe groAV as freely there as in their native ground ; 
the ffrawberry in particular flourilhes greatly, w hich is 
a fuflicient proof of the coolnefs of the air. 

In this country rice is very plentiful, and, in order to 
be brought to pcrfcdlion, Ihould lie under water more 
than half the time it is growing: but they have a fort 
which grows on the fidcs of the hills, which is unknown 
in the Weff-India iHands; this fort is planted w hen 
the wet fcafon commences, and the crop is gathered in, 
fbon after the rains arc over. The maize, w hich grows 
near Batavia, is gathered while young, and roaffed in 
the car. The land likewife produces carrots, celery, 
parfley, afparagus, onions, radifhes, cabbages, let¬ 
tuces, cucumbers, lentiles, kidney-beans, hyflbp, fage, 
rue, Chinefe w hite radiflics, which when boiled, arc not 
unlike a parfnip, common potatoes, fweet potatoes, wet 
and dry yams, millet, and the egg plant, the fruit of 
which, when broiled and eaten w ith lalt and pepper, is 
moff cxquiiitc food. Amazing crops of fugarare pro* 
duced here, and, while the quantity is beyond compa- 
rifon greater, the care of cultivation is inconceivably 
lei’s than in the Weff-fndia iflands. White fugar is 
retailed at two-pence half-penny the pound; and arrack 
is made of the molalfes, with a fmall addition of rice, 
and the w ine of the cocoa-nut. The inhabitants likewife 
mife a little indigo for their own ufe, but do not export it. 

The fruits of this country are near forty in number, 
and of (bmc of thefe there are of feveral kinds. Pine-ap¬ 
ples grow in fuch abundance, that they may be piir- 
chafed at the firff hand, for the value of an Engliffi 
iiirthing; and we bought forwe very large ones for a 
half-penny a piece at the fruit-ffiops, and their taffc is 
very excellent. They grow fo luxuriantly, that feven 
or eight fuckers have been feen adhering to one ffem. 
The fweet oranges of Batavia arc good of their kind, 
but very dear at particular times. The fhaddocks of 
the Weff-Indics, called here Pamplemoofes, have an 
agreeable flavour. Lemons werp very fcarcc when the 
Endeavour lay in the harbour, but limes were altogether 
as plentiful, and fold at little more than two-pence the 
fcorc. There are many kinds of oranges and lemons, 
but none of them excellent. Of mangoes there are 
plenty, but their taffe is far inferior to the melting 
peach of England, to which they have been compared, 
it is faid that the heat, and extreme dampnefs of the 
climate does not agree with them, yet there arc many 
different kinds of them. Of bananas, there are an 
amazing variety of forts, fomc of which being boiled, 
are eaten as bread, while others are fried in batter, and 
are a nourifhing food: but of the numerous forts of 
iiruit, three only arc fit to be paten; one indeed i$ re¬ 


markable, becaufe it is filled with feeds, which are not 
common to thcreff. Grapes arc fold from one ffiilling 
to eighteen pence a pound, though they are far froru 
being good. The tamarinds are cheap and plcniiful; 
but as the method of preferving them, which i.- in 
fait, renders them a mere black lump, they are equally 
naufeating to the fight and to the palate. 1 he water 
melons are excellent of their kind, and arc produced 
in great abundance. The pompions arc boiled as tur¬ 
nips, and eaten with fait and pepper. This fruit is ad¬ 
mirably adapted to the ufe of \x)yagers, as it will keep 
many months without care, and makes an cxccffcnc 
pyc, w hen mixed with the juice of lemons and fugar. 
The papans of this country are fiiperior to turnips, if 
the cores are extracted, after paring them when they 
are green. The guava has a ffrong fmell, and a taffe 
not lefs difagreeable : it is probable, that the guava of 
the Weff-Indics, which many writers have diffinguifhed 
by their praifes, has a very diflerent flavour. The 
fweet fop is a fruit that has but little flavour: it abounds 
in large kernels, from which the pulp is fucked. The 
taffe of the cuffard-apple very much rcfemblcs thedilh 
from which its name is taken. The caffieu apple pro¬ 
duces a nut which is not unknown in England, but the 
fruit has fuch an affringent quality, that the B. tavians 
fcldom eat of it: the nut grows on the top of the ap¬ 
ple. The cocoa-nut is plentiful in this country, and. 
there arc feveral kinds of this fruit, the beff of which 
is very red bctw'een the ffiell and the Ikin. The jamboo 
is a fruit that has but little taffe, but is of a cooling na¬ 
ture : it is conlidcrably lefs than a common-fized apple, 
and thofe that have grown to their full lize, arc always 
the beff; its fliape is oval, and its colour a deep red. 
Of the Jainbu-eyer, there are two kinds, the white 
and the red : they arc lhaped like a bell, and arc fome- 
thing bigger than a cherry: they have no kind of taffe 
but that of a watry acid. I'he Jambu-eycr mauv.aiv 
fmclls like a rofc, and its taffc is not unlike that of 
confen c of rofes. The mangoffan is of a dark red co¬ 
lour, and not larger than a Imallapple: to the bottom 
of this fruit adhere feveral little leaves of the bloflbms, 
while on its tops are a number of triangle.s combined 
in a circle, it contains feveral kernels ranged in 
a circular form, within which is the pulp, a fruit of 
moff exquifitc taffe; it is equally nutritious and agree¬ 
able, and is conffantly given to perfons who arc trou¬ 
bled with inflammatory or putrid fevers. I'he fweet 
orange of this country is likewife given in the fame dif¬ 
orders. The pomegranate of thefe parts dilfers in no¬ 
thing from that generally known in England. The du- 
rion takes its name from the word Dure, w'hich, in the 
language of that country, means prickles, and the name 
is well adapted to the fruit, the fhcll of which is co¬ 
vered with Ibarp points, ffiaped like a fugar-loaf: its 
contents arc nuts not much fmallcr than chefnuts, which 
arc fuiTOundcd with a kind of juice rcfembling cream ; 
and of this the inhabitants eat with great avidity: the 
fmell of this fruit is more- like that of onions, than any^ 
other European vegetable, and its taffc is like that of 
onions, fugar, and cream intermixed : the infidc ot 
the durion, when ripe, is parted, lengthways, into fe¬ 
veral divifions. The nanca is a fruit that Imeils like 
garlick and apples mixed together: its fizc in the gar¬ 
dens of Batavia, is not bigger than that of a middling 
ffzed pompion, and its ffiapc is nearly the fame: it is 
covered with prickles of an angular form. We were 
informed that, at a place called Madura, it has been 
known to grow to fuch an enormous lize as to require 
the ffrength of two men to carry it. The champada is 
in all refpeds like the nauca, only that it is notfo large. 
The rambutan contains a fruit within which is a ffone, 
that is perhaps the fineff acid in the world : this fruit is 
not unlike a chefnut with its hulk on; and it is covered 
with fmall prickles of a dark red colour, and fo foft as 
to yield to the flighteff imprcfflon. The gambolan re* 
fcmbles a damafeen both in colour and fize, and is of a. 
ver)' affringent nature. The boa bidarra taffes like an 
apple, and is likewife extremely affringent: its fize is 
that of a goofeberry, its form round, and its colour 
yellow. The nam nam makes an excellent fritter, if 
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fried in batter, but is not eftcemed when raw: the rind 
of it is rough, its length is about three inches, and its 
{hape not unlike that of a kidney. I'he catappa and 
thecanare arc two fpecies of nuts, the kernels of which 
arc like thofe of an almond, but fo hard, that.it is al- 
moft impoflible to break them. The niadja contains a 
pulpofafharp tade, w'hich is eaten withfiigar: this 
fruit is covered with a hard Ihell. Thefuntal is a fruit 
fcarccly lit to be eaten, being at once aliringcnt, acid, 
and of a moft unplcafant talie, yet it is publicly fold in 
the ftreets of Batavia: it contains a number of kernels, 
which arc inclofed in a thick Ikin. The falack is nearly 
of the fizc of a fmall golden pippin, and contains a 
few kernels of a yellow colour, the talfe of which is 
notunlike that of a Brawberry; but the covering of 
this fruit is very remarkable, as it conlifts of a number 
of fcales, refembling thofe of a filh. Thc chcfrcma 
and the blimbing, arc two four fruits, exceedingly well 
adapted to make four faucc, and pickles. The blimb- 
ing belTe is another fruit of the fame kind, but con- 
fiderably fwcetcr. 

Of the fruits not in feafon when Captain Gook was 
at Batavia, are the boaatap, and the kinfliip, which he 
law preferved in fugar: and there are fcveral other 
forts which the Batavians are fond of, but they arc ne¬ 
ver eaten by llrangers: among thofe are the moringa, 
the guilindina, the killer, and the fpccuin; this laB 
has the appcai'aiicc of the bread-fiiiit w hich is produced 
in the idands of the South Seas, but it is not near fo 
good, though the tree on which it grows is alimoB cx^’ 
aftly hk(^ the bread-fruit tree. At Batavia vaB quan¬ 
tities of fruit arc eaten. I’here are two markets held 
weekly, at diBant places for the better accommodation 
of thofe who rclide in diBcrcnr parts of the country. 
Here the fruit-fcllcrs meet the gardeners, and purchafe 
the goods at low rates. We are told it is nor uncom-i- 
mon to fee fifty or lixty loads of pine-apples carclcfly 
thrown together at thofe markets. Flowers arc Brewm 
by the inhabitants of Batavia and Java, about their 
houfes, and they are conBanrly burning aromatic woods 
and gums, which is fuppofed to be done by w'ay of pu¬ 
rifying the air from the Bench that arifes from the ca¬ 
nals and ditches about the town. 

In this country fwcet-feented flowers are plentiful, 
many fpecies of which being entirely unknown, are 
worth remarking. The combang tonquin, and corn- 
bang carenaBi, arc particularly fragrant flowxrs, which 
bcvar fcarccly any rcfcmblance to any of thofe flowers 
with which we arc actiuaintcd. They are very fmall, 
and feem to be of the dog’s-banc fpecies. The ca- 
munga which is more like a bunch of leaves than a 
flower, is of a lingular fmcll, but very grateful. I’he 
bon tanjong is of a pale, yellow cafl:, and has a very 
Agreeable fmcll; it is about an inch and a half in cir- 
cumfcrcncc, and confiBs of pointed Icaves,w hich give 
it the appearance of a Bar. The champacka fmclls 
fomewhat like a jonquil, but 'is rather of a deeper yel¬ 
low. A large tree upon the ifland produces this flower, 
llicre is alfo an extraordinary kind of flowxr called 
fundal malam, which lignifies the intriguer of the 
night. This flower has no fmcll in the day-time, but 
as night comes on, ir has a very fragrant feent, and is 
very much like the EilgliBi tubcrolc. Thcfc flowers 
being made into nofegays of diB'crent fhapes, or Brung 
upon thread, arc carried through the Breet for falc oti 
an everting. I’hc gardens of the gentlemen produce 
levcral other forts of Bowers bcBdcwS thcfc which we 
have mentioned, but tlicy^ arc not oBcfed to falc, bc- 
caufc there is not a fufficicnt plenty of them. A plant, 
called the paiidang, is- produced here, the leaves of 
'^hich being Bircd Imall, and mixed with other flower *, 
the natives of both fexc.s fill their deaths and hair with 
this mixture, which they likcwife fprinkleon their beds, 
and flecp under this heap of fwcets, a thin piece ef 
chintz being their only covorihg. — 

Formerly the only fpiCe that gfew on the IBand of 
Java was pepper. A cbnlidcrablG qnarltity'is bfoi/ght 
by the Dutch, but very little of it is made 

c of in the country. T'hc inhabitants prefer cayan 
f epper, and are fond of cloves and nutmeg, but thefe 
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firfl- arc too dear to be commonly 'ufed. Near the ifland 
of Amboyna arc fome little ifles, bn which the cloves 
grow, and the Dutch were notcaly till they all became 
their property. Scarcely any other nutmegs are found 
but on the ifland of Banda, which however furriiflics 
enough for all the nations that have a dciriand for that 
comifiodity. There are but few ntitincg-trees oh the 
coaB of New Guinea. The ifland of Java, of which 
wc have already fpoken, produces hoiTcs, buffaloes, 
Ihccp, goats, and hogs. The fort of horfes fiiid to 
have been met with here when the country Avas BrB 
difqDvered, appeared ‘to be nimble animals though 
Ihiall, being generally feldom above thirteen hands 
high. The horned cattle of this country aredifierent 
from thofe of Eur^c. They ^ire quite lean, but of' a 
very fine grain. 'rlieGhincfe and the natives of Java 
eat the bufl'aloes fldli, which the' Dutch conBantly re- 
fufe, being imprcBcd with a Brange idea that it is fever- 
iBi. TheBieej> are hairy like goafs, and have long ears: 
they are moBly found to be tough and iil-taBcd. There 
happening to be a few from the Cape of Good Hope 
at Batavia, fome of them were purchafed at the rate of 
one Biilling a pound. The hogs, cfpecially thbfe of 
the Chihefe Bock, are very fine food, but fo fat as that 
the lean is feparatcly fold the butoTlers, who arc Chi- 
ilefe; the far, they melt and fell to their countrymen to 
be eaten with their rice'.' Yet though thefe hogs arc fo 
fine, the Dutch prefer their own breed, and the confe- 
qucnce is that thefe latter arc fold at extravagant rates. 

As the Poniigbiefc flibot the w ild hog^ and deer, they 
arc fold at a moderate price, and afe good eating. As 
to the goats of this'ebuntry rhdy are as indiBcrent as the 
Bleep. Dogs and cats arc found here in abundance, 
and there are numbers of wild hoifes at a confidcrablc 
diBance from Batavia, on the mountains. There arc 
a few monkeys Teen n^-a.rthfe town ; bht thdre are many 
on the mountains and‘defiifE-placcs, v here there are alfo 
tygers, and afew rhihoccroBS; ’ 

Of fifli an aBoniBiing (iviantitv is taken here, and all 
arc fine food, except a few that arc (carcc; yet the in¬ 
habitants will hot cut thofe thaf arc found in abundance, 
but purchafe thofe Avhich arc worfe and fcarccr, a cir- 
cumBance that contribirfes to keep up the price of the 
latter. A prejudice likewife prevails among the Dutch 
whibh prevents them from eating any of the turtle 
caught in thefe parts, which are veiy'good food, though 
not equal to thofe that are found' in the WcB-Indics, 
Very large lizards^ are common at Batavia; fome of 
them arc faid to be as thick as a mans thigh; and Mr, 
Banks Biot one five feet long, which.being dreB, proved 
very agreeable to the ta'Be. • We* found fnipcs. of two 
diflerentfotts; and thnilhcsmi^ht have been purchafed 
of the Portuguefe, who were the only dealers in this 
fort of birds, and venders of wild fowl in the country. 
In the iBand are palm-wihc, and arrack. Of the former 
are three forts, the firB of which is drank in a few 
hours after- it is draw'rt from the tree, and is moderately 
fvvect; the fecond and third forts are made by fermen¬ 
tation, and by putting fcveral forts of herbs and roots 
into the liquor. 

In Java, the religion of Mahomet is profeBcd, for 
which reafon the natives do iiot make ufe of wine pub¬ 
licly ,* but in private few of them will refufe it. They 
alfo chew’opium, whofe intoj^icating qualities prove its 
recommendation to the natives of India. 

If we exclude the Chinefe, and the Indians of dif¬ 
ferent nations, who inhabit Batavia and its environs, 
the inhabitants only amount to a fmall number, not a 
filth part of whom arc faid to be Dutchmen, csxn by 
defeent. The Portuguefe out-number all the European 
fctclers on the ifland. The troops in the ferviceof the 
Bates of Holland, arc compofed of the natives of al- 
moB all the nations of Europe; but the greater part 
of them are Gennans. When any perfon g(5cs to re- 
lide at Batavia, he is obliged to enter fird asa foldicr, 
to ferve their company for five years. Afterwards he 
applies for a leave of abfence to the council, which be- 
ing granted as a thing of courfe, he engages in any bu- 
Bnels that he thinks proper to chiifc. There is howxvcr 
a fort of policy in this matter, fmec the Dutch have thus 
Y alw^ays 
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always a force ready to arm and join their troops in 
this country upon any emergency; all places of power 
and profit arc held by the Dutch, and no foreigner has 
any lhare in the management of public affairs. 

Notwithfianding all the men of other countries are 
bound to obferve the rules above-mentioned, yet wo¬ 
men from all parts may remain here unmolefted. It ap¬ 
peared that the whole place could not furnifli fifty fe¬ 
males who were natives of Europe; yet the town 
abounded w'ith white women, who were defeended from 
Europeans, that had fettled there at dilferent times, all 
the men having paid the debt of nature; for fo it is, 
that the climate of Batavia defiroys the men much 
fafter than the women. Thefe women follow the deli¬ 
cate cuftom of chewing betle, after the example of the 
native Javanefe, whofe drefs they imitate, and whofc 
manners they copy, in all refpcdls. Mercantile buli- 
nefs is conduvficd at Batavia with the llightcll trouble 
imaginable. When a merchant receives an order for 
goods of any kind, he communicates the contents of it 
to the Chinefe, wEo are the univerfal manufadurers. 
The Chinefe agent delivers the e(feds on board the lliip 
for which they arc befpoke, and taking a receipt for 
them from the inafter of the vcfiel, he delivers it to 
the merchant, who pays the Chinefe for the goods, and 
referves a confidcrable profit, without the leafi trouble, 
rifquc, or anxiety. But when a merchant imports goods 
of any kind, he receives them himfelf, and lodges 
them in his owm warehoufes. It may be wondered 
that the Chinefe do not (hip the goods oji their account, 
but from this they arc reftrided, and compelled to fell 
them to the merchants only. The inhabitants of Java 
diftinguiflithe Portuguefe by the name of Oranfcranc, 
that is, Nazarene-men; but thefe ufe the general term 
of Caper, or Cafir, refpeding all who do not profefs 
the religion of Mahomet, and in this they include the 
Portuguefe. But the Portu^efe of Batavia are fo only 
in name ; for they have ndtn&r any connedion with, or 
knowledge of the kingdom of Portugal, and they have 
changed the religion of the church of Rome, for that 
of Luther; w ith the manners of the natives, they are 
wholly familiarifcd, and they commonly fpcak their 
language, though they are able to converfe in a cor¬ 
rupt kind of Portuguefe. They drefs in the habit of 
the country, with a difference only in the manner of 
wearing their hair; their nofes are more peaked and 
their fkin of a deeper call than that of the natives. 
Some of them are mechanics and artificers, others fub- 
fift by w afhing of linen, and the reft procure a mainte¬ 
nance by hunting. 

The liodians of Batavia, and the country in its iicigh- 
bourhood, are not native Javanefe, but are either born 
on the feveral iflands from w'hcnce the Dutch bring 
their flavcs, or the offspring of fuch as have been born 
on thofe iflands; and thefe having been n’lade free either 
in their own perfons or in the perfons of their anceftors, 
enjoy all the privileges of freemen. They receive the 
general appellation of believers of the true faith. The 
various other Indian inhabitants of this country attach 
themfclves each to theoriginal cuftomsofthat in which 
themfclves or their anceftors were born; keeping them- 
fclves apart from thofe of other nations, and pradiling 
both the virtues and vices peculiar to their own coun¬ 
tries. The cultivation of gardens, and the confe- 
quent fide of flowers and fruit afford fubfiftcncc to great 
numbers of them: thefe are the people who raife the be- 
tlc and arcca, which being mixed with lime, and a 
fubftance that is called Gambir, the produce of the 
Indian continent, is chewed by perfons of all ranks, 
women as well as men: indeed fome of the politer la¬ 
dies make an addition of cardamom, and other aroma¬ 
tics, to take off the difagrecable fmell with which the 
breath w'ould be otherwife tainted. Some of the Indi¬ 
ans are very rich, keep a great number of Haves, and 
live, in all refpeefs, according to the cuftom of their 
refpeclive countries, while others arc employed to carry 
goods by water; and others again fubfift by fiftiing. 
The OranHams, or believers of die faith, feed principally 
cn boiled ric,c, mixed with a finall quantity of dried 
fiirini])s and other fiHi, which arc imported from China, 
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and a little of the flcfli of buffaloes and chickens ; they 
arc fond of fruit, of which they eat large quantities, 
and with the flour of the rice they make feveral forts of 
paftry. They fometimes make very fuperb entertain¬ 
ments, after the fafliion of their refpedtive countries; 
but, in general, they are a very temperate people; of 
wine they drink very little, if any, as the religion of 
Mahomet, which they profefs, forbids the ufe of it. 
When a marriage is to be folemnizcd among them, all 
the gold and filver ornaments that can be procured, arc 
borrowed to deck out the young couple, who* on thefe 
occafions, never fail to make the moft fplendid appear¬ 
ance ; fumptuous entertainments are given by thofe 
w'ho can afford them, which continue twelve or fourteen 
days, and frequently more, during all which time the 
women take care that the bridegroom fliall not vilit his 
wife privately, though the wedding takes place previ¬ 
ous to the feftival. All thefe Indians, though diey come 
from different countries, fpeak the Malay language if 
it deferves that name. On the iHand of Java there 
arc two or three different dialccffs, and there is a lan¬ 
guage peculiar to every fmall iHand ; it is conjectured 
that the Malay tongue is a corruption of the language 
of Malacca. The hair of thefe people, which is black 
without a Angle exception, grows in great abundance; 
yet the women make ufe of oils, and other ingredi¬ 
ents, to incrcafe the quantity of it: they faften it to 
the crown of the head with a bodkin, having firH twift- 
ed it into a circle, round which they place an elegant 
wreath of flowers, fo that the w'hole head-drefs has a 
moft beautiful appearance. It is the univerfal cuffoni 
both with the men and w^omen, to bathe in a river once 
every day, and fometimes oftener, w'hich not only pro¬ 
motes health, but prevents that contrad’don of filth, 
that would be otherwfife unavoidable in fo hot a climate. 
The tecih of the OranHams have fome particulars in 
them well worthy of notice. With a kind of whetffonc 
they rub the ends of them till they are quite flat and- 
even; they then make a deep groove in the teeth of the 
upper jaw, in the centre between the bottom of each 
tooth and the gum, and horizontally with the latter; 
this groove is equal in depth to a quarter of the thick- 
nefs of the teeth ; yet none of thefe people have a rot¬ 
ten tooth, though according to the dentifts of England 
and France, fuch a thing muff be unavoidable, as the 
tooth is placed much deeper than w'hat ive call die 
enamel. I'he teeth of thefe people bccarhe very black 
by the chewing of bede, yet a flight w alhing will take 
off this blacknefs, and they will then become perfcdly 
white; but they are very feldom waHicd as the depth, 
of the colour is very far from being thought difagree- 
able. Moft of our readers muff have heard of the Mo¬ 
hawks ; and thefe are the people who are fi> denominated, 
from a corruption of the word amock, which will be 
explained by the following flory and obfervadons. To 
run amock is toget drunk w'ith opium, and then feizing 
fome oftenfivc w eapon, tofally forth from the houfc, 

• kill the pcrlbn or perfons fuppofed to have injured the 
Amock, and any other perlon that attempts to impede 
hispaffage, till he himfelf is taken prifoner or killed 
on the fpGt. While Captain Cook was at Batavia, a 
pcrfbii, whofecircurafiances in life were independent, 
being jealous of his brother, intoxicated himfelf with 
opium, and then murdered his brother, and two other 
men who endeavoured to feizc him. This man, con¬ 
trary to the ufual cuftom, did not leave his owm houfe> 
but made his refiffance from within it ; yet he had ta¬ 
ken fuch a quantity of the opium, that he w^as dcliriouSj^ 
which appeared from his attemptmg to fire three muf-, 
quets, neither of which had been loaded, nor even, 
primed. Jealoufy of the women is the ufual rcafon of 
thefe poor creatures running amock [or a-tuuck] and 
the firft objed of their vengeance is the perfons whom 
they fuppoie to have injured them. The officer, whofi^ 
bufmefs it is to apprehend thefe unhappy wretches, i^ 
furnifhed with a long pair of tongs, in order to take 
hold of them without coming within the reach of the 
point of their weapon. Thofe who may be taken alive, 
which is not often the cafe, are generally wounded; 
but they are alw'ays broken upon the wheel; and if the 
^ phy*^ 
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phyfician, who is appointed to examine their wounds, 
thinks them likely to be mortal, the puniflinient is in- 
flided immediately, and the place of execution is gene¬ 
rally the fpot M here the firft murder was committed. 
\ number of abfurd cuftoms prevailed among thefe 
ncoplc, and opinions no lefs ridiculous. They believe 
that the devil, whom they call Satan, is the author of 
ficknefsand advcrfity, therefore, whenfick, or in diftrefsi 
they oiler meat, money, and other things, as propitia¬ 
tory facrilices. Should one among them be reftlefs, or 
{hould he dream for two or three nights fuccelfivcly, he 
imagines the Devil has laid his commands upon him, 
when, upon ncglcd to fulfil, he concludes his punilh- 
ment will certainly be ficknefs or death, though fuch 
commands may not be revealed with fufficient per- 
fpicuity. d o interpret his dream therefore, he drains 
his wits to the uttermod, and if, by taking it literally, 
or figuratively directly, or by contraries, he can put no 
explanation that fatisfies him, he applies to the Cawin 
or pried, who unravels the myderiousfuggedions of the 
night, by a comment, in which it generally appears, 
that Satan wants vichials or money. Thefe are placed 
on a little plate ofcocoa-nut leaves, and hung upon the 
branch of a tree near the river, fo that it feems not to 
be the opinion of thefe people, that in prowling the 
earth the devil walkcth through dry places.” Mr. 
Banks once Alkedi whether they thought Satan fpent 
the money, or cat the vidualsi they faid, that as to the 
money it was confidcrcd rather as a mulct upon an of¬ 
fender, than a gift to him who had enjoined it; and that 
therefore if it was devoted by the dreamer, it did not 
lignify into whole hands it came, and they fupp )rcd 
was generally the prize of fomc dranger who wandered 
that way ; but refpeding the meat, they were clearly of 
Opinion, that, although the -Devil did not cat the grofs 
parts, yet by bringing his mouth near it, he fucked out 
all its favour without changing its pofition, fo that 
afterwards it was as infipid as water. 

Another fuperditious notion of this people is dill 
more unaccountable. They imagine that women, 
when delivered of children, are at the fame time de¬ 
livered of a young crocodile; and that thofc animals 
being received carefully by the midwfifes, are immedi¬ 
ately carried down to the river, dnd put into the water. 
The family in which fuch a birth is fuppofed to have 
happened, condantly puts victuals into the river for 
their amphibious relation, efpecially the twin, who as 
long as he lives, goes down to the river at dated times, 
to fulfil his fraternal duty; for an omifTion of which, 
according to the general opinion, he will be vifited with 
fickncfs or death. We are at a lofs to account for an 
opinion fo extravagant and abfurd, efpecially as it feems 
to be unconnected with any religious mydery, and how 
it ihould be pretended to happen by thofc who cannot 
be deceived into a belief of it by appearances, nor have 
any apparent intered in the fraud, is a problem dill 
more dilHcult to folve. The drange belief of this ab- 
fiirdity, however, is certain, for w^hich we had the con¬ 
current tedimony of every Indian who was quedioned 
about it; and as to its origin, it feems to have taken its 
riff in the iflands of Celebes and Boutou, at which 
places, many of the inhabitants keep crocodiles in their 
families; but how ever that be, this opinion has fpread 
over all the cadern idands, even to Timor and Cream, 
and wedward as far as Java and Sumatra. The cro¬ 
codile tw'ins arc called Sudaras, and we diall here re¬ 
late one of the innumerable and incredible dories, in 
proof of their cxidcnce, as was confidently affirmed, 
from ocular demondrations; yet for the credibility of 
this relation we will not vouch. 

At Bcncoolcn was born and bred among the Englifli 
a young female Have, w ho had learnt a little of the laii- 
Banks that her father, when 
on his death bed, infiurmed her that he had a crocodile 
191* his Sudara, and in a folcmn manner charged her to 
give him meat when he diould be dead, telling her 
in vvhat part of the river he was to be found, and by 
'^nat name he w'as to be called up. That in confe- 
CfUetKe of her father’s injundions, die repaired to that 
p 2 U’.Vorthc river he had deferibed, and ftanding upon 


the bank, called out Radja Poiiti; ** white kiirg;” where-' 
upon the crocodile came to her out of the water; and 
cat from her hand the provifions die had brought him. 
Being dedred to deferibe this paternal uncle, die faid, 
that he was not like other crocodiles, but much, hand- 
fomer,- that his body was fpotted and his nofe red ; 
that he had bracelets of, gold upon his fetr, anti car- 
rings of the fame metal in his cars. Thi.s ridiculoirs 
talc was hcafd'by Mr. Ikmks patiently to the end, and 
he then difmifTed the girl, without reminding her, that 
a crocodile with cars was as drange a monflcras a dog 
w ith a cloven foot. Not long after this a fbrvaiit whom 
Mr. Banks had hired at Batavia, a fon of a Dutchman 
by a javanefe women, told his rnaflcf, that he had 
feen a crocodile of the fame kind, and it had been feerf 
by fcveral others both Dutchmen and Malays. This 
crocodile the fervant faid was vefy young, two feet 
long, and Ils feet were ornamented w ith bracelets of 
gold. I cannot credit thefe idle dories, faid Mr. Banks. 
The other day a perfon aderted that crocodiles liad ear¬ 
rings, and you know that cannot be true, becaufe cro- 
coililcs have not cars. Ah, Sir, replied the man, thefe 
Sudara Oran are unlike other crociodiles; for they have 
five toes upon each foot, a large tongue that fills their 
mouth, and ears likewife, though indeed they are very 
fmall. Who can fet bounds to the ignorance of cre¬ 
dulity and folly! However, in the girls relation were 
fomc things in w'hich die could not be deceived; atid 
therefore mud be guilty of wilful falfchood. Her fa¬ 
ther might command her to feed a crocodile, in con- 
feqiience of his believing it to be his Sudara ; but its 
coming out of the river at her call, and eating the food 
from her liand, mud have been a fable of her own in¬ 
vention, and being fuch, it was impolliblc that ihe could 
believe it to be true. However, the girl’s dory, and 
that of the man's, evinces, that they both believed the 
exidcncc of crocodiles that were Sundaras to men ; and 
the ficVion invented by the girl may be cafily accounted 
for, if we do but confidcr, how earnedly every one de¬ 
fires to make others believe w^hat he believes himfclfi 
The Bougis, Macadars, and Boetons, are fo firmly per- 
fuaded that they have relations of the crocodile fpecicSj 
that they perform a periodical ceremony in remem¬ 
brance of them. Large parties go out in a boat, fur- 
nidicd w'ith great plenty of provilions, and all kinds of 
mufic. They then row' backwards and forwards, in 
places of the river where crocodiles and allegators arc 
mod common. Tinging and weeping by turns, each in¬ 
voking his kindred, till a crocodile appears, when the 
mulicindantly dops, and provifions, bctlc, and tobacco, 
arc thrown into the water. This civility is intended 
to recommend thcmfelvcs to their relations at hoinc; 
not without hopes. perhap.s, chat it will be accepted 
indcad of more cxpenfivc odcrings which may not be 
in their power to pay. 

'The Chinefe dand in the next rank to the Indians* 
and arc very numerous, but polTcfs very little property 
Many of them live within the w'alls, and arc diop- 
keepers. We have already mentioned the fruit-fellers 
of Pafiar Piflang; but others have a rich dock of Eu¬ 
ropean and Chinefe goods. However, the far greater 
part of thefe people live wfitliout the walls, in a quarter 
by thcmfelvcs, which is called Campang China. Mod 
part of them are carpenters, joiners, fmiths, taylors, 
fi ipper-makers, dyers of cotton, and embroiderers. They 
maintain the charavder of indudry, univcrfally bedowed 
upon them ; and many arc feattered about the country, 
w here they cultivate gardens. Tow rice and fugar, or keep 
cattle and bujfaloe.s, w hofc milk they bring every day 
to town. Yet notwithdanding their commendable 
fpirit of indudry, we mud obferve, there is nothing 
honed or didioned, provided there is no danger of a 
halter, that the Chinefe will not readily do ibr money; 
and though they w'ork with much diligence, nor 
are fparing of their labour, yei; no fooner have they 
laid down their tools, than they begin to gajnc cither at 
cards or dice, or at other diveriions altogether unknown 
among Europeans. To thefe they apply with fuch 
eagernefs, as fcarcely to allow time for ncccdary rc- 
frelhmcnts of food and deep. In nunjicrs thev arc al- 
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ways rather bbfequious ; and in drefs they are remark¬ 
ably neat and clean, in whatever rank of life they arc 
placed. A defeription of their perfons or drefs is un- 
neceflary, feeing the better kind of China paper com¬ 
mon in England, exhibits an exadl reprefentation of 
both, though perhaps with fome Ihght exaggerations. 
With refpect to their eating, they are eafily fatisfied; 
but the few that arc rich have many favory dilhes. 
The food of the poor is rice, with a fmall proportion 
of flelh or filh ; and they have the advantage of the 
Mahomedan Indians, on account of their religion; for 
the Chinefe, being under no reftraint, eat, befidcs pork, 
dogs, cats, frogs, lizards, ferpents, and a great variety 
of (ea animals, which the other inhabitants do not con- 
Iider as food. They alfo cat many vegetables, which 
an Eu]-opean, except he was perilhing with hunger, 
would not talle. I’hey have a lingular cuftom refpccl- 
ing the burying their dead ; for they cannot be prevailed 
upon to open the ground a fccond time, w here the body 
has been dcpofited. On this account, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Batavia, their burying-grounds contain many 
hundred acres; and the Dutch, pretending this to be 
a walle of land, will not fell any for this purpofe, un- 
Icfs at an exorbitant price. The Chinefe, however, 
contrive to mife thepurchafe money, and afford another 
inffance of the folly and wcaknefs of human nature, in 
transferring a regard for the living to the dead, and 
making that an objedl of folicitude and expence, w hich 
cannot receive the leaff benefit from cither. Under 
the influence of this univerfal prejudice, they take an 
uncommon method to preferve the body entire, and to 
prevent the remains of it from rnixing with the earth 
that furrounds it. To this end they cnclofe it in a large 
thick wooden coffin, hollowed out of folid timber like 
a canoe. This when covered and let down into the 
grave, is furrounded with a coat of mortar, called 
Chinam, about eight or ten inches thick, which in a 
lliort time cements, and becomes as hard as (tone. I'he 
relatives of the deceafed attend the funeral ceremony, 
with a confiderable number of female mourners, hired 
to weep. In Batavia, the law requires, that every man 
lliould be interred according to his rank, wiiich is in 
no cafe to be difpenfed with; fo that if the deceafed 
has not left fufficient to pay his debts, an officer takes 
an inventory of what was in his polTeffion when he 
died, and out of the produce buries him in the man¬ 
ner preferibed, leaving only the overplus to his creditors. 

The loweff: clafs of people in this country are the 
flaves, by whom the Dutch, Portuguefe, and Indians, 
whatever their rank or fftuation, are conffantly attended. 
They are bought in Sumatra, Malacca, and almoff: all 
the E'aftern Iflands: but the natives of Java, very few 
of whom live in Batavia, are exempted from flavery, 
under the fanclion of very fevere penal law's, feldom we 
believe violated. Thcfe flaves arc fold from ten to 
twenty [X>unds fferling each; but girls, if handfome, 
will fetch fometimes a hundred. Being ofan indolent 
difpolition, they will not do much work, and arc there¬ 
fore content w'ith a little victuals, fubfifting altogether 
upon boiled rice, and a fmall quantity of the cheapell: 
flfh. They are natives of different countries, on which 
account they differ from each other extremely both in 
perfon and temper. The Papua, as they are here called, 
or the African negroes arc the worff, moll of them 
thieves and all incorrigible; confequently they may be 
purchafed for the leaf! money. The next clafs to thefe 
are the Bougis and Macalfars, both from the ifland of 
Celebes; who, in the highefl: degree are lazy, though 
not fo much addicted to theft as the negroes; yet they 
are of a cruel and vindictive fpirit, whereby they are 
rendered exceeding dangerous, efpccially as to gratify 
their refentment, they make no fcruple of any means, 
nor of facriffeing life itfelf. Befidcs thefe there are 
Malays and flaves of other denominations: but the belt, 
and of courfe the dcareff, are thofe brought from the 
ifland of Bali; and the moft beautiful w'omen from Nias, 
a fmall ifland on the coafl: of Sumatra ,* but being of 
a tender and delicate conflitution, they quickly fall a 
facrifice to the unw holcfomc air of Batavia. All thefe 
(laves arc wholly in ttie power of their malters, w’ho may 
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inflicl upon them any punifliment that does not take 
away life; and Ihould one die in cbnfcqucnce of puniffi- 
ment, though his death may be. proved not to have 
been intended, yet the maffer is called to a fevere ac¬ 
count, and generally fcntenced to fuffer capitally. For 
this rcafon a maffer feldom corrects a flave with his own 
hands, but by an officer called a Marineu, one of whom 
is ffationed in every diftricl. The duty ot this officer 
is to quell riots, and take offenders into cuflody; but 
more particularly to apprehend runaway flaves, and 
punilh them forfuch crimes as the maffer has fupport- 
ed by proper evidence; the punifliment, however, is not 
inflicted by the Marineu in perfon, but by flaves w ho are 
appointed to the bufinefs- The punifliment is flripes, 
the number being proportioned to the nature of the of-, 
fence; and the inftruments are rods made of rattans, 
which are fplit into tender tw'igs for the purpofe, and 
everv' ffroke draws blood. A common punilhment colls 
the maffer a rixdollar, and a fevere one a ducatoon, 
about fix Ihillings and eight-pence. The maffer is alfo 
obliged to allow a flave, as an encouragement, three 
dubbelcheys, equal to about feven-[>encc half-penny a 
week; this is alfo done to prevent his indulging his 
ffrong temptations to fleal. 

Rejpeefing the government of this place wc can fay 
but little. We obferved a remarkable fubordination 
among the people. ILvery houfe-keeper has a certain 
fpecilic rank, according to the length of time he has 
ferved the company, 'fhe different ranks thus acquired 
’^re diffinguilhed by the ornaments of the coaches, and 
the dreffc.sof the coachmen : fome ride in plain coaches, 
fome are allowed to paint them w’ith different devices, 
and fome to gild them. The coachmen alfo are obliged 
to appear in clothes quite plain,_xy::-ornamcnted in va¬ 
rious manners and degrees. 

The chief officer in this place has the title of go¬ 
vernor-general of the Indies, to whom the Dutch go¬ 
vernors of all other fettlements are fubordinate ; and 
they are obliged to repair to Batavia in order to have 
their accounts paffed by him. Should they appear to 
have been criminal, or even negligent, he detains them 
during pleafure; fometimes three years; for the;^can¬ 
not without his permiffion quit the place. The mem¬ 
bers of the council, called by the natives Edele Hcercn, 
and by the Englifli, Idoleers, are next in rank to the 
governor-general. Thefe aflume fo much ftate, that 
whoever meets them in a carriage, are expeded to rife 
up and bow’, and after this compliment, they drive to 
one fide of the road and flop, till the members of the 
council are pafl: their w ives and children expe<ff alfo 
the fame homage, and it is commonly paid them by the 
inhabitants. Some Englifli‘Captains ' have thought 
this a (lavilb mark of rcfpebl, derogatory to their dig¬ 
nity as fervants of his Britannic majefty, and for this 
reafon have refufed to pay it; neverthelefs, when in a 
hired coach, nothing but a menace of immediate death 
could prevent the coachman from honouring tlie Dutch 
grandee, at the expcncc of their mortification. 

With rcfpetff to the diffribiition of juffice, it is ad- 
miniffered in Batavia by the lawyers, w ho have peculiar 
ranks of diffindion among themfelvcs. Their deci-'^ 
flons in criminal cafes feem to be fev^ere w ith rcfpecl: to 
the natives, but lenient in a partial degree to their own 
people. A chriffian is always indulged with an op¬ 
portunity of cfcaping before he is brought to trial, 
whatever may be his offence, and when convibled, he 
is feldom puniflicd with death. On the contrary, the 
poor Indians are hanged, broken upon the wheel, and 
even impaled alivc^ As to the Malays and Chinefe 
they have judicial officers of their own, named captains 
and lieutenants, who determine in civil cafes, fubjett 
to an appeal to the Dutch tribunal. The taxes laid 
upon thefe people by the company are vci*y confiderable, 
among which, that exacted for liberty to wear tffbii* 
hair is not the leaff. The time of payment is monthly, 
and to fave the charge and trouble of colledting them, 
notice is given of this by hoifting a flag upon the top 
of a houfe in the middle of- the town, and the Chlnelc 
find that it is their intercll to repair t'hithcr when repay¬ 
ment is due without delay. ^ . 
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At Batavia the current money confifts of ducats, va¬ 
lued at one hundred and thirty-two (livers; ducatoons 
eighty (livers; imperial rix-doilars, fixty; rupees, thirty; 
fchelhno-s, fix; double cheys, two (livers and a half; 
and doits one fourth of a (liver. During our (lay here 
Soanilh dollars were at five and live-pence; and we were 
told they were never lower than five (hillings and four- 
pence, even at the Company’s warchoufe. For Englifh 
guineas the exchange upon an average was nineteen 
liiUings; for though the Chinefe would give twenty 
(liillings for fomc of the brighted, thofe that were 
jnuch worn were valued at only feventcen (hillings. 
There are two forts of coin current here of the fame 
denomination; thefe arc milled and unmilled; the 
former ofwhich is of mod value. A milled ducatoon is 
valued at eighty divers ; and an unmilled one at no more 
than feventy-two. A rix-dol lar is equal to forty-eight 
(livers, about four fhillingsand fix-pence Englilh cur- 
renev. All accounts are kept in rix dollars and (livers, 
which here, at lead, arc nominal, like our pound llcr- 
ling. 

bn Thurfday, the 27th of December, early in the 
morning, we weighed, left the harbour of Batavia, and 
Hood out to fea. On the 29th, after much delay by 
contrary winds, wc weathered Pulo Pare, and flood 
for the main. On the fame day paflTed a final 1 illand 
between Batavia and Bantam, called Maneater’s idand. 
On Sunday the 30th, wc weathered Wapping and Pulo 
Babi ifiands, and the next day, being the 31(1, we dood 
over to the Sumatra fhore. 

On the morning of this new year’s day, being Tuef- 
. day, January the id, we dec red for the 

• • ^ 77 ^* j;iva ihorc, and continued our courfc, as 
the wind permitted us, till three o’clock in the after¬ 
noon of the 5 th, w hen wc cad anchor on the fouth- 
caft fide of Prince’s I (land, in eighteen fathom wa¬ 
ter, in order to recruit our dores, and procure refrefh- 
ments for the (ick, many of whom were much worfe 
than they were at our departure from Batavia. Mr. 
Banks and Dr. Solandcr, accompanied by the Captain 
and other gentlemen, w ent alhore. We met upon the 
beach Ibme Indians, by whom we were conducted to 
one, who, they (aid, was their king. Having ex¬ 
changed a few compliments with this perfon, wc entered 
upon bufinefs; but in fettling the price of turtle could 
not agree. Upon this wc took leave, the Indians dif- 
perfed; and wc proceeded along diore in fearch of a 
watering-place. We happily fucceeded in finding a 
very convenient one, and had reafon to believe, with 
care in filling, it would prove agreeable to our widics. 
On our return, fome Indians, who remained with a 
canoe upon the beach, fold us three turtle, but we were 
obliged to promife, that w'c w'ould not tell the king. 
On Sunday the 6th, w'e renewed with better fuccefsour 
traffic for turtle. About noon the Indians lowered 
their demands (lowly, infomuch, that before the even¬ 
ing they accepted ourfiipulatcd price, and we had tur¬ 
tle in plenty. In the mean time, the three we had pur- 
chafed were ferved to the (hip’s company, who, till 
yederday, had not fed on fait provifions from the time 
of our arrival at Savu, which was now near three 
n^onths. Mr. Banks, in the evening, paid a vifit to the 
king, by whom he was received very gracioufiy at his 
palace, in the middle of a rice ficli notwithllandmg 
ms niajellv was bufily employed in drefiTing his own 
Upper. The day following; Monday the 7th, the In¬ 
dians referred to the trading place with fowls, fi(h, 
monkeys, (mail deer, and Ibme vegetables ; but no tur- 
t e appeared till next day, Tuefday the8th, after which 
ome were brouglu to market every day, while wc (laid, 
^ut the whole quantity together was not equal to that 
VC bought the day after our arrival. 

riiday the i rth, Mr. Banks having received intelli- 
pnee from a C^ant he had hired at Batavia, that the 
n lans of this '(land had a town fituated near the (hore, 
fam ^ "^■^ftvard, he determined to go in (earch of the 
j views he fet out in the morning, ac- 
fccond lieutenant; and apprehend- 
y^fit might not be agreeable to the natives, he 

u luch of fearch of 

^^o. 10. 


plants, which was indeed alfo true. Having come to 
a place where there were three or four houfes, they met 
with an old man, of whom they ventured to make a 
few enquiries concerning the town. He would have 
perfuaded them, that it was at a great di(lance ; but 
perceiving they proceeded forward, he joined company, 
and went on with them. The old man attempted fc- 
veral times tb lead them out of the way, though with¬ 
out fuccefs; but when at length they came within fight 
of the houfes, he entered cordially into their party, and 
condiufled them into the town, the name of which is 
Samadang. It confifts of about four hundred houfes, 
and is divided by a brackifii river into two parts, one 
called the old, and the other the new town. When 
they had entered the former, they were accoded by fe- 
verai Indians whom they had feen at the trading place, 
and one of them undertook to carry them over to the 
new town, at two-pence per head. The bargain be¬ 
ing made, they embarked in two fmall canoes, placed 
along-fide of each other, and la(hed together, to pre¬ 
vent their over-fetting. They landed fafely, though 
not without fome difficulty; and when they came to 
; the new town, the people (licwed them every mark of 
a cordial fricnd(hip, (licwing them the houfes of their 
king and principal people. Few of the houfes were 
open at this time, the inhabitants having taken up 
their rcfidence in the rice-grounds, to defend their 
crops againff the birds and monkeys, who without this 
necefTary precaution would defiroy them. When their 
curiofity was fatisfied, they hired a large failing boat 
[ for two rupees, value four (liillings, which conveyed 
i them to the bark time enough to dine upon one of the 
j fmall deer, weighing only forty pounds, which proved 
! to be exceeding good and favory food. In the evening 
we again went on (bore, to fee how our people went on, 
who were employed in wooding and watering, when we 
were told, that an axe had been flolen. Application 
was immediately made to the king, who, after fome 
altercation, promi fed, that the axe fliould be refiored 
in the morning; and it was accordingly brought to us 
by a man, who pretended, that the thiefi afraid of a 
difeovery, had left it at his houfc in the night. 

On Sunday, the T3th, having nearly compleated our 
wood and w’atcr, Mr. Banks took leave of his majefiy, 
to whom he had made fevcral trifling prefents, and at 
parting gave him two quires of paper, which he gra- 
cioufly accepted. During their converfation, the king 
enquired, why the Englilh did not touch at the ifland 
as they had uled to do. Mr. Banks replied, that the 
reafon was, he fuppofed, bccaufe they found a deficiency 
of turtle, of which there not being enough to fupply 
one fliip, many could not be expelled; and to fupply 
this defed, Mr. Banks advifed his majefty to breed cat¬ 
tle, buffaloes, and (liecp; but he did not feem difpofed 
to adopt this prudent nieafure. 

On Monday, the 14th, we had got on board a good 
flock of frefli provifions, confiding of turtle, fowl, 
fi(h, two fpecics of deer, one about the (izc of a fliccp, 
the other not bigger than a rabbit; alfo cocoa-nuts, 
plantains, limes, and other vegetables. The deer, 
however, ferved only for prefent ufe, for we could fcl- 
dom keep one of them alive rriorc than twenty-four 
hours. 

The trade on our-parts, was carried on chiefly with 
Spanidi dollars, the natives feeming not to fet value 
upon any thing clfe; fothatouf people who had a ge¬ 
neral pcrimlfion to trade, parted with old (hirts and 
other articles, which they were obliged to fubftitute for 
money to great difad vantage. On Tuefday, the 15 th, 
in the morning, we weighed, with a light breeze at 
N. E. and flood out to (ca. Wc took our departure 
from Java Head, which is in latitude 6 deg. 49 min. 
S. and in longitude 253 deg. 12 min. Well. 

Prince's Ifland, where wc were (lationed about ten 
days, in the Malay language, called Pulo Sclan, and in 
that of the inhabitants, Pulo Paneiran, is a (mall 
ifland, fituated in the wcflcrn mouth of the (Ircight of 
Sunda. It is woody, a very fmall part of it having 
been cleared. We could perceive no remarkable hill 
upon it; but a fmall eminence, juft over the landing 
Z place, 









































































































90 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


place, has been named, by the Englifh, the Pike, 
ronnerly this place was much frequented by India (hips 
belonging to various nations, efpecially from England; 
but ot Lte they have forfaken it, bccaufe the water is 
bad, and touch either at North Ifland, or at New Bay, 
a few leagues diftant from Prince’s Ifland, at neither of 
which places any conliderable quantity of other pro- 
vifions can be procured; and, upon the whole, we 
mull: give it as our opinion, that Prince’s Ifland is 
more eligible than either of them; for though, as we 
have already obferved, the water is brackilh, if filled at 
the low'er part of the brook, yet higher up we found it 
excellent. 

The firfi, fecond, and perhaps the third fhip, that 
arrives here in the fcafon^ may be well fupplied with 
turtle; but fuch as come afterwards muft be content 
with fmall ones. What we purchafed were of the 
green kind, and cofl us, at an average, about three far¬ 
things a pound. They were neither fat nor well fla¬ 
voured, which circumflanre we imputed to their being 
long kept in pens of brackifli w^ater, without food. 
The fowls are large, and we bought a dozen of them 
for a Spanifh dollar, which is about five pence a piece. 
7 Te fmall deer coft us two-pence a piece, and the 
larger, two only of which w'cre brought to market, a 
rupee. The natives fell many kinds of fifli by hand, 
and we found them tolerably cheap. Cocoa-nuts, if 
they were picked, we bought at the rate of a hundred 
fora dollar; and if taken promifeuoufly, one hundred 
and thirty. Plantains we found in abundance ; alfo 
pine apples, water-melons, jaccas, and pompions, be- 
fides rice, yams, and feveral other vegetables, all which 
we purchafed at rcafonable rates. 

In this ifland the inhabitants are Javanefe, and their 
Raja is fubjecl to the Sultan of Bantam. In their man¬ 
ners and cuftoms they refemble the Indians about Bata¬ 
via ; but they are more jealous pf their women, for all 
the time we were there, w'e faw not any of them, except 
o:\2 by chance in the woods, as flie was running away 
to hide herfelf. They pro'efs the Mahomedan religion ; 
but not a mofque did we difeover in the w^hole ifland. 
While we were among them, they kept the fafl: called 
by the Turks Ramadan, with extreme rigour, not one 
of them touching a morfel of viduals, nor would they 
chew their betle till fun-fet. Their food is likewife the 
fame with that of the Batavian Indians, except the ad- 
liition of the nuts of the palm, by eating of which, 
ujxjn the coafl: of New' Holland, fome of our people 
were made fick, and fome of our hogs poifoned. We 
enquired by w^hat means thefe nuts were dreprived of 
their noxious deleterious quality, and were informed, 
that they firfl cut them into thin dices, and dried them 
in the fun, then fteeped them in frefli water for three 
months, and afterwards, prciPing out the water, dried 
them a fecond time in the fun ; but after all, wc found 
they arc eaten only in times of fcarcity, when they'mix 
them with their rice to make it go farther. 

The houfes of thefe people are built upon piles, or 
pillars, and elevated about four or five feet above the 
ground. Upon thefe is laid a floor of bamboo canes, at 

Prince’s Island. 

Jalma, 

Bccang, 

Oroculatacke, 

Holo, 

Erung, 

Mata, 

C hole, 

Cutock, 

Beatung, 

Serit, 

Pimping, 

Hullodoor, 

Metis, 

Cucu, 

Langan 
Ramo Langan, 


fuch a di(lance fmm each other, as to leave a free paf- 
fage for the air from below. The walls alfo are ofbani- 
boo, interwoven hurdlewifc, with fmall flicks, and faf- 
tened perpendicularly to the beams which form the 
frame of the building; it has a doping roof, fo well 
thatched with palm-leaves, that neither the fun, nor 
rain can find entrance. The ground-plot, upon which 
the building is eredled, is an oblong fquarc. On one 
fide is the door, and in the fpace between that and the 
other end of the houfe, in the center, towards the left 
hand, is a window^ A partition runs out from each 
end of the hc^ifc, which continues fo far as to leave an 
opening oppolite the door. Each end of the houfe 
therefore, to the right and left of the door, is divided 
into two apartments, all open towards the paflage from 
the door to the wall on the oppofite fide. In that on the 
left hand, next to the door, the children deep; that 
oppofite to it is for the ufe of ftrangers ; in the inner 
room, on the left hand, the mafler and his wife deep; 
and that oppofite to it is the kitchen. The only difie- 
rence between the poor and the rich, with refpede to 
thefe houfes, confifts in their fize : but we muft except 
the royal palace, and the houfe of one Gundang, the 
next man in riches and influence to the king ; for thofe 
inftead of being wattled w ith flicks and bamboos, are 
enclofed with boards. Thefe people have occafional 
houfes in the rice fields, at the feafon when they are in- 
fefled with the birds and monkeys. They diJfer only 
from their town houfes, by being raifed ten feet inflead 
of four from the ground. 

I'he inhabitants of this ifland arc of a good difpo- 
fition; and dealt with us very honeflly ; only like other 
Indians, and the retailers of fifli in London, they w ould 
afk twice, and fometimes thrice as much for their com¬ 
modities as they would take. As what they brought 
to market belonged, in different proportions, toacon- 
fiderable number of the natives, they put all that was 
bought of one kind, as cocoas or plantains together, 
and when we had purchafed a lot, they divided the mo¬ 
ney that w'as paid for it among the proprietors, in a 
proportion correfponding with their contributions. 
Sometimes, indeed, they would change our money, 
giving us 240 doits, amounting to five fliillings, for a 
Spanifh dollar, and ninety-fix, amounting to two fliil¬ 
lings, for a Bengal rupee. 

The natives of Prince’s Ifland have a language of 
their own, yet they all fpcak the Malay language. 
Their owm tongue they call Catta Gunung, the language 
of the mountains. They fay, that their tribe originally 
migrated from the mountains of Java to New Bay, and 
then to their prefent flation, being driven from their 
firfl fcttlemcnt by tygers, which they found too nume¬ 
rous to lubdue. Several languages are fpoken by the 
native Javanefe, in different parts of their ifland ; but 
the language of thefe people is different from that 
fpoken at Samaraeng, though diflant only one day’s 
journey from the refidence of the Emperor of Java. 
7 he following lift: contains feveral correfponding words 
in the languages of Prince’s Ifland, Java, and Ma 
lacca. 


Javanese. 
Oong Lanang, 
Oong Wadong, 
Lari, 

Undafs, 

Erung, 

Moto, 

Cuping, 

Untu, 

Wuttong, 

Celit, 

Poopoo, 

Duncul, 

Sickil, 

Cucu, 

Tangan, 

Jari, 


Malay. 

Oran Lacki Laki. 

Param[.uan, 

Anack. 

Capalla. 

Edung. 

Mata. 

Cuping. 

(ihigi. 

Prot. 

Pantat. 

Paha, 

Lon tour. 

Kauki, 

Cucu, 

Tangan. 

Jarilig. 


In 


English. 
A mmu 
A woman, 

A child. 

^he head. 
The noje. 

The eyes. 

The ears. 

The teeth. 
The belly. 

backfide. 
The thigh. 
The knee. 

The leg. 

A nail. 

A hand, 

A finger. 
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In this fpccimeii the diftcrent parts of the body are 

chofen, bccaufe they areeafily obtained from thofe whofc 
language is unknown; and it is worthy of obfervation, 
that the Malay, the Javanefe, and the language in 


Prince’s Ifland, have Xvords, which if not exadlly fimilar 

to thofe ufed in the South-Sea Iflands, arc manifeftiy 
derived from the fame fource, as will appear from the 
following lift. 


South-Sea. 

Mata 

Maa 

Einu 

Matte 

Outou 

Euwa 

Owhe 

Eu 

Mannu 

Eyca 

Tapao - 
Tooura 
Eufwhe - 
Etannou - 
Enammou - 
Hcaru 
Taro 
Uta 


Malay. 
Mata 
Macan ' 
Mcnuin 
Matte 
Coutou 
Udfan - 


Soufou 


lean 

Udang - 
Ubi 

Tannam 

Gnammuck 

Garru 

Tallas 

Utan 


Javanese. 

Moto 

- Mangan 

- Gnumbe - 

- Matte 

- Udan - 

- Soufou - 

- Manny 

- Iwa 

- Tapaan 

- Urang - 

- Urve 

- Tandour - 


- Gam 

- Talus 


Prince’s Island. 
Mata 


Awe 

Mannuck - 


English, 
An eye. 

The cnr. 

T0 drink. 

To kill. 

A lon/e. 
Rain. 

Bamboo cane. 
A heaft. 

A bird. 
AfiJlj. 

The foot. 

A lohjler. 
Yams. 

T ? bury. 

A mu/ebito. 
T 9 /cratch. 
Cocoa-roots. 
hiAand. 


But the fimilitude in thefe languages is more remark¬ 
able in words exprcfTing numlx:r, which feems to 
prove that they have one common root. Mr. Banks, 
with the aftiftance of a negro Have, l^orn at Madagafcar, 
and who was on board an Englifh ftiip at Batavia, drew 
up the following comparative table, from whence it 
w'ill appear, that the names of numbers, iij particular. 


arc in a manner common to all thefe countries: but we 
muft obferve, that in the ifland of Madagafcar, the 
names of numbers, in feme inftances, are limilar to all 
thefe, which is a difficulty not cafy to be folved; yet 
the fa(ft will appear unqueftionable from the following 
lift of words, drawn up, as we have obferved, by Mr. 
Banks. 


South-Sea Islands. Malay. 

Javanese. 

Tahic 

- 

Satou 

. • Sigi 

Rua 

_ 

Dua 

- Lorou 

Torou 

- 

Tiga 

- Tullu - 

Haa 

- 

Ampat - 

, - Pappat 

Reina 

- 

Lima 

- Limo 

Whency - 

- 

Annam - 

- Nunnam 

Hctu 

- 

Tudju 

- Petu 

Warn 

. 

Dclapau - 

- Wolo - 

Iva 


Scmbilan 

- Songo 

Ahoura 

- 

Sapoulou 

- Sapoulou 


From the fimilitude between the Eaftcrn Tongue and 
that of the South-Sea, many conjedhires may be formed 
concerning the peopling of thofe countries, which 
cannot calily be referred to Madagafcar. The people 
of Java and Madagafcar appear to be a different race: 
the Javanefe has long hair, and his complexion is of 
;ui olive caft j whereas a native of Madagafcar is black, 
and his hair woolly; yet this w ill not conclude againft 
the opinion of their having had common anceftors; and, 
poffibly, the learning of antient Egypt might run in two 
courfes, one through Africa, and the other through 
Alia, difteminating the fame words in each, efpecially 
terms of number, which might thus become part of the 
language of people who never liad any communications 
with each other. 

In the month of February we held on ourcOUrfe, 
and made the beft of our way for the Cape of Good 
Hope; but now the fatal feeds ofdifeafe, our people had 
Vnbibed at Batavia, began to appear, with the moft 
alarming fymptoms, in dyfcntcries and flow fevers. 
Our fituation in a Ihort time was truly deplorable, and 
the ftiip was little better than an hofpital, in which 
thofe who did duty, were two few to attend thofe who 
y- ere confined to their hammocks. Many of thefe were 
m thelaft ftage of the dcftmdtivc diforder; and almoft 
every night we committed a body to the fea. Mr. 
Banks was among the number ofthcfick, and for fome 
tune wc defpaircd of his life. In the courfe of fix weeks 
wc buried Mr. Sporing, a gentleman of Mr. Banks's 
^tinue, Mr. Parkinfon,jiis natural hiftory painter, Mr. 
Green the aftronomer, the boatfwain, the carpenter, and 
his mate, Mr. Monkhoufc the midftiipman, our jolly 
laiUmakcr, and his alfiftant, the cook, the corporal of 
the marines, two oi’ the carpenters crew, a midftiipman, 
and nine failors j in all tlircc and twxnty perfons, belides 


Prince’s Isle. 

Madagascar. 

English. 

- Hcgie 

life 

One. 

- Dua 

Rua 

Two. 

- Tollu . 

Tellou - 

Three. 

Opat - 

Effats 

Four. 

Limah 

Limi 

Five. 

• Gunnap - 

Ene 

Six. 

. Tudju 

Titou 

Sevefi. 

• Dclapan - 

Walon 

Eight. 

. Salapan 

Sivi 

Nine. 

. Sapoulou - 

Tourou 

Ten. 


the feven that wc had buried at Batavia. Such was the 
havock difeafe made among our fiiip's company, 
though we omitted no means, which we conceived 
miglTt be a remedy; and to prevent the.infection from 
fpreading, w^e purified the w’ater taken in at Prince's- 
Ifland with lime, and waflied all parts of the bark be¬ 
tween decks with vinegar. 

Friday the 15th of March, about ten o’clock P. M. 
we brought the fliip to an anchor off the Cape of 
Good Hope. Capt. Cook repaired immediately to the 
governor, who chearfully promifed him every refrefii- 
ment the country afforded; on which a houfc was 
hired for the fick, and it was agreed they fliould be 
lodged and boarded for two fliillings each man per day. 
Our run from Java Head to the Cape afforded few 
obfervations that can be of ufe to future navigators, 
but fome occurrences wc muft not pafs over in lilence. 
We had left Java Head eleven days before we got the 
general S. E. trade-wind, during which time, wc did not 
advance above 5 deg. to the fouthvvard, and 3 deg. to 
the W. having an unwholefomc air,occafioncd probably 
by the load of vapours, which the eaftcrn wind, and 
wefterly monfoons, bring into thefe latitudes, both of 
which blew in thefe fcas, at the time wc happened to be 
there. Our difeafes were certainly aggravated by thofe 
poifonous vapours, and unwholcfome air, particularly 
the flux, which was not in the Icaft degree checked by 
any medicine ; fo that whoever was feized with it, con- 
fidcred himfelfasa dead man; but we no fooner got 
into the trade wind, than we felt its fajutary effbcfs. 
it is true, we buried feveral of our crew afterwards, but 
they were fuch as had been taken on board in a ftate fo 
low and feeble, that there was fcarccly a poffibility gf 
their recovery. Wc fufpebted at firft, that this dreadful 
diforder might have bcci) generated by the water than 

wc 











































































we took on board at Prince’s IBand, or by the turtle we 1 
purchafed there; but this fufpiclon we found to be 
groundlcfs; bccaufe all the fhips that came from Bata-- 
via at the fame feafon, fuffered in like manner, and 
fome even more feverely, though none of them touched 
at Prince’s Illand in their way. 

Not many days after our departure from Java we 
were attended by the boobies for fcveral nights fuc- 
ceffivcly, and as thefe birds are known to rooft every 
night on fhorc, wc concluded land was not far diftant; 
perhaps it might be the ifland of Selam, which in 
different charts, is very differently laid down both in 
name and fituation. After thefe birds had left us, we 
were vifited by no more, till we got nearly a-breafl of 
Madagafcar, where in latitude 27 deg. three quar¬ 
ters S. we faw an albatrofs, the number of w hich in- 
creafed every day, with others of different kinds, par¬ 
ticularly one about the fize of a duck, of a very dark 
brown colour, with a ycllowifh bill; and they be¬ 
came more numerous as we approached the fhorc. 
When w*e got into foundings, we were vifited by gan- 
nets, which wc continued to fee as long as we were 
upon the bank that ftretches off Anguillas to the dif- 
tance of forty lcagues> and extends along fliore to the 
eaftw'ard, from Cape Falfe, according to fomc charts, 
one hundred and fixty leagues. The real extent of this 
bank is not cxaclly known; it is however ufcful as a di- 
rciffion to fliipping when to haul in, in order to make 
the land. 

At the time tl'ic Endeavour lay at the Cape of Good 
J !opc, the Houghton Indiaman failed for England. 
She had buried near forty of her crew, and when Ihe 
left the Cape, had many of her hands in a hclplefs con¬ 
dition, occafioned by the feurvy. Other fliips likewife 
experienced a proportionable lofs by ficknefs; fo that 
our fuffcrings were comparatively light, confidcring that 
wc had been abfent near three times as long. We con¬ 
tinued at the cape till the 13th of April, in order to 
recover the lick, procure (tores, and to do fome necef- 
fary work upon the (liip and rigging. When.this was 
finiflied wc got all the lick on boanl, fcveral of w horn 
WTre (till in a dangerous (tate ; and on Sunday the 1 4th, 
having taken Icav'c of the governor, we unmoored, ami 
got ready to fail. 

The hiffory of Caffraria is w'ell know^n in Europe, 
and a defeription of the Cape of Good Hope has been 
given by molt of our circumnavigators ; yet w’e think 
a particular account of this country will be acceptable 
to our numerous fubferibers; and they will meet with 
fome particulars which fell under our obfervation, that 
have either been w’holly omitted or mifreprefented in 
other narratives- 

Caffraria, or Caffreria is well fituated for navigation 
and commerce, both which advantages are almoft 
^vholly negledted. The interior part of the country is 
fertile, but wants the benefit of cultivation. The in- 
liabitants are naturally fagacious, but their faculties 
arc abforbed in indolence; thus both the lands and 
minds of the people require improvement; but led 
cultivation in the firfi fiiould introduce luxury, and in¬ 
formation in the lafl: produce difobedicacc, neither of 
thefe arc encouraged by the politic Dutch, who pofTcfs 
a great part of the fca coall. This country extends 
about feven hundred and eighty miles from N. to S. 
that is, from Cape Negro to the Cape of Good Hope, 
from hence turning N. E. to the mouth of the river 
Spiritu Santo, it runs about fix hundred and fixty miles; 
and proceeding up the country almoft to the equinoxial 
line, it is about one thoufand feven hundred and forty 
miles farther. In fome places it is nine hundred, and 
in others not above fix hundred broad. Caffraria is fo 
named from the Caftres, its inhabitants; though fomc 
authors affirm, that this name is a term of reproach 
given by the Arabs to all who have but confufed notions 
of the deity, and which the Portuguefc have by miftake 
applied to thefe people. 

The Cape of Good Hope, w'hich is the moft fou- 
thernpart of Africa, was firft difeovered, A. D. 1493, 
by Bartholomew Diaz, admiral of a Portuguefc fleet, 
If h^^ on account of the boifterous weather he met with 


when near it, diftinguillied it by the name of Cabodos 
totos Tormentos, or the Cape of all plagues ; fince 
which, no place in the univcifc has been more fpoken 
of, though little of the country, except the coaft, has 
been penetrated or known. I'he reafon why it has fo 
much attradled the attention of marinei-s of all nations, 
is, their being under a neccffity of frequently calling 
there for water or other rcfrcfhments, and alfo of dou¬ 
bling it, in their voyages to the t:aff-Indics. But John 
king of Portugal, not liking the name which his ad¬ 
miral had beftowedupon this large promontory, changed 
it to that of Cabodc Bwna Efperanca, the “ Cape of 
Good Hope,” which appellation it hath ever fince re¬ 
tained. 

Neither Diaz, norhis fuccelTor VafcodeGama,though 
they faw the Cape, thought proper to land : but in 149S 
the Portugueze admiral, Rio del Infanta, w as the firft 
who ventured aftiorc; and from his report, Emanuel, 
king of Portugal, on account oi' the eligibility of the 
fituation, determined to eftablilli a colony there; but 
the Portuguefc, who are naturally pufillanimoiis, having 
taken it into their heads, that the inhabitants of the 
Cape were cannibals, were too much alraLd of being 
devoured, to obey their foverAgn in making the fcttle- 
ment he intended : however, fome time after, another 
body of thofe timid adventurers made good their land¬ 
ing, under the conducl of Francis d’Almcyda, a vice¬ 
roy of Brafil, when the Portugueze were fliamefully de¬ 
feated by the fcarcc armed, and imwarlike natives. 
The viceroy and fifty of his men being killed in the en¬ 
gagement, the remainder retired with precipitation to 
their (liips. The Portuguefc were much difappoinred 
• and chagrined at the idea of fiich martial fiipcrioiicy in 
a people by them deemed at once lavage and defpica- 
ble. They determined to be revenged ; but not having 
magnanimity enough to fficw a becoming refentmenr, 
they contrived a moft inhuman and cowardly expedi¬ 
ent. About two years after, touching at the cape, 
they landed with all the appearance of amity, accom¬ 
panied with ftrong profefiions of fricndlhip, and under 
this ma(k brought with them a large cannon loaded 
with grape lliot. The unfufpedling natives, overjoyed 
by the gift of fo great a treafure, began to drag it aw ay 
by the means of two long ropes, w hich had been pre- 
vioudy faftened to the muzzle. Great numbers laid 
hold of the ropes, and many others went before by way 
of triumph, when the treacherous Portugueze firing 
off the cannon, a prodigious daughter enfued, as moft 
of the people (lood within the range of the (hot. Many 
were killed, feveral wounded; and the few w'ho cfcapcd, 
abandoned with the utmoft precipitation the fatal pre- 
fent. 

About the year 1600, the Dutch began to touch at 
the Cape, in their way to and from the Eaft-Indics; 
and becoming annually more fenfibleof the importance 
of the place, they effeded a fettlcment in 1650, which 
lince that time hath rifen to great power and opulence, 
and been of clTential (crvice to that nation. M. Van 
Ricbecck, a furgeon, in his return from India, obferv- 
ing the conveniency of the place for a fettlcment, and 
laying before the Dutch Eaft-India Company a plan of 
its advantages, the feheme was approved, and the pro- 
jedlor appointed governor. This Adventurer failing 
with four (hips to the cape, entered into a negotiation 
with the people, who, in conlidcration of fifty thou- 
fand guilders, or four thoufand three hundred and fe- 
venty-five pounds ftcriing, agreed to yield up to the 
Dutch a confidcrable tradl of country round the Cape. 
Van Ricbeeck, in order to fccure his ncwpurchofc, im¬ 
mediately ereefted a ftrong fquare fort; laid out a large 
garden, and planted it with a great variety of tlie pro¬ 
ductions from Europe, that he might render the place 
as commodious and agreeable as polFiblc. Having thus 
fuccefsfully founded a fettlcment, the Dutch Company 
propofed, in order the more cffcdually tocftablilh it, 
that every man, who would fettle three years at the 
Cape, (hould have an inheritance of fixty acres of land> 
provided that during that fpace he would fo improve 
his'cftate, as to render it fufficient to maintain himfclf, 
and contribute fomewhat towards the maintenance of 
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the carrifon ; and at the expiration of the time, he 

miirht either keep polleflion of it, or fell it, and re¬ 
turn home. Induced by thefe propofals, many went 
fo feek their fortunes at the Cape, and were furnifhed 
on credit with cattle, grain, plants, utcnfils, &c. The 
planters, however, at length grew weary of their ha¬ 
bitations for want of conjugal fociety; therefore the 
governors of the company, to prevent their leaving the 
place, provided them with wives from the Orphan- 
houfe's, and other charitable foundations. In procefs 
of time they greatly increafed, and fpread thcmfclves 
farther up the country, and along the coad, till they 
occupied all the lands from Saldanna Bay, round the 
fouthern point of Africa, to Nolfcl Bay, on the E. 
and afterwards purchafed Terra de Natal, in order to 
extend their limits ftill farther. 

It appears, however, that on the firft fcttlemcnt of 
tlie Dutch at the Cape, all the Hottentot tribes did not 
acquicfcc in the fale of the country to foreigners ; for 
the Gunyemains diffented from the agreement of the 
others, and, in 1659, difputcd the poirefTion of the 
purchafed territories with the Dutch. hey always 
made their attack in boifterous weather, as thinking 
the fire-arms then of lefs ufe and efficacy; and upon 
thefe occafions they would murder indifcriminatcly all 
the Europeans they could meet, burn down their houfes, 
and drive away their cattle. At length a Hottentot, 
called by the Dutch Doman, who had refided fome time 
at Batavia, and afterwards lived at Cape Town, retired 
to his countrymen, and perfuaded them, that it was the 
intent of the Europeans to enflave them, and Birred 
them up to war. Accordingly they took up arms, and, 
being headed by Doman, attended by another chief 
named Garabinga, they committed great depredations. 
But the Hottentots themfelvcs at length growing tired 
of the war, one hundred of them, belonging to one 
nation, came unarmed to the Dutch fort, with a prefent 
of thirteen head of fine excellent cattle, in order to fue 
for peace. This, it may be imagined, was readily 
granted by the Dutch, who were heartily fick of a con- 
teft, in which themfelves were fuch great lofers, without 
reaping any advantages from it. 

Notwithftanding all that has been faid to the con¬ 
trary, no country we faw during the voyage, makes a 
more forlorn appearance, or is in reality a more fterile 
defirt. The land over the Cape, which confiitutes the 
peninfula formed by Table Bay on the N. and Falfe 
Bay on the S. conliBs of high mountains, altogether 
naked and dcfolate: the land behind thefe to the E. 
which may be confidcred as the IBhmus, is a plain of 
vaB extent, confiBing almoB wholly ot a light kind 
of fea fand, which produces nothing but heath, and 
is utterly incapable of cultivation. All the fpots that 
will admit of improvement, which together bear about 
the fame proportion to the whole as one to one 
thoufand, are laid out in vineyards, orchards, and 
kitchen grounds; and moB of thefe little fpots lie at a 
confiderable diBance from each other. There is alfo 
the greateB rcafon to believe, that in the interior parts 
of the country, that which is capable of cultivation, ef- 
pecially what is fituated at no great diBance from the 
coaB, does not bear a greater proportion to that which 
is bai ren; for the Dutch told us, that they had fcttlc- 
mcnt.s eight and twenty days up the country, a diBance 
equal at IcaB to nine hundred miles, from w hich they 
bring provifions to the Cape by land ; fo that it fcems 
reafonable to conclude, that provifions are not to be 
had within a lefs compafs. While we w'erc at the Cape, 
a farmer came thither from the country, at the dif- 
tance of fifteen days journey, and brought his children 
with him. We were furprifed at this, and alkcd him, 
if it would not have been better to have left them with 
his next neighbour. Neighbour I faid the man, 1 have 
no neighbour within lefs than five days journey of me. 
Surely the country muB be deplorably barren in which 
thofe who fettle only to raife provifions for a market, arc 
difperfed at fuch diBances from each other. That the 
country is every where dcBitutc of wood is a certain 
lact; for timber and planks arc imported from Batavia, 
i»nd luel is almoB as dear as food. V\'e faw not a tree. 
No. n, 


except in plantations near the town, that was fix foot 

high ; and the Bems, that were not thicker than a man’s 
thumb, had roots as thick as an arm or leg, fuch is the 
infiucnce of the winds here to the difad vantage of vege¬ 
tation, without confidering the Bcrility of the foil. 

Cape Tow n is the only one the Dutch have built here* 
and it confiBs of about a thoufand houfes neatly built 
of brick, whited in general on the outfide. They are 
covered only with thatch, for the violence of the S. Ei 
winds w ould render any other roof inconvenient and 
dangerous. ^ he Brccts are broad and comivtodiouSi 
crofliiigcach other at right angles. In the main one is 
a canal, on each fide of w hich is planted a row- of oaks, 
that have grown tolerably well, and yield an agreeable 
lhadc. In another part of the town is alfo a canal, but 
the flopc of the ground in the courfe of both is fo greatj 
that they are furnifiicd with locks at intervals of little 
more than fifty yards. The houfes in general have 
plcafant gardens behind, and neat court yards before 
them. Building, as well as tillage, is greatly encou¬ 
raged here, and' land given for either purpofe to thofe 
who chufe to accept of it; but then the government 
claims an annual tenth of the value of the former, and 
produce of the latter, and a tithe of all purchafe mo¬ 
ney when cBates are fold. The town extends from the 
fea fiiore to the Company’s garden, fpreading along 
Table Bay. The fort is in a valley at a fmall diBance, 
its form pentagonal, it commands the landing-place, 
and is garrifbncd by two hundred foldiers. "1 he gover¬ 
nor’s Borehoufes arc w irhin it, other officers bcfide.s 
himfclf have apartments here, as well as fix hundred 
fervants : the fame number of Baves arc lodged in a 
commodious building in the town, which is divided 
into two wards, the one for the men, the other for the 
women; and there is a houfe of correction for the re¬ 
ception of dillblute perfons of either fex. The hof- 
pital for fick feamcn is of efiential life to the Dutch 
fleets in going to or returning from India. T he church 
is a large edifice, elegantly plain; but the roof and 
Bccplc are thatched, Sr the rcafon already mentioned. 
Thatching indeed, from the nature of the hurricanes, 
feems abfolutely ncceffary; but from the method in 
which it was formerly done, it appears that it was fre¬ 
quently attended with danger, and we were informed, 
there ufed to be Ihelving pent houfes ereded on both 
fides the Brects, to Biel ter paifengers in rainy weather; 
but thefe brought the inhabitants under fuch dangers 
and inconveniences, that they were all pulled down by 
order of government. Sailors and Hottentots were 
continually aflcmbling, and fmoaking their pipes under 
them, and fometimes, through carclefsnefs let them on 
fire. The government laid hold of that occafion to rid 
the Breets of thofe fellows that were continually peBer- 
ing them, by publilhing an order, w’hich is Bill in 
force, and from time to time republlBicd, that no Hot¬ 
tentot, or common failor, Biall fmokc in the Brcet, 
and that upon prefuming fo to do they Biould be tied 
to the whipping poB and be feverely laflied. This has 
kept the Brccts clear of all who have no bufinefs there; 
for it is with great difficulty that either the fcamen or 
Hottentots can forbear fmoaking while they are aw’akc, 
if they have tobacco, which they are feldom without. 
What is moB to be admired at the Cape is the Com¬ 
pany’s garden, w here they have introduced almoB all 
the finits and flow^ers that arc found in the other three 
quarters of the globe; moB of which arc improved, and 
flouriBi more than they did in their refpcdlivc climates 
and countries from whence they were brought; and the 
garden is watered with Iprings that tall down from Fa¬ 
ble mountain juB above them. Apples and pears arc 
planted here, with the grapes of Afia, as well as thofe 
of Europe, all of a delicious flavour. Here are alfo 
excellent lemons, oranges, citrons, figs, Japan apples, 
and a great variety of other fmits. In this place a much 
greater proportion of the inhabitants arc Dutch than in 
Batavia; and as the town is fupported principally by 
entertaining Brangers, and fupplying them with nccef- 
farics, every man to a certain degree, imitates the man¬ 
ners and cuBoms of the nations with which he is chiefly 
concerned. I'hc ladies, however, arc fo faithful to the 
2 j\ mode 
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mode of their country, that not one of them will ftir 
without a chaudpicd, of chauffer, which is carried by 
a fervant, that it may be ready to place under her feet, 
whenever iflie fits down: though few of thefe chaulfets 
have fire in them, which indeed the climate renders un- 
ncceffary. 

Notwithflanding the natural fterility of the climate, 
induftry has fiipplicd this place with all the necelTa- 
rics, and even luxuries of life in the grcateH: profufion. 
I'he.bcef and mutton arc excellent, though the oxen 
and flieep arc natives of the country; the cattle are 
lighter than ours, more neatly made, and have horns 
that fpread to a much wider extent. The fliecp arc 
clothed with a fubflancc between wool and hair, and 
Jiavc tails of an enormous fizc: we faw fome that 
weighed twelve pounds, and we heard there were many 
much larger. Good butter is made from the milk of 
cows, but the cheefe is very much inferior to our own. 
Here arc hogs and a variety of poultry ; alfo goats, but 
thefe laft are never eaten. Hares arc to be found ex*^ 
adJy like thofe in Europe; likewife many kinds of an¬ 
telopes ; quails of two forts, and bullards, all well fla¬ 
voured, but not juicy. The fields produce European 
wheat and barley; the gardens European vegetables; 
fruit of all kinds; befides plantains, guavas, jambu, 
and other Indian fruits, but thefe are not in perfection; 
the plantains, in particular, are very batl^ and the 
guavas no larger than goofeberries. The vineyards 
alfo produce wines of various forts, but not equal to 
thofe of Europe, except the Conftantia, which is made 
genuine only at one vineyard, about ten miles diflant 
from the town. There is another vineyard near it, 
v\ here wine is made, and called by the fame name, but 
it is greatly inferior. 

With rerpecl to the animals of this country, the wild 
differ in nothing from thofe found in other parts. There 
are great numbers of domeftic animals in the various 
colonies and fettlements at the Cape, and the woods 
and mountains abound with wild beafts. The horfes, 
which were brought originally from Perfia, are of a 
bay or chefnut colour, and rather fmall. The dogs 
have a very unfightly appearance, and are of little ufe. 
Among the wild beafts, the elephant claims the firft 
place. The rhinoceros is of a dark afli colour, and 
has a fnout like a hog. A horn projeefts about two feet 
from the nofe, rcfembling in fliape a plough ftiare, and 
of a grey dingy colour. With this he tears up the 
ground, pulls up trees by their roots, throws large ftones 
over his head, and rips up the elephant, to whom he is 
a mortal enemy. Another horn of about fix inches 
long, turns up from his forehead. His legs arc fhort, 
his ears fmall, and his fenfe of fmelling furprizingly 
acute. When he feents any thing he purfues in a 
fight line, and tears up every thing in his way; but his 
eyes being exceeding fmall and fixed, he can only fee 
ftrait forward, fo that it is eafy to avoid him by ftep- 
ping alide, as he is a long time in turning himfelfabout, 
and longer ftill in getting fight again of the objed. He 
will not attack a man without being provoked, or unlefs 
he is drelfcd in fcarlet. When he has killed any crea¬ 
ture, he licks the flefh from its bones with his rough 
tongue, which is like a rafp. He feeds much on herbs, 
thiftles, and a plant refembling juniper, and which, 
from its fondnefs of it, is called rhinoccros-bulh. The 
blood, fkin, and horn of this animal, are medicinally 
^fed, and faid to be very efficacious in many diforders. 
Wine, poured into cups made of the horn, bubbles up 
in a ftrange kind of fermentation, appearing as if boil¬ 
ing. Should a fmall portion of poifon be put into the 
wine, the cup fplits ; but if poifon only is poured into 
the cup, it fiies into a thoufand pieces; hence cups 
made of this horn are deemed excellent fafeguards, and, 
on that account, independent of their falubrious qua¬ 
lities, are highly valued. At the Cape, w’olves arc of 
two kinds; the one rcfcmbles a fheep-dog, and is 
fpotted like a tyger; the other is like an European 
wolf: they both prowl about, and do great mifehief in 
the night-time, but lie concealed in the day. Lions, 
tygers, leopards, &c. alfo abound here, and are fo 
•^tioublcfome, that tlie perfon who kills one of either 
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fort, is rewarded with twenty-five florins, or fifty lhi[, 
lingS; The flefli of the lion is efteemed equal to veni- 
fon, and the fat is much valued. Here are much larger 
buffaloes than in Europe. They arc of a brown co¬ 
lour ; the horns are ftiort, and curve towards the neck 
where they incline to dach other. Between them is a 
tuft of hair upon the forehead, which adds to thelicrcc- 
nefs of the look; The fkin is exceeding hard, and the 
flefli rather tough. He is a ftrong fierce creature, and 
is enraged at any thing red, like many other animals. 
We faw here elks five feet high, with horns a foot long. 
This is a very handfome creature, having a beautiful 
head and neck, flender legs, and foft fmooth hair of an 
afli colour. Their upper jaw is larger than the under, 
the tail about a foot in length, and the flefli by the Cape 
Epicures is faid to exceed the beft beef. They run 
fwift, and climb the rocks with great agility, though 
they ufually weigh about four hundred pounds each. 
Another lingular animal is that called ft ink box, from 
its offenfive fmell both living and dead ; it is about the 
lizc of a common houfe dog, and made much like a 
ferret. The goats are of various fpccies. One, called 
the blue goat, is of a fine azure colour. The fpotted 
goat is larger, and beautifully marked u'ith brown, 
white, and red fpots. The horns arc a foot long. The 
flefti fine eating. The rock-goat is no larger than a 
kid, but very mifehievous in the plantations. The di¬ 
ving-goat is much like the tame one, and receives its 
name from its method of fquatting down in the grafs 
to hide itfelf. We faw another animal called a goat, 
without any additional appellation, it is of the fize of a 
hart, and extremely beautiful. The hair of the tides 
and back is grey, ftreaked with red, and that on the 
belly white. A white ftreak palTes from his forehead to 
the ridge of his tail, and three others furround his body 
in circle's. The female hath no horns; but thofe of 
the male arc three feet in length, and the flefli is ex- 
ceedingly delicate. The horns of the hart do not 
branch like thofe of Europe; but the roebuck is in 
every refpcct like ours. Wild cats are of fevcral forts. 
The firft the Dutch call the civit cat, not that it is 
really the animal of that name, but becaufe of the 
fine feent of the ikin. The next is called the tyger- 
cat, from its being very large, and fpotted likeatvger. 
The third fort is the mountain cat, which, as well as 
the tame cat, refembles thofe of Europe. The fourth 
fpccics is denominated the blue cat, from its colour, 
having a fine blue tinge, with a beautiful red lift 
down its back. There is a fpecies of mice peculiar to 
this country, called the rattle-moufe, which is about 
the fize of a fquirrcl, and makes a rattling noife with 
its tail. It is very nimble, lives upon nuts and acorns, 
and purs like a car. Among the hogs with which this 
country abounds, is the wild hog, or rather wild boar, 
which is ver>^ fierce, and harbours in woods ; and the 
earth hog, which is of a red colour, and without teeth: 
this lodges like a badger in holes, and feeds upon 
ants ; thefe he procures by forcing his long rough 
tongue into their hills, Irom whence he draws it with a 
great number glued thereto. Many jackalls, fome er¬ 
mines, baboons, monkeys, &c. arc found about the 
cape; and frequently do great mifehief in the gardens, 
orchards, and vineyards. The porcupine is very com¬ 
mon, and its flcili efteemed delicious. There are two 
forts ot wild afles in this country, one of which is a 
beautiful creature, called the zebra, and bears a greater 
affinity in make and lhape to the horfc than the afs. 
indeed the cars arc fomewhat like thofe of the latter 
animal, but in all other rcfpedls it has a much more 
noble appearance. It is admirably well made, exceed¬ 
ing lively, and fo extremely fwift, that it throws al- 
moft every purfucr at a diftancc. Its legs arc fine; it 
has a twilled tail, round flefliy haunqhes, and a fmooth 
fkin. T. he females are white and black, and the males 
white and brown. Thefe colours arc placed alternately 
in the moft beautiful ftripcs, and are parallel, diftineft, 
and narrow. The whole animal is ftreaked in this ad¬ 
mirable manner, fo as to appear to a diflant beholder as 
if covered with ribbons. Moft natui-alills affirm, that 
the zebra never can be tamed. 'I’hat which was pre- 
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fentcd to her prefent majefty queen Charlotte, and kept 
fcveral years at the ftables near Buckingham-gatc, con¬ 
tinued vicious till its death, though it was brought over 
young, and every polTiblc means ufed to render it trac- 
tablcT it fed upon hay, and tjjc noife it made rather 
rcfcmbled the barking of amaftilf dog, than the bray¬ 
ing of an afs. The Camelopardalis, we were informed, 
has been found in the countries round the Cape. Cap¬ 
tain Carteret, having, by order of his prefent majefty, 
performed a voyage round the world in the Swallow 
ftoop of war, mentions this animal in a letter to the 
late Dr. Matty, fecrerary to the Royal Society. “ From 
the fcarcity of this creature (fays he) as I believe none 
have been found in Europe, fince Julius Caefar’s time 
(when I think there were two of them at Rome) I ima¬ 
gine a more certain knowledge of its reality will not be 
diliigrecable te you, as the exiftence of this fine animal 
has been doubted by many. The prefent governor of 
the Cape of Good Hope has fent out parties of men on 
inland difcoverics, fome of which have been abfent 
from eighteen months to two years, in which traverfe 
they have difeovered many curioftties. One of thefe 
parties crofted many mountains and plains, in one of 
which they found two of thofc creatures, but they only 
caught the yoiingone. This they endeavoured to bring 
alive to Cape Town, but unfortunately it died. They 
took oft' his Ikin, and it has, as a confinnation of this 
truth, been fent to Holland.” The llcin here alluded 
to is now in the cabinet of natural hiftory at Leyden. 
Linnaeus ranks this animal among the deer kind. Its 
head is like that of a ftag; the horns arc blunt, about 
fix inches long, covered with hair, but not branched. 
The neck refembles a camel’s, only longer, being near 
feven feet. It has a mane like that of a horfe; feet, 
ears, and a tongue like thofc of a cow'; ftender legs, 
the fore ones being confiderably longer than the hinder; 
the body is but fmall, covered with white hair, and 
lj)ottcd with red ; the tail is long, and buihy aX the 
end; the upper jaw contains no fore teeth; he moves, 
both the fore feet together when he runs, and not one 
after the other like other animals ; he is eighteen feet 
long from the tail to the top of the head, and is ftxtcen 
feet from the ground when he holds up his head. 

A great variety of birds and fowls are found at the 
Cape, both wild and tame. Here are three forts of 
eagles, namely, i. The bone breaker, who feeds on 
tortoifes; to obtain the flefti of w'hich it iifcs this fin- 
gular method. Having carried the rortoife alolt in the 
air, it drops it upon fome hard rock, by which means 
the ftiell is broken, and the eagle can eaftly come at its 
ptcy. a. The dung-eagle, which tears out the entrails 

animals to fubfift on, and, though no bigger than a 
common goofe, is exceeding ftrong and voracious. 
3. The duck-eagle, fo called becaufe it feeds princi¬ 
pally on ducks. Here are allb w ild geefe of three forts. 
I. The water goofe, which refembles ours. 2. The 
mountain goofe, which is the largeft of all, having a 
green head, and green wings. 3. The crop goofe, fo 
named from its remarkable large craw, of which bags, 
pockets, and tobacco-pouches arc made. All thefe 
Kinds ot geefe are fuch good eating, fo plentiful, and 
10 eafily taken, that the people of the Cape do not 
tnink the tame goofe worth the trouble of breeding, 
liut of all the numerous birds that arc to be found here, 
ne Hammgo is one of the rnoft fmgular. It has a long 
In' ’i larger than a fwan: the legs are remark- 
an orange tawny, and the feet are 

c tnofe of a goofe: the bill contains blue teeth with 
acK points; the head and neck arc intirely white; 

'vings arc of a bright ftame co¬ 
lour, and the lower black. 

f numerous at the Cape, particularly 

from r ^**^0 ferpent, fo called 

fnnH ^1^0 branch of a tree, and from being 

lourtrees. 2. The afti co- 
veril r ^ j 1 ^P^oklcd with white and red, which is fc- 
thp nn-” 3* "^^0 ftioot ferpenc, fo named from 

encimr velocity with which it darts itfelf at an 
the eye ferpent, on account of the 
s white fpots refembling eyes, with which its 


flein is marked. 4. The blind flow-worm, a black 
fcaly ferpent, fpotted w'ith browm, white, and red. 
5. The thirfl ferpent, or inflamcr, a moft venemous 
and dangerous ferpent, about three quarters of a yard 
long; it has a broad neck, black back, and is very 
active. 6. The hair ferpent, which is about three feet 
in length, as thick as a man’s rhumb, and received its 
name from its yellow' hair. Itspoifbn is Iq malignant, 
that nothing but the ferpent ftonc can prevent its being 
mortal. This ftone is faid to be an artificial compo- 
fition, prepared by theBramins in India, who keep the 
fccrct to themlclvcs. It is fhaped like a bean, in the 
middle whitifh, the reft of a fky-blue. Whenever 
this is applied, it fticks dole without bandage or flip- 
port, and imbibes the poifbn till it can receive no niorc, 
and then drops off. Being laid in milk, it purges itfelf 
of the venom, turning the milk yellowy and fo is ap¬ 
plied again, till by its not flicking, it proves that the 
poifon is exhaiifted. 

The neighbouring fca affords a plentiful fupply of 
fifli to the inhabitants ol the Cape. The meat of the 
fea cows is much admired. The flying fifti, which has 
wings like a bat, is reckoned a great delicacy. The 
bro^vn fifti is as big as an ox, and is deemed good food 
.either frcfli or faltcd. The bennet is near three feec 
long, and weighs about feven pounds: the eyes and 
tails are red; the fins ycIIow', and the fcalcs purple, 
w'iuh gold ftreaks. T he meat is of a crimfbn colour, 
and fo remains after it is drefted ; ncvcrthclcfs it is de¬ 
licious eating. The gold fifh has a ftreak from head to 
tail, circles round his eyes of a gold colour, it is eigh¬ 
teen inches long, weighs about a pound, and its flcfli of 
an cxquifitetallc. The bralTcm is found only about the 
Cape. Of .his fifti there are two forts ; the one has a 
black back, and purple head; the other is of a dark 
blue colour, and the former is rounder than the latter. 
They arc both cheap and wholcfonic food. 'I'he ftone 
braffem is good either frefli or faltcd, refembles a carp 
ill make, but is more delicious in taftc. One fpecics of 
this filh is called flat-nofe, from the fhape of the head, 
and is much more valued than the other fort. The red 
ftonc fifti is exceeding beautiful to the eye, and exqui- 
fitc to the taftc: the back is fcarlct fpotted w ith blue, 
and bcfpangled with gold ; the eyes arc of a bright red, 
and furrounded with a filver circle, and the bdly is of 
a pale pink colour, has a ftiining filver tail, refembles 
a carp both in lhape and tafte, and weighs about a 
pound. Of Ihcll-fifti, which are innumerable, there is 
a lingular fpecics called Klin-koufen, which has an up¬ 
per and under Ihell, thick, rough, twifted, and incrufted. 
In vinegar the cruft will drop off, and the Ihcll exhi¬ 
bits an admirable pearl colour. Sea-funs and fea-ftars, 
arc fmall round ft:ell-fifli, and receive their denomina¬ 
tions from the great variety of prickles, which ftioot 
from them like rays of light, ft'he filh called pagger 
has a prickly fhcll, and is much dreaded by the people 
of the Cape, as a wound from one of its protuberances 
turns to a mortification, unlefs great care is taken to 
prevent it. The fca-fpout refembles a piece of mofs 
flicking fafl to the rocks. It is of a green colour, 
emits water, and w'ithin is like a tough piece of flefh. 
The torpedo, or cramp-ray is a very curious fifli. The 
body is circular, the fkin foft, finooth and yellow, 
marked with large annular fpots j the eyes fmall, and 
the tail tapering. It is of diifcrent fizes, and wcighsVrom 
five to fifteen pounds. The narcotic or benumbing 
quality of this fill>w'as known to the ancients, and hath 
turnifhed matter of fpeculation to the philofophcrs of 
all ages. If a perfon touches it when ahve, it inftantly 
deprives him of the ufe of his arm, and has the fame 
clfeCl if he touches it with a flick. Even if one treads 
upon it with a ftioe on, it aftccls not only the leg, but 
the thigh upwards. They who touch it w'ith the feet 
are feized with a flrongcr palpitation than even thofe 
who touch it with the hand : this numbnefs bears no 
rcfeniblancc to that which wc feel when a nerve is a 
long time prelfed, and the foot is faid to be aftcep : it 
rather appears to be like a fudden vapour, which palling 
through the pores in an inllant, penetrates to the very 
fprings of life, from whence it diftufes itfelf all over the; 
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96 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


body, and gives real pain. The nerves are fo afFedcd, 
that the perfon ftriick imagines all the bones of his 
body, and particularly thofe of the limb that received 
the blow, am driven out of joint. All this is accom¬ 
panied with a univerfal tremor, a ficknefs of the rto- 
mach, a general convullion, and a total fufpenfion of 
the faculties of the mind. In fliort, fuch is the pain, 
that all the force of our promifes and authority could 
not prevail upon a feaman to undergo the fliock a fe- 
cond time. It has been obferved, that the powers of 
this fifh decline with its ftrength, and intirely ceafes 
when it expires. This benumbing faculty is of double 
life to the torpedo : firfl it enables it to get its prey with 
great facility ; and fecondly it is an admirable defence 
againfl: its enemies, as by numbing a fifh of fuperior 
force with its touch, it can cafily elcapc. The narcotic 
power of the torpedo is greater in the female than the 
male. According to Appian, it will benumb the filher- 
man through the whole extent of hook, line and rod. 
I'hc flefli of this remarkable filh having, however, no 
pernicious quality, is eaten by the people of the Cape 
in common with others. 

The air at the Cape of Good Hope is falutary in a 
high degree; fo that thofe who bring difeafes from 
Europe generally recover health in a fliort time; but 
the difeafes that are brought hither from India are not 
fo certainly cured. The weather at the cape may be 
divided into two fcafons, namely, the wet monfoon, 
and the dry monfoon; the former begins in March, and 
the latter in September; fo that fummer commences 
at the Cape about the time that it concludes with us. 
The inconveniences of the climate areexceffive heat in 
the dry feafon, and heavy rains, thick fogs, and N. W. 
winds in the wet feafon. Thunder and lightning arc 
never know'n here but in March and September. W a¬ 
ter feldom freezes, and when it docs, the ice is but 
thin, and dilTolvcs upon the lead appearance of the 
fun. In the hot weather, the people arc happy when 
the wind blows from the S. E. becaufe it keeps off the 
fca-wceds which otherw'ife would float to the ffiore, and 
corrupt there. The appearance of two remarkable 
clouds, which frequently hang over the fummits of 
the tw'o mountains of Table-hill and Devil-hill, com¬ 
monly enable the inhabitants of this country to prog- 
Dofficate what weather will happen. 1 he clouds are at 
firff fmall, but gradually increaling, they at length 
unite into one cloud, which invelops both mountains, 
when a terrible hurricane foon enfucs. A gentleman, 
who redded many years at the Cape, fays, “ The Ikiris 
of this cloud are white, but feem much comparer than 
the matter of common clouds. The upper parts are 
of a lead colour, ow ing to the refraded rays of light. 
No rain fills from it, but at times it difeovers great 
humidity, w hen it is of a darker hue; and the wind 
iffuing from it is broken, raging by guffs of Ihort 
continuance. In its ufual date, the wind keeps up its 
firff fury, unabated, for one, two, three, or eight days, 
and fometimes a whole month. The cloud leems all 
the time undiminiffied, though little fleeces are feen 
torn from the fkirts from time to time, and hurried 
down the fides of the hills, vanifliing when they reach 
the bottom ; fo that during the dorm the cloud feems 
to be fupplied with new water. When the cloud be¬ 
gins to brighten up, thofe fupplies fail, and the wind 
proportionably abates. At length the cloud growing 
tranfparent, the wind ceafes.” During the continu¬ 
ance of the S. E. winds, the Table-valley is torn by 
furious whirlwinds. If they blow warm, they are ge¬ 
nerally of ffiort duration, and in this cafe the cloud 
foon difappears; but when the wind blow^s cold, it is a 
fure fign it will lad long,except an hour or two at noon, 
or midnight when it feeins to recover new ffrength,and 
afterwards renews its boifferous rage. 

Near the Cape the water of the ocean is of a green 
colour, owing principally to the coral flirubs, and the 
weed called tromba. The firff, while in the water, 
are green and foft; but whenexpofed to the air, they 
grow hard, and change their colour to white, black, or 
red. The latter are ten or twelve feet in length, hollow 
within, and when dry, become firm and llrong. 'fhey 
4 


are often framed into tiaimpcts, and the found they pro-, 
duce is very’ agreeable to the ear. 

Thefourccsof the rivers in this country are in the 
mountains : they glide over a gravelly bottom, arc 
clear, pleafant, and fii^ubrious j but other dreams are 
dark, muddy, and unwholfomc. Ilere arc a few 
brackifli fprings, whofe waters medicintilly ufed, greatly 
purify the blood ; and fcvcral hot baths are very eftica- 
cious in various diforders. Upon the whole, the rcpiw 
ration of the Cape waters is fo great, that every Danifli 
fhip returning from India, is obliged to fill a large calk 
with the clear fweet water that abounds here for the ufc 
of his Danifli majeffy. 

The foil in general about the Cape confiffs of a clayey 
earth, and is fo fat, that it requires but little manuring. 
White and red chalk are found in abundance; the 
former is ufed by the Dutch, to whitewafli their houfes, 
and the latter by the Hottentot women to paint their 
faces. Various bituminous fubffances of feveml colours 
are found in Drakenffoin colony, particularly a kind of 
oil which trickles from the rocks, and has a very rank 
fmcll. With refpcdl: to minerals, filver ore has been 
found in fomc of the mountains, and alfo fcveral iron 
mines. The Namaqua Hottentots, who arc fituatcd 
above three hundred miles from the cape, bring copper 
to trade with the Dutch. 

When we fpeak of agriculture, it is to be obferved, 
that the Europeans of the Cape, and their lands, are 
implied; for the Hottentots in general deteff the very 
idea of cultivation, and would fooncr ffarve than till 
the ground, fo greatly are they addicled to floth and in¬ 
dolence. The working of the plough here is fo labori¬ 
ous from the ffiffnefs of the foil, that it frequently re¬ 
quires near twenty oxen to one plough. The fowing 
feafon is in July, and the harveft about Chriffmas. 1 he 
corn is not thraflied with a flail, but trod out by horfes 
or oxen, on an artificial floor made of cow-dung, ffraw', 
and w'ater, which when mixed together cements, and 
foon becomes perfecffly hard. It is laid in an oval 
form. The cattle are confined by halters w’hlch run 
from one to the other, and the driver ffands in the 
middle, where he exercifes a long ffick to keep them 
continually to a quick pace. By this method half 
a dozen horfes will do more in one day, than a 
dozen men can in a week. A tythe of the corn belongs 
to the Dutch Company, and the reff they purchafe 
at a price ffipulated between them and the huf- 
bandmen. 

We have already obferved of the inhabitants of the 
Cape, that their number bears a greater proportion to 
the natives and ffrangers, than thofe in Batavia; and 
have only to add, that the women in general are very 
handfomc; they have fine clear Ikins, and a bloom ot 
colour that indicates a purity of conffitution, and high 
health. They make the beff wives in the world, both 
as miffreffes of a family and mothers, and there is 
fcarccly a houfc that docs not fwarm with children. 
The common method in which ffrangers live here, is 
to lodge and board with fome of the inhabitants, many 
of whofe houfes are always open for their reception; 
the rates are from five fliillings, to two a day, for which 
all necelfaries arc found. Coaches xnay be hired at 
tw enty-four flfillings a day, and horfes at fix; but the 
country affords very little temptation to ufe them. 
There are no public entertainments, and to thofe that 
are private, all ffrangers of the rank of gentlemen are 
always admitted. 

We come now to fpeak of the Caffres or natives of 
this country, none of w hofe habitations, where they re¬ 
tain their original cuffoms, are within lefs than four 
days journey from Cape Tow n; thofe that w'c faw at the 
Cape were all fervants to Dutch farmers, whofe cattle 
they take care of, and arc employed in other drudgefy 
of the meaneff kind. There arc fixtcen Hottentot 
nations, which inhabit this fouthcni promontory; at 
Icaff, there arc fo many that hold a correlpondcnce w ith 
the Dutch, though it is prefumed, there arc many more 
to the northward. 

The ffature of the ffottentot men is from five to fix 
feet in height. I'hcir bodies arc proportionable, and 
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veil made : they are feldom either too fat or lean, and 

fcarcc ever any crooked or deformed perfons amongfl: 
them, any farther than they disfigure their children 
thcmfclves by flatting and breaking the grifiles of their 
nofes, looking on a flat nofc as a beauty. Their heads 
as well as their eyes, are rather of the largefl:: their lips 
are naturally thick; their hair black and fliort like the 
negroes, and they have exceeding white teeth : and after 
they have taken a great deal of pains with greafe and 
foot to darken their natural tawny complexions, re- 
femble the negroes pretty much in colour. The women 
are much Icfs than the men; and what is mofl: remark¬ 
able in them, is a callous flap or (kin that falls over the 
pudenda, and in a manner conceals it. The report of 
which ufuallv excites the curiofity of the European 
failors, to vifit the Hottentot villages near the cape, 
where a great many of thofe ladies, on feeing a ftranger, 
will offer to fatisfy his curiofity for a half-penny, before 
a crowd of people, w'hich perfectly fpoils the charadlcr 
that Mr. Kolbcn has given of their modefty. 

The head of the men arc covered with greafe and foot 
mixed together; and going without any thing elfe on 
their heads in the fummer-time, the duff flicks to it, 
and makes them a very filthy cap, which they fay cools 
them, and preferves their heads from the fcorching 
heat of the fun; and in the winter, they wear flat caps 
of cat-(kin or lamb-fkin, half dried, w hich they tie w ith 
a thong of the fame leather under their chins. l*he 
men alfo wear a kroffe or mantle, made of Ihccp-lkins 
or other fkins, over their flioulders, which reaches to 
the middle; and, being faflened with a thong about 
their neck, is open before. In winter they turn the 
woolly or hairy fides next their backs, and in fummer 
the other; this ferves the man for his bed at night; and 
this is all thewinding-flicetor coffin he has w hen he dies. 
If he be a captain of a village, or chief of his nation, 
inflead of a Ihcep-fkin, his mantle is made of tyger- 
Ikins, wild cat-fkins, or fome other fkins they fet a 
value upon: but though thefe mantles reach no lowTr, 
generally, than their w aifls, yet there are fome nations 
w ho wear them as low as their legs, and others that 
have them touch the ground. 

A Hottentot alfo hangs about his neck a greafy pouch, 
In which he keeps hi.s knife, his pipe and tobacco, and 
fome dahka (which intoxicates like tobacco) and a 
little piece of wood, burnt at both ends, as a charm 
againfl witchcraft. He wears alfo three large ivory 
rings on his left arm, to which he faflens a bag of pro- 
vilions when he travels. He carries in his right hand 
rwo flicks, the firfl called his kirri, which is about three 
feet long, and an inch thick, but blunt at both ends j 
the other, called his rackum-ftick, about a foot long, 
and of the fame thicknefs, but has a (harp point, and is 
ufed as a dart, to throw at an enemy or w'ild beaft; 
which he feldom miffes, if he be within diflance. In 
his left hand he has another flick, about a foot long, to 
which is faflened a tail of a fox or wild cat; and this 
ferves him as a handkerchief to wipe off the fwcat. 
I hey wear a kind of fandals, alfo made of the raw 
hide of an ok or elephant, when they are obliged to 
travel through floncy countries; and fometimes have 
bnikins, to preferve their legs from bufhes and briars; 
but ordinarily their legs and thighs have no covering. 

T. he womc'n wear caps, the crow ns whereof are a little 
railed j and thefe arc made of half dried fkins, and tied 
under their chins. 'They fcarcc ever put them oft’ night 
or day, w inter or fummer. I’hey ufually wear two krofles 
or mantles, oncupon another, and, as thcfcare only fiiften- 
€d w itli a thong, about their necks, they appear naked 
down to the miildlc: but they have an apron, larger than 
that of the men to cover them before, and another of flill 
larger dimenfions that cover their hind parts. About 
their legs they vvmp thongs of half dried fkins, to the 
u vvhich are fuch a load to them, 

that they lift up their legs with difficulty, and walk very 
bke a trooper in jack boots: this ferves both for 
? diftmclion of their fex, and for ornament. But this 
finery ; if they arc people of any figure, 
^ ^ flicep Ikin, they wear a tyger Ikin, or a 

t^ancic of wild cat fkin. They have alfo a pouch 
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hanging about ticir necks, in which n.ey ^.any u.n.e- 

thing to eat whether they are at home or abroad, 
with their dahka, tobacco, and pipe. But the pr ncipal 
ornaments both of men and women are brals or glafs 
beads, w ith little thin plates of glittering brafs and 
mother of pearl, which they wear in their hair, or about 
their ears. Of thefe glafs or brafs beads ftrung, they alfo 
make necklaces, bracelets for the anns, and girdles, 
w'caring fcvcral firings of them about their necks, waill, 
and arms, chufing the fmallcfl beads for their necks; 
thofe are finefl that have mofl firings of them, and their 
arms are fometimes covered with bracelets from the 
wrift to the elbow% The largefl beads are on the firings 
about the middle; in theS they affecfl a variety of 
colours, all of which the Dutch furnifli them w ith, 
and take their cattle in return. There is another kind 
of ornament peculiar to the men, and that is, the blad¬ 
der of any wdld beaft they have killed, which is blown 
up, and faflened to the hair as a trophy of their valour. 
Both fexes pow'der themfclves W'ith a duft they call 
bachu; and the w'omen fpot their faces with a red earth 
or ftone (as ours do with black patches) which is thought 
to add to their beauty, by the natives; but, in the eyes 
of Europeans, renders them more frightful and fliocking 
than they arc naturally. But as part of their drefs, wc 
ought te have mentioned, in the firft place, the cuftom 
of daubing their bodies, and the infidc of their caps and 
mantles, with greafe and foot. Soon after their children 
are born, they lay them in the fun, or by the fire, and 
rub them over with fat or butter, mixed with foot, to 
render them of a deeper black, it is faid; for they arc 
naturally tawny: and this they continue to do almoft 
every day of their lives, after they are grown up, not 
only to incrcafe their beauty, but to render their limbs 
fupple and pliable. As fome nations pour oil upon their 
heads and bodies, fo thefe people make ufc of melted 
fat: you cannot make them a more acceptable prefent 
than the fat or feumof the pot that meat is boiled in, to 
anoint themfelves. 

Nor arc the Hottentots more cleanly in their diet 
than in their drefs; for they choofc the guts and entrails 
of cattle and of fome wild bcafts (with very little clcanf- 
ing), rather than the reft of the flcfli, and eat their meat 
half boiled or broiled; but their principal food con- 
fifts of roots, herbs, fruits or milk : they feldom kill any 
of thofe cattle, unlcfs at a feftival; they only feed on 
fuch as die of themfelves, either of difeafes or old age, 
or on what they take in hunting; and, when they arc 
hard put to it, they w'ill eat the raw leather that is 
wound about the womens legs, and even foies of fliocs; 
and, as their mantles are always w'cll flocked wdth lice 
of an unufual lize, they arc not afliamcd to fit dow n in 
the public ftrccts at the cape, pull off’ the lice, and cat 
them. And we ought to have remembered, that they 
boil their meat in the blood of bcafts when they have 
any of it. They rather devour their meat than eat it, 
pulling it to pieces with their teeth and hands, difeover- 
ing a canine appetite and fiercenefs: they abftain, how'- 
ever, from fwines-flefli, and fome other kinds of meat, 
and from fifli that have no fcalcs, as religioully as ever 
the Jews did. And here it may not be improper to fay 
fomething of the management of their milk and butter: 
they never ftrain their milk, but drink it with all the 
hairs and naftinefs with w'hich it is mixed in the milking 
by the Hottentot w^omen. When they make butter of 
it, they put it into fbmc fkin made in the form of a 
foldier’s knapfack, the hairy fide inwards; and then two 
of them taking hold of it, one at each end, they whirl 
and turn it round till it is converted into butter, which 
they put up for anointing themfelves, their caps and 
mantles with, for they eat no butter; and the reft they 
fell to the Dutch, without clearing it from the hairs and 
dirt it contracts in the knapfack. The Hollanders, 
when they have it indeed, endeavour to feparate the 
naftinefs from it, and fell it to the Ibipping, that arrives 
there, frequently for butter of their own making; and 
fome they cat themfelves (but furcly none but a Dutch¬ 
man could cat Hottentot butter) and the dregs and 
dirt that is left they give to their flaves; which having 
been found to create difeafes, the governor of the ppe 
2 13 fometimes 
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fometimes prohibits their giving their Haves this Iluft by 
public edidt; which is not, however, much regarded. 
The butter-milk, without any manner of cleaning or 
draining, the Hottentots drink themfelves; giving 
what they have to fpare to their lambs and calves. 
Their ufual drink is cow's milk or water, and the wo¬ 
men fometimes drink ewe's milk; but this the men 
never touch: and it is obferved, that the women are 
never fuffered to eat with the men, or come near them, 
during the time of their menfes. 

Since the arrival of the Dutch among them, it ap¬ 
pears that the Hottentots are very fond of wine, brandy, 
and other fpirituous. liquors: thefe, and the baubles 
already mentioned, the Hollanders truck for their cat¬ 
tle ; and though a Hottentot will turn fpit for a Dutch¬ 
man half a day for a draught or two of four wine, yet 
do they never attempt to plant vineyards (as they fee 
the Dutch often do) or think of makingwine themfelves. 

We fliallproceed, in the next place, to givean account 
of their towns and houfes, or rather, their camps and tents. 

Like the Tartars and Arabs, they remove their dwel¬ 
lings frequently for the convcniency of water and frefli 
pafture : they encamp in a circle formed by twenty or 
thirty tents, and fometimes twice the number, contigu¬ 
ous to each other; within the area whereof they keep 
•their Icffer cattle in the night, and the larger on the 
oiitlide of their camp: their tents, or, as fome call 
them, houfes, are made with fiender poles, bent like 
an arch, and covered with mats or fkins, and fome¬ 
times both : they are of an oval figure, the middle of 
the tent being about die height of a man, and de- ^ 
crcaling gradually (the poles being fliorter) towards 
each end, the loweft arch, which is the door or en¬ 
trance, being about three feet high, as is the oppofite 
arch at the other end; the longed diameter of the tent 
being about twelve or fourteen feet, and the fliorteft 
ten; and in the middle of the tent is a fhallow hole 
about a yard diameter, in which they make their fire, 
and round which the whole family, confiding of nine 
or ten people of all ages and fexes, fit or lie night and 
day in fuch a fmoak (when it is cold, or they are dref- 
fing of viduals) that it is impoffible for an European 
to bear it, there being ufually no vent for the fmoak 
but the door, though fome have feen a hole in the top 
of fome of their huts, to let out the fmoak, and give 
them light. Such a circle of tents or huts as has been 
deferibed, is called by the Hottentots a kraal, and fome¬ 
times by the Europeans a town or village; but feems 
to be more properly a camp: for a town confifts of 
more fubftantial buildings, and is feldom capable of 
being removed from one place to anothbr; whereas 
thefe dwellings confift of nothing more than fmall 
tent-poles, covered with ikins or mats,wdiich are move¬ 
able, and carried away upon their baggage oxen when¬ 
ever they remove with their herds to a dillant pafture. 
As to-the furniture of their tents,- they confift of little 
more than their mantles which they lie on, fome other 
Hvins of wild beads they have killed or purehafed, an 
earthen pot they boil their meat in, theit arms, and 
perhaps fome other trivial utenfils. The only domcftick 
animals they keep, arc dogs, as ugly in their kind as 
their mafters, but exceeding ufeful to them in driving 
and defending their cattle. • 

'Fhc Hottentots arc agreed by all to be the lazieft ge¬ 
neration under the fun': they w'ill rather ftarve, or eat 
dried Ikins, or ftioe foies at home, than hunt for their 
food; and yet, when they apply' themfelves to the 
chace, or any other cxercife, no people arc more aeftive 
and dexterous than the Hottentots; and they ferve the 
Europeans often with the greateft fidelity and applica¬ 
tion, when they contradt to ferve then! for w'ages: 
they are alfo exceeding generous and holjpitable ; they 
will fcarce eat a piece of venifon, or a dilli of ftfli they 
have catched, or drink their beloved drams alone, but 
ca ll in their neighbours to partake with them-as far as it 

villgo* 

Concerning their government, people agree, that 
every nation has its king or chief, called konquer, whofe 
authority devolves upon him by hereditary fuccelfion; 
and that they do not pretend to.elect their refpedlivc 
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fovercigns. That this chief has the power of inaking 
peace and war, and prefides in all their councils and 
courts ofjuftice: but then his authoi-ity is faid to be 
limited ; and that he can determine nothing without 
the confent of the captains of the fevcral kraals, who 
feem to be the Hottentot fenate. The captain of every 
kraal, whofe office is hereditary alfo, is their leader in 
time of war, and chief magiftratc of his kraal in time 
of peace; and, with the head of cveiy family, deter¬ 
mines all civil and-criminal caufes within the kraal; 
onjy fuch dilferences as happen between one kraal and 
another,-and matters ol ftate, are determined by the 
king and fenate. The Dutch, fmcc their arrival at 
the cape, Imve prefented the king, or chief of every 
nation of the Hottentots in alliance with them, with a 
brafs crown; and the captains' of- each kraal with a 
brafs-headed canc, which are now the badges of their 
refpedive offices ; formerly they werediftinguifhed only 
by finer Ikins, and a greater variety of beads and glit- 
tering trifles. In their councils their king fits on his 
heels in the center, and the captains of the kraals fit 
in like manner round about him. At his acceffion, it 
is faid, he promifes to obfen^c their national cuftoms; 
and gives them an entertainment, killing an ox, and 
two or three fticep, upon the occafion ; on which he 
feafts his captains, but their wives are only entertained 
with the broth: but. then the next day, we are told, her 
Hottentot majefty treats the ladies, and their hufbands 
are put off in like manner with the foup. 

The captain of each kraal alfo, at his acceffion, en¬ 
gages to obferve the cuftoms of his kraal, and makes 
ah entertainment for the men, as his lady does the next 
day for the. women ; and, though thefe people fhew 
their chiefs great refped, they allow neither their king 
or inferior magiftrates any revenue; they fubfift, as 
other families do, upon their ftock of cattle, and what 
they take in hunting. 

Having no notion of writing or letters, they can have 
no w ritten laws ; but there are fome antient cuftoms, 
from which they fcarce ever deviate. Murder, adul¬ 
tery and robbery, they conftancly punifh with death; 
and, if a perfon is fufpedled of any of thefe crimes, 
the whole kraal join in feizing and fecuring him; but 
the guilty perfon fometimes makes hjs efcape to the 
mountains, wffiere robbers and criminals like himfelf^ 
fecure themfelves from jufticc, and frequently plunder 
the neighbouring country ; for no other kraal or nation 
of Hottentots will entertain a ft ranger, unlefs he is 
knowai to them, and can give a good reafon for leaving 
his own kraal. If the oifender is apprehended, the cap¬ 
tain alTembles the people of his kraal in a day or two; 
who, making a ring, and fitting dowm upon their 
heels, the criminal is placed in the center of them the 
witnefles on both fides are heard, and the party fuftcred 
to make his defence: after which, the cafe being con- 
fidcred, the captain colledls the fuiffirages of thejudges; 
and, if a majority condemn him, the prifoncr is exe¬ 
cuted on the fpot. The captain firft ftrikes him wfith a 
truncheon he carries in his hand, and then the reft oi 
the judges fall upon him and drub him to death: then 
wrapping up the corpfe in his krofl'e or mantle, it is 
carried to fome place diftant from the kraal, where they 
bury it. In civil cafes alfo, the caufe is determined by 
a majority of voices, and fatisfadion immediately or¬ 
dered to the injured perfon, out of the goods of the 
perfon that appears to be in the wrong. There is no 
appeal to any other court: the king and his council, 
confifting of the captains of the kraals, never interpofe 
unlefs in matters that concern the public, or where the 
kraals are at variance. To which we may add, that 
the Hottentot’s cattle and peifonal eftate defeend to 
his cldeft fon : he cannot difinherit him, or give his 
eflFcds to his other children; but, as for property in 
lands, or any certain real eftate, no man has any; the 
whole country is but one common, wfficre they feed 
their cattle promifcuoufly, moving from place to place, 
to find water or frefli pafture as ncceffity requires. Even 
the fevcral nations have no ftated bounds; but ufe fuch 
trads of land as their anceftors did before them : it is 
true, their refpedive limits fometimes create great dit- 
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ferences between the fcveral nations, and occafion 
bloody wars; which brings us now to treat of their 
arms, and the arts and ftratagems they ufc in war. 

The amis of a Hottentot are, i. tiis lance, which 
rcfembles a half-pike, fometimes thrown, and ufed as a 
miflive weapon ; and at others, ferves to pulh with in 
clofe fight, the head or fpear whereof is poifoned. 
2. His bow and arrows, the arrows bearded and poi¬ 
foned likewife, when they engage an enemy or wild 
bcaft they do not intend for food. Tlieir bows are made 
of iron, or olive-wood; the firing, of the finews or 
guts of fome animal: the quiver is a long narrow cafe, 
^ade of the Ikin of an elephant, elk, or ox, and Hung 
at their backs, as foldiers .(ling their knaplacks. 3. A 
dart of a foot long, which they throw exceeding true, 
fcarce ever miffing the mark they aim at, though it is 
not above the breadth of half a crown; thefe alfo are 
poifoned, when they engage an enemy or a wild bcafi 
that is not to be eaten: and lartly, when they have 
fpent the reft of their milfive weapons, they have re- 
courfe to ftones, feldom making a difeharge in vain ; 
and, what is moft remarkable in their fiiooting or 
throwing arrows, darts, or ftones, they never ftand ftill, 
but are all the while fkipping and jumping from one 
fide to the other, poffibly to avoid the ftones and darts 
of the enemy. They are all foot, and never engage on 
horfeback ,* but have difeiplined bulls or oxen taught to 
run upon the enemy, and to tofs and diforder them ; 
which thefe creatures will do with the utmoft fury on 
the word of command, not regarding the weapons that 
arc thrown at them: for though the Hottentots have 
numbers of large elephants in their country, they have 
not yet learned the art of taming them, or training 
them up Lo war, as the military men in the Eaft Indies 
do. Every able bodied man is a foldier, and pofiefled 
of a fet of fuch arms as has been deferibed; and on 
the fummons of his prince, appears at the rendezvous 
with all imaginable alacrity and contempt of danger, 
and eveiy man maintains himfelf while the expedition 
lads. As their officers, civil and military, have no pay, 
fo neither do the private men expect any; a fenfe of ho¬ 
nour, and the public good, arc the foie motives for ha¬ 
zarding their lives in their country’s fcrvice. 

The Hottentots, in war, have very little conception 
of difeipline, nor indeed isitpoffible they ftiould ; for 
the only method of raifmg an army, is, for the kraal 
captains to order the people to follow them; the ofily 
method of maintaining one, is by hunting as they 
march : and the only way of deciding a difpute between 
two nations, is, by fighting one battle; the fiicccfs of 
which determines the whole affair. In an engagement^ 
they attack with an hideous yell, fight in great confu- 
fion, and put more confidence in their \varoxen than 
their own Ikill: for, as we have hinted above, thefe 
animals, when trained to the bufinefs, arc better difei¬ 
plined and much more formidable, than the Hotten¬ 
tots themfclves. The principal inducements to their 
entering into a war at any time, is the prefervation of 
their terntories. As they have no land marks or writ¬ 
ten treaties to adjuft the exaCb bounds of every nation, 
t^hey frequently difagrcc about the limits of their rc- 
fpecHvc countries ; and, wfficn any neighbouring nation 
puzes their cattle upon a fpot of ground another claims, 
latisfacfiion is immediately dciiiandcd; and, if it be not 
gtven, they make reprifals, and have rccourfe to arms, 
^t this is not the only occafion of wars amongft the 
Hottentots: they arc not always that chaftc and vir¬ 
tuous people Mr, Kolbcn has reprefented them ; fome 
tcrnptmg Helen (for Hottentots pollibly may appear 
amiable in one another’s eyes; with all the greafe and 
carnon they arc cloathed with) has fmitten a neigh- 
ouring chief, perhaps, who prevails on his people to 
» ut hmi in the rape of the defired female; and this 
requcntly fets their tribes together by the ears. The 
ca ing each others cattle is another caufe of deadly 
j though each kraal punifiics theft among 
rnir death, yet it is looked upon as an hc- 
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When they march into the field, every man follovs 
his particular captain, the chief of his kraal: they 
obferve little order; neither do they take the precau¬ 
tion of throwing up trenches to defend thcmfelvcs: 
and what is ftill more furprifing, have no fliickls to 
defend themfclves againft miffive weapons, though 
fome fay they will ward off a lance or dart, arid even a 
ftonc, with a little truncheon about a foot long, which 
they carry in their hand. The fcveral companies ad¬ 
vance to the charge, at the command of their chief; 
and, when thofc in the front have ffiot one flight 
of arrows, they retreat and make i*oom lor thofc in the 
rear; and, when they have difeharged, the former ad¬ 
vance again, and thus alternately they continue till they 
have fpent all their miffive weapons, and then they 
have rccourft to ftones, unlcfs they arc firft broken and 
difperfed by a troop of bulls; for the wife chiefs and ge¬ 
nerals of each lidc, according to the European pradticc^ 
remaining on an eminence in the rear, ta obicrve the 
fortune of the day, when they obferve their people ard 
hard prefied, give the word of command to their corps 
dc referve of bulls, who break into the body of the 
enemy, and generally bring all into confulion; and 
that fide that preferves their order beft, on this furious 
attack of thofc bulls of Bafan. arc furc to be viflp- 
rious. The Ikill of the general feems to be chiefly in 
managing his bulls ; who never charge each other, but 
fpend their whole rage upon the men, who have, it 
feems, no dogs of Englilh breed to play againfithem> 
or this ftratagem would be of little fervicc: but we 
fliould have obferved, that as the battle always begins 
with horrid cries andnbile, which perhaps fupplies the 
place of drums and tmmpcts; fo the viiftors infult with 
no lefs noife over the conquered enemy, killing all that 
fall into their hands: but they feldom fight more than 
one battle, fome neighbouring power ufually interpofing 
to make up the quarrel; and of late the Dutch per- 
fomi this good office, between fuch nations as lie near 
their fcttlemcnts. From their wrars with each other, wc 
naturally proceed to their wars with wild beafls, with 
which their countiy abounds more than any other; thefe 
people, it feems, efteem it a much greater honour to 
have killed one of thefe foes to mankind, than an 
enemy of their own fpccics. 

Inftances arc not wanting of a Hottentot’s engaging 
fingly with the ficrceft wild beafls, and killing them j 
but ufually the whole kraal or village aflemblc, when a 
wild bcaft is difeovered in their neighbourhood, and, 
dividing themfclves in fmall parties, endeavour to fur- 
round him. Having found their enemy, they ufually 
fet up a great cry, at which the frighted animal endea¬ 
vours to break through and cfcapc them: if it prove 
to be a rhinoceros, an elk, or elephant, they throw their 
lances at him, darts and arrows being too weak to pierce 
through their thick hides: if the bcaft be not killed at 
the firft difeharge, they repeat the attack, and load him 
with their fpcars ; and, as he runs with all his rage at 
the perfbns who wound him, thofc in his rear follow 
him clofc, and ply him with their (pears, on whom he 
turns again, but is overpowered by his enemies, who 
conftantly return to the charge, when his back is to¬ 
wards them, and fcarce ever fail of bringing the crea¬ 
ture down, before he has taken his revenge on any of 
them. How hazardous foever fuch an engagement 
may appear to an European, thefe people make it their 
fport; and have this advantage, that they are exceed¬ 
ing fvvift of foot, and fcarce ever mifs the mark they 
aim at with their fpears: if one of them is hard prefled 
by the brute, he is fure to be relieved by his compa¬ 
nions, who never quit the field till the beaft is killed, 
or makes his cfcapc: though they fometimes dexte- 
roufly avoid the adverfary, they immediately return to 
the charge, fubduing the ficrccft cither by firatagem or 
force. When attacking a lion, a leopard, or a tyger, 
their darts and arrows are of fervice to them; and 
therefore they begin the engagement at a greater dif- 
tance, than when they charge an elephant or ihino- 
ccros ; and the creature has a wood of darts and ar¬ 
rows upon his back, before he can approach his ene¬ 
mies', which make him fret ajid rage and fly at them 

with 














































ioo 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


with the greateft fury; but thofc he attacks, nimbly 
avoid his paws, while others purfue him, and finilh 
the conqueft with their fpears. Sometimes a lion 
takes to his heels, with abundance of poifoned darts 
and arrows in his flcfli: but, the poifon beginning to 
operate, he foon falls, and becomes a prey to thofe he 
would have pre^-ed upon. The elephant, the rhino¬ 
ceros, and the elk, arc frequently taken in traps and 
pitfalls, without any manner of hazard. The ele¬ 
phants are dbferved to go in great companies to water, 
following in a file one after another, and ufually take the 
fame road till they arc dilhirbed: the Hottentots there¬ 
fore dig pits in their paths, about eight feet deep, and 
four and live over; in which they fix lharp ftakes 
pointed with iron, and then cover the pit with fmall 
flicks and turf, fo as it is not difcernablc: and as thefc 
animals ufually keep in one track, frequently one or 
other of them falls in with his fore feet into the pit, and 
the flake pierces his body; the more he flruggles, the 
deeper the weight of his monflrous body fixes him on 
the flake. When the reft of the herd obferve the mis¬ 
fortune of their companion, and find he cannot difen- 
gage himfelf, they immediately abandon him: where¬ 
upon the Hottentots, w ho lie concealed, in expedation 
of the fuccefs of their ftratagem, approach the w ound¬ 
ed bead, ftab him w ith their fpears, and cut his largeft 
veins, fo that he foon expires; whereupon they cut him 
to pieces, and, carr)'ing the flefh home, feaft upon it 
as long as it lafts. His teeth they make into rings for 
their arms, and, w^hen they have any ivory to fpare, 
difpofc of it to the Europeans. The rhinoceros and 
elk are frequently tiiken in pitfalls, as the elephants are. 
I'he Hottentot, w’ho kills any of thefc, or a lion, leo¬ 
pard, or tyger, fmgly, has the higheft honour conferred 
upon him, and fcveral privileges, which belong only to 
fuch intrepid heroes. At his return from this hazard¬ 
ous and important fervicc, the men of the kraal depute 
one of the feniors to congratulate him on his victory, 
and defire that he will honour them with his prefence; 
whereupon he follow’s the old deputy to the alfcmbly, 
whom he finds, according to cuftom, fitting upon their 
heels in a circle; and, a mat of diftindion being laid 
for him in the center, he fets himfelf down upon it: 
after which the old deputy urines plentifully upon him, 
w hich the hero rubs in with great eagemefs, having firft 
fcratchcd the greafe off his fkin with his nails; the de¬ 
puty all this while pronouncing fome words unintelli¬ 
gible to any but thcmfelves. After this, they light a 
pipe of tobacco, which they faioke and hand one to 
anoihcr till there remain nothing but aflics in the pipe, 
and thefe the old deputy ftrews over the gallant man, 
w ho rubs them in as they fall upon him, not futfering 
the lead dull to be loft. After which the neighbours 
ha\ ing fcvenilly congratulated him on his advancement 
to the high honour, they difperfe, and go to their rc- 
fpedive tents. The conqueror, afterwards, faftens 
the bladiicr of the furious bcaft he has killed to his 
hair, which he ever after wears as a badge of his knight¬ 
hood ; and is from that time eftcemed by every one a 
brave man, and a benefadlor to his country. When 
retired to his tent, his neighbours feem to vie which of 
them lhall oblige him moft, and are, for the next three 
<lays, continually fending him one delicious morfel or 
otlicr ; nor do they call upon him to perform duty du¬ 
ring that time, but fuffer him to indulge his eafe: but, 
what is ftillmore unaccountable, his wife, or wives, (for 
he may have more than one) are not allowed to come 
near him for three diiys after this honour is conferred 
on him ; but they arc forced to ramble about the fields, 
and to keep to a fpare diet, left they ftiould, as Mr. 
Kolben fiirmifcs, tempt the hufbands to their embraces: 
but on the third day in the evening, we are told the wo¬ 
men return to the tent, are received with the utmoft 
joy and tendernefs; mutual congrafilations pafs be¬ 
tween them ; a fat ftiecp is killed, and their neighbours 
invited to the fiaft, where the prowefs of the hero, and 
the honour he hits obtained, arc the chief fubjed of their 
converfation. 

I'herc is fcarce any wild bcaft, but the flefti is goed 
eating, if it be not killed with poifonous weapons; but 
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the tyger is the moft delicious morfel; and as the w^hole 
kraal partake of the feaft, the perfon who kills him 
meets with a double fliarc of praife, as he both rids 
the country of an enemy, and pleafes their palates. 
But to return to the field fports of the Hottentots: 
when they hunt a deer, a wild goat, or a hare, they 
go fmgly, or but two or three in company, armed only 
with a dart or two, and feldom mifs the game they 
throw’ at: yet, as has been obferved already, fo long 
as they have any manner of food left, if it be but the 
raw hides of cattle, or ftioe foies, they will hardly be 
perfuaded to ftir to get more ; though it is true, when 
they apprehend their cattle in danger from wild beafts, 
no people arc more adivc, or purfue the chafe of them 
with greater alacrity and bravery. From hunting, we 
proceed to treat of their fiftiing; at which they arc very 
expert; taking fifti with angles, nets, and fpears; and 
they get a certain fifti, called rock-fifti, particularly by 
groping the holes of the rocks near the ftiore, when the 
tide is out: thefe are mightily admired by the Euro¬ 
peans ; but having no fcales, the Hottentots will not 
cat them. 

The manner of the Hottentot’s fwimming, is as par¬ 
ticular as of his fiftiing; for he ftands upright in the 
fca, and rather w’alks and treads the water, than fvvims 
upon it, his head, neck, and fhoulders being quite 
above the w’aves, as well as his arms, and yet they move 
fafter in the water than any European can; even in a 
ftorm, when the weaves run high they will venture into 
the fea, rifing and falling with the weaves like a cork. 

The next thing we lhall notice, is the marriages of 
the Hottentots: and it feems, every young fellow has 
fuch regard to the advice of his father, (or rather the 
laws and cuftoms of the country require it) that he al¬ 
ways confults the old man before he enters into a treaty 
with his miftrefs, and if he approves the match, the 
father and fon, in the firft place, pay a vifit to the fa¬ 
ther of the damfel, with whom having fmoaked, and 
talked of indifferent things for fome time, the father 
of the lover opens the matter to the virgin’s father, who 
having confulted his wife, returns an anfwer immedi¬ 
ately to the propofal: if it be rejedled, the lover and 
his father retire without more words ; but if the offer 
be approved by the old folks, the damfel is called, and 
acquainted, that they have provided a hufband for her; 
as (he muft fubmit to their determination, unlefs flie 
can hold her lover at arms end, after a night’s ftrug- 
gling; for we are told, that when the parents are agreed, 
the two young people are put together, and if the vir¬ 
gin lofes her maidenhead, Ihe muft have the young fel¬ 
low, though ftie be never fo averfe to the match : but 
then llie is permitted to pinch and femteh, and defend 
hcrfelf as well as Ihc can; and if ftie holds out till 
morning, the lover returns without his miftrefs, and 
makes no further attempts; but if he fubdues her, flic 
is his wife to all intents and purpofes, without further 
ceremony ; and the next day the man kills a fat ox, or 
more, according to his circumftances, for the wedding 
dinner, and the entertainment of their friends, who 
rcfbrt to them upon the occafion, bringing abundance 
of good wiilics tor the happinefsof the married couple, 
as is ufual among politer people. The ox is no fooncr 
killed, but the company get each fome of the fat, and 
greafe thcmfelves with it from head to foot, powdering 
thcmfelves afterwards with buchu, and the women, to 
add to their charms, make red fpots with okcr, or red 
chalk, on.their blackfaces. The entertainment being 
ready, the men fomi a circle in the area of the kraal 
(for a large company cannot fit within doors) and the 
women form another; the bridegroom fitting in the 
middle of the men’s circle, and the bride in the center 
of her own fcx. Then the prieft enters the men’s cir¬ 
cle, and urines upon the bridegroom, which the young 
man rubs in very joyfully. He then goes to the ladies 
circle, where he does the bride the fame favour. 'Ihcn 
the old man goes from the bride to the brid«grooni,till 
he has exhaufted all his ftore. The prieft then pro¬ 
nounces his benedidion in thefe words: " That they 
may live long and happily together; that they may 
have a fon before the end of the year; and that he may 
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prove a brave man, and an expert hunrfman, and the 
hke.” After which, the meat is lervcd up in earthen 
pots glazed with greafe; and forae of them having 
knives lince the Europeans came amongft them, they 
divide their meat pretty decently; but more of them 
makcufeof their teeth and claws, pulling it to pieces, 
and eating it as voracioufly as fo many dogs, having 
no other plates or napkins than the (linking corners of 
the napkins they wear; and fea fliells without handles 
ufually ferve them for fpoons. When they have dined, 
a pipe is filled with tobacco, which they fmoke all 
round, every one taking two or three whitts, and then 
handing it to the next. It is fin^lar, that though the 
Hottentots are immoderately fond of fpirituous li¬ 
quors, mufic and dancing, yet they do not drink the 
firft, nor pradife the latter at weddings. 

The Hottentots allow of polygamy; but feldomhavc 
more than three wives at a time; and it feems it is death 
to marry or lie with a firft or fecond coufin, or any near 
relation. A father feldom gives his fon more than tv>o 
or three cows, and as many ftjcep, upon his marriage, 
and with thefe he muft make his way in the world ; 
and we do not find they give more with their daughters 
than a cow, or a couple of llieep; but the latter are to 
be returned to the father, if the bride dies without 
having had any children : on the contrary, if Ihe ever 
bore any children to her hulband, the portion becomes 
his, even though the children arc defund:. They do 
hot leave their daughters, or younger fons, any thing 
when they die; but all the children depend upon the 
eldeft brother, and are his fervants, or rather (laves, 
when the father is dead, unlefs the elder brother infran-r 
chife them ; nor has the mother any thing to fubfift on, 
but w'hat the eldeft fon allows her. There being no 
great fortunes among them, they match purely for 
love; an agreeable companion is all their greateft men 
aim at: their chiefs intermarry frequently wnth the 
pooreft man’s daughter; and a brave fellow, who has 
no fortune, docs not dcfpair of matching with the 
daughter of a prince, A widow, who marries a fccond 
time, is obliged to cut off a joint of one of her fingers; 
and fo for every hulband (he marries after the firft. Ei¬ 
ther man or woman may be divorced, on (hewing fuf- 
ficient caufe before the captain and the reft of the kraal; 
the woman, however, muft not marry again, though 
the man is allowed to marry, and have as many wives 
as he pleafes at the fame time. A young Hottentot 
nper is mafter of a hut or tent till he marries, unlefs 
his father dies and leaves him one: therefore the firft 
bulinefs the bride and bridegroom apply thcmfelves to, 
after their marriage feaft, is to cred: a tent or hut of all 
new materials, in which work the woman has as great a 
(hare as the man; and this taking them up about a 
week’s time, the new married couple are entertained in 
the mean time in the tents of fome of their relations. 
When they refort to their new apartment, and come to 
keep houfc together, the wife feems to have much the 
greateft (hare of the trouble of it: (he fodders the cat¬ 
tle, milks them, cuts out the firing, fearches every 
morning for roots for their food, brings them home, 
and boils or broils them, while the drone of a hufband 
lies indolently at home, and w'ill fcarce give himfclf the 
trouble ot getting up to cat when the food is provided 
lor him by the drudge his w ife. The more wives he 
has, (till the more indolent life he leads, the care of 
making proviiion for the family being thrown upon 
them. It is raiefbe will, in his turn, attend his cattle 
m the field ; but expeds every one of his wives (liould 
do, at leaft, as much towards taking care of them as 
he docs. He will alfo, fometimes, but very rarely go 
a hunting with the men of his kraal, and bring home a 
piece ot ycnifon, ora di(h of filh; but this is not of- 
en; and if he is of any handicraft trade, he may work at 
It two or three hours in a w eek, and inftrud his chil- 
ren in the art. He alfo takes upon him to fell his 
ttc, and purchafe tobacco, and ftrong l iquors of the 
utch, with neceffary tools, beads and ocher orna- 
• "'^’bich the Hottentots barter aw-ay their cat- 
bur permuted to intermeddle in the 
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prerogative of the man. When a woman brings a liv-, 
ingfon into the world, there is great rejoicing; but the 
firft thing they do with the child, is to daub it-all oycn 
with cow-dung; then they lay it before the fire, or, in, 
the fun, till the dung is dried; after which they rub icf 
ofti and wafh the child with the juice of certain herbs,, 
laying it in the fun, or before the fire again, till the li¬ 
quor is dried in, after which they anoint the child from 
head to foot with butter, or (beeps fat melted, which 
is dried in as thejuice was : and this cuftom of anoint¬ 
ing their bodies with fet, th^ retain afterwards as long, 
as they live. After the child has been thus fmeared 
and greafed, the mother gives it what name (lie thinks 
proper, which is ufually the name of fome wild beaft, 
or domcftic animal. When the woman is well again, 
and able to leave her hut, (lie rubs herfelf all over with 
cow-dung; and this filthy daubing is by thefe delicate 
people termed a purification. Being thus delightfully 
perfumed, and elegantly decorated with llicep’s guts, 
(he is permitted to go abroad, or to fee company at 
home. 

If the woman has twins, and they are girls, the man 
propofes it to the kraal, that he may expofe one of 
them, cither upon pretence of poverty, or that his 
has not milk for them both; and this they ufually in¬ 
dulge one another in ; they do the fame when they have 
a boy or girl; but aUays preferv'c the boys, though 
they happen to have two at a birth. The expofed 
child is carried to a diftance from the kraal; and if 
they can find a cave or hole in the earth, that fome 
wild beaft has made, they put the child alive into it; 
and then having (topped up the mouth of the den with 
(tones or earth, leave it there to (tarv'C : if they cannot 
meet fuch a cavity, they tie the infant to the lower 
bough of a tree, or leave it in fome thicket of bullies, 
where it is frequently deftroyed by wild beafts. They 
do not deal thus, however, as has been obferved, by 
their male children : on the birth of a boy, they kill 
a bullock; and if they have twins, two bullocks ; and 
make an entertaimnent for all the neighbourhood, who 
congratulate the parents on their good fortune; and, as 
w'ith us, the greateft rejoicings aie on the birth of the 
firft fon. 

The males, at about ten years of age, arc always 
deprived of their left tcfticlc; the operation is per¬ 
formed with a dexterity that would furprize an Euro¬ 
pean furgeon, and bad confcquenccs are feldom or ne¬ 
ver known to enfue. A (heep is killed, and great re¬ 
joicings are made upon the occafion ; but it is to be ob¬ 
ferved, that the men devour all the meat, and allow 
the women nothing but the broth. The rcafon of this 
abfurd cuftom of mutilating their male youth is un¬ 
known : fome of the Hottentots fay, it is to make them 
run fwift; but the greateft part of thefe people give 
their general rcafon, which they ufc upon all occafions, 
when they arc unable to account for any of their abfurd 
praeftices *, namely, That it is the Elottentot cuftom; 
and has been praiftifed by their anceftors time imme¬ 
morial. At the age of eighteen, the male Hottentots, 
being deemed men, are admitted into male fo^iety: the 
men of the village (if it may be fo called) fquat down, 
and form a circle, as is ufual upon moft public occa¬ 
fions, the youth fquats down without the circle, at fome 
diftance. The oldeft man of the kraal then rifes from 
the circle, and, having obtained the general confent for 
the admiilion of a new member, he goes to the youth, 
acquaints him with the determination of the men of 
the kraal, and concludes his harangue wdth fome verfes, 
which admonidi him to behave like a man for the fu¬ 
ture. 'I'he youth being then daubed with foot and fat, 
and well fprinklcd with urine, is congratulated by tlic 
company in general in a kind of chorus, which contains 
the following wi(hes: that good fortune may attend 
him, that he may live long, and thrive daily; that ha 
may foon have a beard, and many children; till it is 
univcrfally allowed he is a ufeful man to the nationw A 
feaft concludes the ceremony; but the youth himfclf Is 
not f)crmitted to participate of any part thereof till all 
the reft are ferved. Having been thus admitted into 
male fociety, it is expected that he Ihould behave ill to 
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Women in general, and to his mother in particular, in 
order to evince his contempt of every thing feminine. 
Indeed it is iifiial for a youth as foon as admitted, to go 
to his mother’s hut, and cudgel her heartily, for which 
he is highly applauded by the whole kraal; and even 
the fuifering parent hcrfelf admires him for his fpirit, 
and protells that the blows do not give her fo much 
pain, as the thoughts of having brought fuch a mcttle- 
fome fon into the world afford her plcafure. The more 
ill treatment he gives his mother, the more effeem he 
obtains; and every time he ftrikes her flic is in the 
higheft raptures, and thanks providence for having 
bleffed her with fuch a fpirited child. So egregioufly 
will cuflom counteratfl the very divflates of nature, and 
impofe upon the underftanding of the ignorant. 

It may be proper now to fay fomethingof thofc officers 
amongft them, which the Europeans generally deno¬ 
minate their priefts. Thefe perfons are called furri 
or maftcr, and are ele(fled by every kraal: they are 
the men who perform the ceremony of making water 
at their weddings, and other feftivals ; the furri alfo is 
the perfon who extracts the left tefticlc from the young 
males at eight years of age; for all which he has no 
Hated revenue, but aprefent now and then of a calf or 
a lamb, and makes one at all their entertainments. 
Every kraal alfo has its phyfician, as well as its prieft, 
who arc perfons that have fomc fkill in phyfic and for¬ 
gery, and particularly in the virtues of falutary herbs: 
thefe alfo arc chofen by a majority of voices, and make 
it their bufinefs to look after the people’s health: but 
have no other reward neither for their pains, than 
voluntary prefents. And fuch is the opinion of the 
Hottentots of thefe phyficians,that, if they cannot clfccl 
a cure, they conclude they are certainly bewitched ; as 
thedodlor himfelf alfo never fails to give out: where¬ 
upon application is made to fome pretended conjurer 
for relief; and if the-patient happens to recover, it gives 
the cunning man, as we call him, a mighty reputation. 
The phyfician and furgeon, as has been hinted, is the 
fame perfon; and though thefe gentlemen fcarcc ever 
faw' a bodv dilfeCled, it is faid, they have pretty good 
notions ot anatomy: they cup, bleed, make amputa¬ 
tions, and reftore diflocated limbs, with great dexteri¬ 
ty : cholicks and pains in the ftomach they relieve by 
cupping. Their cup is an horn of an ox, the edges cut 
very fmooth: the doctor, having fucked the part where 
the pain lies, claps on the cup; and, after it has re¬ 
mained fome time, till he thinks the part is infenfible, 
he pulls off the horn-cup, and makes two or three in- 
dfions, half an inch in length, with a common knife, 
having no other infirument: after w hich, he applies the 
cup again, which falls off when it is full of blood, but 
the patient, it is faid, fufters great pain in the operation. 
If the pain removes to another part, they rub it with 
hot fat; and, if that does not eafe the pain, they ufe the 
cup again on the part lafl affieded; and, if the fecond 
cupping does not relieve the patient, they give him in¬ 
ward medicines, being infufions or powders of certain 
dried roots and herbs. They let blood in plethories 
and indifpofitions of that kind, having no other inftru- 
ment than a common knife ; and, if bleeding will not 
effedl the cure, they give the patient phyfic. For head- 
achs, wffiich they are pretty much fubjedl to in calm 
w^eather, they ffiave their heads in furrow’s, as they do 
when they are in mourning ; but a brifk gale of wind 
ufiially carries off the head-ach, without any other ap¬ 
plication; and this they do not often want at the cape. 
They feldom make any other ampurations, than of the 
fingers of fuch w'omen as marry a fecond time, or 
oftner: and, in this cafe, they bind the joint below, that 
which is'to be cut off very tight, wfith a dried finew, 
and then cut off the joint at once w^ith a knife, flop¬ 
ping the blood w'ith the juice of myrrh-leaves ; after 
which, they wrap up the finger in fome healing herbs, 
and never any part of the finger receives any hurt be¬ 
yond the amputation. They have little or no fltill in 
letting fradlured limbs; but are pretty dexterous at re- 
floringof diflocations. 

The Hottentot phyfician, in cafe he meets with a foul 
ftomach, gives the juice of aloe leaves j and, if one dofe 


w ill not do, repeats it tw'o or three days j and, for any 
inward ail, they give chiefly the powders, or infufidns of 
wild fage, wfild figs and fig leaves, buchu, garlic or 
fennel: but, whatever the difeafe be, it feeltis the pa¬ 
tient never fails, to facrifice a bullock, or a fiicep, upon 
his recovery. 

The Hottentots are exceedingly fupcrflitidus, and 
fond of divination. In order to know the fate of a fick 
perforti they flay a fheep alive; after having its fkin in- 
tircly taken off, if the poor animal is able to get up and 
nin away, it is deemed a propitious omen ; but, on the 
contrarv,.if the excruciating pain kills it, they imagine 
that the patient will certainly die, and accordingly give 
him up intirely to nature, without taking any further 
care of him. 

Whatever they believe of departed fouls, they have 
no notion either of heaven or hell ’ or of a ftatc of re¬ 
wards or piinifhments; this is evident from the be-- 
haviour of a dying Hottentot, and thofe about him • 
neither he nor his friends ofler up any prayers to their 
gods for the falvation of his foul; or even mention the 
flate of departed fouls, or their ajiprdicnlions of'his^ 
being happy or miferable after death; how'cvery they;’ 
tet up terrible bowlings and fliriekings, w hen the lick 
man is in his lafl: agonies; and yet thefe very people 
are frequently guilty of murdering.their anfient parents^ 
as well as their innocent children; for when the lather of 
a family, is become perfecftly ufelefs and fuperannuated 
he is obliged to affign over bis flock of cattle, and every 
thing elfe he has in the w’orld, to his eldcfl: fon ; and in 
default offons, to his next heir male: after which, the 
heir eredls a tent or hut in fome unfrequented place, a 
good difiance from the kraal or camp he belongs to; 
and, having allembled the men of the kraal, acquaints 
them with the condition of his fuperannuated relation, • 
and delircs their confent to expofc him in the diftanc 
hut; to which the kraal fcarce ever refufe theirconfent. 
Whereupon a day being appointed to carry the old man 
to the folitary tent, the heir kills an ox, and tw'o or three 
flieep, and invites the whole village to feaft and be 
merry with him; and at the end of the entertainment;^ 
all the neighbourhood come and take a formal leave of 
the bid wretch, thus condemned to be flarvcd or de¬ 
voured by wild bealls: then the unfortunate creature is 
laid upon one of their carriage oxen, and carried to his 
lafl home,.attended to the place, w here he is to be buried 
alive by mofl of his neighbours. The old man being 
taken down, and fet in the middle of the hut provided 
for him, the company return to their kraal, and he 
never fees the face of a human creature afterw'ards; they 
never fo much as enquire whether he was flarved to 
death, or devoured by wild bcafls: he is no more thought 
of, than if he had never been. In the fame manner 
they deal with a fuperannuated mother; only as (lie has 
nothing flie can call her own, fhe has not the trouble ot 
affigning her effedls to her fon. Whenever the Hotten¬ 
tots are upbraided with this unparallelled piece of bar¬ 
barity, they reply, it w-ould be a much greater cruelty 
to fuffer an old creature to languifh out a miferable life, 
and to be many years a dying, than to make this quick 
difpatch with them j and that it is out of their extreme 
tendernefs they put an end to the lives of thefe old 
wretches; all the arguments in the world againfl the 
inhumanity of the cuflom, can make no impreffion 
on them: and, indeed, as long as the Dutch have re- 
fided at the cape, they have not been.able.to break them 
of one Angle cuflom, or prevail wdth them to alter any 
part of their conduct, how barbarous or abfurd foever: 
and, it feems, the captain of a kraal is not exempted 
from Teeing his funeral folemnized in this manner, while 
he is alive, if he happens to become ufelefs. And this 
leads us to treat of fuch funerals as arc folemnizcd after 
the perfon is really dead. 

The fick man, having refigned his breath, is imy 
mediatcly bundled up, neck and heels together, in his 
flicep-fkin mantle, exceeding clofc, fo that no part of 
the corpfc appears: then the captain of the kraal with 
fome of the feniors, fearch the neighbouring country 
for fome cavity in a rock, or the den of a wild bead, 
to bury it iu, never digging a grave, if they can find 
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one of thefe within a moderate dilfaiice. Alter which, 

the whole kraal, men and womcil, prepare to attend the 
torofe feidom permitting it to, remain above ground 
more than fix hours. When all things are ready, all 
the neighbourhood aficmblc before the door of the dc- 
ccafed, the men fitting dowm on their heels in one 
circle/and refiing their elbows oh their knees (their 
ufualpoftiirc) as the women do in another: here they 
clap their hands, and howl, crying, Bo, bo, bo I (i. c. 
father) lamentirig their lofs. The corple being then 
brought out on that fide the tent, where the perfon 
died, and not at the door, the bearers carry him in 
their arms to the grave, the men and women follow it 
in different parties, but without any manner of order, 
trying all the way. Bo, bo, bo! and wringing their 
hand^ and performing a thouland ridiculous gcfturcs 
and grirnaccs, w hich is frequently the fubjeA of the 
Dutchmtn’s mirth; it being impofiible, it is faid, to 
forbear Idilghing at the antic tricks they lliew on fuch 
cn occafioiii Having put the cdrpfe into the cavity 
prepared for it, they itop up the mouth of it with ant 
hills. Hones, and pieces of wood, believing the ants will 
feed on the corpfe, and Toon confume it. The grave 
being Hopped up, the men and women rendezvous 
again before the tent of tlie deceafed, where they repeat 
their howling, and frequently call upon the name ol 
their dcpaitcd friend: after which two of the oldcH 
men get up; and dne of them going into the circle 
of the men, and the other inro the circle of the 
women, urine upon every oric of the company; and, 
where the kraals arc fo very large, that two cannot find 
witer enough for this ceremony, they double or treble 
the number. Then the old men go into the tent of 
the deceafed ; and, hdvirig taken up fome allies from 
the firc-place, they fprinkie them upon the bodies of 
the people, blcfllng them as they go : and, if the de¬ 
ceafed was a perfon of diHinclion, this is aCted over 
again fcvcral days. But we fhould have remembered, 
that the ceremony always concludes with an entertain¬ 
ment. If the deceafed had any cattle, a fliccp is killed 
on the oGcafion; and the caul being powdered with 
buchu, is tied about the heir’s neck, who is forced to 
wear it while it rots oH, which is no great penance, all 
Hinks being perfumes to a Hottentot. All the relations 
alfowear the cauls of Hiecp about their necks; which 
it feems is their mourning, unlefs the children of the 
deceafed are fo poor, that they cannot kill a Hieep; 
and then they fliavc their heads in furrows of about an 
inch broad, leaving the hair on of the fame breadth 
between every furrow. 

It is not an cafy matter to come at a Hottentot’s re¬ 
ligious notions; he is fparing of his words, and laconic 
in his anfwers upon all occafions; but when religious 
topics are introduced, he generally conceals his Icnti- 
mencs in filcnce. Some on this account have doubted 
whether the Hottentots have any religion at all: but the 
moH intelligent among the Dutch at the cape pofitively 
aHirni, that they believe in a Supreme Being, whom they 
Hilc Gounya Tequoa, or God of gods, and fancy that 
his place of rcfidence is beyond the moon. They allow 
that Gounya Taquoa is a humane benevolent being, yet 
they have no mode of worHiipping him ; for which they 
givp this reafon, That he curfed their firH parents for 
having greatly bfiended him, on which account their 
poHcrityhave never from that time paid him adoration.” 
They believe that the moon is an inferior vifible god, 
and the l eprefentative of the high and inyifible : thatflie 
has the direction of the weather^- and therefore they 
pray to her when it is unfeafonable. They never fail 
to aflcmble and worfliip this planet at the new and full 
inoon, let the w eather be never fo bad; and though they 
diHort their bodies, grin and put on very frightful 
looks, crying arid howling in a terrible manner, yet they 
have foaic exprefiions that Hicw their veneration arid 
depcndancc on this inferior deity ; as, * Mutfehi Atze, 
1 lalutc you; you arC welcome: Cheraqua kaka chojy 
Punqua, grant us paHure for our cattle and plenty of 
pulk.' Thefe and other prayers to the moon they re- 
Hequentlv dancing and clapping their hands all 
the while; and, at the end of cvciy dance, crying,Ho, 
ho, ho! railing and falling their voices, and uling 


abundance of odd gcHurcs, that appear ridiculous to 

European fpe(Hators ; and which no doubt, made them 
at firll, before they knew any thing of their languagCj 
conclude, that this could not be the eftedl of devotion, 
erpccially when the people thcmfclves told them, if w as 
not an ail of religion, but only intended for ihcir diver- 
lion. They continue thus fliouting, finging and dan¬ 
cing, with proHrations on the earth, the whole nighty 
and even part of the next day, with fome fiiort inter¬ 
vals, never rcHing, unlefs they are quite fpent with the 
violence of the action; and then they fquat down upon 
their heels, holding their heads betw^een their hands, 
and rclting their elbows on their knees; and, after a 
little time, they Hart up again, and falling to finging 
and dancing in a circle as before, with all their 
might. 

The Hottentots alfo adore a fly about the bignefs of a 
hornet, called by fome the gold beetle: whenever they 
fee this infed: approach their kraal, they all alTemblc 
about it, and fing and dance round it while it remains 
there, Hrewing over it the pow’dcr of buchu, by boca- 
niHs called fpiraeam; which when it is dried and pul¬ 
verized, they always powder thcmfclves with it at fcHi- 
vals. They Hrew the fame powrier alfo over the tops 
of their tents, and over the w'hole area of the kraal, as 
a teHimony of their veneration for the adored fly. 
They facrifice alfo two flieep as a thankfgiving for the 
favour Hicwn their kraal, believing they fliall certainly 
profper after fuch a vifit: and, if this infed happens 
to light upon a tent, they look upon the ow ner of it 
for the future as a faint, and pay him rriorc than ufual 
refped. The bcH ox of the kraal alfo Is immediately 
farrificed, to tcHify their gratitude to the little winged 
deity, and to honour the faint he has been pleafed thus 
to difiinguifli: to whom the entrails of the beaH, the 
choiccH morfcl in their opinion, with the fat and the 
caul is prefented ; and the caul being twilled like a 
rope, the faint ever after wears it like a collar about 
his neck day and nigi.t, till it putrifies and rots off; 
and the faint only fealls upon the entrails of the beaH> 
while the rcH of the kraal feed upon the joints, that 
arc not in fo high efleem among them: w’ith the fat of 
the facrifice alfo the faint anoints his body from time to 
time, till it is all fpent j and, if the fly lights upon a 
woman flie is no Icfs reverenced by the neighbourhood^ 
and entitled to the like privileges. It is fcarce poflible 
to exprefs the agonies the Hottentots are in, if any Eu¬ 
ropean attempts to take or kill one of thefe infeds, as 
the Dutch will fometimes feem to attempt, to put them 
in a fright: they wrill beg and pray, and fall proHrate 
on the ground, to procure the liberty of this little crea¬ 
ture, if it falls into a Dutchman’s hands ; they are on 
fuch an occafion, in no lefs confternation than the In¬ 
dians near fort St. George, w hen the kite, with a w hite 
head, which they w'orftiip, is in danger. If a fol- 
dier takes one of thefe alive, and threatens to WTingthe 
neck of it off, the Indians will gather in crowds about 
him, and immediately colled the value of a fliilling or 
two, to purchafe the liberty of the captive bird they 
adore. But to return to the Hottentots: they imagine 
if this little deity Ihould be killed, all the cattle would 
die of difeafes, or be deft roved by wild beafts; and 
they themfelvcs fliould be the moft mifcrable of men, 
and look upon that kraal to be doomed to fome immi¬ 
nent misfortune, where this animal fcldom appears. 

The Hollanders have fent fcvcral reverend divines to 
the cape as mifilonarics, who have fpared no jjains to 
bring the Hottentots off from their idolatry, and induce 
them to embrace Chriftianity; even their covetoufrtef? 
and ambition have been applied to, and temporal re¬ 
wards offered them, on condition of their being io- 
Hru(ftcd in the principles of Chriftianity. But no mo¬ 
tives whatever, whether thofc relating to this or another 
Hate, have yet been able to make the leaft imprelTion on 
any onf of them: they hold fall and hug‘their ancient 
■ fuperftitions, and will hear of no other religion. The 
reafon that they neither imitate the Europeans in their 
• buildipg, planting or cloathing, is bccaufe they ima¬ 
gine themfelvcs to be rcligioufly obliged to follow the 
cuftoms-of their anceftors; and that,-if they ftiould 
deviate from them in the leaft of thefe matters, it might 
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make way for a total change of their religion and man¬ 
ners, which they cannot think of without abhorrence. 
One of the Dutch governors at the cape bred up an 
Hottentot from his infancy, obliging him to follow the 
fafliions and cuftoms of the Europeans, to be taught 
feveral languages, and to be fully inflrudlcd in the prin¬ 
ciples of the Chriftian religion, cloathing him hand- 
fomely, and treating him, in all refpedls, as a perfon 
for whom he had a high eflcem; and let him know’, 
that he defigned him forfome beneficial and honourable 
employment. The governor afterwards fent him a 
voyage to Batavia, w^here he was employed, under the 
commifiary his friend, for fome time, till that gen¬ 
tleman died; and then he returned to the cape of Good 
Hope: bat, having paid a vifit to the Hottentots of 
his relations and acquaintance, he threw off all his fine 
cloaths, bundled them up, and laid them at the gover¬ 
nor’s feet, and defired he would give him leave to re¬ 
nounce his Chrifiianity, and live and die in the religion 
and cuftoms of his anceftors; only begged the governor 
w^ould give him leave to keep the hanger and collar he 
wore for his fake; which w'hile the governor was deli¬ 
berating with himfclf upon, fcarCc believing the fellow 
to be in eameft, the young Hottentot took the oppor¬ 
tunity of running away, and never came near the cape 
afterwards, thinking himfclf extremely happy that he 
had exchanged his European cloaths for a fheep (kin 
and the reft of the Hottentots drefs and ornaments: 
the Englifti Eaft India company, w'e are informed, made 
the like experiment, bringing over two of that nation 
hither, whom they cloathcd decently after the Euro¬ 
pean manner, and ufed them, in all refpeds, w’ith the 
greateft goodnefs and gentlenefs, hoping, by that 
means, to be better informed of the condition of their 
country, and w'hether it might be w-orth the while to 
make a fettlcment there: but the two Hottentots only 
learnt Englilb enough tobew^ail their misfortune in be¬ 
ing brought from their country and their friends; and, 
after two years trial of them, being again fet on ftiore 
at the cape, they immediately ftripped t)ff their Euro¬ 
pean cloaths, and, having taken up the fticep (kin man¬ 
tle again, rejoiced beyond mcafure for their happy ef- 
cape from tiie Englifti. 

The poor Hottentots fometimes employ thcmfelves 
in making arms, viz. bows and arrows, lances and 
darts, bartering them with the rich for cattle, to begin 
the world with: others get elephants teeth, and what 
they do not ufe in making rings and ornaments for 
thernfelves, are generally difpofed of, it is thought, to 
the Portiigucfe and other Europeans, who touch at 
I'erra dc Natal, and other parts of the eaftern or wef- 
tern coaft. The Hottentots fell very few teeth to the 
Dutch; though it is manifeft they kill abundance of 
elephants: they fupply the Hollanders how^everw ith 
cattle, and take wine, brandy or tobacco, in return; 
and an ox may be purchal'ed of them for a pound of to¬ 
bacco, and a large Ibcep for half a pound. As to coin, 
the reader will conclude they have none; nordotliey 
ever fee any, unlefs fome fmall pieces of money the 
Dutch fometimes give them for their wages at the 
cape; and it muft not be forgot, that the Hottentots 
and abundance of ollrich's eggs in the fand, which 
they barter w ilh the fca-faring men, that touch at the 
cape, for brandy and tobacco; ewery failor almoft be- 
ing proud of bringing home one of thefe egg fliells to 
his friends, after he has fried and eaten the yolk, which 
makes a large pancake, and is pretty good food, but ra¬ 
ther of the ftrongeft. 

'I hcir butchers arc faid to be great artifts in their way, 
and to handle a knife as dexteroufly as an anatomift: 
having tied the hind and fore legs of a ftieep, they throw' 
the creature on his back, and with cords, tw'O of them 
extend it to its full ftrctch, while a third rips it up; fo 
that all the entrails appear: then, with one hand, he 
tears themits from the carcafe, and, with the other, ftirs 
the blooti, avoiding as much as he can the breaking any 
of the blood-veftcls about the heart; fo that the ftieep 
Is a long time a dying: in the mean time he gives the 
guts to another, who juft rids them of the filth, and : 
rinccs them in water, and part of them are broiled and 


I eaten amongft them, before the ftieep is well dead: 
having fcooped die blood out of the body of the animal 
with their hands or fea ftiells, they cut the reft of the 
guts in fmall pieces, and ftew' thcnii in the blood, which 
is the Hottentots favourite difti. An ox alfo is killed 
in the fame barbarous manner; being thrown upon 
his back, and his legs extended with cords, he is ripped 
up, and his guts taken out firft; in which cruel opera¬ 
tion the beaft is half an hour a dying: they feparate 
the parts with great cxacbiefs, dividing the ficfti, the 
bones, the membranes, mufcles, veins, and arteries, and 
laying them in feveral parcels every thing entire. The 
bones alfo are taken out of the fielb, and laid together 
in fuch order, that they might be cafily formed into 
an exact Ikelcton: thefe they boil by thernfelves, and 
get the marrow out of them, wdth which they anoint 
their bodies. Of the fliccp fkin, as has been obferved 
already, they make a mantle, if it be large; but, if 
it is fmall, they cut it into thongs, to adorn their wo- 
irren’s legs: and the hide of an ox ferves either to cover 
their tents, or to make girts and ftraps of, with which 
they bind their baggage on their carriage oxen when 
they decamp ; and, if they have no other ufe for their 
ox-hidcs, they lay them by, and eat them when they 
want other food. 

They have another artificer, who is both felmonger 
and taylor: that is, he drefles (kins after their w ay, 
and then makes them into mantles: he takes a fticep 
(kin juft flayed off, and, rubbing it well with fat, the 
(kin becomes tough, and fmooth ; and, if it be for one 
of his country’men, he rubs it over al(b with frclli cow- 
dung, and lays it in the fun till it is dry: then he rubs 
it with fat and cow dung again ; which he repeats fe¬ 
veral times, till it becomes perfectly black, and (links 
fo, that no European can bear it; and then, with a lit¬ 
tle ftiaping and fewing, it is a compleat mantle for a 
Hottentot: but, if it be drelTed for a Dutchman, he 
only rubs the (kin w’ell with fat, which fecures the wool 
from coming off. If he be to drefs an ox’s hide, he 
rubs the hairy lide with wood aflies; then fprinkling it 
w'ith water, rolls it up, and lays it a day or two in the 
fun; W’hich expedients eftedually bring off the hair; 
this (kin is then w'ell gi’eafcd, ftretched out, and dried 
again, w’hen it is deemed good leather. 

Their fmiths do not only fafhion their iron, but melt 
it from the ore: they find plenty of iron ftoncs in (evc- 
ral parts of their country; and ^having got a heap of 
thefe, they put them into a hole in the ground, heated 
and prepared for their purpofc: then they make a fire 
over the (lones, w'hrch they fupply w'ith fuel, and keep 
up till the iron melts; and then it runs into another 
hole, which they make for a receiver, a little lower than 
the firft : as foon as the iron in the receiver is cold they 
break it to pieces with ftoncs; and, heating the pieces 
again in other fires, beat them w'ith ftoncs, till they 
(hape them into the heads of lances, darts, arrows, and 
bows, and fuch w'capons as they ufe; for they fcarcc 
ever form any other utenlils, but arms of this metal: 
they get the hardeft flat (lone, according to monficur 
Vogel, and, laying the iron upon it, as upon an anvil, 
beat it w'ith another round ftone, which ferves them 
for a hammer; then they grind it upon the flat ftone, 
and polifli it as nicely as any European artificer could 
do w’ith all his tools : they have fome copper ore too, 
w hich they melt in like manner; but they make only 
toys and ornaments for their drefs of this metal: nor, 
indeed, do they ever work in iron, but when they want 
weapons. They w'buld never labour, if their neceffitics 
did not fometimes compel them to it: but, when they 
do, no people work harder, or more indefatigably; 
for they never leave a piece of w'ork, till they have 
finilhed it- 

The ivory-turner makes the ivory rings that are worn 
ornamentally about the arms; and confidering that 
his only tool is a common clafp knife, which he pro¬ 
cures from the Dutch, the workmanftiip has great 
merit. 

The potter or maker of earthen vclTcls is another 
art; but this, it feems, they arc all dexterous at, every 
family making the pots and pans they want. For thclc 
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thev ufc only the earth of ant-hills, clearing them of 
all fand and gravel; after which, they work it together 
with the broifed ant eggs, that arc faid to conftitiitc an 
extraordinary cement. When they have moulded thefe 
materials into a kind of pafle, they take as much of 
them as will make one of their pots, and falliion it by 
hand upon a flat ftone, making it of tl^c form pf a Ro¬ 
man urn ; then they fmooth it within and without very 
carefully, not leaving the leaf! roughnefs upon the fur- 
face ; and, having dried it in the fun two or three days, 
they put the pot into a hole in the ground, and burn it, 
hy making a fire over it; and, when they take it out, 
it appears perfeAly black : eveiy family alfo make their 
own macs, with which they cover their tents or huts; 
but this is chiefly the bulinefs of the women: they ga¬ 
ther the flags and rufhes by the river fide, or weave or 
plat them into mats fo clofely, it is faid, that neither 
the weatheror light can penetrate them. 

The lafl: artificer we fliall mention is the rope-maker, 
who has no better materials, than fuch flags and ruflies 
as the mats are made of; and yet they appear almoft as 
firong as thofe made of hemp : the Dutch, at the cape, 
buy and ufe them in ploughing, and in draught-car¬ 
riages. 

As to the way of travelling here, the natives all travel 
on foot, except the aged and infimi; and thefe arc 
carried on their baggage oxen. As there are no inns or 
places for rcfrefhmcnt, the travelling Hottentot calls at 
the kraals in his way, where he meets with a hearty 
welcome from'his countrymen, who endeavour to fliew 
their hofpitality to ftrangers, whether of their own 
countiy or of Europe. Such indeed is the general ur¬ 
banity of thefe people, and their ftridl integrity when 
any confidence is placed in them, that when the Hol¬ 
landers travel either on foot or horfeback, if they can¬ 
not reach a European fettlement, they alfo call at the 
kraals ot the Hottentots, where they arc complimented 
with a hut, and fuch provifion as they have, or they 
may liejn the area of the kraal, in the open air, if they 
plcafe, and the weather be good; and here they are 
fccurc, both from robbers and wild beads; for the 
bufliis banditti on the mountains are dangerous, as they 
give no quarter ; but the Hottentot nations in general 
bold them in abhorrence, and unanimoufly concur in 
feizing and punilhing them upon all occafions. 

Their language is very inarticulate and defedfive; 
one word fignifies feveral things, the definitive meaning 
being determined by the manner of pronouncing; and 
the pronunciation is fo harlh and confufed, that they 
feem to Hammer in all they fpcak. Hence, though 
they are eafily taught to underfiand other languages, 
they can feldom be brought to /peak them with any de¬ 
gree of intelligibility. 

We (hall here fubjoin a fmall Hottentot vocabulary, 
for the (atisfaclion of the curious ; khauna, fignifies a 
jamb; kgou, a goofe; bunqvaa, trees; knomm, to 
jTcar; quaqua, a pheafant; tkaka, a whale; horri, 
tx'afls in general; knabou, a fowling piece; qua-ara- 
^ "'*^d ox; ounequa, the arms ; quienkha, to fall; 
iHvhanee, a dog; konkequa, a captain ; quas, the neck ; 
H’-'an, the heart; kgoyes, a buck or doe ; tikquoa, a 
god ; komma, ahoufe ; khoaa, a cat, kowkuri, iron ,• 
konkckercy, a lien,* thoukou, a dark night,* tkoume, 
; ghoudie, a Ihcep ; toya, the wind ; ttkaa, a val- 
; tkaonoklau, gunpowder; kamkamma, the earth; 
quaouw, thunder; duckatere, a duck ; kamma, water,* 
quayha, an ais; naew, the ears; kirri, a (lick; 
nombha, the beard; ka-a, to drink; duriefa, an ox; 
ek-kaa, an ox of bqrdcn; ounvie, butter; houteo, a 
eadog; bikgua, the head; kamma, aftag; kouquil, 
pigeon; ai)thuri, to-morrow; kou, a tooth; kha- 
Quna, the devil; hakqua, a horfe j koo, a fon; 
mmo, a Itream ; tika, grafs ; toqua, a wolf; koan- 
I kh^u, a peacock; gona, a boy ; gois, a 
g r * khoakamrha, a baboon; kerhanehou, a ftar; 
“ t)’ger. 

Hottentots have only ten numerical terms, 
the fi twice to exprefs the multiplication of 

three times to exprefs the re multi- 
lon of the latter. Their terms arc c q’kui, one; 
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k’kam, two; kouna, three; kakka, four; koo, five; 
nanni, fix; hounko, feven; khifll, eight; khafli, nine ; 
ghifli, ten. 

Thus have we given a circumfiantial and full ac¬ 
count of the cape, its inhabitants, produdfions, and adja¬ 
cent country; from whence the French, at Mauritius, 
arc fupplied by the Dutch with falted beef, bifeuit, 
flour, and wine: the provilions for which the French 
contracted this year were five hundred thoufand lb. 
weight of fait beef, four hundred thoufand lb. of flour; 
four hundred thoufand lb. of bifeuit, and one thoufand 
two hundred leagers of wine. Wc have only to add 
to this account a few obfervations on the bay, and gar- 
rifon. The former is large, fafe, and exceeding coii- 
vi nient. It is indeed open to the N. W. w'inds, but 
they feldom blow hard; yet as they fometimes occa- 
fion a great fea, the fiiips moor N. E. and S. W. The 
S. E. winds blow frequently with great fury, but their 
direclion being right out of the bay prevents them from 
being dangerous. For the convenience of landing and 
fiiipping goods, a wharf of wood is run out near the 
town, to a proper difiance. Water is conveyed in 
pipes.to this wharf, and many large boats and hoys are 
kept by the Company to carry (lores and provifions to 
and from the (hipping in the harbour. This bay is co¬ 
vered by a fmall fort on the E. fide of the town, and 
clofc to the beach; and is alfo defended by feveral out¬ 
works and batteries extending along the fiiorc, as well 
on this fide of the town as the other; nevcithclcfs they 
are by their fituation expofed to the fiiipping, and in a 
manner dcfcncclcfs againft an enemy of any force by 
land. As to the garrifon, this confifts of eight hun¬ 
dred regular troops, befides militia of the country, in 
which lafi is comprehended every man able to bear 
arms. By fignals they can alami the country in a 
very Ihort time, and w^hen thefe are made, the militia 
is to repair immediately to their place of rendezvous in 
the town. 

On Sunday, the 14th of April in the morning, we 
weighed, fiood out of the bay, and anchored at five 
in the evening under Penguin, or Robin Ifland. Here 
we lay all ni^t, and being prevented from failing by 
the wind, the Captain dilpatched a boat to the ifland 
fora few trifling articles, which we had omitted to take 
in at the Cape : when our people drew near the fiiorc,. 
they were warned by the Dutch not to land at their 
peril. At the fame time fix men, armed with miif- 
quets, par.aded upon the beach. The commanding 
officer in the boat did not think it prudent to rifk the 
lives of his men, on account of a few cabbages, and 
therefore returned without them to the fiiip. To this 
ifland the Dutch at the Cape banifh fuch criminals as 
arc not thought worthy of death, for a certain number 
of years, according to the nature of their crimes. They 
are employed as Haves in digging lime-ftone, which 
though fcarce upon the continent is here in great abun- 
daiK'c. A DaniHi Hiip touched at this ifland, having 
been refiifcd afiiflancc at the Cape, and fending her 
boat on (bore, overpowered the guard, and then took 
as many of the criminals as were ncccflary to navigate 
her home; for Hie had loft great part of her crew by 
ficknefs. To this incident we attributed ourrepulfc; 
concluding, that the Dutch to prevent a fimilar refeue 
of their prifoners, had ordered their garrifon at this 
place, not to fuffer any boat of foreign nations to land 
the crew, and come afiiorc. 

On Thurfday the 25th, we put to fea, and about 
four o'clock in the afternoon died our maftcr, Mr. Ro¬ 
bert Mollineux, a youth of good parts, but unhap¬ 
pily for his own felf prefervation too much addiificd to 
intemperance, a habit we would caution all thofe who 
undertake long voyages to avoid, if they have any re¬ 
gard to their perfonal fafety. We now continued our 
voyage without any other remarkable incident; and on 
Monday the 29th, wc crofted our (irft meridian, hav¬ 
ing circumnavigated the globe from E. to W. and con- 
fcqucntly loft a day, for which upon corre<flingour rec¬ 
koning at Batavia, wc made an allowance. On Monday 
the I ft of May, we came to anchor at break of day, be¬ 
fore James’s fort in the ifland of St. Helena; and as we 
2 D propofed 
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to rcfrefli here, Mr. Banks employed his time in vifiting 
the mod: remarkable places, and in furveying every ob- 
je(fl worthy of notice. 

’'St. Helena is (ituated in the Atlantic ocean, in f x 
degrees W. longitude, and fixtecn S. latitude, almofl 
in the midway between Africa and America, being 
twelve hundred miles diflant from the former, and 
eighteen hundred from the latter. It was fo named by 
the Portuguefe, who difeovered it on St. Helcn's-day. 
This illand is 36 miles long, 18 broad, and about 61 in 
circumference. It is the fummitof an immenfc moun¬ 
tain riling out of the fca, and of a depth unflxthomablc 
at a fmall diflance round it. It may be difeerned at 
fea, at above twenty leagues dillance, and looks like a 
callle in the middle of the ocean, whofc natural walls 
arc of that height, that there is no fcaling them. 'I'he 
fmall valley called Chapel-valley, in a bay on the cad 
fide of it, is defended by a battery of forty or fifty great 
guns, planted even with the water; and the waves dafli- 
ing perpetually on the Ihore, make it difficult landing 
even here. There is alfo one little creek beddes, where 
two or three men may land at a time; but this is now 
defended by a battery of live or fix guns, and rendered 
inacceffible. No anchorage is to be found any where 
about the ifland, but at Chapel-valley bay, and as the 
wind always fets from the S. E. if a fhip overffioots 
the ifland ever fo little, die cann"t recover it again. 
The feat of volcanoes has been found to be the highed 
part of the countries in which they arc found. Hccla 
is the highed hill in Iceland ; and the pike of Tcncriffe 
is known to be the covering of fubterraneous fire. 
Thcfe are dill burning: but there arc other mountains , 
which bear evident marks of fire that is now^ extind : 
among thefe is St. Helena, ^vhere the inequalities of 
the ground, and its external fiirfacc, are evidently the 
efteds of the dnking of the earth ; and that this was 
caufed by fubterraneous fire, is equally manifed from 
the doncs, for fome of them, efpecially thofe in the 
bottom of the valleys, are burnt almod to cinders. This 
idand, as the Eadeavour approached it on the w'indward 
fide, appeared like a rude heap of rocks, bounded by pre¬ 
cipices of an amazing height, and confiding of a kind of 
done, which diow s not the lead dgnof vegetation: nor is it 
more proinifing upon a nearer view. Sailing along fhore, 
we came near the huge cliffs, that feemed to overhang 
the fhip. At length we opened Chapcl-vallcy, which 
refemblea trench, and in this valley we difeovered the 
town. The ddes of it are as naked as the cliffs next- 
the fea; but the bottom is dightly cloathed with her¬ 
bage. In its prefent cultivated date, fuch appeared 
the idand to us; and the did hills mud be pafTed, 
before the country difplays its verdure, or any other 
iiiarks of fertility. 

In Chapel-valley, a little beyond the landing place, 
is a fort where the governor refidcs with the garrifon; 
and the town dands jud by the fca-fidc. The greater 
part of the houfes are ill built. The church, which 
was originally a mean drudurc, is in ruins ; and the 
tharket-place nearly in the fame condition. The town 
confids of about forty or fifty buildings, condrucled 
after the Englidi fafliion, w'hither the people of the 
ifland refort when any dripping appears, as well to 
affid in the defence of the ifland, as to entertain the 
feamcn if they are friends : for the governor has ahvays 
fentincls, on the highed part of the ifland, to the wind¬ 
ward, w ho give notice of the approach of all dripping, 
and guns are thereupon fired, that every man may re- 
fort to his pod. It is impoffiblc for ail enemy to ap¬ 
proach by fca in the night time, and if difeovered the 
day before, preparations are fpeedily made for his re- 
C(^ption. 

Notwithdanding the ifland appears a barren rock on 
every fide, yet on the top it is covered with a fine layer 
of earth, producing grain, fruits, and herbs of various 
kinds ; and the country after we afeended the rock, is 
diverfificd with riling hills and plains, plantations of 
fruit trees and kitchen gardens, among which the houfes 
of the natives arc interfperfed, and in the open fields 
ate herds of cattle grazing, fome of which lire fatted 
to fup])ly the fliipping, and the red finnifli the dairies 
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with milk, butter, and chccfc. Hogs, goats, turkeys, 
and all mannerof poultry alfo abound, and the feas are 
wtU dored with fiffi. But amidd all this affluence, the 
people have neither bread nor wn’ne of their own growth; 
for though the foil is proper for v\ heat, yet the rats 
that harbour in the rocks, and cannot be dedroyed, 
eat up all the feed, before the grain is well out of the 
ground ; and though their vines flourifli and produce 
diem grapes enough, yet the latitude is too hot for 
making wine. This they have therefore from the 
Canaries, the Madeiras, or the Cape, as well as their 
flour and malt. Their very houfes arc fome of them 
brought from Europe ready framed, there being no 
timber on the ifland, trees not taking deep root here 
on account of the rock that lies fo near the fur face; 
however, they have underwood enough for neceffary 
ufes. Befidcs grapes, they have plantains, bananas, figs, 
lemons, and fuch other fruits as hot countries'iifually 
produce. They alfo raife kidney beans, and fome 
other kinds of pulfc in their gardens; and the want 
of bread they fupply with potatoes and yams. 

In the year 1701, there were upon the ifland about 
two hundred fiimilics, mofl of them Enghfh, or de- 
feended from Englilh parents. Every family has a 
hoiife and plantation on the higher part of the ifland, 
where they look after their cattle, fruits, and kitchen 
garden. They fcarce ever'come down to the to\\'n, 
unlcfs it be to church, or when the Ihipping arrives, 
when mofl of the houfes in the valley arc converted into 
punch-houfes, or lodgings for their guefls, to w horn 
they fell their .poultry, and other commodities; but 
they arc not fullered to purchafe any merchandize of 
the'lhips that touch here. Whatever they want of 
foreign growth or manufa<flurc, they are obliged to buy 
at the company’s warehoufC*, where twice every month, 
they may furniflr themfclves with'brandy, European 
or Cape vvincs, Batavia arrack, malt, beer, fugar, tea, 
colfee, china, and japan-ware, linen, calicoes, chintz, 
muflins, ribbands, wooIIcn-cloth and 'fluffs, and all 
manner of cloatbing, for which they are allowed Alx 
months credit. 'Among the yefy few native produc¬ 
tions of this ifland mufl be reckoned ebony, though the 
trees are now nearly cxtinifh ' Pieces of this w'ood are 
frequently found in the valleys of a fine black colour,* 
and ahardnefs almofl equal,to iron; thefe pieces, how¬ 
ever, arc To fliort and cuooked, that no ufe can be made 
of them. 1 here arc few infedls here, but upon the tops 
of the highell ridges a fpecies of fnail is found, wh\c\) 
has probably been there fince the original creation of 
their kind. It is indeed very-difficult to conceive how 
any thing not formed here, or brought hither by the 
diligence of man, could find its way to a place fo 
fevered from the reft of the world, by feas of immenfe 
extent. 

The Portuguefe, who difeovered this ifland in 1502, 
flored it with hogs, goats, and poultry, and ufed to 
touch at it for water and frcfli provifions in their re¬ 
turn from India; but we do not find they ever planted 
a colony here; or, if they did, having deferted it after¬ 
wards, the Englilh F^ft-India Company took pofl'cffioii 
of the ifland A. D. 1600, and held it till 1673, without 
interruption, when the Dutch took it by furprizc. How¬ 
ever, the Englifh, commanded by Cape. Munden, re¬ 
covered it agiiin within the fpace of a year, and took 
three Dutch Eafl India fliips that lay in the road at 
the fame time. The Hollanders had fortified the land¬ 
ing place, and planted batteries of great guns to pre¬ 
vent a defeent; but the Englilh being acquainted w ith 
a fmall creek w here only two men could go abreafl, 
climbed up to the top of the rocks in thcjiight time,' 
and appearing next morning at the backs of the Dutch, 
they threw' down'their arms, and furrendcred the ifland 
without flriking aflrokc: but, as we have before obferx ed, 
this creek has been fince fortified ; lo that there is now 
no place where an enemy can make a defeent with any 
probability of fuccefs. 

The affiiirs of the Eafl-India Company are managed • 
here by a governor, deputy-governor, and ftorchoufe- 
keeper, who have certain fettled (alarics allowed, be- . 
fidcs a public tabic, wqU furniflicd, to vhich all cem- 
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manders, nwftcrs of fliips, and eminent paflTengcrs are 

welcome. "I'he natives fometimes call the refult of 
their deliberations fevere impofitions; and though re¬ 
lief might perhaps be had from the company in Eng^ 
land, the unavoidable delays in returning anfwers 
to addrefles at that difiance puts the aggrieved under 
great hardfliips; and on the other hand, was not the 
fituation of this illand very ferviceablc to our home¬ 
ward-bound Plafl-India fliips, the conflant trouble and 
expence would induce the company to abandon the 
ifland ; for though it is furniOied with the convcniencies 
of life, the merchants find no other profitable com¬ 
modities there. The mailers of the plantations keep a 
great many blacks, who, upon fevere treatment, hide 
themrelves for two or three months together, keeping 
among the rocks by day, and roving at night for 
provilions: but they arc generally difeovered and 
taken. 

The children and defendants of white people have 
not the lead red in their cheeks, in all other places 
near the tropics; but the natives of St. Helena are^ re¬ 
markable for their ruddy complexions and robufl: con- 
ditutions. Their healthhilncfs may, in general, be 
aferibed to the following caufes. They live on the top 
ofa mountain alw ays open to the fca breezes that con- 
flantly blow here: they are ufually cinployed in the 
moll healthful exercifes of gardening and hlilbandry ; 
the Hand is frequently refreflicd with moderate cooling 
ihowers j and no noxious fens, nor fait marllies annoy 
them. They are ufed alfo to climb the deep hill be¬ 
tween the town in Chapel-valley and their plantation; 
which hill is fo deep, that, having a ladder in the 
middle of it, they call it Ladder-hill ; and this cannot 
be avoided without going three or four miles about; fo 
that they feldonl want air or excrcife, the great pre- 
Tervers of health. As to the genius and temper of 
thefc people, they feemed to us the mod honed, the 
mod inodenfivc, and the mod hofpitablc people we 
ever met w'ith of Englifh extradlion, having fcarce any 
lindhire of avarice or ambition. We afkcd fomc of 
them, if they had no curiofity to fee the red of the 
world, and how they could confine themfclves to fo 
fmall a fpot of earth, feparated at fuch a di dance from 
the red of mankind ? They replied, that they enjoyed 
the ncceflaries of life in great plenty: they w'cre nei¬ 
ther parched with cxccdivc heat, or pinched with cold : 
they lived in perfedl fecurity; in no danger of enemies, 
of robbers, wild beads, or rigorous feafons ; and were 
happy in the enjoyment of a continued date of health : 
that as there were no rich men among them (fcarce any 
planter being worth more than a thoufand dollars) fo 
there were no poor in the illand, no man being worth 
Icfs than four hundred dollars, and confequently not 
obliged to undergo more labour than was ncccd'ary to 
keep him in health. 

Our thoughts were now employed on returning to 
our native fiiore ; and having fufficiently recruited our 
dores, on Saturday the 4th of May, wc weighed, and 
lailed out of the road in company with the Portland 
hian of war, and his convoy, confiding of twelve fail of 
Ead Indiamcn. With this fleet wc continued our 
couife for England until Friday the loth, when per¬ 
ceiving they out-failed us, and confequently might 
make their port before us, Capt. Cook, for this reafon, 
made the fignal to fpeak with the Portland, upon w hich 
Capt. Dliot came on board the Endeavour; to whom a 
letter for the Admiralty was delivered, with a box, con¬ 
taining the common log books of the fiiip, and the 
journals of fomc of the officers. We did not loofc fight 
of the fleet till Thurfday the 23d, when they parted 
fiom us; and about one o’clock in the afternoon, wc 
loll our firfl lieutenant, Mr. Hic ks, an active, Ikilful, 
judicious, and ufeful officer. He clied of a confump- 
tion, of which lingering difordcr he difeovered fomc 
lymptons when he left England; fo that it may be truly 


faid, that he was dying the w hole voyage; and his de¬ 

cline was very gradual till w'c arrived at Batavia, from 
whence to the time of his diflblution, the flow con- 
fuming difeafe gained ffrcngch daily. The whole (hip’s 
company attended the funeral rites, and in the evening 
w e committed his body to the fca wath the ufual cere¬ 
monies;, The next day the Captain appointed Mr. 
Charles’ C Icrk, a ' young man, to adl in the room of 
Mr. Hicks. 

We now every day drew nearer our defired hav'en ; 
but what mull be the condition of our once good fliip, 
the Endeavour, may eafily be imagined, from a flight 
recolledion of "the hardfliips (he had furmounted, and 
the dangers flie had providentially efcaped. At this 
time our rigging and fiils w'ere. fo weather-beaten, 
that every clay fomelhing was giving w ay. How ever^ 
w'e held on our courfc, without any material occur¬ 
rence that might endanger our fafety, till Monday the 
loth of June, when, to our great joy, Nicholas Young, 
the boy wdio firfl: di (covered New' Zealand, called out 
land from the mart head, which proved to be the Li¬ 
zard. The next day, being Tiiclday, the eleventh, wc 
proceeded up the channel. On VV’cdncfday the i2ih, 
with the plcafing hopes of feeing our relatives and 
friends, exciting fenfations not to be deferibed by the 
pen of the moll able writer, we palTcd Bcachy Head. 
At noon, to our inexprcflible joy we were a-brcall of 
Dover; and about three o’clock, P. M. we came to an 
anchor in the Downs. When wc landed at Deal, our 
(hip’s company indulged freely that miith, and fociable 
jollitv, common to all Englifli Tailors upon their return 
from a long voyage, who as readily forget hardfliips 
and dangers, as with alacrity and bravciy tlicy en¬ 
counter them. 

We cannot clofc this book w ithout joining in that 
general cenfure, which has been juflly beftowed on Dr* 
Hawkcfw’orth, the late compiler ofa former account of 
this voyage of the Endeavour. An infidel may imbibe 
what dcirtical chimeras may be bed adapted to the 
gloomy temper of his mind ; but we cannot but think 
him highly culpable in forcing them into a work ©f 
this kind; for though it may be faid, that, w ith refpe< 5 t 
to efficient and final caufes, the opinion of a general 
and particular Providence will form one and the fame 
conclufion, yet we think it is of great comfort to all 
men, particularly to thofe who can trace the wonders 
of an almighty hand in the deep, to be fenfible of a 
merciful interpofition, concerned, and ever attentive to 
their fupport, prefervation, and deliverance in times 
of danger. Ifofides, this lentiment of a divine agent 
fuperintending, and correcting the diforders introduced 
by natural and moral evil, is, undoubtedly, a feriprure- 
dodrinc; and from the deductions of the mere light 
of nature, it muft appear unreafonable to fiippofe, that 
the firft Great Caufe w ho planned the whole grand 
feheme of creation, (hould not be allowed to interfere 
with refped to particular parts, or individuals, as oc- 
cafion, circumrtanccs, or times may require. And 
whoever has duly confidered the wonderful protection 
of the Endeavour in cafes of danger the mod imminent, 
particularly when encircled, in the wide ocean, w’ith 
rocks of coral, her (hcathing beaten o(f, and her falfe- 
keel floating by her (idc, a hole in her bottom, and the 
men by turns fainting at the pumps, cannot but ac- 
knowledge the exirtence of a Particular Providence. 
Tlic hi (lory of jofeph can only afford a more rtriking 
inrtance of the interpofition ofa divine inviliblc hand. 
This our countrymen experienced j and we have good 
authority to alfcrt, that our company in the Endea¬ 
vour do acknowledge, notw'ithrtanding the private 
opinion of the above mentioned compiler, that the 
hand of fuperior power was particularly concerned in 
their protedion and deliverance. Tills oninifcienc ' 
and omnipotent power it is the incumbent duty ol 
every chriIlian to believe, confide in, and adore. .. 
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Capt. C O O K’s 

SECOND VOYAGE 

TOWARDS THE 

South Pole and Round the World, 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED 

By Order of his Prefent MAJESTY, 

InhisMajefty’s Ships theRefolution and Adventure; 

With the View principally of Difcovering the fuppofed Southern Continent, &c. 

Begun the 9th of April 1772, and concluded on the 31ft of July 1775. 

Including an Account of Capt. Furneaux’s Narrative of his Proceedings in the Adventure after the 
Separation of the two Ships, during which Period feveral of his People were deftroyed by the 
Natives of Queen Charlotte's Sound. 


INTRODUCTION. 


T H E king’s expedlations were not wholly anfwcrcd 
by former difeoveries, which were fo highly blazon¬ 
ed both at home and abroad, and therefore his majefly 
projected this Second Voyage of Capt, Cook, and 
the Navy-board was ordered to equip two fucli fliips 
as were moft fuitable to the fervice. Accordingly two 
veffcls were purchafed of Capt. William Hammond, of 
Hull, being about fourteen or fixtecn months old. 
They were both built at Whitby, by the fame perfon 
who built the Endeavour. The largcfl: of the two, 
named the Refolution, burthen four hundred and (ixty-. 
two tons, was fent to Deptford to be fitted out; and the 
Adventure, three hundred and thirty-fix tons, W'as 
equipped at Woolwich. On the 28th of November, 
J771, Capt. Cook was appointed to the command of 
the Refolution; and Tobias Furncaux, who had been 
fccond lieutenant w ith Capt. Wallis, was promoted to 
the command of the Adventure. The Refolution had 
one hundred and twelve hands on board, officers in¬ 
cluded : and the Adventure eighty-one. In the former, 
James Cook was captain, Robert P. Cooper, Charles 
Clerke, and Richard Pickerfgill, were appointed lieu¬ 
tenants. jofeph Gilbert was maflcr; James Grey, 
boatfwain; James Wallis, carpenter; Robert Anderfon, 
gunner; and James Patten, furgeon. John Edgeumbe 
was lieutenant of the marines, under whom were one 
ferjeant, two corporals, one drummer and fifteen pri¬ 
vates. The reft of the crew' confifted of three maftcr’s 
mates, fix midlhipmcn, two furgeon’s mates, one cap¬ 
tain's clerk, one mailer at arms, one corporal, one 
armourer, his mate, one fail-maker, his mate, three 
jDoatfwain's mates, carpenter's three, gunner’s two, four 
carpenter’s crew, one cook, his mate, fix quarter mailers, 
and forty-five able Teamen. In the Adventure, Tobias 
Fuf'neaux was captain, Jofeph Shank, and ArthurKcmpc, 
lieutenants; Peter Fannin was appointed mailer, I^ 
w ard Johns boatfw ain, WilliamOfierd carpenter, Andrew 
Gloag gunner, Thomas Andrews furgeon; of mallei’s 
mates, midfliipmcn, &c. as above, the number was 
^:wcnty-eight, aad tlxirty-tJarce able bodied feamcn. 
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James Scott was lieutenant of the marines, under whofc 
command were one ferjeant,one corporal,one drummer, 
and eight privates. 

The two Ihips were ordered to be got in readinefs 
with the utmoR expedition, and both the Navy and 
Vi6lualling boards paid an uncommon attention to their 
equipment; even the firll lord of the Admiralty vifited 
them from time to time; in confcquence of which 
they w'ere not rcllrained by ordinary ellablillimcnts, 
every extras article thought neceflary being allowed, in 
order that they might be fitted completely, and in everv 
refpedt to the fatisfadlion of thofe who were to embarfe 
in them. Indeed Capt. Cook failed with greater ad¬ 
vantages in this expedition, than any of his predecelTors 
w ho had gone out before on difcoverics; and we may 
venture to fay, no future commander will ever have a 
commilfion of a more liberal kind, nor be furnilhed 
with a greater profulion of the very bell Rores and pro- 
vilions. He had the frame of a veflel of twenty tons, 
one for each lliip, to ferve occafionally,. or upon any 
emergency, as tenders; he had on board fifliing-ncts, 
lines and hooks of every kind ; he w-as fupplied w ith 
innumerable articles of final 1 value, adapted to the 
commerce of the tropical iflands: he had on board 
additional cloathing for the Teamen, particularly fuited 
to a cold climate, to all which were added the beR in- 
Rruments for aRronomical and nautical obfervations; 
in which were included four time-pieces on Mr. Har- 
rifon’s principles, conRrudled by Melf. Arnold and 
Kendal. And that nothing might be wanting to pro¬ 
cure information, and that could tend to the uiccefs ot 
the voyage, a landfcape painter, Mr. William Hodges, 
w as engaged for this important undertaking, accom¬ 
panied by Mr. (now Dr.) John Rcinhold FoRer and Son, 
wiho were thought the moR proper perfons for the line 
of Natural HiRory, to which they were appointed w'ith 
parliamentary encouragement. Mr. William Wales, 
and Mr. William Bayley, were likcwife engaged tomake 
aRronomical obfervations; the former being placed by 
the board of longitude, in the RcTolucion, and Mr. 
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Eaylcy in the Adventure. Normufl: wcomit to men¬ 
tion the number of medals ftruck by order of the Lords 
of the Admiralty, and intended to be left both as 
prefehts and tcflimonics in new difeovered coun- 

The two (liips were vitflualled and provided with all 
manner of nccelfarics fora three years voyage; among 
which were the following extm articles; i. Malt, for 
Aveet wort, dcfigncd for thofe whofe habit of body 
might engender the feurvy, and as a remedy for futh 
who might be afflided with that diforder. The quan¬ 
tity preferibed for each patient, from one to fix pints a 
diy, at the difcrction of the furgeon. 2. Sour Krout, 
of which each feaman was to be allowed two pounds a 
week. This is cabbage faltcd dowm, and clofe packed 
in callus, after having been properly fermented. It is 
cAecmed by our navigators an excellent antifcorbutic. 

Cabbage cut fmall and faked dowm, to which is 
added juniper berries, and annifccds, which arc like- 
wife put to the four krout. 4. Portable foup, very 
nourilhlng, and of great utility both for invalids, and 
thofe that arc in good health. 5. Oranges, rob of le¬ 
mons, and faloup, for the ufe of the furgeons, to be 
adminikered to the fick and fcorbutic only. 6. Mar¬ 
malade of Carrots, recommended by Baron Storch of 
Berlin, as a very great antifcorbutic; but it did not 
as fuch anfwcr our cxpedlation. This fyrup is ex¬ 
tracted from yellow carrots, by evaporating the liner 
parts, till it is brought to a confiftence of treacle, 
which it much refemblcs both in take and colour. 
7. Juice of wort-and beer, infpilfated, as the foregoing 
article, and intended to fupply at times the place of 
beer, by mixing it with water. For this wc were in¬ 
debted to Mr. Pelham, Secrctaiy of the Vidualling- 
otTice; the commiflioners of which ordered thirty-one 
half barrels of this juice to be prepared for trial; nine¬ 


teen whereof were (lowed in the Refolution, and twelve 
on board the Adventure. Thus all the conveniences 
necclfary for the prefervation of health during a long 
voyage, w^ere provided in abundance ; and even fome 
alterations were made in the cukomary articles of pro- 
vilions; wheat being fubkituted in the room of a 
quantity of oatmeal, and fugar inkcad of oil. 

A propofed voyage attended w ith fuch extraordinary 
preparations, patronized by parliament, as well as royal 
bounty, and the execution of w'hich being fuperintended 
by the firk officers of the admiralty, the navy, and by 
Capt. Cook himfelf, wc do not helitatc to pronounce 
one of the mok important that was ever perforuied in 
any age, or by any country ; and we may alfo with truth 
alfcrt, that the able navigator made choice of by his 
majeky, w'as equal to the taOt in which he was embark¬ 
ed. Every thinking perfon cannot bur admire his (kill, 
his ibrtitude, his care of his men, his vigilance in at¬ 
tending to the minutek intimations of former naviga¬ 
tors, his perfeverance amidk the dangers and hardihips 
of rigorous fcafons, his prowefs in leading his com¬ 
pany juk fo far as they were capable of proceeding ; in 
iliort, his condudl throughout, which, while he kept 
every man (ingly in krid: obedience to his duty, he 
conciliated theaffedions of all, and fccured their clleem. 
The Hikory of his Second Voyage, which w^e are now 
about to fubmit to the judgement of our numerous Sub- 
feribers, will, w^e are perfuaded, confirm the truth of 
this opinion ; and w^e arc happy in having received their 
unanimous approbation of the maps, charts, portraits, 
and views, which have been hitherto introduced, and 
which are all engraved from the originals by our mok 
eminent artiks. We hope for a continuance of their 
good opinion, which, in the execution of this work. We 
(ball endeavour by all laudable means to merit and pre- 
ferve* 


BOOK II. 

CHAP. I. 


Qhe Endeavour takes her departure from Deptford—Touches at the TjUnd of St^ one of the Cape de Verds—Purfues 
k f voyage to the Cape of Good Hope—Account of tranfanions there^ and incidents that happened tn her paffage—Her de^ 
part lire from the Cape—Continues her voyage in fearch of a Southern Continent—Sequel of this fearcb, hriween the 
meridian of the Cape of Good Hope and that of New Zealand—Separation of the two jhips^ and the arrival of the Refolution 
in Dujky Bay. 


K D 177'’ Refolution and Adventure bc- 

//.. ingequipped in the mok complete 
manner, as already related, the fonner on the 9th of 
April, dropped down the river as far as Woolwich, at 
which place (he was detained by contrary winds; but 
on the 22d failed from thence to Long Reach, where 
(he was joined by her companion the Adventure, and 
both fliips took in their marines, guns, and ammunition. 
May the loth w'e failed for Plymouth, but before we 
got out of the river, the Refolution was found to be 
very crank, on which account w'c put into Shcernefs. 
While fome alterations w'erc making in her upper works. 
Lord Sandwich and Sir Hugh Palliferpaid us a vifit, in 
order to fee dicy w'crc executed in a proper manner, 
be Refolution being again ready for fca, we departed 
ftom Sheernefs. On the 2d of July w^e met Lord 
oandwach, in the Auguka Yacht, whom wc fainted with 
Lvenreen mins, and his lord (hip, accompanied with 
bir Hugh Pallifcr, honoured us with their prcfcnce on 
board, w'hich w'as the lak inkance of that very great 
attention they had paid to a variety of particulars that 

might Laid to promote the fuccefs of our undertak- 
ing. 

About this time Capt. Cook received from the board 
ol Admiralty his inllrudions, dated the 25th of June, 
tie tenor and fubkanceof which were, that the Adven¬ 
ture was to be under his command : that the tw'o (hips 
No. 13. 


were to proceed to the ifland of Madeira, from thence 
to the Cape of Good Hope: that having at this place 
rcfrcdied the (liips companies, and fupplied them with 
provilions and other ncceffaries, they w’crc to make the 
bek of their way to the fouthw'aitl, in fearch of Cape 
Circumcifion, which, by M. Bouvet, is faid to be in 
latitude 54 deg. S. and in about ii deg. 20 min. E. 
longitude, from the Royal Obfervatory in the Park at 
Greenwich; that if they fell in with this Cape, Capt. 
Cook w as to endeavour, by all means in his power, to 
difeover whether the fame was part of the fuppofed 
continent which had fo much employed the national 
attention of different European powers, or only the pro¬ 
montory of an ifland : that, in either cafe, the gentle¬ 
men on board the two (liips w^crc diligently to explore 
the fame, to the utmok extent poffible; and to make 
fuch obfervations of various kinds, as might correfpond 
with the grand objedl in view, and be in any refpedl 
ufeful to cither navigation or commerce; not omitting 
at the fame time proper remarks on the genius :did 
temper of the inhabitants, whofe friendiliip and alliance 
they were directed to conciliate, by all probable mo¬ 
tives, and prudential means in their power: that they 
were to proceed on new difcoverics to the eakward or 
wckward, as the captains might judge mok eligible, 
endeavouring only to run into as high a latitude, and as 
near the fouth pole as poffible : that whatever might be 
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the refult of their ilivedigations with refpcd: to Cape 
Circumcifion, they were to continue their furveys to 
the foiithward, and then to the cadward, either in 
fearch of the faid continent, fliould it not have been 
afeertained, or to make difeoveries of fuch iHands as 
might be feated in the hitherto unexplored and un¬ 
known parts of the fouthern latitudes: that, having 
circumnavigated the globe, they were to return to Spit- 
head by the way of the Cape of Good Hope; and that 
to anfwcr the intentions of government in this voyage 
as fully as potTible, when the feafon of the year ren¬ 
dered it unfafe to continue in high latitudes, they were 
to repair to fome known port to the northward; and 
after having refitted, &c. they were to return again, at 
the proper feafon, to the fouthward, in profecution of 
new difeoveries there. It may not be amifs here to ob- 
ferve, that thefe orders were not intended in any re- 
fpedd to cramp Capt, Cook, who was allowed, in cafe 
the Refolution fiiould be loft, to continue his voyage in 
the Adventure : he had to this end affiftants out of num¬ 
ber : his ftay was not even hinted at: he w^as not obliged 
to return at any limited time; in fliort he had ample 
power, full authority, and, in all unforefeen cafes, he 
was to proceed according to his own diferetion, and add 
entirely as he plcafcd. We beg leave further to ob- 
ferve, that in the hiftory of this voyage, Greenwich 
is made our fir ft meridian, and from hence the longi¬ 
tude is reckoned E. and W. to 18o deg. each way. 
Ami our readers willalfo take notice, that whenever the 
initial letters, A. M. and P. M. of antc-meridianum, 
and poft-meridianum, areufed, the former fignifies the 
forenoon, and the latter the afternoon of the fame day. 

A copy of the above inftrudlions were tranfmitted to 
Captain Furneaux, inclofed with Capt. Cook’s Orders, 
in which he appointed, fliould the two fliips be fepa- 
rated, the ifland of Madeira for the firft place of ren¬ 
dezvous ; Port Praya for the fccond ; the Cape of Good 
Hope for the third; and new Zealand for the fourth. 

While we remained at Plymouth, our aftronomers, 
Mr. Wales, and Mr. Bayley, made obfeiwations on 
Drake’s Ifland; when the latitude ivas found to be 50 
deg. 21 min. 30 fee. N. and the longitude 4 deg. 20 
min. W. of Greenwich; whereby the a-uc time for put¬ 
ting the time-pieces and watches in motion was af- 
cerLiined. This was done on the 13th of July, and 
they were fet a-going, in the prefence of the two aftro¬ 
nomers, Capt. Furneaux, Capt. Cook, and the two firft 
lieutenants of the fliips. T.hefe had each of them 
keys of the boxes which contained the watches, and 
were alw^ays to be prefent at the winding them up, and 
comparing the one with the other, uiilefs prevented by 
indifpofition. This day, the fliips crews, according to 
the cuftom of the navy, received two months w ages in 
advance. As a further encouragement, and that they 
might provide nccelTarics for the voyage, they were 
like wife paid the wages due to them to the 28 th of the 
preceding May. 

On Sunday the 12th of July, the Refolution broke 
from her moorings in the Sound, and w^as adrift together 
wdth the tranfport buoy to which flic was faftened. All 
hands were on deck inftantly, the cables were cleared, 
and the fails fpread. We pafled the Adventure, and 
came to an anchor, after having efcaped the very ap- 
• parent danger of being dalhed againft the rocks which 
arc under the fort. This favourable event was looked' 
upon by our feamen as an omen to the fuccefs of the 
voyage. It was undoubtedly an inftance of the care of 
Divine Providence, exerted for our protection in fo cri¬ 
tical a moment. Indeed the whole of our voyage, 
equally with this circumftance, demonftrates, that a 
divine power was abfolutely neceflliry to protedb us in 
times of danger, and to give us a fafe return. 

' On Monday the J3th at fix o’clock, A. M. the two 
fliips failed from Plymouth Sound, in company, and 
palled the Eddiftone, which is a lofty, we 1 contrived 
tower, of the utmoft advantage to navigation and com¬ 
merce. As w^e flood olF fliore, the wind increafcd,and 
the billows rolled higher and higher. Moft of the fea- 
mcn both old and young were aftcdlcd with fickiicfs. 
On the 20th, we fell in with Cape Ortcgal on the coaft 


of Galicia. The country appears hilly, and the tops 
of the hills arc covered with wood. The fca now grew 
perfcdly calm, and the profped which furrounded us 
was very delightful. When in fight of Cape Finiflerre, 
bearincr W. S. W. fevenor eight leagues, we were met 
by a fmall French Tartan from Marfeillcs, freighted . 
with flour from Ferrol and Corunna. Wc obtained from 
them a fmall fupply of frefli water, which we much 
wanted, having been obliged to fubfift on bread and 
our wine'. On the 22d, in the afternoon, wc pafTed 
two Spanifli men of war, one of which fired a lliotat 
the Adventure to bring her to; but on hailing her, and 
being told wc were king’s fliips, made a proper apo¬ 
logy, and very politely took leave, wifliing us a good 
voyage. On Wednefday, the 29th, about nine at 
night, wc anchored in Funchiale road, in the ifland of 
Madeira. After having faluted the garrifon with eleven 
guns, and they had returned the compliment, we went 
on Ihorc, accompanied by the tw'O Forfters, and w ere 
conduced by Mr. Sills, a gcnilcman from the vice-con- 
ful, to the houfe of Mr. Loughnans, a confidcrablc 
Englifli merchant, who alTifted us w'ith every accom¬ 
modation the ifland and his houfe afibrded, during 
our ftay. Here the officers and private men furnilhed 
themfcivcs with fuch flocks of wine as they could con¬ 
veniently purchafe. 

The Madeira, or Madera iflands are only three in 
number; namely, Madeira, properly fo called ; the 
ifland of Puerto, or Porto Santo; and Ifla Defeita, or 
the Dcfolate Ifle. They arc fituated to the N. of 
the Salvages, and in the Atlantic ocean, between thirty- 
two and thirty-three deg. and feventeen and eighteen 
deg. W. longitude, two hundred and fifty miles N. by 
E.lirom Tcnerilf, three hundred and fixty from Cape 
Cantin on the coaft of Africa, and three hundred N. 
of the ifland of Farro. They were thus named from 
the principal of them, which was called by the Portu- 
TLicze Madeira, fignitying a wood or foreft, from its 
being overgrown w ith trees. They were firft difeovered 
by an Englifli gentleman, and many years after by the 
Portugiielc; and as there is fomething extremely An¬ 
gular in both thefe occurrences, but more particularly 
the firft, we fliall, for the entertainment of our rea¬ 
ders, relate the circumftances attending it. 

In the reign of Edward III. king of England, a 
y'oung gentleman, named Robert Machin, conceived 
a violent paflion for Ann D’Arfet, a beautiful and ac- 
cornplilhcd lady of a noble family. Machin, with re- 
fpeeft to birth and fortune, was inferior to the lady; 
but his perfonal qualifications overcame every fcniple 
on that account, and flie rewarded his attachment with 
a reciprocal afTedlion. Their friends, however, beheld 
the young gentleman in a different light; they fancied 
their blood would be contaminated by an alliance wdth 
one of a lower rank, and therefore determined to fiicri- 
fice thehappinefs of the young lady, to the hcrediiary 
pride of blood, and their ow n mercenary and interefted 
motives. In confequence of thefe ideas, a warrant 
was procured from the king, under the fandion of 
which Machin was apprehended, and kept in clofc 
confinement, till the o.bjed of his affections w as mar¬ 
ried to a nobleman, wdiofe chief merit lay in his hono-^ 
rary title and large pofleflions; and immediately after 
the nuptial ceremony was over, the peer took his beau¬ 
tiful bride with him to a ftrong caftle which he had in 
the neighbourhood of Briftol, and then the unfortu¬ 
nate lover was fet at liberty. 

After being releafed from his cruel confinement, Ma¬ 
chin was acquainted that his miftrefs had been com¬ 
pelled to give her hand to another. This rendered 
him almoft frantic, and he vowed to revenge the vio¬ 
lence done to the lady, and the injury which he himfell 
hadfuflained; and with this view, imparted hisdefigij 
to fome of his friends and companions, who engaged 
to accompany him to Briftol, and aflift fiim in wiiat- 
ever enterprize he undertook. Accordingly one of 
comrades contrived to get himfelf hired by the noble¬ 
man as a fervant, and by that means being introduced 
into the family, he foon found an opportunity to let the 
lady know the fenciments and intentions ol' her lover; 
' when 





















































































































1 „ (1,C fiillv entered into all his projetts, and proniifcd 
m^cornply with whatever he Ihould propole. 1 o laci- 
Prate their dcligns. the lady appeared more chcaHul 
I n.ifual which lulled adeepevery hifpicion that her 
Wd mitrht othenvife have entertained; Ihe alio cn- 
ted p"ermiflion to ride out daily to wke the air lor the 
benefit of her health, which requelt her conlort ea ily 
^nnted. This point being gained, llie did not fail to 
f,te advantage of it. by riding out eveiy morning ac- 
«mpanie<i by one fervant only, which was her lovers 
rSanion, he having been previouIly pitched upon 
.Lavs to attend her by her own contrivance. 

Matters being thus prepared, flie one day rode out as 
.,fual when her attendant conduded her to his friend, 
ho waited at the fea fide to receive her. 1 hey all 
fhiee immediately entered a boat, and foon reached a 
fl.io that lav at fome difiance ready to receive them on 
hoard • and Machin, having the objed ot his wilhes 
L board, immediately, with the afiillance of his aflo- 
ciates fot fiiil. intending to proceed to brance ; but 
all on’board being ignorant ot maritime altairs. and the 
wind blowing a hard gale, they milled their port and 

the next morning, to their aftoniflimcnt, lound them- 

feivcs driven into the mam ocean. In this mirciable 
rondition, they abandoned themfclves to deipair, and 
committed their tatc.s to the mercy of the waves. 
Without a pilot, almoft deflitute ot provilions, and 
nuite devoid of hope, they were tofled about tor the 
fUce of thirteen days. At length, when the morning 
of the fourteenth day began to dawn, they fancied they 
could defery foniething very near them, that had the 
appearance of land ; and when the fun rofe, to their 
rrcat joy they could dillindly perceive it was fuch. 
Their pleafure, however, was in fome meafure lellcncd 
by die rcReaion, that it was arftrangc country ; for they 
plainly perceived it was covered with a variety ol trees, 
whofe nature and appearance they had not the Icalt 
know ledge of. Soon after this, fome of them landed 
from the Hoop, in order to make their obfervations on 
the country'; when, returning foon alter to the wiip, 
they highly commended the place, but at the fame 
time believed there were no inhabitants in it. 

The lover and hismiftrefs, with fome ot his friends, 
then landed, leaving the rell to take care of the Ihip. 
The country appeared beautifully divciiihed with nilis 
and dales, lhaded with various trees, and watered ^ 
many clear meandring ftreams. The moll beautiful 
birds of different fpccics perched upon their heads, 
arms, and hands, unapprehenlive of danger; and fc- 
veral kind% of wild beafts approached, without oner- 
ing any violence to them. After having penctr^cd 
through feveral woody rcceffes, they entered a fine 
meadow admirably incircled with a border of laurels, 
finely enamelled with various flowers, and happily wa¬ 
tered with a meandring cryffal rivulet. Upon an emi¬ 
nence in the midft of this meadow, they faw a lolty 
fpreading tree, the beauty of which invited them to 
repofe under its fhade, and partake of the flieltcr it 
would afford them from the piercing rays ot the fun. 
They at length attempted to make a temporary rcfi- 
dence beneath this tree; and, providing thcmfelves with 
boughs from the neighbouring woods, they built feveral 
fmall huts, or arbours. I'hcy paffed their time very 
agreeably in this place, from whence they made fre¬ 
quent excurfions into- the neighbouring country, ad¬ 
miring its llrange productions and various beauties. 
I’heir happinefs, how'ever, was of no very long conti¬ 
nuance ; for one night a terrible ftorm arofc from the 
N. E. which tore the fliip from her anchor, and drove 
her to fea. The crew were obliged to fubmit to the 
mercy of the elements, when they were driven to the 
coaft of Morocco, w'here the Ihip being ttranded, the 
whole crew was made captives by the Moors. 

Machin and his companions, having miffed the fhip 
the next morning, they concluded fiie had foundered, 
and was gone to the bottom. This new calamity 
plunged them into the deepeff melancholy,aiidfo greatly 
affected the lady, that the could not hipport herfclf 
under it. She had indeed before continually fed her 
grief, by fad prefages of the enterprize’s ending in fome 
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fital cataffiophc to all concerned ; but the fliock of the 
iate difaftcr If ruck her dumb; fo that Ihe expiredrin 
three days afterwards, in the moff bitter agonies. 1 he 
death of the lady alfcclcd Machin to fucli a degree, that 
he furvived her but four days, notwithffanding tiic.ut- 
moft endeavouis of his companions to afford him con- 
iblation. Previous to his death, he begged them to 
place his body in the fame grave with her’s, which 
they had madeattlic foot of an altar, creeled under ihc 
beautiful lofty tree before-mentioned. I'hey after¬ 
wards placed upon it a large wooden croff ; and near 
that an infeription, drawn up by Machin liiinfclf, con¬ 
taining a fuccindt account of the whole adventure ; and 
concluded with a requen:, that if any Chriffians flioulJ 
come thither to fettle, that they would build and dedi¬ 
cate a fhurch to Jefus Chrift upon that fpot. The re¬ 
maining companions of Machin, after his death, de¬ 
termined to attempt returning to England in the floop, 
w hich had been fo well fecured near tlie fliore, as not to 
be in the leaf! damaged by the fform which had driven 
away the ihip. But, happening to take the fame courfc 
die others had been forced upon, they unfortunately 
arrived in like.manncr upon fome part of the coaft ot 
Morocco, where they met with cxadlly the fame iate, 
being feized in a fimilar manner, and carried to the 
fame prifoil. Here they met with feveral other Chrif- 
tian flavcs, bcfides their ow n companions ; particularly 
one John dc Morales, a Spaniard of Seville. This man 
w'as an excellent failor, and took a peculiar delight iti 
hearing the Englifh captives rchcarJc their adventures, 
by which means he learnt the fituation and particular 
marks of this new difeovered country, which he took 
care to retain in his memory. 

In procefsof time, John I. king of Portugal, hav¬ 
ing entered into a-war with the Moors, paffed over into 
Africa with a formidable army; and in the year 1415 
laid ficge to and took Ceuta. In this expedition, he 
was accompanied by his Tons, one of whom, prince 
Henry, took great delight in the Rudy of the mathe¬ 
matics, particularly geography and navigation. Upon 
this occalion, they had a great opportunity of conver- 
lifig with the Moors and African Jews; and'informing 
himfclf^ by their means, of the fttuation of feveral 
foreign countries, the fcas about them, their coafts, 
&c. Hence grew an infatiable thirft for making new 
conquefts; and from this time he was determined to 
devote his attention to the difeovery of unknow n coun¬ 
tries. Inconfequcncc of which refolution, he retired, 
after the redudion of Ceuta, to the Algarvcs, where he 
found a new town within a league of Cape St. Vincent, 
credted a fort to defend it, and determined to fend out 
Ihips from thence upon difeoveries. The per Ton he in¬ 
tended to employ as chief commander, upon thefe oc- 
cafions, was a gentleman of extraordinary abilities, 
named Juan Gonfalvo Zarco, who became famous not 
only for his marl rime difeoveries, but for being the firft 
perfon who introduced the ufc of artillery on board Ihips. 
In 1418 he difeovered Puerto Santo, one of ihc Ma- 
deiras; and in 1420 he paffed the ftreights, and fur- 
veyed a confidcrable extent of the coaft of Africa. In 
the mean rime, a Spanifti prince dying, left by his 
will a large fum of money for the purpofe of redeeming 
Spanifh Chriftians, w ho were kept as Haves in Morocco. 
I'erms being agreed upon between the emperor of Mo¬ 
rocco and the commiffioners, for the redemption of 
thofe captives, a Spanifli Ihip w as fent to Morocco to 
fetch home the redeemed ChriHians, among whom was 
John de Morales before-mentioned. On the return of 
this fliip to Spain, it happened to fall in with the fqua- 
dron commanded by Juan Gonfalvo Zarco, who was, 
as we have juft noticed, thenpaffing the ftraitsto make 
obfervations on the coaft of Africa. Spain and Portu¬ 
gal being at this time at war, Juan Gonfalvo Zarco 
made prize of the Spanifti Ihip; but finding it con¬ 
tained only redeemed captives, he was touched with 
compaffion at the mifcrics they had already fiiffcrcd du¬ 
ring their Havery, and gencroufly difmiircd them, ta¬ 
king out only John dc Morales, whom he found to be 
a very intelligent perfon, an able failor, and an expert 
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When Morales was informed of the reafon of his 
detention, and the difcoverics that the Portuguefe were 
upon, he was mightily rejoiced, and offered voluntarily 
to enter into the fervice of prince Henry. He then told 
the Portuguefe commander of the ifland which had 
been lately difeovered by the Englifli, related the llory 
of the two unfortunate lovers, and every other circum- 
ftance, which, during his captivity, he had heard from 
Machin’s companions. Gonfalvo was fo delighted with 
his relation, that he tacked about, and returned to the 
new tow n which prince Henry had built, called Terra 
Nabal. On his arrival, he introduced Morales to the 
prince, when the Spaniard again repeated all that he 
had before told to Juan Gonfalvo. The prince thought 
this w'orthy of becoming a national affair; and there¬ 
fore, communicating the whole to the king his father, 
and the Portuguefe minidry, they determined to pur- 
fue the difeovery; and for that purpofc fitted out a 
good fliip, well manned and provided, and a Hoop to 
go with oars, when occafion required : and Juan Gon¬ 
falvo was appointed to the whole command. Some 
Portuguefe, on the difeovery of Puerto Santo a iliort 
time before, had been left by Gonfalvo on that ifland; 
and judging by the account of Morales, concerning the 
■fituacion of the ifland they w’cre in queft of, that it could 
not be far from Puerto Santo, he determined to fail 
thither ; where when he arrived, the Portuguefe 
whom he had left behind, informed him, that they had 
obferved to the norch-eafl: a thick impenetrable dark- 
nefj, w-hich conflantly hung upon the fea, and ex¬ 
tended itfclf upward to the heavens. That they never 
knew it to be diminiflied; but a flrangc noife. which 
they could not account for, was often heard from 

^^Toh^n dc Morales appeared to be convinced that this 
was the ifland they were in fcarch of; and Juan Gon¬ 
falvo w'as inclined to coincide with him; but all the 
refl: were terrified at the accounts they had heard. It 
was therefore concluded to remain at Puerto Santo till 
the change of the moon, to fee what clicxl that would 
have upon the fliadc, or whether the nolle would ceafe. 

Put perceiving no alteration of any kind, the panic in- 
creafed among the generality of the adventurers 
Morales, however, flood firm to his opinion of that 
beiniT the ifland they were looking for; and very icn- 
libly obferved, thati according to the accounts he had 
received from the Englifb, the ground was covered over 
with lofty fhady trees; it was no wonder, therefore, that 
it ilwuld be exceeding damp, and that the humid va¬ 
pours might exhale from it by the power o. the fun 
Which, fpreading thcmfclves to the Iky occahoned 
the dark clouds they faw; and with refpett to the 
noife. tlrat might he occafioned by certain currents 
dalliing againft the rocks on the coaft of the ifland. 

Notwithftanding thefe obftaclcs, Juan Gonfalvo de¬ 
termined to proceed ; and, fetting fail the next day, he 
at Icn-Tth made land; and the fear ot thofe w-ho had been 
ail alolig terrified, now vanifhed. The hrft point they 
faw, they named St. Lawrence’s Point: doubling this, 
they found to the fouthward, riling land, whither 
Morales and others were font in a floop to reconnoitre 
the coaft ; and came to a bay which feemed to anfwcr 
tire defeription given by the Englifti. Here they land¬ 
ed : and finding the croft and mfcription over the 
«rave of the two lovers, they returned to Juan Gonfalvo 
with an account of their' fuccefs; whereupon he im¬ 
mediately landed,'and took polTcflion of the place, in 
the name of John 1. king of Portugal, and prince Henry 
Ids fon. Having built an altar near the grave, they 
fearched about the ifland, in order to difcovcr it it con¬ 
tained any cattle; but not finding any, they coafted 
weftwarJ,’till they came to a place where four line 
rivers ram into the fea, of the waters of which Juan 
GonflUvo filled fomc bottles, to carry as a prefent to 
prince Henry. Proceeding farther, they came to a hnc 
valley, which was incerfedldd by a beautiful river, and 
after that to a pleafant fpot covered w ith trees, fomeof 
which being fallen down, Juan Gonfalvo ordered a 
crofs to be eredlcd of the timber, and called the place 
Santa Cruz, or Holy Crofs. After this, they began to 
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look out for a place proper to fix their rcfidencc in 
w'hile they flayed : and at length found a fine trad of 
land, notfo w'oody as the reft of the country, but co¬ 
vered over with fennel, w hich, in the Portuguefe lan¬ 
guage, is called Funcho; fromthcnce the town ofFon^ 
chal, or Funchiale, took its name, which was afterwards 
built on the fame fpot. 

Juan Gonfalvo, after having viewed other parts of the 
ifland, and finding daily caufc fpr new admiration of 
the beauties continually difeovered, returned to Portu¬ 
gal, and arrived at Lilfion in the end of Auguflr 1420, 
without having loft a Angle man in the whole enter- 
prize : and a day of audience being appointed for him 
to make his report of his voyage, the king gave the 
name of Madeira to the new difeovered ifland, on ac¬ 
count of the great quantity of excellent wood found 
upon it. Soon after an order was made for Juan Gon¬ 
falvo to return to Madeira in the enfuing fpring. with 
the title of captain-governor of Madeira, to which title 
the heir of his family at prefent adds that of count. He 
accordingly fet fail on his fecond voyage in May I421, 
taking with him the greateft part of his family, and ar¬ 
riving at Madeira he caft anchor in the road, till then 
called the Englifli Port; but Gonial vo, in honour of the 
fii*ft difeoverer, then called it Puerto de Machine, from 
which name it was corrupted to Machico, which it now 
bears. He then ordered the large fpreading beautiful 
tree before-mentioned (under which Machin and his 
companions had taken up their refidence) to be cut 
down, and a fmall church to be erected with the tim¬ 
ber; which, agreeable to Machin's requeft, he dedi¬ 
cated to Jefus Chrift, and interfedttd the pavement of 
the choir with the bones of the two unfortunate lovers. 
He foon after laid the foundation of the town of 
Funchal, which afterwards became famous; and the 
altar of the new wooden church was dedicated to 
St. Catharine, by his wife Conflantia, who was with 
him. 

John I. king of Portugal, dying, his eldcft fon and 
fucceffor Duarte, in confideration of the great fums of 
money expended in peopling this ifland, by prince 
Henry his brother, gave him the revenues of it for life. 
He likewife gave the fpiritualities of it to the order of 
Chrift, which endowment Alonza XV. afterwards con¬ 
firmed. 

The ifland of Madeira, properly fo called, is com- 
pofed of one continued hill of a wonderful height, ex¬ 
tending from eaft to weft: the declivity of which, 011 
the fouth fide, is cultivated and interfperfed with vine¬ 
yards ; and in the midft of this flope, the merchants 
have fixed their country-feats; which help to render the 
profped very agreeable. The air is more moderate thim 
that in the Canary Iflands, and the foil more fertile in 
corn, wine, fugur, and fruits. Fine fprings abound almoft 
in every part, bcfides which there are eight good rivers. 
The great plenty of water firft fuggefted the hint to 
prince Henry of fending fugar canes to Madeira from 
Italy, which greatly improved through the increafe of 
heat, and produced more than in their native foil. 

This ifland aftbrds plenty of citrons, barmnas, peaches, 
apricots, plumbs, cherries, figs and walnuts; with 
oraiiges of all forts, and lemons of a proJigions llzc. 
Fruit-trees from Europe thrive here in perfection ; and 
the natives are faid to make the beft fvveatmeats of 
any in the world, and particularly greatly excel in pre- 
ferving citrons and oranges, and in making marmalade 
and perfumed paftes, which greatly excel thofe of Ge¬ 
noa. The fugar made here is very fine, and has the 
fmell of violets ,* this, indeed, is faid to be the firft 
place in the Weft where this manufacture was fet on foot, 
and from thence w^as carried to America: but afterwards 
the fugar-plantations at Brazil profpering extremely, 
the greateft part of the fugar-canes in this ifland were 
pulled up, and vineyards planted in their ft cad, that 
produce excellent wines, which, the author of Loro 
Anfon's voyage obferves, feems to be defigned by Pro¬ 
vidence to'exhilerate and comfort the inhabitants of the 
torrid zone. The cedar-tree here is very ftrait, taft, 
and thick, and has a rich feent. The wpod ot ih<? 
nalTo tree is of a red rofe colour; here are alfo the niaftic 
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nd aiim-dragon trees; and bciides fruic-ti'ces there arc 
a variety of other trees, Avhich are common both to 
Europe and Africa. The everlafting-Howcr is a great 
curiolity; for '^hen it is plucked it cannot be perceived 
to fade ; it grows like fage, flowers like camomile, and 
always appears frefli and blooming. Vines arc in 
abundance; and from the grapes which they produce 
a vail: quantity of the moll delicious wines are made. 
Indeed the foil is fo well adapted for the cultivation of 
vines, that the grapes exceed the leaves in number, and 
fome'of the bunches arc fixteen or eighteen inches in 
length. Here arc fevcral forts of thefe wines ; one is 
cf the colour of champagne, but is not much valued: 
another fort is a white wine, much ftronger than the 
former. A third fort is excellent, and refembles malm- 
fy it being of the fame nature with that which grows 
inTencriJf: and another refembles Alicantwinc, but 
is much inferior to it in tafte, and is never drank alone, 
but mixed with the other forts, to which it gives a 
colour and Ifrength to keep. It is obferv’ablc of the 
Madeira wines, that they are greatly improved by the 
heat of the fun, when expofed to it in the barrel, after 
the bung is taken out. In the whole ifland they an¬ 
nually make about tw'cnty-cight thoufand pipes, eight 
tliouland of which are drank there, and the reft export¬ 
ed, the grcatcfl part being fent to the Wcft-rlndies. 
The wines tlvat are broughr direclly to England, arc 
not equal in goodnefs to fuch as are firfl carried to the 
Well-lndics ; and tlicir flavour is exceedingly height¬ 
ened, if they remain feme time in Barbadocs. The 
produel of each vipeyard is ufually divided equally 
between the proprietor, and the perfon who gathers 
and prclfcs the grapes; it commonly happens, how¬ 
ever, that while the merchant is rich, the gatherer is poor. 
The people here trade among themlclvcs, or barter. 

The principal town in the whole ifland is Fonchal, or 
Funchiale, and is feated in the fouih part of the 
ifland at the bottom of a large bay, in latitude 32 deg. 
33 min. 34 fee. N. and in 17 deg. 12 min. W. longi¬ 
tude. We deduced the longitude from lunar obferva- 
tions, and Mr. Wales reduced the fame for the town by 
Mr. Kendal's watch, which makes the longinidc of 
Funchiale, 17 deg. 10 min. 14 fee. W. Towards the 
• fea it is foitified by a high wall, wdth a battery of can¬ 
non, bcfidcs a calhle on the Loo, which is a rock 
Handing in the water at a fmall diftance from the 
fliorc. lEis town is the only place of trade, and indeed 
the only place where it is pofliblc for a boat to land : 
and even here the beach is covered with large floncs, 
and a violent fiirf continually beats upon it. The only 
good lirnc for landing is before the fea-breeze comes 
on. 'i'iic tow'n is very populous, but the majority of 
the inhabitants are not natural-born Poruiguefc; fora 
great number of Engliili and French Roman catholics 
fettled there, who live after the Portuguefe manner; 
foine Englifh protcllants, and a prodigious number of 
negroes and mulattocs, both freemen and Haves. The 
Hreets arc Ilraight, and drawn by a line, and their 
noLifes arc pretty well built; their churches arc well- 
built bcauiiuil Ilrudures, enriched with gilding, fine 
pnHures, and plate, and people arefaid to meet in them 
upon bufmcls that has little relation to devotion. 

Tliofe women who have no domeftic chapels, never 
go to church but on Sundays and holidays; when, if 
there be feveral daughters, they walk two and two 
before the mother, each having a large thin vail over 
her ^cc; but their breaflsand Ihoiildcrs arc quite bare, 
iy their fide walks a venerable old man, with a firing 
oi beads in his hand, and anned w ith a fword and dag- 
bis town is the fee of a bifhop, who has the 
hole ifland under hi.s fpiritual jurifdidion, and is fuf- 
ragan to the archbilliop of Lilbon. The governor of 
the Ifland alfo rdides here. 

v.^ the ifland arc two other towns; one called Man- 
ico, which has a church named Santa Cruz, or the 
orh ^ ^tofs, and a convent of Bernardine-friars *, thi 
1 town is named Monccrito. In fhort, the ifland 
I n^ t^°ntaincd thirty-fix pariflics, a college, and a mo- 
ofjefuics, five ocher monallcrics, eighty-two 
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hermitages, and five hofpitals. There arc feveral fine 
feats and caflles about the coimtry, in which the mer¬ 
chants chiefly rciide. 

The ordinary food of the poorer people, in the time 
of vintage, is little clfc than bread and rich grapes; and 
were it not for their abflcniioufnefs, fevers in the he t 
feafons would be frequent; therefore even the rich, in 
the hot months, are very moderate in their diet and 
drinking. The generality of the people aftedl great 
gravity in their deportment, and ufually drefs in black; 
but they cannot difpenfe with the fpado and dagger, 
which even fervants wear; fo that you may fee a foot¬ 
man waiting at table with a fword at Icafl a yard 
long, and a great bafket hilt to it. The houfes in 
general are plain, as the inhabitants put themfclves at 
no great cxpcncc in furnifliing them. The windows 
arc fecuved by wooden fluitters at night, and inflead of 
boing glazed, arc latticed. With refpedl to their mar¬ 
riages, afil:cfcion is never confidcred, the principle en¬ 
quiries arc into family defeent and circumflances; the 
women arc prohibited from marrying Englilhmen, un- 
lefs the latter confent to embrace the Roman catholic 
religion. Murders arc very frequeht, on account of 
the great numbers of places deemed fanchiarics, and 
the eafe w ith which a murderer can thereby fereen him- 
felf from jiiflicc. flut if the criminal is taken before 
he can reach the fanduaiy, the punifhment is only 
cither banifnmenc or imprifbnmcnt, both which, by a 
pecuniary compoficlon, may be evaded. 

Here are a great number of clergy, w ho arc generally 
rich; but none who arc defeended from Mooi*s or Jews 
are admitted to take orders. The churches are made 
repofitories for the dead, and the coijDfe is curioully 
dreflTcd and adorned: yet in the interment, llore of lime 
is ufed, in order to confume the body as fpccdily as 
polTible, which ufually happens in a fortnight; fo that 
there is then room for another corpfe. The bodies of 
proteilants arc not allow ed to be buried, but muft be 
throw'n into the fea ; nevcrthclcfs they are permitted to 
be interred in confccrated ground, provided a handfomc 
fum of money is paid to the clergy. 

Puerto Santo is generally termed one of the Madeira 
iflands, and lies to the north-eaft of Madeira, in 32 
deg. 30 min. N. latitude, and m 16 deg. 5 min. W. 
longitude from London, and is only about 15 miles in 
circumference. It was difeovered in the year 1412, by 
two Portuguefe gentlemen, one of whom was Don Juan 
Gonfalvo, fent by prince Henry, fen to John I. king of 
Portugal, to double Cape Bajador, in order to make 
farther difcoveries; but being furprifed by a violent 
dorm, were driven out to fea, and, ^vhen they gave 
themfclves over for loft, had the happinefs to find this 
ifland, which proving a fafo afylum to them, they called 
it Puerto Santo, or the Holy Poit. 

This ifland p oduces w'hcat and other com, juft fiilTi- 
cient fq^ the fupport of the inhabitants ; here alfo are 
plenty of oxen, wild hogs, and a vaft number of rabbits. 
There arc trees which produce the gum called dragon’s 
blood, and likcwife a little honey and w'ax, which are 
extremely good. It has properly no harbour, but there 
is good mooring in the road, which affords a convenient 
retreat for fliips going to Africa, or coming from tlie 
Indies; fo that merchantmen often Hop there, which 
aflbrtls confiderable profit to the inhabitants, w ho are 
defeended from the Portuguefe, to whom the ifland 
is fubjccl. The inhabitants are all Roman catholicks, 
being under the fpiritual jurifdidlion of the bifliop of 
Fonchal in Madeira. They would live a very quiet 
life, were it net for the pirates, who often pay them 
troublcfome vilits. In the year 1617, they landed here, 
and carried olf fix hundred and lixcy-tliree prifoners, 
bclides plundering the place. 

There is a little ifland called the Dcfart, which pro¬ 
duces only orchil la-weed, and fome goats are on it: it 
lies on the cafi-fidc of Madeira, at about fix leagues 
difiance. 

On Saturday the 1 fi of Augufi, having flowed on 
board a fupply of water, wine, and other necclTaries, 
w'C fet fail, lofl fight of Madeira, and fiood to the 
2 E fouthward. 
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foilthward, with a gentle gale at N. E. On Tuefday 
the 4th, we faw the pleafant ifland of Palma, bearing 
S. S. W. diftant about three or fourjeagues. This is 
one of the Canary iflcs. It may be feen, on account of 
its height, twelve or fourteen leagues at fea, and lies in 
latitude 28 deg. 38 miri. N. and in 17 deg. 58 mirt. W. 
longitude. On Wednefday, the 5th, we pafTed the ifle 
of herro, at the diftance of fourteen leagues. 

The iAand of Palma lies about fifty miles to the W. 
of TenerifFe, and two hundred W. of the continent of 
Africa. It is about thirty miles long, twenty broad, 
and feventy in circuit. On the N. E. part of the ifland, 
within land, is a high and fpacious mountain, ftcep on 
all fides. This is called La Caldera, or the cauldron, 
from a hollow like that on the pike of Teneriffe. The 
fummit is about two leagues in circumference, and on 
the infide the cauldron defeends gradually from thence 
to the bottom, which is a fpace of about thirty acres. 
On the declivity of the infide fpring feveral rivule’ts, 
w hich joining together at the bottom, ifliiein one flream 
through a pafTage to the outfide of the mountain from 
which this brook defeends; and having run fome dif¬ 
tance from thence, turns tw^o fugar-mills. The water 
of this flream is unwholcfome, on account of its being 
mixed with fome w'atcr of a pernicious quality in the 
cauldron j all the infide of w hich abounds with her¬ 
bage, and is covered with palms, pitch-pine, laurel, 
lignum-rhodium, and retamas; w'hich lafl have in this 
ifland a yellow bark, and grow to the lize of large trees ; 
but in the others they are only fiirubs. The people here 
take great care not to let the he goats feed on the leaves 
of the retama, on account of their breeding a fione in 
the bladder, which is mortal. Two rivulets fpring on 
the outfide of the cauldron ; one of thefe runs north¬ 
ward to the village of St. Andrew, and turns two fu¬ 
gar-mills, and the other runs to the town of Palmas, 
which lies to the eaftward. Thcfe are the only rivu¬ 
lets or ftreams of any confequence in the ifland: on 
which account the natives build tanks, or fquarc refer- 
voirs with planks of pitch-pine, w hich they make tight 
with caulking. Thefc they fill with the torrents of 
rain-water that in the winter feafon rufh down from the 
mountains, and preferve it for themfelves and cattle: 
but the fheep, goats, and hogs, in places at a diftance 
from the rivulets, feed almoft all the year round on the 
roots of fern and afphodil, and therefore have little or 
no need of w^ater, there being moifture enough in thofe 
roots to fupply the want of that element. Though the 
fouth quarter of the ifland is moll deftitute of water, 
yet there is a medicinal well of hot water fo clofe to the 
fea-fliorc, that the tide flows into it at full fea. 

At Uguer is a cave, that has a long narrow entrance, 
fo ftraight that people pafs through it backwards, with 
their face to the mouth of the cave; but after they 
have got through this pafiage, they enter a fpacious 
rotto, where water diftils from between the large 
akes of flate ftones that hang from the roof; the 
leaft blow given to thcfe, refounds with a noife like 
thunder through the cave. In the diftricl of Tifuya is 
a mountain, which appears to have been removed by an 
earthquake from its original lituation. The natives 
have a tradition, that the fpot on which it now ftands 
was a plain, and the moft fertile fpot in the whole 
ifland, till it was deftroyed by the burning lava, and 
the fall of the mountain. Indeed, the cftedls of'vol¬ 
canos arc to be feen in almoft every part of the ifland ; 
for the channels where the burning matter, melted ores, 
and calcined ftones and allies ran, may be eafily dif- 
tinguiflied by a curious obferver. Nunno de Penna, in 
his Hiftorical Memoirs, relates, that on the 13th of 
November 1677, a little after fun-fet, the earth fliook 
for thirteen leagues with a dreadful noife, that conti¬ 
nued five days, during which it opened in feveral places; 
but the greateftgap was upon the mountain of La Cal¬ 
dera, a mile and a half from the fea, from whence pro¬ 
ceeded a great fire, which call up ftones and pieces of 
rock. The like happened in feveral places thereabouts, 
and in Icfs than a quarter of an hour were twenty- 
eight gaps about the foot of the mountain, which caft 
forth abundance of flames and burning ftones. The 


fame perfon adds, that on the 20th of November fol, 
low'ing, there was a fecond eruption of the fame mount 
from whence came forth ftones and fire, with great 
earthquakes and thunders for feveral days, fo that black 
cinders were taken up at feven leagues diftance: the 
adjacent ground was entirely wafted, and the inhabi¬ 
tants forced to quit their dwellings. The laft volcano 
that happened in this ifland was in 1750, when one of 
thcfe rivers of fire ran, with great rapidity, from the 
mountains towards the town of Palmas, and difeharged 
itfclf about a mile to the northward of the town, but 
we have not learnt that any confiderable eruption hath 
happened fincc-that time. 

If w^e take a view of Palma at the diftance of three 
leagues oft* at fea, the mountains feem full of gutters 
or beds formed by torrents of rain water; but thefe 
only appear little from their height and diftance; for 
we find them to be large vallies,abounding wnth woods, 
on a nearer approach. In many places on the fliorcof 
this and the other iflands, is found the black fliining 
fimd ufed to throw upon writing, to prevent its blotting. 
It appears to have been caft out of volcanos, for the 
load ftonc, when held near it, wdll draw up every grain 
of it. 

The air, weather, and winds are nearly the fame as 
at Tcnerift' and Canaria, except that the wcftcrly winds 
and rain are more frequent at Palma, on account of 
its lying more to the weftward and northward, and on 
that account is not fo far wdthin the verge of the 
E. trade wdnds as thofe iflands; whence it is particu¬ 
larly expofed to the S. wind, which moftly prevails in 
the latitudes adjacent to thofe of the N. E. trade-winds, 
as well as to variable winds from other quarters. 

The climate here, and in Teneriffe, Canaria, and 
Gomcra, differs greatly, according as a perfon lives in 
the mountains, or near the fea fliore. During a calm, 
the heat feems almoft intolerable' near the fliore, in the 
months of July, Auguft and September; but the air 
is at the fame time quite frefli and pleafant on the 
mountains. In the middle of winter the houfes upon 
thefe, fome of which are near the clouds, muft be ex¬ 
tremely cold, and the natives keep fires burning in 
their habitations all day long; but this is far from be¬ 
ing the cafe near the fea, where they ufe fires only in 
their kitchens. The fummits of all the Canary files, 
except Lancerota and Fuerteventura, are generally co¬ 
vered with fnow for eight months in the year. The 
fummit of Palma formerly abounded w ith trees, but a 
great drought in 1545 deftroyed them all; and though 
others began to fpring up fome time after, they were 
deftroyed by the rabbits and other animals, which find¬ 
ing no pafture below, w'cnt up there, and deftroyed all 
the young fhrubs and trees, fo tliat the upper part of 
the ifland is at prefent quite bare and defolate. Before 
the trees and fhrubs were deftroyed, a great deal of 
manna fell there, which the natives gathered and fent 
to Spain. The rabbits were firft brought to Palma by 
Don Pedro Fernandez de Lago, the learned lieutenant- 
general of Teneriffe, and have fince encreafed in a fur- 
prifing manner. 

Palma aftbrds nearly the fame produdlions as Ca¬ 
naria, but a great quantity of fugar is made here, par¬ 
ticularly on the S. W. fide of the ifland. The princi¬ 
pal port is called by the fame name, and is fituated on 
the fouth fide of the ifland. The road is about a quar¬ 
ter of a mile from the fhore, where veflels generally 
ride in fifteen or twenty fathoms water; and w'ith good 
anchors and cables, notwithftanding the cafterly vvinds, 
they may ride with great fafety in all the winds that 
blow in this part of the world. The town is large, 
containing tw'oparlfli churches, feveral convents, with 
many private buildings, though they are neither fo 
good nor fo large as thofe in the city of Palmas in Ca¬ 
naria, or of the towns in Teneriffe. Near the mole is 
a caftlc or battery, mounted with fome pieces of can-r 
non, for the defence of the fiiips in the bay, and to pre¬ 
vent the landing of an enemy. There are no other 
towns of note in Palma ; but many villages, the chief 
of which is called St. Andrew, w here there are four 
engines for the making of fugar; but the land here¬ 
abouts 
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abouts is very poor. To that the inhabitants are fupplied 
from the ifland of Teneriife with grain and other ne- 
cefTary articles. 

For the amufement of uninformed readers, wc fliall 
here add an account of the ifland of Ferro, and alfo a 
particulardefcription of theprefent natives of the iflands 
of Canaria, Tcneriffe, Palma, Gomcra, andFcrro; their 
perfons, habit, diet, buildings, manners, cufloms, &c. 
^ The Spaniards call the ifland of Ferro, Hierro, and 
the French the ille de Fer, or the ifland of Iron: it is 
the mofl: weflcrly of all the Canaries, and is about 
thirty miles long, fifteen broad, and fcventy-five in 
circumference. The French navigators formerly placed 
in the center of this ifland their flrfl: meridian for 
reckoning the longitude, as the Dutch did theirs at the 
pike of Tcncrifle; but at prefent mofl: geographers 
reckon their lirfl: meridian from the capital of their 
own country, as the Englifh from London, the French 
from Paris, &c. It being more convenient, and con¬ 
veying a more diftindl idea to fay, that fuch a place 
is fo many leagues diflant E. or W. from the capital 
of his own country, than to reckon the longitude from 
a didant land. 

This ifland of Ferro rifes on all Tides fleep and craggy 
from the fea-fhore above a league, fo as to render the 
afeent extremely difficult and fatiguing; but after tra¬ 
velling thus far, the reff of the ifland will be found to 
be tolerably level and fruitful, abounding with many 
kinds of trees and fhrubs, and producing better grafs, 
herbs, and flowers, than any of the other iflands, whence 
bees' thrive and multiply here in a very extraordinary 
manner, and excellent honey is made by them. 'Lhere 
are but few fprings in the whole ifland ; and on account 
of the fcarcity of water, the flicep, goats, and Twine, 
do not drink in fummer, but quench their thirfl at that 
feafon, by digging up and chewing the roots of fern. 
The great cattle are watered at a place where water 
diflils from the leaves of a tree. Many authors have 
made mention of this tree. Tome of whom reprefent it 
as miraculous; while others deny its ver)' cxiftence : 
but the author of the hiftory of the Difeovery and 
Conquefl of the Canary Iflands, gives a particular ac¬ 
count of it, which we fhall here infert for the fatisfac- 
tionof the curious. 

In the cliff or fleep rocky afeent by which the whole 
ifland is furrounded, is a narrow gutter which com¬ 
mences at the Tea, and is continued to the fummitof the 
cliff, where it joins, or coincides, with a valley termi¬ 
nated by the fleep front of a rock, on the top of which 
grows a tree called in the language of the antient inha¬ 
bitants garfc, or facred, w hich for many years has been 
prcfcrved entire, found, and frcfli. Its leaves con- 
flantly diflil fo great a quantity of water, that it is fuf- 
ficient to furnifli drink to every living creature in 
Hierro, nature having provided this remedy for the 
drought of the ifland. It is diflindl from other trees, 
and Hands by itfelf: its trunk is about twelve fpans in 
circumference ; its height from the ground to the top 
of the highefl branch is forty fpans, and the circum¬ 
ference of all the branches together is one hundred 
aiid tw'enty feet. The branches are thick and extend¬ 
ed, and the loweft begin about the height of an ell from 
the ground. Its fruit refembles an acorn, but tafles 
like the kernel of a pine apple, only it is fofter, and 
more aromatic ; and the leaves refcmble thofe of the 
laurel, but are larger, wider, and more curved. Thefe 
come forth in a perpetual fucceflion, whence the tree 
always remains green. Near it grows a thorn, which 
aitens on many of its branches, with which it is in- 
erwoven, and Tome beech trees, brefos, and thorns, 
aie at a fniall diflance from it. On the north fide of 
oc trunk are two large tanks or ciflerns of rough flone, 
or rather one eiflern divided ; each half being twenty 
ct iquarc, and fixteen fpans deep. One of thefe con- 
ains water for the drinking of the inhabitants, and 
which they ufe for their cattle, wafliing, 
and the like purpofes. 

every morning, 
fouth and caflerly winds force againfl the 
ve-mentioncd fleep cliff; when the cloud havihg 


no vent but by the gutter, gradually afeends it, and ad¬ 
vances flow'ly from thence to the extremity of the val¬ 
ley, and then refls upon the widc-fpreading branches of 
the tree, from whence it diflils in drops during the re¬ 
mainder of the day, in the fame manner as w ater drips 
from the leaves of trees after a heavy lliovvcr of rain. 
This diflillation is not peculiar to the tree, for the 
brefos which grow near it alfo drop water; but their 
leaves being only few and narrow, the quantity is fo 
trifling, that though the natives favc fomc of it, yet 
they make little account of any but what diflils from 
the tree; which, together with the water of fomc 
fprings, is fufficicnt to ferve the natives and their cat¬ 
tle. It has been remarked, that this tree yields mofl 
water in thofe years w hen the caflerly w'inds have mofl 
prevailed ; for by them alone the clouds or mifls arc 
drawn hither from the fea. A perfon lives near the 
fpot on which the tree growls, who is appointed by 
the council to take care of it and its water, and is al¬ 
lowed a certain falary, with a houfe to live in. He 
daily diflributes to each family of the diflrict feven 
veffcls filled with water, bcfldcs what he gives to the 
principal perfons of the ifland, 

Mr. Glafs fays, he is unable to determine whethei* 
the tree which yields water at prefent be the fame here 
deferibed, but juflly obfeiwes, that it is probable there 
have been a fucceflion of them. He himfelf did not 
fee this tree, for this is the only ifland of all the Ca¬ 
naries which he did not viflt; but he obferves, that he 
has failed with the natives of Hierro, who, w hen quef- 
tioned about the cxiflcncc of this tree, anflvered in the 
affirmative; and takes notice, that trees yielding wa¬ 
ter arc not peculiar to this ifland, fince one of the fame 
kind in the ifland of Sc. Thomas, in the gulf of Guincy, 
is mentioned by fome travellers. 

By reafon of a fcarcity of water, the foil, in fome 
parts of this ifland, is very barren ; but in others it is 
fertile, and produces all the neceffary aiticles for the 
fupporc of the inhabitants. The flicep, goats, and 
hogs, that arc brought up in thofe parts diflant from the 
rivulets, feed almofl all the year round on the roots of 
fern and afphodil, and therefore have little occafion for 
water, as the w'ant of that element is fupplied by the 
great moiflure that is naturally in thofe roots. 

There is only one fmall town in this ifland, and the 
mofl diflinguilhed building in it is a parifli church. 
Many fmall villages arc dirperfed about the town, but 
there arc not any of them that deferve a particular de- 
feription. 

Small cattle, brandy, honey, and orchilla weed, arc 
the chief articles of the trade carried on by the inhabi¬ 
tants of this ifland. 

As to the original natives of the ifland of Ferro, w e 
arc told by travellers, that before it was rendered fub- 
je<fl to Spain they w ere of a middle ftature, and cloathcd 
with the Ikins of bcafls. The men wore a cloak of three 
flicep-fkins fcw'ed together, with the woolly fide out¬ 
wards in fummer, and next their bodies in winter. 
The w omen alfo w ore the fame kind of cloak, bcfldcs 
w hich they had a petticoat, which reached down to the 
middle of their legs. They fewed their Ikins with 
thongs cut as fine as thread, and for needles ufed fmall 
bones fliarpened. They wore nothing on their heads, 
and their long hair w as made up into a number of fmall 
plaits. They had flioes made of the raw fkins of fliccp, 
hogs, or goats. Thefe people had a grave turn of 
mind, for all their fongs were on feriows fubjetfls, and 
fet to flow plaintive tunes, to which they danced in a 
ring, joining hands, and fometimes jumping up in 
pairs, fo regularly that they feemed to be united; they 
flill praeftife in Ferro this manner of dancing. Their 
dwellings conflfled of circular inclofures, formed by a 
flone wall w'ithout cement, each having one narrow en¬ 
trance. On the inflde they placed poles orfpars againfl 
the wall, one end refling on the top, and the other ex¬ 
tending a confiderable diflance to the ground; and 
thefe they covered with fern, or branches of trees. 
Each of thefe inclofures contained about twenty lami- 
lies. A bundle of fern, with goat-flvin fpread over it, 
ferved them for a bed, and for bed-cloaths and cover¬ 
ings 
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ings they uftd drefled goat fleins to keep them warm. 
Ik'fbre they offered the breaft to a new-born child, they 
gave it fern roots roallcd, bruifed, and mixed with but¬ 
ter ; and at prefent they give them flour and barley-meal 
roaflcd, and mixed with bruifed cheefe. 

The natives ufually bake the ilcih of flieep, goats, 
and hogs; and as they had no kind of grain, their bread 
was made of fern roots, of which, with milk and but¬ 
ter, the principal part of their diet was compofed. 

One king governed them all; and having neverany 
occafion to go to war, had no warlike weapons: they 
indeed carried long flaves; but thefe were only to affiil: 
them in travelling; for the country being fo rocky, as 
to make it necelTary frequently to leap from one 
flone to another, this they performed by means of thefe 
poles. 

Polygamy was not allowed; but they had no reftric- 
tions with refpect to their marriages, except a man’s 
not being allowed to marry his mother or fiflier; for 
every man might take the woman he liked beft, and 
whofe confent he could obtain, without the lead regard 
to rank or nobility. Indeed all, except the king, w’erc 
in this refpecl upon an equality: the only diftinction 
among them confifted in the number of their flocks. It 
w as Lifual for the man, when he chofe a wife, to make a 
prefent of cattle to her father, according to his ability, 
in return for the favour of letting him have his daugh¬ 
ter. The king received no particular tribute from his 
fubjedls; and every one made him a prefent of cattle; 
for they were not obliged to give him any thing, but ac¬ 
cording to their pleafure or circumftances. At a fcaft, 
they killed one or two fat lambs, according to the num¬ 
ber of their guells : thefe they placed in a vclfel on 
the ground, fitting round it in a circle, and never riling 
till they had eaten the whole. Thefe fcafts are dill 
continued among their defeendants. ‘ If a perfon fell 
fick, they rubbed his body all over with butter and 
Ihecp’s marrow, covering him well up to keep him w arm; 
but when a man happened to be wounded, they burned 
the parr aflected, and afterwards anointed it with but¬ 
ter. 'fhe^* buried their dead in caves; and if the dc- 
ccafcd was a man of wealth, they interred him in his 
c loaths, and put a board at his feet, and the pole he 
ufed to travel with at his fidc; and, in order to pre¬ 
vent his being devoured by ravens, they clofed the 
mouth of the cave with floncs. 

Murder and theft were the only crimes for which 
they inflicbed corporal puniflimenc. The murderer was 
put to dcatli in the fame manner as he had killed the 
deccafed ; and the thief, for the firft offence, was pii- 
nilhcd with the lofs of one of his eyes, and lor the fc- 
cond, of the other. I’his was done that he might not 
fee to fleal any more. The office of executioner on 
thefe occalions, w-as performed by a particular pcrlbn 
fet apart for that purpofe. 

As CO their religion, they wwflnppcd two deities, 
one of whom was male, the other female; the male 
w'ns mimed Eraoranzan, and was the objedl of the men’s 
adoration ; the other, worlhippcd by the women, w as 
called Moneyba. 'fhey had no images, or viliblc re- 
prefentations of thefe deities; nor did they ever facri- 
iice to them, but only prayed to them in their necef- 
litics, as when they wanted rain to bring up the grafs 
far the fiibliflcncc of their cattle, fizc. The natives 
pretended, that when the gods were inclined to do 
them good, they came to the ifland, and alighted on 
two great rocks, which are in a place to which they 
gave the name of Ventayca, where they received the 
petitions of the peopl •, and afterwards returned to 
their cclellial abode ; thefe rocks arc now^ called by the 
Spaniards Los Antillos dc los Antiques, or the hills of 
the ancients. 

Wc lliall now give a particular defeription of the 
jirefent natives of Canaria, Tencrilfe, Palma, Gomcra, 
and Ferro, with an account of their perfons, drefs, &c. 
previous to which it will be neceffary to^obferve, that 
the defeendants of this mixed nation arc at prefent de¬ 
nominated Spaniards, whofe language is that of the 
Caftilian, which the gentry fpeak in pcrfecbion; but 
the pcafants, in the remote paru of the illaads, in an 
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almoll unintelligible manner, fo that they arc fcarccly I 
underftood by 11 rangers. | 

The grcaieff: part of the natives arc fmall of ffature I 

well made, and have good features ; but they are more '| 

fwarthy than the inhabitants of the fouthern parts of I 

Spain; their eyes, however, are fine, large, and fpark- 1 

ling, and their countcnanc.s exxeedingly exprclfivci 
but the old people have a very difagreeable alpetih Pco- I 
pic of diftindtion wore in common a camblet cloak of If 
a dark red or black colour, a linen night-cap, bordered 
with lace; and a broad flouched hat. When they 
pay vLlits, a coat, fword, and w hite peruke are added, j 
the latter of which forms a veiy odd contrafl: to their 
dulky complexions, and what is Hill more lingular, they 1 

keep their large flouched hat upon their heads alwavs J 

in the houfc ; but when they arc out of doors, they ij 

carry them under their arm. Neither do they put on I 

their perukes, upper coats, or fwords, but when they 
w^alk in procellion, pay formal vifits, or go to church, 
on high fellivals. The low'cr clafs of people w'ear theif 
own black, bufliy hair, and tuck fomc of it behind the ' 
right ear; and their principal garment is a white loofc 
coat with a friar’s cape, and girded round the rniddle 
with a falh. This garment is long and narrow-, and 
made of the wool of their owm Iheep. 

Women of inferior rank wear a piece of gauze on 
their heads, which falls dow^n the fliouldcrs, is pinned 
under the chin, and covers the neck and brealf. A 
part of their drefs is a broad-brimmed flouched hat, 
but they ufe this with more propriety thcan the men; for 
abroad they wear it upon their heads, whereby theif 
faces are fcrecncd from the fcorching beams of the fun. 
They throw a mantle over their fliouldcrs, the goodnclk 
of which is in proportion to the condition of the w^carer. 
They wear jackets inllead of flays, and are all very 
fond of a great number of petticoats. The principal 
ladies of Grand Canaria and Tenerilfc drefs after the 
fafliion of France and England, and pay vHits in cha¬ 
riots ; but none walk the ftreets without being vailed, 
though fome are fo carelcfs in the ufc of their vails, that 
they cake care to let their faces and necks be feen. Some 
ladies have their hair curioufly plaited, and fallcned to 
the crown of their head with a gold comb. Their 
mantles arc very rich, and they wear a profuflon of 
jewels ; but they render their appearance ridiculousto 
flr^gers, from that clumfinefs of drefs and aukv/ard- 
nefs of gait, which is obfervaolc In both fexes. 

The poorer fort of people are afflided with many 
loath fome diforders, and are naturally very filthy; the 
gentry, however, affedt great delicacy. Both fexes go 
every morning to hear mafs; and mofl of them go be¬ 
fore they take any rcfrcflmient. Their breakfafl is- 
ufually chocolate: they dine at noon : and fliut up the 
doors till three o’clock. People in good circumfiances- 
have four <k)urfes brought to table.- The firfl difli con- 
fifls of foup made of beef, mutton, pork, bacon, po¬ 
tatoes, turnips, carrots, onions, and fliffron, flewed 
together, with thin fliccs of bread put into the difli. 

I'he fecond courfc confills of roallcd meat, fow Is, 

The third is the olio, or ingredients of which the foup 
was made. After which, comes the defect, confifting 
of fruit and fw cct-meats. The company drink freely 
of wine, or wine and water, w-hilc at dinner; but have 
no wine after tlie cloth is removed. While drinking, 
their toafts are much like ours. When dinner is over, 
a large filver difh, filled with water, is fet upon the ta- 
blc ; when the whole company, all at once, wafli in it; 
and then a fervant, who Hands at the lower end of tl<e 
table, cries, Blclfcd and praifed be the mofl holy fa- 
crainent of the altar, and the clear and pure conception 
of the moll holy virgin, conceived in grace from the 
firll inllant of her natural exillencc. L.adies and gen¬ 
tlemen, much good may it do you!”' After w hich, 
making a low bow to the company, he retires. They 
then rife, and each goes to his apartment, to take a nap 
for about an hour; which proves a great rcfrefhmcnt in 
this warm climate. Thofc of higher llarions have ge¬ 
nerally a friar for one of their guells, w-ho wc may fup- 
pofe is the confelTor to fomc of the family, and fre¬ 
quently behaves witji great rudenefs; yet neither the 
I maflo^ 
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maftcrof thehoufe, nor any of the company, chufe 
o take much notice of it. Mr. Glafs was once invited 
\o dine with a gentleman, where a Francifcan friar 
made one of the company; but no fooner had they 
beffun to eat, than the friar aflced him if he was a chrif- 
tian ? He anfwcred, that he hoped fo. He w^as then 
defircd to rehearfe the Apoftle’s creed ; but anfwering, 
that he knew nothing about it, the reverend father ftared 
full in his face, and exclaimed, " O thou black afs 1 " 
Offcilded at this piece of ill manners, our author afkcd, 
What he meant by treating him in that manner? When 
the friar only anfwercd by repeating the abufe; the 
mailer of the houfe endeavoured in vain to perfuade 
him to give over; but as the perfon did not at that time 
undcrlland Spanifh fo well as to exprefshimfelf fluently, 
he arofe and left the houfe, after telling the gentleman, 
that he faw he was unable to protect him from infults at 
his own table. They treat with chocolate and fweet- 
meats in the morning and evening vifits; but in the 
fummer evenings with fnow-water. People fup be¬ 
tween eight and nine, and retire to reft foon after. The 
diet of the common people confills of goffio, fruit, and 
wine, with falt-filli brought from the coafl: of Barbary. 
Some think their being fubjecl to the itch, is owdng to 
their eating fo much of this laO: food. In the fummer 
fcafon frclh fifh is pretty plentiful, but more fcarce and 
dear at other times of the year. 

People of rank here have houfes two florics high, 
which are handfome fquare buildings, of (lone and 
mOrtar, with an open court in the middle like our pub¬ 
lic inns in England, and like them have balconies run¬ 
ning round, which are on a level with the floor of the 
fecond ftorv. I'he ftrcct-door is placed in. the middle 
of the front of the houfe, and within that door is a fe¬ 
cond, the fpace between them being the brcailth of the 
rooms of the houfe. The court-yard, which is on the 
infide, is large or fmall according to the fize of the 
building, and is ufually paved w'ith flags, pebbles, or 
other ttones. In the centre of the court is a fquare or 
circular flone-wall about four feet high, filled with earth, 
in which are commonly planted orange, banana, or 
other trees common in thefe parts. The lower Bory of 
each quarter of the houfe confifts entirely of Bore- 
rooms, or cellars. The Bairs leading to the fecond 
ftory ufually begin at the right or left hand corner of 
the entrance of the court, and confiff of two flights of 
Beps, which lead into the gallery, from which one 
may enter any room on the fecond flory. The princi¬ 
pal apartments arc generally in that quarter of the houfe 
facing the Breet. which contains a hall with an apart¬ 
ment at each e.nd. Thefe rooms are the whole breadth 
ot die quarter, and the hall is twice the length of any 
of the apartments at its extremities. The windows of 
thefe rooms are formed of wooden lattices, curioufly 
wrought; none of them looking inwards to the court; 
but they arc all in the outfidc wall. Some great houfes 
nave balconies in the middle of the front, on the out- 
lide above the gate, equal with the floor of the fecond 
Borv'; and fome have a gallery w’hich nins from one 
end of the front to the other, but the outflde of the 
houfe has feldom any. They white wafh all the apart- 
JJiynts; and thofe at the extremities of the great halls, 
with fome of the reft, are lined with fine mats about 
five feet high, and the floor isr fometimes covered with 
the fame. The Bdes of the windows of all the rooms 
ate lined with boaj*ds to prevent people's cloaths being 
whitened ; for they commonly fit in the window, there 
being benches on each fide of it for that purpofc ; and 
when the maftcr of the houfe intends to Biew a Brangcr 
te^ecl, he always condu(£i:s him to the window^, to con- 
verfe with him. The great hall, and the walls of fome 
pi tile apartments, arc hung with paintings, reprefent- 
''^^rgin, the twelve apoBles, faints, and martyrs, 
p ually drawn as large as life, and diftinguifiicd by fome 
circumftance of their hifiory. Thus St. Peter is ufually 
j^prefented looking at a cock and weeping, and a great 
always hangs at his girdle. St. Anthony 
P caching to the fiBics, is one of their favourite paint- 
rh^* ' rhave feldom any curtains, for thefe 
cy confider as receptacles for Hcas and bugs, which 
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abound here extremely. They chiefly ufe matrafles 
fpread on the floor upon fine mats; befides the Biccts, 
there is a blanket and above that a filk quilt. The 
flicets, pillows, and quilt are frequently fringed or 
pinked, like the Birouds ufed for the dead with us. 
There is a place, in a particular apartment, raifed a 
Bep higher than the floor, covered with mats or carpets ; 
and there the women generally fit together upon ciilhi- 
ons, both to receive vifits from their own fex, and give 
diredfions concerning their houlhold a flairs. The 
houfes of the peafants and lower fort of people, though 
only one flory high, are built of ftone and lime, and me 
roofs cither thatched or tiled. Thefe arc generally 
neat, clean, and commodious. Indeed there is but 
little dirt or duft inthefeiflandsto makethem uncleanly; 
for the ground is mofily rocky, and feldom wet, from 
the almofi continual fine weather. 

The deportment of the natives is grave, but at the 
fame time tempered with great quicknefs and fenfibi- 
lity; the women, in particular, arc remarkable for their 
fprightlincfs, and vivacity of their converfation, which 
is fiid greatly to exceed that of the Fmglifli, French, or 
northern nations. The great families in thefe iflands 
would be highly oflended fiiould anyone tell them, they 
arc defeended from the Moors, or even from the an¬ 
cient inhabitants of thefe iflands ; yet it would not per¬ 
haps be difficult to prove, that mofl: of their cuftoms 
have been handed down to them from thofe people. 
The gentry boafi: much of their birth, and indeed that 
they are defeended from the beft families in Spain, there 
is no rcafon to doubt. 

I'hcy have the utmofi contempt for the employment 
of a butcher, raylor, miller, or porter. It is not in¬ 
deed ver)’ furprifing, that they fiiould not have any 
great efieem for the profcflion of a butcher, or that the 
employment of a taylor fhould be confidcrcd as fome- 
what too efTeminate for a mail; but it is difficult to 
imagine why millers and porters fhould be defpifed, 
cfpecially the former ; but it mufl be confidcrcd, that 
the millers here are generally efieemed great thieves 5 
and as the mafter of every family fends his own corn 
to be ground, unlefs it be narrowly watched, the miller 
will take too much toll. 11 is faid that when any crimi¬ 
nal is to fiiffer death, and the executioner happens to 
be out of the way, the officers of juffice have the 
power of feizing the firft butcher, miller, orporterthey 
can find, and of obliging him to difehar^ that office ; 
fuch is their diflike to perfons of thefe occupations. 
Mr. Glafs, once touching at the ifland of Gomei*a to 
procure frefli water, hired fome poor ragged fiflicrmcn 
to fill the water cafks, and bring them on board; but 
fome time after, going to the watering place to fee 
what progrefs they had made, he found the cafles full, 
and all ready for rolling down to the beach, w'ith the 
fifhermcn Banding by, and talking together, as if they 
had nothing farther to do. He reprimanded them for 
their lazinefs in not difpatchingthe bufinefs in which he 
had employed them; when one of them, with a dif- 
dainful air, replied, " What do you take us to be. Sir? 
** Do you imagine \\ c arc porters ? No, Sir, w’c are fca- 

men.” Notwithftanding all his intreaties and pro- 
mifes of reward, he w^as unable to prevail upon any of 
them to roll the cafk to the water fide ; but was at lafl 
obliged to hire porters, to do the bufinefs. But the 
gentry of thefe iflands, though for the mofl part poor, 
yet are extremely polite and w'ell bred, the very pca- 
fants and labouring people have a confidcrable fliare of 
good manners, with little of that furly rufticity which 
is too common among the lower clafs of people in 
England; yet they do not feem to be abafiied in the 
prefence of their fuperiors. A beg^r afks charity of 
a gentleman, by faying, For the love of God, Sir, 
** plcafe to give me halt a rial;” and if the other gives 
him nothing, he returns, For the love of God, I beg 
your worfliip’s pardon,” and then departs. 

The common people and fervants here are much ad- 
dided to pri\ ate pilfering, for which they are ufually 
piinifhed by being difeharged the fcrvice, beaten, or 
imprifoned for a fiiOrt time. Highway robberies are fel¬ 
dom or ever known; but murder is more common 
2 G than 
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than inEiiglanci; and they have no notion of duels^ 
for they cannot imagine that becaiife a man has the 
courage to fight, he thereby atones for the injury done 
to another, or that it ought to give him a right to do 
him a greater. When the murderer has killed a man, 
he flies to a church for refuge, till he can find an op¬ 
portunity to cfcape to another ifland; and if he had 
been greatly provoked or injured by the deccafed, and 
did not kill him defignedly, every body will be ready to 
aflifl: him to cfcape, except the near relations of the 
perfon who has Iqfl his life ; yet quarrels arc far from 
being frequent here, which may be owing to the want 
of taverns and other public houfes, their polite beha¬ 
viour, the little intercourfe there is betw'een them, and 
their temperance in drinking. Perfons of the lower 
clafs never fight in public, but if one perfon puts ano¬ 
ther into a violent paffion, the injured ^^aity, if able, 
takes his revenge in the bell: manner he can, till he 
thinks he has had fatisfaflion, without any regard to 
the equity of the method he ufesfor this purpofe. 

The inhabitants of the Canary i (lands are in gene¬ 
ral extremely temperate; or at IcafV, if they are other- 
w ife, it is in private only ; for nothing can be a greater 
difgracc there, than to be feen drunk ; and a man w ho 
can be proved a drunkard, is not permitted to give evi¬ 
dence, or take his oath, in a court of judicaturt. 
I-Ience thofe that are fond of liquor, intoxicate them- 
fclves in their chambers, and then lie down, in order to 
fleeptill they are fober. Thofe of all ranks in thefe 
iflands are extremely amorous; but their notions of 
love are pretty Angular; which may perhaps be attri¬ 
buted to the want of innocent freedom between the 
fexes. However, they do not fecin to be inclined to 
jcaloufy, any more than the Englifli or French. It is 
iifual for young people here to fall in love at fight; and 
if the parties agree to marry, but find their parents 
averfc to their union, they complain to the curate of 
the parilh, who goes to the houfc where the girl lives, 
and endeavours to perfuadc them to agree to her mar¬ 
riage; but if they refufe to confent to their union, he 
takes her away before their faces, without their being 
able to hinder him, and cither places her in a convent, 
or with fome of her relations, where file muft remain 
till they confent to her marriage. We have been in¬ 
formed that a lady will fometimes fend a man an offer 
of her perfon in an honourable way; if he declines it, 
he keeps the matter fecret till death, fliould he do 
otherwife, he would be looked upon by all people in 
the moft defpicable light. Young men are not allow'cd 
to com t the youth of the other fex without an intention 
to marry them ; for if a woman can prove that a man 
has, in any infiance, endeavoured to engage her afiec- 
tions, file can oblige him to marr)' her. 'Phis, like 
many other good law's, \s abufed ; for loofe women 
taking advantage of it„ frequently lay fnares to entrap 
the fimple and unw ary; and fometimes worthlefs young 
men, form defigns upon the fortunes of ladies, without 
having the leaft regard for their perfons : there are not, 
however, many mercenary lovers in this part of the 
world, their notions in general being too refined and 
romantic to admit the idea of that pafiion being made 
fubfervient to their ambition or intcreft; and yet there 
arc more unhappy marriages here than in the countries 
where innocent freedoms being allow'ed between the 
fexes, lovers arc not fo blinded by their paffions, as 
not to perceive the frailty and impcrfcdlions of their 
inifirefies. On the death of a man’s wife, it is ufual 
for fome of his relations to come to his houfe, and re* 
fide with him for fome time, in order to divert his 
grief and do not leave him till another relation comes 
to relieve the firfi, the fecond is relieved by a third, and 
thus they fuccecd each other for the fpace of a year. 

Each of the Canary iflands, as well as every town 
and family, hath a peculiar tutelary faint for its patron, 
whofe day is celebrated as a fefiival, by a fcrnion 
preached in honour of the faint, and a fcrvice fuited to 
the occafion. On thefe days, the fircet near the church 
is fire wed with flowers and leaves, a multitude of wax 
candles are lighted, and a confidcrablc number of fire¬ 
works played ofi*. 
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A kind of fair is generally held on the eve of thefe 
fefiivals, to which the people of the adjacent country 
refort, and fpend the greatefi part of the night in mirth 
and dancing to the found of the guittar, accompanied 
with the voices not only of thofe w'ho play on that in- 
firument, but by thofe of the dancers. The dances 
pradiifed here are farabands and fblias, which arc flow 
dances; thofe which are quick are the canarb, firfi; 
ufed by the Canarians; the fandango, w'hich is chiefly 
praclifed by the vulgar; and the rapetes, whiqh nearly 
refemblcs our hornpipe. Some of thefe dancers may 
be termed dramatic, as the men fing verfes to their 
partners, who anfwcF them in the fame manner. Mo(f 
of the natives of thefe iflands can play on the guittar, 
and they have in general excellent voices. 

For the entertainment of the populace, plays are 
adled in the fireets, at the fcafis of the tutelar faijits of 
Tencriffe, Canaria, and Palma; but the performers 
cannot be fuppofed to rife to any degree of perfection, 
as they are not profeffed actors, and only fome of the 
inhabitants of the place feem to have a natural turn for 
acting.. 

The gentry frequently take the air on horfcback; but 
when the ladies are obliged to travel, they ride on afles, 
and inficad of a faddle, they ufe a kind of chair, ia 
w hich they fit very commodioufly. The principal roads 
are paved with pebble-fioncs, like thole ufed in tlic 
fireets of London. There are a few'chariots in Cana¬ 
ria, the town of Santa Cruz, and the city of Laguna 
in Tcncrifte; thefe are all draw'n by mules, but they are 
kept rather for fiiew than ufe ; for the roads are nor pro¬ 
per for wheel carriages, being ficep and rocky. The ^ 
low'er clafs of people divert themfelves* with dancing, 
finging, and playing on the guittar; likewife with 
throw ing a ball through a ring placed at a great dif- 
tance, cards,WTcfilirtg, and quoits. The pcafants, particu¬ 
larly thofe of Gomera, have the art of leaping from 
rock to rock w hen they travel, w hich is thus perform¬ 
ed : the long fiafl' or pole ufed on thefe occafions, hjis 
an iron fpike at the end of it, and when a man w ants 
to defeend from one rock to another, he aims the point 
of the pole at the place where he intends to alight, and 
then throws himfelf towards it, pitching the end of the 
pole fo as to bring it to a perpendicular, and then Hides 
down it to the rock on which he fixed it. 

In the convents, children arc taught reading, wri¬ 
ting, Latin, arithmetic, logic, and other branches of 
philofophy. I'he fcholars read the clafiics; but the 
Greek is never taught here, and is entirely unknow'n 
even to the fiudents in divinity. They are particu¬ 
larly fond of civil law and logic, but the latter is chiefly 
preferred. 

The people belonging to thefe iflands have a genius 
for poetry, and compofe verfes of difierent mcafurcs, 
which they fet to mufic. Some of their fongs, and 
other poetical pieces, w ould be greatly efieemed in a 
country where tafie for poetry prevails. Few of thofe 
books called profane (to difiinguifli them from thofe 
of a religious kind) are read here, iince they cannot 
be imported into the ifland w'ithout being firfi examined 
by the inquifition; a court which nobody cares to have 
any concern with. The hifiory of the wars in Granada 
is in every body’s hands, and is read by people of all 
ranks; they have alfo fome plays, mofi of which arc 
very good. Thomas a Kempis, and the Devout Pil¬ 
grim, are in every library, and much admired. But 
the books mofi read by the laity are the Lives of 
the Saints and Martyrs, w hich may be confidcred as a 
kind of religious romances, fiuffcd with legends, and 
the mofi: abmrd and improbable fiories. 

With refpedl to the civil government of the iflands 
of Canaria, Tencriffe, and Palma, which arc called the 
king’s iflands, it w'ill be proper to obferve, in the 
place, that the natives, on their fubmitting to the crown 
of Spain, were fo far from being deprived of their li' 
bercy, that they w'ere put on an equality with their con¬ 
querors, in wlffch the Spaniards Ihcw'ed great w’il'dom 
and policy; but how they came afterw aids to act in a 
quite contrary manner in America, is hard to deter¬ 
mine ; perhaps they might be apprehcnlivc, that if they 
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proceeded with too much rigour againft them at firlh 
thev might in time be induced to flrnkc off the yoke, 
and dirpoflefs their tyrannical mafters, which we arc 
informea. by late events, has proved to be the cafe in 
South America, as the following piece of intelligence, 
publiffied in September 1782, announces : ** You have 
repeatedly heard it reported, that there was a rebellion 
in Chili and Peru, in South America ; and though the 
Spaniards do all they can to keep it a fecrer, 1 can af- 
fure you, from undoubted authority, that all the mines 
in Peru and the city of Pez, which is fituated in the 
interior part of the country, where they lodged their 
bars of gold and filver, and other valuables, are taken 
from them, and there were one hundred and fifty mil¬ 
lions of piaff res taken out of the ff rong cheff s. The na¬ 
tives will very foon have the whole country in their pof- 
felTion, for they deffroy every white man, woman, and 
child, and even kill every one begot between a Spa¬ 
niard and a native.” But to return. After the con 
queff of the Canary Iflands, the Spaniards incorpo¬ 
rated w ith the natives in fuch a manner as to become 
one people with them, and in confequence of this po¬ 
litical union, the king of Spain is able to raife in thefc 
iflands more foldiers and feamen than in any other part 
of his dominions of three times their extent. I’he al- 
cade, who is a jufficc of peace, is the loweft officer 
except the alguazils; there is one of them in every 
tow’p or village of note. Thefe magi ff rates arc ap¬ 
pointed by the royal audience of the city of Palmas, 
in Canaria; they hold their places only for a certain 
time, and, in cafes of property, can take cognizance of 
no difputes where the valueofwhat is contended for ex¬ 
ceeds feventecn rials, or feven ffiillings fterling. Over 
the<*c magin rates is the alcadc major, who is appointed 
in the fame manner as the other, and cannot decide any 
cafe relating to property, that exceeds the fum of tw'o 
hundred dollars. From the decifion of thofe magif- 
trates, appeals lie to the tiniente and corregidor: the 
firff of whom is a law)'er, and nominated by the royal 
audience; but the latter, who is appointed by the 
king, is not obliged to be a law ycr, yet muff have a fc- 
cretary, clerk, oraffiffant bred to the law\ The Corre¬ 
gidor generally holds his place fiye years, and fomc- 
times longer. Few of the natives enjoy this honour¬ 
able office, which is commonly filled by Spaniards. 
The proceedings of the corregidor’s court, and in that 
of the tiniente, are the fame; thefe courts feeming to 
have been originally intended as a check upon each 
other. Appeals arc made fronr the corregidor and ti¬ 
niente to the royal audience of Grand Canaria ; a tri¬ 
bunal compofed of three oidores, or judges, a regent, 
and fifcal. who are ufually natives of Spain, and are 
always appointed*by the king. The governor-general 
is prefident of this court, though he refides in Tcnc- 
riffe. In criminal caules there is no appeal from their 
dctcmiination ; but appeals are carried to the council 
or audience of Seville in Spain, in matters refpedbing 
property. 

In the Canary Iflands, the ffanding forces amount 
only to about an hundred and fifty men; but there is a 
militia of which the governor-general of the ifland' is 
always commander in chief, and the officers, as colo¬ 
nels, captains, and fubalterns, are appointed by the 
king. There are alfo governors of forts and cafflcs, 
feme of which arc appointed by the king, and others 
by the twelve regidors of the iflands, called the cavildo; 
feme of the forts belong to the king, and the reft are 
under the direction of the regidors, or fub-governors, 
who alio take care of the repair of the highways, pre¬ 
vent nuifances, and the plague from being brought into 
the ifland by ffupping; for no man is allow’ed to land 
in thefe iflands from any Ihip, till the maffer produces 
a bill of health from the laff: port, or till the crew have 
been examined by the proper officers. l‘hc royal re¬ 
venue arifes from the following articles: a third of the 
tithes, which fcarcely amounts to a tenth part of them, 
the clergy appropriating almoff: the whole to thcni- 
jcjvcs. This third part w-as given by the pope to the 
of Spain, in confidcration of his maintaining a 
perpetual war ag-ainff: the infidels. The fccond branch 


confiffs in the monopoly of tobacco and fnuftj which 

the king’s officers fell on his account, no other perfons 
being allowed to deal in thofe articles. Another branch 
of the revenue arifes from the orchilla-w'ced, all of 
Ij'hich in the iffands of Tencriffe, Canaria, and Palma, 
belong to the king, and is part of his revenue; but 
the orchilla of the other iffapds belongs to their refpec- 
tive proprietors. The fourth branch confiffs of the ac¬ 
knowledgment annually paid by the nobility to the king 
for their titles, w hich amounts to a mere trifle. The 
fifth branch is a duty of feven per cent, on imports 
and exports: and the fixth duty on the Canary Well; 
India commerce. All thefe branches, the fixth ex¬ 
cepted, arc faid not to bring into the king’s treafury 
above fifty thoufand pounds per annum, clear .of the 
expcnces of government, and all charges relating 
thereto. 

Having departed from Madeira on the iff of Auguff, 
on the 9th we crofled the Tropic of Cancer, and at 
nine in the morning came in fight of Bonaviffa, bear¬ 
ing S. W. by W. about two leagues. This day Capt. 
Cook made from the infpiffated juice of malt three 
puncheons of beer. The proportion of water to juice 
was ten of the former to one of the latter. We had on 
board nineteen half barrels of infpilfated juice, fiftecrl 
of which were made from wort that had been hopped 
before it w'as infpiffated. This you may mix with cold 
w ater, in a proportion of one part of juice to eight of 
water, or one part to twelve; then flop it down, and 
in a few days it w ill be brifk ilnd fit to drink; but the 
firff fort, after having been mixed as above diredled, 
will require to be fermented with ycaff, in the mannet 
as is done in making beer; however, we found this not 
always ncccflary, as we at firff imagined. This juice 
would be a moft valuable article at fca, could it be 
kept from fermenting, which it did at this time by the 
heat of the weather, and the agitation of the ffiip, that 
all our endeavours to ffop it were in vain. 

On Monday the roth w'C paffed the ifland of Mayo, 
on our ffaiboard fide, and at two P. M. came to an 
anchor, eighteen fathom water, in Port Pi^aya, in the 
ifle of St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verds. An of¬ 
ficer was fent on ffiorc for leave to procure what refrefli- 
ments we wanted, which was readily granted; and on 
his return w'c falutcd the fort with eleven guns. Here 
both ffiips were fupplied with plenty of good water. We 
alfo recruited our live ffock, fucli as hogs, goats and 
}X)ultry, fome of w hich continued alive during the re¬ 
mainder of the voyage. 

The Cape de Verd iflands are fituated in 14 deg. 
10 min. N. latitude, and r6 deg. 30 min. W lon¬ 
gitude. They were fo called from a cape of the fame 
namcoppofite to them, and weredifeovered by Anthony 
Noel, a Genoefe, in the fendee of Portugal, in the year 
1640, and arc about twenty in number; but fome of 
them arc only barren uninhabited rocks. The cape 
took its name from the perpetual verdure wdth which it 
is covered. The Portugueze give them the name of 
Les Ilhas de Verdes, cither from the verdure of the 
cape, or clfe from an herb called fargaffb, which is 
green, and floats on the w'atcr all round them. His 
Portuguefe majeffy appoints a viceroy to govern them, 
w'ho conffantly refides in the ifland of St. Jago. The 
Dutch call them the Salt Iflands, from the great quan¬ 
tities of that commodity produced in feveral of them. 
The principal of thefe are, i. May, or Mayo ; 2. San 
Jago, or Saint James’s; 3. Sal or Salt; 4.Jjucna, or 
Bono Viffa, or Good Sight; 5. St. Philip’sTothcrwdfe 
called Fuego, or the ifland of Fire ; 6. St. John, or San 
Juan; 7. St. Nicholas; 8. St. Vincent; 9. St. Anthony; 
10. St. Lucia ; 11. Bi-ava. Their foil is very ffony and 
barren; the climate exceeding hot, and in fome of 
them very unwffiolefome ; however, the principal part 
of them arc fertile, and produce various forts of grain 
and fruits, particularly rice, maiz, or Indian wheat,ba¬ 
nanas, lemons, citrons, oranges, pomegranates, cocoa- 
nuts, and figs. ‘I'liey have alfo calavanes, a foit of 
pulfe like French beans, and great quantities of pump¬ 
kins, on which the inhabitants chiefly fubliff. They 
produce alfo two other fruits of a remarkable nature. 
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viz. the cuftard apple, and the papah. The former of 
thele is as large as a pomegranate, and nearly of the 
fame colour. The outfide hufk, fhell, or rind, is in 
fubfliince and thicknefs between the (hell of a pomegra¬ 
nate and the peel of a Seville orange, fofter than the 
former, yet more brittle than the latter. Th^ coat or 
rind is alfo remarkable for being covered with fmall 
regular knobs or rifings; and the infide of the fruit is 
full of a white foft pulp, which in its fonrii colour and 
tafte, greatly refemblcs a cuftard, from whence it re¬ 
ceived its name, which was probably firft given it by 
the Europeans. It has in the middle a few fmall black 
ftones, bur no core, for the whole of it is entire pulp. 
'I'he tree that bears this fruit is about the (izc of a 
quincc-trcc, and lias long (lender branches that fpread 
a conftdcrablc way from the trunk. Only fome of the 
branches bear fruit, for though thefe trees are large, 
yet in general luch trees do not produce above twenty 
or thirty apples. The fruit grows at the extremity ot 
thefe branches, upon a ftalk about nine or ten inches 
long. The other fruit, called the papah, is about the 
(izc of a mulk melon, and refemblcs it in (hape and 
colour both within and without; only in the middle, 
inftcad of Hat kernels, which the melons have, thefe 
have a quantity of fmall blackifii feeds, about the (ize of 
pepper-corns, the taftc of which is much the fame as 
that fpicc. The tree on which this fruit grows, is about 
ten or twelve feet high; the trunk is thickeft at the 
bottom, from w hence it gradually decreafes to the top, 
where it is very thin and taper. It has not any fmall 
branches, but only large leaves, that grow' immediately 
on the ftalks from the body. The leaves are of a 
roLindilli form, and jagged about the edges, having 
their ftalks or (lumps longer or fmaller, as they grow 
nearer or farther from the top : they begin to fpringout 
of the body of the tree at about fix or feven feet high 
from the ground, the trunk being below that entirely 
bare, and the leaves grow' thick all the way from thence 
to the top, u here they are veryclofe and broad. The fruit 
grow only among the leaves, and mod plentiful where 
the leaves are thickeft j fo that towards the top of the 
tree the papahs fpring forth from it in clufters. It is, 
however, to be obferved, that w here they grow fo thick, 
they are but fmall, being no bigger than ordinary 
turneps; whereas thofe nearer the middle of the trunk, 
where the leaves are not fo thick, grow to the firft- 
mentio:.cd (izc. 

Various forts of poultry abound in thefe iflands, 
particularly curlews, Guiney hens, and flamingoes, the 
latter of which are very numerous. The flamingo is a 
large bird, much like a heron in (liape, but bigger, and 
of a reddilh colour; they go in flocks, but are fo fliy, 
that it is very difficult to catch them: they build their 
nefts in fiiallow ponds, where there is much mud, 
w hich they ferape together, making little hillocks, like 
fmall iflands, that appear about a foot and a half above 
the furface of the water. They make the foundations 
of thefe hillocks broad, bringing them up taper to the 
top, w here they leave a fmall hollow pit to lay their eggs 
in: they never lay more than two eggs, and (cldom lets. 
The young ones cannot fly till they are almoft full 
grown, but they run with furprizing fwiftnefs: their 
tongues arc broad and long, having a large lump of fat 
at the root, which is delicious in its taftc, and fo greatly 
admired, that a difh of them will produce a very con- 
fidcrable fum of money. Their flefh is lean, and of a 
dingy colour, but it neither taftes fifiiy, nor any ways 
unpleafant. Mere are alfo feveral other forts of fowls, 
as pigeons and turtle doves; miniotas, a fort of land-^^ 
fowl, as big as crowds, of a grey colour, and the flelh 
well tailed ; crufias, another fort of grey-coloured fowl, 
almoft as large as the former; thefe arc only feenin the 
night, and their flefti is faid to be exceeding falutary to 
people in a decline, by whom they are ufed. They 
have likew ife great plenty of partridges, quails, and 
other fmall birds, and rabbets in prodigious numbers. 

Many wild animals abound here, purticularly lions, 
tigers and camels, the latter of which arc remaj kably 
large. I'hcre are alfo great numbers of monkics, ba¬ 
boons, and civet-cats, and various kinds of reptiles. 
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rhe tame animals are horfes, alfes, ftieep, mules, rows, 
goats and hogs; and here the European (hips bound for 
the Eaft Indies, ufually ftop to take in (re(h water and 
provilions, with W'hichtheyare always plentifully fupplicd^ 

Fifh of various forts abound in the fea, particularly 
dolphins, bonettas, mullets, fnappers, filverfifii. See, 
and here is fuch plenty of turtle, that feveral foreign 
ftiips come yearly to catch them. In the wet fcafon 
the turtles go afhore to lay their eggs in the fand, which 
they leave to be hatched by the heat of the fun. The 
flc(h of the turtles, well cured, is as great a fiipply to the 
American plantations, as cod-fi(h is to Europe. The 
inhabitants go out by night and catch the turtles, by 
turning them on their backs with poles; for they arc (b 
large that they cannot do it with their hands. 

In thefe illinds are many European familieSj all of 
whom profefs the Roman Catholic religion. The na¬ 
tives are all negroes, and much like their African neigh¬ 
bours, from whom they are fuppoled to be defeended ; 
though, as they are fubjedl to the Portugueze, their own 
religion and language prevail among tliem. Both men 
and women are flout, and well limbed, and they are in 
general of a civil and quiet difpofition. Their drefs 
5 >articularly in the ifland of St. John) is very trifling, 
confining only of a piece of cotton cloth wound round 
the waift. The women fometimes throw it over the 
head, and the men acrofs the ftioulders. -Neither fex 
wear ftioes or ftockings, except on certain feftivals. 
The men are particularly fond of wearing breeches, if 
they can get them, and are very happy if they have but 
a waiftband and flap before, be they ever fo ragged. 

The ifland of Mayo, or May, obtained its name from 
its being difeovered on the firft of that month. It is 
ficuated in i 5 deg. 5 min. N. latitude, near 300 milc^ 
from Cape Verd, and is about 17 miles'in circum¬ 
ference. The foil is in general very barren, and water 
fcarce: however, here are plenty of cows, goats, and 
afles ; and alfo fome corn, yams, potatoes and plantains. 
The trees arc fituated on the fidcs of the hills, and the 
natives have fome water-melons and figs. The fea 
likewife abounds with wild fowl, fifh and turtle. There 
grows on this ifland, as well as on moft of the others, a 
kind of vegetable ftone, extremely porous, of a greyifh 
colour, which (hoots up in ftems, and forms fomething 
like the head of a cauliflower. 

On the weft fide of the ifland is a fand-bank that runs 
two or three miles along the flvjre, within which is a 
large falina, or falt-pond, encompafTcd by the fand- 
bank, and the hills beyond it. The whole fak-pond is 
about two miles in length, and half a mile wide; but the 
greater part of it is generally dry. The north end, 
which is always fiipplied with water, produces fait from 
November till May, thofe months being the dry feafon 
of the year. The waters yield this fait out of the fea, 
through a hole in the fand-bank, and the quantity that 
flows into it is in proportion to the height of the tides; 
in the common courfe it is very gentle, but when the 
fpring tides arife, it is fupplied in abundance. If there 
is any fait in rhe pond, when the flufli of water comes 
in, it foon dilTolves ; but in two or three days after it 
begins to congeal, and fo continues till a frefh fupj. ly of 
water from the fea comes in again. A confiderablc 
trade for fait is carried on by the Englifli, and the armed 
fliips deftined to fecure the African commerce, afford 
the vclfels thus engaged their protedlion. The inhabi¬ 
tants of the ifland are principally employed in this bu- 
linefs during the feafon; they rake it together, and 
wheel it out of the pond in barrows, from whence they 
convey it to the fea-fide on the backs of alTcs, which 
animals are very numerous here. The pond is not 
above half a mile from the landing-place; fo that they 
go backwards and fonvards many times in the day; 
but they reftrain themfelves to a certain number, which 
they feldom exceed. 

There are feveral forts of fowl, particularly flamin¬ 
goes, curlews, and Guiney hens. Their chief cattle arc 
cows, goats, and hogs, which arc reckoned the beft in 
all the Cape de Verd iflands. Befides the fruits above- 
mentioned, they have calavanes and pumpkins, wliich 
are the common food of the inhabitants. 
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The inhabitants of this ifland live in tlircc finall 
towns, the principal of which is called Pimont, and 
contains two churches, with as many priefts; the other 
is called St. John, and has one church ; and the third, 
which has a church alfo, is called Lagos. The houfes 
are very mean, fmall, and low ; they arc built with the 
wood oY the fig tree (that being the only one fit for the 
nurpofe that grows on the ifland) and the rafters arc 
made of a fort of wild cane which grows here. 

The Portuguefe governor of St. Jago grants the pa¬ 
tent to the negro governor of this ifland, whofe litua- 
tion is tolerably advantageous, as every commander 
that lades fait here is obliged to compliment him with 
a prefent. He fpends moft of his time with the Eng- 
lifh in the falting fcafon, which is his harvefi, and a 
very bufy time with all the natives. Thefe people have 
not any veflcls of their own, nor do any Portugueze 
Ihips come hither, fo that the Englilh are the chief on 
whom they depend for trade; and though they are fub- 
jeds of Portugal, they have a particular eftcem for the 
‘Englifli nation. Afies are alfo a great commodity of 
trade here *, and are fo plentiful, that fevcral European 
lliips from Barbadoes and other plantations, come an¬ 
nually to freight with them to carry thither. 

The ifland of St. Jago, or St. James’s ifland, is 
fituated about four leagues to the weft ward of Mayo, 
between the 15th and i6th deg. N. lat. and in the 23d 
of W. long. This ifland is the mofl; fruitful and befl: 
inhabited of all the Cape de Verd iflands, notw ithftand- 
ing it is very mountainous, and has a great deal of 
barren land in it. 'fhe principal town is called after 
the name of the ifland, and is fituated in 15 deg. N. 
latitude. It ftandsagainft the fidcs of two mountains, 
between which there is a deep valley two hundred yards 
wide, that runs within a fmall fpace of the fca. In 
that part of the valley next the fca is a firaggling fircct, 
with houfes on each fide, and a rivulet of water in the 
bottom, which empties itfelf into a fine cove or fandy 
bay, where the fea is generally very fmooth, fo that 
Ihips ride there with great fafety. A fmall fort (lands 
near the landing place from this bay, where a guard is 
conftantly kept, and near it is a battery mounted with 
a few fmall cannon. 

The town of St. John contains about three hundred 
houfes, all built of rough (tone, and it has one fmall 
church and a convent. The inhabitants of the town 
are in general very p>oor, having but little trade. Their 
chief manufadure is (triped cotton cloth, which the 
Portuguefe (hips purchalc of them, in their way to 
fcafil, and fupply them with fcveral European commo¬ 
dities in return. 

A tolerable large town is on the eaftfidcof the ifland, 
called Praya, where there is a good port, which is fel- 
dom without Ihips, cfpecially in peaceable times. Moft 
of the European fliips bound to the Faft Indies touch 
at this port to take in water and provifions, but they 
feldom (top hereon their return to Europe. The town 
of Praya does not contain any remarkable building,ex¬ 
cept a fort, fituated on the top of a hill, which com- 
mandsthc harbour. When the Fkiropean fliips are here, 
the country people bring down their commodities to 
fell to the feamen and paffengers; thefe articles gene¬ 
rally confift of bullocks, hogs, goats, fowls, eggs, 
pljintains, and cocoa-nuts, which they exchange for 
fliirts, drawers, handkerchiefs, hats, waiftcoats, breeches, 
and linen of any kind. 

The port of Praya, a fmall bay, is fituated about the 
middle of the fouth fide of the ifland of St. Jago, in 
the latitude of 14 deg. 53 min. 30 fee. N. and 23 deg. 
30 min. W. longitude. It is difeovered, efpecially in 
coming in from the call, by the fouthermoft hill on the 
Aland, and which lies weft from the port. The entrance 
^the bay is formed by two points, rather low, being 
S. W. and E. N. E. half a league from each other. 
I^ar the weft point arc funken rocks, whereon the fea 
continually breaks. The bay lies in N. W. about half 
Wc watered at a well, behind the beach, at 
1 ^ of the bay. The water is fcarce, but it is 
th ft aboard, on account of a great furf on 

c beach. The rcfrcfhmonts to be procured here will 
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be found in the courfe of our account of the iflands. 
Other articles may be purchafed of the natives in ex¬ 
change for old cloaths, 6cc. Bullocks can only be bought 
w ith money; the price twelve Spanifli dollars per head, 
weighing between 250 and 300 pounds ; but the faleof 
them is confined to a company of merchants, to whom 
this privilege is granted, and w'ho keep an agent rcliding 
on the fpot. The bay is protected by a fort well licu- 
ated for the purpofe of defence. 

The complexion of the natives of this town and St. 
Jago inclines to black, or is at Icaft of a mixed colour, 
except fome few ofthe better fort that rclide in the latter, 
among whom arc the governor, the bifhop, and fome 
of the padres (fathers) or priefts. d’he people of St. 
Jago town, as they live under the governor's eye, arc 
pretty orderly, though generally vciy poor, having lit¬ 
tle trade; but thole about Praya are naturally of a 
thievifli difpOfition, fo that ft rangers w ho deal wdth 
them mu ft be very careful, for if they fee an opportu¬ 
nity, they w ill fteal.their goods, and run away. 

Sal, or Salt, is the windwardmoll of all the Cape de 
Verd iflands, and is. fituated in the 17th deg. of N. lat. 
and 5 deg. 18 min. W. long, from the (_ape. It re¬ 
ceived this name from the great quantity of fait natu¬ 
rally produced here from fait water, that from time to 
time overflows part of the land, which is moftly low, 
having only five hills, and ftretches from north to fouth 
about eight or nine leagues, but it does not exceed one 
league and a half in breadth. In this ifland are onl) a 
few people. Thefe live in wTctchcd huts near the fea- 
fide, and arc chiefly employed in gathering fait lor 
thofc fliips that occafionally call here for that article. 
The bed account of this barren ifland is given us by 
Capt- Roberts, who landed here, and relates the fol¬ 
lowing (lory, which he fays he was told by one of the 
blacks that refided in it. About the year 1705, not 
long before I went afliore, the ifland was incirely de¬ 
ferred for want of rain by all its inhabitants except one 
old man, who rcfolvcd to die on it, which he did the 
fame year. The drought had been fo extreme for fome 
time, that moft of the cow'S and goats died for want of 
fuftenance, but rain (bllowing, they incrcafed apace, 
till about three years after they w'ere again reduced by a 
remarkable event. A French fliip coming to filh for 
turtle, was obliged, by rtrefs of weather, or from fome 
other caufc, to leave behind her thirty blacks, which (he 
had brought from St. Antonio to carry on the ft filing. 
Thefe people, finding nothing elfe, fed moftly on wild 
goats, till they had deftroyed them all but two, one 
male and the other female ; thefe were then on the 
ifland, and kept generally upon one mountain. A 
ftiort time after an Englifli fliip (bound for the ifland 
of St. Mayo) perceiving the fmokc of feveral fires, fent 
their boat on ftiore, and thinking they might be (bme 
fliip’s company wrecked on the ifland, put in there ; 
when they underftood the fituation of the people, they 
commiferated their cafe, took them all in, and landed 
them on the ifland from whence they were brought.” 

The ifland of Buena Vifta, or Bona Vifta, thus named 
from its being the firft of the Cape de V^’erd iflands dil- 
covered by the Portuguefe, is fituated in the 16th de¬ 
gree of N. lat. two hundred miles VV. of the coaft of 
Africa, and is twenty miles long, and twelve broad, 
moftly confifting of low land, wdth fome Tandy hills, and 
rocky mountains. It produces great quantities of in¬ 
digo, and more cotton than all the other Cape de Verd 
iflands; yet there is not one of them where there are 
fewer cotton cloths to be fold: for the natives will not 
even gather the cotton before a ftiip arrives to buy it; 
nor will the women fpin till they want it. They have, 
in general, the fame animals as in the other iflands, with 
plenty of turtle, and many forts of fifh. When the 
Englifli land to take in a lading of fait, they hire men 
and afles to bring it down to the fca; for which they 
pay them in bifeuits, flour, and old cloaths. This 
ifland had alfo formerly a pretty good trade lor horfes 
and affes, which are the beft of all that are upon thefe 
iflands. The people are veiy fond of filk, with which 
they work the bofoms of their (hirts, (hifts,, caps, wo¬ 
men’s waiftcoats, &c, 
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The people of this ifland prefer the Englidi drefs 
to their own; for moft of them have fuits of cloachs 
bought of the Englifh, and have learned to make cot¬ 
ton cloth to imitate the European fafhion. The women 
have one, two, or three cotton cloths wrapped about 
them like petticoats, tied on with a girdle about the 
hips, and fometimes without a girdle. Their fliifts 
are made like a man's fliirt, but fo fhort* as fcarcely to 
reach to the girdle; the collar, neck, and waiftbands, 
of the young people of fome rank, are wrought in 
figures with filk in various colours in needlework ; but 
the old and the poor have theirs worked with blue cot¬ 
ton thread. Over their (hifts they wear a waiftcoat, 
wdth fleeves to button at the arms, not above four inches 
deep in the back part, but long enough before fo tie 
with firings under their breads. Over all they have a 
cotton cloth in the manner of a mantle; thofe of the 
married women are generally blue, and the darker the 
colour the richer it is reckoned; but the maidens, and 
gay young wives, and widows, wear blue and white, 
fome fpotted and fome figured. They, how ever, ra¬ 
ther choofe, if they can get them, linen handkerchiefs 
wrought on the edges, and fometimes only on the cor¬ 
ners, with red, green, and blue filk; the firft being the 
colour they mofl admire. They w^ear neither flioes nor 
dockings, except in holidays; and, indeed, at other 
times the women have generally only a final 1 cotton 
cloth wTapped round their waift, and the men a ragged 
pair of breeches; to which, if there be but a waifl- 
band, and a piece hanging to it before to hide what mo- 
defly teaches them to conceal, they think it fufficient. 
The people of Bona Vifla are fond of the Engiifli, and 
mofl of them can fpeak a little of their language. 

St. Philip, called alfo Fuego, or the Ifie of Fire, re¬ 
ceived this latter name from a very large mountain, 
which frequently emits great quantities of fire and ful- 
phur. It is fituated in fifteen deg. twenty min. N. lat. 
and fix deg. fifty-four min. W. from the Cape; is the 
highefl of all the Cape de Verd iflands, and appears at 
a diflance like one continued mountain. On the well 
fide of it there is a road for fhipping, near a fmall 
caflle fituated at the foot of a mountain, but the har¬ 
bour is not fafe, on account of the violent beating of 
the waves. The wind blows very flrong round this 
ifland, and the fhore being on a flant, the water h very 
deep, fo that, except very near the caflle, no ground is 
to be found within the lines. In this ifland water is 
very fcarce, there not being a fingle running brook 
throughout it; notwithflanding which it is tolerably 
fertile, and produces great quantities of pompions, 
water-melons, feflroons, and niaiz, but no bananas or 
plantains, and fcarce any fruit trees except wild figs ; 
however, in fome of their gardens, they have guava- 
trees, oranges, lemons, and limes. They have like- 
wife fome good vineyards, but they make no more wine 
than jull what they ufe themfelves. Mofl of the inha¬ 
bitants are negroes, there being an hundred blacks to 
one white; they are all Roman Catholics, though fome 
of them introduce many pagan fuperflitions into that 
religion. They breed great numbers of mules, which 
they fell to other nations, and make cotton cloths for 
their own ufe. 

The Portuguefe, on their firfl peopling this ifland, 
brought with them negro-flaves, and a Hock of cows, 
horfes, affes, and hogs; but the kingbimfelf fumiflied 
the place with goats, which ran wild in the moun¬ 
tains. There are many of the latter animals here at 
this time, and the profits of their fkins is referved to the 
crown of Portugal. An officer, called captain of the 
mountains, has the management of this revenue, and 
no perfon dares, without his licence, kill any one of 
them. 

St. John s is fituated in fifteen degrees twenty-five 
min. N. lat. and feven deg. two min. W. of Cape Verd, 
and is very high and rocky. It has more falt-petre than 
any of thefe ifiands ; this is found in fevcral caves, co¬ 
vering the fides like a hoar-frofl, and in fome hollow 
rocks, like ificles, as thick as a man’s thumb. This 
ifland abounds with pompions, bananas, water-melons, 
and other fruit, and alfo with fowls, goats, afies, hogs. 


&c. There are plenty of fifli in the feas about St. 
John’s, and mofl erf the fifli here have remarkable fharp 
teeth; and they generally ufe crabs and infcdls for 
baits. Fifliing is the principal employment of the na¬ 
tives ; hence they mifs no opportunities of wrecks, or, 
when fliips touch here, to procure all the bits of iron 
they can. 

In this ifland, the fait is made by the heat of the 
fun, which fhining on the water in the holes of the 
rocks, is thereby turned, and fometimes lies two feet 
thick. The natives ufually go and get a quantity of fait 
early in the morning, fifli the greatefl part of the day, 
dry, fplit, and fait their fifh in the evening, and, hav¬ 
ing heaped them up let them He in the fait all night. On 
the enfuing morning they fpread them out to dry in the 
fun, and they are fit to ufe when wanted. 

The baleas, a fort of whale or grampus, is very com¬ 
mon near this ifland ; and fome affirm, that ambergris 
is the fperm of this creature. A great quantity of am¬ 
bergris was formerly found about this ifland, but it is 
Icfs plentiful at prelent. Some years before Capt. Ro¬ 
berts was here, Juan Carneira, a Portuguefe, who was 
banifhed from Lifbon for fome crime, having procured 
a little fliip or fhallop, traded among ihefc illands: 
meeting at length with a piece of ambergris of an un¬ 
common bignefs, he not only procured his liberty, and 
leave to retuni before the term of his exile was expired, 
but had fufficient left, after defraying all charges, to 
put himfclf into a comfortable way of living, and a 
rock near to which he found the ambergris, is called by 
his name to this day. 

The natives of this ifland do not amount to above 
two hundred fouls, and are quite black. They are the 
mofl ignorant and fuperflitious of any of the inhabi¬ 
tants of thefe ifiands. But in their difpofition they arc 
fimple and harmlefs, humble, charitable, humane, and 
friendly; pay a particular refpedh to tlteir equals, re¬ 
verence their elders, are fubmiffive to their fuperiors, 
and dutiful to their parents. People wear in common 
only a flip of cotton faflened to a firing before, which 
parting between the thighs, is tied to the fame firing be¬ 
hind ; but when full drefled they alfo wear a piece of 
cotton cloth, (fpun and wove by themfelves) which the 
men hang over their fhoulders, and wrap round their 
w'aifls, while the women put it over their heads, and 
then WTap it about their bodies; and on both of them 
it extends to the calf of the leg, or low’er. They ufe 
in fifliing, long canes for rods, cotton lines, and bent 
nails for hooks. As to their hunting, the governor hav¬ 
ing the foie privilege of killing the wild goats, none 
dare hunt without his confent. This was a law made 
by the Portuguefe when they peopled thefe ifiands from 
the coafl of Africa, in order to prevent the entire lofs 
of the breed. 

When a general hunt is appointed by the governor, 
all the inhabitants are alfembled, and the dogs, which 
are between a beagle and a greyhound, are called. 
At night, or when the governor thinks proper to put 
an end to the fport, they all meet together, and he parts 
the goats flefli between them as he pleafes, fending whnt 
he thinks proper to his own houfe, with all the fkins; 
and after he comes home, he fends pieces to thofe who 
are old, or were not out a hunting ; and the fkins he 
diflributes amongft them as he thinks their neceffitics 
require, referving the remainder of them for the lord 
of the foil. This is one of the principrd privileges en¬ 
joyed by the governor; who is alfo the only magiflratc, 
and decides the little differences that fometimes happen 
among the people. Upon their not fiibmitting to this 
decifion, he confines them till they do, in an open place 
w'alled round like a pound: but, infiead of a gate, 
they generally lay only a flick acrofs the entrance, and 
thofe innocent people w ill flay there without attempt¬ 
ing to cfcape, except when overcome by pafTion, and 
then they rufli out in a rage; but thefe are foon caught 
again, tied hand and foot, and a centinel fet to watch 
them, till they agree w^ith their antagonift, afle the gover¬ 
nor’s pardon for breaking out of his prifon, and have re¬ 
mained there as long as he thinks they have deferved* 
Nay, if one kills another^ which hardly happens in an 

age. 
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acc the governor can only confine him till he has paci¬ 
fied the relations of th^dcceafcd, by the mediation of 
his friends, who are bound for the criminars appear¬ 
ance in cafe a judge ihould be ever fent from Portugal 
toexccutc juflicc; but imprifonment is here reckoned 
fuch a fcandal, that it is as much dreaded as Tyburn 

was by criminals here. 

About forty-five miles from the ifiandofSalt is St. 
Nicholas IfiandjtheN. W. point of which is in 17 deg. 
10 min. N. latitude, and 6 deg. 52 min. W. longitude 
from Cape de Verd. It is the largefl: of all the Cape 
de Verd iHands, except St. Jago. The land is high, 
and rifes like a fugar-Ioaf, but the fiimmit of the moft 
elevated part is flat. The coaft of tliis ifiand is entire¬ 
ly clearYrom rocks and Ihoals. The bay of Paraghifi is 
very fafe, but the other roads are irifecure till the trade 
winds arc fettled. Here is a valley which has a fine 
fpring of water in it, and many perfons employ them- 
felves in fupplying different parts with that ufeful arti¬ 
cle, with which they load affes, and carry it a cortfide- 
rablc way at a cheap rate. Water may likewife be 
obtained in almoll any part of the ifiand, by digging a 
well. 

The town of St. Nicholas is the chief place in the 
ifiand ; it is clofc built and populous, but all thehoufes, 
and even the church, are covered with thatch. Capt. 
Avery, the celebrated pirate, having once received fome 
offence from the inhabitants, burnt this town; but it 
was afterwards rebuilt, much in the fame manner, and 
to the fiime extent as before. 

The people are nearly black, with frizzled hair. 
They fpcak the Portuguefc language tolerably well, but 
are thievilh and blood thirfty. The women here are 
more ingenious, and better houfewives than in any 
other of the Cape de Verd ifiands. Moft families have 
horfes. hogs, and poultry; and many of the people of 
St. Nicholas underftand the art of boat building, in 
which the inhabitants of the other ifiands are deficient. 
They likewife make good cloths, and even deaths, 
being tolerable taylors, manufadure cotton quilts, knit 
cotton dockings, make good Ihocs, and tan leather. 
They are ftrong Roman Catholics, but their difpofi-, 
tions are fo obftinate, that their priefts find it very 
difficult to rule them. I’his ifiand abounds in oranges, 
lemons, plantains, bananas, pompions, mufk, water¬ 
melons, fugar-canes, vines, gum-dragon, feftroons, 
maiz, 

'I he ifiand of St. Vincent is under 18 deg. ofN. lati¬ 
tude, two leagues to the weft of St. Lucia, and hbout’ 
torty-three leagues dirtant from the Ifie of Salt, W. 
and by N. It is five leagues in length. On the N. W. 
of it diere is a bay a league and a half broad at the 
entrant, furrounded with high mountains, and ftretch- 
ing to the middle of the ifiand. This bay is ftiel- 
tcred from the wcfterly and north-wcfterly winds, by 
the high mountains of the ifie of St. Vincent; fo that 
this is the fafeft harbour of any in all thefe ifiands; 
and yet it is difficult of accefs, becaufc of the furious 
winds that blow with the utmoft impetuofity from the 
mountains along the coaft. There are feveral other 
fmall bays on the fouth-fide of the ifiand, where fiiips 
may anchor, and thither the Portuguefe generally go 
to load hides. The S. E. fide of this ifiand is a Tandy 
inbrc, but there is not a drop of water on the hills, nor 
even in any of the deep valleys, except one, in which 
a is feento fpout out of the ground on digging 

St. Anthony is the moft northward of all the Cape 
c verd ifiands, and lies in 18 deg. N. latitude, feven 
miles from St. Vincent, with a channel between them, 
" ich mns from S. W. to N. E. Here are tw'o high 
mountains on this ifiand, one of which is nearly as high 
‘of Tencriffe, and feems always inveloped in 
ouds. The inhabitants are about five hundred in 
umber ; and on the N. W. fide of the ifiand there is a 
ta ^ ^onfifting of about twenty houfes or cot- 

u- by near fifty families of negroes 

white people, who are all wretchedly poor, and 


fpeak the Portuguefe language. On the north-fide of 
the ifiand there is a road for fiiipping, and a collection 
of water in a plain lying between high mountains, the 
water running from all fide^ in the rainy feafon; but in 
the dry feafon the people are greatly diftrclfed fdr 
water. The principal people here arc a governor, a 
captain, a prieft, and a fchoolmaftcr, all of v horn take 
much upon thcmfclves, fo that the people have fomc 
jingling verfes concerning them, which imply, that the 
governor’s ftaff. the beads of the prieft, the fchoolmaf- 
ter’s rod, and the captain’s fword, give them a licence to 
fcaft on the natives, who ferve as flaves to fupport their 
luxury and grandeur. 

Sti Lucia lies in latitude 17 deg. 18 min. N. It is 
high land, full of hills, and is about eight or nine 
leagues long. On the S. E. end of it are two fmall 
iflcs, very near each other. On the E. S. E. fide is the 
harbour, where the fhore is of white fand : here lies a 
fmall ifiand, round which there is a very good bottom^ 
and (hips may ride at anchor in twenty fathom water, 
over againft the ifiand of St. Vincent. 

Brava or the Savage, or the Defart Ifiand, is about 
four leagues to the S. W. of Fuego. There are two 
or three'fmall ifiands to the north of it. The beft 
harbour lies on the S. E. fide of the ifiand, where 
fhips may anchor next to the Ihore in fifteen fathom 
water. There is an hermitage and an hamlet juft above 
the harbour. On the wcft-Iide of the ifiand there is a 
very commodious road for fuch fliips as want to get 
water. 

On Friday the 14th of Augiift, both fiiips having got 
on board a fupply of refreihments and provifions, we 
weighed anchor, put to fca, and continued our voyage 
to the cape of Good Hope. On Sunday the i6th, in 
the evening, a luminous fiery meteor made its appear¬ 
ance ; it was of a bluifti colour, an oblong fliapc, and 
had a quick defeending motion. After a momentary 
duration, it difappeared in the horizon; its courfe was 
N. W. We obferved a fwallow following our veffel, 
and making numberlefs circles round it, notw ithfiand- 
ing our diliance from St. Jago was between fifty and 
fixty leagues. This harmlefs bird continued to attend 
the fiiip in her courfe the two following days. Wc 
obferved many conitos in the fea, which fhot paft us 
w ith great velocity; but we could not take a fingle one, 
though we endeavoured to catch them with hooks, and 
llrike them w ith harpoons. Wc were more fuccefs- 
ful in hooking a fliark, about five feet long. On this 
filh we dined the next day. We found it rather dif¬ 
ficult of digeftion, but, w 4 ien fried, it was tolerably 
good eating. Nothing very remarkable happened on 
board our Ihip the Rclblution, except that on the 19th, 
one of our carpenter's mates fell overboard, and was 
drow’ncd. He was fitting on one of the fcuttles, from 
whence it w’as fuppofed he fell. All our endeavours to 
fave him were in vain, for he w^as not feen till the in^ 
ftant he funk under the fliip's ftern. Wc felt his lofs 
very fenfibly, he being a fober man, as w'cll as a good 
w orkman; and he was inuch regretted even by his fliip- 
mates. 

OnThurfday the 20th, the rain defeended not in 
drops, but in ftreams, and, at the fame time, the wind 
w^as fqually and variable, fo that the people w'erc ob¬ 
liged to keep deck, and of courfe had all wet jackets, 
an inconvenience very common, and often experienced 
by fcamcn. However, this difegreeable circumftance 
was attended with good, as it gave us an opportuni¬ 
ty of fpreading our awnings, and filling feven empty 
puncheons with frefti w'ater. This heavy rain w'as nic- 
ceeded by a dead calm, which continued twenty-four 
hours, and was followed by a breeze from S, W. Be¬ 
tween this and the fouth point it held for feveral days, 
at times blow ing in fqualls, attended with rain and hot 
fultry w'cathcr. On the 27th inftant, one of captain 
Furneaux’s petty officers died on board the Adventure; 
but on board the Refolution, we had not one man fick, 
although a deal of rain fell, which, in fuch hot climates, 
is a great promoter of ficknefs. Capt. Cook took every 

necefirai7 


























































124 


4 | 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


neccITary precaution for the prefervation of our health, 
by airing and drying the fliip with fires made between 
decks, and by making the crew air their bedding, and 
wafh their deaths, at every opportunity. Two men 
were puniflied on board the Adventure; one a private 
marine for quarrelling with the quaitcr-mafier; the 
other a common failor for theft. Rich of them re¬ 
ceived one dozen. This we mention to lliew what ftrid 
difciplinc it was necefTary to preferve on board, in order 
to eflablifh a regular and peaceable behaviour in fuch 
hazardous voyages, when men, unaccuftomed to con- 
troul, arc apt to prove mutinous. 

On Tuefday, September the 8rh, we crolTed the line 
in longitude 8 deg. W. Some of the crew, who had 
never palfcd the line before, were obliged to undergo 
the ufual ceremony of ducking, but fome bought them- 
felvcs off, by paying the required forfeit of brandy. 
Thofe who fubmitted to an immerfion, found it very 
falutary, as it cannot well be done too often in warm 
weather, and a frequent change of linen and cloaths is 
exceeding refrelhing. On the 14th, a flying fifh fell 
on our deck ; wc caught feveral dolphins; faw fome 
aquatic birds; and, at various intervals, obferved the 
fea covered with numberlefs animals. On Sunday the 
ayth, a fail was difeovered to the W. ftanding after us; 
Ihe appeared to be a fnow, and fliewed either Portuguefe 
colours, or St. George’s enlign. We did not chufe to 
wait till (lie approached nearer, or to fpeak to her. The 
wdnds began now to be variable, fo that wc made but 
little way, and not any thing remarkable happened till 
Odober the 11 th, when we obferved an eclipfe of the 
moon. At twenty-four minutes, twelve feconds, after 
fix o’clock, by Mr. Kendal’s watch, the moon rofe about 
four digits eclipfed ; after which the following obferva- 
tions were made with different inftruments and time¬ 
pieces, by our aftronomers and others. 


X By Capt. Cook 
I By Mr. Forfter 
By Mr. Wales 
By Mr. Pickerfgill 
By Mr. Gilbert 
By Mr. Hervy 


h. m. f. with 

/ common refrador. 

6 55 233 

6 54 57 a quadrant telefcope. 
65530 a three feet refrador. 
6 53 24 the naked eye. 

6 55 34 a quadrant telefcope. 


Mean 6 54 46-i by the watch. 
Watch flow of 7 ^ 
apparent time i ^ 


Apparent time 6 5^^ 454 End of the eclipfe. 

Ditto 7 25 00 At Greenwich. 


Difference of long, o 26 144 3: 6^ 33' 30" 


Longitude from Mr. Wales’s Obfe^vations. 


Rythemoonandftar Aquilffi 5^ 5 I Mean 6® 12' o' 
Bythcditto&do.Aldebaran 6 35 ^ o 

By Mr Kendal’s Watch - - 6 53!- 


On Monday the 12th, the weather being calm, wc 
amufed ourfclves with fhooting fea fowl. We were 
now accompanied by (lieerwaters, pintadoes, &c. and 
by a fmall grey petcrel. I'his laff is lefs than a pigeon, 
has a gray back, wlijtifli belly, and a black ftrokc acrofs 
from the tip of one wing to that of the other. Thefe 
are fouthern birds, and, wc believe, never feen within 
the tropics, or north of the line. They vifited us in 
great flights ; and about the fame time wc faw feveral 
animals of the molufca kind, within our reach, to¬ 
gether with a violct-colourcd fhell, of a remarkable thin 
texture, and therefore feems calculated to keep the 
open fea; and not to come near rocky places, it being 
eafily broken. Saturday the 17th, we difeovered a fail 
to the N. W. which hoifled Dutch colours. She kept 
us company two dviys, but on the third wc out-failed her. 
From the j 2th to this day, wc had the wind between 
the N. and E. a gentle gale. On Wednefdaythe 21ft, 
our latitude was 35 deg. 20 min. S. and our longitude 
8 deg. 4 min. 30 fee. E. From this time to the 23d 

I 


the wind continued eafterly, when it veered to the N. 
and N. W. After fome hou|^ calm, we faw a feal, or 
as fome thought, a fea lion. The wind now' lixcd at 
N. W. which carried us to our intended port. As wc 
drew near to land, the fea fowl, which had acconu 
panied us hitherto, began to leave us: at Icaft they did 
not appear in fuch numbers; nor did we feegannets, 
or the black bird, commonly called the Cape Hen, till 
wc were nearly within fight of the Cape. On Thurf. 
day, the 29th, at two o’clock P. M. wc made the land 
of the Cape of Good Hope; for a paiticular deferip- 
tion of w hich, and of the adjacent country, fee page 
92, 6tc. of this w ork. The Table Mountain, over the 
Cape Town, bore E. S. E. diffant twelve or fourteen 
leagues : had it not have been obfeured by clouds, it 
might, from its height, have been feen at a much greater 
diftance. Friday the 30th, w'e Hood into Table Bay, 
with the Adventure in company, and anchored in five 
fathom water. We w ere now vifited by the maffer- 
attendant of the foit, fome other officers belonging to 
the company, and Mr. Brandt. This laff gentleman 
brought ofl' to us many articles that were very accep¬ 
table ; and the maffer-attendant, as is cuftomary, took 
an account of the tw'o fliips, enquiring particularly, if 
the fmall-pox was on board, a diforder dreaded above 
all others by the inhabitants of the cape; for w hich rca- 
fon a furgeon always attends on thefe vifits. This day 
Capt. Cook fent an oflicer to wait upon Baron Plcttcn- 
berg the governor, to inform him of our arrival; to 
which he returned a polite anfwer; and on the return of 
our officer, w'e falutal the fort with eleven guns, which 
compliment was acknowledged by the fame number. 
The governor, when the captain accompanied by fome 
of our gentlemen, waited upon him, told them, that 
two French Ihips from the Mauritius about eight 
months before, had difeovered land, in 48 deg. S. lati¬ 
tude, and in the meridian of that ifland, along which 
they failed forty miles, till they came to a bay, into 
which when they were about to enter, they were driven 
off' and feparated in a hard gale, after having loft fome 
of their people and boats, w ho had been fent out to 
found the bay; but the La Fortune, one of the ffiips, 
arrived foon after at Mauritius, the captain of which 
was fent home to France with an account of the dil- 
covery. We alfo learned from the governor, that two 
other French Ihips from Mauritius, in March laff, 
touched at the cape in their paflage to the Pacific 
Ocean, to which they were bound upon difeoveries, 
under the command of M. Marion. Aotourou, the In¬ 
dian, whom M. de Bougainville brought from Otaheite, 
was, had he been living, to have returned home with 
M. Marion. Having vifited the governor and fome of 
the principal inhabitants, we took up our abode at Mr. 
Braixlc’s, the ufual rcfidcnce of molt officers belonging 
to Englifti (hips. With refpedl to accommodations, 
this gentleman fpares neither expence nor trouble, in 
order to render his houfe as agreeable as poffible to 
thofe who favour him with their company. We con¬ 
certed meafures with Mr. Brandt for fupplying us with 
provifions, &c. all which he procured without delay, 
while our men on board were employed in overhauling 
the rigging, and the carpenters in caulking the ffiip^ 
fides, 6cc. At the fame time Mr. Wales and Mr. 
Riyley made obfervations for regulating the w'atchcs, 
and other purpofes. The refult of thefe was that Mr. 
Kendal's watch had anfwercd beyond our expeeffations, 
by determining the longitude of this place to within one 
minute of time to what it was obferved in 1761, I'/ 
Meflrs. Mafon and Dixon. 

At this place two Dutch Indiamcn arrived before us, 
from Holland. Their palTage was near five months, 
in which one of the fliips loll by the feurvy, and th^ 
other by putrid fevers, in all 191 men. One of thefe 
Ihips touched at Port Praya, and departed a month from 
thence before we came there, yet wc arrived at the 
Cape three days before her. During our ftay here, M'** 
Forfter, who employed his time wholly in the purfuit ot 
Natural Hiftory and Botany, met with one Mr. Sparr- 
man, a Swedilh gentleman, who had ftudied under 
Linnjeus. Mr. Forfter importuned ftrongly Capt. Cook 
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to take him aboard ; and Mf. Sparman being willing 
^ embark, the Captain confenred; and he was ci\- 
^ipcd under Mr. Forncr, who bore his expcnces on 
board and allowed him a yearly Qipend bcfides. Mr. 
Hodecs alfo employed himfelf in taking views of the 
Caoe town, and parts adjacent, in oil colours; all 
hich were left with Mr. Hrandt, to be forwarded by 
him to the admiralty, by the firft fliip bound for Eng- 


oil the 18th of November we had got eveiy thing on 
board ; but it was the 22d before we could put to fca. 
In this interval the crews of both fliips were ferved every 
day with frelli beef, or mutton, new baked bread, and 
\vhat quantity of greens they thought fulTicicnt; and 
the two Ihips, in every rcfpedl, were put in as good 
condition as when they left England. At this tiinc 
feme removes took place in the Adventure. The firU 
lieutenant, Mr. Shank, dciired leave to rclign, in or¬ 
der to return to England for thcrecovciy of his health, 
which was granted. Mr. Kemp was appointed tirft 
lieutenant, and Mr. Burney, one of our middiipmcn, 
was made fecond lieutenant, in the room of Mr. Kemp. 

On the 22d we repaired onEoard, having firfl taken 
leave of the governor, and other officers, w ho in a mofl: 
oblic^ing manner had afforded us all the neceffary af- 
fillancc we required. At three o'clock, P. M. we 
weighed, and fainted the fort with fifteen guns, which 
compliment was inftantly returned. We npw flood 
all night to the wefiward, to get clear of the land, du¬ 
ring which time the fca made the fame luminous ap¬ 
pearance, which has been already, in the courle of our 
hiftory, noticed and deferibed. As foon as we had 
cleared the land, we directed our couife, as ordered, to 
Cape Circumcifion. We had a moderate gale from the 
N. W. point until the 24th, when the wind Ihiftcd to 
the eaftward. 'I'his day by obfervation, at nc;'n, we 
found ourfflvcs to be in 35 deg. 25 min. S. lat. and 29 
min. W. of the Cape of Good Hope. As we were now 
directing our courfe tow ard the antarctic circle, and cx- 
fiedcd to encounter foon with cold w’cather, the Cap¬ 
tain ordered a wafte of frefh water to be as much as 
poffible prevented ; at the fame time he fupplied each 
man with a fearnought jacket, and trowfers, allowed 
by the .Admiralty, and alfo flops to fuch w-ho wanted 
them. Obferving a great number of albatroffes about 
Os, we put dut hooks and lines, with w hich we caught 
fcveral, and the fliip’s company, though ferved with 
hiutton, rclifhcd them very much. On the 29th a 
heavy fiorm came from the W. N. W. witli few inter¬ 
vals of moderate weather, for nearly a week: the fca 
ran very high, and frequently broke over the ihips. 

On Sunday, December the 6th, we were in lat. 48 
deg. 4t min. S. and in 18 deg. 24 min. E. longitude. 
I’hc llorm continued, and the roaring of the waves, 
together with hail, rain, and a great agitation of the 
vcilcl, were circumfiances that rendered our fituation 
extremely difagrecable. A boy in the fore part of our 
ihip hearing a noife of water lunning among the chcfls, 
turned out, and found himfelf half way up the leg in 
water; upon which all hands worked at the pumps, but 
the water increafed upon us. This was at lafl difeo- 
covered to come in through a fcuttle in the boatfwain’s 
fiore-room. This gale, attended with hail and rain, 
continued till the 8th, with fuch fury, that we could 
^arry no fails ; and being driven by this means far to 
thecalhvard of our intended courfe, not the leafi: hope 
remained of our reaching Cape Circumcifion. Our 
difirefs was augmented by the lof? of a great part of our 
live flock we had brought from the Cape. Every man 
telt the effeds of the fiiddcn tranfition from warm to ex¬ 
treme cold weather; for which reafonan addition was 
made to the men's allowance of brandy in both finps. 
On the morning of the 7th, the rifing fun gave us a 
nattering profped of ferene weather; but our cxpecla- 
tions foon vanilhed; the barometer was unufually low ; 
and by one o’clock P. M. the wind, which was at N. W. 
blew With luch violence as obliged us to flrikc our top- 
^llant-mafis. On the 8 th the gale was fomewhat 
abated ; Irjt the Tea ran too high for us to carry more 
tlun the forc-top-iniifi Ilay-fail. 

No. t c. 


On Wednefday, the 9th, at three A. M. we wore 
ffiip to the routhw’ard,‘lh6wersof Ihow’ fell, withfqually 
weather. At eight made fignal for the Adventure to 
make fail. On the i oth made another fignal for her to 
lead, and faw an ice-ifiand to the wefiward of us, in 
50 deg. 40 mini. S. latitude, and 2 deg. E. longitude of 
the Cape of Good Hope. The weather being hazy, 
Capt, Cook by fignal called the Adventure under our 
flcrn; a fortunate circumftance this; for the fog in- 
creafed fo much, that we could not difeern an ifland of 
ice, for which we were fleering, till we were Icfs than a 
mile from it. I'he fea broke very high againfi: this 
ifland of ice, wffiich Captain Furncaux took for land, 
and therefore hauled off from it, till he was called back 
by fignal. We cannot determine with preciliori on the 
height or circumference of this ice-ifiand ; but, in our 
opinion fuch large bodies rnufl drift .very flowly, for, as 
the grcatcfl part of them arc under water, they can be 
little afleded by either the wdnds or w aves. It being 
neceffary to proceed with great circumfpcdlion, we 
reefed our top-fails, and upon founding found no ground 
w ith one hur.drcd and fifty fathoms. 

Friday, the nth, in 51 deg. 50 min. S. lat. and 
21 deg: 3 min. E. lohgitude, faw fome white birds,and 
paffed another large ifland of ice. The birds were 
about the fize of pigeons, wdth blackifli bills and feet. 
Capt. Cook thought them of the petrel kind, and na¬ 
tives of thefe frozen feas. The difmal fccnc in vie\y, to 
which we were unacculfomed, was varied, as well by 
thefe birds, as fevcral whales, which made their ap¬ 
pearance among the ice, and afforded us fome idea of 
a fouthern Greenland. But though the appearance of 
the ice, with the waves breaking over it, might aftbrd 
a few moments pleafureto the eye, yet it could not fail 
filling us with horror, when we reflected on our dan¬ 
ger; for the Ihip w'ould be daflicd to pieces in a mo¬ 
ment, were flic to get againfi the weather fide of one 
of thefe id. nis, when the fca runs high. 

On the thirteenth, a great variety of ice i(lands pre- 
fented thcmfelvcs to our view, and the number ot our 
attendant birds dccreafed. As we were now' in the lati¬ 
tude of Cape Circumcifion, according to Mr. Bou" 
vet’s difcovcrics, in the year 1739, yet we were ten deg. 
to the longitude of it: but fome people on board were 
very eager to be firll in fpying land. In thi • field of 
low ice were feveral iHands, or hills, and fome on board 
thought they faw’ land over the ice; but this was only 
owing to the various appearances which the ice hills 
make, when feen in hazy weather. We had fmooth 
water, and brought to under a point of ice: here w'C 
confulted on places of rendezvous, in cafe of repara¬ 
tion, and made feveral regulations for the better keep¬ 
ing corrlpanyi We then made fail along the ice. 

On Monday the fourteenth a boat was hoifted out for 
two gentlemen to make fome obfervations and experi¬ 
ments. While they were thus engaged, the fog in¬ 
creafed fo much, that they entirely loff fight of both 
of the fliips. Their fituation was truly terrific and 
alarming, as they were only in a finall four oared boat, 
inanimmenfe ocean, furrounded with ice, utterly defli- 
tute of provifions, and fiir from any habitable Ihorc. 
They made various efforts to be heard, and row ed about 
for fome time, without effeeff; they could not fee the 
length of theii' boats, nor hear any found. They had 
neither rnaft nor fail, only tw'o oars. They determined 
to lie flill, as the weather was calm, and hoped that 
the fhips would not fwim out of fight. A bell founded 
■at a diftance, wffiich was heavenly miific to their cars. 
They were at laft taken up by the Adventure, and thus 
narrow ly cfcapcd thofe extreme dangers. So great w'as ^ 
the thicknefsof the fog fometimes, that we had theur- 
mofl difficulty to avoid running againfi the ifiands of 
ice, with which we were furrounded. We flood to the 
fouth on the fevcntccnth, w'hcn the weather was clear 
and ferene, and faw feveral forts of birds, which we 
were unacquainted with. The Ikirts of the ice feemed 
to be more broken than ufual, and we failed among it 
mofl part of the day; we were obliged to fland to the 
northward, in order to avoid it. On the eighteenth 
w e got clear of the field of ice, but was carried among 
2 I the 



















































































































126 


Capt. C O O K’s VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


the ice iflands, which it was difficult to keep clear ot. 
'rhe danger to which we were now expofed, was pre¬ 
ferable to being entangled among immenfe fields of ice. 
There were two men on board the Refoliition, who had 
been in the Greenland trade; the one had lain nine 
weeks, and the other fix, fiuck fiifi: in a field of ice. 
That which is called a field of ice is very thick, and 
confifis but of one piece, be it ever fo large. There 
are other pieces of great extent packed together, and in 
fome places heaped upon each other.’ How long fuch 
ice may have lain here, is not eafily determined. In 
the Greenland feas, fuch ice is found all the fummer 
long, and it cannot be colder there in fummer time 
than it is here. Upon the fuppofition that this ice 
which we have been fpeaking of is generally formed in 
bays and rivers, we imagined that land was not far from 
us, and that the ice alone hindered our approaching it. 
We therefore determined to fail to the eaftward, and 
afterwards to the fouth, and, if we met with no land or 
impediment, there to get behind the ice, that this 
matter might be put out of doubt. We found the 
weather much colder, and all the crew complained of 
it. Thofe jackets which v^ erc too fhort were lengthen¬ 
ed w'ith baize, and each of them had a cap made of 
the fame fluff, which kept them as warm as the cli¬ 
mate would admit. Scorbutic fymptoms appearing on 
fome of the people, the furgeons gave them frelli wort 
every day, made from the malt we took with us for 
that purpofe. 

We flood once more to the fouthward on the tw'cnty- 
fecond inflant. On the twenty-third, we hoiflcd out 
a boat to make fuch experiments as were thought necef- 
fary. We examined fcveral fpccies of birds, which 
we had fliot as they hovered round us \\ ith feeming 
curiofity. 

On the twenty-fifth, being Chriffmas-day, we were 
vciy chearful, and notwithflanding the furrounding 
rocks of ice, the failors fpent it in favage noife and 
drunkennefs. On the twenty-fixth, we failed through 
large quantities of broken ice. We were dill furround- 
ed with iflands, which in the evening appeared very 
beautiful, the edges being tinged by the letting fun. 
We w'ere nowin latitude 58 deg. 31 min. S. 

On the twenty-feventh we had a dead calm, and we 
devoted the opportunity to fliooting petrels and pen¬ 
guins. This afforded great fport, though we were un- 
luccefsful in our chace of penguins. We were obliged 
to give over the purfuit, as the birds dived fo frequent¬ 
ly, and continued fo long under water. We at lafi: 
wounded one repeatedly, but vas forced finally to kill 
it with a ball; its hard glolTing plumage having con- 
flantly turned the fiiot alide. The plumage of this 
bird is very thick, the feathers long and narrow', and 
lie as clofe as fcalcs. I'hefc amphibious birds arc thus 
■fecured againllthe wet, in which they almoll continual¬ 
ly live. Nature has likcw'ife given them a thick fkin, 
in order to rcfifl the peipetual winter of thefe inhofpi- 
tablc climates. The penguin w'e fhot weighed eleven 
pounds and a half. The petrels are likewife well pro¬ 
vided againff the feverity of the weather. Thefe latter 
have an aftonifliing quantity of feathers, two feathers 
inftead of one proceeding out of every root. Glad were 
we to be thus employed, or indeed to make any mo¬ 
mentary reftedlions on any fubjcdl:, that we might in 
fome meafure change that gloomy uniformity in which 
we fo flow ly paffed our time in thefe defolate and un¬ 
frequented feas. We had conftant difagrceable wea¬ 
ther, confiding of thick fogs, rain, fleet, hail, and 
fnow; w'c w'erc furrounded with innumerable quantities 
of ice, and were irrconftant danger of being fplit by 
them; add to which, we were forced to live upon fait 
provilions, w hich concurred with the w eather to infedl 
our mafs of blood. Our feamcn coming frefh from 
England did not yet mind thefe feverities and fatigue, 
their fpirits kept them above repining at them; but 
among fome of us a wifh prevailed to exchange our 
fituation for a happier and more temperate one. The 
crew were w'cll fupplied with portable broth and four 
krout, which had the defired effedt in keeping them 
from the feurvy. The habit at' body in one man w’as 


not to be relieved by thofe expedients, but he vvas cured 
by the conftant ufc of frcfti wort. This ufeful remedy 
ought never to be forgotten in ftiips bound on long 
voyages, or the encomiums on the efficacy of malt can¬ 
not be exaggerated; great care muft alfo be taken to pre¬ 
vent its becoming damp and mouldy, for if it is fulfered 
to do fo, its faliitary qualities will become injpaired in 
a long voyage. 

On the 29th, the commanders came to a refolution, 
provided they met with no impediment, to run as far 
weft: as Cape Circumcifion, fince the fca feemed to be 
pretty clear of ice, and the diftance not more than eighty 
leagues. We ftccred for an ifland of ice this day, in¬ 
tending to take fome on board, and convert it into frefti 
water. On this ifland w e faw a great number of pen¬ 
guins. The fight of thefe birds is faid to be a fure in¬ 
dication of the vicinity of land. This may hold good 
w here there are no icc iftands, but not fo w'hen there 
are any, for there they find a refting place. We will 
not dctemiine whether there are any females among 
them at fo great a diftance from land, or whether they 
go on ftiore to breed. 

On the 31ft:, W'e flood for this ifland again, but could 
not take up any of the loofe ice, for the w'ind incrcafed 
fo confiderably, as to make it dangerous for the fhips to 
remain among the ice; befides which, we difeovered 
an immenfe field of ice to the north, extending fur¬ 
ther than the eye could reach. We had no time to 
deliberate, as we were not above two or three miles 
from it. 

On the I ft of January, the gale abated, 
but there fell a good deal of fnow and fleet, 
which froze on the rigging of the ftiips. The w'ind 
continued moderate the next day, and we w'ere favour¬ 
ed with a fight of the moon, w hofc face we had not 
feen fince we left the Cape of Grood Hope. We were 
now in 59 deg. 12 min. S. latitude, and in 9 deg. 45 
min. E. longitude. Several obfervations were made 
of the fun and moon. We were nearly in the longi¬ 
tude affigned by M. Bouvet to Cape Circumcifion; 
but as the weather was very clear at this tirne, infomuch 
that we could fee at leaf! fifteen leagues diftance from 
us, it is moft: probable that what he took for land was 
no more than mountains of ice, furrounded by loofe 
or packed ice, the appearances of which are fo decep¬ 
tions. From all the obfervations we could make, we 
think it highly probable that there is no land under the 
meridian between the latitude of 5 5 and 59 deg. We 
diredted our courfe to the E. S. E. that we might get 
more to the S. We had a frefh gale and a thick fog, 
a good deal of fnow and fleet, which froze on the rig¬ 
ging, and every rope was covered with fine tranfpareiit 
ice. This was plcafing enough to look at, but made us 
imagine it was colder than it really was, for the w'cathcr 
was much milder than it had been for many days paft, 
and there w'as not fo much ice in the fca. One inconve¬ 
nience attended us, w'hich was, that the men found it 
vciy difficult to handle the rigging. 

On Friday the 8th, we paffed more ice iflands, which 
became very familiar to us. In the evening w'e carnc 
to one W'hich had a vaft quantity of loofe ice about it, 
and, as the weather was moderate, we brought to, and 
fent the boats out to take up as much as they could. 
Large piles of it were packed upon the quarter-deck, 
and put into calks, from w'hich, after it was melted, we 
got w'ater enough for thirty days. A very little falc 
water adhered to the ice, and the water which this pro¬ 
duced was very frcfli and good. Excepting the melting 
and taking away the ice, this is a moll expeditious 
method of fupplying ftiips w'ith water. We obferved 
here feveral w hite whales, of an immenfe lizc. In two 
days afterwards we took in more ice, as did the Ad¬ 
venture. Some perfons on board, who were ignorant 
of natural philofophy, were very much afraid that the 
unmeltcd ice, which was kept in calks, when the wea¬ 
ther altered, W'ould diffolve and biirft the cafles in which 
it was packed, thinking that, in its melted ftate it would 
take up more room than in its frozen one. In order to 
undeceive them, Capt. Cook placed a little pot 01 
ftamped ice in a temperate cabbin, which, as it gra- 
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dually dilTolvcd, took up much Icfs fpace than before. 
This was a convincing-argument, and'their fears of 
this fort fubfidcd. As w c had now fevcral fine days, 
we had frequent opportunities of making obfervations, 
and trying experiments, which were very ferviccable 
to us on many accounts. The people like wife took 
the opportunity of walking their cloaths in frefh water, 

M hich is very necelTary in long voyages. 

On the 17th, before noon, we crofTcd the antar<flic 
circle; and advanced into the fouthern frigid zone, 
which to all former navigators had remained impene¬ 
trable. We could fee icveral leagues around us, as 
the w'cather was tolerably clear. In the afternoon we 
faw the whole fea covered with ice, from S. E. to S. W. 
We faw a new fpecies of the petrel, of a brown colour, 
with a white belly and rump, and a large ^yhitc fpot on 
the wings; we faw great flights of them, but never 
anv of tnem fell into the fliips. We called it the An¬ 
tarctic petrel, as fuch numbers of them were fecn 
hereabouts. 

In the afternoon we faw thirty-eight ice iflands, large 
and final!. This immenfe field was compofed of dif¬ 
ferent kinds of icc; fuch as field-ice, as fo called by 
the Greenlandmen, and packed icc. Here we faw 
Icveral whales playing about the icc, and ftill large 
flocks of petrels. Our latitude was now 67 deg. 15 
min. S. 

We did not think it prudent to perfevere in a fouth¬ 
ern direction, as that kind of fummer which this part of 
the world produces was now half fpent; and it would 
have taken up much time to have gone round the ice, 
fuppofing it pradlicable; we therefore rcfolved to go 
dire'fdy in fearch of the land lately difeovered by the 
French. 

On the 19th, in the evening, we faw a bird, which 
in Capt. Cook’s fonner voyage was called the Port 
Egmoitt hen; fo called, becaufc there arc great num¬ 
bers of them to be feen at Port Egmont in Falkland 
iflands. They are about the fizc of a large crow, fliort 
and thick, of a chocolate colour, with a white fpeck 
^iinder each wing. Thofe birds arc faid never to go 
far from land ; and wc were induced from this circum- 
flance to hope that land was near, but we were difiip- 
pointed j the ice iflands had probably brought this bird 
hither. 

On the 21 ft, w’e faw white albatrolTes with black tipped 
wings. On the 29th, feveral porpoifes palTed us with 
amazing fwiftnefs; they had a large white fpot on 
their lides, w hich came almoft up to tneir backs. They 
went at Icaft three times as faft as our velTels, and 
wc went at the rate of feven knots and a half an hour. 
On the 31ft, wc paired a large icc ifland, which at the 
time of our failing by was tumbling to pieces. The ex- 
plofion equalled that of a cannon. 

On the I ft of February, we faw large quantities of 
fea weed floating by the Ihips. Capt. Furncaux ac¬ 
quainted Capt. Cook, that he had fecn a number of 
divers, which vciy much refembled thofe in the Englifli 
feas, and likewile a large bed of floating rock-weed. 
Thefe were certain figns of the vicinity of land ; but we 
could not tell whether it was to the E. or W. Wc 


imagined that no land of any extent lay to the W. 
becaufc the fea lan fo high from the N. E. N. N. W. 
and \V. wc therefore fleered to the E. lay to in the night, 
and refumed our courfe in the morning. Wc faw two 
or three egg birds, and palfcd feveral pieces of rock- 
weed, but no other figns of land. Wc fleered north¬ 
ward, and made fignal for the .Adventure to follow, as 
fliCNvas rather thrown aftern by her movement to the 
eaflward. Wc could not find land in that diredlion, 
and we again fleered fouthward. Theic was an ex¬ 
ceeding thick fog on the 4th, on which wc loft fight 
of the Adventure.' Wc fired feveral fignals, but were 
not anfwered ; on which account we had too much reafon 
to think that a feparation had taken place, though v c 
could not well tell what had been the caufc of it. Capt. 
Cook had dirc( 5 l:cd Capt. Furncaux, in cafe of a fepara¬ 
tion, to cruize three days in that place lie lafl faw the 
Refolution. Capt. Cook accordingly made Ihort boards, 
and fired half hour guns till the afternoon of the 7th, 
when the wxather cleared up, and the Adventure was 
not to be fecn in the limits of that horizon. We were 
obliged to lie to till the loth, and notwithftanding we 
kept firing guns, and burning falfe fires all night, we 
neither faw nor heard any thing of the Adventure, and 
were obliged to make fail without her, which w'as but 
a difmal profpcdl, for w^e were now expofed to the 
danger of the frozen climate without the company of 
our fellow-voyagers, which before had relieved our 
fpirits, when w^e confidcred that we were not entirely 
alone in cafe we loft our ow'ii vcflcl. The crew univer- 
fally regretted the lofs of the Adventure ; and they fcl- 
dom looked around the ocean without exprelfing fome 
concern that we were alone on this unexplored expanfe. 
At this time we had an opportunity of feeing w hat we 
had never obferved before, the aurora auflralis, which 
made a very grand and luminous appearance. Nothing 
material happened to us, but various changes of the 
weather and climate, till the 25th of March, w hen land 
was feen from the maft-head, which greatly exhilerared 
the fpirits of our failors. We fleered in for the land 
wdth all the fail w^e could cany, and had the advantage 
of good weather and a frefli gale. The captain mif- 
took the bay before us for Dulky Bay, the iflands that 
lay at the mouth ofit having deceived him. Wc pro¬ 
ceeded for Dufky Bay, in New Zealand, but with much 
caution as wc advanced nearer the land. We paffed 
feveral iflands, &c. and two leagues up the bay an 
officer was fent out to look for anchorage, which he 
found, and fignified it by fignal. Here we anchored in 
fifty fathoms water, and very near the fliore. This joy¬ 
ful circumflance happened on the 26th of March, after 
wc had been 117 days at fea, and failed 3660 leagues, 
without fo much as once feeing land. It might be fup- 
pofed, from the length of time we had been at fea, that 
the people w'ould have been generally affeefed by the 
feurvy; but the contrary happened, ow'ing to the pre¬ 
cautions we ufed. We had much reafon to be thank¬ 
ful to the Divine Providence, that no untoward ac¬ 
cident had befallen us, and that our crew were in good 
health. 
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T H E country appeared beautiful and pleafing. 

The iflands wc palled, before our entrance into 
Dufky Bay, were (haded with evergreen, and covered 
With woods; the various fliades of autumnal yellow, 
intermixed with the evergreens, exhibited a delightful 
contrail. The rocky fliorcs were enlivened with flocks 
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of aquatic birds, and the whole country refounded with 
the wild notes of the feathered fongflers. As foon as 
wc anchored we caught great numbers of fifli, which 
eagerly took the bait laid for them. Our firft meal 
upon fifli here was looked upon as the moft delightful 
WT had ever rriade. Capt. Cook did not like the place 
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in which we anchored, and fent lieutenant Pickerfgill 
in fearch of a better, which he foon found. The cap¬ 
tain liked it, and called it Pickerigill harbour. This 
we entered on the twenty-feventh of March, by a chan¬ 
nel which was fcarccly twice the width of the fliip. 
PIcre we determined to ftay feme time, and examine it 
thoroughly, as no one had ever entered it before, or 
landed on any of the fouthern parts of this coun¬ 
try. Our iituation was admirable for wood and 
water. Our yards were locked in the branches of trees, 
and near our Hern ran a delightful llream of freflt wa¬ 
ter. We made preparations on fliOre for making all 
necelhiry obfervations, and perform necefTar)' repairs, 
dec. &c. The live cattle we had left, which confiftcd 
of a few fheep and goats, would not tr.He the graft 
which grew on the fliore; nor were they very fond of 
the leaves of tender plants which grew here. When 
we examined thefc poor creatures, we found their teeth 
loofc, and they had other fymptoms of an inveterate 
feurvy. Wc had not hitherto feen any appearance of 
inhabitants; but on the twenty-eighth fome of the of¬ 
ficers went on a fliooting party in a fmall boat, and dif- 
covering them, returned to acquaint Capt. Cook there¬ 
with. Very fliortly a canoe came filled with them, 
within mufket fliot of the fiiip. 'I'hcy ftood looking 
at us for fome time, and then returned; we could not 
prevail upon them to come any nearer, notwithfiand- 
ing we fliewed them every token of peace and friend- 
fiifp. Capt. Cook, with feveral officers and gentle¬ 
men, went in fearch of them the fame day. We found 
the canoe hauled upon the ihore, where were feveral 
huts, with fire-pla(?cs and filhing-ncts, but the people 
had probably retired into the woods. We made but a 
ihort Hay, and left in the canoe fome medals, looking- 
glaffes, See. not chufing to fearch any further, or en¬ 
force an interview which they wiflied to avoid ; we re¬ 
turned accordingly to the lliip. Two parties went out 
the next day, but returned without finding any thing 
worth noticing. 

On the firH of April we wTnt to fee if any thing wc 
had left in the canoe remained there. It did not ap¬ 
pear that any body had been there, and none of the 
things meddled with. On the 2nd wc again went on 
Ihorc to fearch for natural produdlions. Wc killed 
three fcals, and found many ducks, wood hens, and 
w'ild fowl, feveral of w’hich wc killed. Another party 
went afliorc the fame day, and took wdth them a black 
dog we had brought from the Cape, w ho ran into the 
woods at the firH mufquct they fired, and would not 
return. Both parties came back to the Hiip in the 
evening. 

On the fixth, we made a Hiooting party, and found 
a capacious cove, w here wc Hiot feveral ducks; on 
which account wc called it Duck Cove. Wchad an in¬ 
terview with one man and two women, as we returned 
in the evening, who were natives, and the firH that dif- 
covered thcmfclves; and had not the man hallooed to 
us, wc fiiouid have paffed without feeing them.. The 
man Hood upon the point of a rock, with a.club in his 
hand, and the w'omcn were behind him with fpcars. 
As wc approached, the man difeovered great figns of 
fear, but Hood firm ; nor would he move to take up 
Ibme things that were thrown to him. His fears w ere 
all difllpatcd by Capt. Cook's going up to embrace 
him; the captain gave him fuch things as he had about 
him. The officers and fcamen followed the Captain, 
and talked fome time with them; though w c could not 
underHand them. In this converfation, the youngeH 
of the women bore the greateH Hiarc. A droll fellow 
of a failor remarked, that the women did not want 
tongue in any part of the world. We w'crc obliged, 
to loive them on the approach of night; but before we 
parted Mrs. Talkative gave us a dance. 

On the feventh we made them another vifit, and pre- 
fented them with feveral things; but they beheld every 
thing with indifference, except hatchets and fpike nails. 
We now faw all the man's family, as we fuppofed, 
which confiHed of two wives, the young w^onian w^e 
mentioned before, a boy about fourteen years old, and 
three fmall children. Excepting one, woman (who 
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had a large wen upon her upper lip), they were 

well favoured ; on account of her dilagrccabic appear¬ 
ance,” Ihe feemed to be negleacd by the man. \\’c 
were condudled to their habitation, wliich confiHed oF 
two mean huts, fituated near the ikirts of a wood. 
Their cano? lay in a fmall creek, near the huts, and 
wasjuH large enough totranfport the wi.ole family from 
place to place. A gentleman of our party made 
Ikctchcs of them, which occalioncd their calling him 
Toc-TOe; which, it feems, is a word which lignifies 
marking or painting. On taking lea\e, the man pre- 
fented Capt. Cook with fome trifles, and a piece of 
cloth of their own manufadure ; and pointed to a boat 
cloak, w hich he wiHicd to have. The hint was taken, 
and one was ordered to be made for him of red baize. 
On the 9th we paid the natives another vifit, and figni- 
ficd our approach by hallooing to them ; but they nei¬ 
ther met us on Hiorc, nor anfw crcd us as ufiial; the 
reafon of which was, that their time was fully occupied 
in dreffing themfelvcs to receive us. They had their 
hair combed and oiled, Huck with white feathers, and 
tied upon the crowns of their heads, and had bunches 
of feathers Huck in rheir cars. Wc w'cr^ received by 
them with great courtefy in their drefs. The man was 
fo well plcafcd with the prefent of the cloak, that he 
took his patta-patoe from his fide, and gave it to Capt. 
Cook. We continued here a little time, and took leave, 
fpending the reH of the day in fuiwcying the bay. 

On Monday the twelfth this family paid us a vifit in 
their canoe, but proceeded wdth caution as they ap¬ 
proached the fliip. We could not by any means per- 
fuade them to come on board, but put afliorc in a little 
creek near us, and fat themfclves down near enough to 
fpeak to us. Capt. Cook ordered the bagpipes to play, 
and the drum to beat; the latter only they regarded. 
They converfed very familiarly (though not well under- 
Hood) w ith fuch officers and fcamen as went to them, 
and paid a much greater regard to fome than to others; 
we fuppofed that they took fuch for women. One of 
the females fhewed a remarkable fondnefs for one man 
in particular, until flie found out his fex; after which 
fhc would not let him approach her. We cannot tell 
w hether Ihc had before taken him for a female, or whe¬ 
ther, in difeovering himfclf, he had taken fome liber¬ 
ties w ith her. In the evening the natives of Duffiy Bay 
took up their quarters very near our watering-place, 
w hich was a clear proof that they placed a great deal of 
confidence in us, We paffed two or three days in exa¬ 
mining the bay and making nereffary experiments and 
obfervations. Wc likewife fiiot great quantities of w ild 
fowl. 

On Monday the nineteeth, the man and his daugh¬ 
ter before-mentioned ventured on board our fiiip, while 
the reH of the family were fifliing in the canoe. Be¬ 
fore the man would come into the Hiip, he Hruck the 
fide of it with a green branch, and muttered fome 
W'ords, which wc took for a prayer; after which he 
threw' aw^ay the branch and came on board. Wc w ere 
at brcakfaH, but could not prevail on them to partake 
with us. They viewed every part of the cabin with ap¬ 
parent curiofity and furprife; but we could not fix the 
man's attention to any one thing for a moment. All we 
(hewed him feemed beyond his comprchenlion, and the 
works of nature and art were alike regarded. The 
Hrength and number of our decks and other parts of 
the fiiip feemed toHrike him with furprife. I'he man 
was Hill better pleafed with hatchets and fpikc-nailsthan 
any thing our Ihip produced; when he had once got 
poffeffion of thefc, he would not quit them. Capt. 
Cook and three other gentlemen left the (hip as foon as 
they could difengage thcmfclves from the vi(itors,whorn 
they left in the gun-room, and went out in two boats to 
examine the head of the bay ; at which place they took 
up their night’s lodging; the next day they continued 
their obfervations; and fired at fome ducks. Upon the 
report of the gun, the natives, who had not difeovered 
thcmfclves before, fet up a moH hideous roar in diffe¬ 
rent places. The gentlemen hallooed in their turn, 
and retreated to their boats. The natives did not fob 
low' them, neither indeed could they, becaufe a branch 
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r river feparatcd them, but hill made a gteat 

ife As they continued fliooting and making their 
obfervaiions, they Frequently heard the natives in the 
woods. A man and woman appeared at lalt on the 
hanks of the river, waving fomething in their hands as 
,, token of friendlhip. The gentlemen coukbnot get 
ear them* and the natives retreated into the woods. 
Two others appeared ; but as the gentlemen advanced, 
they retreated likewife, and the woods afforded them 
thi^ cover. The captain and his party palfcd the 
next night in the fame place, and after breakfan: em¬ 
barked to return on board ; but faw two men on the 
oppofice (bore, who hallooed to them, and they were 
inouced to row over to them. Capt. Cook with two 
other gentlemen landed unarmed, and advanced all to- 
ecthci% but the natives retreated, nor would they ftand 
iViW till Capt. Cook went up alone. It w^ with fomc 
difficulty that he prevailed on one of them to lay down 
his rpear; at lall he did it, and met the captain with a 
grofs plant in his hand, giving Capt. Cook one end 
to hold whiKf he himfelf held the other. In this po- 
fition they ftood while the native made a fpccch, which 
tlie captain did not underffand, but returned fome fort 
of anfwcr; they then fafuted each other, and the na¬ 
tive took his coat from his back, and put it on the cap¬ 
tain. The Captain prefented each of them with a 
hatchet and a knife, having nothing clfe with him. 
They invited the gentlemen to their habitation, and 
wanted them to eat, but the tide prevented their ac¬ 
cepting of this invitation. More people appeared in 
the Ikirts of the woods, but did not approach any 
nearer. The two natives accompanied the gentlemen 
to their boats, but feemed very much agitated at the 
appearances of the mufquets, which they looked upon 
as inftruments of death, on account of the flaughter 
they had obfcrv'cd among the fowls. It w'as neceflary 
to watch them, for they laid their hands on every 
thing except the raulquets. They affilfed the feamen 
in launching the boat. It did not appear that they had 
any boats or canoes w'ith them, but ufed two or three 
logs of wood tied together, which anlwered the fame 
piirpofes; for the navigation of the river, on the banks 
of which they lived, was not very difficult, and fwarm- 
cd with fi(h and fow l. We apprehend that all the na¬ 
tives of this bay did not exceed more than three fami¬ 
lies. This party took leave of the man about noon ; 
and in the evening returned to the fliip, when they 
found that the vilitorshad ftaid on board till noon-, that 
he and his family remained near them till that day, and 
went into the woods, after which they were never fecn ; 
this appears rather extraordinary, as they never went 
away w-ithoiit fome prefent. Several parties were 
made in order to catch fcals, which wxrc very ufeful for 
tbod, for oil, and their fkins were cured for rigging. 
The flcfli of them is nearly as good as beef-fteaks, and 
their entrails are equal to thofc of a bog. We likewife 
took the fummit of the mountains in this bay, and 
made other remarks. 

On Saturday the twenty-fourth Capt. Cook took five 
geefe and a gander, which were all that remained of 
thofe brought from the Cape of Good Hope, and car¬ 
ried them to a cove, which on this account he called 
goofe-cove ; this was a convenient place, for they were 
not likely to be dillurbed by the inhabitants, there was 
plenty of food for them, and they were likely here to 
breed and fpread the country with their fpecics. We 
bad now' fevcral days fair weather, w hich gave us a fine 
opportunity of hiaking neceffary preparations for de¬ 
parture. 

On Tuefday the twenty-feventh wc found an arm of 
the fea more convenient than that by which wc entered 
the bay; wc (hotfevcral ducks, and were much plcafed 
>v|th the day’s expedition. All w'c now w'aitcd for was 
jvind to carry us out of harbour by the new paffage we 
had difeovered. The tents and all other articles w'ere 
^oiird. The rubbifli wc had made on fliore, 
^hich confined chiefly of pieces of wood, &c. we fet 
on fire, in order to dry the ground, which being done, 

apL Cook fowed the fpot with various forts of garden 
K*cds. [ his was the befi place wc could find to place 
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them in. We made fevcral efforts to fail, butthewnnd 
proving contrary w'e made but little way, and were 
obliged to anchor on the firfl of May on the north fide ot 
Long Ifland. Here we found two huts w'ith fire places, 
which appeared to be lately inhabited. Capt. Cook 
was detained on hoard by a cold, and lent a party to 
explore an arm of the fea which turns in to the ca(h 
This party found a good anchoring place, w ith plenty 
of wild fowl, fifli, and frefii water. We made fevcral 
fiiooting parties when the w'ind would not permit us to 
fail. Before w'c leave Dufky Bay, we think it necef- 
faiy to give our readers fomc defeription of it. 

'fhere ^e two entrances to this Bay, which arc by 
no means dangerous; and there are numerous anchor¬ 
ing places, w'hich are at once fafe and commodious; 
at Cafeade Cove, fo called on account of the magnifi¬ 
cent cafeade near it, is room for a fleet of (hips, and a 
very good paffage in and out. The country is very 
mountainous, and the profped is rude and craggy. 
I'he land bordering on the fca-coafi, and all its lands, 
are covered with wood. There arc trees of various 
kinds which are common in other countries, the tim¬ 
ber of which is remarkably fine. Here are likewife a 
great number of aromatic plants, and the woods are 
fo over-run with fupplejacks, that it is difficult to make 
way through them. The foil is undoubtedly compofed 
of decayed vegetables, w'hichmake a deep black mould ; 
it is very loofe, and finks at every fiep- This may be 
the rcafon wffiy there are fo many lar^e trees blown 
dow'ii as wc meet with in the woods. Except flax and* 
hemp, there is very little herbage. The Bay abounds 
with fifh, which w'c caught in great numbers. Seals 
are the only amphibious animals to be found here, but 
there are great numbers of them. Various kinds of 
ducks arc to be found, as well as all other wild fowl. 
Here is likewife a bird which W'C called the waitlcbird, 
becaufe it has two wattles under its beak like thofe of a 
dunghill cock. Its bill is Ihort and thick, its feathers 
are dark, and is about the fi/e of an Englifli black¬ 
bird. This W'C called thepoy-bird, on account of two 
little tufts of curled hair which hang under its throat, 
called its poics, which is the Otaheitan word for car- 
rings. The feathers of this bird are of a fine maza¬ 
rine blue, except thofe of his neck, w’hich arc of a 
filver grey. The fweetnefs of its note- is equal to the 
beauty of its plumage; its flefii is likewife luxurious 
food, though it. is a great pity to kill them. 

The fmall black fand flies arc here very numerous 
and troublefome; they caufe a fwelling and intolerable 
itching wherever they bite. Another evil attending 
this bay is the almofl: conriniuil rains.that fall, but hap¬ 
pily our people felt no ill efleds from them. The 
place muft certainly be healthful, as thofe of our crew, 
who were in any degree indifpofed when we came in, 
recovered fpeedily. 

The inhabitants of Dufky Bay are the fame with 
thofe in other parts of New Zealand ; they fpeak the 
fame language, and adopt. the fame cuifloms. It is 
not eafy to divine what could induce thefe few families^ 
to feparate themfelvcs from the fociety of the reft of 
their fellow-creatures. It feems probable that there arc 
people feattered all over this fouthern ifland, by our 
meeting with inhabitants in this place. They appear 
to lead a wandering life, and don't feem to be in per- 
fe<ft: amity with each other. 

On Tuefday the nth of May, wc again made fail, 
but met with more obftnuftions. We obferved on a fud- 
den a whitifli fpot on the fea, out of w'hich a column 
arofe which looked like a glafs tube. It appeared that 
another of the fame fort came down from the clouds 
to meet this, and they made a coalition and formed 
what is called a water-fpout; fevcral others w;^e form.- 
cd in the fame manner foon alter. As w'c were not 
very well acquainted with the nature an^d caufes of thefe 
fpouts, we were very curious in examining them. 1 heir 
bafe was a broad fpot, which looked bright and yel- 
lowifh when the fun Ihone upon it; this appeared wffieji 
the fea was violently agitated, and vapours rofe in a 
fpiral form. The columns were like a cylinder, and 
moved forward on the furfacc of the fea, and frequently 
2 K appeared 
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Appeared crofTing each other, they at laft broke one 
after another, this was owing to the clouds not follow¬ 
ing them with equal rapidity. The fea appeared more 
and more covered with Ihort broken waves as the 
clouds came nearer to us; the wind veered about, and 
did not fix in any one point. Within 200 fathoms of 
us, we faw a fpot in the fca in violent agitation; the 
water afeended in a fpiral form towards the clouds; 
the clouds looked black and louring, and fome hail 
ftonesfell on board. A cloud gradually tapered into a 
long flender tube directly over the agitated fpot, and 
feemed defeending to meet the rifing fpiral, and foon 
united with it. The laftwatcr-fpout broke like others, 
no explofion was heard, but a flafli of lightning attend¬ 
ed this disjundtion. The oldeft mariners on board had 
never been fo near water-fpoiits before, they were there¬ 
fore veiy much alarmed. Had we been drawn into the 
vortex, it was generally believed that our mafts and 
yards muft have gone to wreck. From the firff ap¬ 
pearance, to the lafl: dilTolution, was three quarters of 
an hour. 

On May the 18th, at five o'clock in the morning, we 
opened Queen Charlotte’s Sound, and faw three flalhes 
arifing from a ftrong hold of the natives. We imagin¬ 
ed them to be fignals of the Europeans, and probably 
of our old friends in the Adventure; when we fired 
fome guns, we were anfwcred, and in a fitort time faw 
the Adventure at anchor. Wc were fainted by Capt. 
Furneaux with 13 guns, which we very chearfully re¬ 
turned ; none can deferibe the joy w'c felt at this moft 
happy meeting. 

As it mufi: be plcafing to our Subferibers and Readers, 
whofe generous encoui-agcmcnt we gratefully ac¬ 
knowledge, and it being our intention, in return, to 
render this work as complete, in every refpecl, as 
poflible, wc here prefent them with a Narrative of 
Capt. Furncaux’s proceedings, and of the various 
incidents that happened, during the feparation of 
the two fliips, to their joining again in Queen Char¬ 
lotte’s Sound j with fome account of Van Diemen’s 
Land. 

^ HE Adventure, on Sunday the 4th 

A. D. 1773* J[^ of February, after having loll fight of 

the Rcfolution, in a very thick fog, had no other means 
of again meeting with her, but by cruizing in the place 
were they parted company, or by repairing to Char¬ 
lotte Bay, the firfl: appointed place of rendezvous, in 
cafe fuch a misfortune Ihould happen. Soon after their 
feparation, the people of the Adventure heard a gun, 
the report of which they judged to be on the larboard 
beam; upon which, they hauled up S. F:. and fired a 
four pounder every half hour; but receiving no return, 
nor light of their companion, they kept the courfethey 
had lleered before the fog came on. In the evening 
it began to blow hard. The ftorm was attended wdth 
a prodigious fall of rain, every drop of the fize of a 
common pea; and the fea broke over the fiiip's bows 
to the height of the yard arms; yet, at intervals, the 
weather was more clear; but at thefe favourable op¬ 
portunities, they could not fee their wilhed forobjed, 
the Refolution, which gave them many moments re¬ 
plete w'ith inexprcllible uneafinefs. They then fiood to 
the welhvard, to cruize in the latitude where they lalt 
faw her, according to agreement, in cafe of feparation ; 
but the ftorm returned with renewed fury, and the 
weather being again exceeding hazy, they were com¬ 
pelled to bring to, w hich untow ard circumftance pre¬ 
vented them from reaching the intended place ; how¬ 
ever, they emized as near the fame as they could for 
three di^ys, w hen, after having kept beating about the 
fcas, in the moft terrible weather that any fliip could 
polfibly-endure, and giving all hopes over of joining 
their loft companion, they bore away forwdnter-quarters, 
1400 leagues diftant from them; and, having to traverfe 
ft, fca entirely unknown, they took every precaution for 
their fafety, and reduced the allowance o1 water to one 
quart a day for each fcanian. On the the 8th, they 
kept between the latitude 52 and 53 degrees S. and 
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reached to 95 deg. E. longitude. The)'’ had here hard 
gales from me W. attended with fnow% ficet, and a 
long hollow fea from the S. W. On the 26th a meteor, 
called to the northward, the Aurora Borealis, or 
northern lights, appeared w ith uncommon brightnefs in 
the N. N. W. diredling its courfe to the S. W. And 
what is more remarkable, after our feparation from the 
Refolution to our making land, we faw but one of the 
Ice-illands, though in the moft part of our long run, 
W'e were 2 or 3 degrees fouthward of the latitude in 
w hich wc firft met wdeh them ; but wc faw niimberlefs 
fca birds, and porpoifes, curioufly fpotted w ith white 
and black, frequently darted fwiftly by our fhip. 

On Monday the ift of March, having made nodifi. 
covery of land, though w e had traverfed from latitude 
48 to 45 degrees S. and from longitude 36 to 146 
degrees, it was determined to bear away for Vaii 
Diemen’s Land, in order to take in water, and repair 
our fhattcred rigging. This land, fuppofed to join 
New Holland, was difeovered by Tafman A. D. 1642, 
and in the charts is laid down in latitude 44 deg. S. and 
longitude 14O deg. E. On the 9th being Tuefday, 
about nine o’clock A. M. w'e fell in with the S. W. part 
of this coaft bearing N. N. E. 8 or 9 leagues diftant, 
and 140 deg. 10 min. E. longitude from Greenwich, 
It appeared moderately high and uncaven near the fea, 
but the hills farther back formed a double land and 
much higher. We faw a point which bore N. four 
leagues otf from us, much like the ram-head off Ply¬ 
mouth. This wc concluded to be the fame that Taf- 
man called the South Cape. About four leagues E. S. 
E. half E. from hence are three iflands, and fevcral 
rocks, rcfcmbling the Mew'ftone, (one of which we fo 
named) and they are not laid down by Tafman in his 
draughts. At the South Eaft CajK, in latitude 43 deg. 
36 rnin. S. and 147 deg. E. longitude, the countiy is 
hilly and full of trees, the ftiore rocky, and landing 
difficult, caufed by the wind blowing continually from 
the weftward, w-hich occafions fuch a furf, that the 
fand cannot lie on the fhorc. On Wednefday the lOth 
A. M. the fecond lieutenant was difpatchcd in the great 
cutter, the Ihip being about four miles from the land, 
to find if there was any harbour or good bay. With 
much difficulty they landed, faw' fevcral places where 
the Indians had been, and one they had lately left. 
There was a path in the woods, which probably leads 
to their habitations but our people had not time to 
purfijc it. The foil appears to be very rich, and the Ice 
country well cloathcd with wood, efpecialiy on the 
fide of the hills. Plenty of wearer fell from the rocks, 
in beauiifiil cafcadcs, for two or three hundred feet per¬ 
pendicular into the fea. Not perceiving the leaft lign 
of any place to anchor in, wc hoifted in the boat and 
made fail for FVederick Henry Bay. At three o’clock 
P. M, we were abreaft of the w eftermoft point of a very 
deep bay called by Tafman, Stormy Bay. Sevei'al 
iflands from the W. to the E. point of this bay, and 
fome black rocks, we named the Friars. At feven, be¬ 
ing abreaft of a fine bay, w'ith little wind, we came to, 
and by a good obfciwation found our latitude to 
43 longitude 147 deg. 34 min. 

F!. On Thurfday the i ith, at day-break, we found a 
moft commodious harbour, and at feven in the evening, 
we anchored in 7 fathom water, about one mile from 
the Ihore on each fide. Maria's ifland is about 5 or 6 
leagues oft'. Here we lay five days, and found the 
country exceeding plcafant. The foil, though thin, is 
rich; and the fides of the hills are covered with large 
trees, that grow to a great height before they branch olf. 
They differ from any we had hitherto fecn. All of 
them arc of the evergreen kind, and the wood being 
very brittle, is eafily ^lit. Of thefe W'C found only two 
forts. The leaves of one are long and narrow, and the 
feed, ftiapcd like a button, has a very agreeable fmcll. 
'Fhc leaves of the other refemblc thofc of the bay, and 
its feed that of the white thorn. From thefe trees, 
when cut down, iifued, w'hat the furgeons call, gum-lac. 
They are fcorchcd near the ground, by the natives fet- 
ting fire to the undcrw'ood in the moft unfrequented 
places. Of the land birds, arc fome like a raven, others 
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of the crow kind, paroquets, and fcvcral forts of finall 
birds One of our gentlemen Ihot a large white fowl 
of the eagle kind, about the fize of a kite. The fea 
fowl arc ducks, teal, and the fheldrakc. Of beads we 
fow only an opolTum, but obferved the dung of others 
which we pronounced to be of the deer kind. The fifli 
we caught in the bay were modly lharks, dog fifli, and 
another fort called by the feamcn nurfes, full of white 
(pots, and feme fmall ones not unlike fprats. In the 
llgoons arc trout, and other forts of fifli, a few of 
which we caught with hooks. During our flay here, 
Ave did not fee any of the natives, but perceived the 
fnioke of their fires, eight or ten miles to the north¬ 
ward. It is evident that they come into this bay from 
their wigwams or huts, which are formed of boughs, 
either broken, or fplit, and tied together with grafs : 
the largeft ends are ftuck in the ground, and the fmallcr 
arc brought to a point at the top ; making the whole of 
a circular form, which is covered with fern or bark, in 
the middle of which is the fire-place, furrounded wdth 
heaps of mufcle, pear fcallop, and cray-filh fliells. 
In one of their huts we found the flone they flrike fire 
with, and feme tinder made of the bark of a tree. In 
others of their wigwams were one of their fpcars, lharp 
at one end, with fome bags and nets made of grafs, 
which contained, w'c imagine, their provifions and 
other ncccflaries. We brought moft of thofc things 
away, leaving in their room medals, gun-flints, a few 
nails, and an old iron-hooped empty barrel. The huts 
of thefc people feemed to be built only for a day, the 
workmanfliip being fo flender, that they will hardly 
keep out a Ihower of rain. The inhabitants lie on the 
ground, on dried grafs, round their fires. They w-an- 
der about, in fmall parties, from one place to another 
in fearch of food, the chief end of their exiflence; 
and, from what we could judge, they arc altogether 
an ignorant, wretched race of mortals, though natives 
of a country capable of producing every ncceflary of 
hfe, and a climate the fineft in the world. Having 
got on board our wood and water, wt failed out of Ad¬ 
venture Bay, intending to coaft it, with a view of dif- 
covering whether Van Diemen’s Land is part of New 
Holland. 

On Tuefday the i6th, we pafled Maria’s Iflands, 
and on the 17th Schouten’s, when we hauled in for the 
main land, and flood off two or three leagues along 
Ibore. Here the country appeared well inliabitcd, and 
tlic land level; but we dilcovered not any figns of a 
harbour or bay, wherein a fliip might anchor with 
fafety. The land in lat. 40 deg. 50 min. S. trends to 
the weftward, and from this latitude to that of 39 deg. 
50 min. is nothing but iflands and flioals; the land ap¬ 
pearing high, rocky, and barren. We now flood to 
the northward, and again made land in 39 deg. but 
foon after difeontinued this courfc, to fall in with the 
Ihore being very dangerous. From Adventure Bay to 
w here we flood aw ay for New’ Zealand, the coafl lies 
in the diredion S. half W. and N. half E. and Capt. 
Furneaux was of opinion, that there arc no flraits be¬ 
tween New Holland and Van Diemen's Land, but a 
ver}^ deep bay. The wind blownng a flrong gale at 
S. S. E. and feeming likely to fliift round to the eafl- 
ward, he thought it mofl prudent to leave the coaft, 
and make the befl of his way for New Zealand. 

On the 24th, having left Van Diemen’s land, a very 
fcycrc fquall reduced us to reefed courfes. Wc 
fliipped many w'avcs, one of which ftovc the large cut¬ 
ter, and with much diflicuky wc prevented the fmall 
one from being waflicd over-board. After this heavy 
gale, which continued twelve hours, we had more tem¬ 
perate weather, accompanied with calms. At length 
we made the coaft of New Zealand in 40 deg. 30 min. 

latitude, having run twenty-four deg. of longitude 
froin Adventure Bay, in a pafliige of fifteen days. VVTcn 
we firfl came in light of land, it appeared high, form- 
a confufed group of hills and mountains. We 
fleered along Ihore to the northward, but our courfe 
^as much retarded by the fwell from the N. E. 

On Saturday, April the 3d, at fix o’clock, A. M. 
defoied Land, which .upon a naircr. approach we 


knew to be that which lies between Rock Point and 
Cape Farewell, fo named by Capt. Cook, when on 
his return from his lafl voyage. Cape farewell, the 
fouth point of the entrance pf the weft fide of the 
flraits, bore E. by N. half N. three or four leagues 
diflant. Sunday, the 4th, we continued our courfe, 
and flood to the eaftward for Charlotte’s Sound. On 
Monday, the 5th, we worked up to windward under 
Point Jackfon. ITom Stephen's Ifland to this point, 
the courfc is nearly S. E. diflance eleven leagues. We 
fired feveral guns while ftanding off and on, but faiv 
not any inhabitant. At half pall two P. M. wc an¬ 
chored in thirty-nine fathoms water, muddy ground ; 
Point Jackfon being S. E. halfE. three leagues. At 
eight we weighed and made fail. Tuefday, the 6th, at 
eight o’clock A. M. had the Sound open, and worked 
up under the weflern fliore. At ten came to, clofc to 
fome white rocks, in thirty-eight fathoms, and on the 
yth anchored in Ship Cove, in ten fathoms water, and 
moored the beft bower to the N. N. E. In the night 
heard the how ling of dogs, and people hallooing on the 
call fliore. Capt. Furneaux now ordered die large cut¬ 
ter to be manned, and fent her, w ith a proper guard, 
to examine, w hether there were any figns of the Refo- 
lution having arrived at that harbour. The boat re¬ 
turned, without the Icaft difeovery, but that of the 
pofl, ereded by the Endeavour’s people, on the top 
of a hill, with her name and time of her departure in 
1770. Upon this, we inflantly prepared to fend the 
tents afliorc, for the accommodation of thofc w ho W'ere 
alflidcd with the feurvy; w hile fuch w’ho enjoyed health 
were very alert in catching fifli, w hich proved of great 
feiwicc in recovering our lick, to whom frcfli provifions 
were both food and phyfic. 

On Friday, the 9th, three canoes came along-fidc 
the Adventure, having fifteen Indians of both fexes, 
all armed with battle axes, and with other offenfive 
w capons made of hard wood, in the form of our of¬ 
ficers fpontoons, about four feet in length; but they 
had neither bows nor arrows. A kind of mat was 
wrapt round their fliouldcrs, and tied about their 
waifls with a girdle made of grafs. Both men and 
wiomcn exhibited a moll favage appearance, and were 
verv unwilling to venture on board. The Captain 
made them prefents, and by figns invited thcmi to 
trade. They accepted the prefents, and fome of them 
aflumed courage enough to trull themfelvcs on deck. 
One of our gentlemen, feeing fomething wrapt up, 
had the curiofity to examine what it was, when, to his 
great furprizc, he found it to be the head of a man, 
which, by its bleeding, feemed to be frefli cut off. 
As Capt. Cook had exprefled his abhorrence of fuch 
unnatural acls, the Indians w'cre very apprchcnlivc of 
its being forced from them, and the man, to whom it 
belonged, trembled for fear of being puiiiflicd. They 
therefore, with furprizing dexterity, in order to con¬ 
ceal the head, fliifted it from one to another, till it W'as 
conveyed out of fight; endeavouring, at the fame 
time, ^to convince us by figns, that no fuch thing was 
in their poflellion. They then left the fliip, and w ent 
on fliorc, not w'ithout fome viiible figns of difplcafurc. 
In this vilit they often mentioned the name of Tupia, 
and upon being informed he died at-Batavia, fome of 
them with much concern enquired whether wc killed 
him, or if he died a natural death. By thefe quef- 
tions, wc concluded thefc Indians were fome of the 
fame tribe who had vilited the Endeavpur’s company. 
I’hey returned in the afternoon, with fifli and fern 
roots, w hich they bartered for nails, to them the moft 
valuable articles ; but the man and woman w ho had the 
head were not among them. Having a catalogue of 
words in their language, wc called fcvcral things by 
name, at which they feemed much furprizcd, and ol- 
fered a quantity of fifli for the catalogue. On Satur¬ 
day the lOth about eight in the morning, five double 
canoes came along-fide the Adventure, with about 
fifty Indians, at the head of whom was their chief. VVe 
purchafed of them, for nails, and bottles, their imple¬ 
ments of w ar, ftonc hatchets, cloth, &c. upon which 
they fet a high price. Several of their head men came 
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on board, nor would they quit the (hip by fair means ; 
but upon prefenting a nRifquet with a bayonet fixed, 
they quickly took leave of us, feemingly in great good 
humour; and afterwards they vifited us daily, bringing 
with them fifh in abundance, which they exchanged 
for nails, beads and other trifles. They behaved quite 
peaceably, and, having difpofed of their cargoes, de¬ 
parted at all times, feemingly, well pleafed. We now- 
placed a guard on little ilYand, which, at low water, 
is joined to Mortuara, called the Hippah, at which 
place was an old fortified town, that had been aban¬ 
doned by the natives. We took pofTefllon of their 
hoLifes, and by finking a fort within fide, made them 
very comfortable. Here our alfronomer eredted his ©b- 
fervatory ; at the fame time we ftruck our tents on . 
Mortuara ; and having run farther into the cove with 
the (hip, we moored her for the winter, on the weft 
ftiore, and gave her a winter coat to prelerve her hull; 
then after lending afliore the fpars and lumber of the 
decks to be caulked, we pitched our tents near the 
river, at the watering-place. 

On Tuefday, the 11 th of May, feyeral of our crew, 
w'ho were at work on Ihore, very fenfibly felt thelhock 
of an earthquake, from which circumftance we think 
it probable, that there are volcanos in New Zealand, as 
thcTe phtenomena generally go together. On the 12th, 
the w-eather continuing fair, and the Indians friendly, 
the Captain and oflicers were preparing to go alhorc, 
when about nine A. M. no lefs than ten canoes came 
padling down the Sound. We counted one hundred 
and twenty natives all anned. When along-fidc of the 
fhip, they expreffed a defire to be admitted on board; 
but Capt. Furneaux, not liking their looks and gef- 
tures, gave orders, that a few’ only fliould be admitted 
at a time. Thefe behaved fo diforderly that the Tailors 
were obliged to turn them out, and it now appeared 
plainly that the intentions of our vifitors were to make 
themfelves mafters of the fhip: however, finding the 
crew to be upon their guard, they became more civil, 
but not before a great gun was difeharged over their 
heads, which alone intimidated them. Being thus re¬ 
duced to order, the people on board produced feveral 
articles, fuch as beads, fmall clafp knives, fcillkrs, 
cloth, paper, and other trifles, which they bartered 
for battle axes, fpcars, weapons of various forts, fifh- 
hooks, and other curiolities, the manufatfture of the 
country. Being vifibly difiippointed in the execution 
of their grand defign, they took to their canoes, all 
gabbling together in a language, a word of which no 
one on board could underftand : but previous to their 
departure, the captain and officers made prefents to 
thofe among them who appeared to be their chiefs, 
which they accepted with great apparent fatisfadfion. 

Three months were now elapfed fince the Adventure 
loft fight of the Refolution ; but on the 17th Ihe w'as 
feen at Jacklbn Point. We immediately fent out boats 
to her alfiftance, it being calnT, to tow her into the 
Sound. In the evening Ihe anchored about a mile 
without us, and next morning weighed and warped 
w ithin us. The pleafure the Ihips companies felt at 
meeting can only be conceived by thofe who have been 
in like circumftances, each were as eager to relate as 
the others were to hear. Having thus related the pro- 
grefs of the Adventure, we now come to record the 
tranfadfions of both fliips after their jundtion. It were 
little more than a repetition of the Adfventure's diftrclfes 
to recapitulate the efledts of the boifterous weathcT that 
were felt by the crew of the Refolution; being fome- 
times furrounded with iflands of ice. out of which they 
could only extricate themfelves by the utmoft exertion 
of their Ikill in feamanfhip, fometimes involved in 
Iheets of fleet and fnow, and in mifts fo dark, that a 
man on the forecaftle could not be feen from the quar¬ 
ter deck ; fometimes the fea rolling mountains high, 
while the running tackle, made brittle by thefeverity of 
thefroft, was frequently fnapping, and fometimes ren¬ 
dered immoveable.- Amidft the hardfliips of fuch a 
traverfe, there is nothing more aftonifliing, than that 
the crew fiumld continue in perfedt health, fcarce a man 
being fo ill as to be incapable of duty. Nothing can 


redound iborc to the honour of Capt. Cook, than his 
paying particular attention to the prefervation of health 
among his company. By obferving the ftridleft difei- 
pline from the higheft to the loweft, his commands 
were duly obferved, and pundfually executed. When 
the fervicc w-as hard, he tempered the feverity thereof 
by frequently relieving thofe employed in the perform¬ 
ance, and having all hands at command, he was nevei^’ 
under the neceifity of continuing the labour of any ftt 
of men beyond what their ftrength and their fpirits 
could bear. Another ncccflary precaution was, that in 
fine or fettled w^eather, the captain never fuffered any 
of his men to be idle, but conftantly employed the ar¬ 
mourers, the carpenters, the profefled navigators, fore- 
maftmen, &c. in doing fomething each in his own 
way, which, though'not immediately wanted, he knew 
there might be a call for before the voyage was com¬ 
pleted. Having by this means left no Iparc time for 
gaming, quarrelling, or rioting, he kept them in ac¬ 
tion, and punillicd drunkennefs with the utmoft feve- 
rity ; and thus by perfevering in a fteady line of con- 
dudl, he was enabled to keep the fea till reduced to a 
verv fcanty portion of water; .and when he defpaired 
of finding any new- land, and had fully fatisfied himfclf 
of the non-exiftence of any continent in the quarter he 
had traverfed, he direefted his courfe to Charlotte’s 
Sound, the place appointed tor both (hips to rendez¬ 
vous in cafe of feparation, and appeared oft' the fame, 
(as has been already related) on ruefday, the 18th of 
May, 1773, and here we difeovered our confort the 
Adventure, by the iignals (he made to us, an event every 
one in both ihips felt w ith inexpreffible fatisfaClion. 

The next morning after our arrival, being VVednef- 
day, the 19th, Capt. Cook went oft' in the boat, at 
day-break, to gather feurvy grafs, celery, and other 
vegetables. At breakfaft time he returned wuth a boat 
lo.^J, enough for the crews of both ihips; and know¬ 
ing their falutary efficacy in removing fcorbutic com¬ 
plaints, he ordered that they Ihould be boiled with 
wheat and portable broth, every morning for breakfaft, 
and w'ith peafe and broth for dinner, and thus drelfcd 
they are extremely beneficial. It w^as now the Cap¬ 
tain s intention to vilit Van Diemen’s land, in order to 
determine w hether it made a part of New^ Holland; 
but as Capt. Furneaux had cleared up this point, it was 
rcfolved to continue our rcfearches to the eaft between 
the latitudes of 41 deg. and 46 deg. In confequence 
of this determination Capt. Cook ordered out his men 
to aftift the crew of the Adventure in preparing her 
for fea. He was induced more efpecially to this, be- 
caufe he knew n-frelhments were to be procured at the 
Society Ifles. On the 20th, we vifited the fortificati¬ 
ons of the natives where the obfervatory was fixed. It 
is only accelfible in one place, and there by a narrow, 
difficult path, being fituated on a fteep rock. The 
huts of the natives ftood promifcuoufly within an in- 
clofure of pallifadoes; they confifted only of a roof, 
and had no walls. Perhaps thefe are only occafional 
abodes, when the Indians find themfelves in any dan¬ 
ger. Capt. Furneaux had planted before our arrival, a 
great quantity of garden feeds, w hich grew very w'ell, 
and produced plenty of fallad and European greens. 
I'his day Capt. Cook fent on Ihore, to the watering- 
place, near the Adventure’s tent, the only ewe and ram 
remaining of thofe we brought from the Cape of Good 
Hope. On the 21ft we went over to Long I Hand, 
which confifts of one long ridge, the top nearly level, 
and the fides fteep. Here w'e found various kinds of 
ftonc, and fowed different kinds of garden feeds upon 
fome fpots which we cleared for that purpofe. On 
Saturday, the 22d, wc found the cw'e and i*am dead, 
whofc death we fuppofed to have been occafioned by 
fome poifonous plants. About noon w^e were vifited by 
two fmall canoes in which were five men. They dined 
with us, and it was not a little they devoured. In the 
evening they were difmilfed with prefents. They re- 
fcmbled the people of Dulky Bay, but were much more 
familiar, and did not appear concerned at feeing us, 
which was probably owing to their having before vifited 
the crew of the .Adventure. Some of our crew made 
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ufe of their canoes to fet theinfclvcs alhorc, on which 
they complained to the Captain; and, upon their ca¬ 
noes being rcllored, they feemed highly delighted. 

On Monday the 24th, early in the morning, Mr. 
Gilbert, the mailer, was difpatchcd to found about the 
rock we had difeovered in the entrance of tlje found; 
at the fame time Capt. Cook, accompanied by Capt. 
Furncaux and Mr. Forfter, fet olf in a boat to the m eft 
bay on a Ihooting party. They met a large canoe, 
in which were 14 or 15 people; and the firfl: queftion 
they alkcd was concerning the welfare of Tupia. Bc- 
ino- told he was dead, they exprefled fome concern. 
The fame enquiry, as has been obferved, was made of 
Capt. Furneaux when he firfl; arrived, and on our 
getting aboard in the evening, we were informed, that 
fome Indians in a canoe, who were ftrangers to our 
eople, had alfo enquired for Tupia. Mr. Gilbert 
aving founded all round the rock, which he found to 
be very fmall and deep, returned late in the evening. 
This day the Refolution received another vifit from a 
family who came with no other intent than partaking 
of our food, and to get fome of our iron work. We 
wanted to know their names, but it was a long time 
before w e could make them underfland us. At lad we 
found that the oldetl was called Towahanga, and the 
others Kotugha-a, Koghoaa, Khoaa, Kollakh, and Tau- 
puaperua. The lad was a boy about twelve years of 
age, very lively and intelligent. Fie dined with us, eat 
voracioufly, and was very fond of the crud of a pie 
made of wild fowl. He did not much relifli Madeira 
w ine which the captain gave him, but was very fond of 
fame fwcet Cape wine, which elevated his fpirits and 
his tongue was perpetually going. Fie very much 
wanted the captain's boat cloak, and feemed much 
hurt at a rcfufal. An empty bottle and a table-cloth 
being alfo denied him, he grew’ exceeding angry, and 
at length wasfo fullcn, that he would not fpeaka word. 
On Saturday the 29tli indant, a great number of natives 
furrounded us with canoes, who brought goods to ex¬ 
change, for which they got good returns, owing to the 
cagernefs with which our failors outbid each other, all 
of them being dedrous of having fome of the produc¬ 
tions of this country. Among thefe Indians we faw 
many women whofe lips were of a blackilli hue, and 
their checks were painted with a lively red. They had 
large knees, and flender bandy legs, owing to want of 
cxcrcife, and fitting in their canoes crofs legged. 
Thefe ladies were very agreeable to our crews, who had 
no opportunity of indulging an intcrcourfe with other 
women dnee our departure from England; and they 
foon found out, that chaftity was n t a diflinguifhing 
part ot their charadlcr. Their confent was eafily pur- 
chafed; a fpike nail, or an old fliirt, was a fufficient 
bribe: the lady was then left to make her man happy, 
and to exad from him another prefent for hcrfclf. We 
mufl obferve to the credit of fome of thefe women, and 
to the diferedit of their men, that feveral of the former 
fubinittcd to this proftitution with much feeming re- 
ludancc ; and they werefometimes terrified into a com¬ 
pliance by the authority and even menaces of the 
men. The New Zealanders encouraged by the gain of 
this difgraceful commerce, went through both the fliips, 
offering their daughters and fifters to the promifeuous 
embraces of every one for iron, tools, &c. but the mar- 
ned women w^orc not obliged to carry on this infamous 
of traffic. Indeed it feems to be an effablifhed 
cuflom in New Zealand for a girl to beftow her favour 
on a number of men, without the leafl: infringement on 
; but after marriage, the Itricleli conjugal 
hdclity is expeded from her. Sketches of the mofl: 
cnaraderillic of their faces were taken by our draughtf- 
mcn. Several of the old men in particular, had very 
countenances; and fome of the young ones 
ooKcd very favage, owing to their bufliy hair hanging 
over tlieir faces. Their drefs is like what is exadly 
V-cnbed in our copper-plates for this w'ork. In the 
evening they all went on fliorc, and eredted temporary 
ots oppofitc to the fliips. Flere they made fires, and 
pmpared their fuppers, which confifled of frefh fifli, 
^h they caught with great dexterity. One of thefe 


Indians Capt. Cook took over to Mortuara, and fhewed 
him fome potatoes, in a thriving condition, which 
were planted by Mr. Fannen, mafler ofthd Adventure. 
.The man was fo w'ell plcafed with them, that of liis 
own accord, he began to hoc up the earth round the 
plants. He was then condudlcd to other plantations 
of turnips, carrots, and parfnips, of which it was eafy 
to give them an idea, by comparing them with fuch 
roots as they were well acquainted with. We mufl: 
further remark of thefe people, that not any of our me¬ 
thods of fifliing arc equal to theirs. 

On the 30th inflant, we w^ent over to Long Ifland, 
to colledl fome hay which the crews had made, and to 
bring fome vegetables on board. In this trip w'e found 
feveral new plants, and fliot fome fmall birds, which 
we had not feen before. In the afternoon, leave was 
given to fome of our failors to go on Ihore, where - 
they again purchafed the embraces of the w'omcn. 
Thefefellows mufl: have been very keen indeed, or 
they would have been difgufled wuch the uncleanlinefs 
of their doxies, all of whom had a difagreeablc fmell, 
which might be feented at a conliderable diftance; 
and their clothes as well as hair fwarmed with vermin 
to a very great degree; which they occafionally cracked 
between their teeth. It is furprizing how men, who 
had received a civilized education, could gratify the 
animal appetite with fuch loathfome creatures. While 
this party were on (bore, a young woman on board dole 
one of our feamen’s jackets, and gave it a young man 
of her own tribe; upon the failor’s taking it from the 
Indian, he received feveral blows on the face by the 
young fellow's fill. At firfl: the failor took this as in 
joke, but upon perceiving the alfailant to be in carneft, 
he gave him a hearty Englilb drubbing, and made him 
cry out for quarters. At this time Capt. Cook con¬ 
tinued his employment of fowling, in different fpots 
cleared for the purpofe, all forts of vegetables that he 
thought would grow in this country, fuch as potatoes, 
beans, peas, corn, &c. 

On Tuefday the ill of June, we were vifited by fe¬ 
veral natives whom we had not feen before, and who 
brought with them fundry new articles of commerce; 
among thefe w'cre dogs, fome of w hich wc purchafed. 

Of thefe people we faw a few oddly marked in their 
faces, by fpiral lines deeply cut in them. Such kind 
of marks were very regular in the face of a middle-aged 
man, named Tringho Waya, who appeared to be a 
perfon of note, and to have authority over his brethren. 
This company feemed to underlland perfeiffly well how 
to traffic, and did not like we fliould make hard bar¬ 
gains. Some of them entertained us with a dance on 
the quarter deck, previous to which they parted with 
their upper garments, and flood in a row. Theyfung 
afong, and its chorus all together, making during the 
performance many frantic geftures. Mufle accom¬ 
panied this fong and dance, but is was not very 
harmonious. 

On Wednefday the 2d, we fet afliorc on the eafl-fide 
of the found a male and a female goat. The latter, 
which was more than a year old, had two fine kid.s, 
that were killed by the cold fome time before we arrived 
inDufky Bay. Capt. Furncaux likewife put on fliorc, 
in Cannibal Cove, a boar and two breeding fows, which 
were left to range in the woods at plcafure. Should 
they remain unmolcflcd by the natives till they become 
wild, they will then be in no danger, and in time this 
country may be flocked with thefe ufeful animals. In 
an excurfion made this day by fome of our people to 
the eaft, they met with the largcfl feal they had ever 
feen, 'They difeovered it fwimming on the furface of 
the water, and got near enough to fire at it, but without 
effed:; and after purfuing it near an hour, they were 
obliged to give over the chafe. By the lize of tiv’s 
animal, it probably was a fea-lioncfs ; Capt. Cook was 
of this opinion from having feen a fca-lion v hen he 
entered this found, in his former vopgc ; and he 
thought thefe creatures had their abode in fome of the 
rocks, that lie oil* Admimlty Bay, and in the flrair. 

On the 3d, fome boats were fent to Long Ifland, to 
bring away the remainder of the hay, and our carpenter 
2 L went 
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went over to the ead-fiJe of the found, to cut down 
fome fpars, which were much wanted. On their re¬ 
turn, one of the boats was chafed by a large double 
canoe, containing above fifty men. Prudence dictated 
to effeeb an efcape by failing, for though the Indians 
ynight have na hoftile intentions, yet this was a necef- 
fary caution. 

Friday the 4th of June, being his Majefty’s birth¬ 
day, we hoifted our colours, and prepared to celebrate 
the day with the ufual feftivities. Eirly in the morn¬ 
ing our friends brought us a large fupply offifh. One 
of them promifed to accompany us in our voyage, but 
afterwards altered his mind, as vlid alfo fome others 
who had made a like promife to the people of the Ad¬ 
venture. It was very common for thefe people to 
bring their children with them, not with the unnatural 
intention of felling them, a-s was reported, but in cx- 
pedation that we would make them prefents. A man 
brought hisfon, a boy about ten years of age, and pre- 
fented him to Capt. Cook, who thought at firfl: he 
wanted to fell him: but w'e foon found the defire of the 
father was inclined only towards a white Ihirt, which 
was given to his fonu The boy was fo highly delighted 
with his new garment, that he went all over the Ihip, 
prefenting himfelf before every one who came in his 
way. This freedom, or perhaps the colour of his drefs, 
or the boy’s antic gef^urcs, oliended old Will, the ram 
goat, who by a fudden butt knocked him backwards 
on the deck. The fliirt was dirtied ; the misfortune 
feemed irreparable to the boy, who feared to appear 
before his father in thecabbin, until brought in by Mr. 
Forfter ; when he told a very lamentable (lory againfl 
Gourcy, the great dog (for fo they called all the quad¬ 
rupeds we bad aboard) nor would he be reconciled till 
Ills fnirt whs wafhed and dried. From this trifling 
flory may be feqji how liable we are to miflake thefe 
peoples meaning, and to aferibe to them cuftomsthey 
are utter ftrangers to. This day a large double canoe 
approached, well manned: it came within mufket fliot, 
and contained aJiotit thirty men. Our friends on board 
told us they were enemies very earncllly. Among 
thefe new vifitors, one flood at the head of the canoe, 
and another at the flern, while the reft kept their feats. 
One of them held a green bough, the NVw Zealand 
flag in his hand, and fpokc a few words. The other 
made a long harangue, in folemn and well articulated 
Ibunds. Being invited aboard, he at lafl ventured, 
and was followed foon by the red, eagerly traded 
with us^. They dirccdly faluted* the natives on board, by 
an application of their nofes, and paid the fame compli¬ 
ment to the gentlemen on thequaiter-dcck. The chief’s 
name was Teiratu. They all enquired for Tupia, and 
were much concerned at hearing of his death. Thefe 
people were taller than any we had hitherto feen in 
New Zealand, and theix drefs and ornaments befpoke 
them fuperior to. the- inhabitants of Queen Charlotte’s 
Sound. Their toofe were made with great attention, 
and were elegantly carved ; we obtained a few of thefe, 
and alfo fome mufical indruments from them. They 
made but a diort day, and, embarking, they all went 
over to Mortuara, where, by the help pf bur glades, Ave 
difeovered four or five canoes, and feveral people on the 
fhorc. About noon Caj t. Cook, accompanied by feveml - 
other gentlemen followed them, and w'ere received wnth 
cvciy mark of fricpdfliip. The captain didributed 
feveral prefents, among which were a great number of 
brafs medals inferibed w-ith the king’s title on one fide, 
and the Ihip which undertook this voyage on the other. 
Teiratu appeared to be the chief among thefe people, 
by the great degree of refpc( 5 l paid him. Capt. Gook 
conduced Teiratu to the garden.he had planted, and 
obtained a promife from him that he would not ftiffcr 
ic to bededroyed. 

Early in. the morning of the 7th of June, we failed 
from this place in company with the Adventure, but 
had frequent hindrances from contrary winds. On the 
twcnty-fecond of July we were in lat. 32 deg. 30 min. 

1 33 40 rnin. W. And now' the w’cathcr was 

fo warm, that w.c were obliged to put on.lighter cloaths. 
We did not fee a iingle bird this day, which wtis 
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rather remarkable, as not one day had hitherto pafled 
fince we left the land without feeing feveral. Capt. 
Cook having heard that the crew of the Adventure 
w'cre fickly, w'cnt on board the 29th of July, w hen he 
found the cook dead, and 20 men ill with the fciirvy 
and flux. Only three men w’ere on the fick lid on 
board the Refolution, Avhich was certainly owing to the 
captain’s abfolutcly enforcing the eating celery and 
feurvy-grafs with the food, though at fird the crew did 
not like it. 

All hopes of difeovering a continent now vanifiied* 
as we had got to the northward of Capt. Carteret’s 
ti*ad:s, and we only expcdlcd to fee illands till our 
return to the S. Every circumdance confidcred, we 
were induced to believe that there is no Southern Con¬ 
tinent between New Zealand and Aincrica; it is very 
certain that tliis paflage did not produce any fure figns 
of one. 

On the 6th pf Augud, Capt. Furneaux came on 
board the Refolution to dinner, and reported, that hi.s 
people were much better, that the flux had quite left 
them, and that the feurvy was at a dand. The 
fcorbutic people had been well fupplied with cyder, 
which in a great mcafure contributed to this happy 
change. Land appeared to the fouth on the eleventh 
indant at day break, which w^e judged to be one of 
thofe iHands difeovered by Monf. Bougainville. We 
called it Refolution Ifland, it lies in the latitude of 17 
deg, 24 min. longitude 141 deg. 39 min. W. We 
did not day to examine it, as it did not appear large 
enough to fupply our wants ; wc therefore determined 
to make the bed of our Avay to Otaheite, Avhere we 
were fure of a plentiful fupply of rcfrcfliments. In 
the evening wefaw land again, which in all probability 
was another of Monf. Bougainville’s difeoveri^s. This 
wc called Doubtful Ifland. On the morning of the 
12th indant at day-break, wc difeovered land at about 
two miles ahead of us, fo that we were advifed of our' 
dangerbut jud in time. This w'as another fmall half 
drowned ifland. The fca broke againd it in a dread¬ 
ful furf. This ifland is in latitude 17 deg. 5 min-, 
longitude 143 deg. t 6 min. W. We called it Fur- 
ncaux Ifland. On the 17th, w'e law another of thefe 
iflands in latitude 17 deg. 4 min. longitude 144 deg. 
30 min. W. It is with very great propriety that 
Monf. Bougainville calls thefe low overflow'ed iflands 
the Dangerous Archipelago. We were under the ncccf- 
lity of proceeding with the utmod caution, cfpecially 
in the night, as wc were fiirrounded by them, which 
the fmoothnefs of the Tea fufficicntly indicated. On 
the T4th, we found ourfelves clear of thefe iflands, and 
deered our courfe for Otaheite. Wc faw Ofuaburg 
Ifland (which was difeovered by Capt. Wallis) on the 
15th, at five in the morning, and acquainted Capt. 
Furneaux that it was our intention to put into Oati- 
piha Bay, near the fouth end of Otaheite, and get what 
refrcflimcnts wc could in that part of the ifland, before 
we went to Matavai. 

On the 18th, wc were within a league of the reef. 
On account of the breeze failing us, wc hoided out 
our boats to tow the fliips off, but they could not keep 
us from being carried too near the reef. Many in¬ 
habitants came on board from diifercht parts, who 
brought fruits, &c. to exchange ; they mod of thent 
knew' Capt. Cook again, and enquired for Mr. Bank?, 
and others, but none of them afked for Tupia. Our 
fituation became dill more dangerous as the calm con¬ 
tinued. On fending to examine the wedern point of 
the reef, in order to get round that way into the bay, 
we found that there was not fufficient depth of water. 
Both Ihips were carried with great impetuofity towards, 
the reef, a-nd all the horrors of diipw'rcck now dared us 
in the face. The breakers Avcrc not two cables lengtfi 
from us, and we could find no bottom to anchor. The 
Refolution came at three fathoms w-ater, and druck ar 
every fall of the fea*, but the Adventure brought up. 
under our. bow^ without driking. The dreadfgl fijrt 
which broke under ourdcrn threatened our fliipwrcck 
every moment. At Icftgth we found ground a little 
without the bafoDa got the dnp afloat by cutting 
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fiwAV the bower anchor, and the tide ceafed to act in the 
fame dire<ilion. We happily towed ofFthc Rcfoliition, 
and all the boats were ordered to aflill the Adventure. 
*Wc happily got once more fafe at Tea, after narrowly 
^leaping fhipwrcck. A number of the natives were on 
board the fhips while we were in this perilous ficuation, 
but Vcrc totally infenfiblc of any danger, even w'hile 
we were Ariking, and when they parted with us they 
feemed quite unconcerned. Wc anchored inOati-piha 
Bay, very near the fliorc, and were vifitcd by a great 
number of the natives, w^ho brought roots, fruit, ficc. 
Prefents were made to their chiefs of fliirts, axes, and 
other articles, in return for which they prolnifcd hogs, 
fowls, &c. but wc believe they never intended to keep 
their promife. In the afternoon, Captains Cook and 
Furncaux landed to found the difpofition of the natives, 
and CO view the watering-place. The natives behaved 
with great civility, and we had a very convenient 
fupply of water. 

We recovered the Refolution’s bower anchor, which 
wc were obliged to leave; but the Adventure loft three 
in tlic time of our extremity, w hich were never recover¬ 
ed. c were ftill fupplied with fruit and roots, but 
not in large quantities. A party of men were trading 
on jliorc, under the protection of a guard. Wc could 
not get any hogs from the narives, though plenty were 
laid to be feen about their halDitations, they all faid they 
•belonged to Waheatow, their chief, whom wc had not 
fecn.- A miin who pretended to be a chief came on 
board with ftveral of his friends, to whom prefents 
were n^adc, bur he was dctcdled in handing fcvei'al 
things over the quarter gallery; and as complaints of 
the fame nature were alledged againft thofe on the 
deck, the captain took the liberty to turn them all 
out of the ftiip. I'hc captain was fo cxafpcraccd at 
the conduct ot the pretended chief, that he fired tw o 
mufqiiets over his head, which terrified him fo much, 
that he quitted his canoe and took to the water. On 
fending a boat to take up the canoe, the people from 
the fliorc pelted the boat with ftoncs. I’lie captain 
went himfelf in another boat to protect her, he likewifc 
ordered a cannon loaded with ball to be fired along 
the coaft, which terrified them fufficicntly, and he 
brought away the canoes without any oppolition. 
They foon became friends again, and the canoes were 
retunicd. T. wo or three people began to enquire after 
Fupia, but they w'crc foon fatisfied when they heard the 
caufc of his death. Several people alkcd for Mr. 
Banks, and other people who were at Otaheitc with 
Cape. Cook before. Wc were informed by thefe peo¬ 
ple, that there had been a battle fought between, the 
two kingdoms, that Toaraha, the regent of the greater 
pcninfula, was flain, and that Otoo reigned in his ftcad. 
In this battle Tubourai, I’amaidc, and fcvcral of our 
- olt^ricnds fell. \ peace was now. fully eftablifhed. 

On the 19th, the two commanders made an excur- 
hon along the coaft, and were entertained by a chief 
(whom they met) with fomc excellent fifti, &:c. to 
''horn in return they made fcvcral prefents. On the 
20th, one of the natives ftolc a gun from the people on 
Inore. Some of the natives piirfued him of rhcir own 
accord, wbo knocked him down and brought back the 
muiquet. Wc imagine that fear operated more with 
tnaii in this-bufinefs than any other motive. On the 
a chief came to vifit us' who brought in a pre- 
1 " kich proved to be fome cocoa-nuts that 

we had drawn the water from and throw n overboard. 

c h.id fo arttully tied them up, thatw'C did not foon 
i coyer the deceit. Me did not betray the leaft 
emotion when we told him of it, and opened two or 
irce or them himfelf, as if he knew nothing of the 
niattcr; he then pretended to be fatisfied that it w'as 
ea ) io, and went on fliorc, from w hence he fent fomc 
ananocs and plantains. We were informed that 
win come into the neighbourhood, and 

Ice Capt. Cook, who accordingly went in 
C«ipt. ['urncaux and fome gentlemen: 
miU hhew’ife attended by fome natives. About a 
Ijinding place they met the chief, ad- 
gto meet them with a numerous train. ,^Tcn 


the prince perceived the cortipany, he halted. Me 
knew Capt. Cook very well, as they had fecn each other 
fevcral times in 1769. He went at that time by the 
name of Tcracc, and took his father's name at his death. 
Wc found him fitting on a ftool j and as foon as the 
ufual falutation was over, he feated Capt. Cook on 
the fame ftool with himfelf; the reft fat on the ground. 
Me enquired after fcvcral who had been on theVormef 
voyage, and feemed forry when wc told him we muft 
fail the next day, oftcring the captain that if he would 
flay he fliould have hogs in plenty. Capt. Cook made 
him many prefents, and ftaid with him the whole 
rnorning. This party returned on board of fhip to 
dinner, and made this chief another vifit in the after¬ 
noon, made him more prefents, and he gave us two 
hogs. At the diftcrent trading places fome ethers 
W'crc got, fo that a meal’s frcfti pork ferved for the crew s 
of both fliips. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we put to fea, and 
were accompanied by fcvcral canoes, whd brought 
cargoes of fruit for falc; neither did they return till 
they had difpofed of them. The fick people on boaid 
the Adventure got much relief from thefe fruits. We 
left a lieutenant on fhore, in order to bring fomc hogs, 
which they promifed to fend by him. He returned 
on the 25th, and brought eight pigs v.'ith him. Wc 
arrived at Matavai Bay in the evening of the 25 th, and 
our decks were crowded with natives before wc could 
get to anchor, almoft all of them were acquainted with 
Capt. Cook. Otoo their king and a great crowd were 
got together on the ftiorc. Capt. Cook was going on 
Ihorc to pay him a vifit, but was told that he w as gone 
to .Opa!*ec in a fright; which feemed very extraordinary 
to the captain, as all others were much pleafcd to fee 
him. Maritata, a chief, was on board, and advifed the 
captain to defer his vifit till next morning. The cap¬ 
tain fet out on the 26th forOparce, after having given 
diredions to fetch tents for the reception of the fick, 
Capt. 1 'urncaux, Maritata and his wife, and fome 
others, went with the captain. They were conducted 
to Otoo as foon as they were landed, w ho fat on the 
ground under a ftiady tree, w ith a great number of 
people around him. Capt. Cook made him fcvcral 
prefents, after the ufual compliments had pafled, being 
very w'cll perfuaded that it was much to his intcreft to 
eftabliih a fricndlhip with this man. His attendants 
alfo had prefents made to them, they offered cloth in 
return, which w^as refufed, being told that what was 
given w^as merely out of frienftlhip. Otoo cnq'uired for 
all the gentlemen who had been there before, as well as 
forTupia, and promifed to fend fomc hogs on board, 
but was very backward in faying he would come on 
board himfelf, being, as he faid, much afraid of the 
great guns. He was certainly the moft timid prince, 
as all his adions demonffrated. He was a perlonable 
w'ell made man, fix feet high, and about thirty years 
of age. His father and all his fiibjeds were uncovered 
before him, that is, their heads‘and Ihouldcrs were 
made bare. 

On the 27th, the king Otoo came to pay us a vifit, 
attended by a numerous train; he fent before him two 
large fifti, a hog, fomc fruits, and a large quantity of 
cloth. After much pcrfuafion he came on board him¬ 
felf, accompanied by hisfifters, a younger brother, &c. 
with many attendants, w ho all received prefents ; and 
when they had breakfafted, carried them home to 
Oparcc. Upon landing, an old lady, the mother of 
Toutaha, met Capt. Cook, feized him by both hands, 
and, weeping bitterly, told him that her fon and his 
friend Toutaha were dead. Had not the king taken 
her from Capt. Cook, he muft have joined her lamcnta- 
'tions. It waswu'th a good deal of diflicuky that the 
captain prevailed on the king to let him fee her again, 
when he made her fomc prefents. Gipt. Furncaux 
gave the king a male and female goat, which we hope 
wull multiply. A lieutenant was fent to Attahourou on 
the 28th, to purchafe hogs. The king, with his fifter 
and fomc attendants, paid us another vifit foon after 
fun-rife, and brought with them a hog, fome fruit, and 
fomc more cloth. They likewife went on board the 
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Adventure, and made Capt. Furneaux the fame pre- 
fents. Scx)n after they returned, and brought Capt. 
Furneaux with them. Capt. Cook made them 
a good return for the prefents they brought, and 
drelTed out the king's fifter to the greateft advantage. 
The king was carried again to Oparee, when his Ota- 
heitanmajefly thought proper to depart, and was en¬ 
tertained as he went with bagpipes and the feamen 
dancing. Some of his people danced alfo in imita¬ 
tion of the feamen, and perfomicd their parts tole¬ 
rably well. Toutaha’s mother again prefentcd herfelf 
to Capt. Cook; but could not look upon him without 
flicdding many tears. The next day the king promifed 
to vifit us again, but faid wemuft firfl: wait upon him. 
The lieutenant whom we fent for hogs returned only 
with a promife of having fome, if he would go back in 
a few days. 

On the tu'cnty-ninth the commanders took a trip to 
Oparee, early in the morning, attended by fome of¬ 
ficers and gentlemen, and made the king fuch prefents 
as he had not before fccn. One of them was a broad 
fword ; at the fight of which he was very much inti¬ 
midated, and deiired it might be taken out of his fight. 
With a vaft deal of argument he was prevailed upon to 
fufter it to be put on his fide, where it remained a very 
fliort time. We received an invitation to the theatre, 
where we were entertained with a dramatic piece, con¬ 
fiding of comedy and dance. The fubject we could 
not well find out; though we heard frequent mention 
of Capt. Cook’s name during the performance. The 
performers were one woman, w'hich was no lefs a per- 
fonage than the king's fifter, and five men, and their 
mufic confided of only three drums. The whole en¬ 
tertainment w'as well condudled, and laded about two 
hours. When this diveriion was over, the king de- 
fired us to depart, and loaded us with fruit and filh. 
The king fent more fruit and filh the next morning. 

In the evening of the thirtieth we were alarmed 
with the cry of murder from the diore. A boat w^as 
immediately armed, and fent on fhore, to bring off 
any of our people who might be found there without 
orders, and to difeover the occafionof thediftiirbancc. 
The boar foon returned, with a feaman and three ma¬ 
rines ; others were taken, who belonged to the Adven¬ 
ture, and even put under clofe confinement till the 
morning, wiien they were fevercly puniflied accord- 
to their demerits. The people would not confefs any 
thing, and it did not appear that any material injury 
had been done. The difturbance might be occafioned 
by the fellows making too free w ith the w^omen : not- 
w ithdandingthis, the alarm was fo great, that the na¬ 
tives fled from their habitations in the night; and the 
inhabitants of the whole coaft were terrified. The 
king himfelf had fled a great way from the place of his 
abode; and when Capt. Cook faw him, he complained 
to him of the difturbance. Capt. Cook prefented the 
king with three Cape fiicep, as it was hi? lad vifit. 
With this prefent he was very well pleafed, though he 
had not much reafon to be fo, as they were all wea¬ 
thers ; this he was made acquainted with. The king’s 
fears were now diflipated, and he prefented us with 
three hogs, one of which was very fmall, which w^e 
took notice of. Soon after a perfon came to the king, 
and feemed to fpeak very peremptorily about the hogs, 
and we thought he w\as angry with him for giving us 
fo ntanv, and more fo when he took the little pig away 
with him; but we w^ere much midaken, for fooh after 
we w;erc gone, another hog w’as brought to us, larger 
%han the other two. The king feemed much affeded 
when Capt. Cook told him he fliould leave the ifland 
the next day. They embraced each other feveral times, 
and departed. 

On the fil'd of September w'c determined to depart, 
as'thc fick were nearly recovered, the necelfary repairs 
of tho Ihip were coiripletcd, and plenty of water pro¬ 
vided. Mod of the day was employed in unm.ooring 
the fliips; and in the afternoon the lieutenant returned, 
who had been font for the hogs promifed. With him 
came Pottatou (the chief of the diftrid of Attahou- 
nou), with his wife, to pay Capt. Cook a vifit, and 
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made him a prefent of two hogs and fome filh. The 
lieutenant got likewife two more hogs. As the w'ind 
was wederly, we w-ere obliged to difmifs our friends 
fooncr than they wifhed ; but they were very well fatis-«» 
fled with the reception they met with. A young man, 
named Porco, came on board fome hours before \vc got 
under fail, and defired to go with us, to which wc 
confented ; and at the fame time he afkcd for an axe and 
a fpike nail for his father, who came with him on board. 
They were accordingly given him, and they paited 
with great indifference, which feemed to indicate that 
they had deceived us, and no fuch confanguinity fub- 
fifted. Prcfently a canoe, conduced by two men, 
came along-fidc, and demanded Porco in the name of 
Otoo. Wc informed them that we would part with him 
if they would return the hatchet and fpike nail, but they 
faid they were afliore; fo the young gentleman failed 
along with us, though he w ept w'hen he liiw the land at 
our deni. On the fccond wc ftcered our courfe for 
the ifland of Huaheine, and the Refolutioit anchored 
in twenty-four fathoms water on the third inftant, but 
the Adventure got afliore on the north fide of the chan¬ 
nel, but fhe was happily got od" again without receiv¬ 
ing any damage. The natives received us with the ut- 
mod cordiality, feveral of whom came on board be¬ 
fore our commanders went on fliore. Some prefents 
were didributed amongft them, which w'ere gratefully 
returned by a plentiful fupply of hogs, fruit, &c. Here 
we had a fine profpedl of being plentifully fupplied 
with frefh pork and fowls, w hich was to us very plea- 
flng. Two trading parties were fent afliore on the 
fourth indant, which w'crc very well conducted. Capt. 
Cook was informed that Orec was dill alive, and waited 
to fee him. The commanders, with Mr. Forder, w ent 
to the place appointed for the interview, accompanied 
by one of the natives. The boat was landed before the 
chiefs houfe, and we were deflred to remain in it till 
the neceflary ceremony w^as gone through. There ftood 
clofe to the fliore live young plantain trees, w'hich arc 
their emblems of peace: thefe were, w'ith fome cere-* 
mony, brought on board feparately. The firft three 
w-ere each accompanied by a young pig, whofe ears 
were ornamented with cocoa-nut fibres; the fourth 
plantain tree was accompanied by a dog. All thefe 
had particular names and meanings, which we could 
not underftand. The chief had carefully preferved a 
piece of pewter, with an infeription on it, which Capt. 
Cook had prefented him W'ith in 1769, together with a 
piece of counterfeit Englilh coin, w'hich, with a few 
beads, were all in the fame bag the captain made for 
them; thefe the chief fent on board. This part of the 
ceremony being over, w^e were defired by our guide to 
decorate three young plantain trees with nails, looking- 
glafles, beads, medals. See, With thefe in our hands 
we landed, and w ere condutded through the multitude. 
Wc were dire(ded to fit down a few paces before the 
chief, and the plantains were laid one by one before him- 
We were told that one was for God, another for the 
king, and the third for friendfhip. This being done, 
the king came to Capt. Cook, fell on his neck, and 
kifled him. A great effufion of tears fell down the ve¬ 
nerable checks of this old man; and if ever tears fpokc 
the language of the heart, fiirely thefe did. Prefents 
were made to all his attendants and friends. Capt. 
Cook regarded him as a father, and therefore prefented 
him with the moft valuable articles he had. He gave 
the captain a hog, and a good deal of cloth, wdth the 
promife that all his wants fliould be fupplied. Soon 
after wc returned on board, fourteen hogs were fent us, 
with fowls and fruit in abundance. In the morning of 
the fifth inftant we were vifltcd by this good old man, 
who brought a hog and fome fruit; indeed he fent the 
captain every day ready drefled fruit and roots in great 
plenty. This morning the lieutenant w ent on fliore in 
fearch of more hogs, and returned in the evening w ith 
twenty-eight, and about feventy more w ere purchafed 
on fliore. 

On Monday the fixth of September the trading 
party went on fliore as ufual; it only confided of three 
people. Capt. Cook w ent on fliore after breakfafl, and 

learnt 
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learnt that one of the inhabitants had been very infolent 
and troiiblcfomc. This man was (liewn to the captain, 
equipped in his war habit, and he had a club in each 
hand. The captain took thefe from him, as he per¬ 
ceived him bent on mifehief, broke them before his 
face aiul obliged him to retire. 'I'he captain being 
informed that this man was a chief, became a little 
fufpicious of him, and font for a guard. About this 
time a gentleman had gone out botanizing alone; two 
men afTaultcd him, and (tripped him of every thing but 
his trowfers; luckily they did him no harm, though they 
(truck him feveral times with hii own hanger. I'hcy 
made off when they had done this, and another of the 
natives brought a piece of cloth to cover him. Itiis 
gentleman prcfently appeared at the trading place, 
where a number of the natives were alTembled, who all 
fled at feeing him. Capt. Cook perfuaded fome of 
them to return, afTuring chem that none iliould fuffer 
who were innocent. When the king heard this com¬ 
plaint, he and his companions wept bitterly; and as 
foon as his grief was alfwaged, he made along harangue 
to the people, telling them the bafenefs of fuch adlions, 
when the captain and his crew had always behaved fo 
well to them. He then took a particular account of 
the things the gentleman had loft, and promifed they 
iliould be returned, if it was in his powder to find them. 
After this he deftred Capt. Cook to follow him to the 
boar, but the people being apprchenftvc of his fafety, 
ufed every argument to dinuade him from it. It is 
impoftiblc to deferibe the grief they exprelTcd in the 
intrcatics they ufed ; every face w'as bedew'cd w irh 
tears, and every mouth was filled with the moll dif- 
fuafive arguments. Orce was deaf to them all, and 
inlifted on going with the captain; when they both 
were in the boat, he deftred it might be put oif. 'fhe 
only perfon who did not oppofe his going, was his 
filler, and (lie (hewed a magnanimity of fpirit equal 
to her brother. We proceeded in fcarch of the rob- 
j^ers, as far as it was convenient by w-atcr, and then 
'landed. The chief led the w ay, travelled feveral miles, 
and enquired after them of all he faw. We then 
went into a cottage, and had fomc refrefhment. I'hc 
king wanted to proceed farther, and was with great 
difficulty dilTuadcd from it by Capt. Cook. When wc 
returned to the boat, \vq were met by the king’s filler, 
who had travelled over land to that place, accom¬ 
panied by feveral other perfons. The king infilled 
on going into the boat with us, as well as his filler. 
Wc returned to the (hip, and the king made a very 
hearty dinner; though his fiftcr, according to cuflom, 
ate nothing. We made them fuitable prelents for the 
confidence they had placed in us, and fet them aftiore 
amidft the acclamation? of multitudes. Peace was 
now perfeiftly re-cftabli(hed, provilions poured in from 
all quarters, the gentleman’s hanger and coat were 
returned, and thus ended thefe troublcfome tranfac- 
tions. 

Wc went to take our leave of Orec while the (hips 
wxre unmooring, and prefented him wdth things both 
Valuable and ufeful. We left him a copper-plate, 
with this infeription. " Anchored here, his Britannic 
Majclly’s (hips Refolution and Adventure, September 
^ 773 **’ After we had traded for fuch things as we 
wanted, wc took our leave, which w^as a very allcc- 
tionate one. On returning to the (hips, they were 
crouded, as on our arrival, w'ith canoes filled with hogs, 
fowls, &c. Soon after w’c were on board, the king 
came, and informed us that the robbers were taken, 
and deftred us to go on fliorc, that we might behold 
^cir exemplary puniftiment. This w'e ftiould have 
been glad to have done, as fo much pains had been 
taken to difeover them ; but it was out of our power, 

the Adventure was out of harbour, and we w'crc 
under fail. The good old king (laid with us till wc 
were near two miles out at fca, and then, after taking 
another afleclionacc leave, parted. During our (lay 
r v ^ procured upwards of three hundred hogs, bc- 
tl ^*‘uit in great abundance. \Vhilc at 

Us iftai^, Capt. hurncaux engaged a young man, 

3. native of Ulitea, who had been dif- 

No. i(j.^ . 


pofteflcd of his property by the people of Bolabola, to 
accompany him on his voyage. This yOung man has 
a good under (landing, honeft: principles, and a natural 
good behaviour. But his hillory is fo well known in 
England, that we will not enlarge Upon it. 

On Wednefday the 8ch, we entered the harbour of 
Ohamaneno; the nativescrouded about us with hogs 
and fruit as foon as wc were anchored. Wc refufed 
the hogs, as wc had already more than wc could 
manage; but feveral of the principal people obliged us 
to take them whether we would or no. Wc made a 
vilit on the 9th to Or?o, who is the chief of this part 
of the iftand of Ulitea. He exprelfcd ^reat fatisfadtion 
on feeing Capt. Cook again, and dcfiicd him to ex¬ 
change names with him, which the latter agreed to: 
this Ts a dillinguiftiing mark of friendihip. Here wc 
traded as ufual, but the balance of tmde was much in 
our favour. On the loth, the chief entertained us 
with a comedy; a very entertaining part of which was 
a theft, committed, with amazingdc.xtcrity, bya man and 
his accomplice. Before the thief has time to carry olf 
the prize, he is difeovered, and a fculTle cnfiics; the dif- 
covt rers are vanquifticd, and the thieves go off in 
triumph. We returned to dinner after the play was 
over, and as wc were walking on ftiorc in the evening, 
one of the natives informed us that there w'ere nine un¬ 
inhabited iflands to the weftward. 

Oreo and his fon paid us a vifit early in the morn¬ 
ing of the iith of September, and brought, as ufual, 
hogs and fniit with them. We drelTed the youth in 
a (hirr, and fome other articles, of which he was not a 
1 ittJc proud. After ftaying fome hours, they w'ent aftiore, 
and fo did Capt. Cook foon after, but to another part 
of the (hore. When the chief heard he w'as landed, 
he went of his own accord and put a hog and fome 
fruit in the boar, and returned w-ithout faying any 
thing of it to any other perfon. He afterwards came 
with fome friends to dinner. After dinner, Po-oorau, 
who is the moft eminent chief of the iftand, made us a 
vilit. He was introduced by Oreo, and brought a pre- 
fent with him; for which he received a hand fomc re¬ 
turn. Wc promifed to vilit both the chiefs the next 
morning: which w’c accordingly did, in company with 
feveral gentlemen. Another play w as a died, and two 
very pretty young women performea, otherwife this 
piece w.as not fo entertaining as the one wu faw be¬ 
fore. 

On the 14th, wc fent on (hore for a fupply of bananocs 
and plantains, for fca (tore. Oreo and fome (riends 
paid us a pretty early vifit, w’hen wc informed him, 
that W'e would dine with him on (liorc, and deftred he 
would let us have two pigs for dinner, drclTcd in their 
faftiion. Wc found the floor of the chief's houfe 
(Ircw’cd thick w'ith leaves, and wc were foon fcated 
round them. Soon after the pigs came tumbling over 
our heads upon the leaves; and they were both fo 
hot as fcarccly.to he touched. The tabic was orna¬ 
mented with hot bread-fruit and plantains: w'e had 
likewife a quantity of cocoa-nuts to drink. Wc never 
faw^ victuals dreffed cleaner nor better in our lives, and 
it had a moft exquifite flavour, much fuperior ta 
victuals dreffed in our mode; how they contrived it we 
cannot tell, but though one of thefe hogs weighed fifty 
pounds at leaft, it was w’ell done in every part, and not 
too much done in any. Oreo and his fon, with fomc 
male friends, dined with us. We had a great number 
of attendants and people who came to fee us thus dine 
in public, to whom pieces of pork w'crc handed. The 
chief did not refufe his glafs of Madeira whenever it 
came to his turn, and we never at this, or any other 
time, faw him alfcCled by it. The boat’s crew took 
the remainder when we had dined. In the afternoon 
we were again entertained with a play. 

Oo the 15 th, we had a fufficient proof of the timor¬ 
ous difpofition of thefe people. We rather wondered 
that none of them came to the ftiips as ufual. Wc 
were afraid that as two men of the Adventure’s crew 
(laid out all night contrary to orders, that the natives 
had dripped them, or done them fome other injury, 
and were afraid we (liould revenge their conduct. We 
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went alhore, and found the neighbourhood nearly 
dcfcrted. Prefently the two men made their ap¬ 
pearance, and reported that they had been very civilly 
treated. We could get no account of the caufe of their 
flight, and could only learn from a few perfons who 
ventured near us, that fevcral were killed and wounded, 
and pointed to their bodies where the balls of the guns 
w ent in and out. Capt. Cook was very uncafy at this 
relation, fearing for the fafety of the people gone to Otaha. 
In order to get the bed information, the captain deter¬ 
mined to go to the chief himfclf, whom, after much 
fearching’ for, he found feated under the fliade of a 
houfe, w ith a great many people round him. There 


was a great lamentation as foon as Capt. Cook ap¬ 
proached, the chief and all his company burfting into 
tears. After all this piece of work, it was .found that 
the caufe of their alarm was on account of our boats 
being abfent, fuppofing that the people in them had 
deferted us, and that we fliould adopt violent methods 
to recover them. They were fatislied when Capt, 
Cook affured them there was no caufe for alarm, 
and that the boats would certainly return. On the 
morning of the 16th, we paid the chief a viftt, who was 
in his own houfe in perfect tranquillity. At this time 
Porco left us. 


CHAP. HI. 

A Spanifipip vifits Otaheite—State of the ijlands—Remarks on the difeafes and eufoms of the natives—Mifaken 710!torn 
concerning the women ^ corre&ed—Faff age from Ulitea to. the Friendly Ijles—Herney s Ijland difeovered—Incidents at MuU 
dlchurgh — I^he two fivps arrive at Amficrdam—A place of worfiAp deferibed—Incidents that happcfted diirhig their 
flay at that ijhnd—Fhe above ijlands defc^ibed—Fheir produce — Cultivation — Honfes — Canoes — Navigation — Manu- 
'failures — Weapons — Cufioms — Govmiment—Religion and la 7 igHage rf the inhabitants. 


O N the 17th of September, being Friday, wx de¬ 
termined to put to fea, having a good fupply of 
all kinds of refrelhments. Before we failed, Oreo and 
his fon paid us a vifit. Several canoes filled with fruit 
and hogs furrounded us : of the latter we could re¬ 
ceive no more, our decks being fo crouded w ith them 
that we could fcarccly move. In both fiiips were about 
three hundred and fifty. Oreo and his friends did not 
leave us till we were under fail, and cameftly impor¬ 
tuned us to tell them when w'c fliould return. Capt. 
Cook, as many young m.en olfered to come aw'ay with 
us, took one on board, about 18 years of age, named 
Ocdidce, a native of Bolabola, and a near relation of 
the great Opoony, chief of the ifland. When we 
w ere out of the harbour and had made fail, a canoe was 
obferved following us conducted by two men ; where¬ 
upon we brought to, and when along-fide, they deli¬ 
vered to Capt. Cook a prefent of roafted fruit, and 
roots, from Oreo. The captain after having made 
them a proper return fet fail to the weft, with the Ad¬ 
venture in company. We fliall here give fome further 
account of thele iflands, fome things, which are rather 
intcrerting, having been omitted in the relation of daily 
tranfacrions and incidents. 

A few days after our arrival at Otaheite we were told, 
that a fiiip, about the fize of the Refolution, had vifited 
Owhaiurua Harbour, at the S. E. end of the ifland; at 
which place, after having remained three weeks, file 
departed about three months before our arrival. Four 
of the natives went away in her, whofe names were 
Debcdcbca, Paoodou, Tanadooce, and Opahiah. We 
conjeCfured flie w^as a French Ihip, but at the Cape of 
Good Hope, we w ere informed flie was a Spaniard, fent 
out from America. The natives of Otaheite com- 
/piained of a diforder communicated to them by the 
people in this fiiip, which they deferibed as aftecling 
the head, throat, and fVomach, and at length they faid 
i't killed them. This fiiip they called Pahai-no Peppe 
(fiiip of Peppe) and the difeafe they named Apano 
Pep-pe, juft as they call the venereal difeafe Apano 
Pretanc (Englifii difeafe) yet to a man, they fay this 
loathlbme diftemper was introduced among them by 
jil. do Bougainville; and they thought he came from 
Prelane, as well as every other fiiip that touched at the 
ifland. We were of opinion, that long before thefc 
iHandcrs were vifited by Europeans, this, or a difeafe 
near a-kin to it, had cxifted among them ; for they told 
us people died of a diforder, which we imagined to be 
venereal, before that period. But be this as it may, 
the difeafe is far lefs common among them than it was 
in 1769> when we firft vifited thefc ifies. 

In the years 1767 and 1768, the ifland of Otaheite, 
as it were, fwarmed with hogs and fowls; bur at this 
time it was fo. ill fupplied with thefe animal^ tliat 


hardly any thing could tempt the owners to part with 
them ; and the little ftock they had feemed to be at 
the difpofal of their kings. When w'c lay at Oaiti-piha 
Bay, in the kingdom of Tiarrabou, or IdTcr l\’ninfula, 
we were given to underftaiid, that every hog and fowl 
belonged to Waheatoua; and that all in the kingdom of 
Opoureonu, or the greater Pcninfula, belonged to Otoo. 
While at this ifland wx got only 24 hogs in 17 days; 
half of w hich came from the kings thcmfclves, and th^ 
other half W'C were inclined to think were Ibid us by 
their permillion. But with rcfpecT: to all the friuu 
produced in the ifland, with thefe we were abundantly 
fupplied, except bread-fruit, which w.as not in feafon. 
Cocoa-nuts and plantains, we got the moft of; the 
latter, with a few yams and other roots, fupplied the 
place of bread. At Otaheite \vc procured great plenty 
of apples, and a fruit refembling a ncdlarine, called by 
the natives Ahceya. This fruit was common to all the 
ifies. Of all the feeds, brought by Europeans to thofe 
iflands, none thrived fo well as pumpkins, hut thefc 
they do not like. We attributed the fcarcity of hogs 
to tw o caufes: firft to the great number of thefe 
animals w hich have been coniumed, and carried away 
for ftock, , by the fiiips that have touched here of late 
years ,* fccondly, to the frequent wars lietwcen the two 
kingdoms. Twx wx know' have commenced fince the 
year 1767; but at prefent j^eacc reigns among them, 
though they do not Ibcm to entertain a cordial friend- 
fiiip for each other. We could not learn the occafion 
of the late w^ar, nor who wxre viClorious in the con¬ 
flict; but we learnt, that in the laft battle which 
terminated the diiputc, numbers were killed on both 
fidts. On the part of Opoureonu, Toutaha, our very 
good friend was killed, and fevcral other chiefs. 
Toutaha was buried in his family Morai at Oparrcc; 
and fevcral women of his* houfiiold, wdth his mother, 
are now under the protection, and taken care of by 
Otoo, the reigning prince; one, who did not appear 
to us, at firft, to much advantage. We could learn but 
little of Waheatoua of Tiaixabou; but we obferved, 
that this prince, not more than 20 years of age, ap¬ 
peared in public with all the gravity of a man of fifty; 
yet his fubjeCts do not uncover before him, or pay him 
that outward obeifance as is done to Otoo; yet they 
fliewed him equal rcfpcCl:, and when Abroad, or in 
council, he took upon him rather more (late. His 
attendants were a few elderly men, who feemed to be 
his principal advifers. Such was the prefent ftate of 
Otaheite, but the other iflands, that is FIuvaheine> 
Ulictea, and Otaha, appeared in a more flourilhin^ 
condition, than they were at the time when we firft 
vifited them; fince which, having enjoyed the blefiings 
of peace, the people poffefs not only the necefiaries, but 
many of the luxuries of life in great profuiion: but 
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as we have treated at large of thefe ifland^ in our 
iournal and narrative of Capt. Cook’s firH: voyage, we 
iliall not trouble our readers with unnecelTary repeti¬ 
tions ; but only add, under this head, new matter, or 
clear up any miftakes, and feeming incoiififtcncics. 
In our tirfl: voyage to thefe places, we were inclined to 
believe that the natives at times oflered to their fii- 
prcnie deity human facrifices. lb clear up this mat¬ 
ter the two captains, Cook and Furncaux, with feme 
others went to a Marai, in Matavai. In our company 
we had, as upon all other occafiohs, an intelligent, fen- 
fiblc man, belonging to the Refolution, who fpokc the 
language of the natives tolerably well. In this Marai, 
or burying place, was a 'I'upapow, on which lay a dead 
body, and feme viands. We firft enquired, if the 
plantains, &c. before us; were for the Etua, and if 
they oliered to him hogs, dogs, and fowls ? I'hey an- 
fwered in the affirmative. We then, after a few more 
introduftory queftions, afked, if they facrificcd any 
of the human fpeciestothe Etua? They anfvvercd, yes, 
Taata-eno, that is bad men, who they firlf beat till 
they were dead; but good men were not facrificcd. 
We aflecdhim if any Earees were? They replied, that 
hogs were given to Etua, and only Taata-eno. All the 
anfwcrs feemed to tend to the fame point, and meant, 
that men for certain crimes were condemned to be 
facrificcd, provided they had Jiot wherewithal to re¬ 
deem thcmfclvcs, and fuch will generally be found 
among the lower clafs of people. Hut, notwichfiand- 
ing thofe of whom thefe enquiries were made took 
feme pains to explain the whole of this religious rite, yet 
we were not fufficiently acquainted with their language 
to make ourfclves complete mafiers of the fubjeci:; but 
we have not the leafi: doubt remaining of the certainty 
of the fa-it, having fince been informed by Omai, 
that it js undoubtedly a cuflom with them to offer hu¬ 
man facrifices to the Supreme Being. The objetfi*, ac¬ 
cording to his account, or who fhall be facrificcd, de¬ 
pends folcly on the plcafurc of the high prieff, who, on 
any folemn occafion, retires alone into the temple, and, 
when he comes from thence, informs the people, that 
he has feen and talked with the Etna; (the high prieft 
only having this privilege) that he requires a human 
iacrificc; and that fuch a particular perfon is the man, 
whom he names, and who immediately is killed, 
falling moft probably a vidim to the priefl’s refent- 
ment. 

Thefe people have a fimplc, but, to us, a naufeous 
manner, of preparing the plant called Ava-ava, which 
we have noticed in the firrt part of this work. This 
is prelTcd from the roots, and not from the leaves, as 
we firft thought. The makers of the liquor chew a 
qliantity of the root till it is fbft and pulpy ; then every 
one fpits the juice he has preffed out into one and the 
fame platter. When a fufficiency for their ufe is thus 
procured, more or Icls water is mixed with it, ac¬ 
cording to the ftrength required ; after which the di¬ 
luted liquor is drained through fome fibrous ftuff like 
fine fhavings. Having undergone this procefs, it is 
ft for drinking, which is always done immediately. 
It drinks flat and infipid, but has a pepperifh tafie; 
and an intoxicating quality, the effeeft of which we 
faw in one inftance; however, the natives drink it, for 
that rcafon, w ith great moderation, and but little at 
a time. The root is fometimes chewed by them as the 
Europeans do tobacco, and fometimes we have feen 
thein eat the fame. Great quantities of this plant are 
cultivated at Ulictea, at Otaheitc very little; but we 
believe there arc few iflands in this fea that do not pro¬ 
duce more or lets of it. 

We rnuft not omit to remark here, that great injufl ice 
has been done the women of the Society Hies, by thofe 
who have reprefented them as a race of prolUtutes 
Without exception, who will fell their favours for gain 
to any purchafer, which is far from being true; for 
t c enjoyment of either the married or unmarried wo- 
higher and middling clafics, is a favour as 
11 iculc to be obtained here, as in any other country 
'V atever, and even many women in the lower clafs will 
amit of no luch familiarises. That the proportion 


of proftitutes art greater than that of other eountrics 
imy be tnic, and moft of them were fuch who fre¬ 
quented our Ihips and tents on fliorc. By obferving 
thefe to mix indifcriminatcly with women of the firft 
mnk, we. concluded haftily, that all females were of 
the fame turn, and that the only difference was in the 
price ; but the truth is, as we have more than once be¬ 
fore obferved, the woman w ho proftitutes herfelf, docs 
not feem, in the popular opinion, to have committed 
a crime, which ought to exclude her from the eflcein 
and focicty of the community In general. It miift be 
confciTed that all the women in this part of the world are 
complete coquets, and that few among them fix any 
bounds to their converfation.; therefore it is no wonder 
that they have obtained the charadlcr of women of 
pleafiire ; yet \ve ftiould think it very iinjuft, if the la¬ 
dies of England w'cre to be condemned in the lump, 
from the conduifitof thofe on board of ftiips in our na¬ 
val ports, or of thofe who infeft the purlieus of Co¬ 
vent-garden, and Drur\-lane. 

Refpcifting the geography of thefe iflcs, w^e think it 
neceffary to add to w hat has been faid in the narrative 
of our former voyage, that w e found the latitude of the 
bay of Oaitipiha, in Otaheite, to be 17 dog. 46 miir. 
d«8 fee. S. and the eaft longitude from Point Venus, to 
be odeg. 21 min. 25 fee. and an half, or 149 deg. 13 
min. 24 fee. \^^ from Greenwich. It is highly pro¬ 
bable, that the whole ifland is of greater extent than at 
firft w'c Tupiwfod it to be in 1769, by two miles, and 
4 m. 3 quarters refpccftivcly. ^'hen ouraftronomers 
made their obfervations on Point Venus, they found the 
latitude to be 17 deg. 29 min. 13 fee. S. -which differs 
but two feconds from that determined by Mr. Green 
and Capt. Cook; and its longitude, namely, 149 deg.. 
34 min. 49 fee. and an half W. may be as accurately 
laid down, for any thing yet knowm to the contrary. 

After our departure from the Society Iflcs, and leav¬ 
ing Ulictea, it was our intention to get into the lati¬ 
tudes of the iflands of Middlcburgh and Amfterdam, to 
which end, on Friday the 17th of September, we 
fteered to the weft, inclining to the fouth, with a view 
of getting clear of the tracks of former navigators. 
We proceeded at night with great circumfpedion, fre¬ 
quently laying to, left we fhould pafs any land utlob- 
ferved. On the 21ft, and the whole of the 22nd, we 
had rain, thunder, lightning, a large fwell from the 
fouth, and the wdnd blew from the N. W. for fevcral 
days; a fign to us, that, in that direction, no land waa 
near us. This was difcovcrcd from the maft-head, ork 
Thurfday, the 23d, ftrctching from S. by W. to S. W. 
by S. We hauled up with the wind at S. E. and found 
it to confift of two or three fmall iflots, united by 
breakers, as are moft of the low' illes in the fea; the 
whole being in a triangular form, and about fix leagues 
in circuit. This illand.is in latitude 19 deg. 18 min, 
S. and in 158 deg. 54 min. W. longitude. Each of 
the fmall connc< 5 led iflcs arc cloaihcd with wood, par¬ 
ticularly of the cocoa-nut kind ; but we faw no traces 
of inhabitants, and had reafon to believe there were 
none. To thefe iflots we gave the name of Hervey’s 
Ifland, in honour of Capt. Herveyof the navy, one of 
the lords of the Admiralty, and now carl of Briftol. 
As the landing on this ifle w'ould have occafibned a de¬ 
lay, we refumed our courfc to the weft, in which we 
faw fome men of war, tropic birds, and flying fifh. 
On Saturday, the 25th, we again began to ufe our fea 
bifeuit, the fruit being all confumed; but of frclb pork 
each man had every day a nccefTary allow ance. On 
Wednefday, the 29th, in latitude 21 deg. 26 min. 
S. w’c altered our courfc at noon W. half S. 

On Fridify, the ift of Odlobcr, at tw'o o’clock P.M. 
we made the ifland of Middlcburgh, and the next 
morning bore up for the w eft fide thereof, paffing be¬ 
tween the fame, and a fmall ifland tliat lay off it, w here 
we found a clear channel tw'O miles broad. After run¬ 
ning about two thirds of its length, half a mile from 
the fliore, we obferved it affumed another afped, and 
offered a profped: botli of anchorage and landing. 
Upon this we plied in under the ifland. We were now 
vilited by two canoes, which came boldly along-fidc of 

us. 
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VIS, and fcvcral of the Indians entered the Refolution 
without hefitation; w hich mark of confidence deter¬ 
mined us to vilit them if pofilbie. After making a few 
trips, we found good anchorage, and come to in 25 fathoms 
water, at three cables length from the (hore. We had 
fcarcely anchored, when wc were furrounded w-ith 
Indians, fome in canoes, and fome fwimming, feveral 
came on board, and among them a chief, named Tioony, 
to whom Capt. Cook presented a hatchet, fpike-nails, 
and other articles, with which he was highly plcaf- 
ed. A party of our people, in company w ith Tioony, 
went on Ihore, who were conduced to a little creek 
formed by the rocks, right abreaft of the Ihips, where 
landing w'as very ea(y, and the boats fccure againft the 
furf. "Here wc were faluted w ith loud acclamations, 
by an immenfe croud of people, who fliewed the moft 
evident figns of pacific intentions, not one of them 
having fo much as a flick, or any weapon in their 
hands. They thronged fo thick round the boats with 
cloth, matting, &c. that it was fome time before we 
could make good our landing. Many of them, who 
could not get near the boats, threw over the others 
heads whole bales of cloth, and retired immediately, 
without either alking, or w^aiting to get any thing in 
return. At length the chief caufed them to open to 
the right and left, and make room for us to land. W''e 
were then conducted up to his houfe, which was fituatcd 
about 300 yards from the fca, at the end of a fine lawn, 
and under fome fliaddock trees. In the front was the 
profped of the fea, and the fliips at anchor. Plantations 
abounding with the richeft produdions of nature, were 
placed behind, and on each fide. We were feated on 
mats, laid on the floor, and the natives placed them- 
fclves in a circle round on the outfide. Having with 
us bag-pipes, Capt. Cook ordered them to be played, 
and in return, the chief directed three young women to 
fing a fong, which they did with an exceeding good 
grace: and a few prefents being diflributed among 
thefe young women, fet all the reft in the circle a fing- 
ing, who did not fit down unrewarded. Their fongs 
were in no wife harfh, but on the contrary mufical and 
harmonious. Having continued here fome time, at 
our own requeft, wc were conduvfted to another plan¬ 
tation, where the chief had a houfe, into which wc 
were introduced. Bananoea and cocoa-nuts were fet 
before us, and a bowl of liquor, prepared in our pre- 
fence, of the juice ofava, in the manner already related; 
the latter of which was prefented to each of us in cups 
made by the folding of green leaves, containing near 
half a pint each cup; but Capt. Cook was the only 
perfon who tailed the liquor: however the bowl was 
foon emptied by the natives, of which both men and 
women paitook; but we obferved that the fame cup 
was never filled twice, nor did two perfons drink out 
of it; each had a frefh cup and frefh liquor. The 
houfe we were now entertained in was fituatcd at one 
angle of the plantation, abounding with fruit and trees, 
whofc fragrance ditfufed a pjeafing odour, and the 
fpreading" branches made an agreeable lhade. Before 
the houfc was an area, on which we were feated. It 
being now noon, wc returned on board to dinner, with 
the chief Tioony in our company. We had on the 
table frefli pork, but he eat nothing, which wc thought 
ibmewhat extraordinary. After dinner wc again went 
on ftiorc, and were received as before. Mr. Forfter, 
with his botanical party, and fome other gentlemen, 
took a walk into the country. Our two captains were 
conduded to the chief’s houfe, where fruit, and fome 
greens were fet before us. Having juft dined we 
could nor cat much, but Oedidee and Omai did honour 
to the defert. We now intimated a defirc of feeing 
the country, and Tioony very readily gratified our 
wiflies. He led us through feveral plantations, laid out 
with great judgment, and inclofed with fences made of 
reeds. Moft of them belonged to our hofpitable chief, 
and were all in very good order, and planted with 
various fruit trees. Hogs and very large fowls, the 
only domeftic animals we faw, were running near the 
houfes, and in the lanes that feparated the plantations. 
Eveiy perfon w’as very much pleafed with this delight¬ 


ful country, and the friendly reception we met with, 
and we much regretted, that the feafon of the year, aod 
other circumftanccs, would not permit our longer ftay. 
In the evening we returned on board, and on Saturday 
the 2d ofOclobcr, the fiiips were crouded with people 
the w hole day, trafficking in pcrfedl good order. On 
the 3d, early in the morning, while the llrips were pre¬ 
paring to get under fail. Captains Cook and Furncaux, 
accompanied by Mr. Forfter, w'cnt olf in the boat, to 
take leave of our hofpitable chief. Ho met us at the 
landing-place, and had we not cxcufcd ourfclvcs, he 
would have entertained us at his houfe. Wc there¬ 
fore fpent half an hour with him, feated on the grafs, in 
the midft: of a vaft crowd of the natives, who feemed to 
vie with each other in doing what they thought would 
give us pleafure. Having made the chief a prefent, 
confifting of various articles, he wasgivcntounderftanci 
that we were going away, at which he feemed not at 
all affcclcd. Fle went with us into our boat, with two 
of his friends, intending to accompany us aboard, 
but when he faw the Relolution under fail, he and his 
companions went into a canoe, and returned on ftiore. 
It is remarkable, that on lliore this friendly Indian never 
made the Icaft exchange'; but now', during his ftay in 
the boat, he bartered filh-hooks for nails, and cn- . 
groiTcd the trade in a manner wholly to himfclf. 

On Saturday, Odlober the 3d. as fckm as Capt. Cook 
came on board, we departed from Middlcburg, and 
made fail down to .Amlterdam. When v/e were about 
half way bctw'ecn the two ifles, we were met by three 
canoes, and the people made feveral attempts to conic 
on board, but without clfcCl, as the rope we threw out 
to them broke, arid wc did not ftiorten fail. They 
were likeviifc unfuccefsful in boarding the Adventure. 
Wc ran along the fouth-weft coaft of Amftcrdam, at 
the diftance of half a mile from the ftiorc, whereon the 
fca broke jn a great furf. By the help of glairs, wc 
faw the face ot the whole ifUnd, which, in evciy part 
that came under oiir obfervation, appeared covered 
with plantations. Along the ftiorc we perceived the 
natives mnning in great niunbcrs, and displaying fmall 
white flags, the emblems of peace, which fignals wc 
anfwcred by hoifting a St. George's Enftgn. At this 
time three of the natives of Middleburg, who had con¬ 
tinued too long on board the Adventure to return, 
quitted her, andfwam to the ftiore, from *whcnce we 
concluded they had no ftrong inclination to accompany 
us in our voyage. Wc had no fooner opened the weft 
fide of the ifte, than feveral canoes, having four men 
in each, came boldly along-fide, ajid, when they had 
prefented us vi ith fome ava root, came on board vN ithoyt 
the Icaft ceremony. Having got into V^an Diemen's 
Road, we anchored in 18 fathoms water, little more 
than a cable’s length from the breakers; and our coaft- 
ing anchor, to keep the Ihip from tailing on the rocks, 
lay in 47 fathoms water. By this time we were fur- 
rounded with people, and our feamen were fo eager in 
purchaling their curiofitics, even at the cxpcncc of 
deaths, that Capt. Cook found it abfolurcly nccclfiiry 
to prohibit any farther commerce of this fort. The 
good effed of this order, w'as, that on the 4th, the 
natives brought us fowls, pigs, bananoes, and cocoa-nuts 
in abundance, for which w^ exchanged fmall nails and 
pieces of cloth, even old rags would purchafe pigs and 
fowls. A trading party was now fettled, and our com-* 
manders w^ent on ftiorc, attended hy Mr. Forfter and 
other olficers, in company with a chief named Atuigo, 
who had attached himfelf to Capt. Cook, the firft mo¬ 
ment of his coming al'joard, which was boforc the 
fliips came to anchor. This pcifon of fome note prc-.‘ 
fented the captain with feveral articles, and as a 
greater teftimony of fricndfliip exchanged names with 
him; a cuftom, which, as wc have obferved, is prac- 
tifed at Ocaheite, and the Society Ifles. We were re¬ 
ceived on Ihorc with the fame demonftmtions of joy as 
at Middlcburg, and the gentlemen fet out into the 
country, except the two commanders, who diftrihuted 
prefents to fiich of the natives as Attago pointed out, 
who were afeenvards difeovered to be of fupcriornink 
to himfelf; chough at thi.^ time, by the attentiqn paid 
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to him, he appeared to be the principal pcrfon. Hav¬ 
ing complained of the heat, Attago flawed and feared 
funder the flmde of a large tree ; and the people, 
were ordered to form a circle, never attempted to 
pafs the preferibed bounds, and croud upon us, as did 
fcfe of Otalicitc. After having been here fome time, 
<v\’c hinted our deiire to fee the country; whereupon 
Attngo immediately conducted us along a lane that 
terminated in an open green, on one fide of which we 
fawaplaceof worlhip, built on a mount about eigh¬ 
teen feet high. It was an oblong fquare, indofed by a 
ftone parapet wall, about three feet in height; from 
which the mount, covered with green turf, fofe to the 
building with a gradual flope. The building ts'as 
twenty by fourteen feet. When we had advanced 
within fifty yards of its front, every one fat down on 
the gi'-cn. Three elderly men, whom we took for 
priefts, begun a prayer, having their faces to the 
houfc, which lulled about ten minutes, and this be¬ 
ing ended, they came and feared themfclves by us. 
\\^made them prefents of what we had about us, and 
then proceeded to view the premifes, to which they 
did nor Ihew the Icufl: reludance. The houfe was 
built in ever)^ refpcct like their common dwellings, with 
polls and rafters, covered with palm thatch. The 
eaves came dowm within three feet of the ground, 
and the open fpace was filled up with llrong matting, 
made of palm-lcavcs as a wall. In the front, leading 
to the top of this, were two Hone (Icps; and round the 
houfe was a gravel walk ; the floor alfo was laid with 
fine gravel, in the center whereof was an oblong fquare 
of blue pebbles, raifed fix inches higher. In one angle 
of the building flood an image roughly carved in wobd, 
and another lay on one fide. This image was turilcd 
over and over by Attago, as he would have done any 
other log of wood, which convinced us, that they 
were not confidcred by the natives as objcdls of wor¬ 
lhip. We put fcvcral queflions to Attago concerning 
this matter, but did not underfland his anfwers; for 
our readers are to be informed, that, at our firfl arrival, 
wc hardly could underfland a word the people faid. We 
thought it neceflary to leave an offering, and therefore 
laid down upon the platform fome medals, nails, and 
other things, which our friend immediately took up 
and put in his pocket. We could not conceive how 
they could cut fuch large llones out of the coral rocks, 
with which the walls were made that inclofcd the 
mount, fotne of them being ten feet by four, and bear 
fix inches thick. The mount, which flood in a kind 
of grove, was open only to view on that fide which 
fronted the green, aild here five roads met, moft of 
which appeared to be public. Among the various 
trees that compofed the groves, we found the Etoa 
tree, of which are made clubs, and a fort of low palm, 
^ry common in the northern parts of Holland. This 
place of worfhip, in the language of Amflerdam, is 
tailed A-fia-tou-ca. 

On our return to the ^vater fide, we turned off to a 
road leading into the country, about fixteen feet broad, 
and as level as a bowling-green, feveral other roads in- 
icrlcctcd it, all indofed on each fide with neat reed- 
enccs, and fhaded by fruit-trees. Tlie country here- 
furprizingly fertile, infomuch, that we might 
Willy have imagined ourfelves in the mofl plcafant fku- 
^^^°P^^t)uld afford. Here arc various de- 
'gbiful w'alks,and not an inch of uncultivated ground. 

aturc affiflcd by art no where appears to more ad van- 
than in this fertile fpot. The roads, even the high 
pUnic one, which was about fixtecn feet broad, occu- 
Sid " abfolutely necelfary, nor 

In boundaries and fences take up above four 
many places of thefc were planted 
faml? plants. On every fide you mw the 

feene i uor did change of place alter the 

bers f tranfporting place we met great num- 

comin ?^°P^^fioingto the fhips loadcn with fruit, and 
eithoi-? them} all of whom gave us the road, by 
flandin^ right or left hand, fitting down, or 

pafled ^ backs to the fences, till w c had 

6 of the crofs roads, were 


A-fia-tou-cas, whofe mourns were furrounded with 
pallifadocs. After having walked feveral miles, we 
came to a more fpacious one, near to which was a large 
houfe, the property of an old chief, who was one of 
our company. Here we w'cre regaled with fruit; but 
our flay was fliort, and our guides having condudledus 
down to our boat, w'c returned with Attago to 
our fiiip to dinner. When aboard an old man was 
ulhercd into the cabbin: wc placed him at table, and 
foon perceived he was a man of confcqucnce, for At¬ 
tago, the chief being almofl: blind, cat w^ith his back 
towards him; and as foon as the old man returned 
aihore, which w as after he had tailed the fifii, and 
drank two ghiffes of wine, Attago took his place at 
the table, finiflicd his dinner, and drank alfo two 
glaffes of wine. After dinner wc all w'ent afhore again. 
Wc found the old chief, who, in return for hisflcndcr 
meal, prefehted us with a hog. Before w'e fet out for 
the country, Capt. Cook w'cnt down with Attago to the 
landing-place, where he found Mr. Wales laughing at 
his perplexing fituation. The boars that brought us 
afliore not having been able to get clofe in with the 
landing-place, Mr. Wales had pulled off his Ihocs and 
(lockings to walk through the water, and, when on 
dry ground, fitting dow'n, he put them between his 
legs, in order to put them on, when in an inflant 
they were fnatched away by a perfon behind him, 
who immediately mixed with the croud. The man 
he could not follow bare-footed over the fharp coral 
rocks ; the boat was put back to the fbip, all his com¬ 
panions had made their way through the croud ; and 
he was found by the captain in this forlorn condition : 
but the friendly Attago foon fet him at liberty, by find¬ 
ing out the thief, and recovering the fiiocs and fiock- 
ihgs. We now began our excuriion into the countr\\ 
Having palled the firll-mentioned Apiatouca, th.c old 
chief llicwcd us a pool of frcfii water, though wc had 
not made the leafl enquiry for any. It is very proba¬ 
ble this is the bathing place for the king and his no¬ 
bles, mentioned by Talman. From hence we were 
conducted down to the fiiore of Maria Bay, or N. E. 
fide of the ifie, where we w ere flicw n a boat-houfe, in 
which was a large double canoe not yet launched. The 
old chief did not fail to make us fenfible that it be¬ 
longed to him. Night now approaching, Attago at¬ 
tended us to the boat, and we r.'turned aboard. As 
to the botanizing and fliooting parties, that were out 
v\'ith us the fame day, they w'cre all civilly treated, and 
well entertained by the natives. The party alfo at the 
market on lliorc had a brifk trade, and many advantage¬ 
ous bargains. They procured plenty of bananas, 
yams, cocoa-nuts, pigs, and fowls, for nails and pieces 
of cloth. A boat from each fliip was employed to 
bring off their cargoes, by which means wc obtained 
cheaper, and with Icfs trouble a good quantity of rc- 
frcflimcnts from thofe of the natives who had no ca¬ 
noes to carry their commodities off to the Ihips. 

On Tuefday the 5 th, early in the morning, the cap¬ 
tain’s friend, Attago, brought him a hog and fome 
fiojit, for which, in return, he received a hatchet, a 
fheet, and fome red cloth. The pinnace having been 
fent on fliore to trade, as ufual, foon returned, and we 
were informed that the natives, in many refpc< 5 ts, were 
exceedingtroublcfomc. The day before they had Hole 
the boat’s graphng, and at this time they were for ta¬ 
king every thing out of the pinnace. It was therefore 
judged necelfary to have on Iborc a guard, and accord¬ 
ingly the marines were fent, under the command of 
Lieutenant Edgeumbe. Thefc were foon after fol¬ 
lowed by the two commanders, Attago, and feveral of 
the gentlemen. Oii landing, the old chief prefented 
Capt. Cook with a pig; and then Mr. Hodges, ac¬ 
companied by the two captains, took a walk into the 
count!*)', in order to make drawings; after which, they 
all returned with Attago, and two other chiefs on board 
to dinner, one of which laft had fent a hog on board 
the Adventure, fome hours before, for Capt. Eurncaux, 
\vithout requiring any return; a fingular inllance of 
gencrofity this: but Attago did not omit to put Capt. 
Cook in mind of the pig the old king gave him in the 
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mornincT, for which he had in return, a chequed Hurt, 
and a pTcceof red cloth. He defired to put them on, 
which when done, he went upon deck, and {hcwTdhim- 
fclf to all his countrymen. He had done the lame 
with the flicet the captain gave him in the morning; 
but when we went on foore in the evening, the o.d 
chief took to himfclf every thing Attago and others had 
got in their pofleOion. This day the different trading 
parties procured for both fhips a good fupply 
frefliments ; the failors therefore had leave to purchale 
any curiofities they might fancy; which opportunity 
they embraced with great eagernefs ; indeed they be¬ 
came quite the ridicule of the natives from their thirlr 
after trifles, who jeeringly ottered them nicks and 
Hones, in exchange for other things ; and one waggiih 
boy took a piece of human excrement on the end ot a 
Hick, and ottered it for fale to evciy one he met. ^ Tins 
dav a fellow found means to get into the matters cab- 
bin, and Hole fomc books and other articles, with 
which he was making off in his canoe. On being pur- 
fued by one of our boats, he left the canoe, and took 
to the water; but as often as our people attempted to 
lay hold of him, he dived under the boat, and at lalt, 
having unttiippcd the rudder, got clear ott. Other 
daring thefts w'cre committed at the landing-place. 
One man Hole a fcaman’s jacket, and would not part 
with it till purfued and fired at. 

Wednefday the 6th our friend Attago 
again as ufual, brought with him a hog, and alhtted 
us in purchafing many more. We w^ent attci^ ards on 
fhore, vifited the old chief, with whom we Hayed till 
noon, and then returned on board to dinner, accompa¬ 
nied by Attago, w’ho never one day left Capt. Cook. 
Being about to depart from this ifland, a prefent was 
made for the old king, and carried on fliore in the even¬ 
ing. When the captain landed, he was informed by 
fome of the officers, that a far greater man than any 
we had yet feen. was come to pay us a vifit. Mr. 
Pickerfgill faid, he had feen him in the country, and 
believed he w^as a man of great confequcnce, by the ex¬ 
traordinary refpedf paid him by all ranks of people; 
fome of whom, when they approached him, fell on 
their faces, and put their head between their feet; nor 
do any pafs him without permittion. Upon his arrival, 
Mr. Pickerfgill and another gentleman took hold of his 
arms, and efcorted him down to the landing-place, 
w here we found him feated with fuch an affedfed gravity, 
that we really thought him an ideot, w horn, from fome 
fuperttitious notions, the people were ready to adore. 
When Capt. Cook fainted and addretted him, he nei¬ 
ther anfwered, nor took the leatt notice of him. AnJ 
as there appeared in the features of his countenance 
not any alteration, the captain was about to leave him 
ro his private cogitations; but an intelligent youth 
cleared up all our doubts, and from his information, 
we were now fully convinced, that what w’e took for a 
H lipid fool was the principal head man, or king of the 
iHand. Therefore the prefent, intended for the old 
chief, was prefented to him. It confiHed of a fliirt, 
an axe, a piece of red cloth, a looking glafs, fomc 
nails, medals, and beads ; all of which were put upon, 
or laid dow n by his mjyetty, without his fpeaking one 
word, or turning his head cither to the right or left. 
We departed from this living Hatue, and had not been 
long on board, before he fent us a prefent of provifions, 
confining of about twenty bafkets of roatted bananas, 
four bread and yams, and a roatted pig, weighing 
about twenty pounds. We now no longer qucHioncd 
the real dignity of this fulleii chief. When thefe things 
were brought dow n to the water fide, Mr. Edgccumbc 
and his party w'cre coming off to the veflels, and the 
bearers of the prefent faid it w^as from the Arecke, 
(that is king) of the ifland, to the Arecke of the fliip. 

On Thurfday the 7th of October, early in the morn¬ 
ing, our two commanders, accompanied by Mr. Fortter, 
went attiore, to make a return to the Arecke of the 
ifland for his laH night’s prefent. They foon found 
Attago, of whom wx learnt, that his majcHy’s name 
was Ko-haghee-too-Fallangou. After fome little time 
he appeared w’ith a very fow attendants. By Attago’s 


defirc we all fat down under a tree, and the king feated 
himfclf on a rifing ground, about twelve yards from 
us. We continued fome minutes tacing each other, 
c*pc(Hing Attago would introduce us tohismajetty; 
butobferviiig no figns of this, the two captains went, 
and having fainted the king fiu down by him. They 
then put on him a w hite fliirt, and laid down before him 
a few yards of red cloth, a brafs kettle, a faw, two 
large fpikes, three looking gluttcs, twelve medals, and 
fome firings of beads. All this time he behaved in the 
manner b 3 brc related, fitting like a Hatue ; his arms 
Teemed immoveable; he fpokc not one word, nor did 
he feem to know what we were about. When we gave 
him to underHand by Hgns and w^ords, that we fliould 
foon depart from his ifland, he made, not the leaH re¬ 
ply ; but when w e had took leave, wc perceived he con- 
verfed with Attago, and an old woman; and* in the 
courfe of this converfation he laughed heartily in fpitc 
of his affumed gravity; for it could not be his real dif- 
pofirion, feeing he W'as in the prime of life, and thefe 
iflanders, like all others w^c had lately been acquainted 
w ith, arc much given to levity. We were now intro¬ 
duced by Attago into another circle of refpedhble old 
people of both fexes, among whom w^re oiir friend, 
the aged chief, and the pricH, who was generally in 
his company. We concluded, that the juice of pep¬ 
per-root, had the fame effedl that Hrong liquors have 
on Europeans, when they drink too much of them; 
for we obferved, that the reverend father could walk 
very w’cll in the morning, but in the evening was gene¬ 
rally led home by two friendly fupporters. Wc were 
a little at a lofs how to take leave of the old chief, hav¬ 
ing, we feared, almoH exhauHed all our choiceH ftore 
on the king; but having examined our pockets, and 
Capt. Cook’s treafury bag, which he always carried 
with him, we collected together a tolerable good pre¬ 
fent both for the chief and his friends. This old chief 
had a iwtural air of dignity, which the king had not. 
He was grave, but not fullen ; w'ould talk at times in a 
jocular manner, and when converflng only on indiffe¬ 
rent fubjeiHs, would endeavour to underHand us, and 
be underHood himfclf. The pricH in all our vifits 
w'ould repeat a Hiort prayer, which none in the com¬ 
pany attended to, and which for our paits we did not 
underHand. Having continued a focial converfation 
with thefe friends near two hours, we bid them fare¬ 
well, and repaired to our Hiip with Attago, and a few 
of his friends, who after breakfafi were difmiffcd loaded 
with prefents. Attago very Hrongly impoituned us to 
call again at this ifle on our return, and requefled of 
the captain, more than once, to bring him a fuit of 
clothes like thofe he then had on, w'hich was his uni¬ 
form. This friendly iflander, during our Hay, 
on fevcral occafions, very fcrviceable to us. He dailv 
came on board in the morning, foon after dawn, and 
frequently Hayed with us till the evening. When on 
board or on Ihore, he performed every kind office for 
us in his power, the cxf)cnce for his fcrviccs w-as tri¬ 
fling, and w'c thought him a verj' valuable friend. 

The fupplies which \ve procured from this ifland 
were about one hundred and fifty pigs, double that 
number of fowds ; as many bananas, &c. as w'C could 
find room for, and, had we continued longer, wc 
might have had more than our wants required. >^c 
w ere now' about to depart, when, in heaving the coaft- 
ing cable, it broke, by being chaffed by the rocks; by 
which accident we loH nearly half the cable, together 
with the anchor, which lay in forty fathoms water, 
without any buoy to it; from whence a jud^ent inay 
be formed of this anchorage. At ten o’clock P- V* 
we got under fail, but our decks being cncumbere 
with fruit, fowls, &c. w’e kept plying under the Ian 
till they were cleared. Before we continue the hiflory 
of this voyage, we fliall here give a particular 
of this ifland, and its neighbouring one of , 

burgh, adeferiptionof which we doubt not will aftom 
an agreeable entertainment to our readers, and ver 
numerous fubferibers, who have favoured this 
with a generous encouragement, equal to our moH lan- 
guinc expedations and wiflics. 
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COOK’S SECOND VOYAGE—for making D-fcoveries in the Souf/j St'^s & Round the JVorlff. 143 


Thefe two iilands were firft difeovered by Capt. 

am lanfen Tafman, a Dutchman, in January 1642-3, 
\ich he named Amdcrdam and Middlcburg. The 
Liner is called by the natives Tonga-ta-bu, and the 
. j. Ea-oo-wce. From obfervations made on the 
Dot they arc found to be fituated between the latitude 
ifii deg. 29 min. and 21 deg. 3 min. S. and between 
the longitude of 174 deg. 40 min. and r75 deg. 15 
niin W* Middleburgh, the fourhcrmoll ifle, is about 
10 leagues in circumference, and from its height may 
be feen 12 leagues at fea. It is bounded by plantations, 
cfpecially on the S. W. and N. W. fides; but the in¬ 
terior parts are not fo well cultivated ; yet even this 
neglei^ o-ive-s an additional beauty to the whole ifland ; 
for here*\ve feedifperfed, forming an agreeable variety, 
groves of cocoa-nut and other trees, lawns cloathed 
with thick grafs, with plantations, roads and paths in 
every dirciftion, making a charming confulion, as 
greatly improves and enlivens the profpc6l. 

The ifland ofTongatabu, or Amficrdam, is fliaped 
fomething like an ifolecles triangle, the longell legs of 
which arc feven leagues each, and the fhortcfl: four. 
It lies nearly in the direction of E. S. E. and VV. N. W. 
much of an equal height, but rather low, being not 
more than 80 feet abo\ e the level of the fea. Both 
this illc, and that of Middleburg. are guarded by a reef 
of coral rocks, on which the force of the fea is fpent 


before it reaches the fliore. Van Diemen’s Road, 
wherein wc anchored, is under the N. W. part of the 
ifland, having a reef of rocks without it, over which 
the fea breaks continually. The extent of the bank is 
not more than three cables length from the fhore; with¬ 
out that is an unfathomable depth; and, as wc have 
before obferved, the lofs of an anchor, and the damage 
our cables fuftained, arc plain indications that the 
bottom is none of the beft. This ifland is wholly laid 
out in plantations, abounding with the richeft pro- 
dudipns of nature, as bread-fruit, plantains, fugar-canc, 
and a fruit like a nedlarinc, called Fighega, and at 
Otaheitc Ahuya: in fliort, here are to be found mofl of 
the articles, produ< 5 lions of the Society Iflands, befidcs 
others w’hich they have not. The fame may be faid of 
vegct^les, the (lock of which wc increafed by an 
additional afibrtment of garden feeds, &c. The pro¬ 
duce and cultivation of Middleburgh is much the fame 
as at, 4 mficrdam, only a part of the former is cultivated. 
The lanes and roads are laid out in fo judicious a man¬ 
ner, as CO o[>cn a free communication from one part 
ot the ifland to the other. V^c here faw no towns or 
villages, niofl: of the houfes being fituated in the plan- 
ti'tions: they are neatly con limited, but in their dimen- 
lions do not exceed thofe in the other iflands. The 
only difference feems to confifl: in the difpofition of 
the framing. They have fmall areas before moft of 
them, planted round with trees, or fhrubs, whofe 
iragrancy perfumes the very air. The whole of their 
urnimre is eompofed of a fow wooden platters, cocoa- 
nut Ihclis, and fome neat wooden pillow^s fhaped like 
ools or forms. Their common cloaching ferves them 
or bedding, with the addition of a mac. We faw two 
veflels among them ; one in the fliape 
oth^* holes in it, oppofitc each 

five r ofhers refembled pipkins, containing about 
thpf Having fecn no great number of 

cutcnliis, wc concluded they were the manufadhire 
domeflic animals we faw 
as !a ^ fowls. The latter arc 

if rirt?? ^ Europe, and their flefh equally good, 
Weir • believe they have no dogs, as they 

theff'm defirous of thofe wc had on board. In 

Quidn, ^^ts, nor did we difeover any wild 

arc except fmall lizards. The land birds 

baldawT parrots, parroquecs, owls, 

hats in V ^ plumage, fjiiall birds, and large 
here 05 fame forts of fifli arc found 

Theirfifliing-tacklc is much 
havintr “ook-s made of mother of pearl, gigs 

finp'n j prongs, and nets eompofed of a 

rs. Tk mefhes made cxadly like 

e conftrudion of their canoes is remarkably 


Ours. 
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ingenious, exceeding in point of workmanfliip, every 
thing of this kind wc faw in this fea. They are form¬ 
ed of fevcral pieces fewed together, in fo neat a manner, 
that on the outllde it is difficult to difeern the joints. 
On the infidc, all the faflenings pafs through ridges. 
They are of two forts, namely, double and finglc; the 
fmglc ones are from 20 to 30 feet in length, and about 
20 or 22 inches broad in the middle. 

The (lern terminates in a point, and the head is 
fomevvhat like the extremity of a wedge. At each end 
is a kind of deck, open in the middle, for about one 
third part of the whole length. The middle of their 
decks in fome of them, is ornamented with white 
fhells, Buck on little pegs, and placed in rows. They 
work thefe Angle canoes fomccimes with fails, but 
oftner with paddles, the flioit blades whereof are 
broadefl: in the middle: they have all out-riggers. 
The double canoes are made with two velTels about 
60 or 70 feet long, and 4 or 5 broad in the middle. 
Each end terminates in a point, and the hull differs 
but little in its conftruclion from the Angle canoe, being 
put together exactly in the fame manner; but they have 
a rifing in the middle round the open part, fomewhat 
like a trough which is made of boards, well compacted 
and fecured to the body of the vclfel. Two fuch 
veffcls as above mentioned are placed parallel to each 
other, and faAencd by ftrong crofs beams, fccured by 
bandages to the upper part of the rifings. The vcffels 
arc about Ax feet afunder. Over thefe beams, and 
others, fupported by ffaunchions Axed on the bodies 
of the canoes, is laid a boarded platform, whereon efteps 
a maft that may calily be raifed or let down. All parts 
of the double canoes are ftrong, yet as light as the 
nature of the work will admit; and they may be 
immerged in the water to the very platforms, without 
being in the Icaft danger of Ailing; and fo long as they 
hold together, it is fcarce pofTiblc, under any circum- 
ftance whatever, to Ank them. By the nature of their 
conftruction, they arc not only veflels of burden, but At 
for (hort voyages from one ifland to another, and are 
navigated with a lattean-fail, or triangular one, ex¬ 
tended by a long yard, a little curved or bent. Their 
fails are eompofed of mats, and their ropes like ours, 
fome four or Ave inches. A little flied is raifed upon the 
platform, for to fereen the crew from the fun, and for 
other purpofes. Here they have a moveable Arc-hearth, 
which is a fquarc fhallow wooden trough, Ailed with 
ftoncs. From off the platform is the way into the 
hold, wherein they ftand to bail out the water. Capt. 
Cook was of opinion, that thefe double canoes are 
navigated either end foremoft, and that in changing 
tacks, the fail is only Aiiftcd, or gibbed; but we 
cannot fpcak with certainty of this matter, not having 
feen any of them under fail, or with the maft and 
fail an end, but what were at a great diftance from 
us. 

The only piece of iron wc faw among thefe people 
was a fmall awl, which had been made of a nail; all 
their working tools arc of ftonc, bone, fticlls, &c. as at 
the other iflands. Every one who fees tlie v ork exe¬ 
cuted with thefe tools, cannot but be ftruck with 
admiration at both the ingenuity and patience of the 
artiAcers. They had little knowledge of the utility of 
iron, but enough to prefer nails to beads, and I'uch 
trifles. Shirts, cloth, jackets, and even rags, were more 
efteemed by them chan the bell: edged tool, on wlAcIi 
account wc parted with few axes but what were given 
as prefents; however, if wc include the nails exchanged 
for curiofltics, by the companies of both fliips, with 
thofe given for rcfrefhments, &c. diey could not get 
from uslefs than 500 weight, great and fmall. 

As to the natives of thefe iflands, both fexes are of a 
common Aze with Europeans ; but with rcfpecl: to com¬ 
plexion, their colour is that ofalightiAicopper, and more 
uniformly fo than among thofe of Otaheitc and the 
Society lAes. Of our gentlemen, fome thought thefe 
people were a much handfomer race; others were of a 
contrary opinion, of which number Capt. Cook w-as 
one. It is certain, that they have in general regular 
features, with a good ftiape; they are alfo ac^vc, brilk, 
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and lively. The women arc efpecially very merry and 
fociablc, and would chat with us, without being invited, 
br if we feemed attentive,' without cdnlidering whether 
we underft^jod them or not. They appeared in general 
to be modeft: yet in fiances of thofe of a different 
charaefcf were not wanting? and having fome venereal 
complaints, Capt. Cook, took all pdfTible care, that the 
diforder fliduld not be communicated to’them'. When¬ 
ever opportunity ferved,* they difeovered a ffrdng pro- 
pcnfity to pilfering, and in the art of thieving arc full 
as knowing and dexterous as the Otaheiteans. Their 
hair, particularly of the females-, is black, but fome of 
the men have a- method of ftaining their hair with various 
colours, as white, red, aind bl'ue, which wc faw upon the 
fame head. It is wore cut fliort, andf wemet with only 
two exceptions to this cuffom. The boys have only a 
finglc lock on the top of the head, combed upwards, 
and a fmall quantity on each lide. The beards of the 
men are lliavcd quite clofe with two fhells; and even 
thofe of an advanced age have fine eyes, and in general 
good teeth. They are tattoawed from the middle of 
the thigh to above tlie hips; but among the women, 
the fkin is pundured very flightly, and that only on 
their arms and fingers. Their drefs confids of a piece 
of cloth or matting, hanging below the knees, but 
from the waift upwards they are generally naked. Their 
ornaments are bracelets^ amulets^ and necklaces, com- 
pofed of bones, fhells, and beads, of mother of pearl. 
The women have a curious apron made of the outward 
fibres of the cocoa-nut fhel'l: fmall pieces of this fluff 
arc fewed together in fuch a manner as- to form flars, 
half moons, and fquares, &:c, and the whole is fludded, 
and decorated w iih red feathers, fo as to have a pleaf- 
ing effedt. They wear alfo rings on their fingers made 
of toitoifefliell, and pendants of the fame, about the 
lize of a fmall quill; but though alf have rheir cars 
bored, yet thefe lafl kind of ornaments are not w^orn in 
common. The natives of thefe iflands make the fame 
forts of cloth, as the inhabitants- of Otaheite; but they 
have not fuch a variety, nor any of fb fine materials; 
yet having a method of glazing thdr cloth, it is more 
durable than that at Otaheite, and will refifl rain for 
fome time. Their matting is of various- kinds ? fome 
very fine, and generally ufed for cloathing ; another 
fort is thick and flrongcr, which ferves them for fails, 
and to deep on. Tlie cotours of their cloth arc black, 
brown, purple, yellow, and red; all cxtracflcd from 
vegetables. They make many little toys, which fuf- 
iicicntly evinces their ingenuity: and among their 
utenfils arc various forts of curious bafkets, fome made 
of the fame materials as their mats, and others of the 
twilled fibres of cocoa-nuts? which prove in the work- 
manfliip, that thefe people w'ant neither tafle to dc- 
fign, nor fkill to execute. How they amufe thcmfelvcs 
in their Icifurc hours, w^e cannot particularly and po- 
litively fay, being but little acquainted with their di- 
vcrlions. We were entertained frcqueotly with fongs 
from the women, in an agreeable ftile, and the mulic 
they accompanied by fnapping their fingers, fo as to 
keep time to it. Both this and their voices are very 
harmonious; and they have a confiderable compafs in 
their notes. Among their mufical inftruments, which 
came under our knowledge, they have a drum, or rather 
an hollow log of wood, on the fide of which they beat 
with two drum fticks, whereby is produced a doleful 
found, not quite fo mufical as that of an empty calk. 
We faw^ one of thefe drums five feet and a half loner, 
and thirty inches in girt. It had a flit in it from one 
end to the other, about three inches wide, by means of 
■which it had been hollowed out. They have alfo two 
mufical pipes; one a large flute made of a piece of 
bamboo, which they fill with breathing through their 
nofes: thefe have four flops, w hereas thofe at Otaheite 
have only two. The other inftrument is compofed of 
lo or II fmall reeds of unequal lengths, bound together 
fide by fide, as the Doric pipe of the ancients is Sid to 
have been. The open ends of the reeds into which 
they blow with their mouths are of equal height or in 
a line. 

In this country the manner of a falutjicion is by 


joining or touching nofes, and the difplaying a white 
flag or flags, when firangers arrive, is a furc lign of 
peace. Such were difplaycd when wc firll drew near 
the fliorc; but the people who then came on boaid 
brought with them fome peppcrplant, which theyfent 
before them into the fliip ; and a flrongcr fign offriend- 
fhip wc could not willi for. From the friendly recep¬ 
tion we experienced, and the unfurpicious man>tcr of 
their behaviour upon our landing, wc concluded, they 
are fcldom molcflcd either by foreign or domeftic ene¬ 
mies ; ncvcrthelefsthey are not without very formidable 
oflenlivc and defenfive weapons, as bows and arrow’s? 
alfo clubs and fpcars formed of hard wood-. The club^' 
arc of various ihapes, and from three to five feet in 
length. The bows and arrows arc none of the bed, the 
former being very flight, and the latter only a flender 
reed pointed with hard wood.- On the inlide of the 
bow’ is a groove, wherein is placed the arrow. Several 
of their (pears have mariy barbs, and mull be danger¬ 
ous weapons w'hci*e they take cffeel.- Another Angular 
cufiom is that of putting every thing you give them to 
their heads, by way of thanks, as we imagined; and 
where things wefe giveiT to young infants, the mother 
lifted up the child’s hand* to its head-, fo that this man¬ 
ner of paying a compliment is taught them from their 
very infancy. The fame cullom they alfo u-fed in their 
exchanges with us. It is called by the natives faga- 
fatie, and has, we believe, various fignifications, ac¬ 
cording as it is applied; all however complimentaiy. 
A flill more lingular cullom prevails among them, 
though not peculiar to the inhabitants of the Friendly 
I Acs. The greater part of both fexes had loft one or 
both of their little fingers; and, except fome young 
children, we found few* w ho had both hands perfect; but 
the reafon of this mutilation wc could not learn. They 
.alfo burn or make ificilions in the'r cheeks, near the 
check bone: the reafon of which was equally unknown 
to us. How’cvcr, fuch is the goodnefs of the climate, 
that we obferved ncitlrcr Tick nor lame among them; 
all appeared healthy, flrong and vigorous. 

The government of this country is much like that of 
Otaheite, that is, in a king or prime chief (called 
Arcckc) with other fubordinace chiefs, who are lords of 
certain difi ritfts, perhaps folc proprietors, to w horn the 
people feem to pay great obedience. We alfo per¬ 
ceived a third rank, one of whom was our friend At- 
tago, w ho Teemed to have not a little influence over the 
common pcoj^Ie. It was the opinion of Capt. Cook, 
that all the land on Tongatabu is private property, and 
that here, as at Otaheite, arc a fet of fervants, or Oaves, 
who have no property in land. Indeed, we cannot fup- 
poTe every thing to be in common, in a country iof 
richly cultivated. Few would toil if they did not ex- 
pe(Sl to reap, and enjoy the fruits of their labour as their 
own. Parties of fix, eight or ten people, would fre¬ 
quently bring fruit down to the landing place; but we 
always faw one man, or woman, fuperiiitend the fale 
of the whole, without whofe confent no exchanges 
could be made; and the things they bartered for were 
always given them, all w'hich plainly fliew's they were 
the owners, and the others only their fervants. 

Though the benevolent author of nature has 
forth liberally his bounties on thefe ifics; yet the high 
(late of cultivation their lands are in, muft have colt 
them indefatigable pains and labour: but this is noW 
amply rewarded by the great produce every where to he 
fecn, and of wdiich all partake: for no one wants the 
common ncceflaries of life: the poor are not crying 
for bread ; but joy, contentment, and chearful inirm 
arc painted in the features of everyone. Aneafyu^^^ 
dom prevails among all ranks of people; thev* havek^ 
defires they cannot gratify, and they are blclfcd , 
clime wherein the difagrecable exticmes of heat an 
cold are equally unknown. The article of water '' 
the only one of w hich they may be faid to have 
fupply ; this they are obliged to dig for. \ 

any at Amftcrdam, and but one well. At Middlebu^rg 
we found no water but what the natives had in vcliei » 
this was fwcet and cool, and probably procured not 
from the fpots where wc faw it. 
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We can fay very little of the religion of theft* people. 

The Afiatoucas may be appropriated to this purpofe-; 
hr fomc of our gentlemen thought chefe buildings were 
^nlv burying places. It is certain particular perfons made 
foceches^inthem, which we underftood to be prayers; 

haps they may be both temples and burying places, 
^ at Otaheitc; but with refpe<ft to the images being 
Mols we had many reafons to be of a contrary opinion. 
Wales told us, that one of thefe images was fet up 


for him and others to Ihoot at; not very refpedful this to 
divinity; and yet vve have feen the Portuguefe, when 
their wifhes were not gratified, treat their tutelar faints 
with much greater familiarity. It appeared however 
very plain to us, that thefe Afiatoucas are much fre¬ 
quented for one purpofe or other; for the areas before 
them w^erc covered with green fod, and the grafs w as 
very fliort, by being often fat upon and much trodden, 
which doubtlefs prevented its growth. 


- . ..— 


CHAP. rv. 

<tkc RcJoltUiott and Adventure continue their voyage from Ainflerdam^proceed for ^ueen Charlotte's Sound—An intey'vietv 
lioith ihe inhabitants—The final feparation of the two Jhips—TrmifaBions and incidents in Charlotte's Sound—The in^ 
habitants difeauered to be Cannibals—A dcfcription of the coafi—The Refolution departs from the Sound, and proceeds m 
fearch after her confort—Cmrfe of the Refolution in fearch of the fuppofed continent; and the methods purfued to ex^ 
plorc the Southern Pacific Ocean—Arrives at Rafter IJland—TranfaSlions there—An expedition into the inland part of the 
country, with an account of fame giganticftatues, and dcfcription of the whole ijland. 


O N Thurfday, the 7th of October, we made fail 
to the fouthward, and our route determined was, 
to make for Queen Charlotte’s Sound in New Zealand, 
there to take in a fupply of w'ood and water, and then 
to proceed on farther difeoveries to the S. and E. On 
the 8th, we made the ifiand of Pilftart, diftant eight 
leagues, and bearing S. W. by W. half W. This w as 
alfo difeovered by Tafman, and lies in latitude 22 deg. 

26 min. S. and in 175 deg. 59 min. W. longitude, difiant 
32 leagues from the fouth end of Middleburg, in the 
direction of S. 52 deg. W. Two remarkable hills rife 
therein of a confidcrablc height, and fcemingly dif- 
joined from each other by a low valley. We now, 
after a few hours calm, ftrctched with a S. W. wind to 
theS. E. but, on Sunday, the 10th, it veered round to 
the S. E. and E. S. E. upon which w'e refumed our 
courfc to the S. S. W. 

On Thurfday the 2 t ft at five o’clock, A. M. we made 
the land of New Zealand, extending from N. W. by 
N. to W. S. W. We now flood in fliore till wc w^crc 
abreaft of Table Gvipe and Portland Ifland, which is 
joined to it by a ledge of rocks; wc were gazed at by 
the natives as we palfed; but none of them ventured to 
come off in their canoes. We advanced to the Black 
Cape on the twcnty-fccond, and now fevcral inhabi¬ 
tants rook courage and boarded us, among whom w as 
a chief; he was clothed elegantly, and his hair was 
drefled in the high falhion of the country. Wc enter¬ 
tained him in the cabbin, and his companions fold us 
fomefilh. Thefe people were very fond of nails, and 
the chief received them with much greater cagenicfs 
ihan when the captain gave him hogs, fowls, feeds, 
and roots. We obtained from him a promifenot to kill 
any, and if he keeps his word, there arc enough to 
Itock the whole ifland; the prefent confiffed of two 
fows, tw'o boars, four hens, and two cocks; wc like- 
^vife gave him fcveral iifefiil feeds, and inflru(fl:cd him 
in the manner of fetting them. Thefe people very 
well remembered the Endeavour having been on their 
coaft. The Adventure was now a good way to Iccw'ard, ‘ 
and as w'e were obliged to tack, flic was confcqiicntly 
feparated from us ; but we w ere joined by her on the 
iwcnty*fourth. The w ind w as now very high, fo that 
Wc could carry' hardly any fail; we endeavoured to 
make Cape Pallifcr, the northern point of Eakeino- 
mauwc, but wc had fuch a hard gale for two days, that 
dmvc us off the land juft as wc were in fight of port. 
Inis was very mortifying; but two favourable circum- 
lances attended it, for w c w ere in no danger of a Icc- 
nnre, and it was fair over head. In the evening of 
^ !^.‘-''’^’nty-fifch we endeavoured to find the Adventure, 

" nicb the Itorni had feparated, but without cffe(ft, the 
Weather being lb hazy, that we could not fee a mile 
nund us. On i;he twenty-eighth w'c faw the Adventure 
nut five miles to lc*cw aid, and wc kept company with 
night of the twenty-ninth, when Ihe difap- 
nor did we fee her at day-light. Charlotte 


Sound w'as the appointed place of rendezvous ; and as 
w'c had feparated from the Adventure, we w ere obliged 
to make for it, otherwife Capt. Cook would have fought 
a fupply of wood and water further fouth. We flood 
to the caftward, in hopes of meeting with the Adven¬ 
ture. On the fccond ©f November the morning was 
very clear, and wc kept a ftiarp look-out for the Ad¬ 
venture; but as we could not fee her, we judged fhc 
was got into the Sound. We accordingly made for the 
Ihore of Eakeinomauwe. In doing which w c d fco- 
vered an inlet, which the captain had never obferved 
before, on the eaft fide of Cape Tecrew hittc. \\b an¬ 
chored in twelve fathoms w ater, at the entrance of this 
inlet; and fcveral of the inhabitants came on board, 
who w ere extravagantly fond of nails. We ran up into 
Ship Cove on the third of November, w here w e ex¬ 
pected to fee the Adventure, but were difappoinccd. 
Here wc were obliged to unbend the fails, w hich had 
been very much damaged in the late florins. Several 
people came on board, who remembered the Endea¬ 
vour when on this coaft, particularly an old man called 
Goubiah. The empty cafks were ordered on fhorc, and 
the ncceffary repairs both to them and the fhips were or¬ 
dered to be made. We w'ere unfucccfsful in our fifliing 
parties, w ho caught no fifh, but w ere well fuppliedby' 
the natives with that ufeful article. On opening the 
bread cafks, wc found a great deal of it damaged ; 
that which remained good wc baked over again, in or¬ 
der to preferve it. 

On Friday the fifth, one of the natives took an op¬ 
portunity of Healing one of the feamen’s bag of cloaths, 
which, w ith fome difficulty, wc recovered. This made 
our people more cautious in future. We found one of 
the lows which Capt. Furneaux had put on fliore, and 
w ere informed that the boar and other fow' were taken to 
another part, but not killed. We were mortified very 
much when we heard that old Goubiah had killed the 
two goats which Captain Cook put on Ihorc, and w ere 
concerned to think that our endeavours to flock this 
country with ufeful animals were likely to be rendered 
fruitless, by thofc very people for whofc benefit they 
were defigned. But nature nad amazingly affifted our 
intentions in the gardens, w here every thing was in a 
flourifhing ftate, except the potatoes, which wei-e motl 
of them dug up. Wc put on Ihore another boar and 
fow, w'ith two cocks, and four hens, Wc purchafed. a 
large quantity of fifli from the natives, who were very 
much inclined to theft; we detected them picking our 
pockets very frequently. Several 11 rangers came to 
vifitus in five canoes, they took up their quartci-s in a 
cave near us, and decamped the next morning with fix 
of our final! water calki. All the people whom we. 
found on our arrival likcw'ife went with them. Some 
of them returned in a day or two, and fupplicd us with 
fifli. 

On Monday, the fifteenth, we made a party to the 
fuminit of one of the hills, in order to look for the 
2 O Adven- 
























Adveiiture, but were difappointcd, and totally at a 
lofs to know what was become of her. When we re¬ 
turned, the natives were collecftcd round our ^ 
whom we made fomc prefents, and w'cnt on board. v\ e 

were very wxll fuppUed with fifli during our flay here. 
On the tw'enty-fccond w e took one boar and three lows, 
together with fomc cocks and hens, into the woods, 
where we left them with provifion fufficient for 
tw’elvedays, with hopes that the natives would not di - 
cover them till they had bred. Our oiTicershaving vi- 
fitcd the dwelling-places offeyeral of the natives, found 
fome human Ixines, from which the flefli appeared to 
be lately taken; and on the twenty-third, they being on 
11-iorc, faw the head and bowels of a youth, lately 
killed, lying on the beach; his heart was fluck ona 
fork, and fixed at the fore part of one of the largeft ca¬ 
noes. The head was bought, and brought on boaijd, 
w here one of the natives broiled and eat it before the 
whole fliip’s company, and the fight made fevcral o 
them fick. Oedidee, whom we had brought with us, 
cxprclfed his horror at this tranfaclion in tenns which 
it is impofiible for us to deferibe. It is certain that the 
New Zealanders arc cannibals, which this circumflance 
fully proves; but from all w^e could learn, they only 
cat the fiefii of thofe flain in battle. This youth had 
fallen in a fkirmilh with fome of the natives, as w ell as 
fcveral others; but how' many, or w'hat was the caufe 
of the quarrel, w'e could not learn. 

Our crew had for 3 months pall lived almofl wholly 
on frelli provifions and vegetables, and w e had, at this 
time, neither a fcorbutic nor fick perfon on board. 
Before we quitted the Sound, we left a memorandum, 
fetting forth the day of our departure, w'hat courfe w'e 
intended fleering, &c. and buried it in a bottle, w’hcrc 
it mufl be difeovered, fiiould Capt. Furneaux touch 
here, though we did not place any great expedation 
in fudi an event. We failed from hence on the twenty- 
fifth of November, and fought the Adventure in fe¬ 
ral harbours, but without effed. All hopes of feeing 
her again were now vaniflied, and we fet about our in¬ 
tended difeoveries by ourfclves. The fliip’s company 
were pcrfcdly fatisfied w'ith Gapt. Cook’s care and con- 
dud, and did not exprefs any uncafinefs at our being 
unattended. 

On Friday, the twenty-fixth, we fleered to the fouth, 
and on Monday the fixth of December found ourfelves 
antipodes to our London friends. We were then in 
S. latitude co deg. 17 min. and E. longitude 179 deg. 
40 min. We met w'ith fevcral flights of our old com¬ 
panions, albatrolfcs, petrels, &c. Wc failed through 
large quantities of loofc ice on the fourteenth of No¬ 
vember, and difeovered many ice iflands. We were 
foon embayed by the ice, and w'crc obliged to flretch to 
the N. W. We were now in much danger, owing to the 
ice iflands and the fog. Wc attempud to take fome of 
the ice on board, but without elfcdl; but on the feven- 
teenth wc fuccccdcd, and got on board as much as we 
could manage. 

Tuefday, the twcnty-firfl, we came the fecond time 
within the antardic circle; and on a fudden got a- 
monga great quantity of loofe ice, and a cluflcr of ice 
illands, w hich it was very difficult to llccr clear of, as 
the fog w'as very thick. On the nventy-fourth they in- 
creafed fo fafl upon us, that we could fee near an hun¬ 
dred round us, befides an allonilhing quantity of fmall 
pieces. Here we fpent the twenty-fifth, being Chrift- 
mas-day, in much the fan^ manner as w'C did the pre 
ceding one. 

. ^ On the fecond of January, w’e fleered 

* ^ 774 * jn order to explore great part of 

the fea between us and our track to the fouth; but w'ere 
obliged to fleer north-eallcrly the next day, and could 
not accomplifii our defign. Many of the people were 
attacked with flight fevers while we were in thefe high 
latitudes, but happily they w'ere cured in a few. days, 
faking every circumllance into confideration, it is not 
very probable that there is any extenlive land in our 
track from Otaheitc, which was about two hundred 
leagues; and that any lay to the weft is ftill lefs pro¬ 
bable ; wc therefore fleered N. E. There was no fign 


view; on tne wiuun 

the antaraic circle. On Sunday, the thirtieth, we faw 
a very extenfive field of ice, and within the field we 
diftincftly enumerated nincty-feven ice hills of various 
fizes; it is probable that fuch mountains of* ice were 
never feen in the Greenland feas. On this account, the 
attempt to get farther to the fouth, though not abfo- 
lutely impofiible, w'as yet both rafti and dangerous. 
The majority of us were of opinion that this ice ex¬ 
tended to the pole, as it might pofiiblyjoin fome land 
to which it has been contiguous fince the earlieft times. 
Should there be land to the fouth behind this ice, it 
certainly can afford no better retreat for man, bcafl, or 
birds, than the ice itfelf, with wliich it mull certainly 
be covered. As we could not go any farther to the 
fouth, w'C thought it advifeable to tack, and fland back 
to the north, being at this time in the lat. 71 deg. 10 
min. S. and 106. deg. 54 min. W. Happily for us we 
tacked in good time; for we had no fooner done it, than 
a Very thick fog came on; which would have been 
highly dangerous when we fell in w'ith the ice. 

On the firft of February we were able to take in fome 
more ice, which, though it was cold work to collccl, 
ferved us for prefent confumption when melted. Capt. 
Cook was now well fatisfied that no continent was to be 
found in this ocean, but that which is totally inaccef- 
fible; he therefore detennined to pafs the enfuing win¬ 
ter within the tropic, if he met with no other objedl 
w'orth purfuing. It was determined to fleer for the 
land difeovered by Juan Fernandez, or, in failure of 
this purfuit, to fearch for Eafter Ifiaiid or Davis’s 
Land, which we knew very little about. The failors, 
and all on board acceded to thefe defigns, and were 
happy at the thoughts of getting into a warmer cli¬ 
mate. We had continual gales from the eighth to the 
twelfth inftant, when it fell a dead calm. The w'eather 
varied every day confiderably till the twenty-fifth, when 
Capt. Cook was perfuaded that the difeovery of Juan 
Fernandez, if any fuch was ever made, could be no¬ 
thing but a fmall ifland, not worth notice. On the 
twenty-fifth, Capt. Cook was taken fo ill as to be 
obliged to keep his bed, and recovered very fiowly. 

It is fomething very extraordinary, that when he could 
cat nothing elfe he had a mind to a dog of Mr. Forftcr s, 
which was killed, and he reliflied both the fiefliand 
the broth made of it. This feems very odd kind 01 
food for a fick man; and, in the opinion of many peo¬ 
ple, w'ould create much greater ficknefs than it was 
likely to be any means of removing. 

On the 11 th of March land was feen from the malt- 
head, which proved to be Eafter Ifiand: and on the 
13th, we came to an anchor in 36 fathoms water, be¬ 
fore the fandy beach. One of the natives came on 
board the fhip, where he ftaid two nights. He mea- 
fured the length of the fliip, and called the number l^y 
the fame names as the Otaheiteans do; but otherwilc 
W'e could not underftand his language. A party 01 
w^ent afliore on the 14th, and found a great number 0 
the natives alfembled, w'ho were pacifically incline , 
and feemed defirous to fee us. We made figns 0^ 
fomething to eat, after we had diftributed fome trinkc 
among them ; they brought us fomc fugar-cancs, pota¬ 
toes, and plantains. Wc very foon found out that tlie t 
gentlemen were as expert thieves as any before me 
W'ith; we could fcarce keep any thing in our pockc , 
and it was with fome difficulty that we could P 
hats upon our heads. Thefe people feemed to . 7 

Hand the ufe of a mufket, and to be very much alt 
of it. Here were fevcral plantations of potatoes, . 
canes, and plantains; *but otherwife the 
pcared barren and without wood. Wc found a 
brackilli water, and faw fomc fowls. As the nat 
did not feem unwilling to part w'ith thefe articles, ^ ^ 
as wc were in want of them, wc determined to 
few days. A trade was accordingly opened ^ 

natives, and we got on board a few calks of 
party of officers and men wero font up the 
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to examine ic; and Capt. Cook remained on Ihorc 

the natives. An advantageous trade for potatoes 
t'ropened, but loon put a (lop to by the owners of the 
S from whence they were dug. t feems tl-.at they 
L i ftolen thefe potatoes ; tor they all ran away at his 
From this circumftance it is pretty evident 


nroach. From 
h t they arc nor more ftridly honefl: arnongft them- 
felves than to ftrangers. This reconnoimng party were 
f lowed by a crowd of natives ; and before they had 
nroceeded far, they were met by a middle-aged man, 
P 1 his face painted. He had a fpear m his hand, 
^ 1 w'alked along with him, keeping his countr>'men 
diftance, that our people might receive no molef- 
^ ion from them. This man was punctured from head 
to foot. They found the greateft part of the iiland 
barren*; though in many places there were planta¬ 
tions of the roots before mentioned. They met with 
the ruins of three platforms of ftone work. On each 
of thefe platforms had rtood four very large ftatucs, 
madeofftone, but they were now fallen to the ground, 
and much defaced. Thefe (latues ^'cre fifteen feet 
long, and fix feet broad acrofs the Ihouiders. On the 
head of each Itatue was a round red flonc, of confider- 
abie magnitude. Travelling on, they found in fome 
places a poor fort of iron ore, and afterwards came to 
a fruitful part of the iiland, on which were feveral 
plantations. They could get no gcod water in their 
journey ; but they were obliged to drink what they could 
get, on account of the extremity of their thirft. They 
found the natives fo addicted to theft, that they were 
obliged to fire fome I'mall (liot at a* man, who took 
fiorn them their bag of provilions and implement . 
The fhot hit this fellow in the back, on which he 
dropped the bag and fell; but he foon afterwards got 


up and walked off. Some delay was occaiioned by 

this affair. The man before mentioned ran round them 
and repeated feveral words, which they could not un- 
derfland ; and afterwards they were very good friends 
together, no one attempting to (leal any thing more. 
A number of the natives were afTcmblcd together on 
a hill at fome diftance, with fpears in llicir hands, but 
difperfed at the defire of their countrymen. There ap¬ 
peared to be a chief among them, which wore a bet¬ 
ter cloth than the reft. He had a fine open counte¬ 
nance, and was very well made. His face was painted, 
and his body pundured. They met w’ith fome pretty 
frefli water towards the eaftern end of this ifiand, but 
it was rendered dirty by acuftom which the inhabitants 
have of walhing thcmfelve-- in it as foon as they have 
drank. Let the company be ever fo large, the firft that 
■gets to the wtII jumps into the middle of ic, drinks his 
.fill, and wafhes himfelf all over j the next docs the 
fame, and fo on till all of them have drank and 
walked. 

Great numbers of the gigantic ftatucs, before de- 
feribed, are to be feen on this part of the iiland ; one 
of which they meafured, and found it to be twenty- 
feven feet long, and eight feet broad acrofs the Ihouiders. 
One of thefe figures, of an aftonilhlng height, being 
ftanding, it aftbrded ftiade for the whole party to dine 
under, which confifted of thirty perfons. Many gained 
the fummit of a hill, but could not fee any bay or 
creek, nor difeover any figns of frefti water. They re¬ 
turned to the ftiip in the evening. No ftirubs-worth 
mentioning were found in this excurfion, neither did 
they fee an animal of any fort, and but very few birds. 
They could not difeover any thing in the whole iiland 
to induce fliips, in the utmoft diftrefs, to touch at it. 


jp- 


CHAP. V. 


fbe Refolu/ion Jails from Eajler Ijlaud to the Marqiiefas—^rayfaBtons and incidents ivhiie floe Jay in Rejohtion Bay^ in the 
ijhndof St. Chrijiina—Departs from the Marqiiefas—^hefe ijlands deferibedy with an account of the inhabit ant Sy their 
mflonisy fsfr .—The Refolulion prepares to leave OtaheiLe—Another naval revmv—A deferiplion of the ijland—Her ar 
rival at the ijland of Huaheine—An expedition into the fame—Various incidents related—The flAp proceeds to Vlieiea — 
Her reception there—Incidents during her flay—Charailer of Oedtdee—General obfervations on the ijlands. 


O N Wednefday, the i6th of March, we took our 
departure from Eafter Ific, and ftecred for the 
Marquefas iflands. intending to make fome ftay there 
if nothing material intervened. On the 6th of April, 
wc difeovered an iiland, when we were in latitude 9 
deg. 20 min. and longitude 138 deg. 14 min. we were 
about nine leagues diftance from it. \Vc foon difeo¬ 
vered another, more cxienfivc than the former, and 
prefently afterwards a third arid a fourth; thefe were 
the Marquefas difeovered in 1595 by Mendana. After 
various unfuccefsftil trials to come to an anchor, we 
came at lalFbefore Mendana’s port, and anchored in 
thirty-tbiir fathoms water, at the entrance of the bay. 
Several canoes appeared, filled with natives, but ic was 
Jj ith fome difficulty they w'crc perfuaded to come along- 
hde; they were at laft induced by fome fpike nails and 
ahatchet. From thefe people we got fome filh and 
muc. Great numbers of them came along-lide next 
morning, and brought with them one pig, fome bread- 
and plantains, for which they received nails, &c. 
often deteded them in keeping our goods, and 
'"cturn; which praiftice was not put a ftop 
otill Cape. Cook fired a mufket-bali over the head of 
^ncman, who had repeatedly ferved us fo. Wc wanted 
oget farther into the bay, and accordingly fought after 
cS moor the ftiip in. When Cape, 

fir A k many natives on board, he de- 

cerr ‘ i ‘^ght be well looked after,or they would 
many thefts. Before the captain was 
fom ^ canoe, with 

ironV^^v.**^ her, were making off with one of the 
; ^^'chions from the oppolitc gangway. The cap- 
^^^mediately ordered them to lire over the canoe. 


but not to kill any body. There was fuch a noife on 
board, that his orders were not diftimflly heard, and 
the poor thief was killed at the third ftiot. The reft: 
that were in the canoe leaped overboard, but got in 
again juft as Capt. Cook came up to them, and threw 
overboard the ftanchion. One of the men fat laughing 
as he laded the blood and water out of the boat, but the 
other looked very ferious and dejetfted. Wc after¬ 
wards had reafon to think that the father of the latter 
had been ftiot. The natives retired \ntli great precipi¬ 
tation at this unhappy accident; but their fears were in 
fome mcafure allayed by the captain’s following them 
into the bay, and making them prefents. We found 
frefti water alliorc, which wc very much wanted. One 
would have imagined that the fatality attending one 
poor fellow’s thieving, would have difeouraged them 
from making any more attempts of the like nature; 
but no fooncr was our kedge anchor out, but two men 
came from the ftiorc, wanting to take away the buoy, 
not knowing what was faftened to it. Left they fliould 
take away the buoy, a fhot was fired, w hich fell ftiort 
of them: of this they took not the Icaft notice; but 
when another was fired, which went over their heads, 
they iiiftantly let go the buoy, and returned to the 
ftiorc. This laft Ihot had a good effedf; for by this 
they faw that they iverc not fafe at any diftance, and 
they were ever aftel^vards much terrified at the light of 
the muftcct. However, they ft ill continued to pradife 
their art of thieving; but it was judged better to 
put up with ic, as wc did not intend making a long 
ftay here. A man who had the appearance of a chief 
came off to us with a pig upon his ftiouldcr; he was 
prefented with a hatchet in return, and afterwards great 
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numbers of the natives came along-fide, and carried 
on foinc tralhc. Peace being now ertabliHicd, anothci 
party of men were fent afhorc. The natives received 
us cwillv, and we got a fupply of water, as well as 
fome hogs and fruit. On the 9th, another party went 
afliorc, and were met by a chief of fome confequcncc, 
attend , d by feveral of the natives. Prefents were made 
to him; but we could not prevail on him to return 
with us to dinner. In the afternoon another 
madetothefouthern cove, which came to the houie 
that belonged to the man we had killed. His Ion inhe¬ 
rited his fubllance, which conlifted of five or fix {Mgs , 
but he fled at our approach. We fliould have been 
glad to have feen him, as we wanted to convince hini 
that we bore the nation no ill-will, though we kille 
his father, and to have made him fome prefents by way 
of a fmall compenfation. We colleded a good many 
pigs and other refreflimcnts this day, and rctumc 
on board in the evening. We alfo obtained ^^^^al 
pigs from the different canoes that came along-tide or 
us on the loth inflant; and by this time we had a lut- 
ficient number to afford the crews a frefli meal. A 
party was made on this day, which was fucceisful in 
the purchafe of fcveml more pigs, and a large quantity 
of fruit. We had now a fine profpeeff of getting a 
fupply of all manner of refrefhments ; but our expec¬ 
tations were fruftrated, by fome of our crew having 
been on fhore, and felling them fuch articles as they 
had never before feen, which made the natives defpifc 
the hatchets and nails, which before they fo much 
prized. As this was the cafe, and w'c had much need 
of rcfrcfliment, having been a long time at fea, it w^as 
determined to remove our quartei’s, and make fail for 
Otaheite, hoping to fall in with fome of thofc iflands 
difeovered by the Dutch and other navigators, where 
our wants might be cffedually relieved. We had been 
nineteen wrecks at fea, living the whole time upon fait 
provilions, and therefore could not but want fome re- 
frelhmcnts ; yet we mufl own, with grateful acknow¬ 
ledgments to goodnefs fupreme, that on our arrival 
here, it could Icarcely be faid we had one lick man, and 
but a few w'ho had the leaft complaint. This Capt. 
Cook attributed to the number of antifcorbutic articles 
on board, and to the great attention of the furgeon, 
who was very careful to apply them in time. On Mon¬ 
day, the nth, at three o’clock, we w'eighed from St. 
Chriftina, and ftood over for La Dominica, and the 
night w'as fpent in plying between the two ifles. On 
the 12th, we ftecred to the S. and at five P. M. Refo- 
lution Bay bore E. N. E. half E. diftant five leagues, 
a,nd the ifland of Magdalena about nine leagues, which 
‘was the only view' we had of it. 

But we lliall now^ in our narrative return to the Mar- 
quefas. Thefe are five in number, namely, Ki Mag¬ 
dalena, St. Pedro, La Dominica, Santa Chriftina, and 
what we named Hood’s I (land, which is the northern- 
moft, in latitude 9 deg. 26 min. S. Its breadth is un¬ 
equal, and it is about 16 leagues in circumference. The 
furfacc is full of rugged hills rifing in ridges, which 
arc disjoined by deep valleys cloathed with wood, as 
arc the fides of fome of the hills; the afpe6t is, however, 
barren; yet it is ncverthelcfs inhabited. St. Pedro is 
about three leagues in circuit, and lies fouth four leagues 
and a half from the eaft end of La Dominica. Chrif¬ 
tina lies under the fame parallel, four leagues more to 
the w'eft. This illc is nine miles in length, and about 
twenty-one in circumference. Thefe ifiands occupy 
one degree in latitude, and nearly half a degree in lon¬ 
gitude, namely, from 138 deg. 47 min. to 139 deg. 13 
inin. W. which is the longitude of the weft end of 
Dominica. 

The port of Madrc de Dios, w'hich w'as named Re- 
folution Bay, is fituated not far froni the middle of the 
weft fide of St. Chriftina, under the higheft land in the 
ifland. The fouth point of the bay is a fteep rock, termi¬ 
nating in a {leaked hill. The north jioint is not fo 
high, and rifes in a more gentle flope. In the bay are 
two fandy coves *, in each of which is a rivulet of ex¬ 
cellent water. For w'oodingand w atering, the northern 
cove is moft#<mvenicnt. We faw here the little caf- 


cade mentioned by Quiros. Mendana's pilot; bat the 
village is in the other cove. 

The produdions of thefe iHcs, which came within 
our knowledge, are nearly the fame as at the Society 
Ides namely, hogs, fowls, plantains, yams, and fome 
other roots; alfo bread fruit and cocoa-nuts, but of 
thefe not in abundance. Trifles highly valued at the 
Society Ifles, arc lightly eftcemed here, and even nails, 
at laft. in their opinion, lofl: their value. 

The natives, in general, arc the hnettraccof people 
in this fea. They furpafs all other nations for flrape 
and regular features. The alfinity of their language to 
that of Otaheite, and the Society Ifles, thews that they 
are of the fame nation. Oedidee could converfe with 
them, though we could not. The men are curioufly 
tactoawed, from head to foot, with various figures, that 
feem to be dircclcd more by fancy than by cufloni. 
Thefe {junctures caufe the Ikiii to appear ot a dark 
hue; but the women who arc not much punctured, and 
vourhs who are not at all, are as fair as fome Euro¬ 
peans. The men are about five feet fix inches high; 
but none of them w’ere fat and lufty like the Earees of 
Otaheite, yet we faw not any that could be called 
meagre.' Their eves arc neither full nor lively; their 
teeth not fo good as thofc of other nations, and their 
hair is of many colours, except red. Some have it 
long ; the moft prevailing cuftom is to wear it fliort; 
but a bunch on each fide of the crown they tic in a 
knot. In trimming their beards, which is in general 
long, they obferve different modes: fome part it, and 
tie It in two bunches .under the chin; fome plait it,fome 
wear it loofe, and others quite Ibort. Their cloathing 
is much the fame as at Otaheite, but not fo good, nor 
in fujch plenty. The men, for the moft part, cover 
their nakednefs wdth the Marra, w hich is a flip of cloth 
paffed round the waift, and between the legs. This 
limple drefs is quite fulficient for modefty, and the cli¬ 
mate. The w'omcn wear a piece of cloth round their 
loins, like a petticoat, reaching below' the middle of 
their legs, and a loofe mantle over their Ihoulders. 
Their head-drefs, and w hat feems to be their principal 
ornament, is a broad fillet, made curioufly ot the fibres 
of the hulks of cocoa-nuts, in the front of which is 
placed a mother-of-pearl Ihcll, w rought round to the 
lizc of a tca-faucer. Near this is one fmallcr, of vciy 
fine tortoifelhcll, perforated in curious figures; and m 
the center is another round piece of mocher-ot-pearl, 
about the fizeof half a crown; before which is another 
piece of perforated tortoifclhell the fize of a fhilling* 
Some have this decoration on each tide, in 
pieces ; and all have annexed to them the tail-feathers 
of cocks or tropic birds, which ftand upright, and the 
whole makes a very fingular ornament. Round t c 
neck they wear a kind of ruff or necklace of light wo > 
covered with fmall red peas, fixed on wdth pjtn. 
Round their legs and arms they have bunches ot hu¬ 
man hair, faftened to a firing. Inftead of hair th^ 
foii'ictimes ufe fliort feathers j but all thefe ornaiiien 
we feldom faw' on the fame perfon. The chiet indee » 
who came to vifit us.w'as completely dreffed in this man¬ 
ner; but their ordinary ornaments are necklaces an 
amulets compofed of fliells, &c. All had their ca 
pierced, yet wx faw not any wdth ear-rings. . 

Their houfes are in the valleys, and on the tides 
hills, near their plantations, built after the 
ner as at Otaheite, but much meaner, being only 
vered with the leaves of the bread-tree. Moft ot t k ^ 
are built on a pavement of ftonc, an oblong, or ^ 
which is raifed above the level of the ground. 1 
pavements are likewife near their dw'cllings, on w 1 
they cat and amufc thcmfclves. In their ^ jn 

people are nor very cleanly. They are alfo^di y 
their cookery. They drefs their pork in an 
ftones; but fruit and roots they roaft, 
taken oft' the rind, they put them into a trough ' 
w ater, out of which w'c have feen both men ana 
eat at the fame time. Once we faw them make a ^ 
ter of fruit and roots in a vcffel that was 
dirt, and out of which the hogs had been that 
eating, without wafliing cither that, or their n 
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,. I equally dirty ; but the aaions of a few in- 
nre not fufficient to fix a cuftom on a whole 
Their weapons arc clubs and fpcars; They 
!I!ve alfd dings with which they throw ilbnes with great 
Lritv but not with a good aim. Their cartocs Arc 
of wood, and the bark of a fdh tree, which 
Lws near the fca, and is very proper for the purpofe; 
?h**ir length is from fixtecn to twenty feet, and their 
llrtacich about hfteen inches. The head arid ftem arc 
bnned out of two folid pieces of m ood; the former 
is curved, and the latter ends in a point} the latter, 
which projeds horizontally, is decorated with a rude 
carved figure, haying a faint refemblancc of a human 
Ihane and face. Some of thefe canoes have a lattccn 
fail but they arc generally rowed with paddles. The 
onlv tame fowls we faw were cocks and hens; and of 
quadrupeds no ocher than hogs; but the woods were 
w’cll inhabited by fmall birds, whofe pluiv.agC is ex¬ 
ceeding beautiful, and their notes fwcctly varied. We 
did not fiioot as many of them as we might have done, 
from ipprehenfions of alarming and terrifying the na¬ 
tives: • 

On Sunday, the 17th, at ten o’clock A. M. having 
ftccrcd W. by S. land was feen bearing W. half N. 
bcino- a chain of low iflots, connected together by a 
reef'of coral rocks. We ranged the N. W. coaft till 
wc came to a creek or inlct^ and which feemed to have 
a communication with a lake in the center of the ifland. 
Having a defire of furveying thefe half drowned iflots, 
wc hoified out a boat, and font the mafl :!* in to found. 
While the Refolution ran along the coaft. the natives 
vere feen in dift'erent places armed with long fpears and 
clubs, and a group of them were obferved on one fide 
of the creek. As they fliewcd fome iigns of a friendly 
difpofition, two boats were fent afliore well armed, 
under the command of Lieutenant Cooper, who was 
accompanied by Mr. Forfter. We faw our people land 
without any oppolition from a few natives Handing on 
the fiiorc ; but perceiving, a little time after, forty or 
fifty, all anned, coming down to join them, we Hood 
clofcr in fliorc, w ith the view'of fupporting our people 
in cafe they fliould be attacked ; but our boat returned 
v.’ithout any thing of this kind having happened. By 
Mr. Cooper wc were informed, that many of the na¬ 
tives hovered about the (kirts of the wood with fpears 
in their hands ; and that the prefents he made to thofc 
0:1 fliore were received with great coolncfs. When 
their reinforcement arrived, his party thought it mofl 
prudent to embark, efpccially as the captain had or¬ 
dered them to avoid, if polTiblc, an attack. When 
the crew, 6cc. were all in the boats, fome of the na¬ 
tives attempted to pulh them olf, others feemed dif- 
pofed to detain them *, at length they fuftcred our peo¬ 
ple to depart at their Icifurc. One of them procured a 
dog for a Angle plantain, which led us to conje< 51 ure 
this was not a production of their ifland ; indeed, they 
faw no fruit but cocoa-nuts, of which they could get, 
by barter, only tw o dozen. When the malter returned 
from founding in the creek, he reported that there was 
no paflage from thence into the lake; and that the 
creek, at its entrance, was fifty fathoms wide, and 
thirty deep ; farther up thirty wide, and twelve deep ; 
that the bottom was rocky, and the tides bounded by 
coral rocks. We were not inclined to run the fliip into 
fuch a place, and therefore, after having formed fome 
judgment of the natives, w'c prepared to proceed on 
new difcovc’rics. 

I he natives call thi.s ifland Tiookca, which w'as dif- 
covered and vifited by Commodore Byron. It is of an 
oval form, about thirty miles in circumference, and 
jcs in 14 deg. 27 min. 30 fee. S. latitude, and in 144 
^^in. W. longitude. They, and perhaps all 
uc inhabitants of the low' iflands, arc of a much 
‘itker colour than ihofe of the higher ones, and feem 
tuorc lavage in their nature. Thefe low iflands arc 
not fo fertile as fome others ; the inhabitants arc much 
^oied to the fun; they depend upon the fca for their 
^»pport, by which means they arc darker in colour, 
c? >*061111; yet there is no doubt of tlicir being 

I the fame nation.’ A fifli is an emblem of their pro- 
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feflion, and a figure of one was marked on the bodies 
of the men, who in general are well made, flout, and 
fierce; 

On Monday, the 18th, w'e faw fiich another ifland 
as that we had left, to the weflw'ard, which we reached 
by eight o’clock A. M. Wc ranged the S. E; fide at 
one mile diftant from the Ihore. It lies S. W. by W. 
two leagues from the weft end of Tiookea, ih 14 deg. 
37 rriih. S. latitude, and in 145 deg. 16 min. W. lon¬ 
gitude. Thefe we apprehend to be the fame, to which 
Commodore Byron gave the name of George’s iflands. 
We left them on the 19th, and at feven o’clock A. M. 
difeovered another of thefe half-overflowed iflands, 
which arc fo common in thefe fouthern latitudes. In 
general they are furroimded with an unfathomable fca* 
and their interior parts are covered with lakes, which 
would be excellent harbours, were they not fliut up 
from thi accefs of flnpping, w hich, according to the 
report of the natives, is thb cafe with mofl of them. 
Of the great number we ranged, not a paflage w'as to 
be difeovered into one of them. We were told, that 
they abound with filh, particularly turtle, on which 
the natives fublift, and fometimes exchange with the 
inhabitants of the higher iflands for cloth, &c. This 
ifland, (by which, while in this part of the ocean, wc 
would be uriderftood to mean a number of little ifleSi 
or iflots, connected together into one by a reef of coral 
rocks) is about five leagues long, and three broad, and 
is in 15 deg. 26 min. S. latitude, and in 146 deg. 20 
min. longitude. Near the fouth end wc difeovered 
from the mail head, dii’cant four leagues^ another of 
thefe low' ifles ; foon after a third, bearing S; W. by S. 
It extends W. N. W. and E. S. E. in which direiflion 
its length is twenty-one miles, but its breadth not more 
than fix. It appears, in every refpeiH, like the tefl, 
only it has few er iflots, and Icfs finn land on the reef 
which furrounds the lake. While ranging the north coafl, 
we faw people, huts, canoes, and what appeared to be 
ftages for drying of fifli. The natives were armed with 
the fame weapons, and feemed to be the fame fort, as 
thofe in the ifland of Tiookea. Approaching now the 
w eft end we faw a fourth ifland, bearing N. N. E. It 
lies fix leagues weft from the firft. Thefe four clufters, 
wc named Pallifer’s ifles, in honour of Sir Hugh Pal- 
lifer, comptroller of the navyi 

On Wednefday the 20th, at day-break, hauling round 
the w eft end of the third ifland, we found a great fwcll 
rolling in from the S. by which we knew that we w'erc 
clear of thefe low iflands; and being not within fight of 
land, we made the beft of our way for Otaheite, hav-4 
ing a ftrong gale at eaft, attended with fliowers of rain. 
It is here ncceflary to take notice, that this part of the 
ocean, from the latitude 20 deg. down to 12 deg. and 
from the meridian of 138 deg. to 150 deg. W. is fo 
ftrewed w'ith low ifles, that a navigator cannot proceed 
w ith too much circumfpcblion; but w hethcr thefe ifles 
be any of ihofe difeovered, and laid down in the charts 
of the Dutch navigators,, cannot be detennined with 
any degree of certainty; efpecially when w'e confidcri 
that their difcoverics are not handed dow n to us with 
fufficient accuracy. Thurfday, the 2irt, we made the 
high land of Otaheite; by fun-fet was in with Point 
Venus, and the next morning, at eight o’clock, an¬ 
chored in Matavai Bay, in feven fathoms w'ater. Our 
arrival was no fooncr Imown to the natives, than they 
paid us a vifit, cxprelTed the mofl: lively congratula¬ 
tions, and fupplied us with fifli and fruit fufficient for 
the w hole crew. Our firft bufmefs was to creCt tents 
for the reception of fuch of our people as were required 
on ftiorc. Sick we had none, for the refrcfliments we 
got at the Marquefas, had been the means of removing 
every complaint of the fcorbutic kind, and of pre- 
ferving the whole crew in good health. We alfo lent 
afhorc Mr. Wales’s inftruments; our chief reafon for 
putting into this place being to afford him an oppor* 
tunity to afeertain the error of the watch by the known 
longitude, and to determine precifely its rate of going. 

On Sunday, the 24th, Otoo and other chiefs, with a 
train of attendants, brought us ten large hogs, befides 
fruit, which made their vifit exceedingly agreeable. As 
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the king’s coining had been announced to us, and know¬ 
ing how much it was our intcreft to keep this chief our 
friend, Capt. Cook met him at the tents, andcondueC(^ 
the whole of this retinue, with himfelf, on board, 
wlicrethey Haid dinner, and appeared highly pleafcd 
with their reception. Next day, notwithltanding we 
had much thunder, lightning, and rain, thekingcame 
again to fee us, and brought with him another prelcnt, 
confining of a large quantity of refrelhments. When 
at Amllerdam, we had collected, among other curio- 
lities, fome red parrot feathers. Thefe precious ya^ 
luables procured us hogs, fruit, and every other thing 
the ifland afforded. Our having them was a fortunate 
Gircumllance ; for our ftock in trade being greatly ex- 
haufted, without thefe we lliould have found it diffi¬ 
cult to have fupplied the fliip w ith necelfary refrelli- 
inents. When we put into this ifland, we intended^ to 
flay no longer than Mr. Wales had made the nccefl'ary 
obfervations for the purpofes already mentioned ; and 
fuppofing we fhould meet with no better fuccefs than 
we did the lafl time w;e were here. But the reception 
we had already met with, and the few excurfions w'e had 
made to the plains of Matavai and Oparree, convinced 
us of our error; for at thefe two places we found built, 
and building, a large number of canoes and houfes of 
every kind.: people Jiving in fpacious houfes, who had 
not a place to flicker themfelves in eight months be¬ 
fore ; alfo feveral hogs in every houfe, wgh many other 
iigns of a rifing (late. On account of thefe favourable 
circumflances, we refolved to make a longer (lay^ at 
this ifland, and to repair thefliip, which w'as now in- 
difpcnfably necefiary. Accordingly the empty calks 
and fails were got afliore, the fhip was ordered to be 
caulked, and the rigging to be overhauled. 

On Tuefday, the 26th, Capt. Cook, accompanied 
by fome of the officers and gentlemen, went down to 
Oparree, to vifit Otoo by appointment. When arrived, 
we faw a number of large canoes in motion, but were 
much furprized at perceiving more than three hundred 
ranged along fliore, all completely equipped and 
manned; befides a vaft number of armed men upon 
the fliore. We landed in the midft of them, and 
were received by a vafl multitude, fome under arms, 
and fome not. The cry of the former was Tiyono 
Towha, and of the latter w'as Tiyo no Otoo. Towha, 
we afterwards learnt was admiral, or commander of 
the fleet. Upon our landing we w'ere met by a chief, 
named Tee, uncle to the king, of whom we enquired 
for Otoo. Soon after we w'ere met by Towha, who re¬ 
ceived us in a friendly manner. He took Capt, Cook 
by the one hand, and Tee by the other, and dragged 
him, as it were, through the crowd that was divided 
into two parties, both of which proclaimed themfelves 
his friends, by crying out Tiyo no Tootee. One party 
Wanted him to go to Otoo, and the other to remain 
with Towha. When come to the ufual place of au¬ 
dience, Tee left us to go and bring the king. Towha 
infilled on the captain's going with him, but he would 
not confent. When Tee returned, he took hold of his 
haiKl in order to condudl him to the king. Towha 
was unwilling he ffiould.flt down, and delired him to go 
with him ; but this chief being a kranger, he refufed to 
comply. Tee was very defirous of condudling the cap¬ 
tain to the king; Towha oppofed, and he was obliged 
to dclirc Tee to defill, and to leave him to the admiral 
and his party, who conducted him down to the fleet. 
Here we found two lines of armed men drawn up be¬ 
fore the admiral's velfei, in order to keep oil* the crowd 
that we might go on board ; and when the captain made 
an exciife, a man fquatted down, and offered to carry 
him, but he would not go. At this timeTowha quitted 
us, without our feeing which way he went, nor would 
any one inform us- We were now jollied about in the 
ci-owd. We faw Tee, and inquiring of him for the 
'king, he told us he was gone into the county of Ma- 
taoii, and he advifed us to repair to the boat, which 
we accordingly did, as foon as we could get collected to¬ 
gether. When in our boat wc took our time to recon¬ 
noitre the grand fleet. Wc told an hundred and fixty 
(ai'ge double canoes, equipped, manned, and armed; 


but wc believe they had not their full complement of 

rowers. The chiefs and all thofe on the fighciiW 
llagcs, were habited in cloth, turbans, break plated 
and helmets. Some of the latter feemed much to in¬ 
cumber they wearer. Be this as it may, the whole of 
their drefs added a grandeur to the profpeCt, and they 
were fo complaifant as to fbew thcinfclves to the bell 
advantage. Their velfels were full drclTcd with flags, 
kreamers, &c. fo that the wffiole fleet made fuch a 
noble appearance, as we had never before fecn in 
this fca, and what no one could havcexpedlcd. Their 
inkruments of war were clubs, fpeais, and kones. 
The velfels w ere ranged clofe along fide of each other, 
having their heads to the ffiorc, and their kerns to the 
fea. The admiral’s vekel w'as nearly in the center. W'e 
counted, exclulive of the velfels of war, an hundred 
and feventy fail of fmaller double canoes, all rigged 
with mak and fail, which the w^ar canoes had not. 
Thefe w'e judged were defigned for tranfports, victu¬ 
allers, &c. for in the war canoes were no forts of pro- 
vifions whatever. We conjediired that in thefe three 
hundred and thirty velfels there were no Icfs than feven 
thoufand'feven hundred and fixty mcli, a number in¬ 
credible, efpecially as we were told they all belonged 
to the diUriels of Attahourou and Ahopatca. Moll of 
the gentlemen, by their calculations, thought the num¬ 
ber of men belonging to the war canoes exceeded this, 
allowing to each war canoe forty men, and to each of 
the fmall canoes eight. Having view^ed this fleet, it 
was our intention to have gone on board, could we have 
feen the admiral. We enquired for him but to no pur- 
pofe. At lak Tee came, by w horn we were informed, 
that Otoo was gone to Matavai. This intelligence gave 
rife to new conjedlures. When we got to Matavai, our 
friends told us, that this fleet w'as part of the arma¬ 
ment intended to go againk Eimeo, w'hofe chief had 
thrown off the yoke of Otaheite, Wc w ere kill at a 
lofs to account for the kight of Otoo from Oparree, for 
we were informed he neither was nor had been at Ma¬ 
tavai. W^e therefore w'cnt thither again in the after¬ 
noon, wffiere w’e found him, and learnt, that the rea- 
fon of his abfeonding in the morning was, becaufe fome 
of his people had Hole fome of the captain’s clothes 
which wci*e walhing at^the tents, and he feared rellitu- 
tion would be demanded; He repeatedly afked Capt. 
Cook if he was not angry, nor could he be eafy till af- 
fured, that the pilferers might keep the kolen things. 
Tow’ha alfo was alarmed, thinking that Capt. Cook was 
difpleafed, and jealous of feeing fuch a force fo near us, 
without knowing its dekination. It happened unluckily 
that Oedidee was not with us in the morning; for Tee, 
wdio was the only man we could depend on, ferved ra¬ 
ther to increafe our perplexity. Thus by mutual mif- 
underkanding, we lok a favourable opportunity of 
ferutinizing the naval force of this ifle, and making 
ourfelvcs better acquainted with its manoeuvres. It 
was commanded by an intelligent and brave chief, who 
was difpofed to have fatisfied us in all quekions w'C had 
thought proper to afk; and from the nature of theob- 
jeiks, which were before us, w^e could not \vell have 
mifunderkood each other. All mikakes being now 
redliked, and prefents having paffed between Ot^ 
and Capt. Cook, w'c took leave and returned on board. 

On Wednefday, the 27th, in the morning, Towha 
fent us by two of his fervants, two large hogs, and 
fome fruit. The bearers of this prefent had orders 
not to receive any thing in return, nor would the/ 
when offered them. Some of our gentlemen went 
with the captain in his boat down to Oparree, where 
we found Tow-ha, and the king; after a lliort yilit, 
W'C brought them both on board", together w ith 1 arc- 
vatoo, the king’s younger brother. When wc dre 
near the Ihip, the admiral, who had never fecn one ut- 
forc, exprclfed krong figns of furprize, and when on 
board, he w'as kiew'ed, and beheld every part ol 
with great attention. When Towha retired after din¬ 
ner; he put a hog on board without our knowledge, 0 
waiting for a return; and foon after Otoo and his 
tendants departed alfo. There was a jealoufy between 
thefe two chiefs, on what account we could not learn; 

nevcf- 




























































































cook’s SECPND VO YAGE—for making Difioveries in die South Seas & Round the PForld. 15 r 


^rrhclefs Otoo paid Towha much refpeih and was 
S^lirous wc fliould do the fame. Ocoo had the day be- 
f e frankly declared, that the admiral was not- his 
f'^nd. when on board, both thefe chiefs requcfled 
ur aliiftance.againft Tiarabou, notwithftanding there 
^ as no rupture at this time between the two ftatesj'iand 
they had informed us, that their joint forces wcr» in¬ 
tended againfl: Eirnco. The reafon of this duplicity 
wc could not find out: perhaps they w'erc dclirous 
of annexing that kingdom, by our alliance, to their 
own, as! it was fornierly : be, that as it may, as Capt, 
Cook gave them no cncouragemait, wc hcard. no more 
on this fubje^H:. Our endeavours ^o niaintain a neu¬ 
trality, wc believe, were well received .by both parties; 
for next day, being Thurfday, the 28ch, Wahea-toua, 
king of Tiarabou Tent us a prefent of a hog, for which 
he rcquclfed a few red feathers, which were accord¬ 
ingly lent Him. On the 29th, early in.the morning, 
Otoo, Towha, and feveral chiefs,, again paid us a 
vifjt/and brought with them not only provifions, but 
feme of the molt choice curiofities of the iOahd, and 
aniono- other returns, with which they feemed well 
pleafc?, the captain did not forget to repay the ^civi¬ 
lities we had received from the, admiral, Towha. \Vc 
inuft not omit taking notice, that the preceding even¬ 
ing, one of the natives was dete<iied in an attempt t6 
ftwl acafk from the watering place,, and being caught 
in the ad, he was fent on board, and we put him in 
irons. Otoo and the other chiefs faw the culprit in this 
fiuiation, and Qtoo carncftly interceded in his behalf, 
requeuing with many intjcatics, that hq might be fat 
at liberty; but he was told by Capt. Cook^ that as our 
‘people were puniflied for the leaf!: oQbnce committed 
againft the natives of Otaheite^ it was but juflicc to 
pimiflithis man alfo, which he .was detennined to lee 
done in an exemplar)' manner, cfpeGially as it was well 
known, he, Otoo, w'ould not do ithimfclf. The man, 
in cbnfcquencc of the captain’s fefolution, was conduct¬ 
ed afliore to the tents, where a guard was ordered out 
under arms, and the offender tied up to a poft, Otoo, 
his filter, and many of the natives bcin^ fpcctators. 
Otoo and his filter begged.hard for the man; with 
whom the captain expoflulatcd, telling Otoo, how un- 
jufl: it w as in his people to (teal from us who were their 
friends, and who never took any thing from them with¬ 
out giving certain articles, which he cnumci-ated, p 
exchange. The captain laboured alfo to convince 
Otoo, that the puniflimcnt he was about to inflid on 
this man might prove the m^ans of faving the lives 
of others of His fubjeds; for tf they continued in fuch 
kind of criminal pra(5liccs, fomc w ould certainly, one 
time or.anothcr, be fhot dead. We bejieve he pretty^ 
well underfhood our commander, and feemed fatisfied, 
only he dcfired the criminal might not be Mattcerou, 
(or killed.) The concourfc of people was by this time ^ 
very great. The captain therefore drew a line for 
them at a proj)cr diftance, and then, in the. prefence 
pf them all, ordered the fellow two dozen of laflics 
^ jth a cat-o-nine-tails. This chaftlfcmcnt he received 
with great firmnefs, and was then fet at liberty. Upon 
this the natives w'ere going away, apparently not much 
plcafed; which Towha perceiving, who all the time 
had remained filcnt, though very attentive to every 
thing going on, he ftepped forward, and haran-^ 
gnetl them for near half an hour, in fhort fentences. 

e underftood little of his fpeech, but from what we 
could gather, it was a recapitulation of Capt. Cook’s; 
nc mentioned feveral advantages they had received from 
o'Jr people; and having reprimanded them for their 
conduct, he exhorted them to adopt and piirfiic 
a aiftcrcnt one for the future. His action w'as remark- 
^ply graceful, and the profound attention of his au- 
icnce, proved him to be a maflerly fpcakcr. Otoo 
not one word. When Towha had concluded his 
^anguc, the marines w'cre ordered to go thiough 
j^cir excrcife. They fired in vollics with ball, aqd 
quick in charging, and in their mauoeu- 
of th pohihlc to deferibe the aftonifliment 

am ^ ^'^dves during the whole time, particularly the 
dement of thofe to, whom this fight was quite a 


novelty. The chiefs wdth all their retinue, now took 
leave, w'e arc apt to think not lefs frightened than 
pleafed at what they had fccn. In the evening Mr. 
Forficr and his party returned from an excurfion they 
had made to the mountains, w'hcre they had fpent the 
night. Mr. horftcr collected fomc new plants, and 
found others which grew in New Zealand. He faw' the 
; ifiand of Huaheine, fituated forty leagues to the welt- 
ward; whereby a judgment may be Ibrmed of .the 
height of the mountains of Otaheice. 
j On Saturday the 30th, w^e faw ten war canoes go 
through part of their paddling cxcrcife. They were 
properly equipped for war, and in landing we obferved, 

I that the moment the canoe touched the ground, all the 
; warriors leaped out, and with the alTiflance of a few 
I people on fliorc, dragged the canoe on dry bind toils 
^ proper place; which done, every one walked off with 
his paddle, &c. Such was their expedition, that in live 
. minutes time after putting ailiorc, no one could tell tha€ 
any thing of the kind had been going forward. I'he 
: warriors on the ftage encouraged the rowers to exert 
, themfclvesj and weobfen^d fome youths in the curved 
I ftern elevated above the reff, with white wands in their 
; hands, placed there perhaps to look out, and give no- 
I tice of what they faw. The king’s brother Tarevatoo, 
knowing that Mr. Hodges made drawings of every 
thing curious, intimated of his own accord, that he 
might be font for; and thus an opportunity was un¬ 
expectedly afforded our draughtfman, to colleCt ma¬ 
terials for a picture of the Otaheite fleet, as it appeared 
when afiTcmbJcd at Oparree. Being prefent when the 
warriors undrefied, we could fcarcely conceive how it 
was pofiiblc for them to hand under the quantity of 
cloth with which they were clad, in time of aCtion. 
Many rounds of thiscompofed a kind of turban or cap, 
which, in the day of battle, might prevent a broken 
head, and fome by way of ornament, had fixed to thefc 
caps dried branches of fmall Ihrubs, interwoven with 
white feathers. 

On Sunday the iff of May, feveral chiefs fupplied us 
with a large quantity of provifions; and the day follow¬ 
ing our friend Towha font us a prefent of a hog, and a 
. boat loaded with various forts of fruit and roots. \Ve 
‘ received alfo another prefont from Otoo, brought by 
I 7’arcvatoo. On the 3(1, upon c.xamining into the con- 
^ (lition of our provifions, we found our bifeuit much 
decayed, and that the airing w^e had given it at New 
Zealand was not of the forvice wc expc(ffcd ; wc there¬ 
fore w'crc now' obliged to have it on Ihore, where it 
underwent another airing and picking, in doing which 
t wc found a great parr thereof w'holly rotten and unfit 
for ufo. We attributed this decay of our bread to the 
j ice:we frequently took in, which made the hold damp 
' and cold, which, when to the north, was fucceeded by 
a contrary extreme of intenfo heat; but whatever was the 
realcaufeof our lofs, it put us to a foamy allowance of 
; this yaluable article, and w e had bad bread to eat hefides. 
On Thurfday the 5th, in the afternoon, the botanifts 
; made another excurfion up the counti*)', to the moun- 
j tains ; they returned the evening of next day, and in 
their way made fome new difooverics. On Saturday the 
7th, in the morning, w e found Otoo at the tent's, of 
i whom the captain alkcd leave to cut down fome trees 
for fuel. He took him to fome growing near the fea 
fliore, the better to make him comprehend w'hat fort 
we w'antec^; and he foemed much pleafed when he 
underftood, that no trees Ihould be cut down that bore 
any kind of fruit. This alfurance from us he repeated 
feveral times aloud to the people about us. In the 
* afternoon we were honoured, when on board, with a 
vifit from the whole royal family, confiffing of Otoo, 

, his father, brother, and two lifters : but this was proper¬ 
ly her father’s vifit, who brought the captain a com¬ 
plete mourning drefs, a prefent he much valued ; for 
which he had in return w'hatcverhc dcfired, w'hich was 
■ not a.little; and to the reft of the company were pre- 
fented red feathers. The whole w'cre then conducied 
aflT[ore in the captain's boat. Otoo and his friends 
w'cre fo well pleafed with the reception they met with, 
that, at parting, w'e were granted the liberty of cutting 
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down as many trees as we wanted, and what fort we 
plcafed. 

On Sunday the 8th, our friendly connections with the 
natives were interrupted by the negligence of one of 
our centincls at the tents, who had his mulkct carried 
away, he having flept or quitted his poll. We had 
received an imperfect account of this affair from Tee, 
but we underffood enough to know that fomethinghad 
happened, which alarmed the king, who Tec faid, was 
under great apprehenfions of being matteeroued. We 
therefore loft no time in going afhore; and when land¬ 
ed were informed of the whole tranfaeflion by the ftr- 
jeantw’ho commanded the party. Moft of the natives 
had fled at our approaching the tents. Tarevatoo flipt 
from us in a moment, and a few belides Tee had courage 
to remain. We went immediately in fcarch of Otoo, 
and in the way endeavoured to allay the fears of the 
people. Having advanced fome diftance from the 
ftiore into the country. Tee on a fudden flopped, and 
advifed our returning, faying, he would proceed to the 
mountains, whither Otoo had retired, and inform him, 
that we were ftill his friends; a queftion, and if we were 
angry, that had been alked a number of times by the 
natives. The captain now thought it was to nopurpofe 
to go farther, we therefore took Tee’s advice, and re¬ 
turned aboard. After this Oedidee was difpatched to 
the king, to let him know his fears were groundlefs, 
feeing the captain required of him only what was in 
his power, the return of the mufquer. A fliorttimc after 
the departure of Oedidee, we faw fix large canoes 
coming round Point Venus. Surpeefting that one be¬ 
longing to thefe had committed the theft, it was refolved 
to intercept them, for which purpofe a boat was put 
oft, and another ordered to follow'. One of the canoes 
was ahead of the reft, and feemingly making for the 
{hip. We put along ftdc of her, and found two or 
three w'omen w'hom we knew'. They faid, they were 
going aboard the fhip with a prefent to the captain, 
and that the other canoes were laden with fruit, hogs, 
&c. Satisfied with this intelligence, the captain re¬ 
called his orders for intercepting them, thinking they 
alfo, as well as this one, were bound for the fhip. We 
therefore left this fingle canoe w'ithin a few' yards of it, 
and proceeded for the fliorc to fpeak with Otoo; but 
upon landing we found he had not been there. Look¬ 
ing behind us we faw all the canoes, the one w'e had 
left near the fliip not excepted, making off in the 
greateft haftc. Vexed at being thus deceived, we 
refolved to purfuc them, and as we palTed the fhip, 
Capt. Cook gave orders to fend out another boat for 
the fame purpofe. We overtook and brought five out 
of the fix along-fide, but the one by which w'e were 
outw itted got clear off. This, in which were only a 
few women, had actually amufed us with falfe ftorics, 
w hile the others, in which were moft of their effeefts, 
were to have made their efcape. In one of the prizes 
w'as a friend of Mr. Forfter’s, who had hitherto called 
himfelf an Earce, alfo three women, his wife, daughter, 
and the mother of the late Toutaha. This chief we 
would have fent to Otoo ; but he made many excufes, 
faying, he w as of a rank too low for fuch an honourable 
embafty; that he was no Earec, but a Manahouna; 
that an Earce ought to be fent to fpeak to an Earee • 
and that as there were none of this high rank but 
Otoo and the captain, it would be much more proper 
for the captain to go. At this time Tec and Oedidee 
came on board, and aftured us, that the man who had 
ftole the mufquet was fromTiarabou; and that we might 
credit their declaration, they defired us to fend a 
boat to WaheatQua, the king of Tiaraboii, offering to 
go thcmfelves in her, and recover the mufquet. This 
ftory, though not altogether fatisfadory, carried w'ith 
it an air of probability ; and thinking it better to drop 
the affair altogether, the captain fuft'ered Mr. Forfter’s 
friend to depart with his two canoes. The other three 
belonged to Maritata, a Tiarabou chief, on which ac¬ 
count it was determined to detain them; but as Tee 
and Oedidee both afllircd us, that Maritata and his 
people were innocent, they were permitted to go off 
with their canoes alfo s and the captain defired Tec to 


tell Otoo, that he fliould give himfelf no farther conceni 

about the mufquet, being fatislied none of his pcopfe 
had committed the theft. We had now given it up 
concluding it to be irrccdvcrably loft, but in the dulk 
of the evening it was brought to the tents, together 
wiA other things w’C had not milTcd, by three men 
w’ho, as well as fome other people prefent, affirmed' 
that it was by one belonging to Maritata, by whom the 
things had been ftolen; whence wc concluded both 
Tee and Oedidee had intentionally deceived us. Every 
one prefent at the reftorafion of the things, and even 
they who came afterwards, claimed a reward, all pre, 
tending to have had fome^ hand in recovering them. 
Nuno particularly, a man ot fome note, and with whom 
we were acquainted when here in T769, played his 
part in this farce exceeding w'cll. He came w’ith the 
moft favage fur)' imaginable cxprelfcd in his counte¬ 
nance and geftures; and having a large club in his 
hand, he laid it about him moft violently,in order to con¬ 
vince us, how he alone, and to make us fenliblc in 
what manner he had killed the thief; when at the fame 
time we all knew that he had been at home, and not 
out of his houfc the whole time, which fficws that 
human nature, refpefting her original paffions and 
powers, arc the fame in every clime, where the fame 
mftinds, the fame perceptive faculties, and the fame 
felf love univcrfally prevail. 

On Monday the 9th, Tee came again aboard to in¬ 
form us, that Otoow'as atOparrcc, and requeffed of the 
captain to fend a perfon, to let him know' if he was ftill 
his friend. He was afked, why he had not done this 
himfelf, as he w as delired ; he made a trifling cxcufe, 
but wc thought he had not fecn Otoo. As the natives 
brought not any thing to market, and a flop was con* 
fequcnrly put to our trade with them, it w as judged 
time ill fpent to fend any more fruitlcfs mefiages; a 
party therefore fet out, with Tec in our company, and 
hiving reached the utmoft boundaries of Oparree, the 
king at laft, when wc had waited a conlidcrable time, 
made his appearance. The firft lalutations being over, 
and having taken Our feats under the (hade df fome 
trees, Otoo delired the captain to parou (or fpeak). Capt. 
Cook began with blaming the king for giving way to 
groundlefs alarms, he having always profeffed him- 
fclf his friend, and was difplcafcd only with thofe of 
Tiarabou, who w'cre the thieves. The captain was then 
alkcd, how he came to fire at the canoes? By way of 
excufc, he told them they belonged to Maritata, one ot 
w'hofe people had ftolen the mufquet, and added the 
captain, “ If I had them in my power, I would deftroy 
them, or any other belonging to the diftric^l of Tiara- 
bou.” We knew this declaration would plcafe them, 
from the natural averfion the one kingdom has to the 
other; and it was enforced by prelcnts, which wc 
believe were the ftrongeft arguments in favour of a re¬ 
conciliation : for after thefe weighty reafons, things 
were foon reftored to their former ftate, by Otoo’s pro- 
mifing, on the w'ord of a king, that we lliould be fup-^ 
plied next day with provilions and fruit as ufual. 
Peace and ainitj^ being now once more eftabliftieci> we 
accompanied him to his proper rcfidencc at Oparree, 
where he obliged us with a view of fome of his dock¬ 
yards, (for fo they may well be called) where we faw 
fevcral large canoes, fome building, and others lately 
built, two of which were the largeft we had any w here 
feen. Having fully gratified our curiofity, we repaired 
on board with Tee in our company, who, alter he had 
dined with us, went to acquaint Happi^the king's fa¬ 
ther, that all differences were brought to a happy eon- 
clufic^. But we had rcafon to think this old chief w_as 
not fatisfied with the terms of the accommodation; 
all the women, and thefe not a few, were font fof 
of the fliip, and the next morning, no fupplies whatever 
were brought, and wc were obliged for the 
to be contented with fome fruit font as by our 
from Oparree. But in the afternoon, Otoo j 
came to the tents with a large fupply; and ^' 
after more fruit was brought us than we knew what r 
do with: for the natives, wc believe, thought thernfo' ^ 
iiijured equally with ourfclvcs; and we knew 
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■ ready for our marKet, when they were pcr- 

to bring them. Otoo dcfiring to iec iome of 
t guns fired, his wifo was complied with, but 
u Lht which was entirely new, gave him as much 
" Aleafure- but in the evening, when we enter- 
P*'" fujP with a fiiew of fire-works, he expreflTed much 
tainea n before had occafion to 

Sfene thatthefe people were continually watching 
t^nnities to rob us; and feeing the offenders were 
^nndmially fereened, we eannot but think, that the 
Ss either encouraged, or had not power to prevent 
i^vilh praaices. Wc thought it more extraordinary 
they Ihould fo often attempt what they knew 
ifJht coft them their lives ; and they well knew alfo 
Sfhould be obliged to make reftitudon, if the ar- 
iclc ftolen was of any great value. Ihey were fully 
ftnfibleof thefe confequences, and therefore, the mo- 
L^nra theft was committed, every one took the alarm, 
f_d Yvcnt off with his moveables as fad as pofilble; 
but if the article was a trifle, or fuch us we ufiially gave 
them no commotion happened, becaufe, in general, 
little or no notice was taken of it. Whether we obliged 
them to make reftitution or not, the chief frequently 
fccreted himfelf, and he mud be reconciled before the 
Dcople were pennitted to bring in any refreiiimcnts: 
^d wcarcpcrfuadcd it was by his orders the fupplics 
were detain«d from us. Thefe they imagined we could 
not do without, not confidering, that their war ca¬ 
noes. dwellings, and even fruit, were entirely in our 
' power. Their propenfity to thieving mud be almod 
irrefiftible, otherwife our uniform conduct towards 
them would have had its due weight: for, except de¬ 
taining their canoes for a time, we never touched the 
fmalled article of their property. When two extremes 
were under our confideration, we always chofe the mod 
equitable and mild; and frequently fettled difputcs, or 
effeded a reconciliation, by trifling prefents, notwith- 
ftanding wc were the party aggrieved. A prefent to a 
chief always fuccccded to our wilh, and put things on 
a better footing than they had been before. In all our 
differences they were the fird aggreflbrs ; and our pco 
pie very feldom infringed the rules preferibed by our 
commander. Had the captain purfued lefs eligible 
methods, he might have been a lofer in the end ; for 
had he dedroyed any of the natives, or part of their 
property, all he could exped would have been the 
empty honour of obliging them to make the fird ad¬ 
vances towards an accommodation. Nor is it certain 
this would have been the event. They were made our 
fad friends by three motives; their own benevolent 
difpofition, mild treatment from us, and the dread of 
our lirc-arms. Had we not continually had recourfe to 
the fecond, the fird would have been of little ufe to us; 
and a too frequent application of fire arms might have 
excited revenge, perhaps taught them in a little time, 
that they were not fuch terrible things as they had 
conceived them at fird to be. They knew their drength 
in the fuperiority of their numbers, and who can fay 
what an enraged multitude might do by undauntedly 
clofing with even an European enemy. 

On Wednefday, the nth, a large fupply of fruit 
came to market, and among the red a prefent from 
Towha, the admiral; for which the captain made a 
fuitable return. At this time all the necelfary repairs 
of the fliip being nearly finiflied, it was rcfolvcd to 
leave Otaheite in a few days; to this end every thing 
Was ordered off from the Ihore that the natives might 
fee we were about to leave them. On tha 12th, Oberca, 
whom wc had not feen fince 1769, paid us a vifit, 
bringing with her hogs and fruit. Otoo alfo came 
jbon after her, with a number of attendants, and a 
large quantity of piovifions. Capt. Cook was very 
generous in his returns of prefents, and in the evening 
entenained them with fire-works, thinking it might be 
dnic we might fee thefe friendly people who 
had fo libci*ally relieved our wants. 

On Friday, the 13th, we were not ready to fail, but 
|hc wind was favourable, and the weather fair. Oe- 
idec was not yet returned from Attahourou, and va- 
•’Sports were circulated concerning him. Some 
hiid he was at Matavai; others, that he intended not 
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10 return; and there were thofe who affirmed he 

was at Oparrcc. With a view of difeovering the 
truth, a party bf us repaired to Oparree, where 
wc found him. Towha was alfo here, who, nor- 
withftanding he was afflidlcd with a fwelling in 
his feet and legs which had taken away the ufe of 
them, had ncverthclefs refolved to fee the captain be¬ 
fore he failed, and had advanced with this intent thus 
far on his journey. The day being fiir fpent, w c w'crc 
obliged to fhorten our flay, and after having feen Otoo, 
ve returned on board with Oedidec. This youth, w’e 
found, was defirous of remaining at Otaheite; the 
captain therefore told him he W'as at liberty to remain 
here, or to quit us at Ulictea, or to go w ith us to Eng¬ 
land. That if the latter was his choice, he mufl look 
upon him as his father, as it was very probable he 
would never return to his own country. The youth 
threw his arms about his neck, wept much, and faid, 
many of his friends perfuaded him to remain at Ota¬ 
heite. Oedidec was well beloved in the fliip; on 
which account every one was perfuading him to go 
with us. But Capt. Cook thought it an adl of the 
higheft injuflice to take a perfon from thefe ifles, when 
there was not the leafl profpecT cf his returning, under 
any promife which was not in his power to perform. In¬ 
deed, at this time, it w^as quite unnccclTary, feeing 
many young men offered voluntarily to go with us, 
nay, even to remain and die in Pretance, as they call 
our country. Several of our gentlemen would have 
taken fome as fervants, but Capt. Cook prudently re¬ 
jected every folicitation of this kind, know^ing, they 
would be of little ufe to us in the courfe of the Noyage ; 
belides, w hat had flill greater w^eight with the captain, 
was, that he thought himfelf bound to fee they were 
afterwards pro^ erly taken care of. 

On Saturday, the 14th, early in the morning, Oedi¬ 
dec came on board, and Mr. Forfler prevailed upon 
him to go with us to Ulictea. Towha, Poatatou, 
Oamo, Happi, Oberea, and many more of our friends 
paid us a vifit. The wife of Towha was with him, 
and this chief was hoifled in, and placed on a chair, 
on the quarter dock. Among other prcfenis, w e gave the 
admiral an Englifli pendant, which, after he had been 
inflruCled in the ufe of it, plcafed him more than all 
the refl. Soon after thefe friends had left us, w e faw a 
number of war canoes coming round the point of 
Oparree, to which place the captain accompanied by 
fome of our officers and gentlciiicn, haflened dowm, in 
order to have a nearer view of the fleet. We arrived there 
before all the canoes w'cre landed, and had an opportu¬ 
nity of obferving in what manner they approached the 
fliore. No fooner had they got before the place where 
they intended to land, than they formed themfclves 
into divifions, confiflingof three or more canoes lafhed 
fquarc and along-fide of each other; after w’hich each 
divilion paddled in for the fhorc, one after another, in 
fo judicious a manner, that they formed, and clofcd a 
line along the fliore to an inch. The rowers were en¬ 
couraged by their warriors, and dire<fl:cd by a man who 
flood with a w'and in his hand at the head of the mid- 
dlciflofl veflel. By w’ords and actions he directed the 
rowers when all fliould paddle, and wfitn either the one 
fide or the other fhould ceafe, &c. for the flecrin-. pad¬ 
dles were not fufficient to dire< 5 l them. They obierved 
all thefe motions with fuch quicknefs, and anfwercd fo 
exactly, as plainly lliewed them to be expert in their bu- 
finefs. Mr. Hodges made a drawing of them, as they 
lay ranged along the Ihorc, after which we took a nearer 
view, by going on board fevcral of them. 

This fleet, which conliflcd of forty fail, belonged 
to the little diflridt of Tettaha, and were come to 
Oparree, to be reviewed before the king, as the for¬ 
mer fleet had been, the manner of whofc equipment 
we have already deferibed. and as that of this fleet 
w^as exactly the fame, a repetition mufl be here necd- 
Icfs. On this fleet were attending fome fniall double 
canoes, called Marais, having in their fon part a kind 
of double bed place laid over wilh green leaves, each 
jufl fufficient to contain one perfon. Thefe they told 
us were to place their dead upon, their chiefs wc fup- 
pofe they meant, otlierwifc their.flain mufl be very 
2 few. 
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few. Otoo, at our rcquefl:, ordered fomc of their 
troops to go through their exercife on Ihore. Two 
parties firft began a battle with clubs; they then 
proceeded to finglc combat, and exhibited the va¬ 
rious methods of fighting with furprifing agi¬ 
lity ; parrying off the blows and pufhes with great 
alertnefs and dexterity. Their arms are cliibs and 
fpears. In uling the club, all blows aimed at the legs, 
were evaded by leaping over it, and thofe defigned for 
the head, by couching a little, and leaping on one 
lide* The fpear, w'hich is ufed at times as a dart, was 
parried, by fixing the point of a fpear in the ground 
rio-ht before them, holding it in an inclined pofition, 
more or Icfs elevated, according as they faw to what part 
of the body their antagonift intended to make a pufli, 
or to throw his dart at j and by moving the hand a lit¬ 
tle to the right or left, either the one or the other was 
lurned off with great eafe. Thcfe combatants had no 
fuperfluous drefs upon them. An unneceffary piece of 
cloth or two w'hich they had on when they began the 
combat, were prefently tom off by fome of the fpeda- 
tors, and given to our gentlemen. This review being 
over, the fleet departed without any order, as faff as 
they could be got a-float; and Otoo conduded us to 
one of his dock-yards, where the two large pahies, or 
canoes, were building, each of which was an hundred 
and eight feet long. They were defigned to fomi one 
joint double canoe, and were almoft ready for launch¬ 
ing. The king begged of the captain a grappling 
and rope, to which he added an Englifli jack and pen¬ 
dant, and defired the Pahie might be called the Bri¬ 
tannia. I'his he readily agreed to, and Ihe was im¬ 
mediately fi> named. When we came to the boat, we 
found in it a hog, and a turtle of about lixty pounds 
weight: this had been put in privately by Otoo’s order, 
that the chiefs about him might not 1^ oflended by 
their being deprived of an entertainment. The king 
would likewdfc have prefented to us a large fiiark they 
had prifoner in a creek (fome of his fins being cut off 
to prevent his efcaping) but the excellent pork, and 
filh, with which we were fupplicd at this ifle, had 
Ipoilcd our palates for fuch rank food. We were ac¬ 
companied on board by the king, and Tee, his prime 
minifler, who after dinner took an affedtionate fare¬ 
well. Otoo had importuned us the whole day, and 
moft carneftly requefled of us, that we would return to 
Ocaheite. When about to depart, he defired of the 
captain to permit a youth, whom he took by the hand, 
to go in the fhip to .A.mfterdam, in order to colled for 
him red feathers. The youth w'as very defirous of go¬ 
ing, but as he could not return, the captain, with the 
view of fatisfying Otoo, promifed him, that if any 
fhip fhould be fent hither from Britain, the important 
article of red feathers fliould not be forgotten. The 
captain, we believe, was difpofed to have obliged the 
king; but it is to be remembered, we had refolved to 
carry no one from the illes (except Oedidee, if he chofe 
to go) and the captain had juft refufed Mr. Forfler the 
liberty of taking a boy with him, for rcafons already 
mentioned. But if curiofity excited a defire in the 
youth of Otaheite to go with us, the treatment wetiad 
met with at this place had induced one of our gunner’s 
mates to remain at it. To this end he had formed a 
plan, which he knew w'as not to be executed with fuc- 
cefs while wc lay in the bay; and no fooner were we 
out, the fails fet, and the boats out, than he took the 
opportunity, being a good fwimmer, to flip overboard. 
He was difeovered before he had got clear of the Ihip, 
and a boat being hoifted out, prefently returned with 
the runaway. About midway between us and the fhore, 
a canoe was obferved coming after us, intended without 
doubt to take him up; for when the people in her faw 
our boat, they flood off at a greater diflance. This 
we found was a preconcerted plan between the man and 
fome of the natives, with which Otoo was acquainted, 
and had encouraged. Tlie gunner’s mate w'as an Irilh- 
man by birth, and w^e had picked him up at Batavia, 
in our firfl voyage. He had neither friends, nor con¬ 
nexions, to confine him to any particular part of the 
world, where then could he be fo happv as at one of 
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thefe ifles.? Here he might enjoy m cafe and plciuu 

not only the neceffaries, but the luxuries of life, which 
' leads us, before we leave this celebrated ifland of Ota, 
heitc, to give fome account of its prefent flate, efpe* 
cially aa it differs much from what it was even eight 
months ago i and in order to give our fubferibers, and 
numerous readers a more diflant idea of its fituation, 
general figure, extent, and the character of its inha¬ 
bitants, we muff: beg of them to indulge us with the 
liberty of a recapitulation of fcveral things, which 
have already appeared in detached parts of this work; 
that fo the whole may be brought into one view, and its 
diflindl heads ranged in their proper order. Wc have 
already mentioned the improvements we found in the 
plains of Oparree and Matavai. The fame was ob¬ 
ferved in every other part that came under our obfer- 
vation. It feemed to us almofl incredible, that fo 
many large canoes and houfes could be built in fo 
fliort a fpace as eight months ; but the iron tools which 
they had got from the Englifli, and other nations, who 
have lately touched at the ifland, no doubt, had acce¬ 
lerated the work, and of hands they cannot be in want. 
The great increafe in the number of their hogs no lefs 
excited our admiration; though, probably, they were 
not fo fcarce when we were here before, as we then ima¬ 
gined ; as, not chufing to pait with any, they might 
have conveyed them out of fight. 

The fituation of this ifle is perhaps the befl: in the 
world, being expofed to none of thofe viciflitudes of 
heat and cold, w'hich are obferved to have fo fcnfible 
an effedt on the health and fpirits of thofe who live 
in remoter regions. Its exadl pofition is from latitude 
17 deg. 28 min. to that of 17 deg. 53 min. S. and from 
longitude 149 deg. 10 min. to 149 deg. 40 min. W. It 
lies nearly N. W. and S. E. and is divided into two 
diffinct principalities by an iffhmus, or neck of land, 
and three miles over. The north-wefterly divifion is, 
however, much larger, and more fertile, but by no 
means fo well cultivated as the fouth-caflerly divifion; 
which Ihews, that even the defeds of nature, if we 
may be allowed to call them fo, have their ufe, in 
prompting men to induffry and art, ta fupply their 
wants. The figure of the largeft peiiinfula, is nearly 
circular, being from N. to S. about twenty miles, and 
from E. to weft, about the fame. The whole is fur- 
rounded with a reef of rocks. The leffer pcninfula is 
rather of an oval form, and from the neck of land 
on the N. W. fide, to the little ifle of Otooareitte on 
the S. E. is about twelve miles; but from the mouth 
of the river Omatea on the fouth, to that of Owahe on 
the north, not more than eight. . The circumference 
of the largeft peninfula is about fixty miles, of the 
fmalleft about twenty-four; but in failing round both, 
the line will be extended to ninety nearly. 

For a particular accounrof the produce of the ifland, 
w^e are indebted no doubt to the indefatigable induffry 
of Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander ; in whofe catalogue 
are the following particulars, namely, bread-fruit, co¬ 
coa-nuts, bananas of thirteen forts; plantains, a fruit 
not unlike an apple, which when ripe is very pleafant; 
fweet potatoes, yams, cocoas, a kind of amm; a fruit 
called by the natives jambu, very delicious; fugar- 
cane: a root of the faloop kind, called pea; a plant 
called ethee ; a fruit named ahee, not unlike a kidney 
bean, and which, when roafted, taftes like chefnuts; 
a tree called wharra, producing a fruit not unlike a 
pine apple; a fhrub called nonx); the morinda, which 
alfo produces fruit; a fpecics of fern; and a plant 
called ava, of which the roots only are chewed: ail 
thcfe, which ferve the natives for food, the earth pru' 
duces fpontaneoufly; befides which there are a great 
variety of ftirubs and plants, which ferve for various 
purpofes of building houfes, veffcls, tools of different 
kinds, manufadlurcs, dyes, &c. to enumerate which 
would be tedious. Of four footed animals the illano- 
produces but few, none having been feen by the Euro^ 
peans on their firft landing, but hogs, dogs, 
ot which laft the inhabitants are very fond, 

. wild fowl are ducks only, and the birds that haunt t 
wood, except fmall birds, are chiefly pigedns, and pa 
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blit with fiih the cozlfl: abounds, of which the 

I^i'etics arc niimbcrlcfs. Poultry is not in plenty nor 
y .^ r well flavoured as what we haVe m Europe. Here 
V nnv be proper to obferve, that the two goats, which 
r nt Furncaux gave to Otoo, when we were laft here, 
Wmed to promife fair for anfwering the end for which 
Jf J., ^verc put on lliorc. The ewe Toon after had two 
female kids, which were at this time ready to propa- 
re their fpecics; and the old ewe was again with kid. 
The natives feemed to be Very fond of them, and they 
to like their lituation ; for they were in exceeding good 
condition. We may therefore reafonably hope from 
this circumftancc, that, in a few years, th^ m^ be 
r read over all the ifles in this ocean. The Iheep 
which we left, died in a fhort time after; but we iin- 
derftood one was yet alive. We alfo flirnifbcd them 
with a ftock of cats, not Icfs than twenty, befidcs what 
wc left at Ulietea and Huaheine. 

The natives, particularly the chiefs, arc in fize, ra¬ 
ther above the largeft Europeans. Their food, which is 
of the fimplcft kind, is not fuch as to promote glut¬ 
tony, nor their drink, which is chiefly w^ater, calcu¬ 
lated to provoke intemperance. Their daily intercourfc 
with the ocean accuftoms them from their youth to 
excrcife; and the bufinefs of fifliing, which in nor¬ 
thern countries is the moft laborious of all employ¬ 
ments, is by them prailifed as their amufement. They 
who have reprefented them as indolent, bccaufe nature 
fupplies liberally all their wants, have miftaken their 
charader. Even their chiefs are artifts, and their 
houfes, public edifices, canoes, and manufaiffurcs, 
their utcnlils, inffruitients of war, w'orking tools, their 
boats, and lilhing tackle, are all proofs incontcftible of 
their induftry. Employments of this kind tend to ba- 
nifli floth ; and no perfon W'as ever known to languifli 
with an incurable difeafe among them, though it does 
hot appear, that the medical art has yet made any con- 
iitlcral progrefs. Much has been faid, and in general 
^ith ftricl truth, pf the graccfulncfs of their perfohs; 
yet if wc were to judge of the w'hole by Autorou, and 
Omia, who were brought to England, they might be 
thought to have liitlcclaim to that perfection; yet their 
chiefs have undoubtedly a comparative dignity; but 
that comparifon is to be confined at home between 
prince and pcafant, and not extended to European 
countries, where grace and dignity arc leading cha¬ 
racters. Their w’omen differ from each other in per- 
fonal charms as in all other countries ; but in flature, 
thofe of fuperior rank take cfpccial care to preferve the 
family diftindtion. It is not uncommon for ladies of 
the firfl: rank to finglc out a handfome well-propor¬ 
tioned youth, to prevent degeneracy, when the flature 
of the family is in danger of being reduced ; but they 
areotherwife fcrupulous in nothing fo much as in mix¬ 
ing wth the canaille, and there is fcarcely an inftance 
of their cohabiting indiferiminately with the lower 
tlafs of people, 'rhcrc is, perhaps, no nation where 
the pride of anccflry is carried to a greater height, and 
yet they have no means of recording their pedigree, 
but by oral tradition, nor any rule for continuing the 
line, but what nature has impreffed upon the mother. 
Having no fchpols, nothing is to be acquired by edu¬ 
cation, example is their principal inftrudlor and guide: 
flte pattern fetby the father is followed by the fon, and 
''hat the mother docs, that the daughter learns; but 
^his is not to be undcrlfood to perpetuate hufbandry and 
as in China, in particular families; for in Ota- 
neite hufbandry and arcs are not impofed as tafks, but 
rather amufements to pafs away time. None are 
cornpellcd to w'ork, yet all are employed ; their feveral 
^tions chance feems to have allotted; and here is no 
“'umiuring againfl: providence for not being more 
'iHmtifuK One precaution obferved among the great 
^ Older to give vigour to their chiefs mull: not be 
^J'd that is, they never fulfer an intercourfc 
ji "^^11 ^he fexes till both parties arrive at full matu- 
titud reverfeof this is pnufliccd by the mul- 

n "ho in general are as much below the common 
« 1 ‘•heir chiefs exceed it. They are almoft all 
'• 0"ed, women as well as men. In this there feems 


to be fomethirtg myftical; the prieft performs the ope¬ 

ration, and the very children are. encouraged by ex¬ 
ample to endure the pain, than which nothing can be 
more acute. To have a thoufand pundfures all at 
once, with the blood darting at every piindlure, is 
more, one would think, than a child could bear, yet 
they fulfer it with a fortitude of which in Europe an 
indance cannot be found. Their hair is almod iini- 
vcrfally black. The men wear it long, waving in 
ringlets down their dioulders; but the w'omcn cut it 
fhort round their ears: both fexes differ none to grbw 
under their arms; and are very delicate in keeping 
every part about them fw-ect and Clean. To this end 
they frequently bathe, fcldom fuffering a day tb pafs 
w'ithout going into the water more than once. Indeed 
they anoint their heads with an oil'expreffed from the 
cocoa-nut, which fometimes proves rancid, and emits* 
a difagrecable fmell; other wife in their perfohs they are 
without a taint. Mr. Banks faid, " chat if our diilors 
quarrelled w'ith thefe people, they would not agree w ith 
angels,” which fudiciently denotes ffegoodnefs of their 
difpotition. We have mentioned that Waheatoua is re¬ 
lated to Otoo. The fame may be faid of the chiefs of 
Eimeo, Tapamannoo, Huaheine, Ulietea, Otaha, Bo- 
labola, for thefe arc all related to,the royal family of 
Otaheite It is a maxim with the Earces, and others 
of fuperiorrank, as wc have juft obferved, never to in- 
temiarry with the Toutous, or others of inferior rank; 
and probably this cuftom might give rife to the efta- 
blifliment of the dafs called F.arceoics; it is certain 
thefe focieties prevent greatly the increafe of the fuj>e- 
rior claffes of people, of which they are compofed, and 
do not interfere with the lower or Toutous ; for we ne¬ 
ver heard of one of thefe being an Earreoy; nor that a 
I’outou could rife in life above the rank in w'hich he 
was placed by his birth. 

Thecuftoms of thefe people obferved in their eating, 
as our readers muft have perceived from what has al¬ 
ready been faid on this fubje(ft, are very Angular, and 
they feem to entertain fomc fuperftitious notions, not 
eafily difcoverable by ftrangers. The women are not 
permitted to eat with the men; not, as it ftiould feem; 
to mark fheir inferiority, but in conforrriity to a cuftom 
which habit has eftablilhed into a law'; nor is it ufual 
for any cif them to cat in company, except upon cer¬ 
tain days of feftivity, when great numbers of them af- 
femblc together. A meflenger from one of our Eng- 
lilh captains found Oberea, the then fuppofed queen of 
the illand, entertaining a company, which he fuppofed 
could not be Icfs than a thoufand. The meffes were all 
brought to her by the Tervants, w'hb had prepared 
them; the meat being put into the fticlls of cocoa- 
nuts, and the fticlls into wooden trays ; and flic diftri- 
buted them w ith her own hands to the giiefts, whow'ere 
feared in row's. This done ftie fat down hcifelf upon a 
feat fomew'hat elevated above the reft, and tw o women 
placing thcmfelves, one on each fide, fed her like a 
child. When flie liiw' the mclfcnger, ftie ordered a 
mefs for him. They have two ways of drefling their 
animal food, namely, broiling and baking. The firft 
is performed over hot ftones, without any other con¬ 
trivance than that of placing-the meat upon the clean 
ftones, and when done enough on one fide, they turn 
it, and broil the other. Their manner of baking is 
very Angular and curious. They Ai*ft dig a hole in the 
ground, in depth and dimenfions proportioned to the 
thing they have to drefs; they then place a layer ol 
w'ood at bottom, and over that a layer of ftones; and 
fo alternately a layer of wood and a’layer of ftones, till 
the hole is foil: the fire is then kindled, and the ftones 
made hot ; this done they take out the Are, and 
placing the ftones that are Icaft heated one beAdc the 
■other at the bottom of the hole, they cover them with 
frcfli leaves; and on thefe they put the meat intended to 
be baked; then after laying another layer of green 
leaves, they All up the hole w ith the remaining hot 
ftones, and clofe the whole with the mould that was Arft 
dug out of the pit. In this Atuation the meat is fuf- 
fered to remain for three or four hours; and when 
taken out is then fo AiVoury, as not to btr'exccedcd by 
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the bed European cookery. Almoft all the flefh and 
fifli eaten by the chiefs in the ifland is drelfed in-one 
or the other of the above two ways : the latter is mod 
in ufe among the gentry ; and the former among the 
commonalty, whofometimes indeed eat their fifli with¬ 
out drefling. Tables they have none, and thofe of the 
highefl: quality dine on the ground under the fliadc of a 
fpreading tree; frefli green leaves ferve them for a 
cloth, and a bafket which is fet down by them holds 
their provifion; thefe, and two cocoa-nuts, one filled 
with fait water, the other with frefli, complete the 
whole preparation for a meal. When this is done, they 
wafli their hands and mouths, and then, if nothing 
calls them abroad, they ufually lay thcmfelvcs down to 
fleep. It was long before any of them could be per- 
fuaded to eat with Europeans, and they certainly, like 
the Jews, have fome fuperflitious ceremonies to be ob- 
ferved in the preparation of the food they eat, which, 
if omitted, renders it unclean, or they would not have 
continued fcrupulous fo long. Even the food of their 
women is differently prepared from that of the men; 
and if touched by unhallowed hands, is accounted un¬ 
fit for ufe. Some of the gentlemen, w hen invited to 
their houfes, eat out of the fame bafket, and drank out 
of the fame cup with their hofts; but it was obferved, 
that the elderly women were always offended with this 
liberty ; and if they happened to touch the vidluals of 
any of the antient matrons, or even the bafket that held 
it, they never failed to exprefs their diflike, and to 
throw it away; nor could the women of fafliion ever be 
perfuaded to eat with the gentlemen, when dining in 
company: but what feems mofl: ftrangc, and hardly to 
be accounted for, they would go, five or fix in com¬ 
pany, into the fervants apartments, and eat heartily of 
whatever they could find ; nor did they feem in the 
leafl: difconcerted, if they were difeovered; yet it w'as 
not eafy to perfuade any of them w hen alone, in pri¬ 
vate with a gentleman, to cat with him, nor would 
they ever do it but under the rnoft folemn promifes of 
fecrecy. 

I'heir amufements are various, fuch as mufic, dan¬ 
cing, wreftling, fliooting with the bow', darting their 
lances, fwimming, rowing, and flinging of Hones. 
Their mufic it muft be confelfed is very imperfect, 
confifting only of a flute and drum, yet with thefe, 
companies go about the country, and frequent their 
feftivals, being in equal eflimation with them as mau- 
rice dancers were formerly with us, and the diverfion 
they make is not unfimilar. In fliooting the long bow, 
or in throwing the lance, they by no means excel; nei¬ 
ther are they very dexterous at wTeftling; but at throw¬ 
ing (tones, and fwimming, they are perhaps equal to 
any people upon earth. Among other diverfions, they 
have their heivas, nearly correfponding with our Eng- 
lifli wakes. The young people meet together to dance 
and to make merry; and at thefe times their minftrcls 
and players conftantly attend, as formerly perfons of 
the fame character w'ere wont to do all over England, 
and in fome counties the veftiges of that antient cuf- 
tom remain to this day. At thefe heivas, ^however, 
their female performers, in their dances, have no re¬ 
gard to decency; and though the fame end was no 
doubt in view in the inftitution of the w ake and heiva, 
yet wEat in England was concerted w ith the utmofl: fe¬ 
crecy, is publickly avowed and pradlifed in Otaheite. 
But though the infl rumental mulic of the Otaheiteans 
is much confined, their vocal mufic is by no means con¬ 
temptible; yet in the fweetnefs of the voice conlifts all 
the melody, for they have no rules to regulate the 
tones. Their fongs are accompanied with words of 
their own compofing, which they can vary into long 
and Ihort verfes, fprightly or folemn, as occafion pre- 
fents ; and as their language is exceeding hannonious 
and mufical, a ftranger is no Icfs delighted with the 
arrantefl; nonfenfe, than he would be with the mofl 
fublime compofition. The heivas are indifcriminatcly 
frequented by all ranks of people; but there is ftill a 
more exceptionable meeting held by thofe of high rank, 
to which fuch only are admitted who arc properly ini¬ 
tiated. Thefe people form a diflindl focicty, in which 
4 


G E S complete. 

every woman is common to every man ; and at their 
meetings, w hich arc diftinguilhcd by the name of Ar- 
reoy, the fports they practife arc beyond imagination 
wanton. We may trace fomewhat like this in the hif. 
tory of the antient inhabitants of our own ifland. Pcf. 
haps it would be no exaggeration to add, that in the 
city of London, there are as many men as the whole 
ifland of Otaheite contains, w ho devote themfeivcs en¬ 
tirely to the pleafures of fenfuality, and who attach 
thcmfelves to no one woman, but enjoy indifcriniU 
natcly all they may ; and that there arc an equal num¬ 
ber of women to be met with, who are at all times 
ready to gratify their delires. 

Drefs, among the ladies of Otaheite, feems to be as 
much ftudied, as in more civilized nations. Howe\-cr, 
neither the feet or legs, even of the quality, have any 
covering, or any defence from the ground, or the 
fcorching heat of the fun, which at Ibme fcafons is 
very intenfe: but they are very nice in ornamenting 
their heads, and in fhading their faces. ITiat part of 
their head-drefs, in w hich they pride thcmfelvcs mod, 
is threads of human hair, fo delicately plaited, that it 
is not unufual for them to have garlands of this manu- 
fadure wound round their heads; the plaits whereof be¬ 
ing interwove with flowers have a very pretty cfled,and 
arc exceedingly becoming to young faces. In their 
cars they wear ornaments, w hich, before the European 
beads, conlifted of bone, tortoiflicll, or any thing Ihi- 
ning and fliewy. The other part of their drefs is very 
Ample; being a piece of cloth about a yard and a half 
wide, and between three and four yards long, having a 
hole cut in the middle, juft big enough to let the head 
pafs eafily through ; this flows round them, and covers 
them a little below the w’aift; from thence a large 
quantity of the fame cloth is gathered in folds, and 
tied round them as we tic a cravat round the neck, 
which, being drawn into a large knot, is again fpread 
out, and flows arclcfsly dow’n before, nearly as low as 
the knees, while the greateft quantity of the cloth falls 
down behind, in appearance not unlike the drefs of the 
Roman orators. This habit is far from being ungrace¬ 
ful, and there is little dift'erence between that of the 
fexes, except that the lower garments of the men are 
nearly of an equal length before and behind. The cloth 
they wear is of very diflerent textures. AYhat is worn 
in dry weather is no other than paper made of the 
rinds of trees; but that which they put on when it 
rains is more fubftantial, and is properly a kind of 
matting incomparably plaited. The lhape of their 
cloathing, like that of our own, is nearly the f^ne 
from the prince to the peafant, the only diflindlions 
being the quantity w^orn, and the colour; the lower 
clafs of people wearing only one Angle garment; the 
better fort as many as, were they made of broad cloth, 
would burden them to carry. One thing, however, ap¬ 
pears Angular. When they falute each other, they 
conftantly unbare themfclves from the waift upwards, 
throwing off their tunics, as w’e may call them, with 
the fame eafe, and for the fame purpofe, as we pull 
off our hats. This falutation is common to the wo¬ 
men as well as the men, and is the univerfal pradicc- 
We have occafionally mentioned how fond the people 
of Otaheite are of red feathers, which they call Oora; 
and thefe are as highly valued here as jewels arc in Eu¬ 
rope ; efpccially w hat they call Oravinc, w hich grow on 
the head of the green paroquet; and though all red 
feathers pleafe, none are efteemed equally with thelc. 
They arc fuch good judges as to know very well 
how to diftinguifh one fort from another ; and many 
of our people attempted in vain to deceive them vit 
other feathers dyed red. Thefe ornaments of drefs are 
made up in little bunches, confifting of eight or ten, 
and fixed to the end of a fmall cord about three or lou 
inches long, which is made of the outfide fibres of t e 
cocoa-nut, twilled fo hard that it is like a 
ferves as a handle to the bunch. When compofc^ i 
this manner, they are ufed as fymbols of the Eatua , 
or divinities, in all their religious ceremonies. Somc^ 
times they hold one of thefe bunches, and at otnero^ 
only two or three feathers between the fore-finger 
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,humb. and lava prayer, not one word of which we 

, M imderrtand. Whoever makes a voyage to this 
'^n mcl will do well to provide himfelf with red tea- 
SiL’thc fineft and fiiralleft that are to be got. He 
'" V alfo have a good Hock of axes and hatchers, 
fnike nails, files, knives, looking-glalTes, beads and 
focciallv fliects and Ihirts, which our gentlemen found 

i? ladies verv delirous of having. 

The arts in the illand of Otaheite may be reduced to 
five namely, architecture, carving, (lirp-building, na- 
viiation, and painting. Of their architecture there is 
one remarkable fpecimen exiHing in the greater lOand, 
hich is the Morai, or fepuichral monument of Obcrca. 
k is a prodigious pile of ftone 267 feet long, and 87 
wide at the bafe, raifed by Hights of fteps to the height 
of 44-feet. Thcfe flcps are each four feet high, nar- 
rowmgf^radually, till they end in a fmall entablature, 
on Nvhich near the middle (lands the figure of a bird 
carved in wood ; and at fome di(lance the broken frag¬ 
ments of a fifli cut in (lone. This pile makes a con- 
fiderable part of one fide of a fquare court, whofe area 
is 360 feet by 354, inclofcd within a (lone wall, and 
paved with the fame materials through its whole extent. 
As this fquar# is furrounded with trees, and has many- 
growing within It of a particular kind, it forms at a 
diftance the mo(l delightful grove that imagination 
can paint. At what time it was eredled could not be 
learnt, for they have no records of pafl tranfaClions; 
but being conkructed of coral (loncs, many of large 
dimenfions, neatly fquared and polifiied, and fo nicely 
joined as hardly to difeover a feam, it muft fill the 
mind of a nice obferver with admiration and rapture, 
while he examines all its parts. To think how fuch a 
mafs of materials could be brought together in an 
ifland wherein no quarries are to be found ; how thefc 
materials could be cut with fuch exadlncfs, as to form a 
pile by rain, without cement, and that with tools little 
harder than the fubflance to which they were applied ; 
and, lallly, how thefe enormous blocks of (lone could 
afterwards be raifed to the height of 44 feet, to clofe 
and cover in the building, mu(l furely excite the won¬ 
der of every ordinary beholder; but to mark the fym- 
metry of the whole, fo juflly proportioned in every 
part, as to difplay the mod confummate judgment, 
mull alford a feafl to an enlightened mind, of which an 
ordinary feaman can have no rclidi. This noble (Iruc- 
tore, and (Irong proof of genius, will remain the ad¬ 
miration of all who may have the plcafurc of feeing it, 
perhaps, as lon^ as the ifland itfelf fhall endure ; for 
being folid, and without a cavity, no time, that will 
not equally affpiil the ifland, can defiroy it. Of their 
carving in (lone there arc but very few fpecimens to be 
produced, and indeed, when their tools they have to 
work with arc contidcred, it is more to be admired, 
that there are any, than that there are fo few; but wc 
have rcafon to hope, that now they are made acquainted 
with the ufe of iron, and have confidcrable quantities 
of that metal among them, that their improvements 
will fpeedily be proportioned to their advantages, and 
the acutenefs of their underllanding. But of their 
carving in wood, wc faw not a tool, or ordinary utenfil, 
that did not difeover evident proofs of their expertnefs 
m this art. Their vclfels for navigation arc all adorned 
'''•th it; and in fome of their performances an excel¬ 
lence is dilcernablc, which, with fuch tools as they 
hjiyc to work with, no European carver could exceed. 
With regard to their (hip-building, they are upon a 
footing with their neighbours, if not at prefent fupe- 
fJor to them. Their ordinary vclfels arc wcU adapted 
to the feas they have to navigate, and we never heard 
^ a fingle inllancc of one of them being ca(l away. 
Molt of them are elevated at the head and (lern, (or 
the purpofe of defending the rowers from the furf, 
"hich on thcfe iflands breaks upon the (liorc with un¬ 
common violence. 'I'hofe of Otaheite are in form 
oot unlike the punt boats, with fiat bottoms, fuch as 
fifhermen on the river Thames, or ra- 
ufed for the fame purpofe on the Severn : 

00 where wider than three feet, though fome 
them arc more than 60 feet long; nor are they an 
>^o. 18. 


inc h deeper in the body, though at the head and (lern 

they rife with a curvature more than 12 feet. As it 
would be impolfiblc to navigate* thefc velfcls, fo long, 
•and fo narrow, without fome contrivance to keep them 
upright, they place two of them as near as can be ot 
the fame dimenfions, along-lidc of each other, at three, 
four, or five feet diftance, and with ftrong fpars join 
them together; then raifing a mall in each, they hoHl 
a (quare fail, the yards of which are faftened abo<v^c-anrd 
below to the correfponding malls, and thus cquipt, wHh 
a cabin credied between them to Ilow their provilions, 
they will keep the fca for feveral days. In rigging their 
double canoes, they have a rule for proportioning thb 
height of the malls to the length of the keel, and ol 
fitting the fail to the height of the mad; they likcwifc 
have a contrivance of failing in fingle canoes by means 
of out-riggers, which projeeft on the Icc-lidc ol the 
vellcl, anci prevents their over-fetting; to this ouc- 
rigger one corner of the fall is made fall, which (ail 
being wide at the bottom, and rounding to a point 
at the top, very much rcfcinblcs what the boatmen 
call a fhoulder of mutton fail, frequently leen on the 
river Thames. To thofc who have been told, thac the 
mafon can joint with fo much nicety as to be imper^ 
vious to water, it will not Icem (1 range that the.r car¬ 
penters can do the fame w'ith rcfpcct to timber; yet it 
certainly mull require much art, and incredible labour, 
firll to (I'll the tree, then to cleave it out into planks, 
then to hollow it out into the intended fiiape ; next to 
fmooth and polilh it, after that to joint it. and kill ot 
all to put it together, and fliw it; for they were wholly 
ignorant of the art of bolting it with wooden bolts, or 
jointing it together by means of mortices, till the Eu¬ 
ropeans vifited them. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
they dreaded nothing fo much as the delliticlion ol 
their boats, when threatened by the Englilh for any of¬ 
fence, nor that they (hould be more carelul in covering 
their boat-houfes from the fun and rain, than they arc 
in fccuring their dwellings from the fame injury. As 
the whole art of navigation depends upon their minutely 
obferving the motions of the heavenly bodies, it is allo- 
nifiiing w ith what cxadlncfs their navigators can dc- 
feribe the motions, and changes of thole luminaries. 
There was not a (lar in the hemilphere, fixed, or er¬ 
ratic, but Tupia could give a name to, tell when, and 
where, it would appear, and difappear; and, what 
was (lill more wonderful, he could tell, from the afpcct 
of the heavens, the changes of the wfind, and the al¬ 
terations of the weather, feveral days before they hap¬ 
pened. By this intelligence he had been enabled to 
vifit moll of the illands for many degrees round that of 
which he was a native. By the fun they llecr in the 
day, and by the (lars in the night; and by their Ikill 
in prefaging the w'cathcr, they can, without danger, 
lengthen or ftiorten their voyage as appearances arc for 
or againll them. Having no medium wherewith to 
trade, their voyages feem wholly calculated for difeo- 
very, or to incrcafc their acquaintance with other na¬ 
tions. Riches they do not feem felicitous to acquire. 
They certainly interchange their commodities among 
thcmfclvcs, as well as with ftrangers; the fifiicrman 
barters his fifii for the planter's brcad-fniit, and fo ot 
the reft; yet every man feems to be a fifherman, and 
every man a planter: this flicws, that we are dill 
ftrangers to their civil oeconomy. It had been good 
policy to havefuffered two ®r three young perfons, who 
were dclirous of Haying behind, to have fettled among 
them, cfpecially, as there was rcafon to believe, that 
the ifland would again be vifited, if for no other rca¬ 
fon than to rellorc to them the native who had volun¬ 
tarily undertaken a voyage to Europe; but againll this 
Capt. Cook feems to have been carefully guarded. With 
rcfpcdl to the art of painting among thele people, to us 
it appeared to be in a rude Hate, beingchiclly confined 
to the figures reprefented on their bodies, and the or¬ 
naments on their canoes. The figures on their bodies 
arc generally thofe of birds and lilhes, fometimes after 
nature, and fometimes the eftufions of fancy; but 
whatever is reprefented, the outline is traced w-ith fur- 
pri/ing exadnefs. This art is folely confined to the 
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priefthood, and is performed like baptilm as a rite, 
without which, after a certain age, none are accounted 
worthy of fociety. From twelve to fourteen is the pe¬ 
riod allotted for the performance of this rite, for be¬ 
fore that age children arc thought unable to endure the 
fmart. The other fort of painting in ufe among thefe 
iflanders may be rather called daubing, confining only 
in colouring the rude carvings in their pleafure boats, 
&c. fometimes with one colour, fometimes with ano¬ 
ther, but moll commonly with red. Wc fliall clofe 
this head with a few remarks on their marine force, or 
war canoes, confidered as their grand, fleet. Capt. 
Cook when lall at Otaheitc conceived rather an unfa¬ 
vourable opinion of Otoo’s capacity and talents; but 
the tapid improvements fincc made in the ifland con¬ 
vinced us, that he mull be a man of good parts; and 
it is certain that he has Ibme judicious, fenliblc men 
about him, w ho have a great fliare in the government: 
but we cannot fay how far his power extends as king, 
nor how far he can command the aflillance of the other 
chiefs, or is controulablc by them: this however is cer¬ 
tain, that all have contributed towards bringing the illc 
to its prcfentflourifliing (late : yet we found it not with¬ 
out divifions among their great men. The king told 
us, that Towha, the admiral, and Poatatou, were not 
his friends. Thefe being two leading chiefs, Otoo 
mud have been jealous of them on account of their 
great power ; yet on every occalion he feemed to court 
their intered. VVe are inclined to think they faifed by 
far the greated number of veflels and men, to go againd 
Eimeo, and were to be the two commanders in the ex¬ 
pedition, which, according to common report, was to 
take place five days after our departure. Waheatoua, 
king of Tiarabou, was to join this fleet to that of Oroo, 
and that young prince was to be one of the comman¬ 
ders. One would think fo fmall an ifland as Eimeo, 
v ould have endeavoured to fettle matters by negotia¬ 
tion rather than relid the united force of thole two 
powerful nations; yet nothing was heard or talked of 
but fighting. Towha faid more than once, that he 
Ihould die in the action. Oedidee thought the battle 
would be fought at fea ; but we thought it mod proba¬ 
ble, that the people of Eimeo would remain at home 
on the dcfenfive, as we were informed they did about 
five or fix years ago, w'hen attacked by the' people of 
Tiarabou, whom they repulfcd. We were told, that 
fivegeneral officers were to command in this expedition, 
of which number Oroo was one; and, if they named 
them in order according to the pods they held, Otoo 
xvas only the third in command ; which feerns probable 
enough; for he being but a young man he could not 
have fufficient experience to be commander in chief, 
where the greated ikill and judgment feemed to be nc- 
celTaiy. Capt. Cook v as difpofed to have daid five 
or fix days longer, had he been fure the expedition 
would have taken place in that time, but it feemed they 
wanted us to be gone fird. It was fometimes reported, 
that it would not be undertaken before ten moons ; as if 
it was neceflary to have that time to put every thing in 
order. For feveral days before we failed, Otoo and 
the other chiefs had ceafedto folicit our alliance and af- 
fidance, which they were continually doing at fird; and 
after Capt. Cook had alTured Otoo, that if they got 
their fleet ready in time he would fail with them.down 
to Eimeo, we heard no more of it. Probably they 
thought it more political to be without us, knowing it 
was in our powder to beflow the vidlory on whom wc 
pleafed. Be this as it may, they undoubtedly wanted 
us to be gone before they undertook any thing; and 
thus we were deprived, much againd our inclination, 
.of feeing the whole fleet alTembled on this occafion* 
and, perhaps of being fpeedators of a well condueded 
engagement at fea. What number of veflels w ere ap¬ 
pointed for this grand expedition we could not learn. 
Wc heard of no more than two hundred and ten, be- 
fides a number of fmall canoes for tranfports, and the 
allied fleet of Tiarabou, the drength of which wc could 
not gain the lead intelligence: nor could we learn the 
number of men ncceflTary to man this fleet. Whenever 
quedion was alked, the was Wiirou, w^rgu. 


warou te Tata, that is many, many, men. AlloMinc 
forty to each war canoe, and four to each of the others 
which is a moderate computation, and the number 
will amount to nine thoufand; an adonilhing number 
if we confiderthey were to be raifed in only fourdif- 
trieds, and one of them, namely, Matavai, did not 
equip a fourth part of the fleet. That of Tiarabou is 
nor included in this account; and many other didricls 
might be aiming which we knew nothing of; yet we 
think the whole ifland of Otaheite did not arm on this 
Gccafion, for we faw not any preparations making at 
Oparree. We believe that the chief, or chiefs, of each. 
didri(d, fuperintended the equipping of the fleet be¬ 
longing to that didridl; after which they mud pafsin 
review before the king, who by this means knows the 
date of the w'hole intended to go on fervice. The num¬ 
ber of war canoes belonging to Attahourou and Ahopata 
is an hundred and fixty; to Tettaha forty; to Mata¬ 
vai ten; now if wt fuppofc every' didridl in the ifland, 
of which there are forty-three, to raife and equip the 
fame number of war canoes as Tettaha, according to 
this edimate, the whole ifland can raife and equip one 
thoufand feven hundred and tw enty war canoes, and 
fixty-eight thoufand able men, allowing forty to each 
canoe ; and feeing thefe cannot amount to above one 
third part of the number of both fexes, children in¬ 
cluded, the whole ifland cannot contain lefs than twa 
hundred and four thoufand inhabitants. This at firlt 
fight exceeded our belief; but when, upon a review 
of this calculation, we confidered the vad fwarms of 
natives which appeared wherever w’C went, wc were 
convinced our edimate was not much, if at all toU 
great. There cannot, in our opinion, be a drongcf 
proof of the richnefs and drtility of Otaheite (not forty 
leagues, or 120 miles, in circuit) chan that of its fup- 
porting fuch a number of warriors and warlike inhabU 
tants, all artids, and poircflTed of a fleet both their glor/ 
and defence. Such is the prefent date of the arts irt 
this celebrated ifland, w’hich, had Tupia lived to have 
come to England, and to have returned again to his own 
country, would, no doubt, have received dill more 
rapid improvements ; for he was a man of real genius,- 
a pried of the fird order, and an excellent artid. His 
boy Tayota was the darling of the Endeavour’s cr§w, 
being of a mild and docile difpofition, ready to do any 
kind office for the meaned in the fliip ; never com* 
plaining, but always pleafed. They both died much 
lamented at Batavia, the occafion of which has been rc* 
latcd in its proper place. 

The manufadlurcs of Otaheite are of various kindff;, 
that of cloth is in the highed edimation among them. 
The material of wEich one Ibrt is made is neither fpun> 
nor woven in a loom, but in every rcfpedl is prepared 
after the fird Ample manner of making paper before 
inills were applied to facilitate the labour. I'hc bark li 
fird dripped from the tree and laid in the water, as wc 
do flax, to foak: it is then diveded of the rind by 
feraping, till only the fibres of the infide remain. 
When properly cleanfed, it is placed upon leaves, one. 
layer by the fide of another, till it is of fufficient 
breadth; and in the fame manner it is extended to 
what length the manufadlurcr chufes, or the ground 
will admit; and to drengthen it and increafe its 
breadth, one layer is laid over another till it is of the 
fubdance required. This done, it is left to drain, and 
when jud dry enough to be rai-fed from the ground, ic 
is placed upon a kind of dage, made, of fmooth boards* 
and beat with a fquare beater about a foot long,, and two 
or three inches broad. On each of the four fidcs. of 
this beater parallel lines are cut Icngthwife: 
lines differ in fineiiefs, in a proportion from fmad 
twine to a filken thread. They fird begin with the 
coarfed fide of the beater, and finilli with the fincfl* 
By the continual application of this beater, in which 
two people are continually employed, who dand opp<>" 
fitc to each other, on each fide of the flage, and regulate, 
their drokes like fmiths on an anvil, the cloth, if doth 
it may be called, in its rough date thins apace, and as 
it thins, it of courfe increafes in breadth. When 
hj^s undergone tfi.i^ procefs, it is then fpread out cc? 

whiten. 
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which when fufficicntly done it is delivered 

whofe province is to look it carefully. 
''^nd ro remove all blemidies. Thus far com- 
“r^’i ir is coloured, generally red or yellow, after 
Phlei it ii rolled and laid up for life. By this procefs 
!lVder will readily comprehend in what manner the 
> miv be varied into fine or coarfe, according to 
^^'^Iintcrials of labour be- 

ed uDOh it. In Otaheite the bark of three diftc- 
mes is made ufc of in this manufacTruic; the 

Chinefe paper mulberry, the bread-fruit tree an^d the 
I ^ tree. Of the firft and fecond the fineft forts 
"rfrnSe 7 but of the lad, the moft durable. The 
firfV and fecond imbibe water like paper; but the lat- 
„% ill rcfift the rain. They have a method of w-aft- 
inrr this cloth, atfter it has been worn, and when w afhed 
"lavain beaten; by fhis lad procefs itjs rendered 
very foft and pliable. Another confiderablc manufac¬ 
ture is that of matting, madelikewife of the rinds of 
olantsandihrubs, which are worked to a degree of 
Lenefs not to be equalled by any thing of the kind 
known in Europe. Of this manufadlure are made 
their fails the covering of their beds, and their cloath- 
n<r in rainy weather. Their cordage is another con- 
fidcrablc article, which is made of the nnd of a plant 
not unlike a wild nettle. In this manufadurc they 
likewife excel, but we do not learn that any of it was 
purchafed for the Ibip’s ufe. Their lines made for fifli- 
incarc much fuperior to any thing of the kir.-d ufed in 
Europe, being ftrongcr and infinitely more durable. 
Their fillung nets have the fame advantages; but the 
cortlsmadc of human hair, which the ladies wind round 
their heads, and which, like netting, is the chief 
amufement of the ladies there, is incomparably be¬ 
yond anv thing that can be conceived in twilling. Mr. 
Banks is faid to have had in his pofleffion a fpccimcn 
of it, near two thoufand yatds in length, and as fine as 
bur fined thread, not having one knot, or apparent 
joining, neither have they any engine to affift them in 
the performance, but all is done by the hand, and with 
d quicknefs that almod exceeds belief. They have 
likewife a mdnufadfure of bafker, or wicker work, of 
fi’hich every native is a proficient; and as they have a 
kirtdof emulation in excelling in this kind of \vol*k, it 
is not to be wondered at, that thete fhould be as many 
different fbnns, as there arc different makers, fome of 
them incomparably near. But among the curiofities of 
this kind, that which w’as mod admired by the Endea¬ 
vour’s people, when at this iflc, was the figure of a 
man upwards of feven feet high, reprefented in bafket 
work, which they imagined wds a reprefentation of one 
of theif deities. This wicker fkeleton was completely 
covered with feathers, white where the fkin was to ap¬ 
pear, arid black in thofe parts which it is their cudom 
to paint or daiilj and upon the head, where there was 
to DC a reprefentation of hair. Upon the head were 
four protuberances, three ill front, and one behind, 
which the natives called late-etee, or little men. 
Other manufadurcs of lefs account, yCt not unw-orchy 
of notice, are their weapons of war, which feem to be 
the workriianfliip of the owmers, their fidiing tackle of 
various forts, their working tools, and their jewelcry; 
hut in this lad it cannot be expected, confidcring their 
tools, they diould have any fcope to difplayor cxcrcife 
ingenuity. 

Vv'e come now to fpeak of their civil government, of 
which we have it not in our po\\ cr to give our readers 
a didindl and perfed idea. This ifland of Otaheite 
niadc formerly but one kingdom ; how long it has been 
divided into two we cannot pretend to fay, we believe 
not long. 'Ehc kiingsof iKarabod, are a branch of the 
family of Opoureonu ; at prefent the two are nearly re¬ 
lated, and wc believe the former is, in fome mcafurc, 
dependent on the latter. Otoo is diled Earcc dc hie 
the whole ifland; and wc w’cre told, that Wahea- 
toiia, the king of Tiaralx)u, mud uncover before him, 
m the fame manner as the lowed order of his fubjedls 
dp- This homage is not only paid to Otoo, but to 
^e\'atou, his brother, and his fecond fidcr, to the 
nnc as heir, and to the other as heir apparent. We 
fpinctiixics fs^cB the Eowas aiid Whaaaoft covcff^J 


before the king, but whether by courtefy or by virtue 

of their oflice, we could not learn. Thefe men, who 
arc the principal perfons about the king, and form 
his court, are generally, if not always his relations. 
Tee, fo often mentioned in this narrative, was one of 
them. The Eowas, who hold the fird rank, attend in 
turns, a certain number each day, fo that they mav be 
called lords in waiting. Wc feldom found Tee abfcnc, 
and his attendance was necellary, as being bed able to 
negotiate' matters between Capt. Cook and the chiefs; 
on this fcrvice he was alw’ays employed, and he executed 
the fame, we have rcafon to believe, to the fatisfai^tion? 
of both parties. The Eowas and Whannos always cat 
with the king; nor do we know of any one being ex¬ 
cluded from this privilege, but the To'utous ; for as to 
the women, as wc have already obferved, they never 
cat with the men, let their rank be ever fo much ele¬ 
vated. Notwithdanding thefe edabliflied orders, there 
was very little about Otoo’S peffon or court, whereby a 
drangcr Could didinguifh the king from the fubjeUE 
We rarely faw him drefled in any thing but a common 
piece of cloth wrapped round his loins; fo that he 
feemed to avoid all outward pomp^ and even to demean 
himfelf more than any of his Earees around him. Wc 
have fecn his majedy work at a paddle, in coming to 
and going from the fhip, in common with others in 
the boat; and even when fome ol his Toutous fat look¬ 
ing on; and fuch is the uncontrouled liberty of this 
happy ifie, that every individual has free accefs 
to him without the lead ceremony; hence it is, 
that the E.arccs and other chiefs are more bc-t 
loved than feared by the bulk of the people. Wc 
" I fhould think ourfelvcs happy in knowing more of this 
mild and equal government, than the general out-line; 
for as to the orders of the condituent parts, how con- 
drucled, difpofed, and conneifled, fo as to form one 
Iwdy politic, we can fay but little. From what we 
have been able to difeover, and gather from informa¬ 
tion, it feems very evidently to be ot the feudal kind ; 
and a remarkable conformity appears between the po¬ 
litical edablilhment of Otaheite, and that of the an- 
tient Britons, which confided of feveral fmall nations, 
under feveral petty princes, or chiefs, who in cafes of 
common danger united under one head. Thefe chiefs 
had all of them their refpeedive families, who multi¬ 
plying, became a didind clafs from the common peo¬ 
ple, and preferved by their pcrfonal courage, and le¬ 
nity, a very great infiucnce over them. Of thefe two 
claffcs, added to that of the priedhood, the whole body 
politic confided ; fo that among them, what one clafs 
found hecedary to command, the other was ready to 
execute. Hence it was that indudry took place, and 
arts were invented j and this feems to be the prefent 
date of the ifiandersof whom we arc now fpeaking/ 
Laws they had none, but fuch as arofe from the idea of 
fuperioriry and fubtniflion, fuch as excite parents to 
corred the faults of ihcir children; nciiher have the 
Otdheiteans any other at this day. There is no crim^ 
among them that fubjeds a man to death, and when 
life is taken away, it is always in the heat of paflion or 
refentment, and not the eflfed of formal accufation and 
deliberate punifhmcnt. The contentions that arofe; 
among the chiefs became the quarrels of the whole 
community, and thofe quarrels nccedarily led the parv 
ties to have recourfe to arms, and in proportion as the 
contentions grew more frequent, the weapons that were 
contrived for defence, grew more defperatc. It w^as 
not, however, till after civilization took tdacc, thaC 
contentions for liberty began to fpread devadacion 
among people of the fame community. In their pri¬ 
mary date of fubjedion, the people never entertained 
a thought that they were in fiavery: they obeyed as 
children do their parents, from a principle originating 
in nature, which induces the weak to fubmit to the 
drong, and thofe of uninformed underdanding to be 
governed by thofe whofe wifdorn and courage they rea¬ 
dily acknowledge. This, in our opinion, is an impar¬ 
tial andjud reprefentation of the dace of the civil go¬ 
vernment in Otaheite, wherein none think themfelves 
flaves, yet few are free. 

^ to the religion of this people, we arc as much at a 
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lofs for materials to form an opinion on this fubjed as 
former navigators. The little informati^ii we have hi¬ 
therto received is fo vague and contradictory, phat no¬ 
thing with certainty can be faid about it. We have 
faid they have idols, yet they appear not to be ido¬ 
laters ; that they have places of worlliip, yet never af- 
femble in congregations to pay adoration ; that they ac¬ 
knowledge deities of feveral orders, but that they have 
no forms of addrefhng them; and that they mutter 
fomewhat like extemporary prayers, yet have no ora¬ 
tories, or forms of devotion, nor any fet times for 
private or public worlliip. They have pricfls likewife 
of feveral orders, who have didercnt olhces alligned; 
but few of thofc offices are particularized, except that 
they prelidc and pray at funerals, and are the principal 
attendants at their Morais, or burying places; though 
it does not aypear that any ceremonies of devotion 
are performed there. I'he offices that have been ob- 
ferved as appertaining to the prieflhood are three, 
namely, circumcifing, tattowing, and praying at the 
funerals of the dead. Fhat of circumcifing is not per¬ 
formed after the manner of the Jews, but after a pe¬ 
culiar manner of their own, and has no doubt the pu¬ 
rity of the circunicifed for its objed, in bringing cver}^ 
part about them into contadi: with the water, with 
which they conllantly walh three times every day. 
l attowing, whatever its objed, is never omitted ; and 
praying for the dead is a proof that they believe in the 
foul’s cxifting in a feparate ftate, after death, w hich is 
confirmed by their placing meat and drink in therr bu- 
rying places. In rhiscuftom, they are far from being 
liiigular. Among the antienr Romans, in the infancy 
of their flat -, they placed meat upon the tombs of i 
their dereafed fricmls, that the ghoffs might come out 
and eat, as they believed they would; and when they 
intended to exprefs the moll abjedt ftate of human 
wretchednefs, they ufed to fay, fuch a creature gets 
his food from the tombs.” 1 he charadler of the Ta- 
hovva in Otaheite, very nearly correfponds w irh that of 
Druid among the antienc Britons. He is the chief 
prieft, and his erudition conftfts in learning the feveral 
traditional memorials of antient times j in being made 
acquainted w ith the opinion of their anceftors, concern¬ 
ing tHe origin of things ; and in the repetition of ftiort 
myrtcrious fentences, in a language which none but 
thofc of their own orders can underftand. The Bra- 
.mims of the call have their myftic, unknown tongue, 
as have alfo all the followers of the great Zoroafter. 
I'hc priefts are fuperior alfo to the reft of the people in 
the know ledge of navigation and aftronomy, and in 
all the liberal arts, of which thefe people have any 
idea. Thus far the character of the I’ahow^a agrees 
with that of Druid, in every particular. The Druids 
w’cre the only perfons of any fort of learning, w hich 
conlifted in the obfervation of the heavens, knowledge 
of the liars, whereby they prefaged future events; they 
had the care of all religious matters, and their authoritv 
was abfolutc. The chief of the Druids, was pontifi 
or high prieft, whole dignity was cledlive. Thus we 
might trace die conformity of the culloms and manners 
of nations remote from each other, in their infant ftate, 
but we wave fuch an enquiry, as it might be thought 
foreign to our bufincTs in hand. 

We lhall conclude this hillorical fkctch of Otaheite 
with a brief account of their funeral ceremonies, in 
which die prieft and the people jointly alfift. When 
a native is known to be dead, the lioufe is filled with 
relations, w ho deplore their lofs, fomc by loud lamen¬ 
tations, and fomc by Icfs clamorous, but more genuine 
expreifions of grief . Thofe w ho arc the neareft de¬ 
cree of kindred, and nioft alfe<fled by the event, arc 
lilcnt; the reft arc one moment uttering paflionatc ex-, 
prelfions, or exclamations in a chorus, and the next 
laughing and talking, without the leall appearance of 
concern, much like the manner of the wild Irifti; 
but this Iblemnity is continued for a day and a night, 
w hcrcas by the Irifti it ns continued feveral nights. On 
die next morning the body is ftiroudcd, and conveyed 
to die fea fide on a biqr, upon the Ihoulders of the 
bearerj, and attended by the prieft, w ho having prayed 
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over the body, repeats his fentences d'urihg the nro 
ccllion. When they arrive at the- waters 
down on the beach; the prieft-renews fiis prayers , anil 
taking' up foipe, of the water iit his handi fprinkies t 
towards the body^ but not upon it. It is then carriell 
back forty or fifty yards, and foon after brought again 
to the beach, where the prayers and fprinkiing arc iti- 
peated. It is thus removed backwards ^nd.lbrwards 
feveral times; andduring thepcrrornianccof thjs ccrc- 

mony, a houfc has been built, and a fniall piece of 
ground railed round, in the centre of which a llage is 
trjdcd whereon they place the bier, and the bodi'is 
left to putrify, till the flefh is wafted from the bones 
As foon . as die body is depofitcd in the Morai, the 
mourning is renewed. The women now aficnible* and 
are led to the door by the neareft relation, who flrikes 
a fhark's tooth feverai times into the crow n of her head * 
the blood copioufly follows, and is carefully received 
upon pieces of cloth, or linen, w'hich are thrown un¬ 
der the bier. The reft of the women follow this exam¬ 
ple, and the cei-emony is repeated at the interval of 
two or three days, as long as the zeal and forrow of the 
parties hold out. The tears alfo w hich are fiied upon 
this occafton are received upon pieces of cloth, and of¬ 
fered as oblations to the dead. Some of the younger 
people cut oft* their hair, w hich is likew ife thrown un¬ 
der the bier. This cuftoni is founded on the notion, 
as fome of our gentlemen thought, that the foul of 
thedeceafed is hovering abcwit the place where the body 
is depofitcd ; that it obfei ves the aclions of the fur- 
vivoi s, and is gratified by fuch teftiinonics of their af¬ 
fection and grief; but whether this is part of the na¬ 
tives faith is very problematical; neither, in our opi¬ 
nion, is it certain, that the prieft is an attendant in 
the funeral proccfiion down to the wateis edge; for in 
the funerals at w hich Mr. Banks was a j. arty, no men¬ 
tion is made of a prieft ; and Tubeiai 'rumaide, who 
was chief mourner, performed the whole of the fu¬ 
neral fervice. The natives arc all faid to fly before thefe 
pioccftions, and the rcafon aftigned is, bccaufe the 
chief mourner carries in his hand a long flat ftick, the 
edge of which is fet with ftiarks, and in a phreiify, 
w hich his grief is fuppofed to have infpired, he runs at 
all he fees, and if any of them happen to be over¬ 
taken, he ftrikes them moft unmercifully with his in¬ 
dented cudgel, which cannot fail to wound them in a 
moft dangerous manner; but this rcafon, though a 
plauftblc one, docs not, in our judgment. Teem to come 
up to w hat is faid in the couife of the relation, by the 
compiler of Capt. Cook’s voyage, who tells us, that 
while the corpfc is carrying in proccfiion, the people 
cveiy where fly and hide thcmfelvcs in the woods, anti 
that none but thofe immediately concerned in it, it 
they can avoid it, come in fight. Were it only for fear 
of the cudgel that thefe people fled, they needed not 
run fo far as the woods, nor to quit their houfes (as Mr. 
Banks obferved they did w hen the corpfc of an old 
w'oman, whofe funeral he attended, came by in pro- 
cefiion) to hide thcmfelvcs in holes; it would have 
been fufficient for them to have kept out of the reach 
of the cudgel; but they muft be awed by fome fccret 
motive ; fome fuperftitious dread of fome misfortune 
happening to them, fliould they meet the corpfc, ci¬ 
ther in an unlucky place, or in an ominous lituation; 
as at this day many people in the northern parts of Bri¬ 
tain get out of the w-ay of a corpfe w'hcn carrying 
the grave, for thefe or the like rcafons. I’he people of 
Otaheite, w^e think, are not intimidated by theappre- 
henfion of being beaten ; but they may have a dread 
upon them of they know not what; yet it is fuch a 
dread as infcnfibly impels them to keep at a diftance, 
and if they are by accident furprized, and meet a 
corpfe at the corner of a ftreet, or the rounding of a 
hill, they never fail to blefs ihemfelvcs, and turn the 
way the corpfc is carrying, and walk in the fame di- 
redfion for feveral paces to avert the bad effedfs of the 
unlucky omen, which they always interpret againft 
ibemfelves. In an account of the funeral ceremonies 
of the iflanders in the South Seas, the writer, who 
judged from what he himfelf faw, and not from whac 
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VIS reported to him, tells us, that the prieft, accom- 
'‘niea\vith two boys painted black, attend the Moral, 
place where the corpfe is dcpolitcd, to receive the 
ws' fiih, and other provifions, which on thcfcocca- 
lions* are offered to the Ethooa, or deity of the place, 
and to lay them upon an altar. This prieft is alfo em- 
loyed in ftrevving over the body of the defunct leaves, 
and flowers of bamboo ; and for two or three days he 
Jjccafionally ranges the adjacent fields and w oods, from 
which every one retires on his approach. The rela¬ 
tions, in the mean time, build a temporary houfe near 
the Morai, where they aflemble, and the females mourn 
for the deccafed, by linging fongs of grief, howling, 
and wounding their bodies in different places with 
lharks teeth ; after which they bathe their wounds in 
the next river or fea, and again return to how l and cut 
thcmfelvcs, which they continue for three days. After 
the body is corrupted, and the bones are become bare, 
the fkeleton is dcpofiicd in a fort of ftone-pyramid 
built for that piirpofe. Thcfe Moiais arc frequented 
bv tw^o birds facred to their gods, namely, the grey 
heron, and a blue and brown king-fiflier ; but whether 
thefe birds, or the priell and his attendants eat the of¬ 
ferings that arc made to the prefiding deity, or whether 
they arc eaten at all, we arc not informed, though w'c 
have fpared no pains in making enquiries among our 
friends and fellow voyagers, concerning this and fevcral 
other doubtful and qiicftionablc particulars. It is 
agreed, however, that the piety of the natives is in no 
inflance fo ftmngly exprelfcd as in the profufion of co¬ 
vering they bellow upon the remains of their deceafed 
friends, and in the ornaments with w hich they decorate 
their Morals, but thefe Morais are not the receptacles 
of the ordinary dead, but appropriated folely to the 
life of the principal families to which each refpeef- 
fully belongs : how it fares with the bodies of thecom- 
moii herd we could not learn, whether they arc fuf- 
fered to rot upon the ground, or under it j nor have 
our principals afforded us information concerning this 
particular; indeed they feem to have been mofl: intent 
upon what is ftriking in high life, without regarding 
the ordinary occurrences that daily pafs among the 
multitude; thefe did not much attraiff: their notice. 
We (hall jiiff add to what has been faid under tliis 
head, that the Otaheiteans have neither phyficians or 
furgeons, by profclTion, except thepriefi:, w hofc relief 
confiffs in pniycrs and ceremonies, not in drugs or pre- 
feriptions; yet we muft not conclude from hence, that 
they arc deficient in the art of healing. Two or three 
inftances occur in the relations of different voyagers, 
which, to fay no more, are ftriking proofs of their 
knowledge in what is necclfary to preferve life. Tupia 
was pierced through the body with a lance, headed with 
foe jagged bone of the fting-ray: the weapon went in 
athisWk, and came out juft under his breaft ; yet he 
^^^s pcrfciftly cured, and never complained of any bad 
cffcdls of his wound. One man had his head almoft 
cruflicd, his face beat in, his nofe flatted, and one eye 
beat out, the hollow of which would almoft admit one’s 
hft; yet this man,^ \ve are told, was cured, and to all 
appearance felt no remaining pain. A third had a 
Hone through lii.s head with a fling, in the time of 
aftion, and yet, ftrangc and improkiblc as it may 
feem, he, like the others, wc are informed, appeared 
to enjoy a good ftatc of health. VVe will not vouch 
for the truth of all the circuniftanccs in thefe relations, 
"hich we think are rather of the marvellous kind, yet 
"e may be allowed to infer from the fads themfclvcs, 
that they arc inconteftiblc proofs, that the natives of 
taheite have a know ledge of the virtues of balfams, 
which wc are cither not poffeffed, or arc ignorant 
j'c<'ili«g qualities. I'Vom this narrative of the 
* ‘^nd ol Otaheite and its inhabitants, fome w ill be 
them their felicity; but it muft be rc- 
^ unbered as a foil to this, that they do not always 
: they arc frequently furprized by their 
^ ^^^ffklwurs, and whole diftrids are depopu- 
ri fo fo the invafions of one another’s ten ito- 

prove rucccfsful, the vidors fparc 
'•»cr man, woman, nor child. But it is time-now 
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to return to the (liip; which on the 14th df May w'C 
lelt under fail, and that night Ihe cleared the reef. 

On Sunday the 15th, w'e had an open fea, w ith d 
fine breeze in dur favour, and purfuod our voyage to 
the N. W. and N. W. by W. The frmie night wc madd 
the ifland of l luaheinc, and anchored ih the north 
cnrran .'c of O’Wharrc harbour. Oree, the chief, and 
fcveral of the n.icives paid us vifiis. Oree, among 
ocher articles, brouglit with him a hog; and the next 
day, being the i6th, Capt. Cook returned Oree’s vifit, 
prefenting to him fomc red feathers, which he held 
in his hand, and muttered over them a prayer^ This 
morning the people began to bring us fruit. The 
chief fent us two hogs, which were followed by him- 
felf and friends who came to dine with us. Oree 
aflvcd for axes and nails, which were readily given 
him. 'rhefe he diftributed as he plcafed, but beftowed 
the largcft ffiarc upon a youth w ho appeared to be his 
grandfon. After the diftribution was over they all re¬ 
turned afliore. Mr. Forfter, and a party w'ith him, 
W'ent up the countr)' to examine its produ< 5 lions; vvhic b 
he continued as a daily talk during the ffiip’s conti¬ 
nuance in thi.s harbour. As a fervant of Mr. Forftcr’s 
was w'alking along the Ihore, w'ithout a companion, he 
w'as befet by fcveral ftout fellows, who would have 
ftripped him, had not fome of our people arrived to 
his affiftance. One of the men made off' with a hatchet. 
This day the number of natives tliat came about the 
ffiip was fo great, that it was found ncccffary to place 
fentinels in the g:ingways, to prevent the men from 
coming on board ; but no oppolltion w as made to thd 
women, fo that the Ihip was crouded with them. 

On Tuefday, the 17th, we found Oree, and a great 
number of the principal people affemblcd in a houfe 
confulting together. We heard the late robbery men¬ 
tioned by them fcveral times; but the chief affured us, 
neither himfclf nor his friends had any hand in the 
fame, and defired Capt. Cook to kill with his guns 
thofc that had. We could not learn where the rob¬ 
bers were gone, and therefore, at prefent, took no 
more notice of the affair. In the evening a dramatic 
entertainn.'^nt was exhibited. The fubjeCt of the piece 
was that of a girl running away with us from Otaheite. 
This was not wholly a fiction, for a girl had taken her 
paffage with us from Ulietea, and was at this time pre¬ 
fent w hen her own adventures were reprefented: Ihc 
could hardly refrain from tears while the play was adling; 
and it was with much difficulty we perfuaded her to 
ftay out the entertainment. At the conclufion of 
the piece, the girl’s return to her friends was repre- 
fented ; and the reception ftie met with was not a fa^ 
vourablc one. It is vary probable that this part of the 
comedy was defigned to deter others from going away 
with us. 

On Wednefday, the i8th, king Oree came and 
dined on board, and the Captain, at his delire, or¬ 
dered the great guns to be ftiotted, and fired into the 
water, by way of falute at his arrival and departure : 
indeed he had by Ocdidcc given us to underftand, that 
he expeded the fame honours to be paid to him, as 
had been flicivn to the chiefs of Otaheite. A party of 
petty officers having obtained leave to amufe thcmfelvcs 
in the country, they took w ith them fomc hatchets, 
nails, 6cC. in bags, which were carried by tw'O natives, 
who w^ent with them as their guides, to fliew' the way. 
Thefe fellows made off' with the truft repofed in them, 
and artfully enough efleded their efcape. The party 
had W'ith them twomulqucts j and after it had rained 
fomc time, the natives pointed out fomc birds for them 
to ftioot. One of the guns went off, and the other 
miffed fire fcveral times. At this inftant, when the fel¬ 
lows faw thcmfelvcs fccure from both, they took the 
opportunity to run away, and not one of the party, 
beingall much furprized, had prefcncc of mind enough 
to purfue them. On the 19th a report was current, 
that the natives intended to rife and attack the Ihip. 
The captain, though he did nor think them ftrious in 
fuch an attempt, yet was unwilling totally to difrcgaid 
the intimation: he therefore ordered twenty ftand of 
arms to be in rcadinefs, in cafe any commotion fhould 
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be obfcrved among them ; but though the rumour in- 
Cre^fed throughout the day, yet no preparations could 
be perceived to countenance fuch a report ; and the 
king continued his vilits as ufual, never coming empty 
handed. 

On Friday, the 20th, the firft and fccond lieutenants 
with one of the mates, being out on a fliooting party, 
they were befet by niorc than fifty of the natives, who 
firfi took from them their arms, and then robbed them 
of what articles they had carried with them to trade. 
In the fcuffie the firfi: lieutenant loft the Ikirt of his 
coat, and one of the other gentlemen received a fevere 
blow. When the robbers had ftripped them of their 
merchandizes^ they reftored to them their fov\’ling 
pieces^ When this tranfacUpn came to the knowledge 
of Capt. Cook, he went immediately with a boat s crew 
on ftiorc, and entered a large houfe wherein were two 
chiefs. This, with all their effeefts, he took polfeflion 
of, and remained there, till he hestrd that the gentle¬ 
men had got fafe on board, and had all their things re¬ 
ftored to them. Oedidee informed us, Oree was fo 
much afte^iled with the relation of this, that he wept 
much. When on board, we learnt from the officers 
themfcivcs, that a fmall infult on their part was the 
occafion of the aftray; but fome chiefs interfering, 
took the officers out of the croud, and caufed every 
thing which had been taken from them to be reftored. 
On the 21 ft, we faw upwards of fixty canoes, moft of 
the people in them being Eareeoies, ftcej^ing for Ulietca, 
and we heard they were going to vifit their brethren in 
the neighbouring iflands. It feems thefe people have 
cuftoms among them peculiar to thcmfelves; and affift 
each other when necelfity requires: we may therefore 
call them the Free Mafons oi Huaheine. This day 
Orce fent a meflage to Capt. Cook, defiring he would 
come on fliore, and bring twenty-two men with him, 
in order to fearch for and chaftife the robbers. Oedidee 
brought with him twenty-two pieces of leaves to affift 
his memory, a cufiom very common among thefc peo¬ 
ple. This mefiage feemed to. us an extraordinary one, 
and therefore the captain went to the chief for better 
information. Orce informed him, that thefc fellows 
were a fet of banditti, who had formed themfcivcs 
into a body, and had rcfolvcd to rob all they met, for 
which purpofc they w'crc now alTembled and armed. 
Thcfe robbers Oree wanted us to attack, the captain 
faid they would fly to the mountains ; but he affiircd 
us to the contrary, and defired w’e would deftroy both 
them and their habitations, only fparing their canoes. 
This requeft feemed extraordinary, but the captain was 
rcfolvTd to comply with'it in part, left thefe fellows 
Ihould make more head, and become formidable; and 
alfo with a view of preventing the report from gaining 
ground in Ulietea, w'hcre w e intended going, and wc 
were apprehenfive aflbeiations might be formed in like 
manner, and the people might treat us in the fame 
way, or worfe, they being more numerous. Capt. 
Cook and his officers made ready to accompany king 
Orce in the expedition againft the robbers; and having 
ordered fifty marines with fome failors to be well 
anned, they landed near the palace of the king, and 
having required him to condudt them according to his 
promife, he very readily confented, and they all fet out 
together in very good order. The party increafed as 
w*e proceeded; and Oedidee told us, that feveral of the 
banditti had joined us, with the view of decoying us 
inio a place, where they might attack us to advantage. 
As we could place no confidence in any other perfon, 
wc took his advice, and proceeded with caution. Wc 
marched fevcial miles, when Capt. Cook declared he 
would proceed no farther; befides, w^e were informed 
that the men had fled to the mountains. At this time 
we were about to crofs/ a deep valley, witb ftcep rocks 
on each fide, where our retreat might have been rendered 
difficult, by a few men afiaulting us with ftones. 
Oedidee perfifted in his opinion; and we marched 
back in the fame order as we came. As we went along, 
we obfei^^cd feveral people coming dow'n the fidcs of 
the hills wdth clubs, which they immediately hid when 
they found w e faw them. This was fome confirma¬ 


tion of Oedidee’s fufpicions j but we could not per- 
fuade ourfelves that the chict had any (uch intention, 
whatever might be the deligns of his people. In out 
return we halted at a, convenient place, and wanting 
fome rcfrefliments, they were immediately brought us. 
When we arrived at the landing place we difeharged 
feveral volleys, to convince the natives, tliat wc could 
fupport a continual fire; alter which we returned on 
board, and the chief dined with us; haying brought 
with him a hog ready drdfed. After dinner we re¬ 
ceived a great number of prefents as peace-oflerings. 
Two chiefs brought each of them a pig, a dog, and 
fome young plantain trees, and with due ceremony 
prefented them fingly to the captain. Another brought 
n very large hog, with which he had followed us to the 
ihip/ A^quantityof fruit was brought us by others j 
fo that we Were likely to make more by this little ex- 
curfion, than by all the prefents we had made them; 
and the'expedition had one good effect at leaft, for tlic 
people were convinced that mufquets were more terri¬ 
ble things than they at firft imagined. Wc were pro- 
mifed a larger fupply of hogs and fruit the next day; 
but the chief was not fo good as his word. We went 
afliore in the afternoon, and found him fitting down to 
dinner. The people about him immediately began 
chcwin<r the pepper root; a cup of the juice Mas pre- 
(ented to Capt.'Cook, but he did not like the method 
of brewing it. Oedidee was not fo nice, and immedi¬ 
ately fwallowcd what the captain refufed* The chief 
wafiied his mouth with cocoa-nut water after he had 
taken the juice of the pepper root, tij^d ate a large 
quantity of plantain, repe, and malice, and hnilhed 
his dinner by eating and drinking a compofition of 
plantains, bread-fruit, maht^e, &c. of the coniiftence 
of a cuftard ; of this he took about three pints. He 
dined in the open air, at the outfide of his houfe, and 
during dinner time a play was performing within the 

On Monday the 23 d, wc put to Tea. The chief and 
Capt. Cook took an aftedionate leave of each other. 
When Oree heard that wc never intended coming there 
any more, he faid, Let your fons come, we will tieat 
them wtII. We did not get a fufficieiu fupply of hogs 
at this illand, though they did not appear to be fcarce; 
but we obtained more fruit than wc well knew wdi^ to 
do with. Our ftock in trade being nearly exhaufted, 
we found it neceffary to fet the fmiths to work, in ma¬ 
king different forts of iron tools, that an influence might 
be kept up at the other iflands, and to enable us to pro¬ 
cure refrclhments. . 

On Tuefday the 24th, we anchored in Ulietea, ana 
was vifited by Oreo the chief, who brought with him a 
handfome prefent. A party of us went aftiorc to make 
the chief a prefent. and as we entered his houfe mo 
wxre met by five old w’omen, who lamented very bit¬ 
terly, and cut their faces in a (hocking manner. This 
was not the word part of the ftoiy, for we Merc 
obliged to fubmit to their amiable embraces, and get 
ourfelves covered with blood. After this ceremony 
was over, they wafhed themfclvej^ and appeared as 
chearful as any other perfon. _ . 

On Friday the 27th, Oreo paid us a vifit, m com 
pany with his w’ife, fon and daughter, and bioug ^ 
wdththem a veiy handfome prefent ot all'kinds 
frefhments. Wc accompanied them on (liore after ai 
ncr, and were entertained with a play which con¬ 
cluded wdth the reprefentation of a woman in lJ 
performed by a fet of brawny fellows ; the 
was brought forth was at leaft fix feet high. As 00 
as the child was delivered, they preffed his nofe, vv ^ 
feemed to indicate that they really take this 
wdth all their children, which occafions that nat 
which their nofes generally have. On the 29th 
things were ftolen out of our boats, which ^ 

buoy; but on application to the chief, ‘vve ujt 

all returned, except an iron tiller, and in ftcu 01 
they brought us two large hogs. On Monday, the 3 > 

a party of us fet out for Oedidee’s eftatc on the ^ 
ticrh inftant, accompanied by the chief and his lan ^ 
Wlv-n wc arrived there, w'e found that Oedidee c 
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„„r coninwnJ any thing, though he had promifed iis 
,nd fruit in abundance; they were now inpolTcr- 
Y brother. We had here an opportunity of 
kill and drefs a pig, which was done in the 

Mowing manner-.three men firft ftrangled the hog; 

Un Kncr was laid on his back, two men laid a flick acrofs 
? fhroat prciring at each end, the third man fluffed 
nn^is fundLicnt with grafs, and held his hind legs. 
The hog was kept in this pofition for ten minutes, be- 
f re he was dead. An oven, which was clofc by, was 
heated They laid the hog on the fire as foon as he 
was dead, and finged off his hair; he was then carried 
to the fca-fide and wafhed. The carcafe was then laid 
on clean green leaves, that it might be opened. They 
firfl took out the lard, and laid it on a green leaf, the 
entrails wore then taken out and carried away in a baf- 
ket; the blood was put into a large leaf. The hog was 
then wafhed quite clean, and feveral hot flones M^cre put 
into his body; it was then placed in the'oven on his 
belly, the lard and fat were put in a veffel, with two 
or three hot flones, and placed along-lide the hog; the 
blood was tied up in a leaf, with a hot flone, and put 
into the oven; they covered the w'hole with leaves, on 
which were placed the remainder of the hot flones; 
they afterwards threw a great deal of rubbifh in, and 
covered the whole with earth. A table was fpread with 
green leaves, w hile the hog was baking, w hich took up 
little more than two hours. We fat down at one end of 
the table, and the natives, who dined with us, at the 
other; tlie fat and blood were placed before them, and 
the hog before us. Wc thought the pork exceeding 
good indeed, and every part of it was w'cll done. The 
natives chiefly dined of the fat and blood, and faid it 
was very good victuals. The whole of this cookery was 
condudlcd with remarkable cleanlinefs. This cflate of 
Oedidee was fiiiall, but very plcafant; and the houfes 


formed a pretty village. After we had dined, wc re¬ 
turned to the Ihip. In our way wc faw four wooden , 
images, each two feet long. They flood on a flielf, 
had a large piece of cloth round the middle, a turban 
on their heads, fliick with cocks feathers. They told 
us thefe were their fcr\'ants gods. 

On Tuefday the 31(1, the people hearing that wc 
intended failing, brought abundance of fruit on board, 
which continued on the i fl of June. We were inform¬ 
ed that two fliips had arrived at Iluaheinc. The per- 
fon who brought the information deferibed the perfons 
of Capt. Furncaux and Mi*. Banks fo well, that we had 
no doubt of the truth of the afTcrtion; we therefore 
thought of fending a boat over there, but a man came 
on board, and declared the whole to be a lye. We 
could not confront the fellow who brought the intelli¬ 
gence, for he was gone away, and the danger of fending 
the boat was put a flop to. 

On Saturday the 4th of June, the chief and his family 
came on board to take leave, bringing a handfome pre- 
fent with them. Thefe people denied that there were 
any fliips at Huahcinc. We were vciy riiuch impoitun- 
cd to return to this place'; when wc told them \ye could 
not, their grief was bitter, and we believed it to be 
real. l‘hcy dcfircd Capt. Cook to acquaint them with 
his burial place, and faid they would be buried with 
hirn. A ftrong proof of affedlion and attachment; 
Wc left Oedidee here, as we could not promife that 
more fliips would be fent from England to thofe iflands: 
he left us with infinite regret. Oedidee did not leave 
us till wc were out of the harbour, and (laid to fire fomc 
<nms, it being his Majefty’s birth-day. Ibis youth 
was of a gentle docile,‘humanc difpofition, and would 
have been a better fpccimcn of the natives chart 
Omiah. 


CHAP. VI. 


Departure of the RMtiion from Ulktea^lncidents at Savage TJIand—hfaucef the fei‘oaiy of lhemtives--Defcnp.tQn of 
ihisiJland-^Pafagefrom hence tirRotterdam^Remarkuble tranfaFiions at ibis place, and the mjolence f the natives^An 
acemnt of th^ people in furtlelfimd^Oue called by the natives Amhym dfeovered^rranfaFlions while here, and ferocious 
behaviour of the inhabitants—A pariicidar defcription of thefe people—The Refohii ion continues her courfe frm or 
Sandwich^PaffesThree^hill and Shepherd's Jjlands^S leers in a dircF/ion for Sandwich Ijland, in or^r to dfeover the 
Souibcrn extremity of the Archipelago—Hojlile behaeviour of the natives ofSandwneb Jfle, and of feveral 
lyTanna, and Erromango—An account of a Volcano—CharaFler of Pamang a great chief Adscript ion of e counry, 

iL in.uA natives deferibed—Arrives at hiromango—Tbe wejtein 


y lanna, ana SLrroman 7 o—/in actouni or a yoicam—vj x ^ ^ cri 

^c.-^Departure ofthe^Rfolutionfrom the ijland ofTamia—The natives deferibed—Arrives at 

coaft of the New Hebrides explored—More new ijjandsdifeovered—Inhabitants and country about Cape Lalntlt defaibed 
—The ijland of Pines difetwered, with an account of thefe and other trees^ 


T he day after wc left Ulietea we faw land, which 
proved to be a low ifiand difeovered by Capt. 
"VVailis, and called by him Howe Ifiand. We faw land 
again on the i6th, which we called Palmerfton Ifiand, 
ki honour of lord Palmerfton, one of the lords of the 
Admiralty. On the 20th wc difeovered land again, 
and inhabitants appearing upon the fhore; we equipped 
two boats, and as we approached, the inhabitants re¬ 
tired into the woods. When wc landed, we took poll 
on a high rock, to prevent a furprife, and the botani- 
htig party began collecting plants, with which the 
country feemed covered. Capt. Cook took two men 
^•thhiiTi and entered the woods, but on hearing the 
‘nnabitants approach they returned. Wc made every 
Jricndly fign in our power, but were anfwcred by 
jnenaces; and one of the natives threw a flone, which 
. of our party. Two mufqucts were fired 

indifcriminately, and they all retreated into the woods, 
aving embarked, we proceeded along the coart till 
ccamc to a place where four canoes lay. In order 
0 prevent being furprifod, and to fecure a retreat, the 
cn drawn up upon a rock, from whence they 
® a view of the heights. Capt. Cook and only four 
f(» ^ ^ ith him went to look at the canoes. Very 

n after the nativo> rufiied out of the wood upon us, 
W'cendeavoured tone purpofe to bring them to a 


parly; they threw their darts, and appeared very feroci¬ 
ous, Wc difeharged fome mufquets in the aif, but 
this did not intimidate them, for they ftill threw darts 
and flones. Capt. Cook’s mufquet miffed fire, other- 
wife he would certainly have killed the ring leader of 
them. The men drawm upon the rock fired at fome 
w'ho appeared on the heights, which rather allayed the 
ardour of our antagonifts. and we had an opportunity 
to join the marines. We do not think any of the na¬ 
tives were hurt, but they all retreated into the woods; 
and feeing we could make nothing of them, wc returned 
to the Ihip. Capt. Cook named this place Savage Ifiand, 
from the condueft and afpedl of the ifianders; its fitua- 
tionis fouth latitude 19 deg. i min. weft longitude 169 
dcff. 37 min. its form is circular, and is about 11 leagues 
in circumference. The countr)" appears entirely cover¬ 
ed with trees and ftirubs. Nothing but coral rocks 
were to be feen along the fiiores. 1 he inhabitants do 
not appear to be very numerous; they go entirely naked, 
except round the waifl, and feem flout well made men. 
Some of them had their £highs, brcaft, and faces painted 

black. , 1 j 

We fteered for Rotterdam, and as we drew near it 

feveral canoes laden with fruit came along-lide of us, 
but we did not fhorten fail. The people on board them 
wanted us much to go towards thefr coaft, telling us, as 
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well as they were able, wc might fafely anchor there. 
They enquired for Capt. Cook by name. We came to 
anchor on the north-^lrdc of the illand on the 26th 
inrtant. The inhabitants brought to us great quanti¬ 
ties of yams and haddocks, for which wc gave them old 
rags and nails. A party of us w ent alhore to look for 
water, and were civilly received by the natives. Wc 
got fomc water, but it was rather bra'ckilh. We got a 
plentiful fiipply bf fruit and oats, as well as water, but 
happened to leave the lurgeon on fliOre. Me got a 
canoe to bring him off; but juftas he was getting into 
it, one of the natives fnatched away his mufquet and 
ran off wdth it, after which no perfon would bring him 
on board. He certainly would have been rtripped, 
had he not prefented a tooth-pick cafe to them, which 
they took for a little gun. When Capt. Cook heard of 
this tranfaiflion, he went afliore ; but the natives fled at 
his approach. We did wrong in not taking any fleps 
for the recovery of the gun, as it encouraged the in¬ 
habitants to make more depredations. A boat w-as 
fcntafliore on the 28th for fome water, when the peo¬ 
ple behaved in a rude and drliring manner ; it was w'ith 
dilliculty they got their water-calks filled, and into the 
boats again. The lieutenant who- commanded this 
party had his gun fnatched from him, and moff of 
the people had fomething or other taken away from 
them. This was the effect of ill timed lenity. Capt, 
Cook landed foon after, and rcfolvcd to have the gun 
reftored. All the marines were ordered alhore armed. 
As the botaniling party were in the country, three guns 
were iired from the fliip to alarm them, as we did not 
know how the natives might behave to them. The 
natives' knew wed enough what w^e intended, and 
brought the mufquet long before the marines got alhore. 
When the lieutenant and the marines arrived, they all 
fled; Capt. Cook feized two double canoes in the cove, 
and threw a few fmall ffot into a fellow’s legs, who 
made fomc refiftancc. We very foon obtained the other 
mufquet, and then the canoes were rcllored. When 
w'c returned to the cove, the people wanted to perfuade 
us that the man Capt. Cook fired at was dead, which 
we thought very improbable. Capt. Cook delired a 
man to rclforc a cooper’s adze which had been ftolen 
that morning, and he went away, as wc thought, to fetch 
it; but wc were miftaken, for he foon returned with 
the wounded man hretched out on a board apparently 
dead. The furgeon was fent to drefs his wounds, 
w hich in his opinion were but flight, and of no confe- 
qucnce. Capt. Cook ftill inlifled upon the adze, and 
with a great deal of dilliculty obtained it. An old 
woman prefented a young girl to Capt. Cook, giving 
him to undcrfland that llie was at his fcrvicc. The 
girl w'as artful enough, and wanted to bargain for a fliirt 
and a (pike nail, neither of which the captain had with 
him. He was. then given to undcrfland that he might 
retire with her upon credit, which he refufed. The old 
procurers then abufed him, fayinghe was infcnfibletoher 
charms; the girl was very pretty, and w^anted to go 
aboard a lliip with the captain; but he would not take 
her, as he had given orders no women fliould be ad¬ 
mitted there. 

On the 29th wc failed, and a great many canoes came 
up with u.s, loaded with fruit, 6cc. w hich were exchang¬ 
ed ibr the ufual commodities. The palTion of our 
people forcuriolities was as great as ever, and they were 
llripjiGd of molt ot the clothes the ladies ofOtaheite had 
left them. We Itrccchcd out for Ainattafoa on the 30th, 
and Icvcral canoes tame to us from all parts with the 
common ankles; out of one of them we got two 
pigs, which in this part of the world are a fcarce 
comniodity. 

On bric-ay the flrlt of July we difeovered land, the 
mailer and the Itouc were fent into tlie found to And 
anchorage, four or five people were difeovered on the 
lliore, who reti-catcd as the boat advanced, and they all 
fled to the woods when the boat landed. Themaffer 
returned, and brought woiil there were no foundings 
without tne icet; that he lowcd in for the Ihorc, intend¬ 
ing to fpcak to the people, w ho were about twenty in 
number, armed with clubs and fpears; but they all 


returned into the woods on his approach. Hclclcfonic 
trifles upon the rocks, which they certainly found, tor 
fcveral people were feen at the place foon afterwards. 
The number of inhabitants on this ifland arc fuppokd 
to be very fetv, and it is very probable that the few who 
are there only came to catch turtles, of w hich there arc 
a great number here. This ifland is lituated S. latitude 
19 deg. 48 min. W. longitude 178 deg. 2 min. VVe 
called it Tunic Ifland. 

After a good deal of Itormy weather we faw an 
ifland, called by the natives Ambrym, on the zift of 
July. Wc difeovered a crock as we drew nearer the 
Ihorc, which had the appearance of a good harbour; 
many people were affcmblcd, w ho invited us on lliorc, 
but we did not chufc to go, as they w'cre armed with 
bows and arrows. Wc fent out tw^o armed boats to dif- 
cover a port about a league more to the fouth, where 
we anchored in eleven fathoms water. Several of the 
natives came off to us, bat adted wdth great caution; 
at laft they trufled themfclves alongfidc, and exchanged 
arrows for pieces of cloth. The arrows were pofhtcd with 
bone, and dipped in a green gummy fubllance, whicli 
we imagined to be poifonous. Prefents were made to 
two men. who ventured on board, and others came at 
night for the fame purpofe, but they were not ad¬ 
mitted. 

On the 22nd, in the morning, fcvcral natives came 
round us; forne fw^am, and others came in canoes. 
Wc prevailed on one man with fome difficulty to come 
on board, and he was followed by more than w e w iflied. 
Various articles were given to four of them, which were 
taken into the cabin; tlicfc tlicy fhewed to others in the 
canoes, who were very well pleafed wdth their recep¬ 
tion. We were all put in confulion by an accident 
which happened while thefe w'cre in the cabin. One 
of the natives who had been refufed admittance into 
one of our boats bent his. bow at the boat-keeper, to 
flioot a poifoned arrow at him; he was prevented by 
fome of his countrymen, and Capt. Cook Avas ac¬ 
quainted wdth k. Capt. Cook went on deck, and faw 
a man ftruggling with him, w ho had leaped out of the 
cabin window for this purpofe. The fellow again 
pointed his arrow at the boat-keeper; and on Capt. 
Cook's calling out, he pointed the arrow at the Cap¬ 
tain, wffio inftantly fired a mufquet at him. This llag- 
gered him for a little while, but he again pointed hts 
arrow; a fecond fliot obliged him to delill. Several 
began to Ihoot arrows on the other fide ; but they wxrc 
all fent off in the utmofl: confulion, by a four pound 
fliot being difeharged over their heads. They all to a 
man leaped overboard. Wc permitted them to come 
and take aw^ay their canoes, and fome again cameaJong- 
flde the fliip. W'e heard the beating of drums on 
fhore as foon as the four pounder was fired, w hich we 
took for the fignal for the country to affemble under 
arms. However, w^e determined to go on lliorc and 
feck for wood and fome rcfrelhments, which wc iverc 
very much in want of. 

We landed in the face of five hundred men, armed 
w ith bows, arrows, fpears, and clubs, but they made 
no oppofition. Capt. Cook advanced alone, with no¬ 
thing but a green branch in liis hand ; on feeing this, a 
perfon who feemed to be a chief gave his bow' and ar¬ 
rows to another, and came to meet him in the water, 
took the captain by the hand, and led him up to the 
crowd. The marines were at this time drawn upon 
the beach. Capt. Cook diflribiitcd feveral prefents 
among them. We made figns that we wanted wood, 
for not one word of their language could wc under- 
Hand, and in return they made llgns for us to cut down 
the trees. They brought a fmall pig for a peace ofler- 
ing, and W'cfiattered ourfelves with the hopes of 
curing more, but thefe were vain and dcliilivc; lor 
w'c only got a fmall quantity of water, and about hah a 
dozen cocoa-nuts. They parted freely with their ar¬ 
rows, but wc could not piirchafe of them any bo'^s 
without a great deal of difficulty. They did not kem 
tofet the leafl value upon any thing wc prefented them 
with, nor did they like we fliould proceed farther than 
the beach, and feemed very dcfirous of our rcturm^^ 
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board: this we did after we had cut down fome 

j and they all retired into different parts of the 
' untVv. In the afternoon we obferved a man bringing 
Tone the buoy, which had been taken from the kedge 
^ chor • and when we fent fome of our crew alhore 
for it he immediately delivered it. This was the only 
thine they had attempted to take from us. Capt. Cook 
nd Mr. Forffer went to examine fome of their houfes, 
^vhich bore a refcmblance to thofe on the other illcs. 
They law a great number of fine pms, and fcveral 
pigs^and fowls. They called this illand Mallicola?, 
another near it Apee, and a third Paoom. Wc went 
in fcarch of frclh svater, but without fuccefs. The cu- 
riolity of thefe people was foon fatisfied, for none of 
them came on board the ffiip. When they faw' us un¬ 
der fail, they came off to us in a number of canoes, 
and gave us many proofs of their extreme honefty, 
which rather fupprized us, as we had lately been among 
a mofl: thievifli race. 

The people of this ifland are very ugly and ilUpro- 
portioned, dark in their complexion, and of a dimi¬ 
nutive i\ze. Their heads arc long, their faces flat, and 
their features very much refemble thbfc of a baboon ; 
their beards are of a dark colour, ftrong and bufliy. 
The men go quite naked, except a wrapper round their 
waifts. The women we faw were as ugly as the men. 
Their faces, heads, and ffiouldcrs were painted red. 
Some of them had a bag round their Ihouldcrs, in 
which they carry their children; and they wear a fort 
of red petticoat. W'c faw but few of them, as they 
generally kept at a diftance when wc were on Ihcrc. 
They wear bracelets, and ear-rings made of torto fc 
fiicll, hogs tufks bent circular round the right wrift, 
and rings made of fhells. TJiey run a piece of white 
(lone, an inch and a half long, through the bridge ol' 
their nofes, which are piejeed for thatpurpofe. They 
fprinkle water over their heads, and prefent a green 
branch, as tokens of friendlhip. I'heir w eapons are 
bows, arrow’s, clubs and fpears. They feem unlike 
all the natives we have met with, and fpeak quite a dif¬ 
ferent language. Their countiy muff be fertile, but the 
fniitsarc not remarkably good. We left them a dog 
and a bitch, they having none on the ifland, and as they 
feemed very fond of them, w'e doubt not but they will 
take ctfic to preferve them. I'he harbour is a very good 
one, and wc named it Port Sandwich. 

Continuing our courfe from hence, on the twenty- 
feturth of July wc difeovered fcveral fmall iflands, one 
ot which we came very near. It is about 12 miles in 
circumference, and has three high peaked hills upon 
it. Wc therefore named it Three Hill illand. We 
then pafTed a group of fmall iflands, which wc called 
Shepherd’s iflcs, in honour of Dr. Shepherd of Cam¬ 
bridge. Wc difeerned people in every one of thefe 
iflands: but there w’ere no foundings near them at one 
hundred and eighty fathoms. Wc found the fouthern 
lands to confift of one large ifland, the extremities of 
"hich \yc could not fee. On the north lidc of this ex- 
tenfive ifland we faw' three or more finalIcr ones. One 
of thcTc w e called Montague, another Hinchinhrook 
and the largcft Sandwdeh, in honour of the carl of 
andwjch, firff lord of the Admiralty. Several people, 
came down ^ w e pafled Montague ifland, and fccmcd 
0 invite us in a friendly manner on fliorc. We faw 
orne hkewife on Sandwich ifland, the furface.whereof 
I^pearccl very delightful, being agreeably divcrlificd 
itn w(^ds and lawns. As wc could not approach it 
t IS time, wc ffccrcd more to the weft, as there ap- 
quarter, and a good 
our a”' winds. But as this was not fo much 
Ar/'V'^ I to difeover the fouthern extremity of the 
tinn ffccrcd E. S. E. which was the dircc- 

“™ot Sandwich inand. 

the ifl, H Auguff, we gained the N. W. fide of 

afl\orn^k * lovcral inhabitants, who invited us 

thored K ''^tious figns. Here wc Ihould have an- 
Helidp! obliged us to alter our dcflgn. 

‘hcrefo "’^titcd ta explore the lands to the S. E. 
our cou T along the coaff. As wc continued 

No. 19. law a light a-head; and it being near 


evening wc did not chufe to proceed any farther, but 
flood off and on all night; When the fun rofe next 
morning it difappeared, and wc faw not any land but 
the coalt w^e were near. On the 3d, wc fcrit a boat on 
fhorc to get fome wood if polliblc, being much in want 
of that article ; but our people could not land on ac¬ 
count of a high furf of the fca; and they faw not any 
natives on that part of the ifle. Having anchored in 
feventeen fathoms water, under the N; W. fide of the 
head of the land, wc faw fcveral people on the fliorc, 
fome endeavouring to fwim off' to us; but they all re¬ 
tired when they perceived our boat approach towards 
them. On the J4th, a party went out armed to find a 
a proper landing place, and where we might gain a 
fupply of wood and water. We gave the inhabitants 
fome medals, &c. with which they appeared much 
pleafed, and direded us to a bay fft for our purpofe. 
As we went along the fliore their numbers increafed 
prodigioufly. We tried fevcral places to land, but did 
not approve of their fituation. At length w'c came to 
a fine landy beach, where Capt. Cook ffepped out with¬ 
out wetting his foot. He took but one man with him 
out of the boat, and landed in the face of a large num¬ 
ber of people, having only a green branch in his hand. 
The inhabitants received him with great politencfs. 
One of them, who appeared to be a chief, made the 
natives form a femicirclc round the head of the boat, 
and chaffifed fuch as attempted to prevent it. The 
captain giive this perfon fcveral articles, and by ligns 
fignified his want of frelh water; upon which a little 
was prcfently prefented to him in a bamboo, and having 
made ligns for fomething to cat, they brought him 
yams and cocoa-nuts. Their behaviour was in every 
refpeeff agreeable, yet wc did not much like their ap¬ 
pearance, as they were all armed with bows, arrows, 
clubs, fpears, and darts. On this account wc kept a 
good look out, and watched particularly the motionsof 
the chief, who wanted us to haul the boat on fliorc. 
He renewed his figns for this to be done, and then 
held a conference with fome of the natives. One cir- 
cumffance appeared rather fufpicious, he refufed Ibme 
fpike nails that w’c offered him. Capt. Cook immedi¬ 
ately returned to the boat, upon which they attempted 
by force to detain us. Very fortunately the gang Ixiard 
happened to be laid out for the captain to return into 
the boat; this fome of the natives unhooked from the 
ffem as wc were putting off; they then hooked it to the 
head of the boat, and attempted to haul her on flioi’e. 
Some of them were daring enough to cake the oars out 
of a few of our peoples hands. They in fome mcafure 
defifted, on Capt. Cook’s prefenting a mufl-ict, but 
w ent on again in an inffant, fcemingly determined to 
haul the boat on fliore, and to detain us. ’I hc chief 
w as at the head of this party, and others flood at a fmall 
diftance behind, with ffones, darts, and other miflile 
weapons, ready to fupport them. Our own fafety was 
now become our only confidcration, for figns and 
threats had not the eff'ccl wc expeded. The captain 
therefore rcfolvcd to make the chief fuffer alone, a 
vidim to his own treachery; but at this critical mo¬ 
ment his piece did not go off. This increafed their 
infolcncc, and they began to afTauIt .us wflth Itoncs, 
darts, and arrows. Wc were now’ ordered to fire. The 
firff difeharge threw them into confuflon; but they 
were very rcludantly driven off the beach by the fc- 
cond. After this they continued a kind of bulb fight¬ 
ing, by throwing ffones from behind trees, and fomc- 
timesa dart or two. Four of them lay to all appear¬ 
ance dead on the fliorc, but two of them afterwards 
crawled in among the buflics. It w’as a fortunate cir- 
cumffance for thefe affailants, that more than half our 
mufqucts milled fire, otherwife wc fhould have done 
much more execution amoii" them. One of our 
crew was wounded in the cheek with a dart, which en¬ 
tered near two inches j and an arrow ftruck Mr. (fil¬ 
bert’s breaff, but it hardly penetrated the (kin. Hav¬ 
ing returned after this fkirmilh was ended on board, the 
captain ordered the anchor to be weighed, w ith a view 
of proceeding with the lliip to the landing-place. 
While this was doing, fcveral of the natives appeared 
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on a low rocky point, difplaying the two oars which 
they had taken from us in the late fcuffle. We thought 
they were delirous of returning the oars, and that their 
manner of behaving might be a token of fubmifTion: 
neverthelefs, that they might underfland the eftedt of 
o.ur great guns,, wc fired a four pound fliot at them, 
which, though, it fell fliort, terrified them fo much, 
that we faw no more of them, and when they went away 
they left the two oars {landing up againd the bufhes. 
By this time our anchor was at the bow, when a breeze 
fprung up at N. upon which we fet our fails, and plyed 
out of the bay, for here we could not fupply Our wants 
with convcniency, and in cafe a better place could not 
be found to the S. we had it in our power at any time 
to return hither. 

The natives of this ifland are of a middle fize, regular 
features, and pretty well made. They arc ofadiiierent 
race from thofe of Mallicolae, as well in their perfons, 
as their lauguage. Their complexions are naturally 
dark ; yet they paint their faces, fome with black, and 
others with red pigment. Their hair is curly, but 
fome\^ hat woolly. The women were not very inviting, 
being rather ugly. They wear a petticoat made of a 
plant like palm leaves; and the men go in a manner 
naked, having only a belt and wrapper round their 
waifl:. They live in houfes covered with thatch, and 
their plantations are laid out by line, and fenced round. 
We faw no canoes in any part of the ifland. 

On Thurfday the 4th of Auguft, at two o'clock P. M 
we cleared the bay, and fleered for the fouth end of the 
ifland. Wc difeovered on the S. W. lidc of the head 
a pretty deep bay; its fhorcs low, and the land appeared 
veiy fertile, but being expofed to the S. E. winds, 
until better known, we think that on the N. W. lide 
preferable. The promontory or pcninfula, which dif- 
joins thefe two bays we named Traitor's Head, from 
the treacherous behaviour of its inhabitants ; it forms 
the N. point of the ifland, and is fituated in the lati¬ 
tude of 18 deg. 43 min. S. and in 169 deg* 28.min. E. 
longitude. It terminates in a faddle hill, which may 
be feen 16 or 18 leagues olfac fca. Wc continued our 
courfe to tlic S. S. E. when the new ifland we had be¬ 
fore difeovered, appeared over the S. E. point of one 
near us, diflant about 10 leagues. Leaving the lafl, 
we fteered for the eafl: end of the former, being dire^ed 
bv a great light wc faw upon it. On the 5th, at fun 
rife wc camcin light of an ifland, being high tableland, 
bearing E. by S. and alfo difeovered another little low 
ifle which we had paflTed in the night. Traitor’s Head 
was ftill in fight, and the ifland to the S. extended from 
S. 7 deg. W. to S. 87 deg. W. diftant four miles. 
The light feen in the night we now found to have been 
a volcano. A rumbling noife was heard, and it threw 
up great quantities of fmoke and fire. We now fteered 
for the ifland; and difcvivcred. a fmall inlet which had 
the appearance of^a good harbour. Two anued boats, 
under the command of Lieut. Cooper, werefent off in 
order to found, while the fhip flood on and off, to be 
ready to follow or to afford any affiflancc that might be 
required. Wc obferved a number of the natives on the 
call point of the entrance, alfofcveral canoes; and when 
our boats entered the harbour they launched fome, but 
came not near. At this time Lieut. Cooper made the 
fignal for anchorage, and wc flood in with the fhip* The 
wind having left us when we were within the entrance, 
we were obliged to drop anchor, in four fathoms water. 
The boats were now fent out to find a better anchorage; 
and while we were thus employed, many of the natives 
came in parties to the fca-fide all armed, fome fwam 
off to us, others came in canoes. At firfl they feemed 
afraid of us, and kept at a diflance, but by degrees 
waxed bolder, and at length came under our flern, and 
made fome exchanges. Thofe in one of the firfl canoes 
threw towards us fome cocoa-nuts. The captain went 
out in a boa t, picked them up, and in return gave them 
fevcral articles. Others were induced by this to come 
along-fidc, who behaved in a mofl infolent manner. 
They attempted to tear our flag from the flaff, \\'ould 
have knocked the rings from the rudder, and we had 
no fooncr thrown out the buoys of the anchor from the 
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boats than they got hold of them. We fired a f^'- 
miirquets in the air, of which they took no notice, but 
a four pounder alarmed them fo much, that they quitted 
their canoes, and took to the water. But finding them^ 
felvcs unhurt, they got again into their canoes, flourifh.. 
ed their weapons, hallow-cd in defianre, and went 
again to the buoys, but a few mufquetoon fliot foon dif. 
perfed them. They all retired in hafte to the lliore, 
and fat down to dinner, unmolefled. In the interl 
val of thofe tranfadions, an old man, who feemed to be 
amicably difpofed, came fevcral times, in a fmall canoe 
between us and the fhore, bringing otf each time cocoa, 
nuts and yams, for which he took in exchange whatever 
wc offered him. Another was in the gangway when the 
great gun was fired, after which wc couid not {ircvail 
on him to flay. In the evening we landed at the head 
of the harbour, with a party of men well armed. The 
natives made not the Icafl oppolltion, though wc had 
one body on our right, and another on our left, all 
armed. We diflributcd among the old people fome 
prefents of cloth and medals, and filled two cafkswith 
frefli water, an article wc gave them to underlland we 
much wanted* We got in return plenty of cocoa-nuts, 
but could not prevail on them to. part with their wea¬ 
pons, which they held conflantly in a pollure of de¬ 
fence. The old man w'as in one of ihefe parties, but 
by his behaviour, wc judged his temper to be pacific. 
Wc thought, by their prelTing fo much, in fpite of all 
our endeavours to keep them at a diflance, that little 
would be wanting to induce them to attack us; but 
we re-embarked very foon, and thus, probably, their 
feheme \vas- difconcerted. 

Saturday the 6rh, we brought the fliip as near the 
binding place as pofTible, that vve might overawe the 
natives, and cover the party on fliore, who were to get 
a fupply of wood and water, w hich we much wantcd.r 
While we were upon this bufinefs, we obferved the na¬ 
tives alFembling from all parts, all armed, I'o the amount 
of fome thoufands, who formed themfelves into two 
divifions, as they did the preceding evening, on each 
fide the landing place. At intervals a canoe came off,, 
at times conduded by one, two or three men, bringing 
us cocoa-nuts, See. for which they did not require any 
thing in return, though wc took care they Ihould always 
have fomething: but their principal intention feemed 
to be, to invite us afliore. The old man before men-* 
tioned, came off to us feveral times, and the captain 
wdth a view of making him underfland, that he wanted 
to eflablilh a friendly intercourfe, took his,weapons 
that were in the canoe, and threw them overboard, and 
made him a prefent of a piece of cloth. Heundcr- 
ffood the meaning of this, for wc faw him frequently 
in converfation with his countrymen, to w'hom bff 
made our requeft know n, going firll to one party, then 
to another, nor did we afterwards fee him with his 
weapons, or in a w arlike iTuinner. Soon af&er a canoe, 
in which were three men, came under our flern, one ot 
w'hom behaved very outrageoufly, brandifliing his club, 
and ffriking with it the fhip’s fide; at lafl he offej^d 
to exchange his w'eapon for a firing of beads, 
trifles; thefe w c fent down to him by a line, of which W 
had no Iboncr got poirefllon, than he made off, with¬ 
out delivering his club. VVe w^ere not forry for 
as it afforded us an opportunity of flicwun^ thc pcoph^ 
on fhore the eflfcdl of our fire arms, therciorc 
without hefitation, complimented this fellow^ with c ^ 
contents of a fowling piece, loaded with fmall fh^h 
and when the others wei'e out of the reach of miiique^ 
Ihot, we fired fornc mufquctoons, or wall ^ 

them, w'hich rviadc them take to the water, 
this feemed to make very little impreflion on the pc®" 
pie afhore, who began to hallow^, and lecmingly, 
a joke of it. Having moored the fliip, with 
fide to the landing place, and fcarcely mufquet foot 0 ^ 
w^e planted our artillery in fuch a manner as to co - 
, mand the whole harbour, and then embarked 
party of fean>cn, fupported by the marines, ^ 
to the landing place, where we have before 
the natives were drawn up in two divilions. ^ ^ 
termediate fpacc bctvvcea them was about 40 
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were laid a few plantains, two or three roots, 

' H ^vam Between thefe and the water, four fmall 
“"^5'ere’ftuck upright in the fand. in a line at right 
».r. rn rhe Ihorc, for whatpurpofe wc could not learn, 
^’^fm^ned here for feme days. By thefe the old 
LVnnd and two companions, who by various ligns 
lUvited us to land, but wc thought thefe a decoy, and 
Lkcd foniething like the trap we had like to have 
Len caught in at the laft: iHand. We made figns for 
I cdivifionsto retire back, but to thefe they paid not 
the Icaft regard, their number every moment was aug¬ 
mented, and, except two or three old men, not one un¬ 
armed. ^ Erom all thefe circumftances wc concluded 
they meant to attack us as foon as we landed; but this 
we wiflied to avoid, as many of them muft have been 
killed or wounded, and wc could not exped: to come 
off without fome damage. We thought it therefore 
better to frighten them into a more peaceable beha¬ 
viour, and therefore a mufquet was fired over the party 
on our right, which for about a minute had the defircd 
effe(fl:, but they foon returned to their daring behaviour. 
The blip was then ordered, by fignal, to fire two or 
threegreat guns, which prcfcntly difpcrfed them. Wc 
immediately landed, and marked out the limits on the 
right and left, by a line. Our old friend, who flood 
his ground, we rewarded with a prefent. Some of the 
natives returned, with a more friendly afpect. Many 
came without their weapons, but the greatcll part with 
them. We made figns that they fliould lay them down, 
and they gave us to underftand, that we muft lay down 
ours firft. Thus both fides flood under arms, and the 
prefents we made to the old people had little inHuence 
on their condudf. Many were afraid to touch w'hat 
belonged to us, and climbing the cocoa-nut trees, 
they threw us down the nuts, but they feerned to have 
no notion of exchanging one thing for another, though 
wc always took care they fliould have a compenfation. 
We took the old man (whofe name wc now found to be 
Paowang)to the woods, and made himunderfland wc 
wanted to cut down fome trees, to which he readily 
confented, provided fruit trees were not of the num¬ 
ber. At the fame time we cut down fome trees, which 
wc put into our boats, and a few frnall calks of water, 
with a view of letting the natives fee what wc chiefly 
wanted. Thus far matters were pretty well fettled: 
wc returned on board to dinner, and they all difpci fcd. 
In the afternoon a fifliing party went out. Wc loaded 
the launch with water, and having made three hauls 
with the feinc, caught upwards of 300 pounds of mul¬ 
let and other fifli. During this time not above thirty 
of the natives appeared, among whom was our trufly 
friend Paowang, who made us a prefent of a pig, the 
only one we got at this place. Throughout the night the 
volcano, which was about four miles to the wefl of us, 
emitted vaft quantities of fire and fmokc, attended by a 
violent rumbling noife : this was incrcafed by a heavy 
mower of rain, which fell at this time. The noife was 
hkethatof thunder, or the blowing up of mines; the 
names were feen to rife above the hills; and the air was 
l^ded with aflics, with which every thing was covered. 
Tliey refcmbled a kind of fine fand, or rather ftone 
^ouiid to powder, and the duft was not a little trouble¬ 
some to the eyes. 

On Sunday the 7th, the natives began to aflemble 
J^in, early in the morning, with their weapons, as 
pot in fuch numbers: notwithflanding this, 
'e l™cd in order to get water, and cut wood. We 
oond moft of the old people difpofed to be our friends, 
tnV 4 being daring and infolent, obliged us 

ij to our arms. Mr. Edgeumbe, one of the 

urenants who commanded the party, fiicd, and 
oth^ k u ^ ^ fw'an-fhot, after which the 

when our people embarked 
at d‘ ^ peaceable manner. While we were 

inner an old man came on board, and after having 
frieni^^^ ^vcral parts of the fliip, returned to his 
'^'ithf^ 9^ fliore. \\c were now on a tolerable footing 
'vho Q I natives who lived in the neighbourhood, 
^ their appearance, fo that a fcrgcani's 
thought futficicnt for the protedtion of the 


wood and water parties. Some of our people had 
left an ax on the beach or in the woods, v hich Paowang 
returned to us; allb a few other articles which had been 
loft through negligence. 'The natives invited fome of 
our people to go hornc with them, on condition that 
they would flrip thcmfclvcs naked as they were; a 
proof of their not harbouring a deflgn of robbing them, 
whatever other they might have. On the 8th, early in 
the morning, the launch was fent under the protcdlion 
of a party of marines in another boat, to take in wood, 
water, and balLafl, when the natives feemed pretty w'ell 
reconciled to us. On the 9th, our people were em¬ 
ployed about the fame bufinefs, and Capt. Cook was 
received very courteoufly by the natives, though armed, 
infomuch that there w'as no longer any occaflon to mark 
out the limits by aline, feeing they obferved them with¬ 
out this precaution, lie prevailed on a young man, 
named Wha-a-gou to accompany him on board, but 
nothing in the Ihip feemed to cng:ige his attention. 
The goats, dogs, and cats, he called by the fame namci 
which in his language flgnifies hogs. He feemed 
more fond of a dog and bitch than of any other ani¬ 
mals, and we prefented him with one of each. He fat 
down to dinner with us, but would only juft: tafte Our 
fait pork; however he eat pretty heartily of yam, and 
drank a glafs of w'inc. Some of this young man’s 
friends were probably doubtful of his fafety, and there¬ 
fore followed him in a canoe, but on his fpcakingtothem 
out of the cabin window, they w ent on fliore, and foon 
returned with a cock, fome cocoa-nuts, and a fugar 
cane. A.fler dinner he was conduded afliorc loaded 
w ith prefents. Upon landing, fome of his friends took 
Capt. Cook by the hand, and, as we underflood, wOuM 
have led him to their habitations, but on the way, they 
made a fudden flop,, and were unwilling he fliould 
proceed. The captain w^asdclircd to fit down. Du¬ 
ring this interval fcvcral of our gentlemen palfed us, 
at which they exprefled great uncafincfs, and impor¬ 
tuned the captain fo much to order them back, that 
he was obliged to comply. Indeed they were not only 
jealous of our going up the country, but even along the 
fliore of the harbour. While wc w'crc w aiting here, our 
friend Paow ang brought us a prefent of fruit and roots, 
by a party of 20 men, though they might all have 
been carried by two; perhaps this might be done with 
the view of making the prefent appear the greater; for 
one had a bunch of plantains, another a yam, a third a 
cocoa nut, See. The captain paid thefe porters, though 
the prefent was in return for one he had made in the 
morning. Wha-a-gou and his friends were ftill for 
detaining us, and feemed to wait with impatience for 
fomething to give us in return for the dogs, but night 
approaching, w'c defircd to depart; and they complied 
with our folicitations. We now' learnt, by means of 
Mr. Forfler’s enquiries, that the proper name of this 
ifland is Tanna. The natives alfo told us the names of 
other neighbouring ifles. That wc touched at laft is 
culled Erromango; the fmall one which ivc faw the 
morning wc landed here, Immer; the table ifland to the 
cart, difeovered at the fame time, Erronan, or Footoona: 
and one that lies to the S. E. Annattom; all which 
iflands arc to be feen from Tanna. It is a little re¬ 
markable, that the natives of this ifland were more 
fcrupulous in taking any thing from the failors, than 
thofc of any other nation, and never w ould touch with 
their bare hands what was given them, but always re¬ 
ceived it between green leaves, w'hich they afterwards 
tied up and carried upon the cnd.s of their clubs; and if 
any of our fcamcn touched their (kin, they alway.s 
rubbed the part with a green leaf. When thefe peo¬ 
ple make a wonder at any thing, they cry Hebovv, and 
(hake their right-hands. They wear bracclct.s, like as 
the Indians ofVenemous Bay, in which they flick their 
hair pricker, and likewife their flings, with which they 
throw their javelins: and it is aflonifliing with what 
dexterity and force fome of them will hit a mark. One 
of them, in the prcfcncc of the firft lieutenant, fliot a 
fi(h as it fw'am along in the fca, at the diftance of 26 
yards, with a bow and arrow, which fifli the lieutenant 
carried on board with the arrow flicking in his body, 
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as a proof of what he had fecn performed» But not- 
withlfanding their delicacy and (kill as marklTmcn, they 
:gav€ us toiinderftand that they eat one another; and 
one day when the inhabitants about the bay had 
marched forth armed, on an expedition, to a diflaiit 
part of the ifland, thofe that remained invited us to 
feafl: upon a man w'hom they had barbiqued, '''hich 
invitation our gentlemen refufed with the utmofl: dif- 
gufl:. It has been faid, that no nation could be can¬ 
nibals, had they other flefh befidcs human to eat, or did 
not want food ; but we cannot aferibe the favage cuflom 
of thefe people to nccedity, fince the ifland abounds 
with plenty of hogs, fowls, vegetables, and fruit. 
While fome of our people were employed in fcarching 
for ballad, they difeovered water ililiing from the 
crevices of a rock, hot enough to draw tea; which cir- 
cumdance led to the difeovery of fome hot fprings, at 
the foot of the did', below high-water mark. In one 
place the waters were fo hot, that there was no bearing 
the finger in them: in another they were jud hot 
enough to bear to plunge the whole body, but not re¬ 
main long therein. Two of the diip's company, w ho 
had been troubled with rheumatic complaints, at times, 
throughout the voyage, went accompanied with the 
iurgeon, to one of thefe fprings, but found the doncs fo 
hot that they could not dand upon them, without fird 
plunging in fome of their cold garments, to keep the 
foies of their feet from touching them ; but the eded 
of thefe W'atcrs was found to be only a temporary re¬ 
lief. 

On Wednefday the loth, Mr. Wales, accompanied 
by fome of the officers, proceeded for the fird time 
into the country, and met with civil treatment from the 
natives. They faw in the courfe of this and another 
excurdon, fcveral fine plantations of plantains, fugar- 
canes. See. and by this time, the natives in our neigh¬ 
bourhood, appeared fo well reconciled to us, that they 
expreffed no marks of difpleafure at our rambling 
Ihooting parties. But after we had been feveral days 
taking in wood and water, they began again to be 
troublefome, w^atching every opportunity to level their 
arrow s at the guard, and feemed to be redrained only 
by the fear of their mufqucts from proceeding to ex¬ 
tremity. It is more than probable, however, that an 
ad of violence on the part of our men, might, by a 
wanton ufe of their fire-arms, have caufed their refent- 
ment; for in the afternoon of this day, a few boys, 
having throw'n two or three doncs at the wood-cutters, 
they were fired at by the petty officers prefent on duty. 
Having occafion for fome large timber to repair the 
decays of the diip, orders had been given a few days 
before, to cut down a tree of vad growth; and for the 
convenience of getting it aboard, to faw it into three 
pieces. This tree fo divided, the natives eyed w ith 
plcafure, not fufpeding our men intended to carry it 
olf, but to leave it in compliment to them, as it fuited 
exadly their ideas of condruding jud double tlie num¬ 
ber of canoes. To the cutting down and fawing the 
trees the natives made no oppofition; but when they 
faw the failors employed in rolling down the body of 
The tree to the w ater’s edge, they could not help look¬ 
ing furly; and one of them, probably more interedod 
than the red, was frequently fecn to offer his fpear 
at the labourers, but was redrained for fear of the 
guard; at length he watched his opportunity, and, 
darting from behind a bufh, w-as levelling an arrow at 
the commanding officer, when he was difeovered, and 
Ihot dead. The ball tore his arm to pieces, and en¬ 
tered his lide. His companions indantly carried off* 
the body, and laid it in the wood, where the Ihip’s fur- 
geon went to examine it, but found the man totally 
deprived of life. Capt. Cook was much difpleafed 
with the condudl of thefe Officers, and took mcafurcs to 
prevent a wanton ufe of fire-arms for the future. I'he 
ihip's company were now permitted to go afliorc only 
by turns, for the prefervation of their health; and the 
captain knowing the natives wanted nothing fo much 
as an opportunity to revenge the death of their com¬ 
panions, ftriftly enjoined them never to walk alone; 
. nor CO ftray more than i oo yards from the guard. 
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GES COMPLETE. 


OnThurfday the nth, during the night, thevdb 
caiio was very troublefome, and threw out great quan* 
tities of fire and fmokc, with a moft tremendous noife" 
and fometimes W'C faw great ffoncs thrown into th® 
air. In fcvcral parts of the harbour, places were found 
from w'hencc a fulphurous fmcll ifllied, and the ground 
about thefe was very hot. Mr. Forffer and his bo¬ 
tanizing party, on one fide of the harbour, fell in ^vith 
our friend Paowang's houfe. Mod of the articles he 
had received from us were fecn hanging about the 
bufhes and trees near his dwelling. Onthc nth, the 
volcano was more furious than ever, and we were 
mucii molcfted with the aflies. Some of our gentle¬ 
men attempted to afeend a hill at fome diffance, with 
an intent of obferving the volcano more diff indly; but 
they were obliged to retreat precipitately, the ground 
under them being fo hot, that they might as well have 
walked overall oven : the fmcll too ot the air was in¬ 
tolerably fulphurous, which w'as occafioned by a fmoke 
that ilfucd from the fiffurcs of the earth; yet in this 
fmokc the natives feek a remedy for cutaneous dif- 
orders. Mr. Forffer obcTcrving a man holding a child 
over the fmokc, had the curiofity to enquire the rcafon, 
who made him underftand, by fliewing the child’s 
eruptions, that it was troubled with the itch. The rain 
that fell this day was a mixture of w’ater, fand, and 
earth; fo that wc had, properly fpcaking, fliowers of 
mire. The natives pretended to be unwilling, that we 
fhould this day go far up the country by ourfclves, and 
offered their fervices to condudl us to the mouth of the 
volcano. We readily accepted their offer, but inftcad 
of fficwing us the way to the place, we found our¬ 
fclves near the harbour before wc difeovered the 
trick. 

On Saturday the 13th, Paowang came on board to 
dine with us. We took this opportunity of fheV'ing 
him every part of the Ihip, Jind a vafiety of trading 
articles, hoping he might fee fomething that he liked, 
and fo a traffic be carried on with the natives for re- 
freffiments, of which what we had hitherto obtained 
w’cre very trifling. But Paowang beheld every thing 
with the greateff indift'erence, except a wooden fand- 
box, of w hich he took fome notice. On the 14th, a 
party of us endeavoured to get a nearer view of the 
volcana, and took our rout by the way of one of thofe 
hot places already mentioned. In the way wc dug a 
hole, into which was put a thcniionietcr of Fahrenheit’s 
cpnffriiblion. The mercury rofe to 100degrees; but 
the inffrument remained in the hole near three nu- 
nutes without its rifing or falling. At this place the 
earth w'as a kind of white clay, and had a fulphurous 
fmcll It was foft and moiff under the furfiicc, over 
which ivas a thin dry cruft, having upon it fome ful- 
phiir, and a vitriolic fubftance. tafling like alum. The 
place aff’etffed moff by the heat, and where we made 
the experiment, was not above eight or ten yams 
fquarc. Near this was a fig-tree which feemed to like 
its lituation. Wc proceeded up the hill through a 
coiintry entirely covered with plants, Ihrubs, and trees, 
infomuch that the bread-fruit, and cocoa-nut trees, 
were in a manner choaked up. Here and there 
met with a few people, a houfe or two and fome plan¬ 
tations in different flares ; one appearing of long ffand- 
ing; another lately cleared ; and feveral juft ready wt 
planting. The clearing a piece of ground inuft 05 ^ 
work of much time and labour, feeing their working 
tools, though the fame as rhofe uled in the 

ine.s, arc inferior to them; ncvcrthclefs their met no 
is judicious, and as expeditious as well can be. 

dig under thd roots of the large trees, and there bur 
the branches, plants, and fmall flirubs. In foinc parf^t 
the foil is a rich black mould; in others a kind 
poft formed of decayed vegetables and the allies 011 ^ 
volcano. Wc now came to a plantation where 
a man at work, w ho off'ered to be our guide. 
not walked far before wc came to the 
roads, in one of which ftood a man w ith a fling 
ftone, which he would not lay down till a niufquct v ’ 
pointed at him; he feemed, however, dererniinca^^^ 
difpute the road with us, and partly gained his 
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f our guide led us another way. The other man fol- 

1 d hallooing, as we fiippofed, for a reinforcement, 
indeed, we were prefcntly joined by others of the 
^”tiVcs among whom was a young woman with a club 
her hand. Thcfc people conducted us to the brow 
a hill, and pointed to a road leading down to the 
? hour.* But not choofing to take this, we returned 
to that we had left, and here our guide refufed to go 
any farther with us. Having afeended another ridge, 
wc^faw other hills between us and the volcano, which 
fcenied as far off as at our lird fetting out. Wc there¬ 
fore refolved to return, and juft as we were about fo 
doing, we were met by 20 dr 30 people, aflemblcd as 
we thought to oppofc our advancing into the country, 
for when they faw us returning, they fuftered us to go 
on unmoleftcd, and by the way regaled us with a variety 
of fruits. What we did not cat on the fpot, they 
brouf^ht down the hill w-ith us. 'i’hus we found thefc 
peopTe courteous and hofpitable, when not prompted 
to a contrary conduift by jcaloufy ; for which they were 
not to blame, if we contidcr their rude ftatc, and ig¬ 
norance of our real dcfign. This indeed w as to pay 
them a friendly vifit, but confidcring all the circum- 
ftanccs attending this, might they not reafonably fup- 
pofe, noewithftanding fair appearances, that wc came 
to invade their country? Did wc not enter their ports, 
without their daring to oppofe? Did we not elfefta 
landing by the fuperiority of our arms? Would they 
not therefore be jetdous of fuch intruding ft rangers ? 
When wc endeavoured to advance into their country, 
they might naturally form unfavourable notions of us ; 
cfpccially if we confider how often they are at war 
both among themfelves and wdth their neighbours. 
Wc muft here obferve,that fomeof our gentlemen were 
of opinion, that thefe people w ere add lifted to an uo- 
natural pafllon, Mr. Forftcr’s man, w'ho carried his 
plant bag, having been once or twice attempted : but 
as the carrying of bundles is the oflice of the w omen of 
this country, others thought, the natives might mif- 
take him for a woman. This man was to-^day one of 
our party, and as he followed the captain down the 
hill, having his bag as ufual, we plainly underftood by 
the converfation and addions of the natives, that they 
confidcred him as a female; and when, by fomc means 
they difeovered their miftakc, they exclaimed, wdth 
much furprize, Erramangc ! Erramange ! It is a manl 
It is a man 1 Every one now perceived, and was 
well allured, they had before miftaken his fex; and 
hence it is plain, how liable we are to form falfc con- 
jedurcs and opinions of a people, with whofe language 
wc are not much acquainted: for had we not now 
been undeceived, it is not to be doubted, but that thefe 
people would have been charged with the odious 
pradice of which they had through ignorance been fuf- 
pedted. 

In the evening, a party of us again walked into the 
country on the other fide of tl harbour, where wc 
from the natives, among whom was Paowang, 
iricndly treatment. They difeovered a readinefs to 
nbligc us in every thing in their power. We entered 
the village we had vifitcd on the 9th inftant, containing 
about 20 houfes, built like the roof of our thatched 
'U'llings in England, with the walls taken away, and 
open at both ends ; but others arc partly clofed with 
rcccls, and all were covered with palm thatch. Some 
40 ‘cet long, and t 6 in breadth. Befides thefe, wc 
fro 1 * tnean hovels. One of thefe was feparated 
oor^r by a reed fence, and wc undcrlVood a 

h, f ^ therein. At one end of the hut 

^ halkct, with a piece of roafted yarn, and fomc 


quite trclh. Wc had a ftrong inclination to fee 


leav( 

requeft peremptorily refufed our 

whwh ’ ■would neither remove the mats with 

fodoit^^^ clofed up, norfiiffer us 

loot- , fhewed an imwillingncfs to permit us to 
bujmn K He had two or three locks of 

'vormn By a firing round his neck, and a 

Bavc Du^ K Icveral about her neck. We would 

by fiinJ^ k them, but they gave us to underftand 
& that they were a part of the hair of the dc- 


coafed, and on that account they could not part with 

ihem. I'his cuftom is fiinilar to that among the na- 
lives ofOtaheite and New Zealand, the former make 
I’amau of the hair of their departed friciuls, and the 
latter car-rings and necklaces of their teeth. Not 
far from moft of the large houfes, the ftems of four 
cocoa-nut trees were fixed upright in the ground, in a 
fqiiare, about three feet from each other, for the pur- 
pofe of hanging cocoa-nuts to dry. Near moft of them 
is alfo a large tree or two, whofe branches aftbrd an 
agreeable retreat from the heat of the fcorching fun. 
This part of the ifland is v/ell cultivated, abounding 
with plantains, roots, and fruit trees. One of our peo¬ 
ple weighed a }'am which exceeded 55 pounds. The 
trees too are of an extraordinary fize: but a w'ide circle 
in the interior part of the iiland, difeovered nothing 
to the eye but a dreary wafte, covered with cinders, and 
tainting the air with fulphur. Other fiirrounding 
ifiands looked plcafant to the eye; but according to the 
report of the natives of Tanna, abounded in nothing of 
which they themfelves could want. 

On Monday the 15th, preparations were continued 
on board to fet fail, the ftiip was fmoaked above and 
below : the hold frofiiftowed; the ballaft Ilufced ; the 
wooding and watering were finiflied ; the rigging fetting 
up; and a lew hands only wei e on Hiore making brooms; 
in Oiort every thing was placed in fuch order, as if the 
fliip had been but juft fitted out at home tor a long 
voyage. One of the botanical party this day fhot a 
pigeon, in the craw of which was a wild nutmeg. Mr. 
Forftcr endeavoured, without fuccefs, to find the tree. 
During their excurfion, they obferved in moft of the 
fugar plantations deep holes dug, four feet deep, and 
five in diameter, which, on enquiry, we found were 
defigned as traps to catch rats in. Thefe animals, fo 
deftruiftive to fugar-canes, arc here in great plenty. 
Round the edge of thefe pits, as a decoy, and that the 
rats may be more liable to tumble in, the cancs are 
planted as thick as pofliblc. On the 16th, we found 
our tiller very much damaged, and by neglect, wc had 
not a fpareonc aboard. Wc knew of but one tree in 
the neighbourhood that would do for our purpofe. 
The carpenter was font afliorc to examine it, and upon 
his reporta party of men were directed to cut it down, 
after the confent of the natives had been obtained. 
They did not make the leaft objection, and our men 
went inftantly to work. Much time was nccelfary to 
cut it down, as the tree was large ; and before they had 
finifiled their work, word was brought to the captain, 
that our friend Paowang was not pleafed. Paowang 
was fent for, and our neceffity explained to him. 
Wc then made him a prefent of a piece of cloth aiul 
a dog, which readily obtained his confent, and the 
voices of thofc who were with him in our favour. Hav¬ 
ing thus obtained our point, w c conduced our friend 
on board to dinner; after which wc went with him 
alhoreto pay a viiit to an old chief, w ho w as faid to be 
the king of the ifland j though as Paowang took little 
notice of him, we doubted the faift. His name was 
Geogy. He had a chearful open countenance, though 
he was old, and wore round his wairt a broad red and 
white checquered belt. His fon was with him, who 
could not be lefs than 50 years old. At this time a 
great concourfe of people from difiant parts were af- 
fembled near the watering place. I’hc behaviour of 
many was friendly; of others daring and infolent; 
which we did not think prudent to refent, as our flay 
was nearly at an end. 

On Wednefday, the 17th, Old Geogy, and his fon. 
with fevciwl of his friends, dined with us on board 
the fliip, every pait of which they viewed with un¬ 
common attention and furprize. They made a hearty 
dinner on a pudding made of plantains and greens; 
but would hardly tafte our fait beef and pork. In the 
afternoon they were conducted aftiorc by the captain, 
after he had prefenred them with a hatchet, fomc me¬ 
dals, and a fpike nail. . On the 18th, the captain and 
Mr. Forfler tried, with Fahrenheit’s thermometer, 
when the tide was out, the head of one of tlic hot 
fprings; and where the water bubbled out of the land 
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from under the rock, at the S. W. corner ot the har¬ 
bour, the mercury rofe to 202 deg. It is an opinion 
M ith philofophers, that volcanos mull be on the lum- 
mits of the higheft hills; yet, this volcano is not on the 
highefl: part of the ridge, but on the S. b. lice ot it; 
and fome of the hills on this iHand arc more than dou¬ 
ble the height of that on which the volcano is, and 
clofe to it. Nor is it Icfs reimirkable, that in wet or 
moill weather, the volcano is more violent m its erup¬ 
tions. We muft here content ourfelvcs with bating 
facts: the philofophical rcafoning on thefe pheno¬ 
mena we leave to men of more abilities, whole talents 
may lay in this line. On Friday the 19th, we pre¬ 
pared for failing, as the tiller was hniflied; but the 
wind being unfavourable, the guard and a pany ot 
men were lent afliore, to bring off the renminder ot 
the tree from which we had cut the tiller. The cap¬ 
tain went with them, and found a good number ot tne 
natives colleded together near the landing-place, among 
whom various articles were diftributed. At the tune 
our people were getting fome large logs into the boat, 
the Gentry prefented his piece at one of the natives, 
and, without the Icaft apparent caufe fired at, and 
killed him. A few of the natives had jult before ad¬ 
vanced within the limits, to fee what we vvere about, 
but upon being ordered back, they readily obeyed. 
The fellow of a centry pretended, that a man had laid 
his arrow acrofs his bow, fo that he apprehended him- 
fclf in danger ; but this had been frequently done, out 
of a bravado, to fiiew’ they were armed, and prepared 
equally with ourfelves. Capt. Cook was highly oxaf- 
perated at this rafcals rafli condudl; and molt of the 
people fled with the utmofl: precipitation. As they 
ran off, we obferved one man to fill; and the captain 
went with the furgeon, who was fent for to the man, 
whom they found expiring. His left arm was much 
{battered, and from hence the ball had entered his body 
by the fiiort ribs, one of which was broken. What 
rendered'tiffs incident the moreafteding was, that the 
man iVho bent the bow was not Ihot, but one who flood 
by him. The natives were thrown into fuch confler- 
nation, that they brought abundance of fruit, which 
they laid down at our feet. They all retired when we 
returned aboard to dinner, and only a few appeared 
in the afternoon, among whom were Paowang, and 

Wha-a-gou. , . , r c 

On Saturday, the 20th, the wind was favourable lor 
cettingout of the harbour; for during the night it 
had veered round to the S. E. At four o’clock A. M. 
we therefore began to unmoor, and, having weighed 
our anchor, put to fea. As we failed we heard a;ioife, 
not unlike pfilm fmging. It was now too late to en¬ 
quire into the caufe; probably the natives were per¬ 
forming fome religious ads. We thought that the call 
point of the harbour was facred to religion, for fome 
of our people had attempted to go to this point, and 
were prevented by the natives. They were always jea¬ 
lous of our proceeding into the country beyond certain 
limits: they might be apprehenfiveof an invafion,and 
that we meant to take their country from them. All 
we can fay is, that no part of our condud juftified 
fuch a conclufion. We never gave them the leafl mo- 
Icftation ; nor did we touch any part of their property, 
not even their wood and water, w ithout having firfl ob¬ 
tained their confent. Even the cocoa-nuts hanging 
over the heads of the workmen, were as fafe as thofe 
in the middle of the ifland. We caught a large quan¬ 
tity of fiflh and were tolerably well fuppliedby the na¬ 
tives with fruit and roots; and fliould certainly have 
obtained more refrcflimcnts, had we had any thing on 
board that fuited their tafle. Our cloth was of no ufe 
to thofe who go naked, and they had not any know¬ 
ledge of the utility of iron. Though the people of 
this ifland, after feeling the effeds of the European fire 
arms, were peaceable, they were not in general tncndly ; 
nor were they like the Indians in the Society Ifles, fond 
of iron : they wiihed for fome of the tools with which 
they faw our feamen cut down wood ; but, except an 
adze or two, they never attempted to fleal any thing. 
The coopers left their calffs during the night un¬ 


guarded ; nor w-erc they under any appreheniions about 
their cloaths, which they fulfercd to lie carclefly here 
and there while they were at v\ork. Thefe people dif. 
covered none of that difpofition to thievery which it 
has been faid every Indian inherits naturally. In their 
courfe of trade, they totally difregarded beads and 
baubles, and feemed to prefer Rotterdam fifli hooks, 
and turtlc-flicll, to every thing elle that was oiferd 
them. They would not permit the failors to have any 
communication with their wives ; nor were they eafily 
perfuaded to part w ith their arms on any account. The 
produce of the ifland they freely parted with, not re¬ 
quiring any thing in return ; but on whatever was bc- 
ftowed' labour in the conflriKflion, they fet a high 

This ifland of Tanna produces abundance of plan¬ 
tains, cocoa-nuts, bread fruit, yams, a kind of poiatoe, 
a fruit like a nectarine, wild figs, fugar-canc, and a 
fruit not unlike an orange, but w hich is never eaten. 
The bread fruit, cocoa-nuts, and plantains, are neither 
fo plentiful, nor fo good, as at Otaheire; but fugar- 
canes and yams are of fuperior quality, and much 
larger. We faw^ here a few fow Is, and a great number 
of hogs, but the latter did not fall to our lot; and we 
did not fee in all our cxcurfions any other dom.ftic 
animals. We met with fome final I birds, with a moft 
beautiful plumage, which we had never fecn before. 
Our botanifts found many curious plants and trees; as 
great a variety as at any illand we had vifitcd. T he in- 
'labitants appear to fubfifl chiefly on the produiflions of 
the land, and are not much indebted to the Tea, 
though there arc plenty of fifli on the coafl. We never 
found any lifliing tackle among them, nor faw anyone 
out a fifliing, except on the flioals, or along the fhorcs 
of the harbour, where they would ftrike with a dart 
fuch flfli as came within their reach, and in this art 
they were very expert. They were furprized at our 
method of catching fifli with the feine, and, we be¬ 
lieve were not well plcafed with our fuccefs. The 
fmall ifle of immer was chiefly inhabited by fiflicrmen, 
and the canoes w’e faw pafs to and from the ifle, and the 
caft point of the harbour, wc obferved were filliing ca- 
noes. Thefe were of unequal lizes, and compofed of 
feveral pieces of wood clumfily fewed together. The 
joints arc covered on the outfide by a thin batten chaiii- 
pered oft* at the edges, over which the bandages pafs. 
The fail is lattccn, extended to a yard and boom, and 
hoifled to a fliort mafl. Some of the large canoes have 
two fails, and all of them out-riggers. They are navi¬ 
gated either by paddles or fails. ^ 

Thefe people have litte refemblancc or affinity to thole 
of the Friendly Iflands, and thofe of Mallicollo, except 
in their hair, which is much like what the people ot 
the latter ifland have. The colours arc black and brown, 
growing to a tolerable length and curly. Thcyixnj 
it into fmall locks, which they cue round with the rinci 
of a ficndcr plant, down to about an inch of the ends. 
Each of thefe locks is fomewhat thicker than 
mon whip-cord; and they appear like a parcel of iiii» 
firings hanging dow n from the crowns ot^ their heads. 
Their beards arc generally fliort, flrong and bufliy* I 
women w’eartheir hair cropped, as do the boys, tilltiey 
appraach manhood. 

We took fome pains todifeoverhow far their gcogi ' 
phical knowledge extended, and found it not to ex 
cccd the limits of their horizon, lo Erronan ? 
aferibe one of the two languages they fpcak, ^vluc 
nearly, if not exadly, the fame as that fpoke at 
Friendly Iflands. It is thereforefore probable, 
a long intercourfc with Tanna, and the other neio 
bouriiig iflands, each hath learnt the others ’ 

which they fpeak indifcriininatcly. The other langu & 
w'hich the people of Tanna, EiTomango, and y 

fpcak, is properly their own. It is different fio^ 
wc had before met with, and bears no ajfinity to t la 
Mallicollo; from whence we conclude, that the 
of thefe iflands arc a diftinifl nation of 
Mallicollo, Apee, ike. w'crc names unkno'Vn ^ ,5 
they even knew nothing of Sandwich Ifland, 
much the nearer. Thefe people are rather 
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and of the middle fize. They have agreeable 

Suntenanccs, good features, and are very acW and 
• nble like the other tropical inhabitants. The fc- 
"^ales are put to all laborious works; and the men 
Talk unconcerned by their Tide, when they are loaded 
•>h heavy burdens, belides a child at the back. 
Perhaps the men think, that their carrying their arms, 
^id d&ending them, is fufficient. We often faw large 
oarties of women carrying various kinds of articles, and 
P party of men armed with clubs and fpears to defend 
them though now and then we have feen a man carry 
a burden at the fame time, but not often. I’he women 
of Tanna arc not very beautiful, yet they are certainly 
handfomc enough for the men, who put them to all 
kinds of drudgery. Though both men and women arc 
dark coloured, they are not black, nor do they bear any 
refcmblance to negroes. They make themfelves 
blacker than they really are, by painting their faces of 
the colour of black-lead. They ufe alfo a fort of pig¬ 
ment which is red, and a third fort brown, all thefe, 
efpecially the firft, they lay on with a liberal hand, not 
onV on the face, but on the neck, flioulders, and brcaO:. 
The women wear a petticoat made of leaves, and the 
men nothing but a belt and wrapper. Bracelets, ear¬ 
rings, and amulets, arc indiferiminately worn by both 
fexes. The amulets are made of the green ftonc of 
Zealand ; the bracelets of fca-fhclls or cocoa-nut; and 
the necklaces, chiefly worn by the women, moftly of 
fca-fhells. The valuable ear-rings are made of tor- 
toifefliell. Some of our people having got fome at the 
Friendly Iflands, brought it to a good market here, 
where it was more cfl:cemcd than any thing we offered 
to iale. Hence w^c concluded thefe people caught but 
few turtle, though one was feen jull as we got under 
(iiil. Towards the time of our departure, the natives 
began to enquire after hatchets and large nails ; from 
which we concluded, that they had found iron to be 
of more value and ufe than (lone, fliells, or bones, of 
which their tools are made. Their (lone hatchets are 
not (haped like an adze, as in the other iflands, but more 
like an ax; and in the helve, which is pretty thick, is 
made a hole, into which the (lone is fixed. 

If we except the cultivation of the ground, thefe peo¬ 
ple have few arts worth mentioning. They make a 
coarfe kind of matting, and cloth of the bark of a tree, 
ufed chiefly for belts. The workmanlhip of their 
canoes is very clumfy; and their arms come far fliort 
of others we had feen. Their weapons are bows, ar¬ 
rows, (lones, clubs, fpears, and darts. On the lall they 
place mofl dependence, and thefe are pointed with three 
bearded edges. In throwing them, they make ufe 
of a bccket, that is a piece of (liff plaited cord about 
(ix inches long, with an eye at one end, and a knot at 
the other. The eye is fixed on the (ore finger of the 
right-hand, and the other end is hitched round the 
dart, where it is nearly on an equipoife. They hold 
the dart between the thumb and remaining fingers, 
which ferve only to give it direclion, the velocity being 
communicated by the becket and fore finger. The 
former flies off from the dart the inllant its velocity be¬ 
comes greater than that of the hand, but it remains on 
the finger ready to be ufed again. 'Fhey kill both 
birds and filh with darts, and arc pretty certain of 
hitting the mark, within the compafs of a crown of a 
hat; fijppofe the objedt to be dillant eight or ten yards; 
but if twice that diftance, it is chance if they hit a 
tuark the fize of a man’s body, though they will throw 
the weapon 6o or 70yards; for they always throw with 
^11 their might, let the diflancc l)e what it may. Their 
^rrows arc made of reeds pointed with hard wood, 
borne arc bearded ; fome not; and thofc for (liooiing 
birds have two, three, and four jioints. The (lones in 
general, arc branches of coral rocks, from eight to four- 
k'ches long, and from an inch to an inch and a 
;uf diameter. Thefe are generally kept in their belts. 

one carries a club, and bclidesthat, cither darts, 
ur a bow and arrows, bu t never both. One of our gen- 
®ucn on board, made the following remark on the 
of thefe people, which we'fluill here infert in his 
'n Words. “ 1 mu{[ cohfcfs, I have often been led to 
4 


think the feats which Homer reprefents his heroes as 
performing with their fpears, a little too much of the 
marvellous to be admitted into an heroic poem ; 1 mean 
when confined within the (Irait (lays of Arifiotlc. Nay, 
even fo great an advocate fot him as Mr. Pope, ac¬ 
knowledges them to be furprizing. But lince 1 have 
feen what thefe people can do with their wooden fpears, 
and thofe badly pointed, and not of a very hard na¬ 
ture, I have not the lead exception to any one palfoge 
in that great poet on this account. But if I fee fewer 
exceptions, I can find infinitely more beauties in him,- 
as he has, I think, fcarcely an adlion, circumflance, or 
defeription of any kind whatever, relating to a fpear, 
which I have not feen and rccognifed among thefe 
people; as the whirling motion, and whidling nqife, as 
the fpears fiy; their quivering motion, as they dick in 
the ground; the warriors meditating their aim, when they 
are going to throw; and their (baking them in their hand, 
or brandidiing them, as they'advance to the attack, &c." 

As to the religion and government of thefe people, 
we arc little acquainted with the lad, and to the firll 
arc utter drangers. Chiefs they feem to have among 
them ; at lead fome were announced to us as fuch, but 
they appeared to have very little authority over the 
red of the people. Old Geogy was the only one to 
whom we faw a particular refpcifl paid ; but whether 
this w'as owing to his rank or age, w^e cannot fay. On 
many occafions we have feen the old men rcfpccdcd and 
obeyed. Paowang was fo, yet we never heard him 
called chief, nor could we perceive he had any more 
power than his neighbours, and w^e may fay the fame 
of every other peribn in our neighbourhood. 

The Refolution being the fird (hip tliat ever entered 
this harbour, Capt. Cook named it Port Refolution. 
It islituated on the north fide of the mod cadern point 
of the ifland, and about E. N. E. from the volcano, in 
latitude 19 deg. 32 min. 25 fee. and half Couth, and in 
169 deg. 44 min. 35 fee. ead longitude. It is but a 
fmall creek, running in S. by W. half W. three quarters 
of a mile, and isabout half that in breadth. The depth 
of w^atcr in the harbour is about fix to three fathoms, 
the bottom fand and mud. The landing place is ex¬ 
ceeding convenient for taking in wood and water, both 
of chele neceffary articles being near the fiiorc. After 
the water had been a few days on board it dunk, but 
turned fwcet again; and when at the word the tin ma¬ 
chine would, in a few hours, recover a whole cafk. 
We now drctchcd, with a frclh gale, to the cadward, 
in order to have a nearer view, of Erronan. Having 
paffed this iOand at midnight, we tacked, and on Sun¬ 
day the 2id, dccrcd S. W. intending to get to the 
fouth of I’anna, and nearer Annatom; for though the 
morning was clear, we had made no difeovery of any 
ifiands to the ead. At noon, in latitude 20 deg. 33 
min. 30 fee. Port Refolution bore north, 86 deg. wed, 
didant about 18 miles: Tanna extended from fouth, 
88 deg. W. to N. 64 deg. W. Traitors Head north 
58 deg. W. didant 60 miles; the ifland of Erronan, 
north, 86 deg. E. didant 15 miles; and Annatom from 
S. half E. to S. half W. didant 30 miles. At two 
o’clock P. M. feeing no more land ahead of us, wc 
bore up round the S. E. end of Tanna, and ran along 
the fouth coad at one league from (bore. It leemed 
to be a bold one unguarded by rocks, and the country 
made a fine appearance, full as fertile as that in the 
vicinity of the harbour. At fix o clock wc faw' over 
the wed end of Tanna, in the direction of north 16 
deg. W. the high land of Erromango. We paffed the 
iflajid at eight, and fliaped ourcoiirfc for Sandwich Iflc, 
in order to complete our obfervations on that, and of 
the ifles to the N. W. At four o clock P. M. wc ap¬ 
proached the S. E. end. Wc found it to trend in the 
diredion of W. N. W. In the middle of this range, 
very near the (bore, we difeovered three or four fmall 
ides, behind which appeared a fafe anchorage. Wc 
continued our run along the coad to its wedern ex¬ 
tremity and then deered N. N. W. from the S. E. end 
of Mallicollo. 

On the 23d, we came in light of the iflands Pa-oom, 
A pee, and Ambry m. The fird of thefe appeared now 
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to be two iflands. We continued our courfe to within 
half a league of Mallicollo, on the S. W. fide, which 
we ranged at that diflancc. The diredbion ot the land, 
from the S. E. point is W. by S. for about fix leagues, 
and then N. W. by W. for three leagues, terminating 
in a high point or head land, in latitude 16 deg. 29 
min. to which the name was given of S. W. Cape. 
The coaft is low, indented with creeks, and projedling 
points; but, probably, thefe points might be little 
iflcs under Ihore. One we know to be fuch, lying be¬ 
tween two and three leagues of the cape. A round 
rock, or iflot, which, by an elbow in the coafl:, forms a 
line bay, lies clofe to the well: fide, or point of the 
cape, connedled with it by breakers. We were agree¬ 
ably furprized with the beauty of the forefis in Malli¬ 
collo, from whence \\c faw fmokc afeend in various 
places, a plain indication of their being inhabited: 
the circumjacent land appeared very fertile and popu¬ 
lous. We obferved troops of natives on feveral parts 
of the Ihore ; and two canoes put off to us, but as we 
did not fliorten fail, they could not overtake the fhip. 
The mofi: advanced land from the S. W. cape, bore 
N. W. by N. at which it feemed to terminate. At 
noon wc were two miles from the coaft, and by obfer- 
vation wc found our latitude to be 16 deg. 22 min. 30 
fee. S. and our never failing watch fiiewed, that wc were 
26 min. W. of it. At this time the S. W. cape bore 
S. 26 deg. E. and the mofi: advanced point of land for 
which wc fleered, borcN. W.by N. We had run the 
length of it by three o'clock P. M. and found the land 
trending more and more to the north. Wc reached 
its iitmofl extremity after dark, when wc were near 
enough the fiiore to hear the voices of the people, who 
were affemblcd round a fire they had made on the beach. 
We now hauled round the point, flood again to the 
north, and fpent the night in Bougainville’s paffage, be¬ 
ing affured of our fituation before fun-fet. • 

On Wednefday, the 24th, we had advanced nearly 
to the middle of the paffage, and the N. W. end of 
Mallicollo extended from S. 30 deg. E. to S. 58 deg. W. 
We now fleered N. by E. then north along the cafl 
coaft of the northern land. At firfl this coafl appeared 
continued, but we found it was compofed of feveral 
low woody ifies, mofi: of them of final 1 extent, except 
the fouthcrmofl, which in honour to the day, was named 
St. Bartholomew. It is near feven leagues in circum¬ 
ference, and forms the N. E. point of Bougainville’s 
paffage. Wc continued our courfe N, N. W. along a 
fine coafl covered with woods; in fomc places were 
white patches which wc judged to be chalk. On the 
25th, at day break, wc were on the north fide of the 
ifiand, and fleered well along the low land under it, for 
the bluff-head ; beyond which, at fun rife, we faw an 
elevated coafl, firetching to the north, as far as N. W. 
by W. Having doubled the head, we perceived the 
hmd to fl'cnd fouth, a little caflerly, and to form a 
large deep bay, bounded on the weft by the above 
mentioned coafl. It was our opinion, and every thing 
confpired to make us conclude, that this was the bay 
of St. Philip and St. Jago, difeovered by Quiros in 
1606. In order to detenninc this point, we f I retched 
over to the well fhore, from which wc were one league 
at noon, and in latitude i4deg. 55 min. 30 fee. S.’ 
and in 167 deg. 3 min. E. At half paft four o’clock 
P. M. we were only two miles from the weft fliore, to 
which v e‘ had been drove by a N. E. fwcll. Here 
we fiiw large bodies of the natives colleded together. 
Some ventured off in canoes; but they took fudden 
fright at fomething, nor could all our ligns of friend- 
fiiip induce them to come along-fide. Their nakednefs 
was covered with fome flag-grafs, faflencd to a belt, and 
which hung down, nearly as low as their knees : this 
was their only covering. Their complexion was very 
dark and their hair woolly, or cut fliort. The calm 
continued till near eight o’clock, and in the interval of 
time, we were drove into eighty-five fathom w^atcr; 
fo that we were under the apprehenfions of being 
obliged to anchor on a lee fhore, in a great depth, and 
in a gloomy dark night; but contrary to our expeda- 
tions our fears were removed; for a breeze fprung up 

I 


at E. S. E. and w hen we had hardly room to veer, the 

fliip came about; our fails filled on the flarboard tack • 
and we (fuch was the kind interpofition of an invifiblc 
agent) Hood off N. E. On the 26th, w^e were about 
eight miles from the head of the bay, that is termi¬ 
nated by a low beach; behind which is an extenfive flat 
covered w ith wood, and bounded on each fide by a ridge 
of mountains. Wc found our latitude at noon to be i c 
deg. 5 min. S. and at one o’clock, having a breeze at N. 
by W. w'c fleered up to within two miles of the head 
of the bay. Mr. Cooper and Mr. Gilbert w'cre fent 
out to found and reconnoitre, w'hilc we flood off and 
on with the Ihip. By this, time and opportunity were 
afforded for three failing canoes to come up, which had 
been following us. They would not come along-fide, 
but advanced near enough to receive fuch things as 
were thrown out to them, faflencd to a rope. They 
appeared to be of the fame colour as the inhabitants of 
Mallicollo, but were ftouter made and taller: their 
beards were frizzled and their hair w-oolly: yet feveral 
circumftances concurred to make us think they were of 
another nation. The numerals, as fitr as fix, they ex- 
preffed in the language Anamocha, and called the ad¬ 
jacent lands by the fame names. Some had their hair 
long, tied upon the crow n of the head, and ornamented 
with feathers like the New*^ Zealanders. Others wore 
a white fhell tied on their foreheads. They wore brace¬ 
lets on their arms, and a belt round their w'aifls. Some 
were painted wdth a blackifii pigment. They had 
prongs w ith them, which looked like infiruments to 
catch fifh, and the only arms wc faw' among them were 
gigs and darts. Their canoes were mofi like thofe of 
Tanna, and navigated in much the fame manner. I'hey 
gave us the names of fuch parts as we pointed to; but 
the name of the ifivind we could not get from them. On 
the return of the boats we were informed by Mr. 
Cooper and others, tliat they had landed at the head 
of the bay, near a fine flrcam of frefli w%atcr. We 
fleered down the bay, being not in want of any thing, 
and the wind having fhifted to S. S. £. Throughout the 
fore part of the night, on the wcfl fide of the fhore, the 
country was illuminated with fires, from the fea fliore 
to the fummit of the mountains. On Saturday the 
27th, at day-break, w^c found ourfelves two thirds 
down the bay, and at noon wc were the length of the 
N. W. point, which bore N. 82 deg. W. diflant five 
miles ; and by obfervation our latitude was 14 deg. 39 
min. 30 fee. Some of our gentlemen w ere doubtful of 
this being the bay of St. Philip and St. Jago, becaufe no 
place aniwered to the port of Vera Cruz ; but the cap¬ 
tain gave very good realbns for a contrary opinion. A 
port is a very vague term, like many others in geo¬ 
graphy ; and what Quiros calls the port of Vera Cruz, 
might be the whole haven or harbour, or the anchorage 
at the head of the bay, which in fome places may ex¬ 
tend farther olf than where our boats landed. The 
river w’as probably one of thofe mentioned by Quiros, 
and, if we were no: deceived, wc faw the other. 

The bay is every where free from danger, and of an 
unfathomable depth, except near the fliorcs, which arc 
for the mofi part low. It hath fixty miles fca coaft; 
eighteen on the eafl fide, which lies in the diredlion of 
S. half W. and N. half E. fix at the head; and thirt)^- 
fix on the weft fide, the direction of which is S. by L 
and N. by W. from the head down to tw^o thirds of it^ 
length, and then N. W. by N. to the N. W. 

The two points w-hich form the entrance of the ba/i 
arc in the direction of S. 53 deg. E. and N. 53 
W. difiant from each other thirty' miles. The bay, as 
well as the fiat land at the head of it, is bounded by^ 
ridge of hills: one to the w eft is very high, and ex¬ 
tends the whole length of the ifiand. Upon this 
pcared a luxuriant vegetation wberever the eye turned* 
Rich plantations adorned the fidcs of the hills, ford ^ 
reared their towered heads *, and every valley was "a- 
terej with a running dream ; but of all the produc- 
tions of nature the cocoa-nut trees were the mod con- 
fpicuous. Capt. Cook named the call point of tnc 
bay Cape Quiros, in memory of its firft difeoverer. 

is in lat. 14 deg. zG min. S. and in 167 deg. 13 . ‘ 

longi- 
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• Ap The N. W. point he named Cape Cum- 

lonp^e. ^1* I highncfe the duke. This 

S & of H^cg,. 38 min 45 fee. S. and in 
iri6 dec. 4Q niin. 30 fee. E. It is the N. W; 

^ vnemity of this Archipelago. On the 28th, and 29th, 
pvcrv opportunity, when the horizon was clear, 
out for more land, but none was feen: it is pro- 
K hie that there is none nearer than Queen Charlotte’s 
?n,nd difeovered by Capt. Carteret, about 90 leagues 
Kf N W. from Cape Cumberland, and the Captain 
fhouffhtthis-tobethe fame with Quiros’s Santa Cruz. 
OnTuefday the 30th, we plyed up the coaft with a 

^dnefday the^iff, we weathered the S. W. 
oint of the ifland. The coaft which trends calt, 
northerly, is low, andfeemtd to form fome ticcks or 
coves;and as we got farther into the paflage, we per¬ 
ceived fome fmall low ifles lying along it, which feemed 
to extend behind St. Bartholomew lOand. Haying 
now explored the wEole Archipelago, the feafon of tlie 
year made it neceflary to return to the fouth; but we 
had yet fome time left to make obfeiwations on any land 
we might difeover between this and New Zealand ; at 
which laft place the Captain intended to touch, in order 
to recruit our (lock of wood and water for another 
fouthern courfe. To this end, at five o’clock P. M. we 
tacked, and hauled to the fouthward, with a frefh gale 
at S. E. At this time the S. W. point of the ifland 
Ticrradel Efpiritu Santo, the only remains of Quiros's 
continent, bore north 82 deg. W. which Capt. Cook 
named Cape Lifburne. It lies in latitude 15 deg. 40 
min. and in 165 deg. 59 min. eafl longitude. It may 
perhaps be pleafing to our readers to give a fummary 
and more accurate view of the iflands in this Archi¬ 
pelago, as the foregoing account, being given journal- 
wife, may not be thought pcrfpicuous, or plain enough, 
either as to fituation or defeription. 

ITie iflands which compofe this Archipelago are not 
eafily numbered. We counted upwards of feventy in 
fight at one time; and they feem to be inhabited by 
people of very diiferent natures and complexions. 
Some w'e faw were woolly headed, and of the African 
nee; others were of a copper colour, hot unlike the 
New Zealanders; fome were of the mulatto coloiu', and 
not a few like die natives of Rotterdam, of a brownifli 
black, with long hair and fliorn beards. The high 
notions, how’ever, that were entertained of the vaft 
riches of thefe iflands, of their abounding in pearls, 
filvcrorc, and precious (tones, do not feem well founded, 
neither does the ifland of Manicola anfwer by any 
Cleans, the pompous defeription given of it by the 
Spanifli writeis, who found their report on the relation 
of an Indian chief, and on that of a captive, whom 
Quiros feized, and carried to Mexico. From the 
former Quiros learned, that to the N. W. of his country 
(Taumaco) there were more than 60 iflands^ and a large 
country, which he called Manicola; that, to explain 
J’hich were fmall, he made circles, and pointed to the 
fca with his finger, and made figns that it furrounded 
the land ; and for the larger he made greater circles, and 
Jne fame (igns; and for that large country he opened 
wm his arms, without joining them again, thereby in¬ 
tonating, that it extended widi out end; and by figns 
e fliewcd which people WTre whites, negroes, Indians, 
P^^^^ttoes, and which were mixed ; that in fome 
* lands they cat human flclh; and for this he made figns 
y biting his arm, fliew ing clearly thereby his abhor¬ 
rence of fuch people. He alfo gave them to undcrfland, 
at in the great country, there were cows or buffaloes, 
ifk ^optive Quiros learnt, that in fome of thofc 
nds, there were pearls as large as fmall pebbles; that 
^cre white and fliining; and that when 
dr/ ot them againfl: the fun, the fliining luftre 

faili r 

coun? ^ country which he named, lay that great 
t^olo inhabited by many people, dun- 

ihe ^^olattoes, who liv^ in large towns; that 

ountry was high and mountainous, with many 
he, with many others, had gone to it 


20. 


in one of their embarkations, in queff of the think of a 

great tree, of the many that are in it, to make a paria- 
giia; and that he faw there a port larger, and the 
entrance narrower, than that of St; Philip and St. 
Jago, and that the bottom was fand, and the lliore 
Ihingle ; he added, that the inhabitants had warlike 
inffruments pointed with filver. This captive, after he 
had learnt the Spaniffi tongue, confirmed what he had 
faid of the Great Country, and w hat the chief had faid 
of the many iflands, and of the diiTerent nations w’ith 
which they were peopled; fome luffy, having their 
bodies punduated; others not fo, of various colours, 
long hair, red, black, curled and woolly. And being 
Ihcwn fome (lones impregnated w ith filver, he faid, in 
the great country he had feen fuch kind of (lones, and 
likewife at Tuamaco, where the natives ufed fome to 
puncluatc thcmfelves, and others for ornament.* Froiri 
dicfe intimations, fevcral Navigators have inferred, that 
if Quiros had flood to the fouthward, that courfe would 
have undoubtedly difeovered to him the great Southerrl 
Continent, or as Quiros emphatically expredes it, "the 
mother offo many iflands.” Yet after all, this Voy.A.GE 
has fliewn all thefe qucftionlcfs affirmations, and pro¬ 
bable conjectures, to be no other than mere alTumptions 
founded on a f'alfe hypothcfis. The courfe which 
Tafman purfued in 1722, joined to that of Capt. 
Cook’s, has demonffrated the non-exiffcncc of a 
Southern Continent, in the dirctlion in which Mr. 
Dalrymple fo pofitively aflerts Quiros might have 
f und it; and indeed every other dircdlionfrom the 
line to 5© deg. of fouthern latitude, between which he 
has given it a place. 

The iflands of this Archipelago towards the north, 
were firfl difeovered by that able navigator Quiros, a 
Spanilli captain, in 1606, and was confidered as part 
of the vSouthern Continent, w hich, at that time, was 
fuppofed to exift. They were next vifited (for the 
PVcnch are very ready to reap the fruits of other peo¬ 
ples labours) by M. de Bougainville in 1768, w'ho ex¬ 
cept landing on the ifle of Lepers, difeovered no more 
than that the land was not connected, but com- 
pofed of iflands, which he called the Great Cyclades. 
But our great navigator, and experienced commander, 
Capt. Cook, left no room for conjedure, refpeding the 
great objeds he had in view; for befides afeertaining 
the extent and fituation of thefe iflands, he has added 
to them fcvcral new ones; and having explored the 
whole with mathematical precifion, we think he had a 
right to name them, as he did,the New Hebrides; by 
which name we (liall in the remaining parts of our 
narrative did inguifli them. Their fituation is betweea 
the latitude of 14 deg. 29 min. and 20 deg. 4 min. S. 
and between 166 deg. 41 min.^and 170 deg. 21 min. E. 
longitude, extending 125 leagues, or 375 miles, in the 
diredionofN. N. W. half W. andS. S. E. halfE. We 
fhall deferibe them for the fake of pcrfpicuity in the 
following numerical order: 

I. The Peak of the Etoilc, as it was named by M. 

dc Bougainville. This is the mod northern ifie, and, 
according to his reckoning, lies N. by W. eight leagues 
from Aurora, in latitude 14 deg. 29 min. longitude 
168 deg. 9 min. i. 

II. Tierra del Efpiritu Santo, which lies fartheft north, 
and was difeovered by Quiros in 1606. This is the 
moft weffem and largeft of all the Hebrides. It kes in 
the diredion ofN. N. W. halfW. and S. S. E. halfE. 
and is 66 miles long, 36 broad, and 180 in circum¬ 
ference. The land is exceeding high and mountain¬ 
ous ; and the hills in many parts rife diredly from the 
fea. Every place, except the cliffs, is bcautifmly 
adorned with woods and regular plantations. Yhc bay 
of St. Philip and St. Jago, forms an excellent harbour, 
and we doubt not of there being good bays along tlic 
fouth and eaft coafls of other fmalTer iflands. 

III. Mallicollo is the next confiderablc ifland, ex¬ 
tending N. W. and S. E. In this diredion it is 54 
miles long. Its greateft breadth is at the S. E. which is 
24 miles. The N. W. end is 16 miles broad; and 
nearer the middle one third of that breadth. Thefe 
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unequal meafurements, particularly near the centre, are 
caufed by a wide and pretty deep bay, on the S. W. 
lidc. If we may form a judgment of the whole of this 
^riand from what we faw of it, we mud conclude it is 
very fertile and populous. The hills are in the center 
of the idand, from which the land defeends, with an 
caly Hope to the fea-coaft, where it is rather low\ 

IV. St. Bartholomew, fituated between the S. E. end 
of Tierra-del Efpiritu Santo, and the north end of Mal- 
licollo; the diftance between which latter ifland and 
St. Bartholomew is eight miles. The middle of it 
is in latitude 15 deg. 4S min. Between this ifland and 
that of MallicollOj is the paflage through which M. de 
Bougainville went; whofe deferiptions have very little 
pretenfions to accuracy. 

V. The Ifle of Lepers is fituated between Efpiritu 
Santo and Aurora, being dirtant from the former eight 
leagues, and from the latter three. It lies nearly under 
the fame meridian as the S. E. end of Mallieollo, in 
latitude 15 deg. 22 min. Its figure approaches nearefi 
to an oval; and it is near 60 miles in circumference. 
We determined its bounds by fcvcral bearings; but the 
lines of the fhore were traced out by infpedlion, except 
the N. E. part, where there is an anchorage half a mile 
from the land. We muft here obferve, that, Aurora, 
Whitfuntide, Ambrym, Paoom, and its neighbours 
Apec, Three-hills, and Sandwich Iflands, lie all under 
the fame meridian of 167 deg. 29 min. E. extending 
from the latitude of 14 deg, 51 min. 30 fee. to 17 deg. 
53 min. 30 fee. 

VI. Aurora Ifland lies N. by W. and S. by E. in 
which direction it is 33 miles in length ; but in breadth, 
we think, it fcarcely exceeds feven miles, except where 
the natives have their plantations, its furface is hilly, 
anil every where covered with w'ood. 

- VH. Whitfuntide Ifland, one league and a half to 
the fouth of Aurora, of which it is the fame length, 
but fomewhat broader; and lies in the diredlion of 
north and fouth. Except fuch parts that feemed to be 
cultivated, and which arc pretty numerous, it appeared 
confidcrably high, and covered with wood. 

• VIII. Ambrym, from the north lide to the fouth end 
of Whitfuntide Ifland, is two leagues and an half. In 
circumference this ifland is about r 7 leagues. The 
flioi'e is rather low, and the land rifes with an unequal 
afeent to a high mountain. Wejudgeditto be well 
inhabited from the quantity of fmokc which we per¬ 
ceived to afeend out of the w^oods, in fuch parts of the 
ifland as paffed under our obfervation; for the whole of 
it we did not fee. 

IX. Paoom, of this land its neighbourhood we faw but 

little, and therefore can only fay of this ifland, that it 
f()ar-s up to a great height in the form of a hay-cock. 
.T’he extent of this and the adjoining ifle (if they are two) 
do not exceed three or four Jeaguess in any direc¬ 
tion ; for the diflance between Ambrym and Apee is 
fcarcely five leagues, and they are fituated in this fpace, 
and call from Port Sandwich, diflant about eight 
leagues. ® 

X. Apec. The diredlion of this ifland is about 
24 miles N. W. and S. E. and it is not Icfs than 60 
miles in circumference. It has a hilly furface, rifing to 
a confidcmblc height, and is diverfified with woods 
and lawns: we fpcak here only of the weft and fouth 
pares, for the others wc did not fee. 

XI. Shepherd's I Acs, which arc a clufier o-f fmalf 
ones, of different dimcnfions, in the diredfion of S. E 
and extending off' from the S. E. point of Apee, about 
five leagues. 

XII. Three^hills. This ifland lies four leagues fouth 
from the coaflof Apec, and is diflant 17 leagues, S. 
E. half S. from Port Sandwich. A reef of rocks' oii 
which the fea continually beats, lies W. by N, five miles 
from the wefl point. 

XIII. Sandwich Ifland is fituated nine leagues, in 
the direction of fouth from Three-hills, To the caft 
and wefl of which line are, 

XIV. Tvvo-hills Ifland^ 

XV. The Monument, 


XVI. Montagu Iflands. 

XVII. Hinchinbrook. 

XVIII. Two or three fmall ifles, Tying between 
Hinchinbrook and Sandwich Ifland, to which they are 
connected by breakers. Sandwich Ifland is 75 
in circumference, and its greateft extent is 30 miles 
It lies in the diredtion of N. W. by W. and S. K. by p* 
We yfewed the N. W. coafl of this ifland only at a dif' 
tancc. From the fouth end of Mallieollo, to the N. \\ 
end of Sandwich Ifle, the diftance, in the dircclion of 
S. S. E. is 22 leagues. 

XrX. Erramango lies in the fame direction; and h. 
fituated 18 leagues from Sandwich Ifland. It is about 
75 miles in circumference. The middle of it is in la, 
titude I S deg. 54 mim longitude 169 deg. 19 min.E' 
From the diflance wc were off when we firft faw it, it 
appeared of a good height. 

XX. Tanna. This ifland is fituated fix leagues from 
the fouth fide of Erromango, extending S. E. by S. and 
N. W. by N. It is about 24 miles long in that direc¬ 
tion, ' and every where about nine or twelve miles 
broad. 

XXI. Annatom. This is the fouthernmoft ifland, 
and lies in latitude 20 deg. 3 min. longitude 170 deg, 
4 min. and 12 leagues from Port Refoiution, fouth 30 
deg. E. Its furface is hilly, and of a tolerable height; 
more we cannot fay of it. 

XXII. liiimcr,'which is in the direiffion of N. by 
E. halfE. four leagues from Port Refoiution in Tanna; 
and, 

XXIII. Erronan, or Footdona, eaff, lies in the fame 
^ dirciffion, diftant 11 leagues. This ifland is the moft 
eaftern of alKthe Hebrides, and appeared to be more 
than five leagues in circumference. It is high, and on 
the top flat. A fmall peak, fccmingly disjoined from 
the ifle, though wet bought it was conncAed by low 
land, lies on the N. E. lidc. This is an accumte def- 
cription of the principal iflands in the Archipelago, 
to w'hich our commander gave the name of the 
Hebrides; but, as w’c have before obferved, there arc 
many others of lefler note, of which we had only a 
tranlient view, and therefore cannot pretend to def- 
cribc. 

To this account, in order to render it complete, we 
fliall annex the lunar obfervations, made by our aftro- 
nomer, Mr. Wales, for afeertaining the longitude of 
thefe iflands, concerning which Capt. Cook obferves, 

That each fet of obfervations confiffing of between fix 
and ten obferved diffances of the fun and moon, or moon 
and ftars,the wholcnumberamounts tofevcralhundreds; 
and thefe, by means of the watch, have been reduced to 
alt the iflands; fo that the longitude of each is as well 
determined as tl’vat of the two ports undermentioned, 
namely. Sandwich and Refoiution. To prove this wc 
need only obferve, tJi^at the longitude of the two port^ 
as pointed out by the watch and by the obfervations, did 
not differ two miles. This fliews likewifc, what degree 
of accuracy thdfe obfervations arc capable of, w'hen mul¬ 
tiplied to a confiderable number, made with diflerent 
inftruments, and with the fun and ftars, or both Tides 
of the moon. By this lafl: method, the errors which may 
be either in the inffruments or lunar tables, deflroy each 
other, as alfo thofe that may arife from the obferver 
himfclf; for fome are more oritical, and clofcr obfervers 
than others. If w'e conlider the number of obferva¬ 
tions that may be obtained in the courfc of a month* 
(fuppdling the weather to be favourable) we lhall per¬ 
haps find this method of afeertaining the longitude ot 
' places asaccurate as moft others; at leafl it is the 
cafy, and attended with the leaff expcnce. Every m'P 
bound to foreign parrs is, or may be, fupplied upon 
eafy terms, with a fuflicient number ofgooa quadrants, 
proper for making the folar or lunar oblcrvations; a^n 
the diffcreiKe of the price between a good and ba 
quadrant, can never be an objed with an officer. J ^ 
moft expenfive article, and what is in fome mealur 
ncceflary, in order to arrive at the utinoft accuracy» 
is a good watch; but for common ufe, and where tna 
Arid accuracy is not required, this maybe 
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L PORT SANDWICH. 


ich- and it is to be obfcrved, that the ordinary way 
of finding the longitude by a quadrant, is not fo dit^ 
ficult but that any man with proper application, and a 
little praclice, may foon learn to make obfervations as 
well as the aftronomers. Indeed, not any material dif¬ 
ference has fcldom occurred, between the obfervations 
made by Mr. Wales, and thofe made by the officers at 
the fame time. 

Lunar Obfervations made by Mr. WALES, 

For afeertaining the longitude of the Hebrides, 
reduced by the watch to Port Sandwich in Mallicollo, 
and Port Refolution in Tanna. 




Meanofiofetsofobferv.beforei67® 56'33"! 
2 dittp, at 168 2 37 4- 

20 ditto, 167 52 57 


Mean of thele means ^67 57 22 -l-E. Long. 

11 . PORT RESOLUTION. 

Meanof 2ofets ofobferv. before 169^ 37 ' 3 5 
5 ditto, at . 4^ 48 

20 ditto, after 169 47 224- 

Mean of thefe means 169 44 35 
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O N September the ift, being Thurfday, we were 
out of fight of land, and no more was to be feen. 
We continued our courfc to the S. W. and on the 3d 
at five o’clock, found ourfelves in 19 deg. 49 min. and 
in 165 deg. E. longitude. On the 4th, at eight o’clock 
A. M. we difeovered land, which at noon extended from 
S. S. E. to W. by S. diftant fix leagues. At five P. M. 
\vc were fix leagues off, when we were flopped by a calm. 
At this time the land extended from S. E. by S. to W. 
by N. round by the S. W. but as fomc openings were 
feen in the well, we could not determine whether it was 
one conncdled land, or a duller of Iflands. Theroall 
to the S. E. feemed to terminate to the S. E. in a high 
promontory, which was named Cape Colnet, after one 
of our midfiiipmen, who firft difeovered this land. 
Wc faw two or three canoes under fail, and wc thought 
they had come off to us, but they flruck their fails a 
little before fun fet, and wc faw' them no more. On 
the 5th, we obferved tlie coaft extended to the S. E. of 
CapeColnett, and round by the S. W. to N. W. by 
W. We bore down to N. W. and came before an 
opening, that had the appearance of a good channel. 
Wc delired to enter it, in order to have an opportunity 
of obferving an cclipfc of the fun, which w^as foon to 
bappen. Wc therefore fent out two armed boats to 
Jound the chamiel; and at the fame time we faw 12 
brp failing canoes near us. All the morning we had 
obferved them in motion, and coming off from dif- 
Icrent parts; but fome were lying on the reef, fifliing as 
Me imagined. When we hoifted out our boats they 
'^re pretty near us; but upon feeing this, they return- 
*•'0. and our boats followed them. Wc now were con- 
vin«d, that what wc had taken for openings in the 
ooait was low land, all connedlcd, except the weftem 
fn which, as we afterwards learnt, was an 

and, called Balabca. The boats having made a fig- 
a tor a channel, we flood in with the Ihip. The 
oniinanding officer of the boats reported, that there 
good anchorage, and that the natives were very 
in I '^^^ging. He gave them fomc medals, and 
cturn, they prefented him with fome filh. Having 
low ‘■cef* we hauled up S. half E. for afmall 

all under the fliore, being followed by 

tMo We proceeded up the bay more than 

at length anchored in five fathoms 
^ if a fine fund mixed with mud, and wc 

timp Tf t At, this 

<luan:e ^ r fandy iflc bore E. by S. diflant three 
Wei-f. ®ud from the Ihore of the main we 

N ifiand of Balabea bore N. W. by 

'‘•ftantfour , WC came north, 

uur miles. A ^rcat number of the natives fur- 


rounded us before wc had well got to anchor, in 16 or 
18 canoes, without any fort of weapons, aiid we prcr 
vailed upon one boat to come near enough to receive 
fome prefents. In return, they tied two fifh to the 
rope, that flunk intolerably. An intercourfe being thus 
opened by mutual exchanges, two of the natives ven^ 
tured on board the fliip, and prefcntly after flic was 
filled with them. Some dined with us, but they would 
not eat our fait beef, pork, or peafe foup; w'c happened 
to have fome yams left which they were very fond of. 
Thefe they called Oobee, a name not unlike Oofee hfy 
which they are called at mofl of the iflands, except 
Mallicollo; neverthclefs we found thefe people fpoke 
a language to which we were entire flrangcrs. I'hcy 
w'ere quite naked, except the belt and wrapper, which 
they ufed as the inhabitants of the other iflands. They 
had no knowledge of our dogs, cats., and goats, &c. not 
having even a name for them; but they flicw'cd a rc-e 
markable attachment to pieces of red cloth and fpike 
nails. After dinner-time, a party of us w'ent afhore 
with two armed boats, and landed amidfl a great num¬ 
ber of people, v/ho were induced by curiofity alone to 
fee us, for they had not fo much as a flick in their 
hands, and received us with great courtefy. They cx- 
preffed a natural furprize at feeing men ana things fo 
new to them as wc were. Prefents w'cre made to fucli, 
as a man, who had attached himfclf to Capt. Cook, 
pointed out; but he would not fuffer the captain to 
ivc t;he women, who flood behind, any bt^ads or me¬ 
als. We faw' a chief whofe name was Teabooma, who 
called for filcncc foon after we landed. Every perfoii 
inflantly obeyed him, and liftened with extraordinary 
attention. When he had finiflied his harangue, ano¬ 
ther fpoke, who was no lefs refpedfully attended to. 
Their fpceches w'cre compofedof fliort fentcnces. We 
thought ourfelves to be the fubjedl of them, though we 
could not undcrlland them. Having by figns enquired 
for frcfli water, fomc pointed to the call, others to the 
weft; but our friend undertook to conduct us to it, and 
for that purpofe embarked with us. The ground wc 
paired was beautifully cultivated, laid out in fevcral 
plantations, and well watered. We rowed near two 
miles to the eaft, where we obferved the fliorc to be 
mollly covered with mangroves. We entered among 
thefe by a narrow creek or river, which brought us to 
a little ftraggling village where we were fbewn frcfli 
water. Near this fpot the land was richly adorned with 
plantations of fugar-canes, yams, &c. and watered with 
little rills, conduded by art from the main fprings, 
whofe fource w'as in the hills. Wc law fc\ raj cocoa- 
nut trees which had not much fruit on them, and heard 
the crowing of cocks, but faw none. Some roots w^erc 
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baking on a fire, in an earthen jar, which would hold 
fix gallons, and we did not doubt, but that this w^asot 
their own manufadlure. Mr. Forller fhot a duck as it 
flew over our heads, and explained to the captain s 
friend how it was killed. He dehred to have the duck, 
and informed his countrymen in what manner it w^s 
fhot. The tide not permitting us to day longer in the 
creek, we took leave of thefe amicable people, frorn 
whom we had nothing to exped: but good nature, and 
the privilege of vifiting their country without nTolena- 
tion, as it w'as eafy to fee thefe were all they could be- 
flow. Though this did not fatisfy our demands, it 
cave u§ much eafe and fatisfadion, for they certainly 
excelled all the natives we had hitherto met with in 

friendly civility, 1 j r 

On Tuefday, the 6th, in the morning, hundreds ot 
the natives came to vifit us : fome fwam, and otl^rs 
came in canoes. Before ten o'clock our decks, and other 
parts of the fliip, were quite full of them. The cap¬ 
tain’s friend brought fome fruit and a few roots: the 
reft had with them only their clubs and darts, which 
they exchanged readily for nails, pieces of cloth, and 
other trifling articles. Texabooma came with them, but 
went out of the ftiip imperceptibly, and by that means 
loft the prefent that was intended for him. After break- 
faft lieutenant Pickerfgill was fent with two armed boats 
in fearch after-frcQi water, for what was found the pre¬ 
ceding day could not conveniently be got on board. 
Mr. Wales alfo, and lieutenant Clerke, went to the 
little ifland, to make preparations for obferving the 
cclipfe of the fun, which w’as expedled to be in the af 
ternoon. Mr. Pickerfgill having fucceeded, foon re¬ 
turned. The launch was therefore ordered out to com¬ 
plete our water, and thecaptain repaired to the i(le, to 
afTift in the obfervation. The cclipfe came on about 
one o’clock P. M. Wc loft the firft conta(!t by inter¬ 
vening clouds, but were more fortunate in the end j 
and by obfervations taken with different inftrumcnis, 
by Capt. Cook, Mr. Wales, and Mr. Clerke, the lati¬ 
tude of the ifle, at the place of obfervation, wa.s found 
to be 20 deg. 17 min. 39 fee. S. The longitude by the 
diftance of the fun and moon, and moon and ftars, 
48fets, 164 deg. 41 min. 21 fee. E. The fame by 
the w'atch 163 deg. 58 min. Mr. Wales meafured the 
quantity eclipfed*by Hadley’s quadrant, a method ne¬ 
ver before thought of. The captain was of opinion, 
that it anfwers the purpofc of a micrometer to a great 
degVee of certainty; if fo, it is a great addition to the 
ufe of this valuable inftrument. In the evening we vi- 
fitcd the w'atering place, which w^as a fine ftream, at 
the head of a fmall creek. The calks were conveyed 
by a fmall boat down the creek to the beach, over which 
they w'ere^lled, and then put into the launch. I he 
boat could enter the creek only at high water. Near 
this watering place was plenty of excellent wood for 
fuel, an article we did not at prefent want. In the 
evening of this day, about feven o’clock, died Simon 
Monk, our butcher. His death was occafioncd by a 
fall down the fore hatchw’ay, the preceding night. We 
could not but lament the lofs of fo ufeful a hand, ef- 
pecially as he w'as well refpcclcd and much eftcemed 
on board the ftiip. 

On Wednefday, the 7th, wc made a party to take a 
view' of the country. When we had landed, two of 
the natives undertook to be our guides. We afeended 
the hills by a pretty good path ; and in the way met fe- 
veral people, who accompanied us, fo that in a ftiort 
time our train became numerous. From the fummit 
of one of the hills wc faw the foa in two places, whereby 
we could determine the breadth of this country, which 
does not exceed thirty mUcs. A large valley lay be¬ 
tween the ridge we were upon, and the advanced hills, 
through which glided a forpentine river, and on the 
fides of the hills were fcvcral ftraggling villages. The 
valley appeared rather romantic, by the villages, intcr- 
fperfed with w^oods, winding ftreams, and beautiful 
plantations, which much improved the feene. The 
.other parts of the iflaad were moftly rocky and barren. 
The little foil that is upon the mountains and high 
places is burnt up by the fun; yet it is coated with 


coarfe grafs and plants, and here and there trees and 

ftirubs. There is a great fimilitude between this coun¬ 
try and New Holland, uhder the fame parallel of latu 
tude, obvious to every one who had feen both places. 
We returned by a different road to that we came by, and 
paffed through fome of the plantations in the plains, 
which were laid out with great judgment, and appeared 
to be well cultivated. All the nations in thefe fcas re¬ 
cruit their land by letting it lay in fallow, but they feem 
not to have any idea of rnanuring it, except by fetting 
fire to the grafs with which it is over-run. Having 
finiftied our excurfion by noon, we returned on board 
to dinner, with one of our guides with us, whofe atten¬ 
tion and fidelity were rewarded at a very trifling ex¬ 
pence. In the afternoon, the captain’s clerk, being 
afhore, purchafed a fifti which one of the natives had 
ftruck. It had a large, long, ugly head, and bore fome 
refemblance to the fun fifti. It was ordered for fupper, 
as we had no fufpicion of its being poifonous. Provi¬ 
dentially, the time the draughtfman took up in por¬ 
traying this fifti, rnadeit too late for us to have itdrelTed; 
but the captain, and the two MclTis. Forfters tafted of 
the liver and row ; and in the middle of the night, they 
found themfelves feized with a w^eaknefs and ftupor, 
wkich aifedled their whole frame. The captain had al- 
moft loft his fenfe of feeling, not being able todiftin- 
guifti between light and heavy bodies; a quart pot and a 
feather feemed the fame in his hand. An emetic, and 
after that afwear, were taken by thefe gentlemen, which 
proved an -efficacious remedy. When they rofe in the 
morning, they found one of the pigs dead, who had 
eaten the entrails ; and when the natives came on 
board, and faw the filh hang up, they exprefted their 
abhorrence, fignifying it was not wholefome food. 
It is a little remarkable they did not do this when the 
fifti was to be fold, nor after it was purchafed. On the 
8th in the afternoon, Teabooma, the chief, brought a 
prefent to the captain, confifting of a few yams, and 
fugar canes. In return for which, among other arti¬ 
cles, a dog and bitch wi^s fent him, nearly full grown. 
The dog W'as red and w hite, but the bitch w'as the co¬ 
lour of an Englilh fox. This w’as done with the view 
of ftocking the country with this fpecies of animals. 
It was fome time before Teabooma could believe the 
prefent was,intended for him; but when he w’as con¬ 
vinced of this, he fent them immediately away, and 
feemed loft in excefs of joy. On the 9th, lieutenant 
Pickerfgill and Mr. Gilbert were difpatchcd in the 
launch and cutter to explore the coaft to the wefr, 
which could not be fo well effedlcd by the fhip> on 
account of the reefs. A party of men was alfo lent 
aftiorc to cut brooms; but Capt. Cook and MefTrs. 
Iforfters w'cre confined aboard, though much better. 
On the 10th, Mr. Forfter was fo well recovered as to 
go into the country in fearch of plants. On Sunday, 
the nth, in the evening, the boats returned, and vc 
were informed by the commanding officers, that hav¬ 
ing reached an elevation the morning they had fet out, 
they had from thence a view of the coaft; and both 
Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Pickerfgill were of opinion, that 
there was no paftage for the ftiip to the weft. From 
this place, accompanied by two of the natives, they 
w'cnt to Balabea. They were received by Teabi, the 
chief of the ifland, and the people who came in 
numbers to fee them, wdth ftrong intimations / 

ftiip. Our people, that they might not be crow'deo, 
drew a line between them and the natives, who under 
ftood and complied with the rcftridlion. One ol the 
had a few cocoa-nuts, which a failor would have 
but the man being unwdlling to part with them, walKe 
off, and, being followed by the failor, he fat down 0 
the fand, made a circle round him, as he had feen 0 
people do, and fignified that the other was no^ 
come within it, and the injundlion was ftrrftly ® 
ferved. This excurfion to Balabea was rather a 
lefs one; for they did not reach the ifte till near u 
fet, and left it again before fun-rife, the next morning» 
and the two following days were fpent in gettujg P 
to the ftiip. In going down to tl^e ifle, they la^^^ 
great number of turtles, but could not (Irike 


























































































































. j fpi bein» rattier tempeftuous. The cutter 
,vmd ; and fuddenly filled with water, (o that 
'!’"'"?prp obliged to throw fevcral things over board. 

' ’ nrwnt her being loft, and by lightening her, to flop 
From a fiftiing canoe they met, they got as 

u nil, as they could eat. 

On Monday,’ihe lath, early in the mormng, the 
°"„Kr was^ordered to repair the cutter. The cap- 
”^’^beingdefirous of flocking this countiy with hogs 
uell as do<TS, the former being more ulefol of the 
he took^with them in the boat a young boar/nd 
Lv and went up the mangrove creek in fearch of his 
fSd, the chief, in order to give them to him. We 
OTr^nformed by the natives, that he lived at fomedi- 
' but they would fend for him: but he not 
coming as foon as we expefted, Capt. Cook refolved to 
^^tfcmtothe firft man of confequence he might 
meet with. In confequence of this determination they 
re offered to a grave old man, who fliook his head, 
ind made fiens for us to take them into the boat again, 
o" ourtJng to comply, they feemed to hold a con- 
fultation what was to be done. After this, our guide 
offered to conduct us to the chief, (or Areekee) and he 
accordingly led us to a hoiifc, where eight or ten mid¬ 
dle aged perfons w'cre fgated in a circle. • To thc^the 
captain and his pigs w'cre formally introduced. They 
defircd the captain with great courtefy to be ieated, 
who began to expatiate on the merits of his two pigs, 
explaining to them their nature and ufe, and how they 
would multiply: in fhort, he enhanced their value as 
much as poffiblc, tha^ they might rake the more care 
of them. In return for our prefent we had lix yarn^s 
brought us, after which we went on board. In the af¬ 
ternoon wc made a trip to the Ihore, and on a tree near 
the watering place, an infeription was cut, fetting 
forth the (hips name, date, &c. as a memorial and 
proof that we were the firft difeoverers of this coun¬ 
try. Much the fame had been done in other places we 
had touched at. Near this place is a little village, which 
we now found to be much larger than w'e expedted. 
It was furrounded with good cultivated land, regu¬ 
larly laid out, planted, or planting, with taro or eddy 
root, yams, &c. fmall rills, in plealing meanders, con¬ 
tinually watered the taro plantations. Thefe roots arc 
planted, fome in fquare or oblong patches, w'hich he 
horizontal, and are funk below the level of the adjacent 
land, by which means they can let into them, as much 
•water as they think requilite. Others arc planted in 
ridges, about four feet broad, and three high. On the 
top of the ridge is a narrow gutter, for conveying the 
little rills to the roots. The plantations are laid out 
with fuch judgment, that the fame ftream waters fe¬ 
vcral ridges. Thefe arc fometimes the boundaries to 
the horizontal plantations, and where this method is 
ufed, which is frequently done for the benefit of a path¬ 
way, not an inch of ground is loft. Some of the roots 
arc better tafted than others; nor are they all of the 
fame colour; but they are all wholefome food. The 
tops arc eaten by the natives, and wc thought them 
good greens. The whole family, men, wornen, and 
children, work in thefe plantations. Having now 
hilly fatisfied our curiofity for the prefent, wc returned 
on board, when the captain ordered all the boats to be 
Hoifted in, that wc might be ready to fet fail, and put to 
fca. 

The inhabitants of this country arc ftrong, robuft, 
active, friendly, courteous, and not addidicd to pil- 
fering, as all other nations arc in this fea. They have 
in general better features than the natives of Tanna, 
and arc a much ftouter race ; but in fome wc faw a rc- 
fcmblanceof the negroes, having thick Vps, flat noles, 
and full cheeks. Their hair and beards are black. I he 
former is very rough and frizzled; and frequently 
yants fcratching, for which they have a well contrived 
inftrument, wearing it always in their rough mop 
beads, h is a kii'ui of comb made of flicks of hard 
''ood, from feven to nine inches long, and about the 
micknefs of a knitting needle. Twenty of thefe, fomc- 
*nncs fewer, arc faftened together at one end, parallel 
and nearly one tenth of an inch from each other. 
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The other ends, that tire.a little pointfcdi fpread out 

like the flicks of a fan. Some have their hair tied up 
in clubs, and others, as well as the women, wear it 
cropped (hort. They alfo wear their beards cropped 
in the fame manner. They are nuich fubjeift to fwellcd 
and ulcerated legs, particularly the men, as alfo to a 
fwelling of the ferotum. When they gO otit in their ca^ 
noes, and when unemployed, they wear a coarfe kind 
of matting, of their own manufadturc, and the meri 
of note haxJ€ a ftift*, cylindrical black cap, which ap¬ 
peared to be a capital ornament, and mark of diftinc- 
tion among themt The drefs of their women is a ftiorc 
petticoat, "made of the leaves of the plantain tree, 
taftened by a cord round their waifts. I'his is at Icaft 
fix inches thick, but not one longer than licccflary for- 
the ufe defigned. The outer filaments arc dyed black, 
and the right fide is ornamented with pearl oyfter- 
fiiclls. Both fexes arc adorned with ear-rings, neck¬ 
laces, amulets, and bracelets, made of large Ihclls, 
which are placed above the elbow. Various parts of 
their bodies are punchircd. They appear to be a 
race between the natives of Tanna, and ihofe of the 
Friendly I lands, and they bear fome rcfcmblancc to 
thofe oV New Zealand; their language, in fome re- 
fpeds, appears to be colledcd from thefe three coun¬ 
tries. ' In honefty and a friendly difpofition, they ccr-^ 
tainly excel all others. However, notwithftanding 
this, they muft fometimes be engaged in war, other- 
wife they would notl c fo well provided as they arc, with 
weapons of various forts. Their clubs arc hear three 
feet in length, And varioufly formed, fome with heads 
like an hawk, others with round helds. They are all 
made ve?y neatly. Their darts and fpcars arc orna¬ 
mented with carvings. They take fome pains to fiiapc 
the ftones for their flings, which arc in the form of an 
eag, only pointed alike at both ends. In ftriking fifh 
a dart, they are very dexterous, which wc believe 
is the only m«^thod they have of catchii^ them, for wc 
faw neither hooks nor lilies in their poficlfion. Their 
tools arc much the fame as in the other iflands. They 
build their houfes circular, refembling a bee-hive, and' 
full as clofe and warm; into which they enter by a 
fquare opening, juft big enough to admit a man upon 
his knees. The roof is lofty and brought to a point aC 
top • the fide walls arc five feet and a half high ; both 
roof and fidcs are covered with thatch, made of coarfc 
long grafs. On the top of moft of their dwellings is a 
wooden poft, which is generally ornamented either with 
carving, or fliclls, or both. Within are platforms lor 
the convcniency of laying any thing on, and in fome 
houfes arc two floors, one above the other. On the 
floors dry grafs is laid, and mats are fpread for the prin¬ 
cipal people to fleep, or fit on. In moft of them wc 
found a fire burning, and in fome two fire places, but 
they arc verv fmoaky and hot, having no chimney, nor 
vent for the fmoak but the door; an atmofphcrc which 
to Europeans muft be very difiigreeable, and as to our- 
felvcs we could fcarcely endure it a moment j but with 
refpea to the natives, the fmoke is a necelfary evil, as 
it prevents the mufquitoes from molcfting them, and 
thefe are very numerous. Their houfes are better cal¬ 
culated for a cold than a hot climate; and it is owing 
to their internal heat, that thefe people arc fo chilly 
^^hen in the open air, and without cxercifc. Wc often 
faw them make little fires at dift’erent places, and fquat 
down round them, only to warm themfclves In fome 
particulars their houfes are very neat; for befides the 
ornaments at top, we faty fome with carved 
There are not any partitions in them,confequcntl) they 
cannot have any of our ide:^ that make privacy nc- 
refTarv They cook their victuals in the open air, 
without doors; and the earthen jar, before mentioned, 
feems to be the only article of their houfliold uwnfos 
worth notice. In this they bake their roots and fifh. 
Thev ufe three or five Hones, m the form of a fugar- 
loaf, to keep the jars from refting on the fire, and 
that it may burn the better. On thefe the jars he in¬ 
clined on their fidcs : and three ftones are for one jar, 
Hve for two. Ihe ftones are fixed m the ground, and 
their pointed ends are about half a foor above thc^fur^ 
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face. Water is their only liquor, and their fubfillance 
is on fifli, roots, and the bark of a certain tree, which 
la ft they roaft before they chew it. Sorne of our peo¬ 
ple Teemed to relifh the tafte of it, which is Tweet and 
inTipid. Their fruit-trees do not yield much fruit. 
Plantains are not in abundance; fugar canes and bread¬ 
fruit are very Tcarce; and the cocoa-nuts are but thinly 
planted.’ 

Notwithftanding nature has been rather Tcanty in 
her favours to the ifland, it is not thinly peopled on 
the Tea coaft, and in the valleys that are capable of 
cultivation. We Taw, it is true, great numbers of the 
natives every day, but we believe they came from all 
parts on our account. Down the coaft, to the weft, 
there are but few' inhabitants, but from the eaft, they 
came daily in large bodies, over the mountains, to viTit 
us. We muft, however, confeTs, that what parts of 
this country we Taw, are not fit to Tupport many inha¬ 
bitants, moft of thcTe being barren rocky mountains, 
the grafs growing on which is uTeleTs to people w ho 
have no cattle. The Tea, perhaps, may compenfate 
for the fterility of the land. A coaft encircled with 
reefs and fhoals, cannot fail of affording a plentiful 
Tupply of fifh. Our botanical party did not complain 
for want of employment. They obferved Teveral 
plants, common to the eaftern and northern iflands; 
and, among other produeftions, difeovered the tree, 
the bark of which, being cafily peeled off, is ufed in 
the Eaft-Indies for caulking of Ihips. The bark is 
Toft, white, and ragged; the wood very hard; the 
leaves long and narrow, in colour, of a pale dead green, 
and in Tmell, a fine aromatic. They found alTo a Tpe 
cies of the pafllon fiow'er, which, we are informed ha.s 
never before been known to grow wild any where but in 
America. Of the land birds, which are very nume¬ 
rous, we Taw' Teveral to us unknown, as a kind of tur¬ 
tle doves, very beautiful, many Tmall birds, and one 
rcTembling a crow, though much Imaller, and its fea¬ 
thers are tinged with blue. We endeavoured, but in 
vain, to obtain the name of the whole ifiand ; but we 
got the names of Teveral diftridls, with thofe of their 
chiefs. Balade was the name of the diftri(ft w'e were 
at, and Tea Booma the chief. Tea is a title prefixed to 
the names of all, or moft of their great men. The 
captain’s friend, by way of diftin<ftion, called him Tea 
Gook. Their canoes arc very clumfy, though Tome- 
what like thofe of the Friendly Ifles. Moft of them 
are double canoes. They are navigated by one or tw o 
lattccn fails. The fail is made of pieces of matting ; 
the ropes of the coarfe filaments of the plantain tree. 
They Tail w'ell, but are not calculated for rowing or 
paddling. They are about thirty feet long, and the deck 
or platform, about twenty-four in length, and ten in 
breadth. In our traffic with thefe people, Tmall nails 
were of little value, nor did they admire beads, look- 
ing-glafTcs, &:c. and even a hatchet was not To valuable 
as a ipike nail. Their women here as w'cll as at Tanna, 
are very chafte, and w^e never heard, that one of our 
people ever obtained the leaft favour from any one of 
them. Indeed their ladies would Tometimes divert 
tliemfelves by going a little afide with our gentlemen, 
as if they meant to be kind, and then would in a mo¬ 
ment run away laughing at them. Thefe people de- 
pofit their dead in the ground. Some of our gentle¬ 
men Taw a grave, rcTembling one of Roman tumuli, in 
which, they were informed lay the remains of a chief, 
flain in battle. Round his grave fpears, darts, and 
j>addles, were ftuck upright in the ground. 

On Tiiefday, the 13th of September, at Tun rife, 
W'e weighed, and ftood for the lame channel we came 
in by. At half paft feven we were in the middle of it, 
when the ifle of Balabea bore W. N. W. As Toon as 
we w'ere clear of the reef, w e bore up along the outTide 
of it, fteering N. W. by W. as it trended. At noon 
the ifland of Balabea bore S. by W. diftant about four 
leagues; and at three o’clock P. M. it bore S. by E. 
half E. From this place the reef inclined to the N. 
and then to N. W. Advancing to N. W. we raifed 
more land. To that Mr. Gilbert was miftaken, and did 
not Tee the ^extremity of the coaft. At five this land 
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bore W. by N. half N. diftant near Teven leagues 
On the 14th, the reef ftill trended N. W. along 
we fleered, with a light breeze, at E. S. E. At noon 
we had loft Tight of Balabea, and at three o’clock, mc 
run by a low' Tandy ifle, the Tpace between which,'and 
the north-w'efternmoft land was ftrewed with fhoals 
At fun-Tet, we could but juft fee the land, w Inch bore 
S. W. by S. about ten leagues diftant. No land was 
Teen to the weftward of this diredion; the reef too 

trended away W. by N. and from the mail-head Teemed 
to terminate in a point; To that every appearance flat¬ 
tered our expedations, and induced us to believe, that 
we fliould Toon get round the Ihoals. On the 15th, fee¬ 
ing neither land nor breakers, we bore away N. W. by 
W. but the flioals ftill continuing, we plied up for a 
clear Tea to the S. E. by doing w'hich, we did but juft 
weather the point of the reef w'c had pafled the prece¬ 
ding evening. render our fltuation the more dan¬ 
gerous, the wind began to fail us j in the afternoon it 
fell a calm; and w'c were left to the mercy of a great 
Tw'ell, Totting diredly for the reef, which was not more 
than a league from us. The pinnace and cutter were 
hoifted out to tow the fliip, but they were of little fer- 
vice. At Teven o’clock, a light air at N. N. E. kept 
her head to the Tea ; and on the 16th, at eleven o’clock 
A. M. we hoifted in the boats, and made Tail to S. E. 
A tide or current had been in our favour all night, and 
was the cauTe (under God) of our getting fo uncxpedcdly 
clear of the Ihoals. ( m Tuefday the 20th, at noon. 
Cape Colnet bore N. 78 deg. W. diflant fix leagues. 
From hence the land extended round by the S. to E. S. 
E. till it was loft in the horizon, and the country ap¬ 
peared variegated with many hills and valleys. Wc 
flood in Ihore till fun-Tet, w hen we were about three 
leagues off. Two Tmall iflots lay diftant from us five 
miles, and others lay between us and the fliorc. The. 
country was mountainous, and had much the Tame af- 
pcdl as about Balade. On the 21 fl, w’C found ourfeJves 
about fix leagues from the coaft. On the 22d, we ftood 
in Tor the land, which at noon extended from N. 78 deg. 
W. to S. 31 deg. half E. round by the S. The coaft, 
in this laft dircdlion. Teemed to trend more to the S. in 
a lofty promontory, which; in honour of the day, was 
named Cape Coronation, in latitude 22 deg. 2 mih. and 
in 167 deg. 7 min. 30 Tec. E. longitude. On the 231!, 
at day-break, a high point appeared in fight, beyond 
the cape, which proved to be the S. E. extremity of 
the coaft, to which wc gave the name of Queen Chat' 
lotte's Foreland. It lies in latitude 22 deg. 16 min. S. 
and in 167 deg. 14 min. E. longitude. At noon, as 
we drew near Cape Coronation, we Taw' in a valley to 
the Touth avail number of elevated objcdls, from whence 
a great deal of Tmoke kept riling all the day. Oipt. 
Cook was of opinion thefe w'crc a fingular Tort of trees, 
being, as he thought, too numerous to refcmble any 
thing clTc. Some low land under the F’orcland w'as en¬ 
tirely covered with them. The wind having veered 
round to the Touth, w'e tacked, and ftood oftj not 
thinking it Tafe to approach the fhore in the dark. 
Wc flood in again at day-break, on the 24th, and at 
noon obferved in latitude 21 deg. 59 min. 30 Tec. Cape 
Coronation bearing w'cft, Toutherly, diftant Teven 
leagues, and the North Foreland Touth, 38 deg. W. 
At Tim-Tet w'c difeovered a low land, lying S. S. E. 
about Teven miles frorri the Foreland, Turroimdcd with 
fhoals and breakers. 

Sunday the 25th, wc ftood to S. S. W. with a view' of 
getting round the Foreland, but as w'e advanced, 
perceived more low ifles, beyond the one already men¬ 
tioned. We therefore flood to the Touth, to look Tor » 
paffage without thefe. We got a light breeze at 7 o'clock, 
which enabled us to fleer out E. S. E. and to Tpend 
the night with leTs anxiety. On the 26th, we flretched 
to the S. E. for an ifland diftant fix leagues j and on the 
27th, wc tacked and ftood to S. W. with the hopes of 
weathering it, but we fell two miles fliort, which obliged 
us to tack about a mile from the caft fide of the ifland, 
the extremes bearing from N. W. by N. to S. W. the 
hill W. and Tome low ifles, lying oft' the S. E. point, S. 
by W. Thefe laft Teemed to Jje conneiftcd with the 
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, breakers. The Ikirts of this iOaad were 
large ^5^” . u\ue elevations before mentioned, which 
covered .ppcarance of tall pines, and therefore 

the captain^ ^ fourteen leagues off. 

hill on the ^ ^ in circuit, in latitude 

Thi? ‘"'i :S!rS. and in ,67dcg.40min E. Having 
i'l deg. 3 - j5ts to weather the ifland before fun-fet, 

iiiadc t"'® ^ ^puccefs than before, we ftretched oft 
with no 28th, at day-break, we found 

tillrnidnig r ^ leagues to windward of the ifte of 
ourfelves by the fouth to 

a ue fiw was ftrewed with fand banks, breakers, 
the . ‘ides. We ranged the outfidc of thele at 
league diftance, and as pafled foinc others 
nearly a leag feemed to form a chain extend- 

’PPf'tfeifles that lie off the Foreland. In the after- 
,ng to th ^ j J.4 w. by W. with a fine gale at eaft, 

"Tavfew ^falling in with the land ; but we difeo- 
vc ed twolow idots. bearing W. by S. They were con- 
Sed by breakers, which feemed to join thofe on our 
ft I . on which account wc found it neceflary to 
M s T to get clear of them all. At three 
o'clock P. M. more breakers appeared, which from the 
maft head were feen to extend as far as eaft-fouth; 
and from the fmoothnefs of the fea, we COTjeflured, 
tt^they might alfo extend to the nordt-caft ; lb that 
wc were in a manner furrounded with them. Having 
made a fliort trip to N. N. E. wc flood again to the 
fouth and again had the alarming fight of a fea full of 
teals, which we could only clear by returning in the 
track we came before. Wc tacked again nearly in tbe 
fame place, and then anchored in a ftrong gale, in a 
bottom of fine fend, having a chain of brciakers to the 
leeward. We fpent the night in nuking fhort boards 
over the known fpacc we had traverfed in the uay; but 
under the uneafy apprehenftons ot l 3 Cing in the moft 
imminent danger. This was very evident on the 29th, 
at day-light, which fticwed our fears >jTrc not ill- 
founded, having had breakers continually under our 
Ice and at a very little diftance from us. The people 
on the forccaftle and Ice gangway, faw breakers under 
the Icc bow, which wc avoided by quickly tacking. 
Wc now kept a good look out, and managed the lliip 
brilkly, but after all the moft prudential endeavours on 
our part, wc muft aferibe glory to God, being fully 
convinced, that we owed our fafety and prcfcrvation,to 
the interpofttion of a Divine Providence. Capt. Cook 
was now inclined to quit this dangerous coaft, but, how¬ 
ever, he rcfolved firft to fee what thofe trees were, 
which had been the fubjed of our fpeculations, and 
concerning which many contrary opinions had been 
maintained. Bcfides, he thought the difeovery might 
be ufcful to future navigators. Being now but a few 
miles diftant from the low iHands lying oft the Foreland, 
mentioned in our journal on the 25th inftant, we bore 
down to that which was ncareft to us. As wc ap¬ 
proached, wc perceived it w^as unconneded with the 
neighbouring Ihoals, and thought we might get to an¬ 
chor under its weft and lee fide. Having hauled there¬ 
fore round the point of the reef, we attempted to ply 
to windward; but another reef to the north, which 
formed a.narrow channel, through which ran a current 
againft us, rendered this attempt fruitlcfs. Wc there¬ 
fore anchored in thirty-nine fathonis water, about a 
mile from the ifland, and having hoifted out the boat, 
fent a party on Ihore, accompanied by the botanifts, 
vho found the trees to be a fort of fpruce pines, very 
proper for fpars, of which wc were very much in want. 
The carpenter and his crew’, after dinner, were fent 
afhore, to cut down fuch trees as would beft anfwer our 
pnrpofc. While this work was doing, Capt. Cook 
took down the bearings of the fevcral circumjacent 
knds, &c. The hill on the iflc of pines bore S. 59 
deg. 30 min. E. the low point of Queen Charlotte’s 
J'oreland north 14 deg. 30 min. W. the high land 
above it, feen over two low iflcs, north, 20 deg. W. and 
the moft advanced point of land to the weft, bore W. 
half a point S. diltant feven leagues. This point the 
oaptain named the Prince of Wales’s f oreland. It lies 


in latitude 22 deg. 29 min. S. and in 166 deg. 57 
min. E. longitude: when firft feen above the horizon, 
by reafon of its height, it looks like an ifland. The 
true diretftion of the coaft from the Foreland to this 
point, had been afeertained from feveral bearings. 

On this fmall llle, which is not quite a mile in cir¬ 
cumference, grew, befidcs the pines, a variety of other 
trees, Ihrubs, and plants j and thefc having fufiiciemly 
employed the botanifts during our flay, on this account 
the captain named the little ifland Botany Iflc. Wc 
faw here fevcral pigeons, doves, and water-fnakes, dif¬ 
ferent from any wc had feen; like wife a hawk of the 
fame kind as our Englifli filhing hawks. A number 
of firc-placcs, and fome remains ot turtle, were figns of 
people having lately vifited this place. In the fand lay 
the wreck of a canoe, cxadly of the fame make as thofe 
wc hud feen at Baladc; and wc now were convinced,, 
that of thefe pines they made their canoes. Some ot 
thefe trees mcafured 20 inches in diameter, were 70 teen 
long, and would have ferved very well for a foreniaft, 
had wc wanted one. As trees of fo large a fizc are 
the produce of fo fmall a fpot, it is rcafonable to fup- 
pofe, that larger ones are the growth of the main. This 
difeovery may be valuable to future navigators; for 
except New Zealand, we know of no ifland in the 
Pacific ocean, where a fhip can be fupplied with a maft 
or yard, were fhe ever fo much diftreffed for want of 
one. This was the opinion of our caipentcr, who was 
both maft-niakcr and fhipwright in Deptford-yard. 
Thefe trees ftioot out their branches fmallcr and fliorter 
than other pines, fo that when wrought for ufe their 
knots difappear. Wc obferved that the largcft had the 
fhorteft branche.s, and were crowned at the top with a 
head like a bulb. The wood is white, clofc grained, 
tough, yet light. Turpentine had oozed out of moft of 
the trees, which the fun had formed into rofin. This 
was found adhering to the trunks, and laying about 
the roots. 'T he feeds arc produced in cones. We found 
here another fmall tree of flirub, of the fpruce fir kind; 
alfo a kind of feurvy-grafs, and a plant which, when 
boiled, cat like fpinnage. The purpofc being an- 
fwered for which we landed on this ifland, the cap¬ 
tain determined not to hazard the ftiip down to lee- 
w.ard, but to try to get to the fouthward of the fhoals. 
'T he extent of this S. W. coaft had been already pretty 
well determined; a more accurate furvey might beat- 
tended with great riik and many dangers; it was too 
late to fet up and employ the frame of the little vcffel 
we had on board, and fhould the Refolution be hemmed 
in, we might by that means lofc the proper fcafon for 
getting to the fouth ; thefe reafons induced the Captain 
to make fome trips fo weather the flioals to the lee¬ 
ward of Botany Iflc. But when this was thought to 

be effedfed, , > >r . 

On Friday the 30th, at three o’clock P. M. it fell 
calm, the fwell, affifted by the current, fet us faft 
towards the breakers, which were yet in fight to the 
S. W. but at ten o’clock a breeze fpringing up, we 
ftecred E. S. E. not venturing farther fouth till day 

light. „ , ^ 

On Saturday Odober the ift, we had a very ftrong 
wind at S. S. W. attended by a great fea, fo that we had 
reafon to rejoice at having got clear of the flioals before 
this gale overtook us. We were now oblig^ to ftrctch 
to the S. E. and at noon were out of fight of land. 

On the 2d, in the afternoon, we had little wind, and 
a great fwell; but at eleven, a frcfli breeze fpringing up, 
wc flood to the fouth. We were now m the latitude 
of 23 deg. 18 min. and in 169 deg. 49 min. E. longitude. 

On the 3d, at eight o’clock A. M. wc had a ftrong 
gale with fqualls from the S. W. and the Captain laid 
afidc all thoughts of returning to the land we had left. 
Nor could fuch an attempt be thought a prudent one, 
when we confidcr, that we had a vaft ocean yet to ex¬ 
plore to the fouth ; that the fhip was already in want 
of neceffiry ftores ; that fummer was approaching very 
faft and that any confidcrablc accident might detain us 

from purfuing the great objedl of this voyage anotlier 

year. Thus ncceffity compelled us to leave a coaft, for 
the firft time, which wc had difeovered, but not fully 

explored. 
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explored. The captain named it New Caledonia, and 
in his opinion, it is next to New Zealand, the largcft 
ifland in the South Pacific Ocean. The extent is 
from latitude 19 deg. 37 min. to 22 deg. 30 min. S. and 
from longitude 163 deg. 37 min. to 167 deg. 14 min. 
E. Jt lies nearly N. W. half W, and S. E. half E. 
and is about 87 leagues long, but its breadth does not 
anywhere exceed 10 leagues. It here mull be noted, 
that in the extent given to this ifland, is included the 
broken or unconneded lands to the N. W. 

On Thurfday the 6th, we continued our courfe to 
New Zealand, with this view we failed S. S. E. having 
a blowing frefh gale, but at noon it fell calm. At this 
time we found ourfelves by obfervation, in latitude 
27 deg. 50 min. S. and in 171 deg. 43 min. E. longi¬ 
tude. During the calm, which continued all this day, 
the carpenters were employed in caulking the decks. 
This was done with varnifh of pine, covered with coral 
fartd, as they had neither pitch, tar, nor rofin left. The 
experiment with refpcdl to the cement, far exceeded 
their expedlations. In the afternoon, two albatroffes 
were flior, which, at this time, wc thought equally good 
as geefe. 

On the 7th a breeze fpning up, and fixed at S. E. 
by S. The day follo\\ ing we had a gentle gale, at¬ 
tended with fine weather. On the 9th we were in 
latitude 28 deg. 25 min. and in 170 deg 26 min. E. 
longitude. In the evening, Mr. Cooper firuck a por- 
poife. It was fix feet long, and a female, called by 
naturalifis the dolphin ofthe ancients, and which differs 
from the common porpoife in the head and jaw, which 
are long and pointed. This had 88 teeth in each jaw. 
It was firfi: foaked in water, then roafted, broiled, 
and fried. To us who had long fubfified on fait meat, 
it was more than palatable; and we thought the haflet, 
and lean flefli, a delicious feafi. 

On the loth we difeovered land, fituated in latitude 
29 deg. 2 min. 30 fee. S. and in 168 deg. 16 min. E. 
longitude. Capt. Cook called it Norfolk Ifland, in 
honour of the Howard family, who have the title of 
the duke of Norfolk. We anchored here in 22 fathoms 
water, on a bank of coral fand, mixed with broken 
Ihells. After dinner, a party of us embarked in two 
boats, and landed on the ifland behind fome large 
rocks. It was uninhabited, and we were undoubtedly 
the firfl: who ever fet foot upon it. Wc obferved many 
trees and plants common to New Zealand, particularly 
the flax plant, which grows very luxuriant here. We 
found in great abundance the fpruce pine trees, firaight 
and tall, and many of them as thick as two men could 
fathom. The foil of this ifland is rich and deep, the 
woods peifcdly clear from underwood, and for about 200 
yards from the Ihorc, the ground is covered with flirubs 
and plants. Wc found here many fea and land fowl, of 
the fame kind as in New Zealand; likewile cabbage- 
palm, wood-forrcl, fow-thifiie, and fiimphire. Thecab- 
bage-trecs were not thicker than a men's leg, and from i o 
to 2ofeethigh. The cabbage, each tree producing but one, 
is at the top, cnclofcd in the ftem. This vegetable is not 
only wholefome, but exceedingly palatable; and fome 
excellent fifli we caught made a luxurious entertainment. 

OnTuefday the nth, we failed from Norfolk Ifland, 
which we weathered, having firctched to S. S. W. 
We found the coafi bounded with rocky cliffs and 
banks of coral fand. On the fouth fide lie two ifles, 
which ferve as roofting and breeding places, for white 
boobies, gulls, tern, &c. A bank pf coral fand and 
fliclls, furrounds the ifle, and extends, efpecially fouth- 
ward, feven leagues off. Our intention at this time 
w as to refrefh the crew, and repair the (hip, in Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound. 

On Monday the 17th, wc had in view mount Eg- 
mont, perpetually covered with fnow, bearing S. E. 
half E. diflant about eight leagues-. The wind now 
blew a frcfli gale, w ith which wc fleered S. S. E. for 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound. Thew'ind at lafl increafed 
in fuch a manner, that we could carry no imvc fail 
than the two courfes, and two clofe-rcefcd topfails: 
under thefc we fleered for Cape Stevens, which w^e 
made at r i o’clock at night. 


On the 18th, we made a trip to the north, and bo 
away for the found. We hauled round Point Jacklo^^ 
at nine A. M. and at ii o’clock anchored before Sh”' 
Cove, the wind and tide not permitting lis to creti!^ 
Capt. Cook, in the afternoon went afhore, and fooked 
for the bottle, with the memorandum, which he left 
when lafl here, but it was taken aw^ay by fome perfon 
or other. The feine was hauled twice and only fouj. 
fifh caught: but feveral birds were fliot, and the nefts 
of fome fhags were robbed of their young ones. 

On the 19th, the fhip was warped ihto the cove 
and moored. The fails were unbent, feveral of them 
having been much damaged in the late gale. Tlie 
main and fore courfes were condemned, and the too, 
marts were ftruck and unrigged. The forge was fet up 
and tents credled on fhore for the reception of a guard 
&c. Plenty of vegetables were gathered for the rcfi-cHu 
ment of the crew, which were boiled every morning 
with oatrhcal and portablcj broth for breakfafl. From 
fome circumflances, as cutting dowm trees with faws 
and axes, and a place found w here an obfervatory had 
been fee up in our abfcnce, w'e had no doubt but the 
Adventure had been in this cove fince w^e left it. 

On the 20th our men began to caulk the fliip's Tides 
and on Saturday the 22d, the captain accompanied by 
the botanifls went to viflt our gardens in Motuara, 
which we found had been wholly neglcdled by thofeof 
the natives to whom we had given them in charge; nor 
had any care or cultivation been beflow'ed on them. 
Nevcrthclcfs, the foil feemed to agree well with the 
plants, for many of them were in a flourifliing con¬ 
dition. Not having hitherto feen any of the natives, 
we made a fire on the land, hoping this would induce 
them to come down to us. 

On the 24Eh, wc faw two canoes coming down the 
found, which, w hen the fliip was feen by the people, 
retired behind a point on the weft-fide. After break- 
fart we w^ent in fearch of them, and having fired at 
feveral birds, the report of our pieces gave notice of our 
being near, and they difeovered themfclvcs by halloo¬ 
ing to us in Shag Cove; but when w^c landed, and drew 
near to their habitations, they all fled, except tw o or three 
men, who maintained their ground, with their w^capons 
in their hands. The moment we landed they knew us, 
and their fears fublided. Thofe who had fled returned 
from the woods, embraced us over and over again, and 
cxprefTed their joy at feeing us, by jumping and 
dancing in a frantic manner; but the men would not 
fuffer fome women we faw at a dirtance to come near 
us. We made them prefents of hatchets and knives, 
and in return they gave us a quantity of fifli they had 
jurt caught. The next morning they brought us more 
fifh, which they bartered for Ocaheitean.cloth. Weafked 
them on w hat account they were afraid of us, and alfo 
what was become of our old friends ? lb thefe queflions 
we got no fatisfaclory anfwers; but they talked much 
about killing, which w^as varioufly underftood by us. 

On Wednefday the 26th, fome ofthe natives w'cntto 
the tents, and told our people, that a fliip like ours 
had lately been loft, that fome of the men landed at 
Vanna Aroa, near Terrawhitte, on the other fide the 
ftrait; that a d ifpute happened betw’cen them and the 
natives; that feveral of the latter were fliot; and that 
the natives got the ettcr of them when they could 
fire no longer, and both killed and ate them. One of 
the rclatcrs of this rtrange talc, faid it w'as 20 or 30 
days ago; but another faid it w'as two moons finer, 
and deferibed, as well as he could, in what manner the 
fhip was beat to pieces. The following day they told the 
fame ftory to others, which made the captain, and in¬ 
deed all of us, very iineafy about the Adventure, but 
w hen the captain enquired himfcif, and endeavoured to 
coroc at the truth of thefc reports, the very people who 
railed them, denied every fyllableof what they hadf^i^i 
and feemed wholly ignorant of the matter,* fo that wc 
began to think the whole relation had reference only to 
their own people and boats. On the 28th, we a^in 
w’ent on fhore, but found no appearance of the hogs and 
fowls we had left behind. Having been a fliooting to 
the weft: bay, in our return >?e got fome fifli from 
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• o few tririing prefents. As we came back, 

natives loi ^ a pig iqiieak m ( 

fomcof this dav a good many wild fo\u ; 

the wooos- . ^ On the 31ft. it was fomewhat rc- 

‘“’‘^Scttoall the natives left us. 

markable tn ^ ^ November, we were vifited by a 
^hrfofftrangers, who came from up the found. '1 he 
article of trade they brought with them was 
^"'’''Ce fome of which were the laigeft pieccs^wc 
green ftone ^ feen 

^^^rKmanizing party, which vve difeovered to be the 
^^rhat apt. h'urneaux left behind him. Suppofing 
fame th P carried over to Long in.-ind a fow, 

buTfeeini-our miftakc, we brought her back. This 
!>“-Sltbrded us fome hopes, that this ifiand in time 
n te flocked with fuch ufcfut animals. Lieutenant 
FmkerfXvas told the flime floi7 by one of the na- 
• rpc nf a fl^ip having been loft, but the man dc 
dared, though many people were killed, it was not 
Krfhpm On the 5th, we obtained a fcafonable and 
ffilfupply of filh from our old friends. Early m 
Ae morning^ Capt. Cook, accompanied Ij Mr Sparr- 
man and the MefTrs. Forfters, embarked m the pm- 
mce, and proceeded up the found, in order to difcover 
a paflage that way out to Tea by the S. L. Wc were 
metbyTomefilhermen, who all declared, there was no 
nalTafre by the head of the found ; and foon after four 
men°in a canoe concurred in the fame opinion, con¬ 
firming what the others had fiiid, but they gave us to 
underftand, that there was fuch a paflage to the eaft. 
We therefore laid alide our firft defign of going to the 
head of the found, and proceeded to this arm of the 
fea on the S. E. fide, which is about five leagues above 
the ille of Mortuara. Within the entrance, at a place 
called Kotieghenooee, we came to a large fettlemcnt ot 
the natives. Their chief, Tringo-bohcc, and fome of 
his attendants had lately been on board the fhip, by 
whom we were received with great civility; and • thcle 
people encouraged us to purfuc the objcdl: wc had m 
view. We therefore continued our courfe down this 
arm of the fea, E. N. E. and E. by N. having a view 
of feveral fine coves, which we palfcd, and at Icn^h 
we found it open, by a channel about a mile wide, 
into the ftrait. A ftrong tide ran out, and we had ob- 
ferved another fetting down the arm. Near four o clodc 
P. M. this tide ceafed, and was fucceeded by the flood. 
The outlet lies S. E. by E. and N. W. by W. from 
Terrawhitte. A little within the entrance, we found 
thirteen fathoms water; but, from its lituation, it 
feemed neceflary to have a trading wind either to go 
in or out of this channel; but having determined to 
return on board before night, we had not time to make 
other neceflary obfervations. Wc faw a Hippah, or 
llrong hold, about two miles within the entranc^r, built 
on the north fide, which we omitted vifiting, though 
the inhabitants made figns for us to come on ihore; bu^ 
without paying any regard to them, we made the befl 
of our way for the fliip, and returned on board about 
ten o’clock, bringing with us a few filh and birds; 
among which lafl were fome ducks we had fhot, of the 
fame kind as thofe in Dufky Bay. The natives knew 
thefe, and feveral other foris, by the drawings, and had 
a particular name for each. 

On Sunday, the 6th, our old friends returned, ana 


rook up their aboile near the tents. An old man, named 
Pedero, made Capt. Cook a prefent of a ftalt ol ho¬ 
nour, fuch as the chiefs carry; and, m return. tlK cap¬ 
tain drclfed him up ina fuitofoldcloaths,which made 
him very happy. He had a fine perfon, and his co¬ 
lour only diflinguidied him from an KiuopMn. VVe 
cnquiied of hirti and his companion, if the Adventute 
had been there during our abfcnce ; and they pvc us 
to underftand. that flic arrived a little time after our 
departure; that flic ftaid about twenty day.s, and had 
bee^neoneten moons; and that neither flie, nor any 
other fliip. had been ilrandcd on the coaft. This ac¬ 
count made us eafy relpecling the Adventure, but did 
not wholly remove our fufpicions of fome. misfortune; 
having happened to ftrangert. This day we went, 
with a number of hands, m order to catch the fow 
and put her to boar, but we returned without feeing 
her Pedero dined with us, partook heartily of every 
thinff fet before him, and drank mote wipe than ^ny 
one at table, without being in the leaft intoxicated. 
On the 8th, wc put a boar, a fow, and two pigs on 
more, near Cannibal Cove; fo that we hope a our 
repeated endeavours to flock this country will not 
prove fruitlefs. We found a hen’s egg a few days ago. 
knd theicforc believe, that fome of the cocks and hens 
we left here arc ftUl in being. On the 9th, wc un¬ 
moored, and fliifced our flation farther out the cove, 
for the more ready getting to fea; 
caulkers had not fmilhcd the fides of the fliip; and wc 
could not fail till this work was completed. Our 
friends brought us a large fupply ot tifli, and, re¬ 
turn wc gave Pedero a large empty oil jar. with which 
he feemed highly delighted. We never faw anyofoiir 
prefents after they received them, and cannot lay whe¬ 
ther they gave them aw.ay, or what they did with them ; 
but we obferved, every time wc vifited them, they were 
as much in want of hatchets, nails, 8tc. as it 
not beftowed any upon them. Notwithftandmg thefe 
people are cannibals, they are of a good difpofition. 
Ld have not a little humanity. \Ve liave bcfoic ob¬ 
ferved the inconvcniencics attending them for a want 
of union among thenifelvcs; and we are perfuaded 
I though upon the whole very numerous, they are under 
no form of government. The head of each tribe, or 
family, is refpecled ; refpea may command obedience : 
but we are inclined to think, not one among them has 
either a right or power to enforce it. Very few- we ob¬ 
ferved paid any regard to the words or adlions of 
Tringi-tohee, though he was reprefented to us as a 
chiefof fome note® In the afternoon we went into 
one of the coves; where, upon landing, we found two 
families employed in different manners: fome were 
making mats, others were flecping; fome were ^“^"8 
fifla and roots; and one girl w-as employed m heating 
ftones, which flae took out of the fire as foon as they 
were hot, and gave them to an old 
in the hut. The old woman placed them one upon 
another, laid over them fome green cellery, and over 
aft a coarferaat: ffae then Iquatted herfclf down on 
Ae top of the heap, and fat very clofe. Probably th.s 
deration might be intended as a-cure for fome difor- 
dcr to be eficted by the fleams arifing from the green 
cellery. perceived the woman feemed very 

flcklv. 
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five leagues, and then fleered S. S. E. half E. On the 
11 th, at feven o’clock P. M. Cape Pallifer bore N. 
half W. diftant lixtecn leagues, from which Cape, for 
the third time, we took our departure. We now (leered 
S. by E. in order to get into the latitude of 54 or 55 
deg. Capt. Cook’s intention being to crofs this vaft 
ofcan in thefe parallels, hoping by this courfe to pafs 
over thofe parts, which, the preceding fummer, were 
left unexplored. On the 12th, A. M. we were in la¬ 
titude 43 deg. 13 min. 30 fee. S. and in 176 deg. 41 
min.E. longitude, whenwefaw an uncommon (ifhpf the 
whale kind; and, in the afternoon, the Pintado Pe- 
terels began to appear. On the r3th, at feven in the 
evening, we hauled up towards a fog bank, which we 
took for land; after which we (leered S. E. by S. 
and faw a feal. At noon, by obfervation, we found 
our latitude to be 44 deg. 25 min. S. longitude 177 
deg. 31 min. E. On the 14th, we faw another feal in 
latitude 45 deg. 54 min. and 179 deg. 29 min. E. long. 
Onthei5th,havingpa(rcd thegreat meridian of iSodeg. 
E. w’hich divides the globe into two equal parts, we be¬ 
gan to reckon our longitude wed of Greenwich. At 
noon our latitude obferved was 49 deg. 33 min. longi¬ 
tude 175 deg. 31 min. W. • On Thurfday the 17th, we 
faw a feal, fome penguins, and pieces of fea weed. 
On the 19th w'cwcre in latitude 53 deg. 43 min. and on 
the 20th, at noon, in latitude 54 deg. 8 min. longi¬ 
tude 162 deg. 18 min. W, Monday, the 2id, we 
deered S. E. by S. and at noon w'c faw abundance of 
blue pctercls, in latitude 55 deg. 31 min. longitude 160 
deg. 29 min. On the 22d^ at noon our latitude by ob¬ 
fervation was 55 deg. 48 min. longitude 156 deg. 56 
min. W. In the afternoon, having a light breeze at S.S. 
E. we deered ead, northerly; and, in the night, was 4 
faint appearance of the Aurora Audralis, On the 
23d, we v/cre in latitude 55 deg. 46 min. S. longitude 
156 deg. 13 min. W. when a irefli gale blew from the 
ved, and we deered now E. half N. On the 26ch, we 
were in latitude 55 deg. 8 min. S. and in 148 deg. 10 
min. W. longitude. 

On Sunday, the 27th, we deered cad, having a 
dcady frcfli gale; and at noon, were in latitude 55 
deg. 6 min. S. and in 138 deg. 56 min. VV. longitude. 
In this parallel, not a hope remained of finding any 
more land in the fouthern PacificOcean. Werefolvcd 
therefore to deer for the wed entrance of the draights 
of Maghclian, with.a view of coading the fouth (idc 
of 7 ‘erra del Fuego, round Cape Horn, to the Strait 
Le Mai re. We thought this track might be an ad¬ 
vantage to navigation and geography, as the world is 
little acquainted with that (hore. In the afternoon we 
had fqually weather, which carried away our top-gal¬ 
lant mad. On the 28th A. M. the bolt rope of the 
main top-fail broke, whereby the fail was fplit. The 
ropes, to our fquare fails efpccially, are not of a fize and 
drength fuflBcient to wear out the canvafs. At noon we 
were in latitude 55 deg. 20 deg. S. and in 134 deg. 

16 min. W. longitude. On the 29th, the wind abated ; ■ 
and on the 30th, at 8 o’clock P. M. the wind veering 
to N. E. we tacked, and dood to E. S. E. We were 
now :n latitude 55 deg. 22 min. S. and in 128 deg. 45 
min. W. longitude. Several albatrolTcs and peterels 
were feen. 

On I'hurfday, the id of December, at 3 o’clock 
P. M. it fell a calm, but at about (even, we got a wind 
at S. E. with which we dood N. E. On the 5th, a fine 
gale at fouth, enabled us to deer cad, with very little 
deviation to the north ; and the wind now altering to 
S. W. and blowing a dcady gale, we continued to deer 
tad, inclining a little to fouth. At lix o’clock in the 
evening, we w ere in latitude 53 deg. 8 min. and in 115 
deg. 58 min. W. longitude. On the 6th, we had fome 
fnow (howers ; and on Wednefday, the 7th, a fine plea- 
fant gale, with (howers of rain. On the 9th, at noon, 
we found ourfclves by obfervation, in latitude 53 deg. 

37 min. and in 103 deg. 44 min. wed longitude. The 
wind veered now^ to N. E. and afterwards came infen- 
iibly round to the fouth by the E. and S. E. On the 
joth we pafled a fmall bed of fea weed, in latitude 54 
deg.longitude 102 deg. 7 mtn. W. On the nth, wc 


deered E. half a point N. and on the r2th atii-' 

the evening, we were in latitude 53 deg. 35 niin U 
gitude Qi deg. 52 mm. W. Many and various forr^f 
albatrolles were hovering about the diip. Mond ^ 
the 12th, W'C had a calm w.hich continued till 
night, when a breeze from the fouth fixing at weft 
deered cad. On the i^-th, in the morning, we found 
the variation of the compafs to be 13 deg. 25 min F 
in latitude 53 deg. 25 min. longitude 87 deg 53 
W. which increaled in fucha manner, that on tile'll 'th 
in the latitude of 53 deg. 30 niin. longitude 82 deg.\o 
min. W. it was 170 E. This day wc faw' a penguin- 
and on the i6th, a feal, and fome diving pcterch\ Oa 
Saturday the 17th, the variation increafed to 21 deg 
38 min. being in latitude 53 deg. 16 min. S. andt 
75 deg. 9 min. wed longitude. All this day we ftected 
ead by north, and ead half north, under all the faijj 
we could carry, in hopes of feeing the land before 
night; but not making it till ten o'clock, w-e ftecred 
ead, in order to make fur& of falling in with Cape De- 
feada. At midnight we made the land, extending from.V 
E. by N. to E. by S. about lix leagues d idant; upon fecin® 
which we brought to with th.e diip’s head to the fouth^ 
Having founded, W'c found feventy-five fathoms water* 
the bottom good. The land before us we concluded 
to be the w'cd coad of Terra del Fuego, near the weft 
entrance of the draights of Maghellan. This being 
the fird run madcEy Capt. Cook in a high fouthern la- 
titude, wc have been very particular in noting all the 
material circumdanccs we could collcdl together. In 
this courfe the weather had been neither unufually 
dormy, nor cold. Before we arrived in the latitude 
of 50 deg. the mercury in the thermometer fell gradu- 
ally’from fixty to fifty ; and in the latitude of 55 deg. 
it was generally between forty-feven and forty-five; 
once or twice it fell to forty-three. Thefe oterva- 
tions were made at noon. We had now entirely left 
the fouthern Pacific Ocean, and we trud the world 
will give our captain fome credit for having well ex¬ 
plored the fame; nor could, in our opinion, more have 
been done towards obtaining tliat end, in one voyage, 
than has been cfFeifled in this. We mud not omit to 
obferve, thuc foon after we left New Zealand, Mr. 
Wales contrived, and fixed up an indnimenr, which 
meafured w'ith great accuracy, the angle the (hip rolled 
in, when failing large, and in a great fea ; and that in 
which flic lay down, or heeled, when failing upon a 
wind. The greated angle he obferved the Relblution 
to roll, the fea at the time not being unulually high, 
was 3 8 deg. 

On Sunday, the 18th, we made fail, and dccrcd S. 
E. by E. along the coad. Near a league from the 
main is a high ragged ifle, which we called Lindl’all. 
At four o’clock A. M. we were N. and S. of the high 
land of Cape Defeada, didant nine leagues; but faw 
none of the low rocks (aid to lie off it. This cape lies 
iri latitude 53 deg. S. and in 74 deg. 40 min. W. lon¬ 
gitude. We continued to range the coad, and at eleven 
o’clock, wc pafled a projcvding point, having a round 
furfacc, and of confidcrable height, to which wegave 
the name of Cape Glouceder. It has the appearance 
of an ifland^ and is fituated S. $. E. half E. leventeen 
leagues from the ifle of Landfall. Between thefe the 
coad forms two bays, drewed with rocky iflots, rocks, 
and breakers. The coad appeared unconnedled, as il 
formed of a number of iflands. The land is very 
mountainous, rocky, and barren, but in fome places, 
covered with tufts of wood, and patches of fnow. hto”' 
Cape Glouceder, the dircdliion of the coad is nearly 
S. E, but to Cape Noir, for which we deered, the 
courfe is S. S. E, At noon Cape Glouceder bore north, 
didant eight miles, and the mo(l advanced point or 
land bore S. E. by S. didant feven leagues. At three 
o'clock we paflTcd Cape Noir, fituated in latitude 
t^cg. 30 min. S. and in 73 deg. 33 min. W. longitude. 
W hen at a didance, the land of the cape appeared to 
be an ifland disjoined, but upon a nearer apfioach 
found it connc&ed by a low neck of land. Tw'O rocks 
lie at the point of the Cape, the one pointed like a 
fugar-lpaf, the other not fo high, with a rounder fuf' 

face; 
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■ ~A ruoleaeues from the Cape arc two rocky 

jii-c; and pairing thcfe laft, wc crofled the 

Jf S: Barbara, ftcering E. S. E. The land 
Kntfom of it, which we juft perceived, could not 
“"I’r^than feven leagues off. We obferved a fpace, 
!>= '^^teeftinf E.^- E. from Cape Noir, where not 
‘“'^!nd was to be feen ; this may be the channel of 
cj'^'i^rbara, which opens into the ftraights of Maghcl. 
?n as mentioned by Frazier; with whofc dcfcription 
1 found the cape to agree very well. _ , . „ 

On the lOth, at two o'clock A. M. paffed the S. 

t; ^int of the bav of St. Barbara, which the Captain 
1 ^ Cape Dcfolation, on account of the country near 
> beinn the molt defolate and barren that ever was 
L, ft lies in latitude u deg. 55 mm. S. and m 72 
L' 12 min. W. longitude. To the caft of the Cape 
about four leagues, and at the mouth of a deep mlet, 
j, a pretty large ifiand, and fome others lets confidera- 
blc/In latitude 55 deg. 20 min. S. wc were three 
leagues from an idand, which Capt. Cook named Gil- 
bert Ille, after his maftcr. Its lurface is compofed of 
fcveral unequal peaked rocks, nearly of the fame height 
vith thercfl of the coaft. S. E. of this iflc are breakers, 
and fome fmallcr iilands. Scarcely any profiled can 
appear with a more barren and favage afped, than the 
whole of this country; which is compofed of rocky 
mountains, without a finglc trace of vegetation to en¬ 
liven or vary the feene. The mountains of the coaft: 
terminate in horrible precipices, whofe craggy fummits 
tower to a vaft height; and thofe that are inland arc 
covered with fnow; but the former are not. I’he firfl: 
wc Judged to belong to the main of Terra dclFuego, 
and thclall to be iflands, which to appearance formed a 
coaft. Having made a Ihort trip to the fouth, we Hood 
in for land, the neareft point of which in fight, bore 
eaftten leagues. It is a lofty promontory, E. S. E. 
from Gilbert Ifle, in latitude 55 deg. 26 min. S. and 
in 70 deg. 25 min. W. longitude. From our prefent 
point of view’, it terminated in tw’o high towers, and 
within them, a hill Hiaped like a fugar loaf. To this 
rock wc gave the name of York Minfter. To the w-eft- 
ward of this head land, about two leagues, we difeovered 
a large inlet, the weft point of which w^e fetched in wdth; 
and tacked in 41 fathoms water, not more than half a 
league from the fhorc. To the weftward of this inlet 
we law another, with feveral iflands at its entrance. 

On Tuefday the 20th, wc perceived the fliip to drive 
olf the fhore out to fea; which w^e attributed to a cur¬ 
rent ; for by the melting of the fnow, the inland waters 
will occafion a ftream to run out of moft of thefc in¬ 
lets. In the evening, a breeze fpringing up at E. by S. 
weftood in for the land, being defirous of entering one 
of the many ports, in order to take a view of the coun- 
tr)',and to recruit our ftock of wood and water. In 
Handing in for an opening, apparently on the eaft fide 
of^ork Minfter, we founded in 40 and 60 fathoms 
water. Qur laft foundings were nearly between 
the two points that form the entrance to the inlet, 
which wc obferved to branch out into two arms. We 
flood for that to the caft, as being clear of iflots; but 
upon founding, found no bottom with a line of an 120 
fathoms. In this difagrccablc fituation a breeze fpring- 
ingup, our captain rcfolved to (land up the inlet; but 
^'‘ght approaching, our fafety depended on calling 
suchor, wc therefore continued founding, but always, to 
Gur mortification, in an unfathomable depth. Wc 
j)ow hauled up under the caft-fide of the land, and 
eemg a fmall cove, fent the boat a-hcad to found, 
while wc kept with the fliip as near the fhore as pof- 
The boat foon returned with the information 
^ thought ourfclvcs happy, w hen 
c had anchored in 20 fathoms, in a bottom of fand 
^J^^broken (hells. 

iook^f a party was fent out with two boats, to 

abo’ u ^ fecure ftation. They found a cove 
P^int under which the fhip lay, in which was 
flon'^^ 1 ?^ good anchorage. At tlic head of it was a 
of ^ valley covered with wood, and a ftream 

’ convcnicncies more favourable than w-e 
^xpeift would be found in fuch a place. Here 
3 


alfothey (hot three geefe out of four. Orders wert now 
difpatched by Lieut. CIcrke to remove the fliip into 
this place, and we proceeded with Capt. Cook in the 
other boat, farther up the inlet. We now difeovefed, 
that the land we were under, which disjoined the two 
arms, as mentioned before, was an ifland, at the north 
end of w hich the tw o channels united. We returned on 
board, and found every thing in readincTs to weigh; 
which was done, and all the boats fent out to tow the 
fliip round the point; but a light breeze (pringing up, 
we were obliged to drop the anchor again, lc(^ the fliip 
fliould fall upon the point. However, wc foon after 
got round thft under our ftay-fails, and anchored in 
20 fathoms water. Wc were now' fliut in from the 
fea by the point above-mentioned, which was in one 
with the extremity of the inlet to the eaft. Our dif- 
tance from fliore was not more than a third of a mile; 
and iflots oif the next point above us, covered the fliip 
from the N. W. from which quarter the wind had the 
greateft force. All hands were immediately employed: 
(bme to clear a place to fill water; fonie to cut wood, 
and others to pitch a tent, for the reception of a 
guard, and Mr. Wales could find no better ftation for 
his obfervatory than the top of a rock, not exceeding 
nine feet over. 

On Thurfday the 22d, two parties were fent out, 
one to examine and draw a fketch of the channel, on 
the other (ide of the ifland, and the Captain, attended 
by the botanifts, to furvey the northern fide of the 
found. In our way to this latter place, wc landed on 
the point of a low iflc covered with herbage, fcveral 
fpots of which had been lately burnt; thcfe, with a hut 
we difeovered, wcrefigns that people were in the neigh¬ 
bourhood. From hence wc proceeded round the caft 
end of Burnt Ifland, over to what we fuppofed to be the 
main landof Fcrra del Fuego, where we difeovered a 
fine harbour, furrounded by high rocks, dov\ n which 
glided many purling rtreams, and at their feet were 
fome tufts of trees, very fit for fuel. Capt. Cook 
named this harbour theDevil’s Bafon. 1 1 is divided into 
two parts, an inner and an outer one; and the com- 
n\ynication between them is by a narrow channel live 
fathoms deep. Wc found at one time 17 in the outer 
bafon, and 23 in the inner one. This laft is (haded 
from the fun in his meridian fpicndor, and, though 
very fecure, is intolerably gloomy. The outer harbour 
has not lb much of this inconvenience, is equally fafe, 
and rather more commodious. It lies about a mile 
diftant from the call: end of Burnt Ifland, in the direc¬ 
tion north. We difeovered other harbours to the weft 
of this, and found wood for fuel, and frefh water, in 
or near them all. Before one was a ftream of freth 
water, which came out of a large lake, continually fiip- 
plicd by a falling cafeade. The whole country is a 
barren rock, except the fire wood which grows here, 
and w'hat we faw of it affords no other vcgcration of 
any kind. But to compenfate for this dreary fccne of 
fterility, about the fea coaft, the all-bountiful God of 
nature has fcattcrcd many large and fmall, but fruitful 
low iflands, the foil of which is a black rotten turf, 
compofed of decayed vegetables. On one of thefe wc 
faw feveral huts that had lately been inhabited. Near 
them was a good deal of celery; we put as much as 
wc could conveniently (low in our boat, and at feven 
o’clock in the evening we returned on board. Dwring 
our abfence a fatal accident hatf befallen one of our 
marines, who had not been feen fince 11 o’clock the 
preceding night. We fuppofed he had fallen over¬ 
board, and was drowned. In this excurfion wc fliot 
only one duck, three (hags, and about the fame number 
of rails or lea-pies. The other party, among whom 
were Lieutenants CIcrke and Pickcrfgill, returned on 
board fome hours before us. On the weft-fidc of the 
other channel, they difeovered a large harbour and one 
fmallcr, of both which they took (ketches. 

On the 23d, Lieut. Pickcrfgill went out to examine 
the caft fide of the found, while the Captain proceeded 
in the pinnace to the weft-fide, with a view of going 
round the ifland under which the (hip lay, which he 
called Shag I Hand ; and in order tp take a furvey of 
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the paflage leading to the harbours our two lieutenants 
had difeovered the day before. If coming from fea, 
it is neceffary to leave all the rocks and iflands, lying off 
and within York Minllcr, on the larboard-fide, and the 
black rock, oft* the fouth-end of Shag Ifland, on the 
ftarboard. When abreaft of the fouth-end of that 
ifland, we hauled over for the weft ftiore, taking care 
to avoid the beds of weeds, indications of rocks, fome 
of which were 12 fathoms underwater; but \ve thought 
it the fafeft way always to keep clear of them. I'he 
entrance into the large harbour, which we called Port 
Clerk, is to the north of fome low rocks, lying otf a 
point on Shag Ifland. This harbour lies in W. by S. 
a mile and a half. It hath wood and frefh water, and 
from 12 to 24 fathoms deep. To the fouthward of 
Port Clerk, feemed to be another harbour, formed by a 
large ifland ; without this, between it and York Minfter, 
the whole fea appeared ftrewed with iflots, rocks, and 
breakers. At the fouth end of Shag Ifland the fhags 
breed in vaft numbers, in the cliffs of the rocks. We 
fliot fome of the old ones, but could not come at the 
young ones, w'hjch are by much the beft eating,. We 
I ike wife brought dow^n three wild geefe, a ttiluable acqui- 
fition at this time. We returned and got on board at 
feven o’clock in the evening. Mn Pickerfgill, who had 
juft before arrived, informed us, that the land oppofite 
to our ftation is an ifland; that on another, more to 
the north, he found many terns eggs; and in a cove 
between that and the Eaft Head, he had fhot onegoofe, 
and got fome young goflings. 

On Saturday the 24th, two fporting parties went over 
one of the N. E. fide of the ifland above mentioned, 
which was named Goofe Ifland; and the other, accom¬ 
panied by Capt. Cook, went by the S. W. fide. When 
under the ifland w’c had plenty of fport, having fhot 
as many geefe as ferved for a Chriftmas meal for our 
men, which proved much more agreeable to them than 
fait beef and pork. Wc all returned heartily tired, by 
climbing over the rocks, when we had landed, in pur- 
fuit of our game. In the fouth of the ifland were 
abundance of geefe, it being their moulting feafon, 
when moft of them come on fliore, and arc not dif- 
pofed to fly. Our party got lixty-two, and Mr. Pickerf¬ 
gill, with his alfociates fourteen. Plenty of fliags were 
feen in the cove, but we proceeded without fpending 
time or fhot upon them. We were informed by our 
people, on board, that a number of natives, in nine 
canoes, had been along-fide, and fome of them in the 
fliip: they feemed well acquainted with Europeans, and 
had fcvcral of their knives: among them. 

On the 25th, being Chriftmas-day, we had another 
vifit from them. They appeared to be of the fame 
nation, we had formerly feen in Succefs Bay; and which 
M. de Bougainville calls Pccharas, becaufc they con¬ 
tinually ufed this word. They are a diminutive, ugly, 
half-ftafved, beardlefs race; almoft naked, being only 
llijhtly covered with a feal-flvinor tw-o joined together, 
fo as to make a cloak, w liich reached to their knees; 
but the greateft part of them had but one fkin, w hich 
fcarcely covered their ihoulders, and all their lower 
parts were quite naked, 'fhe women are clothed no 
better than the men, except that they cover their naked- 
nefs with a feal-fkin flap. I'hcy are inured from their 
infancy to cold and hardfhips, for we faw tw’o young 
children at the breaft entirely naked. They remained 
all the time in their canoes, having their bows and ar¬ 
row's with them, and harpoons, made of bone, with 
which we imagined, they ftrike and kill fifli. Both 
they and their cloaths fmelt moft intolerably of train 
oil. We threw' them fome bifeuit, but they feemed 
much better pleafed with our prefents of medals, knives, 
&c. Their canoes w'ere made of bark, and on each 
of them was a fire. They had alfo large feal hides, 
which may ferve as Covering to their huts, on fliore, in 
foul weather. They all departed before dinner, nor did 
wc believe, any one invited them to partake of our 
Chriftmas cheer, W'hich confifted of geefe, roaft and 
boiled, goofe-pye, &c. a treat little known to us; and 
which was heightened by Madeira w'iue, the* only article 
of our provifions that was mended by keeping. Per- 
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haps our friends in England did W celebrate Chfiif 
mas more chcarfully than w'c did ; and, with fuch f 
it would have been a real difappointment, to haveirt 
our appetites fpoiled, by thedirty perfons fifthofc fihH' 
people, and by the ftench they always carricil aboJ 
them. We called this place Chriftmas Sound, in hb- 
nour of the day, and the joyful fefti val wc had celebrated 
here. On the 26th, wc were again vifltcd by fonicof 
the natives, and as it was very cold in the cvenintr^aiid 
they ftood ftiivering on the deck, the Captain froJn ah 
impulfc of humanity, gave them fome old canvas and 
baize for covering. 

On Tuefday the 27th, every tiling on fliore was or^ 
dcred onboard. The weather being fine and pieafant 
a party of us went round by the fouth fide of Goofe 
Ifland. and picked up 31 of thefc kind of birds. On 
the caft.fide of the ifland, to the north ofthe eaft point 
is a good place for fliips to lay in that arc bound for 
the weft. When we rettimcd on board, wc found all 
the work done, and the launch in, fo that we now 
only waited for a fair wind tp put to fca. The entrance 
of Chriftmas Sound, w hich we cxpcclcd foon to leave 
is three leagues wdde, and fituated in latitude 55 dw 
27 min. S. and in 70 deg. 16.min. W. longitude; m 
the direction of north 37 deg. W. from St. Ildefonfo 
Iflcs, diftant 10 leagues. We think thefe ifles to be the 
beft land mark for finding the found. It is advifcable 
for no one to anchor very near the fliore, for ivegene¬ 
rally found there a rocky bottom. The refi-eflirnents to 
be procured at this place are wild fowl, very good 
celery, and plenty of mufcles, not large, bur well tailed. 
The geefe arefmaller than our Englifli fame ones, but 
eat as w'ell as the beft of them. The gander is all 
white; the female fpotted with black and white, with 
a large white fpoc on each wing. Here is alfo a kind 
of duck, which our people called the race-horfe, on 
account of its fwiftnefs on the water, for the wings be¬ 
ing too fliort to fupport the body in the air, it cannot 
fly. We believe, from certain circumftances, the peo¬ 
ple do not live here throughout tlie whole ofthe winter- 
feafon, but retire to parts where the weather is Icfs 
fevere. To appearance, they are the moft wretched of 
all the natives wc have feen. They live in an inhofpi- 
table clime, and do not feem to have fagacity enough 
to provide themfelves w’ith the comforts of life, parti¬ 
cularly in the article of cloathing. Barren as this coun¬ 
try is, our botanifts found therein many unknown plants. 
In the w'oods is the tree which produceth the winter’s 
bark; alfo the holly-leaved barberry; and plenty of 
berries, w hich we called cranberry / with many other 
forts common in thefe ftraits. 

On Wednefday the 28th, w'c failed from this found, 
with a light breeze at N. W. At noon Point Nativity, 
being the eaft part of the found, bore N. half W. dif 
tant one league and a half. We ftcered S. E. by E 
and E. S. E. till four o’clock, P. M. when w^e hauled to 
the fouth, for the fake of a nearer view of St. Ildefonfo. 
The coaft appeared indented as ufual, and at this tinie 
wc were abreaft of an inlet lying E. S. E. At the well 
point of this are two high peaked hills, and below them, 
to the eaft, two round ones, or fmall ifles, in the direc¬ 
tion of N. E. and S. W. from each other. At half pall 
five o’clock, we had a good fight of Ildefonfo 
Thefe are fituated about fix leagues from the 
latitude 55 deg. 53 min. S. and in 69 deg. 41 iniO'^' 
longitude. Wc now* refumed and continued ourcounc 
to the eaft. At fun-fet the neareft land bore S. E hy .y 
three fourths E. and the weft point ofNaftau Bay, du- 
covered by Admiral Hcrmite in 1624, bore north 
deg. E. fix leagues diftant. This point, in fome charti, 
is called Falfe Cape Horn, as being the fouthern 
of Terra del Fuego. It lies in latitude 5 5 deg. 

S. From the above mentioned inlet to this kiife cape, 
the diregion of the coaft is ncai'ly E. hall a point 
diftant 14 or 15 leagues. 

On the 29th, at three o’clock A. M. we ftcered E -• 
by S. at four Cape Horn, for which we now 
bore E. by S. at a diftance it is know'n by a round 
hill over it; and though to the W. N. W. there 
point not unlike this, yet their fituations will 
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At 

the 


'"'TTZntxo diftihguifh the one from the other. 

h'lf'Sfevcn we Acd this cape and entered 
half palt ( 5 ccan. Two peaked rocks are on 

S^W^deof the cape, refembling fugar loaves; 

^‘u ftrap-fflintr rocks to the weft, and one 

r"“h^nt From^Chrifl-mas Sound to this Cape, the 
i- E S E. one fourth E. diftant 31 leagues. 
Tte rocky point three leagues from Cape Horn, m the 
T-^Inn E N. E. we called Mi.ftaken Cape. It is 

fh fouthern point of the eaftemmoll of Hermite Iflcs. 
There feemel to be a patfage between thefe two capes 
• " Nalfau Bay. In this palfage fomc ides were feen, 
Indon the weft fide, the coaft had the appearance ol 
forminir ec ad bavs and harbours. 1 n fomc charts Cape 
K if Sid down as part of a fmall ifiand sdiich wc 
had notin our power to confirm oi comradiu:, ^ the 
hizv weather rendered every objed indiftind. From 
hence we ftecred E. bv N. half M, without the rocks 
that lie off Miftaken Cape. Having paffed thefe, wc 
lleercd N. E. half E. and N. E. tor Strait le Maire. 
At eight o’clock in the evening, finding ourfelvcs near 
the ifrait, we ftiortcned fail, and hauled the wind. 
The fu<^ar-loaf on Term del Fuego bore north 33 deg. 
W. the point of SucccfsI 3 ay juft open of the cape ot 
the fame name, bearing north 20 deg. E. 

On the 30th, during the calm, we w'ere driven by 
the current over to Staten Land ; but a light breeze 
fpringing up at N. N. W. we ftood over for Succefs 
Bay.^ Wehoifted our colours, and, having before fired 
two guns, we perceived a fmoke rife out of the woods, 
nude by the natives above the fouth point of the bay, 
which was the place where they refided when we were 
here in 1769. A party was now^ fent into Succefs Bay, 
inordertodifeover if any traces of the Adventure were 
to be feen there; but they returned without having 
found any. Our Blip’s name, &:c. were written on a 
card, and nailed to a tree which ftood near the place 
where it was likely the Adventure v'ould water, fliould 
llic be behind us, and put into this place. When Mr. 
Pickerfgill landed, the natives received him and his 
aoffeiates with great courtefy. They were clothed in 
fcal fkins, had bracelets on their arms, and appeared to 
be the fame kind of people we had feen in Chriftmas 
Sound. The bracelets were made of filvcr wire, wrought 
fomevvhat like the hilt of a fword, and no doubt, the 
workmanlhip of an European. According to Mr. 
PickeifgHl’s report, the bay was full of whales and 
fcals, and wc had obferved the fame in the ftrait, par¬ 
ticularly on the Terrel del Fuego fide, where the whales 
are exceeding numerous. FLiving now explored the 
fouth coaft of Terra del Fuego, we rcfolved to do 
the fame by Staten Land. At nine o’clock the wind 
veering to N. W. wc tacked, and ftood to S. W. 

On Saturday the 31ft in the morning, we bore up 
forthceaft end of Staten Land; which, at half paft four 
bore fouth 60 deg. F^. the weft end fouth 2 deg. E. and 
Terra del Fuego fouth 40 deg. W. The weather being 
lia^y, we could only now and then get fight of the 
coaft; but as we advanced to the eatt, fevcral iftands 
'Cere feen of unequal extent. We WTre abreaft of the 
moft caftern one at eight o’clock, A. M. when wO 
'railed fomc time for clear weather; but as it did not 
clear up as we wilhed, we hauled round the caft end of 
the iflandjforthc fake of anchorage, if we ftiould think 
Jt neceflary. We were now diftant from the ifle two 
t'lucs, and founding found only 29 fathoms water. As 
"e continued our courfe, wc fiiw on this ifland a great 
number of fcals and birds, a ftrong temptation to our 
people who were in want of frcfli proviiions; and in 
auling round it, w'c had a ftrong race of a current, like 
n roken water. Ac length, after lifliing for the beft 
mil r’ caft anchor in 21 fathoms water, about a 
j ^ r ifland, which extended from north 18 

hw and halfW. The weather 

cleared up, wc had a fight of Cape St. 
2' ^‘^8: end of Staten Land, bearing fouth 

<^iftant four leagues. The ifland fiiekcrcd 
fouth^^TK ^ uorth wind, and Staten Land from the 
fiom th fecured us 

c north w’ind ; yet wc were not only ojicn to 


the N. E. and E. but to the N. W. winds. We might 
have avoided this lituation, by anchoring more to the 
weft, but the Captain was dcfirous of being near the 
ifland, and of having it in his power to get to fca with 
any wind. In the afternoon a large party of us land¬ 
ed, fomc to kill fcals, and others birds or fifli. The 
ifland was fo ftocked with the former, which madefuch 
a continual bleating, that wc ipight have thought our- 
fclvcs in Effex, or any other country where cows and 
calves are in abundance. Upon examination wc found 
thefe animals different from fcals, though they refem- 
bled them in fiiape and motion. T. he male having a 
great likenefs to a lion, w e called them on that account 
lioss. We alfo found of the fame kind as the New 
Zealand feals, and thefe we named fea-bears. We 
Ihot fome of the large ones, not thinking it fafe to go 
near them; though, in general, they were fo tame, that 
wc knocked fome dowm with our flicks. Here were a 
few o-eefe and ducks, and abundance of penguins 
and iluigs; the latter of which had young ones almoft 
fiedgcd,^onrcquently juft to our tafte. In the eycning 
our party returned fufficicnily laden with proviiions of 
various forts. 

On the I ft of Januar)% being Sunday,^ Mr. Gilbert 
w^as font out to Staten l.^nd, in fearch of ^ 

a good harbour, nothing more being want- ' ' 

ing, in the opinion of Captain Cook, to make this place 
a ^od port for fliips to touch at for rcfrcftimcnts. 
Another party went to bring on board the beads wc 
had killed the preceding day. The old lions and 
bears were good for nothing but their blubber, of which 
wc made oil; but the fiefli of the young ones w'c like^l 
very well: even the ilelli of the old lionclicfs was 
not much amifs; but that of the old males was abo¬ 
minable. Captain Cook took an obfervation of the 
fun’s meridian altitude (his height at noon) at the 
N. E. end of this ifland, which determined its latitude 
at 54 deg. 40 min. 5 fee. S. Having fiiot a few geefe, 
fomc other birds, and fupplied ourfelvcs plentifully with 
young fliags. wc returned on board in the evening. 
About ten o’clock the party returned from Staten Land,^ 
where they found a good port, in the diredhon ot 
north, a little caflerlv, from the N. E. end of the 
Eancrnlfiand. and diftant three leagues to the weft- 
ward of Cape St. John. T'hc marks w hereby it may 
be known, arc fome fmall iftands lying in the entrance. 
The channel, which is on the eaft fide of thefe iftands, 
is half a mile broad. The courfe is in S. W. by S. turn- 
incr gradually to W. by S. and W. The harbour is 
almoft twa miles long, and near one broad. Ihe 
bottom is a mixture of mud and fand, and hath in ic 
from I o to 50 fiithoms water. Here arc fcveral ftreams 
offrefh w'atcr, with good wood for fuel. On this ifland 
are an innumerable number of fca-gulls, the air w’as 
quite darkened with them, upon being dillurbcd by our 
people ; and when they rofe up, we were almoft fut- 
focated with their dung, which they feemed to emit by 
way of defence; and it flunk woiTe than what is vul¬ 
garly called Devil’s-dung. This port was named New- 
Year’s Harbour, from the day on which it was dif- 
covered, and is certainly a very convenient one for fhip- 
plncr bound to the weft, or round Cape Horn. It is 
tru^' fhips cannot put to fca with an cafterly or north- 
crlyV'ind • but thefe winds arc never known to be of 
long continuance, and thofe from the fouth or weft 
quarters are the molt prevailing. , r ^ c 

OnTuefday the 3d, we weighed and flood for CapeJ:)t. 
John, which, in the evening, bore N. by E. diftam (our 
miles. This cape, being the caftern point of Staten 
Land, is a rock of confiderable height, fituatcd in laci- 
cude C4 deg. 46 min. S.and in 64deg. 7 mm. W. longi¬ 
tude, having a rocky iflot lying clofc under the north 
point of it. To the weftw'ard of the cape is an inlet, 
which feemed to communicate with the fea to the 
fouth; and bctw'een this and the cape is a bay. Having 
doubled the cape, we hauled up along the fouth coaft. 
At noon Cape St. John bore north 20 deg. E. diftant 
about three leagued: Cape St. Bartholomew, or^the 
S W point of Staten Land, fouth 83 deg. W. cw'O high 
daached rocks north 80 deg. \V. By obfervation 
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our latitude was found to be 54 deg. 56 min. S. We 
now judged this land to have been fufficicntly ex¬ 
plored ; but before we leave it, think it ncccflary to 
make a few obfervations on this and its neighbouring 
iflands. 

The S. W. coafl of Terra del Fuego, with refped 
to inlets and illands, may be compared to the coafl of 
Norway; for we believe within the extent of three 
leagues there is an inlet or harbour, which will re¬ 
ceive and Ihelter the firfl: rate lliips; but, till thefe 
are better known every navigator muff, as it were, fifh 
for anchorage: add to this, there are feveral rocks on 
the coaft; though as none lie far from land, the ap¬ 
proach to them may be known by founding, if they 
cannot be Cccn; fo that upon the whole, we cannot 
think this the dangerous coafl it has been reprefented by 
other voyagers. Staten land is thirty miles in length, 
and nearly twelve broad. Its furface conlifls of craggy 
hills, touring up to a vaft height, efpecially near the 
weft end, and the coaft is rocky. The greateft part of 
the hills, their furnmits excepted, is covered with trees, 
ihrubs, and herbage. We cannot fay any thing, that 
navigators may depend on, concerning the tides and 
currents on thefe coafts; but we obferved that in 
Strait Lc Maire, the foutherly tide, or current, begins 
to adl at the new and full moon about four o’clock. It 
may alfo bcof ufe to our commanders to remark, that 
if bound round Cape Horn to the weft, and not in 
want of any thing that might make it ncceflary to put 
into port, in this cafe, we would advife them nor to 
come near the land ; as by keeping out to fca, they 
would avoid the currents, which, we arc convinced, 
lofe their force at twelve leagues from land ; and at a 
greater diftance they would find none to impede their 
courfe. We would juft add to thefe nautical obferva- 
tions, that all the time of our being upon the coaft, we 
had more calms than ftorms; the w inds were variable; 
nor did we experience any fevere cold weather. The 
mercury in the thermometer, at nocin, was never below' 
46 deg. and during our ftay inChriftmas Sound, it was 
generally above temperate. 

The ifland we landed on, and the fame may be faid 
of the neighbouring ifles, is very unlike Staten Land. 
Its furface is of equal height, having an elevation of thirty 
or forty feet above the fca, from which it is fecured by 
a rocky coaft. It is covered with fword grafs, of a 
beautiful verdure, and of great length, growinir in 
tufts, on little hillocks. Among thefe are the tracks 
of fea bears and penguins, by which they retire into 
the centre of the ifle. Thefe paths rendered our cx- 
curfions rather difagrceablc, for we were fometiimes up 
to our knees in mire. Indeed the whole furface is 
inoift and wet. The animals on this little fpot are fea 
lions, fca bears, a variety of fca fowls, and fomc land 
birds. The largcft lion we faw was fourteen feet long, 
and eight or ten in circumference. The back of the 
head, the neck and fliouldcrs, arc covered with long 
hair, like thofe of the lion; the other parts of the 
body with fliort hair, like that of the horfe: the co¬ 
lour of both is a dark brown. The female is of a lio-ht 
dun colour, and about half the fize of the male. They 
live in herds near the fca-fhore, and on the rocks. As 
this was the time for engendering, and bringing forth 
their young, we faw a male with twenty or thirty fe¬ 
males about him, and he feemed veiy defirous of keep¬ 
ing them all to himfelf, beating off every other male 
who attempted to approach the flock. The fea bears 
arefmallcr than the lions, but rather larger than a com¬ 
mon feal. All their hairs arc of an equal length, fomc- 
thing like an otter’s, and the general colour is that of 
an iron-grey. This kind the French call fca wolves, 
and the Englifli fcals. They are, however, diflerent 
from thofe in Europe and North Ai^crica. I’lic lions 
too may be called overgrow'n feals; for they arc all of 
the fame fpccies. The hairs of the fea bears arc much 
finer than thofe of lions. They permitted us to ap¬ 
proach very near; but it was dangerous to go between 
them and the fea, for if they happened to take fright, 
they would come down in vaft numbers, and run over 
thofe- who could not. get out of their way. They arc 


fluggifh, fleepy animals, and dow'nright bullies, f 

if waked out of their fleep they would raife un [h ^ 
heads, fnort, fnarl, and look very fierce; butwhe^^^^ 
advanced to attack them, they always ran away 
place abounds with penguins, w hich are anmhiK;. 
birds, and fo ftupid, that wc could knock down 
many as wc pleafed w ith a flick. They arc not v 
good eating, though we thought them fo when 
of better fare. This was probably not their breed* ^ 
feafon, for we faw neither eggs nor young ones. H 
arc great numbers of lliags, who build their nefts 
the edge of the clifts, on little hillocks; but a fuialh 
kind, which we faw build in the clifts of the rock ^ 
The geefe are of the fame fort as thofe in ChriftiJ* 
Sound, but not in fuch plenty. I'hcy make a noife cx^ 
My like a duck. Here are feveral ducks of the fort 
wc called racc-horfes: fomc we fhot weighed thirty 
pounds. The fca fowls arc curlews, gulls, tern, Poit 
Egniont hens; and large browm birds, pretty good eat 
ing, which we called Molary’s gccfc. The land birds 
were eagles, hawks, thruflics, and bald-headed vull 

tures, w inch our Tailors named Turkey buzzards. Two 

new fpecies of birds were here difeovered by our nani- 
ralifts. One is the fize of a pigeon, with a pluniaae 
white as milk, but not web-footed. When we firll 
faw thefe kirjd of birds we took them for fnow pc- 
tcrcls, but they refemble them only in lize and coloun 
T'licy have a very bad fmcll, owing probably to their 
food being llicll-fifh and carrion, which they pickup 
along fiiore. The other fort, almoft as big as a heron, 
refemble neareft curlews. Their plumage is varie- ' 
gated, their bills long and crooked, and their princi¬ 
pal colours are light grey. All the animals of this 
little fpot live in perfect harmony, and feem careful 
not to difturb each other’s tranquillity. 'The fca lions 
poirefi moft of the fea-coall; the bears take up their 
quarters within the file; the fhags lodge in the highcll 
clifts; the penguins have theirTeparate abode wliere 
there is the moft eafy communication to and from the 
fca ; and the other birds ha\ c their places of retire¬ 
ment ; yet we have obferved them all, with mutual 
reconcilement, mix together, like domdlic cattle .and 
poultry in a faitm-yard : nay wc have feen the eagles 
and vultures fitting together among the lliags, on their 
hillocks, without the latter, cither young or old, being 
difturbed at their prefence. 

It w ill be remembered, that we left Staten Ifland on 
the 3d, and this day, being Wednefday the 4th, we faw 
the land again, at three o’clock A. M. and at fix o’clock 
in the afternoon a heavy fquall came lb fuddcnly upon 
us, that it carried away a top-gallant-maft, a ftudding- 
fail boom, and a fore ftudciing-fail. This ended in a 
heavy fiiowcr of rain; and we now fleered S. W. in 
order to difeover the gulph of St. Sebaftian, if fuch a 
coaft cxifted, in which that gulph has been reprefented, 
for of tliis we entertained a doubt: however, this ap¬ 
peared to be the beft courfe to clear it up, and to ex¬ 
plore the fouthern part of this ocean. On the 5th, by 
obfervation, we were in latitude 57 deg. 9 min. and 
5 deg. 2 min. E. longitude from Cape St. John. On the 
6th, at eight o’clock in the evening, we were in latfi 
tude 58 deg. 9 min. S, and 53 deg. 14 min. W. the 
Ikuation, nearly, afligiicd for the S. W. point of the 
gulph of St. Sebafl ian ; but feeing no figns of land, wc 
were Hill doubtful ot its cxiflence; and being alfo fe^t' 
ful, that by keeping to the fouth, we might niifs the 
land fiiid to be difeovered by La Roclie in 1675,and by 
the fiiip 1 ion, in j 7^6 ; for thefe rcafons we hauled to 
the north, in order to get into the parallel laid down by 
Dalrymplc as foon as poifible. On the 7th, we were, 
near midnight, in the latitude of 56 deg. 4 niin. 5 - 
longitude 53 deg. 36 min. W. On the Sth, at noon, a 
bed of fea-vveed palled the flfip ; and in the afternoon 
we were in latitude 55 deg. 4 min. longitude 51 deg* 
45 «^i»* On Monda)-, the 9th, we faw a feal, and 
fea-weed. On the lorh, at two o’clock A. M. we 1 ^^’ 
away eaft, and at eight £. N.E. At noon, by 
vation, wc were in latitude 54 deg. 35 min. S.^ind^n 
47 5 ^ • longitude. We had at this time ^ 

gfcat.iuimbcr of albatrolfes and bluepctercls 
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ihip- //dcK. 38 mi"- longitude 45 deg. 10 

werein liiumd= Thurfday, wc hccred 

min- 3V. I noon obferved in latitude 54 deg. 

call in .n deg. 8 min. W. longitude, which 

jS mm. S. *nu 4 j-,tuation, laid down by Mr. 

IS near 3 fj. 1;. point of the gulph of St. Se- 

DalrympMor intimations of land, 

baftian; oot j ^ penguins ; and we had a 

than feeing a . not have 

exteniive track of land lay in that di- 
been, had any we (Vood to the fouth 

K*®"- „heu finding ourfelves in latitude 55 deg. 
till noon, j ^ to the north. Wc now faw Ic- 

petercl, which we judged 
vcrdl ’icinitv of ice. We alfo found the air 

^"^rler thaTwrh^ felt it (ince we left New 
H In the night wc flood to the N. E. On Sa 

‘the M. in latitude 53 

Ik min. \o fee. S. and in longitude 39 deg. 24 
^'V. we difeovered land, m a manner wholly co- 
.'l wifh filow Wc founded in one hundred and fe- 
::atfi e Xms. muddy bottom. The land bore 
H by S. diftant twelve leagues. On the isth.thc wind 
bieiVin fqualls. attended with fnow and licet, ^ wc 
ted acrrcM lea to encounter. At paft foui P. M. we 
fl^d to the S. W. under two courfes i but at midnight 
Korm abated, fo that we could carry our top-la. s 
double reefed. On the i6th, at four o clock, A M. 

«c flood to the caft, with a moderate breeze, and at 
eieht faw the land extending from E. by N. ti) N. L. 
bv N At noon, by obfcrvation, wc were in latitude 
Zdeg. 25 min. 30"^ fee. and in 38deg. i8 mm. W. 
loncitudc.^ The land was now about eight leagues 
diftant. It proved to be an ifland, and we called it 
Willis Ifland, from the name of the perfon who hrlt 
difeovered it from the maft-hcad. It is a high rock 
of no great extent. We bore up to it with a view ot 
exploring the northern coaft; and as wc advanced per¬ 
ceived another iflc to the north, between that and the 
main. Obferving a clear paflage between t)?^“ 
fleered for the fame, and in the midway found it to be 
rwo miles broad. Willis’s iOc is in the latitude ot 54 
deg.S. and in 38 deg. 23 min. W. longitude. Ihc 
■ other, which was named Bird lOand, a number 01 
fowls being feen upon the coafl, is not fo high, but 
more cxtcnfivc; and is near the N. E. point of the 
main land, which Capt. Cook named Cape North. 
Wc fawfcvcral mafTes ot fnow, or ice, in the bottoms 
of fomc bays on the S. E. coaft of this land, paracu- 
larly in one which lies about three leagues to the S. S. 
E. of Bird iHe. On Monday, the i6th, having got 
through the palfage, we obferved the north coafl trended 
by N. for about three leagues, and then E. E* 

, by S. to Cape Duller, which is eleven miles. We 
’ ranged the coaft till near night, at one league diftance, 
when on founding we found fifty fathoms, and a muddy 
bottom. On the 17th, at two o’clock, A. M. \yc 
made for the land. W’c now ftccred along fhore till 
feven, when, feeing the appearance of an inlet, we 
baulcd in for it. The captain accompanied by Mr. 
Korfter, and others went oft* in a boat, to reconnoitre 
the bay before we ventured in with the Ihip. They 
landed in three different places, difplayed our colours, 
and took poireHion of the country in his majefty s 
name. The head of the bay was terminated by icc- 
clilfs of conftderable height *, pieces of w'hich were 
continually breaking olf, which made a noife like a 
cannon. Nor were the interior parts of the country 
lefs horrible. The favage rocks mifed their lofty fum- 
mits till loll in the clouds, and valleys w'cre covered 
w ith feemingly perpetual fnow. Not a tree, nor a flirub 
of any fize were to be feen. The only figns of vege¬ 
tation were a ftrong bladed grafs, growing in tufts, 
'lildburnct, and a plant like mofs, feen on the rocks. 
Sea-bears, or feals, were numerous: the fhores fwarmed 
with young cubs. Here were alfo the largcft pen¬ 
guins we had yet feen. Some we bi'ought aboard 
weighed above thirty pouiuls. Wc found the fame 
fea-fowls as at^ the laft ifland; alfo divers, the new 


white birds, and fmall ones, rcfembling thofc at the 
Cape of Good Hope, called yellow birds, which, hay¬ 
ing fhot two, wc found moft dclifioiis morfels. .W^ 
faw no other Jand birds than a few fmall larks, nor did 
wc meet with any quadrupeds. The rocks bordering 
on the fea were not covered with fnow like the inland 
parts; and they feemed to contain iron ore. When the 
party returned aboard, they brought with them a quari- 
tity of feals ahd penguins. Not that wc wanted provi- 
fions; but any kind of frcfti meat was acceptable to 
the crew; and even Capt. Cook acknowledged, that 
he was now, for the firft time, heartily tired of fait 
diet of every kind ; and that though the flclh of pen¬ 
guins could fcarely be compared to bullocks liver, yet its 
being frclh was fufiicient to make it palatable. The 
captain named the bay he had furveyed, Pofleftion Bay? 
though according to his account of it, we think it to 
be no dcfirable appendage to his majefty’s new pof- 
feftions. It lies in latitude 54 deg. 5 min. S. and m 
37 deg. 18 min. W. eleven leagues to the caft ot Cape 
North. 'I'o the weft of Pofleftion Bay, and between 
that and Cape Duller, lies the Bay of Iftcs, fo called 
from the number of fmall ifles lying before and 

On Tuefday, the 17th, wc made fail to the eaft, 
alono- the coaft; the diredion of which from Cape 
Duller, is 72 deg. 30 min. E. for the fpace of twelve 
leagues, to a projeding point, which was named Cape 
Saunders. Beyond this is a pretty large bay, which 
obtained the name of Cumberland Bay. At the bot¬ 
tom of this, as alfo in fome other fmallcr ones, were 
vaft tracks of frozen ice, or fnow, not yet broken loofe. 
Bcino- now juft paft Cumberland Bay, we hauled oft' the 
coaft° from whence we were diftant about four miles. 
On the 1 8th, at noon, by obfcrvation, we were in lati¬ 
tude 54 deg. 30 min. S. and about three leagues from 
the coaft, which ftrecched from N. 59 deg. W. to S. 

13 deg. W. In this diredion the land was an iflc, 
which feemed to be the extremity of the coaft to the 
eaft. At this time the neareft land was a projeding 
point, terminating in a round hillock, which, on ac¬ 
count of the day w^as called Cape Charlotte; on the 
weft fide of which lies a bay, and it was named Royal 
Bav ; and the weft point we called Cape George. This 
is the caft point of Cumberland Bay, in the diredion 
of S. E. by E. from Cape Saunders, diftant feven 
leagues. The Capes Charlotte and George lie in the 
diredion of fouth 37 deg. E. and north 37 deg. W. 
fix leagues diftant from each other. The iflc above 
mentioned was named Cooper’s, after our firft lieu¬ 
tenant. It is in the diredion of S. by E. and eight 
leagues from Cape Charlotte. The coaft between them 
forms a large bay, which we named Sandwich Bay. 
On the 19th, at fun-rife new land was difeovered, 
which borcS. E. half E. At the firft fight it had the 
appearance of afinglehill, in the form of a fugar-loaf; 
but foon after, other detached parts were vifiblc above 
the horizon near the hill. We obferved at noon in 
latitude 54 deg. 42 min. 30 fee. S. A lurking rock, 
that lies oft' Sandwich Bay, five miles from the land, 
bore W. half N. diftant one mile. In the afternoon we 
had a view of a ridge of mountains, behind Sandwich 
Bay, whofc icy tops were elevated high above the clouds. 
At fix o’clock. Cape Charlotte bore north 31 deg. W. 
and Cooper’s Ifland VV. S. W. 

On Friday the 20th, at two o’clock, A. M. wc made 
fail to the S. W. round Cooper's Ifland, which is one 
rock confidcrably high, about five miles in circuit, and 
one diftant from the main. Here the main coaft 
takes a S. W. diredion for five leagues to a point, 
which we called Cape Difappointment, off of which 
are three fmall ifles. The moft fouthern one is a 
league from the Cape, green, low, and flat. From the 
point, as wc continued our courfe S. W. land was feen 
to open in the diredion of north 60 deg. W. diftant 
beyond it nine leagues. It proved to be an iflc, and 
was named Pickcriglll Ifland. A point of what we 
had hitherto fuppolcd to be the main, beyond this 
ifland, foon after came in fight in the diredion of north 
55 deg. W. which united the coaft at the very point 

we 
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^vc had fcen, and taken the bearing of, the day we firft 
came in with it, and left us not a fingle doubt, that 
this land which we had taken for part of a great con¬ 
tinent, was no more than an ifland, 210 miles in cir¬ 
cuit. We thought it very extraordinary, that an iQand 
between the latitude of 54 and 55 degrees, Hiould, in 
the very height ot fummer, be almolt Avholly covered 
with frozen Inow, in fome places many fathoms deep; 
but more efpecially the S. W. coall. Nay, the very 
fides of the lofty mountains, were cafed with ice ; but 
the quantity ot ice and fnow that lay in the valleyjf is 
incredible, and the bottoms of the bays were bounded 
by w^llsofice of a confidcrable height. We arc of 
opinion, that a great deal of the ice formed here in 
winter, is broken off in fpring, and floats into the fea: 
but we quefiion, whether a ten thoufandth part of what 
we favv is produced in this ifland ; from whence we 
are led to conclude, that the land we had feen the day 
before might belong to a more extenfive track; and we 
ftill had hopes of difeovering a continent. As to our 
prefent difappointment, wc were not much alfeded 
thereby; for, were wc to judge of the whole by this 
flimplc, whatever its extent might be, it would be an 
acquifltion fcarcely worth notice. This inhofpitable, 
and dreaiy land, lies between the latitudes of 53 deg. 
57 min. and 54 deg. 57 min. S. and between 38 deg. 
13 min. and 35 deg. 34 min. W. longitudk We 
named this the Ifle of Georgia, in honour of his Ma- 
jefly. It extends S. E. by E. and N. W. by W. and is 
93 miles long, and about 10 broad. TheN.E. coaft 
appears to have a number of bays, but the ice mu ft 
prevent accefs to them the greateft part of the year ; 
and at any time they will be dangerous harbours, on 
account of the continual breaking away of the ice clifl's. 
W c arc inclined to think, that the interior parts, on 
account of their elevation, never enjoy heat enough to 
melt the fnow' in fuch quantities as to produce a river; 
nor did we find even a ft ream of frcfli water on the 
whole coaft ; and the N. E. lidc of this, only receives 
fuflicient warmth to melt the fnow. W^e now quitted 
this coaft, and directed our courfe to the E. S. E. for 
the land wc had fcen the preceding day. A ftrong 


gale overtook us, and wc thought ourfelves verTf 

nate in having got clear of the land before thic 
on. 

On the 21 ft, the ftorm was fuccccdcd by a th' 
fog, attended with rain ; but having got a fouti,;? 
breeze, we flood to the eaft till three in theafcerno ^ 
and then ftcered nocth in fearch of the land. On°h’ 
22d, wc had thick foggy weather ; but in the 
it was fo clear that wc could fee two leagues rou f 
us ; and thinking we might be to the call of the h \ 
wc fleered weft. 


On the 23d, a thick fog at fix o’cock, A. M. oncf 
more compelled us to haul the wind to the fouth • b ^ 
at eleven, wc were favoured with a view of three or fo^ 
rocky iftots, extending from S. E. to E. N. E. about one 
league diftant; and this, being the extentofour horizon 

might be the reafon why wc did not fee the fuo>ar.louf 
peak before mentioned. AVc were well aflured, this 
was the land wc had feen before, and whkh we had 
now circumnavigated; confining of only a few de¬ 
tached rocks, the recepticlcs for birds. They are fitu" 
ated in latitude 55 deg. S. 12 leagues from Cooper’s 
Ifte, and wc named them Clerk’s Rocks, Mr. Clerk, one 
of our lieutenants having fir (I difeovt red them. This 
interval of clear weather was fucceeded bv as thick a 
fog as ever, on which we flood to the north. Thus 
we were continually involved in thick mills, and the 
ll;ags with frequent foundings were our bell pilots; 
but on the 23d wc ftood a few iriles to the north* 
when we got clear of rocks, out of loundijigs, and law 
not any fhags. 

On the 24th, wc faw the rocks bearing S. S, \V. half 
W. diftant four miles, but we did not Hill fee the fugar- 
loaf peak. At four o’clock,?. M. judging ourfelves to 
be three or four leagues E. and W. of them, wc fleered 
fouth, being quite tired w ith cruizing in thick fogs, only 
to have a fight of a few draggling rocks. Having, at 
intervals, a clear fky to the weft, at feven o’clock wc faw 
the ifte of Georgia, bearing W. N. W. diftant eight 
leagues: at eight wc fleered S. E. by S. and at tenS. 
E. by E. 


CHAP. IX. 


rhe Refoluttonconttnu^ courft^---Nezv!and and Saunders Ifles difeovered-^Conjeaures, and fome reafons that there nm k 
land about the South Pole-^rhe kefolulion alters her courfe fouth to the eaU—Endeavours to find Cape Circumcifion-^Qk 
Mvatims on whatfje had done tn the voya.^e--Proceed^ till her arrival at the Cape of Good HopeSails for tbeilJeof 
tayal-^And returns to Emland--Capt. Furneaux s narrative, from the time the Adventure was feparated from the Ref- 
tut ion, to her arrival tn England, including the report of Ltmt. Burney, concerning the untimely death of the boars-crew 
who were murdered byfome of the natives of ^leen Charlottes Sound, in New ZealamU 


O N Wednefday the 25th, we fteered E. S. E. We 
had a frclh gale at N. N. E. but the wxathcr ftill 
continued foggy, till towards the evening, at which 
time it deared up. On the 26th, wc held on our courfe 
with a fine gale from the N. N. \V. but at day-light, 
feeing no land to the eaft, and being in latitude 56 deg. 
33 min, S. and in 31 deg. 10 min. W. longitude, we 
fleered fouth. On the 27th, at noon, we were in the 
latitude of 59 deg, 46 min. S. and had lb thick a fog 
that we could not fee a ftiip’s length. We expeded 
foon to fall in with the ice, and on this account, it being 
no longer fafe to fail before the wind, wc hauled to the 
call w'ith a gentle gale at N. N. E. When the fog 
cleared away, we refumed our courfe to the fouth; but 
it returned again, which obliged us to haul upon a 
wind. I 5 y our reckoning wx were now in the latitude 
()f 60 deg. S. and unlcfs wc difeovered f ine certain 
ligns of loon falling in with land, the Captain deter¬ 
mined to make this the limit of his voyage to the 
fouth. Indeed it would not have been prudent to have 
fquandcred away time in proceeding farther to the 
fouth, when there was as great a probability of finding 
a large track of land near Cape Circumcifion. Belides 
It was an irkfomc calk to traveifc in high fouthern lati¬ 


tudes, where nothing \vas to be difeovered but ice. At 
this time a long hollow fwcll from the w'cft, indicated 
that no land was to be expetfted in fuch a diretftion; and 
upon the whole, we may venture to alTert^ that the cx- 
tenlive coaft laid down by Mr. Dalrymple, and his 
Gulph of St. Sebaftian, do not exift. The fog having 
receded from us a little, at feven o’clock in the eveningi 
wc faw an ice-ifland, penguins, and fnow petcrels. 
the night, being yifired with a return of the fog» 
were obliged to go over again that fpace which 
had, in Ibme degree, made ourfelves acquainted with 
in the day. 

On the 28th, at eight o’clock, A. M. we ftood to 
the eaft, with a gentle breeze at north. The weather 
cleared away, and wc perceived the fea llrewcd with 
large and fniall bodies of ice. Some whales, penguins* 
fnow petcrels, and other birds were feen. Wc had 
now fun-fliine, but the air was cold. At noon, by 
fervation, we were in 60 deg. 4 min. S. and in 29 dc^ 
23 min. W. longitude. At half paft two o’clock, 
having continued our courfe to the caft4|;wc fuddcnly 
fell in with a yaft number of large icc-iflands, and a 

fea ftrewed with loofc ice, and the weather becoming 

hazy, made it dangcrou< to ftapd in among them. 

Wc 
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-r’"7^cked and ftood back to the weft, with 

We We were now fu rrounded with ice- 

‘’'''^"‘llTnearlyofan equal height, with a flat level 
inandi, "^'JfV.rious extent. The loofe ice, with 
which^hc^ea appeared ftrewed, had broke from thefe 

r. j rhf> TQth having little wind, we were 

i,P"d'totravL-feinfuchcourfes.aswere moft likely 

tn cf?v us clear of them, fothat we hardly i™de any 
Ss one way or other, throughout the whole day. 
C weather was fair, but remarkably gloomy, and we 
^ ; viftted by penguins and whales in abundance. 
Tth we uckf 5 and flood to the N, E. and 
Smoft throughout the day it was fog^. with either fleet 
rnow At noon we were in latitude 59 deg. 30 rmn. 
c and in 29 deg. 24 min. W. At two o’clock, pafled 
L of the Weft ice-iflands we had feen during ^r 
voyage; and fometime after two fmaller ones. We 
MW flood to N. E. over a fea flrewed with ice. On the 
01ft we difeovered land a-hcad, diftant about one 
league We hauled the wind to the north ; but not be¬ 
ing able to weather it, we tacked in 175 fathoms water, 
a league from the (hore, and about half a one from fome 
breakers. This land confifted of three rocky iflots of 
confiderable height. The outmoft terminated in a 
lofty peak, like a fugar-loaf, to which we gave the name 
ofFrcezland Peak, after the man who firft difeovered 
it. The latitude is 59 deg. S. and 27 deg. W. longi¬ 
tude. To the eaft of this peak, was feen an elevated 
coaft.whofe fnow-cap’d fummits were above the clouds. 
It extended from N. by E. to E. S. E. and wc named 
it Cape Briftol, in honour of the noble family of 
Harvey. Alfo in latitude 59 deg. 13 min. 30fee .S. and 
in 27 deg. 45 min, W. another elevated coaft appeared 
in fight, bearing S. W. by S. and at noon, it extended 
fromS.E. toS. S- W.diftansfrom fourto eight leagues. 
This land we called Southern Thule, becaufe the rnoft 
fouthern that has yet been difeovered. Its furface rifes 
high, and is every where covered with fnow. There 
were thofe of our company, who thought they faw 
land in the fpace between Thule and Cape Briftol. 
We judged it more than probable that thefe two lands 
are connefted, and the fpace is a deep bay, which, 
though thefe are mere fuppofitions, was called Forfter’s 
Bay. Being not able to \veather Southern Thule, we 
tacked and ftood to the north, at one o’clock, and at 
four Freezland Peak was diftant four leagues. Soon 
after the wind fell, and we were left to the mercy of a 
great wefterly fwell, which fet right upon the fhore; 
but at eight o’clock, the weather clearing up, we faw 
Cape Briftol, which bore E. S. E. ending in a point to 
the north, beyond which we could fee no land. Thus 
we were relieved from the fear of being carried away by 
the fwell, and caft on the moft horrible coaft in the 
world. We continued our courfe to the north all night, 
with a light breeze at weft. 

On Wednefday the firft of February, at four o’clock 
in the morning, we had a view of a new coaft. At fix 
n bore north 60 deg, E. and being a high promontory, 
we named it Cape Montague. It is fituated in latitude 
58 deg. 27 min. S. and in 26 deg. 44 min. W. longi- 
tiidc ; eight leagues to the north of Cape Briftol. We 
aw land in fcveral places between them, whence we 
concluded the whole might be connetfted. We wifti it 
been in our power to have determined this with 
greater certainty, but prudence would not permit the 
venture near a coaft the dangers of 
w ich have been already fufficiently pointed out. One 
jce-iiiand, among many others on this coaft, particu- 
attradled our notice. It was level in furface, of 
great extent both in height and circuit, and its Tides 
perpendicular, on which the waves of the fea had 
L the Icaft iraprellion. We thought it might 

e come out from fome bay in the coaft. At noon 
were caft and weft of the northern part of Cape 
taguc, diftant five leagues. Freezland Peak was 
^^S^es, and bore fouth 16 deg. E. By obfervation 
latitude to be 58 deg. 25 min. In the 
we ^''"9 o’clock, when ftanding to the north 

No"^ no * '' hich bore north 25 deg. E, It extend¬ 


ed from north 40 deg. to 52 deg. E. and it was imagined 
more land lay beyond it to tlic eaft. Cape Montague 
at this time bore fouth 66 deg. E. at eight 40 deg. and 
Cape Briftol S. by E. 

On the 2nd, at fix o’clock A. M. having fteered to 
the north during the night, new land was difeovered, 
bearing north 12 deg. E. diftant 10 leagues. We faw two 
hummocks juft above the horizon, of which w'e foon 
loft fight. We now ftood, having a frefti breeze at 
N. N. E. for the norrhernmoft land we had feen the 
preceding day, which, at this time, bore E. S. E. 
By ten o'clock w'e fetched in with it, but not having 
it in our power to weather the fame, we tacked at three 
miles from the coaft. This extended from E. by S. 
to S. E. and appeared to be an ifland of about lo 
leagues circuit. The furface was high, and its fummit 
loft in the clouds. Like all the neighbouring lands, 
it was covered with a ftieet of fnow and ice, except on 
a point on the north fide, and on two hills feen over it, 
which probably were two iflands. Thefe were not only 
clear of fnow, but feemed covered with green turf. We 
faw alfo large ice-iflands to the fouth, and others to the 
N. E. At noon we tacked for the land again, in 
order if pofllble to determine whether it was an ifland; 
but a thick fog foon prevented the difeovery, by making 
it unfafe to ftand in for the fliore; fo that having re¬ 
turned, we tacked and ftood to N. W. to make the 
land we had feen in the morning. We left the other 
under the fuppofition of its being an ifland, and named 
it Saunders Ifle, after Capt. Cook’s honourable friend 
Sir Charles Saunders. It lies in latitude 57 deg. 49 
min. S. and in 26 deg. 44min. W. longitude, diftant 
13 leagues from Cape Montague. The wind having 
Ihifted at fix o’clock, we ftood to the north; and at 
eight we faw Saunders Ifland, extending from S. E. 
by S. to E. S. E. We were ftill in doubt if it were an 
ifland, and could not at this time clear it up, as we 
found it neceflary to take a view of the land to the 
north, before we proceeded any farther to the eaft. 
With this intent we ftood to the north, and on the 3d, 
at two o’clock A. M. we came in fight of the land we 
were fearching after, which proved to be two ifles. 
On account of the day on which they were difeovered, 
we called them Candlemas Ifles. They lie in latitude 
57 deg. II min. S. and in 27 deg. 6 min. W. longitude. 
Between thefe we obferved a fmall rock; there may 
perhaps be others; for the weather being hazy occafion- 
ed us to lofe fight of the iflands, and we did not fee 
them again till noon, at which time they were three or 
four leagues oft'. We were now obliged, by reafon of 
the wind having veered to the fouth, to ftand to the 
N. E. and at midnight came fuddenly into water un¬ 
commonly white, at which appearance the officer on 
watch was fo much alarmed, that he immediately or¬ 
dered the fhip to be put about, and we accordingly 
tacked inftantly. There were various opinions aboard 
concerning this matter ,* probably it might be a ftioal of 
fifti; but fome faid it was a llioal of ice; and others 
thought it was (hallow water. 

On Sunday the 4th, at two o’clock, A. M. we re¬ 
fumed our courfe to the eaft, and at fix tried if there 
were any current, but found none. At this time fome 
whales were playing, and numbers of penguins flying 
about us: of the latter we (hot a few, different from 
thofe on Statcn.Land, and at the Ifle of Georgia. We 
had not feen a feal fince we left that coaft, which is 
fomewhat remarkable. By obfervation at noon, >ye 
found ourfelves in latitude 56 deg. 44 min. S. and in 
longitude 25 deg. 33 mim W. We now having a 
breeze at eaft, ftood to the fouth, intending to regain 
the coaft we had loft; but the wind at eight o’clock 
in the evening, obliged us to ftand to the eaft, in which 
run we faw many ice-iflands, and fome ltX)rc ice. As 
the formation of ice-iflands has not been fully iavefti- 
gated, we will here offer a few hints and obfervations 
refpeding them. We do not think, as fome others do, 
that they arc formed by the water at the mouths of great 
cataracls or large rivers, which, when accumulated, 
break off", owing to their ponderous weight; bccaufe 
wc never found any of the ice, which we took upj in 
3 B the 
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the lead incorporated, or conne< 5 led with earth, which 
mud ncccfTarily adhere to it, were this conjecture 
true. Furthermore, we are not certain whether there 
are any rivers in thefe countries, as we faw neither rivers 
nor dreams of frelh water there. The ice-idand.^ at 
lead in thofe parts, mud be formed from fnow and fleet 
confolidated, which gathers by degrees, and are drifted 
from the mountains. In the winter, the feas or the ice 
clids mud fill up rhe bays, if they are ever fo large. 
The continual fall of fnow occadons the accumulation 
of thefe cliffs, till they can fupport their weight no 
longer, and largepicces break od' from thefe ice-ifiands. 
V'e are inclined to believe, that thefe ice cliffs, m here 
they are iheltercd from the violence of the winds, 
extend a great way into the fea. 

On the 5rh, having fecn no penguins, we thought 
that we were leaving land behind us, and that we had 
paded its northern extremity. At noon we were 3 deg. 
of longitude, totheead of Saunders’ Ifle;andbyob- 
fervation in the latitude of 57 deg. 8 min. S. and in 
^3 34 niin. W. longitude. In the afternoon we 

again dretched to the fouth, in order that we might 
again fall in with the land, if it took an ead dircdlion. 

On Monday the 6th, wc held on our courfc till the 
7th at noon, when wc found our latitude to be 58 deg. 

15 min. S. and longitude 21 deg. 34 min. W. and nor 
feeing any dgns of land, wc concluded, that what had 
been denominated Sandwich Land, was cither a group 
ofillands, or a point of the continent: for in Capr. 
Cook’s opinion, the ice that is fpread over this vad 
Southern Ocean, mud originate in a track of land, 
which he firmly believes lies near the pole, and extends 
farthed to the north, oppofite the Southern Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans ; for ice being found in thefe fanher 
to the north, than any where elfc, induced the Captain 
to conclude, that land of confiderablc extent mud cxid 
near the fouth. Upon a contrary fuppofition it will 
follow', that we ought to fee ice every where under the 
fame parallel; but few fliips have met with ice going 
round Cape Horn; and for our part, wc ^w but little 
below the fixticth degree of latitude in the Southern 
Pacific Ocean; on the other hand in this fea, between 
the meridian of 40 deg. W. and fifty or fixty degrees 
cad, wc found ice as far north as 5 1 deg. Others have 
feen it in a much lower latitude. Let us now ftippofe 
there is a Southern Continent within the polar circle. 
The quedion w hich readily occurs, will be; What end 
can be anfw'ered in difeovering or exploring fuch a 
coad ? Or what ufc can the fame be cither to navigation, 
geography, or any other fcience.? And what benefits 
can refult therefrom to a commercial date? Confider 
for a moment, what thick fogs, fnow, dorms, intenfe 
cold, and every thing dangerous to navigation, mud be 
encountered wuth by every hardy adventurer; behold 
the horrid afpc6l of a country impenetrable by the 
animating heat of the fun’s rays; a country doomed to 
be immerfed in everlading fnow. Sec the iflands and 
floats on the coad, and the continual falls of the ice 
clids in the ports : thefe difficulties, w'hich might be 
heightened by others not lefs dangerous, are fufficient 
to deter every one from the radi attempts of proceed¬ 
ing farther to the fouth, than our expert and brave 
commander has done, in fearch of an unknown coun¬ 
try, which when difeovered would anfwer no valuable 
purpofc whatever. By this time we had traverfed the 
Southern Ocean, in fuch a manner, as to have no doubt 
in determining that there is no continent, unlcfs near 
the pole, and out of the reach of navigation. We have 
made many new difeoveries, and afeertained the exad 
fituation of fevcral old ones. Thus w'as the end of our 
voyage fully anfwered, a fouthern hemifpherefufficiently 
explored, and the neceflity of a fearch after a fouthern 
continent put an end to. We Ihould have proceed¬ 
ed to farther difeoveries, but our Captain thought 
it cruel to detain the people who failed with him 
any longer without the necelTary refrelhments, efpe- 
cially, as their behaviour merited every indulgence; 
for neither officers nor men ever once repined at any 
hardfhip, nor exprellld any uncalincfs, or additional 
I 


fear of danger, on account of our feparationf^^ 

Adventure. It w'as now' high time to 
returning home ; and could wc have continiicdT^ ^ 
we fliould have been in great danger of the 
breaking out among us, and we do not know 
pu rpofc farther difeoveries w ould have anfwer 
therefore (leered for the Cape of Good Hope int 
to look tor Bouvet’s difcovcry,Cape Circiimcilb^^^*^^ 
the iflesofDcnia and Marfeveen. But before wc' 
tiiHie the narrative of this voyage, it may notT 
thought improper to colled a few obfervations f 
our moft eminent wuiters, on Terra Magclfanica 
gonia, part of which coad lies within the 
Ifland of Terra del Fuego; and Falkland’s 
Terra Magcllanica received its name from Ferdin^ ? 
Magellan, a Portuguefeofficer; who likewifegave nw 
to thofe (Iraights which lead from the fouth to th 
north fea, he being the firft who failed through ihm 
The appellation of Patagonia was derived from a prin 
cipal tribe of its inhabitants^ called Patagons. The 
whole country, which goes under the name of P.ita 
gonia, extends from Chifi and Paraguay to the utn'oil 
extremity of South America, that is, from 35 alniofl to 
54 degrees of fouth latitude, being 700 miles W 
and 300 broad where widefl. The northern parts con 
tain an almofl inexhaufiiblc (lock of large timber, but 
in the fouthern difirids there is fcarccly a tree to be 
feen fit for any mechanical purpofc. The lofty moun¬ 
tains, called the Andes, traverfc the whole country from 
north to fouth. 

Here arc incredible numbers of wild horned cattle 
and horfes, which were firfl brought hither by the 
Spaniards, and have increaled amazingly; the pafiurage 
alfo is good. Some w’riters tell us that frefii water is 
fcarcc; but w'cre that the cafe, wc cannot fee how the 
prefent inhabitants, and fuch multitudes of cattle could 
fubfifl. The call coad is chiefly low-land, with few or no 
good harbours; that called Sr. Julian is one of the bed. 

The inhabitants of Patagonia conlift of fevcral In¬ 
dian tribes, as the Pitagons, Pampas, CoiTarcs, &c. 
They are a fava^c, barbarous people, of a copper 
colour, like the red of the Americans, with coarfe black 
hair, and no beards. They are mightily addicted to 
painting thcmfcivcs, and make dreaks on their faces 
and bodies. They go almod dark naked, having only 
a fquare garment, in the form of a blanket, made of the 
fkins of fevcral animals, and fewed together, which they 
fometimes wrap round them in extreme cold weather; 
and they have alfo a cap of the (kins of fowls on their 
heads. Former voyagers reprefented them as mondrous 
giants of I r feet high, w hereas they are no taller than 
the other Americans. The women, as in other places, 
arc very fond of necklaces and bracelets, vt'hich they 
make of fea fliells. The natives chiefly live on fifli and 
garne, and what the earth produces (pontancoudy. 
This country abounds w'ith an animal called camel- 
(hcep byfome authors, but theirtrue name is gnanacoes. 
They partake of the nature of a camel, though they 
have no bunch on the back, and they were formerly 
made ufe of to carry burdens. They have alfo a bird 
called an odrich, but not fo large, and they dider from 
the African odriches in having three toes, w hereas thofe 
have but two. A great number of iflands, or cluders 
of iflands, lie on the coads of Patagonia. 

The ifland of Terra del Fuego, or the Land of Fires, 
as it was called by the fird difeoverers, on account of 
their having obferved fomc great fires upon it (fuppofed 
to be volcanoes) as they pafTcd it in the night, is fepa- 
rated from the continent by the Magellanic Straights; 
has a rough appearance, being very mountainous, but is 
interfedlcd wirh deep narrow vallies, and is vdl 
watered. The natives of this country arefliort in theif 
perfons, not exceeding five feet fix inches at mod, their 
heads large, their faces broad, their cheek-bones 
prominent, and their nofes very flat. They have littk 
brown eyes, without life; their hair is black and lank, 
hanging about their heads in diforder, and bermeared 
with train oil. On the chin they have a few dragglit^ 
fliort hairs indead of a beard, and from their nofc there 
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COOK’s SECOND VOYAGE-—'for makingDj/fOTjfrii'j- in the South Seas fe Round the World. 19 r 


7 Hifcharo'c of mucus into their ugly open 

is a g whoIe° iTemblage of their teaturcs forms 

.ft Inathfome picture of mifery and vvrctchcdncfs 
TJI Can nature can polTibly be reduced. They 
‘“j Irh^Ioathing than a fmall piece of feal-flun, 
’’reh"huL from their flioulders to the middle of the 
H ;f bcini feftened round the neck with a rtring. The 
ft their body was perfeftly naked, not the lead rc- 
reftot, ^ _.> Herenrv. Their natural colour 


I 


a heinp paid to decency. Their natural 
5 *“^ . ® Ji .i:„»_v.T-nun with a kind of glofs re- 


i-emstobe anohve-brown _ 

fSlingthatofeopper; but manyof them difguife 
ILfelves with flreaks of red paint, and fomctinncs, 
hough feldom, wuth^vldtc Their whole charadber is 
fhe (froncelt compound of Ihipidity, indifference, and 

• ^ivitv They have no other arms than bows and ar- 
mu’s aiid their inAruments for fifliing a kind of fifh- 
^ ' They live chiefly on feals flcfli, and like the fat 
filrpart moft. There is no appearance of any fubor- 
dination among them, and their mode of living ap- 
roaches nearer to that of brutes, than that of any 
other nation. The children go naked, and the only 
weapon of the men is a long ftick generally hooked, 
and Winted at the end like a lance. They live in huts 
made of boughs, and covered with mud, branches, 
&c. One fide is open, and the fire place is in the mid¬ 
dle'; and a whole family herd together in one of thefe 
mifcrable hovels. 

The above-mentioned i Hands are all very barren and 
mountainous; but from w^hat Mr. Forfter fays, in his 
voyage to the South Sea, the climate would not appear 
to be fo rigorous and tempeHuous as it is reprefenred 
in Anfon’s voyage. Upon the louder grounds and 
iflands, that were fheltered by the high mountains, fe- 
vcral forts of trees and plants, and a variety of birds, 
were found. Among the trees, was Winter’s bark- 
tree, and a fpccics of arbulus, loaded with red fruit 
of the fizc of fmall cherries, which were very well 
tafted. In fome places there is alfo plenty of celeri. 
Among the birds was a fpecies of duck of the fize of 
agoofe, which ran along the fea with amazing velocity, 
beating the water with its wdngs and feet: it had a grey 
plumage, with a yellow bill and feet, and a few white 
quill feathers : at the Falkland iflands it is called a log¬ 
gerhead duck. Among the birds are alfo plenty of 
geefe and falcons. The rocks of fome of the iflands 
arc covered with large mufcle-fliells, the fifh of which 
is faid to be more delicate than oyfters. 

Falkland’s iflands were firft difeovered in 15,94, by 
Sir Richard Hawkins, who nanied the principal of 
them Hawkins’ Maidenland, in honour of queen Eli¬ 
zabeth. The prefent name Falkland was probably 
given them by Capt. Strong, in 1689, and afterwards 
adopted by Halley. 

The late lord Egmont, firfl: lord of the Admiralty 
in 1764, then revived the feheme of a fettlcinent in 
the South Seas; and commodore Byron was font to 
take polTclTion of Falkland’s iflands in the name of his 
Britannic majefly, and in his journal reprefents them 
as a valuable acquifition. On the other hand, they are 
reprefented by Capt. M'Bride, who in 1766 fucceeded 
that gentleman, as the outcafts of nature: We 

found (fays he) a map of iflands and broken lands, of 
which the foil was nothing but a bog, with no better 
piofped than that of barren mountains, beaten by 
liorms almoft perpetual. Yet this is fummer; and if 
the winds of winter hold their natural proportion, thofe 
"Ilf) lie but two cables length from the fliore, mufl pafs 
weeks without any communication with it.” The 
herbs and vegetables which were planted by Mr. By¬ 
rons people; and the fir-tree, a native of rugged and 
cold climates, had withered. In the fummer-months, 
.^‘-’^cri and forrel arc the natural luxuries of thefe 
1 Kwds. Goats, fliecp, and hogs that were carried 
hither, were found to incrcafc and thrive as in other 
a pcefc of a filhy tafte, fnipcs, penguins, foxes, 
>vatc arc alfo found here, and plenty of good 

' the foil be barren, and the fca tempefluous, 

dir m ^ fcttlemcnf w'as made here; of which vve were 
policlicd by the Spaniards in 1770, That violence 


was, however, difavowed by the Spahifli ambafladorj 
and Tome conccflions were made to the court of Great 
Pritain; but in order to avoid giving limbragc to the 
court of Spain, the fctdcnicnt was afterwards aban¬ 
doned. 

Onifuefday, the 7th, wc refumed our courfe to the 
caA, and this day only three ice iAands w'crc fccn. At 
eight o’clock in the evening, wc hauled the wind to the 
S. E. for the night. On the 8th, at day-light, we 
continued our courfe to the eaA, being in latitude 58 
deg. 30 min. S. and in 15 deg. 14 min. W. longicudci 
In the afternoon paAcd three ice iAands. On the 9th, 
w'ehad a calm moA part of the day; the weather lair, 
except at times a mow Aiower* We faw fcvcial ice 
iflands, but not the leaA intimation that could induce 
us to think that any land was near us. We Aood now 
to N. E. with a breeze which fprung up at S. E. On 
the loth, we had Aiowers of fleet and Ihov/; the wea¬ 
ther was piercingcold, infomuch that the water on deck 
was frozen. 'Fhc ice-iflands were continually in light. 
On the I ith, wc continued to AcercaA. In the morn^ 
ing wc had heavy Aiovvcrs of fnow; but as the day 
advanced, we had clear and ferene weather. At noon 
we were in latitude 58 deg. 11 min. and in 7 deg. 55 
min. W. longitude. On the 12th, wc had icc ilTands 
continually in fight, but moA of them were fmall and 
breaking to pieces. On Monday, the I3ih, we had a 
heavy fall of fnow; but, the Iky clearing up, we had 
a fair night, and fo fliarp a froA, that the water in all 
our veAels on deck, was next morning covered with a 
Aieet of ice. On the i4ih, we continued to fleer caA, 
inclining to the north, and in thcaftcrncon croirtd the 
firfl meridian, or that of Greenwich, in the latitude of 
57 deg* 50 min. S. At eight o’clock we had a hard 
gale, at S. S. W. and a high fca from the fame quarr 
ter. On the 15th, wc Accred E. N. E. till noon, when 
by obfervation, we were in latitude of 56 deg. 37 min. 
S. and in 4 deg. 11 min. E. longitude. Wc now failed 
N. E. with a view of getting into the latitude of Cape 
Circumcifion. Wc had fome large ice iflands in fi^ht, 
and the air was nearly as cold as the preceding day. 
The night was foggy, with fnow Ihowcrs, and a fmart 
froA. On Thurfday, the i6th, we continued our 
courfe N. E. and at noon wc obferved in latitude 55 
deg. 26 min. S. and in 5 deg. 52 min. E. longitude, in 
which fituation wc. had a great fwcll from the fouth, 
but no ice in fight. At one o’clock vve Aood to S. E. 
till fix, when we tacked, and Aood to the north. At 
this time we had a heavy fall of fnow and fleet, which 
fixed to the maAs and rigging as it fell, and coated the 
whole with icc. On the 17th, we had a great high fea 
from the fouth, from whence we concluded no land 
was near in that dirciAion. At this time were in lati¬ 
tude 54 deg. 20 min. S. and in 6 deg. 33 min. E. lon¬ 
gitude. On the 18th, the weather was fair and clear. 
We now kept a look-out for Cape C ircumcifion; for if 
the land had ever fo 1 ttlc extent in the diredlion of 
N. and S. w-e could not mifs feeing it, as the northern 
point is faid to lie in 54 deg. On the 19th, at eight 
o’clock in the morning, land appeared in the direc¬ 
tion eaA by fouth, but it proved a mere fog-bank. We 
now fleered eaA by fouth and S. E. till feven o’clock 
in the evening, when wc were in latitude 54 deg. 42 
min. S. and in 13 deg. 3 min. E. longitude. Wenovv 
Aood to N. W. having a very Arong gale, attended 
with fnow Aiowcrs. On Monday, the 20th, we tacked 
and Arctchcd to N. E. and had a frcAi gale attended 
with fnow fliowers and fleet. At noon we were in lati# 
tude 54 deg. 8 rnin. S. longitude 12 min. 59 min. E. 
but had not the IcaA fign of land. On the 21 A, wc 
were 5 deg. to the eaA of the longitude in which Cape 
Circumcifion is faid to lie, and continued our courfe 
caA, inclining a little to the fouth, till the 22nd, when, 
at noon, by obfervation we v^erc in latitude 54 deg. 
24 min. S. and in 19 deg. 18 min. E. longitude. We 
had now meafured in the latitude laid down for Bou¬ 
vet’s land, thirteen degrees of longitude'; a courie in 
which it is hardly poAiblc we could have miAed it; vve 
therefore began to doubt its exiAence ; and concluded, 
that what the Frenchman had feen, coUld be nothing 
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more than a deception, or an ifland of ice: for after 
we had left the fouthern iOes, to the prefent time, not 
the leafl: veflige of land had been difeovered. We faw, 
it is true, fomc feals, and penguins ; but thefe are to 
be found in all parts of the fouthern ocean, and we be¬ 
lieve fhags, gannets, boobies, and men of war birds, 
are the moft indubitable figns that denote the vicinity 
of lands, as they feldom go very far out to fca. Being 
at this time only two degrees of longitude from our 
route to the fouth, when we took our departure from 
the Cape of Good Hope, it was in vain for us to con¬ 
tinue our courfe to the eaft, under this parallel; but 
thinking we might have feen land farther to the fouth, 
for this reafon, and to clear up fome doubts, we fteered 
S. E. in order to get into the fituation in which it was 
fuppofed to lie. On the 23d, from obfervations on fe- 
vcral diftances of the fun and moon, we found ourfelves 
in the latitude of 55 deg. 25 min. S. and in 23 deg. 
22 min. E. longitude; and having run over the track 
in which the land was fuppofed to lie, without feeing 
any, we now was well allured the ice-iflands had de¬ 
ceived Mr. Bouvet ,* as at times they had deceived us. 
During the night the wind veered to N. W. which ena¬ 
bled us to ftecr more north ; for we had now laid afide 
all thoughts of fearching farther after the French dif- 
coverics, and were determined to diredl our courfe for 
the Cape of Good Hope, intending only by the way to 
look for the ifles of Denia, and Marfeveen, which by 
Dr. Halley are laid down in the latitude of 41 deg. 5 
min. and 4 deg. E.'^longitude from the meridian of the 
Cape of GoooHope. On Friday the 25 th, we fleered 
N. E. and were at noon In latitude 52 deg. J2 min. 
S. longitude 26 deg. 31 min. E. This day we faw the 
laft ice-ifland. 

On Wednefday, the firfl of March, we were in la¬ 
titude 46 deg. 44 min. S. and in 23 deg. 36 min. W. 
longitude; and we took notice, that the whole time the 
wind blew regular and conftant northerly, which in. 
eluded feveral days, the weather was always cloudy and 
very hazy; but as foon as it came fouth of weft, it 
cleared up. We alfo obferved, that the barometer be¬ 
gan to rife feveral days before this change happened. 
On the 3d, in the afternoon, w'e had intervals of clear 
w'eather, but at night the wind blew a heavy fquall 
from S. W. whereby feveral of our fails were fplit, and 
a* middle ftay-fail was wholly loft. Our latitude was 
45 deg, 8 min. S. longitude 30 deg. 50 min. E. On 
Wednefday, the 8th, the themiometer rofe to 61 deg. 
and we were obliged to put on lighter cloaths. We 
were now in latitude 41 deg. 30 min. S. longitude 26 
deg, 51 min. E. We had not yet feen any figns of 
land, but albatroftes, peterels, and other fea birds, 
were our daily vifitors. On the nth, the wind fhifted 
fuddenly from N. W. to S. W. which occafioned the 
mercury to fall as fuddenly from 62 to 52 deg. fo diffe¬ 
rent was the ftate of the air between a northerly and 
foutherly wind. Our latitude this day was 40 deg. 40 
min. S. longitude 23 deg. 47 min. E. 

On Sunday, the 12th, fome albatrolfes and peterels 
w'ere foot, which proved an acceptable treat. This 
day we were nearly in the fituation, in which the ifles of 
Denia and Marfeveen are faid to lie, and not the Icaft 
hope of finding them remained. On the 13th, we 
flood to N. N. W. and at noon, by obfervation, were 
in latitude 3 8 deg. 51 min. S. which w’as above thirty 
miles more than our log gave us; to what this diffe¬ 
rence was owing, we could not determine. The watch 
alfo foewed that wx had been fet to the eaft. At this 
time we wxre two degrees north of the parallel in 
which the ifles are laid down, but found not any en¬ 
couragement to perfevere in our endeavours to find 
them. This muft have confumed more time, we think, 
in a fruitlefs fearch; and every one, all having been 
confined a long time to ftale and fait provifi ,ns, was im¬ 
patient to get into port. We therefore, in compliance 
with the general wifo, refolved to make the bell of our 
way to the Cape of Good Hope, We were now in la¬ 
titude 38 deg. 38 min. S. and in 23 deg. 37 min. E. 
longitude. 

On Thurfday, the i6th, at day-break, we deferied 

4 


in the N. W. quarter, ftanding to the weftward^^ 

fail, one of which foewed Dutch colours, 
o’clock we flood to the w'eft alfo, and w’ere now in 
latitude of 35 deg. 9 min. S. and in longitude 22 
38 min. E. About this time, a quarrel arofe betw 
three officers, and the foip’s cooks, which w’as not^^^ 
conciled without ferious confequcnccs. Thofc 
gentlemen, upon fomc occafion or other, entered 
cook-room with naked knives, and with oaths, unb ^ 
coming their chara» 5 ler, fworc they would take 
the lives of the firft who dared to aftVont them. 
feems they had formerly met with fame rebuffs for ton 
much frequenting the cooks apartments, which had hi¬ 
therto paffed in joke; but now a regular complaint 
was laid before the captain, of their unwarrantable be¬ 
haviour, and of the danger the men were in of their 
lives; into which complaint the captain was under a 
neccffity of enquiring; and upon finding it juft, of 
confining the offenders in irons. While they were 
in this fituation, the articles of w ar being read, it was 
found that the offence w'as of fuch a nature as hardly 
to be determined without a reference to a court martial 
in order to which the two who appeared moft culpable^ 
were continued prifoners upon parole, and the third* 
was cleared. After this bufinefs had engroffed the Cap¬ 
tain’s attention, he called the foip’s crew together, and 
after recounting the particulars of the voyage, the 
hardfoips they had met with, the fatigues they had un¬ 
dergone, and the chearfulnefs they had conftantly fliewn 
in the difeharge of their duty, he gave them to imder- 
ftand, how much it would ftill more recommend them 
to the Lords of the Admiralty, if they would preferve 
a profound filence in the ports they had yet topafsand 
might enter, wdth regard to the courfes, the difeove- 
ries they had made, and every particular relative to 
this voyage; and likewife, after their return home, till 
they had their lordfoips permiffion to the contrary; re¬ 
quiring, at the fame time, all thofe officers who had 
kept journals to deliver them into his cuftody, to be 
fealed up, and not to be opened till delivered to their 
lordfoips at the proper office. In the interim they were 
to be locked up fafely in a cheft. This requeft was 
chearfully complied with by ever}' commiflioned of¬ 
ficer. 

On Friday, the T7th, we obferved at noon in the la¬ 
titude of 34 deg. 49 min. S. in the evening w'e faw 
land, about fix leagues diftant, in the direction of E. 
N. E. And there was a great fire or light upon it, 
throughout the firft part of the night. On the i8th, 
at day-break, we law, at the fame diftance, the land 
again, bearing N. N. W. At nine o’clock, wc fent out 
a boat to get up with one of the two foips before no¬ 
ticed ; we were fo defirous of hearing news, that we 
paid no attention to the diflance, though the foips were 
at lead tw'o leagues from us. Soon after we flood to 
the fouth, a breeze fpringing up at weft. At this 
time three more fail were feen to windward, one 
of which foew'ed Englifo colours. The boat returned 
at one o’clock P. M. and our people in it had been on 
board a Dutch Indiaman, coming home from Bengal; 
the fliip was the Bownkerk Polder, the Captain Cor¬ 
nelius B©fch. The captain very politely made us a 
tender of fugar, arrack, and of any thing that could 
be fpared out of the foip. By fome Englilh mariners 
on board her, our people were informed, that our con- 
fort had arrived at the Cape of Good Hope twelve 
months ago; adding, that a boat’s crew had beenmut' 
dered and eaten by the natives of New Zealand, fhis 
intelligence fufficiently explained the myfterious ac¬ 
counts we had received from our old friends, in Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound. 

On the 19th, at ten o’clock in the morning, the 
Englifli foip bore dowm to us. She was the True Bri¬ 
ton, Capt. Broadly, on her return from China. ^ 
letter to the fccretary of the Admiralty was cominitteo 
to the care of the captain, who generoufly fent us freih 
provifions, tea, and other articles. In the afternoon, 
the True Briton flood out to fea, and we in for land. 
At fix o^clock, we licked within five miles of the 
diftant, as wx conje<ftured, about fix leagues fr(^ 
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to the 

AquiUs. On the wen. ^ 

<>. and on the 2ilt, m E by E. diflanc ten 

„f/che cape To^. ^ anlred m Table 
® L The next morning 'vt ^ w.rtni:^ni'»v 
'"ffwith »a. in onr reckonmg, 

the : 

\st 


it was Wednefday 


-I I ^ r^poole here, Tuefday the 21U, 

ne dS Ty .onning to the eaft. In the 

,e having nations, anmng which 

bay ^Eaft Indiaman. from Ch.na bound 


^'as an 


'lo rTdmirfl'r'we feluted the garrifon 
drawings to the complmKiit was returned 

with thirteen 6“" • heard the deplorable ] 

„jth ’n^“Adventure's boat’s crew confirmed, with 
ftory of the At report, concerning the lofs of a 

,He addition « ^ ‘^‘^e fame itland. with the total de- 
P"'f„„‘or%e‘^eaptain andhis crew, propagated no 
thuaion ‘"a j ^nrurc's people, to render an aa ot 
doubt, by the Ad j, 

favage barbaii y, 3^^ which gave us full 

vation, ll'» nn<) ,natter, Capt. Furneaux had left 

fatisfacfion ‘’’“n he mentions the 

’r'“ 7 the bolt and ten of his men, in Queen Char- 

lofs ol the boa , place, 

'r„?c“oo\ accompiied by our gentlemen, waited 
Cipr. ton , K the Dutch Governor, by whom, 

onB^ro'^Etc S'* they were treated with the 

and Ins ^ ^l^jg pj^cg refrelhments of 


createft politencfs; and as: 
I •- J. «,iir hr nrocun 


All kind's may be procured in great abundance, we 
now after the numerous latigucs of a long voyage, c- 
’ rtaOr and enioy the fweets of repofe. It is a 
fSom here' for all thc^officers to refidc on llwre ; m 

cullom ne . the captain, the two Forfiers, 


compliance with which 

and Mr. S - 

well know 


and Mr. Sparnian took u’p their abode with Mr. Brandt, 
'1__ for his obhijmii readi- 


in 10 our countrymen lor his obliging 
nefs 10 ferve them. Our people on board were not ne- 
glcaedt aad being provided daily with frelh baked 
bread, frelh meat, greens, win^e. &c. they Jwn 
reftored to their ufual ftrength, and as foon forgot all 

mft hardlhips and dangers. . , Hp 

^ All hands were employed now to fupply all our de¬ 
ltas. Almoll every thing except rhe (landing rigging 
was 10 be replaced anew; and it is well known the 
charges here for naval (lores arc moft exorbitant; lor 
the Dutch both at the Cape and Batavia, take a (can- 
dalous advantage of the diftrels of foreigners. That 
oorcaiks, rigging, fails, &c. (liould be in a (liattered 
condition, is calily accounted lor. In circumnaviga¬ 
ting the globe, we mean, from leaving this place to 
our return to it again, wc had failed no lefs than lixty 
thoufand miles, equal nearly to three times the equa¬ 
torial circumference of the earth; but in all this run, 
which had been made in all latitudes, between 9 and 
71 deg. we fpruwg neither low-mads nor top-malt j nor 
broke fo much as a lower, or top-mall (lirowd. At 
the Cape, the curiofity of all nations was excited, to 
Jearn the fiiccefs of our difcovcrics, and in proportion 
to the earneftnefs of the folicitations, wherewith the 
common men were prcired, by foreign inquifitors, they 
took care to gratify them with wonderful relations. 
Hence many Ilrangc (lories were circulated abroad, be¬ 
fore it was known by the people at large at home, whe¬ 
ther the Refolution had peridicd at fea, or was upon her 
return to Europe. During our (lay here fcveral foreign 
(hips put in and went out, bound to and Irom India, 
namely, EnglilEi, French, Danes, and three Span.(h 
((nps, higates, two going to, and one returning Irom 
Manilla. \Vc believe it is but lately, that (hips of this 
nation have touched here; and ihefe were the fii ft to 
whom were allowed the fame privileges as other Euro¬ 
pean llaics. We now loft no time in putting all 
things in readinefs to complete our voyage; but we 
Were obliged to unhang our rudder, and were alfo dc- 
hyed for want of caulkers; and it was abfolutely ne- 
cclTary to caulk the ftiip before we put to fea. 

On Wednefday, the a6th of April, this work was 
finilhed, and having got on board a frefli fupply of 
provifions, and all ncccfl'ary (lores, we took leave of the 

Xo. i > 


governor, and his principal* ofikers. On the 27th, wc 
went on board, and foon after, the w'ind corning fair, 
we weighed, and put to fea. When under fail, we fa- 
luted the garrifon, as is cuftomary, and they returned 
the compliment. When clear of the bay w-e parted 
company with fome of the (hips who failed out with 
us: the Danifti (hip (leered for the Eaft-Indies, the Spa- 
nifti frigate, Juno, for Europe, and we and rhe, Dutton 
Indiaman, for St. Helena. Depending on the goodnefs 
of Mr. Kendal’s watch, we determined to attempt to 
make the illand by a direct courfe. The wind, in ge¬ 
neral, blew faint all the palTage, which made it longer 
than common. 

On Mond.ay the i c;th of May, at day-break, wc faw 
the ifland, diftant fourteen leagues, and anchored at 
midnight, before the town, on the N. W. (ide of the 
illand. Governor Skettowe, and the gentlemen of the 
ifland, treated us,' while wc continued here, with the 
greateft courtefy. In our narrative of Capt. Cook’s 
former voyage, we have given a full defeription of this 
iftund ; to which we (ball only add, that the inhabi¬ 
tants are far from .cxcrciling a wanton cruelty towards 
their flaves. We are informed alfo, that wheel carri¬ 
ages, and porters knots have been in ufe among them 
for many years. Within thefe three years a new church 
has been built; fome other new buildingsare eretfting, 
a commodious landing place (or boats has been made, 
and other improvements, which add both ftrength 
and beauty to the place. Flerc wc finiflicd fome nccc(- 
fary repairs, which wc had not time to complete du¬ 
ring our Hay at the Cape. Our empty water calks were 
alfo filled, and the (hip's company had frelb beef, at 
five-pence per pound. This article of relrelhment is 
exceeding good, and the only one to be procured, 
worth mentioning. On the 21 (I, in the evening, wc 
took leave of the governor, and then repaired on 
board. The Dutton Indiaman, in company with us, 
was ordered not to fall in with Afcenlion, for which we 
(leered, on account of an illicit trade, carried on be¬ 
tween the Company’s (hips, and fome veffels from 
North America; who, of late years, had vifited the 
iftand, on pretence of fiftiing, when their real defign was 
to wait the coming of the India (hips. The Dutton was 
therefore ordered to fleer N. W. by W.or N. W. till 
to the northward of Afeenfion. With this fliip we 
I were in company till the 24th, when we parted. A 
packet for the Admiralty was put on board, and (he 
continued her courfe N. W. On Sunday, the 28th, we 
made the ifland of Afeenfion, and on the evening an¬ 
chored in Crofs Bay, on the N. W. fide, half a mile 
from the fhore, in ten fathoms water. The Crofs-hill, 
fo called on account of a flag ftaft' ereifted upon it in 
form of a crofs, bore S. 38 deg. E. and rhe two extreme 
points of the bay extended from N. E. to S. W. We 
had feveral filhing parties out every night, and got 
about twenty-four turtle weighing between four and 
five hundred weight each. This was our principal ob- 
jetl, though we might have had a plentiful fupply of 
fiih in general. We have no where feen old wives in 
fuch abundance; alfo cavalics, conger eels, and various 
other forts. 

This iftand lies in the dircdlion N. W. and S. E. and 
is ten miles broad, and five or fix long. Its furface is 
very barren, and fcarcely produces a llirub, plant, or 
any kind of vegetation, in the fpacc of many miles; 
inllead of which wc faw only Hones and fand, or rather 
flags and allies : hence from the general appearance of 
the face of this iftand, it is more than probable, that, 
at fome time, of which wc have no account, it has 
been deftroyed by a volcano. We met with in our cx- 
curfions a fmooth even furface in the intervals between 
the heaps of ftoncs ; but as one of our people obferved, 
you may aseafily walk over broken glafs bottles as over 
the ftones; for if you flip, or make a falfe ftep, you 
arc fure to be cut or lamed. At the S. E. end of the 
ifte is a high mountain, which feems to have been left 
in its original (late; for it is covered with a kind of 
white marl, producing puiftain, fpurge, and one or two 
forts of grafs. On thefe the goats feed, which are to 
3 C bQ 
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be found in this part of the ifle. Here are good land I ] peaked hills bearings. W 

crabs, and the fea abounds with turtle from January to foucherly. Ihis road, or, (as Ulloa tern)s if\ h* k 

June. They always come on fhore to lay their eggs in is very lecurc for Ihipping, being Ihdrcred 

the night, when they are caught by turning them on 11 fouth and eaft winds. A mariner in ourflr^^^ 
their backs, in which pofition they are left on the beach 1 been aboard a Outch Eaft Indiaman, who, on 
till the next morning when the turtle-catchers fetch ofhercfew being lickly, and in want of refrdi^^°^“^ 
them away. We are inclined to think, that the turtles put into this ille. By him we were inforniccl 
come to this illand merely for the purpofe of laying Portuguefe fupplied them with fome buffaloes 

their eggs, as we found none but females; nor had that they got their water behind one of the be* 

thofe we caught any food in their ftomachs. We faw 11 from a fmall pool, fcarcely big enough to ^ 
alfo near this place abundance of aquatic birds, fuch as bucket in. ‘P a 

tropic birds, men of war, boobies, &c. On the N. E, 11 On Sunday, the 11 th of June, at three o’clock P 
fide we found the remains of a wreck; fhe feemed to in longitude 32 deg. 14 min. wecrofTcd the line, vv 

have been a vcflcl of one hundred and fifty tons bur- had Iqually weather from the E. S. E. with llioive 

then. We were informed, that there is a fine fpring in rain, which contintred, at times, till the i2ih, 

a valley between two hills, on the top of the mountain the 13th the wind became variable. At noonwewer 

above-mentioned; befides great quantities of frefh the latitude of 3 deg. 49 min. N. and in 31 deg 

water in holes in the rocks. While the Rcfolution lay min. W. longitude. VVe had now for inoll^rt 

in the road, a floop belonging to New-York anchored day, dark, gloomy weather, till thccvcningoi thertt 
by her. She had been to the^oafl of Guinea with ^ which time we were in latitude 5 deg. 4-7 niin^w' 

cargo of goods, and came here under a pretence to take 11 and in 31 deg. W. longitude. Alter this wc h i 
in turtle; but her real intention was, we believe, to 11 three fucccfllve calm days, in which we had lair 
traffic with the officers of our homeward bound Eaft- 11 t her and rains alternately ; and fomecimes chelkv\v^* 
Indiamen ; for flte had lain here near a week, and had 11 obfeured by denfe clouds, which broke in very heav* 
got on board twenty turtle; whereas a floop from Ber- 11 Ihowers of rain. On Sunday, the 18th, wc Itadl 
muda, had failed but a few days before, with one hun- I breeze at eaft, which fixed at N. £. and wc ftrcichcd 
dred and five on board, which were as many as fbe jj to N. W. As we advanced to the north, the gale in. 
could take in ; but Having turned feveral more on dif- 11 creafed. On Wednefday, the 21ft, Capt. Cookor- 
ferent beaches, they inhumanly ripped open their bel- I dered the ftill to be fet to work, with a view of niakinc 
lies, for the fake of the eggs, and left the carcafes to the greateft quantity poflible of frelh w^ater. To try 
putrify. The centre ofthis ifland of Afeenfion is fitua- this experiment, the Itill was fitted to the largcft cop- 
ted in the latitude of 8 deg. S. and 14 deg. 28 min. 30 per w-e had, which held about fixty-four gallons of hit 

o'clock, A. M. the fire Vas lighted 

On Wednefday, the 31ft of May, w'e departed from and at fix the Hill began to run. The operation was 
the ifland of Al'ccnflon, and ftecred, with a fine gale 11 continued till fix in the evening: at which time wchad 
at S. E. by E. for that of f'ernando de Norhonha,on the 11 obtained thirty-two gallons of frefli water, and con- 
coaft of Bralil, in order to determine its longitude. In I fumed one biifliel and a half of coals. A*t noon, the 
our paftage for this place we had very good weather, I mercury in the thermometer was cighty-four and a 
and fine mnon-light nights, which afforded us many half; as high as it is generally found to rife at fca. 
opportunities of making lunar obfervations. On the Had it been lower more water would have been pro. 

9th of June we made the ifland, which had the ap- cured; for it is well known, that the colder the air is, 

pearance of feveral detached hills; the largeftof which the cooler the ftill may be kept, whereby the fleam will- 
very much refembled the fteeple of a church. As we bccondenfed fafter. This invention, upon the whole, 

advanced, and drew near it, wc found the fea broke in is a ufeful one, but it would not be prudent for a navi- 


I ^ I -I -- - ^ M 11 wvr nwiv vviixjiiy LU ILJ lUi LHUU^U^ WUIl UlCUU Ul 

league from the lliore. Wc now hoifted Englilh co- fuel, and good coppers, as much water may be ob- 
lours, and bore up round the north end of the ifle, tained, as w ill be nccelTary to fupport lile, yatheut. 
■vvhichisagroupofhttleinots; forweperceived plainly, moll efforts that can be employed in this work, will 
that the land was iinconnedlcd. and divided hv narrnvf II not nmniiv-a r..__ i_i.i, in 
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./min. N. and in 36 deg. 45 min. W. longitude, when 

deferied a fad Iteci ing to the well; and on the uth^ 
" in fiffht of ihrec more. 

" onThurfday, the 13th, we made the ifle of Fayal 
and on the 14th, at day-break, we entered the bay of 
De Horta, and at eight o'clock anchored in twenty fa¬ 
thoms water, about half a mile from the fliore. Our 
delium in touching at this place, was to make obferva- 
tiont from whence might be determined with accii- 
tacy the longitude of eIk Azores. We were direded 
by the mafler of the port, who came on board before 
wc caft anchor, to nfioor N. E. and S. W. in this llation, 
the S. W. point of the bay-bore S. i6 deg. W. and theN. 
£ point, M. 33 deg. E. The church at the N. E. end 
of the town N. 38 degrees W. the weft point of Sc, 
George’s ifland N. 42 deg. E. diftant eight leagues 1 
and the ifle of Pico extending from N. 74 deg. E. to 
S. 46 deg. E. diftant five miles. In the bay wc found 
the Pourvoyer, a large French frigate, an American 
floop, and a brig belonging to Fayal. On the 14th, 
the captain fent to the Englifti conful, and notified our 
arrival to the governor, begging his permiOion to grant 
Mr. Wales an opportunity to make his obfervations on 
fliore. This was readily granted, and Mr. Dent, who 
aded as conful, in the abfence of Mr. Gathorne, 
not only procured this permiflion, but accommodated 
Mr. Wales with a convenient place in his garden, to fet 
up hisinftruments; and in feveral other particulars, this 
gentleman difeovered a friendly readinefs to oblige us: 
even his houfe was always at our command, both night 
and day; and the entertainment wc met with there was 
liberal and hofpicablc. All the time we ftaid at this 
place, the crew of our fliip werefupplied with plenty 
of frefli beef, and wc purchafed about fifty tons of 
witcr, at the rate of about three fliillings per ton. To 
hire lliore boats is the moft general cuftom here, chough 
Ihips arc allowed, if they prefer many inconvenicncies 
to a trifling cxpence, to water with their own boats. 
Frcfh provifions may be got, and hogs, Ihcep, and 
poultry, for fea^ftock, at rcafonablc races. The flieep 
are not only fmall, they arc alfo very poor; but the 
bullocks and hogs are exceeding good. Here is plenty 
of wine to be had. 

Before we proceed with our own obfervations, made 
during our abode at Fayal, it may be agreeable to our 
readers, to give them a brief account and defeription of 
all the Azores, or Weftern Iflands. Thcfe have by 
different geographers, been varioufly deemed parts of 
America, Africa, and Europe, as they are almoft in a 
central point : but we apprehend they may with more 
propriety be confidcred as belonging to the latter. 

I hey are a group of iflands, lituateJ in the Atlantic 
ocean, between twenty-five and thirty-two degrees of 
and between thirty.feven and forty 
north latitude, nine hundred miles weft of Portugal, 
und as many eaft of Newfoundland. They are nine in 
«un«bcr, viz. St. Maria, St. Miguel, or St. Michael, 
Corvo Graciola, Fayal, Pico, Flores, and 

T hefe iflands were firft difeovered by fome Flemifli 
nps in 1439, ^i^d afterwards by the Porcuguefe in 
447, to whom they now belong. The two wcftcr- 
da^ named Flores and Corvo, from the abun- 

° crows on the other, 

uh/? ^ fubjccft to a governor-general, 

of ‘n Tereeira, which is alfo the feat 

Thp ^ 1 ^* whofe diocefc extends over all thcAzorcs. 
amni.latter, which is paid in wheat. 

On hundred pounds llerling a year, 

ihc deputy-governor, who direds 

is at j revenue; and a juiz, or judge, 

J^nanoe I from whom lies 

Outlie / "'Sl'*^‘rcouit at Tercciia, and from thence 
iflandcLifbon. The natives of ihefe 
t^^^^^^’dtobcvcryliti^^ 
t^ircunife*^^^ ‘ largvft. is one hundred miles in 
inhabitan^*^^^* twenty-nine thoufand 

^liicf touIcitilc in wlicac and flax. Its 

ravaifcd ^<^1 Gado. This ifland was tw ice 

y tile Englifii in the time of queen Elizabeth. 


Tereeira, is reckoned the chief ifland, on account of 
Its having the befl: harbour; and its chief town, named 
Angra, being the refidence of the governor-general and 
the bifliop. The towivcontains a cathedral, five other 
churches, eight convents, feveral courts of offices, &C; 
and is defended by two forts. 

The ifland of Pico, fo called from a mountain of 
vaft height, produces excellent wine, cedar, and 
a valuable wood, called leixos. On the fouth of 
the ifland is the principal harbour, called Villa das 
Eagens. 

1 he inhabitants of Flores having been many ye^irs 
ago infeiffed with the venerea) tlifcafc, by the crew of a 
Spaniflj man of war, that w'as wrecked upon their coaft, 
the evil, it is laid, ftill maintains its ground there, none 
of the inhabitants being free from it, as in Peru, and 
feme parts of Siberia. 

Travellers relate, that no poifonous or venomous ani¬ 
mal is to be found in the Azores, and that if carried 
thither, it will expire in a few hours. One tenth of 
all their productions belong to the king, and the arti¬ 
cle of tobacco brings in a confiderable fum. The wine, 
called Fayal wine, is chiefly raifed in the ifland of Pico, 
which lies oppofite to Fayal. From eighteen to twenty 
thoufand pipes of that wine are made there yearly. All 
of thefc iflands enjoy a falubrious air, but are expofed 
to violent earthquakes, from which they have frequently 
fuffered. - 

Villa de Horra, the chief town in Fayal, like all the 
, towns belonging to the Portuguefe, is crowded with 
religious buildings; there being no ’efs, in this little 
city, than three convents for men, and two for women. 
Here arealfo eight churches, including thofe belonging 
to the convents, and that in the Jefuits college. 'I his 
college is a noble flructure, and feated on an elevation, 
in the pleafantefl part of the city. Since the expulfion 
of that order it has been fuffered to go to decay, 
and, in a few years, by the allconfuming hand of time, 
may be reduced to a heap of ruins. The principal 
produce of Fayal is wheat and Indian corn, with w hich 
the inhabitants fupply Pico, which, in return, fends 
them wine, more than fufficient for their confumption, 
great quantities being annually (hipped from De Horta, 
(for at Pico there is no road for Ihipping) for America, 
whence it has obtained the name of Fayal wine. The 
Villa de Horta is lituated in the bottom of a bay, clofe 
to the edge of the fca. It is defended by two caflics, 
one at each end of the tow n, and a flone work, extend¬ 
ing along the fea-lhorc, from the one to the other. But 
thefe w'orks ferve more for Ihew than defence; but it is 
a pity they Ihould be fuffered to run to decay ; feeing 
they heighten greatly the profpeci of the city, which 
is very beautiful from the road ; but, fetting afide the 
religious houfesand churches, we faw not another edi¬ 
fice, that has any thing, either w ithin or without, to re¬ 
commend it. It is not the cuflom, in thefe parts, among 
the Portuguefe or Spaniards, to have glafs windows, 
but in this town the churches, and a country-houfe, 
lately belonging to the Englilfi conful, have their win¬ 
dows glafed : all others are latticed, which gave them 
in our eyes, the appearance of prifons. Before thi.s 
Vifla, at the eaft end of the ifland, is the bay or road 
of Fayal, which faces the weft end of Pico. It is a 
fcrni-ciicic about two miles in diameter; and its depth, 
or femi-diamerer, is three-fourths of a mile. The bot¬ 
tom is fandy, and the depth of water f rom fix to twenty 
fathoms; but, near the (hore, particularly at the S. W. 
head, the bottom is rocky ; aa it alfo is without the 
line that conneds the two points of the bay; on which 
account it is not fafe to anchor too far our. The bear¬ 
ings which we have laid down, when moored in this 
road, are fufficient to ciirc<fl any ftcerfman to the be ft 
ground. The winds to which this road lies moft cx- 
poled are thofe that blow from between the S. S. W, 
and S. E. but as you canalw'ays get to fca with the lat¬ 
ter, this is not fo dangerous as the former; and wc were 
told, there is a fmall cove round the S. W. point, called 
Porto Picre, where fmall veffcls are heaved dow-n, and 
wherein a ftiip may lay tolerably fafe. Upon the whole, 
we by no means think this road of Fayal a bad one. We 
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were informed, by a Portuguefe captain of the fo ow¬ 
ing particulars, which, if true, are not unworthy or 
notice. However, his account may be attended to by 

captainsof (hips, though not entirely relied on. This 

Portuguefe told us, that in the diredtion of S. b. about 
half a league from the road, and in a line between that 
and the fouth fide of Pico, lies a concealed funken 
rock, covered with twenty-two fathom water, and on 
which the fea breaks from the fouth. He alfo gave us 
to undcrfland, that of all the fhoals about thele illes 
that are laid down in our charts, and pilot books, only 
one has any exigence, which lies between the iflands ot 
St. Mary and St. Michael, called Hormingan. He 
further informed us, that the diftance between Faya 
and the iHand of Flores, is forty-five leagues ; and that 
there runs a ftrong tide between Fayal and Pico, the noo 

fetting to the N. E. and the ebb to the S. W. but out at 
fea, the diredfion is E. and W. By various obfervations, 
the true longitude of this bay was found to be 28 deg. 

39 min. 18 fee. and an half. . 

On Wednerday,the 19th, at four o’clock, A. M. we 
failed out of the bay, and ficcred for the weft end of 
Sr. George's ifiand. Having pa fled this, we (haped 
ourcourfe E. half S. for the ifland of Tercelra ; and 
after a run of fourteen leagues, we found ourfelves not 
more than one league from the weft end. We now 
proceeded as expeditioufly as the wind would permit, 
for England; and on Saturday, the 29th, we made the 
land near Plymouth. On the following day, the 30th, we 
calf anchor at Spithead, when Capt. Cook, in com¬ 
pany with MefTrs. Wales, Forflers, and Hodges, landed 
at Portfmouth, and from thence fet out for London. 
The whole time of our abfcncc from England was three 
years and eighteen days ; and, owing to the unbounded 
goodnefs of an Almighty Preferver, who indulgently 
favoured our attempt, and feconded our endeavours, 
notwithflanding the various changes ol climates (and 
they were as various as can be experienced) we loll only 
one man by ficknefs, and three by other caufes. Even 
the Angle circumflance of keeping the (hip’s company 
in health, by means of the grcatelx care and attention, 
will make this voyage remarkable, in the opinion of 
every humane perfon; and we truft the grand end of 
this expedition, and the purpofes for which we were 
fent into the fouthern hemifphcre, were diligently and 
fuERciently purfued. The Refolution made the circuit 
of the fouthern ocean, in a high latitude, and Capt. 
Cook traverfed it in fuch a manner, as to leave no room 
fora mere pofTibility of there being a continent, unlefs 
near the pole, and confequently out of the reach of na¬ 
vigation. However, by having twice explored the 
tropical fea, the lituation of old difeoveries were de¬ 
termined, and a number of new ones made; fo that, 
we flatter ourfelves, upon the whole, the intention of 
the voyage has, though not in every refpedl, yet upon 
the whole, been fufficiently anfwered ; and by having 
explored fo minutely the fouthern hemifphere, a final 
end may, perhaps, be put to fcarching after a conti¬ 
nent, in that part of the globe, which has of late 
years, and, indeed, at times, for the two lafl: centu¬ 
ries, engroffed the attention of fomc of the maritime 
powers, and been a favourite theory among gcogra- 
phers of all ages. The probability of there being a 
continent, or large track of land, near the Pole, has 
been already granted ; and we may have feen part of 
it. The extreme cold, the numberlefs iflands, and 
the vafl: floats of ice, give flrength to this conjecture, 
and all tend to prove, that there muft be main land to 
the fouth ; but, that this mufl: extend farthefl to the 
north, oppofite to the fouthern Atlantic and Indian 
oceans, we have already afligned fevcral reafons ; of 
which one is, the greater degree of cold in thefe feas 
than in the fouthern Pacific Ocean, under the fame 
parallels of latitude; for in this lafl ocean, the mercury 
in the thermometer, feldom fell fo low as the freezing 
point, till wc were in latitude 60 deg. and up¬ 
wards ; w'hereas, in the other oceans, it fell as low iii 
the latitude of 54 deg. the caufe whereof we attributed 
to a greater quantity of ice, which extended farther 
north in the Atlantic and Indian oceans, than in the 


fouth Pacific Sea; and fuppofing the ice to be firft 
formed at, or near land, of which we are fully 
fuaded, it will be an undeniable confcquencc, thauhe 
land extends farther north. Put what benefit can ac¬ 
crue from lands thus fituated, fliould they be difeo. 
vered ? lands doomed to eycrlafling frigidnefs; and 
whofe horrible and favage afpeft no language or words 
can deferibe. Will any one venture farther in fcarch 
after fuch a country, than our brave and (kilful com, 
mander has done ? Let him proceed, and may the God 
of univerfal raturc be his guide. W’e heartily wilhhim 
fuccefs, nor will we envy him the honour of hisdif. 
covery. In behalf of ourfelves, the Editors who have 
the honour of fubmittingto the judgment of the pub¬ 
lic, this New, and Complete Hiftory of Captain Cook’s 
Second Voyage, we mufl: not fay much, as by that 
judgment wc tland or fall: thus much, however, we 
will venture to fay, that this narrative is not defciilive 
in point of intelligence, that the fa(?ls are true, and 
that the whole is expreffed in an eafy flilc, which, wc 
flatter ourfelves will not be difplcafing to our numerous 
friends, whofe favours we here take the opportunity of 
gratefully acknowledging. It has been obferved, that 
the principal officers ot the Refolution delivered their 
journals into the cuflody of Captain Cook; and, on his 
arrival in England, Captain Furneaux alfo put into his 
hands a narrative of what happened ;n ihe Adventure 
after her final feparation from the Refolution. flupit 
is here neceffary to remark further, that fome officers, 
in both fhips, referved their private journals, and cer¬ 
tain ingenious memorials, to gratify the curiofity of their 
friends. From fuch materials thefe fhccts are compo^ 
fed ; nor have wc had recourfc to any printed authori¬ 
ties, but from the foIc view of corroding errors in fome 
places, and rendering this undertaking, a full, compre- 
henfive, and perfed work. This premifcd, wc ihall 
now lay before our readers,a complete narrative ofCapr. 
Furneaux's proceedings in the Adventure ; to which we 
fhall fubjoin the improvements that have been made, 
refpeding the means of prefervingthe health of ourfea- 
men, and particularly thofe that were ufed by Capt. 
Cook in his voyages; and to thefe we fliall add, a table 
of the language of the natives of the Society Ifles, with 
an explanation of their meaning in Englifh, &:c. See. 


A new, accurate, concife, and complete Account of 
C.\PT. FURNEAUX’S proceedings in the Adven¬ 
ture, from the time he was feparated from the lU- 
soLUTioN, to his arrival in England; wherein is 
comprifed a faithful relation refpeding the boats 
crew, who were murdered, and eaten by the Can* 
nibals. of Queen Charlotte’s Sound in New 
Zealand. 

A T> IN Odober w'c made the coafl: of New 

^ 773 * Zealand, after a paflage of fourteen da)'S, 
from Amfterdam, and flood along fhore till we 
Cape Turnagain, when a heavy florm blew us on the 
coatl for three days fucceflively, in w hich time we utre 
feparated from our conforr, the Refolution, and bw 
her not aftcrwmrds, in the courfe of her voyage. ^ 
Thurfday, the 4th of November, we regained t.c 
fhore, near to Cape Pallifcr. Some ol the 
brought us in their canoes abundance oferay-ftm^ 

fruit; which they exchanged for our Otaheite clo » 
nails, &c. On the 5th, the florm again returned, 
we were driven off the fhore a fecond time by a vio¬ 
lent gale of wind, accompanied w'iih heavy f'lb 
fleet, which lafled two days*, fo that by this thne 0^^ 
decks began to leak, our beds and bedding were 
which gave many of our people colds; and 
were mod of us complaining, and all began to y 
of ever getting into the found, or, which wc j 
at heart, of joining the Refolution. ‘ 

the florm till Saturday, the 6th, when, being 

north of the Cape, and having a hard gale from 

we bore away for fome bay, in order to compl<^^^ 
wood and water, of both which articles vve 
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, want For fome days part we had been 
fent, *" f.''”' ce of 

nr feven days more would deprive i|s even 
thought fix Of On Tuefday, the.9th, in lati- 

ofthat fcantyp ^ ,^g j^.g m,,,. R. 

tudejS abreaftofTolana bay. and m the 

hingitude, fathoms water, ftiff, muddy 

fotenoonanch lays acrofs the bay for about two miles, 
ground, wnicn / TsJ. E. to E. S. E. nevci- 

Thisharbou^^ ^ vveftcrly wind ; 

‘‘’fhere are regular® foundings from five to twelve ta- 
Woodland water are cafily procured, except 
' the winds blow hard eafterly, and then, at fuch 
which are but feldom. they throw in a great 
r"" The natives about this bay are the fame as thofe 
f hueen Charlotte's Sound, but more numerous, and 
^ ATiilar olantations ol fweet potatoes, and other 
'ir ®T e;&entyoffi,b o/^all forts, which we 

rOOl-®* . i . 1. 1_/»r•r^ rrit1f»-< 


""rrhafed with nails, beads, and other trifles. In one 
Pf^heir canoes, we faw the head of a woman lying in 
ftr e adorned with feathers, and other ornaments. It 
W all the appearance of life, but, upon a nearer view 
we found it had been dried; yet. every feature was m 
due Prefervation and perfeA. We judged it to have 
ban the head of fome deceafed relative, kept as a relic. 

It was at an ifland in this bay, where the Endeavour s 
Lple obferved the largeft canoe they met with during 
iheir whole voyage. It was, according to account, no 
kfs than fixty-cight feet and a halt long, five broad, 
and three feet fix inches high : it had a Hiarp bottoro, 
confiding of three trunks of trees hollowed, ot which 
that in the middle was longeft : the fide planks were 
fixty-cwo feet long, in one piece, and were ornamented 
with carvings, not unlike fillagrec work, in fpirals 
of very curious workmanlhip, the extremities whereof 
were clofed with a figure that formed the head of the 
yclTel, in which were two monftrous eyes of mother of 
pearl, and a large (baped tongue; and, as it defeended, 
it ftill retained the figure of a monficr, with hands and 
feet carved upon it very neatly, and painced red., It 
had alfo a high peaked ftern, wrought in fillagree, and 
adorned with feathers, from the top of which two long 
ilrcamers depended, made of the fame materials, which 
almoll reached the water. From this defeription we 
might be tempted to fuppofc, thefe canoes to be the 
veuels, and this to be the country, lying to the fouth, 
of which Quiros received intelligence at Taumaio ; 
and where Toabia faid they ate men, and had fuch 
large Clips as he could not deferibe. On Friday, the 
I2th, having taken aboard ten tons of water, and 
fome wood, we fet fad for the Sound; but we were 
fcarcely out when the wind began to blow' dead hard on 
the fliore, fo that, not being able to clear the land, on 
cither tack, we were obliged to return to the bay, where 
we arrived the next morning, the 13th; and, having 
anchored, we rode out a heavy gale ot wind, at E» by S. 
attended with a very great fca. We now began to fear 
the weather had put it out of our power to join our con- 
fort, having reafon to believe the was in Charlotte 
^und, the appointed place of rendezvous, and by chi 
time ready for fea. Parc of the crew were now employed 
in (lopping leaks, and repairing our rigging, which was 
in a mofl fhattered condition. 

On the 14th and 15th, we hoi fled out our boats, and 
fent them to incrcafc our (lock of wood and water; but 
on the lart day the furf rofe fo high, that they could not 
make the land. On Tuefday, the i6th, having made 
the (hip as fnug as polTible, we unmoorc4 at three 
0clock, A. M. and before fix got under way. From 
this time, to the twenty-eighth, we had nothing but 
tempeftnous weather, in which our rigging was almoll 
blown to pieces, and our men quite wore down with fa- 
^'goe. On Monday, the a9th, our water being nearly 
expended, we were again reduced to the fcanty allow¬ 
ance of a quart a man per diem. We continued beat 
*ng backward and forward till the 30th, when the wea¬ 
ther became more moderate; and having got a favour¬ 
able wind, we were fo happy at lafl as to gain with 
alety our dcfired port. After getting througli Cook’s 
traits, we call anchor at three o’clock, r- M. in 
Np. 23, 


Queen Charlotte’s Sound. We faw nothing of the Re- 
fglutipn, and.,,^:^*gan, ,tp doubt her fafety;. but, upon 
having landed, we dil'cpyered the place w’herc fhchad 
pitched her tents; and, upon further examination, on 
an old (lump ofa tree, we read thefe words, cut our, 

‘ Look unvlcrneath.” We complied infiantly with 
hefc inftruiftions, and, digging, loon found a bottle, 
corked and waxed down, wherein was a letter from 
Capr. Cook, informing us of their arrival at this place, 
on the third indant, and their departure on the 24ih, and 
that they intended (pending a few days in the entrance 
of the Straits, to look for us. We imincdiately fet 
about tlie needfary rejjairsof the (hip, with an intention 
of getting her to fea as fewn as poffiblc. On the ifi of 
December, the tents were carried on (liore, the armour-? 
er’s forge put up., and every preparation made for the 
recovery of the lick. Tlic coopers were difpatched on 
fliore, to mend t;hc calks, and we began to unflow the 
hold to get at the bread j but, upon opening the calks 
w'e found a great quantity of it entirely ipoiled, and 
mod part fo damaged, that wc were obliged to bake it 
over again, w hich unavoidably delayed us fome time. 
At intervals, during our flay here, the natives came on 
board as ufual, with great familiarity. They generally 
brought filh, or whatever thpy had, to barter with us, 
and feemed to behave with great civility; though 
twice, in one night, they came to the tents, wnth an in¬ 
tention of dealing, but were difeovered before they had 
accomplifhed their defign. A party alfo came down in 
the night of the 13th, and robbed ‘the aftronomer’s 
tent of every thing they could carry away. This they 
did fo quietly, that they were not fo much as heard, or 
fufpeded, till the aftronomcr getting up to make an 
obfervation, mi fled his inftruments, and charged the 
ccntinel with the robbery. This brought on a pretty 
fevere altercation, during which they fpied an Indian 
creeping from the tent, at whom Mr. Bailey fired, anef 
wounded him; neverthclefs he made a fhift to retreat 
into the woods. The report of the gun had alarmed 
bis confederates, who, inflead of putting off from the 
(bore, fled into the woods, leaving their canoe, with 
mofl of the things that had been (lolen, a-ground on the 
beach. This petty larceny, it is probable, laid the foun¬ 
dation of chat dreadful cataftophre whieh foon after 
happened. 

On Friday, the 17th,at which time we were preparing 
for our departure, we fent out our large cutter, manned 
with 7 feamen, under the command of Mr.John Rowe, 
the firfl mate, accompanied by Mr. Woodhoufc, mid- 
fhipinan, and James Tobias Swilley, the carpenter’s 
fervant. They were to proceed up the Sound to Grafs 
Cove, to gather greens and celery for the fhip’s com¬ 
pany, with orders to return that evening; for the tents 
had been (Iruck at two in the afternoon, and the (hip 
made ready for failing the next day. Night coming on, 
and no cutter appearing, the captain and others began 
to cxprels great uncalinefs. They fat up all night, in 
expedlation of their arrival, but to no purpofe. At 
djiy-break;, therefore, the Captain ordered the launch 
to be hoifted out. She was double manned, and under 
the command of our fecond lieutenant, Mr. Btirney, 
accompanied by Mr. Freeman, mafter, the corporal of 
marines, with five private men, all w'eil armed, and hav-^ 
ing plenty of amrnunition, two wall pieces, and three 
days provilion. They were ordered firfl to look into 
Ealf Bay, then to proceed to Grafs Cove, and, if nothing 
was to be feen or heard of the cutter there, they were 
to go further up the Cove, and return by the wefl (here. 
Mr. Row having left the fliip an hour before the time 
pr.opofed for his departure, we thought his curiofity 
might have carried him into Eaft Bay, none of our peo¬ 
ple having ever been there, or that fome accident might 
have happened to the boat; for not the lead fufpicion 
was entertained of the natives, our boats having been 
higher up, and wprfe provided. Mr. Burney returned 
about eleven o’clock the fame night, and gave us a 
pointed defeription of a mofl horrible feene indeed I 
the fubrtance, and every material pairicular of whofe 
report, arc contained in the following rclaticn, which 
includes the remarks of thofe who attended Mr. Burney, 
3 ^ 
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Capt. COOK’S V O Y A G E S COMPLETE. 


On Saturday, the i8th, puiTuant to our orders, we 
left the fliip, about nine o’clock in the morningi Hav- 
ing a light breeze in our favour, we foon got round 
Long Ifland and Long Point. We continued failing 
and rowing for Ead Bay, keeping clofe in fliore, and 
examining with our glafTes every cove on the lar¬ 
board fide, till near two o’clock in the afternoon, at 
which time we Bopped at a beach on our left, going 
up Eaft Bay, to drefs our dinner. While we were 
choking we faw an Indian on the oppofite Ihore, run¬ 
ning along a beach to the head of the bay ; and when 
our meat was juft done, wc perceived a company of 
the natives, feemingly very bufy; upon feeing which, 
we got immediately into the boat, put off, and rowed 
quickly to the place where the favages were affembled, 
which was at the head of this reach j and here, while 
approaching, we difeerned one of their fettlements 
As we drew near fome of the Indians came down upon 
the rocks, and waved for us to depart; but perceiving 
we difregarded them, they altered their gefturcs, ancl 
wild notes. At this place wc obferved fix large canoes 
hauled upon the beach, moft of them being double 
ones; but the number of people were in proportion 
neither to the fize of thefe canoes, nor the number of 
houfes. Our little company, confiding of the cor¬ 
poral, and his five marines, headed by Mr. Burney, 
now landed, leaving the boat’s crew to guard it. Upon 
our approach the natives fled with great precipitation. 
We followed them clofely to a little town, which we 
found deferted ; but while we were employed in fearch- 
ing their huts, the natives returned, making a Ihew of 
refiftance; but fome trifling prefents being made to 
their chiefs, they were very foon appeafed. However, 
on dur return to the boat, the favages again followed 
us, and fome of them threw ftones. As we came down 
to the beach, one of the Indians had brought a bundle 
•of Hepatoos, or long fpcars, but feeing Mr. Burney 
looked very earneftly at him, he walked about with 
feeming unconcern. Some of his companions appear¬ 
ing to be terrified, a few trifles were given to each of 
them. From the place where we now landed, the bay 
feemed to run a full mile, N. N. W. where it ended in 
a long fandy beach. After dinner we took a view of 
the country near the coaft, with our glaffes, but faw not 
a canoe, or figns of inhabitants, after which we fired 
the wall-pieces, as fignals to the cutter, if any of the 
people fliould happen to be within hearing. We now 
renewed our fearch along the eaft fhore ; and came to 
another fettlement, where the Indians invited us afiiore. 
Wc enquired of them about the cutter, but they pre¬ 
tended ignorance. They Teemed very friendly, and fold 
us fome fifli. 

At about five o’clock in the afternoon, and within 
an hour after we had left this place, we opened a fmall 
> bay adjoining to Grafs Cove, and here we faw a large 
double canoe. Juft hauled upon the beach, with two 
men and a dog. The two favages, on Iceing us ap¬ 
proach, inftantly fled, which made us fufpedt, it was 
here wc Iboiild have fome tidings of the cutter. On 
landing, and examining the canoe, the firft thing we 
faw therein was one of our cutter’s rullock ports, and 
fome fhoes, one of which, among the latter, was known 
to belong to Mr. Woodhoufe. A piece of flelh was 
found by one of our people, which at firft was thought 
to be fome of the fait meat belonging to the cutter’s 
men, but, upon examination, wefuppofed it to be dog’s 
flelh; a moft horrid and undeniable proof foon cleared 
up our doubts, and convinced us we were among noother 
than cannibals; for, advancing further on the beach, 
we faw about twenty baflccts tied up, and a dog eating a 
piece of broiled flefh, which, upon examining, we fuf- 
petfted to be human. We cut open the bafkets, fome 
of which were full of roafted flefh, and others of fern- 
root, w'hich ferves them for bread. Searching others, 
we found more Ihoes, and a hand, which was immedi¬ 
ately known to have belonged to Thomas Hill, one of 
our forc-cafilc men, it having been tatowed with the 
initials of his name. We now proceeded a little way 
in the woods, but faw nothing elfe. Our next defign 
•was to launch the canoe, intending to deftroy her; 


but feeing a great fmoke afeending over thn ^ 
hill, we made all poflible hafte to be with 
fun-fet. """^before 

At half after fix we opened Grafs Cove, wh 
faw one fingle, and three double canoes, and 
many natives affembled on the beach, who 
to a fmall hill, within a fiiip's length of th** 
fide, where they ftood talking to us. On the 
the high land, beyond the woods, was a large 
from whence all the way down the hill, the 
thronged like a fair. When we entered the eove"^*^ 
mufquetoon was fired at one of the canoes, as \ve im ^ 
gined they might be full df men lying down; for thei 
were all afloat, but no one w’fts feen in them, m ^ 
doubtful whether their retreat proceeded from fear 
a defire to decoy us into an ambufeade, we were dcte°^ 
mined not to be furpriled, and therefore running clofe 
infiiore, we dropped^he grappling near enough torcach 
them with our guns; but at too great a diftance to be 

under any apprehenfions from their treachery. The 
favages on the little hill, kept their ground, hallooing 
and making figns for us to land. At thefe we now 
took aim, refolving to kill as many of them as our 
bullets would reach; yet it w^as fome time before we 
could diflodge them. The firft volley dici not feem to 
affed them mudli; but, on the fecond, they began to 
fcrambic away as faft as they could, fome howling and 
others limping. We continued to fire as long as we 
could fee the leaft glimpfe of any of them, through 
the bulhes. Among thefe were two very robuft men, 
who maintained their ground without moving an inch,* 
till they found themfclvcs forfaken by all their compa! 
nions, and then, difdaining to run, they marched Sj 
with great compofure and deliberation. One of them] 
however, got a fall, and either lay there, or crawled* 
away on his hands and feet; but the other efcaped with^ 
out any apparent hurt. Mr. Turney now improved 
their panic, and, fupported by the marines, leapt on 
fhore, and purfued the fugitives. We had not ad- 
vanced far from the water-fide, on the beach, before 
we met with two bunches of celery, which had been 
gathered by the cutter’s crew. A broken oar was ftucic 
upright in the ground, to which the natives had tied 
their canoes; whereby wc w'ere convinced this was the 
fpot where the attack had been made. We now fearched 
all along at the back of the beach, to fee if the cutter 
was there, but, infteadofher, the moft horrible fcenc 
was prefented to our view% that was ever beheld by any 
European; tor here lay the hearts, heads, and lungs, 
of leveral ot our people, with hands and limbs, in 
a mangled condition, fome broiled, and fome raw; 
but no other parts of their bodies, which made usfuf* 
pedf, that the cannibals had feafted upon, and devoured 
the reft. To complete this ftiocking view of carnage 
and barbarity, at a little diftanec we faw the dogs 
gnawing their entrails. We obferved alargebodyof 
the natives colledtcd together on a hill, about tw’o milts 
oft; but, as night drew on a-pace, we could not ad¬ 
vance to fuch a diftance ; neither did we think it fafe 
to attack them, or even to quit the ftiore, to take an ac¬ 
count of the number killed, our troop being a very 
fmall one, and the favages were both numerous, fierce, 
and much irritated. While wc remained almoftftupi- 
fied on the fpot, Mr. Fanncn faid, that he heard the 
cannibals aflembling in the woods ; on which vve re¬ 
turned to our boat, and, having hauled alongfidc the 
canoes, we demolifhed three of them. During thU 
tranfaeftion, the fire on the top of the hill difappeared, 
and we could hear the favages in the woods at high 
words; quarrelling, perhaps, on account of their difiet* 
cm opinions, whether they Ihould attack us, and try 
Co fave their canoes. They were armed with lonS 
lances, and weapons, not unlike a ferjeant’s halbert ia 
mape, made of h<ird wood, and mounted with bone in* 
ftcad of iron. We fufpeded, that the dead bodies of our 

people had been divided among thofe different parties 
of cannibals, who had been concerned in the inalfacre; 
and it was not improbable, that the group we faw at a 
difiance by the fire, were feafting upon fome of chenii 
as thofe on fhore had been, where the remains 

found> 
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-TTA,, fhev had been difturbed by our unex- 

ifif be that as it may, we could difeover no 
peeled V I • friends bodies, nor 

iraces 01 t concealed, 

could on which account, we collcfled 

T.Mv the remains of our mangled friends, and puc- 
made the bell of our way from this polluted 
""6 not without a few execrations beftowed on the 
Q thirfty inhabitants. ^Vhcn we opened the upper 
l,rt of the Sound, we faw a very large fire about three 
K four miles higher up, which formed a complete oval, 
chine from the top ol a hill down almolt to the wa- 
Tr fide- the middle fpace being inclofed all round by 
rhe fire’ like a hedge. Mr. Burney and Mr. Fannen 
havine confultcd together, they were both of opinion, 
thsit we could, by an attempt, reap no other advantage 
than the poor faiisfadion of killing fome more of the 
ravages. Upon leaving Grafs Cove, we had fired a 
volley towards where we heard the Indians talking; 
but by going in and out of the boar, our pieces had got 
wet and four of them mifled fire. What rendered our 
fiiuation more critical was, it began to rain, and our 
ammunition was more than half expended. We, for 
thefe rcafons, without fpending time where nothing 
could be hoped for but revenge, proceeded for the fliip, 
and arrived fafe aboard before midnight. Such is the 
account of this tragical event; the poor victims were 
for enough out of hearing, and in all probability every 
man of them muft have been butchered on the fpot. 

It may be proper here to mention, that the whole 
number of men in the cutter were ten, namely, Mr. 
Row, our firft mate, Mr. Woodhoufe, a midfliipman, 
Francis Murphy, quarter-inafler, James Sevilley, the 
Captain's fervant, John Lavenaugh, and Thomas Mil- 
ton, belonging to the after-guard ; William Facey, 
Thomas Hill, Michael Bell, and Edward Jones, fore- 
cafile-men. Molt of thefe were the llouteft and moft 
healthy people in the fliip, having been feledted from 
our belt fcam(!ti. Mr. Burney’s party brought on board 
the head of the Captain’s fervant, with tw'o hands, one 
belonging to Mr. Rowe, known by a hurt it had re¬ 
ceived; and the other to Thomas Hill, being marked 
with T. H. as before mentioned. Thefe, with other 
mangled remains, were incloled in a hammock, and 
with the ufual ceremony obferved on board fhips, were 
committed to the fea. Not any of their arms were 
found ; nor any of their cloaths, except fix fhoes, no 
two of which were fellows, a frock, and a pair of 
trowfers. We do not think this melancholy catafirophe 
\^asthccfFed of a premeditated plan, formed by the 
lavages; for two canoes came down, and continued 
all the forenoon in Ship Cove, and thefe Mr. Rowe met, 
and bartered with the natives for fome fifii. We are 
rather inclined to believe, that the bloody tranfadion 
originated in a quarrel with fome of the Indians, which 
was decided on the fpot; or, our people rambling 
about too fecure, and incautious, the fairnefs of the op¬ 
portunity might tempt them to commit the bloody 
deed; and what might encourage them was, they had 
found out, thatour guns were not infallible; they had 
fecn them mifs fire; and they knew, that when dif- 
charged, they muft be loaded before they could again 
do any execution, which interval of time they could 
take proper advantage of. From fome circumftances 
concluded, that after their fuccefs, there was a ge¬ 
neral meeting on the eaft fide of the Sound. We knew 
toe Indians of Shag Cove were there, by a long fingle 
^anoc, which fome of our people with Mr. Rowe had 
een four days before in Shag Cove. After this fliock- 
*og affair, we were detained four days in the Sound by 
contrary winds, in which time we faw none of the in- 
aoitants. Ic is a little remarkable, that Captain Fur- 
catix had been fevcral rimes up Grafs Cove with Capt. 
•00k, where they faw no inhabitants, and no other 
gos of any, but a few deferted villages, which ap- 

occupied for many 
tc in Mr. Burney’s opinion, when he en- 

^ j Cove, there could not be lefs than fifteen 
^ thoufand people. Had they been ap- 
p zcuot his coining, we doubt not they would have at¬ 


tacked him ; and feeing not a 'probability remained of 
any of our people being alive, from thefe confidera- 
tions, we thought it would be imprudent to renew the 
fcarch, and fent a boat up again. 

On Thurfday, the 23d of December, we departed 
from, and made fail out of the Sound, heartily vexed 
at the unavoidable delays wc had experienced, fo con¬ 
trary to our fanguine wiflies. We (food to the eaftward, 
to clear the ftraits, which we happily effeded the fame 
evening, but we were baffled for two or three days with 
light winds before we could clear the coaft. In this in¬ 
terval of time, the cheffs and effeiffs of the ten men 
who had been murdered, were fold before the maff, ac¬ 
cording to an old fea cuftom. We now fleered S. S. E. 
till we got into the latitude of 56 deg. S. At this time 
we had a great fwcll from the fouthvyard, the winds 
blew ffrong from S. W. the weather began to be very 
cold; the fea made a continual breach over the fhip, 
which was low and deep laden, and by her continual 
ftraining, very few of our feamen were dry either on 
deck or in bed. In the latitude of 58 deg. S. and in 213 
deg. E. longitude, we fell in with fome ice, and (land¬ 
ing to the eaft, faw every day more or lefs. We faw 
alio the birds common in this vaft ocean, our only com¬ 
panions, and at times we met with a whale or porpoife, 
a feal or two, and a few penguins. 

On the loth of January 1774, arrived a-breaft of 
Cape Horn, in the latitude of 61 deg. S. and in the 
run from Cape Pallifer in New Zealand to this cape 
we were little more than a month, which is one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-one degrees of longitude in that fliorc 
time. The winds were continually wefterly, with a 
great fea. Having opened fome calks of peafe and 
flour, we found them very much damaged ; for which 
reafon we thought it moft prudent to make for the 
Cape of Good Hope, intending firft to get into the la¬ 
titude and longitude of Cape Circumcifion. When to 
the eaftward of Cape Horn, we found the winds came 
more from the north, and not fo ftrong and frequent 
from the weft ward, as ufual, which brought on thick 
foggy weather; fo that for feveral days together, we 
were not able to make an obfervation, the fun all the 
time not being vifible. This weather lafted above a 
month, in which time we were among a great many 
iflands of ice, which kept us conftantly on the look 
out, for fear of running foul of them. Our people now 
began to complain of colds and pains in their limbs, on 
account of which we'hauled to the northward, making 
the latitude of 54 deg. S. We then (leered to the 
eaft, with an intention of finding the land laid down 
by M. Bouvet, As we advanced to the eaft, the nights 
began to be dark, and the iflands of ice became more 
numerous and dangerous. 

On the 3d of March, we were in the latitude of 
Bouvet’s difeovery, and half a league to eaftward of 
it; but not perceiving the lead fign of land, cither 
now, or fince wc obtained this parallel, we gave over a 
further fearch after it, and hauled away to the north¬ 
ward. In our lad track to the fouthward, we were 
within a few degrees of the longitude afllgned for Bou¬ 
vet’s difeovery, and about three degrees to the fouth¬ 
ward ; if therefore there fliould be any land thereabout, 
it muft be a very inconfiderable ifland ; or, rather wc 
are inclined to think, a mere deception from the ice; 
for, in our firft fetting out, wc concluded we had made 
difeoveries of bind feveral times, which proved to be 
only high iflands of ice, at the back of large fields, 
which M. Bouvet might eafily millake for land, cfpe- 
cially as it was thick foggy weather. 

On the 17th, in the latitude 48 deg. 30 min. S. and 
in 14 deg. 26 min. E. longitude, we faw tw'o large 
iflands of ice. On the i8ch, we made the land of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and on the 19th, anchored m 
Table Bay. Here we found Commodore Sir Edward 
Hughes, with his majeffy’s fliips Salilbiiry. and Sea 
Florfc. We faluted the garrifon with thirteen guns, 
and the commodore with an equal number; the latter 
returned the full complement, and the former, as ufual, 
faluted us with two guns lefs. At this place Capt. Fur- 
ncaux left a letter for Capt. Cook; and here we re¬ 
mained 
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maincd to refit the (l)ip, rcfrcfli the people, &c- 
till the i6th of April, when we hoificd lad tor Eng¬ 
land ; and on the 14* of July, to the great joy ol all 
our failors, anchored at Spithead. 

From a review of the whole, our readers muii Icc, 
how much this nation is indebted to that able cir¬ 
cumnavigator Captain Cook. If they only compare the 
courfc the Refolution ftcered, and the valuable dif- 
coverics flic made, with that purfued by the Adventure, 
after fhe parted company, the contrail will be lut- 
ficiently ariking. How meritorious alfo mult that 
perfon appear in our judgment, who hath not only dil- 
covered, but furveyed vail tracks ot new coaus; who 
has difpclled the illufion of a terra aullralis incognita, 
and fixed the bounds of the habitable earth, as well as 
thofe of the navigable ocean, in the fouthern hemit- 
phere. No propofition was ever more clearly de- 
monfirated, that there is no continent undifcovered 
in the fouthern hcmifphere, between the equator and 
the coth deg. of fouthern latitude, in which (pace all 
who have contended for its exillence have included, 
•if not the whole, at leall the mollconfiderablc parr, liut, 
at the fame time that w'c declare ourfclves thus clearly 
convinced of the non-exillcnce of a continent within 
the limits juft mentioned, we cannot help acknow¬ 
ledging our ready belief, that the land our navigators 
have difeovered, to theS. E. ot Staten Land, is part of 
a continent, projedling from the north, in a n^arrow 
neck, and expanding to the fouthward and wcllvvard, 
in like manner as the South American Continent takes 
its rife in the fouth, and enlarges as it advances north- 
w'ard, more particularly towards the sail. In this 
belief wc are llrengthcned by the ftrong reprefentation 
of land feen at a diftance by our navigators, in lati¬ 
tude 72 deg. and 252 deg. longitude, and by the le- 
port of Theodore Gerrards, who, after palling the 
ilraights of Magellan, being driven by tempefts into the 
latitude of 64 deg. S. in that height came m light of a 
mountainous country, covered with Inow, looking 
like Norwav, and feenjingly extending from call to 
weft. Thelc fadls, and the obfervations made by Capt. 
Cook, corroborate each other; and, though they do not 
reduce the queflion to an abfolute certainty, yet the 
probability is greatly in favour of the fuppofed dil- 
covery. To conclude thefe rcfleclions, and to place 
the charadcr of our judicious navigator in the naoft 
ftriking point of view, we need only add, as propofed, 
an incontefted account ot the means, by which, under 
the divine favour, Capt. Cook, with a company of 
118 men, performed a voyage of three years and eigh¬ 
teen days, throughout all the climates, from ^2 deg. N. 
to 71 deg. S. with the lots only of one man by lickncfs; 
and even this one began fo early to complain of a 
cough, and other confumptive fymptoms, which had 
never left him, that his lungs mull have been affeded 
before he came on board to go the voyage. Did any, 
molt converfant in the bills of mortality, whether in 
the moft healthful climate, and in the bell condition of 
life, ever find fq fmall a lift of deaths, among fuch a 
number of men within that fpace? How agreeable then 
mull our furprize be, to find, by the aftiduity and unre- 
mitted exertions of a fingle fkilful navigator, the air of 
the Tea acquitted of all malignity, and that a voyage 
round the world has been undertaken with Icfs danger, 
perhaps, to health, than a common tour in Europe! 
Surely'diftinguilhed merit is here confpicuous, though 
praife and gloty belong to God only 1 


Rules for preferving the Health of Seamen in long 
Voyages; and the Means employed by Capt, 
COOK, to that End, during his Voyage Round 
the World, in his Majesty’s Ship the Resovu- 

TIOM. 

Before wc enter upon this fubjedl, w’hich hath for its 
objed the faving the lives of men, it w'ill be ncceftary 
to fity fomething on that difordcr to which feamen are 
peculiarly fubjedl; and to confidcr, how many have 
pcrifticd by marine difeafe^ belbre any confiderabJc 


improvements w'ere made in the means cither of the’ 

prevention or cure. The ficknefs inoft deftruaive 
to mariners, and againft the dreadful attacks of which 
prefervatives have been contrived, is the feurvy. Xhi 
is not that diftemper crroneoully fo called, amonglandf! 
men; but belongs to a clafs of difeafes totally different 
from it. So faris the common received opinion fioir, 
being true, which affirms, “ there are few conftitutions 
altogether free from a fcorburic taint,” that, unlcfi 
among Tailors, and others, circumftanccd like them 
more particularly with rcrpecl to thofe who ufe a fah 
and putrid diet, and cfpecially if they live in foul air 
and unclcanlinefs, we arc inclined to think there are 
few diforders lefs frequent. Nor do we believe, which 
is another vulgar notion, that the fca-air is the caufe 
of the feurvy ; fince, on board a fhip, clcanlinefs, venti- 
laiion, and frefli provilions would preferve from it, and 
upon the fca-coaft, free from marlhe.s, the inhabitants 
are not liable to that diforder, though frequently breath¬ 
ing the air from the fca. We lliould, for thefe rcafons, 
rather aferibe the feurvy to other caufes ; and we be¬ 
lieve it be a beginning corruption of the whole habir, 
fimilar to that of every animal (ubftance when deprived 
of life. This has been verified by the fymptoins in 
the fcorburic fick, and by the appearances in their 
bodies after death. With refpeA to the piitrifying 
quality of fcaTalr, we may remark, that faked meats, 
after fomc lime, become in reality putrid, though they 
may continue long palatable, by means of the fait; and 
common fait, fuppofed to be one of the ftrongeft 
prefervatives from corruption, is, at beft, but an iiidif 
ferent one, even in a large quantity ; and in a fmall one, 
fo far from impeding putrefadlion, it rather promotes 
that procefs in the body. Some are of opinion, that 
the feurvy is much owing to intenfe cold, which 
checks perfpiration; and hence, fay they, arifes the 
endemic diftemper of the northern nations, particular¬ 
ly of thofe around the Baltic. The fadl is partly true; 
but we are doubtful about the caufe. In thefe countries, 
by reafon of long and fevere winters, the cattle, being 
deftitute of pafture, can barely live, and are therefore 
unfit for ufe ; fo that the people, for their provifions, 
during that feafon, are obliged to kill them by the 
end of autumn, and to fait them for above half the 
year. 

rhis putrid diet then, on which they muft fo long 
fubfift, feems to be the chief fource from whence the 
difeafe originates. And ifweconfider, that the lowed 
clafs of people in the north, have few or no greens nor 
fruit, in winter, little or no fermented liquors, and often 
live in damp, foul, and ill-aircd hoiifcs, it iseafy to con¬ 
ceive, how they fhould become liable to the fame dif¬ 
ordcr with feamen ; whereas, others, who live in as high 
a latitude, but in a different manner, are free from it. 
Thus wc arc informed by Linnaeus, that the Laplanders 
are unacquainted with the feurvy • for which no other 
reafon can be affigned, than their never eating fak<^ 
meats, nor indeed fait with any thing, but their uling 
all the frefti flefti of their rein-deer. And this cxpipcion 
of the hyperborean nations from the general diftempef 
of the north, is the more remarkable, as they feldom 
tafte vegetables, and bread never. Yet in the very 
provinces bordering on Lapland, where thcy>uk 
bread, but fcarcely any vegetables, and eat faked meats, 
they arc as much troubled with the feurvy as in any 
other country. But here wc may properly oblcrvc, 
that the late improvements in agriculture, gardening, 
and hufbandry, by extending their falubrious influence 
to the remoteft parts of Europe, and to the loweft claw 
of people, begin fenfibly to lelfen the frequency of tha^ 
complaint, even in thofe climates wherein it has been 
moft brief and fatal. Again, it has been afferted, mat 
thofe who live on fiiore, orlandfmen, will beaffeae 
with the feurvy, though they may have never been con¬ 
fined to fait meats: but of this we have not rpei w'U 
any inftances, except among fuch who have breathed 
marfhy air, or what was other wife putrid ; or among 
thofe who wanted exercife, fruits, and the commo 
vegetables: under which particular circumfiances ^ 
grant, that the humours will corrupt in the fame ma^ 





























































































































































—^ i L ;n fhe fame degree, with thd'fe of 

though sifinghurH: Caftlc in Kent, 

fcamen. in , prifoners, the feurvy broke out 

ivas filled wi .^^,|,.hftanding_ they had never been 
among j viduals in England, but had daily 

ferveU with ralten e. proportion. 

=‘"=‘''r":^outSctaX Andbcfldes the Lnt of 
fuppfyof greens, the wards wcrccrowd- 
f I ^Kufe lamp, by reafon of a citcum- 
‘“^hvl/moat and the bounds allotted for taking th^e 
al? were fo fmall, and in wet weather fo fwampift, 
il^h^mcn fcldoin were difpofed to quit the houfe. 
Areprefentation havingbeenmadeofthcfedefieiencies 
in confequcnce thereof the prifoners w;ere fupplied 
with rooB and greens for boiling in their broth, the 
S were quartered out in a dry fituation. where they 
had the liberty of air and exercife; and by thefe rneans 
they all quickly recovered. Wc think it probable 
tto theflurvy fooncr appeared among thefe ftrangers, 
frnm their having been taken at fea, and therefore, from 
their diet, they were more difpofed to the difcafe. 
Such is the nature and caufe of that ficknefs mod de- 

ftruftive to failors. ^ • j ic ^ 

Let us now take a tranfient view of its drcadtul ra- 
vaces • and by a contraft between the old and prefent 
times,* we fliall fee, more evidently, the importance 
and value of the means propofed, and which have 
been moft fucccfsfully employed by Capt. Cook, for 
its prevention and cure. In the firft voyage for the 
cftablifhment of the Eaft-India Company, a fquadron 
was fitted out, and under the command of LancaUcr 
(who was then filled gencfht) in the year 16oi. The 
CQuipment confided of four fliips, with four hundicd 
and eighty men on board. Three of thofe vclfcls 
were fb weakened by the feurvy, when they had got 
only three degrees beyond the cquinoxial line, that 
the merchants, who had emb^ed on this adventure, 
were obliged to do duty as comhion failofs. At lea, 
onfliorc, and at Soldania, the then place of rcfrellK 
menton this tide the Cape of Good Hope, there died 
in all, nearly a fourth part of their complctncnt, and 
tliat before they had proceeded half way to the place 
of their deflination. Sir William Hawkins, who lived 
in rhatage,anintclligcnt and brave fea-officer, lias left 
it upon record, that intw-enty years, during which he 
bad ufed the fca, he could give'an account of ten thou- 
fand mariners who had been confumed by the feurvy 
alone/’ If then in the very infancy of the naval power 
of England, fo many were dcllroy cd by that bane of fca- 
faring men, w hat niuft have been the havock made 
iince that early date, while our fleet has been gradu¬ 
ally incrcafing, new* ports for commerce opening, and 
yet fo little advancement made in the nautical part of 
medicine. And within our own remembrance, when 
it might have been expedted, that whatever tended to 
aggrandize the naval power of Great Britain, and to ex¬ 
tend her commerce, would have received the higheft 
improvement: yet, even at thefe latter dates, wc fliall 
find fewmeafures were adopted to preferve die health 
of fcamen, more than had been known to our un¬ 
informed anceflors. The fuccefsful, but mournful ex¬ 
pedition of'Commodore'Anfon, afterw^ards an admiral, 
^d lord, affords a melancholy proof of the truth of 
this aflertion. After having pafTed thtf ftraits of La 
Maire, the feurvy began to rage violently in this little 
fquadron; and by the time the Centurion had ad¬ 
vanced but a little way into the South Sea, forty-feven 
lailors died of it in that fliip j nor were there fcarcely 
on board, who had not, in fome degree, been 
touched with the diftemper, though they had nor at 
that time been quite eight months from England. In 
the ninth month, when abreafl: of the ifland of Juan 
cemandez, the Centurion lofl: double that number; 
and fuch an amazing fwife progrefs did the mortality 
tpakc in this Angle luip, that before they landed on 
. ^ buried 260 of her hands; not be¬ 

ing able to mLifter any more in a watch, capable ot 
oing duty, than two quarter mafters, and fix forc- 
rr. men. Thisivas the condition of one ofthlf three 
‘ps Mhkh reached that ifland; and the other two 
No, 24. 


fuffered in proportion. Nor did the deftroyer flop here 
his cruel ravages, but, after a few months refpite, re¬ 
newed his attacks j for the fame difeafe ^oke out 
afrelh. making fuch havock, that before the Centurioii 
(in which w ere the whole furviving crews of the three 
fliips) had reached the ifland of Tinian, there died 
fometimes eight or ten in a day, fo that w'hcn they had 
been only twO years on their voyage, they had loft a 
larger proportion than of four in five of their original 
number, and all of them after having entered the 
South Sea, of the feurvy: but w'c apprehend this was 
not ft.ricftly the cafe; but that the caufe of fo grpt a 
mortality was a peftilential kind of diftemper, diftin- 
guiflicd on land by the name of the jail, or hofpital 
fever ; arid indeed, in the obrcrvations made by two of 
Commodore Anfon’s furgeons, it is affirmed, that the 
feurvy. at that time was accompanied with putrid 
fevers i however, it is not material, whether the feurvy, 
dr fever tombined with it, were the caufe of the def- 
triidlive nioitality in Lord Anfon’s fleet, flnee it niuft 
be acknowledged both arofe from foul air, arid other 
fources of Mitrefacftion ; and which may now, in a great 
mcafurc, be obviated, by the various means fallen upon 
fince the time of that expedition: and this naturally 
leads us, in due order, to take a view of the principal 
articles of provifion, and other methods employed by 
that prudent as well as brave commander, Capt. Cook. 

fliall mention all fuch articles as were found the 
moft uftail; and in this lift of prefervative ftores, 
fliall begin with 

I. Sweet Wort. This was diftributed, from one to 
three pints a day, or in fuch a proportion as the fur- 
gcoii judged necefTary, not only to thofe men who had 
inanifcft ^mptoms of the feurvy, but to fuch alfo as 
wei^e judged to be moft liable to it. Beer hath always 
been eftccnied one of the beft antifcorbutics; but as 
that derived all its fixed air from the malt of which it 
was made, this was thought to be preferable in long 
voyages, as it would take up lefs room than the beer, 
and keep longer found. Experience has fince verified 
the theory ; and in the medical journal of Mr. Patten, 
furgeon to the Kcfolution, we find the following paf- 
fage. Which fully corroborates the teftimony of Capt. 
Cook and others, in favour of Sweet Wort, as being 
the beft antifoorbutic medicine yet known. “ I have 
found (obferves this gentleman) the wort of the utmoft 
fcrvice. in all fcorbutic cafes during the voyage. As 
many took it by way of prevention, few cafes occurred 
where it had a fair trial; but thefe, however, I flatter 
myfelf, will be fufficient to convince every impartial 
perfon, if is the belt remedy hitherto found out for the 
cure of the fca feurvy; and I am well convinced, from 
what 1 have feen the wOrt perform, and from its mode 
of operation, that if aided by portable foup, four-kroutj 
fugar, fago, and currants, the feurvy, that maritime pef- 
tilencc,wiUfcldom,or never make its appearance among 
a fliip's cmvv, on thelongeft voyages; proper care with 
regard to clcanlinefs and provifions being obferved.” It 
hath been conftantly obferved by our fea-furgeons, that 
in long cruizes, or diftant voy^es, the feurvy never 
makes its alarming appearance, folongasthc men have 
their full allowance of fmall beer; but that when it is all 
expended, the diforder foon prevails : it were therefore 
to be wiflied,thar Our fliips would affoi'd fufficient room 
for this wholcfome beverage. But, we are informed, the 
Ruffians both.on board, as well as on land, make the 
following middle quality between wort and fmall beer. 
They take ground malt and rye meal in a certain pro¬ 
portion, which they knead into fmall loaves, and bake 
in the oven. Thefe they infufc occaiionally ih a pro¬ 
per quantity of warm water, which begins fo foon to 
femicnt, that in the fpacc of 24 hours, theif brewage 
is completed, and a fmall, brifk, acetous liquor pro¬ 
duced, to which they have given the name of quas. 
Dr. Mounfey, who lived long in Ruflid, in writing to 
his fnends in England, obferves, that the quas is the 
■comtnon and falutary drink both of the fleets and 
armies of that empire, and that it was peculiarly good. 
The fame gentleman having vifltcd the feveral prifons 
in the city of Mofeow, was furprized to find it full of 
^ E malcfaiftors 
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malcfa( 5 lors, but more fo when he could difeover no 
fever among them, nor learn that any acute diftemper, 
peculiar to jails, had ever been known there. He ob- 
Icrvcd, that fomc of thofe places for confinement had a 
yard, tor the ufe of the prifoners, but in others with¬ 
out that advantage, they were not lickly: fo that he 
could afllgn no other rcafoa for the healthful condition 
of thofe men, than their kind of diet, which was the 
fame with that of the common people of the country, 
w'ho live moftly on rye-bread (a ftrong acefeent) and 
drink quas. Upon his return to St. Peterfburgh, he 
had made the fame enquiry there, and with the fame 
rcfulc. From this account it Ihould feem, that the 
rye-meal both quickens the fermentation, and adds 
more fixed air, fince the malt alone could not fo readily 
produce fuch a tart, brific liquor. And there is little 
doubt, but that whenever the other grains can be 
brought to a proper degree of fermentation, they 
will more or Icfs in the fame way become ufeiiil. That 
•oats will, we are convinced from an experiment made 
by Capt. Cook. When on a cruize in the Ellcx, a 
74 gun fliip, and the feurvy breaking out among his 
crew, he recollected a kind of food mofi: proper on that 
occafion, which he had fecn ufed in fome parts of the 
north, called Sooins. This is made by putting fome 
oat-meal into a wooden veffel ; then pouring hot water 
upon it, let the infufion continue until the liquor be¬ 
gins to tafic fourifli, that is, till a fermentation comes 
on, which, in a place moderately warm, may be pro¬ 
duced in about two days. The water muft then be 
poured off from the grounds, and boiled down to the 
confidence of a jelly. This the Captain ordered to be 
made and dealt out in mefles, being firfl fweetened with 
fugar, and feafoned with fomc prize French wine, 
which, though turned four, improved the tafte. "I his 
diet chiefly, not lefs palatable than medicinal, and by 
abdaining from fait meats, quite recovered his fcor- 
butic fick, not only in this, but in fubfequent cruizes, 
without his being obliged to fend one of them on diore 
becaufe they could not recover at fca. Before the power 
of die fixed air in fubduing putrefaedion was known, 
the efficacy of fruits, greens, and fermented liquors 
was commonly aferibed to the acid in their compo- 
lirion; and vve have dill reafon to believe, that the 
acid concurs in operating that cfFecd. In cafe of a 
farcity in thefe articles, or a deficiency of malt, or when 
the grain fhould be fpoiled, other fubditutes may be 
found very ferviceable; as didilled water, acidulated 
w ich the fpirit of fea fait, in the proportion of only ten 
drops to a quart; or with the weak fpirit of vitriol, 
thirteen drops to the famemeafure, which may be given 
to thofe who are threatened with the feuny, at lead 
three quarts of this liquor daily, to be drank with dif- 
cretion, as they diall think proper. The fixed air 
abounds in wine, and perhaps no vegetable fubdance 
is more replete with it than the juice of the grape. 
If we join the grateful tade of wine, we mud rank it 
the fird in the lid of antifcorbutic liquors. Cyder is 
alfo excellent, with other vinous produdlions of fruit; 
indeed this falutary fixed air is contained more or lefs 
in all fermentable liquors, and begins to oppofeputre- 
fatdion as foon as the w^orking, or inteftine motion 
commences. 

11. The next article ofextenfive ufe, was Sour-krout, 
(four cabbage) a food of univerfal repute in Germany. 
Its fpontancous fermentation produces that acidity 
which makes it agreeable to the tade of all who eat it. 
The Refolution had a large quantity of this wholcfome 
vegetable food on board, and it fpoils not by keeping; 
in the judgment of Capt. Cook, four-krout is highly 
antifcorbutic. The allowance for each man, when at 
fea, was a pound, ferved twice a w^eek, or oftener, as 
was thou^t necellary. Some of the didinguiffied 
medical writers of our times, have difapproved of the 
ufe of cabbage as an anti-fcorbutic ; notwithdanding 
the high encomiums bedowed upon it by the ancients, 
(witnefs what Cato the elder, and Pliny the natural id, 
lay on the fubjed,) and although it hath had the fanc- 
iron of the experience of nations, for many pad ages; 


and by experiments laid before the Royal Society b 
fome of our mod eminent phyficians, 'it has been d/ 
mondrated, that this vegetable, with the red of the 
fuppofed alcalefcents, arc really acefeents; and that 
the feurvy is never owing to acidity, but to a ipecics of 
putrefadion; that very caufe of which the ilUo-roundcd 
clafs of alcalefcents was Tuppofed to be a pronioter 

III. Portable Soup was another article with which 
the Refolution was plentifully fupplied. An ounce to 
each man, or fuch other quantity as circumllanccs 
pointed out, was boiled in their peafe daily, three da^s 
in every week; and when vegetables were to be had 'it 
was boiled with them. Ot this were made fevcral 
nouriffiing meffes, which occafioned the crew to eat a 
greater quantity of vegetables than they would other- 
wife have done. This broth being freed from all Iht^ 
and having by long boiling evaporated the mod putre- 
feent parts of the meat, is reduced to the confidence of 
a glue, which in eft'ed it is, and will, like other glues, 
in a dry place, keep found for many years. 

IV. The Rob of Oranges and Lemons, which the 

furgeon made ufe of in many cafes, with great fuccefs. 
Capt. Cook, it has be^n obferved, did not much rely 
on thefe acids as a prefervative againd the feurvy; for 
which the following reafon has been affigned by one 
of our mod eminent ph) fical profeltors. Thefe pre. 
parations being only fent out upon trial, the furgeon 
of the fliip was told how much he might give for a 
dofe, without drictly limiting the quantum. The ex¬ 
periment was made with the quantity l^ecified, but 
with fo little fuccefs, that judging it not prudent to 
lofe more time, he fet about the cure with the wort 
alone, of the efficacy of which he w'as fully convinced; 
while he referved the robs for other purpofes; more 
particuLarly for colds, when to a large draught of 
w arm water, with fome fpirits and fugar, he added a 
fpoonful of one of them, and with thefe ingredients 
made a grateful fudorific that anfwered his intention. 
To which we may add, as worthy of notice, that as they 
had been reduced to a frnall proportion of their bulk 
by evaporation, it is probable they were much weaken¬ 
ed, and that with their aqueous particles they had, by 
the fire, lod not a little of their actual. If therefore a 
further trial of thefe juices were to be made, they Ihould 
be fent to fea purified and entire in calks, agreeable 
to a propofal fent into the Admiralty fome years ago, 
by an experienced furgeon of the' navy. Upon the 
whole, the tcflimonics in favour of the falutary qualities 
of thefe acids are fo numerous, and fo flrong, that we 
fhould look upon fome failures, even in cafes where their 
want of fuccefs cannot fo well be accounted for as in 
this voyage, not a fufficient reafon for ftriking them out 
of this lift of prefervatives againft the confuming itw- 
lady to which fcamen are particularly fubjcdl. Nor 
muft we omit obferving under this head, that Capt. 
Cook fays not moro in praife of vinegar than of the 
robs, as appears from an excracb of a letter, which be 
wrote to the prefident of the Royal Society, dated 
Plymouth Sound, July 7th, 1776. ** I entirely agree 

with you, (fiiys the Captain) that the dearnefs of the 
Rob of Lemons, and of Oranges, will hinder them from 
being purchafed in large quantities ; but, I do not 
think thefe foneceflary’; tor though they may affift other 
things, I have no great opinion of them alone. Not 
have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My people had it 
very fparingly during the lace voyage; and tow ards the 
latter part, none at ail; and yet we experienced no iH 
effects from the want of it. The cuftom ot walking 
the infidc of the flfip with vinegar 1 fcldom obferved, 
thinking fire and finokc anfwered the jpurpofe muc 
better." Wc will not controvert the poiition here laid 
down by Capt. Cook, nor would we infer from hence, 
that he thought vinegar of little fcrvice to a Ibip^ 
company, but only that as he happened in this voyage 
to be fparingly provided with it, and yet did well, ne 
could not therefore conlider a large ftore of vinegar 
be fo material an article of provifions, as was comninn* 
ly imagined: but notwithdanding the Captain UPj 
plied its place with four krout, and trufted chiefly 



























his decks, yet 1C is to be hoped liitui'c 
(i^forpurifyj e holly omit fuch a rcfiefliing and 
^vigators^^ill not« ^ ^holefome variety in 

vm- proper for ckanfing the receptacles of 
fcafoning. ve , p fuccefsfully as 

TheVyficianhimfelf w ill fmell to vine- 
S mcdicin . . ^ kjQri from contagious difeafes, and 

Sus certainly agreeable to the fick, cfpecially to 
fh i ma be confined to a foul anil crowded 
fuch «" > h for the falutary articles that have 

7 hK blen added to the naval (tores ot all the king’s 
L°Iono- voyages, which Capt. Cook ordered to 
v^difpeii'ed? as occafion might require, in a bountiful 
^ .nner- to which he added the following regulations, 
Ser"’bo'lv new, or hints from Sir Hugh Pallifer. 
Sntains Cimpbell, Wallis, and other experienced 
Ss: and as from thefe he formed a plan to which 
-ill his fliip’s company were to conform, he made them 
hiskn, and we may therefore juftly place the merit to 

our (kilfifl commander’s account. u • a .1 

V aptainCook put hiscrew at three watches, milead 
of two - that is, he formed his whole crew into three 
divifion's, each of which was ordered upon the watch 
bvthe boatfwain four hours at a time; fo that every 
man had eight hours free, for four of duty: whereas 
at watch and watch, the half of the men being on 
dutv at once, with returns of it every four hours, they 
can have but broken deep, and when expofed to wet, 
they cannot have time to get dry before the whiftle 
calls them up, or they may lie down to rell thcmfclvcs. 
When fervice requires, hardfhips muft be endured, 
and no men in the world encounter them fo readily, 
and with fuch alacrity, as our thorough bred Eng- 
li{h feamen do; neverthelefs, when there is no prcfling 
call, ought not our brave, hardy mariners to be in¬ 
dulged with as much uninterrupted reft as our com¬ 
mon labourers ? Indeed it is the practice of all good 
officers to expofe their men as little to wet weather as 
poffibic; and w’e doubt not but they will pay attention 
to w'hat was made an effential point with our humane 
commander. In the torrid zone he lhaded his people 
from the fcorching rays of the fun by an awning over 
his deck; and in his courfe under the fouthern polar 
circle, he provided for each man what the failors called 
their Maghellan jacket, made of a fubftantial \voollcn 
Huff, with the addition of a hood for covering their 
heads; and this garb they found moft comfortable for 
working in rain and fnow, and among the loofc icc in 
high fouthern latitudes. If Rome decreed a civic 
crovMi to him who faved the litj: of a Tingle citizen, 
what honorary rewards, what {^raifes arc due to that 
hero, who contrived, and employed, fuch new means 
to fave many; means, w’hercby Britannia will no more 
lament, on the return of her lliips from diftant voyages, 
thelois of her bold Tons, her mtrepid mariners, who by 
braving every danger, have lb liberally contributed to 
the profperity, opulence, and glory of her maritime 
empire! 

VI. Unremitted care was taken to guard againft pu- 
trcfaiftion, and a variety of mcafures purfued, in order 
to procure, and maintain, a purity of air in the Ihip. 
To this end, fomewood, and that not fparingly, being 
put into a proper ftove, was lighted, and carried fuc- 
ceflivcly to every part bclow^ deck. Wherever fire is, 
the air ncareft to it, being heated, becomes fpecifically 
lighter, and by being lighter rifes, and pafles through 
the hatchways into the atmofpherc. I'hc partial va¬ 
cuum is filled with the cold air around, and that being 
heated in its turn, in like manner afeends, and is re¬ 
placed with other air as before. Thus by continuing 
the tire for fomc time, in any of the lower apartments, 
the foul air is in a good mcafure driven out, and the 
yclh admitted. Bcfidcs, the acid fteams of the wood, 
m burning, ad: probably here as an antifeptic, and cor- 
J'ect the corrupted air that remains. The fliip was ge¬ 
nerally thus aired with lircs once or twice a week. It 
been obferved by an officer of diftinguiftied rank, 
t at all the old twenty gun ihips were remarkably Icfs 
thofc equal in dimenfions, but of modern 
onltruclion j which circumftance he could no other 
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wife account for, than by the former having their fire¬ 

place or kitchen in the fore part of the deck immedi¬ 
ately above the hold, where the fine vented fo ill, that, 
when the wind was a-ftern, ever)* part was filled with 
fmokc. This was a nuifance for the time, but which 
was abundantly compenfated by the good health of the 
fcveral crews ; for thofc fire places dried the lower 
decks, much more when placed below, than they can 
now under the forc-caflle upon the upper deck. But 
the moft beneficial end anfwcrcd by thefe portable 
ftoves was, their drying up the damps, and foul 
moifturc, efpccially in thofe places where the air was 
moft likely to be corrupted for the want of a free cir¬ 
culation. T his foul moifture is formed of the breath, 
and pcrfpirablc matter of a multitude ot men, of the 
animals, or live flock, and of the fteams of the bilge 
water from the well, where the llagnatcd corruption is 
the greateft. This putrid humidity, being one of the 
principal fources of the fcorbutic difeafe, was, in order 
to its removal, particularly attended to-, and while the 
fires were burning, fome of the hands were employed 
in rubbing hard, with canvafs, or oakum, every part 
of the fliip that was damp and acceffiblc. But the 
advantage of thefe means, for preferring the health of 
mariners, appeared no where fo confpicuqus, as in pu¬ 
rifying the well; which being fituated in the lowcft 
part of the hold, the whole leakage runs into it, \^he- 
thcr of the ffiip itfelf, or the calks of fpoiicd meat, or 
corrupted water. Yet this place was rendered both 
fafeand fweet by means of an iron pot filled w ith fire, 
and let down to burn therein: we fay fafe, bccaufc the 
noxious vapours, from this fink alone, have often been 
the caufe of inftantancous death to thofe who have un¬ 
warily approached to clean it; and not to one only, 
but to feveral fucceffively, when they have gone down 
to fuccour their unfonunate affiftants. When this 
wholefome procefs could not take place, by reafon of 
ftormy weather, the ftiip was fumigated with gunpow¬ 
der, mixed w ith vinegar or water. The fmoke could 
have little effed in drying, but it might corredthe pu¬ 
trid air, by means of the acid fpirits from the fulphur 
and nitre, affifted perhaps by the aerial fluid, then diU 
engaged from the fuel, to countcrad putrcfadlion. 
Thefe purifications by gunpowder, by burning tar, and 
other refinous fubftances, are fufficicntly known. We 
wifli the fame could be faid of the ventilator, invented 
by Dr. Hales, the credit of which, though we arc con¬ 
vinced of its excellence, is far from being cftabliflicd 
in the navy. Perhaps Capt. Cook had not time to exa¬ 
mine it, and therefore would not encumber his fliip 
with a machine he had poflibly never fecn worked, and 
of wffiich, he had, at beft, received but a doubtful 
charader; and wc find he was not altogether unpro¬ 
vided with an apparatus for ventilation. He had the 
windfuils, which he found very fcrviceablc, particularly 
between the tropics. They take up little room, require 
no labour in working, and the invention is fo fnnple, 
that they can fail in no hands ; but, yet their powers 
are fmall in comparifon with thofc of Hales’s venti¬ 
lator ; add to which, they cannot be put up in hard 
gales of wind, and they are of no ufe in dead calms, 
when a circulation of air is chiefly ncccffary, and re¬ 
quired. 

Vll. The attention of Capt. Cook wasdirede'd not 
only to the fliip, but to the perfons, hammocks, bed¬ 
ding, cloaths, &c. of the crew^, and even to the uten- 
fils they ufed, that the whole might be conftantly kept 
clean and dry. Proper attention was paid to the fliip’s 
coppers; and the fat which boiled out of the fait beef 
and pork, the Captain never fuffered to be given to the 
people, being of opinion that it promotes the feurvy. 
Cleanlinefs is not only conducive to health, it alfo tcnd.s 
to regularity, and is the patron of other virtues. If 
you Ciin perfuadc thofe who are to be under command, 
to be more cleanly than they arc difpofed to be of ihcin- 
felvcs, they will become more Ibber, more orderly, and 
more attentive to their duty. The pradicc in the 
army verifies this obfervation ; yet, we confefs, a ma¬ 
riner has indifferent means to keep himfclf clean, had 
he the inclination to do it; but, in our opinion, Tea 
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officers might avail themfcivcs of the ft ill for provi¬ 
ding frcfli water for the purpofe of wafhing; feeing it 
is well known that fait water will ndt mix W'ith fdap^ and 
linen U'et with brine fclddm thoroughly drie6. As for 
Capt. Codk, one morning, in every week, he pafTcd 
his Ihip’s company in i^vicw, and faw that every man 
had changed his linen, and was in other points as 
clean as circumifarices would permit; and the frequent 
opportunities he had of taking in frefti water among 
the iflands in the South Sea, enabled him to allow his 
crew a fulheient quantity of this wholefomt article for 
every life; and this brings us to another ufeful means 
conducive to the health of feamen. 

VIII. Capt. Cook thought frclh water from the fhdre 
preferable to that which has been kept Ibmc time on 
hoard a (liip, and therefore he was careful to procure 
a fupply of this ellbntial article wherever it was to be 
obtained, even though his company were not in want 
of it: nor were they ever at an allowance, but had al¬ 
ways fulficient for every necelfary purpofe. Nor was 
the Captain without an apparatus for diftil ling frclh wa¬ 
ter; but though he availed himfelf fometimes of the 
invention, he did not rely on it, finding by experi¬ 
ments, that he could not obtain by this means nearly fo 
much as was expedted. This was no difappointment 
to him, fince within the fouthern tropic, in the Pacific 
Ocean, he difeovered fo many iflands, all well ftored 
with wholefome fprings; and when in the high lati¬ 
tudes, far from a lingle fountain, he found the hard- 
Ihips and dangers iiifeparable from the frigid zone, in 
fomc degree compenfated by the lingular felicity he 
enjoyed, of extradting inexhaullible fupplies of frclh 
water from an ocean llrewed with icc. Thofc very 
Ihoals, fields, and floating mountains of icc, among 
which he fleered' his perilous courfe, and which pre- 
fented fuch terrifying objedls of deflrudlion, were the 
very means of his fupport, by fupplying him abun¬ 
dantly with what he mofl wanted. That all frozen 
water would thaw into frclh, was a paradox that had 
been aflerted, but met with little credit; even Capt. 
Cook himfelf cxpedled no fuch tranfmutation; and 
therefore was agreeably furprifed to find he had one 
difliculty Icfs to encounter, namely, that of preferving 
the health of his men fo long on fait and putrid provi- 
lions, with a fcanty allow^ancc of, perhaps, foul water, 
or only what he could obtain by the ufc of the flill. An 
antient writer of great authority, no lefs than one of 
the Pliny’s, had alligncd. from theory, bad qualities 
to melted fnow; but our judicious commander affirms, 
that melted ice of the fea is not only frelh, but foft, and 
fo wholefome, as to flicw the fallacy of human reafon 
nnfupportcd by experiments. And what is very re¬ 
markable, though in the midfl of fleets, falls of fnow, 
thick fogs, and much moifl weather, the Refolution 
enjoyed nearly the fame flate of health, flic had ex¬ 
perienced in the temperate and torrid zones. Indeed 
towards the end of the feveral courfes, fome of the 
mariners began lo complain of the feurvy, but this 
difeafe made little progrefs; nor were other difordc*, 
as colds, diarrhoeas, intermittents, and continued 
fevers, either numerous, alarming, or fatal. Nor 
mufl we omit here the remark of a celebrated phy- 
liciar\, who juftly obferves, ” that much commendation 
is due to the attention and abilities of Mr. Patten, the 
llirgeon of the Refolution, for having fo well fecond- 
ed his Captain in the discharge of his duty. For it 
mufl be allowed, that in defpite of the beft regulati¬ 
ons, and the befl provifions, there will always be among 
a numerous crew, during a long voyage, fome cafu- 
alties more or lefs productive of ficknefs, and unlefs 
there be an intelligent medical afliftanton board,many, 
under the wifeft commander, will perilh, that other- 
wife might have been faved. We lhall obferve once 
more, 

IX. That Capt. Cook was not only careful to reple- 
nifli, whenever opportunity permitted, his calks with 
water; but he provided his men with all kinds of rc- 
frefliments, both animal and vegetable, that he could 
meet with, and by every means in his power: thefe, 
even if not pleafing to the palate, he obliged his pco- 
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pie to ufe, both by example, and authority ^ K 
benefits ariling from rcfrefliments of any kindf c 
came fo Obvious, that he had little occafion to?^' 
niend the one, or exert the other. Thus ciid 
pertdnd humane riavigator employ all the mean^^^' 
regulations, which the art of man fuggefted 
God of nature provided for the mofl benevoIciuV’ 
pofc, even that of preferving the health and 
thofe iritrufted to his cafe. Here is greater merit ih' 
difeovery Of frozen unknown countries could 
claimed ; arid which will exifl, in the opinion of evetv 
benevolent mind, a fubjed of admiration and prail? 
when the difputes about a fduthern continent fhall n* 
longer engage the attention, or divide the judgment of 
philofophical enquirers. This is a memorial more laft- 
ing than the tnimic bull, or the ^emblazoned medal' 
fof this cjtn never perifli, but \viirremain engraven on 
the hearts of Engliflimen to their latefl poflerity. MaO 
future navigators fpring odil of this bright example^ 
not only to perpetuate his juflly Acquired fame, but to 
imitate his labours for the advancement of'natural 
knowledge, the good of fociety, and the true glory of 
Great Britain. 

A TABLE of the Language, ufed by thd NAtivtsof 
the Society Isles, in Grammatical Order; td 
which is affixed an Explanation of their meaning 
irtvENGLISH. 

Nou.ns, 


Warradee 


Momoa 

Ah AncTe 

Maa 

Alhnent 

Tacrec 

A^irm 

Fefc 

Abfeefs 

Nohora 

Abode 

Teeho 

Adulterer 

Toe 

Axe 

Eteourooa 

AJfmbly 

Taata, toa 

Ajfajm 

I'arra 

Afperity 

Owha 

Airffw (body of) 

Omoa 

Point of ditto 

Eoomc 

Arrozv 

Oomaia 

Anfvucr 

Madooho\\ hy 

Approbation 

Recma 

Arm 

Ee 

Armpit 

Evarre 

Arches 

Waura 

Alive 

Oopcerc 

Adhefive 

Nana 

Awry 

Arra. Era 

Awake 

Parou, mou 

^rue 

Fata, hoi to 

Averfe 

Pecpecre 

Avaricious 

Ama. Heama 

Ajhavted 

Emotto 

A Battle 

Poe 

Bead 

Etcoe. Eatee 

Bav 

Eraeunoo 

Bait 

Eeneeou 

Bamboo 

Epaa 

Bank 

Hohore 

Bark 


Moene 

Errevy 

Papa Maiecu 

Apoaira 

Vaihee 

Hena 

Fanna toonca 

Peeretcc 

Erao 

Eroee. Moia 

Oome oome 

Omorre 

Mydiddc 

Eevee, toata 

Etama 

Eevee 


Bujike/ of cocoa leaves 

Ditto a fijhcrs 

Ditto of plaintain Jlock 

Ditto of cocoa leaves large 

Ditto of ditto fmall 

Ditto of izvigs round 

Baflard 

Beetle 

Bee 

Bed 

Beard 

Battle-axe 

Babe 

Batchelor 

Brother 

Bone ^. 

TotO; 
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>i0UKS. 

FcTe 

Evaa 

Toto, Ehooci 
Mciec 

Xoona, taata 

Toameeiue 

Oore, eooha 

Eawou 

Manoo 

Horoa 

Taparoo 

Pope 

Eta 

Xe, arrehaoo 

Peerara 

tfani^a 

Alroahooa 

Mydiddc 

Eama 

Tcetecrc 

Ooroo 

Epatea 

Ehoe 

Tappoooroa 

Elaooroo 

Poooroo 

Taoomc 

Et- 

Onu 

Abooba 

Era 

Tooa 

Ecno 

Etoonoo 

Oopobooto 

Taturra 

Fenooa Maourc 
Ere, ere 
Matca-po 
Mancea 
Ooawcera’ 

Motoo 

Auraura 

Pappa 

Ooora 

Torca 

Ohooc 

Orahooc 

Taura 

Epccho 

Pec, pcerc 

Marc 

Pceceya 

Nonoa 

Eoowa 

Moto.') 

Tcicei 

Arawerewa 

Toopooc 

Emotoo too 

Boc 

Eaoutc 

Accoo 

Etaa 

Opoc 

Papparcca 

Manceno 

Eou, fhea 

Too, Etoo 

Tauniatta 

Etooa 

Tcrapoo 

Taata Emoo, Emoo 
Pceha 

Moa peeriaia 

Eircc 

Tooou 

l^^amniatea 

i’oaa 

"No. 24, 


Boil 

Boatt or canoe 

Blood 

Blijier 

Blafphcmcr 

Bladder 

Bitch 

Boldnefs 

Bird 

Benevolence 
Beggar 
Bntterjiy 
Bunch {offruit) 

Buds 

BonetiOt a fijh 
Bozv 

Bowfiring 

Boy 

Branch 

Brifknefs 

Breadfruit 

Ditto {a particular kind) 
Ditto (pajleof) 

Bread-tree (gum of the) 
Ditto {leaf of the) 

Ditto {pith of the) 

Bread-plate 
The Brozv 
Breaft 
Brain 

Boards {carved of a Maray) 
. Back 
Bad 
Baked 
Bald-headed 
Bare 

Ban^en-land 
Black 
Blind 
Bltmt 
Broiled 
Broken 
Brmvn 
A Crab 
Crayfjh 
Curlew 
Convolvulus 
Cork 
Cordage 
Corner 
Covetoufnefs 
Cough 

Covering of a fifb*s gills 

Coynefs 

Crab {land) 

Crack 

Cripple 

Coohoo {a brown) 

The Crown of the head 
Cramp 

Core of an apple 
Cloth-plant 
Claw of a bird 
Chin 

Chef of the body 
Ooeek 
A Calm 
Ditto 

Cane {fugar) 

Cap 

Caterpillar 
Center {or middle) 

Chatterer 

Ch^l 

A Chicken 
Chief or king 
Ditto {an inferior one) 

Cliffs 

Cloth-beater 


Nouns. 

Eao Cloud 

Moa, ctoa Cock 

Potte potce Cock-roach 

Arce Cocoa-nut 

Pooroowaha, Pooroo Ditto {bujk of a) 

Eredc, vae Ditto {oil of) 

Enehaoo Ditto {leaves of) 

Pahoro, Paherre Comb 

Waheinc, Moebo, Etoonea Concubine 
Ooraoora Crhnfon {colour) 

Paraou maro, Para paraou Converfation 

Waheine, pooha Contempt {name of) 

Madoo, howhy Confent 

Evahcea Confufednefs 

Tatou Computation 

Tecya Company 

Marcede Cold (fenfeof) 

Ey Coition 

Parooy Cloth round the waif, Oftd a 

Jhirt 

Heappa,heappa,Aadc,pooce 

^ • Ditto (yellow) 

Ditto (gutnmed) 

Ditto {nankecti) 


ei, Oora pooee ci 
Ooair ara 
Aheere, Ooa 
Pooheere 
Ooerai 
Tceboota 
Ahoo 

Ewhou, arra 
Etoo 
Porhaoo 
Eoorc, tehai 
Fanou, evaho 
Wara 

Mammatea 
Tectcerc, Etirre 
Poore, poore 
Epooneina, Erooy 
Ooama, Eooce 
Teate 
Evahec 

Eeoo, Eeewera 

Ooa, pceape, Ehotto 

Ooopceo 

Motoo 

Etee 

Epee 

Havva, hawa 

Ehoonoa 

Oo, atahai 

Maheine 

Heeva 

Parace 

Ooboota 

Aouna 

Adooa 

Oorec 

Eohoo 

Matcina 

Pahoo 

Mora 

Eoo 

Poccree 

Marama rama 

Ootataheita 

Matte noa 

Tarcea, toorec 

Mona 

Aheaoo 

Erepo 

Ehoonoa 

Ecea 

Faooouc 

Evvaou 

Mattou 

Topotta 

Efao 

Oomaro 

Parreino 

3 F 


Ditto {dark brown) 

Ditto {bream thvi) 

Ditto {an oblong piece of) 
Ditto of any kind 
Clay 

Clapping {a noife) 

Clappers 

Circumcipon 

Child-bearing 

Cheerfulnefs 

Chalk 

Celerity 

Chequered, or painted 

Choaked 

Clean 

Clear 

Clofe 

Cooked {visuals) 
Crammed, or crowded 
Crooked 
Cut, or divided 
A Devil 
Difeafe 

Diarrhoea {loofenefs) 

Denial 

Drop 

Daughter 

Dance 

Head-drefs at funerals 

Door 

Dolphin 

Doll 

Dog 

Ditch 

Difiria 

Drum 

Duck 

Dug, or nipple 

Darknefs 

Day-light 

Day-break 

Death {natural) 

Dcafnefs 

Deep-water 

Dezv 

Dirt, and nafiinefs 
D if approbation 
Dijhonefy 
Dijfatisfaaion 
Down (foft hair) 

Dread 

Drops of rain 

Dsmbnefs 

Dry 

Drowned 


7 ^ 


E^oa 





















































2o6 
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Nouns. 

Eeoo 
Taurooa 
Roa 
Taeevd 
Epootood 
Matte rod 
Taatae 
Togo 
Heawy 

Poe note tareca 
Tareca 
Tatoorce 

Ehoocro te Manoo 
Peery 
Matta 

Tooa, mattd 
Oohoihoi 
Tctooce 
Tooree 
Tooty 

Ooataao, Tataooa 
Eta, Eta 
Oohytei 
Etoo 

Poorchooa 
Wee wo 
Omamao 
Rypocea 
Taouna 
Moa 
A poo 
Eccda 
Motoo 
Makcera 
Ewha 
Epa 
Eya 
Etata 
I^aLou 
Oomorehe 
Ecume 
Mai*ara 
Erecma 
Epatta 
Taharec 
Ehoo 

Mcdooa tanne 
Tanne, tc hoa 
Hooroo, hooroo manoo 


Drejfed, not raw 
Double 
Diftant 
Difpleajed 
Decrepit 
Dead 
An Enejny 
Echo 

Echinus^ or/ea-e^ 

Ear-ring 

Ear 

Ditto {the tnfide of) 

^gs 

Egg^bird {yjvhite') 

^je Eye 

Eye-brow 

Evening 

Euphorbium-treti 
Elbow 
Excrement 
Empty 
• Entire 
Equal 
Erebl 
A Fly 
Flute 

Fly-catcher {a bird) • 

Fog 

Fool 

Foivl 

Fanmcuhis {a boil) 

Flejh-mark 

Fijfure 

Ftfiing-rod 

F'tjfo-pot 

Fifhing-wall 

FiJfj 

Ditto [the cuckold) 

Ditto (flat green and red) 
Ditto {a yellow andflat) 
Ditto {green andflat) 
Ditto (flying) 

Finger 

Fillip 

Fan 

Fart 

Father 

Ditto [a ftcp) 

Feather 


Emoteea 

Mamo-oo 

Tirra 

Pooa 

Tapooy 

Ery 

Ahea 

Avee ^ 

Hooero te manoo 
Hooero 
Eoo-ec 
Taina 

Toearre tarreea 

Teearreoowa 

Pooa 

Papa 

Da-hee-ere-c-reupa 

Amoto 

Eahai 

Fafa 

Farara, Toororee 


*Fhe Face 
Fern-tree 
Fin of a fijh 
Flower of a plant 
Foot 

Forehead 

Frappingof a flute 
Fruit (yelloiv) 

Ditto [pcrfime) 

Fruit 

Friblion 

Freckles 

Flowers for ear-ornaments 
Ditto [open) 

Ditto of a plant 
Flatnefs 
Flapper [a fly) 

Fiji (Jiriking with in dancing) 
Fire 

Feeling (Jenfe of) 

Feeblenefs 


Hooroo, hooroo, te manoo Feathers {red) 


Mattou 
Maec 

Moe, momy 
Faatta atta 
Flawarre 
Peea 

Ehcicu, Faea 

3 


Fear 
Fat of meat 
Fainting 
Facetious 
Falfe 
Fat 

Fatigued 


Nouns. 

Temydepaarcc 

Eooha 

Fcnooa, maa 

Eote 

Mahouta 

Ooaro 

Erepo 

Eanna, ailna 
Pya, Oopya, Paya 
Moboona 
Ouroo 

Too boona tahctoo 
Tooboona 

Taata Aee, Erapoa nooe 

Heeoeeota 

Tatooy 

Tooncea 

Tatooa 

Eho-oo 

Avoutoo 

Orabooboo 

Aaoo 

Horoa 

Anonoho 

I'apa 

Poore, poore 

Arahai 

Tomo 

Mainahou, Maroo 
Efarre 
Awhatta 
Efarrcpota 
Ehamoote 
Mataii 
Ecaoure 
Erooa 
Boa 

Maoo, Maooa 
Talha 
Otoo 
Trapappa 
Totera 
Toe 
Tootou 
Oraro 
Eteete 
Eroroo 
Hinnaheina 
Ehoo 
Pcepee 
Oetocto 
Epoote 
Ereema 
Peeleoi 
One one 
Oopo 
Evoua 
Enanea 

Ahoutoo 
Pecre, peere 
Po-oorou 
Etooce, Eoowha 
Etohe 
Tamorou 
Epaee no t’Eraec 
Mahcine, Amauhattoi 
Eeaoure 
Efao 
Eta, eta 

Mahanna, hanna 
Teimaha 
Mato 
Poheea 
Fa, atta, atta 
Pororee, Poeea 
Motoo 


Female kind 
Fertile, land 

Few ' ''-j 

Flown ‘ 

Fo 7 got 

Foul ' 

Frejb ► ! 

Full {fatisfied) ' *' 

A Grandfon 

Oreat-great-gyandfather' I 
Great-grandfather 
Grandfather 
Glutton 
Glafs [looking) 

Girthing manufaShtre »‘ 

Girl 

Girdle 

Gimblet 

Garland of flowas 
Gut [the blind) 

Cuts of animals 
Cencrojity 
Grafs 
Groin [the) 

Green 
Great 
Graf ping 
Good-natured 
A Hut, or bouje 
Houfe on props 
Ditto [a large one) 

Ditto [of ojflce) 

Hook [flflj) . 

Ditto [a particular fori) 

Hol€ 

Hog 

Hill 

Ditto [called one tree) 

Fleron [d blue) 

Ditto [a white) 

Hedge-bog [thefeU) 

Hatchet 
Harbour 
Harangue 
Hammer 
The Hair 

Ditto [griy) 

Ditto [red) 

Ditto [curled) 

Ditto [zvooollyorfrizzletJf) 
Ditto [tied up) • 

Hand 

tditto [deformed) 

Ditto (a motion with) 

Head 

Ditto {floorn) 

Head-ach, occafioned by driai' 
kennefs 

Heart of an animal 
Hibifcus [a flower) 

Ditto [%vithyellow flowers) 

Hiccup 

Hips 

Ditto [punctuated) 

Horizon 

Houfc-wife [the induflrious) 

Honefty 

Hoarfenefs 

Hardinefs 

Heat 

Heavy 

High 

Hot 

Humorous 
Hungry, or hunger 
Jtn iflot 

^ Mahein® 
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Noirt^s. 

^laheine Opataieehu 

Etce 

Eta 

Taboone 
Weeata 
Oore, eeeone 
Teohe 
Ta^^7tte 
•Teepy 
Taeea 
Erahoo 
Myro 
Pccpeerc 
Tec, tee 
Roa 
Poo 
Teepy 

Tapona 

Vahodoo 

Tcebona 

Tec, poo 

Etooree 

Oomo 

Erooro 

Earcc, dahai 

Emotcca 

Eooahooa 

Matte 

Ootoo d 

Ehoonoa 

Hawa, Iiava 

Hecoeeotta 

Teeonai 

MO'O 

Taata, bawarre 
Tao 

Ewhaouna 
Eraa, Eara 
Feaooa. Whenooa 
Paraou 

Timorodec, te Timorodee 

Nooe 

Teepy 

Awy 

Maramaranu 

Oowaira 

Ootoo 

Teetoo, arapoa 
Oopeea 

Hea, hea, Papoo 

Aooweewa 

Eawawa 

Mama 

Eete 

Tci, tei 

Anbai 

Aeo 

Toohai 

Poo, poo. Poo A 

l^ou ou 

Taato toa 

Worou, worou 

Maooa. Moua 

^adooa, wabeine 

Epepc 

'^Vhattarau 

Marama 

•Atoonoa 

bypoeea 

Ea 

Tcera 
Evanne 
Moea 
P ooroii 
Eeeree 

Ottabs^ 


Inquifttlve {a tailing wo¬ 
man) 

hnage of a human figure 
Jaw (the lower) 

Jealoufy (in a woman) 

ignorance 

ill-natured 

imps 

Incefi 

Indolence 

Indujiry 

Ink (for pu7il}uatmi) 

Itch (the) 

Inhofpit able 

Indige7it 

Inimenfe 

Immature 

Indolent^ idle 

Knot 

Ditto (a double 07ie) 

Ditto (a female C7ie) 

Knuckle 

K7iee 

Kite that boys play with 

KIngfifioer 

Khig 

Ker7iel of a cocoa nut 
Kidneys (the) 

Killed 

Loufe 

Lover 

Loofefiefs 

Looking-ghfs 

Lobfier 

Lizard 

Liar 

Lafice^ or fpear 

Lagoon 

Ladder 

Landy a coimtry 
Language 

Ditto ufed in da7ici7ig 
ljarge7iefs 
Lazitiefs 
Leg (the) 

Day-light 
Lightnmg 
Lips (the) 

Lungs (the) 

Ujly 

Lolu 

Loofe 

Loathfoine 

Light 

Little 

Lame 

l/irge 

Lean of meat 
Leauy /lender 

Mujkety or any kind of fire 
arms 

Mufcle-finll 

Murderer 

Multitude 

Mountain^ or hill 

Mother 

Moth 

Monu7nent (funeral) 

Month (lunar) 

Mole, or inark 
Mifiy or fog 
Meafure 
Maft of a canoe 
Mat 

Ditto (a filky kind) 

Ditto (a coarfe foi’t) 

Mark (a black 07ie 07i the 
fiiinj 

Man of war bird 


Nouns, 

Taata, Taane 

Taata, hamaneeno 

T ooneea 

Etoa 

Teropoo 

Marama 

Oopceepoec 

Evaha 

Heeva 

Eeva 

Tapaoo 


Ooata 
Mouateitei 
Mouahaha 
Pereraou 
Mamma, haoo 
Otoora, heipd 
Ehoohoo 
Worou, worou, 
manoo 
Para, Pe 
Wararee 
Patea 

Matte. Matteroa 

Fatebooa 

Eeeoa 

Taatatooboo 

Oopaia 

Oporo 

Eoo 

Eriha 

Arce 

Eeelice 

Popoheo 

Aeeoo 

Eure 

Aee 

Tatou 

Wawatca 

Po. Eaoo 

Narrecda 

TatuiTa 

Peere, peere 

Erepo 

Hou 

Poto. Whattata 
Emoo 

Oohoppe, pooaia 

Ooomoo 

Ewhatto 

Iteea 

Pahooa 

Erapaoo 

Ty, Meede 

Ooapee 

Mar ay Wharre 

Tooee, tareea 

Warawara 

Monoe 

Oopeea 

Nonoa 

Orawheva 

Eatea 

P’erei 

Watoowheitte 

Tahoua 

Eoua 

Oorahbo 

Omo 

Erabo 

Epceho 

Hooahoua 

Eroope 

Oooopa 

Oooowydero 

Popoee 

Hawa, hawa 

Taata no Erapaoo 


Man 

Ditto (a bad one) 

Maidy or girl 
The Male of any animal 
Middle of any thing 
Moon 
Morning 
Mouth 
Muftc 
Mourning 

Dittd (leavesy ufed on that 00 “ 
cafion) 

Motion 

Mountains of thefirfi order 
Ditto of the fecond ditto 
Ditto of the third ditto 
Modefiy 
Midnight 
Maggots 
manoo^ 

Maiiy 

Mature 

Moifi 

Motherly 

Murdered 

Mute 

A Nouny or name of a thiiig 
Native 

Net (fijhing one) 

Night Jhade 

Nipple 

Nit 

Nut (cocoa) 

Ditto a large ^mpreffed ditto 
The Nofirils 
Nail 

Ditto of iron 
Neck 

Niwieration 

Noon 

Night 

Needles 

Naked 

Narf-ow * 

Najly 

New 

Nigh 

Noify 

An OrphaTi 
Oven 
Owner 

Oyfier (/urge Jbrt) 

Ditto (another fort) 

Omtment plafier 
The Ocean 

Outfide of a thing 
Or7iaments (hurial) 

Ditto (for the ear) 

Order 

Oil (perfumed) 

Obefity (fatnefs) 

Odoriferous 

Old 

Open (fpacious) 

Ditto (notfijut) 

Oppofite 
A Prtefi 
Forpoife 
Foil 
Plant 

Ditto (a fi7iall fort) 

Plain 

Pimple 

Pigeon (a wood) 

Ditto (green and white) 

Ditto ^lack and white) 

Pudding 

Purging 

Phyfician 

Arou 
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Nouns. 

Aroumaieea 

Avva 

Teaoo 

Poe 

Pyc, pye 

Eara 

Eareeea 

Parooroo 

Eaa 

Eveenec 

Medooa 

Anoho 

Ehoe 

Etanea 

Apooreema 

Etararo 

Amaa, Eatta 

Ocy oe, OF oi 01 

Ahooa 

Oomarra 

Awaawa 

Faiee 

Maieea, Maya 

Patoonehc 

Mahee 

Mamma 

Mamy 

Meatee 

Kee 

Paeea 

Maroa 

Teetce 

Wahapoo 

Teeopa 

Eooee 

Peeha 

Fallebooa 

Etirrc 

Hoe, fahcrre 

Taura 
Apoo, Ea 
Paoo 
Eaou 

Eeea. Taata 

Eara 

Maino 

Awao 

Elioonooa 

Yoree. Eyooc 

Oo-ee 

Maitoe 

Enooa 

Maiho 

Pooanee 

T, Ewahci 

Enooa 

Tooroore 

Ooatapone 

Tooe, tooe 

Eooa 

Ewao wao 

Eotta 

Parourc 

Oora» oora. Matde 

Ewlia 

Epotoo 

Para. Pai Ooopai 

Ooawaira 

Roope 

Tana, tana 

Eroo 

Horowai 

Tarooa 

Papa. Papa, rooa 
2 


Petticoat of plaintain leaves 

Pepper-plant 

Peg 

Pearl 

Pavement 

Pathy or road 

Pafsy or Jlrait 

Partition 

Par roquet (green) 

Ditto (blue) 

Parent 

Pair 

Paddle of a canot 
^he Palate 

Palm of the hand 
Part below the tongue 
The peduncUy or Jialk of a 
plant 

Point of any thmg 
Pumpkins 
Potatoes (fweet) 

Poifon (bitter) 

Plantains (horfe) 

Plantain tree (the fruit of 
the) 

Perfons of diflinSlion 
Pajle {a fermented) 

Pap 

Pain {the fenfe of) 

Peeled 

Petty {fmall) 

Plane (fnooth) 

P leafed (not crofs) 

Poor 

Pregnant 

Prone, or face downwards 
Purdy clear 
A ^iver 
^ictnefs 
J^icknefs 

A Rudder y or fleering paddle of 
a canoe 
Rope 
Root 
Rock 

Reef of rocks 
Robbery or thief 
Roady or path 
Ring 
Rib 

Refufal 

Rat 

Rafpy or file 
Raft of Ramboo 
Rainbow 

Rail (fpotted with blacky 
&c.) 

Ditto (another fort) 

The Remainder 

Ringworm (a difeafeJ 
Rolling of the Jhip 
Running {to efcape) 
Refpiration 
Rain 

Rank (in fmell) 

Raw meat 

Raw fruit 

Red 

Rent 

Rich 

Ripe 

Roajiedy or broiled 

Rotten 

Rough 

A Swell {of the fed) 

Surf of the fea 
Storm 

Stooly to lay the head on 
when ajlee^ 


Owhay 

Painoo 


Nouns. 


Tame 

Everee 

Efaitoo. HwettO 

Etootee 

Tao 

Ewhaeono 

Opai 

Heeva. 

Myde 

Hoonoa 

Teetee 

Pooheearoo 

Ema 

Tooeine 

Parooy 

Pahee 

Porehoo 

Oteo 

Mao 

I’owtow 

Mamy 

Papa 

Fatoo wliaira 

Heawy 

Etata 


Etona 

Eeeoo 

Ewhoee 

Mahanna. Era. 

Teineea te Mahanna 

Elba 

Ponau 

Paraeea 

Tapooy 

Eraee 

Eeree 

Ereeawo 

Atou, ataou 

Aroode 

Eata 

Etoroo te paia 
Hooatootoo, Ehooero 
Taee, Mecde 
Poohe 
Eeeai 

Tyty, Meede 
Eone 
Whatihea 
Eoora 

Tabooa, Manoo 
Poa 

Otoobo, Otoobo 
Elieeo 
Arawha 
Tama 

Matte my Mamy 
Faea 

Fattebooa 
Moeroa 

Fatatoo, Ootoo 
Bappara 


Stone 

Ditto {for,Jhed, to nmkth, 

pajle upon) ^ 

Stick (a walking) 
Star-fiJJs 
Star 

Stage {^fighting 

Spear 

Span 

Sore 

Song 

Son 

Son-in-law 

A SnipeyCr rather a birdre^ 
femblsng one 
Snake {fed) 

Sling 

Sifter 

Shirt {white) 

Ship 

Shell {Tyger) 

Ditto (a fmall one) 

Shark 

Servanty or common perjhn 

Sepulchre 

Seat 

Seamy between two planks 
Sea-egg. 

Stoop., -with •which looUr 
is emptied from a ca¬ 
noe 
Scab 
Saw 

Skatefifb 
The Sun 

Ditto {the meridian) 

String of a quiver 

Stopper of ditto 

Stomach 

Sole of tlx foot 

Sky 

Skin 

Side 

Ditto {the right) 

Ditto {tlx left) 

Shore 

Svyne (a net) 

Seed of a plaid" 

Sea 

Sea-cat 

Sail of a came 

Salty orfalt-waUr 

Sand 

Saturn 

Smoke 

SaundePs ijland 
Scales of a ffh 
Sciffars {a pair of) 

Seeing (the fenfe of) 

Ship-wreck 

Shoes (mudy or ffilng) 

Sicknefs 


Macheeai 

Hoope 

Teireida 

Maroo 

Mamay 

Pacena 

Mattaareva 

Euhaaou 

Eto, Too 

Weeala 

Apee 


Sleepy or death 

too, too Smelling {thefenfe of) 
Smutting {with charcoal^ 
funeral ceremonies) 
Sneezing 
Mucus 
Sobernefs 
Softnefe 

Sorenefsy or pain 

Sound 

Squint-eyed 

Suicide 

Sugar-cane 

Stupidity 

Strikin^i in dancing) ' 

footooflc 


































































































































































Nouns. 


Tootoone 

NanioO‘''» Neeneo 
Pahoore hoore 
Maroo, maroo 
Ooee 
popotoo 

Opanee, Poopeepc 
Oowhyada 

IVlarra, marroa, l?ata 

Eete 

Paya 

Mato 

Peere, peere 

Oomara 

Aboola 

Poheea 

Fatceraha 

Aow 

Etapayroy 

Maneeo 
Too, pappou 
Ehonoo 

Efarre pootoo pootop 
Erao 

Toa Erao 

Manooroa 

Etaee 

Ero 

Ehoppe 

Epiroa 

Eoo 

Oeeo 

Tamata 

Eneeheeo 

Arapoa 

Ereema, erahai 

Erero 

Maiiea 

Evaeeroa. Paraou, mou 

Aoudou 

Fafa 

Otooe,teepo 

Pateere 

Hoeftire 

Fatebooa 

Paraou, no te opoo 

AVaheey 

Meoomeoo 

Ap^nhau 

Tooe, tooe 

Eworeroo, Eworcpo 

Ahoooue 

Opai 

Areeoi 

Poo 

Epao 

Maniiahouna 

Oomutte 

Aiboo 
Tourooa 
, Ewoua 

Ara, hai, M^, arahai 

Nana 

Mouna 

Ootee 

AVaheine 

Wahcine mou 

Evarouat Eatooa 

Ereou 

Malace oupanee 
Mabeine 
'Watooneca 
Erahci 
No. 25. 


Stones, fuch as Jland upright 
before the huts 
Stinking 
Scratched 
Shady 

Sharp (kecfi edged) 

Short 

Shut (not open) 

Similar 

Slow 

Small 

Smooth 

Steep {approaching to a per¬ 
pendicular') 

Strait (not wide) 

Strong fas a Jirong man) 
Stru^ 

Sultry 

Supine (with the face up) 

A Tide, or current 
Title (belonging to a woman 
of quality) 

Toe 

Totnb 

Tortoife 

Town 

Tree 

Ditto from which clubs, &c. 

are made 
Tropic bird 
Turban 
Tail 

Ditto of a bird 
Tetotum ^ 

Teat, or dug 
Tern (a bird) 

•Tajiing (fenfe af) 
nt: Teeth 
Throat 
Thumb 
Tongue 
Twins 
Truth 
Trembling 
Touching 
Time {a fpace from 6 to 10 
at night 
Thunder 

Throwing {in dancing) 

Thoughtfulnefs 

Thoughts 

Thirji 

Thicknefs {jn folid bodies) 
Tenants 

Thick (fubjlance) 

Ditto f muddy) 

Tough 
Ail Ulcer 

Unmarried perfon 
Unripe 

A Vapour {luminous) 

ValJal {or fubje^) 

Vejfel (in which liquor 
put) 

Ditto {any hollow one) 

Venus 
Veins {the) 

Vaji 

A Wry-neck 
Wrejller 
Wound 
Woman 

Ditto Ca married one) 

Wifi {to one who fneezes) 
Wing (of a bird) 

Window 

Wife 

Widow 

Wedge 


Toria 

Faatatoa 

Mattay 
Mattaee 
Momea 
Epoum, maa 

Avy 

Patoa 

Erao 

Eimeo 

Pccnata 

Heappa 

Meco, meeo 


Wart 

Warrior (or rathtr a man- 
killer) 

Wind {the) 

Ditto {the South-Eaji) 

Wrijl {the) 

Whijlling (ufed to call the 
people to meals) 

Wafer 

Water-crejfes 

Wood of any kind 

Tork IJland 

Toung 

Tellow 

Wrinkled 


Pronouns. 
Wou. Mee 
Nooo 
Totaooa 
No-oe 

Taooa, Aroorooa 

Oe 

Nana 


/, myfelf, me 
Mine 
They 
Thine 

We, both of us 

Tou 

He 


Verbs. 

Eteei 

Eooawai 

Ehootee 

Homy, Hapymy 

Fyioo, tooty 

Taprahai 

Oboo 

Teimotoro 

Toopy 

E rook 00 

Pariy 

Erooy 

Fafefe 

Etatce 

Aahoo 

F atte 

thooee, Ehoo-o 
Etooo 


To Abide 
Agitate 
Angle 

Afk for a thing 
Wipe the backfuie 
Bajiinade 
To Bathe 
Bawl 
.Beat upon 
Beat a drum 
Befpatter 
Belch 

Bend any thing 
Bewail 
Bite, as a dog 
Blow the nofe 
Bore a hole 
Bow with the head 


Owhatte, Owhanne, YMcBreak a thing 
Watte wecte wc teaho Breathe 

Homy 

Doodooe ‘'■".’’S 

Too-otooooo . 

Eamo Ctf'-O’ “V . , , 

Carry any one on the back 

Popoee;, Peero Catch a thing 

Amawheea r 

Ehoote Catch fifi with a line 

Ey 

Ehee, te, me, myty C/«^e 

Taharee Coo/ with a fan 

Tamrn Court awomau 

Creep on the hands and feet 
Aaooa Crerw, as a cock 

Taee Cn 

ct the hair with Mars 

Oono 

FTnni-p Deftrc 

F^w^wo Dip meat in fait water 

fST' DffiVfJS.. &>. 

yp f Draw a bow 

F ako Draw by force 

Eu hauhoo t’Ahoo Dref s {put on chaths) 

Aoenoo 7 

Etotooroo,Etooroo Drop, or leak 

Ey. Hohora 

a G 
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Capt. COOKES VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


Verbs. 

Hohora 

Topa 

Tearro 

Atee 

Eneotto 

Eiote 

Maliora 

Panoo 

Eraire 

Hefeto 

Ehanne 

Hoatoo 

Harre 

Eravva 

Haro 

Atee 

Harawai 

Eannatehearee 

Werooa 
Etoe, toowlie 
Ewoua 
T eraee 
Ehoona 
'Japea 

EIcbaou, Wapoota 

Teehe 

Mou 

Togo 

Ateei te Efarre 
. Ewhae 
Faeete 

Ehoora, telawhy 

Mahouta, Araire 

Tahee 

Emaa 

Ehoee 

Eete 

Ehea 

Atta 

Ewheeoo 

Erawai 

Eteraha, Tepoo 
Atoonoo tTeewem 
Tcepy 

Ewhatoroo t’Arere 

Tapoone 

Ehenaroo 

Hohora, te Moeya 

Faeete 

Ewharidde 

Tootooe 

Oohappa 

Apooepooe 

Epoota 

Etoohee 

Hamanima 

Ewhaou 

Atouou 

Tehaddoo 

.Kmaooma 

Ehapaoo 

Oopoupoii, tealio 
Wliatea 

Wemma 

Atee, Eatee 

I'lhec te mai my ty 

Ooma 

Areete 

Hoohootee 

Eoowhce 

Manee 

Korome 

Eawa, Erooy 

Eroo, Eroo, Eharoo 

Toorace 

2 


Expand 
Tq Fall down 
Feel 
Fetch it 
Fight 
Finijh 

Fiji (to open the) 

Float on the face in the wa- 
ter 

To Fly (as a bird) 

Fold up 
Frifi 

Give an - i 
Go, or walk 
Go, or quit a place 
Go, begone 
Go fetch it 
Grafp 

Grate the kernel of a cocoa- 
nut 
Grow 

Grunt, or Jlrain 
Pull the hair 
Hew 

Hide a thing 
Hinder 
Hit a mark 
Hifs 

Hold fajl 
Halloo 

Keep at home 
Inform 
Interrogate 
Invert 

Jump, or leap 

Kick 

Kindle 

Kifs 

Know 

Labour (work) 

Laugh 

Leave 

Lift a thing up 

Lie down, or rejl one*s felf 

Light, or kindle afire 

Loll, or be lazy 

IjoH out the tongue 

Look for a thing loji 

Ijove 

Make the bed 
Meafure a thing 
Meet one 

Melt or dijfolve a thing 
Mifs a mark 
Mix things together 
Mince, or cut fmall 
Mock 

Open (the mouth) 

Mutter or Jiammer 

Nod 

Open 

Overcome 

Overturn 

Pant, or breathe quickly 
To Paddle a canoe*s head to 
the right 

Ditto ditto to the left 
Peel the fkln of a nut 
Pick, or choofe 
Pinch 
Pluck up 

Ditto hairs from the heard 
Plmrge a thing in the water 
Pour out 

Prefs, orfqueeze 
Pu'te 

Pufue and overtake a per- 
fon 

Pujb with the hand 


Verbs, 

Orno 

Epy 

Epouie te rya 
Moomoomoo 
Enoho 
Atoo 

Ewhaoowhaoo 

Eoome, Ehoe, 

Horoee 

Ewhano ^ 

Ooaoo 

Eraraoo 

Go, Paemce 

Ehopoe 

Etooe 

Eooawai 

Evaroo, Whanne, 

Atete 

Atomo 

Anoho 

Teepy 

Moe 

Moeroa 

Tooroore, moe 

Aheoi 

Ehairoo 

Eparooparoo 

Paraou 

Emare 

Tootooa 

Hohora 

Nenee-e 

Roromee 

Tatahy 

Atearenona 

Wahee, te dirre 

Worecdo 

Fou, foil 

Peero, peero 

Teeteeo 

Atoo 

Oteote 

Aboone 

Horome 

Ewhaapoo te maa 
Evcvette 
Etooyaoo 
Hahy, whatte 
Ewhaee te boa 
Taora 

Evaratowha 

Amahooa 

Harrewai 

Myneena 

Ty 

1 atahe, Tataliy 

Ooatittc, Eta 

Hoodeepccpc 

Ooahoc 

Tawecree 

Eete 

I'aturra 

Erooy 

Arra, arra. Era 

Avouoia 

Hooapccpc 

Mare 

Etcae 

Ha noa, a, fiaec 

Evoce 

Mapoo 

Ohcmoo 

Eamou, amoo 

Horoee 

Hamamma 


Put a thing away 
Recline upon 
Reef a fail 
Rend 
Refide 
Rife up 
Rive 

Row with oars 
Rub a thrn£ 

Sail 

Scrape a tlsing 
Scratch 

Search for a thing kjl 
Send 

Sew, or firing 
Shake a thing 
whanne Shave 
Shiver 
Sink 
Sit down 
Ditto crofs legged 
Sleep 

■ Ditto (tloe long fleet, ar 
death) 

Ditto (yvhen fitting) 

Smell 
Snatch 
Soften 
Speak 
Spill 
Sfit 

Spread out 
Squeeze hard 
Ditto gently 

Stamp, or trample on a 
thing 
Stand up 
Startle 
Steel 

To Stink, or fmell ill 
Ditto (as excrement) 

Stool (to go to) 

Stop 

Suck (like a child) 
Surround 
Swallow 

Take care of the viduais 
Ditto ofi\ or unkofe 
Ditto a friend by the hand 
Tear a thing 
Tend hogs 

- Throw, or heave a thing 

- Ditto (a lance) 

Ditto (a ball) 

Throw a thing away 
Tickle 
Tie a knot 
Trample upon 
Tremble, or Jhake with cold 
Turn about 
Turn 

Twiji a rope 
Underftand 
Undrefs 

- Vomit 
PVake (awake) 

IValk out 

Walk backwards and 
wards 
WaJfj 
Watch 
Weep, or cry 
Whet, or Jharpen 
Whifile 

Whifper, or backbite 
Wink 

Wipe (clean a thing) 
lawn 


PARTICttS- 
























































































































































COO K*s SECOND VOYAGE-—for m^\dn^DiJcoveHes iii the SoUtbSeai 6c Round the World. 


Particles. 

Awai, Awai to Peeree-ai 

Ncea,Tienneca 

Amaoo 

Otahoi 

Temoa 

TeXro, Tcediraro 
Oraro 

Aoonal 

Awaroo 

Eha ., 

No, reira, No, reida 
No, waho-oo 
No, itiooa 
Faeetc 
Tohyto 

Bobo, A, Bobo 
Abobo doora 
Poee, poee, addoo 
Aoone te Po 

Aceva 

Ayma. Yaihd. Aoure. Ace, 
Yehaeea 


Admiration {an inierjelfion) 

AboFve 

All 

Alone 

Before (in oppojition to be¬ 
hind ) 

Between 

Below (Jn oppoftion to above) 
Ditto (underneatht or far be• 
low) 

Day, to day 

Eight 

Four 

From (there) 

Ditto (without) ] 

Ditto (before) 

Half 

Immediately 
Morrow (to) ^ 

Ditto (the day after to) 

Ditto (the fecond day after to) 
Night (to day at night, or to 
night) 

Nine 

No 


Ataliai 

One 

Teharra 

Over (more ti 

Teiweho 

Out 

Epaha 

Perhaps 

A Heetoo 

Seven 

AHonoo 

Six 

Allahcuccai 

Surprize or 
ierjedion) 

Ahooroo 

Ten 

Tcraee 

There 

Toroo 

Tloree 

ERooa 

Two 

Oraro 

Under 

Poupouce 

Under fail 

Teero to 

Within 

Ay, ai 

Tes 

Ninnahay 

Teflerday 

Erepo 

Tejiernight 


PHRASES AND SENTENCES. 
Tarappe, 

To beckon a perfon with the hand, 

Taata horoaoee, 

Ton are a generous man, 

Heamanee, 

Boy—a familiar way of fpeaking. 

Ateera, 

Haeue done. It is enough. Or there is no more. 
Farccwai, 

To hide the face, as when ajhamed. 

Ehoa, 

Friend—(a zvc^ of addrefftng a jiranger.) 
E^pattc, 

Afalutaiion to a particula)‘ friend, 
Atoobianoo, 

Hammer it out. 

Mamoo, 

Hold your tongue, be filent or quiet. 
Tehanooc, 

How do you do, or bow is it with you? 
Vaiheeo, 

Keep it to yourfelf 


Ahooa, 

My le^s ache, or are tired. 

Eoma tc tareca, 

To prick up the ears. 

Harrencina, 

To walk quickly. 

Enara, 

Shew it me: 

Hoina, 

Smell it. 

Neeate dotbo tfe paroii no nona. 

He fpeaks not from his heart, his words are only on bis lips: 

Ateearenona, 

Stand up. 

Arcca, Areeana, 

Stay, or wait d little, 

Taureaa, 

Shall I throw it. 

Popoeunoo, 

A Utile timci a fmall fpace: 

Tamoo, 

A long time, a great whiles 
Areeana, 

Wait, flay a lilile. 

Woura, wooara. 

Well recovered, or well efcapedi 
Poorotoo, 

It is well, charming fine. 

Ehara, Eharya, Yehaeea, 

Whals that? (inquijilively) 

Owy te abeoa, 

Jiloai do you call that? What is the lidme of it? 
WTieea, 

When? at what time? 

Tebea, 

Where is it ? 

Owy, tanna, Owy nana, 

JITjo is that ? what is he called ? 

Aceox), 

Will I not do it ? (expreffed angrily) 
Terra,'tanne, 

She is a married woman, fie has got another hujband,. 

Explanation of the foregoing and following Tables, 

fo far as refpecls the pronunciation of the words. 

Whatever rules may be laid down for pronouncing 
a living language, they can be of little fervice to a per- 
fort defirous of fpcaking the fame with purity: that 
pronunciation being beft, if not only attainedj by living 
in the country, and a friendly communication with 
the natives. However, for the better underftanding 
the language in thefe tables, we fhall make a few ob- 
fervations on the powers of the vowels, viZi 

A. is founded the fame as A long in the Englifli 
tongue, as in the word angel ; e has three powers, and 
has the fame fimple founds as in the words eloquence, 
bred, then. 

I. in the middle of words, founds like that vowel in 
the word indolence. Sometimes it is reprefenced by y. 
And fometimes by the proper diphthong ee. 

O. is often expreHed by oo>, and founds the fame as in 
the word §)od. 

U. is generally exprblTed by eu, and has a long and 
fliort found, as in the words unity, umlrage. 

T. in the middle or end of words, founds like i, as 
by, my. But before a vowel or at the beginning of a 
word, it is a confonant, as in the Englilh words yes, 
yell. 

The diphthongs ee dnd oo are proper, and make but 
one fimple found. 


TABLE 
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List 


of the Bark ENDEAVOUR’S Officers and Passengers in Capt. Cook^ Fjrst Vpv^c^.round the World*. 


Officers, &c. 


Names. 


^heir fuhfeqtient Fortunes^ or wbat J>jecam of ihm* 


Commander, zSfnVzi Hkh, 


Master, 


‘ 3d. Lieutenant John Gore^ 
Robert Molineux^ 


1 on his third voy^e, then a Poft-captaijn. 

“^^t. Helena. 


Boatswain, 

Carpenter, 

Cook, 

Qunner, 
Surgeon, 
Master’s Mate, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Midshipman, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


John Gather ay^ 

IVilliam Satterly, 

John Th^nfm, 

Stephen ForwooJ, 

IVilliant Brougham Monkhoufe^ 
Charles Clerke, 

Richard Pickerfgill, 

Alexander fVeir, 

John IVilliam Bootie, 

Jonathan Monkhoufe, 

Patrick Saunders, 


Killed t 

Died homeward bound, after leaving St. 

Now a Poll-captain in Greenwich-hoipital. 

Died homeward bound, after leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Died of a flux fliortly after leaving Batavia, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Now or lately gunner of the Achilles of 64 guns. 

Died alhore at Batavia. 

Died on the fourth voyage, a mailer and commander. 

A lieutenant of the royal nayy, drowned by accident in 
the Thames. 

Drowned outward bound at Madeira. 

Died of a flux after leaving Batavia. 

Ditto. 

Left the Ihip at Batavia, and died there fbon after. 


Ja 7 nes alias Ja*m Maria Matra, Since Gonful of the Canary Illands. 


Francis Wilkin/on, 
Ifaac George Manley^ 


Surgeon’s Mate, IViUiam Peiry , 

Captain’s Clerk, Richard Orton, 

Ship's or Purser’s 
Steward, IVilliam Dawfott^ 

Serjeant of Ma¬ 
rines, John Edgecutnhe, 

PASSENGERS. 

Jofoph Banks, Efqi 
Dr. Daniel Solander, 

Draughtsmen of 

Mr. Banics, Hemati DiedHeh Sporeiiig, 

Sydney Parkiffon, 

—~ Buehafii 
iiXMsomR, Charles Gr.een^ 


Died at Deptford foon after his return. 

A lieutenant of the royal navy. 

Navy furgeon, loll on Scilly in the Nancy Packet from 
India. 

A purfer of the royal navy. 

Ditto. 

Now a captain. 


'the prefent prelident Of the Royal Society, now Sir 
Jfofeph. 

Died lately in London, 

A Sweede, died of a flux after leaving Batavia. 

A Quaker, ditto. 

Died after a Ihof t' illnefs at Qtaheite of fatigue. 

Died of an inverted gout, after leaving Batavia. 


&Cr complcatcd four Voyages round the World,* bdides fervlng long in the fomier war on board the Windfoj 


List of the Sxoop RElSOLUTION’s Officers and Men, in Capt. Cook's Second Voyage round the World# 


RESOLUTION. 


. Officers, &c. 
Captain, 
lieutenants, 

^(Icr, 

fioatfwain, 

^fpenter, 

bunner, 

Surgeon, 
ftrs Mates 

JJi^-gcon’s Mates 
J^lPUin’s Clerk 
Afliftant, 

at arms 


3 

6 

2 

I 


Names. 
James Cook. 
Richard Pickerfgill, 
Robert P. Cooper. 
Charles Clerke. 
Jofeph Gilbert. 
James Gray. 

James Wallis. 
Robert Anderfon. 
James Patten. 


Hogg. 


Corporal 

Armourer 

Mate 

Sail-maker 

Mate 

Boatfwain’s Mates 
Carpenter’s Mates 
Gunner's Mates 
Carpenter’s Crew 
Cook 
Mate 

Quarter Mailers 
Able Seamen 


r 

I 

t 

1 

1 
3 

3 

2 

4 

I 

I 

6 

45 


Lieutenant of Marines, John Edgeumbe. 
Seijeant i 

Corporals 2 

Drummer i 

Privates j 5 


No. 


25; 


H 


List 
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Capt. COOKs VOYAGES GOMPLETE. 


List of the Adventure’s Officers and Men in Cape. Cooks Second Voyage round the Wor^ 




The adventure. 


Officers^ &c. 
Captain, 

Lieutenants, 

Mailer, 

Boatfwain, 

Carpenter, 

Gunner, 

Surgeon, 

Mailer’s Mates 
Midlhipmen 
Surgeon’s Mate 
Captain’s Clerk 
Mailer at Arms 
Corporal 


Names. 

Tobias Fumcaux. 
Arthur Kempe. 
Jofeph Shank. 
Peter Fannin. 
Edward Johns. 
William Qlford. 
Andrew Gloag. 
Thomas Andrews. 


2 

4 

2 

i 

I 

1 


Annourer Ir 

Marc jr 

Sail-maker i 

Mate I 

Boatfwain’s Mates a 

Carpenter’s Mates 2 

Gunner’s Mate- i. 

Carpenter’s Crew ‘ 4 

Cook I 

Mate I 

Quarter Mailers 4 

Able Seamen * 33 

Lieutenant 9.f Marines, James Scott; 

Serjeant i 

Corporal i 

Drummer i 

Privates S 


Having prepared a eompleU narrative (from dupli-- 
cates of the original journals of Jeveral officers, w ho 
failed in the Rejolution when llie was dellined to 
explore the Pacific Ocean) of Capt. Cook’s Third 
Voyage, ihcEditorsoiihiscomplete COLLECTION 
of Voyages round the World, thought it their 
duty to cotnpare it with all the different accounts hi¬ 
therto publilhcd of that celebrated voyage, merely to 
corrcdl any circumllance which might have been 
placed in various points of view by the feveral 
writers. The different relations of this Voyage as 
already given to the public by Evans, Newbery, 
Moore, Ellis, Jones, King, See. See. together with 
thoje publijhed in all the Magazines and Nexvs- 
papers, as well as thofe laid to be publijhed by and 
dedicated to the Lords of the Admiralty, have been 
carefully confulted, and have not only been found 
to contradibi each other very materially, but allb to 
vary in fome important points from the manuferipts 
and materials which have furnilhed ourownaccount .— 
We think it neceflary therefore to bellow fome time, 
and cwfiderable pains, to irtvefiigate the inconfijiencies 
here alluded to, in order that we may be enabled to 
prefent to our very numerous fubferibers (in the courfe 
of this work) what we pledged ourfclves to do in 
our Propofals, viz. to give a new, authentic, full, 
‘ and con}plete Account of Cook’s last Voyage to the 
Pacific Qsean, and which will contain all the fabls, 
incideytts, and circumjiances, related in a fatiffaliory 


manner. In the mean time, nothing lliall be want- 
ing to render this w'ork ahfolutely the hefi extent > all 
the large fplendid copper-plates, maps, charts, 8cc.Vill 
be delivered as they are received from the fevenl 
gravers, which will be dircdled to be placed right in 
the laft Number; and the grand general of the 
IVorld will certainly be given in our next number, 
which will Ihew Capt. Cook’s different routs in his Ihr^ 
fuceffive voyages, and all his difeoveries in one point 
of view. In the week after next will be delivered 
to the Subferiben a large folio prim, finely engraved, 
x^pTtkntmgthedeathoi Capt. Cook. We lhallnow 
proceed to give a new and accurate Account of Com¬ 
modore Byron’s Voyage round the World, as it was 
^^firjl undertaken and performed during the;)rr- 
fent reign ; after which we intend to record thofe 
of Wallis, Carteret, &c.. and the public may 
depend, th^ the only reafon we have not given 
Cook’s Third Voyage in this part of our Col¬ 
lection, is, that we may be able to give a inorefiH 
and fatisfaJlory account of this celebrated voyage, than 
has ever been publijhed by any perfon or peifonswhatf 
ever; and after having performed our arduous talk, 
we doubt not, but our Subferibers, and the Public, 
will readily acknowledge, that by our care andcir- 
cumfpedlion, we fhall have detedled numerous fil- 
fities which have been foified on the public, and 
reprefented falls and circumjiances as they rcdl^ 
happened. 










































































































































































new, authentic, dhd complete account arid NAftEATlVEi of 

A VOYAGE Round the WORLD, 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED 

By the Hon. Commodore (now Admiral) BYRON^ 

In his Majefty’s Ship the D O L P H I Nj accompanied by 
Capt* M O U A T in the Tamar Sloop* 

undertaken principally 

For making Difcoverles in the Southern Ocean, between the Cape of Good 

and the Magellanic Straits ; 

And Containing, among a Variefy of other interefting Particulars^ 

A genuine Account of the Straits of Magellan, and of the gigantic race of People called t>atagonian^5 
alfoaSurvey offeveral Iliandsdifcoveredin the Scaithern Hemifphere j together with ^ minute, dr- 
cumilantial, and full Defeription of the feveral Places, People, Animalo,- Vegetables, and Natural 
Curiofities, difeovered and feen in theCourfe of this remarkable Voyage ; which was begun on the 
3(1 of July 1764, and compleated the 9th of May, 176-6 ; containing a Period of little more than 
Twenty-two Months^ and included in the Year 1764, 1765, and 1766. 

t II M l. • ■ -11» > 


C H A P. 1. 


Eximardinary preparations inad^i dnd pf'ecautibns ufedi for this voyage-—Nantes of the twoJhipSy numher of men; ^c,-^CTt^ 
itanjlances previous to hoijiing the broad pendanty and oiirfetting fail^^he Dolphin takes in her guns at Lang Reach, and 
is there joined by the ^amar frigate-^^ey fail from the Jitnvns, and arrive at Plymouth---Anchor in the found—Pajfage 
from Plyntfiutb to Madeira—Obfevvations on ibis iJland^Rtin from henebtb St. Jago one of the Cape de Vffd Ijlandsy and 
anchor in Pori Praya—Obfervations on the ijlcmd and port—fhey make ike coaftof Brazily and enter the harbour of Rid 
de Janeiro—Obfervatwns—Departure from this port, bound,, as we thought, iq the Eaf Indies—Orders made known,- 
wbicb were to go on difcoverles to the South Sea—the Dolphin and Tamar make C^pc BlancOy Penguin Iflcy and the har^ 
hour of Port Dejire—rise Dolphin in danger of being loft at this laft place—Obfervatious on the harbour and adjacent^ 
country—Departure from Port Deftre in fearch of Pepys Iftand—Anclxr on the coaft of Patagoniay ten leames within the 
muib of the Straits of Magellan—An account of the extraordinay ftdture of fotrie inhabitants feen there-^^Proceed up the 
Straits of Magellan to Port Famine—An account of the harbour, coafti and inhabitants’^ A defeription of the country, 
particularly the woodsy and the beautiful Sedger--Favourable andpleafmg circumftdiiccs during our flay heirs 


A.D 1*76^ T T ^ ^ prefent Majefty, very early in life 
• • 7 4 ‘ formed a plan ©f diftinguifhing his 
reign, by patronizing the profecution of New Difeoye- 
rics in the unknown regions of the Southern Hcmif- 
pherc; and we have been told, that he declared his in¬ 
tention, foon after he came to the crown, of appropria- 
ting a great part of his revenue for that particular pur- 
In 1764, orders were given for carrying this 
laudable dciign into execution ; in confequcnce of 
which, on the 18rh of April, preparations were made 
to fit out the Dolphin Ihip of war, and the Tamar 
l^atc, for a fuppoied voyage to the Eaft Indies. The 
l^lphin was a lixih rate, mountining 24 guns, and had 
^ree lieutenants, 37 petty officers, and 150 feamen on 
ward ; the Tamar mounted 16 guns, having on board 
three lieutenants, 22 petty officers, and 90 feamen. 
Inc honourable Commodore (now Admiral) Byron 
appointed commander in chief, in the Dolphin, 
^nd the command under him, of the frigate, was given 
f ^apt. Mouat. Both of thefc vefficls were fitted out 
or the purpofe of making difcoverles of countries 
8‘thorto unknown, within the high fouthcrii la&itudcs, 


convenient for navigation^ and in climates adapted to 
the produeftion of commodities ufcfui in- commerce, 
particularly in the Atlantic Ocean, between; the Gape 
of Good Hope, and the Straits of Magellan. The 
inftru<flions from the Admiralty-board to the commo¬ 
dore, likewife dire( 5 tcd him t6 make an accurate furvey 
of Pepy’s I Hand, and thofe which had been nairrcd by 
Sir John Narborough, Faulkland’s Iflands, in honour- 
of lord Faulkland ; which, though firft difeovered, and 
fince vifited by Britifh navigators, had never been fuf». 
fidently examined, fo as that an accurate judgement 
might be formed of their coafts, natives, and produc¬ 
tions. Great care was taken, and extraordinary precau-* 
tions ufed in preparing for this vdyagc; The bottom 
of the Dolphin was ffieathed with copper; as were like¬ 
wife the braces and pintles for the ufe of the rudder, 
which was the firft Experiment of the kind, that had 
ever been made onany vefTcl. On the 14th of May, 
being ready for fea, fhe left the dock, when we re<:eived 
a number of men from the old hulks, which had been 
for fomc time ufed to receive on board materials for 
the ufe of the fhip. The next day we got in our inafti, 
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and with all expedition polTible, began to put up the 
rigging; the greatefl: part of the hands being now, 
from the time of her leaving the dock, principally 
employed in receiving the ftorcs, and in {hipping the 
ableft Teamen, till the 9th of June, when we flipt our 
modring, and failed for Long Reach, wlrere we received 
qur guns, and were joined by our intended confort, 
the Tamar frigate. 

’ On tjie 14th, we received bn board a pilot for the 
DoMmSj'and at fix o’clock, A. M. weighed anchor with 
little wind, and with our boats a-head : our draught of 
water forward being then 15 feet fix inches, and abaft 
14 feet fix inches. At feven o'clock the Dolphin ftrik- 
ing the bottom, fwung round; however, the ground 
being veiy muddy, it foon gave way, and this accident 
was attended witli no other confeqiience, than her lying 
in the mud a^ut two hours. This .circumhance at 
our firft fetting out, which occahoned only a fmall 
delay, inftead of checking the ardour of our men, ferved 
only to infpire them with hopes of meeting w ith fewer 
crolTes in the profecution of their voyage. On the 16th 
we anchored in the Downs, and rnoqred the ihip. Dur¬ 
ing our continuance here, we fent the pilot on ihore, 
and received from Deal a large twelve-oaied barge for 
the fervice ofburfhip, with a quantity of frefli beef and 
greens. This day the Tamar paiTed us for Plymouth, 
and on the day following we received the honourable 
Capt. Byron on board. 

Thurfday the 2iff, we weighed and failed from the 
Downs; and in the night had a violent fquall of wind, 
which, at that feafon of the year, might be reckoned 
rather uncommon. On the 22nd, at eight o’clock, 
A. M. we anchored in Plymouth Sound, and faluted the 
admiral with 13 guns; and at nine, having received a 
pilot on board, failed into Hamouze, and lafhed along- 
fide the Sheer Hulk. As the Dolphin had taken the 
ground, the men on board w'ere, according to orders, 
employed in getting out the guns and booms for dock¬ 
ing ; it being thought advifcable to examine if fhe had 
fuftained any damage, when it appeared, that the fhip 
had happily not received any hurt. On the 28th {he 
came out of dock, and having replaced her guns and 
ftofes, we failed into the found, where we moored, and 
found the Tamar lying between the ifland and the 
main, having unhung her rudder, to repair fome fmall 
damage fhe had fuftained. While we remained at 
Plymouth, our men received two months pay advance, 
in order to enable them to purchafe neceffaries; a pri¬ 
vilege granted to all his Majefty’s (hips bound todiftant 
ports ; at which time the inhabitants on fhore have the 
liberty of coming on board to fell them fhirts, jackets, 
and trowzers, which arc termed flops. After a ftay of 
four days, the honourable John Byron, our Commodore, 
hoifted his broad-pendant, he being, as was reported, 
appointed commander in chief of all his Majefty’s fhips 
in the Eaft Indies. Immediately upon this a fignal 
was made for failing, by firing a gun, and loofing our 
top fails, which being fet, and another gun fired, we 
took our departure from Plymouth on the 3d of July, 
having his Majefty's frigate the Tamar in com¬ 
pany. 

On Wednefday the 4th of July, we ftiaped our courfc, 
with a fine breeze, for the ifland of Madeira, during 
which run, we had the vexation of obferving, that our 
confort was a heavy failer. On Thurfday the 
12th, in the evening, we deferied the rocks near Ma¬ 
deira called the Deferts, from their defolate appea¬ 
rance; and on the 13th we came to an anchor in Fun- 
chialc Bay; fo named from the great abundance of a 
beautiful kind of fennel that grows on the fliore. 

It is on the fouth part of the ifland, and at the bottom 
is thcrcity of the fame name, feated on a fmall plain, 
from which three rivers run into the fea, forming an 
ifland called Loo Rock, it being entirely barren. Dpon 
this b placed a caftle, and the town is alfo defended by 
a high wall, and a battery of cannon. This ifland 
is compofed of one continued hill of a confiderable 
height, extending from eaft to weft; the declivity of 
which on the fouth-fide is interfperfed with vineyards; 
and in the midft of this (lope are the country-feats of 
4 


the merchants, which add greatly to the beauty oLh 
profped. The air is fo temperate, that the inhubita 
. feel little inconvenience from heat and cold, 
ing here a perpetual fpring, which produces bioUbm 
and-fruit.throughout the.year. Tbe lbil is-fofm^ 
that it produces more ■'Corn than any of the adiiic 
iflands of double the extent. The grafs flioots upT 
high, that they are obliged to burn it; and - ai hen thc^ 
plant fugar c^nes in the allies, in iix iipnth^s time i\J 
will produce a confiderable qliantity'of fugar. ^ 
ifland abounds with fine cedar-trees, and almoll all kinds 
of rich fruits, particularly grapes as large as our com¬ 
mon plumbs; but all the fine fruits arc coo lufcious to 
be eaten in any great quantities. T’^c naciiycs arc bid 
to make tl^c belt fwcer-incais-in ^hc world: liny ex, 
oel too in preferving oranges, as alfdui making 
malades and p^rf^med paftes,. /I'hc jhgar ^nadc here 
•is not only remarkably fine, but ha.s;the f^t^l of 
violets; and the wine of this ifland will keep better 
in long voyages and in hot countries, chan that of any 
other place in the known M orld, on which account 
great quantities.-of it arc bought up for the ufc of Ihips, 
and exported to the Weft Indies. Their convents have 
a venerable appcarai^ce, from Uieir age and ftqbture. 
Some of the nuns belonging to them arc handlbmc 
and, at particular hours, have the liberty of converling 
with ftrangers, through a double barred grate. Their 
chief employment conlifts inmaking curious flowers of 
all foits, little bafkets, and.other trinket^, in. needle* 
w'prk, which they fell to their vilitors, and the money 
is appropriated to the ufe of the convents. Notwith- 
ftanding the extraordinary fertility of the ifland, pro- 
vifions of all kinds arc very dear, the inhabitants liv¬ 
ing chiefly on fruit and roots. 'There arc Ibmc hogs 
and fowls; but they cannot be procured without great 
difficulty, except by way of exchange for old cioaths, 
which in whatever condition, or of whatever kind, arc 
eagerly fought after by the poor among the natives. 
While we continued here, we w^ere fupplied w ith frefli 
beef, very indifferent of the kind, as their bullocks, 
either from want of fweet pafture, or from nature, arc 
both lean, and under the common fizc. On our arrival 
in the road of Funchiale, we found the Ferric and 
Crown floop lying at anchor, who faluted our Com¬ 
modore on his hoifting the broad-pendanr, the fort alfo 
returned our falute with eleven guns; and on the 14th, 
Commodore Byron waited on the governor, by whom 
he was received wnch great politenefs; and on the day 
following the governor returned his vilic at the houi« 
of the conful. Having taken in our water, wine, and 
other rcfrefhments for the ufc of both the fllips com¬ 
panies, on the 19th we began to prepare for proceeding 
on our voyage. 

On Friday the 20th, wc took leave of the governor 
by firing eleven guns, which compliment he returned 
from the citadel; and at three o’clock, A. M. we 
w^eighed anchor and fet fail, in company with his Ma¬ 
jefty’s fllips the Crown, Ferric, and I'amar. It is oh- 
fervable, that in leaving this ifland (hips are in a man¬ 
ner becalmed, till they get four or five leagues to the 
leeward, where they are fure to find a brilk trading 
wind. The next day we made the ifland of Palma, 
one of the Canaries. Wc now parted company with 
the Crown and Ferric, and on the 2 2d fpokc with his 
majefty’s fhip Liverpool from the Eaft Indies, by whom 
wcYcnt letters to England. This day we examined ouf 
water-cafks, and concluded, wc w ere under a necefOt/ 
to touch at one of the Cape dc Verd iflands tbf ^ 
frefli fupply. On the 26th, our water being foul 
{linking, wc w’crc obliged to have recourlc to a kind 
of ventilator, w'hich forced the air through the water m 
a continued ftream, whereby it was purified. On the 
27th in the morning, we made the ifle of Sal, one 0 
the Cape dc V'^erds, when obferving fcveral turtles on 
the furtace of the fca, we hoifled out our boat, in order 
to ftrike fome of them, but they aJl dilappeared before 
our people were within reach of them. Indeed we had 
little chance of catching any forts of fifli, for none ot 
the finny tribe would come near the fliip, becaufc 
was fheathed with copper. 
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0„ Mondav the 30th, at two o’clock P. M. we faw 

•n St Taeo: and at three came to an an- 

^or'^itamile^romthe ihore, in the bay called 
Pnr’Prava, in nine fathoms water, havmgr fainted a 
to 1 fortification belonging to die Portuguefc, who re- 
S the compliment. At this time it was near the 
“to fofon, which, when fet m, renders thj^s harbour 
irTunfafe; for a rolling fwell from the fouthward 
nukes a frightful furf on the foore, and every hour a 
"’!„jdomaybe expeded, which at times is very fu- 
infi may produce fatal confcqucnces to fliip- 
on which account no vefTel comes here after the 
f of Auffuft, till the rainy fcafon is over, which is 
in the month of November. St. Jago isthe largeftand 
moft fruitful of all the Cape de Verd iHands; and not- 
withdanding its being rocky and mountainous, the vaU 
levs not only produce Indian corn, but fruits of various 
kinds and'plenty of cotton. The ifland has four 
towns, befidcs Ribeira Grande, the capital, in which 
refides the governor, Oviodonc, and bifliop. Moft of 
the priefts are negroes, as indeed arc far the greateft 
part of the inhabitants, there being only about three 
whites to forty blacks, who have fcarcc deaths fuf- 
ficient to cover their nakednefs. There arc but few 
foldiers, and thofe, to outward appearance, are moft 
indigent wretches. A Hiip no fooncr arrives, than the 
natives flock from all parts of the ifland with difterent 
kinds of proviiions; and thefc they exchange for old 
clothes, particularly black, on which they fet the 
highefl value, and for a mere trifle of that kind, you 
may be provided with a fuffleient quantity of turkeys, 
geefe, fruit, and other ncceflfary articles of fca-ftock. 
But, however wretched thefe people may appear at 
the firfl: view, they live in the greateft plenty, and 
from the fertility of the foil, enjoy not only the ncccf- 
faries, but what, in other places would be efteemed the 
luxuries of life. Having by this time got on board a 
fiipply of water, frefh proviftons, and fruit, we un¬ 
moored, fignal having been made for our depar¬ 
ture. 

On Thiirftlay, the 2nd of Auguft, we got under 
fail, and put to fca, with the Tamar in company. Soon 
after, the fcorching heat, and uncealing rain, afte<fl:ed 
the health of our crew', many of whom began to fall 
down in fevers, notwithftanding the commodore took 
theutmoft care to make the men, w'ho were wet, fliift 
themfelvcs, before they laid down to fteep. On the 
8th we loft a good deal of way, by fliortcning fail till 
the Tamar came up, who had her topfail yard carried 
away. In thefe hot latitudes, fhips generally take fifti 
m plenty, but we were not able to catch one, the caufc 
of which difappointmenr, we have already noticed. 
OnThurfday, the nth of September, we deferied 
Frio, on the coaft of Brazil, in the 23d degree 
of Ibuth latitude, and the 42nd deg. 20 min. W. lon¬ 
gitude from London. The next day, about noon, we 
fntered the harbour of Rio dc Janeiro, and anchored 
jnaghteen fathoms water, fort St. Acroufe bearing 
h. R half S. a remarkable peak, in the form of a fu- 
gr-Ioaf, prefenting itfelf to our view on the larboard 
jdo, at the fouth by eaft, and Snake’s Ifland, which is 
e largcft in the harbour, appearing clofc by the towm 
N north end of the town at W. half 

♦ On the 14th, we received a pilot on board, and 
An m between the ifland and main, not a quarter of a 
with h”' ^fiore, and at noon fainted the citadel 
Oi which were immediately returned. 

theV' ^ board frcfti proviftons for 

of rh ^^^panies, which began to be in great want 
^P^^J^lly of greens, the feurvy having al- 
On appearance among the men on board, 

whn i-A p«r Commodore viftted the governor, 

anns • putting the guard under 

li'.'c f ^^ooility condiuftetl him to the viceroy’s pa- 
• h' * ^ honour of the Britifti 

Was vpr ^ ^ afterwards returned the vilit, and 

Dhin Commodore on board the Dol- 

^Wion ^ifitablc to his high rank. On this 

3*rds withthC Joanned the ftiip, ftanding on the 

No. 26, 


f arms extended Juft to touch each other; 


zlnd a falute was given with 15 guns, which was re¬ 
turned by an equal number from the citadel. On the 
9th of dtftobcr, Lord Clive, in the Kent Indiaiiiani 
paid Commodore Byron a viftt, when he likewife re¬ 
ceived the fame compliment, both at his coming on 
board, and his going away. The fame day a pilot 
CJtme on board to conducfl us into the road, and at ftx 
o'clock P. M. we weighed, and fet our fails; but 
having little wind, we were obliged to come again to 
an anchor, and wait till the next morning, during 
which time we had an opportunity of making a few 
obfervations on the harbour, which feems capable of 
receiving an hundred fail of fhips in good anchorage, 
with furticient room for them to ride in fafery. The 
town of Rio de Janeiro is commodioufly feated at the 
back of Snake's ifland, which being not above five 
hundred yards from it, commands, from the fortifica¬ 
tions eredted on it, every thing that can polfibly come 
to annoy the town; and there are feveral other iflands 
at the entrance fortified with difterent batteries. Thefe 
fortifications appear fo formidable in the eyes of the 
Porciiguefe, that they are fo vain as to think, the whole 
power of Europe would not be fuffleient to deprive 
them of their pofTeffion; yet we may fafely aflirin, that 
fix fail of our men of war of the line would be able 
todeftroy all their batteries in a few hours. 

From the 15th of September to the 18th of October, 
our men were employed in watering, wooding, caulks 
ing, &c. We had fix Portuguefe caulkers to aftift our 
carpenter, who were paid at the rate of fix fliillings 
ftcrling per diem, though it is certain, that one of our 
Engliln caulkers would do as much in one day, as they 
could do in three; but though flow and inadtive, they 
perform their work very completely. In riiis port the 
air is refreflied by a conftant fucceflionof land and fea- 
breczes; the former comes in the morning, and con-*, 
tinues till towards one o’clock, and foon after is regiiJ. 
larly fucceeded by a ftrong fea-breeze. Thefe contri - 
bute to render the port very healthy and pleafant, and 
are juftly efteemed fo falutary, that the negroes term the 
fea-breeze the Doctor. The foil of Brazil is generally 
fertile, it producing a variety of lofty trees fit for any 
ufc, many of them unknown in Europe; and the 
woods abound with rich fruits,among which area con-* 
fiderablc number that are neither known in Europe, ndr 
in any parts of America. Oranges and lemons grow 
here in as great plenty, as nuts in our \\'oods in Eng¬ 
land. The fugi^r-cane flourifhes here in the utmoft 
pcrfedlion, and great quantities of excellent fugar, in¬ 
digo, and cotton, are exported from hence into Eu¬ 
rope. Great quantities of gold are alfo found by the 
flaves, numbers of whom are employed in fcarching 
for it in gullies of torrents, and at the bottom of rivers j 
and this country is alfo famous for its diamonds* With 
refpe(ft to the animals of Brafil, all the liorfcs, cows* 
dogs and cats are faid to have been brought from Eu¬ 
rope : among thofe natural to the country are a great 
variety of monkeys, Peruvian fheep, deer and hares ; 
the racoon, the armadillo, the flying fquirrcl, the guano, 
the opoflum, the ant-bear, and the (loth. Among the 
fowls are many parrots, parroquets, macaws, and other 
birds remarkable for the beauty of their plumage j with 
a great variety of finging birds, and feveral fpecies of 
wild geefe, wild ducks, common poultry, partridges, 
wood-pigeons and curlicws. However, the country of 
Brazil is no lefs remarkable for the multitude, the va¬ 
riety, and incredible fizc of its fnakes, and other vene-^ 
mous reptiles. In Rio de Janeiro the viccroyfis in- 
vefted with the fame power over the natives, as the king 
of Portugal enjoys over his fubjeds in Lifbon. The 
inhabitants, who are of a brown complexion, have a 
great number of negro flaves, which they purchafe in 
the public markets, where they are chained two and 
two together, and generally driven round the town to 
be expofed to view. The wbmen here arc very fwarchy, 
and have difagreeable features; but thofe of a fuperior 
rank are feldom feen, as they arc never fuflered to go 
out of doors but by night The Portuguefc arc natu¬ 
rally of fo jealous a difpolition, that ftrangers, merely by 
looliingat their women incur their refentment, and arc 
3 1 in 
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in danger of fuffering by that fpirit of revenge, which 
univerfally prevails in this country; on which account 
the women are obliged to be always on their guard. In¬ 
deed, they here feldom enter upon matrimony; but 
when tired of each other, they feparate by mutual con- 
fent, and then endeavour to find out another paramour 
to fupply the place of the former. As foon as the 
evening approaches, the Portuguefc of this city go 
their rounds, and enter upon feenes of debauchery, 
which we may venture to affirm are as frequent and fla¬ 
gitious as thofc between the inhabitants of Lilbon. Rio 
de Janeiro is feated near the fide of a number ot high 
hills, from whence to the fouthward is a very large aque- 
dujfl, which fupplics the whole town with water. This 
aquedudf, which extends acrofs a deep valley, conlifts 
of above fifty arches placed in two rows, one upon ano¬ 
ther, and in fome parts rife upwards of a hundred yards 
from the bottom of the valley. By this means the wa¬ 
ter is conveyed into two fountains, from whence the 
inhabitants fetch all they want. Thefe fiand oppofite 
the viceroys palace, which is a fiately ftone building, 
and the only one in the whole city that has w indows ; 
the other houfes in the town having only lattices. At 
the further end of the palace (lands the jail for crimi¬ 
nals, which from its llrudure, and the multiplicity of 
its iron grates, is far from adding any beauty to the 
palace, to which it joins. The churches and the con- 
v( '•vts are extremely magnificent, and calculated to llrike 
the paffions of the people who refort to them. On the 
altar pieces, and other parts of thofe ftrudurcs, are 
many fine figures of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
the Apofiles, and other faints. In thefe churches a 
great number of friars and monks of different orders 
are conftantly employed to celebrate mafs to as many as 
happen to alfcmble ; the churches being always open, 
and wax tapers kept continually burning; whence, in 
paffing by thefe fl:ru<fhires, all thofe of their perfuafion 
pay due reverence, by pulling off their hats, and 
croffing thcmfelves, with every other token of refpedl. 
In almofl: every corner of the llreets are niches, in 
fome of which are placed crucifixes, and in others 
fome faint, drefled in linen and filk, or other fluffs. 
The cathedral and jefuits college, which are the mofl 
magnificent buildings in the city, may be fecn from 
the harbour, and form an agreeable diflant profped. 
A confidcrable trade is carried on here by a number 
of merchants who refide in the city. Every year at 
lead forty or fifty fail of fhips come from Lilbon, and 
different parts of the Brazils, befides fome fiiips that 
trade to Africa, and the fmall craft that frequent the 
Bcighbouring ports. The European fiiips bring lea¬ 
ther, linen, and woollen cloths, coarfe and fine bays, 
ferges, hats, ftockings, thread, bifeuit, iron, hard¬ 
ware, pewter, and all kinds of kitchen furniture, with 
other commodities ; and in return carry from thence 
fugar, tobacco, fnuff, bralil, and other dying and me¬ 
dicinal woods, fufiic, raw hides, train oil, &:c. With 
rcfpc(ff to their food, it mull be acknowledged, that 
their beef is very indillcrcnt, as through the cxccfiivc 
heat of the weather, they arc obliged to eat it foon after 
killing, which is performed in the following manner: 
they drive a number of bullocks into an inclofed place, 
and then throwing a rope over that they intend to kill, 
take him out from among the rell, and confine his head 
down by means of the rope, when a negro butcher 
coming behind him, cuts the hamflrings of his hind 
legs, and w hen the beall falls, he flicks a knife in his 
head cxaAly between his horns. Thefe cattle are fo 
wild and unmanageable, that few, except negro but¬ 
chers, chufc to encounter them; and yet they arc fo 
fmall, that when the fivin, oflal, &c. arc taken away, 
they in general do not weigh more than two hundred 
and a half. Such are the ingenious remarks of our 
journalifl, who was an officer on board the Dolphin ; 
and our readers will, perhaps, remember, that we have 
given a full and complete account of the Brafils, and 
Rio dc Janeiro, in the 7th and fome of the following 
pages ot this work. 

While w'c continued at the Brazils, yams were ferved 
to the fiiip’s company inftcad of bread, at two pounds 
a day each man : but we procured fugar, tobacco, and 


other commodities at a very reafonable price. 
and hogs arc however very dear, the chief food of th'*' 
negroes being filh and Indian corn, the latter of whij^k 
they cultivate in great quantities, and plenty of the 
former they catch out at fca, they having a confidcr- 
ablc number of fifiiing canoes, in which they go out 
in the morning, afiified by the land-breeze, which as 
wchave before obferved, rifes regularly at that time 
and return in the evening with the fea-breeze, which is 
no lefs invariable. In this port they have not only a 
yard for building fiiips, but a convenient ifland, wh^c 
they can heave down a vclfcl of any iize. A Spanifh 
South-fcaman, was obliged to put into this port, while 
wc lay here, in order to heave down,and repair the damage 
fhe had fuftained. During our flay, Commodore Byron 
lived on fiiorc, having a commodious houfe lituated on 
the top of a hill to the northward, where the viceroy ard 
others paid him frequent vifits, and Ihcwed hini all the 
refpeeff, that a firanger of his rank could poJfibly 
claim. The follow ing piece of information mav be of 
fervice to future navigators, particularly to thofe of our 
own nation.—“ The Portuguefc, at Janeiro, pradicc 
every artifice in their power to entice away thefcamen 
from the fiiips which touch there; and if by cajoling 
or intoxicating them, they can get ^'any men within 
their power, they immediately fend fuch up thccouiw 
try, and keep them there till the fiiip to which they be¬ 
long has left the place. By thefe arts, five men from 
the Dolphin, and nine from the Tamar, were fcduced; 
the latter were recovered, but the former were eftk- 
tually fccreted.*’ All hands were now, being the 16th of 
Odober, employed to complete the fitting the Dolphin 
and Tamar for fea, having all the reafon pofiible to be¬ 
lieve, that we w'ere bound to the Eafi-Indies, and that 
we fiiould now proceed to the Cape of Good Hope, the 
feheme having been fo w ell concerted by the Commo¬ 
dore, as even to deceive Lord Clive, who prclTcd him 
with great importunity to allow him to take his pall'agc 
in the Dolphin, we being in much greater readinefs foe 
Tea than the Kent, which had befides the misfortune to 
have many Tick on board : but to this the Commodore 
could not confent; yet flattered his lordfiiip with the 
hopes of his taking him on board on their meeting at 
the Cape. 

On Saturday, the 20th, we left this port, and the 
coafi of Brazil, bound as wx thought for the Capeot 
Good Hope, but when at fea, by fleering to the fouch- 
ward, we to our great furprize found our miftake; and 
on the 22nd, wc were relieved from our fufpence; for 
a lignal being made for the commander of the Tamar 
frigate to come on board, he and our own company 

were informed, that the Commodore’s orders were to 
go on difeoveries into the South Sea: a circuinftancc 
that, from the manner of which it was received, fur- 
nilhcs the grcatcfl reafon to believe, that no one on 
board had before the lead notice of the voyage in which 
they were now engaged. To this information the 
Commodore added, that the good, behaviour of our 

company, by order of the lords of the Admiralty, 
would be rewarded, wdeh double pay, and other emo- 

luiiients. This declaration was received with marks 01 

the highed fatisfadion'; the crew' promifed obedience 
to the Commodore as to any orders he Ihould give, an 
cxprcfTcd their willingnefs to do all in their power tor 
the fcrvicc of their country. Some French writers 
have given a forced and very malevolent turn to thisgO' 
nerous condued; but the daring fpirit which cbarac 
terizes Britifli feamen is too well know'n, for 
to fuppofe, that an incrcafc of pay was neceflaiV 
prompt them to do their duty in perilous 
the indanccs of dilintcreded gcncrofity which dil 
guifh the Britifh nation, cannot leave the true 
which atdiiated the board of Admiralty, when it t o 
didribiited its bounty, any ways equivocal, or L 
to the mifeondrutdion of invidious men. 
the acquiefccncc of the French Tailors, under the 
attention of thcirgovcrnincnt, w hen M. dc Bouga^'J 

failed round the world, an occalion for ending ^ re c 
tion on the Englifii Tailors, for the contrary conduv 
government, in a fimilar circumdancc, bdpeaks a 
cics of mean fubtlcty, which can dilgracx 
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TTXpwctice it, and which the Ipiritcd rivallliip 
‘ r ! r^nlithed nation does not countenance. 

®^On Monday, the 29*. it blew a violem hurricane 
J 5 -rsrr fhe norm we were obliged to throw four of 
overboa^ It continuefall night, but fub- 
ZTon the morning of the 30th. when we made fad, 
‘“t heintr arrived in latitude 35 deg. 30 mm. .h. we 
id the leather exceeding coW, though at this time 
T Htterend of October, which anfwcrs to our .^prll. 
n the northern and temperate zone, and we were be- 
ra.c fixteen degrees nearer the line than at London. 
A‘^httlemiorethw a week before, we had fuflered into- 
Arable heat, fo that fuch a hidden change was molt fc- 
I felt The fcamen, having fuppofed, that they 
lire to continue in a hot climate during the whole 
vovace had difpofed of all their warm cloathing at the 
norts where we had touched, as alfo their very bedding; 
L that now, finding their miftakc, and being pinched 
with cold, they applied for flops, and were funulhcd 
with the necclTary articles for a cold climate. 

On Friday the 2nd of November, the Commodore 
delivered to the lieutenants of both Ihips their commif- 
fions, they having hitherto aded only under verbal or¬ 
ders from him. On the 4th, the Ihip was furrbunded 
with vaft flocks of birds, among which were fome 
brown and white, and fevcral pintadoes, fomc\t'har 
larger than pigeons. We alfo in latitude 3H deg; 
53 min. S. and in 51 deg. W. longitude, faw a quanti¬ 
ty of rock weed, and feveral feals. On the loth, we 
perceived the water difcoloured ; and the next day we 
ftwd in for land, being in latitude 41 deg. 16 min. S. 
and in 55 deg. 17 min. W. longitude. On the nth, 
we fleered all night S. W. by W. and on Monday the 
I2th, wc found ground at the depth of 45 fathoms: our 
latitude was 42 deg. 34 min. S. longitude 58 deg. j 7 
min. W. About four o’clock, P. M. our people in the 
forecaftle called out, Land right a-hcad I” At this 
time it was exceeding black round the horizon, and we 
had a good deal of thunder and lightening : the C om- 
modorc himfelf imagined what w'e firft deferied to be 
anifland, which feemed to rife in tw’o rude craggy hills; 
the land adjoining to it appeared to run a long way to 
the S. E. We were now fleering in a S. W. direction, 
and founded in 52 fathoms water. Our commander 
thought himfelf embayed, and entertained little hope 
of getting clear before night. We now fleered E. S. E. 
the land ftill keeping the flime appearance, and the 
hills looking blue, as they generally do at a fmall dif- 
tance, when feen in dark rainy weather. Many on 
board aflerted, that they faw the fca break upon the 
Tandy beaches, but after having made fail about an 
hour, what had been taken for land, in a moment 
vanifhed; and, to the aftonifliment of every one, proved 
to have been a mere deceptio vifus, which leamen 
call a fog-bank. Thefe delufions are frequently oc- 
cafioned by ridges of clouds, and fometimes, in the 
higher latitudes, by an extraordinary quality of the air, 
to be accounted for only by the doiflrine of refraction. 
Others have been equally deceived by thefe kind of il- 
lufions. The mafler of a veffel, not long fmee made 
oath, that he had feen an ifland between the weft end of 
Ireland and Newfoundland, and even diflinguiflied the 
trees that grew upon it; yet it is now well known, that 
no fuch ifland exifls, at leafl it could never be found, 
though fperal fliips were afterwards fent out on purpofe 
to feek it. And Commodore Byron was of opinion, 
that if the weather had not cleai'ed up foon enough for 
us to fee what we had taken for land difappear, every 
on board would freely have made oath that land 
had been difeovered in this latitude of 43 deg. 46 min. 

and in 60 deg. 5 min. W. longitude. This falfc 
appearance was fiiccecdcd, on Tuefday'the 13th, by 
aluddenand tremendous hurricane. Notwithflanding 
the weather w^as extremely fine, in the afternoon the 
y grew black to windward, and a noife was heard, 
^ ^ich rcfemblcd the breaking of the fca upon a fliallow 
each. The birds wTre obferved flying from the 
flu.irtcr whence the florm ilTued, and jfhrickmg through 
lo^ ‘^^Ftehenhon of its approach. It was not pollible 
•t^ake the necclTary preparations before it reached us. 


The fca rolled on towards us in vafl billows covered with 
foam. Orders w ere inftantly given to hawl up the fore 
fail, and let go the main Ihcet^ but before we could 
raife the main tack, the Dolphin was laid upon her 
beams. We now cut the main tick, for it was im- 
poflible to cafl it 61 F, upon which, the msCin Iheet flruck 
down the firfl lieucenanr, much bruifed him, and beat 
out three of his teeth. The main-top fail not being 
quite handed was fplit to pieces. The Tamar fplit her 
main-fail, but being to the leeward, Ihe had more time 
to prepare; and had not fuflicient warning been given 
by the agitation of the fca, the Dolphin muft have been 
oveffet, or her mafls would have been carried awayi 
It w as the opinion of all our people, that bud this florm 
approached with Icfs warning, and more violence, or had 
it overtaken us in the night, the Ihip niufl have been 
lofl. Our Commodore thought this gufl of wind more 
violent than any one he had encountered; it lafled 
about twenty minutes, and then fublidcd. It blew, 
however, hard all night, and on the 14th, we had a 
great fwcll. The fca alfo appeared us if tinged with 
blood, owing to its being covered with fmall red cray- 
fiih, of which great quantities w ere taken up in balkcts 
by the (hip’s company. 

On the 15th, our three lieutenants and the mailer 
were fo ill as to be incapable of duing their duty ; but 
the refl of our hands were in good health. Our latitude 
this day was 45 deg. 21 min. and longitude 63 deg. 
2 min. E. On the i6th, we lhaped our courfe for 
Cape Blanco, agreeable to the chart of it, laid down in 
Anfon’s voyage; and after many hard gales of wind, 
on the 17th, we faw^ the Cape, and for two days flrug- 
gled hard to reach Port Dclirc. Wc now flood into 
a bay to the fouthward of the Cape, but could finil 
no port. On the 20th, we made Penguin Ifland, and 
as Port Delire was faid to be three leagues to the 
N. W. of it, a boat was fent out, and having found it 
we flood in for land; and anchored four miles from 
the Ihorc. 

On Wednefday the 2ifl, wt weighed m order to 
enter the harbour of Port Defirc; but found it very 
rockv, and not above a quarter of a mile from lidc to 
fide.'' On our failing up, the wind was at S. S. W. 
directly in our favour, and the weather being remarka¬ 
bly temperate, all our boats were round the fliip; but 
on a fudden the wind came about to theN. E. which 
being diredtly againfl us, we made all poflible hafle to 
get our fails furled; but being within the harbour we 
could not return, and the tide of flood running with 
cxcclTive rapidity, we were obliged to let go both 
anchors, and before wc could bring her up, Ihc took 
the Ihorc. This was followed by a cold rainy night, 
rendered more melancholy and gloomy by the refledtion, 
that the boats were all driven to fca, where every perfon 
in them would probably pcrifli, and that wc ourfelves 
had no rcafon to expedl our ever getting olT, as both 
the wind and tide were againfl us, but that wc Ihould 
be obliged to live, or perhaps penfli, on this defert 
coafl oi’ Patagonia, fevcral hundred leagues to the 
fouthward of any European fcttlement; but at length, 
coourgreat joy, our twolve-oared barge providentially 
drove into the harbour, by which means the Ihip was 
preferved, for without thrs timely afliflance flie mult 
have pcriflicd, we having no boat to carry out an an¬ 
chor. After many attempts, wc carried out our flream 
anchor, which, when the tide turned, enabled us, by 
weighing our other anchors, to get into the n-.iddle 01 
the harbour, where, with the lamar in compan), \\c 
moored both fliips: but as it bleiv very hard, wc were 
obliged to take down our yards and copmalU. Mean 
while two of our boats had been driven on Ihore, and 
the men fuflered extremely from its raining very hard 
all night; but notwithflanding this they returned the 
next day. As to our long boat, it was carried many 
leagues out to fca, with only two men in it; wc had there¬ 
fore little profpccloffeeing them again ; but on the yd 
they returned with the boat into harbour, though they 
were almofl flarved to death with the feverity ot the 
coia and want. On their hrll appearance wc lent a 
boat to their alTiftancc, which brought them on hoanh 
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This harbour is not much more than half a mile 
over. On the fouth Ihore is a remarkable rock, riling 
from the water in the form of a flceplc, which appears 
on entering the harbour’s mouth. Abrcaft of this rock 
we lay at anchor in feven or eight fathoms water, 
moored to the ead and weft, with both bowers, which 
we found extremely necelTary, on account of the ftrong 
tide that regularly ebbs and flows every twelve hours. 
Indeed the ebb is fo rapid, that we found by our log 
line it continued to run five or fix knots an hour; and 
in ten minutes after the ebb is pad, the flood returns 
with equal velocity: belides, the wind generally blow's 
durir^ the whole night out of the harbour. It is alfo 
necclmry to obferve, that the ground is far from afford- 
ing good anchorage; for as it principally, confids of 
li^t find, it is not to be depended on, and if one an¬ 
chor diould dart, while the tide is rufhing in, the fliip 
would immediately take the diore, before the other an¬ 
chors would poflibly bring her up. However it may 
be fairly conjedtured, that there is firmer anchorage 
farther up the harbour, efpecially for a fhip that re¬ 
quires only a fmall draught of water; for on fending 
our boats tw'o or three leagues up, they found good 
anchorage and lefs tide. On the north fiiore, about 
four or five miles above the before mentioned rock, 
there are fome white cliffs that rife to a great height, 
and at a didance nearly refembling chalk, though their 
w'hitenefs is merely owing to great Hocks of birds 
voiding their dung upon them. The country all around 
is likewife interfperfed with rocks, high and craggy, 
but between each precipice the ground is covered with 
long and coarfc grafs. I'hc valleys form a barren com- 
fortlels profped:, in which there is nothing to entertain 
the eye but great numbers of w'ild beafls and birds, 
and many large heaps of bones that lie feattered about, 
efpecially by the fide of every dream of water. But we 
faw no Indians, nor the lead fign of the human fpecies. 
Among the animals we found near the fliore a great 
number of fcals of different fizes. I'hcfe live both on 
the land and in the water, and are fo fierce that they 
cannot be encountered without danger. The head has 
fome refcmblance to that of a dog with cropt ears, but 
in fome it is of a rounder, and in others of a longer 
make. They have large eyes, and w'hifkers about the 
mouth ; their teeth are extremely fharp, and fo drong, 
that they can bite a very thick dick in two. Though 
w'ithout legs, they have a kind of feet or fins, which 
anfwer the different purpofes of fwimming and walk¬ 
ing ; thefe have five toes like fingers, armed w'ith nails, 
and joined together with a thin fkin like thofe of a 
goofc; by the help of which they diuffel along very 
lad through the fand, or over the fmall rocks on the 
diore. Their (kins, which are covered with fhort thick 
hair, arc black, but frequently fpotted with different 
colours, as white, red, or grey, and are often manufac¬ 
tured into caps, waidcoats, tobacco-pouches, and the 
like. The old ones, w'hich are about eight feet long, 
make a hoarfe barking, fomewhat like a dog, and the 
young ones mew like a cat. llie larged of them will 
yield about half a barrel of oil; and their fkins, if pro¬ 
perly cured, would be of confidcrable value. Some 
of our men ufed to eat the young ones, and their entrails 
were thought by them as good as thofe of a hog. Here 
arc likew'ife great numbers of guahicocs, a kind of 
wild deer, called by fome Peruvian flicep, their backs 
being covered with a very fine foft wool. They have 
a long neck, and the head rcfembics that of a Ihcep; 
but dicy have very long legs, and are cloven footed 
like a deer, with a fliorc bufliy tail. Tlicfc arc as large 
as a middle fized cow, and when freed from the fkin 
and offil, weigh about two hundred and a half. Their 
fielh is excellent, either frefh or faked, and after fo long 
a voyage, was very ferviceable inrefrcfhing ourfeamen. 
They herd together in companies of twenty or more, 
and the method we purfued in killing them was by 
fending a party of men in the night, who fearched for 
them by the ('prings of water to which they refort; 
and there lying in ambufli among the buflies, they had 
an opportunity of Ihooting them at their plcafure ; yet 
thefe animals, when fcnfiblc of danger, fuddcnly 
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efcape ; for they are very fw iff of foot. In this dI. 

are alfo hares of a prodigious fizc; for they 
while alive, near 20 pounds, and, when fkinned nr-^ 
big as a fox. Thefe are chiefly inhabitants of 
valleys. With rcfpcct to the feathered rate, here 
a great number of off riches, but not neai-fo 
thofe in Africa. Thefe birds, which are rcruarkabie 
the length of their necks and legs, and the lliortnc^ 
of ihcir wings, have been confidcred by naiuralins 
holding the fame place among birds, as camels 
among beads. Their fmall head has fome refemblanc^ 
to that of agoofe, and their plumage confifts ofrrrcy 
feathers covering the back as far as the tail, but thofe 
on the belly arc white. 'They have four toes on each 
foot, one behind and three before; and fmm the 
Ihortnefs of their wings, are unable to rai(c their bodies 
from the ground ; yet by their help they w ill run with 
amazing fwiffnels. Wc found great quantities of their 
eggs, fome of which are of an. enormous fize. There 
is here alfo another extraordinary large bird, w hich we 
called the wild eagle, whofe bod^ is about the free 
of a large turkey of 30 pounds weight. They have a 
very (lately appearance, and arc of a dark brown hue, 
intermixed with different coloured feathers; but what 
is mod curious in thefe birds, is their having a crown 
on their heads, and a ring of feathers round their neeb. 
The barrels of the large feathers, or quills in their wings* 
are each half an inch in diameter, and their w'ings when 
extended reach 14 feet from point to point. The pen¬ 
guin, which is alfo found here, is about the fize of a 
goofe; but inftcad of feathers is covered with a kind 
of a(h-coloured down. Its wingK, which rcffmblc 
thofe of young gofiins, are too fliort and unficdgecl tn 
permit it to fly, but are of ufe to it in fwimming, and 
al(b to alfift it in leaping along upon the ground. 
Thefe birds appear heavy and inactive upon lantT, where 
they feern rcgardlefs of danger, and are cafily knocked 
down with a (tick; yet are adlive enough upon the 
water. Their flefh, however, is difagreeable, on ac¬ 
count of its having a filhy tafte; but their eggs arc 
very good. In the evenirrg they retire to the rocb 
near the fca, where they (lay till the morning. But to 
return to the hiffory of our voyage. 

On Saturday the 24th, both ffiips being fafclymoored 
in the harbour, the Commodore went on fhore and (hot 
a hare, weighing 26 pounds, and faw others which 
appeared to be as large as fawns. Landing again on 
the 25th,^ he found the barrel of an old muiket, with 
the king’s broad arrow on it, and an oar of a Angular 
form. T he mufket barrel had fuffered fo much by the 
weather, that it might be crumbled to duff between the 
fingers; it was probably left there by the Wager’s 
people, or by Sir John Narborough, when he was in 
thefe parts. Here were feme remains of fire, but no 
inhabitants could be difeovered. This party lliot fe- 
vend W'ild ducks, and a hare, which ran two miles be¬ 
fore it dropped, with the ball in its body; thcflelh of 
which animal was of an excellent flavour, and as white 
as fnow. Here they found the Ikull and bones of « 
man; and caught a young guanicoe, very beautiful, anti 
which grew very tame on board, but died aflioit fime 
afterwards. On the 2'7th, wc difeovered twol'pnn^ 
of tfderable good water; and on the 28th, a tun of k 
was brought on board; but it is to be obferved, the 

mineral qu<^i ties of thefe fprings unfortunately prevent¬ 
ed their being of any ufe to us in fupplying our (hip 
w'ith w'atcr; and wc could not even find a quantity 
pure wholcfomc water fit for our preffnt ufe. We had 
funk fevcral wells to a confiderablc depth, wkere the 
ground appeared moiff, but upon vifiting them, had the 
mortification to find, that, altogether, they would not 
yield more than thirty gallons in 24 hours. On tnc 
fouth ffiore the rocks arc not fo numerous as^ on the 
north fidc; and there are more hills and deep vallcy5>t 
but they are covered only with high grafs, and a 
fmall fhrubs. Hence this is but a bad place to couch 
at, by any (hip that is under the ncceflity of wooding 
and watering. This day, when a party went on ihort^ 
they faw fuch a number of birds take flight, as darkened 
the Hey, nor could the men walk a ffep without tread- 
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‘"Sf^^'idancc, the men would knockdown many 
rt m with tone; and fticks. ^ter fome time they 
and would eat the eggs they had earned oft. 
1 h vnunir birds were in moll: of them. They faw 
inhabitants on either lide the river, but nu- 
..tc herds of ffiianicocs, which were exceeding 
ih The furgeon of the Dolphin, one of the party, 
fl,n^itv*^er.cat, a fmall, but very fierce animal. Some 
f thccr'cw being fenton Ihore tbr water, on the 30th, 
two of them diSovered a large tyger lying on the 
Ground The animal taking no notice of them, they 
Threw ftones at him, but could by no means provoke 
him He remained on the fpot, and continued 
ftrctchcd on the ground, till their companions, who 
were a little way behind them, came up, and then he 
walked away very Icifurely 

During our fiay at this place, our men were employ¬ 
ed in fitting and completing the Ihip for fca; and the 
carpenters were particularly obliged to fifii our main- 
* maft, which had been damaged at the head. Others, 
as has been already mentioned, were employed as 
rangers to go in fcarch of water, though without fuc- 
ccls; but when they were on this duty, they had a 
double allowance of brandy, and fmall tents were 
creeled on fiiore for their own ufe. Before our depar¬ 
ture, we alfo funk two calks, one of them on the 
north fiiGie from the place of anchorage, a-breafi: of 
the rock in form of a fieeplc. The other calk was 
funk on the fouth Ihorc, two miles and a half to the 
S. S. W. of the ftccple rock, and near a gentle de¬ 
clivity, on which wc eretSlcd a poll: twelve feet high 
from the ground, with a piece of board nailed acrofs it 
by way of mirk. At length having equipped the Ihip 
for fea, and received proper ballaft from the fhorc, 
figna! was made for fiiiling. Our crew were greatly 
rcfrcfiicd by the provifions they met with at this place, 
having had the flefh of the guanicoes ferved three times 
a week, which they found to be delicious food ; and 
this, doubtlcfs, contributed greatly to their continuing 
in a good fiate of health, as were alfo all on board our 
confort the Tamar : befides a perfc6t unanimity fub- 
fificd between the officers and men of both fhips, who 
maintained the molt friendly intcrcourfc with each 
other, whenever they had an opportunity. On Satur¬ 
day, the I ft of December, our cutter being thoroughly 
repaired, wc took her on board, and on the 2nd, we 
flruck our tents, which had been fet up at the watering- 
place. This bears about S. S. E. of the flceple rock, 
Irani which it is diflant about two miles and an half. 

On VVednefday, the 5th, we unmoored, and between 
five and fix in the evening weighed. We now got un¬ 
der fail, having fair and plcafant w'cather, and ftcered 
out E. N. E. with a favourable gale at N. N. W. di-. 
reding our courfc from Port Dclire, in fearch of Pepy’s 
Dand, Paid to have been feen by Cowley, who lays it 
down in latitude 47 deg. but makes no mention of its 
longitucic. In our charts it is laid down in longitude of 
f meridian of London, bearing E. by S. 

or Cape Blanco; and it received its name in honour of 
amuel Pepys, Hfq. fecrctary to James duke of York, 
''nen lord high admiral of England ; who pretended, 
f ^ harbour, in w'hich a thou- 

nfight fafely ride at anchor, but that it 
with wild fowls, and was extremely conve- 
wooding and watering; but after many un- 
cclsful attempts to difeover this ifland, in order to 
p ocure a frclli fupply of wood and water, we had the 
vain fi^id, that ail our endeavours w^cre in 

fill ‘J^offcclual. We were therefore obliged to dc- 
r on the 11 th, at noon, the Com¬ 
ing j 1^0 Band in for the main, both fhips be- 

wood and water. Having changed our 
^hout th whales were obferved to fwim frequently 
Us. Q ^ !"'P> ^*'^1 birds in great numbers flew round 
S- and In'i!? ,' 5 *’ in latitude jo deg. 33 min. 

fix in fk . S* 59 W. longitude, we were, about 

that ^'^t^rtaken by the hardefi gale at S. W. 

rl ^^^^ore had ever been in, with a fea Bill 
had feen in going round Cape Horn 


with lord Anfon. The ftorm continued the whole 

night, during which we lay to under a balanced mizeii, 
and fhipped many heavy fcas. 

On Sunday the i6th, at eight b’cldek A. M. it be¬ 
gan to fublide j at ten we made fail under our courfes • 
and on the i8chi in latitude 51 deg. 8 min. S. and ih 
longitude 71 deg. 4 min. W. wc faw' land froln the malt 
head. Cape Virgin Mary (the north entrance of the 
Strait of Magellan) bore S. 19 deg. 50 min. W. diflant 
nineteen leagues. The land, like that near Port Dc- 
fire, was of the downy kind, without a Angle tree. On 
the 19th, w'c flood into a deep bay, at the bottom of 
which appeared a harbour; but we found it barred, the 
fea breaking quite from one lide of it to the other. At 
low water it was rocky and almofl dry ; and wc had only 
fix fathom when we flood out again. In this place we 
obferved porpoifes, which were milk white, with black 
fpots, parfuing the fifli, of which there w-eregreat num^ 
bers. 

Thurfday, the 20th, we had little wind with thunder 
and lightning from theS* W. at four o’clock A* M. wc 
faw an extremity of land belonging to Cape Fairwea- 
ther, extending from S. to W. \Ve were now at the 
diflanceof four leagues from ihcfliore; when founding, 
we found twenty-five fathoms Water, with fofr ground, 
and the latitude of the Cape to be in 51 deg. 30 min. 
S. We never fleered abo\e five or fix miles from the 
Ihore, and in palling betw'ecn the lafl-mentioned Cape 
and Cape Blanco, we had no foundings with twenty- 
five fathoms line. The coafl here appears in white 
cliffs, with level buff land, not unlike that about Dover 
and the South P’orelands. We now Came in fight of 
Cape Virgin Mary, from which we were diflant five 
leagues, and alfo the land named Terra del Fuego. V/e 
found the coafl to lie S. S. E. very different from Sir 
John Narborough's defeription j and a long fpic of 
fand running to the fouthward of the Cape for more 
than a league. We had very fair w'cathcr all the morn¬ 
ing, and at three o’clock P. M. Cape Virgin Mary bore 
N. W. half N. About two leagues to the weft ward, a 
low^ neck of land runs off from the Cape ; we approach¬ 
ed it w'ithout danger, and at fix, anchored w ith the bell 
bower in fifteen fathoms water, at which time the Cape 
bore N. half E. about feven miles ; but the Tamar was 
fo far to leeward, that flic could not fetch the anchoring 
ground, and therefore kept under way all night. On 
the 21 ft, at three o’clock A. M. we weighed, and again 

f ot under fail; and at fix the extremes of Terra.del 
uego appeared, extending from the S. E. by S. to the 
S. W. by S. four or five leagues diflant. At eight we 
perceived a good deal of fmokc iffuing from different 
quarters, and, on our nearer approach faw plainly a 
number of people on horfeback. This is the coafl of 
Patagonia, and the place where the half flarved remains 
of the crew of the Wager, as they were paffing the 
flrait in their boat, after the lofs of the fliip, fiiw a 
number of horfemen, who waved what appeared to 
them like white handkerchiefs, inviting them to come 
on lliorc. Mr. Bulk ley, the gunner of the Wager, who 
publilhed an account of her voyage and misfortunes, 
fays, that they were in doubt whether thefe people were 
Europeans, who had been lliipwrecked on the coafl, bt 
natives of the country about the river Gallagocs. At 
ten o’clock, we anchored in fourteen- fathoms on the 
north lliore, and faw Cape Virgin Mary, which appeared 
over the low neck of land to the E. N. E. and Point 
Poffeffion to the W. by S. We were now^ about a mile 
from the land, and had no fooner came to an anchor, 
than we faw w ith our glafles a number of horfemen, 
abreaft of the Dolphin, riding backward and forward*, 
and waving fomething white, as an invitation for us to 
come on Ihore. Immediately our tw elve oared boat 
was hoifled our, which was manned with the Commo¬ 
dore, Mr. Marlhal, the fecond lieutenant, thejouma^ 
lift, to w'hom we arc indebted principally for the hif. 
tory of this voyage, and a party of men all well armed, 
Mr. Gumming, our firft lieutenant, followed in the fix 
oared cutter. 

On our firft approaching the coafl, evident figns of 
furprize were vihble among fome in our boat, on feeing 
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men of a mod enormous fizc, to the number of about 
five hundred ; while others, perhaps, to encourage the 
red, obferved, that thofe gigantic people were as much 
furprized at the light of our mulkets, as we were at 
feeing them; though it is highly probable they did not 
know their u(c, and had never heard the report ot a 
gun: however, this was fulhcient to remind us, that 
our fire-arms gave us an advantage much fuperior to 
that derived from dature and perfonal drength. The 
people on fhore as vve advanced kept waving and hal¬ 
looing ; but we could not perceive they had among 
them weapons of any kind. When we had rowed 
within twenty yards of the diore, we lay on our oars, 
and obferved fome on foot near the beach, but the 
greater part were on horfeback, drawn up upon a dony 
fpit, which ran a good way into the fea, and where it 
was very difficult to land, the water being diallow, 
and the dones very large. They now diouted with 
great vociferation, and by their countenances feemed 
eagerly dedrous of having us land. After the mod 
amicable dgns which we were capable of underdand- 
ing, or they of giving, a fignal was made for them to 
retire backwards, to a little didance, with w luch they 
readily complied. The Commodore now held a fliort 
confultation with his officers on the propriety of land¬ 
ing, when one, fired with the thoughts of making a 
full difeovery in regard to thefc Indians, made a mo¬ 
tion to approach nearer and jump on diore, but the 
Commodore objected to it, and would not fuder any 
man to go before himfelf. In a diort time we attempted 
to land, mod of our boat’s crew being up to the mid¬ 
dle in water. The Commodore, regardlefs of fuch 
kind of difficulties, pulhed refolutely on, and, having 
with great intrepidity leaped on diore, drew up his 
men upon the beach, with the officers at their head, 
and ordered them not to move from that dation, till he 
fhould cither call or beckon to them. Commodore By¬ 
ron now advanced alone towards the Indians; but per¬ 
ceiving they retreated as he advanced, upon this he 
made dgns, that one of them diould come forward. 
Thefe being underdood, one who appeared afterwards 
to be a chief, advanced towards him. His dature was 
gigantic, he being nearly feven feet high. Round one 
of his eyes was a circle of black paint, and one of 
white round the other: the red of his face was painted 
with various colours, and he had the Ikin of fomc wild 
bead, with the hair turned inwards, throwm over his 
(boulders. His hair was long and black, hanging down 
behind. The Commodore and Indian chief having 
paid their compliments to each other, in a language 
mutually unintelligible to the perfon to whom it was 
- ^iddrefTed, they walked together towards the main body 
of the natives, few of whom were fhortcr than the 
above-mentioned dandard, and the women large in 
proportion. Mr. Byron now' made ligns for them to 
fit down on the ground w hich they did, and the old 
men chanted fomc drains, in a mod doleful cadence, 
with an air of ferious folemnity. The eyes of no one 
perfon were painted w'ith the fame colours, fomc being 
w hite and red, and fomc black and w’hitc. Their teeth 
arc remarkably even, well fet, and as white as ivory. 
Our Commodore, who had the precaution to take with 
him on fliorc a number of trinkets, fuch as firings of 
beads, and the like, in order to convince them of our 
amicable difpofition, didributed them with great free¬ 
dom, giving to each fomc as far as they went. He then 
took a whole piece of green ribbon, and putting the 
end into the hands of the fird Indian, he continued it 
to the next, and fo on as far as it would reach ; while 
none of them attempted to pull it from the red, and 
yet they feemed more delighted with it, than w ith the 
beads. When the ribbon was thus extended, he pulled 
out a pair of fcilTars, and cut it betw’cen each tw'o of 
thofe who held it, leaving about a yaal in the polTelTion 
of each, which he afterwards tied about their heads. 
It was remarked, that though the prefents w'cre infuf 
ficient to fiipply them all, not one preffed forward from 
the dation affigned him, norfcemid to envy the fu¬ 
perior good fortune of his neighbour. They were now 
fo delighted with the different trinkets, which they 
had an opportunity of viewing, as the beads hung round 
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their necks, and fell down before on their bofoms that 
the Commodore could fcarcelyredrain them from carefs- 
ing him, particularly the women, wffiofe large and maf- 
culine features correfponded with the enormous foe of 
theirbodics. Wcfawlbine infants iiuheir mothers arms 

whofe features, conlidering their age, bore the fiime pro! 
portion to thofe of their parents. Except the Ikins which 
thefe Indians wore, moll of them W'cre naked,' a few 
only having upon their legs a kind of boot, with a 
fliort \ ointed ffick fadened to each heel, w hich ferved 
as a fpur. Some of their women had collars round 
their necks. Among them was one of the giganfo 
fize, and mod difagrccably painted, who had her 
hair adorned with beads of blue glafs, hanging in two 
divifions down before her (boulders ; (lie had alfb brace¬ 
lets of pale gold, or brafs, upon her arms. From 
whence this finery could be procured was a fubjedt of 
wonder, as’from their great amazement at firff feeing 
us, w c conjedured, that they had never beheld any of 
pur dw?irfifii mcc before. It may, however, be con¬ 
cluded from the accounts of Sir John Narborough, and 
others, w ho have taken notice of thefe Indians, that 
they cloubtlcfschangctheir fituation with the fun, (pend¬ 
ing their fummer here, and in winter removing farther 
to the north, in order to enjoy the benefit of a milder 
climate. Hence Sir John and others have related, that 
they faw men of an uncommon fize, at lead eight or 
ten degrees more to the northward ; whence it may be 
reafonably conjedured, that during one part of the 
year, they may have fome intercourfe with the Indians 
bordering on the Spanilli fcttlements, and that from 
them they might have purchafed thefc ornaments. 
There are thofe who may tlcrpife the fondnefs of thefc 
Goliah-like Indians for glafs, beads, and other trifles 
which among civilized nations are held in no effima- 
tion; but fuch fiiould remember, that, in themfelves, 
the ornaments of unpoliflied and civil life are equal, 
and that thofe who live nearly in a (late of nature, 
have nothing that rcfembics glafs, fo much as glafs re- 
femblcs a diamond ; the value which we fet upon a dia¬ 
mond, therefore, is more capricious than the value 
they fet upon glafs. The love of ornament feems to be 
a ruling paffion in human nature, and the fplendid 
tranfparency of glafs, and the regular figure of a bead 
excite pleafing ideas. The pleafure w hich a diamond 
gives among us is, principally, by its being a mark of 
diftindion, thus gratifying our vanity, which is inde¬ 
pendent of, and frequently over-rules natural tafte,which 
is gratified by certain lines and hues, to which we 
the name of beauty: it mufi be remembered alfo, that 
an Indian is more diftinguifiied by a glafs button or 
bead, than any individual among us by a diamoiw, 
though, perhaps, the fame facrifice is not madetonp 
vanity, as the pofieffion of his finery is rather a telli- 
mony of his good fortune, than of his influence or 
power in confequcncc of his having w hat, as the com¬ 
mon medium of all earthly pofleffions, is fuppolefl 
confer virtual fuperiority, and intrinfic advantage, vn 
of the Indians fliew'cd our Commodore the bowl or 
tobacco pipe, made of red earth, and 
mated that he wanted fomc tobacco, none of whicn j 
had among them. On this the Commodore bcc 'on 
to the fcamcn, who fiill remained drawn up on 
beach, three or four of w'hoin inftantly running 
ward, the Indians were alarmed, and jumping up 
an inllant were preparing to retire, as it was tupP® ' 
to fetch their arms. The Commodore therefore 
the failors, dlreeling one of them only to 
,vard, when he had got all the tobacco they coul 
imong them. This reftored good harmony, 

:he Indians refumed their places, except an 
who fung a long fong, at nearly the conclufion ^ 

Mr. Cumming brought the tobacco. 

:hough fix feet two inches high, was himfelf a* o 
It the diminutive figure he cut among the 
were broad and mufcular in proportion to their 
Their language appeared to us to be 

1 jargon of founds, without any mixture of the T jj 

or Portuguefc, the only European tongues ot " 
was poffible for them to obtain any knowledge, 
which it is probable it would have been mixed, 
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nv immediate iiiccrcourfe with the Spaniards or Por- 
ruLcfc of South America. Wc mull hot omit, that 
before our landing, the grcatell part of thefc Patago- 
nhms were on horfeback, but on feeing us gam the 
ore they difmounted, and left their horfes at fome 
^ Lnce Thefe horfes were not large, nor in good 
rife vet they were well broken, and very fwift, but 
S-e no proportion to the fize of their riders. The 
^idlc was a leathern thong, with a fmall piece of wood 
that ferved fora bit, and the faddles refemblcd the pads 
in ufe among the country people in England. I'hcir 
Momen rode allride, and both men and women without 
llirrups; yet they galloped fearlefsiy over the fpit upon 
which we landed, the Hones of which were large, loofc 
and nippery. Thefe people looked frequently towards 
the fun with an air of adoration, and made motions 
with their fingers, in order to make us fenfible of any 
particular circumllance they wanted us to underfland. 
They appeared to be of an amiable and friendly difpo- 
fition, and feemed to live in great unanimity among 
themfelves. After they had been prefented with the 
tobacco, they made figns for us to go ,vith them to the 
fmoke which wefaw at a diflance, and at the fame time 
pointed to their mouths, as if intimating an inclina¬ 
tion to give us refrelhment; but their number at prefent 
being fo greatly fuperior to ours, and it being not im¬ 
probable, that Hill greater multitudes might furround 
us unawares from the inland country, our Commodore, 
who was equally remarkable for his prudence and 
bravery, thought it not advifcable to venture any far¬ 
ther from the water fide, and therefore intimated, that 
he he muH return to the Hiip, on which they fat down 
again, apparently much concerned. At length, after 
making figns that we would depart, with the moH 
plaufiblc promifes, by geHures, of returning again to 
them from the Ihip, we left thefe Patagonian Indians, 
who were fo diftrefled and afflidled at our departure, 
that we heard their lamentations for a confidcrablc time 
after. When the Commodore took his leave of them 
they kept their feats, not one offering to detain, or 
follow him. Another oflker on board the Dolphin, 
in his account of thefe extraordinary people, adds, that 
they all appeared to be very fagacious, cafily underHood 
the fignals or intimations which our people made to 
them, and behaved with great complacency and good 
nature. Such is the informations wc have received 
from the papers of our journaliH, whofe veracity re¬ 
quired no proof among thofew ho have had thepleafurc 
of his acquaintance; but as evidences in corroboration 
of his affertions, and the truth of the fatfls, wc lhall in- 
fert here the following account of the Patagonians, 
which wc have received from a gentleman, w'ho was alfo 
an officer in one of the and on lliore at the fame 
time with our author. 

The Dolphin having entered ten or twelve leagues 
into the mouth of the Hraits of Magellan, the meri on 
eck obforved thirty or forty people of an extraordinary 
Handing 6n the beach of the continent, who 
k ^ them, made friendly figns, by 

", fj ftemed to invite them to come on fliorc ; 

others who Hood aloft, difeovered with their 
Miiesa much greater number, about a mile farther up 
fnrr aferibed their apparent fize to the 

happened at this iiiHant 
e becalmed ; the honourable Mr. Byron, thinking 
in nH ^ ^'oold be loH by going afliore, refolvcd to land, 
ofrh thefe Indians, and learn what he could 

for 5 he therefore ordered a fix-oared boat 

filled t?- u officers; and one of twelve oars to be 
ffiould ^ fecurity, in cafe there 

of attempt to furprize or injure him, or any 

foorc di with him ; though the people on 

weanon ^tiy thing like an oHcnfive 

them. On the Commodore's landing, in 
t^ians lieutenant, he made figns to the In- 

thev verv round him, to retire, which 

yards. ^ diHanceof thirty or forty 

t^^warcls attended by his lieutenant, advanced 

"as I'oon I ^twenty yards, and their number 
iKTc*aied to upwards of five hundred men. 


women, and children. Several civilities at this time 
paired on both fides, the Indians expreffing iheir joy 
and fatisfaeflion, by finging uncouth longs, Hiakmg 
hands, and fitting with looks of pleafiire, w’ith their 
wives and children round the Commodore, who dillri- 
buted among them ribbons, and firings of beads, with 
which they appeared highly delighted. He tied neck¬ 
laces round the necks of feveral of the women, who 
feemed to be from feven to eight feet high ; but the 
men were for the moll part about nine feet in height, 
and fome more. The Commodore himfclf mcafurcs 
full fix feet, and though he Hood on tip-toc, he could 
butjuH reach the crown of one of the Indians head, 
who w'as not, by far, the tallcH among them. 1 he men 
are well made, broad fet, and of a prodigious Hrcngch. 
Both fexes are of a copper colour; they have long 
black hair, and were covered partly w’ith Heins, which 
were fafiened about their necks by a thong; the (kins 
worn by the men being loofe, but the womens were girt 
clofe with a kind of belt. Many of the men and wo¬ 
men rode on horfes, w'hich w'ere about fifteen hands 
and a half high, all of them allridc; and they had 
among them lomc dogs which had a picked fnout like 
a fox, and w'cre nearly of the fize of a middling pointer. 
Thefe friendly people invited the Commodore, and all 
thofc who were landed, to go w ith them up the coun¬ 
try, fiiewing a dillant fmoke, and pointing to their 
mouths, as if they intended to give us a repafi ; and in 
return, the Commodore invited the Indians to come on 
board, by pointing to his fiiip; but neither of them 
accepted of the others invitation, and therefore hav¬ 
ing paired two hours in an agreeable converfation, car¬ 
ried on wholly by figns, they parted with all the marks 
of fiiendlhip. The country (obferves this genileman) 
isfandy; but divcrlified with fmall hills; covered with 
a fliort grafs, and with flirubs, none of w hich, as Sir 
John Narborough has long before remarked, is large 
enough to make the helve of an hatchet. 

Another gentlemen on board has favoured us with 
an account that exadly tallies with the above, with 
thefe additional circumllances. That when they were 
ten or twelve leagues within the Hraits, they favv through 
their glafles many people on Hiore of a prodigious fize : 
which extraordinary magnitude they thought to be a 
deception, t ccafioncd by the hazinefs ofthcatmofphcre, 
it being then fomewhat foggy; but on coming near the 
land, they appeared of Hill greater bulk, and made 
amicable ligns to our people to come on (bore. That 
when the fliLp failed on to find a proper place of land¬ 
ing, they made lamentations, as if they w'ere afraid our 
people were goin^ off. He alfo fays, there wxrc near 
400 of them, and about one third of the men on horfes 
not much larger than ours; and that they rode with 
their knees up the horfes withers, having no Hirrups. 
That there were women, and many children, whom 
fome of our people took up in their arms and kiffed, 
which the Indians beheld with much feeming fatis- 
fadlion. That by way of affedion and cHcem, they 
took his hand between theirs, and patted it; and that 
fome of thofc he faw were ten feet high, well piopor- 
tioned, and well featured ; their (kins were of a warm 
copper colour, and they had neither offenfive nor de- 
fcnlivc weapons. He alfo fays, that they feemed par¬ 
ticularly plcafed with lieutenant Gumming, on account 
of his Hature, he being fix feet two inches high, and 
that fome of them patted him on the Hiouldcr, but 
their hands fell with fuch force, that it affeded his 
w hole frame. 

There is nothing about which travellers are more di¬ 
vided, than concerning the height of thefe Patago¬ 
nian?. M. de Bougainville, who vifited another part 
o-f this coaH in the year 1767, afierts, that the Patago¬ 
nians arc nor gigantic ; and that what makes them ap¬ 
pear fo, is their prodigious broad (boulders, the fize of 
their heads, and the thicknefs of alf their limbs. Some 
time before the hon. Mr. Byron made this voyage, it 
was ihc fubjedof warm conteH among raen of fcicncc 
in this coiinti*)', whether a race of men upon the caaH 
of Patagonia, above the common Hature, did really 
cxiH ; and the i ontradidlory reports, made by occular 
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witnciTes, concerning this faCt, tended greatly to 
perplex the quellion. It appears that, during one 
hundred years, ahnoft all navigators, of whateve^ 
country, agree in affirming the exiftcncc of a race of 
giants upon thofc coafts; but during another century, 
a much greater number agree in denying the fadt, 
treating their predecelfors as idle fabulills. ^arbenais 
fpcaks of a race of giants in South America; and 
the Unca Garcilaffa de la Fega in his hiftory of 
is decifively on the fame fide of the queftion. For 

quenado \ih. i. chap. 13 and 14, records the American 
traditions concerning a race of giants, and a deluge 
which happened in remote times, in thefe parts. 
Magellan, Loaifa, Sarmiento, and Nodal, among the 
Spandiards; and Cavendifli, Hawkins, and Knivet, 
among the Englifh; Scbald, Oliver de Noort, Ic 
Mairc, and Spilberg, among the Dutch, together 
with fome French voyagers, all bear teftiinony to the 
fadl, that the inhabitants of Patagonia w-ere ot a 
gigantic height: on the contrary, Winter, the Dutch 
admiral Hermite, Froger, in De Gennes’s narrative, 
and Sir John Narborough, deny it. Sir hrancis 
Drake, who failed through the flraits, fays nothing 
concerning it; and his filcnce on this head can only 
be accounted for on the fuppofition, either that he 
faw no inhabitants on the coaft in his paffage, or 
that there was nothing extraordinary in their ap¬ 
pearance. To reconcile thefe ditferent opinions, we 
have only to fuppofe that the country is inhabited by 
diftindl races of men, one of whom is of a frze beyond 
the ordinary pitch, the other not gigantic, though 
perhaps tall and remarkably large limbed; and that 
each poiTcfs parts of the country feparate and remote 
from each other. That fome giants inhabit thefe 
regions can now no longer be doubted ; fince the 
concurrent teftimony of late Englifh navigators, par¬ 
ticularly Commodore Byron, Captains Wallis and 
Carteret, gentlemen of unqueftionable veracity, efta- 
blifh the fact, from their not only having fecn and 
converfed with thefe people, but even meafured them. 
But it is time now to proceed wdth the hiftory of our 
voyage. 

On Friday the 21(1 of December, at three o'clock 
P. M. we weighed, and worked up the ftrait of 
Magellan, which is here about three leagues broad, 
not with a view to pafs through it, but to take in a 
proper flock of wood and water, not chufing to truft 
wholly to the finding of F'alkland’s Iflands, which w'e 
determined afterwards to feek. At eight in the 
evening we anchored in 25 fathoms water, at the 
diftaiice of three miles N. N. E. from Port Poffeflion, 
in view of two remarkable hummocks, which Bulk- 
ley, from their appearance, diftinguifhed by the name 
of the Alfcs Ears. On the 22nd, at three o’clock 
A. M. we weighed and ftecred S. W. by W. about 
four leagues, when the water flioalcd to fix fathoms 
and a half, we being then over a bank of which no 
notice has hitherto been taken, and full three leagues 
from the ibore; but in two or three calls of the log- 
line, it deepened to 13 fathoms. When the water 
was fhallowcll, the Affes Ears bore N. W. by W. 
and the north point of the firft narrow W. by S. diftant 
fomewhat more than five miles. We now ftecred 
S. W. by S. two leagues to the firft narrow, as it is 
ufually called, which brought us through. This nar¬ 
row is about three miles over, and is the narrowed 
part of the ftraits ; and through it a regular tide runs 
with great rapidity. In this run we faw an Indian 
upon the fouth Ihore, who kept waving to us as long 
as we were in fight; alfo fome guanicocs upon the 
kills. The land is on each fide furrounded with 
thefe; but the country is entirely barren without a 
a fmgle tree, yet we here obferved great quantities of 
finokc from difterent parts of the fliore. The courfe 
of the firII narrow to a little fea, or the found, is 
S. W. by W. about eight leagues^ The land on each 
tide is of a moderate height, and rather higheft on 
the north Ihorc, but runs low towards the fecond 
narrow. On founding from the firft to the fecond 
nuiTow, we found from 2a to 15 fathoms water, with 


good anchorage; and it was there about feven league, 
from the north fhorc to the ifiand of Tena^dcl 
Fuego. At the entrance or call end of the fecond 
narrow lies Cape Gregory, which is a white cliffofa 
moderate height; and a little to the ncrchw'ard of 
it is a fandy bay, in which you may ride in cighj; 
fathoms water, with very good anchorage. When 
abreafl of Cape Gregory we fleered S. W. half W. 
five leagues, through the fecond narrow, having \ 
depth of water from 20 to 25 fathoms. We went 
out of the weft end of this narrow about noon, and 
fleered three leagues fouth for Elizabeth’s Ifiand. 
At this part of the narrow on the fouth fliore, is a 
white headland, called Sweepftakes Foreland. The 
wind being right againft us we anchored in feven 
fathom. The ifiand bore S. S. E. about a mile dif.; 
tant, and Bartholomew’? Ifiand bore E. S. E. In the 
evening fix Indians came down to the water-fidc, 
and continued for fome time waving and hallooing 
to' us, but feeing' their labour fruitlcfs, they went 
away. Between the firft and fecond narrows the 
flood fets to the S. W. and the ebb to the N. E. 
bur being paft the fecond narrow, the courfe with 
a leading wind is S. by E. three leagues between St. 
Bartholomew’s and Elizabeth’s Ifiaiids, where the 
channel is one mile and a half over. The flood fets 
through to the fouthward with great vehemence and 
rapidity, fo that when near, it appears like breakers, 
and the tide round the illands fets different ways. 

On Sunday the 23d we had very moderate 
weather, but hazy, with intervals of frefli breezes. 
In the morning we weighed, and worked between 
the two illands: we got over on the north fliorebe¬ 
fore the tide was (pent, and anchored m 10 fathom. 
St. George’s Ifiand bore N. E. by N. diftant three 
leagues; a point of land, which we ’named Porpoife 
Point, N. by W. diftant five miles, and the fouthem- 
moft land S. by E. diftant about two miles. In the 
evening we again got under fail, and fleered S. by E. 
and at ten o’clock we anchored about a mile from the 
north fhore, in 13 fathoms. Sandy Point now bore 
S. by E. diftant four miles; Porpoife Point N. N; W, 
three leagues, and St. George’s Ifiand N. E, four 
leagues. On the 24th, we fent the boat to found 
between Elizabeth’s and St. Bartholomew’s Hands, 
and found it a very good channel, with deep water. 
On this occafion w^e faw a number of Indians, who 
hallooed to us from Elizabeth’s Ifiand. Both the 
men and women were of the middle fize, well made, 
and with fmooth black hair. Their complexion was 
olive-coloured, and their bodies were rubbed over 
with red earth, mixed with greafe. They are very 
adlive and fwift of foot. Their cloathing confills of 
(kins of feals, otters, and guanicoes, fewed together 
in a piece about four feet fquare, and wrapped round 
their bodies. They have likewife a cap made of the 
fkins of fowls with the feathers on; and upon^thcir 
feet were pieces of fkins to anfwer the piirpofe 01 
flioes: befidcs, fome of the females had pieces 01 
fkin faftened round their waifts. I'he women ho^'^ 
ever had no caps, but wore a kind of necklace fdrniw 
of fiiclls. Several of the men had nothing wrapper 
round them, but were entirely naked. This day 
the Commodore, accompanied by his fecond heu' 
tenant landed upon Sandy Point, where they 
plenty of wood, with exceeding good water, and 0 
four miles of their walk the Ihore was very ^jJ 
A fine level country is over the point, and the 
to all appearance is extremely rich. The ^ 
was covered with different kinds of 
perfumed the air with their fragrance, among ‘ * 
where the bloffoms had been flied, we faw 
numerable, even the grafs was intermixed ^ 

in bloffom. In this luxuriant herbage, a muin 
of birds were feeding, which on account of 
common beautiful plumage, we called painted g 
In our walk from Sandy Point, which was more 
12 miles, we faw no part of the fiiorc where 
could land without great danger, the w'atcr 
every where fhoal, aSi the fea breaking very ^ 



























































































Commodore BVRON's VOYAGE— for making Difcoveries in the Southern Ocean, &c. 


T little recclTes of the woods, and always near to 

frefli 'vater, vc difeovered a great number of wig- 
s belonging to the Indians, which had been 
htelv occupied, for in fomc of them the fires 
IZ fcarccly extinguifbed. Plenty of wild celery, 
and a variety of plants, were fecn in many places, 
the utility of which to feamen in a long voyage is well 
known. Wc returned in the evening to the lliipr 
which we found at anchor in Sandy Bay, in lofathon 
water, and at the dirtance of about half a mile from 
the Ihote. During our abfence, fome of our men 
were employed in hauling the feinc, and in three hours 
had cau<dit a great quantity of fifli, of an extraordinary 
fize; arnong which were fixty large mullets. A flioot- 
ing party had good fport; for the place abounds with 
geefe, teal, fnipcs, and other birds. This excellent 
food was, specially at this time, very acceptable, for 
the keen air of this place had made our people fo hun¬ 
gry, that they could have eaten three times their al- 
lo\\ 4 ncc. By a good obfervation we found our latitude 
to be 53 deg. lO min. S. 

On Tuclday the 25th, being Chriftmas-day, wc 
Weighed at eight o’clock, A. M. and with little wind, 
fteered S. by E. along-fidc of the fhorc between two and 
three miles, bur had no founding with a line of 40 fa¬ 
thoms. Every thing here was in the greateft perfec¬ 
tion, with rcrpciff to the r^pearance of the trees, and 
the verdure of the lands, which in different places 
afford a moll enchanting profpc(ff; and many parts 
of the fliorc have paffure for fheep or cows, which in 
fuch long voyages are generally on board. At this 
lime of the year, the fun is 17 hours above the horizon, 
thefe iflands being fituated nearly at the fame diltance 
from the equator, as the middle part of Great Britain, 
only one to the fouth, and the other to the north. In 
failing tov'ards the South Pole, the fame alteration is 
found as in fleering towards the north, till you run 
between 60 and 70 degrees, when the weffcrly winds 
generally prevailing in the fouthern ocean, and blowing 
very fiirioufly in the months of April, May. June, July, 
Augufl, and September, there is no probability of fail¬ 
ing round the cape in thefe months, for which rcafon 
Hiips feldom attempt it, unlefs in the proper feafon. 
At three P. M. we caff anchor in 18 fathoms water, 
Sandy Point bearing N N. W. three leagues, and the 
fouth point of Frelh Water Bay, S. E. half E. two 
miles. The tide here runs very (low, but rifes confider- 
^ly by the fliorc, where we obferved it to flow 16 feet. 
The land here is diverfified with woods, and abounds 
with water: in fome places it rifes very high, and is 
covered with perpetual fnow. On the 26th we 
^'eighcd, and ftcered S. S. E. for Port Famine. The 
northcrnmofl point, called St. Anne’s, at noon, bore 
by E. halt E. diflant three leagues. A reef of rocks 
runs out from this point S. E. by E. about two miles; 
an the water will fuddenly flioal from 60 to 20 
lathoms, at the diflance of two cables length from 
c reef. The point itfelf is very deep, and care muff 
e taken in (landing into Port Famine, for the water 
oa > very fuddenly, and at more than a mile from the 
water, when the tide is out. 
Ann^’ *1?* hauling clofc round St. 

firiiA ^ when there is no more than feven 

O 6^ farther in. 

Fam?n^ the 27th, we anchored at noon in Port 

werf^ htuation was extremely eligible, for we 

S. E. which 

bottom ^ riven on fhore in the 

it is -ill could not receive any damage, for 

found a harbour may be 

Rreen or quantity of excellent wood, either 

fides rh^ along the fhore on both 

^tecs thar which arc aimoft covered with the 

drifted Kw Blown down from the- banks, and 

bkeonr Thefe trees are fomewhat 


trunks of ^ confidcrablc a fize, that the 

amecer and a half in di- 

down fo length. Many of thefe were 

. roui carpenter’s ufe, w'ho found, that when 
they w ere ver)* fcrviccable, though not 


properly 


0. 27 


dried. 


r drift wood, there is a quantity 

lumcient to have furniflied a thoufand fail. 

Port Famine obtained its name from a party of 
Spaniards, ivho had planted a colony on the fliorc; bi:t 
for want of a regular fiipply of provilions, were ffarved 
to death. There are ftill fome remains of buildings, 
though they arc now aimoft covered with earth. Wc 
faw them on a hill, that has been cleared of wood, and 
which 13 not far from where our fliips lay. The river 
Sedger difeharges itfelf into the bay. This river is 
about half a cable length broad at the entrance, and is 
juft navigable for boats. In going into it we met with 
two flats, one on the ftarboard-fide, and the other on 
the larboard, w'hich we difeovered at half ebb; thefe 
render it fbmew'hat difficult to go up the river, except 
after half flood, when it may be navigated with great 
picafure and eafe, by keeping in the middle of the 
channel. About two miles up the river it is not abo\ c 
30 yards over, at which place wc found on our rialit 
a fine gravelly fteep beach, fo th.it the bu.its had 
the convenience of coming along-lide of it, in ordcr 
to receive the W'atcr in cafks, which we found to be 
excellent. TheCommodorCj with a party, went up the 
river four miles, but could proceed no farther, the 
trees which had fallen acrofs the flrcam impedinc^ 
the boat’s way ; one of the ftumps of them having mad? 
a hole in her bottom, (he w'as immediately filled with 
water; but, with difficulty they hauled her on fhore 
and contrived to ftop the the leak, fo that they made a 
fliifc to return in her to the fliip. This river has per¬ 
haps as beautiful an appearance as it ispoftible for the 
molt luxuriant fancy to conceive. Its agreeable wind¬ 
ings arc various; and on each fide is a fine grove of 
(lately trees, whofe lofty heads jut over the river; and 
form a plcafant ftiade. Some of them are of a great 
height, and more than eight feet in diameter, which is 
propomonably more than eight yards in circumference* 
fo that four men joining hands could not compafs 
them; among others, we faw the peppar-trec, or 
winter’s-bark, in great plenty. To complete this 'de¬ 
lightful fpot, the wild notes of different kind of birds 
are heard on all fidcs, and tfie aromatic fmcll of the 
various forts of flowers which adorn its banks, feem to 
unite in gratifying the fenfes of the inchanted flranger 
T he flowers with which in many places the ground is 
covered, are not inferior to thofe that are commonly 
found in our gardens, either in beauty or fragrance. 
Such are the charms which nature has lavifhed on a 
fpot, where the Indians alone can behold its beauties* 
while they are probably irtfenfiblc of thofe attrading 
feenes, which perfons of the mOft improved tafte micrlu 
contemplate with no final 1 pleafure; and w^cre it not 
for the feveriry of the cold in winter, this country by 
cultivation, might be made the- fineft in the ivorld. 
The leaves of the trees, fhe dimenfions of whofe trunks 
we have already noticed, rcfcmblc thofe of our bay-trees* 
The rind is grey on the outfidc and pretty thick. This 
is the true winter’s bark,aname which it obtained from 
Its being brought in the year 1567, from the Straits of 
Magellan, by Mr. William Winter. This bark, on 
being taken off the tree and died, turns to the colour 
of chocolate. It has an acrid, burning, pungent tafte, 
and is efteemed ah excellent remedy againft Sic feurvy! 

It is, however, extremely fragrant, and the tree, w'hen 
(landing, has a ftrong aromatic fmelJ. We frequent¬ 
ly made ufe of the bark on board our ftiip in pics, in— 
(lead of pepper, and being llccped in waiter it gives a 
very agreeable flavour. Thefe trees are likewife found 
in the woods, in many other places in the ftraits, and 
alfo on the call and weft coafts of Patagonia. The land 
in the w'oods, in fome places, confifts of gravel, in 
others of fand, and in others of good brown earth; 'but 
old fallen trees and underwood obftrueft the pa'fTaqe 
through them. Thefe woods near the fliore, extend 
up the Tides of very high hills, but the mountains 
further within land nfe much higher, and their barren 
rugged fummits covered with fnow, are feen peeping 
over the hills next the fhore. Indeed, the land on each 
fide the fliore rifes to a great height, particularly ori 
,£hc ifland of Terra del Fuego, on the fouth-fide of the 
3 L ftraits, 




























226 


VOYAGES ROUND 


ftraits, where there are high barren rocks covered with j 
everlafting fnow. Thefe have a black dreary afpecS, I 
and mufl: have a conlidcrable influence on the air, 
which they render cold and moifl:. This evidently ap¬ 
peared even while w^e were there, though this was 
their midfummer, when every thing mufl: naturally be 
in the highefl: perfedlion. But notwithftanding the 
weather, when the fun llione out, was very warm, yet 
it was unfettled, and we had frequently heavy rain 
and thick focks. In the woods arc innumerable par¬ 
rots, and other birds of the mofl: beautiful plumage. 
We fliot every day geefc and ducks enough to ferve 
the Commodore’s table, and that of feveral others: 
vi-e had, indeed, plenty of frefh provilions of all kinds, 
particularly fifh, of which we caught fuch numbers as 
fupplied our men three times a week. We mufl not 
omit here, that we faw many Indian huts, built with 
fmall branches of trees, and covered with leaves and 
mud, but wc never met with a Angle inhabitant. The 
country betw’ecn this and Cape Forward, which is dif- 
tant about three leagues, is exceeding fine : the foil ap¬ 
pears to be very rich, and there are no lefs than three 
pretty large rivers, befides many brooks. While wc 
continued in this port, the Commodore and a party 
went one day to Cape Forward. Upon fetting out we 
intended to have gone farther; but the rain having fell 
very heavy, we were glad to flop at the Cape, and mak^ 
a good fire to dry our clothes. The Indians had de¬ 


parted fo lately from this place, that the wood, which 
lay half burnt, was flill warm. Soon after our fire was 
kindled, we perceived another on the Terra del Fuego 
fhore, a fignal, probably, which wc did not underftand 
The rain having abated, wx walked over the cape, and 
found the ftrait to run about W. N. W. The hills as 
far as we could fee, w^ere of an immenfe height, vm 
craggy, and covered with fnow from the very bafe up, 
wards. The Commodore having ordered a tent to ^ 
erected on the bordersjof a w^ood, and near a rivulet 
three feamen were (lationed there to walh linen, and 
they lay in the tent. One evening, foon after they had 
retired to reft, they were awakened by the deep and 
hollow roarings of fome wild beafts, which approached 
nearer every moment. Terrified with apprehenfions 
of being devoured, they made and kept up a blazing 
fire, round which the beafts walked at a fmall di£ 
tance till dawn of day, when they retired. Wc did 
not credit this ftory, for the relators could not tell us 
what kind of beafts they faw, only they were very large; 
yet it mufl: be acknowledged, that, at different times, 
when on fhore, W'e tracked many wild beafts in the 
fand, but never faw one. And as wc were returning 
through the woods, we found two very large Ikulls, 
which, by the teeth, appeared to have belonged to 
fbme beafts of prey, but of what kind we could not 
guefs. 



CHAP. II. 


ne Dolphin and Tamar fleer back from Port Famime in fearch of Falkland’s Iflands—Arrive at Port Egmonl-Ol. 
fey-vat ions on this port and the adjacent country—Run from Falkland's Iflands If nnd though the Sh ails of 

'^Magellan as far as Cape Monday-The Florida florejhip happily dfcfvcred—A flrange Jml makes her appearance, mii 
(oIIkvs the Dolphin, vihich proved to be the Eagle, commanded by M. Bougatnvtlk— A defnptton of different pmts f 

'the Straits _ Palfage from Cape Monday into the South Sea—The Dolphin tn a critical filuatm Obfervahom m 

Turf day Bay—Enters the Pacific Ocean—And touches at Mafa-Fuero—Obfervations on this Ijland. 


WfE began this New-year in Port 
A. D. 170,5. YV Famine, where we enjoyed every 
blelTing, which after fo long a voyage we had rcafonto 
expecl. We had filh, wood, and water, in abundance: 
both our ftiip and the Tamar were in good condition, 
and the fuccefs of our voyage, with the continued 
kindnefs of our Commodore, kept our men m high 
fpirits. Having compleated the wood and water of 
bothlhips, and provided every neceffary that was wanted, 
on Friday the 4th of Januaiy, we weighed, and fet 
fail from Port Famine, Handing over to the Ifland of 
Terra del Fuego, where we faw great quantities of 
fmoke rifing from difterent quarters, which we fup- 
pofed to be raifed by various parties of Indians. The 
intention of the Commodore was now to fleer back 
again in fearch of Falkland’s Iflands. With this view 
on the 5th, we held on our courfe N. W. by N. four 
leagues, and then three leagues north, between Eliza¬ 
beth and Bartholomew Iflands, after which we fleered 
N E. halfE. from the fecond narrow to the firfl, be- 
ing a run of eight leagues. Wc proceeded through 
the firfl narrow againfl the flood; but the tide of flood 
fetting flrong to fouthward, drove the Ihip direiflly 
towards the fouth fliore, which might have proved of 
fatal confcquence to the ftiip; for as we were under 
a very high rocky cliff in 50 fathoms water, if there 
had happened a fudden fquall of wind, we mufl have 
been inevitably loft; however, the flood fet us back 
again into the entrance of the firfl narrow, and we caft 
anchor in 40 fathom, within two cables length of the 
fhore. On the 6th, at one o’clock. A. M. wc weighed, 
and had a pleafant northerly breeze with the tibeof ebb; 
but this breeze foon abating, the tide fet the Hup to the 
N. W. and at five fiie took the ground on a land 
bank of 15 feet, which reduced us to no fmall ex¬ 
tremity ; but providentially, in about half an hour, 
flie fwung by the force of the tide into deeper water. 
This Ihoal, not mentioned by any former navigators. 


is very dangerous, as it lies diredlly in the track be¬ 
tween Cape Virgin Mary and the* firft narrow, and jull 
in the middle beween the north and fouth fliores. 
It is more than two leagues long, equally broad, and 
in many places very ftcep; fo that fhould a fiiip ground 
upon it in a hard gale of wind, fhc would probablf 
foon be beat to pieces. When w’c w'erc upon this bank, 
Point Poflcfiion bore N. E. diftant three leagues, and 
the entrance of the narrow S. W. diftant two leagues. 
About fix o’clock, A. M. we anchored, and at noon, 
w'orked with the ebb tide till two, but finding the 
w^ater flioal, we came again to anchor, about hjflf a 
mile from the fouth-fide ot the bank: at which time 
the Afies Ears bore N. W. by W. diftant four leagues. 
On the 7th, about eight o’clock, A. M. w'c weighed 
and ftcered about half a mile S. E. by E. Y'c novr 
got our boats out, and towed the fhip into the deepclt 
water in the fouth channel ; by which means we an¬ 
chored in 14 fathoms, fhe tide of flood making flrong 
againft us; and then being for the difiance of nail 
mile round us encompaflTed with fiioals, that 
eight feet water, wc fent our boat to found, in 
find a channel; and after being difiippointed n}P 
than once, we at length weighed for the laft time, a 
left the coaft. , 

On Tuefday the 8th, by obfervation wc found our 
felves in latitude 51 deg. 50 min. Wenow’broug 
to for the Tamar, w'ho had come through 
channel, and was fome leagues aftern of us. T*)^^ 
wc had ftrong gales from the weftward : and m j 
forenoon a moft violent fquall of wind 
ourmain-maft, but effectual methods were taken 
mediately by our carpenter to fecure it. On the 9 > 
we were in latitude 52 deg. 8 min. S. and in ^ 
31 min. W. longitude, at which time 
Mary bore S. 
the lOth, our 
and our latituc 


83 deg. W. diltant 33 
courfe w'as N. r8 W. ^t)r ^3 
e 51 deg. 31 nain. S. longitude 6 
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Commodore BYRON s VOYAGE for making Difcovcries in the Southern Ocean, &c. 


W On the nth. our courfc vvasN. 87 E. 
fnro'2 ‘icacucs. Capc Virgin Mary bore S. 73 deg. 
8 min^ W-and Cape Fairweathcr W. 2 deg. S. 'I'his 
ly we had firong gales at S. W. accompanied with a 
eat Tea. In the evening we efpied land, but our 
fnnVort being feme leagues aftern, we wore Ihip, and 
made an ealy fail off. On the 12th, at day break, we 
flood in again, and at four o'clock recovered fight of 
the land a-hpd, which was taken for De Werts Iflands, 
and at the fame time wc faw other land to the fouth, 
which appeared to be a confidcrable number of iflands 
near each other, fome of them feeming very low, and 
almoft even with the furface of the M^atcr, and which 
we judged to be what arc called in the charts New 
Iflands.^ Intending to Hand in between thefe, wc found 
the land which appeared to be unconneded, w^as joined 
by fome low ground, and formed a deep bay. When 
hauling out of this wc difeovered a long low reef of 
rocks, flretching out for more than a league to the 
northward of us, and another between that, and what 
wc had taken for the northermofl: of Dc Werts Iflands. 
This land confifls chiefly of mountainous and barren 
rocks, except the low part, which is not feen till you 
approach near it, and the whole has very much the ap¬ 
pearance of Staten Land. Birds and feals abound here, 
and we faw large whales fpouting roun.1 the fliip. 
When VC were near enough to difeern the low land, 
VO found ourfclves wholly embayed, and had it blowm 
hard at S. W. fo high a fca mull have rolled in, as 
would have made it irapofliblc to keep clear of the 
Ihore; wc mention thefe particulars, that all ihips may 
hereafter avoid falling into this bay. At noon wc 
obferved in latitude 51 deg. 27 min. S. and in 63 deg. 
54 min. W. longitude. 

On Sunday the 13 th of January, at day-break, wc 
flood in for the north part of the ifland by the 
coaftof which we had been embayed. Being about a 
league to the eaflward, it fell calm, and poured down 
torrents of rain, after which a mofl: uncommon fwcll 
came from the weftward, and ran fo high, and with 
fuch velocity, that wc expetfted every moment it would 
fee us very fafl towards the fhore, as dangerous as any 
in the world, and we could fee the furge breaking at 
fomediftancefrom it mountains high; very fortunately 
for us a frefh gale fprung up at S. E. with which, to 
our great joy, wc w'ereablc to ftand off, and w'e would 
adviic every one, who may hereafter come this way, to 
give the north part of this ifland a good birth. We 
now brought to in latitude deg. S. and in 63 deg. 

22 min, W. longitude. 

Monday the 14th, we difeovered a flat ifland covered 
^ith tufts of grafs as large as buflies. We continued 
courfe along the fhore fix leagues farther, and then 
^ a low rocky ifland, bearing S. E. by E. and diftant 
about three leagues from the land we were coafling, 
wmeh here forms a very deep bay, and bears E. by N. 
h ifland on which had been feen the long 

^ , of^afs. During the night wc flood off and on, 

^ at three o’clock, A. M. we flood in 

o\\aras the land, and hoifted out our boats to found. 
e c were gone till noon, when they returned with 
of having found a line convenient 
1 ^ the fury of the winds, with its 

fidp northward. The land is on each 

"broad ^ ^ entrance,, which is half a mile 

dangerous, there being nothing 
toob^ua the palTage, andthe depth is from feven to 
tills ^ouddy ground. The fhore of 

aor is ^ncornpafled with fiinkcn rocks or fands; 
pafiinty n danger in approaching it. In 
harbour? Hatboard-fide, many fine fmall bays and 
'' hich U P ^ke third of thefe, 

pivrn found of great extent, the name 

konourahlp hk EgiDont, in honour of the right 

of rheAd- 

Pallv undPK.^1*^ '' hofe direction this voyage was princi- 
t it S. E. diflant 

Rood tna^ I. ^ rocky ifland, which is a 

mile? ^ it by. At the diflance of about 
rom the flmre, there is about eighteen 
3 


fathoms water; and about three leagues to the wefl- 
^ardof the harbour, there is a remarkable white fandy 
beach, olf M'hich a Ihip may anchor till there is an op¬ 
portunity to run in. We moored in 10 fathoms, with 
fine holding ground. This harbour is fb commodious, 
that wc think it proper to give a particular difeription 
of that and the adjacent country. 

Port Egrriont is furrounded by a range of iflands, 
perfectly disjoined, and each placed in a convenient and 
agreeable lituation. T here are three different paflages 
into this port, one from the S. W. another from the 
N. E. and the third from the S. E. and this laft we 
found capable of receiving a fliip of the greateft burthen. 
1 his harbour is of fuch capacity, as to be able to con¬ 
tain the whole royal navy of England, which might lie 
here in perfeifl fecurity. As the adjacent country has 
all the requifites for a good fcttlemcnt, it is probable, 
that was it added to the crown of Great Britain, it 
would in time become a mofl flourifliing fpot. There 
arc here many cafciides of water, which arc fo con¬ 
veniently Ikuaccd, that by bringing calks along-fide 
the fhore, many of them may be filled at once. One 
inconvenience, however, attends this place^ which is 
that there are no trees; but this is of fmall cdnfcquence; 
for in the proper feafon of the year, young trees might 
cafily be brought through the flraits to thefe iflands, 
where there is no doubt but they would grow and prof- 
per. On our firfl arrival we fowed the feeds of turnips, 
radiflics, lettuces, &c. and before we left the harbour 
many of them began to fpring up very fall, and we 
have fince heard, that fome perfons who arrived here 
after our departure, eat of thofe roots and falad. 
It mnft however be acknowledged, that the wheat 
which we allb lowed, being put into the ground at an 
improper feafon, though it fprang up, did not come 
to perfection. This we learnt from a perfon who lately 
came fiom hence in one of his Majefty's fliips of 
war. The paflure ground of this ifland is fo rich, that 
the grafs rofc as high as our breafls, which rendered our 
walking rather troublcfomc. We cut down great 
quantities of it for the ufe of our fliccp. It is not to 
be doubted, but that was this country to be properly 
examined, many valuable difcovcries might be made 
with rcfpccl to its vegetables and minerals; for upon a 
flight furvey of the hills, we found a kind of iron ore, 
and have fome reafon to believe, chat if an exaefljerutiny 
was made, ocher ores might be found of greater value. 
On our fil'd going on lliore, the water fide was entirely 
covered on every fide w'ith different kinds of birds, 
of ver)' beautiful colours, and fo tame, that in lefs than 
half an hour we l^ocked down as many as wc could 
conveniently carry away in our boats; particularly 
while and painted geefe, a great number of penguins, 
cape hens, and other fowls. Thofe which w-e called 
painted geefe, were nearly of the fizc of ©urs, only of a 
different colour, having a ring of green feathers on 
the body, and fpots on different parts, with yellow legs. 

A flrangcr would fcarccly forbear fmiling at this time 
upon feeing our fliip. for never was any fliop in Leadcn- 
hall-market fo plentifully fupplied with poultry, and 
the men in every part were bulily employed in picking 
them. As by experience wc found they had a flrong 
tafte from their feeding upon fea-weeds, fmall fifli, and 
particularly limpits, of which there arc great plenty as 
large as oyflers, we found out a new method of drefling 
them, which rendered even thefe fowls extremely palata¬ 
ble ; fo that we had as much proviflons, and of the niceft 
forts, as we could defire. The method w c purfued, w as 
by cutting them into pieces over night, and letting them 
lie in falt-water till the next day, and after being thus 
purged by lying in foak, wc made them, with a fufficient 
quantity of flour, into' pies. Befldes thefe fow'ls, wc met 
with a prodigious quantity of ducks, fnipes, teal, plover, 
fmall birds, and frcfli-water geefe, which lafl, living 
entirely by the frcfli ponds, have a mofl delicious tafle, 
and are not inferior to thofe wc arc accuflomed to eat 
in England. They arc entirely white except their legs. 
Wc frequently fent two of our men in fearch of them, 
who WTre fufe to bring home half a dozen, or more, 
which they found a fufficient load, being not a little en¬ 
cumbered 
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cumbered by the height of the grafs. We found alfo 
a great number of feals, fome of them very large, and 
fcveral men were employed on fliore,'at a place we 
called Blubber’s Bay, from the number of thofe animals 
we killed, for their oil: for when boiled they yielded a 
fufficient quantity of it for the (hips companies to burn 
in lamps, while the men preferved their fkins for waifl:- 
coats, and other ufes. We were not furprifed at meet¬ 
ing with fuck a great number of feals, when we after¬ 
wards found that they had fometimes 18 or more, at a 
litter. Sea-lions of a prodigious fize are alfo found on 
the coall. The Commodore was once unexpcdledly 
attacked by one of thefe, and extricated himfelf from 
the impending danger with great difficulty. We had 
many battles with this amphibious animal, the killing 
one of which was frequently an hour’s work for fix men: 
one of them almofl: tore to pieces the Commodore’s 
maffiffdog bya fingle bite. The maffer having been 
fent to found the coaff, four very fierce animals ran 
after the boat’s crew till they were up to the middle 
in water, and having no fire-arms, they were obliged to 
put off from the (bore. The next day the Commodore 
and his party faw a fea-lion of an enormous fize, and 
the crew being well armed inflamly engaged him. 
While they were thus employed, one of the other ani¬ 
mals ported towards them; but a ball being inrtantly 
lodged in his body, he was foon difpatched. Five of 
thele creatures were killed in their attempts to feize the 
men, whom they alw^ays purfued the moment they got 
fight of them. They were of a mixed fhape, between 
a w'olfand a fox, moft like the latter, but of the fize of 
the former. They burrow in the ground like a fox, 
feed on feals and penguins, and arc very numerous on 
the coart. The failors, in order to be rid of fuch dif- 
agreeable intruders, fet fire to the grafs, which burnt 
fo rapidly, that t!ic country was all in a blaze for a few 
days, and thefeaiiimals were feen running to feek fhelter 
from the fury of the flames. On the north-fide of this 
harbour is the principal ifland, to w'hich we frequently 
went on fhere, on account of its fituation, and the fine 
profpcdl it afforded from a prodigious high hill, which 
cannot be afeended without difficulty; but on gaining 
the fummit, the great fatigue of afeending it, is fully 
recompcnced, by the delightful view it commands of 
the (hips at anchor, with every part of the harbour; of 
the three paffages into Port Egmont, the fca which 
furrounds you on every fide; and all the ad jacent iflands, 
which are upwards of fifty, fmall and great, all of which 
appeared covered with verdure. While we lay in this 
harbour the crew breakfarted on portable-foup and 
wild celery, thickned with oatmeal, which made a very 
nutritive mefs. 

On Wednefday the 23d, the Commodore, with the 
Captains of the Dolphin and Tamar, and the principal 
officers went on fhore, where the Union Jack being 
erected on a high flaff, and fpread, the' Commodore 
took polTelfion of this harbour, and all the neighbouring 
iflands, for his Majerty king George the third, his heirs 
and fuccefTors, by the name of Falkland’s Iflands. The 
colours were no fooner fpread, than a falute was fired 
from the fliip. Our feamen were very merry on the 
occafion, a large bowl of arrack punch being carried 
on fliore, out of which they drank, among many other 
toarts, Succefs to the difeovery of fo fine a harbour. It 
was the opinion of the honoumble Commodore Byron, 
that thefe iflands, arc the fame land to which Cowley 
gave* the name of Pepys's Ifland, and as the Commodore 
feems not to entertain a doubt in his own mind, we 
fhall lay before our readers, the reafons he has been 
plaifed to give the public in fupport of his opi¬ 
nion. 

^ “In the printed account of Cowley’s voyage” (ob- 
ferves Commodore Byron) he fays, “ We held our 
courfe S. W. till we came into the latitude of 47 deg. 
w^here we faw land, the fame being an ifland, not before 
known, lying to the wertward of us: it was not inhabited, 
and I gave it the name of Pepys’s Ifland. Wc found 
it a very commodious place for fliips to water at, and 
take in wood, and it has a very good harbour, w^here a 
thouland fail of fliips mayfafcly ride. Here is great 


plenty of fowls, and, we judge, abundance of nn, 
rcafon of the grounds being nothing but rocks'aJ 
fands.” To this account there is annexed a repreftn 
ration of Pepys’s Ifland, in which names are given to 
feveral points and head lands, and the harbour is calKd 
Admiralty Bay ; yet it appears that Cowley had only a 
dirtant view of it, for he immediately adds, “ the wind 
being fo extraordinary high that wc could not get into 
it to water, we rtood to the fouthward, Ihapino- out 
courfe S.S. W. till weeame into the latitude of 53 dew.” 
and though he fays, that “ it was commodious to take 
in wood,” and it is known that there is no wood on Falk¬ 
land’s Iflands, Pepys’s Ifland and Falkland’s Illand 
may, notwithftanding, be the fame; for upon Falkland's 
Iflands there are immenfe quantities of flags with narrow 
leaves, reeds, and ruflies, which grow in clullcrs, foas 
to form buflies about three feet high, and then (hoot 
about fix or fcveii feet higher: thefe at a diftance have 
greatly the appearance of wood, and were taken for 
wood by the French who landed there iji the year 1764, 
as appears by Pernetty’s account of their voyage. It 
has been fuggerted, that the latitude of Pepys’s I Hand 
might, in the manufeript from which the account of 
Cowley’s voyage was printed, be exprefled in figures, 
which if ill made, might equally rcfemble 47 and5i; 
and therefore as there is no ifland in thefe feas in lati¬ 
tude 47, and as Falkland’s Iflands lie nearly in 51, that 
51 might reafonably be concluded to be th .* number for 
which the figures were intended to rtand: recourfe 
therefore was had to the Britilli Mufeum, and a manu¬ 
feript journal of Cowley’s was there found. In this 
manufeript no mention is made of an iflahd not before 
known, to which he gave the name of Pepys’s Illand, 
but land is mentioned in latitude 47 deg. 40 min. ex. 
prelTcd in words at length, which exadtly anfwers fo 
the defeription of what is called Pepys's Ifland in the 
printed account; and which here, he fays, he fuppofed 
to be the Iflands of Sebald de Wert. This part of the 
manufeript is in the following words; “ January 1683, 
This month wee were in the latitude of 47 deg. and 
40 min. where wccefpicd an ifland bearing weft from us, 
wee having the wind at N. E. wee bore away for it, it 
being too late for us to goe on flioare, wee lay by all night. 
The ifland feemed very pleafant to the eye, with many 
woods, I may as well fay, the whole land was woods. 
There being a rock lying above water to the ealbvard 
of it, where were an innumerable company of fowles, 
being of the bignefle of a fmall goofe, which foM'les 
would rtrike at our men as they were aloft: fome of 
them wee killed and cat: they feemed to us very good, 
only tailed fomewhat fifhly. I failed along that iiland 
to the fouthward, and about the S. W. fide of the ifland 
there feemed to me to be a good place for fliipps to ride; 

I would have had the boat our to have gone into the 
harbour, but the wind blew frelh, and they would not 
agree to go with it. Sailing a little further, keeping 
the lead, and having 26 and 27 fathoms water, until 
wee came to a place, where wee faw the weeds ride, having 
the lead againe found but feaven fathoms water. 
ing danger went about the ihipp there, were then fcarc- 
full to rtay by the land any longer, it being all rocky 
ground, but the harbour feemed to be a good placelof 
Ibipps to ride there; in the ifland feeming likewik 
have water enough; there feemed to me to be harbouf 
for 500 faile of Ihipps. The going in but narrovv,an 
the north-fide of the entrance fliallow water that I con 
fee, but 1 verily believe that there is water cnougn n 
for anyfhipp to goe in on the fouth-fide, for there can^ 
not be fo great a lack of water, but murt needs fco^' 
a channell away at the ebbe deepe enough for iliipp'^ 
to goe in. 1 would have had them rtood 
wind all night, but they told me they were not coi 
out to go upon difeovery. Wee faw likewifc anoi ^ 
ifland by this that night, which made me think t c 
the Sibble D’wards. The fame night we 
courfe againe W. S. W. which was but our S. v'* 
compalTehaving two and twenty degrees variation ea 
ly, keeping chat courfe till we came in the latitn 


three and fifty degrees.’ 

In both the printed and manufeript ^ 

. .. "n, 4 

fituatcd 


this land is faid to lie in latitude forty-feven, 
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r fo the vveftvvard of the Ihip when hrft difco- 
fuua ed harbour where a 

'""'^‘'^nnmber of Ihips might ride in fafcty, and to be 
rlS by tnumera 4 birds. It appears aIfo by 
wh accounts, that the weather prevented his going 
more and that he Itecred from it weft-fouth-weif, 
he came into latitude fifty-three: there can there- 
f rrbe little doubt but that Cowley gave the name of 
pims’s iHand after he came home, to what he really 
f mnofed to be the illand of Sebald de Wert, for which 

rTnot difficult to allignfeveral reafons; and th ugh 
hcfuppoiition of a miftake of the figures docs not 
'‘ear to be well grounded, yet, there being no land 
in forty-feven, the evidence that what Cowley law was 
Falkland’s iflands, is very Itrong. The dclcription of 
the country agrees in almoll: every particular, and even 
the map IS of the fame general figure, with a ftrait 
running up the middle. The two principal ifiands have 
been probably called Falkland’s iflands by Strong, 
about the year 1689, as he is known to have given the 
name of Falkland’s found to part of the ftrait wliich 
divides them. The journal of this navigator is ftill 
unprinted in the Britilh Mufeum. The firft who fiiw 
thefc iflands isfuppofed to be Captain Davies, the af- 
fociatc of Cavendilh in 1692. In 1594, Sir Richard 
, Hawkins faw land, fuppofed to be the fame, and in ho¬ 
nour of his mirtrefs. Queen Elizabeth, called them 
Hawkins’s Maiden Land. Long afterwards they were 
feen by fome French ftiipsfrom St. Maloes, and Frc- 
zicr, probably for that reafon, called them the Ma- 
Kniins, a name which has been fince adopted by the 
Spaniards.” So much for the difpute concerning the 
difcovery of thefe celebrated illands, which the Spa¬ 
niards now enjoy unmolefted, while to England only 
remains the empty honour of having difeovered, ex¬ 
plored, and given them a'name. 

VVe had now completed our watering, furveyed the 
harbour of Port Egmont, and provided every necclfary 
for our departure. This evening the fmith came on 
board, he having been employed on fliorc, in making 
and repairing iron work for the ufe of the Ihip. We 
continued iiuhc harbour till Sunday the 27th, when, at 
eight o’clock, A. M. we left Port Egmont, and failed 
with the wind at fouth-fouth-weft. But we were 
fcarcely out at Tea, when it began to blow hard, and 
the weather became fo extremely hazy, that w^e could 
not fee the rocky iflands. We now' moft heartily wiflied to 
be fhfe anchored in Egmont harbour; but,, contrary to 
our expectations, in a Ihorttime the weather cleared up, 
though it blew a hard gale all the day. At ten o’clock, 
after having run along the fiiore eaft, about five leagues, 
we faw a remarkable head-land, which was named Cape 
lamar. Five leagues farther we pafted a rock, and 
called it Ediftonc. We now failed between this and 
another head-land, to which was given the name of 
ppc Dolphin, in the direction of caft-north-eaft, five 
leagues farther. The diftance from Cape Tamar to 
Lape Dolphin, is about eight leagues, and from its 
mving the appearance of a found, it was called Carlifie 
^und, though it is fince known to be the northern cn- 
between the two principal iflands. 
c fleered from Cape Dolphin along the fhorceaft, half 
jn, to a low Hat cape, or head-land, and then brought 
?' courfc of this day, the land we faw was all 

owns, having neither trees nor buHics, but large tufts of 
gra s in various places. It may not be improper here to 
^ as in moll of the charts of Patagonia, an 

hath ^^^<^i >bed by the name of Pepys's illand, as 
aff'rr H ^ mentioned, wlierc travellers have 

^ they have feen trees in abundance, and 
thelnr-^ 4 ^ after fcveral attempts in 

nor to be difeovered, no ifland 

could be found; in juftice to the 
illanr^' ^ Y^coverers of that and other imaginary 
Probnh! leave again to obferve, that tliey 

'vherp tio intention to deceive, for on this coaft, 

w ind, and thick 
Ibund the banks of fogs were apt to 
take them^for^? obferver, and make him mif- 

^o. 27, ' * 


Thus W'C ouii'elvcs have frequently 


imagined, that we faw land very near; but fuddcnly a 
breeze of wind fpringing up, our fuppofed land dif- 
appeared, though w'c did not think ourfelves above a 
league and a half from it, and convinced us of ourmif- 
take by opening to our view an unbounded profpcCl:. So 
cafily docs the mind of man, when fee on one particular 
object, form to itfelf chimerical notions of its darling 
purfuit, and when harrafled, as vve will fuppofe, by the 
diftrclfes that frequently attend an enterprize of this na¬ 
ture, make an imaginary difcovery of land, where no¬ 
thing but a thick fog, and a vaft extent of fca, are to 
be found. 

On Monday the 28th, at four o'clock, A. M. wc made 
fail, and fleered eaft-fouth-eafl, and fouth-fouth-eafl 
to two low rocky iflands, about a mile from the main; 
and to a deep found between thefc, w^e gave the name 
of Berkley’s Sound. About four miles to the foiithward 
of the fouth point of this found, the fea breaks very 
high, on fomc rocks that appear above water. The 
coaft now wore a dangerous afpeCt; rocks and breakers 
being at a confidcrable diftance from the Ihore, and in 
all directions, and the country appeared barren and de- 
folatc, much refembling that part of Terra del Fuego 
which lies near Cape Horn. The Tea rifing here very 
high, wc tacked and flood to the northward, to prevent 
our being driven on a Ice fliore. Having now run no 
Icfs than feventy leagues of this illand, we concluded, 
it muft be of confiderable extent. Some former navi¬ 
gators have made balkland’s iflands, to be about two 
hundred miles in circumference, but in the opinion of 
our Commodore, they arc near yod miles. At noon 
wc hauled the wind and flood to the northward, the 
entrance of Berkley’s Sound bearing at three o’clock, 

. S. W. by VV. fix leagues off; and in the evening we 
flood to the weft ward, the wind having lb i fled to the 
S. W. On Tuefday, the 5th of February, at one o’clock 
P. M. we again made the coaft of Patagonia, bearing 
S. W. byS. fix leagues diflant. At two we palled by 
Penguin Ifland; and at three ftanding tow'ards the har¬ 
bour of Port Defire, which w'as two leagues diflant, we 
to our great fatisfaCiion, difeovered the Flora florclhip, 
which had been fitted out at Deptford, and had on 
board a great quantity of new baked bread, packed in 
new calks, befides brandy, flour, beef, and all fuch nc- 
ceflary provilions and flores for the ufe of our two fliips. 
This vcflel, whofe arrival W'as fo opportune for the pro- 
fecution of our voyage, was difpatched by the lords of 
the Admiralty, with as much fccrecy as the Dolphin, 
with refpeCl to the ignorance of the men on board as to 
their place of deflination. When flie firft failed from 
Deptford, Die was fitted out for Florida; nor did the 
mafter know, till he arrived fouth ward of the line, that 
he was ordered to recruit the Commodore’s veficls. We 
had for fome time pafl been uncafy, concluding that 
this fliip had probably met with fome accident that had 
obliged her to return: but her appearance agreeably re¬ 
moved all the anxiety we had felt from this groundlefs 
conjcc^turc; and indeed it was very happy for us, that 
we fell in with her at this juncture, which was the more 
fcafonablc, as for fome time wc had been reduced to a 
Ibort allowance of certain articles of provifions, which 
file was able to fiipply us with ; but had this not been 
the cafe, a worfe confequence muft have enfued, namely, 
that of being obliged to fleer to the Cape of Good Hope, 
in order to purchafe provifions, and confequcnrly lofing 
our voyage; as by this delay it would be too late for us 
to attempt a paflage into the South Sea, either by paf- 
fing the flraits of Magellan, or doubling Cape Horn, 
confequcntly an end would be put to all our difeoveries, 
and the expence of fitting us out be thrown away. At 
four o’clock P. M. having anchored in Port Defire, 
the mafter of the florefhip came on board the Dolphin, 
bringing a packet from the lords of the Admiralty to 
the Commodore. This perfon was a midfliipman in 
his Majefly’s fervice, and was to have a commiflion as 
loon as he found the Commodore, He had been fe- 
vcral days in learch of Pepys’s Ifland^ but was like us 
obliged to .dclifl, and having croHcd the latitude in 
which it was fuppofed to lie, had met with a florm th: t 
had greatly damaged his mails and fails. In the even- 
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ingthe mafter of the Florida left the Dolphin, and by 
order of the Commodore, our carpenters attended 
him on board his own fliip, to repair the damages flie 
had fuftained. During our run from Falkland's iflands 
to Port Dcfire, the number of whales about the Dol¬ 
phin rendered our navigation dangerous. One blew 
the water upon our quarter deck, and we were near 
ftriking upon another; they were of an uncommon lize, 
much larger than any we had yet feen. 

On Thurfday the 7th, the night proved very tempef- 
tuous; when both the Tamar and Florida made lignals 
of dirtrefs, having been driven from their moorings 
up the harbour. They were got clear of the {hore with 
great difficulty, as they were the next night, when they 
both drove again. Finding the ftorcfliip was in con- 
llant danger of being loft, the defignof unloading her 
in this harbour was given up, and the Commodore de¬ 
termined to take her wirh him into the ftrait. Capt. 
Mouatof the Tamar having alfo informed us, that his 
rudder was fprung, it was fecured with iron clamps in 
the beft manner he could, there being no timber to 
be found proper for making her a new one. Having 
by the thirteenth completed the repairs of our refpec- 
tive ftiips, we made ready to leave this port, as by the 
rapidity of the tide, the boats could have little or no 
communication with the ftorc-fliip: it was therefore 
refolved to fail back to the Eaftward, and take in our 
ftoresat one of the Ports we had before viftted. One 
of our petty officers, well acquainted with the ftrait, 
and four of our famen, w'ere put on board the Flo¬ 
rida, to affift in navigating her, and fhe w'as ordered to 
make the beft of her way to Port Famine. On the 14th, 
we put to fca, and when, a few' hours after, abreaft of 
Penguin illand, we got fight of the ftore-ffiip a long 
way to the eaftward. On Saturday the i6th, about fix 
o'clock, A. M. Cape Fairweather bore W. S. W. diftant 
five leagues; and on the 17th, we hauled in for the ftrait 
of Magellan, and at fix o’clock A. M. Cape Virgin 
Mary bore S. diftant five miles. On the 18th, vvepalfcd 
the lirft narrow. To our great furprife, in the morn¬ 
ing of thefecond day after we left Port Defire, we dif- 
covered a ftrange fail, which our Commodore appre¬ 
hended might be a Spanifti man of war of the line, who 
was come to intercept us; and in confcquence of that 
furmife, boldly gave orders, that all on board the Dol¬ 
phin and Tamar ftiould prepare to give her a warm re¬ 
ception, by firing all our guns, and then boarding her 
from both ftiips: but while we were bringing to and 
waiting for her, it grew dark, and we loft light of her, 
till the next morning, when we faw her at three leagues 
diftance, and found (he ftill followed us, while wefailed 
towards Point Famine. She even came to an anchor 
when we did. We Were now employed in getting up 
our guns, having only four upon deck, which had 
been ufed for lignals, the reft having for a conliderable 
rime before lain in the hold. We Ibon however got 
fourteen upon deck, and then came to an anchor, hav¬ 
ing the Tamar a-ftern, with a fpring on our cable; and 
that we might give her as warm a reception as poftible, 
we removed all our guns to one lide,pointing to the place 
where the velTel muft pafs. While we were thus bufily 
employed in taking all the meafures prudence could 
fuggeftto defend us from an imaginary danger, an ac¬ 
cident that happened to the ftore-ftiip Ihewcd that we 
had nothing to fear, and that tltiQ veflcl againft which 
wc were arming ourfclyes, ought not to bs confidered 
as an enemy; for while the Florida was working to 
the windward, Ihe took the fhore, on a bank about 
two leagues from our Ihip. About the fame time the 
ftrange veflel came up wdth her, and feeing her diftrefs 
caft anchor; and immediately begap to hoift out her 
boats to give her alfiftance; but before they had reached 
the ftorc-lhip, our boats had boarded her, and the com¬ 
manding officer had received orders not to let them come 
on board; but to thank them in the politeft manner for 
their intended affiftance. Thefe orders were pundu- 
ally obeyed, and with the aid of our boats only, the 
(lorc-ftiip was foon after got into dc^ water. Our 
people reported, that the French velfel was full of 
men, and feemed to have a great many officers. At 
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fix o’clock in the evenining, wc worked through the 
fccond narrow; and at ten palfcd the well end of 
We anchored at eleven offi Elizabeth lllancj, and i\^ 
French fliip did the fame, in a bad lituation, fouthward 
of St. Bartholomew’s Illand, whereby we were con¬ 
vinced Ihe was not well acquainted with the chan! 
ncl. 

OnTuefday the 19th wc weighed, and at fix o’clotl* 
A. M. we fteered between Elizabeth and. Bartholomew 
Iflands, S. S. W. five miles, when wc croHcd a bank, 
where among the weeds w e had feven fathoms water! 
This bank is fituated W. S. W. about five miles froni 
the middle of George’s Iftand.. To avoid d;ingcr, it 
is neceflary to keep near Elizabeth’s Illand, till the 
vveftern-fhore is but a fiiort diftance, and then a fouthera 
courfe may be failed with great fafety, till the reel; 
which lies about four miles to the northward of St. 
Anne’s Point, is in fight. The Frenchman ftill followed 
us, and w'c thought llie came from F'alkland’s Iflands, 
where is a French fettlement, to take in wood, or that 
fhe was on a furvey of the Strait of Magellan, in which 
we were now failing. Oji the 20th, we hoifted out our 
boats, and towed round St. Anne’s Point into Port 
F’aminf. Here we anchored, at fix in the evening, and 
foon after the French fhip pafted by us to the fouth- 
W'ard. During our ftay in this port, we were principally 
employed, in receiving provifions from the ftore lhip, 
and in compleating our wood and waicr. On the 25th, 
finding that both the ftiips had received as much llorcs 
and proviiions as they could poftibly flow', the Com¬ 
modore fent home all the draughts of the places he had 
caufed to be taken, by the ftore-fhip, with exprefs 
orders, that if they were in any danger of being board¬ 
ed and examined by any foreign iliips, their hrll care 
Ihould be to throw the plans and pacquets into the lea. 
On raking leave of the Florida, our boat fwa in, and all 
that were lick on board the Dolphin and Tamar; ob¬ 
tained leave to return in her to England; the Com¬ 
modore in the meantime, declaring openly to the crew 
in general, that if any of them were averfeto proceed-* 
ing on the voyage, they had free liberty to return; 
an offer which only one of our men accepted. Wc now 
with the Tamar failed from Port Famine, intending 
to pulh through the ftrait before the feafon lliould be 
too far advanced. At noon we were three leagues dif- 
tant from St. Anne’s Point, which bore N. W. three or 
four miles from Point Shutup, which borcS. S. W. Point 
Shutup bears from St. Anne’s Point, S. halfE. and they 
arc about four or five leagues afundcr. Between ihclc 
two points there is a flat-fhoal, which runs from Port 
Famine before the river Sedger, and three miles to the 
fouthward. At three o’clock, P. M. we palTed the 
French fhip, which now anchored in a fmall cove. 
She had hauled clofe to the Ihore, and we could fee 
large piles of wood cut down, and lying on each lide 
of her. Upon our return to England, wc learnt this 
fliip was the F^agle, commanded by M. Bougainvillfi 
and that her bulincfs in the ftrait was, as the Com¬ 
modore had conje<ftured, to cut wood for the French 
fettlement in FalklancTs Iflands. FVem Cape 
to Cape Forward, the courfe is S. W. by S. dilmnee 
feven leagues. At eight in the evening wc broughno, 
Cape Forward bearing N. W. half W. diftant about 
a mile. This part of the ftrait is eight m^cs over, an 
oft' the cape we had 40 fathoms within half a cables 
length of the fhore. " ^ 

On the 26th, at four o’clock, A. M. we rnadc laii 
'and at ten wc kept working to windward, lookingo'J^*’’^ 
the fame time for an anchoring-pi ace, and endeavouring 
to reach a bay about two leagues to the 
Cape Forward. An officer was fent into this bay f 
found, who finding it fit for our purpofe wc entered 1» 
and at fix o’clock, P. M. anchored in nine fatnoiu 
watci;. On the 27th, at fix o'clock, A. M- ^ 
tinued our courfe through the ftrait, from 
land to C ape Gallant. This cape is very high 
ftcep, and between it and the former cape is a ica » 
three leagues over, called Englilh Reach. :! 

fouth of Cape Gallant is Churles’s Ifland. of 
neccflary to keep to the northward. We fteered a 0 
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the north Ihore, at the diftance of about two miles. 

Fillward of Cape Holland is a fpacious fandy bay, 
Sled Wood's Bay, in which there is good anchorage. 
The mountains on each fide the ftrait are more de- 
folatc in appearance than any others in the world, ex¬ 
cept perhaps the Cordeliers, both being rude, craggy, 
fteep and covered from the bottom to their fummits 
withlhow. From Cape Gallant to Palfage Point, dif- 
tant about three leagues, the coaft lies W. by N. by com- 
pafs. Paflage Point is the eaft point of Elizabeth’s 
te, and is low land, off of which lies a rock. Be¬ 
tween this and Cape Gallant are fcvcral i(lands, fonie' 
very fmall; but the eaftermon-, Charles’s IQand, is fix 
miles long: the next is called Monmouth's I (land, and 
the weftermoft, Ruperts Ifland : this lies S. by E. of 
Point Paflage. Thefe group of iflands make the ftrait 
narrow: between Port Paft'age and Rupert’s Ifland, it 
is not more than two miles over, and it is advifeablc 
for navigators to go to the northward of them all, keep, 
ing the north-fliore on board. 

On Wednefday the 27th, at fix o’clock, P. M. we 
ftood in for Elizabeth’s Bay, and anchored in ten fa¬ 
thoms, good ground. In this bay there is a good 
rivulet of frcfli water. On the 2 8th, we met with ex- 
ccfiivc gales from the W. N. W. w'hich blew with fuch 
violence, that we were driven three leagues to the eaft- 
ward, where w^e cafl anchor on the top of a rock, in 
13 fathoms and a half w'ater, a cable’s length from the 
ky: but foon after we parted, or rather ftarted our 
ftream anchor, and fell oft the rock: it was very dark, 
and the Ihip ftill kept driving with her whole cable 
out, and was in the greateft danger of being loft; how-- 
cver, we let go both bowers in 17 fathoms water. The 
wind ftill continued to blow very hard, and the fhip 
was fo near the rocks, that the boats could but juft 
keep clear of the furfoft the (hore: but that provi¬ 
dence which had hitherto attended us, ftill continued 
to be our friend, and preferved us from impending 
deftruclion; for the next morning we hove in the cable 
of our ftream-anchor, both the flukes of which where 
broke; and being thus rendered ufclcfs, it was thrown 
over^rd. We now with our gib and ftay-fails ran 
out into 10 fathoms, till we were exaiftly in the fitua- 
tion from whence we had been driven, where we an¬ 
chored with our beft bower. 

On Friday the ift of March, at five o’clock, A. M. we 
weighed,attended with light gales and modemte weather. 

At feven palfcd Mufcle Bay, a leagueto the weft ward of 
Elizabeth s, on the fouthern Ihore. At eight we were 
t\vo leagues W, by N. of this bay, and abreaft of 
bachelor’s River, which is on the north Ihore. A league 
irom hence lies the entrance of Sc. jerom’s Sound, which 
wc paffod at nine. In our courfe along this coaft wc 
a fmokc, and foon after difeovered a great number 
^ Indians in detached parties, fome of whom, on feeing 
their canoes into the water, and made towards 
within raulket Ihot, they began a 
^01 hideous (houting, and we hallooed, and waved 
oui hands, as iignals for them to come on board, which 
5 frequently repc*aced, they did. On enter- 

Jng the Ihip they furveyed it with no fmall figns of 
^ never fecn a velTel of the 

before. Thefe Indians were in general of a 
uifK11 ^ brown complexion, 

bair, that hung down to their Ihoulders. 
covered with the Ikin of fome ani- 
had nr!t poor wretches 

We t quantity to cover their nakednefs. 

rather gave them abun- 
to recelv eloatlis, which they feemed 

fond aCvu : they were alfo exceeding 

prmv fr t ^^ch we diftributed among them 

PartlirK ^ , “Sb they appeared rather unwilling to 

^acl j return. Some of thefe people 

^‘•tined al ttiade of fuch hard wood, that it 

c^ccedincT° ; the bows were not only 

curious and fmooth, but wrought with veiy 

twifted rnjt and the ftring was formed of a 

W WfV.. L arrows, which were about two feet 
o* pointed with flint lhaped like a harpoon, 


and cut with as great nicety, as if they had been 
lhaped by the moft exadi lapidary; and at the other 
end a feather was fixed to dired: its flight. They 
have alfo javelins. Thefe Indians feem to be very poor 
and perfectly harmiefs, coming forth to their refpective 
employments at the dawn of day, and when the fun fets, 
retiring to their different habitations. They live 
almoft entirely on filli, and particularly on limpets and 
inufcles, the latter of which they have in great plenty, 
^id niuch larger than thofe wc met with in England. 
Their boats are but indifferently put together; they arc 
made chiefly of the bark of trees, and are juft big 
enough to hold one family : M’hen they land, being very 
light, they haul them upon ftiore, out of the reach of the 
ddc, and feem very careful in prefen'ing them. In the 
ftruCture of fome of thefe boats no fmall degree of in¬ 
genuity is evident. They are formed of three pieces, 
one at the bottom, which ferves for the keel and part 
of the Tides, and is falliioned both within and without 
by means ot fire; upon this are placed two upper pieces, 
one on each fide, which are fewed together, and to the 
bottom part, like a feem fevved with a needle and thread. 
All their boats in general arc very narrow, and each end 
formed alike, both fharp, and rifing up a confiderabic 
height. Hiefe Indians are very dexterous n ftriking 
the fifli from their canoes with theirjavciins, though they 
lie fome feet under water. In thefe inftances, they feem 
to fticw the utmoft extent of their ingenuity; for we 
found them incapable of underftanding things the moll 
obvious to their fenfes. On their firft coming aboard, 
among the trinkets we gave them were fome knives and 
Icift'ars, and we tried to make them fenfible of their ufe; 
but after our repeated endeavours, by Ihewing the man¬ 
ner of uling them, they continued as infenfible as at 
firft, and could not learn todiftinguiftithe blades from 
the handles. There are plenty of Teals in this part of 
the ftraits, but we did not meet with many fowl, owing 
doubtlefs to the intenfe cold, nor did we find the 
woods infefted with any kind of wild be^s. On fail¬ 
ing to the weftward we found an irregular tide, which 
fometimes ran 18 hours to the caftward, and but fix to 
the weftward; at other times, when the weftcrly winds 
blew with any degree of ftrength, it would conftantly 
run for fcvcral days to the eaft. At intervals we had 
hard gales of wind, and prodigious fqualls from the high 
mountains, whofe fummits arc covered with fnow. Ti e 
ftraits are here four leagues over, and it is difficult to 
get any anchorage, on account of the unevennefs, and 
irregularity of the bottom, which in feveral places clofe 
to the Ihore has from 20 to 15 fathoms water, and in 
other parts no ground is to be found with a line of i co 
fathoms. VVe now ftecred W. S. W. for Cape Quod. 
Between this and Elizabeth’s Bay is a reach aboutfbur 
miles over, called Crooked Reach. In the evening of 
the 4th, we anchored abreaft of Bachelor’s Rivci^ in 
14 fathoms. The entrance of the river bore N. by E. 
diftanc one mile, and the northernmoft point of St. 
Jerom’s Sound, Wr N. W. diftant three miles. About 
three quarters of a mile caftward of Bachelor’s River 
lies a Ihoal, upon which there is not more than fix feet 
water when the tide is out: it is diftant about half 
a mile from the Iliore, and may be known by the weeds 
that are upon it. Wc here faw feveral Indians dif- 
perfed in different quarters, among whom we found a 
family which ftruck our attention. It was compofed 
of a dccripid old man, his wife, two Ibryj and a daughter. 
The latter appeared to have tolerable features, and an 
Englilh face, which they feemed defirous of letting us 
know; they making a long harangue, not a fyllable of 
which we underftood, though we plainly perceived it 
was in relation to tlie woman, whole age did not exceed 
thirty, by their pointing firft at her, and then at them- 
felves. Various were the conjectures we formed in regard 
to this circumftancc, though we all agreed that their 
figns plainly fhewed that they oftcred herto us, as being 
ofthc famecountr)\ In one particular they appeared 
to be quite uncivilized, for when wc came up to them 
they were tearing to pieces and devouring raw fifli. On 
tlie 5th, we fent the boats a-hcad to tow, but could not 
gain a bay on the north Ihore, which appeared to be 
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ftn excellent harbour, fit to receive five or fix fail; we 
were therefore obliged to caft anchor on a bank, with 
theftream anchor, Cape Quod bearing W, S. W. diE 
tant about fix miles. An officer was now fent to look 
out for a harbour, but he did not fuccced. 

On Wednefday the 6th, we moored in a little bay 
oppofite Gape Quod; and the Tamar, which could not 
work up fo far, about fix miles to the cafivvard of it. 
This part of the ftrait is only four miles over, and its 
afped dreary and defolatc beyond imagination, owing 
to the prodigious mountains on each fide of it, which 
rife above the clouds, and arc covered with perpetual 
fnow'. 

On Thurfday the 7th, at eight o’clock we weighed, 
and w'orked with the tide. At noon, Cape Quod bore 
E. by S. and Cape Monday, the weftermoft land in 
fight on the fouth fiiorc, W. by N. diftant ten leagues. 
'I'he tides here are very ftrong, and the ebb fets to the 
wertward, with an irregularity for which it is \icry 
difficult to account. At one the Tamar anchored op- 
pofitc Cape Quod, in the bay we had juft left; and in 
the evening wc anchored in a final 1 .bay on the north 
fiiore, five leagues to the weft ward of Cape Quod. 
The marks to know this bay are two large rocks that 
appear above water, and a low point, which makes the 
eaft part of the bay. The anchorage is between the 
two rocks, theeaftennoft bearing N. E. halt E. diftant 
about two cables length, and the weftermoft, wffiich is 
near the point. W. N. W. half W. at about the fame 
diftance; there is alfo a fmall rock which fiiows itfelf 
among the weeds at low water, and bears E. halfN. 
diftant about two cables length. Should there be more 
fliips than two, they may anchor farther out in deeper 
w'atcr. We found in this part of the ftrait few birds 
of any kind, and but a fmall quantity of mufclcs along 
the fhore; and though we fent out our boat into a bay 
to haul the fcinc, it returned without fiiccefs, not any 
fifli being to be found. However, we frequently found 
great quantities of red berries, fomewhat refembling 
our cranberries, which being wholefome and refreftiing 
proved of confiderablc fervice to the fliip’s company. 
They arc about the fize of an hazle nut, and the chief 
provifions of the Indians in thefc parts. On the Sth, 
we found abundance of ftielUfifti, but faw no traces of 
people. In the afternoon, the Commodore went up a 
deep lagoon under a rock, at the head of which was a 
fine fall of water, and on the eaft-fidc of it fcveral 
fmall coves, calculated for the reception of fliips of the 
greateft burthen. He returned with a boat load of 
very large mufcles. On the 9th, we got under way, at 
feven o’clock, A. M. and at eight faw the Tamar very 
fiir aftern. We now flood to the N. W. with a plea- 
fant breeze at S. by E. but when abreaft of Cape Mon¬ 
day Bay, the wind took us back, and continued from fix 
o’clock to eight, at which time Cape Monday Bay 
bore E. halfN. fix leagues. On the ioth, at fix o’clock, 
A. M. Cape Upright bore E. by S. diftant three leagues. 
From Cape Monday to Cape Upright, which are both 
on the fouth ftiore, and diftant from each other about 
five leagues, the courfc is W. by N. At ten a violent 
ftonnofwind came on, which was very near offering 
our deftruAion; for it was very thick rainy weather, 
and we fuddcnly difeovered funken rock« on our lee- 
bow, juft appearing above the furface of the water, at 
the diftance of about half a mile from us. We tacked 
immediately, and in half an hour it blew fo hard, that 
we w ere obliged to bear up before the wind, and go in 
fearch of an harbour. We were foon after joined by 
the Tamar, who had been fix or feven leagues to the 
eaftward of us all night. At fix in the evening we 
came to anchor in a bay, in 16 fathoms water; but 
the anchor falling from the bank into 50 fathoms, the 
fiiip almoft drove on ftiore ; happily the anchor doling 
w ith a rock brought as up. We now weighed, and on 
the nth fleered into a proper anchoring place, on a 
bank, where the Tamar was riding, entirely furrounded 
with high precipices, where we lay not more than two 
cables length from the Ihorc. - There is a bafon at the 
bottom of this bay, within which is ten fathoms, and 
room enough for fix or feven fail to lie in perfed 


fecurity. Having at this time heavy fqualls of xund 

attended with much rain, the Commodore, ' 
generofity that endeared him to the crew, didribuJ 
as much doth among the failors as would make all of 
them long waiftcoats ; a prefent highly acceptable ar 
this feafon of the year, and th© more fo, as the officer^ 
and men, on leaving England, from their expeding to 
fail diredly to India, had provided no thick cloathL 
And that no partiality might be Ihewn to thofc on 
board his own fliip, he ordered a fufficient quantity for 
theufc of Capt. Mouat’scompany in the Tamar.' 

OnTuefdaythe 12th, while we were employed in 
fcarchingafter wood and water, the lamar’s boat vr,s 
fent to the weft ward, with an officer from both Ihips 
to look for harbours on the fouthern ftiore. On the 
14th, the boat returned with the agreeable news, that 
they had found fevcral bays, particularly five between 
the fiiip’s ftation and Cape Upright, where we might 
anchor in fafety. When the Commodore heard this 
in order to encourage his men in the difcharge of their 
duty, he ordered a double allowance of brandy to be 
given to every one on board, which, with their warm 
fear-nought jackets, provided by government, proved 
both comfortable and falutary; for fome hills, which, 
when we came firft to this place, had no fnow upon 
them, w^erc now covered, and the w inter ol this dreary 
and inhoipitable region feemed to have fet in at once, 
Thofe in the boat, during their abfence, were benighted, 
and obliged by diftrefs of weather to land, and take 
fiielter under a tent which they had taken with them. 
They faw a number of Indians employed on the fhore, 
m cutting up a dead whale, which feented the place for 
fomc diftance around, it being in a ftate of putrcfa<ilion. 
This they fuppofed was defigned for food, feeing they 
cut it in large fiices, and carried them away on their 
ftiouldcrs to another party at a diftance, who feemed 
employed round a fire: however it is equally probable, 
that like the Greenlanders, they might be making oil 
for their lamps againft the approaching feverity of 
winter. One of the officers told us, that near Cape 
Upright fome Indians had given him a dog, and that 
one of the women had offered him a child which was 
fucking at her breaff, but for what purpofe he could 
not fay. How much foever by their appearance, and 
manner of life, thefe feemingly forlorn rational bcinga 
may be degraded in the eyes of Europeans, we ought 
not from this trifling incident, to attribute tothem fuch 
a ftrange depravity of nature as makes them deftitutc 
of affcdlion for their offspring; or even to think thauc 
can be furmounted by the ncceffitits or wants attending 
the moft deplorableSituation; a notoriety of faints and 
univerfal hiftory are againft even a fup)pofition ol tlus 
kind. On the 15th, at eight o’clock, A. M. wc made 
fail, and in the afternoon we anchored on the cafl-lidf 
of Cape Monday, in Wafli Pot Bay. 'Fhc pitch ol the 
cape bore N. W. diftant half a mile, and the extreme 
points of the bay from E. to N. by W. The nc^’d 
fhore v/as a low ifland between us and the cape, Irom 
which ifland we lay about half a cable’s length, j 
had at this place frequent fhowers of rain and nai > 
with the air all the time exceffive lliarp. 

On Saturday the i6th, at fix o’clock, A. M. "'c mi' 
moored, and at eight a ftrong current fet us to thc ^^ ‘' 
ward. In this perplexing fituation w’erc ^yc drive^ 
about from place to place, lofing perhaps in ^ 5 
hours, what we had been fix days and nights 
to the w’eftvvard ; for when the wdnd continues ^ ^ 
violence there is no regular tide; but on the 
conflant wefterly current running tw'O miles an 
Perceiving wc loft: ground, wc came to an anchor, 
fiiiding the ground to be rocky we wcigJied 
every man on board the reft of the day, and 
night, continued on deck, during which ^4^- 
poured down in unremitting torrents. Notwim ■ 
ing this incelfant labour, on the 17th, we 
tification to find we had been lofing way 
tack, and at nine o’clock, A. M. wc were jj 

chor in the very bay w'c had left two days betor 
continued to rain, and blow violently 
longer, fo chat we began to think, without a 
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wind, it would be our ill fortune to fpend the winter 
quarter in one of thefe coves. The Commodore had 
fent out a boat to found the ba/ on the north (bore, 
but no anchorage could be found. On the 21 ft, we fet 
fail, the wind veering from S. W. by W. to N. N. W. 
we worked to windward with continual fqualls, which 
at intervals obliged us to clue all our fails. In the 
mean while the Tamar, whom till this time we had 
never loft light of, by a favourable breeze, got a few 
leagues to the weftward, where Ihc lay two days in 
good anchorage. Harralfed as we were by continual 
difappoinnfients, to add ft ill more to our vexation and 
concern, we found our men were attacked by the feur- 
vey, which had made its appearance on many of 
them; however, by the aftiftance of vegetables, and 
the extraordinary care of the Commodore, w ho caufed 
portable foup to be ferved to the lick, and tw'icc a week 
to the whole Ihip's company, on Fridays with peafe, 
and on Mondays wnth oatmeal; and w ho with the 
greaceft humanity never fpared to diftributc from his 
own table, whatever miglit be of ufe for the recovery 
of thofe attacked by this dreadful difordcr, it was pre¬ 
vented from raging with any great inveteracy. On the 
226, to our great joy w e niade w'ay, the current fetcing 
to the w'eftward. At fix in the evening, we anchored 
in a commodious bay on the eaft-fidc of Cape Monday 
where the Tamar lay in 18 fathoms. We found this 
place very fate, the ground being excellent. It is re¬ 
markable, that notwichftanding the late feverity of the 
weather, added to their incclTant labour, the crew of 
^th fiiips, in general, retained both health and 
ipirits. 

0.1 Saturiay the 23d, at eight o’clock, A. M. we 

^ f’oufs opened the South Sea, 
which rolled in With a prodigious fvvell. At four in 
the afternoon, we anchored about a league to the eaft- 
ward ol Qpe Upright, in a good bay, with a deep 

known. On 

Ae 2,gh, the boat was fent to the weftu'ard, with the 
limTui'T'H"*"'’ harbour, at which 

wwher wd?h unhealthy 

'^'•om the N. W. At fix in 
able tn returned without having been 

O" fhe 2j!h. the 
bclides imr arms, and a week's provifions, 

land° and find* * n tent, in cafe they ftould 

eTn’J the w make ufe of it. In the 

and ^ toturned, having been about four leagues, 

the n" weighed, and on the 20th, 

'fhcftrairch/>^' Windward of Cape Monday. 

mountaii^fccmed'r*°l“‘^ °''or. and the 

head of our rw ^ high as themaft 

* violent f&, fail, till the wind incrcafing, and 

obliged to coming on, we w'crc 

four^in thr^ top Tails. At 

in le& th weather became very thick, 

^ thediftanr^^”the fouth ftiore, 
wc therefor/, i- i j ^ tnile, but got no anchorage; 

At eleven we f to the north Ihorc. 

we were mur/*7 « which 

our fimatinn ?k“ heighten the danger 
lowering and rh’ *“gdcnly became dark and 

heard (U(hin7. P°‘Pe of the waves, which we plainly 
‘he difallcr ‘he precipices, feemed to lorctcll 

riencing. hur.r'^k thought ourfelves near expe- 
'mmcdiatc d.n- v ‘“llant, when we expected 
‘■’ih.ourLrvc^‘'V"> hy hoifting out our head 
the breakers nn t- tound on the other tack, and left 
tbe fouthwaH '' tnadc fail with our head to 

"bich \vc I ^tiring this critical fituation, from 
®^ersandmfn ^?.P*‘®vjdentially delivered, the 

from thp utmoft, to extri- 

that alacrity nntf danger, and behaved with 

twize thofe whn which fo ftrongly charac- 

this 

made a fitm '’i ^^^^tmony to their honour. Wc 
her cafe Tamar to come up, fup- 

-S. equally defperate with our own: 


however flie foon failed a-hcad, firingagun. and fiiovv- 
ing lights whenever fiic faw land. Our fituation was 
now very alarming; the ftorm increafed every moment, 
e weather was exceeding thick, the rain feemed to 
threaten another deluge, w e had a long dark night before 
us, wc vvcrc in a narrow channel, and furrounded on 
every ide with rocks and breakers. I3y the violence of 
the wind, our mizen-top-fail was fplit from the yard, 
and rendered entirely ufclefs. During this tempeftuous 
night we parted company with our conforc. VVe now 
brought to, keeping the Dolphin’s Head to the S. V/. 
but there being a prodigious fca, it broke over us fo 
often, that the whole deck was alraoft under water. 
Alter bending a new mizcn-top-fail, and repairing as 
wjll as we could the damages ourfliip had fufieredTon 
the aych, about five in the morning, to our incxprefiible 
joy, the day began to dawn upon us ; but the weather 
was fo hazy, that no land could be feen, though we 
knew It could not be far diftant, and it might be clofe 
under our lee. We therefore made a fignal for the 
Tamar to come under our ftern, which having done, 
we bore away, and, at feven, both ftiips came to an an¬ 
chor in Cape Monday Bay, about one mile to the 
eaftward, with the fmall bower, in 23 fathoms w^ater, 
and veered out to a whole cable. We had twice in 
Jis perplexing traverfe been within four leagues of 
Tuefday’s Bay, ar the w eftern entrance of the ftreight, 
and had twice been driven back 10 or 12 leagues by 
the fury of oppofing ftorms. When the feafon is fo 
far advanced as it was when we attempted the paflage 
through this ftrait, it is a moft difficult and dangerous 
undertaking, as Jt blows a hurricane inccflantly night 
and day, and the rain is as violent and conftant as the 
wind, with fuch fogs as often render it impoffible to 
difcover any objedt at the diftance of twice the fiiip’s 
length. Our Commodore, after attending to the nc- 
ceflary refrclhments of his officers and men, who had 
endured the greateft fatigues, thought proper to name 
the high-Iand, which wc had fo miraculoufly efcaped 
Cape Providence. It rifes to a very great height, and' 
projects to the fouthward, being fituated about four or 
five leagues from Cape Monday, but upon the oppofitc 
ftiore. On the 28th, finding our cables much damaged 
by the rocks, we condemned our beft bow er, and cut in 
into junk. Wc alfo bent a new one, which w‘e rounded 
with old rigging eight fathoms from the water. In 
the mean time the Tamar had parted from her anchor, 
and was drove over to the caft-fide of the bay. She 
was brought up at a fmall diftance from fome rocks, 
a^inft which ftic might otherwife have been daftied to 
pieces. On the 29th,at fcveno’clock, A. M. we weighed 
and fet fail, but, at intervals, w'ere attended with hard 
fqualls from the weftward, with heavy rains. While 
we were working to windward, the Tamar, fteering 
by the fouth coaft, ran a-ground, and made the fignal of 
diftrefs, by firing a gun, and hoifting her enfign in the 
mizcn-flirouds; on wffiich w‘e ftood again into the bay, 
bore dow n to her afliftancc, and hoifted out our boats! 
Wc fent anchor hawfers, w ith which they foon hove her 
off, and Ihc came to anchor near us in Monday Bav. 

On Saturday the 30th, the winds were fo violent as oer- 
fedly to tear up the fca, and carry it higher than the 
top-mafts. The ftorm came from'W. N. W. and was 
more furious than any preceding one. A dreadful 
fca rolled over us, and dallied againft the rocks with a 
noife like tliunder. Happily, wc did not part our 
cables, of which w*c were in conftant apprehenfion, 
know'ing the ground to be foul. Finding the ffiip 
laboured much, wc lowered all the main and fore-yards, 
let go our fmall bower, veered a cable and a half on 
the beft bower, and having bent the ftiect cable, ftood 
by the anchor all the reft of the day. On the 31ft, 
about one o’clock, A. M. the weather, though fome- 
w'hac moderate, continued till midnight to be dark 
rainy, and tc-mpenuoiis, when foon after the wind 
changed to the S. W. 

On Monday the ifl of April, we had foft and mo¬ 
derate gales; yet ftill the weatlier contimicd thick, 
attended with heavy rain. At eight o'clock, A. m! 
we weighed our beft bower, and found the cable much 
3 ^ ^vounded 
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wounded in fcveral places, which w'c thought a great 
misfortune, it being a fine new cable that had never 
been wet before. On the 3d, an officer was fent trom 
each fhip in the Tamar’s boat, in qucfl of anchoring 
places on the fouth fliore; and at the fame time an 
officer was fent in our Commodore's cutter, to explore 
the north fiiore. On the 4th, the cutter returned, with 
an account of having found a proper anchoring [Mace 
to the weft of the north lliore. The commanding 
officer had met with a party of Indians, whofc canoe 
was of a conftrudtion not obferved before, being ^^m- 
pofed of planks fewed together. Thefe Indians had 
no other covering than a piece of fcal-fkin throw n over 
their Ihoulders. Their food, of the mofi: indelicate kind, 
was eaten raw'. One of them tore a piece of lx inking 
whale’s blubber with his teeth, and then gave it his 
companions, w ho followed his example. One 5"ele 
Indians, obferving a failor allcep, cut off ™ hinder 
part of his jacket with a lliarp flint. About eight 
o’clock, A. M. wc got under fail, and at fix in the 
evening anchored in the bay, on the fouthern Ihore 
which had been difeovered, propofing to take in wood 
and w'atcr. While we lay here, feveral of the natives 
made a fire oppolite to the fhip; on which w'C invited 
them to come on board, by all the figns we could de- 
vife; but as they would not comply, the Commodore 
went on il,iorc irr the jolly-boat, and made them pre- 
fents of fevei-al trifles, which much plcafed them. He 
likewife difiributed fomc bifeuits among them, and was 
furprized to remark, that if one fell to the ground, not a 
ilngle individual would offer to take it up w ithout his 
permiffion. In the mean time fomc of the failors being 
employed in cutting grafs for the few remaining fliecp we 
had onboard, the Indians inftantly rantothciraniliance, 
and, tearing up the grafs in laige quantities, fooi) filled 
the boat. We were much delighted with this token ot 
their good w ill, and wc faw they were pleafed with the 
pleafiu'c the Commodore had cxprelTed on the occalion. 
When he returned to the fhip, they followed him in 
their canoe, till they came near the Dolphin, at which 
they gazed with the mofli profound aftonifhment. rour 
of tlicm were at length prevailed on to venture on 
^oard ; and the Commodore, with a view' to their di- 
verfion, defired one of our midfhipmen to play on the 
violin, while fomc of the fcamen danced. 1 he poor 
Indians were extravagantly delighted; and one of them, 
ro teftify his gratitude, took to his canoe, and fetching 
fomc red paint, rubbed it all over the face of the 
mulician; nor could the Commodore, but with the 
utmoft difficulty, efcape the like compliment. When 
they had been diverted fomc hours, it was hinted to 
them, that they fliould go on fhore, which they at 
length did, though with the utmoll relu(ilance. 

On Sunday the 7th, at fix o’clock, A. M. w;e weighed, 
and got under fail, w'ith the wind at E. S. E. At this 
fortunate change of weather joy appeared in every poun- 
tenance, and never were people in higher fpirits, 1 or 
fix weeks wc had been beating to windward, having 
been fcveral times driven back, and narrowly efcaped 
the greateft dangers: but we now flattered ourfelves, 
that we fhould fhortly arrive in the Pacific Ocean, the 
ultimate end of our wifhes ; but at eleven o’clock the 
wind ceafed, and the current drove us two leagues. Cape 
Upright hearings. E. five leagues, on which we came 
to with the Itrcam anchor, in 110 fathoms water. At 
four o’clock, P. M. the boat belonging to the Tamar, 
which had, as we mentioned, been fent out fome time 
before returned from the weftward, having been to the 
fouthward of Cape Defiada, on the fouth fhore, and 
found many convenient places for anchorage; but the 
people in the boat were much fatigued by their long 
and laborious rowing. On the 8th, at tw^o o’clock, 
A. M. w’e fet fail, with the wind at W. by N. and at 
eleven came to an anchor in a very good bay, between 
Cape Upright, and Cape Pillar. In this bay we found 
pleW of excellent fifli not much unlike our trout, only 
of a more red caft We here met with good anchorage, 
entirely fccure from any winds from the N. N. W. to 
the S. E. and here you may fail with equal fafety and 
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pleafurc, having from 14 to 20 fathoms muddy ground 
About four in the afternoon, the w'ind came to the S.E 
which gave us high fatisfaclion. We inflantly weighed 
and failed from the bay, in order to proceed to the weft, 
w-ard. On Handing out wc faw' the Tamar at anebr* 
in Tuefday Bay, w'hich lies on the fouth fhore; but the 
wind fuddenly veering round from the S. S. H. to the 
S. W. in a very heavy fquall, attended with rain, obliged 
us to carry fail to get to an anchor in that bay; 
the night approaching fafi, the Tamar kept burning 
falfe fires, to diredl us into it: but in ordei* to cntc^ 

we were obliged to make feveral tacks under clofe reefed 

top-fails, in very great difordcr, having rocks on each 
fide: however we at lafl: came to an anchor, with the 
fmall bower,in 12 fathoms; but the wind blew fo llron^ 
it was fome time before we could get our fails handed, 
Tuefday Bay is by far the fineft wc faw in thefe 
ftraits. It is capable of containing a number of laigc 
fhips, which may ride in the greatell fecurity, with good 
ground, at not more than 25 fathorns water, free irom 
rocks and lands. Into this bay Sir John Narborough 
recommends all fliips to anchor, that arc bound to tiw 
wefiward. Indeed we found no difficulty in being fup. 
plied with good wood and water, and with excellent 
fifh in large quantities. Along the fidcs of the rocks 
are beautiful cafeades of water, with which the calb 
may be filled with the greatefl convenience. On the 
9th, at fix o’clock, A. M. we weighed, leaving this fine 
bay, and failing to the W. N. W. We pafled Cape 
Pillar on the fouth fliOre, with a fine gale fiom the 
S. E. where the firaits arc about nine leagues oyer. Ac 
ten, having now no occafion to be continually Ibunding, 
for fear of flioals and funken rocks, we got our long 
boat, yawl, and fix oared cutter under the hall deck; 
with lire 12 oared cutter under the booms; and fecured 
the hatches, bulk heads of the quarter deck, and forc^ 
callle. At four in the afternoon wc reached the ex¬ 
tremity of the ftraits, where the diftance from Cape 
Viiftoryonthe north-ffiore, to Cape Defiada on the fouth 
fliore, is 12 leagues, bearing from each other about 
N. and S. The whole length of the Straits of Ma¬ 
gellan, in which we had been detained, chiefly by con- 
tniry winds, from the 17 th ofFebruary' to the 9,th of April, 
is from Cape Virgin Mary to Cape Defiada, with ever)' 
reach and turning, no more than about 116 leagues. 
We w ere now to leave the cold climate, and the tem- 
peftuous fcas of tins fouthern latitude, juft after cite 
tune of the autumnal equinox, w ith the dreadful hur¬ 
ricanes that muft unavoidably attend the approach 
winter, and to fteer joyfully to the northward, wariix 
with the hopes of meeting w'ith calmer fcas, and niuaff 
climates. But notwithftanding the difficulties^ 
fufterings we experienced in palTing the ftraits 
gellan, when the weather we met with was beyond 
defeription dreadful, yet the Commodore prefers s 
paflage to going round Cape Horn, which 


doubled, and he recommends it to future navigatorsj 


beat the caftern entrance of the ftrait in the 
December, at which time he thinks even a fleet ot 
might navigate it fafely in about ^bree weeks. ^ 
juftly obferves, that the facility w ith which 
water are to be obtained, the vaft plenty 
and the abundance of fiffi, w hich may be almolt 
where procured, are advantages highly in fawroi 
paflage. On our entering the Pacific Ocean, 
tbund a great fwell running from the- S. W. 

On Friday the 20th, we deferied the ifland 0 ^ ‘ ^ 
Fucro to the wefiward. The Commodore El¬ 

more advifeablc to touch here, than at the m ^ 
Juan P'ernand^; it being rather more fecure i ^ ^ 
latter, from any difcovcries which the Spaniards 
make of our dcligns; in confcqueiicc of wliic 
voyage, and all farther difcovcries rnighc bj' 
prevented. Mafa Fuero.lics in the latitude 
28 min. S. and in 84 deg. 27 min. W. longitti 
London- On the 27th, we had a diftant view 
ifland, the land of which rifes to a great 
cutter was fent afhore to find a place fucc^s» 
but returned at four in the afternoon withou 
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r^'caueht a great number of They had no found- 

^ too fathoms line. On the 28th. however, we 

to an anchor on the caft-fide of the ifland, in 24 
TTn^. water, at which time the e.vtremities of the 
Sd appeared on theS.andN.W. Thetopsofthe 
^untains arc not always to befeen they beingm fome 
covered with clouds, which hang hovering over 
tW and the air on their tops being feldom clear. At 
Xven in tlie morning we lent out our boat, with an 
officer, to find out a convenient place to wood and water 

in on fliore. „ , . . i i 

The furface of this ifland IS very irregular; but the 
valleys have a beautiful verdure, and their fides are full 
of trees from the top to the bottom. At a great dif- 
tance indeed thofe beauties are not vifible, but when 
within a mile or thereabouts, they form a mod delight¬ 
ful profpea. The goats, which wc faw in great num¬ 
bers, were fo fhy, that we found it dithcult to get near 
them, ef{)ccially within the difrance of a mufquec (hot; 
however, we made a fliift to kill fome, and we thought 
them to be excellent food, particularly the kids. We 
obferved a remarkable circumftance, with refped: to 
two of them which we foot, they having had their ears 
flit when young. It is probable, that the men who 
were fent on board the Tryal Sloop by lord Anfon, 
to e.\aminc iiico tlic Hate of rhis ifland, had more ferious 
employment titan that of flitting the ears of the goats; 
and it appears much more probable, that fome foUtary 
Selkirk had dwelt here, who, like his namefake, at Juan 
Fernandes, when he caught more than he wanted, 
jnarked, and let them go. However, during our Itay at 
this place, we faw no traces of any human being. 
Round die fouth-fide of the fiiore we found a red eartn, 
impregnated with large veins <jf a gold colour. The 
lliores are every where very flecp, and near them you 
cannot find lefs than from 24 to 50 fathoms. We found 
it everywhere difficult to get on fliore, it bfcing full Ui 
rocks and large flones, with a very great furf. Rouna 
the ifland we met with great quantities of fifo, fuch as 
cavalies, bream, maids, ajnd congers of a particular 
kind: w'ith a Angular fort of fifo called chimney- 
fweepers, fomewhat like, our carp, only larger. There 
is another fpccies of valuable fifo which we called cod. 
Iiisnot exa<flly-like our cod in fliape, but the tafte is 
equally agreeable. We likewife found a great number 
ot cray-fiih, w'hkh were fo large as to weigh eight or 
ten pounds-each. We faw a multitude of Iharks, one 
ot which was near carrying off one of our men. As 
the great [well would not permit the boat to approach 
thelhore, he was fwimming a caik to it; but the failor 
who was always left to take care of the boat, faw the 
fhark within a few yards of his companion, juft ready 
to feizeupon him, and called to him to haften afoore, 
whieh, through his great fright, he could hardly reach. 
The boat-keeper having the boat-hook in his hand, 
ftruck at the foark wdth great force, but without any 
viiiblc efted. The dog-fifo we met with here arc very 
a^d deftroy abundance of the fmalier fort 
f ” u obliged us to haul in our lines, 

or when near, no other fifo are to be*found. Befides 
tnele.th^iore is generally crouded with feals, andTea- 
appear to have the leaft 
1 ctnblance of a dog, or any other animal, ^nd there- 
ore It IS difficult to determine the derivation of its 
me. Ic has a roundifo body, and inftead of fcales, 
rough Ikin ufed by joiners and 
hir polifhing wood, generally known 

cfalr Its back is of a brownifo afo- 

tlwn belly is commonly white, and fmoocher 

a Hru w body. The eyes are covered with 

douhi ^ ^'’'^^branc, and the mouth armed with a 
bas two fins on the back, with 
its before them. It brings forth 

injr Lnever very large, feldom weigh- 
frmblanr pounds. The fea-lion has fome re- 

thefc ^ but is of a much larger lize, f6r 

in lencrtj ''iben-foll grown, are from 12 to 20 feet 
round. The head is 
the body, and terminates in a 
^ch jaw they have a row of large pointed 


teeth, two thirds of wfoich are in fockets: but the others, 

w'irhout them, are moft folid, and ftand out of the 
rnouth. They have fmall eyes and ears, with whiilvcrs 
like a cat, and fmall noftrils, which are the only part 
deftitute of hair. The males arc diftinguiflied by 
having a large fnout or trunk, hanging five or fix inches 
below the end of the upper jaw, which the females have 
not. The flvin of the fca-lion is covered with a fliort 
light dun coloured hair, but his fins and tail, which 
wfoen on foore, ferve him for feet, are almoft black; 
the fins or feet arc divided at the ends like toes, but 
are joined by a web, that does not reach to their ex¬ 
tremities, and each toe is fumiflicd with a nail. They 
arc fo extremely far, that on cutting through the fkin, 
which is near an inch in thicknefs, there is at leaft a 
foot of fat before you come to either lean or bones; 
and yet they arc fo full of blood, that if deeply w'oundcd 
in 10 or 12 places, there inftantly gufoes out as many 
fountains of blood, fpouting to a cOiifiderable diftance. 
'fheir flcfo rcfemblcs in tafte that of beef; and their far, 
on being, melted, makes good oil. The males are of a 
much larger fizc than the fenriales, and both of them 
continue at fca all the fummer, and coming afliore at 
the beginning of winter, ftay there during that feafon, 
when they engender, and bring forth their young, 
havingcommonly two at a birth, which they fucklc w'ith 
their milk. On foore they feed on the verdure that 
grows near the w ater: and flecp in herds, in the moft 
miry places they can find, with fome of the males at a 
diftance, who arc fure to alarm them, if any one ap¬ 
proaches, fometimes by fnorting like horfos, and at 
others by grunting like hogs. The males have fre¬ 
quently furious battles about their females. 

'i his ifland is iifually called by the Spaniards, the 
Leffcr Juan Fernandes, it being about 22 leagues to 
the W. by S. of the ifland more frequently called by 
that name : and is termed Mafa-Fucro, from its being 
at a greater difiance from the continent. In his w'ay 
to this place, the Commodore was not far from the fpot, 
where he had endured the extremity of wretchednefs 
24 years before, -when he w'as a midihipman, under 
Captain Cheap, on board the Wager, a frigate of 
28 guns, 01-e of the fquadron w'hich was commanded 
by Commodore Anfon, in his memorable expedition to 
^ the South Sea, and which was wrecked on the fliore of 
an ifland on the coaft of Chiloc. In many rcfpeifts this 
ifland and that of Juan Fernandes rcfemblc each other: 
the fliore of both is flecp, and for the moft part have 
little frdli water; but no fpring w^as here found com¬ 
parable to that of the watering place at the Greater 
Juan Fernandes: they arc both mountainous, and 
adorned with a variety of trees, which witli the different 
bearings of the hills, and the windings of the valleys 
form, even from the fca, the moft rude, and at the fame 
time the moft elegant profpeds. None of the trees of 
the greater Juan Fernandes are large enough for any 
confiderable timber, except the myrtle, the trunks of 
fome of which are of fuch a flze, as to be worked 40 feet 
in length. But the goats of the greater Juan Fer¬ 
nandes are much fewer in number than at Mafa-Fuero ; 
the Spaniards having placed no dogs on the kittcr 
ifland, in order to deftroy them. With refpcil to 
the plenty of excellent fifli, and the number of amphi¬ 
bious animals, as feals and fea-lions, which line the 
lliorcs of both, they pcrfedly refemble each other. In 
Mafa-Fuero are many cafcadcs, or fine falls of w'atcr, 
pouring down its fldes into the fea. But our ftay here 
was fo fliort, and wc were fo feldom on fliore, that we 
had neither leifure nor opportunity to view*this little 
illand, with the accuracy and prccifion that might be 
wilhei and that was abfolutcly ncceflary for taking a 
full view of the delightful fpots which we faw, with the 
confuflon that necelfarily attends a diftant piGfpetft. 
The greateft difadvantage belonging to this ifland is 
that of not having fuch a commodious harbour, as the 
ifland of Juan Fernandes. 

While we wxrc taking in w’atcr for the foips, when¬ 
ever our men found any great furf, they by order of the 
Coriimodorc, fw^am to and fiorn the boats in cork 
jackets; for he would by no means admit of their going 

into 
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into the water without putting them on, he being fully 
fenlible, that when properly fecured on the bo^, the 
perfon who ufes them cannot poffibly fink, or fuffer any 
confiderable inconvenience, if he does but take care to 
keep his head above the furfacc of the water, which 
is caiily done. But thefe jackets afforded no defence 
againli the fliark^, which were often very near the 
fwimmers, and would dart even into the very furfto feizc 
them: our people however providentially efcaped them. 
One of thefe voracious fifli feized a large feal clofc to 
one of the watering boats, and devoured it in an in- 
ftant; and the Commodore faw another do the fame, 
clofe to the ffern of the Blip. The following little 
advcntiire alfo took place while we lay off this ifland. 
The gunner and one of the fcamen, who were with 
others, on Ihore for water, were left behind all night, 
being afraid to venture in the boat, as the fca ran high. 
The commodore being informed of this circumflance, 
fent them word, that as blowing weather might be 
cxpeded,the fliip might be driven from her moorings 
in the night; in which cafe they w ould infallibly be left 
behind. This meffage being delivered, the gunner 
fwam to the boat; but the failor faying, he had rather 
die a natural death than be drowned, refufed to make 
the attempt: and taking a melancholy farewell of his 
companions, rcfolved to abide his fate; w'hen juft as the 
boat was going to put off, a midfliipman took the end 
of a rope in his hand, and fwam on ftiore, where he 
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remonftrated wdth the difconfolate tar on the f i n, 
refolution he had taken, till having an opportunist ^ 
throwing the rope, in w^hich was a running knnr J 
his body, he called to the boats crew to haul 
who inftantly dragged him through the furfinm^"’ 
boat: he had, however, fwallowed fo much water th 
he appeared to be dead ; but by holding him upbyth^ 
heels, he was foon recovered; and on the day folio 
ing was pcrfedly well. 

Having taken in as much wood and water as th 
weather would permit, the furf fometimes fwellinjr ^ 
fuch a manner, as to prevent our boats coming 
the Ihore, wc thought of leaving the ifland; but before 
our departure, in the evening of the 29th, the Com 
modore removed Captain Mouat from the Tamar, and 
appointed him Captain of the Dolphin, all flag-officers 
having a commander under them. This occafioned 
fevcral other changes. Mr. Cumming, our firft lieu- 
tenant, was appointed Captain of the Tamar, and we 
received in his room Mr. Carteret, her firft lieutenant. 
The Commodore alfo gave Mr. Kendal, one of the 
mates of the Dolphin, a commiflion as fecond lieute¬ 
nant of the Tamar. After thefe promotions, on the 
30th, we weighed, and ftcered along the E. and N. E. 
fide of the ifland, but could find no anchoring place; 
we bore away therefore, with a frefh breeze at S. E. and 
at noon the center of the ifland was diftant eight leagues 
in the diredfion of S. S. E. 
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CHAP. III. 

Dolphin and Tamar continue their courfe from the Ijland of Mafa^Fuero veefi-ward—Arrive off certain kojitiful JJknds^ 
which are named the ^ Ijlands of Difappointment, becaufe m places of anchorage could be fouitd—The natives of thefe 
Ijlands deferibed—King George*s IjJands difcovered—Another Inland is feen, and called the Prince of Wales*s Ifland^A 
defer iption of thefe ijlands>—Alfo a particular account of the inhabitants y and of feveral incidents that happened while the 
ffips ivere exploring them—The Ijland of Danger paffed—The Duke of Fork Ijland dif covered—Anolhernew ijlandfoundy 
which receives the name of Byron*s Ijland—The perfons and behaviour of the Indians deferibed. 


O N the firft of May, being Wednefday, w'e con¬ 
tinued to ftcer N. by W. but on the 2nd, at 
noon, we altered our courfc, and fteered due w’eft, with 
the view of falling in with an ifland, which is laid down 
in the charts by tne name of Davis’s Land, in latitude 
27 deg. 30 min. S. but on Thurfday the 9th, the Com¬ 
modore laid afidc his delign, being in latitude 26 deg, 
46 min. S. and in 94 deg. 45 min. W. longitude; and, 
having a great run to make, he determined to fteer a 
N. W. courfe, till he Ihould fall in with a true trade 
w ind, and then to fearch for Solomon’s I (lands ; but the 
difeovery of both thefe fpots of land was referved for 
a future navigator; for the Commodore, in eroding the 
fouthern ocean, miffed of the iflands, which have fince 
been named the Society Iflcs ; and about the fame dif- 
tance to the fouthward of the Marquefas, difeovered 
by Mendana, a Spaniard, in the year 1597, and after¬ 
wards explored by Captain Cook. We had hitherto 
enjoyed a continued feries of fine weather; but the 
nearer we approached the line, the crew began to 
fall down with the feurvy very faft, and every day, to 
the end of this month, brought with it an increafe of 
that dreadful difordcr. On the loth, and following 
day, we faw feveral dolphins and bonettas round the 
fliip, and obferved a few birds which had a fliort beak, 
all their bodies being white, except the back, and the 
upper part of their wings. On the 14th, in latitude 
24 deg, 30 min. S. and in 97 deg. 45 min. W. longi¬ 
tude, wc faw more of thefe birds, and fcvcral gram- 
pufes, from whence imagining wc might approach 
towaal fomc land, we kept a good look out, but found 
our expectations difappointed. 

On Thurfday the 16th, two remarkable birds, as large 
as geefe, with white bodies, and black legs, were ob¬ 
ferved flying very high, from w'hencc it was conjedured 
that wc had paifed fomc main-land, or iflands, to the 
fouthward of us; for the laft night we obferved, that. 


|iotwith(landing w'c had a great fwell from that quarter, 
yet the water became quite fmooth for a few hours, 
after which the fw^ell returned. On Wedflefday the 
22nd, being in latitude 20 deg.- 52 min. S. and in 
115 deg. 38 min. W. the fwell from the fouthward 
was fo great, that we expeded every minute, to fee our 
mafts roll over the fliip’s fide ; to prevent which, and 
to cafe the (hip, w'e hauled more to the northward. 
This day we caught, for the firft time, two bonettas, 
and were vifited by fome tropic birds, larger than any 
we had feen before. Their whole plumage was white, 
and they had in each of their tails two long feathers. 

On Sunday the 26th, we were in latitude 16 deg. 
55 min. S. and in 127 deg. 55 min. W. longitude, 
when we faw two large birds about the fliip, all black, 
except their necks and beaks. The feathers of their 
wings and tails w'erc long, yet they flew very heavily. 

We fuppofed them, from this laft circumftancc, to be 

a fpecics that did not fly far from the fliore. We had 
imagined, that before we had run fix degrees to the 
northward of Mafa-Fuero, we fhould have been favoured 
with a fettled trade wind to the S. E. but the winds 
ftill continued to the north, though we had a moun¬ 
tainous fwell from the S. W. On the 28ch, two oth<^ 
birds, one black and white, and the other brown and 
white, would have fettled on the yards, but were in¬ 
timidated by the working of the fhip. On the jiffi 
our people began to fall down with the feurvy very 
which made us wifh for land. At length, after a pallagc 
of 31 days, 

On Friday the 7th of June, at one o’clock, 
the Tamar made the flgnal of feeing land ; on whi^ 
we brought to till day light; and in the mean time 
flattered ourftlves with the pleafing hopes of getting 
fomc. kinds of refrefliments, of which we fttwd 
great need, efpecially for thofe who were 
W'c knew, that the irfands, which arc fituated vvitni 
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“ Z„recs of the line, are frequently well Iforcd 

twenty ° Soon after day-break, we had 

theplc^“'-<:°f'"“"S a '>?"■ ifland covered with 

r fnl trees and on failing to the leeward, \ic w ere 
d with fmell of tSe fineft fruits. I'he ,x>or 
'■‘'8“^ ,^ho were able to crawl upon deck, Hood 
on this little paradife, which however nature 
fd forbidden them to enter, with fenfations which 
" nnr cafilv be conceived. They faw cocoa-nuts in 
aSundance, the milk of which is perhaps the moft 
* icrful antifcorbutic in the world; and to mcreafe 
fheir mortification, they faw the fliells of many turtles 
lettered about the ihorc. Thefe refrefhments, for 
rant of which they were languifhing to death, were as 
ellcfbially beyond their reach, as if there had been halt 
the circumference of the globe between them; for an 
officer having been quite round the ifland, reported, 
that no bottom could be found, within Icfs than a cable’s 
length from the (liorc, which was furrounded, clofe to 
the beach with a ilcep coral rock ; and that, at the dif- 
tance of three quarters of a mile from the fliore, no 
foundings could be had with 140 fathom of line. Bc- 
fidcs, had wc at one place cart anchor in 45 fathoms, the 
furf upon the Ihorc was fo great, that the fhip would 
have been in great danger of being branded. This 
ifland lies in the latitude of 14 deg. 5 min. S. and 
in 145 deg. 4 min. W. longitude from London. It 
extends 12 miles in length; and in the body of the 
ifland is a good deal of water, which was, we apprehend, 
waflied over the banks, as Tome of them appeared to 
have been broken. We foon perceived it was inhabited, 
forwc fliw numbers of Indians upon the beach, with 
fpcars in their hands, that were at lead 16 feet long. 
They ran along the fhore, abreaft of the fhips, dancing, 
hallooing, and (houting in the moft hideous manner. 
'They frequently brandifticd their long fpears, and then 
threw thcmfelves backwards, and lay a few minutes 
raotionlcfs, as if they had been dead ; doubtlcfs mean¬ 
ing to flgnify thereby, that they would kill whoever 
lliould prefume to go on ftiorc. Notwithftanding vari¬ 
ous figns of amity and good will were made them by 
our people in the boat, nothing could abate their hoftile 
difpolicion. They made in their turn figns for us to 
be gone; and always took care, as the boat failed along 
the Ihorc, to move in the fame direction, and acconv 
pany it; and though the men faw fome turtle at a dif- 
lancc, they could get at none, as thofe Indians ftill kept 
oppofitc Co them. The failors were eager to fire on the 
brave defenders of their native foil, but their officers 
withheld them from fuch a wanton aeft of cruelty; and 
as no anchorage could be found, the Commodore 
thought it moft advifeable to fteer to the adjacent 
ifland. Thefe Indians arc of a very black complexion, 
with well proportioned limbs, and feemed to be ex¬ 
tremely adivc,and ficet of foot to an aftonifliing degree. 
Their women, who were on’y to be diftinguifiicd by 
their bofoms, had fomething twilled round their waifts, 
and hanging down from thence, to hide what nature 
taught them to conceal, as had alfo the men ; and this 
Was their only cloathing. They altogether amounted 
.to about 50 in number; and to the S. W. vve could 
perceive their huts, under the lhade of the moft lovely 
g^oyc we ever faw. While failing along Ihore, wc took 
j^oticc, that in one place the natives had fixed upright 
JJt the find two fpcars, to tl-fc top of which they had 
a tened fevcral things that fluttered in the air, and that 
omc of them were every moment kneeling down before 
vTw’ ^ fuppofed, invoking affillance of fomc in- 
X ^ being to defend them againft their invaders, 
mong other figns of good will that they could devife, 
r men threw them bread, and many other things, 
bur^.’vouchfafed fo much as to touch, 
wW 'k expedition hauled five or fix large canoes, 

thi!^ on the beach, up into a wood. When 

to w 't^k r waded into the water, and feemed 

tKai-^k ^ opportunity of laying hold of the boat, 

fecond the boats having reported a 

aKn.,/ anchoring ground could be found 

at fix o'clock, P. M. 


uiv.lcr the lec of the other ifland, which lay to the 
wellward of the former, and fent out our cutter to 
lound for a place to anchor in. We now oblervcd 
fcveral other low iflands, or rather pcninfulas, moft of 
them being joined one to the other by a neck of landj 
very narrow, and almoft level with the furface of the 
water, which breaks high over it. Here, to our great 
dilappointment, no rcfrcflimcnts could be procured, 
owing to the inacccffible nature of the coaft ; and wg 
faw a much greater number of Indians furrounding the 
fiiore, who, with fpcars of equal length, followed us 
in like manner, fcveral hundreds of them running about 
the coaft in great diforder;. and at the fame time we 
beheld the ifland covered with a prodigious number 
of cocoa-nut, plantain, and tamarind trees. Having 
waited fome time with great impatience for the return 
of our cutter, we fired a gun, as a iignal for our men to 
come on board, which terribly alarmed the Indians, 
who feemed to confult among thcmfelves what meafures 
it would be moft prudent for them to take. They kept 
abreaft of the boats, as they went founding along the 
fhore, and ufed many threatening geftures, to deter 
them from landing. Their canoes they dragged into 
the woods, and at ihc fame time the women caime with 
great ftoncs in their hands, to affift the men in pre¬ 
venting, w hat they doubtlcfs thought to be, our hoftile 
intentions. 'Hic cutter returned near noon, bringing 
much the fiimc account of this as of the other illand, 
there being no foundings at a cable's length from the 
fliorc, with a line of 100 fathoms. This gave us in- 
cxprcfiiblc concern, as we had now 30 lick on board, 
to whom the land air, the fruit and vegetables, that ap¬ 
peared fo beautiful and attradive, would have aiToried 
Immediate relief and returning health. Finding it im- 
pofiible to obtain thofe tempting refreftiments which 
hung full in our view, wc quitted, with longing eyes, 
this paradife in appearance, to which the name was 
with propriety given of the Iflands of Difappointment. 
Continuing our courfeto the we ft ward, on the 9th wc 
faw land again, at the diftance of feven leagues, 
W. S. W. At feven o’clock, P. M. wc brought to for 
the night. In the morning of the loth, being within 
three miles of the fhore, we found it to be a long low 
ifland, with a white beach of a plcafant appearance, 
covered with cocoa-nut and other trees, and furrounded 
with a rock of red coral. We flood along the N. E. 
fide, within half a mile of the fhore, and the natives, on 
feeing us, made great fires, and ran along the beach, 
abreaft of the lliips in great numbers, armed like the 
natives of the iflands wc had lafl vifited, and like them, 
they appeared to be a robaft and fierce race of men. 
Over the land we could difeern a large lake of fair- 
water, which appeared to be two or three leagues wide, 
and to reach within a final 1 diftance of the oppofite 
fliore. Into this lake wc obferved a fmall inlet, about a 
league from the S. W. jxiint, where is a little town 
feated under the lhade of a fine grove of cocoa-nut- 
trecs. The Commodore immediately fent oil' the 
boats to found; but they could find no anchorage, the 
fiiore being every where perpendicular as a wall, ex¬ 
cept at the mouth of the inlet. We flood clofc in with 
the fhore, and faw hundreds of the natives ranged in 
good order, and fianding up to their waifts in water; 
they were all armed, like thofe wc had fecn in the other 
iflands, and one of them carried a piece of mat, faftened 
to the top of a pole, which we imagined was an enfign. 
They made a loud and inccflant noife; anJ in a little 
time, many large canoes came down to the boats, but 
with no friendly intentions, for we foon perceived their 
main defign. was to haul our boats on fhore. One of 
them went into the Tamar’s boat, and with the greateft 
adroitnefs feized a feaman’s jacket, and jumping over¬ 
board with it, never once appeared above water, till 
he was clofc in fhore among his companions: another 
got hold of a midfliipman’s hat, but not knowing how 
to take it off. he pulled it downwards, inftead of liftinp 
it up; fo that the owner had time to prevent his 
taking it away. Our feamen bore thefe infults with 
much patience, as tranfgrcfnons of the Ample children 
of nature. 
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Finding about noon, that there was no anchorage 
here, we Itecrcd along the Ihorc to the weftermort point 
of the ifland, and when we came to it we faw another 
illand, bearing S. W. by W. at about four leagues dif- 
tance. We were now about one league beyond the 
inlet, where we-had left the natives; but they were 
not contented with our having quietly left them; 
for Mc now obferved two large double canoes failing 
after the fliip, with about 30 men in each, all armed 
after the manner of their country. The boats were a 
good \s ay to leeward of us; and the canoes palling be¬ 
tween the Ihip and the Ihorc, feemed to chace them 
with great refolution. Upon this the Commodore 
made a lignal for the boats to fpeak with the canoes, 
which they no fooncr perceived, than they turned 
towards the Indians, who being inftantly feized with a 
fudden panic, hauled dow n their fails, and paddled away 
at a furprizing rate. I'he boats, however, came up 
with them; but notwithftanding the dreadful furf that 
broke upon the Ihorc, the canoes pufhed through it, 
and were inftantly hauled upon the beach. Our boats 
f. llowed them, when the natives, dreading an invafton 
of their country, prepared to defend it with javalins, 
clubs, and floncs : upon feeing this our men fired, and 
killed two or three of them ; one of whom who ftood 
clofe 10 the boats, received three balls, which pafled 
quite through his body ; yet he afterw ards took up a large 
ftone, and died in the adion of throwing it. The 
Indians carried oft' the reft of their dead, except this 
one man, and made the beft of their way back to their 
companions at the inlet. The boats then returned, 
and brought off the two canoes they had purfued. One 
of them w as 32 feet long, and the other fomew hat lefs: 
both w ere of a very curious conflrudion, and rauft have 
been formed with prodigious labour. They confifted 
of planks exceedingly well wrought, and in many places 
adorned w ith carving; thefe planks were fewed together, 
and over every feam there was a flip of tortoifefhell, veiy 
ingeniouny faftened to keep out the weather. Their 
bottoms were as ftiaip as a wedge; and the boats being 
very narrow, two of them were joined laterally together 
by a couple offtrong fpars, fo that there was a fpace of 
about eight feet between them. A maft was hoifted in 
each, and afail wasfpread between themafts: this fail was 
made of matting, and remarkable for the neatnefs of its 
w orkmanfliip. Their paddles alfo are very curious, and 
their cordage as good, and as well made as any in 
England, though it appeared to be made only of the 
outer covering of the cocoa-nut. When thefe veffcls 
fail, fcveral men fit on the fpars which hold the canoes 
together. The furf which broke high upon the fhore, 
rendering it impoflible to procure refrefliments for the 
fick, in this part of the ifland, w e returned back to the 
inlet, in order to try what more could be done there; 
but the boats being fent to found the inlet again, re¬ 
turned, and confirmed their former account, that it 
afforded no anchorage for a fhip. While the boats 
w-cre* abfent, a great number of the natives were feen 
upon the fpot where we had left them in the morning, 
who feemed very bufy in loading and manning fomc 
canoes which lay clofe to the beach. The Commodore, 
thinking they might be troublefome, and being unwill¬ 
ing to have recourfe to the fanguinary means which had 
before been ufed, fired a ftiot over their heads, which 
produced the intended efl'ecft, Tor they inftantly dif- 
uerfed. Juft before the clofe of the evening, our boats 
landed, and brought ofFafew cocoa-nuts, but faw' none 
of the inhabitants. 

On Tuefday cite nth, in the morning, the Com- 
.modorc, with all thp men who were ill of the feurvy, 
and capable of doing it, went on fhore, where they con¬ 
tinued the w hole day. The houfes were totally defcrtcd, 
except by the dogs, who howled incellantly, from the 
time we came on ftiorc, till we returned to the Ihip. 
The wigwams were low mean ftruifturcs, thatched with 
the leaves ot cocoa-nut trees; but they were delight¬ 
fully iituated in a fine grove of ftatcly trees ; many of 
which wetc fuch as we were entirely unacquainted with. 
I'hc Ihorc was covered with coral, and Ihclls of very 
pearl oyllcrs, and the Commodore firmly believed, 


that as.profitable a pearl fifticry might be eftabliflicd here 

as any in the world. In one of the huts w'as found the 
carved head of a rudder, which had evidently belonged 
to a Dutch long-boat. It was very old and 
eaten. A piece of hammered iron, a piece of braG, and 
fome fmall iron tools, were alfo found, all w hich had 
moft probably been obtained from the fame fliip 
which the boat belonged. The inhabitants of thefe 
iflands were not over-burdened with cloathing: the 
men we faw were naked, but the women had a piece of 
cloth of fomc kind hanging from the waift as low as the 
knee. I'hc cocoa-nut tree feems to furnifli them with, 
all the nccclliirics of life, particularly food, fails, cordage, 
timber, and veflelsto hold water. Clofe to theirhoiScs 
we difeovered buildings of another kind, which ap. 
peared to be burying-places. They were fituatcd under 
lofty trees that gave a thick gloomy ftiade: the fidcs 
and tops were of ftone, and they fomewhat rcfemblcd 
in their figure, the fquare tombs with a flat top in our 
country church-yards. Near thefe buildings we found 
many neat boxes, full of human bones; and upon the 
branches of the trees that ftiadcd them, hung a gicat 
number of heads and bones of turtles, and a variety of 
other fifti, inclofcd with a kind of balkct-work of 
reeds. We here faw no venomous creature; but the 
mufquetoes covered us from head to foot, and infcflcd 
not only the boat, but the’ ftiip, being an intolerable 
tomrent. 'V^^c obferved a great number of parrots, 
and parroquets, with a variety of other birds, altogether 
unknown to us. We faw alfo a beautiful kind of doves, 
fo tame, that fome of them frequently came clofe to us, 
and followed us into the Indian huts. The frefh water 
here is good but rather fcarcc: the wells that fupply 
the natives being fo fmall, that when two or three 
cocoa-nut ftiells have -been filled from them, they arc 
dry for a few minutes; but as they prefently fill again, 
if a little pains were taken to enlarge them, they ^\ouid 
abundantly fupply any fliip with water. We obtained 
cocoa-nuts and fcurvy-grals in great quantities, which 
w ere moft ineftimable acquifitions, as by this time there 
was not a man on board who.was wholly untouched with 
the feurvey. All this day the natives kept themfelyes 
tlofely concealed, and did not even make a finokc 
upon any part of the ifland, as far as we could fee. 
In the evening W'c all returned on board, highly plealed 
with this day’s amufement and work. This ifland lies 
about 67 leagues from the iflands of Difappointirent, 
in the diredtion of W. half S. and in the latitudcol 
14 deg. 29 min. S. longitude 148 deg. 50 min. vV. 
The inhabitants feem to have fome notions of religion, 
as we faw* a place, which we concluded to be appro¬ 
priated to their manner of vvorfliip. A rude, but very 
agreeable avenue opened to a fpacious area, in 'vhicn 
was one of the largcft and moft Ipreading cocoas we 
faw in the place; before which were fcveral large (tones, 
probably altars; and from the tree hung the figure ol a 
dog adorned with feathers. , 

On Wednefday the 12th, we vifited another 1 llano 
which had been feen to the wcftvvard; and ftcen 
S. W. by W. clofe along the N. E. fide of it, ^ 
about fix or feven leagues long. This ifland w 
much the fame appearance as the other, having a a o 
fait lake in the middle of it. The fhip no fooner c 
in light, tlwn the native-s repaired in great , 

the beach, armed in the fame manner as thole airc^; 
deferibed, but not of fuch boiftcrous manners, 
boats founded as ufual along the fhore, but ha 
orders not to moleft the Indians, except 
abfolutely neceflary in their own defence; but 
contmry, to ufe every gentle method in order to 
their confidence and good will. They rowc ^ ^ 

the fhore as they durft for the furf; 
of their w'anting water, the Indians rcadfly 
them, and direded them to run down farther aion« ^ 
fLore, which they did, till they came abreaft ot 1 
clufter of houfes, as we had juft left upon tn ^ 
ifland. I'he Indians followed them thither, ^ 
there joined by many others. The boats ^ jjjc 
hauled clofe into the furf, and we brought to w ^ 
= fliips, at a little diftance from the fliore; upon w 
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flout old man, with a long white beard, came down 

from the hoiifes to the beach, attended by a young 
\an and appeared to have the authority of a chief or 
* On his making a hgnal, the reft of the Indians 
retired to a fmall diftance, and he then advanced to 
the water’s edge, holding in one hand the green branch 
of a tree, and”in the other grafping his beard, which 
he prefled to his bofom. In this attitude he made a 
long fpeech, or rather fong, for it had an agreeable 
cadence. We were forry that we could not underftand 
him, but to ftiew our good will, while he was fpcak- 
inr'we threw him fome trifling prefents, which he 
would neither touch himfelf, nor fuffer them to be 
touched by others, till he had done. He then walked 
into the water, and threw to us the green branch; 
after which he rook up the things which had been 
thrown from the boats. Every thing having now a 
friendly appearance, w'c made figns that they Ihould lay 
down their arms ; and moft of them having complied, 
one of the midlhipmen, encouraged by this teftimony 
of confidence and friendfliip, leaped out of the boat 
with his clothes on, and fw am through the furf to the 
fliorc, on which the Indians flocked round him, Tinging 
and dancing as if to exprefs their joy, and began to 
examine his clothes with feeming curiofity; they par¬ 
ticularly fliewed figns of admiration on viewing his 
waiftcoat; upon w hich he took it oif, and prefented 
it to them. This adt of generofity had a difagrceabic 
clfedt; for he had no fooner given away his waiftcoat, 
than one of the Indians untied his cravat, and the next 
moment fnatched it from his neck, and ran aw-ay with 
it. He therefore, to prevent his being ftripped, made 
thebeft of his way back to the boat. Wc were ftill 
however upon good terms, and fevcral of the Indians 
fwam off to us, fome of them bringing a cocoa-nut, and 
others a iittic frefti waiter in a cocoa-nut flicll. We 
endeavoured to obtain from them fome pearls, but we 
could not make ourfclves underftood. Wc Ihould, how¬ 
ever, probably have fuccccdcd better, had an intercourfe 
of any k.nd been cftabliflicd between us; but unluckily 
no anchorage could be found for the lliips. In the lake 
^efaw two very large vefTcls, oneof which had tw'O mafts, 
and fome cordage aloft. To thefe two iflands the Com¬ 
modore give the name of King George’s Iflands, in honour 
of his prefent Majefty. That which wc laft vifited lies in 
latitude r 4dcg. 41 min. S. longitude 149 deg. 15 min. W. 

On Thurfday the 13th, having continued our courfc 
to the weftw ard, about three o'clock, P. M. w'e deferied 
land, bearing S. S. W. diftant fix leagues. We im¬ 
mediately flood for it, and found it to lie E. and W. 
and to be about 60 miles in length. It is diftant from 
I^ing George’s Iflands about 48 leagues, in the direc¬ 
tion of fouth 80 deg. W. fituatcd in the latitude of 
15 deg. S. and the weftermoft end of it in 151 deg. 

ran along the fouth-fidc 
0 It, and the appearance of the country exhibited a 
p ealant green furface; but a dreadful furf breaks upon 
l^'cry part of the fliorc, with foul ground at fome dif- 
at about three leagues arc many rocks and 
1 XT ^ narrow neck of land ninning S. by W. 

^ ^ "umbcr of Indians, and feveral 

parts of the ifland, to 
tS the name of the Prince of Wales’s 

weftern extremity, we fleered north 
titnri j * ^th at noon, obferved in la- 

lonfrin in 156 deg. 23 min. W. 

, niountainous fwcll from the fouthward. 
Were ^°ft, now returned ; and wc 

evenincT '^th vaft flocks of birds, which in the 
theipflight to the fouthward ; from which 
bon • concluded, more land lay in that direc- 

nnr which WC fhould have attempted, 

infun/‘mki u crews in both fliips been 

^j^^m^pcrablc bar tofuch an attempt. On the 17th, 

about the various kinds of birds flew 

fliflant we ‘tippofing therefore land to be not far 
this part of caution, for the iflands in 

bein'T fn^f render navigation very dangerous, 

^ clofe in with them 

‘ . are lecR. Nothing material occurred on 


the f 8th and r9th. 0;i the 20th, we found our latitude 
to be 12 deg. 33 min. S. longitude 167 deg. 47 min. W. 
Ihc prince of Wales’s Ifland, diftant 313 leagues. 

On hriday the 21ft, at fevtn o’clock, A. M. we again 
faw land a-hcad, bearing W. N. W. and diftant about 
eight leagues. It had the appearance of three iflands 
from this point of fight; and the Commodore took them 
for bolomon’s Iflands, fecn by Quiros, in the beginning 
of the 17th century, and very imperfectly defenbed by 
him. But on our nearer approach, we found only a 
fingle ifland, about 12 miles in length, furrounded with 
Ihoals and breakers, on which account it was named the 
Ifland of Danger. The reef of rocks which we fir ft 
faw, when we approached this iflc, lies in latitude 
10 deg. 15 min. S. and in 169 deg. 28 min. W. 
longitude ; and it bears from this reef W. N. W. dif¬ 
tant nine leagues. From the Prince of Wales’s Ifland 
it bears north 76 deg. 48 min. W. diftant nine leagues. 
As you run in with the land, you fee the fands, and 
about feven leagues oftTrom the moft eaftern parts of 
the ifland, lies a ridge of rocks, near a quarter of a mile 
in length, and when abreaft of thefe, the ifland bears 
W. by N. We failed round the north end, and upon 
the N. W. and W. fide faw innumerable rocks and 
flioals, hich flrctched near two leagues into the fca, 
and were extremely dangerous. But as to the ifland 
itfclf, it had a more beautiful and fertile appearance 
than any we had feen before, and, li.kethc reft, abounded 
with people and cocoa-nut trees. The habitations of 
the natives wc faw ftanding in groups all along the 
coaft. At a diftance from this v, e obferved a large 
vclfcl under fail. It was with much regret that we 
could nor fuflicienily examine this place, which wc were 
obliged to leave by rcafon of the rocks and breakers, 
that furrounded it in every direeftion, which rendered 
the hazard attending a minute furv'ey, more than an 
equivalent to every advantage we might procure. 

On Sunday the 23d, having ftill proceeded in our 
courfe to the weftward, at nine o’clock, P. M. the 
Tamar, v ho was a-hcad, fired a gun, and our people 
imagined they faw breakers to the leeward; but we 
were foon convinced, that what had beer, taken for 
breakers, was nothing more than the undulating rc- 
flcilion of the moon, which was going down, and fhone 
faintly from behind a cloud in the horizon. Wc had 
this day exccftivc hard ftiowcrs of rain, on which wc 
feized fuch a favourable opportunity of filling our 
calks with a frcfli fupply of water. This is performed 
on board of fhip, by extending large pieces of canvafs 
in an horizontal policion, hanging them by the corners, 
and placing a cannon ball, or any heavy body in the 
center; by which means the rain running trickling 
down to the middle, pours in a ftream into the calk.s 
placed under. In this manner the Manilla fliips, 
during the long paflages they make through the South 
Seas, reemit their water, from the great lliowers of rain 
which at this feafon of the year fall in thefe latitudes, 
for which purpofe they always carry a great number of 
carthcn-jars with them. On the 24th, we had moderate 
fair weather, and at ten o’clock, A. M. we deferied 
another ifland, bearing S. S. W. diftant about fcveii 
or eight leagues. Wc found it to be low, and covered 
with wood, among whidh, were cocoa-nut trees in great 
abundance. But though the place itfclf has apleafant 
appearance, a dreadful fea breaks upon almoft every 
part of the coaft, and a great deal of foul ground lies 
about it. A large lake is in the middle of this ifland, 
and it is near 30 miles in circumference. It is about 
four leagues in length from E. to W. nearly as much 
in breadth, and lies in latitude 8 deg. 33 min. S. and 
in 178 deg. 16 min. W. longitude from London. Wc 
failed quite round it, and, when on the Icc-flde, fent 
our boats out to found lor an anchoring-placc. They 
returned with the unfavourable news that no foundings 
were to be got near the Ihore. However, having been 
difpatchcd a fecond time to procure fome refrcftiments 
for the lick, they landed with great difficulty, and 
brought olf about 200 cocoa-nuts, which to perfons in 
our circumftanccs, were an incftimable trcafurc. Tliey 
found on fliorc thou lands ol fca-fowl lifting on their 

nefts. 
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ncfts, and lb diverted of fear, that they did not attempt 
to move at the approach of the feamen, but fuftered 
thcmfelvcs to be knocked down, having no apprehen- 
rton of the mifehief that was intended them. The 
ground was covered with land crabs; thefe were the 
only animals we favv. nor did we obferve the leaft fign 
of any inhabitants; and it was fuppofed never before 
to have received the mark of human foot fteps. Ihe 
Commodore was inclined to believe, that this ifland 
was the fame that in the French charts is laid down 
about a degree to the eartward of the great ifland of 
Saint Elizabeth, which is the principal of Solomon’s 
Iflands,but being afterwards convinced of the contrary, 
he named it the Duke of York’s Ifland, in honour of 
his late royal highnefs. 

On Friday the 28th, we gave up all hopes of feeing 
Solomon’s glands, which we had expected to virtt, and 
fliould certa'inly have found, had there been any fuch 
iflands in the latitude in which they are placed in our 
maps. Thcfc iflands are faid to have been difeovered 
by r^erdinand de Quiros, who reprefented them as ex¬ 
ceeding rich and populous j and feveral Spaniards who 
have pretended that they were driven thither by ftrefs of 
weather, have faid, that the natives, with refpecl to their 
behaviour, were much like thofc of the continent of 
America, and that they had ornaments of gold and 
fllvcr ; but though the Spaniards have at different times 
font feveral perfons in fcarch of thcfc iflands, it was 
always without fuccefs: which muft probably proceed, 
cither from the uncertainty of the latitude in which 
they are faid to be found, or the whole being a fidion. 
I'here is indeed good reafon to believe, that there is 
no good authority for laying down Solomon’s Iflands in 
the fituation that is afligned them by the French: the 
only perfon who has pretended to have fecn them, is 
the above mentioned Quiros,and we doubt whether he 
left behind him any account of them, by which they 
might be found by future navigators. However, we 
continued our cqurfe in the track of thefe fuppofed 
iflands, till the 29th, and being then 10 deg. to the 
wertward of their fituation in the chart, without having 
feen any thing of them, we hauled to the northward, 
in order to crofs the line, and afterwards to lhape our 
courfc for the Lad rone Iflands, which though a long 
run, we hoped to accomplifli, before we rtiould be dif- 
trefled for water, notvvithrtanding it now began to fall 
fliort- This day we obferved in latitude 8 d«g. 
13 min. S. and in 176 min. 20 min. E. longitude. 

On Tuefday the 2nd of July, at four o’clock, P. M. 
we difeovered an ifland bearing north, diftant fix leagues. 
VVe flood for it till fun-fet, and then kept off and on 
for the night. In the morning we found it to be a low 
fiat ifland, of a mort delightful afpevlt, full of wood, 
among which the cocoa-nut tree was very confpicuous. 


However, we had the mortirtcation to find much fo » 
ground about it, upon which the fea broke 
threatening furf. We fleered along the S, W. fuJe ] 
it, which we judged to be about four leagues in length 
and foon perceived that it was not only inhabited, buJ 
very populous. Immediately about 60 canoes, or rather 
proas, put oif to the fliips, none of w^hich had fewer 
than three, nor more than fix perfons on board. Theft 
Indians had nothing of that fierce difpofition, which 
had, in many inflances, totally cutoff all friendly in 
tercouifc. After gazing at the fliips for fome rimi^one 
of them fuddenly fprung out of his proa into the fc-a 
and fwam to the Dolphin, then ran up the fidcs like a 
cat. He had no fooncr reached the decks, than litting 
down, he burft into a violent fit of laughter; then 
flarted up, and ran all over the fhip, attempting to deal 
whatever he could lay his hands on; but, being dark 
naked, he was always foiled. A feaman put him on 
a jacket and trowfers, which caufed great diverfion, as 
he difpltiycd all the antics of a monkey. At length he 
leaped over.board, with his new habiliments, and fwam 
back to his proa. The fuccefs of this adventurer en¬ 
couraged feveral others to fwim to the Ihip, and what¬ 
ever they could feize they carried ofl' with aflonifhinir 
agility. Thefe Indians are tall, well-proportioned, and 
clean limbed j their fkin of a bright copper colour; 
their features exceeding regular; and their coun- 
tenanccs cxprcfTing a furprifing mixture of intrepidity 
and checrfulnefs. Their hair is black and long, whick 
fome wore tied up behind in. a great bunch, othersdn 
knots: fome had long beards, fome only whifkers,and 
fome nothing more than a fmall tuft at the point of 
the chin Except their ornaments, they wcrc all (lark 
naked : thefe cpnflflcd of fliclls very prettily difpofed, 
and flrung together, and were worn round their necks, 
wrifts and waifls. All their ears were bored, but no 
ornaments were fecn in them; though as the lobes of 
their ears hung down almoft to their fliouldcrs, it is 
highly probable, that fomething of confidcrable weight 
is at times affixed to them by way of ornament. One 
man in the group appeared to be a perfon of confe- 
quence; he had a firing of human teeth round his 
w'aift, which nothing that was fliewed him could in¬ 
duce him to part with. Some were unarmed, but others 
had a very formidable weapon, confilling of a kind of 
fpear, vciy broad at the end, and fluck full of fliark's 
teeth, which are as fliarp as a lancet at the fidcs, lor 
about three feet of its length. The officers fhewed 
them cocoa-nuts, and made figns that they wanted nioie; 
but inflead of giving any intimation that their country 
furniflicd fuch fruit, they endeavoured to feize upon 
thofc they faw. To this ifland we gave the name of 
Byron’s Ifland. It is fcated in latitude i deg. iS nm 
S. and in 173 deg. 46 min. E. longitude. 


CHAP. IV. 


f 7 >r /ICO Jbips dt'pnn from Bymts Ijhvd^^Crofs the Equinaxial Line—Arrive at Twian--^Anchor in the very fpet 
Lord Anfon lay in the Centurion—A dejeription of that ijlandy with remarkable incidents and Iratifa^ions — 

§n the hidians^and the eonJlruMion of their proas — L'bey fail from the Lad rone Ijlands — L'oucb at the ijle of 
—An account of the Malays—‘Arrive at Batavia—A particular defetipt ion of the fate and ptiialion of this 
Pafage from Batavia to the Cape of Good Hope—Obfervations during our Jlay there—Set fail and pafs the Iptndy f 
Helena—The Tamar jJeers for Antigua in order to rejit—And the Dolphin on the ^th of May^ 1766, 'anchor 
Downs, 


O N Wednefday the third of July, wc fent out the 
boats to found, icon after we had brought to off 
ton’s Ifland ; when returned, they reported, that 
there was depth of ground at 30 fathom, within two 
cables length of the Ihore, but as the bottom was coral 
rock, and the foundings much too near fora Ihip to lie in 
fafety, wc were obliged to make fail, without having 
procured any refrcflimcnts for our flek. We now fleered 
nearly due north, and croffed the line two degrees be¬ 
yond the extremity of weflern longitude from London, 
or in 178 deg. E. In our courfc, we faw great quan¬ 


tities of fifli, but none could be taken, 
which were become a good difli even at the Com 
dore’s own table. . -5 

On Sunday the 2iff, all our cocoa-nuts by this 
being expended, the men began to fall down agam 
the Kurvy. Thcfc nuts had, in !jer; 

ncr, checked the progrefs of this dreadful dim 
many w hofe limbs were become as black as in » 
could not move without the affiflance of two 
who, befides being entirely difablcd, fuftered 
ingpain^ had been in a few days, by eating the e 
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. r „rnvcrcd as to do their duty, and even go aloft 
« win as they did before they 'vcre feed by this _d,f. 

temper. ^ 

Lord Anfons v< 


The favourable report which the writer of 
vovajie had made of Tinian, one of the 
I'^honoTVa range^ofidands fo named by Magellan 
iloneof which he loft his life, in an encounter with 
Ihc natives) induced our Comniodorc to proceed to fo 
Mendiv an afylum, as that was defenbed to be, for dif- 
'and exhaufted mariners. Accordingly on the 
fsth in latitude 13 deg. Q min. N. and in 158 dc^^ 
'“ ’in E. longitude; and being now nearly in the 
^ rallcl of I'inian, we fliapcd our courfc for that iHand. 
h lic\oth we again faw land, w’hich proved to be the 
inands if Savpan, Tinian, and Aiguigan, which arc be¬ 
tween two aiid three leagues diftant trom each other. 
On the 31ft, we (leered along the eafl-lidc cf them, and 
at noon, haulincf round the fouth point of Tinian, be- 
tween that iftan^ and Aiguigan, anchored at the S. W 
mint of it in 16 fathoms water, on good ground, and 
fn te vm’ fpot where lx)rd Anfon lay in the Centurion, 
n Aueuft 17 + 2 - As foon as the ftnp was fecured. the 
Comnfodorc went on fliore. to fix upon a place where 
tents might be crciftcd for the fick, not a Angle man 
being at this time free froiT? the feurvy, mid many 
were in the laft ftage of it; yet i7,ot one on boaal had 
died fiiice our fetting out from England. \Ve found 
fcveral huts which had been left by the Sparilll.^'ds anji 
Indians the year before; for this year none of them 
vet had been at the place, nor was it prdbable that they 
ihoiild come for fome months, the fun being now almoft 
vertical, and the rainy feafon fet in. The Commodore 
affirmed, that he never felt fuch heat, either on the coaft 
of Guinea, in the Weft Indies, or upon the ifland of 
St. Thomas, which is under the line. The thermo¬ 
meter which was kept on board the Dolphin, generally 
flood at 86 degrees, w hich is but 9 degrees lefs than the 
heat of the blood at the heart, and had it been on ftiore, 
it would have rofe much higher. After a fpot had been 
fixed upon for the tents, fix or feven of the men en¬ 
deavoured to pufli through the woods, in fcarch of the 
beautiful law^ns and meadows deferibed in Anfon’s 
voyage; but the trees ftood fo thick, and the place was 
fo overgrown with underwood, that they could not fee i 
three yards'before them; they were therefore obliged to 
be continually hallooing to each other, to prevent their 
being feparately loft m this tracklefs wildcrnefs. As 
the weather was intolerably hot, they had nothing on 
but their fhocs, Ihirta, and trowfers ; and thefc were foon 
torn to pieces by the bullies and brambles: at laft, how¬ 
ever, they got through, w ith incredible labour and dif¬ 
ficulty ; but found the lawns entirely overgrow'n with a 
ftubborn kind of reed or brulh, in many places higher 
than their heads, and no where lower than their middles, 
^i^ich continually entangled their legs, and cut them 
likcw'hipcord. During this excurfion, they were covered 
with Hies from head to foot; and whenever they offered 
to fpeak, they were fure of having a mouthful, many of 
Jjhich never failed to get down their throats. After 
having walked three or four miles they faw a Lull, which 
and a little before night got back to the 
each, as wet as if they had been dipt in water, and fo 
wt^ued, that they w'ere fcarce able to ftand. 

X °.^^“*'^day the I ft of Auguft, a party W'as difpatch- 
to fetch the bull, and our people were employed in 
c tiT\g up more tents. As the Commodore himfclf 
fnrV^'^r t' feurvy, he ordered a tent to be pitched 
imfelf, and took up his refidence on fhore, where 
friiith's forge, in order to repair the 
in We were likcwife employed 

WT*!! fliore, and clearing the 

This well we 

it rK ° Centurion watered at, but 

for ^ ^’orft we had met wdth during the voyage, 
Alfo brackifti, but fill of worms, 

fituahnn a datigerous 

and Lr ^ ^^foj), for the bottom is a hard fand, 

rocks, and the anchor having tio hold 
AVc did ’ perpetual danger of being cut to pieces. 

perceive thefe difagrecablc circuniftanecs 


when we firft caft anchor, thiiiking then the ground to 
be good; but finding the contrary after having moored, 
to prevent any bad confequcnces, V:c rounded the cables 
and buoyed them up with empty catks. Afterwards 
finding the cables much damaged, we refolvcd to lie 
fingle tor the future, that by veering aw ay, or heaving 
in, as we Ihould have more or lefs wind, we might 
always keep them from being flack, confequently from 
rubbing, and this expedient fucceeded to our wilL* At 
the full and change of the moon, a prodigious fwcll 
tumbles in here ; and it once drove in from the w eft- 
ward with fuch fury, that we were obliged to put to 
fca for a week; for had our cable parted in the niglVt, 
and the wind been upon the fhore, which fometimes 
happens for two or three days together, the ftiip inuft 
inevitably have been loft on the rocks. Thus had we 
arrived at this delightful ifland, after a palfage of four 
montiiS and twenty days, from the Straits of Magellaft, 
with this furprifing and happy circumftance, that during 
this long run, though many had great complaints of 
the feurvy, from the fait provifions they had been ob¬ 
liged to live upon, yet through the care of the Com¬ 
modore, in caufing the people to be fupplied at flared 
times with portable foup, and the refrefliments w^e had 
obtained from feveral iflands, we had not buried a fingle 
man; and we had now, by being favoured with fair 
weather, an opportunity of fending our fick on fliore, 
into the tents, which fome of our men had foon pre- 
r''* fi'** their reception. But while we ftayed here 
two died of fevers; a.i:! the Cominodorc's opinion, 
from the almoft inceflant rains, and violent tiring 

the feafon we were here, this beautiful and fertile iflanu 
is one of the moft unhealthy fpots in the world. We 
frequently difpatched parties into the woods in fearch 
of cattle, which, from the account publiflicd in thehiftory 
of Commodore Anfon’s voyage, we expected to find in 
numbers; but to our difappointment, a few only w’ere 
difeovered at a great diftance from the tents, fo very 
fliy, that it was difficult to get a (hot at them; and 
more fo to drag them fix or feven miles to the tents, the 
woods and lawns which wc have already deferibed, be¬ 
ing fo thick, as greatly to obftrueft our palfage: for 
though the beads thcmfelves had made paths through 
thefc woods, we could not proceed in them without the 
greateft difficulty. During the firft week we killed only 
three white bullocks, one of which our men could not 
bring down to the fliore, before it was covered with 
maggots, and flunk moft intolerably: nor was this the 
worft; for the failors fuffered fuch inexpreflible fatigua 
as frequently brought on fevers, occafioncd by the 
warmth of the climate, the prodigious number of flies 
by day, and the mufquitoes by night: thefe laft refem- 
ble our gnats in England, but arc larger, more numerous, 
and much more troublefome. They were alfo in their 
march much embarraffed with centipieds, fcorpions, 
and a large black ant, little inferior to either of them 
in the malignity of its bite. We had alfo to encounter 
with an innumerable number of other venemous inlecfts, 
altogether unknown to us, by which we fuffered fo 
feverely, that many were afraid to lie down in their 
beds: nor were thofe on board in a much better fltua- 
don than thofe on fhore ;;for numbers of thefc tormentors 
being conveyed to the (hip by the w ood, they took pof- 
feffion of every birth, and left the poor feamcn no place 
of reft either below or upon the deck. 

On Wednefday the .701, w e fent on fliore to the tents, 
which was'Called the hofpital, 16 of our fliip’s company; 
and the next day John Watfon, our quartcr-mafter, de¬ 
parted this life; and foon after died Peter Evans, one of 
the feamcn belonging to thC'Tamar. This day we got 
our copper oven on more, and baked bread, which we 
ferved to the fick; the whole being under the infpedlion 
of the furgeon. Poultry we procured upon eafy terms, 
for the birds were in great plenty, and calily killed; 
but the flefli of the beft of them was very ill tafted. Our 
principal refourcefor frefh meat was the wild hog, w'ith 
which the ifland is well flocked. Thefc animals arc 
exceeding fierce, and a carcafs of fome of rhem frequent¬ 
ly weighed 200 weights They were killed without 
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much trouble, but a b’aek belonging to the Tamar con¬ 
trived a method to cnfnarc them, fo that we took great 
numbers of them alive, which was an unfpcakable 
advantage. But being very dclirous of procuring feme 
beef in an eatable ftate, with ItTs rilk and labour, we 
fentaboat, upon the information of Mr. Gore, to the 
N. W. part of the ifland, where the cattle were very 
numerous. A party w'as alfo fent with a tent for their 
accommodation, w ho fliot them; and they were im- 
m.diately killed, cut up, and conveyed to the boats: 
however, fometimes fuch a fea broke upon the rocks 
that it was impollible to approach them, and the 
Tamqjr’s boat lolf three of her bell men by attempting 
it. 

This ifland of Tinian is fituated in 15 deg. 8 min. 
north latitude, and 114 deg. 50 min. weft longitude 
from -Acapulto, in New Spain; and is 12 miles in 
length, but only half as much in breadth. It produces 
linics, four oranges, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, guavas, 
and pan paws in abundance^; but wc found no water¬ 
melons, feurvy-grafs, orforrel. The cocoa-nut, which 
w c have fo often mentioned in deferibing the new dif- 
covered illands, is one of the moft beautiful, as well as 
the moll admirable, of all the vegetable productions, 
and is alfo found in many other parts of the world, 
particularly in the Eaft and Weft Indies. It is a fpecies 
of the pahn. The trunk is large, ftrait, and infenfibly 
grows fmaller from the bottom to the top. On the 
upper part of the trunk arc the branches, which form 
a beautiful head. .The fruit hangg Tn branches by 
ftrong ftiilks * f6m5 of which arc always ripe, others 
grecri, and fome juft beginning to button, while the 
blolFoms, which are yellow, arc ftill in bloom.' The 
fruit .isof dilTercnt fizes, and of a greenilh colour : it 
is c. JVC red with, two rinds, the outer compofed of long, 
tough, brdtvn threads; but the fccond is extremely 
hard, aiid has within it a firm white fubftance, in tafte 
ncareft to that of a fweet almond . l‘hc people of fevera) 
countries cat it with their meat as wc do bread, and 
fqheezeoutof it a liquor that refemblcs almond-milk, 
w hich on being expofed to the fire, is converted into 
a kind of oil, that is ufed both in fauces and in lamps. 
In the middle of the nut is alfo a confidcrablc quantity 
of a dear cool liquor, that has the tafte of fugar-watcr, 
and when drank is very rcfrcfhing. What is called the 
cabbage confifts of a clufter of many white, thin, brittle 
flakes, which have fomew hat of the tafte of almonds, 
and, wben boiled, has a rcfcmblance to the tafte of an 
Knglifti cabbage'but is fweeter and more agreeable. 
But the moft remarkable fruit of this ifland is the 
bread-fruit, it being generally eaten by the Europeans 
who come here inllead of bread, to which it is even 
preferred. It grows Upon a lofty tree, which, near the 
top, divides into fpreading branches, covered with 
leaves of a deep green colour, notched on the edges, 
and from' 12 to 18 ihthes'ih length'. ITie fruit which 
grows fingle on all parts of the branches, is feven or 
eight inches long, of an oval form, and covered with 
a rough rind, and when gathered green, and roafted 
on the embers, has its infide foft, tender, white, and 
crummy like bread. Its; tafte domes' ncareft to that; df 
an artichoke’s' boftoinV This excellent fruit 'in feafon 
eight months in the year. ‘ As, it ripensir turns yctidw, 
and growing fofter, has’the,Tafte of a fipe'p'cach, and 
a fragrant fmcll, but is then faid to be unwhdlcfomc, 
and apt to producc"the fftix;' ‘ The'filh, however, 
caught about this edaft appear tb be unwhole^bhac. 
Sovnc of otir ofike'ts aft6r having eaten a difti of fine 
looking filh, were taken'ill with a violent pii^ipgand 
vomiting, which ha'd nkc to Have been* attended with 
fatal conlcqucntes. Mr.' Walter in his hiftory of Cgm- 
modore Anfon’s voyage, , obferves^ that the few they 
caught at their firft arrival, hfid furfcitcd thofc who 
eat of them, and therefore the people on boiird the Cen¬ 
turion thought it moft prudent to abftain fforh fifti. 
'rhis obfcr.vation/added to oUr own'experiehee,' is a 
fufficient proof of their being prejudicial. Indeed,, at 
lirft, from taking the word forfeit in a literal fenfc, . 
'we concluded, that tHofe who tafted the' filh, when ; 
the late Lord Anfon came hither, were made lick, 


merely by eating too much of.them ; from which fij 
polition wc were led to think, that there could be 
reafon for a total abftineiicc with refped to this ki^ 
of food, but only a caution to cat with tcmpcranc 
How'cver, wc were foon made wifer by experience. 
though all our people cat fparingly of this 
of experiment, ncvcrthclcfs all who tailed them - 
foon afterwards dangcroufly ill. Befidcs the abov" 
mentioned fruit, this illand produces cotton and indbl 
in abundance, and w-ould certainly be of great value If 
it was fituated in the Weft Indies. The nirgeonof the 
Tamar, an ingenious and very judicious gentleman, cn. 
clofed a large fpot of ground here, and made a very* 
pretty garden; but our ftiort ftay would not permit us 
to derive any advantage from it. ^ However, amidft 
fuch plenty wc eiij'jytd, the want of its produce might 
very well be difpenfed with. 

It is furprizing that an ifland thus aboundingvirh 
the nccelTarics and luxuries of life, ftiould be denimte 
of inhabitants, but it feeiiis^ it was once populous; and 
that an epidemical ficknefs having carried off multi¬ 
tudes of the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring 
iflands, the Spaniards removed the reft to Guam, to 
fupply the numbers that had died there, where Ian- 
giiilhing for their iiaiivc foil, and their former habita¬ 
tions, the greateft pare of them died with grief. Indeed 
we faw the fuins of their deferted town, which is now 
over-grown with trees and bullies. But though Tinian 
is uninhabited, the Indians of Guam, and other of the 
neighbouring iflands, frequently refort thither to jerk 
beef, and carry it away. Thefc Indians are a bold, 
ftrong, well limbed people; and if we may judge from 
the admirable rtruclurc of their Hying proas, the only 
velfcls they, ufc at lea, they are far from being deficient 
in point of underftanding. Thefc velfcls move with 
fuch amazing fwiftnefs, that it is generally allowed by 
all who have obferved theni vvidi attention, that the/ 
will run at lead 20 miles an hour. The conftrudioii of 
thefc proas is very remarkable, the head and Hern be¬ 
ing cxadlly alike ; but the Tides very different, that in- 
tended for the w’indward fide being built rounding, 
while the Ice-fide, is flat. The body is fomicd of 
tw'O pieces joined end ways, and neatly fewed together 
with bark : and as the ftrait run of her leeward fide, and 
her final I breadth, w^ould certainly caufc her tooverfet, 
a frame called an out-rigger, is laid out from her to the 
windw ard, to the end of which is faftened a log, made 
hollow, in the fhape of a fmall boat: thus the weight 
of tlie frame balances the proa, and that, with the fmall 
boat, always in the water, prevents her overfetting to 
the windward. The velTcI generally carries fix or feven 
Indians, two of whom fit in the head and Item, who 
ftcer the proa alternately, with a paddle, according 
to the tack Ihe goes oii; he in the flern being the 
ftcerfman; the reft arc employed in fetting and trim¬ 
ming the fail, or bailing out the water flic may acci¬ 
dentally fliip. Thus by only fliifting the fail, thde 
vcffcls w‘ith cither end foremaft, can, with affoniftimg 
fwiftnefs, run from one of thefc iflands to another, and 
back again, without ever putting about. While we 
lay at this place, the 'fainar was font to examine the 
ifland of Saypan, which is .much larger than Tinian, 
rifes higher, and has a nuich plcafantcr appearanc. 
The Tamar anchored to the leeward, at the difiance 0 
a mile from the fiiorc, and in 10 fathom water, wit 
much the fame kind of ground as wc had in 
of Tinian. Some of the Tamar’s company landed upo 
a fine fandy beAch, which is fix or feven 
,and vvalkcd Up into the wpods, where they 
mahy trees vefy fit for top mafts'. They faw no mw 
nor any tracks of cattle, .but plenty of hogs and " 
cocs ; alfo large heaps of pearl oyfter-lhells throw^n p 
together, and other figns of people having been tner* 
pofiibly the $pani.ards :may go tnithcr at fome 
of the' year, and tarry ori a pdarl liflicry. As we 

have an opporfunityjofa^ain mentioning thefe 

irt our accounts' of other vdydgts; wc here; for the ^ 
ment of our numerous ftihftribcrs, inlerc what 0 
navigators, and judicious writers,' have' related bo 
the Philippine and i^drortc Iflands, both fituate 
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t7c Paci/^Occaii, and at no great diftancc from each 

other. 

jn account of^tbe Pbilippme,^ and Ladme, or Maria 

the Philippine Iflands arc fituatc in the Chinefian 
Sea part of the Pacific Ocean, between 114 and 130 
wees of eafiern longitude, and between 5 and 19 
Sees of north latitude, about 100 leagues S. E. of 
China. There arc 1100 of them, and feveral very 
lirce The chief of the mofi: northerly of them is 
Masila or Luconia, which is the largcfl: of the Philip¬ 
pines, and is fituate in 15 deg. of north latitude, being 
about 400 miles long and above 180 broad in moll 

The capital of this ifland, and of all the refi, is, the 
city of Manila, fituate on a bay in the S. W. part of 
the ifland, being two miles in circumference, furround- 
ed by a wall and other w'orks, a very commodious 
harbour, but of difficult accefs, on account of the rocks 
and fands which lie before it; a caftle defends the 
entrance. 

Tlic chief buildings are the cathedral, parifii churches 
and convents; one of the religious houfes is appro¬ 
priated to the iupport of orphans, daughters of the in¬ 
habitants, who are provided for during their lives; or, 
if they chufc to marry, have a portion of two or three 
hundred crowns given them. Their churches, chapels, 
and altars, arc richly adorned, and their procefiions on 
holidays as fplcndid as in Spain. The college of the 
jefuits here, as in mofl; Popifli countries, is more mag¬ 
nificent than any of the rcll. 

The ifland of Luconia, or Manila, is cftccmcd health¬ 
ful, and the water m it rhe befl: in the world. It pro¬ 
duces all the fruits of warm climates, and has an ex¬ 
cellent breed of horfes carried thither from Spain. It 
is well fituated for the Indian and Chinefc trade; and 
the bay and port, which lies on the wcfl-fidc of it, is a 
large circular bafon of 10 leagues diameter, entirely 
land-locked. The city of Manila, w-hich flands on 
the cafi-fidc, is large and contains fcvcral fpacious 
flrcets and grand houfes; and at the beginning of the 
firfl; war with the Spaniards, in the reign of king 
George 11. w'as an open place, only defended by a little 
fort; but cdiifidcrablc additions have lately been made 
to its fortifications. The port peculiar to the city is that 
ofCabitc, which lies two leagues to the fouthward, and 
here the fliips employed in the Acapulco trade arc 
ftationed. 

T he city is healthfully fituated, and wtII watered, and 
has a very fruitful country in its neighbourh(X)d ; but it 
is fomc difadvantage to its trade, that it is difficult 
getting out to fea to the caflward, through fiich a num¬ 
ber ot iflands: here the Spaniards waftc abundance of 
time, and arc often in great danger. 

The trade from hence to China and India confifts 
Cnietiy in fuch commodities as are intended to fupply 
lex ICO and Peru, namely, fpices, Chinefe filks, and 
nmuta<fturcs, particularly filk ftockings, of which no 
e s tban 50,000 pair have been ibipped in one cargo, 
with vaft quantities of Indian fluffs, callicoes and chints, 
r' *^^ch worn in America, together with other 

Eich as goldfmirhs-work, &c. wrought 
thp ^ Manila by the Chinefe, of which nation 

20,000 rcfiding there, as fervants, 
rrinf brokers. All thefe articles arc 

thl« . annually to the port of Acapulco in Mexico: 
bur inhabitants of Manila, 

to convents of Manila, principally 

being a donation to fupport the millions 
of Catholic faith. I he tonage 

ail of rK <-^ividcd into a certain number of bales, 
rtubarlf r Convents have a right to 

^ quantity of goods on board the Manila 
Li limited amount to. The trade 

to fomo ir n edicts to a certain value; according 
fiequenrk- 1, ^ ^ exceed 600,000 dollars ; but it is 
The amount to three millions. 

the people of Manila arc of Chinefc or 


Malayan extraction, and there arc Ibmc blaeks. 'The 
Spaniards, though fcwefl in number, have the govern¬ 
ment in their hands. The ad jacent country is full of 
fine plantations, farms, and counrry-houfes of the prin¬ 
cipal inhabitants. Upon the mountains, in the rhiddlc 
of the country^ the people live iri rents and huts, under 
the fpreading trees. 'The plains are overflowed in the 
rainy fcalbn, the houfes built upon high pillars; and the 
people have no communication but by boats during the 
rains, which ufually fall in June, July, Atigufl, and 
September, and then happen terrible florms of w'ind 
and thunder, ^rthquakes are frequent; the city of 
Manila has fuftered fcvcral times by them ; and from 
ihe volcanoes, which abound here, iffue torrents of fire 
and melted minerals. Thefe are the inconvcnicnciet 
ve meet with; but the fair feafon is for the mofl part 
exceedingly pleafant. 

1 he city of Manila contains about 3000 inhabitants; 
and during the fecond war in the feign of king George 
in the year 1763, taken by admiral Cornifli and 
Sir William Draper. It was, hpvvevcr, flipiilatcd to be 
ranfomed ; but the ranfom-money hath never yet been 
intircly difoharged. The priefls take prodigious pains 
to make converts to the Romifh faith, and have been 
pretty fuccefsful in their endeavours. The Indians pay 
a poll-tax; and a confiderable fum of money is annually 
allowed for the fupport of female orphans, both of 
Spanifli and Indian parents. 

The complexions of the feveral people who inhabit 
thefe iflands are very diftcrenr. The blacks are as 
black as the Caflres of Afric, but differ from them in 
their features and long hair, and therefore arc fuppofed 
to be of Indian cxtra<ftion; and as they poflefs the 
mountainous and inacceffiblc parts of the country, it 
is conjetflurcd, that they were the original inhabitants, 
and driven up thither by fuccceding advcnturei*s. 

The defeendants of die Malayans (inliabitants of 
Malacca) are very tawny, the Chinefc not fo dark, and 
the Spaniards are pretty near the colour of the Chincfc. 
Thcre is alfo a nation of painted people, called 
Pintados, who colour their fkins like our anccflors the 
Pi( 5 ls. 

The natives are for the mofl part of a moderate 
ftature, and their features juft.; the Spaniards have 
taught them to cloath thcmfelves, except the blacks, 
who only tic a cloth about their loins, and another 
about their heads, and ufually go bare-foot. 

Rice and filh arc molt eaten by thofe who live near 
the fea-coafls, and the mountaineers eat the flefti they 
take in hunting, and the fi*uits of the earth, which 
grow fpontancoiffly in great' plenty. T'hcir liquor is 
water, which they ufually drink w arm as the Chinefe do. 
They have alfo palm-wine, and fpirituous liquors dif- 
tillcd from the juice of the fugar-cane, rice. See. T'hcy 
bathe twice a day in cold water, either for health or 
diverfion, or both: plays are another diverfion, and they 
are entertained frequently with dancing and mock 
fights. 

Thefe iflands are extremely well fituated for trade; 
all the rich merchandize of India is font from hence 
to America, and the treafures of Mexico and Peru arc 
brought hither annually, by which exchange, it is faid, 
they make a profit of 400 per cent. 

Few countries enjoy a more fruitful foil; the people 
in many places live upon w hat the earth produces fpon- 
tancoufiy, and the furfacc of the ground is exceeding 
beautiful; the trees are ever green, and fcldom wuthpiit 
fruit. 

Their neat cattle run wild in the mountains, and arc 
hunted, as well as deer, wild hogs and goats. The moh- 
kies and baboons found here arc very fagacioiis : during 
the feafon, w hen there is no fruit to be got, they go 
down to the fea-fidc to catch 0}dlcrs; that the fifti may 
not pinch their paws, they put a Hone between the 
fhclls, to prevent their fhutting clofe. Wax is fo 
plentiful, that they make no other candles, and never 
ourn lamps. 'I'hcir bce.s are of fcvcral kinds, fomc of 
them very large, and make their combs in the w oods, 
producing fudi quantities of honey as would almoft fub- 
fill the natives. 
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Medicinal andfweet gums, ifTiiing from the bodies of 
xrecs are part of the produce: ferpents of various kinds 
^ire found in thefe iflands; but the fathers who relate 
that fome of them are fo large, they w'ill fwallow a flag, 
-horns and all, furely do not exped to be believed, any 
-more than when they relate, that the leaves of trees arc 
converted into infecls; but the laft of thefe (lories may 
proceed from a miftake, for it is certain that fome in- 
le<fls depofit their eggs (as they do with us) upon the 
leaves of trees, which are hatched there, as is the cafe 
of the cochineal fly; and they might ignorantly imagine 
that thofe infe(£ls proceed from the leaf. The alligators 
arc very dangerous; and the ignana, a kind of land 
Alligator, does a great deal of mifehief. Among their 
birds, are peacocks, parrots, cocatoos, and turtle-doves, 
tvhich are very beautiful, fowls with black bones, and the 
bird tavan, which lays a number of eggs in trenches in 
the fand, and leaves them to hatch there. The faligan 
fallens her nefls to fome rock, as a martin does againfl a 
wall, which diflblving into a kind of jelly in warm 
water, is efteemed delicious food. Here is alfo the 
pcolo bird, which eats like a turkey; the camboxa is a 
well tailed fowl peculiar to thefe iflands. The herrero 
or carpenter, is a fine large green bird. It is called 
the carpenter, becaufe its beak is fo hard, that it digs a 
hole in the trunk, or fome large branch of a tree, in 
order to build its nell. 

Their fruitsare mangoes, plantains, bananocs, cocoas, 
tamarindsy callia, and the cocoa or chocolate nut, which 
has been brought over from Mexico; oranges, lemons, 
and all manner of tropical fruits. The cinnamon and 
nutmeg-tree have been planted here j but degenerate, 
and are good for little. 

A great deal of good timber and dying w’oods grow 
in thefe iflands; and thecalamba, or fwect-w'ood, a kind 
of cane, growls in the mountains, which, if cut, yields 
a draught of water, and is of great fervice to the 
natives. 

They have one plant that has all the properties of 
and is ufed as a fubllitute for opium; of this the natives 
are very fond, and frequently intoxicate thcmfelves 
with it. 

Flowers and fw'eet-herbs grow wild here, but they do not 
cultivate them in their gardens, and there are abundance 
of medicinal, as w'ell as poifonous herbs and flowers, 
which do not only kill thofe that touch or talle them, 
but foinfefl the air, that many people die in the tin>c 
of their blolToming: on the contrary, thefe iflands are 
providentially well furnilhed with antidotes, particu¬ 
larly the bezoar Hone, which is found in the belly of 
a creature much like a deer; and the root dilao, which 
is like ginger, and heals wounds made by any ve¬ 
nomous beafl, being bruifed and boiled with oil of 
cocoas. 

The tree camondog is fo venomous, that the pilchards 
eating the leaves which fall into the fea die; as will 
the perfons who eat the poifoned fifli. The liquor which 
flows from the trunk of this tree ferves thefe people to 
poifon the points of their darts w hich they blow through 
the trunks abovementioned: the very lhadow of the tree 
is fo dellrudlive, that, as far as it reaches, no herb or 
grafs grows, and if tranfplanted, it kills all the other 
plants it (lands near, except a fmall (hrub which is an 
antidote againll it, and always with it: a bit of a tw’ig 
of this (hrub, or a leaf carried in a man's mouth, is 
faid to be a fecurity againfl the venom of the tree, and 
therefore the Indians are never without it. 

The maka bukay, which fignifies the giver of life, 
is a kind of ivy which twines about any tree, and grows 
to the thicknefs of a man's finger; it has long (hoots 
like vine bi*anchcs, of which the Indians make bracelets, 
and efleem them a prefervativc againll poifon. There 
are many other trees and plants of extraordinary virtue 
in thefe iflands; among others, there is the fenfitive 
plant, in all rcfpe<fls like a colewort, which grow'ing out 
of a rock, avoids the touch, and retires under water; 
there is another that grows on St. Peter’s Hill about 
Manila, which is not very tall, and has little leaves, 
which whenever it is touched, draws back and clofcs all 
its leaves together; for which realbn the Spaniards call 
h U vergin cofa, that is, the baflifuJ. 


There grow s near Cathafagarl, in the ifland o*' Sam, 
a plant of a furprifing virtue, difeovered by the tinh ‘ 
of the fociety, as they tell us, of late years : the Out'u 
have alfo fome knowledge of it, and, 41 is 
give double the quantity of.gold for it. ‘ The plL • 
like ivy, and twines about any tree it grows nc;tr- tlf 
fruit which grows out of the knots ajid leaves rerciiibl 
a melocotoon in bignefs and colour, and -within-iT 
eight, ten, orfixteen kernals as bjg.as a hazel nut cIh! 
green and yellow, which when ripe, drop out of rhetn 
felves. 

The ufual dofe given of it is the w’eight of Haifa 
royal, that is the (ixteenth part of an ounce, powdeitd 
and mixed in wine or water; if it has no efledt the firll 
time, the dofe is repeated, and is a powerful antidote 
againfl any poifon, cither of venomous herbs or darts 
w^hich are ufed by the natives of Macaffar, Borneo, and 
the Philippines. 

The general language fpoken in thefe iflands is the 
Malayan tongue; belidcs which, every people have a 
language peculiar to themfclvcs. They write on cocoa,, 
nut leaves, with an iron (lylc or pen j and arts atid 
fcicnces have been introduced by the Spaniards, the 
natives having nothing of this kind to boafl.of 
their arrival. 

All thefe iflands, except Mindanao and Paragoa 
are under the jurirdicTon of a Spahifli vic.roy, who has 
governors under him in ^very other ifland and town.of 
confequenccj and the, like courts arc erccled for the 
trial of civil and criminal caufes, as-^in old Spain. The 
archbilhop of Manila, the billiops and their commif- 
farics, determine ccciefiaflical caufes as in Europe; 
but there lies an appeal from them to the pope's dc^ 
lagate, who refides in. one of the iflands. The court of 
inquilltion has alfo a commilTary here. Butnotwith- 
flanding the .Spaniards are reprdented^as fovereigns of 
thefe iflands, this mull only be underflood of the open 
country and the fea-coafls, in which there ma) be 
3CX>,ooo fouls : but thefe are not a tenth part of the in¬ 
habitants, the red look upon thenrifclves as a free 
people: every mountain almofl ispoirefled by a dilFcrent 
tribe, who make war upon one another, the Spaniafos 
feldom intermeddling in their quarrels. I’he hinefe 
W'ere fonnerly fo numerous here, that they difputcd 
the authority of the Spaniards over them: it is com¬ 
puted that 40,000 of them redded in and about the 
city of Manila; but the Spaniards compelled them to 
fubmit, and baniflied fome thoufands of them, tl^e 
red were permitted to remain here, to carry on their 
manufadures; for they are almofl the only artificers. 

Their arms are bows, arrows, and lances or fpenrs, 
broad fwords, and tubes or trunks, through which they 
blow' jx)ifoned arrows, the flighteft wounds whcreol arc 
mortal, if immediate remedies are not applied. They 
have cane (hields alfo covered with a bulfaloc’s hide, 
and a head-piece for defenlive arms. 

Thefe favages, as the Spaniards call them, worlhipo^^* 
fupreme God, and their anceflors, as theChinefodo, 
from whom mod of them are defeended; they wodhip 
alfo the fun and moon, and almofl every thing they Ice, 
whether animate or inanimate, groves, rocks, nvers, 
and one particular tree, which they would' 
ifocrilcge to cut down, believing the fouls of fome of 
friends may refide in it, and that in cutting the tree 
they may .wound a near relation, inflead ot temp* 
they have caves, wherein they place their idols, 
facrificc to them. Some beautiful young virgins 
W'ounds the vidlim with a fpear, and then the 
difpatch the animal; and, having drefied the meat,^ 
is eaten by the company. Superflition prevails 
them; they have their lucky and unlucky days; 
certain animals crofs the way when they are going 
bulincfs, they will return home, and go out no 
that day- The Spaniards tolerate them in their 
trous wor(hip ; and fufFcr them to game, on 
the government i o,QOO crowns per annum. 
alfo much given to a deteftable vice: and did not 1 
gine it to be a crime, till the Spaniards punilhed t 
tor it. 

The men purchafe their wives here as in 
the marriage ceremony is performed by a ^ 
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Oimr iinimiil on chcoccaiion ; aftci which, ihc 

h-diTlcd home, and the whole copdude? ,,'ith an 
bride i5» ^ places. They marry in their 

S'tX!’and with dieir neareft relations, cxeept the 
Sdewce- feme of them are confined to oiic wife, 
" tribes allow a plurality ot women, and divorces 
f cXn^bk eaufes on either fide Chddren are either 
,^«1 after heroes or flowers, or from fonie accidental 
cTi mlC^that occurs at the time of their birth; but 
« foon as they marry, they chufe new names and their 
mrents are obliged to make ufc of their old ones. 

^ The dead are wamed and perfumed, wrapped in filk, 
.nd nut in a clofe coliin, near which a chelt is placed 
rhat contains the arms of a man, or donieftic utcnfils 
ofa woman: mourners arc hij-cd to alFift in making a 
difnial noife. They bury their d^cad a^s in China, 
tuid do not burn them: as loon as the body is buried, 
an entertainment is made, and all is converted to 
mirth and feiiivity. In general, they mourn in black 
garments; and lliave their heads and eye-brows. 

^ The nc^ft Spanilh ifland to that of Manila is Samar 
or Philippina, between which and Manila i$ .a narrow 
channel, called the Straight of Manila, the N. E. 
point whereof is called %irito Sanclo; the illand is 
^ar 400 miles in circumference, the chief town, Ca- 
thalagan, governed by a Spanifli alcadc. The ifland 
of Sebu, which lies in 10 deg. S. latitude, is the place 
where Magellan fet up the Spanilh colours; th? 

chief town named Nombre dc Dios, aiterw^ards made 
a bilhop’s fee, has in it a cathedral and feveral other 
churches and monaflexics. The ifland of negroes lies 
weft of Sebu, and was fo named becaufe it is inhabited 
chiefly by blacks- Mindanao lies the moft fbuthcrly of 
aay of thcPl\ilippiae Iflands, and is the largeft of them 
except Manila, being near aoOimilcs in length, and 150 
in breadth- U is pofleffed by people pf diftcrent na¬ 
tions and diflerent religions; but the Mahometans, ,who 
arc ficuatc on the fea-eqafts, are miich the nu¬ 
merous, whofe lbvereign is (tiled Sultan of Mindanao. 
Thofe who poflefs the middle of the ifland are called 
Hillanoons, and another nation fUled Sologaes, are 
jStuaie on the N. W. coaft. The air of this ifland is 
not fo hot as might be expe<-ted, being refmflied fre- 
quciuly by the fea breezes, and the periodical rains, 
which lay the fiat country under water. The winds 
blow from the call, from October ,to May, and then 
turn about and fet w^efterly; .next month the rains and 
ftorms lucceed ; at firft there are not more than two 
or three Ihowcrs sl day; .they afterwards come oftener, 
vfith violent hurricanes and loud thunder, and the 
wind continues wcfterly until November, during which 
time they have fuch florins that trees are blowm 
up by the roots, the rivers arc overflowed, and they do 
not fee the fun or flars fpmetimes in a week: about 
Auguft the air is very cook the rain and wind are mor 
dcrate in September, and in Odlober the wind blows 
flom the call.again, and it continues fair till April, and 
fomctimes.May. 

Mindanao, the capital city, lies on the fouth-fidc of 
me ifland, in i;23. deg. 15 min. of eaflern longitude, 
and 6 deg. 20 min. north latitude, near tlic mouth of 
a river, and about two miles from the lea ; the houfes 
bemg built on bamboo pillars, 16 or 18 feet above the 
lurlace of the ground, on account of the annual floods, 
^nen they have no communication with one another 
, uy boats. The city is about a .mile in length, 
nut along the winding bank.of the river; the Sultan's 
palace is Tupported by 180 trees, and has .20 cannon 
’Counted in the front; and feveral of the nobility have 
great guns in or before their houfqs. Large fliips 
annot come up to the town, tlicrc being fcarce 11 feet 
^Th entrance of the river, 

bur arc held to bemen of a fpr'ightly genius, 

Wo indolent, and will rather thieve than 

is more active when they find there 

* and there may be two reafons for 
niatc one from the heat of the di- 

uicnt tyranny of the govern- 

bis fliallci^joy what be acquires 

No. - ^ * 


29- 


The Mindanayans arc of a low flature, and very 

(lender, of dark caNypiy complexions, black eyes and 
hair, flat faces, feort nofes, wide mouths> and black 
tecthp which they, .cake abundance of pains to dye of 
that colour; and they w'ear the nails of their left hands 
almofl as long qgain as their fingers, feraping and dying 
them with vcrmillion. 

The men have a haughty mein, and yet are faid to be 
very complailant to foreigners, unlefs they are infultcd, 
and then they feldorn fail to. refent tihc affront, and def- 
troy their eneiqy by poifon or a dagger, never hazarding 
their perfons in a duel. 

Their habit is a linen froipkand drawers, and a fmall 
piece of linen cloth, tied about their heads, but they go 
barc-foot: the complejqon and features of the women 
arc better than thpjfe of tbe men; biit yet they too muclf 
relembie the other fex, and cannpt be ad mi red for their 
beauty; they wear a frpek like the men, and a piece of, 
cloth round their waifts; the lleeves of the frock^ be¬ 
ing large, arid coming down to their wrifts. Their 
hair is tied up in a roll at the hinder part of their heads. 
The men lliave their hca^s, all but a lock that is left in 
phe middle of the crown, like other lytahonictans; their 
beards ^rc very chin, being pulled up by the roots with 
tweezers. People of %ure arc cloathcd in filk or fine 
callico ; the women go bare-foot as well as the men, and 
adorn their arms and fingers with bmcelets and rings. 
They are pot reftrained from converfing with their 
countryn-^cn or fpreigners. 

The food of people of condition is flcfli, fifli, and 
fowl of all kinds, expept bogs flelh, which the Ma¬ 
hometans never touch. The poorer fort content them- 
felves with rice and fago. Rice is the principal part 
of the meal with all of them; they take it up with their 
hands, ufing .^either kniv.es or fpqoDs ; and their 
meat, whatever it be, is boiled to rags, that it may very 
eafily be pulled to pieces with their fingers. They 
ufually drink water, but make a pretty ftrong liquor 
with plantains; they wafli before and after every 
meal, and bathe feveral times a day. Swimming 

one of the cliicf diverfions of the women, as well 
as the men, to which they are ufed from their in¬ 
fancy. 

Upon joyful occafions the dancir^ girls, as they arc 
called, are fent for to divert the company; but this 
dancing confifts only in Ikrewing thcmfelvcs into 
iafeivious poftures, and addreffing their great men with 
flattering fpeeches. They have plays and mock fights 
alfo a6tcd before them, and huntingof wildbeafls is their, 
principal rural fport, in which their women partake; 
but their hunting is only driving the deer and other 
game into an inclofure, from' whence they cannot 
clcape, and then lliooting at them, 

•Mindanao is a fruitful foil, well watered with rivers, 
and their mountains afford excellent timber. Of the 
libby, or fago-tree, there are large groves: the fago is 
the pith ofa tree which the natives eat inflead of bread, 
and is frequently brought over to Europe, being fo 
grained, that it is fometimes taken for a feed. They 
have Jio cprn ;but rice. Plantains, guavas, mangoes, 
and all tropical fruits, abound here. Cloves' and 
nutmegs have been tranlplanted hither, and appear 
fair to the eye; but it is faid they degenerate, and 
the fruit is good for nothing: if thefe plants were 
cultivated, poifibly they might equal thofe ol the Ipice 

iflands. . , . -n 1 l 

Here .are no bcafts of prey in this ifland, but 
almofl every other ufeful animal, fuch as horfes, cows, 
buffaloes, and hogs, with bunches o\er thefr ejes; 
here are alfo fnakes, fcorpions, and other venomous 
infects; and the feathered kind are the fame as in 

Manila. , 1, r i l 

the Malayan language is generally fpoken here; 

and the Mahomcyins have the koran and books of 
devotion, in the Arabic language. The liberal arts 
do not flourifh here; they are forced to employ the 
Chinefe to keep their accompts for them; nor have 
they Ip much as a.>clpck or a watch in all the councr)', 
but . beat upon drums every three hours, that pcop^ 
may know the time of the day. There aic fcarce 
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any other working trades, except goldfmiths, carpen- 
tei*s, and blackfmiths, who perform their work very 
well vi'ith the tools they have, for the fniirhfi have 
neither vice nor anvil, nor the carpenters any faws, 
but when they have fplit their planks, plane them with 
the ax or adze. Their difeafes arc fluxes, fevers, and 
the fmall-pox; and fome are arte<fted with a kind of 
leprofy, or dry feurf, which covers the body, and itches 
intolerably. 

The religion of the fultan, and thofc who inhabit 
the fca-coafls, is Mahometanifin, and that of the in¬ 
land people is Paganifm, differing little from the 
Chinefe. In allowing a plurality of wives and con¬ 
cubines, the Mahometans of this ifland imitate thofe 
of Turky, only they allow their women greater liberties, 
fuffering them to converfe freely with their acquain¬ 
tance or flrangers ; but it is faid they are fo prejudiced 
againft fwines flcfli, that one of their great menre- 
fufed to wear a pair of fhocs made by an European, 
when he was informed that the threads with which 
they were fewed were pointed with hogs briftles. They 
look upon thcmfelves to be defiled, if they touch any 
thing which belongs to a hog; they durfl not kill 
them Icfl they fhould be defiled by the touch of the 
w eapon they make ufe of, which occafions thefe ani¬ 
mals to multiply fo faff, that the ifland is over-run 
with them. They are very glad to fee the Europeans 
kill them, but muft undergo fevcral ablutions or w^afli- 
ings, if they fliould happen to touch a man that had 
eaten its flelh. 

The fultan of Mindanao is an abfolute prince, and 
his throne hereditary; both the perfons and purfes of 
his fubjeds are in his power, and if he knows any of 
them abound in wealth, he borrows it of them. He 
has one great minifter, in whom he lodges the admi- 
niflration of the government, both civil and military, 
to w horn both natives and foreigners muft apply them- 
fclves for liberty to trade. Their wars are chiefly with 
the mountaineers, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
with whom they arc very cautious of coming to a 
general engagement; but when the armies are pretty 
near, they begin to entrench and cannonade each other, 
and will remain in the fame camp foinc months,- fend¬ 
ing out parties to m^kc incurfions into the enemies 
country, and furprizc defcncclcfs places. Their arras 
arc u crice or ftiort dagger, and a broad fwcwd, a fpear, 
and bow^s and arrows. 

The moft conflderable of the Phili{ 5 {)ines thaft have 
not been mentioned, are Mindora, 3 - W. of Manila: 
Panay, and Leyte, which lie north of Mindanao; and 
the ifland of Par^igoa, which lies very near the north 
part of Borneo, and is fubjcdl to one of the princes of 
that ifland. 

Philippina was the firft that w^as difeovered of this 
clufter of iflands, and confequently gave name to the 
reft. It lies between 12 and 14 degrees north lati¬ 
tude, and is the moft fertile and plcafanr of all the 
Philippines, exhibiting a fccne of perpetual verdure; 
for here the fun is powerful, without being difagrecable. 

The Lad rone Iflands are fltuate in the Pacific 
Ocean, in 140 degrees of eaftern longitude, and between 
12 and 28 degrees of north latitude. Guam or Ignana, 
the largeft, is fltuate in 13 deg. 21 min. north latitude, 
73(DO miles weft of Cape Corientes in Mexico, according 
to Dainpicr. The other inconflderablc iflands arc, 
2. Sarpanta. 3. Bonaviftti or Tinian. 4. Sefpara. 

Anatan. 6. Sarignan. 7. Guagam. 8. Alama- 
guan. 9. Pagon. i o. The burning mountain of Griga. 
11. Magna. 12, Patas. 13. DUconocida; and, 14. 
Malabrigo. 

Guam is about 12 leagues long and four broad, lying 
N. and S. It is pretty high champaign land, floping 
dow n towards the coaft. The eaft-fidc, which is the 
higheft, is fenced with fteep rocks, on which the waves 
conftantly beat, driven by the ti-adc wind. The weft- 
flde is low land, in which are fcveral little fandy bays 
divided by rocks. 

The natives of Guam are of a good ftature, have 
large limbs, a tawny complexion, black long hair, fmall 


eyes, thick lips, and arc long vifaged. They are f 
times afflicted with ti kind ol' leprofy, otherwif^u" 
country is healthful, cfpeeially in the dry feafon. Th 
rains begin in June, and laft till Odober. bur 
violent. ^ 

Iho ifland produces rice and mfoft tropical fin'r 
and one fort, which Dampicr has named brcacLfru'^* 
grows upon a tree like apples, and at its full biffnefs u 
as large as an ordinary foot-ball; it has a hard thick- 
rind, and w'ithin a foft yellow pulp, of a fweetifli taftc . 
the natives eat it inftead of bread, having firft baked 
or roafted it in the embers; it is in feafon eight months 
in the year, and grows only in thefe iflands. 

Dampier relates, that when he was there (about the 
year lyoo) there were not above 100 Indians upon 
the ifland, though he was informed there had been 
3 or 4CXD fomtime before: and the reafon given why 
there w as no more at that time was, bccaufc moft of 
them had burnt their plantations, and fled to other 
iflands on their being uled ill by the Spaniards. 

Their fwift-failing floops, or flying proas, arc the 
admiration of all that fee them ; the bottom of the' 
vefTcl, or the keel, is of one piece, made like a canoe, 
28 feet in length, built fliarp at both ends, one fide of 
the floop flat, and the other rounding w'ith a pretty 
large belly ; being four or flve feet broad, with a mail 
in the middle. They turn the flat fide to the wind, 
and having a head at each end, fail with either of them 
foremaft, and have never any occaflon to tack. Dam- 
pier computed tliey would fail 24 miles an hour. 
The tide never rifes above two or three feet at this 
ifland. 

The writer of Lord Anfon’s voyage relates, that they 
arrived at the ifland of Tinian or Bonarvifta, one of the 
Ladrone Iflands, which lies north of Guam, on the 
27th of Auguft, 1742, being fltuated in 15 deg. 8 min. 
north latitude, and 114 deg. 50 min. w'cft of Acapulco 
in America. This ifland is 1 2 miles in length, and iix 
in breadth, extending from the S/ S. W. to N. N. E. 
The foil is dry and Sndy, and the air healthful; the 
land rifes in gentle flopes from the fhore to the middle 
of the ifland, interrupted by valleys of-an eafydefeenr. 
The valleys and gradual fwcllings of the ground arc 
beautifully diverflned by the encroachments of woods 
and lawns; and the w^oods confift of tall fpreading 
trees, celebrated for their afped: or their fruit; the 
turf of the lawns clean and uniform, compofed of fine 
trefoil, intermixed with a variety of flowers; the woods, 
in many places, open, free from bufhes, and under¬ 
wood, ^fording moft elegant and entertaining prof- 
peds. 

'ITie cattle on this ifland were computed to amount 
to 10,000, (we fuppofc he means^horned cattle) all per- 
fcdly w'hite except their ears; befides which there were 
hogs and poultry without number. The cattle and 
fowls were fo fat, that the men could run them down, 
and were under no ncccflity of fliooting them. Their 
flcfli is w'cll tafted, and very eafy of digeftion. 

About the beginning of the prefent centuiy, tnis 
ifland w’as faid to contain at leaft 30,000 inhabitants, 
when a dreadful mortality raging among them> 
digious numbers died, and the calamity prevailing 
with equal violence in the iflands of Rota and Guam, 
the Spaniards obliged thofc that remained at Tinian m 
remove to Guam, in order to make good the deficienc) 
by the number of the fouls that had periflied in that 
ifland; fince which time, Tinian has been vvholly_^' 
inhabited. The ruins of the buildings in Tinian, 
of which are of a particular form, evince it to have be 
once a populous place. The ifland of Rota has 
thing in it that demands particular attention. 
produce is rice, which is cultivated by a few 
who live there undifturbed,butarcfubj.edt to thcSp^ui 
governor. ■ 

Though the other iflands are uninhabited, 
general exceeding fertile, the air good, and ^ ns - 
temperate. They alfo produce plenty of 
-but they are feldom villtcd, on account of the 
convenience ariling from the want of w'accr for anc 
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- • k more comiTiodio'JS in this pimticular, 
i>gc. ''TJlJ itTvcry unfafe from June to Oaobcr. 
tut cA.xn ther g jg„,|3cr. the 1 amar, one of Com- 
juthc .fitips, met with an accident that w-^ 

niodore By n futjf confcquenccs to two ^ her heft 
attended 'VI h t ^er boat on Ihore, when 

rcaiTicn;ihc e boat \yich 

the Turf ihti Y ^ ^he men were dallied againll 
near the ihore. and two of thern 
the fteep reft who were fix in number, with 

drowned : ana fufferingthe fame fate, by fwim- 

m^ihorL Ac^y being frequently repelled by the 
1 Twcll which prevailed at that tnne. 
unufualh'^ii illands have lately been difcovered to 
rfthrPhilippinesi Ind from them called 
‘'’‘=lfrPhil°ppines; of wtoh father Clan, in a letter 
fl Man ia (fnferted in the PhilofopMcal Tranfac- 
the following account: that he happening 
'/“te atthc town of Guivana, in the lOand of bamar, 
r nn nalafs or inhabitants of certain newly dif- 
^‘^^''irT^flands who were driven there by the eafterly 
rndf«th blr^v in thofe feaa from December to 
Mav They had run before the wind for 70 day^ to- 
,L according to their own relation, without being 
Seromake any land till they came in fight ofGuivam: 
they were 35 perfons, and embarked in two boats, with 

ihcfr wives and children, when they firft came out, but 
fcveral perilhed by the hardlhips they underwent in 
the voyage; they were under fuch a confternation when 
a man from Guivam attempted to come on board 
Aem chat all the people which were m one of the vciTcls, 
vith'their wives and children, jumped over board; 
however, they were at length perfuaded to ftecr into the 
harbour, and^ they landed the 28th of December, 1696- 
They cat cocoa-nuts and roots which were brought them 
very freely, but would not touch boiled rice, the com- 
mon food of the Afiatics. Two women, who had 
formerly been cart on ihore from the farne illands, w'crc 
their interpreters ; they related that their country con- 
fiftcd of 32 iflands, and by the form of their veflcls 
and fails their country feemed to be in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Mariana’s, or Ladrone Iflands; they re¬ 
lated that their country was exceeding populous, and 
that all the iflands are under the dominion of one king, 
who keeps his court in the ifland of Lamaree: the 
natives go half naked, and the men paint and ftain their 
bodies, making fevcral forts of figures upon them, but 
the women and children arc not painted ; the com¬ 
plexion and ihape of their face is much like thofe of 
the tawny Philippines or Malayes: the men wear only 
a cloth about their loins which covers their thighs, and 
another loofe about their bodies which they tie before. 
There is little difference betwixt the drefs of the men 
and women, but that the cloth which covers the wo¬ 
men hangs a little lower on their knees ; their language 
is different both from the people of the Philippines 
and the Ladrone Iflands, and comes nearefl: to that of 
the Arabs: the woman that feem moft: confidcrable 
among them, wear necklaces, bracelets, and rings of 
tortoifelhcll. They fublilled themfelves all the time 
they were at fea with the fifli they catched, in a kind 
of wicker batket with a great mouth, ending in a point, 
which they hauled after them; and their drink was 
rain water, which they happened to be fupplied with : 
they have no cows, or dogs, in their iflands, and they 
run away at the the light of the one, and the barking 
of the other; neither have they any horfes, deer, cats, 
or any four footed bcafls whatever; or any land fowls 
but hens, which they breed up, and never cat their eggs: 
they were furprized at the whitenefs of the Europeans, 
having never feen any people of this complexion, as 
they were at their manners or cufloms: it does not ap¬ 
pear that they have any religion, nor do they ufc any 
fet meals, but eat and drink whenever they are hungry 
or thirfty, and then but fparingly. They falute any one 
^^tn by the hand or foot, or gently ftroaking 
his fcfce: among their tools they have a faw made ot 
a arge flicll, ibarpened with a rtone, having no iron or 
other metals in their .country ; and were lurprifed to 
the many tools ufed in building a fhip. Their 


arms are lances or darts, headed with human bones and 
fharpened. They feem to be a people of much life and 
courage, but of a peaceful difpofition; and are well 
proportioned, but not of a large fizc; We now pro¬ 
ceed with the narrative of our vdyage* 

On Monday, the 30th of September, hfter having 
been at the ifland of Tinian nine weeks, we found out., 
lick pretty well recovered; and this day the tents were . 
ordered to be ftruck, and to be brought, with the forgd 
and oven on board the Ihips. We alio laid in two thoU^ 
fand cocoa-nuts, and a quantity of limes, for theufe of 
the feamcn, the Commodore having experienced thelii 
to be efficacious antidotes againft the feurvy. OnTuefr* 
day, the i ft of October, we weighed, and failed from.: 
Tinian and the reft of the Ladrone iflands. Having 
finilhed our bufinefs on w hich we were fent, by the dif- 
covery of thofe iflands in the South-Seas, according to 
our original deftination, we bent our thoughts to¬ 
wards returning home, and it w'as propofed, fliould w e 
be fo fortunate as to find the N. E. monfoon fet in, be-- 
fore we Ihould get the length of the Baftie iflands, tO: 
touch at Batavia, which our Commoderc preferred tO: 
any port of China for recruiting his fliips, he being de¬ 
terred from touching at the latter, and particularly at 
Canton, by the bafe and ungenerous ufage which Lord 
Anfon received there, after a voyage of much longer du¬ 
ration, and attended with a feries of the moft dreadful 

diftrciresandmisfortunes,thatcalledforpityandafliftahce- 

We had very little w ind this day and the next, till the 
evening, when it came to the w^eftwardand blcwfrcfti. 
OntJie'3rd, in the morning w'c ftood to the northward, 
and made the ifland of Aiiatacan, remarkably high, and 
the fiime that was firft fallen in with by Lord Anfon- 
On the loth, we obferved in latitude 18 deg. 33 mjii. 
north, and in 136 deg. 50 min. eaft longitude. On Fxi-^ 
day, the 18th, feveral land birds were feen about the 
fliips, which appeared to be very much tired: a very 
remarkable one W'as caught; it was about the frze of a 
goofe, and all over as white as fnow, except the. legs 
and beaks, which were black: the beak was curved, 
and of fo great a length and thicknefs, that itf' is not 
cafy to conceive how the mufcles of the iicck (which w»s 
about a foot long, and as fmall as that of a crane) could 
fupport it. We kept it alive about four months upon 
bifcuit and water, but it then died, apparently for want 
of nourifliment, being almoft as light as a bladder. It 
was very different from every fpecies of the toucan that 
is reprefented by Edwards; and, in the opinion of our 
Commodore, has nevet been deferibed. Thcfe birds 
appeared to have been blown off fomc ifland :to the 
northward, that is not laid down in the charts. On 
Tuefday the 22nd, at fix o’clock A. M. the northernmoft 
of the Baflie iflands, being Grafton’s, bore fouth, dif- 
tant fix leagues. We proceeded without touching at 
this place, which was propofed, and fleered weft ward 
again. By our reckoning, which however the experi¬ 
ence of Captain Gore has fince difproved, it lies in la¬ 
titude 21 deg. 8 min. north, and in 118 deg. 14 min. 
eaft longitude. The principal of thcfe iflands are five 
in number, but we were induced not to touch at any one 
of them, on account of the dangerous navigation fron> 
thence to the flraits of Banca. On the 24th, w'C w'crc 
in latitude 16 deg. 59 min. north, and 113 deg. i min. 
eaft longitude. We therefore kept a good look-out for 
the Triangles, which lie without the north end of the 
Prafll, an’Soccafion a moft dangerous flioal. On th6 
70th we found ourfelves in latitude 7 deg. 17 min. north, 
and in 104 deg. 21 min. eaft longitude. This'day we 
obferved feveral large bamboos floating about the ftiip. 

On Saturday the 2nd of November, we found by ob- 
fervation, our latitude to be 3 deg. 54 min. north, lon¬ 
gitude 103 deg. 20 min eaft; and on the 3td, We came 
m fight of the ifland of Pulo Timoan, bearing S. W^ 
by W. diftant about twelve leagues. On the 5th, wc 
anchored in a bay on the eaft fide of the ifland, in fixr 
teen fathoms water, and at about the diftartce of two 
miles from the Ihore. On Wednefday the 6th, we 
landed, in hopes of procuring frcfli provifions, but 
found the inhabitants, who are Malays, a furly iiffolent 
fet of people. On feeing us approach the fliore, they 
^ came 
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came down to the beach in great numbers, each man 
having a long knife in one hand, a fpcar headed with 
iron in the other, and a dagger by his- fide. Notwith- 
Handing thefe hoftile appearances, we landed, but could 
only purchafe about a dozen of fowls, a goat, and a kid; 
for w'hich we offered them knives, hatchets, bill-hooks, 
and the like, w hich they refufed with great contempt, 
and demanded rupees in payment. Having none of 
thefe pieces, wt w ere at a lols how to pay for what we 
had purchafed, but recollecbmg we had fome pocket 
handkerchiefs, they accepted of them, though they took 
only this beft. Thefe people are well itiade but fmall in 
ftature, and of a dark copper colour. There was 
among them an oldman,drefred fomcw hat in the fafliion 
pt the Perfians, but all the refl: were naked, except 
feme pieces of cbih, w^hich were faflencd with filvcr 
clafps round their \vaifts • and they wore kind of tur¬ 
bans, made up of hahdkerchiefs, upon their heads. 
We law not any of their women, whom they probably 
took care to keep out of our light. Their houfes are 
neatly built of flit bamboo, and raifed upon pillars 
about eight feet from the ground. I'heir boats are of 
an admirable good condruGlion, and fome of them of 
large dimenfions. In thefe they probably trade to Ma¬ 
lacca. This iOand is mountainous, woody, and pro¬ 
duces the cccoa-nut, and cabbage tree, in great abund- 
inclf; but the natives would not permit us to have any 
of their fruit. We faw alfo fome rice grounds; but 
W'hat may be the other prGdui6Horts of this ifland we 
cahnot fay. In the bay is excellent fifliing, though the 
fiirf runs very high. We hauled our feyne with great 
fuccels, but could eafily perceive that by lb doing we 
offended the inhabitants, who confidefed all the fifli 
about the ifland as their ow n property. Two fine ri¬ 
vers rlin into this bay, and the water is excellent; W'C 
filled as many cafks with it as loaded the boats twice. 
Some of the natives brought down to us an animal, 
which had the body of a hare and the legs Of a deer. 
One of our officers bought it; and we would have kept 
it alive, had it been in our power to have procured pro¬ 
per fulfenanct; but this being impofllble, it was killed, 
and "W’e found it excellent food. We flak! here only 
two nights and one day, and all the time, had the mold- 
viojent thunder, lightning, and rain we had ever known. 
This ifland of Pulo Timoin lies off the eaff ern coafl of 
the pcnihfula of Malacca, in latitude 3 deg. 12 min. 
north, longitude 105 deg. 40 min. eaff. Finding that 
nothing more w as to be procured at this place. 

Oh Thurfday the 7th, in the morning we fetfail, and 
after arriving in the latitude of Pulo Condone, w'e had 
nothing but tornados, and tempeffuous weather. On 
the loth* at feven o’clock A. M. the eaff end of 
Lihgen bore S. W. by W. diffant twelve leagues. At 
boon we anchored with the kedge in twenty fathoms- 
and at one o’clock P. M. w^e faw a fmall ifland, which 
bore S. W. half S. diffant ten leagues. On Monday the 
■I ith, we weighed, and, having made fail, we defoied 
fome fmall iflands, which we fuppofed to be Domines 
bearing W. half N. diffant feveh leagues. At noon by 
obfervation wc found our latitude ro be 18 min fourh 
On the 12th, at ten o’clock A. M. we faw a fmali 
Chincfejunk; andon the 13th, a fmall ifland. called 
^ ® clock, P. M. We cafne to an an¬ 

chor, and faw a fmall floop about four miles diftant 
from us, which hoiffed Dutch colours. In the night wc 
had violent rain with hard fqualls. On Thurfday the 
J4tb, we weighed, and at nine o’clock A. M. made 
fail. The vcflcl wc had fecn the day before ftill layi ng 
at anchor, we fent a boat with an officer to fpeak with 
.her: the officer was received on board with great civi¬ 
lity ; but was much furprized at finding, that he could 
not make himfelf underffood, for'the people on board 
were Malays, without a fingle white man among them; 
they made tea for our men immedrately, and in every 
refined behaved with great hofpitality. This vcflel was 
of a Angular form; her deck was of flit bamboo, and 
foe was ffeered, not by a rudder, but by tw'o lame pieces 
of timber, one upon each quarter. 1'his day the wind 
became more moderate and variable from N N W to ' 
W. S, W. On the 15th, we fet fail, and at tw^o o’clock ! 

4 


P. M. Monopin hill bore S. by E. diffant ten 1 ' 
having the appearance of a fmall ilknd. 

W. from the (even illands, .ind is diffant 
ven leagues, in the latitude of two dco-. fo^th 
thefevTn iflands we ffeeredS; W. by S?and 
faw the coart of Sumatra, bearing ffom W S ^ 
W. by N. diffant feven leagues. In the evening’ w * ^ 
chored; and on the 16th, at four A. M. we contmn 
courfe S. by E. till the peak of Monopin Hill bore 
and Batacarang Point, on the Suinatra fliorc S 
order to avoid a flioal called Frederick Hc’nclf ? 
which lies nearly midway between the Banca and*S 
matra Ihorc. Wc then ffeered E. S. E. and kept m‘L 
channel, to fliun the banks of Palainbam River, 
which lies oft' the w'eftermoff point of Banca! 
abreart of Palambam River wc regularly llioalcd ^ 
water, and when we had pafl'cd it, we deepened 
We held on our courfe E. S. E. between the third^aid 
fourth points of Sumatra, w hich are about ten icamiM 
diffant from each other. The high land of (keda 
Banca appeared over the third point of Sumatra, 
ing E. S. E. From the third point 10 the fccond, the 
courfe is S. E, by S. at the dillant of eleven leagues. 
The high land of Queda Banca, and the fecond point 
Sumatra bear E. N. E. and W. S. W. from each other. 
The ffrait is five leagues over, and the mid channel is 
twenty-four %>-hnms. At fix o'clock in the evening, 
we anchored; and at five in the morning on the 17th, 
we weighed, with a moderate gale at weft. On Tuef- 
day, the 19th, we met with an Englifli fnow, beloi^ing 
to the E^ff India Company, whofe Captain with ^reat 
gefieroiity, prefented our Commodore with a Ihcep, a 
dozen of fowls, and a turtle. This was a moll: accept¬ 
able prefent, for we had now nothing to cat but the 
fhip’s'provilions, which were become ver)' bad. Our 
beef and pork ftuhk intolerably, and our bread was rot¬ 
ten and full of w^orms. In the afternoon wc anchoredi 
and fent a boat to found for the ftioals w hich lie to the 
northward of Lafipara. which ifland bore from usS. 
E. by S. diftant fix leagues. On the 20th we workc 4 
between the Ihoals and the coaff of Sumatra, and hav- 
inggot through the ftnrff, well known to navigators, on 
the 27th, we ffeered between the iflands of Edam and 
Horn, and entered the road of Batavia, where wean* 
chored without the fliipping. 

On Wednefday the 28th, we moored nearer the town, 
and faluted the fort with eleven guns, which were re¬ 
turned. We here obferved, that,lince our leaving Eng¬ 
land, we had loft a day in our reckoning, by having 
ffeered weftwaid a year; fo that by the Dutch account 
this day was the 29th of November. We counted in 
this road more than one hundred fail great and fmall; 
among which was an Englifli ihip from Bombay, alfo 
the Falmouth man of war, which we found condemned 
and lying a Ihore, and all the men cleared for England, 
except the warrant officers, who were left here till the 
Lords of the Admiralty fliould think proper to recall 
them. A Dutch Commodore belonging to their com¬ 
pany is always ffationed here, who in the eyes ol his 
ccmhtryfricn is a perfon of very great confcquence. He 
thought fit to fend his cockfwain, a very dirty ra^cd 
fellow, w'ho afkcd the Commodore many impertinent 
queffions, as w'hencc we came, &c. at the. fame time 
pulling out a book, pen, and ink, in order to fetdown 
thejinfwcrs; but our gentlemen being impatient to fa'C 
him any more trouble, dd'ired him immediately to w 
over the fliip's tide, anci put off' his boat, with which he 
was gracioufly pleafed to comply. The Commodore 
went on fliore, and vifited the Dutch Governor at h<s 
country-houfe, by whom he was received with great 
litenefs, and cold, that he might take a houfe in any 
of the city, or be lodged at the hotel. Any inhabita 
of Batavia permitting a ffranger to fleep, though ha 
fora fingle night in his houfe, incurs a penalty 
dollars: the hotel being the only licenfed lodging^ 
houfe, the governor appoints the keeper of it, who'jf' 
at this time a Frenchman. This hotel is the 
perb building in the city, having more the air of a 
lace than an inn. During our ffay at this place, 'w 
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were Cuppijed with good greens, fruits of »U iiiniis, 


plcniy 
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- 7 Mh meat: uc took uHo on board a great 

pl,.„:y; the rate of five Ihillings a leager, 

quantit) ot * II i,,,||_ 

f tons buUt at K..mbay, «as,eu,.,fioyvd in 

he Dolphin, and payinghcr bottonKand lides 
ciulhing tn ^^1^^^ arrived here, we had not one 
"" ‘'/i In either Ihipsi but knowing Hatavia to be 
Inhealthv than any other part of the Haft Indies, 
"T« t rainVfeafon was at hand, and our men could 
andasti y^tjjvcrylow ^^as for thefc rea- 

CaVolvcd to make our (lay ^ Ihort as polfible : how- 
nrr wc had an opportunity ot enquiring into the Hate 
r rhis country, and we hope the following particular 
^ " '' what wc learnt will not be dilagfccable to our 


account of 

iflandonava, the capital whereof is Batavia, 
lies lix degrecs fouth of the line, and is divided from Su- 
matra. diSant therefrom five leagues, by the (baits of 
Siinda It isfuppofed to be 420 miles in length ex- 
tendincr almoft due eafi and well; but its brpdth, 
which Is hardly any where more than 150 miles, is dil- ‘ 
ferent in different places. On the north coafi: of Java 
arc fevcral good harbours, commodious creeks, and 
flourilhing towns, with many ifiands near the fliotc.. 
dliough java is fituated fo near the equator, few climates 
arc more temperate and healthful at particular Rafons, 
the caft and weft winds blowing all the year all along 
the Ihorc, bcfidcs the general land and fca-breczcs, bur : 
in the month of December the coall is very dangerous, ' 
on account of the violearc of the westerly winds. - 
In February the weather is changeable, with ftorms o( 
thunder and lightning: and in May the rains are foine- 
times fo violent, for three or four days together, that all 
the low countries are laid under water: one great con- 
\-cmcnce attends this difagrccable circumftancc, w hich 
is that of deftroying infinite broods of infects, that 
would otherwife deftroy the fruits of the earth. Their 
fugar and rice ripen in July and October, w hich months 
not only furniHithc inhabitants with all kinds of fruits, 
but wit^i every nccelfary and luxury of life. The land, 
which is very fertile about the fca-coaft, is finely diver- 
fificd with hills and vallcp, which, near Batavia, is 
highly improved by rich plantations, fpacious canals, 
and whatever can add to the charms of a country natu¬ 
rally plcafant and agreeable. But the Dutch have 
made a very inconfidcrablc progrefs in the cultivation 
of the country beyond the neighbourhood of that city, 
the entrance to the inland parts being -almoft every 
where obftruffted by impaflable forefts, orby mountains, 
whofe heads feem to touch the clouds. Java produces 
a great variety of fruit: there arc here cocoa trees in 
abundance; and in the plains is found a tree, whofe fruit 
is called jamboos, the juice whereof is ufed by the na^ 
lives as an infallible remedy againft the fiux, w hich often 
rages with great violence. The Indian forrcl, which 
has no rcfcmblance to that in England^ is eaten, by the 
inhabitants in large quantities with their falads, and its 
leaves mixed w ith faw-duftof fandal w'ood is ufed as a 
certain cure for the tooth-acii. Their fruits arc, in ge¬ 
neral, very rich, particularly their pompions, the inlidc 
of w hich arc red, and taftc not unlike our cherries. 

ith refpeetto their fliapc, they bear the neareft refem- 
hlanccto an orange, but arc of a much larger lize; a 
Imgle one fometimes weighing eight or ten pounds, 
f his fruit, if left on the tree, continues in pcrfciftion all 
the year round, and when gathered, w ill, w ith care, keep 
four or five months. Wc thought them fo excellent, 
that wc brought many of them to England. The 
o^ngo fmit riles from a w bite flow cr that grows on the 
inull tw igs of a tree, every way as large as our Englilh 
oaks. Pepper and coflcc alfo grow in the country, and 
at a injall diftance from Batavia are fevcral plantations 
ot lugar canes, from which is made a couliderablc 
quantity of fugar. What is here called the Indian 
^k, IS as durable as any that can be found in Europe, 
t e \^(i being of fuch a conliftcncci as to be proof 
and, what is more, againft the mice, 
P tch will gnaw a paflagc through almoft every" other 
tU leaves of this tree boiled in w;atcr, 

^nc half of them is confumed, jis, among the natives, 


•the general; remedy againft pleairiLes. J,n ll:ort we were 
n>ld, thatalinoft all lores of garden ftofl: thrive in Ba^ 
lavia, and that thofe brought not only frenv Surat aria 
Perfia, but from Europe, yield near that citv a great in- 
creal’e, fo that their kitchen gardens product peall* artd 
beans, vvith roots and herbs fuflicient tor the confuinp^ 
tion ot the inhabitant^; however rice is the only corn 
that grows in the illand. I'he woods and forefts df 
Java abound with a prodigious variety of wild b6aft^, 
as rhinocerofes, tygers, foxes; buifaloes, ■a])c9, wilCl 
horfes, jackals, and,-Crocodiles. 'Fhcir cows are nearR 
as large as oiirs in England, and have generally tw o or 
three calves at a time; their Ihcep are alfo nearly of tli> 
iizc of ours. 1‘hey have likcw'ile a prodigioiis number 
of hogs w hole flclli is eftcemed excellent, and far pre¬ 
ferable to liccf or mutton. Here arc a variety of fowls, 
parLicuIarly partridges, phealants, wood-pigcotis, wild 
peacocks, and bats fo large, that the body of one of 
themis a.'j big as that of a rat, and their wing.s when 
extended reach at Icaft three feet, from the extremity bf 
onb to that of the other. With rcfpevil to reptiles, they 
ha\t many that ate very pernicious, particularly fcor- 
pions, among which M t faw fevcral that weic at leaft a 
quarter of a,yard in length; but thofe of a fmallcr fizc 
are fo common, that it is hardly polTiblc to reihovc a 
clicft, a looking-glafs, br a large piblure, without find"* 
ing them, and being in danger of fuflefing by their 
fting. 1 jie fame crcatiirc fmothcred in Oil, and ap¬ 
plied; to the wound is a general remedy againft their 
pnifon. Btfidcs thefc, there are la great niimW of 
fnake$;of diifercnt lizcs,; from one foot in length to ten. 
Aniong a variety of valuable animals lircfuI to man, 
there .ire none niorc plentiful than fifh, of w'hich there 
;ajjc many kind:^, and very good, as allbagreat number 
of turtle. 

'Fhc ifland of Java was formerly divided into fevcral 
petty kingdoms; w hich arc at prefent (inited under -the 
jurifiiictipn of the king of Bantam,- who is in the pof-* 
Je.llion of the eallern part :of the ifland, as the Dutch 
are of thewcllern, and (bme parts of the coall; The 
natives of Java.arc, according to the Dutch, not only- 
proud beyond mcafure, but IkilJcd in all the arts of im- 
j>ofturc. I hcir faces are flat and of a brown caft, with 
fmall eyes, like ithcancient Chinefe, from whom they 
boaft their original defeent. The men, who are ftrong 
and well proportioned, wxar found their bodies a piece 
of calico, which among the more wealthy is flowered 
w ith gold. The women are in general fmall of ftature, 
and Ivdve a piece of calico, Which reaches from-their 
arm-pits to their knees. The principal parr of them', 
cfpccially thofe near the coall, arc Mahomedans, and 
the reft Pagans. In the weftern part of the ifland are 
many tow ns, and in the caftern, the cities of Balambuart 
and Mataram arc thofe in which the king of Bantarri 
iclides, who is ftiled the Emperor of Java. Batavia 
was formerly no more thanan open village inhabited by 
Pagans,a!uirurroundcd by a palifado of bamboos; but 
fince the Dutch have eftablillied a fcttlemcnt, it is be¬ 
come one of thefineft cities in the Indies. It lies in 5 
deg. 50 min. fouth latitude, and is watered by many 
fmall rivulets which unite into one flream, before they 
difeharge themfclvcs into the fca. The city is of a 
triangular tbrm, fortified with a ftone w'all that has 
twenty-tw o baftions, and four great gates’, tWo of which 
arc exceeding magnificent. The harbour is very c'apa- 
cious, being large enough to contain a tRotirahd vdfcls 
in pcrfcift Iccurity from the violence df the winds. It 
is (but up evOry night with a chain, through which no 
Ihip can pafs without pcrmilfion,and paying a fixed duty, 
to enforce which ordinances it guarded by a ftrong 
party of foldicrs. 'Fhe ftrccts run in right lines, and 
arc moft of them thirty feet broad, and paved with 
brick near the hou/es. Fiftccnof the tlrccts have ca¬ 
nals of water running through them, and over one of 
thofe canals are tour ftrong bridges, each confifting of 
four arches twelve feet broad j but in fhe city there arc 
fifty-fix bridges, bolides many draw-bridges without 
the walls. I’hc llrects arc fo crowded, that from four 
in the morning till late at night' it is difficult to pafs 
through them, on account of tltc concourfc of people 
3 R continuity 
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continually cn^gcd in bufmefs. Wc may obferve of 

the public buildings, that the Chincfe hofpltal is a 
neat ftrudure, fupported by a tax laid on marriages, 
burials, and public Ihews, as well as the voluntary con¬ 
tribution of the Chinefe-merchants. Jn the fame ftreet 
is a foundling-hofpital, and alfo a building, in which 
are lodged all the artizans in the Dutch Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany s fcrvice. The company have likewife a great 
rope-yard, that employs a confiderablc number of the 
jjoorcr fort of people, who w ork under the fliade of the 
nut-trees planted on each fide. To the weft end of 
this yard are the company’s warehoufes, for mace, 
cinnamon, cloves, and other commodities. In the 
caftic, which is of a quadrangular figure, built U|X)n a 
flat, are apartments for all the members of the council 
of the Indies. The palace is within the walls of the 
caftle^ and is appropriated to the ufe of the governor. 
It is built w'ith brick, but is extremely magnificent, 
and loftier than the other buildings of the city. On 
the top of the turret belonging to the palace, is placed 
an iron fhip curioufly wrought, for the purpofe of a 
weather cock, which is fo large that it may be fecn fome 
leagues out at fca. Round the city forts are eredted, 
.to protedt the inhabitants of the plain from the incur- 
fiojis of the original natives, who before they were 
eredled, frequently came down upon the people, and 
plun^red their plantations. Among the principal 
public buildings are a very handfbme rown-houfe; a 
Ipinhuys, or houfe of corredfion; alfb four or five 
churches for the Dutch Gilvanifts; bcfidcs a great 
number of religious ftruclures for the ufe of perfons of 
other religions. The garrifon confifts of foot; and 
there is a troop of horfe, as a guard for the company’s 
poflcfTions lodged in the city: thefe men arc of good 
ftature, and when drawn up in their uniform, make no 
def}3icablc appearance. 

*1 he inhabitants of Batavia arc a compound of various 
nations, among whom the Dutch arc the moft power¬ 
ful and wealthy. Next to thefe arc the Chinefe, who 
perhaps, the moft ingenious cheats in the world. 
They farm the excife and cuftoms, and indeed are fure 
to be concerned in every thing from which they have 
a chance of deriving the Icaft profit. They live under 
a governor of their own, and drefs in the fame manner 
as thofc in China ; but wear their hair long and neatly 
biaidcd, paying, in this laft circumftanGc,^o manner 
of regard to the Tartarian edids, which in China oblige 
the natives to cut off all their hair but one lock. It 
is remarkable that on the top of a mount of earth, un¬ 
derneath which lie the remains of one of their gover- 
nors, ftands a table, whereon is placed a cup, into which 
Chinefe fometimes put money and provifionsas an 
offering to the foul of the deccafed. I'his is lituated 
a grove, without one of the citv gates. 
The Mala^anSj who are the next in riches and trade to 
the Chinclc, alfo live under a governor of their own. 

I heir houfes are covered with leaves, and furrounded 
with cocoa-trees. Their drefs is the fame with the 
Chinefe, and they are generally chewing betel. The 
lyiardykcrs, or Topaffes, arc idolaters of various na¬ 
tions, who live both within and without the city and 
feem to be a people of eafy difpofition, who accom¬ 
modate themfclves without much difficulty, to the cuf¬ 
toms and manners of the people among whom they re- 
fide. 1 heir merchants carry on a confidcrable com • 
TTicrce : others of them arc of different trades, and par¬ 
ticularly excel in gardening. They drefs in much the 
fame manner as the Dutch, and their houfes are of 
ftone, well built, and covered with tiles. Befides thefe 
there are people of many other nations, all of whom’ 
have their diftcrent drefles, cuftoms, manners, and 
places of religious worftiip. So that the inhabitants 
ol this city make a more motly appearance than can be 
conceived by any who have not feen them. The roads 
^out the city, for many miles, are as good as any in 
li^ngland ; they are very broad, and by the fide of them 
rums a canal, fiiadcd with trees, which is navigable for 
velfe s ot a very large fize. On* the other fide of the 
canal arc gardens, and the country houfes of the citi- 
aens, (moft-of whom keep their carriages, it being 


almoft a difgrace to be feen on foot) where th - r 

as much of their time as poffiblc, the fituatio* 
lefs unwholcfome than the city, which is taf? 
fwamp j and the trees, though they havea pleaf! * 
pearance, muft undoubtedly prevent the noxious vf 
that are perpetually arifing, from being difnerfi f f 
obftruding the circulation of the air. Thus w h ^ 
given a particular account of every thing wc f 
Batavia worthy of obfervation; of wliich plac" k'* 
reader will find a ftill more circumftantial fuH^ ^ 
complete defeription, in the hiftory of Cant C 
firft voyage, page 82 of this work. We now prenyl' 
for our departure; and having fitted the Dolnh’ 
taken in our water, and a futficienc ftock of f 
provifions, together with a quantity of rice anti T 
rack, 

On Monday the loth of December, we weighed 
anchor, and fet fail with the Tamar in company 
falutcd, on our leaving the road, by the Englifli fliio 
‘ the Dutch Commodore and the fort. We palted b 
the Thoufand Iflands, which extend along the north! 
fide of Java, almoft tq the weft point of New Guinea" 
Commodore Roggewein failing through the midll df 
of them, and finding it impoffible to count them, mt 
them, we arc told, the general name of the Thouland 
Iflands. They are inhabited by a favage people of 
a black complexion, who are almoft naked, and chcle 
iflands are famous for producing a beautiful kind of 
bird, known among us by the name of the bird of 
paradife. We alfo paffed by a multitude of other fmall 
iflands, commonly called the Bed of Rofes. After 
which wc entered the Straits of Sunday, v hcrc the hnd 
on each fide is very high, both on the Ihore of the ifland 
of Sumatra, and that of Java, the pafiage between 
which conftitutes the Straits ofSunda. The land of 
the laft mentioned ifland is very irregular, and the in* 
habitants extremely poor. They trafficked with u3 
chiefly for old cloaths; and we had an opportunity of 
fupplying ourfcivcs with a great quantity of the fincit 
green turtle, fowls, and fruit of all kinds. The Com- 
modore bought for ro rixdollars, as nianv turtle as 
weighed upwards of 1000 pounds weight, part of 
which he gave to our fhip’s company, and alfo fent 
a part to that oi the Tamar. On the 14th, at feven in 
the evening, wc came to an anchor on the north-fidc 
of Prince’s Ifland, which lies within the fouth entrance 
of the ftraits, in order to recniit our wood and water. 
We found this ifland well ftocked with provifions of 
all kinds, and particularly fowls. The inhabitants arc 
to all appearance free from the dominion of the Dutch; 
though according to the accounts given by the natives, 
they often fall vieftims to their unprovoked cruelties, 
as they frequently feize them, and reduce them to the 
condition of flaves; and even fell them in the fame 
manner, as the negroes are purchafed on the coaft of 
Guinea. Wc lay oft' this ifland till the 19th, during 
which time, we repaired an inconfidcrable damage the 
Dolphin had fitftained, by having had fomc pieces of 
copper torn off the larboard bow, by the fmall bower 
anchor. This done, and having taken in as much 
wood and water as wc could ffow, wc weighed, and, 
working to the windward, before night got without 
Java Head. By this time a putrid fever raged among 
our crew, whereof three of our hands died, and many 
others lay in fo dangerous a condition that wc had little 
hopes of their recovery. On the 25th, being Chriftma?- 
day, our people were in high fpirits, and not a little 
troublefomc; but at this time wc had an accident 
which gave us fomc concern. William Walter, a 
quarter gunner, was fitting afleep with a pipe in hb 
mouth, and fell overboard; W'hcn, notvvithftatiding a” 
] 50 fliblc means were ufed to fave him, he vas never 
feen more. This unfortunate man was a very 
Teaman, and univerfaliy refpeded by the officers and all 
on board. 

On Monday the roth of Februarv, at * r) 
fix o'clock, A. M. wc came in fight of ' . 

the (^ft of Africa, in latitude 34 deg. 15 min. 
and in 21 dear. 45 min. eaft longitude. On the 
at three P. M. we made land to the eaft ward of 
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Commodore 

--T h„r had coirrary winds for fcveral days 

‘‘■''Sw'’ I->om hence the coaft lies W. N. W to the 
together, r 30 leagues. (>1 the 

‘-"f "(faffed between Penguin Illand and Green 
,3th, «e 1» a p to an anchor 

Bay, with a fretti ^le, wwking “ ^"f’^rd 
"’i i rlofe reefed main and top-fails, and there found 


Indiamcn, bound for 
"in’^his bay the S. E. wind blew fo ftrong, as 
,15 to lie with our yards and top-mafts ftruck; 

00? boats reached the Ihore, through the violence of the 
T which at particular times arc here fo great, as 
. r_ ,u^\r einrhnr.'j out to fea. On our 


tlivc mips from their anchors out to fea. 

the^bav we faluted the fort, which compliment 
^^ immediately returned ; and on Friday the 14th, the 
the governor, who fent his 
^rh and fix to the watcr-fide to receive him. The 
Q^e is a moft excellent place for (hips to touch at; 
ifk2i healthy climate, a fine country, and abounds with 
cfrelhmcnts of every kind The Company’s^rden is 
I dclic^htful fpot, and at the end of it is a paddock be.- 
loncrin'k to the governor, in which are kept a great 
number of Very curious animals ; among others were 
hrec fine oflriches. and fouf zebras of an uncommon 
kc The fquare, in which the old governor lives, is 
encompafled by many other grand building, befidcs 
what is appropriated to theufeof that great officer, who 
here appears with the dignity of a prince. Our Com¬ 
modore during hisftay, refided in ahoufc adjoining to 
the governor s, where he had a ccntinal always at the 
door and a ferjeant who attended him whenever he 
went abroad. In the middle of this fquare is a very 
fine fountain, which fupplics the greateft part of the 
town with water. The officers of both fhips refided 
chiefly at xMr. Prince's, and as for a long time we had 
enjoyed no recreation, we now fpent our time very 
agreeably. The people alfo on board had all leave to 
croon Ihore by turns, and they always contrived to get 
completely drunk with cape wine before they returned. 
This was chiefly owing to the civility of the inhabitants, 
whoas they depend on the foreign (hips who touch here, 
think it their intcreft to behave with good manners, 
and extraordinary complaifance to all ft rangers. During 
the time we continued at the Cape, which was three 
weeks, all on board both fliips were fupplied witli frelh 
mutton and beef; for proviiions arc lb cheap, that a 
fliccp may be bought tor a Spanifh dollar, which, when 
cleared of the offal, will W'eigh 50 or 60 pounds. 
Their tails, which are remarkably large, are chiefly 
xompofed of fat, which cats like marrow. Their (kins 
arc not covered with wool, as ours in England, but with 
a kind of down, intermixed with longhair. The bul¬ 
locks are large, and ufed for the moft part in teams, 
for which they are preferred to horfes ; eight or ten of 
them being harneftld together, and condudled by a 
ilave, who goes before to guide tlicm. The horfes are 
fmall, but very fpirited: and w'e were told an odd cir- 
cumllancc concerning them, which is, that they arc never 
k nown to lie down but when Tick, and that this is an 
intallibKi figfi by which their owners know when they 
arc out of order. 

^^'ith refpcCtto the country in general, it is fituated 
in 35 deg. of fouth latitude, and in a temperate climate, 
where the extremes of heat and cold are equally un¬ 
known. It abounds with the moft beautiful iandfeapes, 
the fkirts of the mountains being interfperfed with lofty 
groves of the fingft trcca, and the valleys and plains con- 
tift of delightful meadow lands, adorned with a variety 
of the moll beautiful flowers, that till the air with their 
fragrance. The land alfo produces the fineft vegetable 
produdions, and the richeft fruits, while moft of thofc 
brought from the Eaft and Weft Indies, flourifli here 

well as in their native foil. One of the moft beauri- 
|nl, and a native, is the aloe, of which arc many forts, 
not only in the gardens of the company, but in the 
clefts of the rocks, and, it is faid, that throughout the 
icar> one fort or other is conunually in bloom. ThcLidian 
go d-tree is likcwife a remarkable curiotity, havinggold- 
cvlourcd leaves fpccklcd with red, with fmall grccnith 


bloftbms. Here are alto numbers of quiiicc-trccs, whofc 
fruit is faid to be not only larger, but better than the 
quinces of any other country in the known world. The 
Dutch have difeovered feveral excellent niethods of 
prefervingthem, and not only make great quantities of 
marmalade for their ow n ufe, but fell it to the fhips 
that touch here for refrclhmcnts. No country abounds 
with a greater variety of animals. Among the wild 
beafts are the elephant, the rhinoceros, and the buffalo, 
with lions, tygers, leopards, woWes, wild dogs, porcu¬ 
pines, elks, harts, goats of various kinds, wild horfes, 
the zebra, and many others. Among the moft extraor¬ 
dinary of thefe is a fmall animal, fomewhat larger than 
a fquirrcl, with a head that has fome refemblance to 
tliat of a bear. It is called a rattle-moufc, from its 
frequently making a rattling noife with its tail. This 
is neither very hairy, nor vciy long. Its back is of a 
liver colour, and its iidcs nearly black. It purs like 
a cat, and lives for the mpft part on trees, leaping like 
a fquirrcl from one tree to another, feeding upon acorns, 
nuts, and the like. The feathered tribe are no Icfs ^ 
numerous; for belides many of thofc known in Europe, 
here are oftriches much larger than thofe we faw in the 
ftraits of Magellan, flamingoes, fpoon-bills, blue-birds, 

f recn-peaks, the long-tongue and many others. The 
amingo is larger than a fwan, and a very ftately bird. 
Both the head and neck are as white as fnow’, and the 
latter is confidcrably longer than that of a fwan. The 
bill is very broad, and black at the point, and the reft 
of it of a deep blue. The upper part of the wing- 
feathers arc of a flame colour, and the lower black; 
but the legs, which arc much longer than thofe of a 
ftork, are of an orange colour, and the feet refcmblc 
thofe of a goofe. Though th: y live upon fifti, their 
flcfti is both wholcfome, and well tafted. The green¬ 
peak is all over green, except two red fpots, one on its 
breaft, and another on its head, and is a very beautiful 
bird. In feeds on infeds, which it picks out of the 
bark of trees. The long-tongue is about the flze of 
a bull-finch, and his tongue is not only very long, but 
faid to be as hard as iron, and the end as fliarp as the 
point of a needle; this being a weapon given it by 
the author of nature for its prefervation. The feathers 
on the belly are yellow, and the reft fpccklcd. At the 
Cape are alfo many forts of excellent fifh, a confiderable 
number of which are common in Europe, and others 
peculiar to thefe feas. The reptiles and infeds are 
likewife extremely numerous, and among thefe are a 
variety of ferpents, fcorpions, and fome centipedes. 
Thus to counterbalance the advantage thi.\ country 
affords, from the abundance of ufcful animals, there are 
alfo thrown into the fcale many that are prejudicial and 
extremely dangerous; as if it was intended to flicw to 
man, that amidft the greateft bicffings and advantages 
beftowed on one of the moft enchanting fpots in 
the univerfe, it was neceffary to mix a certain pro¬ 
portion of evil, to reduce it more to a level with thofe 
countries that arc in fome refpeds lefs dcfirable. 

Both our fliip and the Tamar by this time had re¬ 
ceived a frefli fupply of wood, water, and all ncccflary 
ftores, and being completely fitted for failing to our 
native country, on Thurfday the 16th of March, our 
Commodore took leave of the good old governor, and 
the next day we got under way, and failed with a fine 
breeze at S. E. On Sunday the i6th, at fix o’clock, 
A. M. we faw the rocks off the ifland of Sc. Helena, 
bearing W. by N. diftant about eight leagues; and at 
noon, in 8 deg. 16 min. fouth latitude, we obfeiwed a 
ftrangc fail which hoifted French colours, but in the 
evening ran her out of fight. We purfued our courfe 
without any thing material occurring till die 20th, 
when we were alarmed by. the ftiip's running foul of a 
whale or grampus, on which flic ftruck her head, and 
then her larboard bow. This put the Commodore and 
officers in no fmall confternation, left the Dolphin 
fliould have fuffered from the violence of the iliock, 
as wc were at that time running at the race of fix knots 
an hour; however wc found the ffiock, though a rude 
one, attended with no bad confcqucnce. Wc perceived 
theVea near the place where the fliip ftruck. tinged 
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v ith blood, by which wc fiippofcd the whale was killed, 
or at lead deeply wounded. On Tuefday the 25th, we 
eroded the equator, in longitude 17 deg. 10 min. and 
tlie next morning Captain Gumming of the 'I'amar, 
made the fignal to bring to, and came on board the Dol¬ 
phin to inform the Commodore, that the rudder braces 
w cre broke from the dern-poft, whereby the rudder was 
rendered intirely ufclefs: upon which the Commodore 
fent his carpenter with affiftants on board the Tamar, 
w ho went to work upon a machine after the model of 
that w hich had been fixed to the Ipfw ich, and Grafton, 
each of which fliips, at different times, fleered home 
from Louilbourg by the help of fuch a fubftitute for a 
rudder. This machine was completed in about fix days, 
and received fome improvements from the ingenuity of 
the conftrudor: but it was thought better to fend the 
Tamar to Antigua, in order to refit; accordingly on the 
id of April, the Tamar parted company with the Dol¬ 
phin, fleering for the Caribbee iflands. In their paf- 
fage they found the difference of failing with the ma¬ 
chine, to be only about five miles in forty-eight hours. 
After the departure of the Tamar, which w^as the fiidl 
time of our being feparated w holly from her fince our 
leaving England, and in latitude 34 deg. north, longi¬ 
tude 35 deg. wefl, w'e had a moft violent gale oi' wind, 
which drove us to the northward of the wellern iflands, 
and into latitude 48 deg. north, longitude 14 deg. wefl. 
We came within two hundred leagues of the land, and 
fpoke with fcvcral fhips lately iVom England, who gave 
us very erroneous accouius of the bearing of the coafl. 
Wc had now a llrong eaflerly wind, which luficd feveral 
days, and the weather appeared to us piercing cold, 
from our having been, during fo long a time, ufed to a 
warm climate. However, we at lafi had a favourable 


wind, and on Thurfday, the 7th of May, feuv the i' 
of Scilly. On the 9th, in the morning, wc arriv 
the Downs, where we call anchor; havimr been^ '^ 
weeks running from the Cape of Good^^llope ""j 
fomcw'hat more than two and twenty months inth • 
cumnavigation of the globe. 

Thus ended a voyage, originally planned by his M 
jefly, George the Third, and which produced thedf 
covery of thofc iflands, that have lately engroflid t' 
attention of the public. We have endeavoured^o dcfcriU 
them, and our courfes with accuracy, and withtr^ 
anti authenticity, that mightjuflly be expccledfrom0^ 
w ho faw every thing of which we have given a deferb 
tion. By the affillance of divine providence, and the 
tendernefs of our excellent Commodore, incaufingthe 
crews to be ferved with portable foup, and with the 
greatefl humanity diflributing provifions to the fick 
from his ow'n table, that drcadiul difeafe the feurvy ^as 
rendered Icfs inveterate and fatal; and we loll, including 
thofc who.were drowned, a very inconfidcrable numb^ 
of men, a number fo inconfidcrable, that it is highJv 
probable, more of them would have died, inthccourfc 
of a year, had they (laid on fliore. From our arrival 
atSpithead, till our leaving the fhip in the river, no 
boats were fuffered to come on board us, nor any anfwlis 
to be given to enquirers, with refpeeff to who wc were 
or from what port we were come, fo that a variety of 
conjedures were formed as to our late voyage. .A.fter 
having waited a few days, each man, according to the 
promife of the Commodore, received double payforhli 
fervices, and had an opportunity of enjoying thofccom- 
forts, which w c, after an abfcnce of twenty-two months 
from pur nativ e country, might be fuppofed ardently to 
wilb for. 
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A NEW, ACCURATE, GENUINE, and COMPLETE HISTORY of 

A VOYAGE Round the WORLD, 

PERFORMED 

By Captain SAMUEL WALLIS, Efq. 

In his MAJESTY’S Ship the DOLPHIN; 

Having under his Command the Swallow Sloop and Prince Frederic Store-Ship, 
of which Mr. CARTERET and Lieutenant BRINE were appointed Mailers: 

UNDERTAKEN PARTICULARLY 

With a view to make Difeoveries in the SOUTH SEAS. 

\Yhicli remarkable circuit of the Globe was begun on Friday, the 22nd of August 1766, and 
completed on Friday the 20th of May 1768, containing a Period of 637 Days, and included 
in the Years 1766, 1767, and 1768. 


INTRODUCTION. 


N ever was there perhap.s colledlcd together in any 
language, a more copious fund of rational enter¬ 
tainment than will be found in this comprehenlive and 
complete work, of w hich the prefent voyage is a part. 
To trace the progrefs of the difeoveries that have fuc- 
qcllivclv* been made, in palling round the globe, muff 
fill the reader’s mind with fuch a variety of new* infor¬ 
mation, as caiuiot fail toraife his wonder, and entertain 
him with incxpreffiblc delight. In the courfe of this 
M'olk he is fal'cly conduded through regions that were 
•' - 2 


once thought inaccelTible, and made acquainted with 
countries altogether different from that whercia he 
dwells. Evciy page he reads will furniffi him with no¬ 
velties, and every voyage will bring him nearer to tn^ 
unknown country, in fcarch of which fo many able 
commanders have been fent in vain. Thedifeoveff 
the wellern Continent by Columbus, gave geography 
reafon to believe, that a like continent cxifted fo”^" 
where in the fouth. Without fuch an equipoife th*-) 
could not conceive how the globe could preferve its ba- 
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"^^ .gcllhacns, a Poriuguefe manner, was the firif 
'Hracicmpted to immortalizeh.s name by the d.fcovery 
wSed the (traits, that to this day bear his name and 
^ P J Pacific Ocean, where no European veirel had 
u (Le failed He difeovered the Ladrone and Phil- 
r'ine ifies ‘ and returned by the Cape of ( 3 ood Hope, 
Sgfurrounded the whole earth and proved to de- 
Sration, thefphencal figure of the globe. He was 
"a"' a by navigators of difierent nations, who, emu- 
Lt of his gloif. fought to purfue the track he had 
ainfvdout with better fuccefs; but the dangers they 
Countered, and the difaftei^ they met with rendered 
C difficulties that attended the profccution mfurmount- 
.ablei many periled, and thofc who furvived were glad 
mreturn homcaftcr a fruttlcfsfcarch. The ill fuccefs 
which attended thefe ftrft attempts threw a damp upon 
the enterprize, and it remained long unnoticed, except 
in the writings of the learned. Some French geogra¬ 
phers fully perfuaded of the reality offiich a continent, 
endeavoured, a few years ago, to revive in their coun- 
tnmen the fpirit of enterprize, with a view to. derive 
honour to their country, by compleating the difeovery; 
but the taftc for uncommon navigations among the French 
feemed intircly extina, and it was not till the Dolphin 
and Tamar had failed from England that they thought 

of renewing it. . u ur 4 o 

At this time, as wc have clfcwhcre obferved, our molt 
gracious Sovereign had formed the dcfign of diftin- 
guilhing himfclf by patronizing the profecution of new 
clifcovcrics in the unknown regions of the fouthern hc- 
mifphcrc; and furely nothing can more endear abritifli 
monarch to his maritime people, than a fteady perfe- 
reranee in this laudable refolution. The love of glory 
is a paflton natural to kings: the conquerors of the 
world arc placed before them as patterns, and they are 
encouraged by example to feck occafions for war to ac¬ 
quire a name.* But how' much more glorious is it to en¬ 
large the earth with a new region, than to triumph in 
thcconqucft of fomc rival ftate!—to extend protedion 
to a remote, and it may bea defcncelefs people, than to 
boaft of Icvcllmg fortrefles, and by a general carnage of 
friends and foes, become mailer of a few dcfolated 
towns, purchafed at an expcnce, a thoufand times 
greater than what is necelFary to infurc the fuccefs of 
of new difcovcrics. Can there be any comparifon be¬ 
tween the gloiy of a fucccfsful enterprize, founded on 
the laudable motives of dilTufing happinefs through re¬ 
gions, whofc inhabitants, for ought we know, arc yet 
immerfed in favage darknefs; and that of engaging in 
a hazardous war, by which millions of treafuremurt: be 
expended, and thoufands of lives facriliced? Is not the 
chance of fucceeding in the firft cafe much more proba¬ 
ble chan that of conquering in the other? And does not 
fuccefs in the difeovery of the long fought region pro- 
mife much greater advantage to a trading nation, than 
the conqucll of any part of the earth on this lide the 
globe ? Did not the little Phoenician ftate reap more glo¬ 
rious harveft from the difeoveries of its merchants, than 
Alexander could boaft from all his conquefts? Was it 
not the perfcverancc of the Princes Henry, John, and 
Fmanucl, in fupporting the expenccs of profccuting 
new difeoveries in the fifteenth century, that laid the 
foundation of the Portuguefc greatnefs, whofc territo¬ 
ries m Europe arc of no inconfidcrablc extent? But if 
the glory of ag;grandizing a ftate, and perpetuating a 
name to pollcrity, be the firft obje(ft of human ambi- 
‘on, where fliall we look for a monarch, w ho, after hav- 
ngfpread murder and dcfolation throughout the world, 
f cended to the grave with that heart-felt fatisfa<ft:ion, 
attended the Florentine merchant Amcricus Vef- 
P cius, when he faw all Europe agreeing, with onecon- 
name to more chan a third part of the 

^'•rrcllrial globe? 

firll which has attended his prefent Majefty’s 

k has voyages wc arc now relating, though 

rio extraordinary advantages to 
pcniate the funis expended in the profccution of 


them, yet it has been fuch as to open the way to new 
iflands, from w hofc inhabitants new arts may be learnt, 
and from whofe produdlions new acquificions mily be 
made, both to the vegetable and foflil kingdoms, by 
which the boundaries of fcicncc may be enlarged, and 
the gardens of the curious enriched-. Nor docs it afford 
a frnall fatisfaclion to inquifitivc minds to be made ac¬ 
quainted w'ich the genius, the arts, the variou.s purfuits, 
the cuftbms, the manners, the religious notions, the dif- 
tindlions of rank, and the fubordination that is to be 
met with among the people of various iflands and coun¬ 
tries, diftin< 5 l from each Other, and from us, in language, 
habits, learning, and ways of living. Who can read 
of the poverty and mifery of the wretched inhabitants 
of Terra del Fuego, w ho have nothing but the fkins of 
beafts thrown over them to defend them from the fevc- 
rity of the cold: natives of a moll horrid climate: not 
better provided with food chan with raiment: who can 
read the ftoryof thefe forlorn creatures, without lament¬ 
ing tlic condition of human beings, deftitute as thefe ap¬ 
pear to be, of cveiy comfort and convenience, and ex- 
pofed every moment to the piercing rigour of the cli- 
rnite, and the ftill feverer cravings of unfatisfied hunger I 
On the contrary, who can think of thefe, while, at the 
fame time, he is told of the plcafurablc lives of thofe 
happy illanders, in the new difeovered countries, w ho 
abound in flefli, fifli, and fruits, even to profufion, with¬ 
out admiring the ways of providence, that, for purpofes 
unknown to us, has fp unequally beftow ed its difpenfa- 
tions! In thefe voyages, w hen we read of men that eat 
men, not from hunger, but from favage ferocity, we 
ihudder to chink of the depravity of our nature, and 
arc convinced ot the neccfliry of bounding our paftions 
by wholcfomc law's, and of corrcdling the irregularities 
of ourapperites by the reftraints of religion. 

The variety of incidents that happened to our navi¬ 
gators, and in the courfe of their voyages, w hen hifto- 
rically recited, aftbrd a peculiar kind of entertainment, 
not to be met with in other produblions of a dift'crcnc 
kind. The many lingular adventures, unforefeen dan¬ 
gers, and providential efcapes, that every ftiip expe¬ 
rienced in palling round the globe, can only be con¬ 
ceived by thofe who read, and believed by thofe who have 
feen the wonders of the deep. Nothing can excite or 
gratify curiofity more than relations of marvellous events 
that happen in fucceffion, and in circumftances equally 
critical and important. There is not an object that pre- 
fents itfelf either by fea or land, but affords fome degree 
of ufe and fpcculation. The fifti that fwim about the 
ftiip, and the fowls that prefent themfelves in theocean, 
arc indications by which the (kilful mariner avails him; 
fclf, either to guard againft the ftorm, or to prepare 
land; and our readers, as circumftances arife, eirFcr 
ftiarcs his danger, or partakes of his refrcftiiucnt^ Wc 
arc now preparing for them new fubjeCts of entertain¬ 
ment; and being about topafs again through the ftraits 
of Magellan, into the vaft Pacific Ocean or South Sea, 
it may not be amifs to olfer a remark on this immenfe 
body of water. It extends from the weftern coalls of 
North and South America, to the eaftern ftiores of 
China, Tartary and Japan. From its moft weftern 
boundary between Peru and Chili, to its moft eaftern 
point at Cochin-China, it very near rolls over an extent 
of 180 degrees of longitude; and it is now fup- 
pofed, by the moll accurate inveftigation that human 
Ikill and fpirit will ever make, to reach quite to the 
South-Pole, and may polTibly be as extenlive towards the 
North; fo that this fea may be faid to embrace, wirhin 
five degrees, an entire hcmifphcre of the globe of the 
world; to explore which, in a certain track, is the objccl 
of the voyage, undertaken by Captain Samuel Wallis. 
The hiftory of this we ftiall now prefent to the view of 
our numerous fubferibers, only obferving that Captain 
Wallis in this circumnavigation of the globe, directed 
hiscourfc more weftwardly than any former navigator 
within the tropics. 
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CHAP. I. 

Pr^^pardHms for this ^joy age, htfru^ions, ^c,-.—Names ofih^Jhips and commanders—Circmnjlances previous to thdr ffir 
failfrom Plymouth—Pcijfage from thence to the coafi of Patagonia—Captain Byrons account of the gigantic natrca 
frmedy with fome additional circumflances—Phe three Jbips continue their courfe P^rough the Straits of Magellai^m 
namaiive of the Patagonians concluded—A particular and minute defcription of the coajl on each fide the Straiu^^ 
places m which the Jbips anchored during their paffagCy with an account (f thejhoals and rocks that lie near them. 


A.D. 1766. the prefcnt honourable Ad- 

I V V miral Byron, then Commodore, 
returned from his voyage round the world, Captain 
Samuel Wallis, Efq. was immediately appointed to the 
command of the Dolphin, in order to make another 
circuit ofthe globe, but particularly with a view to dif- 
covcries in the Pacific Ocean, having the Swallow, a 
Hoop, mounting i4 guns, appointed to accompany him, 
the command of which was given to Mr. Carteret, a 
lieutenant under Commodore Byron, and who on his 
return was advanced to the rank of a marter and com¬ 
mander. His complement was one lieutenant, 22 petty 
officers, and 90 feamen. The prince Frederic Itorc- 
Ihip, was likewife put under Captain Wallis’s com¬ 
mand, whole mailer was lieutenant Brine. 

On the 19th of June, Captain Wallis, having received 
his commiilion, wxnt on board the Dolphin, and the 
fame day hoilled the broad pendant, and began to enter 
feamen; but agreeable to his orders, he took no boys 
either for himfclf or any of his officers. The Dolphin 
being now fitted for her intended voyage, the. articles 
of war, and the adl of parliament were read on board. 
On the 26th of July, llie failed dowm the river, and on 
Saturday the i6th of Augull, at eight o’clock, A. M. 
anchored in Plymouth Sound. On Tuefday the 19th, 
Captain Wallis received his failing orders, with inflruc- 
tions relpecling the Swallow Sloop, and the Prince Fre¬ 
derick ftorelhip; and this day w'c took on board 3000 
weight of portable Ibup, and a bale of cork jackets. 
Every part of the Ihip was filled with llores of various 
kinds, even to the lleerage and llate room; and an ex¬ 
traordinary quantity of medicines being provided by 
the furgeon, which confilled of three large boxes, and 
thefe were put into the Captain’s cabbin. 

On Friday the 22nd, at four o'clock, A. M. the 
Dolphin, (on board of which was our journalill) de¬ 
parted from Plymouth, in company with the Swallow 
and Prince Frederick; and too loon, to our mortifica¬ 
tion, we found the Swallow' to be a very iieavy failoi-. 

On Sunday the 7 th of September, we had a view of 
the ifland of Porto Santo, due weft, and near noon 
cUj^j in light of the call end of the ifland of Madeira. 
.^;&e we ran between this and the Deferters, and at 
fix anchored in Madeira Roa*, about a mile from the 
Ihore, in 24 fathoms water, with a muddy bottom. 
About eight the Swallow and Prince Frederick came 
alfo to an anchor. next morning we faluted the 

governor with 13 guns, and the compliment was re¬ 
turned with an equal number. We failed fijom hence 
on the 12th, after having taken in beef* wine, and a 
large quantity of onions, as fca-ftores. On the i6th, 
when off the ifland of Palma, failing at the rate of eight 
miles an hour, the wind fuddcnly died away, and for two 
minutes the vcflel had no motion, though we were at 
lea ft four leagues diftant from the fliore; and we found 
the ftiip 15 miles to the fouthward of her reckoning. 
Saturday the 20th, we caught eight bonettas, out of a 
great number which furrounded the Ihip, and this day 
\vc faw two herons flying to the caftward. The Swallow 
parted from us in the night, between the 2ift and 22nd, 
and on Tuefday the 23rd, at noon, the neareft land of 
the ifland of Bonavifta bore from S. to W. S. W. and 
the eaft-end bore at the fame time weft, diftant two 
leagues. We now thought it neceflary to found, and 
bad only 15 fathoms, rocky ground ; at the fame time 
we perceived a great rippling, occafioned, as w'e fup- 
pofed, by a reef; alfo breakers without us, diftant about 
one league in the direeflion ofS. E. We (leered between 
the rippling and the breakers, and the Prince Frede¬ 
rick paired very near the laft, in the S. E. but had no 
foundings; yet thefe breakers are thought to be dan¬ 


gerous. On Wednefday the 24th, at fix o’clock \ m 
theifleof May bore W. S. W. diftant fix leagues - anli 
foon after our confort, the Swallow, joined^onioa”^ 
again. At ten o’clock the weft end of the ifland f 
May, one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, bore north, dif 
tant five miles ; and at noon the foiiih end of St* 
JagG bore S. W. by \V. diftant four leases. Between 
thefe two places we found a current, Getting to the fouth¬ 
ward, at the rate of 20 miles in 24 hours. At near four 
o'clock, P. M. we call anchor in Port Praya, in com¬ 
pany with the Swallow, and Prince Frederick, in eipht 
fathoms water, upon fandy ground. During the night 
we had much rain and lightning. On the 25th, wc 
obtained leave from, the commanding officer at cheVon, 
to get water and other neceflaries. This being the lickly 
feaibnat this place, and the rains fo great as to render 
it exceeding difficult to get any thing down from the 
country to the Ihips ; the final 1-pox being alfo at this 
time cpidemio; the Captain detained every man on 
board who had not had that contagious diflemper. 
However, we caught abundance of iifli, and .pro. 
cured a fupply of water, and feme cattle from the ifland. 
Wc alfo tbund large quantities of wild puiflain, whith 
was very refrclhing, either raw as a fallad, or boiled in 
our broth w iih peafe. 

On Saturday tlve 28th, wc put to fea, and at about fix 
o’clock, P. M. the peak of Terra del Fuego bore 
W. N. W. diftant 12 leagues. In the night wc law very 
plainly the burning mountain. Tins day Captain 
Wallis ordered every man to be furnilhed with hook 
and line, that he might fupply himfclf with lifli; and 
likew ife to prevent infcclion, commanded that no man 
Ihoujd keep his fifli longer than 24 hours; for the Cap¬ 
tain had obferved that not only llale, but even dried 
fifli, had tainted the internal air of the 111 ip, and made 
the people lickly. 

On Wednefday the i ft of Oilober, we loft the true 
trade wind, and had variable gales. We were, now in 
latitude 10 deg. 37 min. north.. On the 3rd, we found 
a current run S. by E. at the rate of lix fathoms an 
hour, and Oil the 7th, the lliip was 19 miles fouthward 
of her reckoning. On Monday the 2orh, the crews of 
the three lliips were ferved with oil, all the butter and 
cheefe being confumed; and orders were ilTued, that, 
during the remainder of the voyage, they Ihould 
ferved with vinegar and milliard onc^ a tbrtnight- 
the 22nd wc judged wx were within 60 degrees of kuidj 
from the light of a prodigious number of fca-fowb, 
among which was a man of war bird. This day "C 
crofted the Equinoctial Line, in longitude 23 
40 min. weft from London. On Friday the 24th, otuCt^ 
were given for ferving our fl.ip'a company with brano}» 
and the wine was rel'crvcd for fuch as might be lid^ 
On the 27fh, the Prince Frederick fpranga leak, ano 
her crew were at this time fofickly, through the fati^^ 
of pumping, and the badnefs of their provifions,^ tliat 
Lieutenant Brine, her commander, was apprehcnlivc0 
not being able to keep company much longer, unic^ 
fomc allillancc could be given him. 
therefore fent a cai*pcnter and fix failors on board, ^ 
had it not in his power to fupply her with bctici 
vilions. As the carpenter found he could do litik i 
wards flopping the leak, the Dolphin and Swallow 
pleated their provilions from the ftorc fliip> and 
board her empty oil-jars, ftevves and iron-hoops. 
Saturday the 8th of November, we were in 
25 deg. 52 min. fouth, and in 39 deg. 38 
longitude from London; and on the 9th, 
great number of albatrolfes, we founded 
tathoms of line, but had no ground. On the 
though the fummer feafon in thefe climates, 
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-ru. «v.*irher fo very cold, as to be obliged to have 

found jackets. On Wednefday the 19th, 

recourfe “ ° . p jy! faw a meteor of a very ex- 

nfdbiary appearance, in the N. E. which flew off m 
traoraina^ t p amazmg rapidity : 

an horizon • j pregrefs, and left behind it a 

“ fcht that The deck was not lefs illu- 

trainof j, no-^n day. On the 2iff, we were by 

SrSion'in ‘latitude 37 deg- 4 ° nun. fouth, and in 

Mdce 24 min. weftiongitudc from London. On the 

5 * .&* A . KtaiPQ Tpflls. fnioes. olovcrs, and < thcr 


Our found- 


5ind we'faw whales, feals, fnipes, plovers, 
birds 1 with a great number of butterfiies. 
inns continued from 40 to 70 fathorns. . . 1 

t)n Monday the 8th of December, at fix o clock, 
A M we deferied land, having the appearance of many 
taill 'iOands. At noon in latitude 47 deg. 16 mm. 
fou‘th,and in 64 cleg. 58 mm. sveft longitude, it bore 
l-“ W by S. to S. S. W. diftant eight leagues. At 
eight o'clock, P. M. the Tower Rock, at Port pclire, 
hore S W by W. diftant about three leagues. At nine 
Penguin Ifland bore S. W. by W. half W. diftant two 
Jeagucs, and on the 9th, the fame illand, at noon, in 
hmude 48 deg. 56 min. fouth, and in 65 deg. 6 min. 
weft longitude, bore S. by E. diftant 19 leagues. We 
remarked this day, that the fca appeared coloured by 
thevaft quantity of red ftirimps that furrounded the 
Ihip. The next day, at noon, 'Wood’s Mount, near 
ihc entrance of St. Julian’s, bore S. W. by W. diftant 
three or four leagues, and our foundings were from 40 
to 45 fathcins. On the nth, wc obferved in latitude 
CO deg. 48 min. fouth, and in 67 deg. 10 min. weft 
longitude, when Penguin Iftand bore N. N. E. diftant 
5ti. leagues. On Saturday the J3th, in latitude 50 deg. 
34 min. fouth, longitude 68 deg. 15 min. vyeft, we were 
not more than two leagues diftant from the extreams 
of the land. We found Cape Bcachy Head, the 
northermoft cape, to lie in.latitude 50 deg. 16 min. 
fouth, and Cape Fairw'eather, the fouthermoft cape, in 
latitude 50 deg. 50 min. fouth. On the 14th, wc were 
by obfervation in latitude 50 deg. 52 min. fouth, and 
in 68 deg. 10 min. weft longitude from London, at 
which time we were fix leagues from the ftiore, and the 
extreams of th^ land were from N. W. to W..S. W. 
Penguin Jlland bore north 35 deg. eaft, diftant 68 
leagues. On the 15th, at eight o’clock, the entrance of 
the river St. Croix bore S. W. half W. and the extreams 
of the land S. by E. to N. by E. At eight o’clock, 
A. M. wc were two leagues from the land. 1 ‘hat on 
the north fliore is high, and appears in three capes; but 
on the fouth fhore ic is low' and flat. We had 20 
fathoms quite crofs the opening of the river, the dif- 
tance from point to point being about feven miles; and 
afterwards keeping at the diftance of about four miles 
Irom each cape, we had from 22 to 24 fathoms. Cape 
f airweathcr, at feven in the evening, bore S. W. half S. 
diftant four leagues. We flood olf and on all night, 
and had from 30 to 22 fathoms water. 

On Tuefday the i6rth, at noon, we obferved in lati¬ 
tude 51 deg. 52 min. fouth, and in 68 deg. weft longi¬ 
tude. At one o’clock we were about two leagues from 
the ftiore. At four. Cape Virgin Mary bore S. E. by 
S. diftant four leagues. At eight in the evening, we 
wxTe very near the cape, and before nine anchored in a 
bay clofc under the fouth-fide of the cape, in 10 fathoms 
^ater, bottom gravelly. Soon after the Swallow and 
Prince Frederick came to an anchor between us and the 
cape, which bore N. by W. half W. and a low fandy 
pumt like Dungenefs S. by W. From the cape was a 
Ihoal, CO the diftance of about half a league, which 
niay be eaftly known by the weeds that arc upon it. 
I his day w’e faw feveral men riding on the ihore, who 
jiiadc figns for us to land. Accordingly the next day, 
cing the 17th, Captain Wallis ordered the lignal for 
the boats belonging to the Swallow and Prince Frede¬ 
rick to come on board, and in the mean time wc hoifted 
out our own. We had obferved the natives to remain 
oppoluc the Dolphin all night, ftiouting alpud, and 
'ceping up large fires. Our boats being all manned 
? ^rmed, and having with us a party of marines, 
ut fix o’clock we reached the beach, the Captain 
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having left orders with the maftcr to bring the Ihip’s 

fide to bear upon the landing place, and to keep the 
guns loaded with found fhot. Cap:ain Wallis wirh^ 
Mr. Gumming and fcvcral officers now landed-; the 
marines were then drawn up, and the boats were 
brought to a grapling near the ftiore. The Captain 
having made figns for the Indians to fit dow n, he dif- 
tributed among them combs, buttons, knives, feiftars, 
beads, and other toys. The women were particularly 
pleafcd by a prefent of fome ribbons. He then in^ 
timated that he fhould be glad to accept fomc guanL 
cocs and oftriches, in exchange for bill-hooks and 
hatchets, which i^cre produced, but tliey were cither' 
really or dcfignedly ignorant of his meaning. Captain 
Wallis meafured feveVal of thofe Indians; among whom 
the talleft was fix feet feven inclics ; others were one and 
two inches Ihorter; but the general height was from 
five feet ten to fix feet. They are mu feu la rand well 
made, but their hands and feet very fimll in propor^ 
tion to the reft: of their bodies. They arc clothed 
with the Ikins of the guanico, few'cd together into pieces 
about lix feet long, and five wide: thcle are wrapped 
round the body, and faftened by a girdle, with the 
hairy-fide inwards. The guanico is an animal, that 
in fize, make, and colour, refembles a deer ; but it has 
a hump on its back, and no horns. Some of theft? 
people wore a fquarc piece of cloth, made of the hair of 
the guanico, .md a hole being cut to admit the head 
through, it reached down to the knees. They have alfo 
a kind of bulkin from the middle of the leg to the inllcpi 
which is conveyed under the heel, but the reif of the 
feet is bare. 'Fhcir ftrait and coarfe hair is tied back 
with a cotton firing; and their complexion is a dark 
copper, lioth thchorfes and dogs which we faw, were 
of a Spanifh breed. The horfes appeared to be about 
14 hands high. Both fexes rode affridc ; but the mey 
were furnilhed with wooden fpiirs. Some of thefe had 
their arms painted; the faces of fomc were varioufly 
marked ; and others had the left eye cnclofcd by a 
painted circle of a red colour. The eye-lids of all the 
young women were painted black. They had each a 
miflilc weapon of a lingular kind tucked into the gir¬ 
dle. It Gonfifted of two round ftoncs covered with 
leather, each weighing about a pound, and faftened to 
the two ends of a filing about eight feet long. This 
i.s uled as a lling, one ftone being kept in the hand, and 
the other whirled round the head, till it is ftippofcd to 
have acquired fuflicient power, and then it is difeharged 
at the objed:, or any mark they wifti to hit. They 
likewifc catch guanicoes and oftriches by means of this 
cord, which is thrown fo, that the weight twifts round, 
and hampers the legs of the intended prey. They arc 
fo expert at the management of this double-headed 
fliot, as our Captain called it, that they will hit a mark, 
not bigger than a Hulling, with both the ftones, at the 
diftance of 15 yards. I he language of thefe people is 
quite unintelligible. 1 hey w'erc indeed often heard to 
repeat the word Ca-pi^ta-ne, on which they were fuc- 
celfivcly addrellcd in Portuguefe, Spanifti, Dutch, and 
French ; but they had no knowledge of cither of thofe 
languages. When they ftiook hands w ith any of the 
crew, they always faid chevow ; and they were amaz¬ 
ingly ready at learning Englilh words, and pronouncing 
the fentenefe ** Englilhmen come on ftiorc/' with great 
facility. During our flay on ftiore wc faw them eat 
fome of their fielh meat raw, particularly the paunch of 
an oftrich, without any other preparation or cleaning 
than juft turning it infide out. and lhaking it. We 
obferved among them feveral beads, fuch as we gave 
them, and two pieces of red baize, which wefuppofed 
had been left there, or in the neighbouring countrv^, 
by Commodore Byron. One man among them had a 
large pair of fuch fpurs as arc worn in Spain, brafs 
ftirrups, and a Spanilh feimeter, without a fcabbaid ; 
but notwithftanding thefe diftiniftions, he did not ap¬ 
pear to have any authority over the reft. The women 
had no fpurs. As above 100 of the natives feemed de- 
firous to vifit the (hip, Captain Wallis took eight of 
them into the boats. Thefe jumped in with the joy 
and alacrity of children going to a fair, and having no 
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intention of mifebief againft us, had not the lead riifpi- 
cion that we intendctl any mifehief againft them. In 
the boat theyfung fevcral of their country fongs, expref- 
live of their joy; but when they came into the Ihip, 
they expreiTcd no kind of fiirprize, which the multipli¬ 
city of objedls, to them equally ftrange and novel, that 
at once prefented themfelves, might be fuppofed to 
excite. When introduced into the cabbin, they loo'kcd 
about with a ftupid indifference, till a looking-glafs, 
which drew their attention, afforded them and us much 
diverfion: they advanced, retreated, and played a thou fand 
antic tricksbeforeit, talkingwith carneftncfs,and laugh¬ 
ing immoderately. For their entertainment, wefurniflied 
a table with beef, pork, bifeuit, and other articles of the 
fliip’s provifions: they eat whatever was fet before them, 
but would drink nothing but water. When they were 
ponduded to fee the fliip, they looked, with much atten¬ 
tion,, at the animals we bad on board as live flock : 
they examined the hogs and (heep, and were delighted 
exceedingly with the Guinea hens and turkeys. One 
of theiTi making figns that he fliould be glad of fome 
cloaths, the Captain gave him a pair of flioes and 
buckles, and prefented the reft with a little bag each, 
in which he put new fix-pcnccs and half-pence, w'ith a 
ribband paffed through a hole in them, to hang round 
their necks ; the remaining contents of the bag were, 
a looking-glafs, a comb, fome beads, a knife, a pair of 
feiffars, tw ine, and a few flips of cloth. Wc oftcred 
them fome leaves of tobacco, rolled up into what are 
called fegars, and they fmoaked a few moments, but 
did not feem to like it. The marines being cxercifed 
before them, they feemed terrified at the firing of the 
mufqucts; and one of them, falling down, Unit'his 
eyes, and lay motionlcfs, as if to intimate, that he knew 
the deftruclivc nature of thofe fire-arms, and their fatal 
effects. The reft feeing our people merry, and finding 
themfelves unhurt, foon refumed their chccrfulncfs, and 
heard the fecond and third volley fired without much 
emotion ; but the old man continued proftratc upon 
the deck fome time, and never recovered his fpirits 
till the firing was over. It was with much difficulty wc 
got rid of thefe inoffenfive vifiters. At noon, the tide 
being out. Captain Wallis gave them to underftand by 
figns, that the fhip was proceeding farther, and that 
they muft return on Ihore: this we loon perceived they 
were unwilling to do ; however, all except the old man, 
and one more, were got into the boat; but thefe flop¬ 
ped at the gangway, where the old man turned about, 
and went aft to the companion ladder: here he Hood 
fome time without fpeaking a word: he now uttered 
what wc fuppofed to be a prayer; for he many times 
lifted up his hands and eyes to the heavens, and fpokc 
in a manner and tone very different from w’hat we had 
obferved in the converfation of his countrymen. His 
oraifon Iccmed to be rather fung than faid, and we 
found it impoffible to diflinguilh one word from ano¬ 
ther. When the Captain intimated that it was time 
for him to go into the boat, he looked up at the fun, 
then moved his hand round to the wcllern horizon, 
paufed, laughed, and pointed to the Ihore, by w hich 
imions, wc eafily underftood, that he petitioned to ftay 
on board till evening; and wc took no little pains to 
convince him, that we could not continue fo long upon 
that part of the coaft. At length, however, we prevailed 
upon him to go over the fhip’s fide with his companion, 
and as foon as the boat put off, they all began to fing, 
not ccafing till they reached the lliorc, where many of 
their companions preffed eagerly to be taken into the 
boat, and were highly affronted at being refufed. Be¬ 
fore our departure we founded the fhoal, that runs out 
t'rom the point, and found it about three miles broad 
from N. to 3 l and to avoid the fame it is ncceffary to 
keep four miles oft'the Cape, in 13 fathoms water. The 
fignal was now made for w'cighing, and at the fame 
time the Swallow received orders to lead, and the Prince 
Frederick to bring up the rear. The wind being 
againft us, and blowing frefh, we turned into the Strait 
of Magellan, with the flood tide, between Cape Virgin 
Mary and the Sandy Point that rcfembles Dungenefs. 
At the diftance of two leagues, weft of Dungenefs, w c 
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fell in with a fhoal, upon which, at half flood 
but feven fiithoms water. Between eight inf 
o’clock in the evening, wc cajiic to an anchor 
league from the ftiorc, m 20 fathom, with a m Ta 
bottom: Cape Virgin Marv bearing N £ hv R ?• 
F. Point Poflellion W. half S. diftant'five L 
When abreaft of the Sandy Point, wc faw many 
on horfcback hunting the guanicoes, which ran 
country with prodigious fwiftnefs. The natives liri,! j 
fires oppolitc the ftiips, and about 4(30 of them w k 
their horfes feeding near them, were Obferved cncam^S 
ilia fine green valley. The guanicoes were purfuedh 
the hunters, with flings in their hands ready for 
caft; but not one of them was taken while they wer 
within the reach of our fight. This being the foot 
where Commodore Byron faw the Patagonians L 
the 18th, a party with fome officers were fent towards 
the fliorc, but with orders not to land, as the Ihips were 
too far off to affift them in cafe of neceffity. When 
they came near the land, many of the natives flocked 
to fee them, among whom were women and children 
and fome of the very men wc had fecn in the morning 
of the preceding day. Thefe waded towards the boat 
frequently calling out, « Englifliraen come on fhorc/’ 
and were with difficulty reflraincd from getting into the 
boat, when they found our people would not land. 
Some bread, tobacco, and toys were diftributed among 
them, but not an article of provifions could beob. 
tained in return. We had got under fail about fix- 
o’clock, .A. M. and at noon there being little wind, and 
the ebb running with great force, the Swallow, whoMas 
a-hcad, made the fignal and came to an anchor; upon 
which we did the fame, and fo did the ftorc-fhip which 
was a-flcrn. 

On Friday the iptli, at fix o’clock, A. M. wc 
weighed, the Swallow being a-hcad, and at noon wc 
anchored in Pofl'eflion Bay, having 12 fathoms water, 
bottom a clean fand. Point Polfellion bore call diflan: 


three leagues: the Afles Ears weft; and the entrance 
of the Narrows S. W. half W. Upon the point we faw 
a great number of Indians, and at night, large fires on 
the Ihore of Terra del Fuego. From this day to the 
22nd, we made but little way, having ftrong gales and 
heavy feas. We now anchored in 18 fathoms, muddy 
bottom. The AfTes Ears bore N. W. by W. half W. 
Point PofTefTion N. F, by E. and the point of the Nar¬ 
rows, on the fouth-fidc, S. S. W. diftant nearly four 
leagues. In this fituation, we found, by obfervation, 
our latitude to be 52 deg. 30 niin. fouth, and our longi¬ 
tude 70 deg. 20 min weft. On the 23rd, wc got under 
Wr-ay and made fail, but the tide was fo ftrong, that the 
Swallow was fet one way, the Dolphin another, and the 
Prince Frederick a third. . We had a frelh breeze, 
nevcrthclefs not one of the vcffels would anlVcr her 
helm. However we entered the firft narrow; and at 
fix o'clock in the evening, wc anchored on the fouth- 
ftiorc, the Swallow' on the north, and the ftore-fliip not 
a cable’s length from a fand-bank, about two miles to 
the caftward. The flrait here is only a league wide, 
and, at midnight, the tide being flack, we weighed and 
towed the fliip^'through. On Wednefday the 24th, wc 
fleered from the firft narrow to the fccx)nd, S. W. and, 
at eight, A. M. wc anchored two leagues from the fliorc, 
Cape (Jregory bearing W. half N. and Sweepflak^ 
Foreland S. W. half W. On Thurfday the 25th, wc 
failed through the fecond narrow. In our ruiubrougb 
this part of the flrait we had 12 fathoms within hall a 
mile of the fliorc. At five o’clock in the evening, 
Dolphin fuddcnly fhoalcd from 17 to 5 fathoms,St' 
Bartholomew's Ifiand then bearing S. half VV. 
four miles, and Elizabeth’s Ifland, S. S. W. half 
diftant fix miles. The weather being tempeftuous and 
rainy, at eight o’clock in the evening, we caft anchor- 
under Elizabeth’s Ifland;. whereon wc found grca| 
quantities of wild celery, which being boiled 
portable foup and \Uiear, the crews breakfafted on i* 
every morning for fcveral days. On this ifland wo ol> 
ferved fevcral huts, and places where fires had be^ 
ccntly made, but none of the natives. We allh ^ 
two dogs, and frefli fliells of mufcles and limpets 
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—The wigwams confided of young trees, 

"Sh being flwrpcnea at one end, and thruft into *e 
^ in fuel! a manner as to form a circle, the other 
k"wcre brought to meet, and faftened together at 
enus many high mountains, which, 

u M^rthe midftof fummer in this part of the world, 
Sfheirfummits covered with fnow; but about three 
nJrrs of their height they were covered with wood, and 
Pu lu'ith herbage, except where the fnow was not yet 
^^red On Friday the 26th, at two o’clock, A. M. 

weighed ; and at five, being midway betw^een Eli- 
^beth’s IQand, and St. George’s, we (truck the ground, 
the next cad had no bottom with 20 fathoms. 1 he 
Prince Frederick, who was about half a league to the 
f hward of us, had for a confiderable time not feven 
fathoms* the Swallow which was two or three miles to 
the fouthward had deep water, for (he kept near St. 
forge’s Ifland. We think it is fafed to run down from 
the north-end of Elizabeth’s Kland, about two or three 
miles from the (hore, and fo on all the way to Port 
Famine. At noon, being three miles from the north- 
Ihorc, we found by obfervation our latitude to be 53 deg. 
12 min. fouth, longitude 71 deg. 20 min. wed, from 
London. About four o’clock, we anchored in Port 
Famine Bay, and with all the boats out, towed in the 
Swallow and Store-lhip. On the 27th, the fick were 
fent on (hore, where a tent was ered:cd for their recep¬ 
tion, as was another for the accoiilmodation of the 
fail-'makcrs, and thofe who landed to get wood. This 
day, the weather being fqually, we warped the fliip far¬ 
ther into the harbour, and moored her with a cable each 
way in nine fathoms. Cape St. Anne now bore.N. E. 
by E. didant one mile, and Sedger River S. half W. 
On Sunday the 28th, all the fails were unbent and fent 
on (liore to be repaired; the empty ca(ks were alfo 
landed, with the coopers to trim them, and ten men 
towafli and fill them. Wc alfo hauled the (einc, and 
caught plenty of filh refembling mullets, but the flclh 
was very foft; and among others were fmclts, fome of 
which weighed a pound and a half, and were 20 inches 
long. Indeed all the time of our (lay at this place, we 
aught filh enough to furnifli one meal a day both for 
the fick and the healthy: we gathered alfo great plenty 
of celery, and pea-tops, which w'erc boiled with the 
pcafeand portable foup: bcfidcs thefe wc found fruit 
that refcmbles cranberries, and the leaves of a (hrub 
fomewhat like our thorn, which were remarkably four. 
When wc arrived here, many of our people had the 
fcurvytoa great degree; but by the plentiful ufe of 
vegetables, and bathing in the fea, within a fortnight 
there was not a fcorbutic perfon in either of the (hips. 
Their recovciy alfo was greatly promoted by the land 
iir, and by bcingobliged towafh their apparel, and keep 
iheir perfons clean. All hands were now employed in 
repairing the (liip and making her ready for the fea. 
lo this end the forge was fet up on (hore ; and in the 
meantime a confiderable quantity of wood was cut, and 
put on board the ftore-(hip ; and thoufands of young 
trees were carefully taken up with the mould about 
them, to be carried to Falkland’s ((lands, which pro¬ 
duce no timber. The Prince Frederick received orders 
to deliver thefe to the commanding officer at Port 
^%mont, and to fail to that place with the firft fair 
Wind. * 


A. D. 176-7. Wednefday the 14th of January, the 
- ' maflcr of the cutter, which was vidfualed 

or a week, was font to look out for anchoring places 
on the north-lliorc of the ftrait; and this day we got 
our people and tents on board, having taken in 75 
of water, and 12 months ofprovifions for ourfelvcs, 
months for the Swallow, from on board the 
L the maflcr of our cutter rc- 

Diar nn account, that he had found anchoring 

Prince Frederick failed for 
sTfiands. The maflcr reported, that between 
3t fb "4 Cape Forward, he had been on (hore 

of wn!vf Vr’herc was good anchorage, and plenty 
oferank^ • efofo to the beach, with abundance 

ercar n celery: that he had alfo foen a 

No. currant bullies full of fruit, and a 


variety of beautiful (lirubs in full blolfom, befidcs great 
plenty of winter’s bark, a grateful fpicc, which w’e have 
already particularly deferibed. On Sunday the 18th, 
at five o’clock, A. M. we failed; and at noon, obforved 
in latitude 54 deg. 3 min. fouth; here wc found the 
flrait to be two leagues wide. On the 19th, we came 
to an anchor, half a mile from the (hore, near Cape 
Holland, oppofite a current of frcfli water, that falls 
rapidly from the mountains. Cape Holland bore 
W. S. W. half W, diftant two miles; Cape Forward 
call; and by obfervation our latitude was 53 deg. 
38 min. fouth. As a more convenient anchoring place, 
and better adapted for procuring w'ood and water, had 
been difeovered, we made fail on the 22nd, and at 
nine in the evening, being about two miles diftant from 
the (hore, Cape Gallant bore W. half N. diftant two 
leagues; Cape Holland E. by N. fix leagues ; and Ru¬ 
pert’s I Hand W. S. W. At this place the ftrait is not 
more than five miles over. 

On Friday the 23rd, w-e came to an anchor in a bay 
near Cape Gallant, in 10 fathoms w'ater, a muddy bot¬ 
tom. The boats being fent out to found found good 
anchorage every where, except within two cables length 
S. W. of the Ihip, where it was coral, and deepened to 
16 fathoms. In this (ituation the eaft point of Cape 
Gallant bore S. W. by W. one fourth W. the extreme 
point of the eaftermoft land E. byS. a point making 
the mouth of a river N. by W. and the white parch on 
Charles’s Kland S. W. We now examined the bay and 
a large lagoon. The lad was the moft commodious 
harbour we had yet foen, having five fiithom at the 
entrance, and four to five in the middle. It is capable 
of receiving a great number of vclfols, had three large 
frclh water rivers, and plenty of wood and celery. We 
had here a feinc fpoiled, by being entangled with the 
wood that lies funk at the mouth of the rivers; but 
though we caught not much fifli, we had wild ducks 
in fuch numbers as to afford us a very fcafonable re¬ 
lief. Near this place arc very high mountains, one of 
which was climbed by the mafter of our cutter, with 
the hope of getting a view of the South Sea ; but, being 
difappointed in his expedation, he ereded a pyramid, 
and having written the fiiip’s name, and the date of the 
year, he Idt the fame, w'ith a (hilling, within the ftriic- 
ture. On the 24th, in the morning, wc examined 
Cordcs Bay, which we found much inferior to that in 
W'hich the (hips lay, the entrance being rocky, and 
the ground within it foul. It had, it is true, a more 
fpacious lagoon, but the mouth of it was very 
narrow^ and barred by a (hoal, whereon was not fuf- 
ficient depth of water for a (liip of burden to float. 
Here we faw an animal that refemblcd an afs ; as fwift 
as a deer, and had a cloven hoof. This was the firft 
animal we had foen in this ftrait, except at the entrance, 
where w*e found the guanicoes, and two dogs. The 
circumjacent country has a dreary and forbidding 
afped. The mountains on both Tides arc of a ftiipend- 
ous height; whofo lowcr parts are covered with trees, 
above which a fpace is occupied by weathered (lirubs; 
higher up arc fragments of broken rocks and heaps of 
fnow; and the tops arc totally rude, naked, and dcfolatc. 
To fee their fummits towering above the clouds in vaft 
crags, that are piled upon each other, affords to a fpec- 
tator the idea, that they are the ruins of nature, devoted 
to everlafting fterility and defolation. This day we 
founded about the Royal Iflands, but found no bottom; 
wherever wc came to an opening, w’e found a rapid tide 
fet through ; and they cannot be approached by ftiip- 
ping without the moft imminent danger. And here., 
for the information of future navigators, w'e would ob- 
ferve, that in a run through this part of the ftrait, they 
(hould keep the north-fhore clofe on board all the way^ 
and not venture more than a mile fiom it till the RSyal 
Ifiands are paffed. Through the whole day the cur¬ 
rent fets cafterly, and the indraught fliould by all means 
be avoided. 

On Tuefday the 27th, weighed with all expedi¬ 
tion, and departed from Cape Gallant Road, which 
lies in 53 deg. $0 min. fouth latitude. At noon oh the 
28th, the weft-point bore W. N. W. half a mile dif- 
3 T taut. 
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tant. At two o’clock, the wcfl: point bore cafl:, diftant 
three leagues, and York Point W. N. W. diftant five 
leagues. At five, wc opened York Road, the point 
bearing N. W. diftant half a mile; at which time the 
Dolphin was taken a-back, and a ftrong current with a 
heavy Iquall drove usfofar to leeward, that it was with 
great dilBculty we got into Elizabeth’s Bay, and an¬ 
chored in 12 fathoms water, near a river. The Swallow 
being at anchor oft' the point of the bay, and very near 
the rocks, Captain Wallis ordered out all the boats with 
anchors and haufers to her affiftance, rind fhc was hap¬ 
pily warped to windward into good anchorage. At 
this time York Point bore W. by N. A ftioal with 
weeds upon it, at the diftance of a cable’s length, W. N. 
W. Point Paffage S. Ei half E. diftant half a mile; 
a rock near Rupert’s Kle S. half E. and a rivulet on the 
bay N. E. by E. diftant about three cables length. 
Having this day at fun-fet feen a great fmoke on the 
fouthern fliore, and on Prince Rupert’s Ifland, early in 
the morning of the 29th, the boats were fent on fhore 
for water. Our people had no fooncr landed, than 
fevcral of the natives came oft' to them in three canoes; 
and having advanced towards the failors, made figns of 
friendftiip, which being anfwered to their fatisfadion, 
they hallooed, and our men fliouted in return. When 
the Indians drew near th y w'ere eating the flefh of 
feals raw, and were covered with the Ikins, which ftank 
intolerably. 1 hey had bows, arrows, and javelins, the 
two laft of which were pointed w'ith flint. Thcfe peo¬ 
ple were of a middling ftature, the talleft of them not 
exceeding five feet inches. Their complexion was 
of a deep copper colour. Three of them being ad¬ 
mitted on board the Dolphin, they devoured whatever 
food was offered them ; but like the Patagonians would 
only drink water: like them too, they were highly di¬ 
verted with a looking glafs, in which they at firft ftafed 
with aftonilhment; but having become a little more 
familiar with it, they fmiled at its clfed; and finding a 
correfponding finile from the image in the glafs, they 
" burft into immoderate fits of laughter. The Captain 
going on ftiore with them, prefented fome trinkets to 
their wives and children, and received in return fome 
of their weapons, and pieces of mundic, of the kind 
found in the tin mines of Cornwall. The fails of the 
canoes belonging to thcfe Indians were made of the feal 
fkin. To kindle a fire they ftrike a pebble againft a 
piece of mundic, holding under it, to catch the fparks, 
fome mofs or down, mixed with a whitifli earth, which 
takes fire like tinder: they then take fome dry grafs, 
and putting the lighted mofs into it, wave it to and fro, 
and in a minute it blazes. When they left us, they 
ftecred for the fouthern Ihorc, where we faw many of 
their huts; and we remarked, that not one of them 
looked behind, either at us or the ftiip, fo little im- 
preftion had the curiofities they had feen made upon 
their minds. As this feems to be the moft dreary and 
inhofpitable country in the world, not excepting the 
word parts of Sweden and Norway, fo the natives feem 
to be the lowed and moft deplorable of all human bc- 
ittgs. Their perfed indift'erence to every thing they 
fiiw, which marked the difparity betw'een our date and 
their owm, though it may preferve them from the regret 
and anguilh of unfatisfied defires, feems, notwithftand- 
ing, to imply adefed in their nature; for thofe who 
are fatisfied w ith the gratifications of a brute, can have 
little pretenfion to the prerogatives of men. Thefe 
Indians when they gave to the gentlemen of our ftiip 
fcveral pieces of mundic, intimated, that this fubftance 
was found in the mountains, and Captain Wallis is of 
opinion, that not only mines of tin, but more valuable 
metals arc fubfifting there. 

On Tuefday the 3rd of February, we weighed, and, 
in a fudden fquall, were taken a-back, fo that both ftiips 
were in the moft imminent danger of being driven 
alhorc on a reef of rocks; the wind, however, fuddenly 
ihifting, we got off without much damage. At five 
o’clock, P. M, we anchored in York Road, Cape Quod 
now bore W. half a diftant fix leagues; York Point 
E. S. E. diftant one mile; Bachelor’s River N. N. W. 
three fourths of a mile; the entrance of jerom’s Sound 
3 ^ 


N. W. by W. and a fmall iftand, on the fourh n. 
W. by S. In the evening we faw five Indian 
come out of Bachelor’s River, and go up Jerom’s 
Having font out the boats, in the morning of th 
we were informed dn their return, that there was^ 
anchorage within Jerom’^ Sound, and all thew^avth^h^ 
from the lliip's ftatiort; ag likewife at feveral nj 
under the iftands on the fouth-ftiore; but the fore 
uncertainty of the tides, and the heavy gufts 
that came oft' the high lands, rendered thefe fituati^*'° 

unfafe. Thisday CaptainWallisw’entupBachelor'sRh^ 

and found a bar at the mouth of it, which, at certain tinT’ 
of the tide muft be dangerous. We hauled the fcii^ 
but the w eeds and flumps of trees prevented our catch’ 
ing any fifti. When aftiore, we faw many wimim* 
and fevcral dogs, which animals ran away the moment 
they were noticed. Wc gathered mufcles, limpets 
fea-eggs, celery, and nettles in abundance. Wc aifd 
faw fome oftriches, but they w^ere beyond the reach of 
our pieces. Three miles up the river, on the weft-fide 
between tw'O mountains of a ftupendous height, one of 
which has received the name of Mount Mifc’ry, is j 
catarad, which has a very ftriking appearance. It is 
precipitated down an elevation of above 400 yards; half 
way over a very fteep declivity, and the other half is a 
perpendicular fall: the found of which is not left awfiJ 
chan the fight. On Saturday the 14th, at ten o’clock, 
A. M. wc weighed, foon after the current fee thelhip 
towards Bachelor’s River; we put her in flays, and while 
(he w^as coming about, w'hich file was fome time in 
doing, we drove over a ftioal, where wc had little more 
than 16 feet water, with rocky ground. Our danger 
was great, for the Dolphin drew 16 feet nine inches aft, 
and 15 feet one inch forw'ard; but when the Ihip 
gathered way, w^e fortunately deepened into three 
tachoins; and in a very fhort time, w^e got into deep 
w'ater. We continued plying to windw^ard till four 
o’clock, P. M. when perceiving we had loft ground, wc 
returned to our laft ftation, and again came to an anchor 
in York Road. 

On Tuefday the 17th, at five o’clock, A. M. wc fee 
fail, but notwdthftanding we had a fine breeze at weft, 
the fhip was carried by a current with great violence, 
towards the fouth fiiorc: the boats were all towing 
a-hcad, the fails unfilled, yet we drove fo clofetoihe 
rocks, that we were fcldom farther than a (hip’s length 
from them, and the oars of the boats were frequently 
entangled in the weeds. In this manner we were hur¬ 
ried along for near an hour, in momentary expectation 
of being daflied to pieces. All our efforts being in- 
eft'eclual, we religned ourfelves to our fate, and waited 
the event in a ftate of fufpence very little ftiortof def- 
pair, but Providence interpofed for our prefeiw'ation; 
for at length we opened St. David's Sound, when, coi> 
trary to our cxpedlations, a current rulhed out of it, and 
fet us into mid-channel. The Swallow knew nothing 
of our unhappy fituation, being all the time on the 
north fhore. Wc now fent our boats in fearch of an 
anchoring place, and our people returned with the 
agreeable intelligence, that they had found a convenient 
one in a fmall Bay, to which the Captain gave the name 
of Butler’s Bay, it having been difeovered by Mr* 
Butler, one of our mates. Wc ran in with the tide 
which fet faft to the weftward, and anchored in 10 
fathoms water; but the Swallow caft anchor in 11 *^“ 
Bay, at about fix miles diftance. Butler’s Bay Iks 
the weft of Rider’s, on the fouth-ftiore of the 
which is here about two miles wide. The extreams 0 
the bay from W. by N. to N. half W. are about one 
fourth of a mileafunder. A fmall rivulet bore S. n* 
W. and Cape Quod north, at the diftance of 
miles. We kept this ftation till Friday the 20 > 
when wc encountered a moft violent ftorm, 
with hail and rain, which increafed till the 
the fea breaking over the fore-caftle upon the qn^ 
deck. We made ufe of every expedient in 
to keep the (hip fteady, and as the cables did 
part, wc were again wonderfully preferved, which, c 
lidering the narrownefs of the ftrait, and the Pn\ann^^ 

of the bay in which we were ftationed, xnight m 
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—-: r humsn wifdom be thought impoffible: 

judgment c» not have run out 

lor not having room to bring the Ihip up 

with a f»''> * anchor, we mud without divine aid have 
m o"cccs n a few minuter, and under fuch 
'^^""‘‘tnc“it is highly probable, that every foul 
circumtonera t j^hed. By eight o'clock 

iv-nimr the gale became, more moderate, and 
^ dc^eafed during the night. On the aift, 

the fatisfadion to find that our cable was found, 
h,. fcK were much rubbed by the rocks, /^rs 
*^'rhe Sallow, the ftorm had little affeacd her; but 
Havs before fhc had very near been loft by the ra- 

nfrhe tide in puftiing through the iftands. An 
aCtion had been ^ade fn her^rudder. neverthelefs 
fhc aeered and worked fo ill, that it was apprehended 
ftc could not fafely be brought to an anchor again 
Her commander was of opinion, that Ihe could be of 
Zf little fervice to the expedition and therefore re- 
Sed of Captain Wallis to dircdl what he thought 
S for the fervicc. The captain returned for anfwer 
« 'fhat as the Lords of the Admiralty had appointed 
her CO accompany the Dolphin, file muft continue to do 
it as long as it was ponible; that as her condition ren¬ 
dered her a bad failer, he would wait her time, and at¬ 
tend her motions; and that if any difafler lliould happen 
to cither of us, the other Ihould be ready to attord lucli 
alTiltancc as might be in her power." In this bay we 
remained eight days, taking in wood and water, and 
repairing the little damage we had fullaincd in the late 
ftorm. We caught fifli of various kinds, among v\ hich 
were mufclcs near fix inches long; alfo a fine firm red 
fifli, not unlike a gurnet, moft of which were from 
four to five pounds weight. The mountains in this 
neighbourhood have a moft rugged and defiilate ap¬ 
pearance ; but their height could not be afccrtained, 
their heads being loll in the clouds; and fome of them, 
on the fouthem fhorc, were fo naked, as not to have 
upon them a fingle blade of grafs. Our mafter having 
been fent out in fearch of anchorage, landed upon a 
large ifland on the north-fide of Snow Sound, and being 
almoft periflicd with cold, the firft thing he did was to 
make a large fire with fbme trees which he found upon 
the fpot. He then climbed one of the rocky mountains, 
with Mr. Pickerfgill a midfliipman, and one of the 
feamen, in order to take a view of the flrait, and the 
difmal regions that furround it. He obferved the 
entrance of the found to be full as broad as fcveral parts 
of the ftrait, and to grow but very little narrower on 
Terra del Fuego fide. The country on the fouth, he 
faid, was more dreary and horrid than any he had yet 
fecn: the mountains hid their heads in the clouds; 
i^hile the valleys were equally barren, being intirely 
covered with fnow, except where it had been walhcd 
away, or converted into ice; and even thefe bald patches 
were as deftitutc of verdure as the rocks between which 


they lay. 

Sunday the iff of March, at four o’clock, A. M. our 
companion, the Swallow, was fecn under fail, on the 
north fhore of Cape Quod. At feven we fet fail, and 
flood out of Butler’s Bay; and at noon fent the boats 
to feck for anchorage on the north fhore. Cape 
Notch now bore W. by N. half N. diftant four leagues, 
and Cape Quod E. half N. diftant three leagues. 
At three o’clock, P. M. we anchored in a fmall bay, 
which w'e named Lion’s Cove, on account of a fteep 
rocky mountain, the top whereof rcfemblcs the head of 
a lion. On the 2nd, wc made fail again, and at five in 
t^hc evening came to anchor in Good Luck Bay, in 28 
fathoms water. A rocky ifland, at the weftern extre- 
Jtiity of the bay, bore N. W. by W. about a cable’s 
kngth and a half from the Dolphin; and a low point 
which forms the caftern extremity of the bay, bore 
L S. E. diftant one mile. In the interval between 
wis point and the ftiip are many fhoals; and two rocks 
^ the bottom of the bay, the largeft of which bore 
E. by N. the fmalleft N. by E. From thefe rocks, 
“ioals run out to the S. E. which may be known by the 
that are upon them. Cape Notch bore from us 
* by S. half W. diftant one league. In the interme¬ 


diate fpace is a large lagoon, but, the wind blow ing hard 
all the time of pur laying here, w'e could not found it. 
Having moored, wc fent two boats to affift the Swallow, 
by which flic was. towed into a fmall bay, where, as,the 
wind was foutherly, and blew’ frefli, llie was in gjrcat 
danger, for the cove was expofed to S. E. winds, 
and was alfo full of rocks. On the four following days 
we encountered fiich terrible w'cather, that we had no 
other profpecT: before us than that of immediate def- 
tfuclion: and our feamen W'cre fo prcpoirdfed with the 
notion, that the Swallow could not ride out the ftorm, 
that they even imagined they faw fome of her hands 
coming over the rocks towards them. The llorm at 
length fubfided, and the gale became more moderate on 
Saturday the 7th; we therefore at four o'clock, A. M. 
fent a boat to enquire after the Swallow, who in the 
afternoon returned with the welcome new s that the fliip 
was fafe; but the fatigue of the people had been in¬ 
credible, the w hole crew having been upon the deck 
near three days and three nights. The gufts returned 
at midnight, though not with equal violence, but at¬ 
tended with hail, fleet, and fnow. On the 8th, Captain 
Wallis ordered up, the weather being extremely cold, 
and the crews never dry, 11 bales of the thick woollen 
ftuff, called fear-nought, and employed all the taylors 
to make them into jackets, of which every man in the 
Dolphin had one. Seven bales of the fame cloth were 
alfo fent on board the Swallow, which made eveiy man 
on board a jacket of the fame kind. Three bales of 
finer cloth were cut up for the officers of both fliips, 
which were very acceptable. On Sunday the 15th, 
feeing the Swallow under fail, w'e fent off our launch, 
whereby flic was towed into a very good harbour on the 
fouth ftiore, oppofitc to where we lay. The favourable 
account wc received of this harbour dctciynined us to 
depart from Good Luck Bay, and wc thought ourfelvcs 
happy when wc got fafe out of it. W’hcn abreaft of the 
place where the Swallow lay at anchor, we fired fevcral 
guns, as lignals for her boars to affift us, and in a fliort 
time the mafter came on board, and piloted us to a very 
commodious ftarion, where we call anchor in 28 fathoms, 
bottom muddy. This bay, which we called Sw^allow 
Harbour, is ftieltercd from all winds, and excellent in 
every rel'pccl. There are two narrow channels into it, 
but neither of them dangerous. 

On Monday the i6th, at nine o’clock, A. M. w'e 
weighed, and took the Swallow in tow. At five, P. M. 
being little wind, we caft her oft'. At nine we had 
frefti gales, and at midnight Cape Upright boreS. S. W. 
half W. On the 17th, by the advice of Captain Car¬ 
teret, we bore aw'ay for Upright Bay, and, he being ac¬ 
quainted with the place, the Swallow was ordered to 
lead. At eleven o’clock wc opened a large lagoon, and 
by means of a current, which fet ftrongly into it, the 
Swallow was driven among the breakers clofe upon the 
lec-fhore: flic made fignals of diftrefs, and notwith- 
Handing the weather was hazy, and the furf ran high, 
our boats took her in tow, but their utmoft efforts to 
fave her would have been in vain, had not a breeze 
from the fliore happily relieved her. At noon a great 
fwell came on, the waves ran high, and the fog w’as fo 
thick, that we narrowly efcapedfhipwreck, in what we 
conjedured to be, the Bay of Iflands; we therefore 
endeavoured to haul out, as the only chance of efcaping; 
this wc found no eafy talk, being obliged to tack con¬ 
tinually, to weather fome ifland or rock; but at four 
o’clock, P. M. the weather clearing up a little, we had 
a fight of Cape Upright, for which w’e immediately 
fleered, and between five and fix came fafely to an 
anchor in the bay, in 46 fathoms, with a muddy bottom. 
A high bluff land on the north-fhore bore N. W. half 
N. diflant five leagues, and a fmall ifland within us 
S. by E. half E. The Swallow, w'ho was driven to 
Ice-w’ard, notwithftanding Ihe had two anchors a-head, 
w'as brought up about a cable's length aftem of us, in 
70 fathoms water. To clear her anchors, for which 
purpofe wc fent a confidcrable number of our hands, 
and to warp her into a proper birth, coft us the wffiolc 
day, and was not only a work of time, but of the 
utmofl difficulty and labour. On the 18th, we lent out 
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boats to found quite crofs the ftrait, and this day we 
inoored the Ihip in 78 fathoms, with the ftream anchor. 
On the 19th, two canoes, having iii them feveral In¬ 
dians, came along-fide the Dolphin. They were equally 
miferable and abjedf, with thofe we had before feen. 
A feaman gave one of them a fifli, which he had juft 
caught with a line, and it was then alive. The Indian 
feized it as a dog would a bone, and inftantly killed it 
by biting it near the gills ; he then began at the head, 
and proceeded on to the tail, champing up the bones, 
and devouring both the fcalcs and the entrails. 
Thefe people would drink no other liquor than water, 
but they eagerly tore in pieces and fwallowed down 
provifions of any kind, wncther boiled, roafted, raw, 
fait, or frefli. Though the weather was very cold, their 
only covering was a fcal-fkin, and even that they put 
off when rowing. We obferved that they all had fore 
eyes, occafioned probably by the fmoke of their fires, 
and their filthy way of feeding and living made them 
fmell as rank as a fox. They had with them fome 
javelins, rudely pointed with bone, with which they ufed 
to ftrike fcals, filli, and penguins. Their canoes were 
about 15 feet in length, three broad, and nearly the 
fame meafurement in depth. They were conftrudted 
with the bark of trees tacked together, either with the 
finews of fome beaft, or things cut out of a hide. A 
kind of riifh was laid into the feams, and the out-ftde was 
fmeared with refin or gum, which prevented the water 
from foaking into the bark. To the bottom and fides 
were fewed tranfverfely 15 flender branches, bent into 
an arch ; and fome ftraii pieces were placed crofs the 
top, from gunwale to gunwale, fecurely laftied at each 
end ; but upon the whole the workmanftiip was very 
rough, nor had thefe people any thing among them, 
wherein there was the leaft appearance of ingenuity. 
The Captain prefented them a hatchet or two, fome 
beads, and a few other baubles, with w hich they de¬ 
parted, feemingly w^cH fatisfied, to the fouthward. 
During our ftay here, we fent our boats as ufual in 
fearch of anchoring places. Several fmall coves were 
difeovered, but moft of them dangerous. Twenty-two 
of tl>e failors belonging to one of the boats, ftaying one 
night on an ifland, about 30 Indians landed, ran im¬ 
mediately to the boat, and began to make off with eveiy 
thing they could carry away; the failors difeovered what 
they were doing, and had but juft time to prevent their 
depredations. When oppofed, they went to their ca¬ 
noes, and armed themfelves with long poles and pointed 
javelins. They flood in athreatning attitude, and our 
people on the defenfive; but the latter partingwith a 
few trifles to them, they became friends, and peace and 
harmony were again reftored. From this time to the 
30th, we had hard gales, and heavy feas, accompanied 
with hail, lightning, and rain. Ncverthelefs, the men 
were fent frequently alhore for exercife, w hich contributed 
not a little to their health, and by them we had almoft 
a conftant fupply of mufcles and vegetables. On 
Monday the 30th, we improved the firft interval of 
moderate weather, in drying the fails, and airing the 
fpare ones,which laft w-c found much injured by the 
rats. We alfo i cpaired the fire-place of the Swallow in 
the fanic manner as we had done Our own, and fet up 
a back with lime made of burnt Ihells. This day we faw 
feveral canoes full of Indians, on the caft-fideof the bay, 
and the next morning feveral came on board, and 
proved to be the fame people w hich the boats crew had 
feen on fliore. 

On the i.ft of April, feveral other Indians ciuue off 
to the fhip, and brought with them feveral of the birds 
called race-horfes^,^ which fome of our company pur- 
chafed for a few trifles. They behaved very peaceably, 
and the Captain prefented them w ith feveral hatchets, 
and diftniffed them wdth a few toys as ufual. On the 
2nd, eight Indians brought fix of their children on board, 
whom the Captain gratified with bracelets and neck¬ 
laces. Thefe people were exceedingly tender in the 
t.rcatm.cnt of their children; and a circumflance hap¬ 
pened w hich proves tJiat they are not Icfs delicate in 
other refpeds. A boat was ordered on fliorc to get 
wood and W'atcr; at w hich time fome of the Indians 


were on board, and others in their canoes alonfr rj 
the fifip : the latter eyed the boat attentively. n 
her putting off, called aloud to their eompanionrjr 
without fpeaking, inftantly handed dowm the child 
and jumped into the canoes, which hurried 
boat, while the poor Indiaiis cried in a moft 


tone. When our boat was near land, fome 




were feen among the rocks, to whom the Indians calS 
aloud, and they all ran away; but the boats crew havF 
remarked their jealous fears, lay on their oars to c 
vinccthem that no injury was intended. The 
landed, drew' their canoes on ftiore, and haftily followed 
theobjeds of their afledlions. This day the maftcr f 
the Sw allow, who had been fent out to feck for anchor 
ing places, returned with an account, that he had found 
three on the north fliorc, moft of which were very rood* 
one about four miles to the eaftward of Cape Provadenee 
another under the eaft-fide of Cape Tamar, and a third 
about four miles to the eaftward of it; but it muftbe 
obferved, that the ground under Cape Providence is 
rocky. Our men at this time began to be troubled with 
fluxes, on which account, at the requeft of our furgeon 
it was ordered, that no more mufcles (wdiich had been 
found continually in abundance) fiiould be brought on 
board. On Friday the loth, W'emade fail in company 
with the Swallow. At noon, Cape Providence bore 
N. N. W. diftant five miles. At four P. M. Cape Tamar 
bore N. W. by W. half W. diftant three leagues, and 
Cape Pillar W. diftant ten leagues. Cape^Ipfight 
bore E. S. E. half S. diftant thi*ee leagues. On the 
I Ith, having fleered W. half N. all night, we found, at 
fix o’clock, A. M. that w'e had run 38 miles by the log. 
At this time. Cape Pillar bearing S. W. diftant half a 
mile, the Swallow w’as about three miles aftern of us, 
and being but little wind, we were obliged to croud all 
the fail we could, to get without the ftraits mouth. 
The Captain, at eleven o’clock, would have Ihortencci 
fail for our confort, but it was not in our pow’er, for it 
was abfolutcly necclfary for us to carry fail, in order to 
clear the ifics of dirediion. Soon after we loft fight of 
the Swallow, and faw' her not again during the remain¬ 
der of our voyage. At noon our latitude by obfen'ation 
w'as 52 deg. 38 min. and our longitude by computation 
76 deg. W’cft from London. Tile i Hands of Diredion 
now' bore north 21 Weft, diftant three leagues. St. 
Paul's Cupola, and Cape Vidlory in one, north, diftant 
feven leagues, and Cape Pillar eaft, diftant fix leagues. 
Happy did we now think ourfelves in having cleared 
the Straits of Magellan, a dreary and inhofpitablc re¬ 
gion, in which we had contended with innumerable 
difficulties, and efertped moft imminent dangers, in a 
palfage of almoft four months, namely, from December 
the 17th, 1766, to the i ith of April, 1767. 

Our Journalift now proceeds to a defeription of the 
places in which the fiiips anchored, during their paf- 
fage through the ftraits, from whence W'C have extracted 
fuch particulars, as may be of ufc to future navigators, 
furnilb real improvement to thofe of our fubferibers 
who belong to his majefty’s navy, and afford an agree¬ 
able entertainment to our various and numerous claflcs 
of readers. 

(i.) Cape Virgin Mary. This is a fteep white clifi 
which fomewhat refembles the South Foreland. 
obfervation and our reckoning, it lies in latitude 52 
deg. 24 min. fouth, and in 68 deg. 22' min. w'cft longi¬ 
tude from London. Under this cape, w'hcn the wind is 
wcftcrly, is a good harbour, but we faw no appearance 
cither of w'ood or water. About a mile from the fliorc* 
you may anchor in ten fathom w’atcr, wdth coarfc Tandy 
ground. (2.) Poirefiion Bay. The point ofthis li^s'n 

latitude 52 deg. 23 min. fouth, and in 68 deg. 57 
weft longitude. Here the foundings are very irrcgulati 
but the ground is throughout a fine foft mud and clay. 
The landing appeared to be good, but we could fee 
figns of either wood or water. It is nccelfary, * 
ing into this bay, to give the point a good bif th, tpere 
beinga reef that runs about a mile right oft if* U'/ 
Port Famine. This is an excellent bay, capaci^^* 
enough for many ftiips to moor therein w ith the uiino* 
fafety. Wood and water arc to be procured with c*'i • 
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"T'^„rks teal, &c. are in «reat plenty and hlh m 
geefe ducks, latitude 53 deg. 42 min. 

jibundancc. io„g,tuje. We moored 

fouth.sna / brought Cape St. AnneN.E. 

rrand tt- beautiful river Sedger (of which we have 
, mrticulardcfcription in the hiftyy of Coin¬ 
s''? t Bv-ron’s voyage,) S. half W. which perhaps is 
riodore B 0 'uation, though the w hole bay is good 
then'f f"‘V';ear .581, thi Spaniards built a town 
S v'hich they'named Philipville, and left in it a 
•■Tiv of 400 perfons. Seventy-fix of this number 
Lrved and of the remainder, 23 proceeded in 
of the river Pfata, and moft probably periflied, 
^“^‘^^ddincs were ever heard of them. When our 
^lohnted navigator Sir William Cavendilli arrived at 
?'*?cc in I <87, he found the only one that remained 
‘f thoic unfortunate adventurers, named Hernando. 
° i iZieht him to England. From their melancholy 
to &r WilHam named the bay. Port Famine. (4.) 
C^’e Holland Bay. This lies in latitude 53 dc|. 57 
ind in 72 deg. 34 min. weft longitude. Here is 
f fine rivulet, and clofe under the cape a large river, 

nnvUble for boats many miles; and the Ihore affords 
Zfof fitc-wood. We caught very little filh, but 
found plenty of mufcles and limpets. The adjacent 
country produces plenty of cranberries and wild celery. 
We killcdfome geefe, ducks, teal, and race-horfes, yet 
the birds arc not numerous. There is no danger in 
failinttinto this bay, and in every part thereof is good 
anchfringground. (5.) Cape Gallant B.ay. Inis is 
lituated in 53 deg. 50 min. fouch latitude, and 73 deg. 
q min. weft longitude. The landing is good ; the tide 
very irregular; and the beft anchoring is on the eaft- 
fide, where we found from 6 to 10 fathoms. Here arc 
abundance of wood, vegetables, and fifli, with good 
watering from two rivers. In this bay, which may be 
entered with great fafety, there is a fpacious lagoon, 
where a fleet of fliips may moor in perfed: fecurity. The 
lagoon abounds wdtli wild fowl, and we found in, and 
about it, wild celery, mufcles, and limpets in plenty. 
(6.) Elizabeth Bay. Its latitude is 53 deg. -43 min. 
fouth, and its longitude 73 deg. 24 min. weft. Suffi¬ 
cient quantities 01 wood may be procured here for the 
ufeoffhips, and they will find good watering at a fmall 
river. We gathered a little celery and a few cranber¬ 
ries, but met with neither filh nor fowl. The beft an¬ 
chorage is at PafTage Point, at half a mile diftance, 
bearing S. E. and the river N. E. by E. diftant three 
cables length ; in this ftalion, a fhoal, which may be 
known by the weeds, beats W. N. W. diftant one 
cable’s length: the ground is coarfe fand and fhells. At 
the entrance of this bay are two fmall reefs, that appear 
above water. The moft dangerous of the two is at 
the caft point of the bay, but this may cafily be 
avoided, by keeping at the diftance of about twm 
cables length from the road, (j ) York Road. This 
lies in latitude 53 deg. 39 min. fouth, and, by our 
account, 73 deg. 52 min. weft longitude. The land¬ 
ing in all pares of this place is very good; and we 
found celcty, cranberries, mufcles, limpets, wild fowl, 
and fomc fifh, but not fufficient to fupply our fliips 
company with a Angle meal. About a mile up Ba¬ 
chelor’s River is good watering, and plenty of wood 
all round the bay. From the Weftern Point a reef 
runs off about a cable's length, which, when known, 
niay eafily be avoided. To anchor with fafety in this 
bring York Point E. S. E. Bachelor’s River 


N. by W. half W. The reef N. W. half W. and St* 

Jeroin's Sound W. N. W. at the diftance of half a 
mile from the Ifiorc. The current here frequently 
fets in three different diredtions; the water rifes and 
falls about eight feet; but the tide is irregular. (B.) 
Butler's Bay. This is fituatcd in latitude 53 deg. 
37 min. fouth, and in 74 deg. 9 min. weft longitude, 
it is not only fmall, but entirely encircled with rocks, 
on which account we would caution cvciy navigator 
again ft anchoring at this place, if he can poflibly avoid 
it. Here arc fome rock fifli, and a few wild fowl, but 
celery and cranberries arc very fcarcc. (9.) Lion’s 
Cove. The fame may be fuid of this as wc have ob- 
ferved of the preceding bay ; but though the water 
up a fmall creek is good, here is no wood. The la¬ 
titude is 53 deg. 26 min. fouth ; longitude, by our 
account, 74 deg. 25 min. weft. (lO-) Good Luck 
Bay. This is lituated in latitude 53 deg. 23 min. 
and in 74 deg. 33 min. well longitude. Like fevcral 
others, it is fmall, and the rocks with which it is fur- 
rounded, render it very difficult of accefs. We pro¬ 
cured here a fufficient quantity of frefli water, but very 
little wood. Not any kinds of refrcfliments are to be 
expeded at this place; indeed wc caught only a few 
rock fifli with hook and line. The ground is very 
coarfc, and the cable of our beft bower anchor was fo 
much rubbed, that we were obliged to condemn it, 
and bend a new one. Circumftances may arife under 
which it may be thought good luck to get into this 
bay, but we thought it very good luck when we got 
out of it. (ii.) Swallow Bay. This lies in latitude 
53 deg. 29 min. fouth, and in 74 deg. 35 min. 
weft longitude. The entrance is narrow and rocky, 
but when once entered, it is very fafe, being flieltcrcd 
from all winds. The rocks, by keeping a good look¬ 
out, may be cafily avoided. As to the mountains that 
furround it they have a moft horrid appearance, and 
feem to be deferted by evc^ thing that has life; and 
we found no fupply of provifions, except a few rock 
filh and mufcles. The landing is very good, and the 
tide rifes and falls between four and five feet. (i2k) 
Upright Bay. This is in latitude 53 deg. 8 min. 
fouth, longitude 75 deg. 35 min. weft. The entrance 
is very fafe, and the water excellent. A fufficiency of 
wood may be procured for ftock, but provifions are 
rather fcarce. The landing is not good, the tide very 
irregular; and the water rifes and falls above five feet* 
Befidcs thefc 12 bays, there are three others, a little 
beyond Cape Shut-up, which we named River Bay, 
Lodging Bay, and Wallis’s Bay, the laft of which is 
the beft. Alfo between Elizabeth Bay and York Road 
lies Mulclc Bay, wherein is exceeding good anchorage 
with a wefterly wind. The ground of Chance Bay is 
very rocky, and therefore to be avoided. Not far from 
Cape Quod, to the eaftward, lies Ifland Bay, which is 
by no means an eligible fituation for fliipping. There 
is likewife a bay with good anchorage, oppofite to 
York Road; and another to the eaftward of Cape 
Crofs-tide, but this latter one will hold only a finglc 
fliip. Between Cape Crofs and St. David’s Head lies 
St. David’s Sound, on the fouth-fide of which we 
found a bank of coarfe fand and fliells, with a depth 
of water from 19 to 30 fathom, where a ftiip might 
anchor in cafe of neceffity; and the matter of the Swal¬ 
low found a very good fmall bay a little to the eaftward 
of St. David’s Head. 
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Ah expedition to difeover the inland part of the country—And a variety of incidents and iranjaiiions^ till vee ' 
ijliind to continue our voyage, 


O N Sunday the 12th of April 1767, after having 
cleared the llrait, wc held on our courfe to the 
weftward. Here it may be proper to obferve, that, as 
all the hard gales by which wc fuffered, blew from the 
weft ward, we think it advifeablc to ftand about 100 
leagues and more to the w’cftward, after failing out of 
the Strait of Magellan, that the ftiip may not be endan¬ 
gered on a lee-fliorc, which at prefent is wholly un¬ 
known. As we continued our courfe a number of 
iheerwaters, pintadoes, gannets, and other birds, flew 
about the fliip; the upper works of which being open, 
and thecloaths and bedding continually wet, the failors 
in a few days were attacked with fevers; and having 
a continuation of ftrong gales, hazy weather, and heavy 
feas, we were frequently brought under our courfes. On 
Wednefday the 22nd, we obferved in latitude 42 deg. 
24min. fouth, and in 95deg. 46 min. weft longitude; 
and on Monday the 27th at noon, wc found our latitude 
to be 36 deg. 54 min. fouth, and our longitude, by ac¬ 
count, 100 deg. weft from London, This day being 
fair, and the weather moderate, the fick were brought 
on deckj to w hom were given falop, and portable foup, 
in w'hich wheat had been boiled. The violent gales re¬ 
turned, fo that the beds w'erc again wet through, and it 
was feared that the fhips w'ould lofe her mafts; we there¬ 
fore began to think of altering oqr courfe, in hope of 
better weather; and the rather, as the number of our 
fick cncreafcd fo faft, that there was danger of foon 
wanting hands to navigate the velTel. On Monday the 
4th of May, by obfervation, we found ourfelves in lati¬ 
tude 28 deg. 20 min. fouth; and in 96 deg. 21 min. 
weft longitude. On the cth, w'e faw fevcral fiicer- 
waters and fca-fwallows; and on Tuefday the 12th, we 
obferved the fame kind of birds, and fomc porpoifes 
about the fiiip. On the 14th, wc faw the appearance 
of w'hat imagined to be high land, towards which a 
Hock of brown birds were obferved to fly; w'e therefore 
ftcered all night for this fuppofed land; but at day¬ 
break could fee no figns of it. As the weather now 
became moderate, wc found our people recovered very 
faft; and the carpenters were bulled in caulking the 
upper works of the fliip, and repairing the boats. On 
the r 5th, our latitude w'as 24 deg* 50 min. fouth, and 
our longitude 106 deg. weft. On Monday the 1 8th, a 
Ihccp. by the captain’s order, was diftributed among our 
people who were fick and recovering. On Thurfday 
the 21 ft, we faw’ a number of flying fifti; and on the 
22 nd Tome bonettas, dolphins, and flying-fifli. About 
this time, fuch of the fcamcn on board as had been re¬ 
covering from colds and fevers, began to be attacked 
by the Icurvy, upon w'hich, at the furgeon’s reprefenta- 
tion, wine was ferved t© them; wort w^as alfo made 
from malt for their ufe; and each of the crew had half 
a pint of pickled cabbage every day, notwithftanding 
which the men began to look very lickly, and to fall 
a prey to the feurvy very faft; to repel which they had 
wine ferved inftead of fpirits, with plenty of fwcet-wort 
and falop: portable foup was boiled in their peas and 
oatmeal; their births and cloaths were kept conftantly 
clean; the hammocks were every day brought upon deck 
at eight o’clock in the morning, and carried down at 
tour in the afternoon; fomc or ©thcr of the beds and 
hammocks were wafticd daily: the fliip’s water was ren¬ 
dered wholefome by ventilation, and every part between 
decks was cleanfed with vinegar. This day our latitude 
was 20 deg. 18 min. fouth, and 111 deg. weft longitude. 
On 1 uefday the 26th, we faw two grampufes; and on 
the 27th, a variety of birds, one of \Wiich was taken for 
a land-bird, and rcfemblcd afwallow. On the 31 ft, we 
found by obfervation our latitude to be 29 deg, 38 min. 
fouth, longitude 127 deg. 45 min. weft. 

On Monday the i ft of June, we faw feveral men of war- 
birds, and, on the 3rd fomc gannets; and, the weather 
b<hng at this time very various, we conceived hopes that 
we drew near to land. On the 4th, a turtle fwam clofe 


by the fhip, and the next day a great variety of bird 
feen. On Saturday the 6th, the long wilhcd-for land''? 
came vilible from the maft-head, the man cr\’in 
« Land in the north-weft.” This in the courfe ol tiv 
proved to be a low ifland, diftant about fix Ica^^^' 
When within five miles of this ifland, we difeov/T’ 
fecond to the W. N. W. The firft lientenant b^; ^ 
at this time very ill, Mr. Furncaux, the fecond ^ 
tenant, was fent with two boats to the firft ifiand th* 
crews of each being well provided with arms. 
the boats came near the ifland, two canoes wcrcobfcrv^ 
to put off to the adjacent one; and no inhabitants wc. 
feen to remain where our party landed. Here fcvcH 
cocoa-nuts, and a large quantity of feurvy-grafs wf 
obtained, which prove'd a valuable acquilition to 
fick, and a grateful refreftimcnt to thofe in health 
They returned in the evening to the fiiip, bringing with 
them fome fifii-hooks, which the ifianders had formed 
of oyfter-lhells. In this excurfion they difeovered three 
huts, fupported on pofts, and open all round, but 
thatched with cocoa-nut and palm leaves. As no an¬ 
chorage could be found, and the whole ifiand was encom- 
paired with rocks and breakers. Captain Wallis re- 
folvcd to fteer for the other ifiand, giving the name of 
Whitfun Ifiand to this, becaufc it was difeovered on 
Whitfunday’sEve. Having approached the other illand, 
Mr. Furneaux was again lent off with the boats, man-* 
ned and armed. At this time about 50 of the natives 
were feen running about with fire-brands in their hands. 
Mr. Furneaux was inftruded to fteer to that part of 
the Ihore, where the natives had been feen, to avoid 
giving offence. W’hen Mr. Furncaux drew near with 
the boats to the Ihore, the natives put themfclves in a 
pofture of defence, with their pikes; but the lieutenant 
making figns of amity, and expofing to view a few 
trinkets, fome of the Indians walked into the water: 
to whom it w'as hinted, that fomc cocoa-nuts and water 
would be acceptable; which was no fooncr underftood, 
than they ventured with a fmall quantity of each to the 
boats; and received nails and other trifles in exchange. 
While bartering with them, one of the Indians ftolc a 
filk handkerchief with its contents, but the thief could 
by no means be difeovered. 

On Monday the 8th, Mr. Furncaux was again dif* 
patched with the boats, and received orders from Cap¬ 
tain Wallis to land, if he could do it without offending 
the natives. As this party drew near to the Ihore, they 
obferved fisven large canoes, each with two mafts, lying 
ready for the Indians to embark in them. Ihcfe 
having made figns to the crew to proceed higher up, 
they complied, and immediately the Indians embarked 
on board the feven large canoes and quitted the fpoh 
being joined by two canoes at another part of the ifl^^J- 
Thclc latter the Indians fleered in a diredionof 
W. They were divided, two being brought along-fitlc 
of each other, and faficned together, at the diftance ol 
about three feet afunder, by crofs beams, palling from 
the larboard gunwale of one to the* ftarboard gunwak 
of the other, in the middle and near each end. 
appeared to be 30 feet in length, four in breadth, and 
three in depth. The people had long black hair hang¬ 
ing over their flioulders, of a dark complexion, ol a 
middle lize, and were drelied in a kind of mattmg 
made faft round the middle. The women are beaun- 
ful, and the men juftly proportioned. In the afternoon 
the fecond lieutenant being again fent on Ihore, 
Captain commanded him to take poficlfion of ^ 
ifland in the king’s name, and to call it Queen Char¬ 
lotte’s Illand. The boats returned loaded with 
nuts and feurvy-grafs, after having found two wells0 
excellent water. Provifions for a week were no 
allotted for a mate and 20 men, who were left on 1 -O 
to fill water ; the fick were landed for the benefit 0 * 


limb 


air; and a number of hands were appointed 
the cocoa-trecs and gather the nuts, which in our lit 
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rionwcrcvervdcfirable. The watenvas brought on board 

n hp 1 oth but the cocoa-nuts and vegetables, which the 
°^r wa^ringing off, were loft by the rolling of the 
avcs that almoft filled her with water. Afterwards 
)hev made an illand where were found feveral tools, re- 
fcmbling adzes, awls, and chilTels, which were formed 
offhclU and ftoncs. The dead bodies were not buried, 
but left under a kind of canopy, to decay above ground. 
This day the fliip failed again, after taking polTeffion of 
the iflands for the king; in teftimony of which we left 
n flna flvinff, and carved his majefly’s name on a piece 
of wood, and on the bark of feveral trees. We left 
Ihillin^^s* fixpenccs, halfpence, bottles, nails, hatchets, 
and o^hcr things for the ufc of the natives. It was 
remarkable, that on this ifland we found the very peo¬ 
ple who had fled from Queen Charlotte’s Ifland, with 
feveral others, in the whole near lOO. It lies in 19 deg. 
20 min. fouth latitude, and 138 deg. 30 min. welt lon¬ 
gitude, and received the name of Egmont Ifland. On 
Thurfday the 11 th, we obferved about 16 perfons on 
an illand which was called Gloucefter Ifland; but as it 
wasfurrounded with rocks and breakers, we did not at¬ 
tempt to land. This day welikewife difeovered another, 
which was called Cumberland Ifland ; and, on the day 
following, a third, which received the name of Prince 
William Henry’s Ifland. 

On Wednefday the 17th, wc again difeovered land, 
and at ten at night faw a light, which convinced us 
that it was inhabited, and remarked, that there were 
plenty of cocoa-trees, a certain proof of there being no 
want of water. Mr. Furneaux was fent on fhore the 
day following, with inftrudlions to exchange fome toys 
for fuch things as the ifland produced. He faw a great 
number of the people, but could find no place where 
the Ihip might iinchor. Some of the natives, who had 
white (licks in their hands, appeared to have an autho¬ 
rity over the reft. While the lieutenant was trafficking 
'vvith them, an Indian diving into the water, feized the 
grappling of the boat, w hile his companions on ftiore 
laid hold of the rope by which flie was faftened, and at¬ 
tempted to draw her into the furf, but their endea¬ 
vours w'ere fruftrated by the firing of a mufquet, on 
which they all let go their hold. Thcfe Indians w'erc 
drelTcdin akind of cloth, a piece of which was brought 
to the (hip. It was concluded from the number of the 
people fecn, and their having fome large double canoes 
on the (bore, that there were larger iflands at no great 
diftance: the Captain, therefore, having named this 
place Ofnaburgh Ifland, made fail and foon difeovering 
h'gh-Iand, came to an anchor, becaufe the weather was 
very foggy, The next morning early wc faw land, 
dillant four or five leagues ; but, after having failed to¬ 
wards it fome time, thought it prudent again to anchor, 
on account of the thicknels of the fog; but it no fooner 
cleared away, than we found the fliip encompafTcd by a 
number of canoes, in which w'crc many hundreds of 
people. Having approached the (hip, they beheld it 
with wonder, and talked with great earneftnefs. Some 
baubles were now (hewn them, and figns were made for 
mem to come on board, on which they rowed the 
canoes towards each other, and a general confultation 
took place; at the conclufion of which they all fur- 
munded the (hip with an appearance of friendfliip, and 
delivered an oration, at the conclufion of 
^ch he threw into the fea the branch of a plantain- 
tee, which he had held in his hand. This being done, 
a young Indian, of more apparent courage than the 
e , Ncntured on board the (hip. The Captain would 
a\e given him (ome baubles, but he refufed the accep- 
till thofc in the canoes came along-fide, 
bra* a confultation, threw on board Srvcral 

j the plantain-tree. Others now ventured on 
(liin ’ r ^ remarked, that they all got into the 
accid^^ improper parr, not one of them, even by 
^^tiding the right place of afeent. A goat be- 
having run his horns againft the 
prize ° Indians, he looked round with fur- 

the animal ready to renew the attack 
P *ng over the (liip’s fide, and w'as inftantly follow'cd 


by all hi.s countrymen. Their terror, however, foon 
fubfided, and they returned to the (hip ; and the (beep, 
hogs, and poultry being fliewn them, they intimated 
that they polTcfled the two latter fpecie.s. 'The Captain 
then gave them nails and other trifles, and made tigns 
that he wanted hogs, fowls, and fruit; but they could 
not comprehend him. They were detedlcd in feveral 
attempts to take away any thing they could lay hold 
of; but one of them at length jumped overboard with 
a laced hat which he had fnatched frorh one of the 
oflicers. 

The interior parts of the ifland abounds in hill’s, 
cloathcd with timber-trees, above them are high peaks, 
from which large rivers defeend to the fea; the houfes, 
when feen at a diflance, refemble barns, having no 
fliclccr but a roof; the land towards the fea is level, and 
produces the cocoa-nut, with a variety of other fruits, 
and the face of the whole country is pidurefque beyond 
defeription. We now failed along the fliore, w'hile the 
canoes, which could not keep pace with u.«, made to¬ 
wards the land. In the afternoon the fliip brought to, 
and the boats being fent to found a bay that promifed 
good anchorage, the Indian canoes flocked round them. 
The Captain, apprehenfive that their defigns w'cre hof- 
tilc, made a fignal for the boars to return to the fliip, 
and fired a gun over the heads of the Indians. Though 
they were frightened at the report, they attempted to 
prevent the return of the cutter; but (lie eafily out- 
failed them. This being obferved by fome canoes in a 
different flation, they intercepted her, and wounded 
fome of her people with ftones, which occafioned the 
firing a mufquet, and fome fliot were lodged in the 
Ihoulder of the man who began the attack; which the 
Indians obferving, they all made off with the utmoft 
precipitation. The boats having reached the fliip pre¬ 
parations were made for failing, but a large canoe 
making towards her at a great rate, it was refolved to 
wait the event of her arrival; on which an Indian, 
making a fpeech, threw a plantain branch on board, 
and the Captain returned the compliment of peace, 
by giving them a branch, which had been left on 
board by the other Indians; fome toys being likewife 
given them, they departed very well fatisfied. We now 
failed, and the next morning were off a peak of land which 
was almoft covered with the natives and their houfes. 
On the 2 r (I the ftiip anchored, and feveral canoes came 
along-fidcofher, bringinga large quantity of fruit, with 
fowls and hogs, for which they received nails and toys 
in exchange. 

The boats having been fent to found along the coaft, 
were followed by large double canoes, three of which 
ran at the cutter, ftaved in her quarter, and otherwife 
damaged her, the Indians at the fame time, armed 
with clubs, endeavouring to board her; the crew now 
fired, and wounded one man dangcroufly, and killing 
another, they both fell into the fea, whither their com¬ 
panions dived after them, and got them into the 
canoe. They now tried if they could ftand or lit, bur 
as one w'as quite dead, they laid him at the bottom of 
the canoe, and the wounded man was fupported in a 
fitting pofture. The ftiips boars kept on their way, 
while fome of the canoes went on fliorc, and others re¬ 
turned to the fliip to renew their mcrchandifc. While 
the boats continued out in feveral foundings, the 
natives fwam off to them with water and fruit. The 
women were particularly urgent for the failors to land, 
and, putting off* all their cloaths, gave hints, of the moft 
indelicate nature, how acceptable their company would 
be. The boats being font on fhore with fome fmall 
calks to get water, the Indians filled two of them, and 
kept all the reft for their trouble. When the boats 
cameoff, the (here was crowded with thoufands of men, 
women, and children. During this time, feveral canoes 
remained alon^-fide the fliip, but the Captain would 
not pemiit a Angle Indian to go on board, as there was 
no guarding againft their artful difpoficions. 

On Monday the 22nd, the natives brought hogs, 
poultry, and fruit to the (hip, which they bartered for 
knivesand ocher thingSjfo that the whole crew was fupplied 

with 
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with meat for two days-, by means of this traffic. The 
boats having beert ^his. day fent for water, every in¬ 
ducement was Lifcd by the inhabitants to perfuadethem 
to land,. and the bi-havioUr of the women was (till 
more lafeivious than beforfe. Having procured a 
fmall quantity of water, the boat§ put olf: on which 
the women fhouted aloud, pelted them with apples and 
bananas, and flicwed every mark of contempt and dc- 
teftation. On the 23rd, wc made, fail, with intention 
to anchor off the watering-place, but, the man at the 
maft-hcad difeovering a bay a few miles to the leeward, 
we immediately ftood for it. The boats which 'iverc 
a-head, making a lignal for an anchoragci wc prepared 
to bring to; but when the fliip had almoft reached the 
place, ffic fuddcnly ffruck, and her head remained iin- 
moveable, fixed on a coral rock ; in which lituation flic 
remained near an hour, when flie w as happily relieved 
by a breeze from the fliore. During the whole time 
that flie was in danger of being wrecked, flic was cn- 
compaffedby hundreds of Indians in their canoes ; but 
not one of* them attempted to board her. The Dolphin 
w'as now piloted round a reef, into an harbour, where 
fhe w'as moored. I'hc maffer was then fent to found 
the bay, and found flifc anchorage in every part of it. 
In the mean time fomc flnall cano«s brought provilions 
on board; but as the fliorc was crowded with large 
canoes, filled with »icn, the Captain loaded and primed 
his guns, fupplied his boats with mufqueteers, and kept 
a number of men under arms. 

On Wednefday the 24th, the fliip failed up the har 
hour, and many canoes followed us, bringing provi- 
fions, which were exchanged for nails, knives, dtc. A 
number of very large canoes advanced’in the evening, 
laden with ffones, on which the Captain ordered the 
ftrictell watch to be kept. At length fome canoes 
came off, which had on board a number of women, 
who being brought almofl: under the fhip, began to 
pra<:life thofc arts of indelicacy already mentioned. 
During this lingular exhibition the large canoes came 
round the fliip, fomc of the Indians playing on.a kind 
of a flute, others finging, and the reft blowing a fort of 
fliells. Soon after a large canoe advanced, in which 
was an awning; and on the top of it fat one of the na¬ 
tives, holding fome yellow and red foathers in his 
hands. The Captain having confented to his coming 
aiong-fide, he delivered the feathers, and while a pre- 
fent was preparing for him, .he put back from the Ihip, 
and threw^ the branch of a cocoa-tree in the air. This 
was, doubtlefs, the lignal for an onfet, for there was an 
inftant fliout from all the canoes, which, approaching 
the fliip, poured volleys of ftones into every parr of 
her. On this two guns, loaded with fmall (hot, w^re 
fired, and the people on guard difeharged their mufquets. 
'fhe number of Indians round the fliip were full 2000, 
amt though they wxre at firll: difconccrted, they foon 
recovered their fpirits, and renewed the attack. Thou- 
fands of the Indians were novvobferved on fliore, em¬ 
barking as faff as the canoes could bring them off’: 
orders weie therefore given for firing the cannon, fome 
of which were brought to bear upon the fliore. This 
firing put a flop to all hoftilities on the part of the 
Indians, for a fmall time; but the fcattcred canoes foon 
got together again, and, having hoifted w^hite ffreamers, 
advanced, and threw ffones of two pound weight from 
flings, by which a number of the fcamen w'crc wound¬ 
ed. At this time ffiveral canoes approached the bow of 
the fliip, from whence no fliot had been yet difeharged. 
in one of thefe was an Indian, who appeared to have an 
authority over the reff, a gun w^as therefore levelled at 
his canoe, the fliot of which fplit it in two pieces. This 
put an end to the conteff, the canoes rowed oft' with the 
utmoff fpced, and the people on fliorc ran and con¬ 
cealed thcmfelves behind the hills. 

After this fkirmifli wc failed for our intended anchor- 
ing place, and moored the fliip within a little diftance 
of a fine river. Some of our people who had been fent 
to furvey the fliore, returned the next morning wdth an 
account that they had found good frefli water (produced 
from the river above-mentioned) but that there was 
3 


not a canoe to be fc'cn. Mr. Furneaux was u 
fame day w’ith all the boats, well manned and arm i 
and a number of marine.?, having orders to landv’ 
men under cover of the fliip and boats, q hU h''^ 
accordingly cffbckd, he turned a piece of turf 
having hoifted a broad pendant upon a ftaff, took ivl' 
feffionofthe ifle for his Britannic majeffy, * naming •' 
King George the Third s Illand. Some j u-n being ih 
mixed with the river-water, the kings health was drank 
by every perfon prefdnt. During the performance nf 
this ceremony, two old men were feen on the onpofr 
fide of the river, w ho put themfelves in a fupplicatin^ 
pofture, and appeared to be much terrified. On rhi° 
the Englifli made figns to them to crofs the river. One 
of them obeying the fignal came over, and craivlcdon 
his hands and knees towards the licutcniinti ^hofhewed 
him fome ffones that had been thrown at the VefTel, but 
took pains at the fame time, to intimate, that no injury 
ffiould be done to the Indians, if they w ere not the a^, 
grclfors. He then caufed fome hatchets to be producca 
giving the Indian to underffand that his people would 
be glad to exchange them for various kinds ofprovifions. 
Some trifles were alfo given to this old man, who ex- 
prefled his gratitude by his geffurcs, and by dancing 
round the fiag-ffaft* but when they faw the pendant 
ffiakcn by the wind, they ran back, w ith figns of fegr 
and furprife. When they had recovered thcmfelves 
from their fright, they brought two hogs which they 
laid down, and began dancing round the pendant as 
before. I he hogs were afterwards put into a canoe, 
which the old Indian row^ed towards the fliip; and when 
he came along-fide of her, pronounced a ferious orarion, 
in the courfc of which he delivered a number of plantain 
leave.?, (one at a lime, fomewhat in the manner of the 
North Americans, clofing their periods with belts ot‘ 
wampum.) After this he rowed back again, rcfufuig 
at that time to accept of any prefents. The noife of 
drums and other inftruments was heard this night, and 
the next morning it was obferved that the pendant was 
taken away, and the natives had quitted the coafl. 
While the cafks were filling w-ith water, the old Indian 
already mentioned, croflTcd the river, and brought the 
Englifli fome fowls and fruits. At this time the Cap¬ 
tain was ill, but though he was confined to the vcllcl, 
he had remarked from thence by the help of glafles 
what was doing on fliorc. In the courfe of his obfer- 
vations, he perceived many of the natives creeping 
behind the buflies towards the watering-place, at the 
fame time that vaff numbers advanced through the 
woods, and a large party came down the hill in nmcw; 
all tending to the fame quarter. Two divifions of ca¬ 
noes were befides feen making round the oppofitc fides 
of the bay. As the lieutenant had likewifc obferved 
the threatened danger, he got his people on board the 
boats; previous to which he had fent the old Indian to 
intimate to his countrymen that the crew wanted 
nothing but water, and to prevail on them to keep at a 
proper diftance w'hilff it was filling; but fo far was this 
from having the proper effed:, that the iflanders made a 
prize of the cafks, and tbofe at fomc diftance from the 
watering-place, went forward with all expedition, in 
ord*r to keep pace with the canoes, which rowed along 
very fvviftly. At the fame time a number of women and 
children took their ftation on a hill, which commanded 
a profped of the ftiipping. The canoes drawing near 
that part of the bay where the vcflcl was at a.nchor, took 
in many from the ftiore who were laden wdth bag-s filk^ 
w ith ftones. Then they rowed towards the fliip» 
which orders were given to fire on the firft party that 
approached in the canoes, w hich being done, the In- 
dians made oft' frightened and aftonifhed. Captain 
Wallis being now rcfolvcd that this adion fliouldput 
end to all aifputes, incenfed at the behaviour of the 
natives, commanded his people to fire firft into the 
wood, and aftcrw'ards towards the hill, whither th^ 
illanders had retreated ; when finding at what a oil- 
tance the guns could reach them, they difperfed and 
difappeared. After this, the boats were fent our, » 
ftrong guard being appointed to attend the carpenters/ 
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--to orders, dearoycd all the Indian 

could be met with. At length a fmall 
” If the natives came to the beach, (hick up fome 
brathef of trees, as if for tokens, and then re 
a to the woods; however they came again, and 
fome hogs and dogs with their legs tied, which 
^hwfeft on the Lre, together with a quantity of fuch 
S a they wore, all w"h ich they made figns to the 
f f rc to take away. On this, a boat was ddpatched 
Sich conveyed the hogs on board, but left behind the 
articles; hatchets and nails were alfo depofited 
n rhe beach in return for thefe prefents, but the Indians 
would by no means accept them till the cloth was taken 

Saturday the 27th, a party being employed in 
fillinET water, the old Indian was feen on the oppofitc 
fide of the river. After having delivered an oration in 
his manner, he came over, when the officer referred him 
to the ba^ and (fones which had been brought down, 
and ufed^his endeavours to convince him that jhe 
Endifli in the late adion had a6tcd only from motives 
of Iclf defence. The old man, however, feemed to 
think his countrymen much aggrieved, and with great 
opennefs intimated his opinion. However at lalt he 
fufFered himfelf to be reconciled, fhook hands with the 
lieutenant, and accepted fome prefents lioin him. It 
was then hinted to him that it would be belt for the 
people of the ifland to appear only in fmall parties for 
the future, with which terms the Indian appeared 
fatisfied, and an advantageous traffic was afterwards 
cftabliffied with the natives. Matters being thus fettled, 
the fick were fent on Ibore, and were lodged, under the 
care of the furgeon, in tents near the watering place. 
This gentleman fhooting a wild duck, it_ dropped on 
the oppofite fide of the river, in the prclcncc ot fome 
Indians, who fled dirccT:ly; but flopping within a fhort 
fpacc, one of them was at lafl perfuaded to bring the 
duck over, which he laid at the furgeon’s feet, but, at 
the fame time, the agitation of his mind was viliblc in 
his countenance. Three ducks were killed by a fecond 
Ihot, and the natives were by this time poirdled with 
fuch a notion of the effeifls of fire arms, as whilll it 
raifed their admiration, was fuppofed to contribute in 
a great meafure to their good behaviour towards the 
Englifh during their flay in thefe parts, though there 
might be another reafon afligncd for this before their 
departure, as will be apparent in the fequcl. The gun¬ 
ner was now appointed to manage all affiairs ot trade 
between the Indians and tlie Tailors, in order to prevent 
quarrelling and pilfering. This was a judicious choice; 
the natives fometimes ftple certain trifles, buD imme¬ 
diate reftitution was made on the fight of a gun. Be- 
fidcs, the old Indian made himfelf ver)^ ferviceablc in 
recovering any thing that might have been taken away. 
In particular, an Indian fwam one day over the river, 
and pilfered a hatchet^ On which the gunner making 
preparations, as if he meant togofin fearch of him, the 
goods were reflored by the old man's means, and the 
offender was alfo delivered up to the gunner. Though 
he had Committed other robberies, yet the Captain diJ- 
charged him *, and all his punifhment confifled in his 
terrible apprehenfions. Being reflored to his country¬ 
men, he was eondueled to the woods in the mid ft of 
their ffiouts ofapplaufe. This man had the gratitude 
to bring a roafled hog and fome bread fruit to the gun- 
Jjcr n<jxc day, as an acknowledgement for the lenity 
Ihewn him. The Captain, firft lieutenant, and piirfer, 
'^erc. at this time very ill; fo that the charge of the 
^effel, and the care of the fick, wsere committed to Mr. 

urneaujT, the fecond lieutenant, who difeharged his 
Qury with zeal and fidelity; and fruit, fowls, and frefli 
pork, wete procured in fuch plenty that at the end of 
. ourteen days almoft every man had pcrfedlly r<icovercd 
^ petre, of the fize of a fmall 

had been found on the 25th on the fliore; but 
er it was brought from the fiiip or not, could not 
earned, after the moft diligent enquiry; but how- 
weK piece was found. On the 2nd of July, 

^egan^to want fruir and frcfli meat, owing to the 


abfence of the old Indian, but we had flill a fufficient 
fupply for the lick. On the 3rd, the fhip's bottom 
was examined, when its- condition was found to be 
nearly the fame as when fhc left England. This day a 
fiiark was caught, which proved an acceptable prefenc 
to the natives. The old Indian, who had vificed the 
interior parts of the ifland in quefl of provifions, re¬ 
turned on the 5th, and brought with him a roafled hog 
as aprefent for the Captain, who in return, gave hi'm 
a looking-glafs, an iron pot, &c. His return was foon 
followed by fome of the natives, wffio had never yet 
vifited the market, and who brought fome hogs that 
were larger than any yet purchafed. Another fort of 
traffic w'as now eflablilhcd between the Indian girls 
and the Tailors. The price of a female's favours was a 
nail or two; but as thefearnen could not always get at 
the nails, they drew them out of fcvernl parts 6 i' the 
fhip; nor could the offenders be difeovered by the 
ffridlefl enquiry. The damage done to the veflel might 
have been eafily repaired ; but a worfc confequence 
arofe from this traffic; for on the gunner’s offering 
fmall nails for hogs, the Indians produced large fpikes,’ 
demanding fuch as thofe. Some of the men "made ufe 
of a particular device to gratify their p.ainons; for when 
they could procure no more nails, they cut lead into 
the fliapc of them, and paffed thofe pieces on their 
unfufpedting paramours. When the Indians difeover¬ 
ed the fraud, they demanded nails for the lead; but 
this juft-demand could not be granted, becaufc it would 
have promoted the fteahng of lead, and likcwife in¬ 
jured the traffic with iron. In confcqucnce of their 
connection with the women, the Tailors became fo im¬ 
patient of cont«rtjul, that the articles of war were read, 
to awe them ihto. obedience ; and a corporal of marines 
was feverely puniflied, for ftriking the mafler at arms, 
d'hc Captain's health being nearly reflored, he went in 
his boat to furvey the ifland, which he found extreme¬ 
ly delightful, and every where wdl peopled. _ 

On Wednefday the 8th, the w’ood-cutters w^ere en¬ 
tertained in a friendly manner by certain Indians, who 
feemed to be of a rank above thofe they had yet feen, 
and fome of thefe vifiting the Captain, he laid before 
them a thirty-lix-flulling piece, a guinea, a -crowm- 
piece, a dollar, fome fiiillings, fome new half-pence, 
and two large nails, intimating that they might take 
their choice, when they eagerly feized the nails, and 
tlien took a few half-pcnce, but left all the other pieces 
untouched. The Indians now refufed to fupply the 
market, unlcfsthey could get large nails in exchange : 
the Captain therefore ordered the fliip to be fcarchcd, 
wthen it was found that almofl all the hammock-nails 
were flolen, and great numbers drawn from dillcrcnt 
places; on which every man was ordered before the 
Captain, who told them, that not a man fhould go 
on flioreicill the thieves w’ere difeovered ; but no good 
confequence arofe from his- threats, at that time. 
Three days after, the gunner condudlcd to the fliip a 
lady of an agreeable face, and portly mein, whofe age 
feemed to be upw^ards of forty. This lady had but 
lately.’ arrived in that part of the ifland, and the gunner 
obfci ving that ihe feemed to have great authority, pre- 
fented her with fome toys; on which flic invited hira 
to her hoiife, and gave him fome fine hogs. She was 
afterwards taken on board, at her own defire. Her 
whole behaviour fliewed her to be a woman of fine 
fenfe and fuperior rank ; the Captain prefented her 
with a looking-glafs and fome toys, and gave her a 
handfome blue mantle, which he tied round her with 
ribbands. As fhc then intimated that fiie fhould be 
glad to fee him on fhore, he fignified his intention of 
vifiting her the next day. Accordingly, on.Saturday 
the 12th, Captain Wallis went on fhore, where fhe met 
him, attended by a numerous retinue, fome of whoio 
flic direded to carry the Captain, and others w ho had 
been ill, over the river, and from thence to her habi¬ 
tation, and the procefTion was clofcd by a guard of 
marines and feanicn. As they advanced, a great num¬ 
ber of Indians crowded to fee them; but, on a flight 
motion of her hand, they made room for the proc ef- 
3 X . fion 

























































2.66 


VOYAGES ROUND the WORLD Complete, 


Hon to pafs. When they drew near her dwelling, many 
perfons of both fexes advanced to meet her, whom 
Ihecaufcd to kifs the Captain’s hand, while flie lignified 
that they were related to her. Her houfe was 320 feet 
in length, and about 40 in breadth. The roof, which 
was covered with the leaves of palm-tree, was fupported 
by a row of pillars on each fide, and another in the 
middle. The higheft part of the thatch on the infide, 
was 30 feet fiom the ground, and the fpacc between the 
Cdcs of the building and the edge of the root, which 
w as about 12 feet, was left open. The Captain, lieute¬ 
nant, and purfer, being feated, the lady helped four 
of her female attendants to pull oft' the gentlemens 
coats, ftiocs, and ftockings, w hich was aukwardly per¬ 
formed ; the girls however fmoothed down the iKin, 
and rubbed it lightly with their hands for more than 
half an hour. I'hc furgeon, being heated with walk¬ 
ing, having pulled oft* his w'ig, one of the Indians 
fereamed out, and the eyes of the whole company were 
inftantly fixed on the w onderful fight, and they remained 
for fome time fixed in furprize. After this, the queen 
ordered fcveral bales of cloth to be brought out, w hich 
were the produce of the country, which were now def- 
tined for the drefs of the Captain and his attendants. 
It was intended that the Captain fliould be carried as 
he had been before, but as he refufed the offer, the queen 
walked arm in arm with him, and lifted him like an 
infant over fuch wet and dirty places as they came to 
in their way. She gave him a fow^ big with young, and 
took her leave w hen ftie had attended him to the beach. 
The gunner being difpatched to w'ait on her the next 
day w ith a prefent of bill-hooks, hatchets, &c. found 
her buffed in entertaining fome hundreds of the Indians 
who were regularly feated round her. She ordered a 
mefsto be provided for the gunner, which he found to 
be very agreeable, and fuppofed to be fowls and apples 
cut fmall, and mixed with fait water. The provifions 
which were diftributed by the queen, were ferved in 
cocoa-fhells, which her fervants brought in a fort of 
trays. This lady took her feat fomewhat above the 
reft of the company, and when they were fupplied, was 
fed by two women fervants, Handing on each fide of 
her. It was obferved that ftie received the Captain's 
prefents w ith an air of great fatisfadion, and the fupply 
of provifions brought to market was now greater than 
ever, but the prices were raifed, in a great meafure 
owing to the commerce between the Englifii feamen and 
the women of the Ifland, of which we have taken notice; 
for which reafon, bclides the orders given for reftraining 
the people belonging to the crew from going on ihorc, 
it was alfo thought proper to prohibit any women from 
palling the river. 

On Tuefday the 14th of this month, the gunner be¬ 
ing on fhore, difeovered a woman on the oppofite lide 
of the river, who feemed to be w-eeping in a moft 
piteous manner. Perceiving that he feemed to take 
notice of her apparent diftrefs, llic fent a youth to him, 
who having made a long oration, laid a branch of plan¬ 
tain at his feet, after which he w ent to fetch the woman, 
and alfo brought tw^o hogs with him. The youth now 
made a long fpeech, and, in the end, the gunner w^as 
given to underftand that her hulband and three of her 
fons, had been killed w'hen the Englifli fired on the 
Indians as above related. She fell fpcechlefs on the 
ground after fhc had told her talc of woe, and two lads 
that attended her, feemed alfo to be much aft'ecled. 
The gunner feeing her diftrefled lituation endeavoured 
to confole her, and at laft ftie became a little calmer, 
offered him her hand, and direded the hogs to be given 
him, nor would flic accept any thing in return for her 
prefent. A large party rowx’d round the ifiand in their 
boats on the 15th, in order to take a view of it, and to 
purchafe provifions. Returning, they brought with 
them a number of hogs and fowls, and fome cocoa-nuts. 
I'hcy found the ifland to be pleafanr, and abounding 
with the neccITaries of life, and fawa great number of 
canoes, feveral of which w^crc not quite finilhed. 'fhc 
natives tools were formed of bones, ffoncs, and fticlls. 
No other four-footed bcaffi but dogs, and hogs, were 


fecn. The inhabitants ate all their meat either b 

or roaffcd,.a 3 they neither had any vcllel wherein 
could be boiled, nor feemed to entertain an idea that' 
could be heated by fire foas to anfwer any. ufeful n 
pofe. One morning, when the lady wc have niention-H 
was at breakfaft, an Indian that attended her havi^ 
obferved the cock of an urn turned, to fill a tea-nn^ 
he alfb turned the cock, when the fcalding water 
upon his hand, he cried out and jumped about 
cabin, while the Indians were equally furprifed and 
terrified at the circumftance. The Captain received 
another vifit from the queen on the 17th, and the fame 
day a great quantity of provifions was purchafed 
of fome of the natives, whom w’e had never before 
dealt with. The next day the queen repeated her vifit 
and made the Captain a prefent of two hogs, and the 
mafter attending her home, ftie cloathed him in the 
drefs of the country, as ftie had done the Captain and 
his retinue. Our provifions received an increafe on the 
19th, by the gunner's fending on board a number of 
hogs and pigs, and abundance of fowls and fruits which 
he had purchafed in the country. .At this time an 
order was made that none of the faiiors Hiould be 
allowed to go on fhore, except thofc that were appointed 
to procure wood, water, or other iieceirarics. 

On Tuefday the 2iff, the queen came again to vifit 
Captain Wallis, and prefented him with fome hogs. 
She likewife invited the Captain to her houfe, who 
attended her home with fome of his officers. She tied 
wreaths of plaited hair round their hats, and on the 
Captain’s file put a tuft of feathers of various colours, 
by w'ay of diftindtion. She came back with them as 
far as the warer-lidc on their return, and ordered fome 
prefents to be put into the boat at their departure. 
Captain Wallis having intimated before they put off, 
that he fhould leave the ifland in feven days time, Ihc 
made figns that file wiftied him to ftay 20 days; but he 
repeating his refolution, ftie burfted into a flood of tears. 
We were now fo well ftored with hogs and poultry, 
that our decks were covered with them, and as the men 
were more inclined to eat fruit than meat, they were 
killed taffer than had been intended. The Captain 
prefented his friend the old Indian with fome cloth and 
other articles, and fent a number of things to the queen, 
among which were a cat with kitten, turkies, geefe, 
hens, and feveral forts of garden feeds. This compli¬ 
ment was returned by a prefent of fruit and hogs. 
Pcafe and other European feeds were fow ed here, and 
the Captain ftaid long enough to fee them come up, 
and to obferve that they were likely to thrive in the 
country. 

On the 25 th, a party was fent on ftiore in order to 
examine the country, and a tent was ereded for the 
purpofe of obfervingan cclipfe of the fun. When it 
was ended, the Captain took his telefcope to the queen, 
who (hewed a furprife fcarcely to be exprefled,on dil- 
covering feveral objeds with which fhe was well ac¬ 
quainted, but ^vhich were too diffant to be feen with¬ 
out the help of a glafs. He afterwards invited her and 
her retinue to come on board the ftiip, w here an elegant 
dinner was prepared, of which all but the queen ate 
heartily; but ftie would neither eat nor drink, 
the return of the party from their excurfion, the qu^n 
was landed with her train. I'he Captain ffiH keeping 
in the fame mind as to the time of his ^ileparturc, 1 
wept again on being informed of his refolution. ^ 
people, w'ho had been fent out this day, reported, t a 
on their firff landing they called on the old Indian, an 
took him into their company, walking fome ® , 
fide of the river, and fome on the other, till the S’* 
rifing almoft perpendicular, they were all obliged 
walk on one fide. On t he borders of the valley 
which the river flowed, the foil \yas black, and t 
were feveral houfes with walled gardens, and ^ 
fowls and hogs. In many places channels were cu 
conduit the water from the hills to the 
No underwood was found beneath the trees, but 
was goodgrafs; the bread-fruit and apple-trees 
let in rows upon the hills, and the cocoa-nut grew 
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level ground. The llreams now meandered through 

.rinus windings, and the crags of mountains hung over 
'hT travellers heads. When they had walked about 
f r miles they refted, and began their breakfiin: under 
apple-tree. At this time they were alamied by a 
Cd liiouc from a number of the natives. On this 
Lv were going to betake themfelves to their arms, 
but the old Indian made figns that they fhould fit ftill. 
He then went to his countrymen, and it was prcfently 
obferved that they became filent and withdrew. They 
afterwards returned, bringing with them fome rcfrcHi- 
mcnts,in exchange for which they received buttons and 
ocher uirtes from the lieutenant. The party then 
proceeded, looking every where for metals and ores, 
but found nothing of that fort worth attending to. 
And now the old Indian being tired, gave his Englilh 
companions to underhand that he was deiirous of re¬ 
turning, but he did not leave them till he had given 
directions to the Indians to clear the way over a moun¬ 
tain. After his departure his countrymen cut branches 
from the trees, and laid them in a ceremonious man¬ 
ner at the feet of the feamen ; they then painted them- 
felvcs red with the berries of a tree, and ftained their 
gannents yellow with the bark of another. By the af- 
iillancc of thefe people, the mod difficult parts of the 
mountains were climbed, and they again refreflied 
themfelves at its fummit, when they faw other moun¬ 
tains fq much above them, that they feemed as in a 
valley. Tow'ards the fea. the profpeifl was inexprcffibly 
beautiful, the fides of the hills being covered with 
trees, and the valleys with grafs, while the whole country 
was interfperfed with villages. They faw but few 
houfes on the mountains above them, but as fmoke w'as 
obferved in many places, it was conjcdUircd, that the 
higheft were inhabited. Many fpnngs guflied from 
the fides of the mountains, all of which were covered 
with w'ood on the fides and with fern on the fummit. 
The foil even on the high land w-as rich, and the fugar 
canc grew without cultivation; as did likewifc tur¬ 
meric and ginger. Having a third time refreflied 
themfelves, they defeended towards the fhip, occafion- 
ally deviating from the diredf way, tempted by the 
plcafant ficuation of feveral houfes, the inhabitants of 
which entertained them in the mofi: hofpitable manner. 
They faw parrots, parroquets, green doves, and ducks. 
The lieutenant planted the ftones of cherries, peaches 
and plumbs, feveral kinds of garden feeds, and oranges, 
lemons and limes. In the afternoon they rcflcd on a 
delightful fpot, where the inhabitants drefied them two 
hogs and feveral fowls. Here they fiaid till evening, 
when they rewarded the diligence of their guides, and 
repaired to the fliip. 

Captain was vifitcd by the queen 
with her ufual prefents, and this day wc difeontinued 
taking in wood and water, and prepared for failing. A 
locator number of Indians now came to the fea-fliore, 
t an we had ever yctfecn; and of thefe feveral appeared 
to c perfons of confcquence. In the afternoon the 
queen vifitcd Captain Wallis, and folicited him to 
remain ten days longer; but being informed that he 
ou d certainly fail on the following day, (he burfi: into 
ars. She now demanded when he v\x)uld come again, 
remained oh board till 
fori being informed that the boat waited 

A 'vith more violence than fiie had yet 

affe<flionate woman went over 
fervi Indian who had been fo 

hi<sfn n ^ This man had fignified that 

^vith the Captain; but when the time 
wis ^ y^tith was hot to be found, from whence it 
old m ^ parental afPedion had caufed the 

twn forfeit his word. The next morning early 

the ^ ^ oafks of water; but 

the alarmed at finding the fliore crowded with 

Queen Prepared to return. This occafioned the 
tetirern J’^^'^ard, who ordered the Indians to 
oiadc ^'<^0 of the river, after which flic 

they weS fiir * boats to come on fliore. While 
•og the water flic ordered feme prefents to 


be put into the boat, and earneflly dclired to go once 
more to the fliip, but the officer beifig ordered not to 
bring off a Angle native, flie ordercd her double canoe 
out, arid was followed by many others. When flie had 
been onboard for an hour, weeping and lamenting, we 
took advantage of a frefli breeze, and got under fail. 
She now embraced the captain and ofiiccis, and left the 
fliip; but as the wind fell, the canoes piit back, and 
reached the fliip again, to which the queen’s w'as made 
faff, and advancing to the bow of it flie there renewed 
her lamentations. Captain Wallis prefehced her with 
feveral articles of ufc and ornament, all which flic re¬ 
ceived in mournful filence. The breeze fpringing up 
again, the queen and her attendants took their final 
leave, and tears were flied on both fideS. 

'The place were the ihipliad lain at anchor, \VdS called 
Port Royal Harbour, and is fituate in 17 deg. 30 min. 
of foLith lac. arid 150 deg. of weff long. 

The following are the particulars we have feleiflcd Of 
the cuffoms, manners, &c. of the people of Otaheire. 
With regard to their flature, the men are from five feet 
feven to five feet ten inches high, the flandard of the 
women, in general, near three inches Ihortcr, the tallcft 
among them being about five feet feven inches, they 
were moff ly handfomc, and fome of them are deferibed 
as being really beautiful. The complexion of fiich of 
the men as are much employed on the water is reddifli, 
but their natural colour is what is called tawny. The 
colour of their hair is not like that of the Eaft Indians 
and Americans, black, but is diverfified like that of the 
Europeans, having among them black, brown, red, 
and flaxen; moff of the children having the latter; 
when loofe, it has a ftrong natural curl, ..but it is ufually 
worn tied in two bunches, one on each fide the head, 
or in a Angle bunch in the middle. They anoint the 
head with the oil of the cocoa-nut, mixed with a root of 
a fragrant fmell. The women, as we have before obferved, 
do not confider chaffity as a virtue, for they not only 
readily and openly trafficked with our people for per- 
fonal favours, but were brought down by their fathers 
and brothers for the purpofeof proffitution; they were, 
however, confeious of the value of beauty; and the fize 
of the nail chat was demanded for the enjoyment of the 
lady, was always in proportion to her charms. When 
a man offered a girl to the carelfesof a railor* he (hewed 
affick of the fize of the nail that was to purchafe her 
company; and if our people agreed, (lie was fentover 
to them, for our feamen were not permitted to crofs the 
river. 

T'hcir cloaths are formed of two pieces of cloth, 
made of the bark of a (limb, and not unlike coarfc china 
paper. In one of them a hole is made for the head to 
pafs through, and this hangs down to the middle of the 
leg, from the fiioulders both before and behind; the 
other piece which is between four and five yards long, 
and nearly one broad, they wrap round the body, and 
the whole forms an eafy, decent, and graceful drefs. 
They adorn themfelves with flowers, jfeathers, (hells, 
and pearls. The laff are worn chiefly by the women ; 
the Captain purchafed two dozen of a fmall fize and 
good colour, but they were all fpoiled by boring. Mr. 
Furneaux faw feveral, in his excurfion to the w'eff, but 
he could purchafe-none with any thing he had to ofl'er. 
It is a univerfal cuffom with both fexes, to mark the 
hinder part of their thighs and loins with black lines in 
various forms. This is done by flriking the teeth of an 
inffrument, fomewhat like a comb, juff through the 
(kin, and rubbing into the puntffurcs a kind of paffe 
made of foot and oil, which leaves an indelible (tain. 
The boys and girls under twelve years of age are 
not marked, but wc faw a few men whole legs were 
punctuated, and thefe appeared to be perfons of dif- 
tinClion. 

One of the principal attendants on the queen, was 
much more difpofed to imitate our manners than the 
reft; and our people, with whom he foon became a fa¬ 
vourite, diffinguiflicd him by the name of Jonathan. 
This man Mr. Furneaux clothed completely in an Ena- 
ii(h drefs, and it became him extremely well. As 
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\s'ds Ihoal water at the landing place, our officers were 
carried by the india.nis on fhore, and Jonathan, afluming 
ftate with his new finery, would be carried by fome of 
his people in the fame manner. In attempting to ufe 
a knife and fork at meals, at lirft his hand always came 
to his mouth, and the vid:uals, on the end of the fork, 
went away to his car. Befides the articles already men¬ 
tioned, thefe people cat the flcffi of dogs. Rats ab(3und 
in the illand, but, as far i^s w-e could difeover, they make 
no part of their food. In their rivers are godd tafted 
mullets, but they are neither large nor in plenty^ On 
the reef are cray-filh, conchs, mufcles, and other Ihell-. 
hffi, which they gather at low water, and cat raw with 
bread fruit before they come on fhore. At a fmall dil- 
tance from hence, they catch with lines, anti hooks ot 
mother of pearl, parrot-filh, groopers, and many other 
forts, of which they are fo fond, that we could feldom 
prevail upon them to fell us a few at any price. Their 
nets are of an enormous lize, with very fmall meffies, 
with' which they catch abundance of the fmall fry; 
but w hilc they were ufing both nets and lines with great 
fuGcefs, we could not catch a fingle fifh with either; nor 
even with their hooks and lines, fome of which we had 
procured. 

The manner in which they drefs their food is fomewhat 
fingular. They firft kindle a fire by loibbing the end of 
one piece of dry wood together, in the fame manneras our 
carpenters whet a chiifel. Having alfo dug a pit about 
half a foot deep, and two or three yards in circumfer¬ 
ence, they pave the bottom with large pebble ffoncs, 
laid down fmooth and even, and then kindle a fire in it 
with dry wood, leaves, and the hufks of the cocoa-nut. 
When the flonesarc fufficiently heated, they takeout the 
embers, and rake up the allies on every fide; then they 
cover the Hones with a layer of green cocoa-nut tree 
leaves, and wrap up the animal that is to be dreged 
in the leaves of the plaintain: if a fmall hog they wrap 
it up whole, if a large one they fplit it. When it is 
placed in the pit, they cover it with the hot embers, and 
lay upon them bread-fruit and yams, which arc alfo 
wrapped up in the leaves of the plaintain: over thefe 
they fpread the remainder of the embers, mixing among 
them fome of the hot Hones, with more leaves upon 
them, and laflly, to keep the heat in, they clofe all up 
with earth. After a time proportioned to the fize of 
w hat is drcHing, the ov'cn is opened, and the meat taken 
out, which is tender, full of gravy, and, in the opinion . 
of Captain Wallis, better in every refped: than that 
which is dreHed in the European manner. Their only 
fauces are fruit and fait water; and their kniyes are 
made of Hiclls, wdth w hich they carve very dexteroufly, 

,always cutting from them. They were greatly aHo- 
niffied w hen they faw meat boiled in a, pot by our gun¬ 
ner, who, while he prefided over the market, iifed to 
dine on fhore; but from the time that the old man was 
in poflenion of an iron pot, he, and his friends, had 
boiled meat every day. The iron pots which the Cap¬ 
tain gave to the queen, were alfo conHantly in ule. The 
only liquor thefe pcqple have for drinking, is water; and 
they are ignorant of the art of fermenting the juice of 
any vegetable, fo as to give it an intoxicating quality. 

It is true they occalionally pluck and chew pieces of the 
fugarcanc, but have no idea of extracting, .any fpirit 
from it. 

By the fears, with w hich many of thefe people are 
marked, it feems evident, that they fometimes engaged 
in war with each other. The remains of wounds that 
were vilible appeared to be made with Hpnes, blud¬ 
geons, or other blunt weapons. That they have (kill 
m furgery, the following inHance afforded us fufficient 
proof. One of ourfailors, when on fliorc, had a large 
fplinter run into his foot, and his nieffraate tried in vain 
to extract it with a pen-knife. The old Indian, who hap- ! 
pened to be prefent, called over one of his countrymen, j 
who was Handing on the oppofite fide of the river, who, 
having examined the feaman’s foot, went immediately 
down to the beach, and taking up a fhell, broke it to a 
point with his teeth; with this inltrumemt he laid open 
the place, and drew out the fplinter. In the mean time' 
the old man repaired to a wood, and returned with fome 

gum of the apple tree, and, having I'pread it upon 
piece of cloth, applied it to the wound, which, ^ 

days tiitie, was perfectly healed. Our llirg^n 7 
terwards ufed this vulnerary baifam with great 1 ^*' 
cefs. In this illand arc feveraj flieds enclofed^withir' 
wall, and the area is generally paved with large rou^j 
Hones; but it appeared, not to be much trodden, for th 
grafs grew every where hetvyeert them^ On the 
of the wall were feveral rude figures relcmbiing niJ 
women, hogs and dogSi carved oh poHs, that wS 
fixed in the ground. We do not think thefe places an 
fet apart for religious worlhip, of which we could iw)t 
di fcover the leaH traces among thefe people; but we con 
jeCture they may be rcpofitories of the dead, for we faw 
many of the natives enter them, .with a flow pace and 
dcjed:cd countenance. 

They have three kinds of canoes. One arc linmed 
out of lingle trees, ufed chiefly for fifhing, and carr^r 
from two to fix men. We faw' many of thcic U|.ioiuhc 
reef., A fecond fort are made of planks fewed neady 
together, and large enough to hold forty men. Two of 
them are generally laflied together, having two malh 
fet up between them; but, if Angle, they have an out¬ 
rigger on one fide, and only one mall in the middle. 

• T'hcy fail in thefe beyond the light of land, probablvto 
other illands, and bring home plaintains, bananas, and 
other fruits. A third kind, not unlike the gondolas of 
Venice, arc intended principally for fliew, and ufed by 
parties of plcafurc. Thefe are very large, but have not 
any fails. I'he middle is covered with a large awning, 
and fome of the people lit upon it and fome undent. 
On thefirll and fecond day after our arrival, fome nf 
thefe vcffcls came near the ffiip; but afterwards w.eonly 
faw, three OF four times a week, a procfilhan ofiaght 
or ten of them pa fling at a dillance, with Hrcanicrs Hy¬ 
ing, and a great number of fmaU eanocs attendingthim 
T hey frequently rowed to the outward point of a reef, 
thac.lay about four mifes td the weHward or-us, where 
they continued about an hour and then returned, llicfe 
proceflions arp made only in line weather, and on iuch 
occaflons the people on board arc drefl^; ptlwugh in 
the other canoes, they have nothing but ar piece oFtioth 
wTapped round the middle. Thofe in the large ca¬ 
noes,wlu) rowed and; Jleered, .were dr.ciled .in.Nvhite; 
thofe who fat upon the awning and.imder.il, in whiteanii 
red; and two men, who;;were ipiounxed <»i thepnnv ol 
each vclfcl, in red The .plank.of.chele 

made by fplitting a treejTvithfth^ grain, into as njany 
thin pieces as they can. Tfle tree is lirH felled Avith a 
kind of hatchet, or adze, made of a hard grecniffi Aone, 
fitted very completely into a handlt: it is then cut into 
fuch lengths, as are required for the plank, otfecntl of 
which is heated till ,it begins to crack, and tbcnr\vun 
wedges of hard wood tficy fpiit. it down 1 fome or iheuc 
planks are two feet broad, and from 15 to 20 feet long. 
They fmooth them with adzes of the fame inntena>s 
and conHruclion, but of a fmallcr fizc:: We faw ux or 
eight men fometimes at work upon the fame plank, 
as their tools foon lofc their edge, every mhn has byiim 
a! cocoa-nut fi'iell filled with water, and a flat pne, 
whereon he fliarpens his adze almoH every minute. 
The planks arc generally bTought to the thicknpfs 0 
about an inch, and are afterwards fitted to the boat \ut 
the fame exadlnefsas would be expeefedTrom an cxptt 
joiner. To fallen thefe planks together, hole^'aijY*} [ 
through which a kind of plaited cordage |s 
,Our nails anfwcred the purpofe of faHening j 

ther much bettvir. The foams, arc caulked 
rulhes, and the whole outfidc of the canoe is- piim 
a gummy fubHanec, produced from their trees, ^ 
which is HibHitiitcd in the room of pitch. 
which they,ufe for their large canoes, is that 
p|c tree; which grows very large and Hrait. - 
thefe meafured near eight feet in the girth,, . 

twenty tp forty in the branches,*with very 
tion in the fize. ^ Th^ir fmall canoes are nothing n ^ 
than the hollowed trunks of the bread-fruit-tree, ^ 

is.Hill more light and fpongy. The trunk of mi"* 
is fix feet in girth. . j fOd- 

In the bpinion of Captain Wallis, this illand 0 
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*T"^^e of the moft healthy as well as delightful 
‘ world. The climate appears to be very 
Tndwefaw no appearance of difeafe among the 
good, an covered with wood, and the vaU 

wlih herbage. The air in general is fo pure, that, 
Twhhft.indin|the heat, our flelli meat kept very well 
"“n rfws* and our fifh one. We met with no frog, toad, 

fcorpiinicentipied, or fetpent, of any kind; and the 
T rroublcfome infeds that we faw were ants, of which 
Tl wwbut few. The fouth-eaft part of the iOand 
(•ms to be better cultivated and inhabited than where 
’ , fof we faw every day boats come round from 
thence laden with plantains and other fruits. While we 
Lv off this idand, the benefit we received, with refpedl 
to the iliip’s company, was beyond our moft fanguine 
exDCiflations. for we had not now an invalid aboard, 
exSpt the two lieutenants, and the captain, and they 
were recovering, though ftill in a feeble condition. 

Manyaffertions have been advanced with refpedt to 
the firft introducers of the venereal difeafe into this 
ifland. " It is certain, (obferves Captain Wallis) that 
none of our people contracted the venereal difeafe here, 
and therefore, as they had free commerce with great 
numbers of the women, there is the greateft probability 
that it was not then known in the country. It was, 
however, found here by Captain Cook in the Endeav¬ 
our, and as no European veffel is known to have vi- 
fited this ifland before Captain Cook's arrival, but the 
Dolphin, and the Boudeufe and Etoil, commanded by 
M. Bougainville, the reproach of having contaminated 
with that dreadful peft, a race of happy people, to whom 
its miferies had till then been unknown, mull be due 
either to him or to me, to England or to France; and 
I think myfelf happy to be able to exculpate myfclf 
and my country beyond a poflibility of a doubt. It is 
well known, that the furgeon on board his majefty’s 
(hips keeps a lift of the perfons who arc fick on board, 
fpccifying their difeafes, and the rimes when they came 
under his care, and when they were difebarged. It 
happened that I was once at the pay table on board a 
Ihip, when fevcral failors objeClcd to the payment of 
the furgeon, alledging, that although he had difeharged 
them from the lift, and reported them to be cured, yet 
their cure was incomplete. From this time it has been 
my conftant praClicc when the furgeon reported a man 
tobccurcd, whohad been upon the lick lift, to call the 
man before me, and afk him w'hethcr the report was 
true: if he allcdged that any fymptoms of his com¬ 
plaint remained, 1 continued him upon the lift; if not, 
I required him, as a confirmation of the furgeon’s report, 
to fign the book, which was always done in my pre- 
fcnce. A copy of the fick lift on board the Dolphin, 
during this voyage, figned by every man in my pre- 
fcnce, when he was dilcharged well, in confirmation of 
the furgeon’s report, written in my owm hand, and con¬ 
firmed by my athdavit, I have dcpofited in the admi- 
nlty; by which it appears, that the laft man on board 
the Ihip, in her voyage outward, who was upon the fick 
fill for the venereal difeafe, except one w'ho was fent to 
England in the ftore ftiip, was difeharged cured, and 
figned the book on the ayth of December 1766, near fix 
months before our arrival at Otaheite, which was on the 
19th of June 1767; and that the firft man w ho was upon 
the lift for that difeafe, in our return home, was entered 
^fith of February 1768, fix months after we left 
the ifland, which was on the 26th of July 1767; fo that 
the (hip’s company was intircly free fourteen months 
n *^1?^^ day, the very middle o(w hich time we fpent 
at Otaheite; and the man who w'as firft entered as a ve- 
freal’patient, in our return home, was known to have 
contracted the difeafe at the Cape of Good Hope, where 
then lay.” ^ ^ 

The old Indian, who had been lb iifcful in carrying on 
. ^^tercourfe with the natives, had often intimated, 

' ^ about fourteen years of age, Ihould 

ark on board the Ihip; and the lad feemed well in- 
country, and undertake the voyage; 
thn the Ihip was about to fail, the youth 

eifh from a change of mind 

er m him or his father. A few months after the 
N*' ifland, M. de Bougainville touched 


here, artd ^Vith him one of the natives embarked; but 
from the difparity in their ages, it could not be the 
fame perfon w'ho had engaged to accompany Captain 
Wallis. The name of this adventurer was Aotorou. 
He left his country with great fatisfadlion and cheer- 
fulnefs. Mis hiftory is Ihort, and as follows. The firft 
European fettlement that M. de Boilgainvillc touched 
at, after leaving Otaheite, was Boero, in the Moluccas. 
The furprize of Aotourou was extravagant, at feeing 
men drelfed in the European manner j houfes, gardens, 
and various domeftic animals, in great variety and 
abundance. Above all, he is faid to have valued that 
hofpitality that was there cxercifed, with an ait of fin- 
cerity and freedom. As he faw no exchanges made, he 
apprehended the people gave every thing without re¬ 
ceiving any return. He prefently took occafion to let 
the Dutch iinderftand, that in his country he was a chief, 
and that he had undertaken this voyage with his friends 
for his own pleafure. In vifirs, at table, and in w alk- 
ing, he endeavoured to imitate the manners and cuf- 
toms of the Europeans. When M. dc Bougainville left 
Aotourou on board, on his firft vilit to the governor, he 
imagined the omiflion was owing to his knees being 
bent inwards, and with greater limplicity than good 
fenfe, he applied to fome of the fcamen to get upon 
them, fuppofing they would, by that means, be forced 
into a ftra'ght diredtion. He w’as very carneft to know 
if Pans was as fine as the Dutch fadtory where he then 
was. At Batavia, the delight which he felt on his firft 
arrival, from the fight of theobjedls that prefented them- 
felves might operate, in fome degree, as an antidote to 
che poifon of the place; but during the latter part of 
their ftay here, he fell fick, and continued ill a conlidcr- 
able time through the remainder of the voyage; but his 
readinefs in taking phyfic, was equal to a man born at 
Paris. Whenever he fpoke of Batavia afterwards, he 
always called it cnouc mate ** the land that kills.” This 
Indian, duringa rcfidcnceof two years in Fiance, docs 
not appear to have done much credit Co himfelf or hi.s 
country. At the end of that time he could only utter 
a few words of the language; which indqcilc difpofition 
M. de Bougainville cxcufes with great ingenuity and ap¬ 
parent reafon, by obferving, that, ** he w as at lead thirty 
years of age ; that his memory had never been excr- 
eifed before in any kind of ftudy, nor had his mind 
ever been employed at all. He was totally different 
from an Italian, a German, or an Englifiiman, who can, 
in a twelvemonth’s time, (peak a French jargon tolerably 
well; but then thefe havea fimilar grammar; their mo¬ 
ral, phyfical, political, and focial ideas are much the 
fame, and all expreffed by certain words in their lan¬ 
guage as they are in the French tongue; they have there¬ 
fore little more than a tranflation to fix in their memo¬ 
ries, which retentive faculties have been exercifed from 
their infancy. The Otaheitean man, on the contrary, 
having only a fmall number of ideas, relative on the one 
hand, to the moft fimplcand limited focie^, and, on the 
other, to wants which are reduced to the fmalleft num¬ 
ber poflible, he would have, firft of all, as it w’cre, to 
create a world of new ideas, in a mind as indolent as his 
body; and this previous work muft be done before he can 
come fo far as to adapt to them the words of an Euro¬ 
pean language, by which they are to be exprclTed." 
But Aotourou feems to have kept very much below the 
ftandard, w'hich the French apologift pleads he was not 
required to furpafsj for he really was notable, after two 
years inftruclion, to tranflatc his Otaheitean ideas, few 
and fimple as they w’cre, into French. This itinerant 
embarked at Rochelle A. D. 1770, on board the Brif- 
fon, which was to carry him to the ifle of France, from 
whence, by order of the French miniftry, he w as to be 
fent by the intendant to his native country: and for this 
purpofc, M. dc Bougainville informs us that hcgavefifl- 
tecn hundred pounds ftcrling, (a third part of his whole 
fortune) towards the equipment of the Ihip intended for 
this navigation. But notwithftanding thefe endeavours 
to reftore the adventurous Aotourou to his country and 
connc(flions, he had not reached tlicm when Capt. CJopJ: 
was at Otaheite in 1774: and Mr. Forftcr fays he died of 
the fmall pox. 
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CHAP. HI. 

The Dolphin fails from King George the TJjircTs IJland—Her pajfage from thence to Tinian—Sir Charles Saunders's 

Hozve's — Scilly — Bofcaveens — Keppets—and Captain IVallis's ijlands difc&vered—The prefent fate of Tinian def 
crihed—Run from that ijland to Bntavia-^Incidents and tranfah ions at this laji place—The Dolphin continues jL 
voyage to the Cape of Good Hope—Returns to England^ and anchors in the Downs on Friday the 'loth of May ^ 
having circumnavigated the Globe, from the time of weighing anchor in Plymouth Sounds in jufl 637 days j 
accomplijhcd her voyage a month and a day fooner than fhe h^ done when under the command of Commodore Byron, * 


O N Sunday the 26th of July, 1767, wc took our 
departure from the ifland of Otaheite; and on the 
27th, palled the Duke of York’s Ifland, the middle 
and weft end whereof is very mountainous, but the caft 
end is lower, and the coaft juft within the beach 
abounds with plantain-trees, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, 
and apple-trees. On the 28th, we difeovered land, 
which was called Sir Charles Saunders’s Ifland. It is 
about fix miles long from E. to W. and lies in latitude 17 
deg. 28. min. fouth, and in 151 deg. 4min. weft longi¬ 
tude. On the weather fide are many great breakers, 
and the lee-fide is rocky, ncverthelefs, in many places 
there appears to be good anchorage. In the center is a 
mountain, which feeras to be fertile. The few inhabi¬ 
tants we faw appeared to live in a wretched manner, in 
fmall huts, very different from the ingenious natives of 
King George’s Ifland. Cocoa-nut and other trees 
grew on the fliore, but all of them had their tops blown 
away. On the 30th, we again made land, at day-break, 
bearing N. by E. to N. W. Wc ftood for it but could 
find no anchorage, the whole ifland being encircled by 
dangerous breakers. It is about ten miles in length, 
and four in breadth, and lies in latitude 16 deg. 46 min. 
fouth, and in 154 deg. 13 min. weft longitude. On 
the lec part a few cocoa nuts w'cre growing, and we 
perceived fmoke, but no inhabitants. The Captain 
named this new difeovered land Lord Howe’s Ifland. 
In the afternoon we difeovered in latitude 16 deg. 
28 min fouth, longitude 155 deg. 30 min. weft, a group 
of iflands or fhoals, exceeding dangerous; for in the 
night, however clear the leather, and by day, if it is 
hazy, a Ihip may run upon them without feeing 
land. At five o’clock we deferied the breakers, run¬ 
ning a ^cat way to the fouthw-ard; and foon after low 
land to the S. W. We turned to windward all night, 
and at nine o’clock, of the 3 r ft, got round the fhoals 
and named them Scilly Iflands. 

On Thurfday the 13th ofAuguft, having continued 
ur courfc weftwatd, two fmall iflands came in view. 
The firft, at noon bore W. half S. diftant five leagues, 
and had the appearance of a fugar loaf. The center of 
the fccond rofc in the form of a peak, and bore W. S. 
W, diftant fix leagues. To one, which is nearly a circle, 
in diameter three miles, wc gave the name of Bofeawen’s 
Ifland; and this we believe to be the only inftance 
w hich occurs, of an ifland receiving the name of a de- 
ceafed great man. Admiral Bofeawen died in the year 
1761. The other ifland, w hich is throe miles and a 
half in length, we called Keppel’s Ifle. Port Royal at 
this time bore eaft 4 deg. fouth, diftant 478 leagues. 
At tw'O o’clock, P. M. we faw fcveral inhabitants upon 
Bofeaw en’s Ifland; but Keppcl’s being to w*indward, and 
appearing more likely to afford us good anchorage, 
we hauled up for it. At fix, being diftant therefrom 
nearly two miles, we obferved, by the help of our glaffes, 
many of the natives upon the beach ; but w^e did not 
attempt to anchor, on account of fome breakers at a 
fonliderable diftance from the ifland. However, on 
the 14th, early in the morning, the boats were dif- 
patched to found and vifit the ifland. At noon they 
returned, without having found any ground, within a 
cable’s length of it; bur feeing a reef of rocks, they had 
hauled round the fame, and got into a large deep bay 
full of rocks: without this was anchorage from 14 to 
20 fathoms, bottom fiind and coral; and within a 
rivulet of good water; but the fliore being rocky, they 
W’ent in fcarch of a better landing place, which they 
found about half a mile farther, and went afliorc. Our 
people reported, that the inhabitants were not unlike 


thofc of Otaheite; they were cloathed in a kind of 
matting, and were remarkable for having the firft joint 
of their little fingers cut off. They feemed to be peace 
ably inclined, and three of them from their canoes came 
into the boats when they put off, but fuddcnly jumped 
overboard, and fwam back to the ifland, where about 
50 of their countrymen ftood on the fliore ready to 
receive them, but who would not advance nearer than 
about 100 yards to our people. Thefe brought on 
board two fowls, and fome fruit, but they faw not any 
hogs. Till this day. Captain Wallis had entertained a 
delign of returning to England by the way of the Ma¬ 
gellanic Straits; but as no convenient watering place 
was to be_ found at this ifland, and as the fliip had re¬ 
ceived fome damages, that had rendered her unfit to 
encounter a rough fea, he determined to fail for Tinian, 
from thence to Batavia, and fo home by the Cape of 
Good Hope. By this route, as far as we could judge, 
we expedled to be fooner at home, and fuppofing the 
fliip might not be in a condition to make the whole 
voyage, wc fliould ftill have a greater probability of 
faving our lives, as from this place to Batavia, we fhould 
have a calm fea, and be not far from port. We think 
it rather extraordinary that a thought Ihould be enter¬ 
tained by Captain Wallis, of returning by the way we 
came; as, independent of the prodigious unncceflary 
rifk that would be run, the honour of having gone over 
the entire circumference of the globe would have been 
loft: for a voyage into the South Sea would have had 
nothing attractive in its found; but a voyage round the 
world, was calculated to draw general attention. In 
confequence of the above refolution, we pafled Bof¬ 
eawen’s Ifland, which is well inhabited, and abounds 
with timber; but Kcppel's is by far the largeft and 
beft Ifland of the two. The former lies in latitude 
15 50 fouth, longitude 175 deg. weft; 

and the latter in latitude 15 deg. 55 min. longitude 
17s deg. 3 min. weft from London. Wc continued 
our courfe W. N. W. and. 

On Sunday the i6th, at ten o’clock, A. M. we dif- 
covered land bearing N. by E. and at noon were within 
three l^gues of it. Within fliore the land appeared 
to be high, but at the water-fide it was low; and leenied 
to be furrounded with reefs that extended two or three 
miles into the fea. The coaft is rocky, and the trees 
grow almoft to the edge of the water. We hauled 
without a reef of rocks, to get round the lee-fide of the 
ifland, and at the fame time fent oft' the boats to found 
and examine the coaft. Our people found the trees to 
be of different forts, many of them very large, but 
all without fruit: on the lee-fide indeed were a few 
cocoa-nuts, but not a Angle habitation was to be feen; 
nor any kind of animals, either birds or beafts, except 
fea fowl. Soon after they had got near the fliore, 
feveral canoes came up to them, each having fix 
eight men on board. They appeared to be a robuu. 
adive people, and w^ere clothed with only a kind ot 
mat that was wrapped round their waifts. They were 
armed with large maces or clubs, fuch as Hercules is 
reprefented with, two of which they fold to our maftcr 
for a few nails and trinkets. Thefe people attemptu^ 
to ftcal the cutter, by hauling her upon fhe rocks, ^ 
gun was fired clofe to one of their faces, the report oi 
which fo terrified them, that they decamped with the 
utmoft fpecd. When the boats, on their return ^ 
fliip, came near to deep water, they were impeded I 
points of rocks ftanding up, the whole reef, except m 
one part, being now dry, and a great fea broke over it* 
The Indians obfcrvlng this followed our boats in tne*^ 
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—-.1 alone the reef till they got to the breach, 

"a'Then they rowed back. We (hall here remark, as 
rraordinary circumftance, that although no fort 
was feen on any of the lately difeov^red illands 
1; the natives were no fooner polTelTed ot a piece of 
? - thm they began to (liarpen it, but did not treat 
er or brais in the fame manner. When the boats 
“PP ed, which was about fix in the evening, the maftcr 
Ictmrted that all within the reef was rocky, but that 
r two or three places without it there was good an¬ 
chorage in r8, 14. and 12 fathoms, ii^pon fand and 
oral The opening in the reef is 6o fathoms broad, 
where if prefled bv necedity, a fliip may anchor, or 
*in eiffht fathoms ; but it will not be fafe to moor 
with a greater length than half a cable. This ifland 
the officers called after the name of our commander, 
Wallis's IHand. It is fituated in latitude 13 deg. 
18 min. fouth, and in 177 deg. weft longitude. Having 
hoifted in our boats we ran down four miles to leeward, 
where we lay till the morning; and then, finding that 
the current had fet us out of fight of the ifland, we made 
fail to the N. W. 1 . • 

On Friday the 28th, we crofted the line into northern 
latitude, our longitude being, by obfervation, 187 deg. 
24 min. weft from London. During this couifc many 
birds were feen about the fhip, one of which was caught, 
and refemblcd exadly a dove in fize, fliape, and 
colour. On the 29th, in latitude 2 deg. 50 min. north, 
and in 188 deg. weft longitude, we crofted a great 
rippling, which ftrctched from the N. E. to the S. W. 
as far as the eye could reach from the maft-head. We 
founded, but found no bottom, M-ith a line of 200 fathoms. 

On the 3rd of September, being Thurfday, we faw 
land, which was thought to be two of the Pifeadone 
IHands. The latitude of one of them is 11 deg. north, 
longitude 192 deg. 30 min. weft, and that of the other 
u deg. 20 min. north, longitude 192 deg. 58 min. 
At five o’clock, A. M. we faw more land in the N. W. 
and at fix, in the N. E. obferved an Indian prow', 
fuch as is deferibed in the account of Lord Anfon’s 
voyage. Perceiving fhe made towards us, we hoifted 
Spanifh colours: but fhe came no nearer than wdthin 
two miles, at which diftance fhe tacked, flood to the 
N. N. W. and was out of fight in a fhort time. On 
the 7th, we faw a curlew, and on the 9th, we caught a 
land bia 1 , very much refemblinga ftaiiing. On Thurf¬ 
day the 17th, we obferved in latitude 15 deg. north, 
longitude 212 deg. 30 min. W. On the i8th, at fix 
o'clock, A. M. wc deferied the ifland of Saypan, bearing 
W. by N. diftant ten leagues. In the afternoon we 
came in fight of Tinian, made fail for the road ; and 
on Saturday the 19th, we came to an anchor in 22 
fathoms, fandy ground, at about a mile diftant from 
the ffiore, and half a mile from the reef. We loft 
no time, after the fhip w'as fecured, in fending the 
boats on (bore, to ere<i tents, and procure fome re- 
ircfliments. In a few hours they returned with oranges, 
limes, and cocoa-nuts. The furgeon, w ith all the in- 
v^lids, were landed w’ith the utmoft expedition; alfo 
thefmith’s forge, and a cheft of carpenter’s tools. The 
^apiaip and firft lieutenant, both being in a very fickly 
condition, went likewdfe afliore, taking with them a 
jnate and 12 men to hunt for cattle in the country. 
JJn the 20th, the mafter informed us, that there was a 
1^^. to the fouthward ; we therefore warped 

t e ihip a little way up, and moored with a cable each 
''ay. At fix o'clock in the evening, our hunters brought 
^ ^fine young bull, of near 500 weight, part of which 
fhorc, and fent the remainder on board, 
n a good fupply of fruit. I'hc amount of the peo- 
^ fickand well, was 53. On the 21 ft, 

Degan the neceftary repairs of the fttip. The car- 
Fn CIS were fet at work to caulk her : all the fails were 
^end^ I tbe fail-makers w ere employed to 

iron "bile the armourers were bufy on the 

Thp f making new chains for the rudder. 

recovered very faft from the day they firft 
Irom * ^bis, however, was fo difterent 

"mat wc found it in Oraheite, that flefh meat, 
4 


which there kept fweet two days, could here be fcarcely 
kept fw'eet one. Near the landing-place wc faw the 
remains of many cocoa-nut trees, which had all been 
w’antonly cut down for the fruit; and w'e w'cre obliged 
to go three miles into the country' to procure a finglc 
nut. The hunters alfo fuftered incredible fatigue, 
going frequently 10 or 12 miles, through one continued 
thicket, and the cattle were fo wild, that it w as very 
difficult to come near them. On this account one 
party was ordered to relieve another; and Mr. Gore 
with 14 men w'ere ftationed at the north part of the 
iftand, where cattle W'cre in much greater plenty. At 
day-break everv morning, a boat went off to bring in 
what they caught, or killed, and in this ifland we pro¬ 
cured beef, poultry, papaw apples, and all the other re- 
frefliments, of which an account is given in LordAnfon's 
voyage; but w'hich differs in fome particulars from 
the report made of this place by C omm odore Byron. 
During our ftay at this place, the fliip was laid down 
by the ftern, to get at fome of the fheathing which had 
been much torn; and in repairing the copper, the 
carpenter difeovered and flopped a leak under the 
lining of the knee of the head, by which we had rcafon 
to hope moft of the water, that the veflel had lately 
admitted in foul w'eather, came in. 

On Thurfday the 15th of OAober, all the fick being 
recovered, our w’ood and water completed, and the 
Dolphin made fit for fea, every thing was ordered on 
board from the fliore; and all our men were embarked 
from the watering-place, each having, at leaft, 500 
limes ; and we had feveral tubs full of the fame fruit 
on the quarter deck, for every one of the crew to 
fqueeze into his water what he fliould think fit. On 
the 16th, at day break, we weighed, and failed out of 
the bay, fending the boats at the fame time to the north 
end of the ifland, to bring off Mr. Gore and his hunters. 
At noon they came on board with a fine large bull 
which they had juft killed. On Wednefday the 21ft, 
we held on a w'efterly courfe; and on the 22nd, Tinian 
being diftant 277 leagues, wc faw feveral birds, parti¬ 
cularly three rcfembling gannets, of the fame kind that 
we had feen when within about 30 leagues of Tinian. 
On the 23rd, and the two following days it blew a 
violent ftorm, and w'e had much thunder, lightning, 
rain, and a great fea. The fliip laboured very much: 
the rudder became again loofc, and (hook the ftern, a 
defeeft which we had before experienced, and which we 
thought had been remedied at Tinian. The gales in- 
creafing fplit our gib and main-top-maft ftay-fail: the 
fore-fail, and mizen fail were torn to pieces; and, 
having bent others, we wore, and flood under a reefed 
fore-fail, and balanced mizen. The effcdls of the ftoim 
were more dreaded, as the Dolphin admitted more 
water than (lie had done at any time during the voyage. 
Soon after wc had got the top-gallant-mafTs down upon 
the deck, and took in the . gib-boom, a fea ftruck the 
fhip upon her bow, and waflicd away the round-Iioufes, 
w ith all the rails of the head, and every thing upon the 
fore-caftle: nevcrthelcfs, we were forced to carry as 
much fail as the (hipwould bear,being by LordAnfon's 
account near the Baflice Iflands; and by Commodore 
Byron's, not more than 30 leagues, wdth a lee-ftiore. 
The inceftant and heavy rain had kept every man on 
board wet to the fkin for more than two days and two 
nights, and the fea was breaking continually over the 
fhip. A mountainous one, on Tuefday the 27th, ftaved 
all the half ports to pieces on the ftarboard-fidc, broke 
all the iron ftanchions on the gunwale, waflicd the boat 
off thefkids, and carried many things overboard. We 
were, however, this day favoured with a gleam of fun- 
fliine ; and on the 28th, the weather became more mo¬ 
derate. At noon we altered our courfe, flecring S. by 
and paft one o’clock, we faw the Bnfliec Iflands 
bearing from S. by E. to S. S. E. diftant fix leagues. 
Thcfe are all high, but the northernmoft is higher than 
the reft. Grafton Ifland, one of them is laid down by 
Captain Wallis in the latitude of 21 deg. 4 min. north, 
and in-239 deg. weft longitude; but Captain King, in 
his relation of the conclufion of the laft voyage of dif- 
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covcry. alTcrts that this is erroneous, as the Refolution 
and Difeovery fought for them in vain in that pofition; 
and Mr. Dalrympic in his maps has laid them do^n 
in 118 deg. 14 min. eafl longitude. At midnight of 
this day, the weather being very dark, with fudden 
gufts of wind, we mifled one Edmund Morgan, a marine 
taylor. It was fuppofed he had fallen overboard, when 
under the influence of intoxication, he having found 
means to indulge himfclf with more than his allow¬ 
ance. 

On Tuefday the 3rd of November, at feven o'clock, 
A. M. we difeovered a ledge of breakers, in latitude 11 
deg. 8 min. north, diflant three miles. At eleven we 
faw another flioal in latitude 10 deg. 46 min. 'N. diflant 
five miles. At noon we hauled off, being diftant from 
them not more than one fourth of a mile. At one 
o’clock P. M. ^^ c faw ftioal water on our larboard bow-, 
and, (landing from it, paffed another ledge of breakers 
at two. At three o’clock we had in light a low (andy 
point, in latitude 10 deg. 40 min. N. and in 247 deg. 
1 2 min. wed longitude, to w hich the name was given 
of Sandy Ifle. At five, in 10 deg. 37 min. N. latitude 
. and in 247 deg. 16 min. W. long, we faw a fmall ifland, 
which was named Small Key. Soon after, in latitude 
10 deg. 20 min. N. longitude 247 deg. 24 min. another 
larger was feen, and called Long Ifland. On Wednef- 
day, the 4th, we fell in with a fourth ifland, in latitude 
10 deg. 10 min. N. and in 247 deg. 40min. W. lon¬ 
gitude. This we named New Ifland. On Saturday, the 
7th, having continued our courfe, we paffed through 
feveral ripplings of a current: and this day we faw 
great quantities of drift wood, cocoa-nut leaves, things 
like cones of firs, and weeds, which fwam in a dream 
N. E. and S. 'W, At noon we obferved in latitude 8 
deg. 36. min. N. longitude 253 deg. W. At two o’clock, 
P. M. wc deferied from the mad head the ifland of Con¬ 
done, which lies in latitude 8 deg. 40 min. N. and in 
254 deg. 15 min. wed longitude by our reckoning. On 
the 8th, we altered our courfe, and on the 9th, the Cap¬ 
tain took from the petty ofiicers and fore-mad men all 
their log and journal books relative to the voyage. On 
PTiday the 13th, wc came in fight of the iflands Ti- 
moun. Arcs, and Pefang. On Monday the 16th, we 
again croffed the line into fouth latitude, in the longi¬ 
tude of 255 deg. W. and foon after wc faw two iflarxls, 
didant feven leagues. On the 17th, we had tempedu- 
ous weather with heavy rain. The two iflands proved 
to be Pulo Tote, and Pulo Wede; and having made fail 
till one o’clock P.M.we faw' at that time the feven iflands. 
On the 18th, at two o’clock, A. M. a Angular incident 
happened. At this time the weather was fo tempedu- 
ous and dark, that wc could not fee from one part of the 
(hip to the other, w c had alfo heavy fqualls and much 
rain. During the full violence of the wind, a flafli of 
lightning fuddenly difeovered a large veffel clofe aboard 
of us* The deerfman inffantly put the helm a lee, and 
the Dolphin anfwering her rudder, jud cleared the other 
(hip, and thus cfcapcd the iiilpcndingdcdruclion, which 
threatened to bury for ever in the vad deep every cir- 
cumdance of the voyage. This was the fird Ihip that 
had been feen fince our parting w ith the Swallow in 
April; and it blew fo hard, that, not being able to un- 
derdand any thing that was faid, wc could not learn to 
w'hat nation flic belonged. I'hc weather having cleared 
up at fix o’clock, A. M. we faw a fail at anchor in the 
E. S. E. and at noon came in fight of Pulo Taya, near 
which we anchored at fix in the evening, in 15 fathoms, 
fandy ground. On the 19th we failed again, and faw 
two veffels a-head of us, but, finding we lod much 
ground, came to an anchor again in 15 fathoms. On 
Friday the 20th, our fmall bower anchor parted, and 
could not be recovered. W c immediately took in the ca¬ 
ble, and perceived that it had been cut through with 
the rocks. On the 22nd, at half an hour after fix A. 
M. we faw the coad of Sumatra; and cad anchor in 
Batavia road on Monday, the 30th. 

On Tuefday, the id of December, wc falutcd the go¬ 
vernor with 13 guns, w^hich, contrary to the ufual cuf- 
tom, he returned with one more, indead of one Icfs, 


from the fortj and permiflion having been obtai m 
purchafe provifions, wc were foon fupplied with 
and plenty of vegetables, which the Captain orders 
be ferved immediately: at the fame time he told^i^ 
(hip's company, that he would not fuftcr any liquor t k 
brought on board, and would fevcrely punifli thofc 
made fuch an attempt, obferving, in order to recon'-^ 
them to this regulation, that intemperance, particul^** 
in a too free ufe of arrack, would inevitably dcll*^''! 
them. As a further preferyative, the captain would 
fuffer a man to go on (bore, except upon duty, nor 
even thefe permitted to go into the town. At'this t'^^ 
X14 fail of Dutch Eadindiamcn, and a great nuinberf 
fmall veffels were laying in this road. Here alfo ' 
faw the Falmouth, an Englifli man of war, of cq 
lying upon the mud in a rotten condition. *Shciouch«i 
at this inhofpitablc place, on her return from Manila, 
in the year 1762, and was condemned. On examin^ 
ing the dorcs and (hip, every thing was found in fo 
decayed a date, as to be totally ufclefs. The officers 
and crew of this (hip were in a miferable condition. 
The boatfwain through vexation and didrefs had loft his 
fenfes, and was at this time in a Dutch hofpital: the 
carpenter was dying; and the cook a wounded cripple. 
The warrant oiheers belonging to this WTeck prefented 
a petition to Captain Wallis, requeding that he would 
take them on board the Dolphin. They dated, that 
nothing now remained for them to look after; that they 
had ten years pay due, which they would gladly rclin- 
quilh, to be relieved from their prefent fufferings, as the 
treatrncm they received from the Dutch was moft in¬ 
human. They were not permitted to fpend a finglc 
night on fliorc, and in ficKnefs no one vilited them on 
board : they were bcfidcs robbed by the Malays, and in 
continual dread of being murdered by them. Captain 
Wallis told them, with the utmod regret and compaf- 
fion, that the relief they prayed for, it was not in his 
power to render; that as they had received charge of 
dores, they mud wait for orders from home; but he 
affured them he would do all in his power to relieve 
them; and with this remote confolation only, the poor 
neglected, forgotten, unaflidcd fuffering Englilhmcn 
took their leave with tears in their eyes. About fix 
months before Captain Cook touched at Batavia, on 
board the Endeavour, in 1770, the Dutch thought fit 
to fell the Falmouth, and all her damaged (tores, by 
public au<diqn, and fent the oflicers home in their own 
(hips. 

The exorbitant prices which were demanded for 
cordage, and every other article which the Dolphin 
dood in need of, obliged Captain Wallis to leave the 
place without procuring anything of that kind, although 
his need of them was very great. During our day at 
this place, w hich was eight days, the mod falutary re¬ 
gulations were edablilhcd, in order, if poffible, topre- 
lerve the crew^ from the malignity of the climate; and 
the mod beneficial confequences enfued. The (hip^ 
company continued fober and healthy the whole time; 
f)r, except a failorwhohad been afflided with rheu¬ 
matic pains ever (ince wc had left the Straits 01 
Magellan, only one man was on the (ick lid. 

On Wednefday the 2nd, our boatfwain and carpcnict 
were fent to examine fuch of the dorcs, belonging ^ 
the Falmouth, as had been landed at Onruft, 
orders, that if any w’crc fit for our ufe they (hould ^ 
purchafed. On their return they reported, thatalW 
(lores they had furveyed were rotten, except one pj>f 
of tacks, which they brought with them: the maftSi 
yards, and cables, were all dropping to pieces; and even 
the iron work was fo rudy that it was w'orth nothing 
They alfo examined her hulk, and found her 
(battered condition. Many of her ports were wain 
into one ; the dern pod was quite decayed; 
was no place in her where a man could be . 
from the weather. The few unhappy fufferers w 
remained in her, were in as wretched a date as t 
(hip, being quite broken and wore down, and 
ting to be drowned as foon as the monfoon 
in. Among other ncccflarics, we w ere 
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l of three inch rope for rounding the cables; 

Officers whom the Captain fent to procure theie 
'’“Vk Se Dutch, as he could not be uppl.ed 
t m from the Falmouth, reported, that the price 
tich hS ^n landed for "them was fo unma- 
We^at they had not agreed to give ir. On 
fonable, therefore, the Qptain himfelt went on 

fL thVfirft^K-. but found it impoffible, after 

fT'/vifited the various ftore-houfe^^ and arfcnals, to 
better bargain than his officers would have 
rV We now fufeceffed that the Dutch thought to 
faTe advantage of our apparent neceffity and fup^ 
we could not depart without what we had offered 
Fo ourchafe, were determined to extort from us more 
ban four times its value. But the Captain rclolved to 
Sc any fhift. rather than fubmit to what he knew to 
Sa ffiameful impofition, and therefore told them, that 
r/would give them till next Tuefday to come to his 
renns at which time, if they did not, he would certain- 
Iv if it were polTible, fet fail without taking the things 
he had treated for. Accordingly, on the 8ch, having 
heard nothing more about the anchor and rope, we 1^1- 
cd from the road of Batavia, at fix o’clock, A. M. On 
Friday the 11 th, at noon, we were between the coafts or 
Sumatra and Sava, when fcveral of the crew began to 
be alfeCled with colds and fluxes. On the 12th, a 
Dutch boat came along fide, and fome turtles were pur- 
chafed for the ufe ©f our company. At night, being 
at the diffance of two miles from the Java ffiore, we faw 
an amazing number of lights on the beach, intended, 
as we imagined, to draw the fiffl near thereto. On the 
14th, we anchored off* Prince’s Ifland, at which place 
we took in wood and w^ater ; and the next morning, the 
natives came down with turtle, poultry, and hog-deer, 
which they parted wdth at moderate rates. Here \vc 
lay till the 19th, during which time one of the Teamen 
fell from the main-yard into the barge, which lay 
along-fidc the fliip, by which accident he was dread¬ 
fully bruifed, and many of his bones were broken. In 
his rail he ftruck tw’o other men, one of whom was fo 
much hurt, that he continued fpeechlefs for a few days, 
and then died; but the other had only one of his 
toes broken. While at this ifland, we buried three 
more of our hands, among whom was George Lewi.^ 
ourquarter-mafter, a diligent, fober man, and exceed¬ 
ing ufeful, as he fpoke both the Spaniffi and Poitugiicfe 
languages. On Sunday the 20th, at fix o’clock, A. M. 
we made fail, and from this time to the 24th, many of 
our people began to complain of an intermitting dif- 
orcler fomething like an ague. 

A. D 1768 Friday the iff of January, not Icfs 

’ 7 ’ than 40 of our crew w'ere dowm upon the 

Tick lift, laid up with fluxes and fevers of the putrid 
kind, difeafes efpecially fatal on board a fhip. The 
furgeon’s mate was of this number; and even thofe 
who were appointed to attend the Tick, were always 
taken ill in a day or two after they had been upon that 
fervicc. The attention which our commander paid to 
the Tick docs him honour. He caufed a commodious 
birth to be made for them, which he ordered to be hung 
^ith painted canvafs, keeping it always dean, and 
diredling it to be wafhed with vinegar, and fumigated 
once or twice a day : the water, though well tafled, was 
conftantly ventilated; a large piece of iron was alfo 
heated red hot, and quenched in it, before it was given 
out to be drank: the fick had alfo wine inflead of grog, 
2nd lalop, or fago, every morning for breakfaff: two 
2yj m a week they had mutton broth : fometimes a 
owl or two on the intermediate days: befides all which 
reitomtives and nourifliment, they had plenty of rice 
n lugar, and frequently malt maflied for them. We be- 
f fu ^ had never fo many rc- 

i before Nor was the. furgeon Icfs afliduoiis 

w ith unremitted attention, the duties of 
rick° notwithftanding all thefe advantages, 

ncls gained ground from the malignant and’ con- 
fw^d^ ” fevers with which the men were 

crew • 1 ^befe our afflidlions, the fliip 

works were loofc, and 
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flic made more than three feet water in a watch^ 
However, through the divine blcffing Upon human 
means, by the lorh, the fickncfs began to abate, but 
more than half the crew were fo feeble, that they cOuld 
fcarccly crawl aboiiti This day wc law many tropic 
birds about the fliip, and on the 17th, we obferVed 
fevera! albatroffes, and Caught fome bonettaS. On the 
24th, in latitude {j deg. 40 mini fouth, longitude 328 
deg. 17 min. welt, we encountered a violent fldrin, 
which tore the main-cop-rail to pieces. A dreadful 
Tea broke over the fliip, by which the ftarboard rudder- 
chain was demoliflied, and fevcral of the boonis werd 
wallied overboard j yet during the florin we obferv^d a 
number of birds; and after it fubfided all hands W'erC 
employed in drying the bedding, and in repairing our 
fliattcrcd fails. On the 27th, wc were by obfervation 
in latitude 34 deg. 16 min. and in longitude 323 degi 
30 min. wefl, and on the 30th, at fix o’clock in the 
evening, we faw land. 

February the 4th, being Thurfdily, Vve arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and came to an anchor in Table 
Bay : in the run to which phice from Prince’s Ifland, 
the Dolphin had got 3 dCg. to the caftward of her 
reckoning. We found riding in the bay a Dutch com-* 
modore, with 16 fail of Dutch Eafl Indiameil, a French 
Eaft India fliip, and the Admiral Watfon, Captairt 
Griffin, an Eaft India packet-boat for Bengal. The 
Captain having fent the ufual compliments to the 
governer, he received our officer with great civility, 
affliring him, that wc were welcome to all fuch rc> 
frefhments and affiflance that the cape afforded, and 
that he would return our falute with the fmic number 
ofguns. We therefore fa luted the governor with 13 
guns, and he returned the full compliment. Admiral 
Watfon fainted us with eleven gun.s, and we returned 
nine: the Frenchman filutcd us with nine guns, and 
we returned feven. Wc now lofl no time in procuring 
frefh meat and vegetables for the ufe of the fick. 1 he 
furgeon was fent on fhore to hire lodgings for them t 
but as the rare demanded was two fliillings a day, and 
as the fmall-pox, (which many of our crew had not 
had) raged turioufly in almoft every houfe in Cape 
Town, Captain Wallis obtained pcrmiflion of the 
governor, to cred tents on a fpacious plain called Green 
point, about two miles diftant from the towm, where the 
invalids were font during the day, and every evening 
returned to the fhip. At the fame time poficive orders 
were given, that no liquors fliould be fent to the fhip, 
or the tents; that no one fhould be permitted to go 
into the town; and that extra provifions fhould be 
procured for thofe who were mofl reduced by fleknefs. 
Much relief was found the very firfl day of their be¬ 
ing on lliore; on their return in the evening, at fix 
o’clock, they feemed to be greatly refreflKd; and a 
general recovery rapidly took place. Captain Wallis 
being himfelf extremely ill, was put on fliorc, and car- 
ried'eight miles up the country, w'here he continued 
the whole time that the fliip remained here, artd when 
fhe was ready for fca, he returned on board, but without 
havincr received the Icaft benefit. Every man who 
was able to do any kind of duty, was now employed in 
the neceflary repairs of the fhip; the fails were all un¬ 
bent, the yards and top-mafis flruck, the forge was fet 
up the carpenters were engaged in caulking, the fail- 
makers in mending the fails, the cooper in repairing 
the calks, the people in overhauling fhe nggmg, and 
the boats in filling the water. The heavy work being 
nearly done by Wednefday the lorh, fcveral of the 
men, who had been feized with the fmalUpox, were 
permitted to vifit the town; and thofe who had not been 
Touched with that malignant diflemper, were allowed 
to take daily walks in the country; and as they did not 
abufe this Uberty, it was continued to them as long as 
the fiiip remained at the cape. At this ^ace, the nc- 
celFarics that could not be bought of the Dutch at Ba¬ 
tavia, were purchafed rcafonably; and frefh water was 
procured by diflillation, with a view of convincing the 
Dutch, how eafily water might be procured at Tea. 
Nothin^ can be more ftrongly contrafted, than the 
^ 2 , conduct 
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conduol of the Dutch at Batavia, and at the Cape. 
The Aliacic Dut h can fcarccly be induced to render 
the conunon olhees of humanity to fuch of their 
fpecies who reforc to them to be faved from the jaws 
(;f death, and their rapacity knows no bounds: the 
Atrican Dutch are difpofed to adminifl'cr every com¬ 
fort to thofe who want relief, and in doing this no ex¬ 
tortion is praclifcd. The principle upon which the 
people at each fcttlement adfc is cafily to be t aced : at 
the lird place, they fiifpcdf every foreign Euro|X’an fliip 
w hich enters their poit as endangering a fecureponef- 
lion of the mofb valuable branch of their commerce; 
in the latter, the wealth of the inhabitants, as well as 
the emoluments of government, are derived from the 
oflices of humanity which they difeharge. This day, 
at five o’clock, A. M. we put 56 gallons of fa!t-watcr 
into the (till; at feven it began to run, and, in little 
more than five hours, alfofded us 42 gallons of frelh 
w ater, at an expence of nine pounds of wood, and 69 
pounds of coals. What we drew off had no ill tafle, 
nor, as we had often experienced, any hurtful quality. 

( aptain Wallis never once put the fliip’s company to an 
allowance of water, during the whole voyage, always, 
ufing the ftill, when we were reduced to 45 tons, and 
picferving the rain water with the utmoft diligence; 
nor would he permit water to be fetched awa\ at plea- 
furc; but the ofiicer of the watch had orders to (orsc 
out a fufiicient quantity to thofe who might want it 
for tea, coliec, grog, and provifions of any kind. On 
Tburl'day the 26th, we had nearly got on board all our 
wood and water; all our hands, and the tents were 
brought off from theihore; and, upon a general mulicr, 
wc had the happinefs to find, that in-our whole com¬ 
pany, three only w ere incapable of doing dutj-, and that 
wc had loih only the fiime number, finceour departure 
from Batavia, by lickncfs. This day the ( aptain came 
onboard; and on the 27th and 28th, after having flowed 
ail our bread, a conlidcrable quantity of draw, and above 
30 fliccp for fca Ihorcs, we unmoored, and lay waiting' 
for a favourable wind. 

On Thu.fday the 3rd of March, we got under fail. 
From many obfervations we had an opportunity of 
making at Green Point, wc determined I'ablc Bay to 
lie in latitude 34 deg. 2 min. fouth, and in 18 deg. 

8 min. ea(l longitude from Greenwich. On the 7th, 
v\e’ were in latitude 29 deg. 33 min. fouth, longitude 
347 deg. 38 min. from London. On Saturday the 13th, 
we found a day had been loft by having failed weffward 
360 deg. from the meridian of London; wc therefore 
• called the latter part of this day, Monday the 14th of 
March. On Wednefday the i6th, at fix o’clock, P. M. 
wc came in fight of the illand of Sr. Helena, diffant 

14 leagues; and on the 17th, at nine o’clock. A, M. wc 
caft anchor in the Bay. We found riding here the 
Northumberland Indiaman, Captain Milford, who- 
faluted us with 11 guns, and wc returned nine., All 
our bdats being hoilled out as foon as poflible, w c fent 
one party to fill our empty cafks with water, and others 
to gather purflain, of which there is great plenty. 'I’he 
Captain going on fliorc was faluted with 13 guns from 
the fort, which compliment we returned. l‘he go¬ 
vernor and principal gentlemen of the ifland met him 
upon landing; and havingconduiil;ed him to the fort, 
rcqueflcd that he would make that place his rcfidcnce, 
during his flay ; but our water being compld:cd, and 
the fliip made ready for fea, on the i8th. Captain 
Wallis returned on board ; upon which we unmoored, 
at five o’clock, P. M. got under way, and fet fail for our 
. native country, happy old England. On Wednefday 
.the 23rd, at five o’clock, A. M. we had in view the 
iiland of Afcenfion ; and at eight a fail was fecn to the 
caft ward, which brought to, and hoifted a jack at her 
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main-cop-mufi head; but wc had nolborxPnT^ 
our colours than (he went about, and flood r 
land again. Palling by the N. E. (idc gf the if]., J 
looked into the bay, but feeing no veli'cl 
blowing a ftifi*gale, we held on our courfe. ()n 
day the 28th, we crofled, for the fourth tiim tL^’ 
noxial line, getting again into north latitude ’ 

On Wednefday the 13th of April, we palfed 
quantity of gulph weed, and on Tuefday the 
ceiving the water to be difcoloured, wc foundH^^' 
could find no bottom. On the 24th, at five o’clo^l a 
M. we came in fight of Cape Pico, bearing K 
dillant i8 leagues; and at noon, bv obifrvaHn ‘ " 
found Pyal to lie in latitude 38 deg. 20 min. north\"5 
in 28 deg. 30 min. well longitude from London ' 

On Wednefday the i ith of May, wc faw theS 
Sloop of war Captain Hammond, in chace ofa 
which he fired fevcral guns. On this wc alfo fired ^’^1 
brought her to. Sli£ belonged to Liverpool, wa^ calM 
the jenny, and commanded by Robert Chriflian. f'^ 
tain Hammond informed us, jhat when he (irll law h?' 
fliC was in company with an Irilh wherry, and 
foon as they difeovered him, they took different 
the wherry hauled the wind, and the Jenny borcawu 
At hi ll he Hood after the wherry, but finding hegaii eJ 
no ground, he bore away after the Jenny, ^^ho probiblv 
would likcvMfc haveoutlailed him, and cfcapd, hadwc 
not brought her to. She was laden with tea, brandy and 
other goods, from Rofcoc in France. Her brandy and 
tea w ere in fmall kegs and bags. Captain Wallis dr 
tamed her, in order to her being font to England, ai 
from all appearances, which were Hrongly againll her 
WC judged mifs Jenny to be a linugglcr; for thoudi 
failmgaS. W. courfe, fiic pretended to be bound to 
Bergen in Not way. On the i3rh, at five o’clock. A. 
M. the ifiands of Scilly appeared; and on Thurfday 
the i9ih. Captain Wallis landed at Haftings in SulTcx. 
On the following day this voyage was happily com¬ 
pleted, and the circumnavigation of the globe fiicccfs- 
fully accompli filed; for on Frida/ the 20th, the Dolphin 
came to an anchor in the Downs, having been 6]] 
days from rhe time that flic took her departure from 
Plymouth Sound. As the main end propofed by this 
arduous and hazardous undertaking was tomakedif- 
cqverics, Captain Wallis, when navigating thofe pans 
of the South Sea, which were impcrfedlly known, that 
nothing might efcape him, confiantly laid to every 
night, and midc fail only in the day; notwithdanding 
which confidcrable delay in failing, he accompli (lied his 
voyage a month and a day fooner than his predccclUir 
haxl done in the fanie circumnavigation. The ill health 
which the Ca^xain complains of almoft through the 
voyage, may ferve as a fufiicient apology for the want 
ot a more copious information in his narrative,' con¬ 
cerning die places which he vifired, particularly Ota- 
heite, the Indkin name of which he does not mentior. 
In the relations of this commander, we fee little of that 
watchful attention, curiofity, and ardent defire, to 
“ catch the manners living as they rife," which were 
pofJelfcd by Captain Carteret, and which appear fo 
eminently confpicuous in Captain Cook, wherever he i>, 
and in whatever manner he is engaged ; yet in jufticew 
the rcfpcdfabic charatTcr of Captain Wallis, wemuft 
obferve, that he confiantly and indcfatigably purfued 
the grand object of his voyage; and if we conliderhis 
nautical abilities, his amiable philanthropy, apparent in 
his condmfland behaviour to thofe under his coinniandj 
together with his judicious obfervations as a mariner, 
at the fevcral ports, and the various fituations of the 
Dolphin at fea, we cannot but think he is dcftrvcdlv 
w’orthy of being placed in the firft rank of our able and 
fkilful circumnavigators. 
































































































































4 new, authentic, remarkable, and ENTERTAINING 

history and NARRATIVE, of 

A VOYAGE Round the WORLD; 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED, 

By that NEGLECTED and GALLANT OFFICER, 

Capt. PHILIP CARTERET, Efq. 

In his M A J E S T Y’s Sloop the S W A L L O W; 

During the Years 1766, 1767, 1768, and 1769. 

CONTAINING, 

A lively defcrlption of the generous nature of Captain Carteret; the inattention which was • flicvvn 
to his fitting out; and his fcanty fupply of necelfaries; together with an affeding and complete account 
of the perilous fituation of the Swallow, on the weftern extremity of the Magellanic Straits ; who, 
notwithdanding her bad failing, dangerous fituations, and ih.ittered condition, without any marks of 
defpondency from her company, continued her voyage, after her feparation from the Dolphin, and 
accomplifhed the circumnavigation of the Globe; having fet fail from Plymouth Sound Auguft the 
22nd, 1766—Parted from her con fort, tlie Dolphin, on the nth of April, 1767—and anchored at 
Spithead on the 20th of March 1769—The whole being drawn up from authentic journals and pri¬ 
vate papers, and illuflrated with a rich variety of communications from Captain John Hogg, late of the 
Royal Navy. 


I N T R O D 

C APTAIN Philip Carteret, the hiftory of vyhofe 
voyage round the world we are about writing, 
had failed with Commodore Byron on his expedition, 
and foon after his return, was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of the Swallow- Sloop, deftined to accompany the 
Dolphin, and Prince Frederick Store-lhip. The Cap¬ 
tain having received his commifiion, bearing date July 
the ifi, 1766, was ordered to fit out the Swallow, which 
then lay at Chatham, with all polfiblc expedition. This 
pliant officer deferibes emphatically, and in a moll 
feeling manner, like his predcceflbr. Commodore An¬ 
ion, the inattention w hich was fhewn to his fitting out. 
It had been hinted to him, that he was to go out in the 
Dolphin, but the amazing difparity of the two fliips, 
and the diftinguilhed fuperiority in the equipment of 
voe to the other, induced him to conclude, that they 
could npt be intended for the fame duty; for whilll 
the Dolphin was furnifhed with every thing requifitc for 
a long and dangerous navigation, the ncgledled Swallow 
j;hK)p had only a fcanty fupply of ncceflarics. Bc- 
Hlcs, flic was an old vcflel, having been built 30 years, 
was by no means fit for a long voyage. Upon her 
^tily a Ijight thin flieathing, which was not 
?vcn (illcd with nails to fupply the want of a covering, 
iat\jjuld more effedlually keep out the worm. Cap- 
am Carteret obferving the Swallow to be totally un- 
provijcd with many things, w hich particular fituations 
t render abfolutely ncccflary for her prefervation, 
fome iron, a fmall Ikilf, and feveral 
■‘cr things; not one of which articles he could obtain; 


U C T I O N. 

but was told, that the vcflel and her equipment were 
very fit for the fervicc fhe was to perform ; though, at 
the fame time, Ihe had not a linglc trinket or toy put 
on board her, to enable her commander to procure rc- 
frelhmcnts from the Indians of the Southern Hcmif- 
phcrc. Add to all this, there was a deficiency of junk 
on board, an article elfcntially ncccflary in every voyage; 
and when application was made for this at Plymouth, 
the Captain was told, that a fulficient quantity was 
put on board the Dolphin. Thus circumftanccd, it 
cannot be even fuppofed, that a commander of Cap¬ 
tain Carteret’s difeernment, would think of being a 
confort with the Dolphin in her hazardous expedition ; 
and we cannot but credit the declaration of this brave 
ofliccr, when he tells us, he was therefore confirmed in 
his opinion, that if the Dolphin was to go round the 
world, it could never be intended that the Swallow 
Ihould go farther than Falkland's Iflands, where the 
Jafon, a fine frigate, which was, like the Dolphin 
ihcathed wEh copper, and amply equipped, would, in 
the Captain's opinion, fupply her place. Nothing can 
place a commander of Teamen in a more refpcctable 
point of view, than his appearing to poflefs equanimity 
and fortitude under the molt difticartening circum- 
ftances. Numerous and great as thefe were. Captain 
Carteret xcfolvcd to ferve his country in the line of his 
profeflion ; and therefore proceeded to Plymouth Sound 
with the Swallow, in company with the Dolphin, under 
the command of Captain Wallis, and the Prince Fre¬ 
derick Scorc-fliip, commanded by Lieutenant James 

Brine. 
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Brine* Whik the Swallow lay at this place, not being 
yet acquainted with his deflination, Captain Carteret 
reprefcnted to Captain Wallis his being in want of junk, 
w ho fent him 500 weight, a quantity To, fmall and in- 


fufficient. that we were foon reduced to the dir, 
able necefTity of cutting off fomc of the cables r r ' 
our rigging. 




CHAP. I. 

The Swallow fails in company with the Dolphin, and Frederick Store-Jhip, from Plymouth Sound, Friday the '^'xnd f 
Atiguft, 1766 —Pafage from thence to the Ijland of Madeira—Proceeds on her voyage .to the Straits of Magellan^, 

And anchors off Cape Virgin Mary—The bad condition of the Swallow in her navigation through the Straits _ Ipjij. 

great difficulty reaches Port Famine—Is obliged to continue her voyage, afttr her commander had reqnejied of CatL' 
IVallis to alter her dejiination—On the iith of April, 1767, is feparated from her confort, the Dolphin, without tbej^d 
hope of feeing her during the remainder of the voyage—The gallant behaviour of Captain Carteret in this alamiL 
dtnation—The run of the Swallow from the weftern entrance of the Strait of Magellan to the ijland of Mafa/iuro^ 
Incidents and tranfaliions whilft the Jhip lay off' this ijland — Obfervations—She departs from Mafafucro and vui^s 
^ieen Charlotte*sljlands—A defeription of theje and their inhabitants—An objiinate jUrmijh with the natives of Emm 
Ijland defcr'tbed, with an account of their country, canoes, and weapons. 


A. D. 1766. O ^ of Augufl our 

‘ V--/ lliip s company on board the Swal¬ 

low received two months pay; and the next day, 
Friday the 22nd, we weighed and made fail, with the 
Dolphin and F rederick ftore-fhip. We proceeded to¬ 
gether without any material occurrence, till the 7th of 
September, when we came to an anchor in the road of 
Madeira. On Tuefday the 9th, nine of our prime fca- 
men left the fhip fecretly, and fwam on ftiore naked. 
They left behind them all their clothes; and took only 
their money, which they had fecured in handkerchiefs 
that were tied round their waifts. They proceeded to¬ 
gether till they came very neer the furf, when one of 
them, fomewhat terrified at the dafhing waves, which 
here break very high on the fliore, returned to the 
Swallow, and was taken on board, but the reft boldly 
pufhed through. While Captain Carteret was writing 
to the conful, entreating his afliftance to recover thofe 
brave but imprudent fellow's, whofe lofs would have 
been feverely felt, he received a meflage, by which he 
was informed, that they had been found by the natives 
naked on (hore; that they had been taken into cuftody, 
but would be delivered up to his order. A boat was 
inftantly difpatched to bring them on boajd, where 
they cut a moft ridiculous figure, and feemed heartily 
aftiamcd of what they had done. When our noble 
Captain came upon deck, he appeared pleafed at feeing 
the marks of contrition in their countenances, and afkcd 
in the mild tone of humanity, w'hat could be their 
reafons and motives for quitting the fhip, and deferting 
the fervice of their country, at the rilk of being de¬ 
voured by fliarks, or dafhed to pieces by the furf 
againft the fliore. To this they replied, that though 
they had indeed, at fuch rifks, ventured to fwim on 
fliore, yet they had never entertained a thought of de¬ 
ferring the fhip, which they were determined to ftand 
by as long as fhc could fwim; but that being w'ell 
aftured they were going a long voyage, and none being 
able to tell who might live or who might die, they 
thought it hard to be deprived of an opportunity of 
fpending their own money, and therefore rcfolved once 
more to get a fkinful of liquor, and then to have fwam 
back to the fhip, which they expedted to have done 
before they were milled. The Captain having deter¬ 
mined fecretly not to inflidl the puniftiment by which 
they feemed moft heartily willing to expiate their fault, 
did not ferutinize feverely their apology, obfervingonlv, 
that with a fkinful of liquor they w'ould have been m 
a very unfit condition to fwim through the furf to the 
fhip ; and, hoping they would expofe their lives only 
upon more imponant occafions, and that he Ihould in 
future have no caufe to complain of their conduct, upon 
thefe conditions, he would for this time be fatisfied 
with that lhame and regret, which he perceived plainly 
imprinted on their countenances, and which indicated 
a proper fenfe of their mifbehaviour; at the fame time, 
he advifed them to put on their clothes and turn in. 


being confident they wanted reft; adding, that as good 
fwimmers might probably be wanted in the courle of 
our voyage, he was very glad that he knew to whom 
he might apply. Captain Carteret endeared himfelf 
very much to thefe men by this ad of tendernefs, and 
he had fcarcely difiiiifled them when he was infinitely 
gratified by the murmur of fatisfadion which inllantlv 
r^in through the fliip’s company; and the future con¬ 
duct of the oftenders amply repaid his well timed 
lenity, there being no fervice, during all the coils and 
dangers of the voyage, which they did not perform, 
with a zetil and alacrity that were much to their 
honour, and our advantage, as an example to the 
reft. 

Friday the 12th of September, we failed out of the 
road of Madeira; and were now convinced, wc were 
fent upon a fervice, to which the Swallow and her 
equipment were by no means equal; for this day our 
commander received from Captain Wallis a copy of 
his inftrudions, who alfo appointed, in cafe of a repa¬ 
ration, Port Famine, in the Strait of Magellan, to be 
the place of rendezvous. Wc continued our voyage, 
without any material incident, till we reached Cape 
Virgin Mary, where we faw the Patagonians, a full ac¬ 
count of w hom has been given in our hiftory of the two 
expeditions performed by Commodore Byron and Cap¬ 
tain Wallis, in their circuit round the world; and as 
the particulars in the narrative before us are the fame, 
it will be needlefs to recite them. With much labour, 
and at no inconfiderable rifk, (for wc could but feldom 
make the Swallow tack, without a boat to tow her 
round) wc anchored in Port Famine, on the 28th of 
December; where wc unhung our rudder, and having 
made it fomewhat broader, we hoped to obtain an ad¬ 
vantage in working the fliip, but in this particular we 
were entirely difappointed. 

A D I “6“' Tuefday the 17th of February, after 

‘ having encountered many difficulties and 

dangers, wc fteered into llland Bay; and at this place 
our commander, in a letter to Captain Wallis, fee forth 
in affeefting language, the ill condition of the Swallow, 
requefting of him to confider what was beftforthe 
kiftg's fervice, whether (he fliould be difinifled, or con¬ 
tinue the voyage; to which Captain Wallis returned 
for anfwcr, that as the Lords of the Admiralty h^d 
ordered the Swallow on this fervice, in conjunction w>tn 
the Dolphin, he did not think himfelf at liberty to alter 
the deftination of the former. In confequcnce of tms 
reply, founded only on the fingle opinion of Captain 
Wallis, we continued to navigate the ftrait in 
w'ith the Dolphin ; and as our Captain had 
before, we were ordered to keep a-hcad and to lead t 
way, with liberty to anchor and weigh when an 
where wc thought proper; “ but (to ufe Captain ta- 
teret's own words) perceiving, fays he, that 
failing of the Sw'allow would fo much retard the 
phin, as probably to make her lofe the feafon for 
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"u^^nuthcrn latitudes, and defeat the intention of 

*r°voyaffc, I propdffcd to Captain Wallis, that he 
f^lldlaythe Swallow up in fomc cove or bay, and 
h 11 attend and afTift him with her boats till 
rhe ftrait lliould be palled, which would probably be 
• chiefs time than if he continued to be retarded 
h\r\Y fliipJ ^ additional advantage 

that he might complete not only his flock of provifions 
and (lores, but his company out of her, and then fend 
her back to England, with fuch of his crew as ficknefs 
Ld rendered unfit for the voyage; propofmg alfo, that 
'n mv 'vay home, I would examine the callcrn coaft 
of Patagonia, or attempt fuch difeoveries as he lliould 
think proper. If this was not approved, and my know¬ 
ledge m the South Seas was thought neceffary to the 
fuccefs of the voyage, I offered to go wdih him on board 
the Dolphin, and give up the Swallow to be command¬ 
ed by his firft lieutenant, whofe duty I would perform 
during the red of the voyage, or to make the voyage 
mvfelfin the Dolphin, if he would take the Swallow 
backtoEngland : but Captain Wallis was ftill of opinion, 
«that the voyage ffiould be profccutcd by the two fhips 
jointly, purfuant to the orders that had been given;” 
but heaffured Captain Car^tcret, at the fame time, that, 
“ in confideration of the very dangerous condition of 
the Swallow, the Dolphin fliould continue to keep com¬ 
pany with her as long as it was polfible, waiting her 
time,and attending her morions.” 1 iic generous nature 
of Captain Carteret our readers will infer, from his not 
availing himfclf of this alfuranee, when dating the con- 
du(d of his fuperior officer in fo trying an inPancr. Py 
this time the Swallow was become fo foul, tlML with all 
the fails ffie could fet, it was not in her power to make 
fomuch way as the Dolphin, not even when the latter 
had only her top-fails and a reef in them: however, 
under thefe trying circumffanccs, we continued with 
nur companion till the loth of April, on which day the 
weftern entrance of the flrait was open, and the great 
South Sea in fight. We had hitherto, agreeable to 
orders, kepta-he^d, but now', the Dolphin being nearly 
abreaft of us, ffie fet her fore-fail, which foon earned, 
her a-headof us, and by nine o’clock in the evening ffie 
was out of fight, for when the day clofed flie ffievved no 
lights. A fine callcrn bpecze blew at this time, of 
which, during the night, w'C made every pofilbic ufe, 
by canning all.our fmall fails, even to the top-gallant 
fiudding-fails, by which we were expofed to great 
danger. 

On Saturday the nth, notwithflanding every means 
bad been ufed to come up with the fugitive, yet fuch 
wasffic difparity of failing between the two ffiips, that, 
at day-break, the top-fails of the Dolphin could only be 
ken above the horizon; but we could perceive flie had 
nudded-fails fet; and at nine o’clock we entirely loll 
fight of her, judging flie might be then clear of,the 
lliaits mouth. The Swallow was now under the land ; 
and in this bad failing, ill provided fiiip, having neither 
a lorgc, nor a fingle trinket on board, was our negledcd, 
pliant officer, dellincd to proceed over the vaft 
rff ^ke great Southern Ocean ; yet amidfl: all 
,cle difcouraging circumllanccs, no figns of defpon- 
tney were vifible among our people, whom the Cap- 
'jin encouraged by telling them, that though the Dol- 

but he fliould 

I ^ban equivalent advantages in their courage, 
hie r?'afcendency over 
^ plain proof, how much they revered, 
unoii u bim. From this day, we gave 

arrive ’ ^ feeing our confort again till we fliould 
fettled*^ b-ngland, no plan of operation having been 
k' .* place of rendezvous appointed, as had 

England to the flrait. At noon, when 
liffrHi Pillar, a ftrong gale from S. W. ob- 

iQ jhe down our fmall fails, and haul clofc 

^ofind"^ h * which we had the mortification 

not wi k^^ bad made two boards, wc could 

^reafed H 9 ^ cither tack. The gale in- 

with before it a hollow fwcll, and a fog came 

No. *^^’*^* ^bich compelled us to get elofe 

Jo* 


under the fourh-fliorc. We now fent out our bpat in 
icarch of Tuefday’s Bay, which is laid bv Sir jolin Nar- 
borough to he about four leagues within the flrait, or to 
find out any other good anchorage. At five o’clock, K 
‘ .* fiot fee the land, notwithflaiidinglts moun-. 

tainous height though within half a mile of it; and, at 
fix. It vva.s fri dark thit we could Hot fee half the ffiip's 
length. Being concerned for the fafety of our boar, 
we put out lights, made falfe fires, and fired a gun 
every half hour ; and at lafl ffic Teached the fliip, but 
had made no dj(cov.ery either of Tuefday’s Bay, or any 
Other anchoring place. During the remainder of the 
night wc made fiiil, cndcavburihg to keep near the 
fouth fiiore. 7 he next day, being the iztb, as foon 
as it was light, the boat was fclit Out again to explore 
the fouth fiiorc for an aiichoririg place; and at five 
o clock, P. M. when wc almoll defjpair'ed of her return- 
ingin time, faw her ibiinditig a bay, arid flood in after 
her. The niaflcr faid, that we might here fafcly caft 
anchor, whicli we did about fix o'clock, and then the 
Captain retired to take fome refl. In a few' minutes 
after, he ilvas diflurbed by a liniveiTal fl'.Outand tumult 
among the people upon deck, and the noife of tfiofc 
below running to join them. When Cdptaiii Cafteret 
came upon deck, the general cry was. the Dolphin 1 
the Dolphin! in a tranfport of furprize and joy : but 
this dclulivc appearance foon vanifiied, and proved to 
be only water forced up, and whirled in the air by a guff 
of wind. The people were for a fc\v minutes dejedted 
by their difappointment, but before the Captain wen; 
dow n, he had the plcafurc to fee a return of their ufual 
fortitude and cheerfulnefs. The little bay where we 
now lay, is about three leaguc-s E. by S. from Cape 
Pillar, and bears S. by E. four leagues from the idand 
which Sir John Narboroiigh called Wcflminffcr Hall. 
The wTflcrn point of this bay has d rcfemblancc to a 
perpendicular oblong fquarc, like the wall of affioufe j 
w ithin its entrance arc three iHands, and within thefe a 
very good harbour, with anchorage in betw een and 
30 fathoms, bottom fofr mud. Wc anchored without 
the i(lands, the pafiage on each fide of them being not 
more than a cable’^ length wide. Our fmall cove is 
about two Cables length broad ; and in the inner part 
is from r6 to 18 fathoms, but where we lay it is deeper.. 
The landing is every where good, w’ith plenty of wood, 
water, muffles, and wiki gcefc. As a current fets 
continually into it, our Captain is of opinion, that it ha.s 
another communication with the fea‘to the fouth of 
Cape Dcfeada. Our maftcr reported, that he w ent up it 
four miles in a boat, and could not then be above four 
miles from the weffern ocean, yet he ftill faw a wide 
entrance to the S. W. Here we rode out a ver)' hard 
gale of wind, and, the ground being very uneven, wc 
expe( 5 tcd-our cables to be cut in rwo every minute, yet 
when we weighed, to our great furprize, they did not 
appear to have been rubbed in any part, though we 
found it very difficult to heave them clear of the rocks. 
From the north fhorc of the weffern end of the flrait of 
Magellan, the land, w hich is the weffern coaff of Pata-^ 
gonia, runs nearly N. and S. being a group of broken 
iflands; among which arc thofe laid down by Sharp, by 
the nairie of the Duke of York’s Iflands. They are*in¬ 
deed placed by him at a conliderable diffancefrom the 
coaff, but if there had been many iflands in thiit fitua- 
tion, the Dolphin, the 7 amar, or the Swallow, muff have 
feenthem. Till we came -into this latitude, wc had 
tolerable weather, and little or no current in any direc¬ 
tion, but when northward of 48 deg. we had a current 
fetting ffrongly to the north, fo that probably w'e then 
opened the great bay, which is fald to be 90 leagues 
deep. Here we found prodigious fwell from^the 
N. W. and the winds generally blew from the fame 
quarter. 

On Wednefday the 15rh, we once frjorc got again 
abreaff of Cape Pillar; but between five and fix o’clock 
A. M. juff as W'e opened Cape Dcfeada, the wind fud * 
dcnly ffiifting, and its cxccffive violence, produced a fca 
fo dreadfully hollow, that wc were in the utmoft danger 
of finking; yet we could not fhortcnfail, it being neSf- 
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fary to carry all we could fprcad, for fear of running 
foul of fonie rocky iflands, which, in Narborough’s 
N'oyage, are called the iflands of Dircd;ion; nor could 
we now go back into the ftrait, without the danger of 
running foul of a lee-fliore, towards which the Ihip 
fettled very fad, notwithftanding our utmoft efforts. 
Thus circumdanced, we were obliged to dave the 
water-calks on and between the decks, in order that 
(he might carry better fail, and by this expedient we 
efcaped the threatened dedrudion. We now got into 
the open fea, after a very providential deliverance, for 
had the wind again lliifted, the Swallow mud have been 
unavoidably lod. Having got clear of the Strait of 
Magellan, w^ deered to the northward along the coad 
of Chili, intending to make the ifland of Juan Fer¬ 
nandes, or Mafafuero, that we might increafe our dock 
of water, which at this time amounted only to between 
four and five and twenty tons, a quantity not fufficient 
for fo long a voyage as was probably before us. On 
the 16th, the wind, which had hitherto been favourable, 
on a fudden Ihiftcd, and continued contrary till Satur¬ 
day the iSth. We had now failed nearly 100 leagues 
from the draits mouth w^hen our latitude was 48 deg. 
39 min. fouth, and our longitude, by account, 4 deg. 
33 min. wed from Cape Pillar. From this time to 
the 8th of May, the wind continued unfavourable, and 
blew an inceflant dorm, with fudden guds dill more 
violent, accompanied at intervals, with dreadful thun¬ 
der, lightning, rain, and hail. In our palTage along 
this coad we faw abundance of fea birds ; among which 
were two forts, one like a pigeon, of a dark brown 
colour, called by feamen the Cape of Good Hope hen, 
and fometimes the black gull; the other pintado birds, 
which are prettily fpotted with black and white, and 
condantly on the wing; but they appear frequently as 
if walking on the water, like the peterels; and thefe 
our failgrs call Mother Carey s Chickens. During nine 
days we experienced an uninterrupted courfe of dan¬ 
gers, fatigues and misfortunes. The Swallow worked 
and failed very ill, the weather was dark and tem- 
peduous; and the boats, which the exigencies of the 
Ihip kept condantly emplo^-cd, were in continual dan¬ 
ger of being lod, as well by the gales which blew con¬ 
dantly, as by the fudden guds which ruflied frequently 
upon us, with a violence that can fcarcely be conceived: 
thofe off the land w ere fo boiderous, that not daring to 
fhew' any canvafs, the fliip lay to under her bare poles, 
and the water at rimes w'as torn up, and whirled round 
in the air, much higher than the mads heads. This 
didrefs was the more fevere, by its being unexpeded ; 
for Captain Carteret had experienced very different 
weather in thofe parts, when he accompanied Commo¬ 
dore Byron; it was then the latter end of April w hen 
he was near this coad, fo that this change of climate 
could not be owing to a change of feafon. On Friday 
the id of May, the wind fluffed from the N. W. to the 

S. W. and brought the fhip up with her head right 
againd the vad ka, which the N. W. wind had raifed; 
for about an hour it blew, if polTible, dronger than ever; 
and at every pitch the Swallow made, the end of her 
bowfprit was under w ater, and the furge broke over 
the forecadle as far aft as the main mad, in the fame 
manner as it would have broke over a rock, fo that 
there was the greated reafon to apprehend die would 
founder. With all her defc( 5 ls we mud acknowledge 
die was a good fea boat; if die had not been fo, it 
would have been impofliblc for her to have outlived 
this dorm, in which, as on feveral other occafions, we 
experienced the benefit of the bulk-heads, which we 
had fixed on the fore-part of the half deck, and to the 
affer part of the fore-caftle. On the 3rd, at day-break 
w^e found the rudder chain broken, w hich made us, 
as we had often done, mod feelingly regret the want 
of a forge. However we made the bed diiff we could; 
and on the 4th, the weather being more moderate, 
we mended the fails that had been fplit, and repaired 
our rigging. On the 5th, a hurricane from the N. by 
W. and N. N. W. brought us again under our courfes, 
and Che Ihip was tofl'ed about whh fuch violence that 

we had no command of her. In this dorna two f 
chain-plates were broken, and we continued toir ^ 
a confufed hollow fea till midnight. On the 

two o’clock, A. M. we were taken right a-hcadK 

furious fquall at wed, which was very nearcarrvi 
by the board, before we could get the fliip round. \?11 
this gale we flood north, and the carpenters i» ? 
forenoon, fixed new chain-plates in the place of rh a 
which had been broken ; and on this occafion we cm 
not refrain from again lamenting the want of a f^*^ 
and iron. We held on our courfe till the 7th wh^^ 
at eight o’clock, A. M. the wind returned to* its Ti 
quartet, the N. W. attended with unfettled wcathcr^'^ 
On Friday the 8th, the wind having cometo tb 
fouth, we were favoured with a fine day, being thelirt 
wc had feen fince we took our departure from th 
Straits of Magellan. At noon we obferved in latitude 
38 deg. 39 min. fouth, and were about 5 deg. to the 
wed ward of Cape Pillar. On the 9th, we were in 
fight of the ifland of Mafafuero ; a d on the loth.made 
that of Juan Fernandes. In the afternoon, wc failed 
round the north end of it, and opened Cumberland Bav 
We were furprized, not knowing that the Spaniards 
had fortified this ifland, to fee a confiderable number 
of men about the beach, alfo a houfe and four pieces of 
cannon near the water fide; and upon the fide of the 
hill, about 300 yards farther from the fea, a fort with 
Spanifli colours flying. We faw fcattcrcd round it, 
and on different parts of the ifland, more than p 
houfes, and much cattle feeding on the brow of the hills 
which Teemed to be cultivated, many fpots being divided 
by enclofures from the red. We faw alfo two large 
boats lying on the beach. The fort, which is faced 
with done, has i 8 or 20 embrafurcs, and wi:hin it a 
long houfe, which we fuppofed to be barracks for the 
garrifon. The wind blew in fuch violent gulls out of 
the bay, as to prevent our getting very near it; and, in 
the Captain’s opinion, it is impoflible to work a (hip 
into this bay, when the w'ind blows hard from the fouth. 
We now' flood to the wedward, and were followed by 
one of the boats, which put off from the fliore, and 
row'cd towards us ; but die foon returned, on obferving 
that the heavy fquallsmade us lie at a confiderable dil- 
tance from the land. Having opened wed-bay, we ob¬ 
ferved on the ead part, what we took for a guard- 
houfe, and two pieces of cannon on carriages near it. 
We now w'ore, and flood again for Cumberland Bay, 
and the boat again put off towards us, but night coming 
on, we lod fight of her. As we had only Englilh 
colours on board we hoifled none, as wc could not fup- 
pofe the Spaniards well difpofed to receive Englilh 
vifitants. Thus difappointed of the rcfrcfliments, of 
which wc flood in the mod prefling need, our Captain 
thought it more advifeable to proceed to the neigh¬ 
bouring ifland of Mafafuero, where we arrived on fuef- 
day the 12th, and on Friday the 15 th, chofe our ftation 
on the eadern fide, anchoring in the fame place where 
Commodore Byron lay in the Dolphin, about 
before. Oi;i the i6th, we were driven from our moor¬ 
ings and kept out at fea all night. In the morning the 
cutter was font for water, and the fliip got near 
fliore, where flie foon received feveral cafks, and dil- 
patched the cutter back for more. The long boat wai 
likewife appointed to this fervicc, as well as to cany 
provifions to thofe on fliore. In the afternoon the boaw 
being obferved runningalong the fliore, thcfliipfonowcu 
and took them in, but not without their fallaining 
much damage by the violence of the fea, that the car¬ 
penters were obliged to work all night in repairing 
them. 

On Sunday the 17th, the lieutenant, Mr. Eralnini 
Gower, was font again with the cutter to procure water, 
and the furf being very great, three of the fcanicnlw:*”* 
on fliore with the empty cafks, in order to flh 
and bring them back to the boat; but the fod ‘‘r 
after rofe fo high, and broke wi^ fuch fury on 
fliore, as rendered it utterly impradlicable for 
return. A ycry dark and tempeftuous night l^ccc 
cd; the poor follows were dark naked, and cut orr 
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11 means of procuring affidance from the boat, which, 

efcape the fury of a gathering dorm was obliged to 
turn CO thediip, into which it was fafcly received but 
[he minute before the impending dorm rulhcd forth, 
b which, had (he been upon the water, flic mud have 
Sen inevitably funk, and every foul on board periflied. 
The three naked, defencelefs mariners on fhore, during 
the night, were doomed to “ bide the pelting of the 
nitilefs dorm,” without clothes, without flielter, without 
food, and without fire. To augment their diflrefs, a 
narty was then on fliore, and had creded a rent; but 
the darknefs of the night, and the impenetrable thick- 
nefs of the woods, cut off all poflibility of receiving 
fuccour from them. Being thus reduced to an entire 
flate of nature, without the habits which render that 
date fupportable, in order to preferve a living portion 
of animal heat, they lay one upon another, each man 
alternately placing himfelf between the other two. At 
the fird dawn of light, they made their way along the 
(bore, in fearch of the tent; an attempt to penetrate 
through the country being confidered as fruitlefs. In 
this circuit they were frequently flopped by high, deep, 
bluff points, which they w'ere obliged to fwdm round 
at a condderable didance; for, if they had not taken a 
fufficient compafs, they would have been daflicd to 
pieces againd the rocks, in avoiding which they were 
every moment in danger of being devoured by fliarks. 
About ten o’clock in the morning they joined their 
comrades, being almod periflied with hunger and cold. 
They were received with the mod cordial welcome, 
their fliipmates fharing with them their cloaths and 
providons; and it is hard to fay of which they dood 
mod in need. On the i8tli, they were brought on 
board the diip, where the Captain gave orders, that they 
fliould have all proper refrefliments, and remain in their 
hammocks the whole night; and the next da^ w'e had 
the pleafure to find they were perfedly hearty, nor 
did they fufferany future inconvenience from the extreme 
liardlhips they had gone through. Thefe men were 
three of the nine honed fellows, who had fvvain naked 
fronuhe diip, when flie lay in the road of Madeira, to 
get a Ikinful of liquor. Than which nothing could 
paint more drongly the general charafter of Englifli 
Tailors, which may perhaps be defined to confid in a 
contempt of danger, a love of flrong liquor, and a girl 
^dan averlion to be poflefTed of any coin, when em¬ 
barked on a long voyage. This day the weather was 
m^crate, and in the evening we w-ere within half a 
mile of the anchoring ground from whence we had been 
driven; but the wind fuddenly failing, and a current 
making againd us, we could not reach it. During the 
whole night we had a perfed: calm, fo that in the 
morning of the 19th, we found the current and the fwcll 
had driven us no lefs than nine miles from the land: 
hut a breeze fpringing up. we kept olff and on near the 
more, and in the interim fent the cutter for water, who 

!nd 'V'th hook 

“I.'."’’?'* cof^-^p^ny. which was 
alleviation of our dilappointmcm. 

Itatinn ®the 20th, we happily regained our 
knvthVrn" anchor, at two cables 

Sa ■" ' * and moored 

fapplv all n»r Pfocured fifh enough to 

insZsl l, 1 The two follow¬ 

ing of ^^,^0 exceedingbad weather. In the mom- 

ftore that m ftich violence along 

itfs than 2on f ^f'^tiuently drove, though we had not 
nnt the (Inn eable out; however we rode 

''iolent and rh 'J^"'htn*t damage, but the rain was fo 
^nc with high, that nothing could be 

“itWffo L r?’ ‘h<= more mortifying, 

h?d endured ahiio(l'! °*^^*"pletmg our water, that we 
to rpcrn’ labour, for five days and 

million inr? in which wc now lay. 

^ratc, \vefem?if * became more mo- 

feals. and to ‘he (hip, to 

hn'ps. and 0*0^0^, homing in the 

Ics. On the 2 2nd, in the morning. 


h!w blew very hard, as it had done all night, 

1 effthc land, we lent the boats away at dav- 

break, and about ten o'clock they returned with each 
cm a oad of water, and a great number of pintado 
b rds, or peterels. Thefe were obtained from the peo¬ 
ple on fliore. who told them, that when a gale of wind 
happened in the night, thefe birds flew fhfler into the 
nre than they could well take them out; and that, 
during the gale of lad night, they got no lefs then 700 
or tnem. Throughout this day the boars were all em¬ 
ployed in bringing water on board; but the furf was fo 
great that feveral of the calks were daved and lofl * 
owever by the 23rd, a few only were wanted to com- 
plcte our dock. The weather now grew fo bad that 
tne Laptain was impatient to fail; he therefore o-ave 
orders for all our people on Ihore to come on board. 
At this time the Swallow again drove from her moor¬ 
ings, dragging the anchor after her, till die got into 
deep \vater. VVenow brought the anchor up, and lay 
under bare poles, waiting for the boats. In the evening 
the long boat with ten men were taken on board • buc 
there yet remained the cutter with the lieutenant and 
18 men; which brings to our reco]le(dion a very 
Jimilar fituation, in which thofe on board the Centurion. 

V^mmodore Anfon, were thrown off the ifland 
ot Tinian. The weather becoming more moderate 
about midnight, the Swallow dood in for Jand; and on 
me 24th, at ten o clock, A. M. wc were very near the 
ihorc, but the cutter was not to be fecn ; about noon 
however, flic was happily difeovered dole under landl 
and in three hours time we took her crew on board" 
1 he Lieutenant reported, that the night before he had 
attempted to come off, but that he had Icarcely cleared 
the Ihore, when a fudden gud of wind almod filled the 
boat with water, which narro.wly efcaped fillino*: that all 
hands bailing with the utmod adivity, they fortunately 
cleared her; that he then made for the land ao-ain, 
which with great difficulty he regained, and having*left 
a fufficient number of men with the boat, to watch*^ and 
keep her free from water, he, with the reft of the 
people went on diore. That, having paffed the night 
in a date of incxpreffible artxiety and didrefs, they 
looked out for the fliip with the find dawn of day, and 
feeing nothing of her, concluded that flie had foundered 
in the dorm, which they had never fecn exceeded. 
They did not however give way to gloomy refleaions* 
nor fit down in torpid defpair, but began immediately 
to clear the ground near the beach of bullies and weeds, 
and to cut down feveral trees, of which they made 
rollers to affift them in hauling up the boat on land, 
in order tofecure her, intending, as they had no hope 
of the fliip's return, to wait till the fummer feafon, and 
then attempt to make the ifland of Juan Fernandes; 
but thefe thoughts w^cre loft in their happy deliverance* 
Having thus once more got our people and boats fafe 
on board, we made fail from this turbulent climate; 
and thought ourfelves fortunate not to have left any 
thing behind except the wood, which had been cut for 
firing. 

It is a common opinion, that upon this coafl: the 
winds arc condantly from the fouch to the S. W. 
though Frazier mentions his having had drono- gaJes 
and high Teas from the N. N. W. and N. VV. qu^ter 
which was unhappily our cafe. The ifland of Mafa- 
fucro, which lies in latitude 33 deg. 45 min. fouth, 
longitude 80 deg. 46 min. well from the meridian of 
London, is of a triangular form, about 23 miles in 
circumference; being weft of Juan Fernandes; both of 
the iflands are nearly in the fame latitude. At a dif- 
tance it has the appearance of a high, mountainous 
rock. The South part is much the highed, and on the 
north end are feveral clear fpots, which perhaps might 
admit of cultivation. On the coad in many places is 
good anchorage, particularly on the wed-fide, at about 
a mile from the fliore, in 20 fathoms, and at nearly 
three miles, in 40 and 45 fathoms, with a fine black fand 
at the bottom. The author af the account of Lord 
Anfon’s voyage mentions a reef of rocks, which he fays 
« runs off the eaftern point of the ifland, about two 
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miles in length, which may be fccn by the fea s break¬ 
ing over them,” but in this he is miftaken; though 
indeed there is a reef of rocks or (hoal running off the 
weftern-fide, near the fouth-end thereof. He is not 
Icfsmidaken with refpedt to the diftanceof this ifland 
from Juan Fernandes, and its diredion, for he makes 
the former 22 leagues, and the latter W. by S. but \\e 
found the diftance one third more, and the direction 
is due weft; for, as we have before obferved, the 
latitude of both iflands is nearly the fame. On the 
S. W. part of the ifland there is a remarkable perfora¬ 
ted rock, which is a good mark to come to an anchor 
on the weftern-fide, and here is the beft bank of any 

about the place. To the northward of the hole in the 

rock, diftant about a mile and a half, is a low point ot 
land ; and from hence runs the above-mentioned reef, 
in the diredion of W. by S. to the diftance of about 
three quarters of a mile, where the fea continually breaks 
upon it.,. To come to anchor, you muft run in till the 
hole in the rock is ftiut in, about a cable’s length upon 
this low point of land, then bearing S. by E. hall E. and 
you may anchor in 20 and 22 fathoms, fine black fand 
and fhells. Anchorage may likewife be found on the other 
fides of the ifland, particularly off the north point, in 
i4and 15 fathoms, with fine fand. Plenty of wood 
and water may be procured all round the ifland, but 
not without much labour and difficulty, by reafon of a 
great quantity of ftoncs, and large fragments of rocks, 
which have fallen down from the high land, and upon 
thefe fuch a violent furf breaks that a boat cannot ap¬ 
proach fafely within a cable’s length of Xhc fhore; lo 
that there is no landing here but by fwimmingfrom the 
boat, and then mooring her without the rocks; nor is 
there any method of getting oft the wood and water, 
but by hauling them to the boatw'ith ropes: but Cap¬ 
tain Carteret obferves, there are many places where it 
would be very eafy to make a commodious landing by 
building a temporary wharf, which it would be worth 
while even for a Angle Ihip to do, if flie was to con¬ 
tinue any time at the ifland. Here w’e found the fcals 
fo numerous, that, fays the Captain, 1 verily think, it 
many thoufands of them were killed in the night, they 
would not be mifled in the morning. Thefe animals 
yielded excellent train oil, and their hearts and plucks 
are very good eating, being intafte fomething likethofe 
of a hog; and their fkins are covered with the fineft 
fur of the kind. In this ifland arc many birds, among 
others vaft numbers of pintadoes, and fome very large 
hawks. While the tent was eredted on fhore, a king- 
fiflier was caught, which weighed 87 pounds, and was 
five feet and a half long. Goats are to be found in 
great abundance, and may be calily caught. We had 
not an opportunity to botanize, or fearch after vegeta¬ 
ble produdions, but we faw fcveral leaves of the moun¬ 
tain cabbage, \vklch is a proof that the tree is a native 
of this place. The ifland is furrounded with abundance 
of fifh, in fuch plenty, that a boat's crew, with three 
hooks and lines, may obtain as much in a fliort time 
as will ferve 100 people: among others we caught 
cray-fifh,cod, hallibut, cavallics, and excellent coal-filh. 
The (harks were fo ravenous, that when we were found¬ 
ing one of them fwallowed the lead, by which we hauled 
him above water, but as he then difgorgcd it, we loft 
him. So much for this ifland of iMafafuero, of which 
we have given feveral particular and full accounts in 
former parts of this work. 

When we departed from hence, on Sunday the 24th 
of May, we failed to the north, hoping to fall in with 
the S. E. trade wind ; but having run farther to the 
northward than was at firft propofed, we looked out 
for the iflands of St. Ambrofc, and St. Felix, or St. 
Paul, which are laid down in Green’s charts, publiflied 
in the year 1753; but, as was fuppofed, we milTcd 
them by attending to the erroneous pofition which is 
aferibei to them in Robinfon’s navigation, who has laid 
down the ifland of St. Ambrofe in 25 deg. 30 min. 
fouth latitude,and in 82 deg. 20 min. weft longitude; 
but we might perhaps go too far to the northward, for 
w e faw great numbers of birds and fifti, which arc in- 
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dications of land not far diftant. W'c continu^TT^ 
ing between the latitude of 25 deg. 50 min. and 
in fearch of thofe iflands, till we had proceeded 
to the weftward of our departure; wc then directed^ 
coiirfe more to the fouthward, and found ourfclvcs i T 
latitude of 27 deg. 20 min. In this parallel we had? ^ 
airs and foul winds, with a flrong northerly cu 
which led Captain Carteret to conjecture, that 
near the land which Roggewein vifitcd in the 
1722, and called Eaftern Land, and which fonicb 
fuppofed to be the fame as a diicovery before made 
Davis, which in the charts is called Davis’s Land • h 
in this conjecture concerning Eaftern Land our com 
inandcr has been found to be pcrfcdly right, as Capta ' 
Cook happened to fall in with this fpot in the ycal 
1774; and by the pofition he alligns it, ournavi^r 
appears to have been not more than a degree to the 
fouthward of it. It was now\ being June the lyih, the 
depth of w iiucr, and we hiul hard gales with heavy feaj 
that frequently brought us under our courfes; and 
though we were near the tropic of capricorn, the weather 
was iiark, hazy, and cold, with frequent thunder, light¬ 
ning, fleer, and rain. The fun was above the horLri 
about ten hours in the four and twenty, but many days 
were frequently pafied without feeing his face; and the 
weather was fo thick, that when he was below it, thedarL 
nefs was,incxpreffibly hoiriblc; and this dreadful gloom 
in the day deprived us for a conflderablc time of an op¬ 
portunity to make an obfervation; notuithftanding 
which dangerous circumftance wc were obliged tocarrv 
all the fail we could fpread both day and night, as ihi 
fhip making way fo (lowly, and the voyage being fo 
long, we were expofed to. the danger of pcrifliing by 
famine. 

On 'Fhurfday the 2nd of July, in the evening, we dif- 
covered land to the northward of us; which appeared 
like a great rock riling out of the fea. It is ficuatcd in 
latitude 25 deg. 2 min. fouth, and in 133 deg. 21 min. 
weft longitude. It is an ifland well coveriKl with trees, 
and down the fide of it runs a flream of frclh water. 
The height of it is fo immenfe, that we fiiw it at the dif¬ 
tance of more than 15 leagues. Wc judged it to be not 
more than five miles in circumference, and we could 
perceive no figns of its being inhabited. The Captain 
was defiroiis of fending out a boat to attempt a landing, 
but the furf, which, at this fcafon, broke upon it with 
great violence, rendered it impradicablc. We law a 
great number of fea birds at fomewhat Icfs than a mile 
from the fhore, and the fea here fecincd not deftitote of 
fiffi. Flaving been difeovered by a fon of Major Pit¬ 
cairn, we called it Pitcairn’s Ifland. This young gen¬ 
tleman was afterwards loft in the Aurora, in her paliage 
to the Eaft Indies; and his father, major of tlie ma¬ 
rines, fell in theadion of Bunker’s Hill, and died in the 
arms of another of his fons. While in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of this ifland, we feldom had a gale to the 
eaftvvard, fo that wc were prevented from keeping 
in a high fouth latitude, and were continually driving 
to the northward. The winds chiefly blew from tk 
S. S. W. and W. N. W. and the weather was extremely 
tempeftuous, with long rolling billows from the fouth- 
vvard, larger and higher than any we had fccn before. 
On the 4th, the fliip admitted a great quantity of water, 
and was othervvife in a very crazy condition, 'fi'om the 
rough feas (lie had encountered. Our fails alfo, being 
much worn, were continually fplitting; and our com¬ 
pany who had hitherto enjoyed good health, began i 
be afflidlcd with the feurvy. When the Ihip .j 
Straits of Magellan, Captain Carteret had caiifcd a Im 
awning to be made, and covered it with a clean painf 
canvafs, which he had for a floor-cloth in his ca • ^ 
and in this he caught fo much rain water, at a very 
cxpence of trouble and attendance, that the crew w ^ 
never put to fliort allowance of this necelfaiy a 
during the voyage. This method of obtaining 
water we have already particularly deferibed, an 
conftantly praifticcd by the Spanilh lliip3> wbic 
nually crofs the South Sea from the Manil^ 
pulco, and in their return. The awning 
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(liciner from the inclemency of the weather. The fur- 
a’on likewifc mixed a fmall quantity offpirits of vitriol 
S*iLh the water, which was thus prefc “. ed; and to thefe 
cautions the Cjiptain imputes the efcape w hich our 
men had lb long had from the feurvy. On Saturday the 
jith, in latitude 22 deg. fouth, and longitude 141 deg. 
v dl,*another fmall, low, flat ifland was difeovered, which 
we cVllcd the Bifhop of Ofnaburgh’s Ifland, in honour 
of his i rcfenc majerty’s fecond fon ; and as Captain 
VVallis had given the lame name to another ifland, that 
prince holds two honorary fiefs in the South Sea. This 
low piece of land, which appeared to be almofl level 
with the waters edge, is wtII cloathed w’ith verdure ; but 
being to the fouth, and diradly to the windward of us, 
we could not fetch it. 

On Sunday the i2Ch, wc faw two more fmall iflands, 
on one of which a boat’s crew landed, and found birds 
fo tame, as to be taken by the hand. They were both 
covered with green trees, but appeared to be uninha¬ 
bited. The fouthermofi, with which wc were clofe in, 
is a flip of land in the form of a half moon, low, fiat, 
and Tandy. From the fouth end thereof a reef runs out 
to the diflance of about half a mile, whereon the fea 
breaks with great fur)'. Notwithftanding its pleafant 
afpccl it aflbrds neither vegetables nor water; and the 
fame may be faid of the other ifland, which Is diftant 
from it about five leagues. One of them lies in latitude 
20 deg. 38 min. fouth, longitude 146 deg. wefi ; the 
other in 20 deg. 34 min. fouth, longitude 146 deg. 
15 min. weft, and we called them the Duke of Glou- 
cefter's Iflands. They may be the land fecn by Quiros, 
as the fituation is nearly the fame ; but however this be, 
we went to the fouthward of it, and the long billows 
we had here, convinced us that no land was near us in 
that dircdlion. Captain Carteret was peculiarly un¬ 
fortunate in having fecn four iflands, not one of 
which was capable of yielding the leafl: refrcfliment 
to the lliip’s company, in the important articles of 
truk and water; in confcquencc of which the men 
became very lickly, and the feurvy made fwift progrefs 
among them. The wind here being to the eafiward, 
we hauled to the fouthward again; and on the 
i3ih, in the evening, as we were fleering W. S. W. 
we loft the long rolling billows in latitude 21 deg. 

7 min. fouth, and got them again on the 14th, at feven 
oclock, A. M. in latitude 21 deg. 43 min. fouth, lon- 
gitud^49 4^ min. weft; from whence ourCaptain 
conjc< 5 bred, that there was then feme land, not far olf, 
to the fouthward. From this day to 'fuefday the 16th, 
the winds were variable, and blew very hard, with 
violent gufts, one of which was vciy near being fatal 
to us. I hefe were accompanied with thick hazy wea¬ 
ther, and heavy rain. We were then in latitude 22 deg. 
outh, and in 70 deg. 30 min. weft, of our departure. 
Afterfome time the wind fettled in the W. S. W. which 
rtrovc us again to the northward, fo that on Monday the 
Qt , we were in latitude 19 deg. fouth, and in 7< 'dcg. 

S mm. weft of our departure. On the 22nd, we 
\ rcm latitude 18 deg. fouth, longitude r6i deg. weft 
nf A ^ leagues weft ward of the continent . 

not any ligns of a con- 
inrr/* As the feurvy was now daily 

our people, and finding all our endea- 
of thn badnefs of the weather, and the defcdls 

werr pfT A ^ fouthern latitude, 

ncceiTirfr^ n Carteret thought it abTolutcly 

bablv tin ? a courfe as might moft pro- 

crew T ptefervation of the velTcl and her 

coiTtcqucncc of this refolution, inftead of 
condifinn® j 1 in which, con Tided ng our 

^^rcclv 

"arcL ^ticcced, wc bore away to the north- 

fametin><. getting a trade wind; but at the 

be ^ track, as, if the charts were 

ifland wh^r^ * likely to bring us to fome 

mifrU u of which wc flood fo much 

^ip CQulti b ^ obtained ; we propofed then, if the 
deeded at ^ proper condition, to have pro- 

Ko. ^ ^ P^^P^'i" feafon to the fouthward, and to 


have attempted farther difeoveries ; and fliould a con¬ 
tinent have been difeovered, and a Cupply of provifioiis 
procured, we, in this cafe, intended to keep along the 
Ibuthward. till the fun had crofted the cqui- 
noxial line; and then, after having got into a high 
outhern latitude, to have ftccrcd either weft about to 
the Cape of Good Hope, or returned to the caftward, 
and in our way to England, to have touched, if necef- 
ary, at ralklanj s Iflands. Wednefday the 22nd, in 
atitude 16 deg. fouth, and not before, we found the 
true trade wind ; and to Saturday the 25th, we had foul 
weather, hard gales, and a great fea to the caftward. 
We were now in latitude 12 deg. 15 min. fouth, and 
lecmg great flocks of birds, we were inclined to think, 
that wc were near fome land, particularly feveral iflands, 
one of which was called by Commodore fiyron, the 
ifl.ind of Danger; none of which, however, could we 
the 26th, in the morning, we were in latitude 
10 deg. fuirh, and in 167 deg. weft longitude. Wc 
kept nearly in tlie fame parallel, hoping to fall in with 
Solomon’s Iflands, this being the latitude in which the 
loiithermoft of them is laid down. Ac this time we had 
a ftrong trade wind, with violent fqualls, and much 
rain. 

On Monday the 3rd of Aiiguft, we were 5 deg. to 
the weft ward of the fituation of thofe iflands in the 
charts; and about 2100 leagues diftant from the con¬ 
tinent of America. We were this day in latitude 
TO deg. 18 min. fouth, and in 177 deg. 30 min. eaft 

our good fortune 

to fall m with any land; but probably wc might pafs 
near fome, which the hazinefs of the weather prevented 
our feeing; for in this run great numbers offca-birds 
were frequently hovering about the fliip : however, 
obferves Captain Carteret, '*as Commodore Byron, iii 
his laft voyage failed over the northern limits of that 
part of the ocean in which the iflands of Solomon arc 
faid to lie, and as I failed over the Ibuthern limits 
without feeing them, there is great reafon to conclude, 
chat, if there are any fuch iflands, iheir fituation, in all 
our charts, is erroneoufly laid down.*’ This day the 
current was obferved to fee ftrongly to the fouthward, 
though it had hitherto, from the Straits of Magellan* 
ran in a contrary direiftion ; whence wc concluded, that 
the paftnge between New Zealand and New Holland 
opened here in this latitude. The difficulties which 
our able navigator had to contend with, will appear to 
have been as great as the beft Teamen and the firmeft 
minds were capable of making head againft, from the 
following defeription which be gives of his perplexity 
at this time. Our flock of log-lines, obferves the 
Captain, was now nearly exhaufted, though we had 
already converted all our fifhing lines to the fame ufe. 

I was for fome time in perplexity how to fupply this 
defcdl; but upon a \ ery diligent enquiry found that we 
had, by chance, a very few fathoms of thick untarred 
rope. This, which in our fituation, was an incftimablc 
treafure, I ordered to be untwifted ; but as the yarns 
were found to be too thick for our purpofe, it became 
ncccftary to pick them inroo'akham; and when this 
was done, the moft difficult part of the work remained; 
for this oakham could not be fpun into yarn, till by 
cornbing, it was brought into hemp, its original ftate. 
This was not Teamens work, and if it had, wc fhould have 
been at a lofs how to perform it for want of combs 
and it was ncccftary to make thefe before we could try 
our fiftll in making hemp. Upon this trying occalioii 
wc were again fcnfiblc of the danger to which w'c were 
expofed by the want of a forge: ncceftjty, however, the 
fruitful mother of invention, fuggefted an expedient. 
The armourer was fet to work to file nails down to a 
finooth point, with which was produced a tolerable fuc* 
ccdartcum for a comb; and one of tl>e quarter mafters 
was found fufficicntly Ikilled in the ufe of this inftru- 
ment to render the oakham fo fmooth and even that 
wc contrived to fpin it into yarn, as fine as our coarfc 
implements would admit; and thus we made tolerable 
log-lines, although w c found it much more difficult than 
to make cordage of our old cables, afteV they had been 
^ ^ coivvcrccd 
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converted into junk,, which was an expedient we had 
Been obliged to^ pradice long before. We alfo had 
tong before tifed all our Towing fail-twine; and if 
(knowing ejuantity with which I hud been Tup- 
plied was attogcchcr inadequate to the wants of Tuch 
a voyage) I had not taken the whole quantity that 
had been: put on board to repair the Tcine into my 
own cuflody, this deficiency might have been fatal to 
us all.^ 

We had now Tailed over upwards of i ro deg. of 
longitude, in a dull lhattered vclTel, that, on account of 
her bad condition would fcarccly anfwer the helm, nor 
had we met with any Tpot of eairth which would aliord 
us cffedual relief. The (curvy continued to make great 
progrcTs; infbmuch. that thofe hands which were not 
rendered ufclcfs by difeafe, were worn down by excef- 
five labour; and, to render our fituation completely 
difirefsful, on the loth of Aug,ufi„the Swallow Iprung 
a leak in her bows which being under water, it w'as 
impoflTblc to come at while wc were at Tea. Our fitua¬ 
tion was now in the higheft degree perilous; but on 
Wednefday the 12th, at break of day, land was dif- 
covered, which gavq frcfli Tpirits so our almoft- dcT- 
ponding crew, and the tranrp)ort of joy which this prof- 
pccl: oGcafioncd, may beemnpared to that w'hich a crimi¬ 
nal feels w ho hears the cry of a reprieve at the place of 
execution. The Captain counted feven iflands, and 
\vc made fail towards two of them which were right 
a-head, and lay very near together. In the evening 
we came to an anchor on the north-caft fide of the 
largefi and highcll of them, w hereon wc Taw’ two of the 
natives, who were negroes, with woolly heads, and who 
were not covered with any kind of clothing. A boat 
having been Tent on fliorc, the two negroes fled, and 
a:n account was brought back by our people, that there 
was a fine run offrelh water oppofitc to the (hip, but 
that it would be dilTicult tx) procure the water, the 
whole country being covered with wood quite to the 
Tea-lTvorc. That no vegetables for the refioration of 
the fick could be found, nor any habitations, as far as 
the country had been examined, which appeared wild, 
forlorn, imd mountainous. 7 'hefc circumitances, added 
to the danger there >night be of the natives attacking us 
from the wootls, determined the Captain to look for a 
more convenkht. landing-place. On the 13th, there¬ 
fore, at daybreak, the mafler, with 15 Teamen, well 
armed, and provided, were Tent ofi‘ in the cutter to the 
wcflward, in Tcarch of a watering-place, rcfrclhmcnts 
for the fick, and a convenient fituation, where the (hip 
might be laid down in order to examine and flop her 
leak. He received firidt orders to be upon his guard 
againfl the natives, but at the Tame time to conciliate 
their good will, to procure which he took with him a 
few' beads and other trifles, which by chance happened 
to be among the fliip’s company: he was alfo enjoined 
particularly by the Captain, to return to the (hip if any 
occurrence happened that might Q^caC\on hollilitics: 
he was like wife charged on no account to leave the boat, 
nor to fuller more then two men to goon (horc at a time, 
while the red flood ready for their defence; and the 
('aptain rccommcndctl to him, in the flronged terms, a 
diiigehc dilchitrgc of his duty, in finding out a proper 
place for the fliip; which fcrvice, of thcutmoll: impor¬ 
tance ro us all, uhert performed, he was to return with 
all polTililc fpecd. At the time the cutter was difpatch- 
cd on this expedition, the long boat was likewile fent 
with ten men on board well armed, which foon 
rehirncd laden with water. She wasdifpatched afccond 
time, but upon our obferving fomc of the nativ. s ad¬ 
vancing to the landing-place, a fignal was made for her 
to return ; for wc knew not to what number they might 
be c'xpo.kd, and wc had no boat to Tend off with afiiT- 
taficc, in cafe they (liould have been attacked. After 
oifr men had rcturnetl on board, we Taw three of the 
Indians, who fat down on the (bore, looking dcdfaflly 
oiTthc fliip for fcveral hours. The lieutenant was Tent 
tonhem in the long boar, w ith a few trinkets, to cn- 
den^ur to eflabiini fornc kind of intercourTc, by their 
.means, with the rc(l-of the natives; but w^hen die three 


men faw the boat approaching, they quitted k.- 
Ration, and moved along the coaR, where they 
joined by three '♦ hers. When they had conferred^^*^^ 
gether, the former went on, while the latter adva 
haftily towards the boat. 'This being obferved 
the (Itip, a fignal was made for the lieutenant 
with caution, who, I'ccing only three iTien of the 
backed the boat into Ihore, and offered thcinif^^’ 
prefents as tokens of friendihip, at the fame time 
ccaling carefully their arms. The Indians regardlf 
of the beads and ribbands, ad\anccd relblutcly a I 
then difeharged their arrows, which went over th 
boat without doing any inifchicf; ujon W'hich thcyrai^ 
aw'ay inflantly into the woods, and our people fired in 
their turn, w ithout doing any execution, not one of 
them being wounded by the Riot. In a Ihort rime 
after this the cutter came under the Riip’s fide, the 
mailer w1k> commanded her having three arrows (licking 
in his body. We needed iw other proof to convince 
us he had acfled contrary to the Captain s orders a, 
appcarctl fully from his own report, wdiich v,as[ in 
fubllancc, as follows: Me faid, that having feen feme 
Indian houfes, but only a few of the natives, at a place 
about 14 miles to the well ward of the fliip, he came to a 
grappling, and veered the boat to the beach, where he 
landed with four men, armed with mufquets andpif- 
tols: that the Indiiins, at lirll, were afraid of him, and 
retired, but that (bon after they came down to him, 
and he gave them a few’ trifles, with which thcyfccnicd 
to be much pleafed : that in return they brought him a 
broiled fifh, and fomc broiled yams; that, encouraged 
by thefe appearances of holpiiality, he proceeded with 
his party to the houfes, which were not more than 
20 yards from the watcr-fide, and Toon after faw a great 
number of canoes coming round the weftern poinNof 
the bay, and many Indians among the trees: that being 
fomewhat alarmed at their motions, he left haflily the 
houfe where he had been entertained, and made the 
beft of his way towards the boat; but that before he 
could embark, a general attack w as made, with bows 
and arrow’s, as well on thofe in the boat, as on thole 
upon the Ihorc. Their number, according to his ac¬ 
count, was between three and four hundred: their 
weapons were bows and arrows; the bows were fix fat 
five inches long, and the arrows Tour feet four, which, 
he faid, they difeharged in platoons, as regularly as the 
beft difciplined troops in England : that, being thus at¬ 
tacked, his party found it nccefiary to fire upon the 
Indians, which they did repeatedly, killing fome, and 
wounding many more: ft ill however they were notdif- 
couraged ; but maintained the fight, prelTing forward, 
and difeharging their arrow's in almoft one continued 
flight: that when our people arrived at the boat, a 
delay was occaTioncd in hauling her off, by the grap¬ 
pling being foul; during which time, he, and halt of 
his crew were deTpcratcly wounded: that at la(l they 
cut the rope, and ran olf under their fore-fail, Rill keep¬ 
ing up their fire with blunderbufTcs loaded with eight 
or ten balls, which the enemy returned with a Iboi«r 
of arrows, and waded after them breaft-high into the 
fca: when they got dear of thefe alTailants, the canoes 
purfued them with great vigour, nor would they retreat 
rill one of them was funk, and many of the people in 
the others were killed. This is the account of the 
mailer, which, it is reafonable to Tuppofc, wasasla- 
vourable to himfclf as he could make it. '1 1^5 p*'* 
man, wdth three of our beft hands, died fomc time 
afterwards oT the wounds they had received. | 
appeared from the evidence of the Turvivors, tha 
the Indians behaved with the grcvarcft confidence 

fricndfliip, until the Inaftcr a rmgantly ordered the 

pic who were with him, and who hatl been gencrou 
entertained, to cut dow'n a cocoa-tree; and even 
lifted in that order, notwithllanding the natives 
covered ftrong marks of difplcafure. The 
hereupon withdrew, and muftering their "'hole 
proved by their manner of attack, that their 
was equal to their hufpitality. .^Ter this dihil 
Captain Carteret dropped all thoughts of removing ^ 
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„„ cliciblc harbour, but he determined to try 

\Tr coultfbc done towards putting the fliip in a 
^rtcr condition, while we continued in our prer"" 

®’Acrordin<rly. Fri<^“y *4th. Ihe was brought down 
, the tern”and means were found by our carpenter, 
ih/onlvonc’ofthc whole crew in tolerable health, to 
'"luce the leak, though he could not quite ftop it. 
I the afternoon the Swallow rode with herftern very 
- the fhore; and wc obferved feveral of the natives 
SkinjT anidng the trees upon the beach, watching our 
motions. On^thersth, in the morning, the weather 
being fine, the (hip was veered clofe in fliore, upon 
nhich. having a fpring upon our cable, we brought her 
broadfide to bear. It was now become abfolutely ne- 
cclTarv, for the prefervation of all on board, that water 
Ihould be procured; but the only fpring that had been 
feen on the iiland was (kirted wn’th a thick impenetra¬ 
ble wood, from whence the Indians could difeharge 
their arrows unpcrccivcd ; the Captain was therefore 
reduced to the painful ncceility of driving them from 
that lurking-placc, by difeharging the fliip’s guns, which 
caiifed the lives of many of the natives to be facri- 
ficed; for at the time the people were atthc watcring- 
plaee, their cars wore afifailcd by dreadful groans from 
dilfercnt parts of the wood, like thofc of dying men. 

Captain Carteret had long been ill of an inflammatory 
and biliou-sdifordcr. ofa nature flmilar to that which 
had feized Captain Wallis; yet, hitherto, he had been 
able to keep the deck; but this day the fymptoms be¬ 
came fo violent as to compel him to take to his bed, to 
which he was confined for fomc time afterwards. To 
aggravate our misfortunes, the mafter of the Swallow 
was dying of his wounds; Mr. Gower, our lieutenant, 
was very ill; the gunner and 30 of our feamen were 
unfit for duty; among which laft w'cre feven of the moft 
healthy, who had been wounded with the maftcr, three 
of them mortally; the recovery of the Captain and 
lieutenant was very doubtful; and, except thefe two, 
there was no one on board capable of navigating the 
(hip home. It has already been obferved, that we were 
unprovided wdth any toys, iron tools, or cutlery ware, 
which might have given us a chance for recovering 
the good-will of the natives, and eflablifhing a traffic 
with thcni for thofe refrefliments wc mofl: needed, and 
which they could have furnifhed us with. Under thefe 
circumflanccs, whereby our people were greatly di(i- 
pirited, our commander was obliged to lay afide all 
thoughts ofprofccuting the voyage farther to the fouth- 
ward, which the Captain intended, as foon as the 
proper fcafon flioulii return. On Monday the 17th, 
therefore, we weighed, having called this place Eg- 
jnorus Ifland, in honour of a noble earl of that name; 
out Captain Carteret, in his chart, has called this ifland 
cw Guernfey, of which he w'as a native. In his 
opinion it is the fame as that to which the Spaniards 
^yc the name of Santa Cruz. The place in which we 
Swallow Bay; the caftermofl: point 
Th M r Point; the wefiermof*, Hanway’s Point. 

ciN^E.promontoryoft he ifland was named Cape By- 
on. rromSwallow Poiirt to Cape Byron is about 7 miles 
an from Manway's Point to the fame cape is about i o 
Swallow' Point and Hanw'ay's Point, in 
IS a third point, a little totheweft- 
itiq found the befl: anchoring-placc, but 

(hoall ^ birth, the ground near it being 

Pninr'V • at anchor in this bay. Swallow 

From h Hanway’s Point W. N. W. 

high- reef runs, whereon the fca breaks very 

and an N. W. by W; 

a the appearance of a vofc'tino, 

Ws breakers. A little beyond Han- 

^ach j ''^^^age, which (lands upon the 

W beruJI^'^Lj''dth cocoa-nut trees. It lies in a 
Hn Point and another, which w’C 

latter diftancc. from the former to 

in niilcs. Wc found clofe to the 

of "’atcr, but in eroding the bay, at the 
Howe's Point''^ rnfles, wc had no bottom. Beyond 
j » another harbour opens, which had the 


I appearance bf a deep lagoon, this we called Carlifle 

liaiBour. Over again(1 its entrance, and north of the 
coalt, d fmall ifland was difeovered, w'hich we named 
I ortland’s Ifland. A reef of rdeks runs on the weft 
fide of this to the rriain ; and the pafiageinto the har¬ 
bour is on the eafl-fide df it, running in and out 
E. N. E. and W. S. W. its width is two cables length, 
and it has eight fathoms watet. 'Phe harbour may be 
a commodious one, but a (hipi muff be W'arpcd both 
in and out, and would be in danger if attacked by the 
natives, who arc bold even to ccrrlerity, and have u 
perfcverance, not common among rude favages. Well: 
of Portland’s Ifland, is a fine fmall round harbour, jufl" 
big enough to receive three vcfiels, which vvas named 
Byron’s Harbour. Our boat having entered it, found 
two runs of W'ater, one frdh and the other fait; from 
obferving the latter wc judged it had a communicatiori 
w'ith Carlifle Harbour. Having proceeded about .three 
leagues from where the Swallow lay ar. anchor, we 
opened the bay where our cutter had been attacked by 
the Indians, which wc called for that rcafon Bloodv 
Bay. Here is a rivulet of frcfli water, and many houfe^i 
regularly built. Near the water fide (food one neatly 
•built and thatched; it feemed to be a kind of council- 
room, or ftate-houfc, and was much longer than any of 
the refi. In this the mailer and his party had been 
courtcoufly received by the natives, before the wanton 
cutting dow'n of the cocoa-nut tree. We were informed 
by thole of our people w ho had been received here, that 
a large number of arrows were hung in bundles round 
the room, the floor and (ides of which were covered 
with matting. Jn the neighbourhood bf this place; 
they faid, were many plantations cnclofcd by Bone-walls, 
and planted with fruit trees; the cocoa-nut trees we 
could difeern from the fliip, in great numbers, among 
the houfes of the village. Three miles weftward of 
this, we faw another village of conliderablc extent, 
in the front whereof, towards the fea, was an angular 
kind of brcalt-w'ork, of Bone, and near five feet high. 
Three miles from hence, as wc proceeded wcBward, 
a bay was difeovered, into which a river empties 
itfclf It appeared, when viewed from the maB head, 
to run very far into the country, and wc called it Gran¬ 
ville’s River. WeBward of it is a point, which wc 
named Ferrer’s Point; from whence the land forms a 
large bay, near which is a town of great extent that 
feemed to fvvarin like a bee-hive. While the Ihip 
failed by, an incredible number of the inhabitants came 
forth from their houfes, holding fomcchinglike a wifp 
of grafs in their hands, with which they appeared tor 
Broke each other, at the fame time dancing, or running 
in rings. Sailing bn about feven miles to the wclhvarJ, 
wefaw another point, on w'hich was a large cano^, with 
an awning over it. I'o this wc gave the name of Cape 
Carteret. From this a reef of rocks, that appears 
above water, runs out to the diBance of about a cable's 
length. At a fmall diBance w'as another village, forti- 
lied as that before mentioned. 'J'he inhabitants of this 
place likewife danced as the others had done; after which 
many of them launched their canoes, and made towards 
the Blip: upon which we lay to, that they might have 
time to come up; but when they approached near 
enough to have a diBincfl view of the Swallow, they 
lay upon their paddles, gazed at us, but would advance 
no farther. Being thus difappointtrd in our hopes of 
prevailing upon them to come on board, we made fail, 
and left them behind us. From Carteret Point the 
bind trends away W. $. W. and S. W. forming a deep 
lagoon, at the mouth of whifh lies an ifland, which 
was named Trevanion's Ifland. There are two en¬ 
trances into the lagoon, w'hich, if it aflbrds good 
anchorage, is certainly a fine harbour for flapping. 
Having crofled the firB entrance, and being olf the 
N. W. part of Trevanion’s Ifland, which was named 
Cape Trevanion, wc faw a great ripling, caufed by the 
meeting of the tides. Having hauled round this cape, 
we perceived the land trend to the fouthward, and 
w'c contiiYUcd to Band along the fliorc, till wc opened 
the wcBcrn paflage into the Lagoon between IVcvanion’s 
Ifland and the main; both of w-hich, at thi» place, ap¬ 
peared 
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pcarcd to be one continued town, and the inhabitants 
were innumerable. We found in this cm ranee a botmm 
of coral rock, with very irregular foundings. The 
natives no fooner obfcr\^cd that the boat had left thefliip, 
than they fent off feveral armed canoes, who advanced 
to attack her. The firft that came within bow-thot 
difeharged her arrows at our people, who, being pre¬ 
pared, tired a volley, by which one of the Indians was 
killed, and another wounded. We fired at the fame 
time from the fliip, a great gun loaded with grape Inot, 
on which all the canoes pulled hard for the fliore, cjccept 
the one with the wounded man, who being brought 10 
the (hip, the furgeonwas ordered to examine his wounds, 
one fliot had gone through his head, and one of his 
arms was broke by another. The furgeon was of opinion, 
that the former wound was mortal, in confcqueiKe 01 
this he was put again into his canoe, and, notwithUand- 
ing his condition, he with one hand paddled away to¬ 
wards the fliorc. He was a young fellow, almoll as 
black as a negro of Guinea, with a vyoolly head ; of a 
common ftature, well featured, and, like the reft of^c 
people w’e had feen upon this ifland, quite naked. His 
canoe had an out-rigger, without a fail, but in w'ork- 
manlbip it was very rude, being nothing more than 
part of the trunk of a tree made hollow. We were now 
at the wxftern extremity of the ifland; and the diflance 
between that and the eaflern extremity is 50 miles 
due E. and W. A flrong current fets weflward along 
the Ihore. The natives of Egmont I fland are extremely 
nimble, active, and vigorous; and feem to be almoll 
equally qualified to live in the water as upon land, for 
they were in and out of their canoes every minute. 
Their common canoes arc capable of carr>'ing about a 
dozen men, though three or four manage them with 
amazing dexterity. The men have a daring fortitude, 
which proves them to be dcfccndcd from the lame llock 
as thofe who now inhabit the Philippine Iflcs, lying 
about 45 degrees more to the w'eftward, whofe contempt 
of death was really aftonilhing when the city of Manilla 
was defended againfl: the Engliib, under the command 
of Sir William Draper. 

As w'e failed along Ihore, to raife our mortification to 
the higheft pitch, hogs and poultry were feen in great 
abundance, with cocoa-nut trees, plantains, bananas, 
and a variety of vegetable productions, which would 
foon have rcllored to us the health and. vigour we had 
loll, by the hardfliips of a long voyage: .but no friendly 
intcrcoLirfe with the natives could now beexpeCled, and 
we were not in a fituation to obtain what we wanted 
by force: bcfides, great part of rhe crew were difabled 
by ficknefs, and the reft were much dcpreired in their 
fpirits, by a continual fuccelTion of difappointments 
and vexations; and if the men had been in health, we 
had not officci-s to lead them on, or direCt them in any 
enterprize, nor even to fuperintend the duties that were 
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to be performed on board the flnp ; for even 
tain himfclf was Hill confined to his bed, daneerm n 
Thus lituated, unable to proceed farther to 
and in danger of being too late for the monfoo 
give immediate orders for llcering north-wed^'^ 
with a view to fall in with rhe land which DamDi''?’ 
dillinguilhed by the name of Nova Britannia, andv^ 
was now dill^nt about rz deg. of longitude. I'n 
dillrefsful fituation, it could not be expeded, that 
tain Carteret Ihould examine all the iflandswe louS 
at; curiolity mull yield to the inllindive princml f 
felf-prcfervation; but we gave particular name! ^ 
feveral of thofe we approached ; and to the whole cl r 
ter we gave the general name of Queen Charlott' 
Iflands. To the fouthciTnofl: of the two, which m/* 
we firfl: difeovered land were right a-head, the name 
given of Lord Howe’s Ifland, and the other was Egmo^^ 
Ifland, of which we have already given a particular ac^ 
count. The latitude of Lord Howe’s Ifland is iidc' 

10 min. fouth ; longitude 164 deg. 43 min. call. 
latitude of Cape Byron, the N. E, point of Egmont 
Ifland, is lodeg. 40 min. fouth; longitude 164deg. 
min. call. Thcfe two iflands lie exaclly in a line with 
each other, about N. by W. and S. by E. and inclu/.im 
thepafiage between them, extend 11 leagues; the pal? 
fage is very broad. Both of them appear to be fertile 
have a pleafant appearance, and are covered with tali 
trees of a beautiful verdure. Lord Howe’s Ifland, which 
is more upon a level than the other, is nevcrthclcfs high 
land. From Cape Byron, diflant 13 leagues W. N.W. 
half N. by compafs, is an ifland of a llupcndous height, 
and in the figure of a cone. Its top is fliaped like a 
funnel, from whence finoke iffucs, but wefaw no flame; 
we thought it, however, to be a volcano, and therefore 
called it Volcano Ifland. To a long flat ifland, that, 
when Howe’s and Egmont’s Iflands were right a-hcad, 
bore N. W. we gave the name of Kcppel’s Hand. It 
is fituaced in latitude 10 deg. i 5 min. fouth; longitude, 
by our account, 165 deg. 4 min. eafl. Wc difeovered 
two others to the S. E. The largefl: we named Lonl 
Edgeumb’s Ifland, and the fmallcr Gurry’s Ifland. The 
former, which has a fine appearance, lies in latitude 

11 deg. 10 min. fouth; lougitude 165 deg. 14 min. 
eafl, the latter is in latitude ii deg. 10 min. fouth; 
longitude 165 deg. 19 min. call. Egmont Ifland, in 
general, is woody and mountainous, intermi.Kcd with 
many beautiful valleys. Several fmall rivers flow from 
the interior parts of the country into thcfca, andwc 
have mentioned many harbours upon the coafl. The 
inhabitants, whom we have particularly deferibed, do 
execution at an incredible diftance with their arrows. 
One of them went through the boat’s wafli-board, and 
dangeroufly wounded a midfhipman in the thigh. They 
were pointed with flint, and we faw among thcniuo 
figns of any metal. 


-<? ' ■ - = • — - ---- - 

CHAP. II. 


^be Su'alhnv- departs from ^ueen Charlotte's IJJauds — Her, run to Norja Britannia—Other iftands dijcffi'crcdi ^ 
dtfripiion of themy and their inhabitants—Horoa Britannia found to be two if amis, with a flrait bein'eoi 
hcvcnil fmall ifunds difeovered tn the fruit, with an \dcquut of the land and natives on each fde—"The 
enters Si. Georges Channel—Pajfage from thence to the if and of Mindanao—A dtfeription of many 
feen, and incidents in this courfe—/I geographical account <tf the coafi of Mindanao, and the if ands near it 
other navigators conrHed—fhe Swallow continues her voyage from Mindanao to the if and of Celebes el P' 
ticular difcriptiou of the frait of Macaffar-^T^ranfanions while the Swallcw lay of' the town. 


T uesday the i Sth of Auguft, we took our de¬ 
parture from Egmont Ifland, one of the. clufter 
©f iflands which the Captain named Queen Charlotte’s, 
with a frcfli trade wind from the caflward. On the 
20«b, a fmall flat ifland was difeovered, andnamed after 
Mr. Gower, our lieutenant. It lies in latitude 7 deg. 
56 min. fouth; longitude 158 deg. 56 min. call. The 
natives did not difler in any thing material, from thofe 
of the iflands wc had lately left; but fpmc cocoa-nuts 


were here procured in exchange for nails; and 
habitants had intimated, that they would fur 
frcfii fupply the next morning, being Friday 
but, at day break, wc found that a current hafl . 
Ihip confidcrably to the fouthward of the 
brought us in fight of two other iflands. 
firuated nearly E. and W. of each ocher, at the 
of about two milcvS. The fmallell, which 
eallward,wc called Simpfon’s Ifland; and to ^ 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































. ,vh has a lofty appearance, we gave the name of 

?a«ere"s inand. From Gower’s, the call end bears 
fiuth and the diftance between them is nearly 11 
ues Carteret's Ifland is in latitude 8 deg. 26 min. 
■Uth: longi“‘*« '59 '4 "i‘»- f ft. and its length 

from E. J-O ^ miles. As both thefe iflands were 

to the windwaard of us, we failed Again to Gower's 
Ifland, which abounds with fine trees, many of them of 
the c<Koa-nut kind. Here a canoe was feized, the 
nativeshaving attempted to cut oil'the Ihip's boat; 
in it we found about lOO cocoa-nuts, which were very 
acceptable. The canoe was large enough to carry 
I omen, and was very neatly built, with planks well 
joined.' It was iuiorned with fiicll-work, and figures 
rudely painted, and the fcams were covered with a fub- 
flance fomewhat like our black putty. With rdpedt 
to its fizc, it was much larger than any one we had feen 
at Egmont Ifland. The appearance of thefe Indians, 
and their arms, were much the fame as thofe that had 
been feen more to the eaftward, only fpears made an 
addition to their weapons. By fomc figns which they 
made, pointing to our mufquets, we concluded they 
were not w holly unacquainted with fire-arms. We faw 
fome turtle near the beach, but were not fortunate 
enough to take any of them ; but the cocoa-nuts we got 
here, and at ^mont Ifland, were of inexpreflible fer- 
vice to the fick. As from the time of our leaving 
Egmont Ifland we had a current fetting ftrongly to the 
fouthward, and finding, in the neighbourhood of thefe 
iflands, its force greatly increafed, we now' fleered a 
north-wcftcrly courfe, fearing wc might otherwife fall 
in with the main land too far to the fouthward j and 
the bad condition of the fhip, and ficknefs of the crew, 
would have rendered it impoflible for us ever to have 
got to fea again, if we had been driven into any gulph 
or deep bay. On the 22nd, as we were continuing our 
courfe with a frefh gale. Patrick Dw'yer, a marine, 
who was doing fomething over the fhip's quarter, by 
fome accident fell into the fea : we immediately threw 
overboard the canoe we had made a prize ofat Gower’s 
Ifland, brought the fliip to, and lioiflcd out the cutter, 
but the unfortunate man, though ftrong and healthy, 
funk at once, and was drowned, notwithflanding all 
our efforts to favc him. The canoe we .were obliged to 
cut up, fhc having received much damage by flriking 
againft one of the guns as our people were hoiflincr her 
overboard. ° 

On Monday the 24th, we fell in with nine iflands, 
uretching N, W.and S, E. about 15 leagues, and lying 
in latitude 4 deg-36 min. fouth; longitude 154 deg. 

17 rnm. caft. Thefe Captain Carteret fuppofes to be 
tic ume which were feen by Tafman, and called by 
liimOhang Java: the other iflands he believes had 
nc\er been vifited by any European before; and he is 
0 op;mon. that there is much land not yet known in 
ocean. One of thefe iflands is ofeon- 
1 emble c.xtent; the other eight arc litilc better than 
gc rocks; but, though low and fiat, they are covered 
^itn wood, and abound with inhabitants. Wc fleered 
w the northward of thefe iflands, W. by S. having a 

the night we fell 
Bv rh ^^5 picafant ifland of conliderable extent, 
bur appeared to be inhabited, 

We called this flat, 
in Charles Hardy's Ifland. It is fituated 

leasucs fm, ^outh; and bore weft 15 

thca^rh j imrchcrnmoft of the nine iflands. On 
bieh ifland .1difeovered another large 
Ifland. ^'hich received the namcof Winchelfca’s 
ten lea*cni»> ^iiftant from Sir Charles Hardy's Ifland 
tiav of S. by E. On Wednef- 

"id whirK * difcovercd to the north- 

feen hu fuppofed to be the fame that 

manv called the ifland of St. John, 

^''allow rnr Nova Britannia appeared, and the 

\vh;r?T\ " • thought to be a deep bay, 
^t..Gcorge\n.i ‘^.P^^^haddiftinguilhcd by the name of 
tudci latitude 5 deg. fouth; longi- 

wentfn r Hereweeaft anchor, whilcthc 

No. 2^ for a good harbour; which, when 


they returned, and reported to have found, the united 
flrength of the whole fliip’s company was not fufficienc 
to weigh the anchor; an inftance of debility fomewhat 
iimilar to that relateil in Commodore Anfon's voyage, 
when the Centurion arrived at Tinian. It was not 
until the next day, when our flrength was fomewhat 
recruited, that the anchor W'as brought up, and it was 
then found to have been fo much injured, as to be totally 
unfcrviccable. No fifli could be caught, either by the feine, 
or hook and line: fome rock oyflers and cockles were, 
however, obtained, and in the country fome cocoa-nuts, 
with wood and water. The upper part of the tree 
which bears the cocoa-nut, is called the cabbage, 
which is a white, crilp, juicy fubflancc; if eaten rav^it 
tafles fomewhat like a chefnut, but when boiled is 
fuperior to the befl parfnip. This was cut fmall into 
the broth, w'hich was made of the portable foup, and 
being thickened with fomc oatmeal, made a moft com¬ 
fortable mefs; for each of thefe cabbages we w’ere forced 
to cut dow'n a tree, which was done with great regret, 
but the depredation on the parent flock was unavoidable. 
This regimen, with the mijk of the nut, relieved the 
fick prefently, and recovered them very faft. Here 
we found nutmeg-trees in great plenty: they did not 
appear to be the befl fort, which may be owing partly 
to their growing w'ild, and partly to their being too 
much in the lhade of caller trees: all the different forts 
of palm were alfo found. We likew ife received great 
refrelhmcnt from the fruit of a tall tree, that refen^Ics 
a plumb, and particularly that which in the Weft Indies 
is called the Jamaica plumb. Here wc faw liiany 
trees, fljrubs, and plants, altogether unknow n ; but no 
efculenc vegetables of any kind. In the woods, a large 
bird with black plumage was feen, which made a noife 
like the barking of a dog. The only quadrupeds fome 
ot our people faw, were two of a fmall fizc, which 
were fuppolcd to be dogs: they were very wild, and 
ran with great fwiftnefs. None of tiie human race ap¬ 
peared, but wc found fevcral deferted habitations. By 
the Ihclls feattered about them, with fome flicks 
half burnt, and the embers of a fire, it appeared, that 
the natives had but juft left the place W'hcn the Sw'allow 
arrived, or more probably they fled at her approach, 
ll the people may be judged of from the appearance of 
their dwellings, they muft ftand low even in the fcalc 
ot ravage life, for they were the mofl mifcrable hovels 
wc had ever feen. A fmall ifland in this bay we called 
Wallis's Ifland. The harbour, in which our fliip lay, 
received the name of Englilh Covc; and here Captain 
Carteret took poffellion of the country, with all its 
iflands, bays, ports, and harbours, for the king his 
mafter; nailing upon a high tree a piece of board, faced 
with lead, on which was engraved aiiEnglifli union, the 
name of the fliip, and her commander; the name given 
to the cove; and the time of coming in and failing out 
of it. 

On the 7th of September, being Monday, we left this 
cove, and anchored on the fame day almoft clofe to a 
grove of cocoa-nut trees, where we plentifully fupplied 
ourfcives with fruit and the cabbage. We called this 
place C.artcret’s Harbour, which being formed by the 
main and two iflands, one of them w'as named Leigh's, 
and the other Cocoa-nut Ifland. The Captain now 
rcfolvcd to fail for Batavia, while the monfoon con¬ 
tinued favourable: on the 9th, therefore, we weighed 
anchor, and w'hen about four leagues from land, the w'ind 
and current being both againft us, we fleered round the 
coaft into a channel between two iflands, which channel 
was divided by another ifland, to w'hich Captain Car¬ 
teret gave the name of the Duke of York’s Ifland, near 
which are I'cveral fmallcr iflands. To the fouth of the 
largeft of them are three hills of Angular form, w'hich 
W'crc called the Mother and Daughters, one of which 
we fuppofed to be a volcaco from the large clouds of 
fmoke that were feen iffuing from it. A point wc 
called Cape Pallifer, lies to the eaft of thefe hills, and 
Cape Stephens to the weft; north of w hich lafl, lies an 
ifland, which took the name of the Illc of Man. The 
country in general is mountainous and woody, and was 
fuppofed to be inhabited, from the numbers ©f fires feen 
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on it in the night. On the Duke ot York’s IHand, the 
houfes were fituated among groves of cocoa-nut trees, 
and thus formed a moH: beautiful profpetff. We brought 
to, for the night, and failed again in the morning, when 
fome of the Indians put olf in canoes towards the flup; 
but thew'ind being fair and blowing frcfli, it was not 
thought prudent to wait for them. We now fteerca 
N. W. by W. and loll light of New' Britain on the 11 th, 
w^hen it w'as found that what had been taken for a b^y, 
was a flrait, and it was called St. George’s Channel, 
w'hilft the ifland on the north of it received the name ot 
New Ireland. In the everting we difeovered a large 
ifland, well clothed with verdure, which was denomi¬ 
nated Sandwich Ifland : off this ifland the fliip lay great 
part of the night, during which time a perpetual noife 
refembling the found of a drum was heard from the 
fliorc. When we had almbft cleared the ftrait, the 
weather falling calm, a number of canoes approached 
the fhip, and though their crews could not be prevailed 
on to go on board, they exchanged fome trifles with us 
for nails and bits of iron, which they preferred to every 
thing elfe that was offered them. Though the canoes 
of thefe people were formed out of lingle trees, they 
were betwqpn 8o and lOO feet in length. The natives 
were negroes, and their hair w'as of the woolly kind; 
but they had neither thick lips nor flat nofes. They 
wore fhell-workon their legs and arms, but were other- 
wife naked. Their hair and beards w'cre powdered 
with white powder, and a feather was fluck into the 
head of each, above the ear. Their weapons confifled 
of a long ftick and a Ipear; and it was obferved, that 
they had filhing-ncts and cordage. 

Sailing from hence weftward, we came in fight of the 
S. W. point of the ifland ; it was called Cape Byron ; 
near which is an ifland of conliderable extent, w hich 
received the name of New Hanover. The ftrait w'e 
had now palTed was called Byron’s Strait; one of the 
largcll iflands we had feen, Byron’s Ifland, and theS. W. 
point of New Hanover, Queen Charlotte’s Foreland. 
On the following day, we faw fcveral fmall iflands, 
which received the name of the Duke of Portland’s 
Iflands. Having completely navigated St. George’s 
Channel, the whole length of which is about lOO leagues, 
we held on a weflw'ard courfe, and on Monday the 
T4th, difeovered feveral iflands. The next morning 
fome hundreds of the natives came off in canoes to- 
wards the Ihip, and were invited on board by every 
token of friendlhip and good will; notwithftanding 
which, when they came within reach, they threw feveral 
lances at the fcamcn on the deck. A great gun and 
feveral mufquets w^re then fired at them, by w'hich 
fome were killed or wounded; on which they rowed 
towards fliore; and after they had got to a diflance, a 
Ihot was flred, fo as to fall beyond them, to convince 
them that they were not out of the reach of the guns. 
Soon after, fome other canoes advanced from a diifant 
part of the ifland, and one of them coming nearer than 
the refl, the people in it were invited on board the Ihip: 
inflcad of complying, they threw in a number of darts 
und lances. I his allUult was returned by the firing of 
feveral mufquets, by which one of the Indians was 
killed; on which his companions jumped over-board, 
and fw'am to the other canoes, all of whom rowed to 
the fhore. The canoe being taken on board, was found 
to contain turtle, and fome other filh, alfo a fruit of a 
fpecics between an apple and a plum, hitherto unknow n 
to Europeans. 'Fhefe people were moftly negroes, 
with woolly hair, which they powdered, and went 
naked, except the ornaments of fliclls round their arms 
and legs. We now' coafted along the iflands, to which 
we gave the general name of the Admiralty Iflands. 
They have a beautiful appearance, being covered with 
woods, groves of cocoa-nut trees and the houfes of the 
natives. The largcfl: we computed to be about 50 
miles in length ; and they produce many valuable arti¬ 
cles, particularly fpices. We difeovered two fmall ver¬ 
dant iflands, on Saturday the 19th, which were called 
Durour’s Ifland and Marty's Ifland, the inhabitants of 
which lafl: ran along the cojlf with lights during the 


night. We had fight ol other two fmall iflundTTT 

24th, which were called Stephens’s Iflands, and uh'u 
abounded with beautiful trees. We faw alfo 
iflands on Friday the 25th, in the evening, v^cn 
natives came off in canoes, and went on board the fli’ 
They bartered cocoa-nuts for fome bits of iron y!\ 
which metal they did not feem unacquainted, and a”” 
peared extravagantly fond of it. They called it parra^ 
and hinted that a fliip fometimes touched at th? 
iflands. Thefe people were of the copper colon? 
and had fine black hair; but their beards wereverv* 
fmall, as they w'crc continually plucking the hair from 
their faces. Their teeth were even and white, and 
their countenances very agreeable. They were fo ex 
trcmelyadive that they ran up to the maft head quickcJ 
than the failors. Every thing that w;as given them 
they atqand drank with freedom, and fccincd to have 
no fort of referve in their behaviour. A piece of fine 
matting w'rapped round their waifls, conflituted the 
whole of their drefs, and good nature appeared to be 
the only rule of their adions. The current carryin'^ 
the (hip fw'iftly along, the Captain had not the opport 
tunityof landing; and was therefore obliged torefiife 
gratifying thefe friendly people in that particular, 
though they very readily ofiered that fome of their 
people fliould remain as hoflages for the fafe return of 
any of the officers or fhip’s company who fliould chufc 
to go on fliore. I'inding that their offer was not ac¬ 
cepted, one of the Indians abfolutely refufed to quit 
the Ihip : he was carried in confequence, as far as the 
ifland of Celebes, w'here he died. This man was 
named Jofeph Freewill, and wc called the largcfl of the 
ifles, Freewill Ifland, (by the natives called Pegan.) 
The names of the two other iflands were OnaD and 
Onello.. 

An ifland was difeovered from the mafl-hcad as we 
held on our courfe, on Monday the 28th, in the even¬ 
ing, but we neither landed there nor gave it a name. 
Monday the 12th of October, we faw a fmall ifle which 
we named Current Ifland, from the great flrcngth of 
the fouthcrly current in thofc parts; and the next day 
two iflands were difeovered, to which wc gave the name 
of St. Andrew’s Ifland- The next land appeared to 
be Mindanao, along the S. E. part of which we coafted, 
feeking for a bay which Oampier had deferibed; but 
this we could not find. The boat, however, found a 
little creek ar the fouthern extremity of the ifle, near 
w'hich a town and a fort w'crc feen. The people having 
deferied the boat from the fliore, a gun was fired, and 
feveral canoes came off after it. The lieutenant there¬ 
fore retreated towards the fliip, which w hen the canoes 
difeovered, they retired and made towards the fhore. 
We now flood to the eaflwarcl, and on Monday thejd 
of November, anchored in a bay near the fhore, whither 
the boats w'cre difpatched to take in water. ligJJ ^ 
appeared of that part of the ifland being inhabited; 
a canoe however came round a point, feeniingly 
a view of obferving us, which rowed back again, 
having taken a furvey of the vcffcl. a. 

great noife was heard on the flioi'C, fouicwhat liKc 
w ar-fong of the Americans. The Captain r 
made proper preparations to defend hiitiicU . 
hoflilities fliould be commenced on the part 0 
iflanders. One of the boats was lent on 
water the next morning, and the other was otdcr 
hold herfelf in rcadinefs, in cafe her than 

be nccclFary. I'hc crew' had no fooncr 
feveral armed men came forward from the wo j 
one of them held iipfomething white, which ^ 
flrucd as a fign of amity, the Captain ..yiih 

flag on board, determined to fend the licucena 
a table cloth in order to anfwcr the token o p 
For the prefent this had the deilred 
dians, who fpoke bad Dutch and Spaniflj.- 1^^ 
lafl: made thcmfelvcs underflood by the 
latter language, made feveral inquiries whic 
turned upon defiring to be informed 


belonged to the flates of Holknd, and ^ 

bound to-Bauvia or eH'cwhcre. He alio 
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• ivhcther (lie was a Hiip of war^ and what number 

nfmins (he carried. Having been rcfolved as to thefe 
mrticulars, he faid they might proceed to the town; 
r armed Indians were ordered to retreat, and the 
ieutenant prefented a filk handkerchief to the perfon 
he converfed with, receiving a neckcloth in return. 
When the Captain heard this, he was highly pleafed, 
thinking that all matters were now in a proper train, 
cfpecially as he had received a fupply 6f water; but 
while he was enjoying this profpedl:, he perceived fome 
hundreds ofarmed Indians on the fliore, who held up 
their targets, and brandidicd their fwords, by way of 
defiance, and at the fame time difeharged their lances 
and arrows towards the velTel. Notwithflanding this 
hortile appearance, the Captain was ftill willing, if pof- 
lible, to avoid coming to extremities with the iflanders, 
and for that purpofe, fent the lieutenant on fliore to 
^jifplayagain the former fign of peace. As the boat 
approached the fliore, but without landing her men, 
one of the natives beckoned them to come where he 
fVood, bui; the lieutenant did not chufc to obey this 
fummons. lelV he fhould come within reach of the 
arrows of the iflanders. He now concluded that there 
were Dutchmen or people in the Dutch intereft on 
Hiorc, to whofe interference this apparent alteration in 
the difpoiition of the natives was owing, and vs ho had 
irritated the natives againfl: the Swallow’s crew, on be¬ 
ing informed that fhe was an Englifli vcffel. Captain 
Carteret however failed from this place, which he called 
Deceitful Bay, with a full intention to vifit the town; 
but fooii after the wind blowing violently in fliore, he 
altered his rcfolution, and fleered diredlly for Batavia, 
which wa.i probably the bcftcourfe he could have taken 
in fuch a critical fituation. 

On Saturday the 14th of November, W'C reached the 
flrait of MacafTar, w'hich flrait lies between the iflands 
of Celebes and Borneo. To a point of the former, we 
at this time gave the name of Hummock Point; and to 
the weftward of this point we difeovered a great many 
boats fifhing upon the flioals. On the 21ft, we w'cre in 
fight of two very fmall iflands, which were covered 
with verdure, and Captain Carteret fuppofed them to 
he the Taba Ifles, mentioned in the French charts. We 
crofled the equinoctial line, and came into fouthern 
latitude, on Sunday the 29th; the tornadoes becoming 
violent, and the current fetting againft us. Death had 
now diminifhed the crew, and ficknefs was daily weaken¬ 
ing the remainder. We had Bght of the Little Patcr- 
Noflcrs (iflands fo called) which arc fituatc fomething 
more than two degrees to the fouthward of the equi¬ 
noctial line,but the winds and currents would notfuffer 
ns at chat time to land for any rcfrclbment. At this 
iin^ the whole crew were alikeafflicted with thefeurvy; 

what was very diftreding we were attacked foon 
a ter in the night by a piratical vefTel, which had been 
cen the evening before. She engaged us with fwivel 
guns and fmall arms; but though we could not fee the 
enemy, wc returned her fire fo warmly that we fent her 
.11^ and all her crow pcriflied. As to the 

"a ow flie received feme fmall damage, and had two 
pcrlons wounded on board. The vefiel chat flie funk 
ongedtoa pirate who had no Icfs than thirty of them 
inWl^d th f^f plunder, which conftantly 

1^ijeafes of our rricn now daily incrcafed. By the 
1 ^ our crew, and 30 others were 

beintr ■ point of death. The weflcrly monfoon 
tavi?- ^ j oould have no hopes of reaching Ba- 
wc fituation was fuch that we muft pcrifli if 

fpcedily make land. On this account, 
on rhf* MacafTar, a Dutch fettlcmcnt 

ourdffi of Celebes ; and happily wc accompli flicd 
anchor off that iflarid, at the dif- 
* 5 th^‘°Dcc ^*b^ Raguc from MacafTar, on Tuefday 

^ Dutchman on board the Swallow 
that (lie r' Teemed much alarmed on finding 
hiinfcU' ^ Englifh fhip of war, and would not trulc 

oc cabin. Eiirly the next morning, the 


Captain difpatched a letter to the governor, rcqucftin^ 

eave to buy provifions, and to flielter his fiiip till the 
leaion for failing weftward came on. The boat arriving 
at the fliore, none of the crew were fuffered to land; and, 
the lieutenant having refufed to deliver the latter to 
any but the governor himfclf, two officers, called the 
bhebandar and the Fifcal, came to him w ith a mcffiigc, 
impoitingthat the governor was Tick and had command¬ 
ed them to come for the letter. The lieutenant, 
though he thought this was only a mere pretence, at 
length delivered the letter, which they took away with 
them. After the boat’s crew had waited without any 
refrefliments for feveral hours in the heat of the fun, 
they were told that the governor had ordered two gentle-, 
men to wait on their Captain with an anfwer. As the 
boat lay olTthe wharf, our people on board obferved a 
great hurry on fliore, and concluded that all hands 
were bufy in fitting out armed vefTcls, a circumflancc 
which could not nuich contribute to our fatisfaclion. 
But according to the promife given, foon after the 
boat’s return, two gentlemen of the names of Dc Cerf 
and Douglas, came with difpatchcs, defiring, that the 
fliip might inftantly depart from the port, without 
coming any nearer to the town; infiflingthat fhc fliould 
not anchor on any part of the coafi, and that the Captain 
fliould not permit any of the people to land on any ])lace 
under the governor's jurifdidion. 

The Captain could not but fcnfibly feel the cruelty of 
this proceeding. As the firongefl argument that could 
be ufed in anfwer to the letter, he Ihewcd his dying 
men to the gentlemen, and urged the neccflity of the 
cafe ; nor could they but feel the propriety of granting 
rcfrelhments to the fubjeds of a power at peace with 
thcir country, and who were in fuch a deplorable fitua¬ 
tion; but they obferved that their orders were abfolute and 
muft be obeyed, incenfed at this treatment, Captain 
Carteret, at laft, declared, that he would come to an anchor 
clofe to the town, and then, if they perfifted in refufing 
him necefTary refrefliments, that he would run the fliip 
aground, when his crew would fell their lives as dear as 
poflible. Being alarmed at this declaration, they iii- 
treated the Captain to remain in his prefent fituation 
till further orders fliould arrive. This he promifed, on 
condition that an anfwer fliould be fent beforb the fettino- 
in of the fea-breeze the next day. ° 

In the morning early, it was obferved that a floop of 
war, and another vefTcl with foldiers on board, anchored 
under the fliip’s bows. They refufed to fpeak with 
Captain Carteret, and as he weighed and fet fail with, 
the fca-brecze, they did the fame, and clofely followed 
him. As he proceeded, a vefTel from the town ap¬ 
proached him, wherein were feveral gentlemen, and Mr. 
Douglas among them; bur, till the Swallow dropped 
anchor they could not come on board. They cxprelTed 
fome furprize at the Englifli vefTeTs having .advanced 
fo far; but the Captain alledged that fee had only adled 
according to his former declaration, wfiicli his prefent 
fituation would fufficiently juftify to every candid 
perfon. 

Thefe ^ntleiiien brought with them two fheep, foma 
fowls, fruit, and other provifions, which were extremely 
welcome to the Englifli; but, after they had made feveral 
propofals, with which he could not comply, he fliewed 
them the dead body of a man who had expired but a 
few hours before, and whofe life might probably have 
been flived, had the Dutch fent them a timely fupply of 
refrefliments, and again declared his refolution of ex¬ 
ecuting what he had threatened, if they would not com¬ 
ply with his requifition. His guefts now enquired 
whether the fliip had touched at the fpice iflands, and 
were anfwcred in the negative. At laft it was agreed, 
that the Swallow ftiould fail for a bay at a little diftance, 
where an hofpital for the fick might be provided, and 
where provifions were generally plentiful, and, if there 
was a want of any article, they might be fupplied oc- 
cafiona’.ly from the town. It will be imagined that a 
propolal of this kind was readily agreed to by Captain 
Ca:teret;all he infifted upon was, that it fliould be 
ratified by the governor and council, which was after¬ 
wards 
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wards done in the proper manner. He could not for¬ 
bear aiking, however, for what reafon the two vcflels 
had anchored under his fhip’s bows. He received for 
anfwcr, that this was only done in a friendly manner, to 
prore<ft her from any infult that might be offered by the 
natives of the country. While this treaty was going 
forward, the Englifli Captain had nothing to give his 
guefts but rotten bifeuit and bad fait meat; however, 
they had ordered an elegant dinner to be dreft'ed on 
board their own vcflTel, which was afterwards ferved up 
at his table, and they parted in fricndfliip. 

The next day an officer from the town came on a 
ro whom the Captain applied to get money forhS’ 
on the Englifh government. He promifed to end ^ 
vour to do this, and for that purpofe went on fh*^ 
but when he returned in the evening, he faid that 
was no perfon in tlie town that had any cafh to rcm'» 
to Europe, and that the company’s cheft was qujf 
empty. This was a great difficulty; however it 
furmounted at lad by an order being fent to the Rc 
fident at Bonthain, who had money to remit, and who 
in confequence received the bills in queftion. ' 


CHAP. III. 

The Swalhivfails from Macaffar to Boutbam—TranfaHions during her flay at this place—A defcription ofthe iorjcn ofMacajjar 
and circumjacent country—She proceeds from the bay of Bonibain, in the tjlind of Celebes, to Batavia, in the ijhid of 

Java _ Remarkable incidnits and tranfact ions—The Su'allozv anchors at Onnifl, in order to have her dcfcBs repasrd-^ 

An account of the Dutch governor, and the courteous beha viour of Admiral flouting to Captain Cat'teret—The Swallow 
being rejitted departsfnnn Onrufl—Lofes many of her hands byficknefs—Arrives at Princes Ifland in the Strait ofSmk 

_ Run from thence to the Cape of Good Hope—Anchors in Table Bay—Makes the ifland of St. Helena—Proceeds lo 

the ifland of Afcenfion, and comes to an anchor in Crofs Hill Bay—Continues her voyage—Is hailed by a French Jhip^ 
commanded b\ M. Bougainville—Enters the Englifh Channel—And, after a fine paffage, and fair zvind, frm the 
Cape of Good Hope, anchors at Spithead, on Saturday the zothof March, 1769, having been abfent two years andflven 


months. 


/^N Tuefday the 15th, w'e anchored, as we have 
obferved,'ac the didance of four miles from the 
town of Macailar, which, by our reckoning, lies in 
latitude 5 deg. 10 min. S. and in 117 deg. 28 min. E. 
longitude, having been in our run from the Strait of 
Magellan not Icfs than 35 weeks. On Sunday the 20th, 
we failed, at day-break, and in the afternoon of the 
enfuing day, anchored in the road of Bonthain. The 
guard boats were immediately moored clofe to the 
fhorc, to prevent all communication between our boats 
and thofe of the country. Captain Carteret having 
waited upon the rcfidcnt, to fettle the price, and mode 
of procuring provilions, a houfe was allotted to his ufc, 
fmiated near the fea-lide, and clofe to a fmall fort of 
eight guns, the only one in this place. The houfe 
being fitted up as an hofpital, the lick were landed, 
and as foon as our people were on Ihore, a guard of 36 
privates, two fergeants, and two corporals, under the 
command of Le Cerf, was fet over them, who were not 
pen-nitted to above 30 yards from the hofpital, nor were 
any of the natives fuffered to come near enough to fell 
them any thing; fo that the profits of the traffic fell 
into the hands of the Dutch foldicrs, whofe gains were 
immoderate ; fo great indeed, that fomc of them fold 
various articles at a profit of more than a thoufand per 
cent, after having extorted the provilions at what price 
they pleafed from the natives; and if a countryman 
ventured to exprefs any figns of difeontent, a broad 
fword was immediately flourilhed over his head; this 
was always fufficient to lilcnce complaint, and fend the 
ftiiFcrer quietly away. The Captain having remon- 
ftrated with Mr. Swcllingrable on the injuftice of this 
procedure, he reprimanded the foldiers with becoming 
fpirit; but this produced no good cffc(il; and after this, 
Lc Cerf's wife fold provifions at more than double the 
prime cofi, while it was fufpedted, that he fold arrack 
to t^he feamen. It w'as the duty of one of the foldiers, 
by rotation, to procure the day’s provifion for the whole 
guard, which fcrvice he performed by going into the 
country with his mufquet and bag; nor was this honefl 
provider fatisfied with what his bag would hold, for 
one of them, without any ceremony, drove down a 
young burtalo, and his comrades fupplied thcmfelves 
with wood todrefsit from the pallifadoes of the fort. 
I'he Captain thought the report of this facT: fo ex¬ 
traordinary, that he went on Ihore to fee the breach, 
and found the poor blacks repairing it. On the 26th 
and 27th, three vellels arrived here, one of w hich had 
troops on laoard, defined for the Banda Iflands, but 

3 

their boats not being allowed to fpeak with any of our 
people, the Captain prevailed on the rclident, to pur- 
chafe for his ufe four calks of very good fait provifions, 
two being pork, and two beef. On Monday the 28th, 
above 100 country veflbls, called proas, anchored in the 
bay of Bontlvain, Thcfe vclTcls filh round the ifland 
of Celebes, going out at one monfoon, and coming back 
with the other: they carry Dutch colours, and fend the 
produce of their labours to China for fale. 

On Monday the i8th of January, a let- ^ 
ter from Macalfar was brought to the * * ^ * 
Captain, by which he was informed, that the Dolphin, 
our old con fort, had been at Batavia. On Thurfday 
the 28th, the fecretary of the council, who accompanied 
Le Cerf hither, received orders to return to Macaflar. 
Our carpenter by this time having greatly recovered his 
health, began to examine into the condition of the 
Swallow, and Ihe was found to have fevcral leaks; and 
as little could be done to thefc, we were reduced to an 
entire dependance on our pumps. Her main-inaft 
was alfo fprung, and appeared to be rotten. As no 
wood could be procured here to make a new one, wc 
patched it up, without either iron orforge, as well Jis've 
could. On the 19th of February, Le Cerf, the military 
officer was recalled, in order, as was reported, to make 
preparations for an expedition to the ifland of Ballv; 
and on Monday the 7Ch of March, the largcft of the 
guard -boats, a floop of 40 tons, was likevvife ordered to 
return to Macalfar, with part of the foldiers. On the 
9th, the refident received a letter from the governor, 
enquiring when Captain Carteret would fail for Batayia, 
though he mufi: have known this would not be bctorc 
theeaflern monfoon fet in, which would not be till W* 
Thefe were fufpicious circumftances, which 
Brength toward the conclufion of the month, at whjc 
time a canoe was obferved to paddle round the injpi 
fcveral times in the night, and to retire as foon asinj 
was feen. It is proper to obferve here, that the 
Macalfar is in a diflTi(fl called Macaffiar, or Bony, [‘^ 
king whereof is an ally of the Dutch, who have 
qucntly been rcpulfed in their attempts to reduce oc 
parts of the ifland, one of which is inhabited bjM 
pie called Bugguelfes, and another Waggs, or To 0 * 

The lafl: place is fortified with cannon; for the natn 
were acquainted with the ufc of fire-arms, and were 
plied with them from Europe, before the 
fettled thcmfelves at Macalfar in the room m 
Portuguefe. . 

On Tuefday the 29th, a black man delivered a 
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The Commander of the 


toour lieutenant, direacd to -- -.... 

gngiifli fhip at Bonthain, the purport of which was 
to acquaint the Captain, that the king of Bony, in con- 
iunefhon with the Dutch, had formed a defign to cut us 
off* they were not to appear in the bufinefs, but the Ton 
of the king of Bony was appointed the principal agent. 
Bcfidesthe plunder of the Swallow, he was to recerve 
a gratuity from his employers. The letter intimated 
that he was now at Bonthain, with 800 men, ready to 
execute the projed, which was formed from a jealoufy 
of our being conneded wii;h the enemies of the Dutch, 
with a view of expelling them out of the idand ; or at 
Icaft they fufpedted, that by our intelligence, a fcheme 
of that kind might be planned, on our return to Eng¬ 
land. This letter became a new fubjeci: of fpeculation, 
and though ill written, with refpeft to ftyle and man¬ 
ner, yet it did not therefore deferve the Icfs notice; 
cfpecially when we recollected the recall of Lc Cerf, and 
other remarkable circumftances, which have been 
already related. However, whether the intelligence, 
and our conjectures, were true or falfe, it was our duty 
to take proper meafurcs for our fecurity. Accordingly 
all hands were immediately fet to work. We rigged 
the fhip, bent the fails, unmoored, got fprings upon "our 
cables, loaded all our guns, and barricadoed the deck. 
Every one flept under arms during the night; and the 
next day being the 30th, we fixed four fwivcl guns on 
the fore part of the quarter deck ; and warped the lliip 
farther off from the bottom of the bay, towards the 
caflcrn fhore, that, in cafe of neceffity, we might have 
more room for aflion. At this time the refident was 
up the country, tranfacling bufinefs for the company, 
and, before his departure, he told the Captain, he fhould 
certainly return by the ifl: of April. It was now the 
4th, and wc had neither feen him, nor received any 
anfvverto a letter the Captain had wrote him; but on 
Tuefdaythe 5th, he came on board, and a few minutes 
convinced us, he was not in any refpeCl: privy to the 
fuppofed defign againfi: us. He acknowledged, that a 
minificr of the king of Bony, had lately paid him a 
viht, and had not well accounted for his being in this 
partof the country; and, at the Captain’s requefl, very 
radily undertook to make farther enquiries concerning 
ix)ny and his people j and a few days after he fent us 
word, that having made a very ftrid enquiry, whether 
any perfons belonging to the king of Bony had been 
at Bonthain, he had been informed, that one of the 
princes of that kingdom had been there in difguife; 
utt at of the 800 men, who were faid, accordinor to 
our intelligence, to be with him, he could find no 
traces. Ac this vifit, while aboard, Mr. Svvellingrabcl 
obferving, that it was put in a 
mpdiar ^^cry thing ready for im- 

people on fliore had 
partiahr vigilance and adivity, and in 

having cxercifed our men at fmall 
wcfhni.iJ^ rcturn, the Captain told him, 

aonrov/* on our guard, which he feemed to 

friendffin^"^^ parted with mutual promifes of 
^nendffip and good faith. ^ 

another refident, M. LeCerf, with 

^rd and dT’ ^^^ewife an enfign, came on 

afleed Le dinner, the Captain 

^llv fo n become of his expedition to 

without favintr^^ anfwered drily, that it was laid afide, 
iHc 2'ird he thing more on the fubjed. On 

took UDon nrned to MacalTar, and the other enfign 
tftnained nr command of the foldiers that ftill 

^Pace when n The feafon now advanced 

^ Pra^cahie weftward would again 

as great plcafurc, efpeci- 

among Js bv make their appearance 

tarried off % t^'^^ral were attacked, and one was 
ti^ived a lontr of May, Captain Carteret re- 

of Macaffir "rittcn in Dutch, from thegover- 
fxculpate hitnC.lf r purport of which was, to 

with rk I • ^ charge of having, in con- 
pi . of Bony, formed a defign to cut 

(olemn manner, his 


aymg the leafi: knowledge of fuch a projetff. and re¬ 
quired the letter tobe put into his hands, that the writer 
might be brought to fuch punifiiment as he deferved ; 
put the Captain would not deliver up the letter, know- 
ing that the writer would certainly have been punifhed 
with equal feverity, whether the contents were true or 
lalic; and it muff be confefled, we had the greateff 
reafon to believe that there was not fufficient ground 
tor the main charge contained therein, though it is not 
equally probable that the writer believed it to be falfe. 
By the 22nd, we were ready to fail from this place, but 
before we take our departure, wc fhall make a few ob- 
lervapons; and alfo give a particular account of the 
fituation, trade, and produce of the Sunda Iflands, the 
manners and cuffoms of the inhabitants. See. as thefe 
places are generally mentioned, and Tome of them 
touched at, by all our circumnavigators. 

I. Of/he Celebes^ or the ijland of Macajfar, 

Southward of the Philippines (of which we have 
given a full defeription) lies the ifland of Celebes, 
or MacafiTar, extending from i deg. 30 min. N. latitude, 
to 5 deg. 30 min. S. having the great iHand of Borneo oh 
the weft, and the Molucca’s on the eaft. The length of 
it from the S. W. point to the N. E. is about 500 miles, 
and in the broadeft part of it, it is near 200 miles over. 
The fouth part of the ifland is divided by a bay feven 
or eight leagues wide, w'hich runs forty or fifty leagues 
up into the country, and on the caft-fide of the ifland 
arc fcveral bays and harbours, and abundance of fmall 
iflands and (hoals: towards the north there is fbme high 
land : but on the eaft the country is low and fiat, and 
watered with many little rivulets. This ifland is di¬ 
vided into fix petty kingdoms or provinces, the princi¬ 
pal whereof are Celebes, on the N. W. lying under the 
cquino(ffial; and MacalTar, which takes in all the fouth 
part of the ifland : the reft of the provinces were ufually 
h . under the dominion of one of thefe; whereupon the 
ifland fometimes receives its name from one, and fome- 
times from the other. 

The air is hoc and moift, the whole country lying 
under or very near the line, fubjed to great rains. It 
is moft healthful during the northern monfoons: if they 
fail of blowing at their accuftomed time, the ifland 
grows fickly, and great numbers of people are fwcpc 
away. They have mines of copper, tin, and gold, but 
we do not find they are much wrought; the gold they 
have is found chiefly in the fands of their rivers, and 
at the bottom of hills, wafhed down by torrents. In 
their woods they have ebony, calambac and fanders, 
t and feveral forts of wood proper for dying; and no 
place, it is faid, affords larger bamboos, fome of them 
being four or five fathoms long, and above two foot 
diameter, which they make ufe of in building thci^ 
houfes and boats. I'heir fruits and flowers are much 
'the fame with thole in the Philippines, and therefore 
we fliall not tire the reader with a repetition of them, 

■ only mention fome of the principal. They have pepper 
' and fugar of their own growth, a.s well as betel and 

arek, in great plenty ; but no nutmegs, mace or cloves; 
however, of thefe they ufed formerly to import fuch 
quantities from the fpice iflands that they had fufficient 
for their own ufe, and fold great quantities to foreigners. 
Their rice is faidfo be better than in any other parts of 
India, it not being overflowed annually as in ocher 
countries, but watered from time to time by the huf. 
bandrnan as occafion requires ; and from the goodnefs 
of their rice, the natives arc of a ftronger conftitution 
; than thofc of Siam or other parts of India. Their fruits 
: are alfo held to be of a more delicious tafte than the 

■ fruits of other countries which arc expofed to floods: 

,the plains here arc covered with the cotton Ihrub which 
’bears a red flower, and when the flower falls, it leaves 

, ia head about as big as a walnut, from wffi^nce the cotton 
; :is drawn ; and that which comes from MacalTar is ac- 
; jeounced the fineft in India. Of all rherr plants, opium 
!is what they moft admire; it is a Ihrub which grows 
at the bottom of mountains, or in ftony grounef; the 
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branches afford a liquor which is drawn out much after 
the fame manner as palm vtinc, and being ftopped up 
clofc in a pot, comes to a coniificncy, when they 
it up in little pills : they often diffolve one ot thefe pins 
in water and fprinkle their tobacco with it; and thofc 
who arc ufed to take it can never leave it oft: they are 
lulled into a pleafing dream, and intoxicated as \yith 
ilrong liquor; but it infcnfibly preys upon their fpirits 
and mortens their lives : they will take the quantity of 
two pins heads in a pipe ot tobacco, when they enter 
into a battle, and become almoft infenftble of wounds 
or danger till the eftcct of it is worn oft. 

The natives of this iftand arc famous for the poifons 
they compound of the venomous drugs and herbs their 
country produces; of which, it is faid, the very touch 
or fmell occalions prefent death: their young gentlemen 
arc inftiaidcd how to blow their little poifoned darts 
through a tube or hollow^ cahe, about fix feet in length ; 
w ith thefe they engage their enemies ; and if they make 
the Icart wound with thefe darts, it is faid to be mortal. 
Though thefe weapons would not be much dreaded 
among people that are well cloathcd, yet as the natives 
engage naked, their Ikins arc eafily penetrated, and the 
jxjifon operates fo fpecdily, that it is not eafy to cure 
them: they will ftrike a man with thefe darts at near an 
hundred yards diftancc. 

Macaffir, the chief city here, is fituated on the banks 
of the river of the fame name, near the S. W. corner 
of the ifland. Here the Dutch have a very ftrong fort, 
mounted with a great number of cannon; and the gar- 
rifon confifts of 800 men. The ftrects of the town are 
wide and neat, but not paved, and trees arc planted on 
each fide of them. The palaces, mofque, and great: 
houfes are of ftonc, but the houfes of the meaner fort 
of wood of various colours, w hich make them look very 
beautiful, but arc built on pillars like thofe of Siam, and 
the roofs like theirs alfo are covered with palm or cocoa 
leaves. Here arc lliops along the ftrects, and large 
market places, where a market is held twice in 24 
hours, viz. in the morning before fun-rife, and an 
hour before fun-fet, where only women are feen ; a man 
would be laughed at to be found amongft them: from 
all the villages you fee the young wenches crowding to 
market with flelh, fifti, rice and fowls ; they abftain only 
from pork, w hich their religion forbids. Upon a com¬ 
putation of the number of inhabitants, in this city and 
the neighbouring villages, fome years ago, they amount¬ 
ed to 160,000 men able to bear arms ; but now arc not 
half that nmber, many of them having forfaken their 
country fince the Dutch deprived them of their ti*adc. 
The reft of the towns and villages were once equally 
populous, but arc now many of them deferted. The 
people of Macaffar have excellent memories, and are 
quick of apprehcnfion, they will imitate any thing 
they fee, and would probably become good proficients 
in all arts and fcicnccs, if they did not want good mafters 
to improve their talents. 

'riicy have alfo ftrong robuft bodies, are extremely 
induftrioiis, and as ready to undergo fatigues as any 
people whatever; nor are any people more addidlcd to 
arms and hardy enterprifes, infomuch that they may 
be looked upon as almoft the only foldiers on the other 
fide the bay of I3engal; and accordingly arc hired 
iiito the fcrvicc of other princes and ftates on that fide, 
as the Swifs arc in this part of the world: even the 
Europeans frequently employ them in their fcrvicc, 
but have fometimes fuffered by trufting them too far ; 
or rather, our people being too apt to ufe them like 
Haves, as they do the poor Portuguefe and Muftces in 
their fcrvicc • this is a treatment w hich the Macaffarians 
wjll not bear, and never fail to revenge whenever it is 
aftempted by our European governors. 

The people of Macalfar arc of a moderate ftaturc, 
their complcxUms fwarthy, their cheek-bones ftand 
high,and their nofes arc generally flat; the laft is eftcem- 
eda beauty, and almoft as much pains taken to make 
them fo in their infancy, as to make the Chinefc ladies 
have little feet. 

They have ftfinlng black hair, which is tied up and 


covered w'ith a turbant, or cloth w^ound alxjut tL.' 
heads when they arc drefl'ed, but at other times 
wear a kind of hat or cap with little brims. - 

They continually rub and fupple the limbs of ih * 
infants with oil, to render them nimble and adlive - 
this is thought to be one rcafon there is hardly e/ 
feen a lame or crooked perfon among them, ^ 
Their male children of the better fort, it is faid ar 
always taken from their mothers at fix or feven 
of age, and committed to the care of fome remote iq 
lation, that they may not be too much indulged and 
effeminated by the careffes of the mother : they are fent 
to fchool to their priefts, w ho teach them to write and 
read and caft accounts, and the precepts of the koran- 
their charadlers very much rcfcmblc the Arabic, which 
is not ftrange, fince their anceftors, many of them, were 
Arabians. 

Bclides their books, every child is bred up to fome 
handicraft trade; they are alfo taught fevcral fpons and 
martial exercifes, if they are of quality; but the meaner 
fort arc employed in hufbandry, fiftung, and ordinary 
trades, as in other places. 

This people feemto be infpired with juft notions of 
honour and fricndfliip, and there are inftanccs of many 
of them who have expofed their lives even in defence 
of foreigners and Chriftians; and of others who have 
gencroufly relieved and maintained people in diftrels, 
and even fuffered them to (hare their eltatcs. They re- 
tained that love of liberty, that they were the Infl of the 
Indian nations that were enflavcd by the Dutch, which 
did not happen neither till after a long and very cx- 
penfivc war, wherein almoft the whole force of the 
Hollanders in India was employed. The people in 
general are very much fubjc<ft to paffion; and they 
will condemn their owm raflinefs if they are in the 
wrong. 

The womert are remarkable chaftc and referv'ed, at 
lead they cannot help appearing, fo; for the leaft irailc 
orglapce on any but their hufbands, is held a fufficicnc 
reafon for a divorce ; nor dare they admit of a vifit even 
from a brother, but in the prefence of the hulband: 
and the law indemnifies him for killing any man he 
lhall find alone w-irh his w’ife, or on whom ftie has con- 
ferred any mark of her favour. But the inhabitants ol 
this country are in general fo little addided to infamous 
pradices, or litigious difputes, that they have neither 
attomies or bailiffs among them. If any differences 
arife, the parties apply perfonally to the judge, who 
determines the matter with expedition and equity. In 
fome criminal cafes, fuch as murder, robbery, &c. he 
has a right to execute juftice himfelf, by deftroying the 
offender. On the other hand, the man keeps as mai^ 
wives and concubines as he pleafes, and nothing can be 
more ignominious than the want of children, and the 
having but one wife: the love of women, and thedc- 
firc of children is univerfal; and according to the num¬ 
ber of women and children the man poffelfcs hishappi- 
nefs is rated. 

To proceed; though the women of faftiion J 
keep clofc, yet upon certain feftivals they arc uincfc 
to come abroad and fpend their time in public com¬ 
pany, in dancing and other diverfions ufecl in thccoun- 
, try; but the men do not mix wdth them as in this parto 
the world, only they have the happinefs to fee ana 
; feen, which makes them wait for this happy tuuc 
impatience. 

Their princes and great men wear a garment n 
of fcarlet cloth or brocaded fiik, with large ^ 
gold, they have likewife a very handfome - 

fafh made of filk, in which their dagger 
placed, with their knife, cricc, and other 
People of figure dye the nail of the little -fr, 

left-hand red, and let it grow as long as 
The women wear a muflin ftiift, or hich 

clofc to their bodies, and a pair of frajetf 

reaches down to the middle of the leg, ^ hiU^ 

cotton, and have no other head dreis than t c 
tied up in a roll, with fome curls hanging dow 
necks; they throw a loofepicce oflinen or mu • ^ 
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II rhev ero abroad ; nor have they any ornaments 
K t'a sold chain about their necks. They are fond of 
fine equipage and a great number of fervants to attend 
and if they have not fo many of their own as their 
duality requires, they will not ftir out, till they have 
2ot the ufual number, by hiring or borrowing them. 
The furniture of their houfes confifl: chiefly of carpets 
and culliions, and the couches they fleep on. 'I'hey 
fit erofs-legged on mats and carpets, as motl Afiatics 

^°This ifland produces mofl: animals except fheep. 
There arc monkeys and baboons in abundance, that will 
fee upon travellers; fome of them arc quite black, fomc 
of a flraw colour, and others white, the latter of which 
are generally as big as maftilfs, and much more mif- 
chicvoiis than the others. Some have long tails, and 
walk oa all-fours; others arc without tails, and walk 
upriMit, ufing their fore-feet as hands, and in their 
actos greatly rcfcmble the human fpecies. Their 
goino* in large companies fccures them irom the more 
^werful bcalls of the forelts ; but they arc fometimes 
conquered by the large fcrpencs, which purfue them to 
the tt ps of trees, and dcllroy them. 

The natives do not fcruple eating any flefh but pork, 
this no Mahometan will touch; but their food is chiefly 
rice, fifh, herbs, fruit and roots; Helh they eat but 
little of. They have bur two meals a day, one in the 
morning, and the other about fun-fet; but their chief 
meal is in the evening; they chew betel and areka, 
or fmoke tobacco mixed with opium moft part of the 
day. Their liquor is tea, coffee, fherbet, or chocolate, 
and they have palm wine, arrac, or fpirits, which thcv 
fometimes indulge in, though it is prohibited by their 
religion. 'I hey loll upon carpets at their meals, and 
eat off of dilhes made of China, wood, fiiver or copper, 
which are fet on little low lacquered tables ; and take 
up the rice with their hands inltcad of (poons, which 
they feem not to know the ufe of. In the celebration 
of marriage the huiband receives no other portion with 
his wile than the prefents fhe received before marriage. 
As foon as the priefl: has performed the ceremony, the 
new-married couple are confined in an apartment by 
ihcmfclvcs for three fuccclFivc days, having only a fer- 
vant to bring them fuch nccellaries as they may have 
occafion for, during which time their friends and ac¬ 
quaintances are cntertainj'd, and great rejoicings made 
at the houfc of the bride’s father. At the expiration ol 
the three days the parties are fet at liberty, and receive 
t^he congratulations of their friends; after which, the 
bridegroom condu<fls his wife home, and both apply 
themlelves to bufinefs, he to his accuftomed profclfion, 
and ibcto the duties belonging to houfewifery, and the 
nianagement of a family. When a man has realbn to 
uipcet his wife of infidelity, he applies to a priell for a 
iwcc; and it the complaint appears juft, there is no 
* culty in obtaining it. In this cafe the fecular judge 
pronounces the accuied party guilty, declares her to be 
ivorced, and fettles the terms; both parties, after this 
J gi^cnt, have liberty to marry again. 

e Macalfarians had originally ftrange notions of 
* ticlieved there were no other gods but 
nioon ; and to them they facrificed in the 
having materials which they thought 
^ valuable to be employed in creding tem- 
fun and moon 

diviH heavens, whofe empire they 

had nlr them. Thefc abfurditics, however, 

Dconlp a*' influence either over the nobles or 

natiLi! r religious doflrines of other 

bE in rl Of the koran arriv- 

M fovereign and his people em- 

foot! folint, the other parts of the ifland 

“nSerf ol''‘ They are great pre- 

Pofing thefc »?ii'f charms about them, fup- 

one in •! *^“*‘^/hem from every danger. When 
^^cpriefts ar^V be given over by the phyfician, 
their difeafe attributing the violence of 

to them anri influence of fomc evil fpirit, firft pray 

then write the names of God and Mahomet 


mall pieces ot paper, which are carefuliyhungabout 
eir necks; and if the patient does not foon recoverj 
IS death is confidcred as inevitable, and evcr>' prepara¬ 
tion is made for his expeded departure, thefe people 
perform their funeral ceremonies with grbat decericy; 
to Ircure which, the meaneft perfon mdkes pfovifioit 
while in health, by afligning a certain fum to defray 
Che neceftary cxpences attending it. As foon as a 
perfon is dead, the dead body is wdftied, and, be¬ 
ing clodthed in a white robe, is placed iri a room 
hung with white, which is feented with the ftrongeft 
perfumes. Here it edntinues for three days, and oii 
Che fourth it is carried on a palanquin to the grave, 
preceded by the friends and relations, and followed by 
the priefts, who have attendants that carry incenle 
and perfumes, which afe burnt all the way from the 
houfe to the grave. The body is interred without a 
coffin, there being only a plank, at the bottom of 
the grave for it to lie on, and another to cover it: and 
when this laft is placed, the earth is thrown in, and 
the grave filled up. If the perfon is of any diftin- 
guiflied quality, a handfome tomb is immediately 
placed over the grave, adorned with flowers, and the 
relations burn iiiccnfe and other perfumes for 40 days 
lucceflively. / 

This ifland was formerly under a monarchial gdverri- 
ment; and in order to prevent the crown falling to an 
infant, the cldeft brother fucceeded after the death of 
the king. All places of truft in the civil government 
were difpofcd of by the prime minifters; but the officers 
of the revenue and of tne houftiold were appointed by 
die fovereign. The king's forces, when out of adlual 
lervice, were not allowed any pay, but only tlieir 
cloaths, arms, and ammunition. It is faid, that in 
former wars he has brought 1 2,000 horfe, and 80 ooo 
foot into the field; but the laft war with the Dutch, 
proved the total deftrudion of both king and country,* 
fince w hich, this ifland has been under uie government 
ofthree dilfcrcnt princes, who are conftantly at variance 
with each other; which is a favourablecircumftance for 
the Dutch, who might otherwife meet with a powerful 
oppofition, and be deprived of thofe advantages they 
have fo long pofTefTed on this fide the globe. Thefe 
princes hold alfemblics at particular times on affairs 
that concern the general intereft ; and the refult of their 
determinations becomes a law to each flare. When 
any contefts arifes, it is decided by the governor of the 
Dutch colony, w'ho prefides at the above diet. He 
keeps a watchful eye over thefe different fovereigas, 
and holds them in perfed equality with each other, to 
prevent any of them from aggrandizing thcmfelves to 
the prejudice of the company. The Dutch have dif-. 
armed them all^ under pretence of hindering them from 
injuring each other, but in reality only to keep them in 
a flate of fubjedion. 

Jampadan is another port-town about 15 miles fouth 
of Macaffar River, one of the bell harbours in India, 
and the firft town the Dutch took from the natives \ 
here they funk or feized all the Portuguefe fleet when 
they were in full peace with that nation. The reft of 
the towns anJ villages lying in the flat country near the 
fea or the mouths of rivers, are for the moft part built 
with wood or cane, and ftand upon high pillars on ac¬ 
count of the annual flood, when they have a communi¬ 
cation with one another only by boats. 

About the Celebes arc feveral iflands that go by the 
fame name, the principal of which is fitiiated about five 
leagues from the S. E. corner. This ifland is about 80 
miles long, and 30 broad : on the eaft-fide of it is a 
large town and harbour called CallacalTong, the ftrects 
of which are fpacious, and enclofed on each fide with 
cocoa trees. The inhabitants are governed by an ab- 
folurc prince, fpcak the Malayan tongue, and arc Ma¬ 
hometans. The ftrairs of Patience are on the other 
fide of this ifland; they are fo called from the great 
difficulty in paffing them, which arifes from the violence 
of the currents, and tlie contrariety of the winds. 

n. 0 / 
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11 . Of the fitnation, trade, and produce of Borneo, Sumatra, 

and java, commonly catlcd the Sunda Ijlands and of the 

manners and cuftoms of the inhabit ants, &c, 

THE Inofl: confiderable of ihe Sunda Illands,called 
To from tbe llraits near which they lie, are lk)rneo, Su¬ 
matra and Java. 

Borneo extends from 7 deg. 30 min. N. latitude, to 
4 deg. S. latitude, and from 107 to 117 degrees of 
longitude, being about 7CX) miles in length and 500 in 
breadth, and is computed to be 2500 miles in circum¬ 
ference. The figure of this ifland being almoft round, 
it probably contains a greater number of acres than any 
ifland hitherto difeovered. To the caftward of it lies 
the ifland of Celebes or Macaflar, to the fouth the 
ifland of Java, to the weft the ifland of Sumatra, and 
to the N. E. the Philippine Illands. 

ITie air of this country is not exceflive hot, confidcr- 
ing it is fituated under the equinodlial, being refrcflied 
almoft every’ day with fhowers and cool breezes, as all 
other countries that are under the line; but as thofc 
parts of the ifland which border on the fea-coaft lie 
upon a flat for fcveral hundred miles, and are annually 
flooded; upon the retiring of the waters, the whole lur>: 
face of the ground is Covered with mud or foft ouzc, 
which the fun darting its rays perpendicularly upon, 
raifes thick noifome fogs, which are not difperfed till 
nine or ten in the morning, and render thofc parts of 
the ifland very unwholefome. The multitude of frogs 
and infc<fts that the w'atcrs leave behind, and are foon 
killed by the heat of the fun, caufe an intolerable ftench 
alfo at that time of the year, and corrupt the air: add 
to this the cold chilling winds and damps which fuc- 
cced the hotteft days; from all which,wc may conclude 
it miift be very unhealthful, at Icaft to European con- 
ftitutions: and the lofs of our countrymen, who yearly 
travel thither, fufficiently convinces us of this truth. As 
to their monfoons, or periodical winds, they are wefter- 
ly from September to April, or thereabouts; during 
which time is their wet feafon, when heavy rains conti¬ 
nually pour down, intermixed with violent ftonns of 
thunder and lightning; and at this time it is very rare 
to have two hours fair weather together on the fouth 
coaft of the ifland, whither the Europeans principally 
refort. The dry feafon begins ufually in April and con¬ 
tinues till September; and in this part of the year too, 
they feldom fail of a fliowcr every day, when the fea 
breeze comes in. 

The harbours of greateft note, and to which the 
Europeans ufually refort, arc Banjar Maflcen, Suc- 
cadanca and Borneo, but much more to Banjar Maf- 
feen than cither of the other; the greateft quantities of 
pepper growing tow ards the fourcc of that river, which 
falls into the fea3 deg. i 8 min. S. latitude. The town 
of Banjar formerly flood about 12 miles up the river, and 
was built partly on wooden pillars, and partly on floats of 
timber in the river; but there is now no fign of a town 
there, the inhabitants being removed to Tatas, about 
fix miles higher. 

The city of Borneo, formerly the refidcncc of the 
principal fultan or king of the ifland, lies on the N. W. 
part of the ifland, in 4 deg. 55 min. N. latitude, and is 
a very commodious harbour. This city is veiy large, 
the ftreets fpacious, and the houfes well built; they arc 
in general three ftories high, covered with flat roofs, and 
the fultan’s palace is a very elegant and extenfivc build¬ 
ing. It is the chief feat of commerce in the ifland, and 
the port is continually crowded wdth (hips from China, 
Canib^ia, Siam, Malacca, &c. The Englifli and Por- 
tuguefe have fome trade here, though no fettled fadlory. 
The port of Succadanea lies on the weft-fidc of the 
ifland, in 15 min. S. latitude, and w as heretofore more 
reforted to by the Europeans than any other. Over 
againft this, on the cafl-fidc of the ifland, ftands another 
fea-port town, called Pafleir, in 15 min. S. latitude, but 
is not a place of any great trade. 

One of the mod confidcrablc inland towns is Cay- 
tonge, the fultan whereof is now themoft potent prince 
in the ifland: this city lies about 100 miles up the river 


Banjar; and about 200 miles higher Ihnds che^^r 
Negaree, the refidence of another fultan. 
of the other principal towns are Tanjongbuoro 
Tanjongdatoo, Sambas, Landa, Pi'fagadan, 
jang Sampit, Tanjong, Selatan, Gonwarengen an/? 
manoocan. ^ 

Their chiefrivers arc, 1. Banjar. 2. Tatas. t . 

4. Succadanea; and, 5. Borneo. 

Banjar is a fine river, rifing in the mountains in tU 
middle of the ifland, and, running fouth, difehar^sj, 
felf into a bay on the S. E, part of the ifland, bein' 
navigable for fcveral hundred miles; the banks arc 
planted with tall ever-green trees. The river Tatas 
falls into the mouth of Banjar River, and is 
quently called the China River, bccaufc the China junks 
lie in the mouth of it. The rivers Java and Succa- 
danca run from the N. E. to the S. W. and fall 
into the bay of Succadanea in the S. W. part of the 
ifland. 

The river Borneo falls into the bay of Borneo, in the 
N. W. part of the ifland. The tides in the river Ban¬ 
jar flow' but once in 24 hours, and that in the day-tinic; 
they never rife more than half a foot in the night (un.' 
lefs in a very dry feafon) which is occafioncd by the 
rapid torrents, and the land winds blowing very ftrong 
in the night-time. There lie three illands within the 
entrance of the river, the firftof w'hich is covered with 
tall trees, that may be fecn at fea, and arc a good mark 
for failing over the bar. Ifafhipbe aground, the ebb 
is fo very ftrong, occafioncd by the land floods, that 
flic will run the hazard of being broke to pieces; and 
the trees continually driving down the river, render 
the navigation ftill more dangerous. T’he beft anchor¬ 
ing place is a mile or tw’o within the river; it is bell 
to fail up .with the flood, the tide of ebb runs fo ftrong. 
There arc a great many fine bays and harbours on the 
epaft, but that moft reforted to is at the mouth of the 
river Banjar. 

The natives of Borneo confift of two different petK 
pie, that are of different religions; thofc upon the fea 
coaft are ufually called Banjareens, from the town of 
Banjar, to which moft nations refort, to trade with them. 
The Banjareens arc of a low ftaturc, very fwarthy, their 
features bad, refembling much the negroes of Guinea, 
though their complexion arc not fo dark ; they arc well 
proportioned, their hair is black, and fhines with the 
oil with which they perpetually gre-afe it. The women 
are of a low ftaturc and fmall limbs, as the men arc, 
but their features and complexion much better, aiw 
they move with a good grace. The lower clafs ot 
people go almoft naked; they have only a little bit ol 
cloth before, and a piece of linen tied about their hcaui. 
Their betters, when they are drefled on days of cere¬ 
mony, wear a veft of red or blue filk, and a look piece 
of filk or fine linen tied about their loins, and thrown 
over their left fliouldcr. They wear a pair of drawtfi) 
but no fliirt, and their legs and feet arc bare; their hair 
is bound up in a roll, and a piece of muflin or callico 
tied over it; they always carry a crice or dagger m 
their fafli w'hcn they go abroad. The Byaios or moun¬ 
taineers arc much taller and larger bodied 
the Banjareens, and a braver people, which 
tion and manner of life may account for, being iju 
to labour, and to follow the chacc for their daily • 
whereas the Banjareens ufe very little exercife, crave 
chiefly by w'ater. The Byaios have fcarce any cl(»^.^ 
ing, but, not admiring their tawny Ikins, 
bodies blue, and, like all other people chat live * 
climates, anoint themfclves with oil, which 
ftrong; and the better fort, it is faid. pull 
teeth, and place artificial ones, made of goldi ^ 
ftcad ; but their greateft ornament confifts of a 
of tygers teeth, which are ftrung 
about the neck. Some of them are very fond of 
large ears; to obtain which, they 
foft parts of them whcfi young; to thefe holes arc 
cd weights about the breadth of a crown piece, ''^^0 
continually prcfllng on the cars, and expand them 
a length, as to caufe them to reft upon the fhou ^ 
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The Banjarcens arc an hoipiruble tricndly people, 
where they are not abufed. or apprehend foreigners have 
adch^n upon their liberties; they feem to be men of 
^oodlcr.fe, but nor being acquainted with the world, 
aa' frequently impofed upon in< their traffic with the 
emfty Chinele. The chief part of their food here is 
ria', as it is in other hot countries, but with it they 
cat venifon, fill), or fowl, and almoft all kind of meat, 
except hogs flelh ; and men of figure are ferved in gold 
or filver plate; the common people are content with 
brafs or earthen diffics, and all fit crofs-lcggcd upon 
niac^or carpets at their meals, and indeed'almofl all 
day long* chewing betel and arek, or fmdaking tobacco, 
which both fexes are very fond of when it is mixed with 
opium. The whole company ufualiy fmoke out of one 
pipe; the maficr of the feafi: having fmoaked firfi, 
palTes it round the company, and they will fometimes 
Ik fmoaking fo long, that they grow flupid. At other 
times they divert themfelves with comedies, and the 
Chinefehave taught them to game; their rural fports 
arc hunting, Ihonting, and filhing. They have fuch 
plenty oflilh, that they may take as many as will ferve 
them a day at one caft, from their houfes, which are 
built upon floats in their rivers. Their iifual falute is 
thefalam, lifting, up their hands to their heads, and 
bowing their bodies a little; and before their princes, 
they throw themfelves profirate on the ground : no one 
prdiimes to fpcak to a great man, till he is firfl fpoken 
to, and required to tell his bufinefs : they ufualiy travel 
in covered boats upon their rivers; but the great men 
who live in the inland country ride on elephants or horTes. 
Befides rice, already mentioned, the produce of this 
country is cocoa-nuts-, oranges, citrons, plantains, melons, 
bananas, pinc-applcs, mangoes, and all mannerof tro¬ 
pical fruits; cotton, canes, rattans, and plenty of very 
fine timber; gold, precious ftoncs, camphire, bezoar, 
and pepper. There are three forts of black pepper; 
the firfl and beft is the Molucca, or lout pepper; the 
fecond IS called Cay to nge. pepper, and the worfi: fort 
IS the Negaree pepper, of which there is the greatefl: 
f f u* r fmall, hollow and light, and common¬ 
ly full of dull, and the buyer will be impofed on if he 
bup It by meafiire, and docs not weigh it. He mufl 
fake care alfo, that the pepper be not mixed with little 
black Ifoncs, which are not eafily feen. The white 
pepper grows on the fame tree as the black pepper docs, 

kHo rYf conjeefured to be the 

0 le fruit that tfrops of itfclf and is gathered up 
y tic poor people in fmall quantities, before it turns 
Diau,and the fcarcity of it occafions it to be fo dear; 
nutter ^ ii^ore fatisfadlory account of this 

In here are the fame as on the continent of 

but elephants, buffaloes, deer, &c. 

which is almofl 

thenran ^ iHand, is that monflrous monkey called 
and ^eet high, 

man and '=8^- has a face liki a 

particubrW rh> H ^ liuman fpecics, 

whisboZ I, Uoctentots; he has no tail, or any hair 

4 capti:, or''''l‘^''^ hair. Mr. B^k- 

who would " Inchaman, purchafed one of them, 
dram ’ift, ^pen his cafe of brandy to 

then ^ quantity. 

Part'd ano-rv with Captain ap- 

rcconcih'H hcw'ould whine and figh till he 

2 nd was ftrnnrrn "'ould wrefile with the feamen, 
y^rold whprSl j though he was not a 

28 be came inm Captain loll: him as fopn 

climates ^ having been bred in the 

beers gef which the mountai- 

and in the dry 

^ropeans recei\? Banjareens, from whom 

^ound her?"''' 
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‘beprinr* , ncre. 

^imco by the of merchandize imported from 

hio. jj peaus, arc pepper, gold, diamonds, 


andThi'^m'^d^”*'^’™®®ok and and other gums; 

hon n nH®y°^r P^P^'-w he carried thither, befides bul- 
weirrht ore, arc fhiall cannon from too to ■aoo 
fmafi fh-pi ^fhimancoes, cutlery wares, iron bars, 
tweiitv-nenn .'Rogers, the Imallcft fort pf Ipike nails, 
Icathcr'hnnrJ "i” Sf^pliogs of 40 pounds weight, red 
biafs clock-work, fmall arms tvith 

Dow^dernnH f- horfe piftols, blunderbufles, gun- 
nrdl^rnM The purchafing gold is a 

thouah^th nonds may be had rcafonably, 

ctnrnn^r .Y'^'ght of One dollarin gold. The 

fo^r t°""‘-^.h=‘>fand qiwrterdollars; and 

lead Tn ho n’^de of 

dry leaf ’ 

p" c^oaft is the 
hi ri* ifiandcrs have a language peculiar to 

djem elves, and both retaitt the fupedliriouPs cuPoms 
of the Ch nelc They are intirely ignorant of aftro- 

worhHi’ "^‘^?“V‘^‘'Pfc happens, they think the 
but it^ to be dellroyed. Arithmeti/they know 
hv t r M ti- °"'y toethbd of calculating, is, 

by pa allcl lines and moveable burtons on a board. 

it ^ ^ 1’°"’ ‘^‘^^P'^tote foever the cafe of the 

patient may be, is to them a circumftance of a very 

fuPPofe, by the operation^ 
wc et out our very foulsand lives. It is their opinion, 

tdiio orr^ their diftempers are caufed through the 
malice of fomeevd demon; and when a perfon is fick, 

ait: onr‘ T “1 'bey make an enter- 

ht d I'mdo i of provifions, which they 

hold undej fomc confpicuous tree in a field; thefe pro- 
vilions, which conlift ofrice, fowl, fifli, &c they offer' 
for the relief of the perfon afflicted, and if he recover, 

hS-i' of returning thanks, ft,; 

the bleft.ng received; but ,f the patient dies, they ek- 
prefs their refentmentagainft the fpirit by whot he 
M have been afflided. Both Pagans and 

Mahometans allow a plurality of wives and conlibines; 

ceremonies of both are the fame as in 
other Mahometan countries. The girls arc generally 
married at the age often, and Icave^child-bcaring bei 
tw'enty-five. The women are very con- 
ftant after marriage; but arc apt to beftow favours with 
great freedom when fingle; and however indifereet 
they may have been in this iioint, they are not con- 
hdered the worfe for it by their hulbandsi nor dare any 
one reproach them for what they Have committed prei 
vmus to their marri.ige. They in general live to an 
advanced age, which is attributed to their frequent ufe 
of the water ; for both men and women bathe in the 
rivers once in the day; and from this pradice they are 
very expert fwimmers. In burying their dead,^hey 

the W-,v!“ r‘ 1^?^ T ‘bey throw into 

kinds of provifions, from an abfurd 
and ruperftitious notion that thefe may be ufcful to 
them in the other world. They fix the place of inter- 
ment out of the reach of the floods; and the mourners, 
as m Japan and China are drefled in white, and carry 
lighted torches in their hands. ^ 

In the inland part of this country, are feveral petty 
kingdoms, each of which is governed bya rajah, or king. 

All the lajahs were formerly fuhject to the rajah of 
Borneo who was efleemed the fupremc king o 4 r the 
whole ifland ; but his authority has been of late years 
greatly dimimflied: and there are other kings equal if 
not more powerful than himfelf; particularly the king 
ofCaytonge. The town where this prince refides is 
fituated .bout 80 miles up the Banjar River His 
palace is a very elegant buildingereded on pilkrs, and 
IS open on all hdes. before the palace is a large build¬ 
ing conhfting only of one room, which is fet apart for 
holding councils, and entertaining foreigners In the 
centre of the room is the throne, covered with a rich 
canopy of gold and filVer brocade. About the paS 
are planted.feveral cannon, which are fo old^ and 

4 h ' , 

mounted 
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monntcd on fuch wretched carriages, that they are 
neither ornamental nor ufeful. This prince is cuccriR 
thegreaceft, on account of the cuftoins he receives at 
the port of Hanjar MaTeen, which are eftimutcd at 8000 
pieces of eight per annum. The king or Sultan ol 
Negaree js the mofl: conliderablc prince, next to tnc 
above: his palace is litiiatcd at a place called Metapooia, 
about 10 miles from Caytonge. "there is a handlome 
armoury before the gates of his palace, which contains 
a great number of fire-arms, and fcveral cannon. He 
is always on good terms with his neighbour the prince 
of Caytonge, and the reft are fiibordinate to thele t\\o 
princes; great homage is paid them by the natives, anc 
it isdilTiculu for a firangcr to gctaccefs to them; the 
only means to efFcdl: this, is, by complimenting 
with fome valuable prefent, for avarice is their darling 
palTion; and the firangcr will be treated with refpect in 
proportion to the prefent he makes. ^ 

Sumatra is one of the Sunda Ifiands, fituate in the 
Indian ocean, between 93 and 104 deg, of eaftern longi¬ 
tude, and between 5 deg. 30 min. N. latitude, and 5 
30 min. S. latitude, theequinoCfial line running crols tne 
iniddleofit; having Malacca on the N. Borneo on the b.. 
Java on the S. E. and the Indian ocean on the weft, and 
is 800 miles long, and about 150 broad. The air is 
generally unhealthful near the coaft. the country being 
very hot, and very moift, and changing fuddenly from 
fultry heat in the day-time, to cold chilling w'inds in the 
n'ght. It is the firft of the remarkable ifiands that form 
the o-rcat .Archipelago of the eaft, the entrance of which 
is, as it were, blocked up by this ifland and Java, which 
form a barrier feparating the Indian from the Chineie 
ocean; except that in the center between the two ifiands 
there is an opening, which appears as if purpofely de- 
fio-ned to admit a free palTage for the advptages ojeom- 
inerce. This opening is called the ftrait ol Suncm, the 
fijuth part of which is the north of Java, and called Java 
Head • and the north point is the fouth of Sumatra, 
called’ Flat Point. Thefe two are about fix league 
afunder, between which Ihips pafs from Europe dircdtly 
to Batavia or China, without touching at the imiies: 
they ft retch away eaft from the Cape of Good Hope, 
and make no land till having traverfed the whole Indian 
fea they arrive at Java Head. 

In Sumatra are no phylicians, but they rely upon the 
(kill and experience of fome good old women, who are 
acquainted wdth the nature of their fimples. The flux 
is the diftemper that ufually carries olf foreigners, 
againft w hich the fruit guava and the pomegranate are 
certain remedies, if taken before the diftemper becomes 
\4(olent; but moft other fruits promote the difeafe. 
Bathing in cold water is efteemed another remedy for 
the flux. Their w'ater, unboiled, as well as flierbet, is 
very unwholefome; full meals of flelh ought to be 
avoided, occafioning a diftemper called the Mort 
Duchin, which is attended with a violent vomiting and 
pupnng, and ufually carries olYthe patient in 24 hours. 
Thoic gentlemen that drink ftrong liquors to excefs, 
ufually avoid the flux, but are carried oft* by fevers. 
The cholic and fmall-pox arc often fatal to the natives, 
as well as foreigners ; but they arc feidom troubled 
with droplics, gout, or ftonc. People who are careful 
oftheir health, eat and drink moderately, and boil their 
water; nor do they avoid wine or arrack punch alto¬ 
gether, for thefe drunk moderately in this moift airpre- 
ferve, rather than deftroy health. 

There is a chwiin of mountains w hich runs the whole 
length of the ifland, from the N. W. to the S. E. and 
here the air is fomething better than on the coaft; but 
the European factories are generally fituated at the 
mouths of rivers near the fea, for convcniency of trade; 
and here three years may Ue reckoned a long life, the 
fait ftiiikingoufe fends up fuch unwholefome vapours as 
perfectly poifon foreigners that are fent thither. The 
monfoons, or periodical winds, ihift here at the equi¬ 
noxes, as they do in other parts of the Indian feas, blow- 
in^ fix months in one direction, and fix months in the 
opj^ofite direction; and near the coaft there arc other 
penodical winds, which blow the greateft part of the 


day from the fea, and in the night-time and part of th' 
morningItom the land; but thefe Scarce extend fevL 
miles from the coaft. Here is alfo a mountain call^ 
Singlc-demond, about 40 miles S. E. of Bencoob 
which is a mile in height perpendicular; the rocks na’ 
the weft coaft arc gcneraHy barren, producing littk J 
(ides fhrubs; but towards the bottom of them grow* 
(bme good timber. The country has a great many 
fmall rivers, but none of them navigable much abo\c 
their mouths, falling from high mountains, and dif 
charging themfelves precipitately into the fea, cither on 
the E. or W. after a very Ihort courfe; the rains con. 
tinuing here, as they do in moft places near the equi. 
no'ilial, fix months and upwards, every year, and^ni 
where with more violence. The w'acers of the river 
Indapoora, during rains, look red for two miles beyond 
the mouth out at fea, occafioned, it is faid, by the great 
number of oaks that grow in their boggy groundsfand 
are almoft covered when the floods are higheft. The 
waters of all their rivers, which overflow the lowcoun- 
tries, are very unwholefome, foul, and not fit to be 
drunk till they are fettled, nor indeed till they have 
been boiled, and tea or fome other wholefome herbs 
infufed into them; and this, no doubt, is one caufc 
of the unwholcfoinenefs of the air, it being a very 
iurt obfervation, that wherever the water is bad, the air 
is fo too. 

The ifland of Sumatra was antiently, and is at pre¬ 
fent, divided into a great many kingdoms and dates, of 
w'hich .Achen is the moft confiderable, whofe kingisthc 
moft powerful monarch in the ifliuid, the north part of 
it being in a manner fubjcAto him. Befides this prince, 
there arc fcveral orancayas, or great lords, in this king¬ 
dom, who cxcrcife fovereign authority in their rcfpcc- 
tive territories ; but they all acknowledge the king of 
Achen their fuperior, and accept of the great officeis 
in his court. In former times the kings have excrcifcd 
fuch defpotic power as to difplace fome of thefe, and 
depofe others; and, on the other hand, indances have 
been know n where thefe princes have depofed the king, 
and placed another on the throne. There have been 
frequent ftruggles between the king of Achin and thde 
princes for fovereign power; and if the former has in 
fome reigns been abfolute, he has in others had a very 
limited authority. The king has the power of difixif. 
ing of the crown, during his life, to fuch of his children 
as he thinks proper, whether born of a wife 
cubine: but if the king docs nor difpofe ofit inhislifc 
time, there are fometiines feveral competitors for it; and 
he who is moft favoured by the orancayas, or vallal 
princes, ufually carries his point; fo that-checrovinis 
eledive in thefe cafes. r l 

Achen, the metropolis of the kingdom of the lam^ 
name, is fituated at the N. W. end of Sumatra, m ^ 
deg. 30 min. E. longitude, and in 5 deg. 
latitude, and is much the moft confiderable port in 
ifland. It (lands in a plain, furrounded with w 
and marfhes, about five miles diftant from the iea, n 
a plcafant rivulet: it is an open town, (•:, 

moat, and the king’s palace (lands in the . * 

being of an oval figure, about half a league 
ference, furrounded by a moat 25 feet broad, a 
many deep: and about the palace there S -jj, 
great banks of earth inllead of a • l. j^d 

reeds and canes, that grow to a prodigious heig 
thicknefs, infomuch that they cover the pa 
render it almoft inaccelfible; thefe reeds jjjvj 
tinually green, and not eafily fet on fii^* pachfiilf 
ditch or draw-bridge before the gates, but on 
a wall of (lone about ten feet high that ^ 

race, on which fome guns are planted; an 
ftream runs through the middle of the P*q^ 
is lined with (lone, and has fteps down to t 

ofit, for the convcniency of bathing. 
gates, and as many courts, to be pa(red beto 
to the royal apartments; and in fome of ^*15 of 
courts are the king’s magazines, and the 1 
his elephants: as for the inward courts 0 
foreigners, or even the natives, hardly 
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them; anJ ciierelore ajult defcription of thcfc is not to 
be expelled. But norwitbranding the fortifications of 
fhis pai:i :e or caftle, as it is fometimcs called, are very 
mean and inconfiderablc, yet the avenues to it are natu- 
mlly uell defended; for the country round about Acheii 
is full of rivulets, marfhes, and thick woods of cane or 
bamboo, which are alinofi impenetrable, and ver)' hard 
to cut: there are feveral little forts eredfed alfo at pro¬ 
per diltances in the marlhes, where guards are planted 
to prevent any fu rprize. In the k ing s magazi ncs, fame 
authors tvll us, arc found a numerous artillery, and a 
good quantity of fire-arms, and that his guards confift 
of many thou fand men; but that hisgreatefi llrcngth is 
in his elephants, who arc trained up to trample upon 
fire, and ftand unmoved at the report of a cannon ; but 
this we (hall examine more particularly when we come 
toiijcak of the maintenance of the prince, both with 
refpe^fl: to domeftic and military fupplies, for later 
travellers do not feem to admire his power or grandeur. 
The city confifis of 7 or 8000 houfes, which take up 
the more ground bccaufe they are not contiguous, every 
perfon furrounding his dwelling with a p^lifado pale 
that Hands fomc yards dillant from it; except in two or 
three of the principal ftreets where the markets are 
kept, and where foreigners inhabit, who chufe to live 
near one another, to defend themfclves from thieves, 
robberies being very common here. The harbour' 
which is fo large as to be capable of containing any 
niimberofthe largeft fliips, is commanded by a fpucious 
fortrefs encompaffed with a ditch well fortified accord¬ 
ing to the Ital an manner, and mounted with cannon. 
The Englilli, Dutch, Danes, Portugiicfe, Guzarats, and 
Chinefe, are the chief traders in this city. The king 
has a great number of horfes, which, as well as the 
elephants, have rich and magnificent trappings, lie 
is at no expcnce in times of war, for alibis fubjedts are 
obliged to march at their own expcnce, and carry with 
them provilions for-three months: he only furniflics 
them with arms, powder lead, and rice, which is ver) 
mfiing. In peace, it does not coft him any thing 
even for the maintenance of his family, for his fubjedts 
lupply him with all kinds of provifions: they alfo pro¬ 
vide him and his concubines with cloaths. He is 
heir to all his fubjecls w-ho die without iflue male, and 
to all foreigners wdio die within his territories; and 
fuccceds CO the cHates of all thofc who are put to death. 

nrW appears, that the revenue of this 

prince, thoiiah not paid m money, is very confiderablc. 
nrh^r^ ‘habitants of Achen arc more vicious than in 
anHf ^^heyare proud, envious, 

tend neighbours, and yet pre- 

other mr' "'“‘’l^nmanity than the inhabitants of any 
£i 2 in\h sood mechanics; 

dcHcrous in '’n'|e*'ng of gallies; and they are very 
aork w“|l fn^°‘"? ® ‘‘"''hs work : they alfo 

Ikillcd in and fome of them arc 

ly their rhlnf'f '•''e very abllemioiif- 

drink is water ^ quantity of fifli, and their ufual 
they have hi r ^°nd of tobacco, though 

of pipes thn^ ^1 °'^n raifing; and for want 

the inhibiran'r°^' * u ^ the fame manner 

buncho of Coromandel. The 

•“Coin “P "-ith => 

the fmoke rh. .°ne end, and draw 

the lips Th other till it is nearly burnt to 

fcld in the m.hu ™ ^ curioufly formed, and 

They hnfi ^ ■" great quantities. 

'leterniminn- nU jufticc five times a week, for 

of the chiff r. of controverly, in which one 

“ «iminal judge. There is alfo 

quarrels rnhK * * ''“ere cognizance is taken of all 
and there iq committed in the city: 

prefidp^ which the cadi, or chief 

ol an ccclefiafti > concerning all infringements 

determining^^^^^des thefc, there is a court 
foreigners or between merchants, whether 

the cuilonv V* oxad account is kept here of 
2 S^bs, fines, and commodities, belong- 


ouTHEKN Ocean, &c. 29^ 


ingto the king, with n lifi of all the perfons who buy 
duty, or make prefents to him. 
to a fpeedy trial, and the piinilh- 
mcnc IS inflick'd immediately aftar their convidion. If 
a trifling nature, the punifhment for 
me fii (t time IS the lofs only of a hand or fiwt, and the 
lame for thefecoiid ; but for the third, or if they rob to 
a conlidcrable amount, they arc impaled alive. When 
the hand or foot is to be cut oft', the limb is hid on the 
edge of a broad hatchet, and the executioner ftrikes it 
uith a large mallet till the amputation is perfeded ; and 
then they put the flump into a hollow bamboo fhiffed 
with rags or mofs, to prevent the criminal from dying by 
lofs of blood. After he has thus fuftered whether by the 
kings command, or by the fcntence of the. judge, all 
the ignoimny of his crime is wiped off; and if any one 
upbraids him with it, he may kill him with impunity. 
iVIurdcr and adultery are punifhed with death ; and, 
m this cafe the criminal has many executioners, he 
being placed amidfl a number of people, who flab 
him witlyheir daggers; but female offenders arc put 
to death by flranglmg. The king is frequently a fpec- 
catorofthefe pimiftiments, and fometimcs even ads 
as cxccirtioncr: and though fuch a fpcdacle mu ft to 
a feeling mind, appear extremely fhocking, yet fo little 
docs he fccm afteded by it, that inftanccs have been 
known of his executing a criminal, and immediately 
after entertaining himfdf with cock-fighting; a diver- 
lion which in this country is more univerfally cftccmcd 
than any other. 

Having given the fituation of the mofi: confiderahle 
places on the eart-lide of Sumatra, we proceed throueh 
the rtraits of .Sunda to the w eft-coaft ; and advancing 
bom thence towards the north, the firfi Englilh fettle- 

ment we meet with is Sillahar, which lies in .a bay at 

the mouth of a large river of the fame name, in 4 deg. 
S. latitude Here the Englifli have a refidencc, or a 
Imall detachment from Marlborough fort. (cVccled foon 
after the defiruclion of York Eort at Bencoolenl to 
receive the pepper the natives bring hither. Ten 
miles to the northward of Sillahar flands the town of 
Bcncoo cn, where ws the principal fettfoment the Eng- 
lifii had upon the ifiand Sumatra, from the year ifiSc 
to the year 1719, vvhen there happened a general in- 
iurrcction of the natives, who cut off part of the "arri- 
fon ; the reft cfcaping in their boats to fca. 

Bencooicnis known at fea by a high flendcr mountain 
diat rifes 20 miles beyond it in the country, called the 
Sugar-loaf. Before the town ofBcncoolcn there lies an 
ifiand, within which the fiiipping ufually ride; and the 
poult of billabar extending two or three leagues to the 
fonthward of it. inakes a large bay; bcfidcs thtffe 
marks the old Englilfi fort, which fronted towards the 
Tea, might have been difeerned when a fhip came 
vnthinleven or eight miles of the place. The town is 
almoft two miles in compafs, and was inhabited chiefly 
by the natives, who built their houfes upon bamboo 
pillars, as in other parts of the ifiand. The Portuguefe 
Chinefe, and Englifh had each a feparate quarter. The 
Chinefe people built all upon a floor, after the cuftom 
of their country. The Englifh houfe# were after their 
own model; but they found themfclves under a necef- 
fity of building with timber, (chough there was no want 
of brick or Hone), upon account of the frequent earth¬ 
quakes. The adjacent country is mountainous and 
woody, and in forne parts are volcanoes that frequently 
vomit fire. The ffir is very unwholcfomc, and the 
mountains arc generally coveted with thick clouds that 
burft in ftorms of thunder, rain, &c. I'he foil is a 
fertile clay, and the chief produce is grafs; but near 
the fea it is all a morafs. There is a fmall river on the 
N. W. fide of the town, by which the pepper is brought 
here from the inland part of the country; but there is 
a great incon\cnicnce in fiiipping it, on account of a 
dangerous bar at the mouth of the river. The road is 
alfo dangerous for fhips, as it has no other defence from 
the violence of the lla during the S. W. monfoons. 
than a fmall p ace called Rat Ifiand, which, with the 
land point ofSillabar, makes the haven. 
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' The pepper brought ffcrc comes from the territories 
of the t\vo*ncighb :uriiiig rajahs, one of whom rclidcs at 
Sindlc-’dcmond, at the"bottom of a bay lo or I2 mites 
to the noith ; and the other of Bafar, lo miles to the eaft. 
I here two rajahs have houfes in the town, whither they 
come when they have any bufinefs to tranfad with the 
Englitli, who pay them half a dollar duty for every 560 
pounds weight of pepper; and they alfo pay to the 
owner for every fuch quantity 10 Spanifli dollars, weigh¬ 
ing each 17 penny weights and 12 grains. 

The Englilh have alfo other fcttlements to the N. W. 
of the above, particularly at Cattoun, fituated about 40 
miles from Bcncoolen*, Ippo, about 30 miles farther to 
the north; Bantall, which is upwards of too miles north 
of Bcncoolen ; and Mocho, fituated a little to rhe Ibuth 
oflndrapour. There are likewife fcveral good Dutch 
fettlemencs on this iOand, the moft conliderable of which 
is Pullambam, or Pullamban, fituate about 120 miles 
N. li. of Bcncoolen. The chief article of trade here is 
pepper, of which the Dutch have prodigious quantities, 
being under contract with the king of Pullamban, and 
other Indian princes, to rake it at a certain price, one 
half of which they pay in money, and the other in cloth. 
All other nations arc prohibited from trading except 
the Chihefe, by means of whom the Englifli get a fliare 
of their pepper, as our fliips pafs through the flraits of 
Banca. I'hc Dutch formerly carried on a great trade 
here in opium; but as that was found to impoverilh 
the country, by.drawing away its ready cafh, the king, 
in 1708, ordered only three cheflsof about 160 pounds 
each, to be imported ; and chat if any fhould be deteCTred 
in adling contrary to this order, they fliould forfeit not 
only their goods, but their lives alfo. 

Pullambam is a very large town, and pleaflintly 
fituated on the banks of a fine river^ which divides it- 
• felf iittofevcfal branches that run by four channels into 
the’ fea. It continued to be a conliderable city till the 
year 1659, when it was deftroyed by the Dutch, in 
revenge for fome injuries they pretended to have re¬ 
ceived from the natives. About this time the Dutch 
reduced the chief of the kingdoms in the fouth part of 
this ifland; but fcveral of them were afterwards re- 
covered by the natives, who have ever fince remained 
independant. The Dutch have feveral other fadforics 
here; namely, (r.) Bancalis,fituated nearly oppolitc to 
Malacca, on the banks of a fpacious river of its own 
name. I’he chief articles fold by the company here 
arc, cloth and opium ; in return for which, they receive 
gold-duB. The country is very fertile, and in the 
woods and mountains arc prodigious numbers of wild- 
hogs, whofc fleib is exceeding fweet and fat. They have 
likewife fome good poultry, and there arc various kinds 
of fiih in the river. (2.) Siack, fituate on the river 
Andraghima: this is a ‘ very inconfiderable place, on 
account of the unwholefomencfs of the air, which is 
ata-ibuted to the great number of fliads caught in the 
river at a particul ir feafon of the year, for the fake of 
the rocs ; and the reft of the fifti being thrown in heaps, 
corrupt, and exhale peftilential vapours. Thcfe rocs 
the natives pickle, and then dry in fmoke; after which 
they put them in large leaves of trees, and then fend them 
to difterent countries betw'ecn Achen and Siam. They 
call it 'i’urbovv, and reckon it a great delicacy. (3.) 
Pedang, which is fituated about 60 miles fouth of the 
■equator, and has a fine river, where large fliips may 
come up, and ride in fafety; but it is the nioft infig- 
nificant fcttlemcnt the Dutch have on this ifland: it 
produces but a fmall quantity of pepper; and die trade 
in gold is fo trifling, as hardly to defray the natural 
•expenccs attending it. Many other places on this 
ilTand are independant of the Englifli and Dutch; the 
chief of which are the following. 

Priaman, it lies nearly oppofite to Pedang, about 100 
miles N. W. of Indrapour. It is very populous, and 
plentifully fupplicd with moft kinds of provifions. 
The natives carry on a confiderable trade with the in¬ 
habitants of Manimeabo. The Dutch had a fadtoiy 
here.for many years, but were at length driven from it 
by the king of Achen. 

3 


Ticow, another very confiderable place, whi k • 
fituated about feven leagues from DalTaraan,* in 20d ^ 
S. latitude. The inland part of the countr\' ic 


high ; but that next the fea is low', covered with wood^ 
and watered w ith feveral fmall rivers, which rcndT*‘ 
marfliy.' There are, however, many pleafant meadow^ 
well flocked with buffaloes and other horned cattl^ 
which are purchafed at a very eafy price, ft 
affords plenty of rice, poultry, and feveral forts of frub 
as durians, ananas, oranges, citrons, pomegranates,inc* 
Ions, mangoes, cucumbers, and potatoes; but its moft 
valuable produce is pepper, with which it abounds and 
is in quality cftcemed fuperiorto that of any other place 

on the itland. The pepper chiefly grow's at the bottom 

of the mountains; for which reafon thofc parts areex^ 
ceedingly populous. The city ftands about two mib 
from the fea, oppofite to a fmall ifland. ft is bur a 
little mean place, for the city and fuburbs do not con¬ 
tain 800 houfes, which are chiefly built with reeds, and 
are neither 11 rong or commodious. The king isVub- 
jed to the kings of Achen, who appoints a new gover¬ 
nor every three years, and without him the king of 
Ticow cannot execute any bufinefs of importance. The 
governor, therefore, is the perfonapplied to by foreigners 
in the tranfading of bufinefs, and even the natives pay 
him the moft diftinguiflicd refped. The inhabitants of 
the city arc Malayans, but the inland parts are pof- 
feffed by the natives, who difow'n the king of Achen's 
authority,.and have a peculiar language and king of 
their own. This part of the country produces great 
quantities of gold, which the natives exchange with 
the Dutch, or the inhabitants near thecoaft, for pepper, 
fair, iron, cotton, rcd-cloth, and Surat pearls. The'air 
here is very unhealthy, particularly- from July to Octo¬ 
ber, and the people are very fubjed to tevers, which are 
fo violent in their nature, as feldom to admit of a cure ; 
fothat were it not for the pepper, no ftranger \^ould 
venture to go near them. Every perfon wdio trades to 
this place, mull have a licence for that purpofe from 
the king of Achen; and when that is obtained, they 
cannot be interrupted cither by the king or governor 
of Ticow'. They fell their pepper by baharsof 116 
pounds avoirdupois : and the king of Achen has 15 per 
cent, put of all that is fold, that is, feven and a half for 
the expoitof the pepper, and feven and a half for the 
import of the merchandize given in exchange for that 
commodity. 

Barras, which belongs to the king of Achen, is one 
of the moft confiderable places on the weft coafl; it is 
fituated on a fine river near the center between Ticojv, 
and Achen, and, like the former, no perfon mud trade 
here without pcrmiffion from the king. This place 
produces great plenty of gold, camphire, and ben|amin» 
the latter of which ferves the natives inftcad of money. 
The country is very pleafant, and abounds with nec, 
and feveral forts of the moft delicious fruits. The 
Dutch and Englifh, as alfo the inhabitants ofthe coalt, 
buy up the camphire here, in order to carry it for Surat, 
and the flraits of Sunda. . 

The province of Andzigzi is frmll, but remarka c 
for producing great quantities of pepper: and gold is 
cheaper here than in any other part of the ifland. 

Jamly is fituated on a river on the eaft-fide w i 
ifland, about 50 miles from the fea. In 2 deg. S. ^ ' 
tude. Great quantities of pepper are produced m * 
which is faid to be much fuperior in quality to 
of Andrigri. The Dutch had a fadTory here, 
confiderable of all their fcttlements on the 
they withdrew from it in 1710. The Englifli baa 
wife a fadtory near it, which they alfo quitted on acc 
of the obftrudlions they met with from the Dote 

their trade. r a anJ 

Pedir is fituated about 30 miles eaftof Acne 
is a large territory: it has the advantage of an 
lent river. The foil is very fertile, ^ the 
produces fuch quantities of rice, that it is ca 
granary of Achen. It alfo produces a large ^ • 

of filk, part of which is wove by the 
ftufts, tte are valued in moft parts 
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idami and the roll is fold to the inhabitants of the coafl 

under the equinoaial, is a large 
j e iituated at the foot of a very high mountain, but 
fs remarkable only for producingpeppcr, which is both 
large and excellent in its quality 

Cinquelc produces annually a large quantity of cam- 
hire which the inhabitants of Surat, on the coall of 
Coromandel, purchafe for 15 or 16 rials the coH; or 28 
ounces. Daya abounds in rice and cattle. 

In the iOand of Sumatra, they have a fmall breed of 
horfes; they have alfo buHaloes, deer, goats, hogs, 
ty«Tcrs,' hog-deers, monkics, fquirrels, guanoes, porcu¬ 
pines/alligators, ferpents, fcorpions, mulkatoes, and 
other* infeSs : from the hog-decr is obtained a fpecies 
of the bezoar-Honc, which is of a dark brown colour, 
and ha^ two coats; a fmall quantity of this Hone, dif- 
folvcd in any liquor, will remove an oppreffion of the 
Homach, rectifies foul blood, and refiores the appetite: 
it is alfo very efficacious in other diforders incident to 
haman nature. Here are alfo hens, ducks, and other 
poultry; pigeons, doves, parrots, parakeets, maccaws 
and fmall birds; fea and river filh alfo arc very plenti¬ 
ful, and turtle or fea tortoife. They have elephants, 
but they are fiippofed not to be natives. Rice if much 
the grcatefl part of their food in all their meals : Hrong 
foup, made of fielh or filh, and a very little meat high 
feafoned, ferves to cat with their rice. The Maho¬ 
metans that inhabit the coafl, abflain frojii fwines Hefli, 
and from Hrong liquors, as they do in all countries of 
the fume faith. I'he mountaineers will eat any fielh, 
except beef, the bull being one of the objects of their 
worliiip, and if wc could give any crediu^o their neigh¬ 
bours, the people of Achen, they eat human flefh; but 
the world is pretty well fatisfied by this time that there 
are no nations of cannibals. Their common drink is 
tea, or plain water; but they fometimes ufe the liquor 
of young cocoa-nuts, which is very cooling and pleaiant. 
They always fit crofs-legged on the floor at their meals. 
Their falutacions arc much the fume as in other Afiatic 
countries. 

Learning is not to be expedled here. The common 
language is the Malayan tongue, and the koran and re¬ 
ligious books of the Mahometans are written in Arabic, 
which is now a dead language. They have indeed the 
ufe of letters here, as they have almofi: in every other 
eaftern nation except China ; but thofe gentlemen were 
fo IcU-fufficienr, fo much above being taught by peo¬ 
ple they look upon as their inferiors, that they hav^e now 
the Icafi pretence to learning of any nation on the face 
of the earth. The Mahometans of Sumatra fpcak and 
write the Malayan language. The Pagan mountaineers 
have a language peculiar to thcmfclvcs. As the Ma¬ 
layans write from the right-hand to the left, the 
mountaineers write as we do, from the left-hand to 
the right; and inficad of pen, ink, and paper, they 
write, or rather engrave, with a ftile on theoutfide of 
a bamboo cane; the Malays, indeed, ufe ink and a 
coarfc brown paper. Both nations arc poor accomp- 
tants, and are forced to make ufe of the Banians that 
rdidc amongfi them as their clerks, when they have 
any confidcrablc accpuncs to make up, the Banians 
eingiaid to be poirdfed of great abilities in this par- 
world'* ^ fiomc ot the lharpell traders in the 


1C inhabitants of this ifland arc in general of a 
0 emte llaturc, and a vciy fwarthy complexion: they 
hni//- high check bones: their 

black, and they take great pains to dye 
with black : they likcwill* bclincar thcmfelvcs 
lluncr^* ^ other hot countries, to prevent being 
inp- 1ft ^ infedls ; and let their nails grow excecd- 
(idntr?K’ them till they are tranfparcnt, and 

nal-i5 wermilUon : the poorer fort go almofi: 

the w^ fiiiall pieccof cloth faftened round 
hnen^^ nbout their heads they w ear a piece of 

of a bar made of leaves, refembling the crown 

better fft *’ no fiioes or fiockings. The 

3*6 tlrawcrs or breeches, and a piece of cal- 


^ wrapped about their loins, and thrown over 
the left fhoulder, and they wear fandals on their feet, 
when in towns. They arc very proud and revengeful 
in their difpolitions; and arc fo indolent, that they wifi 
neither endeavour to improve themfelves in arcs and 
fciences, or in hulbandry, but fuffer their manufaelures 
to be neglecfted, and their lands to lie without cultiva¬ 
tion. If foreigners, therefore, were not to fupply their 
dcfcxfls, they would in all probability fufilT themfelves 
to be reduced to a favage fiatc, and only preferve their 
exificncc, like the beafis of the country, with what the 
earth fponcancoufly produces. The king has no other 
Handing forces than his guards, but depends on his 
militia, which, as we hinted above, are as numerous as 
the people in his kingdom, all who are able to bear 
arms, are obliged to appear under arms whenever they 
are fummoned. They have fcarce any fortified towns 
and cafiles, but what are natural; and the country Teems 
to be fo inaccelhble, that the natives boafl it has never' 
been conquered by any foreign power; but this mufi be 
a mifiake, for the prefcnc generation, who arC mafiers 
of the north fxirc of the ifland and the fcvi-coafi, are 
not the original inhabitants, but came from Egypt and 
Arabia,^ and having driven the Pagans up into the 
mountains, fucceeded them on the fea-^coafis. The 
religion of Mahomet is profelfed at Achen, and upon 
all the coafls of Sumatra; but they arc not fuch bi-^ 
gotted zealots as they are in fome ocher Mahometan 
countries. Their temples or niofqucs are but meanly 
built, fomc of them no better than cottages. The 
chiefpriefi relides at Achen, and has a great influence 
on affairs of fiatc. Their marriage coiuradds arc made 
before their priefts, who are judges in cafes of divorce, 
as well as in civil caufes. Their priefis alfo aflifi at their 
celebration of their funeral rites, as in ocher Mahometan 
ftates. 

This, as well as the reft of the Indian iflands, was, 
no doubt, firfi peopled from the neighbouring conti¬ 
nent. I’he Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Arabians aftcr-^ 
wards trafficed with them; and we find Solomon dc- 
firing Hiram, king of Tyre, to lend him fl^ilful mari¬ 
ners to pilot his fleet into thefe Teas ; and the Ophir 
mentioned in feripture, is fuppofed to be this very 
ifland, from whence he fetched his gold. The Ara¬ 
bians and other nations bordering on the red-fea, after¬ 
wards planted colonies here, and became fo potent, 
that they drove the former inhabitants up into the 
mountains, and poirdfed the coafi. The Portuguefc 
found the defeendants of thofe nations fixed on the 
Ihorcs of the Indian continent as well as the iflands 
when they arrived there. The Portuguefc enjoyed the 
foie traffic with this and the adjacent iflands for near 
100 years, viz. from the year 1500 almofi to the year 
of our Lord r 6oo, when other nations followed them 
round the Cape of Good Hope, and put in for a lhare 
of the Indian trade. Some writers alTurc us, that this 
kingdom has been ever governed by queens; others 
affirm that there never was a queen regent here; we 
inay, however, take the middle way, and allow that 
it has been fubjedt both to kings and queens certain 
it is, a king was upon the throne when wc firfi vificed 
this ifland, bccaufe we have his letter which he wrote 
to queen Elizabeth, and kings have of late years filled 
that throne. 

The inhabitants of the mountains arc governed by 
the chiefs of their rcfpcClivc tribes, who arc under a 
nccclliry ol maintaining a good corrcfpondcncc amonc^ 
themfelves in order to defend their country againfi thetr 
powerful neighbours; for as they are poirdfed of all 
the gold the ifland produces, there is no doubt but the 
Mahometan princes that lie round them, would make 
an effort to fubdue thofe golden mountains, if their 
princes were at variance: or if they did nor, the Dutch 
would find a way to their gold, if they Ihould find their 
chiefs divided: for the Dutch are polfclfcd of fcvcral 
ftrong places and countries in the ifland, which would be 
fupported in fuch an enterprife by fleets and forces from 
Batavia and Malacca, that lie bux a very litde difiance 
from them. 

4 F The 
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the WORLD Complett 

The coins of the country arc, firft caili, or pieces of 

lead, 1500 of vvhrch make one mas, valued at 15 pence, 
which is a gold coin. A pollum or copang is a quarter 
of a mas, 16 mas is one tael, which is an imaginary 
coin, and equivalent to 20 iliillings fterling j dollars and 
other Spanilh coins alfo are current here. With re- 
fpeet to their weights, five tael, niakc a buncal, 20 
buncals one catty, and 100 catty one pccul, being 132 
pounds Englilh; three peculs arc a China bahar of 
396 pounds China weight; and of Malay weight, at 
Achen422 pounds 15 ounces, and at Bencoolcn, and 
the reft of the weftem coaft, a bahar is 500 pounds 
great weight, or 560 pounds Englifti. 'Fhcy make 
their payments at Achen oftener in gold pieces than 
in coin. 

Several other iflands belong to Sumatra, among 
which is one called by the inhabitants Pulo Lanchakay, 
and, by the natives of Achen, Pirfo, Lada, or the iOand 
of Peppet. This is a large iOand, lituated in 6 deg. 

15 min. N. latitude. In the centre of it arc two high 
mountains feparated from each other by a very narrow 
valley ; and at ,the foot of thefe mountains is a plain 
at leaft 12 miles in length. Pepper is produced in 
it; but the ifland is very thinly inhabited. The foil 

6 f the plain is well calculated for all kinds of drugs, 
fruit, rice,and cattle; and, as it has fcveralgood fprings 
and rivers, it might produce excellent pafturagc ; but 
the inhabitants only attend to the cultivation of pep¬ 
per, that being the article which turns out moft to their 
advantage. The other parts of the ifland are covered 
with thick woods, in which are fomc remarkable ftrait 
and lofty trees. The w inds are wefterly from the be¬ 
ginning of July to the end of October, during which 
time they have very heavy rains; and the climate, as 
in other parts of the fame latitude, is very unw hole- 
fome. The ifland at prefont produces 500,000 pounds 
weight of pepper annually, w'hich is faid to be prefera¬ 
ble to that of any other place in the Indies. I'hc in¬ 
habitants are Malayans, but arc naturally better dif- 
pofed than thofe of Achen; their habits aremlich the 
fame in make, but not fo elegant: they arc very zealous 
Mahometans, and in^ their cuftoms and ways of living 
differ little from the inhabitants of Achen. 

The ifland of Lingen is fituated about 60 miles N. 

E. 6f Jamby, and about the fame diftance to the S. E. 
of Johore. It is 50 miles in length, and jo in breadth ; 
the interior part of it is very mountainous, but that 
next the fca lies low, and is very fertile. It produces 
pepper and canes, and in fomc parts of it arc great 
numbers of porcupines. That of Banca is very large, 
being at leaft 150 miles in length, aud about 20 in 
breadth. The natives, like moft of the Malayans, are 
treacherous, and very unhofpitable to ftich ftrangers as 
unfortunately happen to be fhipwrecked on the coaft. 
At the mouth of the ftraits of Banca is Lucipara, a fmall 
ifland but fo barren, that it has but few inhabitants, and 
only produces a fmall quantity of pepper. I'here arc 
feveral other fmall iflands belonging to Sumatra, moft 
of which are eibher uninhabited, or fo infignificant as 
not to merit a particular defeription. 

Java, one of the Sunda iflands, is fituate in the In¬ 
dian ocean, between 102 and 113 degrees of eaft longi¬ 
tude, and between 5 and 8 degrees of fouth latitude, 
being yoomilcs long, and upwards of 100broad, having 
the ifland of Bornea on the north, the ftraits of Bally on 
the eaft, the Indian ocean on the fouth, and the ftraits 
of Sunda (from whence it is called one of the Sunda 
Iflands) on the N. W. 

The air of Java, near the fea, is generally unhcalthful, 
unlefs where the bogs have been drained, and the lands 
cultivated; there it is much better, and in the middle 
of the ifland much more fo. The worft weather upon 
the north coaft of Java is during the w cfterly monfoon, 
which begins the firft week in November, when they 
have fomc rain. In December the rains incrcafe, and it 
blows frclh, and in January it blow s ftill harder, and the 
rains continue very heavy till themiddleofF'ebruary,w hcn 
both the wind and rains become more moderate and dc- 
creafe,till chccndofMarch. Their fairfeafon commences 

in April, the winds arc then variable, ajid it is 

calm, only at the change of the moon there are f 
gufts of wind from the weft. In the beginning of M 
thecaftern monfoon becomes cqprtant, and in L * ' 
July there is a little rain ; but in this monfoon 
generally clear, wholefomc weather, until the 
September. In October the cafterly wind blows fii f 
and in November the wefterly monfoon fets in ’ ’ 
w hen the wefterly wind and currents are ftronrreft?^’ 
namely, in December, January and Februinv, thcr^^^’ 
no failing againfl: them. The cafterly winds andTui* 
rents are more moderate; (hips may fail atyainft tV* 
monfoon, and a (hip may come from thc^wclhvad 
through the ftraits of Sunda to Batavia almoft at an-* 
time. There is good anchoi*agc on the Java fide 1 
20 or 30 fathoms water: near the coaft of java and 
Borneo, from .April to November, they have land and 
fea breezes from different points; the wind blows from 
the'land between one and four in the morning, and con 
tinues till noon ; at one or two in the afternoon ii blows 
frefti from the fca for five or fix hours. 

A chain of mountains runs through the middle of 
the ifland from E. to W. which arc covered with fine 
woods. It is faid thefe mountains produce great quan¬ 
tities of gold ; but Jthe natives conceal it from the Eu- 
ropeans. The moft diftinguifhed of thefe mountab 
is called the Blue Mountain. The low lands are flooded 
in the time of the rains. Along the north coaft of Java 
are fine groves of cocoa-nut .trjees, and wherever we fee 
one of thefe groves, we do not fail to meet with a vil, 
lage of the natives. 

The ifland was antiently divided into abundance of 
petty kingdom# and ftates, and when admiral Drake 
vifited this ifland in his voyage round the globe, in 
the year 1579, he relates there were five kingdoms in 
it. We may now divide it into two parts, 1. The north 
coaft, which is under the dominion of the Dutch; and, 
2. The fouth coaft, fubjedf to the kings of Palamboan 
and Matarara- Bantam was, till lately, the moll con- 
fiderable kingdom of Java, but this king is nowa vaflal 
to the Dutch. We fliall here give fome account of that 
city. 

Bantam, once the metropolis of a great kingdom 
(till the Dutch deftroyed it, and depofed the king,) 
is feared in a plain at the foot of a mountain, out of 
which iflucs three rivers, or rather one river dividing 
itfelf into tliree branches, two whereof furround the 
town, and the other runs through the middle of it. 
The qircuinference of this city, when in its g^ory, was 
not Icfs than 12 miles, and very populous. It lay 
open towards the land; but had a very good wall 
to the fca, fortified with baftions, and defended by a 
numerous artillery; and the palace, or rather caltlc, 
where the king refided, was no mean fortification; 
befidcs which there were fevei'al public buildings and 
palaces of the great men, which made no ordinary figure 
in this country. It was alfo one of the greateft poruJ 
in the caftern feas, to which all nations relorced, butn 
now become a wretched poor place, and has neither 
trade or any thing to render it dcfirablc. The principal 
inhabitants are removed, and the buildings ruined, their 
king deprived of his fovcrcignty, and become a v’alial 
to the Dutch. 

Batavia, by the Indian.^ named Jacatra, and bytnc 
natives and Chinefe Calacka, or Calappa, as they cal 
the fruit of the cocoa-trccs, (which arc ver)' comn^ 
here, and faid to be fuperior to any in the Indies) Iw*! 
in 6 deg. S. latitude, longitude from London 106, an 
ftands about 40 miles to the eaft ward of Bantam; 
fituated at the bottom of a fine bay, in which 

17 or 18 fmall iflands, which break the violence o\ t 
winds and waves; infomuch that 1000 fail 
here very fccurely. Two large piers runs out na 
mile into the fea, between which 100 flaves arc 
ftantly employed, in taking up the mud and foil w 
is waihed out of the town, or the mouth of the t* 
would be foon choaked up. I'he city of the fame na 
ftands in a flat country, and is almoft fquarc, and a 
the bignefs of Briftol, regularly built like 
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Holland bur with white ftonc. Their ftreets arc wide 

nd llrait, and in r 2 or 15 of the principal are canals. 
Led with ftone, and planted with ever-greens: the 
fics of the ftreets alfo arc paved, and over their canals 
are reckoned no lefsthan 56 ftone bridges ; after which 
defeription there cannot be much occalion to teW the 
rcLer that the place is extremely plcafant, and that 
cLellcrs are furprized with its beauty; It is furround- 
ed with a good wall, and 22 baftions well furniftied with 
cannon, and Co contrived as to be of equal fervice againrt 
an infurredion in the city, as againft a foreign enemy; 
the guns being eafily brought to point down the prin¬ 
cipal ftreets. 

The hoiifcs are plain, but very neat, and behind them 
arc large gardens well ftocked with herbs and vegeta¬ 
bles, and moft kinds of fruit. They have fevcral hand 
fomc public buildings, fuch as the great church: the 
ftadt-noufe, the holpitals, the fpin-houfe or houfe of 
correction, the peft-houfe, Chinefe hofpital, the houfe of 
artifans, &c. And there are two churches built for the 
reformed Portuguefe, and another for the Malays; but 
they do not allow' either the Papifts or Lutherans the 
public cxercife of their religion. The fort (lands upon 
the weft fide of the city, and commands both the town 
and road: it is very large, and has four royal baftions 
faced with ftone, but has no moat except the canals, 
which lie at fome diftance from the rampart, may have 
beenmiftaken for moats : they are about 25 feet broad, 
and fordable in moft places ; the inlide of the fort is 
crowded with buildings, there being the general’s houfe, 
as well as the houfes of moft of the principal officers, 
and companies fervants: in the middle of the city there 
is a large (quarc, which ferves as a parade for the gar- 
rifon, on the wcft-fide of which ftands the great church, 
on the fouth the ftadt-houfe, on the north a fine range 
of buildings, and on the eaft is one of their great canals: 
there are alfo fevcral fpacious market-places in the city. 
The fuburbs reach almoft half a league into the country, 
and form a town larger than the former but not fo com¬ 
pact: being intemiixcd with kitchen gardens and or¬ 
chards. Here the Chinefe chiefly live, and here they 
have their temples and burydng places, and the free ex- 
creife of their religion, w hich is denied the Lutheran 
proceftants. In this part of the tow'n alfo live the Ma¬ 
lays, and native Javans, and other nations, which the 
Dutch have tranfplanted from Banda, Ainboyna, &c. 

*1 here are fmall forts ereded every w'ay, at two or three 
leagues diftance from the town, to defend the avenues; 
the Dutch being confeious that the king of Mataran 
and the natives w’ould lay hold of any opportunity of re- 
plTening thcmfelves of their country, and driving the 
Hollanders from their coafts, however they may feem 
to acquicfcc and tacitly confent, according to the mo- 
phrafe, to be infultcd and tyrannized over by the 
Uutch, there is not a nation in India but would gladly 
throw oft the yoke, and declare in behalf of liberty, and 
^’bo (hould come to their relief, 
he people who inhabit the city and fuburbs of Ba- 
"t'la being formed of various nations, who all pre- 
er\c thcdrclTes, modes, and cufloms of their refpec- 
jvc countries, they confequently exhibit a very ftrange 
ppearance ; we (hall therefore, for the information of 
Th ^ particular defeription of them. 

tnH K tiot only drive the greateft retail 

but arc many of them good mechanics; they 
(ifliery, excifo and cuftcmis, and 
nur/ bcnifclycs to huibandry and gardening; to ma- 
cultivate the rice, cotton, and fugars w’hich 
and aJ* ^^bout Batavia and other great towns; 

as well ^be Dutch, it is faid, in their thriftinefs, 

with coining and over reaching ihofc they deal 

alter* rh r n ^ gown of filk or callico, 

^vounH if . *^bcir country, and wear their hair 

faftcnefl ^. *11 u hinder part of the head, and 

bodkins; for w hich every one pays a ccr- 
nriuM The Dutch company allow 

li^'crnor Chinefe; for they have not only a 

arc ^ nation, w ho manages their afl'airs, 

0 allowed a reprefontative in the council. 
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They bring tea and porcelanc hither from China; but 
they w ho are employed for this purpdfe, muft hot con¬ 
tinue on the ifland longer than (ix mohth.^. They have 
(iiigular maxims in the interment of their dead i for 
they will never open the fame grave W'here any ortc has 

.^ buried; their burial grounds, therefore, in the 
neighbourhood of Batavia, cover a prodigious fpace of 
giound, for w'hich the Dutch make thciii pay large 
fums. In order to preferve the body they make the 
colhn of very thick wood, not with planks fafteiicd to¬ 
gether, but cut out of a (olid peace like a canoe; the 
coffin, being covered and put into the grave, is fur- 
r^nded with a kind of mortar about eight inches 
thick, which in time becomes as hard as (lone. A 
great number of weeping women, hired on purpofe, at¬ 
tend the funeral, bcfidcs the relations of the dcceafcd. 
In Batavia, the law requires that ev^ry man flitiuld be 
biirieU according to his rank ; fo that if the deccafed 
has not left money lufficient to pay his funeral cxpences, 
an officer takes an invcntoiy of his goods, which arc 
fold, and out of the produce he buries him in the man¬ 
ner preferi bed. 

The greateft merchants here are the Dutch, who arc 
alfo very good mechanics; they keep the chief inns and 
moft places of public entertainment. They pay two 
reals a month for their licence, and 70 for every pipe 
they fell of Spanilh wine; but thefc inn-kcepers arc tar 
frorn being obliging to their guefts, and particularly to 
foreigners. Here arc alfo great numbers of Portu¬ 
guefe; and in order to diftingufti them from other 
Europeans, they arc called by the natives Oran-ferante, 
or Nazarcnc men. They in general fpeak the Ma¬ 
layan language, but fomc of them a corrupt dialedl of 
the Portuguefe; and they have all renounced their 
religion, by profefting the principles of Luther. They 
are chiefly employed in the moft fervile offices : fomc 
of them are handicraftfmcn, others get their living by 
hunting, and the greateft number by walhing linen. 
They have fo clofely followed the cuftoms and manners 
of the Indians, that they are only diftinguiftied from 
them by their features and complexion, their (kin being 
confldcfably lighter, and their nofes not fo flat; and 
the manners of adjufting their hair conftitutes the only 
difference in their drels. Mod of the inhabitants have 
very tawny complexions. I'he Malays wear a fliort 
coat w'ith (Irait fleeves, and a cloth about their loins, 
binding their temples with a piece of linen, in which 
they enclofe part of their hair, the reft hanging dowm. 
I'hc women wear a waillcoat and a cloth about their 
wairt, which reaches half way down their legs, and 
ferves inftcad of a petticoat; they wear nothing but their 
hair on their heads, and go bare-foot. The men get 
their living by filliing, and have (bme retail tmde, 
though not comparable to the Chinefe. They profeO 
the Mahometan religion; but arc naturally very prcN- 
fligate, and will not fcruple to commit crimes of the 
moft infamous nature. 

The Amboyncle wear vefts, and wrap a piece of 
callico feveral times about their heads, the ends whereof 
hang dow'ii. Their w'omen only wrap a piece of callioo 
about their loins, throwing part of it over their breads 
and fliouldcrs, their legs and arms bare; the men arc 
moft of them carpenters, and Ibmc of thc(e, as well as 
of the other nations, the Dutch inlifl in their troops, 
being efteemed brave bold fellows, but given to mu¬ 
tiny, as the Dutch relate, by which they probably mean, 
they arc not yet reconciled to flavery. Their houfes 
are made of wood, and covered with branches of trees; 
they are pretty lofty, and the floors are divided intp 
fepai-ate apartments, fo that one houfe w’ill contain 
fevcral families. The native javanefe wear a kind 
of fcull cap, but their bodies are naked to the middle, 
wrapping a piece of filk or callico about their loins, 
which reaches below the middle of their legs, which 
are bare. The women cover their bodies with a piece 
of filk or callico, and have another piece wrapped 
about their loins, and drefs in their hair. The meh 
are employed in hulbandry and fifhing, or in build¬ 
ing country boats. There is like wife a mixed brepd, 

called 
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called Topalfes or Mandikers,confifting of feveral na¬ 
tions, incorpoi'ated with the Dutch, and have greater 
privileges than the reft. Many of thefc are merchants, 
and differ but little in their habits, or way of life from 
the Dutch, only the men wear large breeches or trow- 
fers, which reach down to their ancles. The women 
tie up their hair in a roll on their heads, wear a waift- 
coat, and a petticoat of filk or callico, which reaches 
down to their feet. Thefe live both in city and fuburbs, 
their houfes are feveral ftories high, built of brick or 
ftone, and very neatly furniflied within. The Macaf- 
fars, whofe anceftors polfelfed the ifland of Celebes, ; 
and were cnflaved by the Dutch, though they went 
almoft naked in their mother country, wrar cloathing ^ 
here. Several of the Timorcans, inhabitants of an ; 
ifland of Eaft China, having been brought hither by | 
the Dutch, now conftitute part of the people of Batavia. 
The habits and curtoms of thefc and of the Macaflars, 
are nearly the fame: their chief employment is huf- 
bandry and gardening. As many of them profels 
Chriftianity, and are conformable to the Dutch in their 
religion and cuftoms, it is to be prefumed they clothe 
themfelvcs as the Hollanders do. Some of the negroes 
here arc pedlars, and hawk about the ftreets glafs-beads 
and coral; others follow mechanical trades; but the 
moft conliderable of them deal in frcc-ftone, which 
they bring from the neighbouring illands. Thefe peo¬ 
ple are chiefly Mahometans. All the inhabitants en¬ 
joy liberty of confcience ; but they are not allowed to 
excrcifc their dilferent modes of worlhip. Priefts and 
monks are permitted to live here, but they are prohi¬ 
bited from being publickly fecn in the refpeclivc habits 
of their prieftly orders. 

As the women of Java arc remarkable for their amo¬ 
rous difpofition and conftancy to the man they cfpoufc, 
and expect that the man Ihould be equally conftant, if 
her lover goes aft ray, flic makes no fcruple to prepare a 
dofc for him. An old traveller, u'ho feems much 
enamoured with the Javanefe ladies, gives this def- 
cription of them; he obfci*vcs that they arc much fairer 
than the men, have good features, little fwcllingbreafts, 
a foil air, fprightly eyes, a moft agreeable laugh, and a 
bewitching mien,* efpccially in dancing; that they ex- 
prefs the greateft fubmiflion to their hiilband, proftra- 
ting thcmlelves before him w-hen he enters the houfe. 
Polygamy prevails here; the Javanefe have feveral 
wives bdides female flaves, of whom they make con¬ 
cubines when they lee fit. There being a fcarcity of 
European women, the Dutch are allowed to marry' a 
native, provided ftie will profefs Chriftianity, which ftie 
is feldom aveife to, as it gratifies her pride; a Chrif- 
tian and the wife of aDutchman taking place of a native 
Javanclb, and being allowed a great many privileges, 
w'hich the natives cannot enjoy; and her hulband is 
obliged to confine hiinfelf to herbed, and bring no rivals 
into the family. 

Rice is the principal grain that grows here. They 
have alfo plantations of fugar, tobacco, and coffee: their 
kitchen gardens are well repleniftied with cabbages, 
purflain, letticc, parfley. fennel, melons, pompions, 
potatoes, cucumbers, and radifhes. Here are alfo all 
manner of Indian fruits, fuch as plantains, bananas, 
cocoas, ananas, mangoes, mangoftecns,durions, oranges 
of feveral forts; limes, lemons, the betel and arek nut; 
o-ums of feveral kinds, particularly benjamin: in March 
they plant rice, and their harveft is in July. In Oclober 
they have the greateft plenty of fruit, but they have 
r»mc all the year. They have good timber, cotton, 
and other trees proper to the climate, befidcs oak, 
cedar, and feveral kinds of red wooti. The cocoa-tree 
is verv comiiion, which is of univerfal ufc, affording 
.them meat, drink, oil and vinegar; and of the fibres cf 
the bark they make them cordage; the branches cover 
their houfes, and they w rite on the leaves w-ith a ftecl 
ftile, and with the tree, and the great bamboo cane, 
.they build their houfes, boats and other veftcls. Here 
.arc buHaloes and fome oxen, and a fmall breed of 
-horfes. The few flieep we find here have hair, rather 
.than wool, and their tielh is dry. Their hogs, w'ild and 
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tame, are the beft meat we find there, or in any other 
countries bctw'een the tropics; and their vcnifont 
good: here arc alfo tygers and other wild beads, ern 
codiles, porcupines, ferpents, fcorpions, locufts.’anda 
multitude of infeds. Monkies of various kinds arc 
found here, alfo flying fquirrels; and a remarkable 
animal called jackoa ; it is almoft like a lizard, is very 
malicious, and darts its urine at every thing \vhich 
offends it; the urine is of fuch a quality, that it will 
canker the tlclh, and if the part is not immediately cut 
out, the object on which it falls mult immediately 
perifti. Few accidents, however, happen from thy 
creature, as it always gives notice of its lituation from 
the fingularity of its voice, fo that the natives, as well 
as animals, have an opportunity of efcapingic. The 
food, faluuitions, and diverfions of the Indians in this 
ifland, are the fame as in Borneo and Sumatra, and 
therefore need not to be repeated here. The Dutch 
travel in coaches, and on horfcback, and fometirncs In 
pelanquins, or covered couches, carried on men's 
Ihoulders, as the Indians do, with a grand retinue. Not 
any of the nations ofEuropc are fulfcred to tradetojava, 
but from China 14 or 15 junks of 200 or 300 ton, u(ed 
to come every year in November or December, and ix- 
turn home in June; which furniflied the Dutch with 
the merchandize of China upon ealier terms than they 
could purchafe it in that country ; and this is the rca- 
fon the Dutch fo feldom viiic that kingdom, and per¬ 
mit other nations ro trade thither, which they could 
prevent if they pleafed, by flnitting up the flraiis of 
Sunda and Malacca, which the fquadrons of men of 
war they always keep in India, enable them to do. 
Bcfidcs the goods imported to Batavia by the Chinefe, 
the Dutch themfclves import the produce of Japan, the 
Spice Iflands, Pcrlia, Surat, Bengal, the coail of Coro¬ 
mandel and Malabar, and all the merchandize of Eu¬ 
rope and Africa. Never were fuch magazines of goods 
laid up in any city, as are to be found in Batavia, ex¬ 
cept in Amfterdam itlclf; and as they barter the goods 
of one country for another, the Indian trade is fo far 
from diminilhing their treafure, that it brings them in 
more gold and filver than any other traffic. 

The Dutch governor of Batavia takes great Hate upon 
him, and has in reality the power of a fovercign prince. 
A troop of horfe-guards precede his coach when he goes 
out, halberdiers furroiind the coach, and a company ol 
foot-guards march after it, cloathed in yellow faitin, 
enriched with lilver lace and fringe; and the governors 
lady has her guards, and is attended in all rafpe^. 
both within and in public, with a dignity equal to that 
of a queen. The moft conliderable officer next to him 
is the diredlor-gcneral, whofe bufincls is to purcwlc 
fuch commodities as are brought to the port, and w 
difpofe of fuch as arc taken from it. He is (bic n^lcr 
of all the magazines, and has the^fupreinc dirccaono 
every thing that relates to the commercial intcrelt 
the company. . , 

Batavia being a place of the greateft trade in in » 
the cuftoms muft be very conliderable; 
as the inhabitants are in general wealthy., and aln ^ 
every article is fubjccl to a duty. The taxes are p 
monthly; and to favc the charge and trouble 
ing them, on the day they become due a Hag 
played on the top of a houfe in the center ol the t^^,' 
and all parties are obliged miined-jately to 
money to the proper officers appointed to 
fame. The money current here conlifts ot fev^ra 
as ducats, which arc valued at 132 ftivers; j jjj, 
at 80 ftivers; imperial rix-dollars, at 60; rupees 
tavia, at 30; fchcllings, at fix; df’^blc cheys,^.^^^ 
ftivers and an half; and doits, at one-fourth 0 ^ 
Some of thefe coins arc of two Ibrts, though oM 
denomination, namely, milled and unmilled, t ^ 
of which is of moft value; a milled 
80 ftivers, but an unmilled one is not worthy 
72. All accounts arc kept in rix-doHai’^ 
which are here merely nominal coins, like 
fterling- The Dutch, befidcs their land forces," • 
very numerous, have mcji of war fufficient to 
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fleets they are likely to meet with on the Indian leas : 

and from their great ftrength and importance in this 
nart of the globe, they alTume the title of ** Sovereigns 
of all the feas, from the Cape of Good Hope caftward^ 
to Cape Horn in America." 

Che^rcbon isficuate about 8o miles eafl of Batavia : it 
is a place of confiderable extent, and where the Dutch 
have a la( 5 toiy. The country is very fertile, and pro¬ 
duces moft kinds of provifions, particularly rice. The 
inhabitants arc under the dotrtinion of four great lords, 
called fultans, one of whom is particularly attached to 
the Dutch, and for that reafon is diftinguinied from 
the reH: by the name of the company’s fultan. The reft, 
indeed, may not be undeferving of the like epithet, as 
they arc in allia^ .ce with the Dutch, whofe friendfliip 
they endeavour to preferve, and whom they conlider as 
their foie protedors; for had it not been for them, 
thefc petty princes would have been reduced to the fub- 
jc^ion of the king of Bantam, who made inroads on 
their diftrid, but was rcpulfcd by the intcrpofition of 
the Dutch. Since this circumftance, the fultans have 
teflified their gratitude by granting many diftinguilhed 
privileges to their protedors in thefe dominions. The 
chief perfon belonging to the Dutch fadory here is called 
the rclidcnt, who correfponds with the governor-general 
of Batavia, but is folely independant ofany other olficcr. 
Here is a good fort, where the Dutch have a garrifon 
conlifting of So" men; about a mile and a half from 
which is a large temple containing the tombs offevcral 
of the princes of Chcrebon. It is a lofty building of 
variegated ftoncs, and very elegantly ornamented within. 
The generality of their priefts rclidc near this temple, 
the whole order of whom are treated with the moft dif- 
tinguilbed refped by the inhabitants. We flvall ncAv 
proceed to the defcriptioii of Palamboan and Maturam, 
the latter of which is fubjed to the Dutch. 

Palamtxian, the capital of the kingdom of that name, 
isfituate in 114 deg. of E. long, and in 7 deg. 30 min'. S. 
iat. on the (traits of Bally, through which the Eaft In¬ 
dia (hips fometimes pars,when they are homeward bound 
from Borneo; fuch (hips touch at the town of Palamboan 
forfrelh water and provifions; but the furf often beats 
with fuch violence on the (bore, that makes it difficult 
watering there. 1 his kingdom, which is independant of 
the Dutch, lies at the S. E. end of Java, in a pleafant 
country, watered with feveral rivulets, which thllon each 
fide of the town into the neighbouring firaits. The 
njah, or king of this country, generally relidcs either at 
ralamboan, or at a fort 15 miles from the fca. His do- 
mioions reaches from the eaft end of Java, 80 miles 
along the fouth coaft, and about 60 miles from N. to S. 
but Its extent up the country is not known. This king- 
oin IS (aid to produce gold, pepper and cotton, alfo 
nee India corn roots, and garden (luff. Their animals 
arc horfes, buffaloes, oxen, deer, and goats, and they 
geefe, and other forts of 
CrlT and his fubjeds are Pagans, 

Chineft ^ Mahometans among them, and a few 

its^mWn I" flourifliing ftatc, extended 

UD a S? "Kf*' ■‘’“"‘I- even now takes 

in the in-inT‘^^^ "as the laft 

dcncv dll Ilruggles for indepen- 

lativc L °*^^red inadifputc re- 

aad brother ofcrown, between the fon 

*ho was fnriri ^ divthon in the nation. He 

S> much rhe a “ ot fucceffion had 

»“t been L f antagonift, that had it 

ti''al, he umiM declared in favour of his 

fi-Pteme S "X 

Spoofed bv n ,^^'^^t‘ies of contefta, the party 
Priace wasLn • j length prevailed : the voung 

“nwonh^oT^f fucceffion, and his uncli, who 
eVfVp charadler, affumed the fovc- 

pkJcdtbe Ifsooi V of this prince the company 

Z(>. tbrone, and didUted fuch 


laws to him as they thought beft calculated toan’'wcr 
tneir liniftcr purpoles. 'Phey chofc the place where 
court was to be fixed, and fecured his attachment 
^ caftle, in which a guard was kept with no 
other apparent view than to prored the prince. Thev^ 
emp oyei every artifice to lull his attention by pIea-» 
him valuable prefents, and foothed bin! 
y pOi'i\pous embaffjcs. hrom this time the prince and 
hi^s fucceffbrs have become mefc tools of the com- 
P ny. Xhe necelfary protection allowed them by thd 
company confifts of 300 horfo and 400 foot; but the 
cxpetvccs the company are at on this account arc amply 
lepaid by the advantages that accrue to them. 

1 he harbours aifor.l docks for building all the fmall 
yencis employed in the fervite ; and they arc fupplicd 
from hence with the chief part of the timber that is 
uled 111 their refpcctivc fectlcmcnts. B.-fidcs thefc ad. 
vantages, they are funifhed with various productions of 
the country at ftipiilatcd prices, which are fo low as tP 
be extremely profitable to them. 

This country is- in general very fertile, and produces 
gieat quantities of rice, as alfo plenty of fruit. There 
auc alfo various f res of animals, particularly horfes, 
ftieep, goats, and remarkable large oxen. The rivers 
abound with fiffr, and the woods produce great plenty 
otgamc; but the moft valuable articles in this kingdom 
arc, nee pepper, cadiang, cotton, yarn, cardamum and 
ludigo; the latter of which is efteemed to be as good iri 
quiility as any lound in this part of the world. The 
rdidencc of the king is ufuaJly at Mataram, the Capital 
bf the kingdom. His palace is a very handfomc fpacious 
building, adjoining to which are many good houfcfl 
belonging to his nobles, who roiuimially wait orl 
liirn. and the greateft homage is paid him by his 
fubieds in pueral ; for t.hough tlicfe princes are 
vaftals, yet they are permitted to live in as great 
ftatc as when they were independant monarchs; and 
the orders of the Dutch arc always executed in their* 
names. 1 hey therefore afiumc a dignity not inferior* 
to that of the moft defpotic prince, and When they go 
abroad, a very diftinguilhed mark of loyalty is beftowcd 
on them. 

Japara is the laft place of importance that remains to 
be mentioned in this illand ; it is (ituated at thelwrtom 
of an eminence called the Invincible Mountain, on the 
top of which is a fort built of wood It is a very cOri- 
fidcrable town, and has a good mad fecured by tw'O 
fmall iftands. The Engliffi had once a fadory here, 
but they were driven from it by the Portuguefe, uhoat 
that time were mafters of rhe place. This country pro¬ 
duces almoft every neceffary of life, cfpccially cattle, 
hogs, and laoultry ; they have alfo great plenty 0? nce> 
with various forts of the moft delicious fruits; and their 
waters abound with the beft oi fiih. But the moft va¬ 
luable commodities here are pepper, ginger, cinnamon, 
and indigo. In the woods and mountains arc fovcral 
kinds of wild beads, as bulfaloes, (lags, rygers, and 
rhinoceros’s: the latter of ihclc the natives hunt for the 
fake of their horns, which are much admired, bccaufe 
they will not contain poilbn; for they will immediately 
break topieces ifanyfuch compolicion is put into them. 

As to the natives of* this country, the’/ verv much re— 
(einbie thefe of other Indian nations, and haVc the fame 
kind of cuftoms and ccremoaics. The/ aie fond of 
public diverfions, particularly the reprefentation of 
comeeiics, which principally confift in finging and 
dancing; and they are flaves to cock-fighting^, that by 
the large fums tliey bet, they are frcqueiulv reduced to 
the moft abjed: diftrefs and poverty. I hey are chiefly 
of the Mahometan religion, a.s is alfo the kin<r ^vho 
generally Cefides at a place called Kattafura. whcTe the 
Dutch have a fort and garrifon. 'I his prince reigns 
abfolutc among his fubjeefts, who arc very faithful to 
him, and pay him the greateft homage. . Like moft 
eaftern monarchs, he is conftantly attended by women 
and takes as many wives and concubines as he thinks 
proper. When his courtiers obtain an audience, they 
approach him with the profoumleft humility ; and' even 
his priefts fo much revere him, that fomc of them go in 
4- ^ pilgrimage 
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pilgrimage to Mecca, to make vows, and pray for his 
proirperity, and that of his family and government. 

The ifland of Balia, or lelTcr Java, is only divided 
from the larger by the ftraits of Bally, and caftward of 
this arc the iflands Lambock, Combava, Flores, Solor, 
Timor, and feveral more, upon which the Dutch have 
forts and fettlements, and take the liberty of governing 
and even tranfplanting the natives whenever they pleafe, 
from hence they frequently recruit their troops, and 
thus make one nation of Indians contribute to keep an¬ 
other in fubjedion. 

Timor is the largeff of thefe iflands, being about 
lOO miles in length, and 50 in breadth, and is divided 
into feveral petty dates, which the Dutch oppofe againlt 
one another, and by that means govern the whole. It 
has not any navigable rivers or harbours, but there are 
feveral commodious bays. The Portuguefe had for¬ 
merly colonics here, whofc defeendants are now fo inter¬ 
mixed with the original natives, that they are fcarcc to 
be diftinguifl'ied from them, efpccially as they profefs 
the fame religion. The principal kingdoms in this 
ifland arc Namquimal, Lortriby, Pobumby, and Am- 
aby; each of which has an independant and abfolutc 
fovcrcign: thefe have feveral Rajahs, and other dittin- 
guidied officers under them; all of' whom, with their 
fubjeds in general, pay them the grcatefl: homage. 
E^ch kingdom has a language peculiar to itfell, but 
the manners and cudoms of the inhabitants differ 
but little. There are fome Pagans and Mahometans 
dill remaining, and the Chinefe come hither to trade 
once a year; the inhabitants are fo very fwarthy, that 
they are fometimes taken for blacks, and tliofe that are 
not under the government of the Portuguefe or Dutch 
are reprefented as favages; they wear no clothing but 
a little piece of cloth about their loins, and the better 
fort wear a kind of coronet about their temples, adorned 
with thin plates of gold or diver; the red have caps 
made with palmetto leaves. Their arms are fwonls, 
darts, and lances or fpcars, and with thefe they run 
down and kill their game. Their animals are the fame 
as in the ifland of Java, as well as their fored and fmit 
trees. The Dutch do not feem to make any great pro¬ 
fit of thefe iflands; the principal dedgn of their build¬ 
ing forts here, is to defend the avenues to the fpice 
illands, which lie in their neighbourhood. On this’ lad 
mentioned ifland there is a Portuguefe fcttlcmcnt, called 
Laphao: it is fituatcd by the fea-fide, aLv:)ut three 
leagues to the ead of the Dutch fort, called Concordia. 
It is a very fmall place, containing only a few mean 
houfes,. and a church made of boards, covered with 
palmetto leaves. There is a kind of platform here, on 
which are fix iron guns; but the whole arc fo much 
decayed, as to be rendered almod ufelefs. The people, 
in general, fpeak the Portuguefe language; and the 
natives have been fo intermixed with the Portuguefe by 
marriages, that it is difficult to know one from the 
othei?. Mod of them profefs the Roman catholic faith ; 
but in the other parts of the idand they arc cither Ma- 
hometants or Pagans. I'he chief trade is carried on at 
Porta Nova, lituated at the ead end of the idand, and 
where the Portuguefe governor ufually reddes. Some 
years ago a pirate attacked, plundered, and then dc- 
droyed feveral of the buildings in this town, with that 
©f Concordia belonging to the Dutch. 

Mandura is an ifland oppofitc thceadernmod point 
of Java, the mod valuable produce of which, for foreign 
markets, are deer fkins. Its principal town is Arabia, 
lituated near a deep bay, about eight leagues from the 
wedermod land of Java. The foil of this idand is very 
fertile, and produces feveral forts of grain, particularly 
rice; alfo feveral kinds of the mod delicious fruits. 
ThcU'hicf animals arc buffaloes, horfes, fliecp, and 
oxen, the latter are remarkably large, and the defh little 
inferior to thofe of Europe. Their buildings, maxims, 
cudoms, &c. rcfemble thofe of other Indian nations : 
-fbme of them are Mahometans, and others Pagans. 
The men are in general very robud and counigeous, for 
which reafon, wffien there is any deficiency in the fixed 
number of the Dutch troops, they recruit from them 
theif forces at Batavia and other fettlcmcncs. 


Wc now' proceed to the continuation of the hid 
our voyage. By our account the town of MacairH’^ 
in latitude 5 deg. 10 min. and in n7dcg. - 
Ead longitude from London. It is built upon a tw ^ 
or neck of land, and is watered by a river or two 
either run through, or very near it. It feemedto < 
to be large, and there is water for a fliip to eomewitk* 
half a cannon Ibot of the walls. The country abou? 
is level, and has a mod beautiful appearance; it 
bounds with plantations, ar.d groves of cocoa-nut tree' 
with a great number of houfes interfperfed, Atadif 
tance inland, the country rifes into hills of a 
height, and becomes rude and mountainous. 

The Bay of Bonthain is large, with good foundifKjs 
and a foft bottom of mud; wherein ffiips mayni^J 
with perfect fecurity ; nor is there any danger cominir 
in; for the rocks at the entrance are above water, anda 
good mark for anchoring. The highed hind in fight 
here is Bonthain hill; and a fliip in the offing, at the 
didance of two or three miles from the land, fliould 
bring this hill N. or N. half VV. and then run in and 
anchor. VVe lay right under the hill, at the diftanceof 
about a mile from the fliorc. In this bay arc many 
fmall towns; Bonthain lies in thcN. E. part of it; and 
the fort which we have mentioned, is intended lor no 
other purpofe than to keep the country people in fub- 
jeClion. The Dutch refident has the command of the 
place, and of Bullocomba, which lies about twenty 
miles farther to the eadward. There are feveral fmall 
rivers from whence water may be got upon occafion: 
indeed wood and water are here in great plenty: weeut 
our w^ood near the river, under Bonthain hill: our wa¬ 
ter was procured partly from that river, and partly 
from another; when from the latter, our boat went a- 
bovc the fort with the cafks that were to be filled, 
where there is a good rolling way; but as the river is 
fmall, and has a bar, the boat, after it is loaded, can 
come out only at high water. Frefh piovilions were 
purchafed here, at reafonable rates: the beef is exed- 
lent, but not in plenty; but rice may be had in any 
quantity, as may fowls and fruit-. In the woods are 
abundance of wild hogs, and as the natives, who arc 
Mahometans, never cat them, they may be purchafed 
at a low price. I'hc natives at times, fupplied us with 
turtle; for this, like pork, is a dainty which they never 
touch. The bullocks here are the breed that have a 
bunch on their backs. The arrack and fugar that art 
confumed are brought from Batavia. Celebes is the 
key of the Molucca or fpicc illands, which, whoever 
is in poffeffion of it, rnufl: ncceffarily command: molt 
of the Ihips that arc bound to them, or to Banda, loudi 
here, and always go between this illand and that of 
layer. I'he latitude of Bonthain hill is 5 deg. 30 min. 
S, longitude 117 deg. 53 min. E. 

On Sunday the- 22nd of May, at day break, we 
failed from Bonthain Bay, keeping along fliore till the 
evening, when wc anchored in the paffage between the 
two illands of Celebes and Tonikaky; the latter 0 
which, according to our account, lies in latitude 5 deg. 
31 min. S. longitude 117 deg. 17 min. E. ! 

we weighed, ffeered to the foiithward of TonikaKw» 
flood to the weft ward. At three o’clock P. I'l- 
were abreall of the eaflcrmofl: of three illands, ca 
by the Dutch Tonyn’s iflands. '^rhefe 
angle triangle with each other; the dillance • 
the eafiermoltand wcllcrmofl is eleven ! 1. 

relative bearings are nearly call and weft. Ac 1! 

after we had founded and got no ground, wc n| 
found ourfclves upon a Ihoal, having not three 
water, which, being fmooth and clear, 
liglat of great crags of coral rocks under our 
We immediately threw all our fails aback, an 
dencially got off without damage. This is a 
gerous Ihoal, and feemed to extend 4 of 

ward and well ward, all round the two jhc 

thefe three iflands, for near fix miles, but a 
callermofl ifland there feemed to be no. ^ 
obferved alfo a clear paffage between this 
other two. The latitude of the eallcrmon: 
molt of thefe illands is 5 deg. 31 min. S. I 
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n. ;c Hiftant tA miles due VV, from Tonikaky, and 

IS^veftermoft lies ten miles farther. On the asth P. M. 

f .nH the water much difcoloured; loon after we 
T trover the northermofl: part of a (hoal. Here we 
f the water very foul when to the fouthward, but 
rhe northward of us it appeared to be clear. At 11 
lock we faw to the northward of us, the fouthermoft 
whndsof Salombo, in latitude 5 deg. 33 min. S. at the 
inlancc of eighty-two leagues weft of Tonikaky.. We 
^ uft here remark, that off the illand of Madura, the 
of the monfoons are commonly a month later in 
Llinff than at Celebes. On Thurfday the 26th P. M. 
we faw from the maft head the ifland of Luback, which 
is in latitude 5 deg. 43 min. S. an^d in longitude 5 deg. 
^ min. W. of Tonikaky, and diftant from thence 112 


current fetting W. N. W. On the 29th we faw the 
cluftcr of fmall iflands, called Carimon Java, diftant 
from Luback 45 leagues. The caftermoft ifland is the 
largeft, and is in Latitude 5 deg. 48 min. S. longitude 
7 deg. 52 min. W. of Tonikaky, from which it is dif¬ 
tant about 158 leagues. 

Thurfday, the 2nd of June, we made that part of 
the iHand of Java which makes the caftermoft point of 
the bay of Batavia, called Caraw'awang. When vve firft 
got fight of the land we decreafed gradually our found¬ 
ings, and, having ftccred along the fhore for Batavia, 
we had thirteen fathoms, in which depth, night coming 
on, we anchored, in fight of Batavia, near the two 
fmall iflands called Leyden and Alkmar. On the 3d 
\^e came to an anchor in the road, which is fo good 
that it may be confidered as a harbour. We thought 
ourfclves happy in having attained our prefent fituation; 
for with great difficulty we had prevented the Swallow 
from finking by the conftant working of the pumps, 
during her whole pafiTage from Celebes. In this road of 
Batavia we found laying eleven large Dutch (hips, be- 
fides fevcral that were lefs, one Spanifh fliip, a Portu- 
guefe fnow, and fevcral Chinefe junks. On the 4th 
we faluted w'ith 11 guns, w'hich number was returned ; 
and this being his Majefty’s birth day, w'c afterwards 
fired 21 guns more on that occafion. . In the afternoon 
captain Carteret waited upon the governor, requefting 
permiflion to repair rhe defers of the (hip; but he was 
direfted to petition the council. Accordingly on Mon¬ 
day the 6ch when the council met, the captain fent a 
letter. Hating to them the dcfcdls of the fiiip, and re¬ 
queuing permiflion to repair her; adding that he hoped 
they would allow him the ufe of llich wharfs and ftorc- 
houfes as fliould be neceffary. On the 7th in the after¬ 
noon, the fhebandcr, Mr. Garrifon, a merchant, as in¬ 
terpreter, and another perfon, came to the captain, 
laying, that he was font by the governor and council 
for a letter, which they had heard he had received 
yhen.at Bonthain, that the author of it, who had in- 
jured both him and their nation, might be puniflied. 
Laptain Carteret acknowledged he had received infor¬ 
mation of a defign to cut off the fliip, but faid, he had 
nev^r told any one it was by means of a letter. The 
uebander then defired to know if the captain would 
a can oath, of his not having received the letter in 
qucltion; to which the captain returned, that if the 
ouncil had any fuch extraordinary requifition to make 

mTi, he defired it might be in writing, and then he 
^ upon mature confideration, 

^ ould think proper. He then aCked the fliebander. 


To the northward of this ifland w'e found a 



unnn^'^n? merchants having, 

^ a like occafion, ufed the ftile of requeji\ captain 
return faid, that no oftence had been in- 

thar words 

''hicli he thought molt expreffivc of his 
caotain^ r fame gentlemen vifited the 

vrulncy ^ time, when the (hebander required a 

the reLn Lnporting, that he believed 

kbes rn ’ intention formed at the ifland of Cc- 
cut oft the Swallow, was falfe and malicious. 


obfcFving at the- fame time, that he hoped the captain 
had a better opinion of the Dutch nation, than to fiip- 
pofe them capable oCiliftcring fo execrable a deed to 
be perpetrated under their government. After this al¬ 
tercation Mr. Garrifon read a ccrtificatei which, he 
faid, had been drawn up, by order of the council, for 
captain Carteret to (ign. This the captain refufed to 
do, becaufe it appeared to be made a condition of com- 
plying with his rcquell refpeding the fliip. During 
this converfation, the captain delired to fee by what 
authority the Shebander made his requifition: here- 
plied, he had no teftimony of authority, but that of the 
notoriety of his beng a public officer, and the evidence 
of the gentlemen who were prefent, ho would confirm 
his declaration, that he adled in this particular by the 
exprefs order of council. The captain now repeated 
his requeft of having the requifition of the council in 
writing; the Shebander faid, he could not do this 
without an order from his fuperiors; the captain upon 
this abfolutely refufed to (ign the paper, and they paned 
not in very good humour with each other. 

On Wednefday, the 15th, the fame three gentlemcft 
paid captain Carteret a third viiic, informing him, that 
the council had protefted againft his behaviour at Ma- 
caffar, and his refufing to lign the certificate, as an 
infult upon them, and an a<fl of injullicc to their nation. 
I’he captain faid, he was i\ot confeious of having, in 
any inftance^ adled contrary to the treaties fubfifting 
between the two kingdoms, unworthy of his charadlei* 
as an officer, honoured with a commiflion from his 
Britannic Majefty, or unfuitablc to the truft repofed in 
him ; nor did he think he had been ufed by the go¬ 
vernor of Macaffar as the fubjed of a friend and ally; 
he then requefted, that if they had any thing to alledge 
againft him, it might be reduced to writing, and laid 
before the king his niafter, to whom alone he thought 
himfelf to be refponfible. With this anfwer they de¬ 
parted ; and, the next day, rhe captain wrote a fecond 
letter to the governor and council, in which he repre- 
fented, that the leaks of the Swallow were every day 
increafing, and urged, in more prefiing terms, his re¬ 
queft, that file might be repaired. In confequence of 
this application, on Saturday the i8th the Shebander 
informed us, that the council had given orders for the 
repair of the (hip at Onruft, and, a.s there was no ftore- 
houfe empty, they had appointed one of the company’s 
veffels to receive our (lores. 'I'he captain inquired of 
the Shebander whether he had not an anfwer to his 
letter; he faid he had not; nor was this the ufual mode 
with the council, a meffage by him, or fome other of¬ 
ficer, being always thought fulficient. All difputcs be¬ 
ing now terminated, without any improper compliances 
on the part of this intrepid commander, he was, after 
this, fupplied for his money with every thing he could 
defire from the company's (lores, and a pilot was or¬ 
dered to attend us to Onruft, where we came to an- 
choron Wednefday the 22nd. We immediately began 
to clear the (hip, and put her (lores on board the com¬ 
pany’s velfcl. On examination we found the poor 
weather-beaten Swallow in a very decayed (late. Her 
bowfprit and cap, as well as her main yqrd, were rot¬ 
ten, and altogether unferviceablc, her Iheathing w-as 
every where eaten off by the worms, and the main 
planks were fo much damaged, that it was abfolutely 
neceffary to heave her down, before flic could be fuffi- 
ciently repaired ; but the wharfs being at this time pre- 
engaged by other fiiips, her repairs did not commence 
till the 24th of July. When the Dutch carpenters 
came to examine her bottom, they were all of one o- 
pinion, that the whole fliould be Ihiftcd. This the 
captain ftrcnuoufly oppofed, being afraid, as the Swal¬ 
low was an old fliip, that fiiould her bottom be opened, 
and found worfe than was imagined, flie might under¬ 
go the fate of the Falmouth, and be condemned : he 
therefore defired, that a good (hcathin^j only might be 
put over all; but the Bawfe, or mailer carpenter, would 
not undertake the required repairs, unlcfs the captain 
would certify under his hand, that w hat fliould be done 
was in confequence of his own exprefs orders, judge¬ 
ment. 
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ment, and direction ; which the Dutchman thought 
was nccelFary for his own juftification; for, faid he, 
fhould the Swallow never reach England, the blame, if 

I go according to your dirc( 5 tions, Will nevcrthelcfs con- 
fcquently fall upon me. This being thought a rea'bn- 
able propofition, the Captain readily alTentcd to it; but 
being by this a(it become rcfponfible for the fate of the 
fliip, he thought proper to have her furveyed carefully 
by our own carpenter and mate, he himfelf with his 
officers always attending. Among other defedts, feven 
chain-plates were ufelcfs ; the iron work was in a very 
decayed (late; feveral of the knees were loofc, others 
were broken, and the butt-ends of the planks that joined 
the flern were fo open, that a man’s hand might be 
thrufl: in between. 

During our ftay at this port, we found, among other 
private fhips from India, the Dudley, froio Bengal; and 
application having been made to the council, leave had 
been granted to careen her, but as the wharfs had been 
kept in continual ufe, Ihc had been put off above 
four months. The Captain apprehending, that if he 
fuffered a delay much longer, the worms wouL 4 eat 
through the bottom of his veffel, applied to our Com 
mandcr to intercede for him with Admiral Houting, 
which he did with fuch fuccefs, that a wharf was im¬ 
mediately allotted her. “ Admiral Houting,” fays Cap¬ 
tain Carteret, is an old man, in the fervice of the 
dates, with the rank of Commander in chief of their 
marine, and the fliips belonging to the Company in 
India. He received his firft maritime knowledge on 
board an Englifli man of war, fpcaks Englifli and 
French extremely well, and does honour to the fervice 
both by his abilities and politenefs ; he was Ib obliging 
as to give me a general invitation to his table, in con- 
fequence of which I was often with him, and it is with 
pleafure that 1 take this opportunity of making a pub¬ 
lic acknowledgement of the favours I received from 
him, and bearing this tedimony to his public and pri¬ 
vate merit: he was, indeed, the only officer from whom 

I received any civility, or w'ith whom I had the lead 
communication; for I found them, in general, a re- 
ferved and fupercilious fet of people.” The fpirited 
behaviour of Captain Carteret to the governor at this 
Dutch fettlement, in refufing to pay him an extrava¬ 
gant homage, which is cxaclcd of the Captains of all 
merchant ffiips which touch here, deferves alfo par¬ 
ticular notice. 1 he governor of Batavia, although a 
fervant of the republic, aff umes the date of a fovereign 
prince. When he goes abroad, he is cfcorted by a 
party of horfe-guards, and two black footmen run be¬ 
fore his coach, each having a large cane in his hand, 
with which they take the liberty of chaffifing thofe 
wh)do not make the obeifance that is expecled from 
perfons of all ranks, whether belonging to the country 
or drangers. In this fettlement almod every one keeps 
a carriage, which is drawn by two horfes, and driven by 
a man upon a box, like our chariots, but is open in front. 
When any one of thefc coaches meets that of the gover¬ 
nor’s, cither in the town, or upon the road, it is drawn 
on one fide, and the perfons in it mud get out to pay 
their refpcvds, while his excellency’s coach goes by; nor, 
if a coach is behind, mud it drive pad that of the go¬ 
vernor's, however preffing neceffity may require fpeed. 

A limilar homage is likewife required by the members 
of the council, called Edelc Heeren, only that the per- 
fon docs not quit his carriage, but danding up in it, 
pays them a refpcctful homage. One black man, with 
a dick in his hand, runs likewife before the coach of 
every member of the council, nor mud any one pre- 
fume to pafs it any more than that of the governor’s. 

It was hinted to Captain Carteret by the landlord of the 
hotel where he lodged, that his carriage mud dop, if 
he diould meet the governor, or any one of the Edcle 
Heeren; this ceremony being generally complied with 
by the captains of Indiamen, and other trading ffiips; 
and he intimated, that the Shebander had ordered him 
to give the Captain this information: but our Com¬ 
mander difdaining to pay a degree of fervile homage to 
the fervants of the States of Holland, which is not paid 

1 

to the kingot Great Britain, would notconfentt^T*^ 
any fuch ceremony; and when the landlord 
the black men with their dick«, he pointed to 
tols, which then happened to lie upon the tabic i 
him, that he would be upon his guard ; and flio M ^ 
infult be offered to his perfon, he knew well how t 
fend himfelf: upon this he went out, and in a few 
after told the Captain, he had orders from the 
to let him know, that he might do as he pleafed 
had now been at Batavia between three and fourino ^ 
and during that time, fays Captain Carteret, *Hhad h 
honour to fee the governor but twice: the firff f 
was at my arrival, when 1 W'aitcd upon him aton’'^r 
his houfes, a little way in the country; the next was • 
town, as he was walking before his houfe there whe"! 
addreffed him upon a particular occafion, ScK)n aft 
the news of the Prince of Orange’s marriage arrived \ 
Batavia, he gave a public cnteitainmcnr, to which*! 
had the honour of being invited; but having heard 
that Commodore Tinker, upon a like occafion, findine 
that he was to be placed below the gentlemen of 
Dutch council, had abruptly left the room, and was 
followed by all the captains of his fquadron; and being 
willing to avoid the difagrecablc dilemma, ofcithw 
fitting below the council, or following the Commodore's 
exam.ple, I applied to the governor to know what fhtioa 
would be allotted me, before I accepted his invitation, 
and finding I could not be permitted to take place 
of the council, I declined it. On both thefc occafionsl 
fpokc to his excellency by an Englifli merchant, who 
acted as an interpreter. The fidt time he had not the 
civility to offer me the leaft rcfrellimenr, nor did he the 
laff time fo much as afit me to go into his houfe.” The 
fhip was now repaired to our fatisfaction, though the 
Dutch carpenters thought flic was not in a condition 
to proceed to Europe; and admiral Houting incimateii, 
that if we went to fea before the proper time, w'dliould 
meet with fuch weather off the Cape of Good Hope; 
as would make us repent our halle; but the Captain 
being ill, and the people very fickly; and cfpecially ai 
the weft monfoon was fetting in, during which the mor¬ 
tality is yet greater at Batavia than at other times, we 
thought it better to run the rifle of a few hard gales 
oft' the cape, than to remain longer in this unhealthy 
place. 

We therefore, on Wednefday the r 5 th of September, 
failed from Onruft, without returning, as is uiual, into 
Batavia Road, and the Captain, on account of hisillnds, 
font his lieutenant, Mr. Gower, to take leave of the 
governor, and to offer him his fervice, if he had any 
difpatchcs for Europe, When wc left this port 24of 
our fcamen, which were brought from Europe, had 
died, and the fame number were now very ill. levcnof 
whom died on our pafTage to the cape; but we were lb 
happy as to procure a number of Englifli fcamen at 
Batavia before our departure, which recruited the 
ftrengththat had been wafted in the voyage, and with¬ 
out thefe recruits, in the Captain’s opinion, we firf 
not at laft have been able to bring the lliip home. On 
Monday the 20th, we anchored on the S. E. fide o* 
Prince’s Iffand, in the ftrair cf Sunda, at which time^^ 
had the wind frefli from the S. E. Wc have 
a dcfcripcive, hiftorical, and geographical account, 0 
the iffands of Sunda, and Java, and in a 
age of the Philippine Hies, to render which full 
complete, we fliail here deferibe fomc other nut 
iflands and places in the Indian feas, to which, at lea » 
references arc made in the inftrudtive and entertaining 
voyages which compofe this work. , . 

(i.) TheNicobuiTflands, which are fituated mt 
Indian fea, betw'cen 7 and 10 degrees of north 
and bctw'ecn 92 and 94 degrees caft longitude, near 
entrance of the bay of Bengal, a little north of the i 
of Sumatra. Thefe ifles form three ciufters; 
die, called Sombrero, are well inhabited, 
the northern clufter, called Carnicubars, arc 
pulous. The fouthern duller of the Nicobars, 
mountainous, and the people much more 
thole ofthe middle and northern ciufters. The P 
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fSombrcro, arc drelTcd much in the Hime manner as 

ve paint thedevil, by which appearance they keep the 
inhabitants in awe. The largcft of thefe iflands, which 
lie/modiothc fouth, is 40 miles long, and 15 broad: 
the fouih end is mountainous, and there -arc fome fteep 
rocks near the lea; the reft of the ifland is covered with 
woods, but has no high land. It is a rich foil, that 
would* produce almoft any grain, if it was cultivated. 
The groves of cocoa-nut trees that grow in the flat 
country near the Tea, arc exceeding plcafant; but we do 
not find an account of any towns; only, as we fail by 
fea, we can perceive groups, containing each five or fix 
houfes in every creek and bay, which are built on bam¬ 
boo pillars, eight or nine feet above the furfacc of the 
ground, the roof being neatly arched with bended cane, 
and covered with palm branches. 

Thefe iflanders are of the middle flaturc, their com¬ 
plexion a deep olive, their long hair and eyes black. 
The men wear no cloaths, but a piece of linen cloth 
about their loins ; that of the w'omen reaches below the 
knees. Their w omen might be elleemed handfOme, if 
it was not the cuftom to ptfll the hair off their eye-brows 
by the roots. They ncgled to clear the country, and 
cultivate the ground, which is over-nm with wood ; 
and they live chiefly on fifh, and fuch fruits as the 
country produces fpontaneoufly. They have little trade 
or commerce with any other people; but as Ihips fail 
in their w’ay to and from the ftraits of Malacca, they 
bring off hog.s, poultry, and fuch fruits as the country 
affords, taking tobacco, linen, and other neceffaries in 
return. 


(2.) The Andoman, and Cocoa Iflands. The former- 
arc lituated in the bay of Bengal, north of the Nicobar 
Iflands, in between lO and 1 5 degrees of north latitude, 
longitude 92 degrees caff. Thefe iflands do not feem 
to differ much from thofe of Nicobar, except in pro- 
ducingrice, w hich is cultivated and eaten by the natives 
as well as fifh and fruit. The Cocoa Iflands lie 35 
leagues VV. S, W. of Cape Negrais; they produce great 
abundance of cocoa-trees, but are uninhabited. 

(3.) The famous ifland of Ceylon; which lies between 
5deg. 30 min. and 10 deg. 16 min. N. latitude; and 
between 79 deg. 40 min. and 82 deg. 45 min. E. lon¬ 
gitude; at the diffance of about ipo miles from Cape 
Comorin. Ptolemy deferibed this ifland under the 
name of Taprobanc. It is 900 miles in circumference, 
300 in length, and 140 in breadth. It is for the moft 
part a mountainous country, covered with wood; but 
there arefcvcral fruitful plains and valleys, well watered 
by riviilctsi A very remarkable mountain, which ffands 
kimh-fide of Condula, the name of the northern 
mvifion, is, by the natives, called Hamalcl; but by the 
t^ropcans, Adani’s Peak, being of a pyramidal form, 
on y on the top is a little rocky plain, with a print of a 
man s foot on it, near two feet long, to which the natives 
go in pilgrirjrjjigg once a year, to worfhip the impref- 
^ tradition, according to fome, that their 
g DUddow afeended to heaven from hence, leaving 
^’hich the Portuguefe, when they 
^ >i^and, called Adam’s foot, iind the moun- 

wmneode Adam; but others affirm, that it received 
^ tradition of the natives, that Adam 
thp buried here. In this mouritain rife 

in different 

whirh largeff of thefe is the Mavillagonga, 

difeharo--^^ the cities of Candy and Alatneur, 

rivm ^tfelf into the ocean at THncomale. Thefe 
that rapidity, and arefo full of rocks, 

pen when ?h ^ navigable: the rains, which hap- 
creatp nK vertical, incrcafe their waters, and 

the dn* torrents, which are not vifible in 

excenr r ^bc moft part healthful, 

whe^ thev^K^^ ^be ifland, 

fails them^ Springs, or rivers ; and if the rain 

fieknefs '-p. bjre to be affliiffed with famine or 

ifland ^“lef towm arc, r. Candy, the capital 
tude 8 detr P^tiiate near the centei’ of it, in lati- 
town UfK y longitude. This is an 

Ko. fortifications, and yet almoff inacceffi- 
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ble, being furrounded by rocks and thick wood^ that 
arc irnpalTablc, except through fome lanes, which arc 
enced with gates of ffrong thorns: and vet it appears 
that the Portuguefe made themfeives maffets of Candy; 
and almoff dcmolifficd it, obliging the king to retire to 
iJigligyneur, five miles S. E. of Candy. 2. Cblumbo, 
the capital of the Dutch fcttlcmcnts, is a great port 
town in the S. W. part of the ifland, in 7 deg. N. la¬ 
titude, and^ in 78 deg. E. longitude. It has a good 
harbour, defended by a caffle, and fevcral batteries of 
guns. In this caffle refides the governor, rherchants/ 
officers and foldiers, belonging'to the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany; and.4000 flaves have their huts between the 
caffle and the fea. The Dutch have two hofpitals 
here : one for the fick and wounded, and another for 
the orphans. As the hoys grow up, they are entered 
into the fea and land fervice; and the girls arc married 
at 12 or 13 years of age; and they have a Mahbarian 
fcliool for teaching the Indian language. 3. Negumbo, 
which is alfo a port town, lies about 25 miles north of 
Columbo. 4. Jaffnapatan, the capital of the province 
of the fame naine, and the northern divifion of this 
ifland. There is no cinnamon in this part of the ifland, 
ncvcrrhelefs the Dutch have fortified it all round, to 
prevent any other nation fending colonics thither. ' c. 
Trincomale is fituate on the eaft-fideof the ifland, about 
80 miles fouch of Punca Pedra, themoff northerly pro¬ 
montory of the ifland. 6. Battadalio is another fort refs, 
50 miles fouth of the former: befidcs which places* 
there are the feven little iflands Ourature, Xho, Dc- 
ferba, Analaciva, Caradiva, Pongardiva, and Nainan- 
diva. 

With regard to the hiffory of this ifland, the country 
villages of the natives arc very irregular, being not laid 
out in ffreets, but every man indoles a fpot of ground, 
with a b:ink or pale fuitable to his circumftances, and 
there arc frequently 20 or 30 of thofe ipclofurcs pretty 
near together. The buildings arc mean, the houfes of 
the generality of the people, low thatched cottages, 
confiffing of one or two ground rooms, the fides 
whereof arcfplintcred with rattans or cane, which they 
do not alv.uys coyer with clay, and ifthey do, it feems 
they arc not permitted to white-wafli them, this being 
a royal privilege. The better fort of people havfr a 
fquare 111 the middle of their houfes, and aa many 
rooms on the fides of it as the number of the family 
requires, with banks of earth raifed a yard high above 
this fquare court, whereon they fit erofs-legged, and cat 
or converfe with their friends. Their meat is dreffed 
in their prds, ora corner of the room. Their furni¬ 
ture confiffs of a mat, a ffool or two, a few china plates, 
with fome earthen and brazen veffels for water, and to 
drefs their meat in, except|one bedftead, which is”allotted 
to the maffer of the houfe to fit or deep on, and this is 
corded, if w e may ufc the expreffion, with rattans or 
fmall canes; and has a mat or two and a ftraw pillow 
upon it, but no tefter and curtains. The women and 
children lie on mats by the fire-fide, covering them¬ 
feives only with the cloth they wear in the day time; 
but they will have a fire burning at their feet, all night] 
the pooreft among them never wanting fuel, wood be¬ 
ing fo plentiful that no one thinks it w*orth w hile to 
claim any property in it. Their Pagodas or Temples, 
which are of any antiquity, are built of hewm ftone, 
with numbers of images both on the infide and out] 
but no windows in them, and in all other rtfpccts like 
thofe on the neighbouring continent of India; but 
their temples of a modern date are little low' buildings 
with clay w'alls, almoff in the form of a dove-houfe j 
and befides their public temples, they have fmall 
chapels in their yards, fometimes not more than tw'o 
feet fquare, w'hich they fet upon a pillar four feet high 
and having placed in it the image they reverence moff* 
they light candles and lamps before it, and every 
morning ffrew fioweTs while performing their devo¬ 
tions. 

I'he natives arc effeemed men of good parts and 
addrefs, grave, yet of an cafy temper. They eat and 
fieep moderately, but are lazy and indolent, which is 
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the eafe in mol\ hot climates. It is faid, that they are 
not given to thieving, but are much addicted to lying, 
uhich feems to be a paradox ; fora man who will lye 
and deceive, would not make much fcruple to cheat. 
They are far from being jealous, or retraining of their 
women from taking innocent freedoms. The men are 
of a moderate taturc, and w'cll propi)rtioncd, wear long 
beards, and have good features ; their hair and eyes are 
black ; they have dark complexions, but not black as 
•the natives upon the neighbouring continent of India 
are. They fit on mats and carpets on the Hoor, but 
have a fttjol or two for perfons of diftinclion ; but the 
vulgar are prohibited the ufe of tools. Young men 
of figure wear their hair long and combed back; but, in 
a more advanced age, caps in the form of a mitre arc 
worn. Their drefs is a waitcoat of callico, and a piece 
of the fame w rapped round their waits, in w hich they 
put their knives and trinkets, and they have a hanger 
by their fide, in a filvcr fcabbard: befides which they 
walk with a cane or tuck, and a boy carries a box w ith 
betel and areca after them. The betel is a leaf of the 
fiiape of a laurel leaf, and the arcca-nut about the big- 
nefs of a nutmeg, which they cut in thin flices, wdth 
an intrument made on purpofe for it, and this, with a 
pate made of lime, they chew together almot all day 
long, as mot other Indians do: this mixture feems 
to be a kind of opiate, and renders them perfedlly eafy 
while they ufe it. They have a perfon to carry a co¬ 
vered filver pot, or one made of fome other metal, to 
fpit in: for this eompofition has a naufeous fmell, 
and it would be the greatet affront imaginable to fpit 
on the carpets or floors in a friend’s houfe, and thofe 
that chew it fpit perpetually. It makes their lips very’ 
red, of which they arc proud, and this may be one 
rcafon for their taking it; but there is nothing inviting 
in the tafle of this luxurious dainty, though univerfally 
chewed, and is the firfl thing offered a flranger w-hen 
he makes a vifit. The wpmen wear their hair long 
without any covering, and make it fliine with cocoa- 
nut oil, which has a very rancid fmell, though the na¬ 
tives efteem it a perfume, for cuftom will bring people 
to like almoft any thing. The women arc drefled in a 
callico waifleoat, which difeovers their Ihape, and they 
wrap a piece of callico about them, which falls below 
their knees, and does the fervice of a petticoat: thefe 
are longer, or fliorter, according to the quality of the 
perfon who wears them. They bore holes in their ears, 
in which they hang fuch a weight of jewels, or fomc- 
thing that refemblcs them, that you may put a half 
crown through the hole of their cars; they load their 
necks alfo with weighty necklaces, which fall upon their 
breads, containing a great many ftrings or rounds of 
beads: their arms are adorned with bracelets ; and they 
have a number of rings on their lingers and toes; and 
a girdle of filvcr wire furrounds their w'aifls. When 
they go abroad, they throw a piece of ftriped filk over 
their heads, w'hich fometimes refemblcs a hood. The 
people are obliged to go bare-fboted, bccaufe none but 
the king is allowed to wear Ihocs and (lockings. The 
ufual falutation among thefe people, is the fame as in 
other parts of India, namely, the carrying one or both 
hands to their heads, according to the quality of the 
perfon they falute. Talkative people are in no repute; 
for the ncarcll relations, or moll particular friends, do 
not talk much when they vilit, but fit filent a great part 
of the time. A man before marriage, fends a friend to 
purchafe the woman's cloaths, which (he freely fells for 
a llipulatcd fum. In the evening he carries them to 
her, fleeps with her all night, and in the morning ap¬ 
points the day of marriage; on which he provides an 
entertainment of tw o courfes for the friends of both par¬ 
ties. The feafl: is held at the bride’s houfe, w'hcn the 
young couple eat out of the fame di(h, deep together 
that night, and on the enfuing morning depart for the 
bridegroom's habitation. The meaning of making 
a purchafe of the bride’s cloaths is, that (lie and her 
friends may be fatisficd with rcfpedl to the man’s cir- 
cumtlances. They are permitted to part ivith each 
other whenever they plcafe; but if there fliould be any 
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children, the man is obliged to maintaiirthc ho""^ 
the woman the girls; and they are fo inclined T’ 
themfelves of this liberty, that fome of them hav^ 
known to change a dozen times. The profcflion * 
midwife is unknow n, as the women, in genera) ^ 
bo^th willing and qualified on thatoccalion toalTiftca^^J 

This ifland produces rice, of which they have f* r 
kinds: one of them will be feven months hnZTl 
comes to maturity, fome fix, and othei-s five W* 
the feed time and harvefl: that which erow^j 
is the bc(l tailed, but yields the lead incmafe- and ^ 
all forts of rice grow in water, the inhabitants are t 
great labour and cxpcnce in levelling the ground the 
dclignfor tillage, and making channels from their we is 
and repofitorics of water, to convey to thefe fields- 
they cut out the fidcs of their hills from the top to the 
bottom, into little level plains, one above another that 
the water may (land in them till the corn is ripe* and 
thefe levels not being more than fix or eight feet wide 
many of them look like (lairs to afeend the mountain 
at a little diftance. In the north part of the idand 
where there are few fprings, they favc the rain wateJ 
in great ponds, or tanques, of a mile in compafs, in 
the time of the monfoons, and when their feeds*arc 
Town, let it down into them gradually, fo that it may 
hold out till harvefl:. They do not thrafh, but tread 
out their corn with oxen and buffaloes, frequently in 
the field where it grow's. When it is reaped, they lay 
out a round fpot of ground for this purpofe, about 2C 
feet over, which they dig a foot and a half deep, and 
the w’omen, w-hofe bufinels it is, bring the corn in bun¬ 
dles on their heads, after which the cattle arc driven 
round the pit till they have trampled it out of the 
(Iraw'; then a new floor is laid ; and with halfadozen 
oxen they will trample out 40 or 50 bulhels a day. 
Before they begin to tread out the corn, they always 
perform a religious ceremony, and apply to their 
idols for a blefling on their labours. They have 
fcveral other kinds of grain, which they cat at the 
latter end of the year, w hen rice begins to be fcarce, 
particularly coracan, which is as fmall as a muftard 
feed. Having beat this, and ground it into flour, 
they make cakes of it. This grain grows in dry 
ground, and is ripe within three or four months after it 
is fown. They have alfo a feed, called tolla, of which 
they make oil, and anoint themfelves with it. 

In this ifland are a great variety of fruits, but the 
natives fcldom eat them ripe, or cultivate any but 
thofe w'hich ferve to make pickles fortheirfoup orcurrec, 
and for fauces, when they are green, to eat with their 
rice. Of the betel they have great abundance, which 
they formerly exported to the coall of Coromandel, to 
great advantage, before the Dutch excluded them from 
all trade with foreigners. The fruit called jacka, is 
part of their food. They grow upon large trees, arc 
round in their (liape, and as big as a peck loaf. They 
are covered with a green prickly rind; have feeds and 
kernels in them as big as a chefnut; and are in colour 
and taftc like them. They gather thefe jackas before 
they arc ripe; and, w-hen boiled, they eat much lil^c 
cabbage; if fullered to grow- till ripe, they are very 
good to eat raw. The natives roafl the kernel inth^ 
embers, and carry with them when they take a journev, 
for their provifion. There is another kind of frui^ 
called jumbo, which is very juicy, and taftes like an 
apple: it is white, (Ireakcd with red, and looks vey? 
beautiful. They have alfo fome fruits that rcfemble 
our plumbs and cherries; nor do they want any of 
common Indian fruits, fuch as mangoes, cocoas, 
apples, melons, pomegranates, oranges of feveral fortf» 
citrons, limes, &c. They frequently dedicate their 
fruit to fome.daemon, to prevent their being llolent 
after w-hich their neighbours dare not touch them* 
left the daemon, to which they arc devoted, 
piinifli them for the theft; and before theown^r 
of it hinifclf, he offers part of it to the idol. Their 
kitchen gardens are w-cll (lorcd with roots, plants, 
herbs, for the Portuguefe and Durch have introduce 
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II manner of European plants that grow in our kitchen 
dens. 'I'hey alfoabound in medicinal herbs, which 
know very well how to apply, and with which they 

perform many notable cures. 

^ Nor are they in want of flowers of various colours, 
and a delicious feent, which grow fpontaneoufly ; but 
are never cultivated : with thefc, the young people of 
both fexes adorn their hair. With a variety of others, 
they have white and red rofes, as fweet and beautiful 
as thofe in Europe, and a white flower rcfcmbling jef- 
famine, which the king referves for his owm ufe, no 
fubjed: being allowed to wear it. There is another 
flower, which is obferved to open about four every 
evening, and clofc again at four in the morning. 

Among their trees the talipot, which grows very 
tall and flrait, is in high repute, A finglc leaf of this 
will cover 15 or 20 men, and \vill fold up like a fan: 
they w'car apiece of it on their heads, when travelling, 
to ikreen them from the fun. They alfo ferve the 
foldiers for tents to lie under in the fields; and their 
leaves are fo tough, that they make their way with them 
through the thickets without tearing them. There is 
likew'ifc a tree called kettule, a kind of palm, as high 
as a cocoa-tree, from whence they draw’ a plcafant 
liquor; an ordinary tree yielding three or four gallons 
a day; and when boiled, it makes a kind of brown 
fugar, called jaggory. The wood of this tree is black, 
hard, and very heav)-. But that of mofl value to the 
Dutch, as it was formerly to the Arabs, and the Portii- 
guefe, is the cinnamon-tree, which grows commonly in 
the woods, on the S. W. part of the ifland. The tree 
is of a middle fizc, and has a leaf of the form of a 
laurel leaf. When the leaves firfl: appear, they are as 
red as fcarlct, and being rubbed between the fingers, 
fmcll like cloves. It bears a fruit like an acorn, 
which neither fmells nor tafles like the bark; but if 
boiled in water, an oil fwims on the top, w'hich fmells 
fwcetly, and is ufed as an ointment in feveral diflem- 
pers: but as they have great plenty of it, they frequently 
burn it in their lamps. The tree having two barks, 
they ftrip ofl' the outfide bark, which is good for litcle^ 
and then cut the inner bark round the tree with a 
pruning knife; after which they cut it longways in 
little flips, and after they have ftripped thefe pieces off, 
lay them in the fun to dry, when they roll up in the 
manner we fee them brought over. The body of the 
tree is white, and ferves for building, and other ufes, but 
has neither the fmcll nor tafte of the bark. When the 
wind fets off the ifland, the cinnamon groves perfume 
the air for many miles out at fca, of which we have 
incontcftible evidence; and mofl; likely it is at that 
blolTbm the cinnamon trees are in 

Of the animals that abound in this ifland, arc cle- 
p ants ofavery large fize; alfo oxen, buffaloes, deer, 
goats, monkeys, and fome wild beafts; but they 
alfes, or flieep, till they were im- 
^ Europeans; nor have they any lions or 

rhe elephants feed upon the tender tw igs of 
as it is growing, and do the huf- 
thpirr ^ great deal of mifehief, by trampling down 
eating it, and fpoiling their trees, 
black faces and white beards, much 
asdmir^^^ ^ rnen. Alligators and crocodiles abound, 
animal ^ monflrous fizc; and here is an 

“ hare ^^Q^eefls like a deer, but not bigger than 

ticuhrV »rid infers are very numerous, par- 

^xccDt which cat every thing they come at, 

Dcftprpri fubflanccs. Their houfca 

^inL them. When full grown they have 

tf^eliffhr nr clouds, that they intercept 

dead anri ™ which they fall dow n 

®thcr fowls, who devour them alfo at 

^recs or in^k 1 ^ ^^-^t)mmon fort of bees build in hollow 
bees oF° »* hut there arc much lar- 

^ombs unnr. fk colour, which form their 

fcafon th houghs of trees, and, at the pro- 

take ^ people go out into the woods 

if honey. In the feafon when the rains 


begin to fall, they are troubled with fmall red IcecheSf 
which are not at firfl: much bigger than a hair; thefe 
up the bare legs of travellers, and fixing thcmfclves 
k*^^ eafily removed, till the blood runs about 
^ k k ? he remaiy ufed againfl their bite is, to 

rub the legs with a compofition of allies, lemon-juice, 
and lalt. The bite of thefc creatures is fo far from 
being attended with any ill confcquences, that the 
bleeding, which is the eifedfl of it, is efleemed very 
wholefomc. 'J'heir fowls arc geefe, ducks, turkeys, hens, 
woodcocks, partridges, fnipcs, wild peacocks, parro- 
quers, and a beautiful fparrow as white as fnow, all 
but its head, w hich is black, with a plume of feathers 
flanding upright upon it. The tail of thefc birds is a 
root in length. 

In this ifland the inhabitants make lavoury (blips of 
flelb or filb, which they eat with their rice : people of 
condition will have fcvcral difhes at their tables, but 
they confifl chiefly of rice, foups, herbs, garden-roots, 
and vegetables. Of fiefh and (ifh they cat but little. 
Their meat is cut into fmall (quarc pieces, and two or 
three ounces of it laid on the (ide of the difli by their 
rice, and, being feafoned very high, gives a relifli to 
that inlipid food. They ufe no knives or forks, but 
have ladies and fpoons made of the cocoa-nut fiicll. 
Their plates arc of brafs or china-ware; but the poor 
have a broad leaf inflead of a plate, and fometimes 
fevcral leaves fewed together witli bents, wliere broad 
ones are not to be had. Water is their ufual drink, 
which they pour out ofa cnice or bottle, holding it 
more than a foot above their heads; and fome of them 
will fwallow near a quart of water in this manner with¬ 
out gulping once. Neither wine nor beer is made in 
this country, but arrack and fpirits are d^awn from 
rice. They never cat beef, the bull and cow being 
objeds of adoration. Neither the people in a high or 
low flation eat with their wives : the man fits by him- 
felf, and the women and children eat after he has 
dined. In this w'oody and mountainous country are 
no wheel carriages, unlefs what belong to the Dutch 
near the feacoaft. The baggage is carried ufually upon 
the backs of their flaves. The chief manufadures here 
arccallico and cotton cloths: they make alfo brafs, cop¬ 
per, and earthen veflels, fwords, knives, and working 
tools : they alfo now make pretty good fire-arms ; and 
goldfrnich’s work, painting, and carving, are performed 
tolerably well. We may trace their foreign trade up 
to the earliefl ages. I'hey fupplied Periia, Arabi^ 
Egypt, and Ethiopia, with their fpices, before Jacob 
went down into Egypt, which is above 3000 years 
fmee, as appears by the hiflory of jofeph’s being fold 
to Iflmiaelite merchants, who were travelling with a 
caravan acrofs Arabia to Egypt w’ith the fpices of 
India, of which the cinnamon of Ceylon, that lies near 
thecoafl of hither India, was no doubt the chief; and 
fo profitable was this branch of trade, that all the nations 
above mentioned fentcolonies hither, whofe defeendants 
were planted here when the Portuguefc firfl vifited this 
coafl. 

Here the Portuguefe language is fpoken ; however, 
the natives have a language of their own, which comes 
ncarefl to that fpoken on the Malabar coafl ; the Bra- 
mins or priefls fpeak a dead language, in w'hich the 
books relating to their religion are written. They 
write upon the leaves of the talipot cut into pieces 
of three fingers broad, and two foot long, with a flecl 
flyle or bodkin. They have long ftudied aflronomy, 
which they learnt from the Arabians, and foretell eclipfes 
tolerably w’cll: they are great pretenders alfo toaflro- 
logy, and by the planets calculate nativities, and diredl 
people when w’ill be the mofl lucky days to enter upon 
any affair of moment, or to begin a journey ; and they 
find thofe who are weak enough to be impofed upon, 
though they may have been many times difappointed!! 
Their year is divided into 365 days, and every day into 
30 pays or parts, and their night Into as many; and 
they have a little copper difli, with a hole in the bottom 
of it, which being put into a tub of water, is filled 
during one of their pays, whcQ it finks, and then it 
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is put into the water again to mcafure another pay; 
for they have neither fun-dials nor clocks. 

In Ceylon, the criminals are frequently impaled 
alive ; others have flakes driven through their bodies ; 
fomc are hung upon trees; and many are worried by 
dogs, who are fo accuflomed to the horrid butchery, 
that, on the days appointed for the death of criminals, 
they, by certain tokens, run to the place of execution. 
But the moft remarkable punifliment is inflidled by the 
king himfelf, who rides an elephant trained up on pur- 
pofe. The bead tramples the unhappy wretch to 
death, and tears him limb from limb. Some are pii- 
niflicd by fines and imprifonment, at the diferedon of 
the judges. When the fine is decreed, the officers 
feize the culprit, wherever they meet him, llrip him 
naked, his cloaths going as part of payment, and oblige 
him to carry a large done, the weight being increafed 
daily, by the addition of others that are fmaller, till the 
remainder of the muld is either paid or remitted. Any 
of the male cinglodcs may indiderently charge another 
within hearing (as we do the condables) to aid and 
affill them in the execution of their duty, or upon any 
emergency; but the w omen are not permitted to mo¬ 
tion the king’s name, upon the fevere penalty of having 
their tongues cut out for the odence. A creditor 
fometimes will go to the houfe of the debtor, and very 
gravely affirm, that if he does not difeharge the debt 
he owes him immediately, he will dedroy himfelf: this 
fo terrifies the other, that he indantly collects all the 
money he can, even felling his wife and children rather 
than be deficient in his payment of the dim demanded. 
This is owing to a law', which fpecifics, that, if any 
man dedroys himfelf on account of a debt not being 
difeharged, the debtor fiiall immediately pay the money 
to the mrviving relations, and forfeit his own life, un- 
Icfs he is able to redeem it by a large fine to the king. 
They have two modes of deciding controvcrfics; the 
one is by imprecating curfes to fall upon them if they 
do not fpeak the truth; and by the ocher, both perfons 
arc obliged to put their fingers into boiling oil, when 
the perfon who can bear the pain the longed, and w ith 
the lead appearance of being affected, is deemed in¬ 
nocent. They have, how'cver, methods of evading 
boththefc law's; the fird, by ufingambiguous expref- 
fions; and the latter, by certain preparations, which 
prevent the oil from doing them any injury. It is not 
lawful to beat a woman without permiffion from the 
king; fo that the females may thank his majedy for all 
the blows they get. But they may be made to carry 
heavy ballcets of fand^upon their heads as long as the 
man pleafes, which is much more dreadful to them 
than a hearty drubbing. The circumdances of the 
children depend upon thofc of the mother; for if the 
mother is a free woman, they are free, but if die isadave, 
they arc always vaffals. 

They have neither phyficians nor furgeons among 
them; yet, as to phyfic, every one almod underdands 
the common remedies, applying herbs or roots, ac¬ 
cording to the nature of the complaint; and they have 
an herb which cures the bite of a fnake. As they 
abound in poifonous herbs and plants,fo they have others 
that are antidotes againd them. Their difeafes are 
chiefly fevers, fluxes, and the fmall-pox. They are 
never let blood, except by the leaches, already mention¬ 
ed, from w'hich they acknowledge they have fometimes 
received great benefit. 

With regard to the religion of thefe people, they 
wordiip God, but make no image of him; however, 
they have idols, the reprefentatives of fome great men, 
who formerly lived upon the earth, and are now, they 
imagine, mediators for them to the fuprerae God of 
heaven. The chief of thofe demi-gods is Baddow', 
who according to their tradition originally came from 
heaven to procure the happinefs of men, and afeended 
thither again from Adam’s Mountain, leaving the im- 
preffion of his foot upon the rock. They are faid, 
likewife, to wordiip the devil, that he diould do them 
no mifehief; and another of their objedls of wordiip is 
the tooth of a monkey. They wordiip alfo the fun, 
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moon, and other planets. Lveiy town has itT^**^ 

daemon, and every family their penates, or h 
gods, to whom they build chapels in their courts ^ 
ing their devotions, and facrificing to them even.’ 
ing; but to the fupreme deity they ered no 
altars. There are three clalfes of idols, and 
orders of prieds, who have their fcveral temnl^^^ 
which edates in land arc appropriated. Budd^*‘ 
the chief of thefe fubordinate deities, and his 
in the greated edeem, being all of the highefty* 
tribe in the nation. They wear a yellow veft ^ 
mantle, have their heads diaved, and their beards 
to a great length. Their difciples fall down on ?? 
faces before them; and they have a dool to fit 
wherever they vifit, which is an honour only Ihewn? 
their princes and great men. Thefe priells have 
commerce with women, drink no drong liquor and 
cat only one meal a day; but they are not debarred 
from flefli, except beef. They are diled fons of thegod 
Buddow’, and cannot be called to account by the civil 
power, whatever crimes they commit. I’hcre is a 
fecond order of prieds, that officiate in the temples of 
other idols; thefe are allowed to follow any fccularcm. 
ployment, and are not didinguiflied from the laitv by 
their habits, but have, how'ever, a certain revW. 
Every morning and evening they attend the fcrvice of 
their temples; and when the people facrifice rice and 
fruits, the pried prefents them before the idol, and 
then delivers them to the finging men and women, and 
other fervants that belong to the temple, and to the 
poor devotees, who cat the provifions: no flefh is 
ever facrificed to the idols of this clad. The third 
order of prieds have no revenues, but build temples 
for thcmfclvcs, without any elcclion or confccration, 
and b^g money to maintain theinfelves. Thefe men* 
dicancsarc mountebanks in their way, diewinga variety 
of whimfical tricks for their bread. They are prohi¬ 
bited by law, from touching the w'aters in wells or 
fprings, nor mud they ufc any but what is procured 
from rivers and ditches. They are confidercd in fo 
dcfpieable a light, that it is held difgraccful tohaveany 
conncclions w ith them. Wednefdays and Saturdays are 
the d-ays they refort to their temples; and at the new 
and full moon they offer facrificcs to the god Bud- 
dow; and on new year’s-day, in the month of March, 
they offer a folemn facrifice to him, on a high moun¬ 
tain, or under a fprcading tree that is deemed facred. 
The principal fedival of the Chingulays is obferved ia 
the month of July, in honour of the moon, when a 
pried goes in folemn proceffion with a garland ol 
flowers, to which the people prefent their ofl'crings. 
The ridiculous pageantry attending this feffival, was 
attempted to beaboliflicd in 1664; but the attempt oc* 
cafioned an infurreclion, fo that the kings of Ceylon are 
obliged to let them continue the pompous mummer)’* 
They have alfo idols of mondrous diapes and forms, 
made of filver, brafs, and other metals, and fometimes 
of clay ; but thofe in Buddow’s temples are the 
of men fitting crofs-lcgged, in yellow habits, like nis 
prieds, reprefenring fome holy men, who, they wi 
were teachers of virtue, and benefadors to man¬ 
kind. 

The ifland of Ceylon was formerly divided intonin 
monarchies, but, at prefent it is under the dominion 0 
one king, whofe court is kept in the center of the iHan » 
at a place called Digligy-Neur; the palace is 
built, the gates large, datcly, and finely 
window-frames are made of ebony, and inlaid 
filver: the kings elephants, troop.s, and 
numerous. The guards are commanded by Dutc 
Portuguefe renegade officers. This monarch aliu 
great dignity, and demands much refpeef, ^ j. 
fubjedls readily pay him, as they imagine, that a 
kings immediately on their demife, arc 
gods. He cxpctds that Chridians fhould jjf 

kneeling, and uncovered, but requires nothing 
them. His title is, Emperor of Ceylon, king 01 
prince of Onva, and the four Cories, great duke 
feven Cories, marquis ofDuranura, lord of the jea-F 
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and rtrtierics of pearls, and precious (t(jnes, lord ot ilic 
golden fun, &c. His revenue conlills in the gifts and 
oiferings of his fubjecb ; his palaces arc built upon al- 
nioft inaccelTiblc places, for the greater fecunty: no 
bridges are permitted to be erected over rivers or 
Itreams, nor any good roads to be made, to render the 
country as impaifable as pollible. None are futi'ered to 
approach his palace without a pafsport Itampcd in 
clay- The troops are hereditary, and their weapons are 
fwords, guns, pikes, bows and arrows, "fhey are 
fubtle, but not coui^cous, and will not engage an 
enemy but by furprife, or when there is fome mani- 
fc(l advantage in their favour. It is fo difficult to pe¬ 
netrate into the inland parts, and all the paifes are fo' 
well guarded, that even the Dutch theinfelves are un¬ 
acquainted with the greateft part of the ifland. In the 
year 1505 the Portuguefe landed in Ceylon, and about 
twelve years after they eftablifhed faCT:ories there, the 
reigning king permitting them to build forts; and, 
upon his demife, he declared the king of Portugal his 
heir; but in procefs of time the Portuguefe behaving 
with great infolcncc and cruelty, the young king of 
Candy invited in the Dutch, in 1639, after a te¬ 
dious w'ar, at length, in the year 1655, fubdued the 
Portuguefe, and became mafters of the trade and coaft': 
upon which they drove the king, their ally, into the 
mountains, and, with their wonted gratitude, made 
him their tributary. The Dutch have in fubfequent 
years committed many cruelties, and the natives fre¬ 
quently retaliate by making excurlions among them, 
or murdering all they meet with at a diflancc jfrom the 
forts, and in the interior part of the ifland. 

(4.) The Maldives. The Maldivia iflands, fo called 
from Male, the chief of them, which is the refidence 
of their king, lie about four hundred miles fouth w'eft 
of Ceylon and Cape Comorin. They extend from 
4 S. to 8 deg. N. latitude; and are about 600 
miles in length, and upwards of 100 in the broadeft 
part. They are faid to be 1000 in number, but many 
of them are only large hillocks of fand, and from the 
barrennefs of the foil, are uninhabited. The whole 
country is divided into 13 provinces, called Attolons, 
each ot which contains many fmall iflands, and is of 
a circular form, about 100 miles in circumference, 
fhefc provinces all lie in a line, and are feparated 
from each other by channels, four of which are navi¬ 
gable for large ffiips; but are very dangerous, on ac¬ 
count of the amazing rocks that break the force of the 
iw and raile prodigious furges. At the bottom of 
thclc channek is found a fubftance like wffiitc coral. 
Which, \^en boiled in cocoa-water, greatly rcfcmbles 
ugar. The currents generally run caff and weft al¬ 
ternately hx months, but the time of the change is un- 
^rtain; and fometimes they change from N. to S. 
fli. / 5^ceeding fultry, this country lying near 

arpt ftdes : the nights, how'ever, 

^ produce heavy dews that arc re- 

comn^ A vegetables. Their winter 

Xrh continues till October, during 

wind? 1 perpetual rains, wdth ftrong cafterly 

Cktohp ^cver any froft. The fummer be “gins in 
the continues fix months, during which time 

fcarce m the heat is lo cxceffivc as 

that feafon?^^*^* tlirough- 

great ^te very fertile, and produce 

of bnVh * rnillet, and another grain much like 
Were are harvefts every year, 

particularlv of roots that ferve for food, 

grows wil/Q bread-fruit, called nell-pou, wdfich 

excellent fnj> gtcat plenty. The w'oods produce 
India fig? ^^coas, citrons, pomegranates, and 

bhfFaloes ^ animals for ufc are fticep and 

king a few cows and bulls that belong to 

^^efeareonlv ^^I^rtcd from the continent; but 
not Z u P^r^^cular feftivals. The natives 
prodigious n., P?^^^ty> but they are fupplied w'ith 

Woods a arc caught in 

No. ^ ^ ^ price* They have 


a ^ P enty ot wild pigeons, ducks, rails, and birds re- 
eni ling fparrow.hawks. The fea produces moft kinds 
01 tilii, great quantities of which are exported from 
nence to Sumatra. AmOng the fifti is one called a 
cowrie, the (hells of which (called in England black- 
moors teeth) are uled in moft part of the Indies in- 
Itead ot coin. 

The only poifonous animals here are fnakes; a dan. 
gerous fort of them infeft the borders of the fea. I'he 
inhabitants alfb are much troubled wdth rats, dormice, 
pilmires, and other fpecics of vermin, wffiich are very 
dcftru( 5 hve to their provifions, fruit, and other perifli- 
able commodities; for which reafon they build their 
granaries on piles in the fea, at Tome di(lance from the 
are^built ”^»^cr moft of the king's granaries 

In thefe iflands the natives are very robuft, of an 
olive complexion, and well featured. They arc natu- 
rally ingenious, and apply themfelves with great in* 
diiftry to various manufaChircs, particularly the mak* 
mgof lilk and cotton. They are cautious, and (harp 
in trading, courageous, and w^ell (killed in arms. The 
common people go almoft naked, having only a piece 
ot cotton faftened round the waift, except on (eftival 
days, when they wear cotton or filk jerkins, with w'aift* 
^ats, the fleeves of which reach only to their elbows 
Phe wealthier fort tie a piece of cloth between their 
legs, aii^d round the waift, next to which they have a 
piece of blue, or red cotton, that reaches to the knees, 
and to that is joined a large piece of cotton and filk, 
reaching to their ancles, and girded with a fquare 
handkerchief embroidered with gold or filvcr • and the 
whole IS fecured by a large filk girdle fringed,’ the ends 
of wffiich hang down before; and within this fdrdle on 
the left (ide they keep their money and bAci; and on 
me right fide a knife. They fet great value on this in- 
ftrument, from its being their only weapon; for none 
out the King s officers and fbldicrs are permitted to 
wear any other. The rich have filk turbans on their 
heads, richly adorned, but thofc of the poor are made 
of cotton, and only ornamented with ribbons of va¬ 
rious colours. The women are fairer than the men, 
and, in general, of a very agreeable difpolition. They 
wear a coat of cotton, or filk, that reaches down to 
the ancles, over which they have a long robe of taffen', 
or fine cotton, that extends from the (boulders to the 
feet, and is faftened round the neck by two gilt but¬ 
tons. Their hair, which is efteemed a great ornament 
is Hack; and to obtain this, they keep their daughters 
heads (haved till they arc eight or ten years of age, leav¬ 
ing only a little hair on their foreheads to diftinguifli 
them from the boys. They wafh their heads and hair 
in water, to make the latter thick and long, and let it 
hang loofe that the air may dry it j after which th -y 
perfume it with an odoriferous oil. When this is don- 
they ftrokc all the hair backwards from the forehead’ 
and tie it behind in a knot, to which they add a larot^’ 
lock of a man’s hair; and the whole is curioufly ornaa 
mented with flowers of various forts. The common 
people have houfes built of cocoa-wood, and covered 
with leaves fewed one within another; but the fuperior 
fort build their houfes of ftonc, which N taken froin 
under the flats and rocks in the following manner- a 
mong other trees in this ifiand, is one called &ndou' 
exceedingly foft, and, when dry, and fa-.vcu iiu' planks' 

IS much lighter than cork : the natives, who are ex’ 
ccllent fwimmers, dive under water, and, having fixed 
upon a ftonc for that purpofe, they faften a ftroi^ rope 
to It: after this, they take a plank of the cSidou 
wood, which, having a hole bored in it, is put on the 
rope, and forced down quite to the ftonc: they then 
run on a number of other boards, till the light Mood 
nfes up to the top, dragging the ftonc along m ith it 
By this contrivanire the natives weighed up the cannoii. 
and anchors of a French fliip that was caft aM-av near 
their coaft about a century ago. 

The Maldivians, in genera], are very pblite partin, 
larly thofe on the ifiand of Male; Sstthey ve^ 
libidinous, and fornicauon is not confidered as any 
4 I er "-“ • 
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crime; neither miift any pcrfon ohcr inlult to a woman 
that has been guilty of milcondud previous to imr- 
magc. Every man is allowed to ha^e three wives it he 
can maintain them, but not more. The girls are mar¬ 
riageable at eight years of age, when they wear an ad¬ 
ditional covering on their necks; the boys go naked 
till feven, when they are circumcifed, and wear the 
ufual drefs of their country afterwards. Thele people 
are very abftcmious in their diet, their principal tood 
confifting of roots made into meah and baked; par¬ 
ticularly thofe called nelUpoii, and elas, the latter o 
which they drefs feveral ways: they alfo make a {Wt- 
tao-c of milk, cocoa, honey, and bread, which they 
eifeem an excellent dilli; and their common drink is 
water. 'I'hey lit crofs legged at .their meals, in the 
fame manner as in other eaftern countries. 1 he lioor 
on which they lit is covered with a fine mat, and they 
ufe banana leaves inftcad of table cloths. 1 heir dilhcs 
are chiefly of china, all vcflcls ot gold, orfilver, being 
prohibited by law: they arc made round with a cover, 
over which is a piece of filk to keep out the ants. 
They take up their vitfhials between their-fingers, and 
in lb careful a manner as not to let any fall; ami it they 
have occafion to fpit, they rife from the table and 
walk out. They do not drink till they have fimihed 
their meal, for ihcv conlider that as a mark ot rude- 
nefs; and they are Very cautious of eating in the pre- 
fence of ftrangers. They have no fet meals, attending 
only to the call of nature, and all their provifions are 
drcfTed by the women, for to cook is accounted dif- - 
graceful to a man. Being naturally very cleanly, as foon 
% they rife in the morning they walh themfelvcs, rub 
their eyes with oil, and black their cyc-brows. They arc . 
alfo very careful in walhing and clcanling their teeth. ' 
that thcyliiay the better receive the flain of the betel 
and areea, which is red, a colour they arc particularly . 
fond of. They prefent betel, which they keep always 
about them, upon bccafional falutations, as vve do 

They have many pagan cufioms, though they pro- 
fefs the religion of the Mahometans. When they meet I 
with any difaftcr at fea, they pray to the king ot the . 
winds; and there is in every ifiand a place, where 
•thofe who have efcaped danger make offerings to him 
of little veffcls made for the purpofc, m which they 
put fragrant woods, flowers, and other perfumes, and 
then turn the veffcl adrift to the; mercy ot the waves. 
They dare not fpit to the windward, for fear of oflend- 
in<T this aerial deity ; and all the veffcls that arc devoted 
to him, are kept as clean as their mofques. 1 hey impute 
croffes, ficknefs, and death to the devil; and in order 
to pacify him, in a certain place, make him banquets 
and offerings of flowers. Each of their mofques is 
lituated in the center of a fquarc, and round it they 
bury their dead: they arc very neat burldings, have 
three doors, each afeended by a flight of flops: the 
walls within are wainfeoted, and the ceiling is of wood 
beautifully variegated. The floor is of polilhed flone, 
covered with mats and tapeftry; and the ceiling and 
wainfeoting are firmly joined, without cither nails or 
pegs. Each mofquc has its priefl, who, belides the 
duties of his office, teaches the children to read and 
write the Maldavian language, which is a radical tongue: 
he alfo inflrudh them in the Arabic tongue, and is re¬ 
warded for thefe fervices by the parents. Thofe of the 
people, who arc very religious, go to their mofques five 
times a day; and before they enter it, they wafli their 
feet hands, cars, eyes and mouth. They who do not 
go to the mofque, may fay their prayers at home; but 
if they arc known to omit doing one or the other, they 
are treated with the greatefl contempt, and every body 
avoids their company. They keep their Sabbath on 
Friday, which is celebrated with great fcftivity; and 
the fame is obferved on the day of every new moon. 
They have feveral other fcftivals in the courfc of the 
year • the mofl diflinguifl-icd of which is called mau- 
lude’ and is held in the month of Odober, on the night 
of vvhich Mahomet died. On this occafion a large 
wooden houfe, or hall, is creefled on a particular part 
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le ifland, the inlide of vvhich is lined with the rirW 
tapeftry. In the middle of the hall is arable^ 
vered with various forts of provifions, and round it jr 
hung a prodigious number of lamps, the fmoke 
which gives a moft fragrant feenr. The people a? 
feinble about 8 o'clock in the evening, and are 
by proper officers appointed for that purjjorc 
cording to their refpedive ftations. The priefts’ ani 
other ecclcliafties ling till midnight, when the whole 
alicmbly fall pi oftrate on the ground, in which poftu,^ 
they continue till the chief prieft rifes, when the reft 
follow his example. The people arc then fcrvedwiih 
betel and drink; and when the fervice is entirely over 
each takes a part of the provifions on the table, and 
preferve the fame, as a facred relic, with the u’tmoft 
care. When two perfons enter into the ftate of mar¬ 
riage, the man gives notice of his delign to the pandiare, 
or naybe, who demands of him, if he is willing to 
have the woman propofed for his wife; on hisanfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, the pandiare queftions the pa- 
rents as to their confent; if they approve of it, the wo¬ 
man is brought, and the parries are married in the 
prcfence of their relations and friends. After the ceit- 
mony is over, the woman is consluded to her huiband's 
houfe, where Ihe is vilitcd by her friends, and a grand 
entertainment is provided on the occafion. The bride¬ 
groom makes prefents to the king, and the bride likc- 
wife pays the fiime kind of compliment to the queen. 
The rrlan does not receive any dowry with his biide, 
and he is not only obliged to pay the expcncc of the 
nuptial ceremony, and to maintain her, but hemuft 
alfo fettle a jointure upon her, though, if flie thinics 
proper, Ihe. may rclinquifli it after marriage, hwo- 
niah cannot part from her huiband without his confent; 
but a man may at any time divorce his wife; however, 
if her affent to the Icptiration is not obtained, flic may 
demand her jointure; yet as -this is confidcred as a 
mean atft, it is fcldom pradliccd. 

When any one dies, the corpfe is waftied by one of 
the fame fex, of which there are fe:veral in each illand 
appointed for that pUrpofe. After this it is wrapped 
up in cotton; with the right hand placed on the right 
ear, and the left on the thigh. Then it is laid on the 
right fide in a coffin of canHoii wood, and carried ro 
the place of interment by fix relations or friends, and 
followed by the neighbours, who attend without bebg^ 
invitetl. The grave is covered with a large piece oi 
lilk, or cotton, vvhich, after the interment, becomes 
the property of the prieft. The corpfc is laid in the 
grave with the face towards Mahomet’^ tomh; and 
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when depofited, the grave is filled up with whitefand. 


fprinkled with water. In the pmceffion both ^ 
from the grave, the relations fcatter cowries, for^ 
benefit of the ptxir, and gives pieces of gold 

to the prieft, according to the circumftanccsof thcac- 
ceafed. The prieft lings continually during the cem- 
mony; and when the whole is over, the relations 
vite the company to a fcaft. They inclofe 
with wooden raihs, for they confider it as a An tor ^ 
pcrfon to walk over them; and they pay fuchrclp 
to the bones of the dead, that no perfons, . 

priefts, dare to touch them. On this occafion M 
make little difference in their habits: the ^ 
only go bare-headed to the grave, and concuuic 
a few days after the ceremony of the funeral. ' 
fon dies at fea, the body, after being 
into a coffin, with a written paper, mentioning 
religion, and requefting thofe who fjng 

corpfc to give it a decent intcimcnt. ^ pnicSi 

over it, and after having completed their 
commit it to the waves-on a plank ot candoii ^ ^ 

Male, the illand where the king rcfide.s, 
the center of the reft, and is about five jn:^ 

fercnce. The palace'is built of ftone, and pa”)' 
feveral cptirrs - and apartments; but it is utily ® 
high, and th.eafchitcH'ture vciy infigniftcant: o ^ 
it is cieganclynmfficd with in,'and furroundeo 
dens, in which are fountains and eiftems o 
The portal is-built, like a-^Iquare tower j stnd on ^ 
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,1,. mulicians fing and play upon the top of it. 
Jays the mu rclpedive apartments arc 

to avoid the ants, and arc covered 
nt moeftrV, fringed, and Howored with gold, 
ttich hliv-t p ) & hammocks, between 

‘£‘ „»m«ed bom. .nd -ta h. Ii„ 

'/ Jh s attendants rock him to leep. His drefs is 
o rmt made of fine white cloth or cotton, with 
ufually a edc^ings, faftened with buttons of folid 
white ant o 5 ^ ^ embroidered tapeftery 

?own m his heels, and is falkned‘with a 
nt trirdle fringed, with a great gold chain before, 
fckSrrd^of the mol? precious Hones. On 
i"\eid he w«rs a fcarlet cap, whidi is a colour fo 
.Lmed, that no other perfon may prefumc to wear it. 
ThfsVis laced with gold, and on the top of it is a 
hrK goU button with a precious ftonc. 1 he grandees 
Inf foldiers wear long hair, but the kings head is 
toved once a week; he goes bare legged but wears 
Ldalsof gilt copper, which are worn only by the royal 
fZilv ^hen he goes abroad, his dignity is dillin- 
Lilhed particularly by a white umbrella, which no 
other perfons, except Hrangers, are permitted to ufc. 
He' has three pages near his perlon, one ol whom car¬ 
ries his fur, another his fword and buckler, and a third 
his box of betel and areca, which he ahnofl conllantly 
chews He goes to the mol'que on Fridays m great 
pomp, his guards dancing, and firikiiig their Iwords 
on each others targets to the found of mulic ; and is 
attended on his return, by the principal people ol the 
illand. He either walks, or is carried in a chair by 
Haves, there being no beafts of burden. When the 
queen appears in public, (he is attended by a great 
number of female Oaves, fome of whom go before, to 
give notice to the men to keep out of the way; and 
four ladies carrv a veil of white filk over her head, that 
reaches to the ground; on this occafion, all the women 
from the feveral diftrias meet her with fiowers, fruits, 
&c. She and her ladies frequently bathe in the fca for 
their health, for the convenience of which they have a 
place on the fhore clofe to. the water, which is inclofed, 
and the top of it covered with white cotton. The only 
light in the chambers of the queen, or thofe of the 
ladies of quality, is what lamps afford, w'hich are kept 
continually burning, it being the ciiffom of the country 
never to admit day-light. The drawing room, or that 
part where they ufually refide, is blocked up \yith four 
or five rows of tapeffry, the innermoff of which none 
muff lift up till they have couglied, and told 
names. The guards appointed to attend on the king’s 
perfon confifl: of fix hundred, who arc commandecUby 
his grandees j and he has confidcrable magazines of 
arms, cannon, and feveral forts of ammunition. His 
revenues confiff chiefly of a number of iflands, appro¬ 
priated to the crown, wuth certain taxes on the various 
^rodudions of others ; in the money paid to purchafe 
titles aad offices, and for licences to wear fine cloaths. 
Befides thefe, he has a cbim to all goods imported by 
Ihipping; for when a veflel atrives, the king is ac¬ 
quainted with its contents, out of which he takes what 
he thinks proper, at a low price, and obliges his fub- 
jeds to purchafe them of him again, at what fum he 
plcjfcs to fix, by w’ay of exchange, for fuch com¬ 
modities as beft fuit him. All the ambcigris found in 
this countr)* (which produces more than any other part 
of the Indies) is alfo the property of the king; and fo 
•narrowly is it watched, that a perfon would be punifhed 
with the .lofs of his right hai)d, if deceded in convert¬ 
ing it to his own ufe. Moft of the nobility and gentry • 
live in the north part of this ifland, for the convenience 
being n^r the court; and fo much is this quarter ' 
-cmcd, mat when the king baniflies a criminal, the • 
iding him to the fouth is thought to be a fuflicient 
nifhmcnr. 

The 


he government here is abfolute monarchy, every 
•*g depending on the king s pleafure. Each attolon, or ; 
wince, has a naybe, or governor, who is both a prieft ' 
i dodor of the law. He not only prefides over 
' inferior priefts, and is veiled with the management 
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of all religious affairs, but he is likew'ife intruded with 
the adminiftration ofjuftice, both in civil and criminal 
cafes. They are in fad: fo many judges, and make four 
circuits every year throughout their JurifdidiOn; but 
they have a fuperior, called the pandiarc, w ho refidcs 
in the iflc of Male, and who is not only the fupreme 
judge of all caufes, but alfo the head of the church: he 
receives appeals from the governor of each province, 
but does not pafs fcntcnce without confulting feveral 
learned dodors ; and from him appeals are carried to 
the king, who refers the matter to fix of his privy coun¬ 
cil. The pandiare makes a circuit once a year through 
the ifland of Male (as does every governor in his re- 
fpedive province) and condemns all to be feourged who 
connot fay their creed and prayers in the Arabic tongue, 
and conftrue them in that of the Maldivian. At this 
time the women muff not appear in the ffrect unveiled, on 
pain of having their l.air cut oft', and their heads ftiavcd, 
which is very difgraceful. They have various modes 
of puni ihmcnt for crimes. If a man is murdered, the 
wife cannot profecutc the criminal; but if the deceafed 
has left any children, the judge obliges him to main¬ 
tain them till they are of age, when they may cither 
profecutc or pardon the murderer. Stealing any thing 
valuable is punilhed with the amputation of a hand, 
and, for trifling matters, they are banifhed to the 
fouthern iflands. Anadultrcfs is puniflicd by having her 
hair cutoff’, and thofe guilty of perjury pay a pccuniaiy 
mulc^l. Notwithllanding the law makes homicide 
death, yet a criminal is never condemned to die, unlefs 
it is cxprcfsly ortlcrcd by tlic king; in which cafe he 
orders his own foldicrs to execute the fcntcnce. 

The chief articles exported from thefe iflands arc 
cocoa-nuts, cowries, and tGrtoife-fhclls, the lattcjr of 
which'Ls exceeding beautiful, and not to be met with 
in any other place, except the Philippine Iflands. The 
imported articles are, iron, ftcel, fpices, china, rice, &c. 
all which, a.s has been obferved, are ingrolled by the 
king, who fel's them to his fubjeifls at his own price, 
'rhey have only one fort of money, whicli is filvcr, called 
lorrins, each of which is about the value of eight pence. 
It is two inches long, and folded, the king’s name being 
fet upon the folds in Arabic charaders. One thoufand 
two hundred cowries make one lorrin. In their own 
market they frequently baiter one thing for another. 
Their gold and filvcr is all imported from abroad, and 
is current here as in all other parts of the Indies; by 
weight. 

The Maldives are happily placed, with rcfpcdltoxach 
other, for producing mutual commerce, to the rcfpec- 
tive inhabitants; for though the 13 Attolons are in 
the fame climate, and all of them very fertile, yet they 
produce fuch different commodities, that the people 
in one cannot live without what is found in another. 
The inhabitants have likewifc fo divided themfcives, as 
greatly to enhance this commercial advantage; for ail 
the weavers live in one ifland. the goidfmichs in ano¬ 
ther, and the like of the different manufailures. In 
order, however, to render the communication eafy, 
thefe artificers have fmall boats, built high on the fides, 
in which they work, ficep, and eat, while failing from 
one ifland to another to expofe their goods to falc, and 
fometimes they arc out a confidcrable time before they 
return to their fixed habitations. 

(5.) Bombay. This is feated on an ifland near the 
well coaft of India, in 19 deg. N. latitude, and in 72 
deg. E. longitude. It is an excellent harbour, from 
whence the Portuguefe, the firff pofTefTors of the 
Europeans, gave it the name of Boonbay, now cor¬ 
ruptly called Bombay. The ifland on which it ffands, 
is about 20 miles in circumference: the chief town is a 
mile in length, meanly built; the fort ffands at a dif- 
tance from it. The ifland is inhabited by Englifh, 
Portuguefe, and Moors: there are three or four more 
fmall towns on the ifland. The foil is barren, and the 
water bad ; they preferve therefore the rain water in 
cifterns; andjhcreis a well of pretty good frelh water 
about a mile iroirt the towm. The king of Portugal 
'transferred this iiland 10 Charles II. king of England, 

as 






















312 


VOYAGES ROUND the Wt)RLD Complete. 


Jis part of the portion of the Infanta Katherine, whom 
he married in the year 1662, and the king afterwards 
gave it to the Eail India Company. The fort has been 
beiieged both by the Mogul aiKl the Dutch, but neither 
of them were able to take it. Notwithflanding Bom¬ 
bay lies within the tropics, yet the climate is not dif- 
agrceable to the conftitvnion of Europeans; there being 
but few days in the courfe of the year, in which the 
weather is in any extreme. The Ihort hot feafon precedes 
the periodical return of the rains: the night dews, 
however, arc very dangerous, therefore great carelhould 
be taken not to be expofed to them. If people would 
but live temperately in this place, they need not be 
afraid of the climate, which is far healthier than in any 
other of the Europeans fettlcments; and there are fomc 
good phyficians on the iflaivd. They have wet weather 
at Bombay about four months in the year, which is 
commonly introduced by a very violent thunder ftorm: 
during this feafon all trading veflels are laid up. The 
rains begin about the latter end of May, and continue 
till September, when the black merchants keep a feftival, 
gilding a cocoa-nut, which they confeci*ate and commit 
to the waves. What they abound in moft is their 
groves of cocoa-nut trees, their rice fields, and onion 
grounds. Their gardens alfo produce mangoes, jacks, 
and other Indian fruits; and they alfo make large quan¬ 
tities of fait, with very little trouble, from the fca- 
watcr. 

Tlte town or city of Bombay is a mile long, and fur- 
rounded by a wall or ditch; it has alfo a pretty good 
caftle; fo that it is well fecured, and eftcemed one of 
the ftrongeft places belonging to our Eaft India Com¬ 
pany. "fhehoufes of the Englifii confifl, in general, of 
a ground floor, with a court both before and behind, in 
which are out-houfes and offices. Mofl: of the windows 
are of tranfparent oyflcr-fhells, w'hich admit a tolerable 
good light. The flooring of their habitations is a fort 
of flucco, compofed offliells that h^vc been burnt; this 
tl-icy call chunam, which being well tempered, and be¬ 
coming hard, receives an excellent polifli. The Englifh 
church is a very neat building, fituate on a pleafant 
green, round w hich are the houfes of the Englifti; as to 
thofe in which the black merchants refidc, they arc, in 
general, ill contrived ftrudurcs ; and the pagodas of the 
gentoos, arc mofl: wTctchcd edifices. 

The government is entirely Englifh, fubordinatc to 
the India Company, who appoint bycommiffion a pre- 
fidcnt and council; and the maritime and military force 
isundcr the immediate dirccT:ion of the prefident, who 
is ftilcd commander in chief. The common foldiers 
arc of many nations ; but what are called topaffes, arc 
for the moil part black, or of a mixed breed from the 
Tortiigucfe. There arc alfo regular companies of the 
natives, who arc called Teapoys. Any popifli pricfl, 
except a Portuguefe, may officiate in the churches of the 
three Roman catholic parilhes, into which Bombay is 
divided ; but the Englilh formed an objedlion againfl: 
the Portuguefe, from an apprehenfion that thofe fathers 
might have rather too dole a connexion with others of 
their own country, in the adjacent fettlements belong¬ 
ing to their mafler: however, there are no difputes in 
this tow n about profeflions in religion, all alike being 
tolerated. Liberty of confcicncc, freedom of fpeech, 
riches, and honour'?, dillinguifli the people and clime. 

Bombay is inhabited by a mixture of all nations ; 
Englifii, Portuguefe, and Indians, amounting, as it is 
faid, to 50 or 60,000. The prefident of Surat is ufually 
governor of the place, who has a deputy here, and courts 
of juft ice, regulated as in England. The governor, 
when he is upon the ifland, appears in greater ftate 
than the governor of fort St. George, being attended, 
when he goes abroad, by two troops of Moors and 
Bandarins, with their ftandards. The natives, and 
thofe who arc feafoned to the country, enjoy a tolerable 
good ftate of health, and, if they ufc temperance, live to 
a good old age. Near Bombay are feveral iflands, the 
chief of W'hich arc Butcher’s Ifland, Elcphanta, and 
Salfcttc. The lirfl; took its name from groat numbers 
«if cattle being kept in it for the ufc of Bombay; and the 


Iccond from the enormous figure of an elephanT^ 
ftone, and which, at a diftance, has the 
one alive, the ftone being cxadly of the colour 
quadruped. On this ifland, which is nearly one • 
hill, and about three miles in circumference, the 
temple hewn from the rock. This real curiofity^ 
poited by tw'o rows of pillars, and is 10 feet hierf, f ^ 
an oblong fquare, about 80 feet in length, and'aliov 
in breadth, and its roof is formed of the rock cut 
At the farther end of this Angular ftrudture Hand h’ 
figures of two giants, the faces of which, however h^^^ 
been much mutilated. The Portuguefe, when th ^ 
became pofTefled of this ifland, disfigured and injurS 
thefe pieces of antiquity as much as poffiblc. 
curious fabric has two doors, w hich front eachothe ^ 
near one of them are feveral images, much disfirmred' 
and there is one image (landing cred, with a drawn 
dagger in one hand, and a child in the other. Th 
other door, which opens on the left-hand, has an area 
before it; at the upper end of which is a range of 
pillars, or colonade, adjoining to an apartment orna¬ 
mented with regular architeclure, round the cornices of 
which are fome paintings. The whole of this tem¬ 
ple differs from all of the mofl: antique gcntoo-build- 
ings; but with refpccl to the jera when genius and 
labour produced it, no difcovcrics have yet been made. 

Salfetts lies northward of Bombay, being about 26 
miles long, and 9 broad. Here is a ruinated place 
caVed Canara, where are feveral caverns in rocks 
which confiderably gratify the curiofity of fuch Euro^ 
peans who vifit them. The foil is extremely fertile, 
and great plenty of game is found in this ifland, which, 
it muft be acknowledged, is a mofl agreeable fitua- 
tion. It was originally comprehended under the re¬ 
gality of Bombay, and of confcqucnce became the pro¬ 
perty of the Englifh crown when Bombay was given to 
King Charles the fccond; but the Portuguefe defrauded 
us of it; they, however, loft this ifland by the invafion 
of the Marattas, who inhabit the continent bordering 
on Bombay: they area very formidable tribe of gentoos, 
who have extended their dominions by dint of arms. 
Their chief, or king, refidcs generally in the moun¬ 
tains of Decan, at a fort called Raree ; reported to be 
the ftrongeft place in the univerfe: it is fo well and 
pow'erfully guarded by nature, that no enemy can ap¬ 
proach it, being furrounded by fteep, inacceflible rocks. 
In this fort the king, or mar-rajah, holds his court, and 
lives in great fplendor. He has long been the avowed 
foe of the Moguls, Subahs, and Nabobs; making war, 
and concluding treaties, juft as he thought his intcrcll 
might be bcfl promoted. The Marattas are all bred 
to arms and agriculture: the ufc of the former they 
learnt from the Europeans, though they depend greatly 
on their targets, which wdll turn the ball of a piflol, and 
even a mufket from a diftance. Their fwords are ex¬ 
cellent, with which they do great execution, but their 
mufkets are very indifferent. Their horfes arc fmall, 
adfive, and will go through much fatigue. European 
arts and maniifadlurcs receive little encouragement 
among thefe people, who prefer thofe of their ow n coun¬ 
try to the moft curious that can be (hewn them Imm 
foreign parts. 

(6.) In 15 deg. 20 min. N. latitude, and 74 deg. 20 
min. E. longitude from London, on an ifland, about 20 
miles in length, and fix in breadth, ftands the largely 
ftrong town of Goa, which is the principal place be¬ 
longing to the Portuguefe in India: it was taken o/ 

them A. D. 1508. It has the convenience of a nnc 
fait-water river, capable of receiving (hips of the 
burden, where they lie within a mile of the town. 1 
banks of the river are beautified with a great numoc 
of handfon-ic ftrudlures, fuch as caftles, ctiurchcs, ^an 
gentlemens houfes. The air without the town is' v 
unvvholcfomc, for which reafon it is not fo ^ 
habited as formerly. The viceroy’s palace is n no 
building, and ftands at a fmall diftance from 
which leads toafpacioiis ftreet, terminated 
ful church. Goa contains a great number of j J 
churches, convents, and cloifters, with a 
























Captain CARTERET's VOYAGE-for making Difcoveries in the SouxrrPRtt Ocean, &c 




hofnical, all well endowed, and kept in good repair. 
The market-place takes up an acre of ground ; and in 
the (hops about it may be had the produce of Europe, 
Bengal,thina, and other countries of Icfs note. Every 
chuR-h has afet of bells, fome of which arc continu¬ 
ally ringing- I’heir religion is Roman Catholic, and 
they have a mofl: borrid cruel inquifition. There arc 
a great number of Indian converts, who generally 
retain fome of their old cuftoms, particularly, they 
cannot be brought to eat beef. However, there are 
many gentoos in the city, who are tolerated, becaufe 
they are more induftrious than the Chriftians, and better 
artilts. The clergy arc very numerous, and illiterate; 
but the churches are finely embelliflied, and have 
numbers of images. Their houfes, which are of fione, 
are fpacious and handfome, and make a fine fhew; but 
they are poorly finiflied within. The inhabitants arc 
contented with greens, roots, and fruit, which, with a 
little bread, rice, and fifli, is their only diet, though they 
have hogs and fowls in plenty. They are much ad- 
difiad to women, and are generally weak, lean, and 
feeble. Captain Hamilton, when he was in this ifland, 
flood on a hill near the city, and counted above 8o 
churches, convents, and monafleries, and he was told, 
that there were about 30,0x50 priefts and monks. The 
body of St. Francis Xavier is buried in St. Paul’s 
Church, and, as they pretend, performs a great many 
miracles. None of the churches, except one, have 
glafs windows, for they make ufe of oyfler-fhells inflead 
of glafs. The town itfelf has few manufactures, or 
produdtions, their beft trade being in arrack, which 
they diftil from toddy, the fap of the cocoa-nut tree. 
The river’s mouth is defended by feveral forts and bat¬ 
teries, well planted on both Tides with large cannon; 
and there are feveral other forts in different places. 
This fcctlement is 250 miles N. by W. of Cochin. 

(7.) The idand of Diu or Dio. This is fituated in 
21 deg. 45 min. N. latitude, and in 68 deg. 55 min. 
E. longitude; and is three miles long, and two broad. 
TTic town, which bears the fame name, is pretty large, 
and fortified by a high flone wall, with baft ions at 
convenient diftances, and well furnifhed with cannon. 
The harbour is well fecured by two caftlcs, one ^ of 
which IS made ufe of for powder, and other warlike 
ftorcs. It was one of the beft places in thofe parts, the 
uruaures being built of free ftone and marble. It 
ccintams five or fix fine churches well embellifhed 
within^, with images and painting, built by the Por- 
tuguefe; but it is much decayed of late years, not 
one fourth part of it being inhabited. In 1670 it was 
taken by the Arabs, who plundered all the churches, 
and other places, of their riches, but were driven away 
wuh the lofs of 1000 men. There are not now above 
200 Poituguefe inhabitants, for the reft are Banians, 
Who may amount to 40,000. 

(8.) The Johor Iflands. Thefe lie to the N. E. of 
^ape Komano, but produce nothing fit for the carrying 
bv Aurc, one of them, is peopled 

who are find to form a kind of republic, 
on wWi J ^ In this ifland arc feveral mountains, 

niany plantations of cocoa-trees. Articles 
therhif P^^Iiafed here with iron, and the people have 
charaacrofbcingvery honeft,fricndly,and hofpitable. 
which "^^P?^‘*'»®rSincapora, is an ifiand and town, 
ofMalor! 4 Touthermoft point of the peninfula 
Straits name to the S. E. part of Malacca 

diamnnrio ^ mountain which yields excellent 

foil nf grow to a great fize. The 


foil of ^ iize. 1 he 

timber for ft^^iuifd'ing^^ produce good 

iflands inhabited of fevci-al 

i>odia Tr i the coaft of Cam- 

and uL m 107 deg. 40 min. E. longitude, 

i^t lenirth tnm. N.-latitude. It is about 13 miles 
above a breadth, but in fome places not 

arcofamiHrU inhabitants of this ifiand 

pJcxioh is pvr^ ^^ture, and w ell Ihaped, but their com- 
Slack their fwarthy. Their hair is ftrait and 

thev remarkably fmall, and their nofes 

No. js fimall mouths, white teeth. 


and in their difpolicion.s are very courreou.s. T Ik , 
almoft naked, except on particular occanons, ‘.'i:. n 
they arc drefied in a long garment girded about fi ' 
want, and ornamented with various coloured ribbands. 
1 heir houfes are built of bambods, covered with long 
gra s.; but they are very fniall. They are raifed feveral 
eet roiti the earth, on account of the dampnefs of the 
ground; and they have neither doors nor windows; fo 
that one fide is left open as well for convenience of light, 
as for the entrance of the people. They arc very free 
of their women, and will bring them on board the 
imps, where they arc kept by the fiiilors while they ftav: 
Ihele people arc idolaters, but ofw'hatkind is not 
known; however, they have images of elephants in 
their temples W'hich arc mean edifices built of wood: 
on die fouth-fide of the ifiand is one of this kind; 
wuthin it IS the figure of an elephant, and without is 
that Of a horfe. The foil of this ifiand is a blackilh 
mould, but the hills arc Ibmewhat ftony. The trees 
are not very thick, but large, tali, and fit for any ufe. 
Ihe principal frintd are rhangdes, a fort of grapes, and 
baftard nutmegs. The .-uiiraals are hogs, lizards, 
and baftard nutmegs There .are fowls of various kinds, 
as turtle do\)'es, pigeon.s, wild cocks and hens, parrots, 
and parroquers, and feveral forts of birds, not known 
in Europei Ihe Tea produces great plenty of turtles, 
limpets, and mufcles. The chief employment of the 
inhabitants is to get tar out of the very large trees that 
grow here. In 1702, the Englifh fettled in thi.s ifiand, 
after the factory of Ghufan, on the coaft of China, was 
broke up. However, they continued here but a lliort 
time; for having made an agreement with fome Ma- 
Gafiars, natives of the ifiand of Celebes, to ferve for 
foldicrs, and afiift in buildinga fort, and not difeharging 
them at the end of three years, (for which term they 
were engaged) they rofe in the night, and murdered 
every Englifiiman they could find on the ifiand. The 
Englifii had purchafed this ifiand of the king of Cam¬ 
bodia, to whom, after this event, it again reverned. Few 
remains of the fort are now Handing, it having been for 
the J^oft part dcmolifiied. There are feveral other 
fmall ifiands in thefe feas, namely, 

(i.) Pulo-binding, near the continent of Malaccar 
which belongs to the Dutch where they have a fort. 

(2.) Pulo-Timon, on theeaftern coaft of the penin¬ 
fula of Malacca, in 3 deg. 12 rnin. N. latitude, and 
105 deg. 40 min. E. longitude. It is pretty larger 
covered with trees, and the valleys are vefy plcafant: 

It is often touched at for wood, water, and other re- 
frcfhments, and there is great plenty of green turtles. 

(3.) Pulo-Way, near the ifland of Sumatra: it* i^ 
firuated in 5 deg. 40 min. N. lat. and in 21 deg. 47 min. 

E. long. It IS the largeft of all rhofe iflands which form 
the entrance of the channel of Achcin, and is peopled 
by culprits who arebanilhed from thence. 

(4.) Puna, 1 20 miles north ofPatay. It lies at th<- 
entrance of the bay of Guiaquil, in 3 deg. i r min S 
latitude, and 100 deg. 5 min. W. longitude. 

Having given this copious, geographical, deferiptive, 
and hiftorical account of the moft remarkable ifiands in 
the Indian Tea, we fiiall now return to the Swallow 
SlooD, which wc left at anchor off Prince’s Ifland in 
the fl rair of Sunday. ’ 

Friday the 25th of September, we weighed, and got 
under fail; for we could not get a fufficient quantity of 
wood and water at Prince’s Ifiand, to complete our ftocki 
the wet monfoon having but juft fet in, and confe- 
qnently not rain enough had fell tofupply the fprings 
We would have departed from this part of the ifiand 
fooner, but we had the wind frefh from theS. E. whicbr 
made a lee Ihorc; but it being this day in our favour 
and more moderate, ve wofkec! over to the Java fiiore' 
We anchored in the evening, in a bay called by fome 
New, and by others Canty Bay, which is formed by an 
ifland of the fame name. In thefe parts New Bay is 
the beft place for wooding and w atering; the Water 
being fo clear and excellent, that, in order to ^et a fi rfii 
fupply, W'c ftaved all that had been taken on-board <at 
Batavia and Prince-s Ifiand. It is to be had from a 
fine ftrong run on the Java Ihore, which falls down from 
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the land into the fca. and by means of a hoafe it may 
be laded into the boats, and the calks filled without 
putting them on fhorc, which renders the work very 
taly and expeditious. There is a final I reef of rocks 
within which the boats go, not in the leafl: dangerous, 
and the boats lie in as fmooth water, and as efiedually 
flK-ltcred from any fwcll, as if they were in a mill-pond; 
and if a Ihip, when lying here, fiiould be driven from 
her anchors by a wind that blows upon the ihore, fhe 
may, with the greatefi cafe, run up the paflage between 
New Illand and Java, where there is fufficient depth of 
water for the largeft vclFcl, and a harbour, in which, 
being land locked, fhe will find perfect fecurity. Wood 
may be procured anywhere, cither upon java or New 
iriand, neither of w hich at this part are inhabited. In 
our prefent llation, we had 14 fathoms water, with a 
fine fa ndy bottom. The peak of Prince’s Ifland bore 
N. 13 W, The wefiermofi: point of New Ifland S. 82 
W. and the caftermoll point of Java that was in fight, 
N. E. We were diflant from the Java fhore a mile and 
a quarter, and from the watering-place a mile and a 
half. In a few days having completed our wood and 
water, we weighed, and flood out of the flrait of Sun¬ 
day, with a fine frcfli gale at S. E. which continued 
till we were diflant from the ifland of Java 700 league. 

On Monday the 23rd of November, we had in view 
the coaft of Africa; on the 28th, at day-break, we 
made the land of the Cape of Good Hope ; and, in the 
evening, cafl anchor in Table Bay. Here we found only 
a Dutch ihip iVom Europe; and a fnow belonging to 
the cape, which was in the company’s fervicc, for the 
inhabitants are not permitted to have any (hipping. 
This Bay, in fummer, is a good harbour, but not in 
winter; on which account the Dutch velTels lay here no 
longer than the 15th of November, after which they 
go to Falfe Bay, where they arc fheltered from the N. 
W. w'inds, which blow licre with great violence. At 
this place w'c breathed a pure air, had wholefome food, 
went freely about the country, which is exceeding plea- 
fiint; and found the inTiabitanrs hqfpitable and polite; 
there being fcarcely a gentleman, either in a public or 
private flation, from whom we did not receive fome 
civility; and Captain Carteret obferves, he fliould ill 
deferve the favours they bellowed, if he did not par¬ 
ticularly mention the firfl and fecond governor, and the 
fifcal." We continued near fix weeks at the cape, in 
order to recover our fick. 

On Wednefday the 20th of Januaiy, in the evening. 
An A before it was dark cleared 

A. U. 1709. ^ plcafant paf- 

fage, on Wednefday the 20th, we anchored off the 
ifland of St. Helena, from w hence we again failed on 
Sunday the 24th. On Saturday the 30th, we came in 
light of the N. E. part of Afeenfion Ifland, and early in 
the morning ran inclofeto it. We fent out a boat to 
difeover the anchoring-place, and in the afternoon 
came to an anchor in Crofs Hill Bay. To find this 
j'.lace, bring the largeft and moft confpicuous hill upon 
the illand to bear S. E. When the Ihip is in this po- 
lition, the bay will be open, right in the middle between 
two other hills, the wcltermoflof which is called Crofs 
Hill, and gives name to the bay. A flag-flatf is upon 
this hill, which, if a fliip brings to bear S. S. E. hall E. 
or S. E. by E. and runs in, keeping fo till Ihe is in 10 
fathom w'atcr, llie will Be in the bell part of the bay. 
In our run along the N. E. fide of the ifland, we ob- 
ferved fcvcral other finall fandy bays, in fome of which 
our boat found good anchorage, and faw plenty of 
turtle. At this place, where we lay, they alfo abound. 
In the evening wc landed a few men to turn the turtle, 
that fliould come on fhorc during ;hc night, and in the 
morning they had fecured 18, from 4 to 600 weight 
each. There being no inhabitants on this ifland, we, 
according to a ufual cuftom, left a letter in a bottle, 
with our names, and deflination, the date, and a few 
other particulars. 

On Monday the ift of February, wc weighed, and 
fet fail. On the 19th, wc came in fight of a Ihip, in 
the fouth quarter, which hoifled French colours; and 
on Saturday the 20th, llie tacked in order to fpeak with 
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us. Her commander, we, after fhe'had left u 


to be M.dc Bougainville, whofe frequent trace! ofTK^ 
Englilh navigators had very remarkably occurred in th 

couri'c of the three voyages, w hich they made rou^J 
the w'orld. This gentleman made a voyage to Faulk 
land’s illands, called by the French, after the Dutch 
Mauritius, in the year 1765, and w-as feen by commo! 
dore Byron, in the flraits of Magellan, as wc have r 
Kited in our hillory of that voyage. Soon after 
turn home, he fiiilcd from port L’Orient, in Novembe' 
1766, onboard'thc Boiirdcufe frigate, attended by th^ 
Etoile floop, on a voyage of difeovery, and to enconi! 
pafs the w^orld: but being baffled in his attempts topaf 
theftmits of Magellan, he returned to the eaflerncoaft 
of South America, and wintered at Buenos Ayres. Qn 
the return of the fcafon, he renew cd his attempt vith 
better fuccefs, touclied at the ifland of Juan Fernandez 
where he flayed two months, followed Captain Wallis 
and Captain C'arcerct, in the manner already related 
and, by fuccefsfully completing his defign, became 
the firfl native of France, w'ho had gone round the 
world, at leafl in one continued voyage. At this time 
he was on his return in the Bourdeufe^ having left the 
Etoile at the Mauritius: he had alfo touched at the 
ifland of Afcenlion; and after having hailed us, font 
an officer on board, in order to receive fome letters, 
which were to be conveyed to France, who, under co¬ 
lour of general converfation, endeavoured to obtain in¬ 
formation concerning the route and incidents of our 
voyage, w hile by a flring of plaulible fieflions he con¬ 
cealed their own; but Captain Carteret could not be 
brought to be communicative, fo that all the endeav¬ 
ours of the Frenchman proved fruitlcfs: on theothcr 
hand, the crew of the boat in w hich the officer had ar¬ 
rived foon imparted all they knew tothofeof our Tai¬ 
lors w ho converfed with them. Captain Carteret ob¬ 
ferves very juftly on this tranfaiflion, *^that an artful 
attempt to draw him into a breach of his obligation to 
fecrecy, whilfl: the French commander impofed a fiffion, 
that he might not violate his own, was neither liberal 
norjufl.” 

Wc had now a frcfli gale, and all our fails fet, when 
the French fliip, though foul from a long voyage, and 
w-e had been juft cleaned, fliot by us as if w^e had been 
at anchor. On Sunday, the 7th of March, wc palTcd be¬ 
tween the w^eftern iflandsof St. Michael and Tercea 
As we proceeded farther to the weft ward, the gale in- 
creafed, and on the nth it blew very hard fromW.N.‘ 
W. w’itli a great fea, which blew our fore-fail all to pieces, 
before we could get the yard down; this obliged us ro 
bring to; and having bent a new fail, we bore away 
again. On Tuefday, the i6th, we w'erc in latitude 49 
deg. 15 min. north, and on the 18th, wc found outfelvcs 
by the depth of water in the channel. The next day 
wc had a view of the Start-Point; and on the 20th 
after a fine paflage, and a fair w'ind from the Cape 01 
Good Hope, to our great joy, the Sw^allow came to an 
anchor at Spithead: and to w hat can we aferibe her ar¬ 
riving fafe at lafl, after having gone through, api»- 
rcnrly, infurn';Ountablc difficulties, but to the mercina 
interpofition of a particular Providence. In following 
her and her brave crew, through this voyage, our al 0* 
nifliment is excited, notfo much at the number and im 
portance of the difeoveries made, but that fuch wantSi 
fuch embarairments, and fuch dangers, as 

ledled and devoted people had ro encounter, fliouldna' 

been overcome, in a fliip that had been thirty years 
the fervicc! It is alfo no lefs furprifing, how . 
pafSi that fo able and gallant an officer 
been fo cruelly treated, w hen fent upon a fervice, " 
in almofl every other inftance, has been partiemarj^^^ 
tended to, and received the moft ample 
to conclude, if we confider the many imped 
which lay in the way of Captain Carteret, beyon 
any other navigator had to ftruggle with, wc mu 
knowledge that this voyage docs great honour to 
as the condudfor of it: indeed this fenfiblc 
to have been animated with the .true fpirit of due ^ 
and to have polfcfled fuch an uncommon fhare 0 
cude and pcrfcverance, as nothing fliort of deatn ^ 
fubdue. 






























A 

jsJEW, authentic, and COMPLETE ACCOUNT and NARRATIVE, of 

A Voyage Towards the North Pole, 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED 

Bythe Hon. Com. Phipps, (now Lord Mulgrave), 

In his Majefty’s Ship the RACEHORSE, accompanied by 
Capt. LUTWYCH in the Carcase Sloop. 

TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, 

A genuine Account of the feveral Voyages undertaken for the Difcovery of a 
North-East Paffage to China and Japan. 


I N T R O D 

I T is fortunate for commerce, and the intercourfe of 
nations, that there is implanted in man's nature a 
defire of novelty, which no prefent gratification can 
fatisfy; that when he has vifited one region of the 
earth, he is ftill, like Alexander, fighing for another to 
explore; and that, after having efeaped one danger in 
his progrefs, he is no lefs eager to encounter others, that 
may ch^ce to obfirudt him in the courfe of his pur- 
fuits. 

If the hifiory of former hardfhips could have de¬ 
terred men from engaging in new adventures, the voy¬ 
age, the particulars of which we are now about to re¬ 
late, would probably never have been undertaken. The 
dreary regions that furround the poles are fo little ac- 
cufiomed to feel the kindly infiiiences of the enlivening 
fun, and arc fo defiitute of the ordinary prodmSlions of 
the earth in happier climates, that little lefs than one 
whole quarter of the globe is, by its Ilerility, rendered 
uninhabitable by human beings, and but thinly occupied 
by a very inconfidcrable number of the; race of qua- 
urupedes. The many and almofl: infuperablc difficul¬ 
ties that muft therefore be expedcS in traverfing thefe 
forlorn defarts, where no relief is to be expeded, but 
Jtom the favourable interpofition of that power, whofe 
tnerciful providence extends to the remotefi: corners of 
t c earth, are, upon refledion, enough to cool the ar- 
our of the mofl: enterprifing, and to dagger the refo- 
‘ution of the mod intrepid. 

in the contention between powers, equally formed 
nature to meet an oppofition, it may be glorious to 
j’ encounter raging Teas, tremendous 

Ks, and bulwarks offolid ice, and defperately to per- 
in attempts to prevail^gaind fuch formidable ene- 
eonfiid: is hopclefs,fo the event is certain, 
himf If fkilful navigator, after expoling 

^ companions to the mod perilous dan- 

in proportion to his hardinefs the 
turn didrefles, mud at lad fubmit to rc- 

^‘^*ccefs,or pcrifii in his perfcverance. 
brief ^ ®°l^^vntion will be fufficiently judified, by a 
dcftat voyages that have been un- 

Dafiairf?* ^ difcovery of a north-cad 

who attempted tliis difcovery was Sir Hugh 


U C T I O N. 

Willoughby, wfith three fliips, fo early as the year 155;!, 
the aera of perilous enterprizes. This gentleman failed 
m the latitude of 75 degrees north, within fight, as it 
is imagined, of New Greenland, now called Spitfber- 
gen; but by a dorm w^as driven back, and obliged to 
winter in the river Aj-zena, in I^pland, where he w^as 
frozen to death with all his company. He left upon 
his table a concife account of all his difcoverics, in 
which he mentions, having failed within fight of a 
country in a very high latitude, about which geogra¬ 
phers are divided; fome affinning, as has been laid, 
that it could be no other than New Greenland, after¬ 
wards difeovered, and named by the Dutch Spitfbergen; 
others, that what he faw was only a fog-bank; and of 
this latter opinion is Capt. Wood, an able navigator, of 
whom we fliall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

To Sir Hugh Willoughby fucceeded Captain Bur¬ 
roughs, afterwards Comptroller of the Navy to Queen 
Elizabeth. This gentleman attempted the paflage 
with better fortune, and returned full of hope, but 
without fuccefs. He palTcd the North cape in 1556, 
advanced as far north as the 78th deg. difeovered the 
Wygacc, or firait that divides Nova Zembla from the 
country of the Sainmoyds, now fubjeCT to Rufiia: and 
having pafTcd the eafternmofi point of that firait, ar-- 
rived at an open fea, from whence he returned, havino-, 
as he imagined, difeovered the pafliigc fo painfiilfy 
fought, and fo ardently defired. Some affirm, his dif- 
coveries extended beyond the 80th deg.of latitude, to a 
country altogether defolatc, wLcre the mountains were 
blue and the valleys fnow. 

Be that as it may, the favourable report of Captain 
Burroughs encouraged Q^jcen Elizabeth to fit out two 
fiout velTels to perfed: the difcovery. The command 
of thefe fiifps was given to the Captains Jackman and 
Pctt,wh6, in 1580, failed through the-fame firait, chat 
had been difeovered by Burroughs, anj entered the 
cafiern Tea; where the icc poured in fo fafi upon them, 
and the w'eathcr became fo tempefiuou?, that after en¬ 
during incredible hardflups, and fufiaining the inofi 
dreadful (hocks of ice and feas, terrible even in the re¬ 
lation. they were driven back and feparated; and nei¬ 
ther Pert nor his ftiip or crew were ever heard of afterl 
wards. 


After 
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VOYAGE TO THE NORTH EAST. 


After this difafter and difappointment, the defire 
of vititing the frozen feas to the N. E. began to abate 
among the Englifti, but was affumed by the Dutch 
w ith an obftinate perfeverancc, peculiar to that phleg¬ 
matic nation. The fird Dutchman we read of who 
made the attempt was John Cornelius, of whofe voyage, 
in 1595, we have but a very imperfect account; he 
was followed however in 1606 by William Barrans, 
or, as fome write, Barents, an able and experienced 
feaman and mathematician, who being fupplied with 
every necelTary for fo hazardous a voyage, by the gene- 
rolity and patronage of Prince Maurice, proceeded in 
the fame courfe which had been pointed out to him 
by the Englilh navigators ; but having pafTed the 
Wygate, found the like incumbrances, and the like 
tempefts which the Englilli had experienced; and not 
being able to bear upagainfl: them, returned thoroughly 
convinced, that the wiflied-for palTage was not to be 
attained in that diredion. However, he traverfed the 
coaft of Nova Zembla, gave names to fevcral promon¬ 
tories and head-lands, and planned to himfelf a new 
courfe to ftcer, by which he hoped to accomplilli what 
he had failed in difeovering, by following the fteps of 
thofe who had gone before him. 

In 1607, animated rather than difeouraged by dif¬ 
appointment, he entered upon his fecond voyage, with 
the fpirit of a man fully prepofTcfled w'ith fuccefs. He 
had heard, that fome of the whalers, who had now be¬ 
gun to frequent the north feas, had, either by dcfign or 
accident, advanced much farther to the northward 
than thpfc who had been purpofely fitted out upon dif- 
coveries ; he therefore determined to ftcer to the north¬ 
ward of NoVa Zembla, till he fhould arrive at the 
height of the pole, under which he was perfuaded he 
ftiould find an open fca; and by changing his courfe 
to the fouthward, avoid thofe obftrudions which had 
retarded his palTage to the N. E. 

In this hope he continued till he arrived on the coaft 
of Nova Zembla, where before he had reached the 
77th deg. he was fonidely attacked by the mountains of 
icc> that every where aftailed him, that not being able 
to wiihftand their fury, he was driven againft the rocks, 
and his Ihip dafhed to pieces. Barents and the greateft 
part of his crew got fafe to land, but it w^as to ex- 
f>crience greater mifery than thofe underwent who 
perifhed in the attempt. They were obliged to winter 
in a country, w^hcre no living creature belides them- 
fclves appeared to have exiftencc; and where, not- 
wichftanding their utrnoft efforts to preferve their 
bodies from the cold, the llefli perifhed upon the bones 
iftTome of them, and others died of the moft excruciat¬ 
ing pains. 

In this extremity, and notwithftanding the anguifh 
they endured, thofe who furvived had ftill the fortitude 
and ingenuity to frame a pinnace from the wreck of 
their broken fhip, in which, at the approach of fum- 
mer, they made lail for Lapland ; but before they ar¬ 
rived at Coin, their Captain died, and with him the 
hopes of perfedling his difeovery. 

It was now the active feafon for naval enterprizes. 
Private adventurers began to fit out fhips for the north 
feas. Innumerable Tea animals had been obferved to 
balk upon the icb; the tufks of whofe jaw s were found 
to excel, in whitenefs, the fineft ivory, and their car- 
ciiles to yield plenty of excellent oil. In the infancy 
of the whale filbery, thefe were purfued with the fame 
eagernefs, with which both the Englilli and Dutch 
endeavour at this day to make the whales their prey, 
and perhaps with no Icfs profit. In Ibllowing thefe, 
many iHands were difeovered to which they reforted, 
and, in courfe of time, the feas that were fo formidable 
to the firll dilcoverers, became frequented at the proper 
fcafons by the lliips of every nation. 

foreign navigators, however, were more fanguine in 
their notions of a N. W. palfagc, than of the exiftence 
of a pafiage to the N. R. and it was not till many un- 
rucccfsful trials had been made to difeover the former, 
that the latter was again attempted. The celebrated 
Hudfon, who difeovered the ftraits that lead to the 
great weftern bay, which ftill bears his name; after he 
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had exerted his fkill in vain to find a paflao-e weft 
was perfuaded at laft to undertake a voyaa^in 
apaffageto the N. E. This he performed 
but being difeouraged by the mifearriages of orh ’ 
and the fatal ilTuethat had attended their obftinate^^‘ 
feverance, on viewing the face of the country, exa ‘ 
ing the currents, and traverling an iniinenfe conf^*^ 
of ice, that ftretched along the ocean, in a di 
from E. S. E. to W. N. W. he concluded ? 
no palTage could be pradTicable in that direftion ? 
therefore returned without making any other mat^”1 
difeovery. 

From this time till the year 1676, the profecution f 
this difeovery was totally neglected by the Hnoljfl. 
and though the Dutch whalers amufed the world wil’ 
wonderful relations of their near approach to the do! 
yet little credit was given to their reports till the ardv^’ 
of one John Wood, w ho had accompanied Sir loh 
Narborough in his voyage to the South Sea, with a 
view to eftablifh a new trade with the Chili^s, and 
natives of that vaft trad! of country, reaching *from 
the ftraits of Magellan to the confines of Peru. 

This able and enterprizing navigator, being himfdf 
an excellent mathematician and geographer, Tnd read, 
ing in the Philofophical Tranfadlions a paper, by which 
the exiftence of a N. E. pafiage to the eafternor Indian 
ocean w as plaufibly alTertcd, and this exadlly coinciding 
with his own notions of the conftrudtion of the globe, 
he was induced, by this and other reafons, to apply to 
king Charles II. for a commifiion to profecute the dif¬ 
eovery; the accomplifhment whereof, it was faid, would 
add to the glory of his majefty’s reign, and immenfely 
to the wealth and profperity of his kingdoms. 

Many about the court of that needy prince, hoping 
to fiiare in the profits of the voyage, were earneft in pre¬ 
vailing with his majefty to forward the dclign, who 
being himfelf fond of novelty, ordered the Speedwell 
frigate to be fitted out at his own charge, manned, vic¬ 
tualled, and provided wirh every neceftary; while the 
duke, his brother, and feven other courtiers, joined in 
the purchafe of a pink of 120 tons, to accompany her, 
which they likewife manned and vidbiallcd, and ftir- 
nillied with merchandizes, fuch as were thought mar¬ 
ketable on the coafts of Tartary or Japan; the countries 
they moft probably would firft fall in w'ith after thcii 
palTage through the north Tea. 

Thefe ftiips being in readinefs, and commillions made 
out for their commanders. Captain Wood was appointed 
to direct the expedition, on board the Speedwell, and 
Captain Flawcs to bear him company on board the 
Profperous. 

On the 28th of May 1676, they failed from the Buov 
of the Nore, with the wind at S. W. and on the 4th of 
June call anchor off Lerwick, in Braflcy Sound, when: 
they continued fix daysr, to take in water and recruit 
their ftores. 

On Saturday the loth, they w'cighed anchor and con¬ 
tinued their voyage; and on the 15th, they entered the 
polar circle, where the fun at that feafon of the y^r 
never fets. At noon the Speedwell broke her main- 
top-fail-yard in the flings, the firft difafier that w 
happened, which, however, was eafily repaired. 
weather now began to grow hazey, a circumftancc 
frequently happens in the polar regions, anddarke 
the air with the obfeurity of night. .. 

From this time till June 22, when they fell 
the ice in latitude 75 deg. 59 min. N. nothing 
occurred. On that day, at noon, they obferved a con¬ 
tinent of ice ftretching to an imperceptible 
a diredlion from E. S. E. and W. N. W. They 
away along tfie ice tiU the 28th, when they 
join to the land of Nova Zembla. 

On the 29th, they ftood away to the fouth, 
of the ice; but unfortunately found thcmfelves em ) 
in it. At r I at night the Profperous bore dow^ 
the Speedwell, crying our, ice upon the weathcr-DO 
which the Speedwell clapt the helm hard a jbf 

veered out the main-fail to ware the fliip; 1 

could be brought to on the other tack, ftie 
ledge of rocks, and ftuck faft. They fired 







































For making DISCOVERIES towards the NORTH P O L E, &c. 


""TTnf were not heard, and the fog being fo thick, 
^\nd could-not be difeerned, though clofc to the 
A ol* their Ihip; no relict was now to be expe^- 
Ahut from providence and their own endeavours. 
1 V eh a fituation, no defeription can equal the rela- 
of the Captain himfelf, who, in the language of 
[he times, has given the following full and pathetic 

^^?Hcre fays he. we lay beating upon the rock in 
mod frightful maimer, for the fpacc of three or four 
v^urs ulincr allpollible means to fiive the (hip, but in 
^ in'Voritl)lc\v fo hard, that it was wholly out of our 
'mver to carry out an anchor capable to do us any fer- 
^>c ^t length we faw land clofc under our ftern, to the 
great amazement of us all, which before we could not 
fre for the foggy weather; fo 1 commanded the men to 
<rct out the boats before our mad: came by the board, 
whkh was done. 1 fent the boatfwain towards the fliorc 
in the pinnace, to fee if there was any polTibility of 
landing which I muchfeared, becaiife the fea ran fo high. 
In hall an hour he returned with this anfwer, that it was 
impolTible to land a man, the fnow being in high clilfs, 
the more was inaccefliblc. This was bad tidings; fo 
then it was high time to think on the fafety of our fouls, 
and we went altogether to prayers, to bcfeech God to 
have mercy on us, for now nothing but individual ruin 
appeared before our eyes. After prayers, the weather 
cleared up a little, and looking over the ftern, I faw a 
fmall beach diredtly with the ftern of the Ihip, where I 
thought there might be fome chance of getting on Ihorc. 
I therefore fent off the pinnace a fecond time, with fome 
men in her to be firft landed, but ftic durrt not venture 
to attempt the beach. I then ordered out the long-boat 
with twenty men to land, who attempted it, and got 
lafe on fliorc. They in the pinnace feeing that, fol¬ 
lowed, and landed their men likewife, and lx)th veffels 
returned to the ftiip without any accident. The men 
on fliorc defircd fome fire-arms and ammunition, for 
there were many bears in fight. I therefore ordered 
two barrels of powder, fome fmall arms, fome provi- 
lions, with my own papers and money, to be put on 
board the pinnace; but as ftie put off from the ftiip's 
fide, a fea overfet her, fo that all was loft, with the life 
of one man, and fevcral others taken up for dead. The 
pinnace likewife was dafticd to pieces, to our great for- 
row, as by that difaftcr, one means of cfcaping from 
thisdifmal country, in cafe the Profperous deferted us, 
was cut off. The long-boat being on board, and the 
fea running high, the boatfwain and fome others would 
compel me and the Lieutenant to leave the fhip, faying 
h was impoffible for her to live long in that fea, and 
that they had rather be drowned than I; but defiring 
me when I came on fnore, if it were polTiblc, to fend 
the boat again for them. Before we got half w ay to 
fliore the Ihip overfet, fo making all poflible hafte to 
land the men we had on board, I went oft' to the ftiip 
again, to favethofe poor men who had been fo kind to 
me before. With great hazard I got to the quarter of 
the (hip, and they came dowm the ladder into the boat, 
only one man was left behind for dead, who had before 
been caft away in the pinnace; fo I returned to the 
fliorc, though very wet and cold. We then hauled up 
the boat, and went up the land about a flight flior, 
^herc our men were making a fire and a tent with can- 
vafs and oars, which w e had faved for that purpofe, in 
which we all lay that night wet and weary. I'hc next 
oiorningthe man we left on board having recovered, 

upon the rnizen-maft, and prayed to be taken on 
more, but it blew fo hard, and the fea ran fo high, that 
tho he Was a very prettv lailor, none would venture to 

bring him off. 

Ihc weather continuing blowing with extreme fogs, 
and w ith froft and fnow , and all the ili-compaiftcd wea- 
ertliat could be imagined put together, we built 
. ore tents to prefcrvcourfclvcs; and the ftiip breaking 
1? place where we 

, "^^^^'bferved us for ftickcrand firing. Bcfidcs, 
to us fome hogilicadsof flour, and brandy in 


good ftore, w hich w\as no little comfort in our great ex¬ 
tremity. We now' lay between hope and del] air, pray¬ 
ing for fair w eather, that Captain Flaw cs might find 
us, which it was impoffible for him ever to do while 
the weather continued foggy; but fearing at the fame 
time that he might be caft away as well as w e. 

But fuppofingwe neverwere to fee him again, I was 
rcfolved to try the utmoft to fave as many as 1 could in 
the long-boat. In order thereunto we railed her two 
feet, and laid a deck upon her to keep the fea out as 
much as poflible; and with this boat, and thirty men, 
for file would carry no more, I intended to row and fail 
to Ruflia, but the crew not being fatisfied who fliould be 
the men, began to be very unruly in their mind and be¬ 
haviour, every one having as much reafon to fave him¬ 
felf as another, fome holding confultation to fave the 
boat, and all to run the like fortune; but here brand/ 
w'as our beft friend, for it kept the men alw ays fox'd, 
fo that in all their dcfigns I could prevent them. Some 
were in the mind to go by land, but that I knew was 
impoffible to any man ; neither had we provifions nor 
ammunition to defend us from the wild bcafts; fo the 
paffage by land being impracticable, and no palfage by 
lea to be attempted till forty men w ere deftroyed, 1 w’ill 
leave it to the confideration of any, whether we were 
not in a moft deplorable condition, w'ithout the interpo- 
fition of divine providence. 

“ The w'cathercontinued ftill very bad, with fogs, fiiow^, 
rain, and froft, till the 9th day of our being on ftiorc, 
which was the 8th day of July, when in the morning it 
cleared up, and to our great joy one of our people cried 
out a fail, which proved Captain Flawes; fo we fet fire 
to our town, that he might fee where we were, which 
heprefcntly difeovered, focarac up, and fent his boat 
to us ; but before I went off, I wrote a brief relation of 
the intention of the voyage, with the accident that had 
befallen us, and put it into a glafs bottle, and left it in 
the fortification 1 had there built; fo by twelve o’clock 
we all got fafe on board, but left all on fliore that w'c 
had faved from the ftiip; for we much feared it would 
prove foggy again, and that we ftiould be driven once 
more on this niiferable country; a country, for the moft 
part,covercd perpetually with fnow,and what is bare being 
like bogs, on whofe furface grows a kind of mofs, bear¬ 
ing a blue and yellow flower, the whole produdl of the 
earth in this dcfolate region. Under the furface, about 
two feet deep, we came to a firm body of ice, a thing 
never heard of before; and againft the ice-cliffs, which 
are as high as either of the fore-lands in Kent, the fea 
has waflicd underneath, and the arch overhanging, moft 
fearful to behold, fupports mountains of fnow, which, I 
believe, hath lain there ever fince the creation." 

Thus far in Captain Wood’s own words. He adds, 
that by the tides fetting direclly in upon the fliore, it 
may be affirmed with certainty, that there is no paffage 
to the northward. One thing remarkable in his rela¬ 
tion, and which feems to contradict the report of former 
navigators, is, that the fea is there falter than he had yet 
tailed it elfcvvhere, and the cleareft in the world, for 
that he could fee the ftiells at the bottom, though the 
fea was four hundred and eighty feet deep. 

Being all embarked on board the Profperous, on the* 
Qthof July they changed their courfe, and fleered for 
England; and, on the 23rd of Auguft, they anived 
fafe in the Thames, without any remarkable accident 
intervening. 

After the mifearriage of this voyage, on which the 
higheft expectations had been formed, the moft expe¬ 
rienced navigators in England feemed to agree, that a 
paffage by the N. or N. £. had no exiftence. They 
were the more confirmed in this error, for an error it is, 
by the reafons afligned by Captain Wood, for changing 
his opinion on this matter; for,before he went upon the 
difeovery, he was fully perfuaded himfelf, and likewife 
perfuaded many others, that nothing was more certain. 
When, however, he firft faw' the ice, he imagined it was 
only that which joined to Greenland, and that no folid 
body of ice extended farther from land than twenty 
4 L leagues; 















leagues; in thispcrRiafion lie altered his courfc, and 
coailed along in d>edirc6lion in which the ice lay, ex¬ 
pecting, at every cape or head-land of ice, after running 
a certain diftance, to find an opening into the Polar 
ocean; but after running two or three glafies to the 
norchwaid in one bay, he found himfcif entangled in 
another; and thus it continued till his fliip was wrecked. 
By this cxperinient, he found the opinion of Barents 
confuted, namely, that by ftcaring the middle courfc 
between Spitfbergen and Nova Zembla, an open lea 
might be attained, in which a Hiip might fafely fail as 
far as the pole." From his own experience, he there¬ 
fore pronounced, that all the Dutch relations were for¬ 
geries which aflerted, that any man had ever been under 
the pole; verily believing, that if there be no land to 
the northward of 8o degrees, that the fea is there frozen, 
and always continues fo; and grounding his opinion 
upon this remark, that if the body of ice which he 
faw were to be conveyed ten degrees more to the fouth- 
ward, many centuries of years would elapfo before it 
would be melted. 

To this pofitive alTertion, however, may be oppofed, 
the teftimony of many credible perfons, fomeof whom 
have thcmfelves failed beyond the Both degree of north 
latitude, and others upon evidence whofe veracity there 
is no reafonablc caufc to bring in queftion. 

Among the latter, the teftimony of Mr. Jofeph 
Moxon, member of the Royal Society of London, muft 
have conliderable weight. In a paper which this gen¬ 
tleman caufed to be printed in the Philofophical Traiif- 
a^tions, is this remarkable relation. 

“ Being about twenty years ago in Amfterdam, I went 
into a public houfc to driak a cup of beer for my thirft; 
and fitting by the public fire, among fcveral people, 
there happened a fcanian to come in, who feeing a 
friend of his there, who he knew went the Greenland 
voyage, wondered to fee him, becaufe it was not yet 
time for the Greenland fleet to come home, and afked 
him, what accident had brought him home fo foon? 
His friend (who was the fteerfman) anfwered, that their 
fliips went not out to fifti, but only to take in the lad¬ 
ing of the fleet, to bring it to an early market. But, 
faid he, before the fleet had caught filli enough to lade 
us, we, by order of the Greenland Company, failed 
unto the north pole, and came back again. Where¬ 
upon, fays Moxon, 1 entered into difeourfe w^ith him, 
and feemed to queftion the truth of what he faid; but 
he did aflure me it was true, and that the fhip was then 
in Amfterdam, and many of the feamen belonging to 
her ready to juftify the truth of it; and told me, more¬ 
over, that they had failed two degrees beyond the pole. 

1 alked him, if they found no land or iflands about the 
pole? He anfwered, no; there was a free and open fea. 

I afked him, if they did not meet with a great deal of 
ice? He told me, no; they faw no ice about the pole. 

I alked him, what weather they had there? He told me, 
fine warm weather, liich as was at Amfterdam in the 
fummer-time, and as hot. I fhould have alked him 
more queftions, but that he was engaged in difeourfe 
with his friend, and I could not, in modefty, interrupt 
them longer. But I believe the fteerfman fpoke 
truth; for he feemed a plain, honeft, and unaftecl:a- 
tious perfon, and one who could have no defign upon 
me." 

To authenticate this relation it has been obferved, 
that under the poles, the fun in June being 23 degrees 
high, and having little or no dcprcflion towards the 
horizon, always, as it were, fwimming about in the fame 
elevation, might Invigorate that part of the hcmifphere 
wdth more heat than he does our climate; when he is, 
in the winter, no more than 15 degrees at the higheft, 
and but eight hours above the horizon; in which fpace 
the earth has time to cool, and to lofe, in the night, the 
influences of heat which it receives in the day. 

Another report upon like evidence was made to 
King Charles the Second, by Captain Goulden, who 
being a Greenland whaler himfcll^ fpoke with two 
Hollanders in the North Seas, that had failed within 
one degree of the pole, where tney met with no ice, but 
a hollow growTi fea, like that in the Bay of Bifcay. 


A ftill more ci'cdiblc teftimony is, that abouttK 
1670, application being made to the ftates pcnera! 
charter to incorporate a company of merchants r ’ 
to Japan and China, by a new palTagc to the 
the then Eaft India Company oppofed it anH u • 
eftbaually, that their High Mightinefles refufed t 
what the merchants requefted. 

At that tirne it was talked of in Holland as a m 
of no difiiculry to fail to Japan by the way of p ^ 
land; and it was publickly allcrted and believ^H^u"' 
feveral Dutch fhips had atftually done it. 
chants being required to verify this fad, defircd 
journals of the Greenland fquadron of i6ci; miah l! 
produced; in feven of which there was notice"' 
of a Ihip which that year had failed as high as the 
tudeof 89; and three journals of that fliip being 
duced, they all agreed, as to one obfervation tairhJ 
the maftcr, Auguft i, 1655, in 8a degrees 56 rtiml 


But a proof inconteftible, is the teftimony ofCantain 
Hudfon, who failed in 1607 to the latitude of 81 deg 
30 min. north, where he arrived on the i6th of Juk 
the weather being then pretty warm. ^ 

Add to all thefo, that the Dutch, who were employed 
in 1670, in endeavouring to find a N. E. palTage, ad¬ 
vanced within a very few degrees of that open fea, which 
IS now commonly navigated by the Ruffians, and which 
would infallibly have brought them to the coafts of 
China and Japan, had they peifevere'd in the courfc 
they were purfuing. 

It does not appear, however, from any authentic ac- 
counts that we can colled, that any voyage, profefledly 
for the difeovery ofa N. E. paflage, has been undertaken 
by either public or private adventurers in England, fincc 
that ot Captain Wood in the year 1676, till the prefent 
year: and it is more than probable, that if the RulTian 
difeoveries on the north of Afia had never taken place, 
the thoughts of finding a pradicable paflage from Eu¬ 
rope in that diredion, would have lain dormant for 
ever. 


But the vaft and enterprizing genius of Peter the 
Great, in forcing his fubjeds out of that obfeurity in 
which they had long been involved, has opened to the 
maritime powers new fources of commerce, and fur* 
niflied frefh motives for new enterprizes. From a pco- 
pie unacquainted with a vcffel bigger than a bark, and 
who knew no navigation but that of their own rivers, 
that wonderful Prince not only taught them the ufe of 
ftiips, but inftruded them in the true principles of 
building and equipping them. Nay, he did more; 
for after making himfelf known and admired through¬ 
out Europe, he conceived the defign of opening a com¬ 
munication with the remoteft parts of the globe, and 
difeovering to the world new countries which no Euro¬ 
pean nation had ever yet explored. 

With this defign, he planned one of the boldeft en¬ 
terprizes that ever entered into the heart of man; and 
though he did not furvive to fee it executed, the glof/ 
of the atchievement is wholly his. 

•The country of Kamtfchatka was as much unkno^<TJ 
to his predcccftbrs, as it was to the reft of the civilized 
nations of the earth; yet he formed the defign of mak¬ 
ing that favage countr}' the centre of the moft glorious 
atchievements. 

It was in the laft year of this great Monarch's life* 
that he commilfioned Captain Behring to traverfe the 
wild, and then almofl dcfblate, country of Siberia, and 
to continue his route to Kamtfchatka, where he wa* 
to build one or more vefTcIs, in order to difeover 'vhe* 
the country towards the north, of which at that time 
they had no diftindl knowledge, was a part of yVmertca» 
or not; and if it was, his inftrudions authorized him[® 
endeavour, by every poffible means, to feck and cum" 
vatc the acquaintance of fome European peO''’" 
learn from them the ftate of the countty* at 
fhould arrive. If he failed in this, he was to 
difeoveries ascircumftances fhould prefent, andcommj 
to writing the refult of his obfervations for the ulcol 
imperial maftcr. 

To enter minutclv into the particulars of 

^ Behnng> 
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makefuch 
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ft,hrin'''5j'"‘-ncy and voyage, would carry us beyond 

h limits prcfcribed for this Introdud:ion: let it fuf- 
re to fay, that after furmounting incredible difficulties, 
d fulfc/inghardffiips which none but a Ruffian could 
h^'ve furvived, he executed his commiffion fucccfsfully, 
nd returned to Peterlburg in fafecy, after an abfence of 
Lg years, in which time, bcfides his voyage by Tea, 
he had travelled, in going and returning, 18,000 miles 

Rif from the fecond enterprizes of this aftoniffiing 
man, and from the fubfequent voyages of the Ruffians, 
that we are able to afeertain the cxiftcnce of a N. E. 

Ifaae; and it is from thence, and from the late voyage 
of Captain Phipps, that, we think, we may fairly infer 
the pradicability of it. 

It rt-as fome time about the year 1740, that Captain 
Behring embarked on his fecond voyage from Kamt- 
fehatka, of which all that we know is, that he failed 
fouthward to the ifles of Japan, and from thence eaft- 
ward about 80 leagues. At that diftance from Japan 
he difeovered land, which he coafted N. W. Bill ap¬ 
proaching to the N. E. cape of Afia, which he doubled, 
and named Cape Shelvghcnfki, not daring to land till 
he arrived at the mouth of a great river, where fending 
his boats with moft of his crew on lliorc, they never 
more returned, being either killed or detained by the 
inhabitants, which made his difeovery incomplcat; for 
not having men fujBcicnt left to navigate the fhip, fhe 
went on fhorc on an uninhabited illand, where the 
Captain unfortunately died. 

From this voyage, however, we learn that the fca, 
from the N. E. cape of Kamtfchatka, is open to the 
ifles of Japan,and from a fubfequent account of Ruffian 
voyages, publiflied in the Philofophical Tranfadions, 
from a paper communicated by the celebrated Euler, it 
appears, that they palTed along in fmall velTcls, coaBing 
between Nova Zcmbla and the continent, at divers 
times in the middle of fummer, when thofe Teas w’crc 
open. The BrB expedition was from the river Oby, 
latitude 66 deg. N. longitude 65 deg. E. from London, 
and at the approach of wdntcr, the veflels Bickered 
thcmfelvcs by going up the Janifka, the mouth of which 
is marked in our maps in latitude 70 deg. N. and in 
longitude 82 deg. E. from whence the next fummer 
they proceeded to the mouth of the Lena in latitude 
72 deg. N. and in longitude 115 deg. into which they 
again retired for the wdnter feafon. The third ex¬ 
pedition was from the mouth of this river, to the 
farthcB north cape of Afia, in 72 deg. of north latitude, 
and in 172 deg. ofcaB longitude from London. Thus 
the Ruffians having pafled between the continent and 
Nova Zembla, and failed as far as the eaBernmoB north 
ca^, and the EngliBi and Dutch having repeatedly 
lailcd through the Braits that divide Nova Zembla from 
the continent, notliing can be a plainer demonBration 
or the reality of the N. E. paflage, than the fum of the 
voyag^ here enumerated, when added together. The 
^nghffi and Dutch fail to Wygatz, or the Brait of 
ova Zembla; the Ruffians fail from Wygatz to the 
rth cape of/^la; and Behring from the north cape 
Japan. This is an incontrovertible demonBration ; 
^ovious, that this coiirfc can never be practicable 
to mips employed in trade. The Ruffians, by taking the 
mild weather, in three 
accompliBicd but part of a voyage, which, 
ont* ^ ^ Oood Hope, may be made in lefs than 

' therefore would run the hazard of fo def- 
the fake of reaping imaginary' ad- 
we tntcrcourfc w ith favages, who, for aught 

u pothing to exchange tor European com- 
^tit the fkins of bears, or the bones of mon- 

paBage to the northern countries of 
to be inipracticablc to European 
m thjg direction, it was worthy the great- 
tbe people, to endeavour to determine 

coiirfo. attaining the lame end by another 

I'l 

mifearriage and death of Barentz, and tbc (hip- 


wreck ot Captain Wood, had left the queBion unde¬ 
termined whether the regions adjoining to the pole arc 
and or water, frdzen or open fea. The advantages 
u bcfides the glory refukirtg from it, 

ad the dccifion terminated in favour of navigation, 
would have been immenfoly great. To have opened 
a new channel of commerce at a time wJieii our trade 
IS languiBiing, w'ould have revived the drooping hopes 
of our manutaciturers, and retained at home the nume¬ 
rous emigrants, who, for want of cmj^oyment in their 
owii country, are feeking new habitations, and new 
rneans of living in remote fettlements^ of the certainty 
of which they have no experience. 

it muB be acknowledged to the laBing honour of the 
noble lord who prefides at the head of the admiralty 
board, and who patronized the undertaking, that the 
means to render it luccefsful, was in every refpecBi pro¬ 
portioned to the importance of the difeovery. 

The veBels that were made choice of were the pro- 
pcrcB that could bedevifed. Bomb ketches are in the 
BrB infiance Boutly built, and not being over large, are 
befi adapted for navigating Teas that are known to 
abound with Ihoals and covered rocks: thefc vcficls, 
bcfides their natural Brength, were flicathcd with plank 
of feafoned oak three inches thick, to fortify them 
againB the (hocks and preflure of the ice, that, in their 
progrefs, they muB infallibly encounter. They w'erc, 
bcfides, furniflied with a double fet of ice poles, an¬ 
chors, cables, fails, and rigging, to provide againB the 
terrible clfedls of the fevere and tempeBuous w^eather, 
that frequently happens in high latitudes, even in the 
middle of the moB temperate feafons. 

Nor was his lordBiip lc(s careful to provide for the 
comfortable fubfifience of the men, than for the prefer- 
vation of their lives, by his wife directions in equip¬ 
ping their Blips. His firfi care was, to iBue orders for 
killing and curing a fufficient quantity of beef and pork 
in the befi manner poffiblc, that their provifions might 
be good and frefli; and his next, to caufe 100 buts of 
porter to be brewed with the befi malt and hops, that 
they might have proper drink to fortify them againB 
the rigour of the climate they were about to pafs. Their 
pcafe, oatmeal, rice, and molafles, were all provided 
with equal care, and when all things were in readinefs, 
the beer was Bowed in the holds, and the vacancies 
filled up with coals, wffiich ferved as ballafi, that firing 
might not be wanting to warm and dry them when 
cold, or w'et with labour, or with watching. Add to 
this, that a double quantity offpirits were put on board, 
with a large proportion of wine, vinegar, muBard, &c. 
&c. and what, we believe, was never before thought of 
in the fitting out of any king’s Blips, a confiderable 
quantity of tea and fugar for the fick, in cafe any 
Biould be feized with that dreadful diforder, which 
rendered Blip provilions loathfomc to Captain James’s 
men, who were conBrained to winter in Charlton (Band 
in i6j 2. Thefc men fell fick and had fore mouths, 
and could neither eat beef, pork, fifii, nor potage; the 
furgeon was every morning and evening obliged to 
pick their teeth, and cut away the pieces of rotten 
BeBi from their gums, jet they could cat nothing but 
bread pounded in a mortar, and fried in oil, on which 
they fubliBed for feveral months. In cafe of accidents 
of this kind, and that tea fliould fail to anfw'er the pur- 
pofes of nourifhment, a quantity of portable foup was 
likcwife provided. And to complete the whole, a Bock 
of warm cloathing was laid in, confiBing of fix fear¬ 
nought jackets for each man, tw'o milled caps, two pair 
of fearnought trowfers, four pair of milled Bockings, 
and an excellent pair of boots, with a dozen pair 
of milled mitts, two cotton (hirts, and two hanker- 
chiefs. 

I’hus equipped and provided, the command of the 
RaceHorfew'as given to the Hon. ConBantinc Phipps, 
as Commodore, and that of the Carcafe to Captain 
Skiffington Lutwych; the firfi mounting eight iix 
pounders and 14 fw'ivels, burthen 350 tons; the latter 
four fix pounders and 14 fwivels, burthen 300 tons. 
Let us now proceed to the journal of the voyage, * 

"^ALL 
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Commodore PHIPPS (now Lord MULGRAVE’s) VOYAGE 


A ll things being now in readinefs, the ofiicers on 
board, and the men paid their bounty-money 
of three pounds per man, according to his Majefly s 
royal proclamation, for the encouragement of thofe 
who ibould voluntarily enter to undertake the voyage. 
On the 3rd of June 1773, the Commodore made the 
lignal to weigh ; but previous to their departure, the 
C-ircafe having been judged too deep to navigate thole 
heavy Teas through which flic was to pals, the Captain 
obtained leave from the board ol Admiralty to re-land 
10 of her complement ol men, and to put afliore fix or 
the eight fix-pounders with which flic was equipped, 
with a quantity of provifions, proportioned to the 
number of men that it had been thought proper to 

difeharge. • j 

On Friday the 4th, being off Shcernefs, the wind W. 
by N. and a frcfli breeze, they took their departure, and 
continued their vovage without any material occurrence 
happening till Tu^fday the 15th, when the Commodore 
made the lignal to lie to. They w-ere then off BralTey 
Illand, and many fifliing-boats from Shetland being in 
fight, the men were invited on board, and feme fifli 
purchafed of them at a cheap rate. 

On the 17th, they took a new departure from Shet¬ 
land, but the day following the fog thickened fo much, 
that it almofl: approached to total darknefs. During 
the continuance of the fog, the Commodore kept firing 
guns and beating drums, to prevent the Carcafe from 
ioliiig company. As it was impofl'ible that one could 
fee the other at a fliip’s length, it was found the more 
ncceffary to repeat and return the firing, left they 
fhould run foul of each other before they could be ap¬ 
prized of their danger. About five in the morning the 
inift cleared up, and about nine the Commodore being 
in fight, made the fignal to the Carcafe to ftcer N. E. 
They were then in latitude 60 deg. 52 min. N. by ob- 
fervatioii; the north end of Shetland Ifland bearing N. 
by W. one half W. feven or eight leagues. 

On the 17th, they obferved a fail to the N. E. which 
the Commodore brought to, and fpoke with. The 
breeze frcfli, the weather hazy, and the wind variable, 
the Carcafe carried away her main-top-maft ftudding 
fail yard; which, however, was very Toon fupplied. La¬ 
titude this day by obfervation 62 deg. 53 min. N. 

Friday the i 8th, being in the latitude of 65 deg. 9 
min. N. the cloathing allowed by the government, of 
which notice has already been taken in the introdudion, 
was delivered our, and ofiicers as well as men received 
their full proportion. This day the weather continued 
as before. 

.Saturday the 19th, the weather varied to every point 
of the compafs, the Commodore brought to, and fpoke 
with the Carcafe. Made fail about three in the morn- 
ino-, and at nine a large fvvell. Tacked and flood to 
the caftward. Latitude 66 deg. i min. N. longitude 
from London 33 min. W. 

Sunday the 20th, they purfued their courfc to the 
calhvard, with the wind N. W. but variable; high 
breezes and clear air. They were now within the 
polar circle, and at mid-night had an obfervation of the 
fun, and found their latitude 66 deg. 52 min. N. Sound¬ 
ed on board the Commodore with a lead of 100 weight, 
and a line of 780 fathom,.to which was faftened a ther- 
mometer of Lord George Cavendifli’s conftrudion. 
They found no bottom, but the water was 11 deg. colder 
at that depth than on the furface. The Carcafe founded 
' with 450 fathoms only. 

Monday 21, light breezes and cloudy weather. They 
observed a whale on the N. E. quarter, the firft they 
had yet feen in the north feas. The w’cather now be¬ 
gan to fet in fcvcrc; the nights cold and the days cloudy. 
The Commodore obferving a whaling fnow with Ham- 
borough colours flying, fired a fliot, and brought her to. 
.She happened to be homcw'ard bound with feals, and 
Mr. W’nidham, a gentleman of fortune, who had em¬ 
barked on board the Commodore, with a view to pro- 
fecute the voyage, finding nothing but foul weather and 
heavy ftas, to gratify his curiolity, and beingwithal 
uiiabic to endure the fca ficknefs, took paffage on board 


the Hamburghcr, in order to return home-. andhT^ 
taken leave of his friends, by wifliing them a 
voyage, the Snow’s boat took him on board about ^ 
in the morning, and at eight the Commodore and 
cafe purfued their voyage. 

Tuefday 22, the articles of war were read on board 
the Carcafe. The weather began to be piercing cold 
they had reached the 70th degree of north latitude in ’ 
courfe nearly north, being only 14 minutes to thc^caft 
ward of Lxindon; and from their leaving Shetland t' 
this day, they had feen nothing remarkable; nor bad 
any accident befallen either of the Ihips worth rclatina 
except that of now and then fnapping a rope, or break' 
ing a yard; incidents eafily repaired. This day k 
poured with rain; the air was thick, and the nin froze 
as it fell. Saw a large fhip to the N. W. (landing 
fouthw'ard, but wanting no information that (he could 
give, they puifued their voyage w ithout fpcaking to 
her. 

Wednefday 23, the rain continued; the weather 
hazy; heard three guns fire at a diftance, but faw no 
(hip or other objeeft. The whales are here in no great 
plenty, and few (hips appear in the open fea in pur- 
fuit of them. They generally at this feafon frequent the 
bays and creeks near the fhore, arid only break awiy 
when they arc purfued or wounded. 

On Thurfday the 24th, the Commodore changed his 
courfe to E. N. E. and on the 25th, they were inlati- 
tude 74 deg. 7 min. N. and in 8 deg. 32 min. E. longi- 
tude from London. Served out to the (hip’s company 
plenty of muftard, pepper, vinegar, See. The weather 
extremely cold and variable. At eight in the evening 
thick fog; at two in the morning frefli breezes; at eight 
clear w'eather; at eleven fqually; and at noon calm, with 
fleet and fnow. 

On Saturday the 26th, at midnight, they had an ob¬ 
fervation, and found themfclvcs in latitude 74 deg. 17 
min. N. fre(h gales, fometimes rain, fleet, and fnow; 
at feven in the morning clear weather and an open 
fca. 

Sunday 27, light airs from the fouthward, and cloudy 
weather; much w armer than the preceding day. Ic 
is remarkable, that the viciffitudes of heat and cold arc 
more frequent here than in the more fouthcrly latitudes. 
It often changes from temperate to extreme cold; and 
that fuddcnly. 

It (hould feem likcwifc, that the ice frequently 
changes its place in this latitude; or that it is more 
folid near land than in the open fca; for, on the 23rd 
of June, 1676, Captain Wood, being more to thecali- 
ward, fell in with ice right a-head, not more than a 
league diftant. FIc fleered along it, thinking kh^u 
openings, but (bund them to be bays. He founded, 
and found ground at 158 fathom, foft green oar. n 
fome places he found pieces of ice driving off a mic 
from the main body in ftrange (hapes, rcfemblmg 
drips, trees, buildings, bcafts, h(hcs, and even mcjij 
The main body of ice being low and craggy, 
fee hills of a blue colour at a diflunce, and 
were white as fnow. In fome places he obferved r 
wood among the ice. Some of the ice he ' 
and found it frefh and good. This 
could advance farther to the north; but in 
penetrate the ice was (hip-wrecked, as has been ^ • 

related in the Introduiflion. He therefore 
ice impenetrable, and that land or ice furroun 
pole. Our navigators found alfo nruich wood 1^ 
latitude floating about the (hips, and faw 
of birds. . % 

Monday 28, the weather altered; the 
Frcfli breezes, with rain and fleet. Latter par 

^ruefday 29, being in latitude 78 
longitude 6 deg. 29 min. E. from Cap*' 

(ightof land, when the (hips brought to, and 

tains held a confultation concerning their future^ 

The appearance of the land Jay from E. S. J?'- 
and this day they fpoke with the Marquis ol 
ham, Grccnlandman, who by their retkoni 




























For making DISCOVERIES towards the NORTH POL E, 6cc. 


, „ in latitude 79 deg- 40 N- though by that of 
h Commodore, their latitude was only 78 deg. 3 mm. 
k lifterence, it is probable, arifes from not making 
k ' nroper allowance for refraclion in this high lati- 
A ^ The Greenlandmen prefented eaelvbf the Com- 
^^iders with a deer and a half, which they found 
{favoured venifon, though not over fat. He like- 
'informed, that he had juft come from the ice, and 
'h the day before, three whalers had been cruQicd to 
nieces by its doling upoh them fuddenly. 

^ Wednefday 30, purfued their courfe. Cloudy 
reather. Half paft four in the morning founded 112 
f^thomsi foft blue mud. At this time Black Point, fo 
called from its dark appearance, bore N. E. by E. three 
quarters E. at the diftance of feven or eight leagues. 
Ac half paft feven in the morning, faw two fail in the 
F. W. quarter. At half paft twelve tacked and ftood 
to* the eaft. Sounded, and found ground at 115 

^^Thurfday July I, light breezes and clear weather at 
midnight: the fun as bright as at noon day. Black 
Point E. one half S. diftant feven leagues. At three 
in the morning made Charles's Ifland, and at nine faw 
a fail to the weftward whalcing; they were then in 
latitude 78 deg. 18 min. N. by obfervation. Sounded, 
and found the fame depth as before. 

Friday 2, light airs and moderate weather. Lay to 
and took the altitude ofa mountain, which they named 
Mount Parnafllis; found it from the level of the Tea 
to be 3960 feet big!’ , covered with fnow, and at a 
difiance rcfembl*- an ancient building, with fome- 
thing like a f ci a-top. The foot of this mountain, 
with the hi” adjoining, have fometimes a very fiery 
appearance, and the ice and fnow on their fides re- 
fembling trees and ftirubs, gliften wdth a brilliancy that 
exceed the fplendor of the brighteft gems. When 
this happens, a violent ftorm generally fucceeds. Here 
they fliot fome fca fowl, but of an oily tafte. 

^tiirday 3, proved a perfed calm. They fpokc 
with a Hollander, who foretold, that a degree or tv o 
farther north was the utmoft extent of their progrefs 
this fcafon. Having doubled Cape Cold, they an¬ 
chored in 15 fathom water, about three miles from the 
land, and fent the boats aftiore for water, which they 
found in abundance, pouring down in little ftreams 
from the rocks. Ac five in the afternoon, by the mean 
of four azimuths, the variation was found to be 1 8 deg. 
36 min. W. Sounded, and found only 65 fathoms, 
foft brown mud. Mount Parnaftlis E. N. E. three or 
four leagues. Among other rcafons which Captain 
Wood gave for wifliing to be employed on the dif- 
covery of the N. E. paftage, one was, that he might 
nave an opportunity of approaching the pole, in order 
to fettle an hypothefis, which he had long framed, 
w^hereby the inclination of the magnctical needle under 
the horizon, in all latitudes and in all longitudes, w ith 
t e variation of the compafs, might be exadlly deter- 
tnined. This navigator imagined two magnctical 
and that, by approaching the one, he 
ould be able to determine thea(ft:ion of the other. 

I appear, that he ever explained his hypo- 

^is; and there never has been bur one man, w hofe 
arne was Williams, fince his time, who pretended to 
*^nowany thing of the matter. 

- j 4>bght breezes and hazey weather. Sound- 
^^^koms deep; rocky ground. Hacluit’s 
northermoft point of Spitlbcrgcn, 
%ht ^cven leagues. Many wdialcrs in 

lonm^ j by obfervation 79 deg. 34 min. N. 

^ ™n. E. Thermo- 

1 afternoon founded, and only 

ground. Thick fog. The 
'vhich fignals to keep company, 

’^cklin ^nfwered by the Carcafe. A dreadful 
^aOunfr^ '^as heard at a diftance, which proved the 
^ach othp^^ grmding of the loofe pieces of ice againft 
heard at many leagues diftance. 
^^^gucs. S. E. by S. diftance fix or feven 

39- 


Tucfda) 6, proved VCly foggy; the breezes flight, 
and illan-is of icc beginning lo appear. At three in 
the alternoon the Conunodorc hauled up from a large 
body of packed ice, and the fog chickening, both fliips 
kept firing volleys offmall arms, to prevent their lofing 
company. At half pCift ten in the evening, the ex¬ 
tremes of the icc llretching from N. W. to E. N. E. 
the Commodore bore awavj and at half paft twelve Joft 
fight of it. At half paft one in the morninop heard a 
violent furf to the S. E. At two tacked and ftood to 
the w eftward. At half paft five the fog gathering, 
they began firing volleys of fmall arms. At fix faw 
the ICC ftretching from E. by S. to N. by E. and at 
Icvcn was w ithin fight of land. Ac ten Cloven Cliif 
ftoocl E S. E. diftant about five or fix leagues. 

Wednefday the ych, the weather cloudy. They 
found themfeives befet among the loofe icc, which in- 
creafing continually, gave them incredible trouble. 
Obfcrving that it thickened to the eaftward, they hauled 
ftp, and ftood to the weftward; but in tacking, they 
were in danger of running foul. It was with diffi¬ 
culty they could keep any courfe, for the drifts of icc 
came fo thick, as to whirl the fliips about, as if in a 
whirl-pool. 

T'huifday 8, the W'eather ftill remaining cloudy, and 
the wind variable, Ixith fliips ftill were entangled in 
the ice; and the Carcafe being driven to leeward, 
hoifted out her long-boat to tow up with the Com-^ 
modore. But the ice clofing very fait, it was imp^iffi- 
ble for the boats to live. Orders were then given to 
tack and ftand to the fouthward ; but the fliips not 
being able to make head againft the accumulation of 
ice that continually gathered round them, were under 
a neeeffity of applying to their ice-anchors and poles, 
in order to w^ar{> through it. At half paft eight in the 
evening, the ice beginning to open, they again hoifted 
out their boats, and with difficulty towed the ftiipa 
round a cape of icc projeding from the main body, 
and at laft got clear. At ten the boats were hoifted on 
board. In extricating themfeives from this dangerous 
fituatioiV, the Race Horfe had her beft bower-anchor 
fnapt in the fliank, clofe to the ftock, and the Carcafe 
loft her ftarboard bumpkin and head-rails. 

It frequently happens, that ftiips befet among the 
ice in the manner above related, perifli by being dallied 
to pieces againft the folid fields ofice, or cruflicd by the 
broken pieces crowding upon one another, and riling 
fo fait about the fliip, as to exceed the height of her 
fides, and then there is no cfcaping. They were told 
by fome experienced feamen, that the ice rifes out of 
the fca as high fometimes as mountains; and that 
feveral of thefe mountains, by ftriking together and 
coalefcing, form thefe illands of ice that are frequently 
feen in the lower latitudes, driving up and dowm the 
fca as the wind and tides dired: them. 

Thegrcatcft danger to be apprehended, is, however, 
from the loofe ice; for the whalers often moor their 
fliips to the folid fields of ice, that at certain feafons 
feein to reft upon the earth, and appear fixed to it, and 
there find the beft fifliing. In fuch lituations it often 
happens, that little or no loofe ice is to be Iccn ; yet 
prelenrly upon a change of wind, or the blowing of a 
ftorm, it lhall pour in upon them fo fuddenly, that they 
fometimes perilh in it. It is not pofliblc to account foh 
the aftonilhing quantity that will gather in this manner 
in lefs than an hour’s time. 

Though it feems to be agreed, that many of the 
largeft fields of ice are frozen to the depth of the fca 
in which they arc found, and that they are bedded on 
the folid earth, yet it is equally certain, that they are 
often rent afunder by the raging billows ; and that in 
breaking, they produce the moft terrifying noife in 
nature; nay, it is alfertcd, that the clafliing ol the pieces 
of loofe icc againft each other, on any extraordinary 
agitation of the waves, is attended with a roaring lo 
loud, that a man who is near it can hardly hear the 
found of his own voice. 

Friday the 9tb, they hauled up to the weftward, and 
loft fight one of the other; but about nine next morn¬ 
ing they came in fight, and joined company. The 
4 ^I weather 
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weather being now piercing cold, the people had an 
additional quantity of porter and brandy delivered to 
them; two quarts of porter and a pint of brandy be¬ 
ing now every man’s daily allowance. 

Saturday July the loth, the breeze frefh, and the 
weather cloudy. They failed between numberlefs 
pieces of ice, among which they faw feveral whales, 
but none of the whalers in purfuitof them. The ice 
now becoming folid and compact, they found it im¬ 
practicable to continue their courfe. And the dif- 
covery of a palFage to the pole in that diredtion (upon 
holding a con ful tat ion) appearing impradticable to 
every officer on board of both fliips, the Commodore, 
at feven in the evening, hauled clofe to the wind; and 
the Carcafe, as foon as the could extricate herfelf fol¬ 
lowed his example. The weather continuing foggy, 
with rain and fnow, the failors were almoft worn out 
with turning and winding; and although they ufed the 
utmotf precaution in working through the narrows, yet 
they could not always avoid linking againft the moun¬ 
tains that every where furrounded them. During this 
night’s work, they lleered a hundred different courfes, 
to follow the channels. 

Sunday 11, having worked out of the ice, they failed 
along the main body, which appeared perfcdlly folid 
and compavfl, without any paflage or inlet. This im- 
menfe ma^s of icc extended N. E. as far as they could 
fee from the maft-hcad ; and, no doubt, might be a con¬ 
tinuation of that in which they were engaged a few 
days before. The fea w as now tolerably clear, for they 
met with no more fields, and only a few detached 
i(lands* At half paft one in the morning they faw the 
land from S. by W. to S. S. E. At three in the morn¬ 
ing they tacked; Cloven Cliffbearing S. S. E. fix miles. 
At feven tacked again. At eight the Commodore bore 
away, and the Garcafe flood after him. Cloven ClilF 
S. one half W. two or three leagues, latitude 79 deg. 
56 min. N. 

Monday 12, at eight in the evening Cloven QifF 
bearing W. S. W. four or five miles, they founded in 
15 fathoms water, and found a rocky bottom. Saw 
feveral Englifli and Dutch Greenlanders at anchor in 
the Norw ays: That being their rendezvous to the north¬ 
ward, they never chufe to proceed farther. Here they 
found the current fetting fo fall to eaflward, that they 
w ere forced to come to an anchor to keep from drifting 
on the ice; thefw ell from weflward being fo great, that 
had that happened, it would of confequence have flaved 
the fiiips. At five in the morning a breeze from N. N. 
E. fpringing up, they weighed, and made fail. At 
eight Hacluit’s Headland W. S. W. one half W. fix 
or feven leagues, at noon, latitude 80 deg. 2 min. N. 

Tuefday 13, the weathei- being clear and calm, and 
a (Irong eaftcrly current fetting in, at eight in the 
evening they came to wuth their dream anchors and 
haufers in forty fathoms w ater; but at nine a breeze 
fpringing up from the eaflward, they w'cighed, and next 
day came to an anchor in Smearingburgh Harbour. 
Cloven Cliff E. one half S. one mile. Wed point of 
Voogle Land N. N. W. one half W. didant one mile 
and a half; foundings 15 fathom, fandy bottom. 

Here they remained between five and fix days to take 
in frefh water, during which time our journalid was 
employed in furveying the country, which to a dranger 
had a very awful and romantic appearance. 

The country is doney, and as far as can be feen full 
of mountains, precipices and rocks. Between thefe 
arc hills of icc, generated, as ix fhould feem, by the 
torrents that flow from the melting of the fnow on 
the fidcs of thofe towering elevations, which being 
once congealed, arc continually increafed by the fnow 
in winter, and the rain in dimmer, which often freezes 
as foon as it falls. By looking on thefe hills, a dranger 
may fancy a thoufand diflerent fliapes of trees, cadles, 
churches, xuins, fhips, whales, monders, and all the 
various forms that fill the univerfe. Of the ice-hills 
there are feven, that more particularly attratd the 
notice of a dranger. Thefe arc knowm by the name 
of the Seven Iccburgs, and arc thought to be the 


highed of the kind in that country. When th^ 

clear, arid the fun fliincs full upon thefe 
the profped is inconceivably brilliant. ThevT''^' 
times put on the bright glow of the evening 
the fetting fun whcli reflected uppn glafs, at 
down; fometimes they appear of a bright blue 
phirc, and fometimes like the variable colours^ 
prifm, exceeding in ludre the riched gems in thru!*u 
difpofed in fhapes wonderful to behold, allditt • ’ 
with a ludre that dazzles the eye, and fills the ai 
adonifhing brightnefs. ^ 

Smearingburgh harbour, where they landed fiai 
difeovered by the Dutch. Here they erected fliedsani 
convcniencies for boiling the oil from the fat of tlT 
whales, indead of barrelling it up to be boiled at hom"^ 
Here alfo, allured by the hope of gain, they built avil 
lage, and endeavoured to fix a colony: but thefirft 
fcttlers all peri died in the enfuing winter. Thcrt 
mains of the village may be traced to this day; and 
their doves, kettles, kardcls, troughs, ovens, and other 
implements, remained in the diape of folid icc long 
after the utenfils themfelves were decayed. Ow 
voyagers were told, that the Ruffians have lately at¬ 
tempted the fame thing, and that 10 out of 15 perifhed 
lad winter in this fecond attempt. 

Where every objeCl: is new, it is not cafy foraflranger 
to fix which fird to admire. The rocks arc flrikin? 
objedts: before a dorm they exhibit a fiery appearance, 
and the fun looks pale upon them, the fnow giving the 
air a bright refleclion. Their fummits are almoft 
always involved in clouds, fothat it is but juft poftiblc 
to fee the tops of them. Some of thefe rocks arc but 
one done from bottom to top, appearing like an old 
decayed ruin. Others confid of huge malTes, veined 
differently, like marble, with red, white, and yellow, 
and probably, were they to be fawed and polilhed, 
would'equal, if not excel, the fined Egyptian marble 
we now fo much admire. Perhaps the diftance and 
danger of carrying large blocks of doncs, may be the 
reafon that no trials have been made to manufadure 
them. On the foutherly and wedcrly fides of thefe 
rocks grow all the plants, herbs, and mofles peculiar 
to this country; on the northerly and eaftcrly fidcs 
the wind drikes fo cold when it blows from thefe 
quarters, that it perilhes every kind of vegetable. 
Thefe plants grow to perfedion in a very lliort time. 
Till the middle of May the whole country is locked up 
in ice; about the beginning of July the plants are in 
flower, and about the latter end of the fame month, or 
beginning of Augud, they have perfedlcd their feed. 
The earth owes its fertility, in a great mcafurc, to 
the dung of birds, who build and breed their young 
here in the fummer, and in the winter repair to more 
favourable climates. 

The plants that are mod common in Spitlbcrgcn arc 
feurvy-grafs and crows-foot; there are bcfides W 
houfe-leak, and a plant with aloe-leaves; an herb hke 
done-crop; fomc fmall fnake-weed; moufe-ear; \vood- 
drawbery; periwinkle; and a herb peculiar to tnc 
country which they call the rock-plant, Ihe Icavp 
of this plant are in fhape like a man’s tongue/above w 
feet long, of a dull yellow colour. The (talk is r^*^ 
and fmooth, and of the fame colour with the leal; 
rifes tapering, and fmclls like mufclcs. It is an ’ 
and rifes in height in proportion to the depth "V 
in which it is found. There are other plants net • 
but thefe are the chief. Of flowers, the white p^PPl 
feems the principal. j 

The rocks and precipices are full of ^ 
clefts, which afford convenient harbour for bird^ ^ 
their eggs, and breed their young in fafety. 
thefe birds are water-fowl, and leek their food 
fea. Some, indeed, are birds of prey ; and 
kill others for their own fudenance, but thefe ar ^ 
The water-fowl cat drong and fidiy, and j|,f 
not to be cndjLircd. They arc fo numerous a 
rocks, as fometimes to darken the air when 
in flocks; and they feream fo horribly* that t 
ring with their noife. ^ijcrc 
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There are a few fmall birds like our In.pes, and a 

• d tfnow-bird, but different from that found about 
M j/? Kiv The gentlemen fhot fome of the water- 
b’ut 5 were ftrong and ill-tatod. 

^^The ice-bird is a very beautiful little bird, but very 
^ ” He is in fizc and lhape like a turtle-dove, but 
wl'plumagc. when the fun fliines upon him. is of a 
hrierht yeUow, like the golden ring in the peacocks 
Mil and almoft dazzles the eye to look upon it. 

The other inhabitants of this forlorn country arc 
•hite bears, deer, and foxes. How thefe creatures 
ran fnbfift in the winter, when the whole earth is go*. 
vered with fnow, and the fea locked up in ice, is 
hardly to be conceived. It has been faid, indeed, that 
when the ocean is all frozen over, and no fuflcnance 
to be procured in this country, they travel foutherly to 
the wamier climates, where food proper for them 
abounds in the immenfe forefts of the northern con¬ 
tinent. But whoever confiders the vafl: diftance be¬ 
tween Spitfbergen and the neareft parts of the northern 
continent, will be as much at a lols to account for the 
fubfiftcncc of thefe creatures in their journey, as in the 
dcfolate rcc^ion where they undoubtedly remain. The 
bear is by & the bcfl accommodated to the climate of 
which he is an inhabitant. He is equally at home on 
land and water, and hunts diligently for his prey in 
both. In fummer he finds plenty of food from the rc- 
fukof the w'hales, fca-horfes and feals, which is thrown 
into the fca by the whalers, and cover the fhores during 
the time of whaling; and they have befides a w ondcr- 
fiil fagacity in fmelling out the carcafes of the dead, 
let them be ever fo deeply buried in the earth, or co¬ 
vered wUh (tones. The dead therefore that annually 
arc buried here may contribute, in fome degree, to the 
fubfiftcnce of a few of thefe creatures in winter; but the 
qncftion will ftill recur, how the race of them fubfifted 
before the whale-fiflicry had exiftence, and before men 
found the way to this inhofpitable fhore. Difquifitions 
of this kind, as they are beyond the reach of human 
comprehenfion, ferve only to raife our admiration of 
that omnipotent Being to whom nothing is impofTible. 

Thefe creatures, as they differ in nothing but their 
colour and fizc from thofe commonly fliewn in England, 
need no defeription. 

The foxes differ little in fliape from thofe we are ac¬ 
quainted with, but in colour there is no fimilitude. 
Their heads are black, and their bodies white. As 
they are beads of prey, if they do not provide in fum¬ 
mer for the long recefs of winter, it were, one would 
think, almofl impofTible for them to furvivc; yet they 
arc fecn in plenty, though, by their fubtlety and fwift- 
nefs, they are not eafy to be catched. 

The Dutch feamen report, that when they are hun¬ 
gry they will feign themfelvcs dead, and when the ra¬ 
venous birds come to feed upon them, they rife and 
make them their prey. 

But the mod wonderful thing of all is, how the deer 
can furvive an eight months famine. Like ours they 
iced upon nothing that can be perceived, but the vege¬ 
tables which the earth fpontaneoufly produces; and 
jet for eight months in the year, the earth produces 
neither plant, herb, fhrub, or blade of any kind of 
grafs whatever. They arc, befides, but thinly cloathed 
or lo fevere a climate, and what feems dill worfe, 

^ flielter them, within 

c didance that any man has yet difeovered. The 
cans of their fublidcnce mud therefore remain among 
e ccrets ot nature, never to be difclofcd, as n 6 hu- 
in being can ever live here, fo as to be able to trace 
V w inter's refidence. 

creatures abound the mod: about the 
adam Spitlbergen, and they feem bed 

or Fp endure the climate. Thefe are the feals, 
‘'v'har morfes, or fea horfes; of which the 

themfelvcs, when difappointed in com- 
lading with the fat of w hales. 
ii jj ^ fufficicntly known; but the fca-horfe, as 
more peculiar to high latitudes, is therefore 

It is not eafy to fay how he came by his 


narnc; for there is no more likenefs between a Ica- 
horfe and a land-horfc, than there is between a whale 
and an elephant. The fea-horfc is not unlike the feal 
in fliape. He has a large round head, larger than that 
of a bull, but fliaped more like that of a pug-dog with* 
ears, than any other animal we are acquainted with. 
He tapers all the way down to the tail, like the fifli we 
call a lump, and his fize is equal to that of the largeft 
nzed ox. His tufks clofc over his under jaw, like thofe 
of a very old boar, and are in length from one foot to 
two or more, in proportion to the fize and age of the 
animal that breeds them. His fkin is thicker than that 
of a bull, and covered with fhore moufe-colourcd hair, 
which is flecker and thicker, juft as he happens to be 
in or out of feafon when he is caught. His paw s, be* 
fore and behind, are like tliofe of a mole, and ferve 
him for oars when he fw'l'ms, and for legs to crawd when 
he goes upon the ice, or on (bore. He is a fierce ani¬ 
mal, but being unw^eildy when on land, or on the ice, 
is eafily overcome. 

Thefe animals are always found in herds, fometimes 
of many hundreds together, and if one is attacked, the 
reft make a common caufe, and ftand by one another 
till the laft gafp. If they are attacked in the water, 
they wdll fight defperately, and will even attempt the 
boats of their purfuers, if any of them are wounded, 
and not mortally. Some pf them have been known to 
make holes in the bottom of the boat with their tufks, 
in defence of their young. Their eyes are large, and 
they have two holes in the upper part of the neck, out 
of which they ejed the water, in like manner as it is 
ejeefted by whales. 

Though the fea about Spitfbergen is full of fifli, yet 
they rather appear to be defigned by Providence for the 
fuftenance of one another, than for the food of man. 
The mackarel, of which there are no great plenty, feem 
not only to be the moft wholefome, and the moft pala¬ 
table, but alfo the moft beautiful. They feem to be a 
different fpecies to thofe caught upon our coafts. The 
upper part of the back is of a vivid blue; the other pare 
as low as the belly of a gem-like green or an azure 
ground. Underneath the belly the colour is a tranfpa- 
rent white, and the fins fliine like polifhed filver. All the 
colours glow when alive in the fca with fuch a richnefs, 
that fancy can hardly form to itfelf any thing in nature 
more beautiful. Almoft all the other fifh on this coaft 
arc of an oily nature, and of a very indifferent flavour. 

The faw, or fword-fifh, is remarkable not only for 
the oddity of his fliape, but alfo for his enmity to the 
whale. This fifli takes his name from a broad flat 
bone, in length from two to four feet, which projeds 
from his nofe, and tapers to a point. On each fide, it 
has teeth like a comb, at the diftance of a finger’s 
breadth afunder. He is alfo furnifhed with a double 
row of fins, and is of aftonifliing ftrength in the w^atcr. 
His length from ten to twenty feet. He feems to be 
formed for war, and war is his profefTion. The con- 
flid betwixt him and the whajc is dreadful, yet he 
never gives over till his fword is broken, or he comes 
off vidorious. 

The whale is a harmlefs fifli, and is never known to 
fight but in his own defence. Yet when he is exafpe- 
rated, he rages dreadfully. Though from his magni¬ 
tude, he may be called the fovereign of the fcas; yet, 
like other fovereigns, he is liable to be vexed and hurt 
by the meaneft reptiles. The whale’s loufe is a moft 
tormenting little animal. Its fcales arc as hard as thofe; 
of our prawns; its head is like the loufe’s head, with 
four horns, two that ferve as feelers, the other two arc 
hard, and curved, and ferve as clenchcrs to fix him to 
the whale. On his cheft, underneath, he has tv,xt 
carvers like feythes, with which he collcds his food, 
and behind thefe arc four feet, that ferve him for oars. 
He has, moreover, fix other clenchcrs behind, with 
which he can rivet himfelf fo clofely to his prey, that 
he can no otherwife be difen^ged, but by cuttino- out 
the whole piece to which he is joined. He is joTiited 
on the back like the tail of a lobfter, and his tail covers 
him like a fhield when he is feeding. He fixes himfelfl. 
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on the tcndcrcll parts oJ the wnalc's body, between his 
fins, on his Iheath, and on his lips, and cats pieces out 
of his flcfii, as if eaten by vultures: 

They found no fpringsof frclh water in Spillbergcnt 
but in the valleys, between the mountains, are many 
little rills cau'ed by the rain and melting of the fnow in 
fummer; and from thefe rills the Ihips arc fupplied. 
Some arc of opinion, that this water is unwholcfome, 
but they arc more nice than wife. The whaling peo¬ 
ple have drank of it for ages, and have found no ill 
effects from the ufc of it. lee taken up in the middle 
of thefe feas and thaw cd, yields alfo good frefli water. 

On board the Race Horfc, Dr. Irvine, the gentleman 
who received the premium by a grant of parliament, 
for his difeovery of an cafy procefs for making falt- 
watcr frefli at Tea, tried many experiments at Spitf- 
bergen, and in the courfc of the voyage; the refulc of 
w hich w ill appear at a prppcr time. That gentleman 
had formed a projed for preferving fleih-mcat frclli 
and fwcet in long voyages, but it did not anfwer in 
this. 

In calm weather they remarked, that the fea about 
the ifiands appeared uncommonly ftill and fmooth; 
that it was not fuddcnly moved at the firft approach of 
blowing weather; but that when the (form continued, 
the waves fwcllcd gradually, and rofe to an incredible 
height. Thefe fwclling waves fuccefTivcly follow one 
another, and roll along before the w ind, foaming and 
raging in a frightful manner, yet they are thought Icfs 
dangerous than thofe that break Ihort, and are lefs 
mountainous. 

They obferved likewifc, that the ice that refted on 
the ground was not flationaiy, but that it changed 
place; and they learnt alfo, that in feme feafons there 
was no ice, where this feafon they were in danger of 
being embayed. There does not, however, from thence 
appear the lead reafon to conclude, that any pradi- 
cable palTage to the Indian ocean can ever be found in 
this diredion ; for were it certain that the feas were 
always open under the pole, yet great bulwarks of ice 
evidently furround it, fometimes at a lefs, and fome- 
times at a greater diftaiicc. Moreover, were it pof- 
lible that chance Ihould dired fome fortunate adven¬ 
turer to an opening at one time, it w'ould be more than 
a million to one, if the fame opening were palTablc to 
the next who lliould attempt it. 

I'here are many harbours about Spitfbergen, befides 
that of Smearingburg, where lliips employed in the 
whale fiflicry take Iheltcr in ftormy weather; and there 
are feme ifiands, fuch as Charles’s Ifland, the Clifted 
Rock, ReJ-Hill, Hacluit’s Headland, See. that ferve 
as landrmarks, by which feamen dired their courfe. 
Thefe ifiands arc full of the nefts of birds; but their 
eggs are as naufeous as the flcfli of the fow Is that lay 
them. The Tailors fometimes eat them, but they are 
filthy food. Even the geefe and ducks on the neigh¬ 
bouring ifiands eat fifiiy and Rrong. 

The air about Spitibergen is never free from ificles. 
If you look through the lun-beams tranfverfely as you 
fit in the fhadc, or wdiere you fee the rays confined in 
a body, inllcad of dark motes, as arc feen here, you 
fee myriads of fiiining particles that fparkle like dia¬ 
monds ; and when the fun Ihincs hot, as it fometimes 
does, fo as to melt the tar in the feams of fiiips w hen 
they lie fiicltered from the wind, thefe fiiining atoms 
fetm to melt away, and defeend like dew. 

It is fcldom that the air continues clear for many 
davs together in this climate; when that happens, the 
whalers arc generally fuccefsful. There is no differ¬ 
ence betw een night and day in the appearance of the 
atmofphcrc about Spitlbcrgcn, one being as light as 
the other, only when the fun is to the northward, you 
may look at him with the naked eye, as at the moon, 
w ithout dazzling. 'I'hc fogs here come on fo fuddenly, 
that from bright fun-fiiine, you are prefently involved 
in fuch obfeurity, chat you can hardly fee from one 
end of the (hip to the other. 

While our journalift was bufy in making his obfer- 
vatioas, all belonging to the fliips were differently en- 
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gaged in one employment or other; fome in 
water, fome in fifiiing, fome in hunting, 
handing the fails, and fpreading them out to 
fome in ferubhing the fiiip, and (bmc m vbvin,,.?' 

: ouniry. The Commanders and officers, with 
Lyon, Mr. Robinibn, &c. bufied thenifelvc.s in maiij ’ 
obfervations, being furnifiicd with an apparatus, tb^ 
IS fa id to have cofi at Icafi: i 500 pounds. From fuclT 
fetof infiruments, in the hands of the ableft obfervers^ 

the nation can boafi, fome very confidcrable difeoveria 

in the pha,'nomena of the polar regions may beexpeft 
cd. They landed their infiruments in a fniall idani 
in Vogle Sound, and had fevci*al opportunities duriS 
their fiay of ufing them to advantage. Having erectcl 
two tents, the Captains from the fifiiery frequently 
vifited the obfervers, and exprefied their admiration 
not only at the perfciilion of the infiruments, but 
likewdfc at-tlie dexterity with which they wereaccom. 
modated. 

The ice began to fet in a-pacc, yet the weather was 
hot. The thermometer from 56 in the cabin rofe to 
90 in the open air. It was ft ill 10 deg. higher onthe 
top of a mountain to w hich it was carried. The ifland 
on which the experiments were made, they called 
Marble Ifiand, from the rock by which it is formed. 
Haying watered, and finifticd their obfervations, the 
(hips prepared to depart. 

Monday July the 19th, the Commodore made the 
fignal to weigh; at two in the afternoon the (hips were 
under fail, and as foon as they had made their offing, 
ftood to the caftward. At three they tacked and (leer¬ 
ed northward; and before four were again entangled 
among the loofe ice, through which they failed, di- 
rctfting their courfe along the main body, which lay from 
N. W. to S. S. E. 

Tuefday the 201 h, they continued their courfe along 
the ice, but could dlfcover no opening, though they 
fcarched cvciy creek, and left no bay or turning un- 
examined. This day they obferved what the lailori, 
call a mock-fun, a phsenomcnon well enough known in 
this climate. Hacluit's Headland bore S. VV. one half 
S. 46 leagues; the weather cloudy, with rain; cxceffivc 
cold. Thermometer 37 deg. 46 min. 

VVednefday the 21ft, the feverity of the weather in- 
creafing, an additional quantity of brandy was ferved 
out to the people, and every comfortable rcfreflimcnt 
afforded them, that they thcmfelves could wifli or re¬ 
quire. The courfe of the ice lay this day N. E. 

Thurfday 22, nothing remarkable. 

Friday the 23rd, they faw land from E. byS. to S. 
E. by S. At four in the morning, Hacluit’s Headland 
bore S. E. JO leagues; the wind variable, and the 
weather cold, with lleet and fnow. Thermometer 40 

Sunday 25, they had gentle breezes, with cloudy 
weather, ancl were engaged among fome pieces ot ice, 
feparated from the main body, which kept them con¬ 
tinually tacking and luffing. At length they enter 
among mountains and ifiands of ice, which cam 
upon them fo faft, that it was with the utmoft ' 

ty they could proceed ; the Carcafe having . 

(Iruck againft them with fuch violence, as to rai c 
head (bur feet out of the water. They now ' 

from the folidity and extent of thefe ifiands, tna 
late ftrong gales had caufed a feparation froni 
main body, the Commodore therefore 
courfe wnth a ftrong gale to the caftward; in the 
ing the weather became moderate. jjj 

Monday 26, at feven in the morning, they c 
fight of Red Hill, a fmall mount which ,fea- 

open plain, known by the name of Deers ^ j 
fon of its fertile appearance, it being the only ^ 
which they faw no drifts offnow\ T’o the . 

Muffin’s Ifiand. Here they founded, and 
fathoms water; rocky ground. Captain 
out the long boat, w ith orders to found 
and to examine the foil. This ifiand is a^tit 
long, very low, and looks at a diftance 
fpcck. T hough the foil is moftly fand and Ipo ^ 
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j hardly To much as a green weed upon it, yet it is 

arkable for the number of birds that refort to it in 
fummer to lay their eggs, and breed their young; and 
thefc not of one kind only, but of many different forts, 

geefe, ducks, burgomaflcrs, ice-birds, malamucks, 
k!rmews, rotgers, and almofl: every other fpecies of 
birds peculiar to the climate; infomuch, that the eggs 
^verefo numerous, and lay fo thick upon the ground, 
that the men who landed found it difficult to walk 

.vithout filling their ffioes. 

While the crew of the boat, 10 in number, with their 
Sraliant officer at their head, were examining the illand, 
after having founded the fhores, they obferved two 
white bears making towards them, one upon the ice, 
theotherin the water. Major Buz, for that was their 
officer’s travelling title, like Falflaff, was always the 
boldeft man in company over a cup of fack, and mind¬ 
ed killing a bear no more than killing a gnat; but 
feeing the bears approach vory faff, cfpecially that 
which came in the water, he ordered his men to fire 
while yet the enemy was at a difiance, as he did not 
think it prudent to hazard the lives of his little com¬ 
pany in clofe fight. All of them pointed their muf- 
kets, and fome of the party obeyed orders; but the 
greater part judging it fafer to depend upon a referved 
fire, when they had feemingly difeharged their pieces, 
pretended to retreat. The Major, a full fathom in the 
belly, endeavoured to waddle after his companions; 
but being foon out of breath, and feeing the bear that 
came in the water had jufi: reached the ffiore, thought 
of nothing now but falling the firft facrifice. His hair 
alieady flood an end; and looking behind him, he faw 
the bear at no great difiance, with his nofe in the air 
fluffing the feent. He had all the reafon in the world 
to believe it was him that he feented, and he had fcarce 
breath enough left to call to his men to halt. In this 
critical fituation he unfortunately dropt his gun, and 
in ftoopingto recover it ftumbled againft a goofe-neft, 
fell fquaffi upon his belly into it, and had very nigh 
fmochered the dam upon her eggs. The old faying is, 
misfortunes feldom come alone. Before he could well 
rife, the enraged gander came flying to the affiftanceof 
his haU-fmothered confort, and making a dart at the 
eye of the affailanr, very narrow'ly miffed his mark, but 
difeharged his fury plump upon his nofe. The danger 
now being preffing, and the battle ferious, the bear 
near, and the gander ready for a fecond attack, the 
men, who had not fled far, thought it high time to re 
turn CO the relief of their leader. Overjoyed to fee 
them about him, but frighted at the bear jufi: behind 
him, he had forgot the gander that was over his head, 
againfl: which one of the men having levelled his piece, 
fired and he fell dead at the Major’s feet. Animated 
now by the death of one enemy, he recovered his gun, 
and faced about to affifi: in the attack of the fecond. 
% this time the bear was fcarce 10 yards from him, 
and beginning to growl, the Major juft in the infianc 
^'as feized with a loofenefs, dropt his accoutrements, 
and fell back, that he might not be in the way of his 
party to impede the engagement. In the hurry he was 
T ^ ^ valour, we muff not fay the 

rigit, he entangled his buttons, and not being able to 
Old any longer, he filled his breeches. The crew in 
an inllant had brought down the bear, and now it was 
jme for their Ic^ider to do fomething great. Having 
covered his arms, and feeing the poor beafi: groveling 
* . and growling out his laft, like a ram in 

pm old making a Ihort race backwards in order to 
wa j came wdth nine long ftrides for- 

" ftrength and fiercenefsof an en- 

dnn k . ^^firufi: his lance full four feet deep in the 
k| ^ belly. And now, fays the Major, cocking 

who 1 done for the bear bravely! The failors, 

fioncf^k ^ ^ good humour upon fuch occa- 

vour’. fiiid they, you have but half done 

k another bear to kill yet. The 

tent w ril^k began to be troublcfome, con- 

fjiid h ” had already acquired, my lads, 

vf’ ^ been the death of one bear, fure fix 

No. 39. 


of you may kill the other; fb ordering four of them to 
rovv him on board, he left the remaining fix to kill the 
other hear. 

On this ifland two bears were killed, and a fea-horfe. 
The fca-hoiTc made a derperate defence, being attacked 
in the water; and had there been only one boat cn- 
gaged in the combat, he certainly would have come 
oil victorious ; but the crew of the Race Horfe having 
learnt that there were bears and Tea horfes on this little 
fpot, were willing to (hare in the fport of hunting them, 
as well as in the plcafure of tailing their flclh. They 
accordingly landed in their boats, and came in good 
time to affifi in purfuing the conqueft. It happened, 
however, that their ammunition being almoll fpent, 
one great bear came up to revenge the death of his 
fellows, and advanced lb furioufiy; growling and bark- 
ing, that he put the whole company to flight, and fome 
of them, ic is faid, had no great reafon to laugh at the 
Major. ^ 

On founding the fiiores they remarked, that when 
the north iflands bear N. 45 E. feven or eight leagues, 
and Red Hill E. by S.'five miles, there is generally 
from 25 to 30 fathom hard ground; but chat clofer on 
fiiore, when Red Hill bears E. one-fourth S. about one 
mile, it incrcafes to 115 fathom, with foft black mud. 
The current about one mile an hour to the N. E. 

Tuefday 27, the air being perfectly ferenc, and the 
weather moderate, the fiffies Teemed to enjoy the tem¬ 
perature, and to exprefs it by their fporting. The 
whales were feen fpouting their fountains towards the 
fkies, and the fin-fifii follow ing their example. They 
likewife this day faw dolphins; the wffiole profpedl in 
fiiort was more plealing and pidurcfque chan they had 
yet beheld in this remote region. The .very ice in 
which they were befet looked beautiful, and put forth 
a thoufand glittering forms, and the tops of the moun¬ 
tains, which they could fee like fparkling gems at a 
vafi: difiance, had the appearance of fo many filver 
ftars iJluminating a new firmament. But this flattering 
profpedl did not continue long. By an accurate obC 
fervarion, they were now' in longitude 80 deg. 47 min. 
N. and in longitude 21 deg. 10 min. E. from London; 
and in fight of feven iflands to the north, to which they 
dire6led their coiirfe. 

Wednefday 28, they had frelheafierly breezes, which, 
from moderate weather the day before, changed to 
piercing cold. At midnight the w'efi: end of Wey- 
gate Straits bore S. by E. fo that they w'ere now in the 
very fpot w'here Barentz had llippofcd an opening 
would be found into the polar fea. Yet fo far from 
it, they could difeover nothing from the mail head, 
but a continued continent of folid icc, except the iflands 
already mentioned. On this ice, however, there were 
many bears, fome of which came fo near the Ihips as to 
be fliot dead with fmall arms. Thefe bears are very 
good eating, and where no better is to be purchafed, 
the whalers account them as good as beef. They arc 
many of them larger than the largefi oxen, and w'eigh 
heavier. In many parts of their body they arc mulkct 
proof, and unlefs they are hit on tlie open chefi, cr 
on the flank, a blow with a mulket ball will hardly 
make them turn their backs. Some of the bears killed 
in thefe encounters weighed from 7 to 800 weight; 
and it was thought, that the bear that routed the 
failors on Muffin’s Ifland, could not weigh lefsthan 1000 
weight. He’was, indeed, a very monftcri 

Thurfday 29, (ailing among innumerable iflands of 
ice, they found the main body too folid for the (hips to 
make the leaft impreffion upon it, and finding no 
opening, the Commodore refolved to fend a party un¬ 
der the command of the firft lieutenant to examine the 
land, which at a diftance appeared like a plain, diverli- 
fied with hills and mountains, and exhibited in their 
fituation a tolerable landfcape. 

On trying the water, it was lefs fait than any fea 
water they had ever tailed ; and they found likewife, 
that the ice was no other than a body of congealed frefii 
water, which they imagined had been frozen in the in¬ 
fancy of the earth. 
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Tuefday 30, the weather being clear, they ran clofe 
to the main body of the icc, and the fun continuing to 
fliinc, made them.almoft forget the climate they were 
failing in, but it was not long before they had reafon 
for fevcrc recollctftion. In coading along, they ob- 
ferved many openings, and were in hopes, trom their 
diftant appearance, that a paflage might be made be¬ 
tween them : but upon trial it was found, as the Dutch 
firiierman had foretold, that thefe appearances were 
deceitful. At one in the morning fine clear fun-fhinc, 
they founded in 16 fathom water, and found fmall 
■ftones at bottom. They were then about four miles 
from the N. E. part of the northernmofi: land; the 
eafiernmofl: land in light, difiant above five or fix 
-kagues. 

Saturday 31, at midnight, the cafiernmofl: land in 
fight lay E. N. E. one half E. which they could not 
make out to bean illand. They rather judged it to 
be a continent, but fotmd it impofiible to determine 
with certainty, as it lay beyond their reach. At nine 
in the morning the Carcafe hoiiled out her cutter, and 
filled her empty watcr-caflts M ith water from the ice. 
On this ice lie great quantities of fnow, and as foon as 
a pit is dug, it fills with fine fofc clear water, not in¬ 
ferior to that of many land fprings. At noon they 
founded in 95 fathom.s, the ground foft mud. This 
day a bear came over the ice to vilit them, the firfl they 
had feen fince they left MuOin’s Ifland. They faluted 
him with a volley of fmall arms, and he returned 
the compliment, by turning his back upon them. 
Their longitude was this day 2 1 deg. 26 min. E. by 
time-keeper. TheiTnomcccr 4.5. 

Sunday Augufi i, proved a day of trial. Lying to 
among the clofe ice, with the looTc ice driving fall 
to fiiore, the Commodore was detirous of furveying 
the weflernmofi of the feven il finds, w'hich appeared 
the higheft, in order to judge, from the profpect on the 
hills, of the pofilbility of proceeding farther on the 
difeovery. With this view they carried out their ice- 
anchors, and made both fliips faft to the main body, a 
practice very common with the fifliing fliips that an¬ 
nually frequent thofe fcas. Of the reconnoitring party, 
w ere the Captains, the fecond lieutenants, one of the 
mathematicians, the pilots, and fome chofen Tailors, 
felcctcd from both fifips. They fet out about two in 
the morning, and fometirncs failing, fometimes draw¬ 
ing their boats over the ice, they with difficulty 
reached the ffiorc, where the firfl: objects they law were 
a herd of deer, fo very tame, that they Teemed as curi¬ 
ous to gaze at the flrangers, as the, ft rangers were 
plcafed to fee them ; for they came five or fLx together 
Ip near, that they might have been killed with the thruft 
of a bayonet; a proof that animals arc not naturally 
afraid of man, till, by the fate of their alTociates, they 
are taught the danger of approaching them; a proof 
too, that animals are not dcliitute of refleiflion, other- 
wife how fhould they conclude, that what has befallen 
their fellow animals, will certainly happen to them, 
if they run the like rifque. The gentlen>cn, however, 
fiifFcrcd only one of thefe fcarlefs innocents to be fired 
at, and that was done by a lailor w'hen they were ab- 
fent on obfervation. 

On this ifland they gathered fome feurvy-grafs, and 
in many places.they could perceive the fides of the hills 
covered with the verdure on which thefe deer undoubt¬ 
edly fed. 

After having afeended the higheft hills on the fca- 
coafl, and taken a view of the country and the ocean 
all round, the gentlemen defeended, and about five in 
die afternoon embarked again on their return to the 
Ihips, at which they arrived fafe about ten, after an 
ablence of20 hours. They were greatly difappointed 
by the hazinefs of the weather on the tops of the moun¬ 
tains, which confined theprofped:, and prevented their 
taking an obfervation with the inftruments they had 
carried with them, for that purpofe. 

There is here a fmall variation in the journals of the 
two fliips.; that kept on board the Commodore making 
the dtftance between the iiland and the fliips near 20 
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miles; the other only five leagues, which mieht n 
happen, as the flirps fliifted their flations with the 
body of ice, fometimes driving N. W. fometim 
contrary courfe, as the wind and tides happened 

Their fituation now began to be ferious, and it”^ 
dirco\kred too late, that by grappling to 
pradifed by the Grecnlandmen, they had endancr^*^^' 
the lois of the fliips, the loofe ice clofing fo faft 
them that they found it abfolutely impoftible to 
them difengaged; and there was, befidcs, gi-cat rcaf^ 
to fear, that one or both would foon be crufticd^*^ 
pieces. Great minds arc ever moft diftingniihed u 
their expedients on the moft alarming occafioiis Th^ 
Commodore fet all hands to work to form a dock 
the folid ice, large enough to moor both (hips. and 
by the alacrity with which that fcrvicc wasperfo^cd 
the fliips were preferved from the danger of imniediat^ 
dcflruction. -j 

The fliips being thus far fccurcd, the ofticers, pilots 
and niaflcrs, were all fummoned on board rhe Con? 
moJorc, to confult on what further was to be done in 
their prefent unpromifing fituation ; when it wasun^ 
animoufly agreed, that their deliverance was hopclcfs? 
and that they mufleithcr provide to vvintcrupon thead- 
jacent i(lands, or attempt to launch their boats into the 
open Tea, wdiich was already at a confidcrablcdiftancc- 
for the loofe ice had poured into the bay in whidi they 
w.cre at anchor with fo much rapidity, and in fuch 
aflonilhing quantities, that the open Tea w'as already 
far out of light. Before any thing farther was under-, 
raken, ihc men were ordered to their quarters, that they 
might refrefh thcmfelves with fleep. 

While their commanders preferve their fortitude,, 
the fallors never lofc their courage. They rofe in the 
morning with as much alacrity and iinconGcrn^ as if 
they had been failing with a fine breeze in tlic Briiilli 
Channel. 

Auguft 2, it was now thought advifcablc to make 
one derperatc attejnpt to extricate the (hips, by cutting 
a channel to the weflward into the open fca. The 
fcOviping out the dock with fo much expedition, by 
a party only of one fliip, raifed high expeclations of 
what might be performed by the united labours of 
both the crews. No body of men ever undertook a 
work of fuch difficulty with fo much chearfulncfs and 
confidence of fuccefs, as the Tailors obferved on this 
occafion. Their ice-favvs, axes, fledges, poles, and the 
whole group offea-tools, were in an inftant all employ¬ 
ed in facilitating the work; but after cutting through 
blocks of folid icc from 8 to 15 feet deep, and coming 
to others of many fathoms, that exceeded* the powers 
of man to feparate, that was laid alide as a hopelels 
projed ; and another more promiling, though not Ids 
laborious, adopted in its room. 

On the 3rd of Auguft, after the men had again rc- 
frelhed themfelves with fleep, it was refolvcd to fit up 
the boats belonging to both the (hips with fuch cover¬ 
ings as w’erc moft eafy to be accommodated, and ol 
lighted conveyance; and by (kating them over theiee, 
endeavour to launch them in the open Tea. Could 
this be eflecTed, they hoped, that by failing and rowing 
to the northernmofl harbour ofSpicIbergen, they migljj 
arrive at that illand, before.the departure ofthedaft 
fliips belonging to the fifhery for Europe. 

While the boats w’cre getting ready for this ex¬ 
pedition, a fccond party were difpatchcd to the iilandi 
with orders to take the diflance as exaCT as it waspol-^ 
Able to the neared open Tea. As all the people 
longing to the fliips were not to be engaged in thde 
fcrviccs, tho(c who were unemployed diverted then^ 
fclves in hunting and killing the bears, that now, at- 

tradlcd perhaps by the favpry fmcll of the provifio^^ 
drelTed on board the fliips, came every day over theicf 
to repeat their vifits. Several of thefe were killed occa" 
lionaily, and this day they fought a fea-horfe, in whicu 
engagement the fccond lieutenant of the Carcafe 
lized his courage in a mod defperate rencounter, 
which, however, he fuccccdcj, though his life 
imminent dajiger. ^ 
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O rh<-Ath the carpenters, &c; were till 1 employed 

On CnC 4 , ,_'T'K/* r^ilr»rc ■U’hn fitr' ritiu K/'_ 


UP the boats. The pilots, who the day be- 
in fitting P obfervations on the idands 

armentioned, made their report, that the neareft 
thThad ken was about 10 leagues to the weft- 
^ that in their paflage they had met with great 
''’^.'nhers of fpars or pine trees, floating about the 
Tome of them of confiderable lizc, with the 
tk rotted off, and the bodies much worm-eaten; 
hit there was neither tree nor fl;rub to be feen grow- 
' Im any of the feven iflands, nor upon any land that 
‘hfv bad yet difeovered in that latitude, nor for lo 
farther S. and that the trees they had feen muft 
therefore have come from a great diftance. 

Thouoh there is nothing new in this obfervation, 
the like being annually obferved by all the navigators 
ho frequent thofe feas in the fummer, and who coi¬ 
led thciY wood from thofe drifts, yet the country from 
whence they proceed has hitherto been thought a myf- 
tcry. But it being now certain, that many of the great 
rivers that flow through the northernmofl parts of 
Rullia, empty themfelves into this fca; and that there 
is an open communication throughout the different 
pars of it at diflerent fcafons of the year, there feems 
very little reafon to doubt, but that thofe trees arc torn 
up by land floods, and are precipitated into the fea by 
the rapidity of the flreams. 

It has indeed been objccflcd, that all the wood that 
is found floating in this manner alxiut the iflands in 
high latitudes, is to a piece barked and worm-eaten; 
and tiiat if thlTe trees were torn up and precipitated 
into the fc»1 in the manner above fiippofed, fome of it 
would appear Ibund and unbarked, as in its firlt flate. 
To this it may be anfwercd, that were the courfe of the 
tides to run as conftantly to the noithward, as the 
courfeof the rivers runs into the fea, this objcclion 
would be Unanfwcrablc. But the very reverfe is known 
to bethe fadt; and that neither the winds nor the tides, 
tend to the northw'ards for any confiderable part of the 
year; fo that from the time thefe trees enter the ocean, 
it muft, in the ordinary courfc of things, be many 
ages before they can reach the latitudes in which they 
arc now found. Bccaiife, if they are driven northwards 
by the ftretigth 'of-a (form from the fouth, they will be 
driven in another direction by the next florm that hap¬ 
pens from another quarter; and all the while the calm 
continues, they will be driven to and fro by the tides, 
which, as has been obferved, fcldom fet long to the 
north, therefore, being in continual motion lor ages, 
or being ciift upon the Ihore by tempefls, or high tides, 
and lying there expofed to the air, till tempefts or high 
tides returri them again to the ocean, they will, in a 
long progreflion of time, be reduced to the ftatc in 
which they arc conflanrly found. This folution is, 
however, offered with dilfidcnce. The faill: is certain, 
of much .wood being annually found about the iflands 
in queftion; and it is now of little importance fj'om 
whence it proceeds, as a paflage by the north-calf to 
'-nma will probably never more be fought. 

On the 5ih they had gentle breezes; but about four 
in ine morning fmall fleet. The ice flill furrounding 
^PP^^i'iiig to grow more and more folid and 
^ind till now retained hopes that the 
.-calc wind would again difunite its fubftance, and 
len a ^iTage for their deliverance, began to dcfpair, 
blown for twenty-four hours from that 
nnr which alone they could have relief, and 

how alteration to be perceived. The men, 

.joyous as ever, and fltewed not the 
concern about the danger of their fituation. 
the cJ morning, the man at the mall head of 
their ^ notice, that three bears were making 
reehn,Y ^*^^1 that they were di- 

oiit t^nurfe towards the fliip. They had, with- 

' 1 the "by the feent of the blubber 

nicn l^iHed a few-days before, which the 

thekeVand which was burning on 
^ a approach. They proved to 

'ar and her two cubbs; but the cubbs were 


nearly as large as the dam. They ran eagerly to the 
lire, and drew out from the flames part of the flefh of 
the fea-horfe that remained unconfumed, and eat it 
vor^ioufly. The crew froln the fhip, by way of di- 
vcrlion, threw great lumps of the flefh of the fea-horfe 
which they had flill left, out upon the ice, which the 
old bear fetched away fingly, laid each lump before her 
cubbs as flie brought it, and dividing it, gave each a 
fliarc, referving but a fmall portion to herlelf. As fhe 
w^as fetching away the lafl piece they had to beflow, 
they levelled their inulkcts at the cubbs, and fhot them 
both dead; and in her retreat, they alfo wounded the 
dam, out not mortally. It w^ould have drawn tears of 
pity from any but unfeeling minds, to have marked 
the affedliopatc concern expreffed by this poor beafl^ 
in the dying moments of her expiring young. Though 
fhc w as forcly wounded, and could but juft crawl to the 
place where they lay, flie carried the lump of flcfli fhe 
had fetched away, as flie had done the others before^ 
tore it in pieces, and laid it down befere them, and 
when flie faw' that they refufed to eat, flie laid her 
paws firfl upon one, and then upon the other, and 
endeavoured to raife them up. All this while it was 
pitiful to hear her moan. When flie found fhe could 
not ftir them, fhe went ofl^ and wjien fhe had got at 
fome diftance, looked back and moaned ; and that not 
availing her to entice them away, flie returned, and 
fmclling round them, began to lick their w^ounds. 
She went off a • fccond time, as before, and having 
craw'lcel a few paces, looked again behind her, and for 
fome time flood moaning. But flill her cubbs not 
rifing to follow her, flie returned to them again, and 
wfith figns of incxprcfiible fondnefs, w'ent round one and 
round the other, pawing them, and moaning. Find¬ 
ing at lafl that they were cold and lifelefs, llie raifed 
her .head towards the fhip, and, like Caliban in the 
Tempefl, grow led a curfe upon the murderers, which 
they retunied witii a volley of mufket-balls. She fell 
betw'een her cul^bs, and died licking their w'ounds. 
If what is related by a voyager of credit in the lafl cen¬ 
tury be true, the filial fondnefs of thefe animals is no 
Icfs remarkable than the maternal. The young ones, 
fays he, keep conflanily clofe to the old ones. We 
obferved that two young ones and an old one would 
not leave one another, for if one ran away, it turned 
back again immediately, as foon as it did hear the 
others in danger, as if it would come to help them. 
The old one ran to the young one, and the young one 
to the old one; and rather than they would leave one 
another, they would fufler themfelves to be all killed; 

Friday the 6.th, the weather calm, But foggy, and 
the winds variable; they difcqvcred that the drift of 
the fliip, with the whole body of ice, inclined faft to 
the eaflward; and chat they were already embayed in 
the very middle of the feven iflands. They therefore 
fentoif tlie pilots of both fliips, with a party of failors, 
to the noithernmoft ifland, to fee what difeoveries 
could be made from the promontories there. They re¬ 
turned at night, after a fatiguing journey, with a diC- 
mal account, that nothing w'as to bc feen from thence 
but a vaft continent of icc, of which there was no end ; 
and that the thought of wintering in fuch a fituation was 
more dreadful, than that of perilhing by inftant death. 

Saturday 7, the w'ind fet in N, N. E. veered to the 
N. to the N. E. and E. piercing cold. This day 
the boats were all brought in readinefs on the ice, fitted 
with weather cloaths about inches above the ^n- 
ncls, in order to keep off the cold as much as pomblc, 
if by good fortune they fhould be enabled to launch 
them in an open fca. This day was employed chiefly 
in boiling provifions to put in tlic boats for the in¬ 
tended voyage; in dclivaing out bags to the men to 
carry their bread, and in packing up fuch necefTaries 
as every one could take along with him; for now every 
man w as to Jbe his own porter, the necelTaiy provifions 
and liquors being found load enough for the boats, 
and twenty-five days bread load enough for each- man. 
This being adjufled, when night approached they were 
all ordered on board to flcep.- 
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Thurfday 8, at fix in the morning all hands were 
ordered to turn our, and a detachment of fifty men 
from each (hip, headed by their refpe<flive officers, 
Mere appointed to begin the hard talk of hauling the 
laiinces along the ice. The bravefi: and gallanrelt ac¬ 
tions performed in war, do not fo firikingly mark the 
true charaAer of a fea commander, as the readinefs 
and alacrity with which his orders are obeyed in times 
of imminent danger. Every one now firove M’ho 
fhould have the honour to be lifted in the band of 
haulers, of w hom the Commodore took the diredion, 
leaving Capt. Lutwych to take care of both the fhips, 
that if any favourable turn lliould happen in the difpo- 
ficion of the ice, he might make ufe of the remaining 
part of both the crews to improve it. Upon a general 
confultation of officers, previous to this undertaking, it 
bad been agreed, and an order iflued accordingly, that 
no perfon on board, of whatever rank, fhould encum¬ 
ber himfelf with more cloaths than wffiat he wore upon 
his back. Upon this occafion, therefore, the officers 
drelied themfeivcs in flannels, and the common men 
put on the cloaths wffiich the officers had thrown off. 
It was inconceivably laughable to fee thefe motley bands 
yoked in their new harnefs; and, to fay the truth, there 
was not one folemn face among the two companies, 
l hat headed by the Commodore drew ftoutly for the 
honour of their leader, and that headed by their Lieu¬ 
tenants had their mufic to play to them, that they 
might dance it away, and keep pace with the Com¬ 
mander in chief. Indeed the officers w'ho headed them 
were defcrvcdly beloved as wfcll as their commanders, 
particularly lieutenant Beard, whofefteady and uniform 
condu( 51 : in times of the greateft danger, cannot be fuf-' 
ficiently admired or applauded. Neither fwayed by 
paflion, nor difconcerted by the fudden cmbarraflTments 
that often intervened, his condudl was alw’ays calm, and 
his orders refolute. He never was heard, during the 
w'holc voyage on the moft preffing emergencies, to en¬ 
force his commands with an oath, or to call a failor by 
any other than his ufual name; and fo fenfible were 
they of his manly behaviour, that, when the Ihip was 
paid off at Deptford, they were only prevented by his 
moft carneft requeft from ftripping themfelves to their 
ftiirts, to cover the ftreets with their cloaths, that he 
might not tread in the dirt in going to take coach. 

In fix hours, with the utmoft efforts of human la¬ 
bour, they had only proceeded a fingle mile; and now 
it was time for them to dine, and recruit their almoft 
exhaufled fpirits. As the Commodore had laboured 
with them, it w'as in charadler that he fhould dine with 
ihemalfo; and an accident happened that made it ne- 
ceffaryfor him fo to do. The cook, with his mates, 
(w ho w ere bringing the Commodore and the officers 
their dinners under covers) to keep out the cold after 
coming from a warm fire-fide, had made a little too 
free with the brandy bottle before they fet our, and be¬ 
fore they had got half way to the launces, the liquor be¬ 
gan to operate; the cooks were fometimes very near 
l^arding each other, fometimes they hauled off, and 
fometimes fleered right a-hcad. At length coming to 
achafm, or parting of the ice, w'hich they were obliged 
to leap, down came the mafter cook, with difh, cover, 
meat and all; and what was ftill worfe, though it was 
not then thought of much value, the Commodore’s 
common fervice of plate, vvhich the cook carried for 
the officers to dine on, fell in the chafm, and inftantly 
funk to the bottom. Tliis accident brought the cook 
a little to himfclfiv and he now flood paufing whether 
he Ihould jump down the gulph after the plate, or pro¬ 
ceed to the Commodore to beg mercy and make his 
apology. His mates perfuaded him to the latter, as 
the Commodore was a kind-hearted gemman, and 
would never take a man’s life away for a flip on the ice. 
Befidcs, it w as a great jump for a fat man, and Com¬ 
modore, they were fure, had rather lofe all the plate in 
the great cabin, than lofe cookie. Comforted a little 
by this fpecch, the cook proceeded, but let his mates 
goon firft with what remained, to carry the tidings of 
what befell the reft. When the Commodore had heard 
the ftory, he judged how it was with them ail. But 


where is the cook, faid he to the maces? H < 
behind, an plcafe your honour. In the mca 
cook came up. Cook, fiiid the Commodore*^ 
your dinner. I will dine to-day with 
My dinner! Ay, a pound of theflefh 
your honour likes it. The promptnefs of Ih 
fhewed the linccrity of the cook’s good-will a A 
the Commodore better than a fcaft unon m 
difiniffed him with a fmilc, and partook with h 
cers in what was left, who made up their din 
a mefs from the common men. 

They had juft begun to renew their labour j, 
word was brought, that the whole body of ’ k 
changed its fituation, and was moving to 
ward; that the ihips wxre both a-float j and 
was parting. The joy which this news diffufed th?*^ 
the two companies of haulers is cafier to conceiv! 
e^refs. They inftantly lliook off their harnefs ran 
affift in working the fliips, and once more to ref 
their proper employments. When they arrived atT 
Ihips, Captain Lutwych, who was no lefs beloved bv 
men than the Commodore, had by his example and k 
judicious dircdlions done wonders. Both fliips 
not only a-float, with their fails fet, but adually cut and 
warped through the ice near half a mile. This my of 
hope, however, was foon darkened; the b^y of icc 
fuddcniy affumed its former diredlion to the ekwanj 
and clofcd upon them again as fall as ever. While the 
ftiips remained in the ice-dock, they werelafhed toge¬ 
ther for their greater fecurity, but now being laundcd 
and a-float, the ice preffed upon them with fuch 
weight, that it was every moment expedled that the 
hawfer would break that held them together; orders 
were therefore given, that the hawfer fliould be Hack- 
cned, and the fhips rclcafcd. 

For the remainder of the evening, and till two in the 
morning, the drift continued caftward, and all thatwhilc 
the ftiips were in danger of being cruflied by theclo- 
fing of the channel in w hich they rode. They had now 
drifted two miles to the eaftvvard; the men were worn 
out with fatigue in defending the fhips with their ice- 
poles from being cngulphed; and now nothing but 
feenes of horror and perdition appeared before their 
eyes. But the Omnipotent, in the very moment, when 
every hope of deliveranefe from their own. united en¬ 
deavour had relinquiflied them, interpofed in their fa¬ 
vour, and caufed the winds to blow'^, and the ice to part 
in anaftonifhing manner, rending and cracking with 
a tremendous noife, furpaffing that of the loudcfl thun¬ 
der. At this very inftant the whole continent of ice, 
W'hich before was extended beyond the reach of fight 
from the higheft mountains, moved together in vari¬ 
ous diredlions, fplitting and dividing into vail bodies, 
and forming hills and plains of various figures and di- 
menfions. All hearts ivere now again revived, and the 
profpeCl of being once more rclcafed from the frozen 
chains of the north infpired the men with frefh vigour. 
Every officer and every idler on board laboured now for 
life. The fails w'cre all fpread, that the fliips might 
have the full advantage of the breeze to force them 
through the channels that were already opened, and to 
help them, like wedges, to rend the clefts that were 
but juft cracking. 

While the major part of the crews were employe 
in warping the ftiips wdth icc-anchors, axes, faws and 
Doles, a party from both ftiips w'ere difparchcd to 
aunch the boats. This was no cafy talk to accom- 
plilh. I’lie ice, though fplit in many thoufand piecej 
was yet frozcTi bke an ifland round the launccs, and 
though it was of no great extent, yet the boats were 
a weight hardly to be moved by the fmall force in 
could be fpared to launch them. They were befid«» 
by the driving of the icc, at more than five miks di- 
tance from the fhips; and at this time no channels o 
communication were yet opened. But Providence wa 
inanifeft even on this occafion; for the ifland on wwc 
the launccs flood, parted while the men were hauli^ 

them, and by that lucky circumftance they iverelaunc 

with great facility, without the lofs of a man, moug 
the ice cracked, as it were und^r their feet. 
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on board had not been able to force their 
>?the mips much more than a mile, when the 
the launces joined them. And now, exc.ted by 
Ccur ofity or inftinft is not eafy to determine fevc- 
what cur t be fpeiftators of 

jal bews c re? ^j^j^njvanced fo near the fliips, that 
i&thave been eafily maftered, had not the men 
they mjs c^fiouny employed. 

^Thbday they altered their foundings from thirty to 
fifty fathoms, and from fifty to eighty and eighty-five 

'‘ThTbreeze continuing frefti from E. S. E. and E. 
.t,;ice feemed to open as faft as it had betore clofcd 
\ n the wind blew wcfterly, and from the north; a 
ftS prefumptivc proof of land to the eaftward, 
hth (looping the current of the loofe iccm driving 
Lfthe n^rth and weft, clofes it in courfe, and ren¬ 
ders it compaeft. On the contrary, when the wind 
blows off the land, and the current fets to the fca, the 
loofe ice being no longer oppofed, difperles itfelf again 
he ocean, where it again floats, till the fame caufe 
oroducK the fame effedl. If therefore the land which 
our voyagers faw on the 30th, and which they could 

sot determine with certainty to bean ifland, fliould, 

uDon fomc future occafion, bedifeovered to be a con¬ 
tinent. then the clofing of the looie ice fo fuddcnly 
about the feven iflands, and its crouding one piece 
upon another to a great height, when violently agitated 
by tempeft.s from the north or weft, will be fully and 
naturally acc' ■ - u lur. ^ , 

Tuefdav rhe iotn, uuCuc u\ro m the inorivag, the 
fog being i'>' K and the weather calm, and rhe men 
ver)'much fatigued, they were ordered to their quar¬ 
ters, to refrefh themlelves with fleep. It was. bcfidcj;, 
very cold, and much rain fell; and as the wind was va¬ 
riable, they could make but little progrefs. The ice, 
in the morning early, feemed rather to clofc upon tiiem, 
than to divide; and being apprchenfive for their boats, 
they attempted to hoift the iaunces on board, but that 
belonging to the Carcafe, being either too unweildy, 
or the men too much fatigued to efFcdt it, they flung 
her to the Ihip’s fide. 

About eight the breeze fprung up frcJfh from the N. 
E. exceedingly cold, but opening the ice to the weft- 
ward. They then made all the fail they could, driving 
with the loofening ice, and parting it wherever it was 
moveable with their whole force. Towards noon they 
loll fight of the Seven Iflands. And in a very little 
while after, to their great joy, Spitfbcrgenwasfeen from 
the maft-hcad. 

Wednefday 11, the men who, with hard labour, cold 
and watching, were much difpirited, on the profpcift of 
a fpeedy deliverance, and feeing the ice no longer ad¬ 
here in immoveable bodies, began, after a little refrcfli- 
ment, to refiime their wonted chearfulnefs. They had 
not till the fecond clofing of the ice, after the attempt 
to dig a pafiage through it had proved inefFeiflual, and 
that the haulifig the Iaunces had been tried with little 
better fuccefs, difirovered the leaft defpondcncy. But 
when they had exerted their utmoft efforts, and Provi¬ 
dence, which at firft feemed to fecond their endeavours, 
appeared to have forfaken them; when their pilots Tiad 
filled their minds with the terrors of their fituation; 
and their officers had given the ihips and their moft va- 
hi^lc effetls over for loft, the men then began to rc- 
fiea on the hard fliips they w ere likely to fufFcr, and to 
^impreficd with the fenfe of their common danger. 
Incir apprehenfions, however, w'erc but temporary, 
J[nd the moment they were relcafed from their icey pri¬ 
on, and that they were w ithin fight of a clear fca, their 
orrow was changed to mirth, and their melancholy to 
j’<^Joicing. Feftivity and jollity took place of abfti- 
5oce and gloomy apprehenfions; and before they ar- 
‘VCQ at Sgitlbergen, there was not a failor on board w ith 
alertous face. 

L had parted from the main body, they 

now time to admire. As it no longer obllrudcd 
fra the various ftiapes in which the broken 

^jnents appeared, were indeed very curious and 


No. 


40. 


amufing. One remarkable piece deftribed a magnifi¬ 
cent arch fo large and compleatly formed, that a floop 
of confidcrable burden might have failed through it 
without lowering her maft; another reprefented a 
church with windows and pillars, and domes; and a 
third, a table with icicles hanging rourd it like the 
fringes of a damafk cloth. .A fertile imagination 
might here find entertainment enough; for, as has al¬ 
ready been obferved, the fimilitiide of all that art or 
nature has ever yet produced, might here be fancied. 

They continued working all this day through the 
loofe ice. Hacluit's Headland bearing fouth 39 wefi, 
and in their courfe faw a Dutch Grccnlandnian in the 
S. W. quarter. 

Thurfday the 12th, they cleared the ice, and bore 
away with all fails fet for the harbour of Smearing- 
burg, in w-hich they had before caft anchor. At tw o 
in the afternoon they anchored in North Bny, the north 
part of Vogle Sound bearing north 45 caft, dift;ince about 
four miles. At half after four the Commodore made 
the fignal to weigh; and at half paft nine, came to an 
anchor in their former ftation, where they found foiir 
Dutch Grcenlandmen lying in readinefs to depart. 
Thefe Dutchmen acquainted the Commodore, that all 
the Englifti fiftiing fliips fet fail on the loth of July, 
the day to \vhich they are obliged by contrad, to ftay 
to entitle their owners to receive rhe bounty-money, al¬ 
lowed by Parliament for the encouragement of that 
fiihery. 

. About the fame rime the greateft part of the Dutch 
fet fail likewife from Spitlbergcn, ow their voyage 
home; but it is a pradice with thefe laft, to take it by- 
turns CO wait till the feverity of the weather obliges 
them to leave the coaft, in order to pick up fuch men as 
may by accident have loll their fliips in the ice; and 
who, notw’ithftanding, may have had the good fortune 
to fave their lives by means of their boats. This is a 
very humane inftitution, and does credit to the Dutch 
Government. Did the Britifli Government bear an 
equal regard for individuals, fo many valuable fubjcdls 
would never be fuffered to migrate, as now annually 
hire fliips to convey themfelves to feek their fortunes 
in new lettlements. It is eftimated, that tw’elve thou- 
fand at leaft are yearly fliipt oft' from Ireland, and not 
many lefs from England and Scotland, yet no mea- 
fures arc thought necelfary to be taken to retain them at 
home. 

The turn of waiting at Spitfbergen fadls annually to 
the lot of about five Dutch fliips, wlio are obliged to 
fend out their boats daily in fearch of their unfortunate 
fellow ful^eifls; fome of thefe boats have themfelves 
fuffered leverely, and have been detained feven or 
eight days by feverc weather in thefe excurfions, to the 
great anxiety of their friends. 

The day of our voyagers return to Smearingburg 
Harbour being fine, the Commodore ordered a tent to 
be raifed on the lower point to the S. W. where there 
was a level plain for the fpacc of two miles, and where 
all the mathematical apparatus were again taken on 
ftiorc for a fecond trial. 

They found, on the examination of the vibration of 
the pendulum, that it differed from that at Greenwich 
by Harrifon’s time keeper, only tw'o fcconds in fort/*- 
eight hours; which time-keeper, at their arrival at 
Greenw ich, varied only one fecond and a half from the 
time-pieces at the obfervatory there. Mr. Robinfon, 
who w^as articled to Commodore Phipps, from Chrift's 
Hofpital, andw'ho does honour to that noble foundation, 
was particularly careful to note the refult of all the ob- 
fervations that were made in this high latitude. 

The ovens w erealfo here taken on Ihore, and a con- 
fiderable quantity of good foft bread baked for the rc- 
freftiment of the men. 

Hacluit’s Headland, of which mention has been 
frequently made in the courfe of this voyage, is an 
ifland on the N. W. point of Spitfbergen, a^bout 15 
miles in circumference, on which is found plenty of 
feurvy-grafs; and in the valleys, fome of which ex¬ 
tend from two to three miles, there is ftore of other 
4 O grafs 

























■^rafs in fummcr, on which the deer is fuppofed to 
feed. 

The people were now fully employed in overhauling 
the riggmg, tarring the fliips fidcs, taking in water, 
peying and fecuring the mafls, and in preparing the 
fliips for piirfuing their voyage upon difeovery; or, 
if that was found impradlicablc, for returning home. 

On the 16th, two ofthe Dutch (hips weighed anchor, 
and failed away in company. 

On the 17th, vafl pieces of broken ice, Ixippofed to 
have fallen from the Icebergs, came floating into har¬ 
bour. When thefe pieces, which are undeiTnined by 
the continual agitation of the fea in ftormy weather, 
lofe their fupport, they tumble with a crack that fur- 
“pafles the loudefl: thunder; but they were told, that no 
other thunder was ever heard in this latitude. 

The adivity and enterprizing fpirit of the Ruffians 
already noticed, begin to manifeft itfclf every where, 
^nd it is not improbable, but that the maritirne powers 
inay one day or other have caufe to repent their emula¬ 
tion in contributing to aggrandize the naval power of 
that increafing people. The dominions of the Ruffian 
empire, are fituated to command the trade of the uni- 
verfe; they are now adually ere(fling a yard for build¬ 
ing fliips at Kampfehatka, to improve their difeoveries 
from that quarter, and to open a trade from thence to 
China. They have attempted to fettle colonies, as our 
Voyagers were told, on the fouthernmofl: diflrids of 
Spitlbergen, and thofeof the new fcttlers, who furyived 
the firfl: winter, were preparing to encounter the rigour 
of the climate in a fecond. This can only be done by 
way of experiment, to try if a fettlement is pra<fl:icable, 
for thofe now fent are faid to be criminals. 

During the fix days which the fliips anchored here 
to.make obfervations, take in water, refrefli the men, 
and refit, our journalifl: made feveral excurfions to the 
adjoining iflands, where the birds appeared in aftonifli- 
ing numbers; it being the feafon for bringing forth 
their young, and teaching them to fly, and to dive. 

Of all the bird^ that breed in thefe iflands, the bur- 
germafter is the largeft, and the mofl ravenous; he is 
10 called by the Dutch, from his fize and his authority, 
as he holds all the other birds in fubjedlion. His bill 
is long and crooked, rather like that of the ftork, than 
that of the hawk, and is of a yellow colour. He 
has a red ring about his eyes; is web-footed, but has 
but three claws on each foot. His wings arc of a 
beautiful pearl colour, edged with white; his back a 
filvcr grey; his body white as fnow, and his tail of the 
fame colour, which when he flies he fpreads like a fan. 
He builds his nefl: very high in the rocks, inacccffiblc 
either to bears or foxes. He preys upon all the other 
birds, and cats the carrion of fifli or flefli, or whatever 
comes in his way. His cry is horrible, and when he 
fereams, the mallemuch, a bird as large as a duck, is 
fomuch intimidated,that flic wull fink down, and fuffer 
him to devour her without oppofition. 

Our journalifl: found it very dangerous to purfuc his 
way over the hills and precipices in this rugged coun¬ 
try. The clefts on the mountains are like thofe in the 
ice frequently impaffablej but they are abundantly 
more hazardous, being fometimes concealed under the 
fnow, fo that a traveller is engulphed before he is 
aware. Many have been entombed in thefe clefts, and 
periflicd in the hearing of their companions, without 
a poffibility of relief. To a contemplative mind, 
however, even the deformities of nature, are not un- 
pleafing, the w ifdom of the Creator being manifcfl in 
all his works. 

On the 19th of Augufl the fliips unmoored, and on 
the loth they cleared the harbour. They found the 
tide to flow N. E. and S. W. and to rife three feet 
(even inches perpendicular height. 

On the 22nd, they again found thcmfelvcs befet with 
loofe ice. They were then in latitude 80 deg. 14 min. 
N. longitude 5 deg. 44 min. E. 

On the 22nd, they had a heavy fla from the S. W. 
quarter. 

^ On the 23rd, the Carcafe, being a heavier failcr than 
4 


the Race Horfe, lofl fight of the Commodore, and 
a fix pounder, which w’as anfwered. In the cv ■ 
they came in fight, and purfued their courfewi??® 
vourable weather, and without any thing ^0^1/ ^ 
notice happening till ^ 

September 5, when, being clear and calm wcath. 
the Commodore founded, and found ground with - 
fathoms, very foft mud. The people were eniploiS 
eight hours in heaving up the lead with the 
At three in the morning the fun nfen, took the airl* 
plitude, and found the variation to be 22 doo * 
min. W. 

September 7, at five in the afternoon, they had heavy 
fqualls, with rain; at feven in the morning moderate 
weather. This day, in 60 deg. 15 min. W. they found 
their longitude, correded by obfervation of fun and 
moon, to be 5 deg. 59 min. E. Longitude by time, 
keeper 4 deg. 45 min. E. a very remarkable dif! 
ferencc. 

The fliips purfued their courfe home m company 
together, with high feas and variable weather, till Sep¬ 
tember 11, when, at half after ten, the night dark, and 
the weather moderate, the wind all at once veered to 
the fouthward, and a flrong gale with a great fea came 
on. The fliips parted, and never moro came in 
till they met off Harwich, on the Englifli coafl. 

Our journalifl being on board the Carcafe, can now 
only relate w'hat happened to that floop, till her arrival 
in the River Thames. 

When the gale came on, the Commodore’s lights not 
appearing, the Carcafe fired a fix-pounder, but that 
(hot not being returned by the Race Horfe, it was con¬ 
cluded, that the Commodore was at too great a dif- 
tance to hear the fignal. At four in the morning the 
gale increafing, they clofe reefed the top-fails, and 
employed all hands in lafhing and fecuring the boats 
and booms, and preparing to withfland the threatening 
florm. At this time they were in latitude 57 deg. 44 
min. N. the Naze of Norway bearing S. 88 E. diftant 
31 leagues. 

Sunday, September 12, frelh gales, with frequent 
fliowers of rain : handed gib and ftay-fail; at two in 
the afternoon hard fqualls and violent fliowers of rain; 
handed fore and mizen top-fail; faw a fail to fouth¬ 
ward ftanding to eaftward; cloudy and obfeure Iky; 
at ten at night came on fuddenly a very heavy fquall; 
handed all the top-fails; flrong gale, with fcverc 
fliowers of rain. At midnight blowing a violent llorm 
of wind, reefed and handed the main-fail and fore- 
fail; lowered down the lower yards, balanced the 
mizen, and laid the fliip to under it, with her head 
to the weflward; the fea making a free palfage over th« 
fliip. Shipped fuch heavy feas, waflied all the pro\i- 
fions and calks that were laflied on the deck, over¬ 
board ; kept two pumps continually going; obliged to 
fkuttle the boats, to prevent their being wtiflied over¬ 
board. At four in the morning Ihipped fuch hwvy 
feas, as W'aflied all the booms and fpars that been 
with all poffible care fccured on the deck, over-ward. 
The Ihip moftly under water. No fight of 
modore; under great apprehcnfions for 
his vclTcl laboured much more than ours. At t 
time one of the mates, the carpenter, and a 
man, were waflied over-board. The carpenter, a 
careful fober man, who was in the wafte, 
hatches and ftores, was walhed in and out at the 
three times, before he could fecure himfclf. At t 
the morning rather moderate. Set the mizen-n^ty* 
fwayed the lower yards up, and fet the 
halfpafl eleven, flrong fqualls and heavy gufls; w 
both courfes; and fettled the lower yards. 

September 13, flrong gales and fqually. wnn 
ally fliipping heavy feas. At three in the an 
rather more moderate; fet reef courfes; fwayed 
lower yards, and fet the main-top-fail. VF-jop 

makuig no water; at feven in the evening k't ^ 
fail and gib; very heavy fea from S. W- 
eight in the evening moderate and cloudy; ^ 

reef out of the main-top-fail; founded 35 
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. u „,„n fand. At one in the fnorning light airs, 

ueather and great fea. Wore fliip, and flood 
A.t four frefh breezes, with ram. At 
!,"if mil eight faw a fail to eaftward; fuppofing it the 
rfim^orl made the private fignal, and fired a fix- 
At nine bore down upon her, and brought 
' She Droved a Hollander from Archangel, 
tound'to Bremen. Courfe S. 42 W. latitude 56 deg. 

• min. N. 


Seotember i 4 > ^^^ong gales, and cloudy ; under reef 
(cs At two in the afternoon moderate; fet mam- 
At three fet fore-top-fail; a great fea from 
^^^ward. At feven in the evening moderate and 
'budv Out the third reef of the main-top fail; un- 
rertain weather; fqually, and at times much rain; at 
three great fog. This day at noon, Flamborough-hcad 
S .6 kdiftance 30 leagues, 

'September 15, light breezes,and clear weather; out 
all reefs, and fwayed up the lower yards. At four in 
the afternoon faw a fail to the S. E. bore down and 
brought her to. She proved to be a PrufTian fiflierman, 
had been to days from Edinburgh; hoiffed out the 
fmall cutter; the fecond lieutenant went on board of 
her, and bought a fine cargo of filh. At five the boat 
returned; we hoifted her on board, with plenty of 
inackarel and herrings. Made fail, and (food to S. W. 
founded every half hour; found from 13 to 1.5 and 18 
fathoms, fine brown fand, mixed with black (hells. At 
(even in the evening took the firft reef, and hauled in 
the top-fails; frelh gales and cloudy. At two in the 
morning deepened in water to 20 fathom. Took in 
fccond reef of the top-fails; tacked fiiip, and flood to 
N. W. At five in the morning got into 15 fathom; 
and at feven into 10. At nine in the morning clofc 
reefed the top fails, and at lO handed them; very frefli 
gale, and violent rain. 

September 16, rather more moderate; fet the main- 
top-fail; fqually, with rain; a confufed fea from W. 
N. W. At five in the afternoon foundings from 5 to 
12, from 27 to 32 and 34 fathoms, fine brown fand, 
black fpecks, frefh gales and cloudy. At eight took in 
firft and fecond reefs of top-fails; at eleven at night 
clofe reefed the main and fore-top-fail, and handed the 
mizen; frefh gales, and cloudy weather- At four in 
the morning fhoaled water to 22 fathoms ; brown fand 
and broken fhells. At five faw feveral fail to N. W. 
fired, and brought one of them to. At eight fhook 
the firft and fecond reefs out of the top-fail; hove down 
upon a floop, which came from Gravefend; took on 
board the maftcr, as a pilot to carry the fhip through 
Yarmouth Roads; put on board one man in his room, 
and ordered his veflel to follow us. Stood to the 
fouthward. 

September 17, frefh breezes, and cloudy weather; 
kept the lead going every half hour; found our found¬ 
ing from 10 to 12 fathoms, fine brown fand. At fix 
in the afternoon frefh gales ; clofe reefed the main-top- 
fail ; foundings from loto 16 fathom; broken ftiells and 
large ftones. At feven clofe reefed the main-top-fail; 
kept a light in the poop-lanthorn for the floop. At 
ten ftrong gales; handed the top-fails; laid her to 
tinder the main-fail; handed the fore-fail. At eleven 
at night got into five fathom; but deepened to eight, 
nine and ten fathom brown fand. Loft fight of the 
lining velfel; fired feveral guns, and made a fignal in 
■ On fetting the fore-top-fail ftacil, 

tt blew to pieces; bent a new one. A violent gale of 
^ind; (hipped a great quantity of water. At four 
tner moderate; fet the fore-fail. At midnight fet 
top-fails. At half pad fix tacked; at 
'eniaw the fifhing vcftel; bore down and fpokc with 
who had fplit her main-fail in the night. At ten 
tr' u Rearing S. W. by W. and S. and by W. 
thp ^ clear and moderate weather, fhook all 

fail/ r top-fails, and fet the cop-gallant- 

dift/ ^ight-houfe bearing S. 55 deg. W. 

•incc five leagues. 

thp ^ 9 j frefli breezes and clear w'eather; bent 

,'cct.cablc, and hauled a range of the beft and 


fmall bower-cables; bent both buoy ropes and buoys 
to the anchor. At five light breezes and fair; tacked 
and flood to the fouthward. At fix tacked and flood 
to the north-weft. Cramer N. W; arid by N. four 
miles; light breezes, and pleafdnt weather; handed in 
top-gallant-fails, and handed the main-fail. At feven 
in the evening, to our great joy, faw Y'armouth Church, 
bearing S. W. At ten at night came to anchor with 
the beft bower in twelve fathom, fine fand and clay; 
veered out to half a cable, and handed all the fails. 
Winterftonc Nefs lights bore S. and by W. four mil^**. 
At two in the morning frefh breezes and cloudy. At 
half pad four weighed, and made fail. Employed in 
working from Winterftone Nefs lighr^, to Yarmouth 
Roads, making feveral tacks. Ac feven in the morn¬ 
ing fet top-gallant-fails; at nine came to an anchor in 
Yarmouth Road, with beft bower in feven fathoms wa¬ 
ter; fand and clay. Yarmouth church fouth fifteen 
weft, diftance two miles. Came on board a pilot to 
carry the fliip to the Nore. 

September 20, frefli breezes and clear weather; font 
down top-gallant-yards, and got every thing clear for 
ftriking tokens. At five in the afternoon moored the 
fliip. Yarmouth church W. S. W. two miles. 

September 21, frefli gales and cloudy, with frequent 
rain. At four in the afternoon fent down top-gallant- 
maft. At eight in the morning fent the long-boat on 
fliore for water. Wc were this day vifited by feveral 
of the inhabitants of Norwich and Yarmouth, who- 
were genteelly entertained by the officers, but we could 
get no intelligence of the Commodore. 

September 23, dark cloudy weather. At fix in the 
evening fwayed up the top-mafl, and lower yards; the 
wind veered to N. W. we prepared to unmoor. Frefh 
gales, with frequent flafhes of lightning. At feven in 
the morning fet on top-gallant-mafl, and began to un¬ 
moor. At eight veered away upon the beft bower, and 
took up the fmall bower-anchor. At nine weighed 
and made fail. At ten got up the top-gallant-yards, 
in company with feveral (hips. 

Saturday 25, at five came to an anchor in eleven fa¬ 
thoms. Orford light-houfc E. by S. four miles. This 
day fome religious books were diflributed among the 
failors, which had been fent on board by foine pious 
perfon for their particular perufal. 

Sunday 26. At fix in the evening came to with the 
beft bower in feven fathoms water; Balfey church W. 
by S. At two in the morning weighed, and came to 
fail; Harwich lights N. W. by W. To their great 
furprife, faw the Race Horfe at anchor. Hoifted out 
the cutter, and Captain Lutwych waited on the Com¬ 
modore, from whom he learnt, that in the ftorm of the 
twelfth they had all their boats wafhed over-board; 
and, to eafe the fliip were obliged to heave all their guns 
over-board, except tw'O. Came to anchor; Harwich 
church N. W. 

Monday 27, at two in the afternoon weighed, and 
came to fail in company with the Race biorfe. Ac 
eight in the evening came to in theSwin. Ac five in the 
morning weighed, in company as before. Turning up 
theSwin at half pad nine, came to; Whitaker Beacon 
N. N. E. one mile. 

Tuefday 28, frefh breezes and cloudy weather. At 
half paft three weighed, and came to fail. At halfpaft 
fix came to with the bed bower in fix fathom water; 
Shoe Beacon N. W. At half paft five weighed, and 
came to fail. Working to windward at eleven in the 
forenoon, the Commodore’s boat came on board, wdth 
orders to proceed to Deptford. At noon came to at 
the Nore with the beft bower. 

Wednefday 29, light breezes and fair weather. At 
half paft five weighed, and made fail. Employed in 
working up the river. At half paft ten came to w ith 
the bed bowser in the gallions, in three fathoms water. 
Woolwich church N. by S. one half E. At noon a 
hoy came along-fide for the gunner’s (lores. 

Thurfday 30, employed moll of the afternoon in 
getting out tlie guns, and gunner’s (lores. At nine in 
the evening weighed, and came to fail. At ten run 

foul 
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foul of a large tranrport,and earned away the lar-board 
mizeii-fhrouds, and part of the channel. At one in the 
morning came to anchor at Deptford. Warped along- 
lide the Bedford Hulk, and moored. At lix unbent 
the fails, and began to unrig. 

Thus ended a voyage, w hich feems to have deter¬ 
mined the queftion fo much agitated concerning the 
navigation to the north pole, and proved what Captain 
Wood had before alTertcd, that no palfage would ever 
be found practicable in that direction. 

From the quantities of ice which that navigator 
met with in latitude 76 degrees north, he concluded 
indeed erroneoufly, that the 80th degree, would 
bound the paffage towards the poles, and that from 
thence the polar region was cither a continued conti¬ 
nent of folid ice, or that land filled up the interme¬ 
diate fpace. 

It has been found, however, that thofe feas are na¬ 
vigable as far as 81 and 82 deg. of latitude; and 
it may pofTibly happen, that in fome future years, they 
may be found navigable a degree or two farther: but it 
may now with certainty be concluded, that a courfe 
under the pole can never be purfued for the purpofe of 
commerce. 

We have already fliewn inconteftibly, tliat the north 
fea communicates with the caftern fea, and that the 
palTage to China and Japan may be performed with 
difficulty by aN. E. courfe, by watching the opportu¬ 
nity, when a few days in the year the north fea is open. 
But who would think of expofing a fliip’s company to 
the hazard of being frozen to death in a tedious, un¬ 
certain, and dangerous paffage, when a fafe, certain, 
and, one may fay, fpcedy ptdfage at all times lies open 
before them. 

From Bchring*s difeoveries to the cafl: of Japan, and 
from the continent he there met with, there feems rea- 
fon to believe, that the land feen by Commodore Phipps 
to the eallward of the Seven Iflands, might be a conti¬ 
nuation of that continent. In that cafe it is not im¬ 
probable, but that either that continent may join to 
the wellern part of America, or that it may extend 
fouth ward, and form a part of that continent fo much 
fought after in the fouthern hemifphcrc. 

A fmall premium of two or three thoufand pounds 
fccurcd by Parliament, to be paid to the ow^ner or ow- 
ters of any Greenland fifliing Ihip, that fliould be for¬ 
tunate enough to difeover fuch a continent to the eaft- 
ward or nortliward of the Seven I (lands, might pof- 
fibly have a better effafl, than many expenfive expedi¬ 
tions fitted out folcly for the purpofes of fuch difeo- 
very. This, by a trading nation, were it only to im¬ 
prove the fcicnce of geography, would furely be w'ell 
beftowed. 

It it true, indeed, that^the reward fccured by parlia¬ 
ment for the difeovery of a nonh-weft paffage, has not 
yet been attended with that fuccefs, with which the 
promoters of the bill had flattered themfelves and the 
public, from the liberal fpirit with which it was 
granted. 

The Hudfon’s Bay Company, though bound by their 
charter to further and promote the difeovery, were ge¬ 
nerally fufpeded from interefted motives, to oppofc 
and difeourage every attempt to accomplifli it. And 
Captain Middleton, who in 1740 was fent in a king’s 
Blip upon that fcrvice, returning without fuccefs, was 
publicly charged with having received a bribe of five 
thoufand pounds to defeat the undertaking, and by his 
report to difeourage any farther attempts in purfuit of 
it. This charge was ftiongly fupported, and generally 
credited. And Mr. Dobbs, by wdiofe interefl Captain 
Middleton was einployed, had the addrefs to prevail 
with the then miniltry, to preclude any future fcheme 
of private corruption, by promoting the public reward 
already mentioned. 

The preamble to the acl will Bate this matter in the 
true fight it fets forth,- ** That whereas the difeovery of 
a north-weB paffage through Hudfon's Streight to the 
wcBern ocean would be of great benefit and advantage 
to this kingdom, and that it would be of great advan¬ 
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tage to the adventurers to attempt thefatne if 
lie reward was given to fuch perfons as fhould n 
perfecB difcovcryof the faid palfage; it E h, ^ ^ 
enacBed, that if any Blips or veffels beloncrinar ^ 
majeBy’s fubjeds Biall find out and fail ihrouph 
palfage by fea between Hudfon's bay and the fv 
ocean of America, the owners of fuch lhip$ or v ^ 
fliall be entitled to receive as a reward for fuch 
the fum of Twenty-thoufand Pounds." And as Tf ^ 
ther encouragement to profecute this difeovery and 
prevent obBrucBions from intcreBcd perfons^'it 
enaded, “ that all perfons, fubjecls of his Majefty"^* 
fiding in any.,place where the faid adventurers’n^ 
come in the profecution of this difeovery, flialIcpiv».J 
faid adventurers all affiBance, and Biall no 
Brudl, moleB, or refufe the faid adventurers reafonabl 
fuccour in any diBrefs they may fall into in the pmf^ 
cutionof this difeovery." 

Such was the encouragement, and fuch the libera! 
reward that was and is fecured by parliament to the 
fortunate difeoverers of a north-weB palfage to the 
great pacific ocean; a paflage which, it is generally be¬ 
lieved, would open a trade with nations on the nor¬ 
thern continent of America, wholly unknown to the 
maritime powers of Europe, and fuppofed, from their 
lituation, to abound in commodities equally rare and 
precious with thofe of any other country under the fun. 

The fair profped of acquiring fame by enlarging 
commerce, the hope of obtaining the parlianicntaiy 
reward, and the defirc of expofing the difmgcnuity of 
Capitain Middleton, w ere incitements fufficient to pre¬ 
vail w'ith Mr. Dobbs to folicit the equipment of two 
Blips for another voyage, which he made not the lead 
doubt would find out the palfage fo long fought for in 
vain, and by the advantages attending the difeovery, 
exceed the moB fanguine expedations of the adven¬ 
turers. 

The command of this expedition w'as given to Cap- 
Ellis, w'ho, on the 31B of May, 1746, paffed Yarmouth 
in the Dobb's Galley, accompanied by the California 
Sloop, and convoyed to the north fea by the Loo man 
of war. But in proportion as Mr. Dobbs had flattered 
the avarice of the adventurers who were to (hare in the 
reward, and had elated himfelf wdth the thoughts of 
triumphing over the difgracc of Captain Middleton, 
fo it happened, that when the Blips returned without 
having effeded any one thing of confcquence, the cha¬ 
grin of the former for having advanced their money 
on a vifionary projed, and the mortification of the lat¬ 
ter in not being able to fupport his charge, were in- 
creafed by every circumBance that could aggravate the 
difappointment. Captain Middleton now triumphed 
in his turn, and no Blip from England has fince been 
induced to undertake the voyage, notwithftanding the 
greatnefs of the rew^ard. 

It is now, however, believed, that government have 
in contemplation another voyage to the north, to which 
that of Captain Phipps was only the prelude; but there 
is reafon to conclude, from what has already been laid 
of thefe latter attempts, and from the ill fuccefs of for¬ 
mer undertakings, that the difeovery of a north-vc 
palfage is not the folc objed in view. The figure/^ 
the earth, the phenomena of the winds, the vanati^ 
of the compafs, and the attradion of the magnet, a ^ 
points yet unfettled, of infinite importance to navj^ 
tion; and it is not impoBible, but that a 
examination of the polar regions may lead to * 
tion of problems, that have hitherto baffled cheenquin 
of the ableB navigators. . j 

A very Bender acquaintance with the 
hardBiips attending northern difeoveries, will .. 
count for our knowledge of the countries furroun ^ 
the pole being Bill very imperfed. A brief a 
lation of the luflerings of thofe to wfflom we are ^ 
indebted for our information, will not, “T’yjj. 
thought an improper conclufion to a voyage folc) 
dertaken with a view to enlarge it. . 

The firB w-ho conceived the idea of 
northern regions was SebaBian Cabboc. Bnat 
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navicrator, long before Magellan thought of a 

the pacific ocean by the fouth-wefl. had made 
i’nv'ifrcs \vith a view to dired his coiirfe to the 
fime fo by the north-weft. In thefe voyages, he dif- 
mvered Newfoundland, the coaft of the Lfquimeaux 
Iralians, and had penetrated as far as the 64th degree 
f latitude, when a mutiny among his men. or rather 
anobftinatercfufal to proceed any further, obliged him 
to return; yet he died in the perfuafion that a pafTage 
in that direction certainly exifted, and that he fhouTd 
have found it but for the oppofition of his crew. 

The next, who prepolTeircd with the fame notion, 
undertook a voyage for difcoverics towards the north, 
was Sir Martin Forbiflicr. He difeovered Greenland, 
and in the latitude of 62 deg. north, paffed allrait, 
which, though it Hill holds a place in our maps, has 
never been found navigable fmce. He made two other 
voyages, difeovered many bays and capes, to which he 
jy.ive names, but returned without attaining the prin¬ 
cipal object of his voyage, though like his predecefTor, 
healferted the certainty of its exigence to his lateft hour. 

To him fucceeded Sir Humphry Gilbert, who in 
1583 traverfed the coafl: of Labradorc, entered the 
mouth of the great river St. Laurence, and, furround¬ 
ing the ifland of Newfoundland, laid the foundation of 
the cod fifliery, which has been profecuted with im- 
menfe advantage to his country ever fince. 

The rapid progrefs of difeoveries in the fouthern 
hcmifpherc, which about this time were attended with 
vaft profit to the adventurers, re-animated cotemporary 
navigators to profecute, with more ardour than ever, 
their enterprizes towards the north. The more the pa¬ 
cific ocean became known, the firmer the belief pre¬ 
vailed, that a paffage into it by way of the north muft 
certainly cxill, and that whoever could difeover it, 
would not only immortalize his name, but enrich his 
country. 

The merchants of that time were no lefs eager to 
embark their money, than the navigators were to ha¬ 
zard their perfons in any new projeS, w'here the hope 
of gain appeared to be well founded. A company 
therefore of wealthy perfons in London agreed to join 
a company of merchants in the w^efi, and to fit out 
two (hips for the difeovery of a paflage, w'hich all 
agreed was pradicable, though none could tell readily 
where to find it. To the command of this expedition 
Captain John Davis was ftrongly recommended as an 
able navigator, and of a bold and enterprifing fpirit. 
Accortlingly, on the 7th of June, 1685, he fet fail 
Ironi Dartmouth, in the Sun-fhine of fifty tons, and ac¬ 
companied by theMoon-fliineof thirty-five tons,having 
on board both vclTels forty-tw o hardy fcamen. On the 
19th of July they w'erc alarmed by a mighty roaring, 
which was the more terrible, as the fog was fo thick, 
that they could not fee each other at a fliip's length. 

o^^y the crackling of the iflands of ice, 
'jhichwas not then very well underftood. On the 
breaking up of the fog they difeovered land, which, 
rom Its horrid appearance, they named the Land of 
clolation. On the 24th they were in 64 deg. 15 min. 
north, the fca open and the weather moderate. In 
IS latitude they difeovered land, and converfed with 
c natives, who appeared to be a harmlcfs hofpitable 
people, polite in their manners, neatly habited, and 
tu ^ Thefe friendly people, obferving 

a the Englilh admired their furs, went up in the 
untry to bring dow'n more, wdth which they traded 
firnplicity. To an adjoining hill Davis 
Mount Raleigh, from which betook 
dniiH^j ^*1*^ 8th of Augufi, and on the iith 

crivr, u ^< 5 uthernmoft cape in view', to which he 
of the Cape of God’s Mercy, and en- 
to ''•hich bears the name of the difeoverer 

onth^^'^^k be failed lixty leagues, and 

hunvV^ L fiiorc, and found evident figns of 

ftw nr 1 being met by a pack of dogs 

mafterl thatexprefled their joy, as if their 

fY. ^ .‘^d been returned after an interval of abfencc. 

On a leathern collar. The Captain 


of thofe had 

AO. 40, 


was highly pleafed with the promifing appearance of 
the new ftraits, and confulting with the inaficr, agreed 
to report, upon their return home, that they had found 
the wiflied-for paflage to the weftern fea. 

The weather changing from temperate to cxccflive 
cold, on the 20th it was refolved to fet fail for Eng- 
and. On the 12th of September they fell in with the 
land of Defolation, and on the 30*^h of the fame month 
entered the port of Dartmouth without the lofs of a 
man. 

The account Captain Davis gave to his owners was 
fo w;ell received, that other merchants w'credefirous of 
joining in a fecond expedition, and accordingly he was 
again employed, and furnifhed with a much greater 
force. 

On the 7th of May he failed from Dartmouth in the 
Mermaid, of 120 tons, in company with the Sun- 
fliine and Moon-fliine as before, and an additional pin¬ 
nace of thirteen tons, called the North Star. 

In the latitude of 60 degrees north Captain Davis 
divided his force, ordering the Sun-fhine and North 
Star to feek a paffage between Greenland and Iceland, 
w'hile the Mermaid and Moon-fliine continued their 
courfe to the ftrait as before. In the latitude of 64 de¬ 
grees, and longitude 58 deg. 30 min. north from Lon¬ 
don, they fell again in with the land, and met the fame 
people with whom they had traded the former year. 
Oveijoycd to meet, they renewed their acquaintance, 
and while the Englifh was preparing a pinnace to faci¬ 
litate their difeoveries, the natives came in numbers to 
carry on trade. As foon as the pinnace was fitted for 
fca, Captain Davis difpatched her to examine the in¬ 
lets on the coaft, and to trace their courfc up the 
main land; but that was produdlive of no efTcntial dif¬ 
eovery. 

Though the natives attended them with an obfe- 
quious diligence, yet on their kindling a fire in their 
manner, and ufing fome ftrange ceremonies, Captain 
Davis fuppofing them to be ufing idolatrous forcerics, 
firft; thruft: the priefl into the fmoke, and then encou¬ 
raged his men to tread out the flame, and to fpurn the 
reeking coals into the fea. Unable to bear the infult, 
the natives for the firfl: time began to flicw refentment. 
They feized the boat from flern of the Moon- 
fhine, cut the cable belonging to the Mermaid, made 
prize of the implements that lay upon the fliore, and, 
in fhort, declared open hoftilities againft the aggreC- 
fors, who in return difeharged their artillery among 
them, which inflantly difperfed them. 

No civilities, however, that could be flicwn them, 
after the indignity offered to their priefl:, could ever 
after reconcile them, and the year following they found 
an opportunity to take a fevere revenge. In the mean 
time one of them being made prifoner, was taken on 
board the Mermaid; w'ho, after recovering his fright, 
trimmed up his darts, repaired his fifliing tackle, picked 
oakam, and fet his hand to any thing he was fet about; 
and, after a time, became a very pleafant companion 
on board. 

On the 17th of July, in latitude 63 degrees 8 min. 
north, they fell in with a continent of ice, very high, 
like land, with bays and caps, and, till they examined 
itclofcly, could not be convinced that it was a meic 
congelation. They coafted it till the 30th, when the 
w'eathcr became fo tempeftuous and foggy, and withal 
fo cold, that the flirouds, ropes, and fails were frozen 
and glazed with ice; and the men, who the year before 
found the fea open and the weather temperate, became 
fo difpirited, that in an orderly manner they addrefled 
their Commander, and intreated- him to confider their 
prefent fituation, to have regard to his own life, and 
the prefcr\'ation of theirs; and not through boldnefs 
and an indifereet zeal for a hopelcfs difeovery, leave 
their widows and fatherkfs children to blacken his me¬ 
mory with bitter curfes. Moved with their pitiable 
reprefentation, he difeharged the Mermaid with thofe 
who were moil defirous of returning home, and pro¬ 
ceeded in the Moonfhinc to profecute his voyage. 
Changing his courfc to recover the oppofitc ihore oil 
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the I ft of Augiift, in latitude 66 deg. 33 min. N- and 
longitude 70 deg. W. he difeovered land, without 
either ice or fnow. On the 2nd, they caft anchor in 
a fine road, and in a day or two were vifited by the 
natives, who came to traffic. On the 14th, they fet 
fail to the weftward, and on the i6ch, changed their 
courfe to the fouthward. On the 18th, they difeover¬ 
ed a high promontory to the N. W. which having 
no land to the fouth, recovered their hopes of a free 
palfage. 

On doubling tfie Cape, they found the land trending 
away to the fouth in broken iflands, and coafting along 
till they arrived at a fine opening, in latitude 57 deg. 
they failed 10 leagues, with woods and lawns on each 
fide, abounding with deer and game of every kind. 
Here they ftaid till the i ft of September, and then fet 
fail, coafting along to the northward, where they 
were again flattered with the hopes of a pafiage, 
by obferving a ftrong current rufiiing in between two 
lands to the weftward, which they were very defirous 
of approaching, but the wind blew directly againft 
them. 

On the 6th, returning to their former ftation, five of 
the crew fell into an ambufcadc; for having ventured 
on fiiore unarmed in their boat, they were luddenly 
aflaulted from thew^oods, two of them killed upon the 
fpot, twogricvoufly wounded, and the fifth made his 
efcape by fwimming, with an arrow flicking in his arm. 
The fame evening a furious ftorm arofe, which lafted 
till the loth, in which time they in a manner unrigged 
their fliip, and were about to cut away her mafts by the 
board, the cable of their flieet anchor parted, and they 
every moment expedled to be dafhed upon the rocks, 
and to be made a prey by the favage cannibals of the 
country j but the ftorm abating, and the fea growing 
calm, they recovered their anchor on the nth, and 
made fail for England. 

About the beginning of Oeftober they arrived at 
Dartmouth, where they found the Sunlhine, but the 
North Star having parted company in a hard gale 
on the coaft ot Greenland, was never more heard of. 

This undaunted mariner had yet the courage to un¬ 
dertake a third voyage, and then failed as far as the 
73rd degree of north latitude, but being deferted by 
Ills companions, was forced to return in great diftrefs 
to his old port. Upon his return he wrote a letter 
to his patron, affuring him, that he had found an open 
fea in latitude 73 deg. N. and a ftrait 40 leagues broad, 
and concluded from thence that the pafiage was moft 
certain. 

From this period till the year i6ro, we find no farther 
attempts made to revive this difeovery; but in that 
year Mr. Henry Hudfbn, one of the moft celebrated 
mariners of his time, was prevailed upon to undertake 
•i voyage that was purpofely fet on foot to make trial 
ofhislkill. He failed April the 7th, r6io, fleering 
dircdly to Davis’s Straits, he there changed his courfe 
to the weftward, and ftruck out a new track that no 
mariner had ever failed before, which led him through 
.rhe>fti-ait that ftill bears his name into the great bay 
.that bounds the American continefit on the N. E. 
and feems to communicate by various openings with 
the north fea. Flere he continued traverfing for 
almoft three months in fearch of a pafllige to the w^ft- 
ward, but finding himfclf embayed, he flood to the 
.fouth, intending to winter in the mildeft latitude the 
bay would admit* accordingly, he is faid to have 
w'intered in latitude 52 deg. N. longitude 80 deg. W. 
.where on the ill of November his Ihip was frOzen in, 
and being fcantily provided with provilions, the crew 
mut’uiied, and in the end moft barbaroufiy contrived, 
as the writer exprcfiTcs it, to turn the Captain, the car^ 
-pentcr, and all the fick men out of the fiiip, who were 
-never more heard of. After which the leaders of the 
Tnutiny detcmiincd to make the beft of their way. for 
England; but in their .palfage hdme not a few pe- 
riihed; and thofc who furvived fullered unfpeakable 
mifciy, • 

Jduc lapDvitliftanding this difafter, and that it was 
?•.. a 


certainly known that'the Captain and all who 
behind were either drowned, ftarved, or 
progrefs he had made in the difeoverv 
others to follow his track. 

The next who adventured was Captain Butto 
of great abilities, courage, and experience 
by Henry, Prince of Wales, he failed in 
having palled Hudfon’s Straits, purfued a dill 
track from that of Captain Hudfon, leavii ^ 


coveries to the fouth, and fhaping his courfe 


, erent 


^0 the 


After failing more then 200 leagues, he fell in • 
a large continent, which, from its uiountainous 
ance, he named New Wales; but finding no 
the weftward, he followed the direction of the land ^ 
the fouthward, till he arrived at Port Nclfon, whereT 
wintered in 63 deg. 30 min. N. bur, though he 
three fires in his Ihip conftantly burning, and his com 
pany killed incredible numbers of white partridges and 
other wild fowl, yet many of his men pcriflicd by 
feverity of the cold, which in that climate wasalmoll 
infupportablc. 

In 1615, Captain William Baffin undertook the et, 
amination of the extremity of that fea into which 
Davis’s Straits opened a palfage, and he fo far fuc- 
cceded, as to determine its extent, and to difeoveran 
outlet marked in our maps, by the name of Sir Thomas 
Smith’s Sound, which is probably the only communi- 
cation between our northern bays and the great pacific 
ocean, which nature has provided, in order to maintain 
a general circulation, without which it is hardly pof- 
fible to conceive, that the equipoife of the globe could 
fora moment be prefervcd. 

In 1619 Captain John Monk, at the inftanceofhis 
Danifti Majcfty, undertook this difeovery, and arrived 
fafe at Cape Farewell, where though the tackle of the 
Ihip was fo frozen and full of ilicles, that the mariners 
could not handle the ropes, yet next day it was fo hot, 
that they were forced to work in their fiiirts. He 
entered Hudfon’s Strait in the month of July, and was 
forced to winter in latitude 63 deg. 20 min. N. on an 
ifland that ftill retains his name; but the hardfiiipshc 
endured almoft exceeded belief. In May 1620, he 
found himfelf alone in a cave dug in the earth, fcarcc 
alive, and almoft morally certain, that all his mariners 
were dead. As foon as the weather would permit he 
crawled forth, and found, of all his crew, only two left. 
By removing the fnow% they found fome frelli herbs 
underneath, and by eating them, recovered from the 
feurvy. Unable to navigate their fhips, they abandon¬ 
ed her to the favages, and, by a wonderful Providence, 
got fafe to Norway in the pinnace. Being a man of 
uncommon refolutipn, he was ftill folicitous to perfeft 
a difeovery, which had baffled the refearches of fo many 
able navigators, and to acquire glory, by accompliHiing 
that which they had failed to attain. He afierted the 
exiftence of fuch a pafiage fo confidently, and laid down 
the method of finding it fo plaufibly, that he had per- 
fuaded the merchants of Norway to raife a joint fiock 
to defray the cxpenccs of a fecond voyage; but apply¬ 
ing to the King for his pcrmifflon and proteiftion, and 
relating to him his own fulTcrings, and thofc of bis 
companions in his former voyage, his Majefiy tojd 
he had already been the death of too many of his fnb- 
je<fts, and w'ondercd at his prefumption to feek to mur¬ 
der more. To which Monk gave a quick reply, wbic 
provoked the king to ftrike him over his llomacn 
w;ith his cane. Whether the feverity of the blowi 
or the • fenfe of the indignity was the occafion, 1^ 
not certain r but he quitted the royal prefence wi 
marks of ftrong refentment, and returning ‘ 
chamber, refufed affillance, and three days am 
breathed his laft. . 

Captain Luke Fox and Captain James were t 
ntbet who profclTcdly engaged in this difeovery 
fTrft; in a king’s frigate, viifluallcd for 18 
the ocher in a fmall velTel of 70 tons, built at 
tol on purpofc; viclualkd and equipped by 
adventurers. 








































































For making DISCOVERIES towards the N O R T II V O L E, &c. a 


^tain Fox departed in the fpnng of 1631, traced 
,, uTueftern bay's difeovered by former navigators, 
“ the vveftermoft part of Hudfon's Bay, and 

examine ^ ^publilliecl a pompous account 

orhis'di^coverics, which, however, was never much 

''Sfthe 3rd of May, 1631, Captain James fee fail 
r ^ the Severn’s Mouth, and on the 29th of June 
Hudfon’s Straits, where he found hnnlcll fo 
Xred with broken ice, as to put it out of his power 
^ nrofecute his difeoveries to the north wcftwSrd, as 
>iid intended ; he therefore ordered his niaflcr to 
fteer W S. W. and on the 27th of July, after fiiftain- 
nrmoft dreadful fhocks, found his fhip criclofed fo 
Mamontr the ice, that, notwithrtanding it blew a hard 
Lie and Si fails fet, (lie ftirred no more than if file 
M’heen in a dry dock. It was now that the men 
firfibeM to murmur, and the Captain himfelf was 
not without his fears, left they fiiould here be frozen 
up and obliged to winter in the middle of the fca. By 
an obfervation which they made upon the ice, they 
found that they were in latitude 58 deg.54 min. N.^ 

On the-^th of next month to their great joy the ice 
opened, and on the 6th, they were again in a clear 
fca. On the 13th, feeing fome breakers a-head, and 
looffing to clear them, the Ihip fuddenly (truck upon 
the rocks, and received three dreadful fiiocks, but the 
fwell heaved her over, and on pumping (he made no 


water. 

They were now encumbered with rocks, as before 
they had been with ice, and in the moft perilous fitiia- 
tion that can be conceived, and fo continued two nights 
and two days, every moment expecting to be dalhed to 
pieces. On the fog’s clearing up they faw land from 
the N. W. to the S. E. by E. with rocks and breakers. 
On the 16th they weighed and made fail, when a 
fiorm arofe and drove them within fight of Port Ncl- 
fon. On the lyth they (food to the fouthward. On 
the 20th they made land, in latittrde 57 deg. N. where 
they cafi anchor, and called it the Principality of South 
Wales. 

Having weighed, on the 27th they fet fail, and in 
the evening came in fight of higher land; and on 
the 29th they faw a fail, which proved to be Captain 
Fox, already mentioned. They fpoke together, and, 
after exchanging mutual civilities, parted. 

Captain James kept coafiing along the flioretomake 
difeoveries, and Captain Fox made the bell: of his way 
for England. 

The Captain now began to think of a convenient 
place to winter in. In rhis attempt they met with fo 
tnany difafters, that at bd: having no hope left, they 
bt^^nto prepare ihemfclves to make a good end of a 
nufcrablc life. On the 19th they lofi: their fiiallop, 
though ladled to the Ihip by two hawfers, and to their 
niexpredible grief their boat-was almoft rendered irre¬ 
parable. 

^Vinter now began to fet in a-pace, the nights long, 


the daysclofc and f>ggy, the leas rough, and nothing 
but Ihoals and broken land to navigate, .“\ddcd to all 
thefe the inen began to ficken, an univerfal dejedion 
to prevail, and in proportion as their difirelies in- 
crcalcd, their firengch to bear up againfi them grew 
Icfs every dav. 

On the 4th of November, being in b.titudc 52 deg. 
they fell in vvith an ifiand, from which they found 
it impofllblc to depart, 'fhe men were quite worn 
down with fatigue, the fails fo frozen as not to be un¬ 
furled, the rope.s congealed in the blocks, and the deck 
knee-deep in fnow. In this forlorn condicio.n they 
built a cent on fliorc for the lick, and in this tent they 
kept (ires continually burning night and day, but the 
cold increafed fo fafi, that beer, and even fpirits froze 
by the fire-fidc. 

T'he fuficrings of the Captain stnd crew from the 
latter end of Odober, when they landed till the 2nd 
of July, when they departed, arc hardly to be parel- 
Icled. 

This was the lafi voyage that was undertaken for the 
difeovery of a north-we(t paffage, till that of Captain 
Middleton. From all which j and the opinion of Cap¬ 
tain James after his return, there is great reafon to con¬ 
clude, that what we have faid of a north-caft pafiTage is 
likewife true of a pafiage by the north-well, that it molf 
certainly cxifis, but will never be found pra(^ticable for 
mercantile purpofes. 

The voyage of Commodore Phipps, which his Ma- 
jefiyi in a particular manner, thought fit to patronize,- 
was equipped with fuch care and circumfpedion, 
that nothing was found wanting during the courle , 
of it. 

To this voyage, we have prefixed a brief recapitula¬ 
tion of the many attempts that have been made for the 
difeovery of a north-eafi: pi^lfage to China and Japan,- 
and alfo have fubjdincd a like fummary of the enter- 
prizes fet on 'foot by government, or undertaicen by 
private adventurers, for difeovering a communication 
with the great Pacific ocean by a paflFagc from the 
north-wclt. 

The accounts are full of aftordlhing events, afidf 
wonderful defi riptions of uncommon phsenomena. In 
them we read of rivers and lakes of ice, burfiing with 
imprilbned vapours; and of rocks, forefts, beams of 
houfes and buildings, fplitting with a noife not lefs 
terrible than the loiidcft thunder. Of brandy, brincj 
and even fpirits of wine, expofed to the open air, only 
for a few hours, freezing into a folid mafs. Of moun¬ 
tains of ice frozen in the fca 100 fathom deep. Of 
fnow hills that never thaw. And of winds that blifter 
the flcdi, and (hrivcl theficin like red-hot iron. 

In this part of our work the difirelTes, dangers, pro¬ 
vidential deliverances, and unfpeakable fuftcrings of 
thofc w ho have w'intcred in the dark and dreary re¬ 
gions of the north, are recounted with clcarnefs; and 
the contents of many volumes arc comprized with care, 
and precifion* 






























NEW, AUTHENTIC, and COMPLETE ACCOUNT and NARRATIVE of 

A VOYAGE Round the WORLD, 

UNDERTAKEN and PERFORMED 

By Commodore (afterwards Lord) ANSON, 

In his Majefty’s Ship the CENTURION, 

HAVING UNDER HIS COMMAND 

The Gloucefter, Pearl, Severn, Wager, Trial, and two Store Ships. 


T he Spanilh depredations in the year 1739, 
having roufed the national rcfentment, and the 
pacific miniftry who then were intrufied with the ad- 
miniftration of affairs, finding it impolfible any longer 
to prevent a war with Spain, feveral projeifts w'ere pro- 
pofed, and feveral plans formed, for diftrefilng the 
enemy in the mod cffedhial manner, by cutting off the 
refources by which alone they were encouraged to con¬ 
tinue their infults, and by which alone they could be 
enabled to fupport a war. Among the reft, two ex¬ 
peditions were planned by Sir Charles Wager, then at 
the head of the admiralty, and two gentlemen named 
by him for carrying them into execution ; which were 
no fooner laid before the privy council to be examined 
than they wereunanimoufly approved. 

Captain Anfon, who was nominated to command the 
one, being out upon a cruife, a veffel was difpatched to 
order him to return with his ftiip, the Centurion, to 
Portfmouth; and Mr. Cornwall, w ho was appointed 
'to command the other, was acquainted with the honour 
conferred upon him, and diredfed to prepare accord- 
ingly. 

There are not to be found in the annals of Britain 
two expeditions, remote in the deftination, yet having 
a connedlion one with the other, that proinifed equal 
advantages with thefc to the nation, equal honour to 
the promoters, or equal wealth and glory to the com¬ 
manders: but by what fatality thefc expeditions were 
changed, or by what ftate-craft one came to be laid 
afide, and the other delayed,—who were the traitors 
that betrayed the fecrct of their deftination, or who the 
demon of fedudlion was, that perverted the grand dc- 
fignto the pitiful purpofe of one fingle pilfering pro 
icdl, remains at prefent among thofe fecrets, which, 
perhaps, a fecond Dairymplc, in fome remote period of 
time, may difeover; when it will probably appear how 
much the influence of Chilian gold had operated in de¬ 
feating the inoft formidable project for the humiliation 
of Spain that ever was devifed; and how* cafy it is for 
a prime miniftcr of England, in the plenitude of 
power, to defeat the bcft-conccrtcd mcafurcs, backed 
and fupported by the King iq his council, when cither 
pride, envy, avarice, or emulation, may prompt him to 
oppolition. 

The projed, as firft intended, was to confift of 
two ftrong fquadrons; one under Captain Anfon was 
to take on board three independent companies of joo 
men each, and Bland’s regiment of foot (who was him- 
felf to command the land forces), and was to fail with 
all pofliblc expedition by the Cape <SfGood Hope to the 
city of Manilla, in the ifland of Luconia^ while that 


commanded by Captain Cornw^all, of equal force, wasto 
proceed round Cape Horn into the South Seas, there to 
range the coafts of Chili, Peru, and Mexico; and whm 
the commander in chief had made himfelf mailer of the 
royal treafures In that quarter, he was then to dired his 
courfe to the Philippines, and join the fquadron of 
Captain Anfon. This done, they were to ad incon- 
jundion, as circumftanccs fliould arife, or to wait, for 
frefti orders from government to proceed on frclh cn- 
terprizes. The reader will perceive, at firft view, the 
vaft importance of this noble undertaking, calculated 
at once to enrich the nation, and to determine the war 
without the effufion of much blood j for the places in¬ 
tended to be attacked were at that time incapable of 
refinance; and as they were in poffeftion of the royal 
treafures, any failure in the return of which mull of 
neceflity oblige Spain to fue for peace, that haughty 
nation mu ft thus have been fubdued without a batde. 
But pofterity will ftand amazed when they are told the 
iffue of this projed, on which Sir Charles Wager was 
fo intent, that, though it was the loth of September 
before Captain Anfon arrived in town, yet by the i8th 
he had received orders to take under his command the 
Argyde, Severn, Pearl, Wager, and Trial floop, and to 
proceed to vidual the fame w ith the utmoft expedition. 

Before the end of December fuch difpatch had been 
made by that vigilant officer, that the Ihips were in 
readinefs to take the troops on board, but in Januaiy. 
when Captain Anfon attended the board to receive 
further orders, he was told by Sir Charles, that the 
Manilla expedition was laid alide, for w'hat rcafon^nc 
knew’ no8, but that the expedition to the South Seas 
was ftill intended; and that he and his fquadron, a> 
their firft deftination was now countermanded, ftoul 
be employed in that fervice. 

Accordingly on the loth of January, I 740 > 
ceived his commiffion as Commodore; yet 
till the loth of June that he obtained from 
ofNewcaftle his Majefty’s inftrudlions; and even tnc 
fo many obftaclcs were thrown in the way, fo 

difficulties ftarted, and fo many delays contrived, to^^» 

before he w'as permitted to fail, which was not til 
latter end of September, the Spaniards were fo wc 
formed of his dclign.s, that a perfon who 
ployed in the South Sea Company’s 
from Panama, and was able to relate to the 
dorc moll of the particulars of his fti'ong^^ 
tion, from what he had learnt among the mere 
before he left the South Seas; but a ftill niorc 
dinary proof of their early and perfect 
difeoyered afterwards, in the courfc of the 
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u.n the Pearl, being feparated from the reft of the 

ftdron in a ftom?, on the coaft of Brafil. fell in 
rith the Spanilh Hcct, that, during the unprecedented 
1 hv had been pnrpofely fitted out to ruin the ex- 
dition, and found Admiral Pifiirro fo well inftruCted 
he form and make of Commodore Anfon’s broad 
nendant and thofc he employed had imitated it fo 
xadly*that Capt. Mitchell, who commanded the 
Pearl,''as decoyed by it within gun-fiiot, before he 
wasablc to difeover his miftakc. 

All delavs being at length overcome, the fquadron, 
confilhngof five men of vvar,anoopof war, and two 
vidualling fhips. namely, the Centurion, of 6o guns, 
aoo men, commanded by Captain Anfon, as Commo¬ 
dore; the Glouccfter, of 50 guns, 300 men, of which 
Richard Norris, Efq: was Commander; the Severn, of 
10 guns, 300 men, the Hon. Edw^ard Legg, Efq; Com- 
jiiandcr;‘thc Pearl, of 40 guns, 2500100, Matthew 
Mitchell. Efq; Commander; the Wager, of 28 guns, 
160 men, the Hon. John Murray, Commander; two 
victualiers, the Induftiy and Anne pinks, the largcft of 
about 400, and the other about 200 tons burthen; 
were ordered to take the troops onboard at St. Helen’s. 
But how much the numbers, ftrength, and probability 
of fuccefs, of this fquadron, were diminiflied by the 
various incidents that took* place in near a twelve¬ 
month’s procraftination, may fully be conceived by 
what has already been faid. Had the honourable 
Board from whence the firft idea of the expedition 
originated been permitted to diredl, all the old and 
ordinary fcamcn on board the fliips would have been 
exchanged for fuch as were young and able; the full 
complement of each fliip would have been made up; 
and the fait provifions which had been fo long on board 
iti the channel would have been remanded on ftiorc, 
and frelh provifions replaced in their room: but, in- 
flcad of thefc ncccirary precautions, the Captains were 
glad to retain their old crews; the deficiency in the 
numbers of which, amounting to more than 300 men, 
was nootherwife made up than by fending on board 
about rb6 cripples from the hofpitals, and a party of 
raw marines who had never been at fea before: nor 
were they more fortunate in the change that was made 
in the land-forces; for, inflcad of three independent 
companies, of 106 men each, and Bland s regiment 
of foot, as firfi promifed, they had only 400 invalids 
from Chclfea allotted them, one part of whom was in¬ 
capable of adlion by their age and infirmities, and the 
other part ufelefs by their ignorance of their duty. 
But this diminution of ftrength w'as not the greateft 
misfortune that attended thefe mcafurcs; the import¬ 
ance of the time which was wilfully wafted was in its 
eonfequences the fource of all thofe calamities to 
which the enterprize was afterwards expofed, by 
obliging the Commodore to make his paflage round 
the Cape in the moft tempeftuous feafon, when, as it 
'^asforefeen, almoft all the invalids, to a man, pe- 
nlncd long before they arrived at the place of a^ion, 
expiring in a moft lamentable condition when they 
^me tobe attacked with the feurvy, with their wounds 
ceding afrelh, which had been healed fome of them 
30> and fome 40 years before, 
u.to proceed: Of this voyage there are two very 
ut entic and wx'll-written accounts; one by Pafco 
omas, the mathematical mafter on board the Cen- 
unon, who failed in her out of the Britilh Channel, 

" ith her in Aifcty when (lie arrived at 
fpn cye-witnefs and careful ob- 

that pafted: the other by the Rev. Mr. 
cciv j,. Chaplain to the above ftiip, Mho re- 

farv^r and every other aftiftance necef- 

in Chief his narration, from the Comman- 

chofen to follow the former in the narrative 
exaift and Icaft liable to impofition; 
bccaiiC. uP^tt, we fliall copy the latter; 
fial that fuffered nothing mate- 

r ^ efcape his notice, there were many 
the motives for which Ije could only 


guefsat; but thefc motives Mr. Walters has. by means 
of the Commodore’s affiftance, been able to explain. 

eing quite ready about the beginning of Septem- 
cr, 1740, we put to fca three different times, but 
were as often put back to the road of St. Helen's by 
contrary wmds and ftoriny weather. At laft, on 
wc failed in company with the 
Lark and St. Albany two of his Majeffy’s fhips, and 
fcvcral merchant-fliips, befidesour own fquadron; and 
aturday evening faw fome men -oP-war, and a large 
Meet of merchantmen, waiting for us at Torbay. At 
one in the afternoon we joined them; and the Commo- 
pendant, which was faluted by 
his Majefty’s fhips in the fleet with 13 guns each. 

1 he King s fhips which joined us here were, the Dra¬ 
gon, Chatham, Winchefter, and South-Sca-Caftlc, and 
n^r 200 fail of merchantmen under convoy, fome of 
whom were bound to the Mediterranean, and others 
to feveral parts of North America. We had at pre- 
fent the comniand of the whole fleet; and this fame 
afternoon, feeing a fliip to the fouth-weft, ^^■c made 
the Dragon a fignal for chafing her; but fheproved one 
of our own fliips, too far a-head of her ftation. At 
four this afternoon, the Start Point bore from us E. by 
N. at the diftance of eight leagues. 

Monday the 22d, we faw two fail to the w'cftward 
and fent the Trial (loop to fpcak with them. They 
were Dutch fliips bound to Cura9oa, with foldiers for 
their garrifons there. 

Thurfday the 2sth, the Winchefler and South-Sea- 
Caftle, with the nicrchant-fliips under their convoy 
for Virginia, and other parts of North-America, parted 
from us, and proceeded on their refpedive voyages. 
And Monday the 29th, the Dragon, Chatham, St. AU 
ban's, and Lark^with the merchant-fliips in their charge 
for the Mediterranean, did the like; and we had now 
no fhips left in company but our own proper fquadron. 

Tuefday the 30th, wc fpokc with a Dutch man-of- 
war, who came from Malta, bound for Amfterdam. 

Friday, Odober the 3d, we fpoke with two Englifli 
mcrchant-fliips from Lilbon for New-York, and the 
8th we fpoke with a French Hoop from Rochelle. The 
13th, one Philip Merrit, a common failor, died, which 
I mention bccaufc he was the firft man wc loft on the 
voyage. The next day, by an order from the Com¬ 
modore, wc went tofliort allowance ; that is, one third 
of the allowance granted by government is kept back, 
in order to make our provifions hold out the longer. 
The 23d, we fpokc with a fliip from Liverpool, and 
the next day with another from Glafgow, for the Cape 
de Verde iflands ; as alfo with a fmali brigantine from 
Falmouth for Madeira, who kept us company thither. 
The next day we fpokc with a Dutch fliip from Surinam 
for Holland. The 26th, at fix o’clock in the morning, 
we faw the land bearing W. N. W. diftance fix leagues, 
and at four in the evening anchored in Fonchiale road, 
in forty fathom water, a-breaft the town of Fonchiale, 
and about a mile and a half from it. During this 
whole paflage, we had almoft continually contrary' 
winds, and boifterous uncertain weather; by which 
means, a pafTage which is very commonly made in j o 
or 1 2 days, took us up 38. 

Our bufinefs in this place was only to water, and take 
in wine, and fome private ftock: but, foon after ouf 
arrival, we were informed, that they had feen from the 
ifland, to the weftward, about z 6 or 18 fail of ftiips for 
feveral days together, which were fuppofed to be a 
jundion of French and Spanifli fliips of wari and as 
we had reafon to imagine that our expedition had long 
been known, there was little room to doubt, but that 
thofc fliips were defigncd to intercept and deftroy us 
before we could attempt any thing to the prejudice of 
Spain. On this news the Commodore fent out an Eng- 
lifh privateer which lay in the road, with one of his 
own officers, to fee if they could difeover them at fea 
and what they were; but (lie returned the next day* 
having made no difeovery. 

Nov. 2, Captain Norris, at his own requeft, being in 
an ill ftate of health, with thcconfent of the Commo- 
4 Qw d6rc 
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Commodore" (afterwards Lord) 4 N S O N’s 


dore quitted the command of the Gloiiceiter, in order 
to return to England. The Glouceftcr was hereupon 
given to Captain Mitchell, the Pearl to Captain Kidd, 
the Wager to the Hon. Captain Murray, and the 
Trial floop to David Cheap, our Firft Lieutenant; and 
as one of the Lieutenants of the Glouceftcr had 
quitted with Captain Norris, our two mates, who had 
long depended on the Commodore, were preferred to 
be Lieutenants on this occafion. 

The 4th, at four in the afternoon, we weighed and 
put to fea, with all the fquadron under our command. 
AnEnglilh floop, which lay in the road, falutcd us at 
our departure with nine guns, to which we returned 
five. 

The 6th, at four o’clock in the evening, we faw the 
iflandof Palma, one of the Canary iflands, in the la¬ 
titude of 2Q degrees north, and longitude from the 
meridian or London 19 degrees 44 minutes well. The 
fame day we fpoke with a French fliip from Marfeilles 
bound to Martinico, and the next morning with a 
Dutch fliip from Amflcfdam bound to Batavia, the 
metropolis of the Dutch fettlements in the Eafl-Indies. 

The I ith, about four in the morning, we crofled the 
Northern Tropic for the firft time in this voyage, in 
long. 24 deg. 24. min. well from London. 

The 16th, being in the latitude of about 12 deg. 20 
min. and the contradl with our vidluallcrs expiring in 
that latitude, the Anne pink fired a gun, and hoifted a 
red flag at herfore-top-maft head, to give us notice of it. 

On the next day all the Lieutenants of the fquadron 
were by a fignal ordered on board the Centurion, and 
orders were given to unlade the Induflry pink, and 
each fliip to take on board from her their refpcctive 
quotas of provifions; in purfuance of which we im¬ 
mediately began to unlade her, lying by in the day, and 
making an eafy fail in the night. * 

The r9th, having unloaded and difeharged the In- 
duftry, at eight in the evening flie parted from us, in 
order to proceed ro Barbadoes, whither flie was bound; 
but the Commodore having entered into a new contrad: 
with the mailer of the Anne pink, flie M^as detained 
with us for his Majelly’s fcrvice, our Ihips being too 
much encumbered to admit of taking on board any 
more provifions at this time. 

The 28th, about five in the morning, we crolTcd the 
Equinodial, in the longitude of 28. deg. 15 min. W. 
j'rom London, the variation of the compafs at that 
place being 35 min. F'. 

December the 2d, at eight in the morning, we faw a 
fail to the north-well, to which wc gave chace. At 
night we loll fight of her; but next morning we faw 
her and gave chace again, but in the afternoon quitted 
her. We imagined this fail to be a tender on the Spa- 
nilh fleet, fent purpofely to get intelligence of us; but 
on our arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, in our re¬ 
turn home, wc learned that flie was the Eall-India 
Company’s packet bound for the ifland of St. Helena. 

The loth, expecting to be near thecoall of Brazil, 
we founded, and found 67 fathom water, on which we 
fired a gun for a fignal, and altered our courfe more 
ro the fouthward. This day died Thomas Waller, our 
furgOon, who was fucceeded by Henry Ettrick, furgeon 
of the Wager; the furgeon of the Trial fucceeded him, 
and jofeph Allen, our furgeon’s firll mate, was made 
furgeon of the Trial. 

The I Ith, we fpoke with a Portuguefe brigantine 
from Rio Janeiro, bound to Santos, one of the principal 
Portuguefe fettlements in the Brazils. The 13th, we 
crofled the South Tropic for the firll time, in long. 38 
deg. 36 min. W. from London. 

The 14th, died Robert Welden, our purfer, who was 
fucceeded by John Rule, purfer of the Wager, and 
Commodore’s Secretary; Thomas Harvey, one of our 
midlhipmen, was made purfer of the Wager, in the 
room of Mr Rule. 

The 17th, we faw the land of the Brazils, from W. 
to W.S. W. very mountainous, and full of woods. I 
have, for feveral days lall pall, found, by my obferva- 
tions, a llrong current on this coall, fecting to the 


fouthward near three quarters of a mile an hon 
perhaps, may be occafioned by the nciglibdurV'^l*’’ 


ion, 


the vail river of Rio de la Plata ; 
which I (hall have occalion to make after ou 1 
the coall of Brazil, will very much corrol'/ ■ 
conjetflure. 

The fame day, at four in the evening, wc h H ■ 
fathom of water, muddy ground; the ifland of Ai ^ 
redo, afmall ifland at the north-eall end of th 
ifland of St. Katharine’s, then bearing N. W b 
about eight leagues dillant; and the next day *at 
in the evening w'c came to an anchor in twelve 
water, the north-call end of St. Katharin^v u?! • 


arinc’s bpori.. 

S. S. W. about three miles diflant, and the 
Alvorcdo, N. N. E. about fix miles dillant. R-r 
found the tide to fet S. S. E. and N. N. W. WeV^ 
afliore a Lieutenant to the fort, to compliment? 
Governor, and to defire a pilot to carry us into iK 
road. The Governor returned a very civil anfwer and 
granted our rcqucll. The next morning wc weifThed 
and ran up the harbour, and about noon anchored in 
five fathom and a half water, in a place they there call 
Buon Porto; but being Hill too far from the waterin'^, 
place, we on the 20th, about eleven in the niomin^r' 
M'cighed and ran farther up between St. Katharine's arid 
the main land of Brazil, and in the afternoon anchored 
and moored in five fathom water, about two miles fronr 
the watering-place; and the fame evening our third 
Lieutenant went afliore with materials for building a 
tent, to flicker the people who were to be employed in 
watering. We likewife faluted the Portuguefe fort 
with eleven guns, who returned us the like ninnbcr. 

Our fliips beginning to be very fickly, tents were 
ereded on fliore, one for every fliip, and the lick were 
fent afliore to them, with furgeons and proper attend¬ 
ance. 

The agents for vidualling, of which we had two with 
us, were ordered to procure what frefli provifions wc 
could expend during our flay here, which they accord¬ 
ingly did; but though their meat, which is altogether 
beef, was both cheap and plenty, it was for thegreateft 
part mifcrably bad, and fcarcc fit to be eaten. 

The men throughout the whole fquadron began now 
to drop off apace with fevers and fluxes, occalioned 
chiefly, I believe, by the violent heat of the climate, 
and the bad air; the country being ,Co very woody that 
the air muft thereby be ftagnated, and rendered un- 
hcalthful. 

We continued here wooding, watering, and over¬ 
hauling our rigging, till Sunday. Jan. 18. 1741, dur. 
ing which time wc had variable uncertain wcatlier, 
fometimes fea and land breezes, at other rimes ftrong 
gales of wind, with heavy rain, thunder and lightning, 
i but always excelTive heat. 

, While we lay here, we gave our fliip a thorough 
'cleanfirig, fmoaked her between decks, in order to uc- 
flroy the vermin, and waflicd every part with vincgi^i 
which I mention becaufc it is abfolutcly neceflary in 
, large fliips, the flench of fo many fick perfons bejng 
noifome in hot climates. 

Dec. 21, I obfervedan eclipfe of the moon, and by 
comparing the time of the end of it, with a calcula¬ 
tion I purpofely made of it in the meridian of Lxmclon, 
from Sir Ifaac Newton’s New Thcoiy of the Moon, 
found the place where the fliip then lay to be 49 deg* 
53 min. to the weflward of the meridian of London. 
The calculation itfclf, aiid the time it ended at St. Iw- 
tharine’s, I have unfortunately loft; but as chclongi^ 
tude is thereby fettled, they are of no . farther ufe, 
not wortji retrieving at the trouble of a new calcu a- 

-ved 

Before we arrived at this ifland, we had 
from thedeferiptions of Mr. Frezier, a French 
and fome other perfons who had been on the fppb 
accounts as, together with the climate in j 
fltuated, gave us very great ideas of its 
and hopes of a plentiful fupply of every 
wanted for a long run; but we found ? 

ably miflaken in alinoll every article we expe*^^' * 
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\s h’cre are fcveral fine fandy bays, we hud very good 

a feine, for mullets, old wives, Ifing-rays, 
licls^turbots, and other flat fifli, filver fifh, bafs, u 
boncy long fifli lihe a bafs, but which our fcamen 
call a teh-poundcr, and fomc other forts. We like- 
wife had frcfii beef for prefent expending plenty enough, 
but fcarce better than the carrion that we gave to our 
doip. As for lemons, limes, plantains, bananas, po- 
and other roots, fruits, and greens, wjth which 
thofe climates generally abound, which the authors 
above mentioned aver to be extremely plentiful here, 
and which we principally depended on for fca-ftores, 
there were fo few at the time of our being here, that I 
believe we cbuld have confumed all that came to our 
knowledge of thofe things in one day. The officers, 
however, no doubt found plenty; as Mr. Walters agrees 
inhis report with Frezicr, that there was no want of pine* 
apples, peaches, grapes, lemons, citrons, melons, apri¬ 
cots, and adds, there were befides potatoes and onioni 
for fca-ftorcs. SalTafras is here in great plenty, and 
we cut much of it among other wood for fuel. Guai- 
acum they report to be very plenty here likewdfe, but 
1 faw none of it, nor heard of any perfon w’ho did dur¬ 
ing our flay. Rum and fugar they have in fmall quan 
tities, but very indifferent and dear. The inhabitants 
area mixture of Portuguefe and Indians incorporated 
together, and appear to be very poor, idle, lazy, igno¬ 
rant and Hide. 1 believe the original of the Portuguefe 
here was chiefly from felons, who fled hither from other 
parts of the Brazils to fhelter themfelvcs from jufticc; 
they never till lately having any government among 
them, exccj-t a Chief chofen from among themfelves, 
who was more like a Captain of thieves and robbers, 
than the Commander of a colony. At prefent there 
arc fome European Soldiers, and a Governor from Rio 
Janeiro, w hofe name was Don JoflTe Sylva de Paz, an 
expert engineer, who, as Mr. Walters obferves, under- 
flood one branch of hisbufinefs very well, which is the 
advantages which new' works bring to thofe who are 
entrufted w'ith the care of eredling them; for, befides 
a battery on a neck of land that narrows the channel 
to a little more than a quarter of a mile, tbere w'cre 
three other forts carrying on for the defence of the 
harbour, none of which were then compleated. 

The country, both the main and the ifland, ismoun 
tAinous, and all ovcivgrowm with thick woods, and thofe 
lb entangled wdth the under-growth of thorny briars, 
brambles, and the like, that in mofl: places they arc 
fcarce penetrable. Thefe woods are reported to be full 
of very fierce tygers, which makes any excurfions into 
the country' dangerous, unlefs you go well armed, and 
even then much caution is ncccfiary. 

They have here fomc hogs and fowls, but I believe 

; and in the woods are monkeys, apes, 
armadilloes, and other wild creatures unknown to me; 

^ alio parrots, parroquets, and many other forts of 
jr a proper to the climate. Alligators are faid to be 
plenty near the fliorcs and in the lakes, but we faw none 
of them. 

The country appears to me to be a good foil, and very 

rivir were the inhabitants more 

enfedand mduflrious. 

hiiU latitude 27 deg. 30min. S. longi- 

53 W. from 
min caftcriy of the compafs 11 deg. 20 

the offing, and the 
unHpr ^ rnanned, and armed, and fent, 

Cennir'.r,^ ^^onmiand of the fccond Lieutenant of the 
examine her before flie arrived within the 
britranrin!! She proved to be a Portuguefe 

behaved rn 1but, though the oTliccr 
^vemnr with the utmofl: civility, yet the 

Plained of fending our boat, com- 

^ Prctpnr/»r ot the peace, and made that 

^antial inr Pifarro the moft circum- 

^^crviard^ f our force and condition, as w'e 

ound by letters intercepted in the South 


January 18,174L we left this illand, having had a 
melancholy proof how much the healthinefs of this 
place had been over-mted by’ former writers; for we 
found, that, though the Centurion alone had buried no 
Icfs than 28 men fince our arrival, the nuinbe: of the 
lick in the fame interval had increafedto 96; and this 
vdry day w'e had three men die. 

Before our departure the Commodore took every 
precaution to prevent a feparation; but confiderino- 
that, in fuch boifterous feas as we were about to en¬ 
counter, he himfelf might be difabled, he called the 
officers together, and in a full couricil fd ordered it, 
that, if butoneffiip efcapcd,thee:kpeditiori fliould riot 
be abahdonc^d. Proper places of rendezvous were ap¬ 
pointed ; the time was fettled fbt flaying at thefe places; 
and, if the Commodore did not arrive in that ti'mei 
the Captains were ordered to put themfelves under 
the command of the fenior, and to proceed without 
farther delay. ’ 

. The 22d in the morning, WT had very flrdrmy wed-*‘ 
ther,with fome thunder, lightning, and rain; and the 
Trial carried away the head of her main-maft. Ai 
thick fog fuccceding, we lay to, and foon after lofl: 
fight of the Pearl, the Trial, and the Anne pink. In’ 
the afternoon we got fight of and joined company' 
with the Trial and the Anne, but the Pearl \Vas flill 
miffing. 

From hence to February the rjth, very variable wea* 
thcr, moftly foggyr from latitude 35, or thereabouts, to 
latitude 39; the refl: a mixture not much unlike our 
weather in England in the month of Otflober, except 
that we had pretty often thunder and lightning, which 
are not fo frequent with us in that month. Beingpaft 
the latitude of 36 degrees to the fouthward, I oblcrved 
the current, which had hitherto conflantly fet foutherly, 
now on the contrary, fet to the northward; and the 
great river of Riode la Plata being fituated in between' 
35 and 36 degrees fouth, flrengthens my conjedure that 
thofe currents are occafioned by the fiux and reflux of 
that mighty river. 

February 13, we faw the land from S. by W. to S. 
half E. appearing plain, w'ith very few rifingS, and of a 
very moderate height, our foundings at that time from 
46 to 56 fathom, the firft mud, the latter ftony ground. 
I’his day, at four in the evening we were within about 
four miles of Cape Blanco on the coaft of Pat^onia, 
and in 12 fathom water; on which we hauled of^ and 
ran along the coaft, the foundings from 20 to 60 fathom 
water. At five the next morning we faw the land 
from W. by N. to S. W. half W. with an opening near 
the middle; which I believe to be the harbour of Port 
DeTire, fo called by Sir John Narborough. The 
northermoft land in fight is Cape Blanco, and the 
fouthermoft Penguin Illand, fo called from the great 
numbers of penguins about it, of which birds Sir John's 
lliip’s company killed and faked large quantities for 
provifions, and which he repons to be very good and 
wholefome food. Cape Blanco, is in the latitude of 47 
deg. 10 min. S. longitude from St. Katharine’s 17 deer. 

38 min. W. which makes it from London 67 deg. 20 
min. W. taking the N. E. point of St. Katharine's m 
49 deg. 42 min. W. to be about 11 min. to the eaft ward 
of the place where the Ihip lay when I fixed it by ob^ 
fervation. 

The 17th, in the evening, w^e anchord about 17 or 
18 leagues fhort of the harbour of Port St: Julian, fo 
called by Sir Francis Drake,' who touched there in 
his voyage round the globe, and \vhere he condemned 
and executed Mr. Doughty, the next perfon in com¬ 
mand to himfelf, on pretence of a confpiracy to murder 
him and ruin the expedition; whence a fmall ifland 
within the harbour is to this day called the Ifland of 
True Juft ice. The next morning w'e faw a fail at S. 
by E. which we believing to be the Pearl, made the 
fignal for the return of all cruizers; bur flic not mind- 
it, as I fuppofc not feeing it, we ordered the Gloucefter 
to chafe, and at two in the afternoon the Gloucefter 
and her chace, which to our great fatisfaeftion proved to 

be 
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be the Pearl, joined us. They inrohned us, that; on 
January the 31(1, their Commander, Captain Dandy 
Kidd, died; and that on the 7th inftanc they were 
chafed by five large (hips, which they believed to be 
SpaniHi men of war, and were f me time within gun- 
fliot of them, though they never fired a gun, having 
endeavoured to decoy the Pearl by hoi (ling a broad red 
pendant, like that of thcEnglifli CommodiOrc?^ at the 
Admiral’s main-top-maft head, and hoping by that 
means to be taken for our Commodore, and fo to in¬ 
veigle and make furc of their prey ; Captain Mitchell, 
thus decoyed, narrowly cfcapcd them, by running 
through a fpace of water, w here the tides or currents 
making a great ripling, the Spaniards, who thought 
it was rocky and broken ground, were afraid to follow 
her. Thefe Ihips w-c fuppofed to be the Spanifh 
fquadron, commanded by Admiral Pifarro, the fame 
who got fo great a name among them for his condud 
in bringing home their flota fafe into Port Andero the 
lad year, eluding the vigilance of our fquadrons who 
waited for them off Cadiz, and w'as therefore looked 
on as the propcrefl perfon to be fent to intercept us. 
We (hould not have been difplcafcd, however, to have 
met them with our whole force, and did not much 
doubt to have either defiroyed or difablcd them. But 
the time of their deftrudion was not yet come; their 
miferable fate fhall be related in its proper place. 

We were now, being the 18 th, failing along (horc for 
the harbour of St. Julian. I found the tide to fet here 
N. and S. about a mile an hour. The time of flow ing 
here on the full and change days is N. E. by E. and S. 
W. by W. neared. We fent one of our boats with an 
officer in-diore, to found and endc.avour to difeover 
. the mouth of the harbour. At fix in the evening we 
came to an anchor in 12 fathom w^ater. At eight the 
lieutenant returned, haying found the harbour. We 
fent adiorc our boats to make farther difcovcrics, and to 
endeavour fome to get frelh water, and others to procure 
fait, (of which Sir J. Narborough obferved, w^cn he 
was here, that in February there was enough of it to 
load rooo fhips) for the ufe of the fquadron in the 
South Seas. We continued here till the 27th, duping 
which time we dove mod of our empty calks, in order 
to clear our fliips as much as poffible, and got up and 
mounted fuch of our guns as we had before druck down 
into the bold in order to eafe the fhips ; for now*, not 
knowing bow loon we might meet with the Spanidi 
fquadron, it was neoedary to have them all in readi- 
nefs. We could find no fredi water here, and but a 
very fmall quantity of fait, and no other refrelhments 
whatever; all the country, as far as wc could difeover, 
being quite barren and defolate. We got fome pro- 
vifions out of the Anne vidualler on board each of the 
other fhips, repaired the Trial’s mad, and afPded her 
and the vidlualler to overhaul and new-fix mod of 
their rigging. Having lod the hopes of a fupply of 
■w'atcr here, we were put to the allowance of one quart a 
man for one day, and three pints for another, alternate¬ 
ly ; but, confidering our palP\gc had hitherto prgved 
extremely dormy and cold, and a dead time of the 
year coming on very fad, it was thought proper, in 
order to keep die. .people in as good heart as poffible, 
to give them whole allowance of all other provifions, 
which was ordered accordingly. 

Here we farther fecured our lowcr-dcck guns, by 
nailing quoins under the trucks, in cafe the tackles, 
breechings, or iron-work, might give way, or fail in 
the dormy weather which wc had much reafon to 
cxpeifl. 

Here likcwife the Commodore removed the Hon. 
Captain Murray into the Pearl, in the room of Captain 
Kidd; and Captain Cheap into the Wager in the room of 
Captain Murray. He advanced Mr. Charles Saunders, 
his fird lieutenant, to be commander of the Trial 
.Sloop, in the room of Captain Cheap; and made Mr. 
Piercy Brett, fird lieutenant of the Gloucedcr, fecond 
lieutenant of his own fliip. The Trial being repaired, 
and the Pearl, who had thrown about 14 ton of water 
.overboard when chafed by the Spaniards, being fup- 
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plied from the other fliips, wt made ready to 
our voyage. 

This harbour of Port St. Julian is a 
only fit to receive fmall fliips and yclTcls. * 1 ’» 

in the road about two miles from itic niomh ol' ^ 
is not to be feen open iVom where wc -jay on 
Ihutting in another; and before any fmall n\ipo^p 
pretends to venture into ihc harbour thpu 


Prolccutc 


■elTd 


pretends to venture into ihc harbour, they* ou^ 
fend in their boats at low water, and fix poles or b 
on the ends of the flioals-, which, in a manner blocr^ 
the paffage. the country about it is pretty 
the levcf except a few cOpling hillocks to the nonr 
ward and a pretty high wie in the bay, uhid, beat 
W. S. W. from the place where we lay at mrK 
The latitude of Port St Julian is 49 deg. iq min S 
longitude from London 69 deg. 48 min. W. and 
variation of the compafs 17 deg. 20 min. E. We K 
here uncertain boiftcrous weather, with much ra‘ 
fome fnow, and generally thick fog, with fo muchwiS 
and feaas made us ride hard, and hallencd our depar, 
ture from this uneafy fltuation. ^ 

Sir John Narborough and fewne others write, that 
they have often feen and converfed with the inbabicann 
in this and other parts of Patagonia, and have triven 
wonderful dcfcriptions of them; bur as we faw noiieof 
them, I have nothing to fay of that fort, nor indeed do 
I think there is any thing in this wild part of the world 
w'orthy' of rhe leail notice. 

The 27th, at fix in the morning, we made the fignal, 
wciglurd, and put to fea ; but the Gloucedcr being loi^ 
in weighing her anchor, and the weather proving ihkk 
and hazy, wefoon loft fight of her, and at one in the 
afternoon, tacked, and lay by for her coming up; at 
feven we fired a gun^ a fignal for her, and foon after 
flie joined us, having broke her main-yard in the 
flings. 

Previous, to our leaving this port, a council was held 
onboard the Centurion, at which all theoflicers by fea 
and land attended, when it was propofed by the Com¬ 
modore, that their firft attempt, after their arrival in the 
South Seas, fliould be the attack of the tow n of Bal- 
divia, the principal frontier of the clidricd of Chili. 
To this propofition the council unanimoufly agreed; 
in confequence of which, new inftruftions were given 
to the Captains of the fquadron, by which they were 
direded, in cafe of feparation, to rendezvous at the 
ifland ofNcuflra Senoro del Sccoro, and there cruife 
for JO days; after which, they were ordered to repair 
to the height of Baldivia, and there between 40 deg. 
and 40 deg. 30 min. to continue to cruife 14 days 
longer; and, if in that time they were not joined by the 
reft of the fquadron, they were then to quit that 
ftation, and diredt their courfe to the ifland of Juan 
Fernandez. 

March the 4th, in the morning, we palTed by the 
Streights of Magellan, fo near that wc faw diem very 
plain; the northernmoft point of which, known by the 
name of Cape Virgin Mary, I found to be in the lati¬ 
tude of 52 deg. 28 min. S, longitude from London 72 
deg. 55 min. W. variation of the compafs 
min. E. the foundings, when it bears about S. W. by >*• 
at the diftance of eight leagues, from 32 to 50 fathom, 
the bottom black-grey fand and mud. The 
of this day being very bright and clear, wUh Ima 
breezes, inclinable to calm, moft of the Captains too^ 
the opportunity of this favourable weather to F) 
vilit to the Commodore ; but, while they' were m eo 
pany together, they were all greatly alarmed by a ^ 
den flame which burft out on board the Lentunon,^^^ 
which was fucceeded by a cloud of fmoak. 
they were foon relieved from their 
receiving information, that the blaft was „ 
by a fpark of fire from the forge lighting 
powder, and other combuftibles, which 
board were preparing for ufe, in cafe we flioulo ' 
with the Spanifli fleet; and that it had been extingu 
without any danger to the fliip. , f-r.’rra 

rawthelandofTc^ 


The 6th, in the mDrning, we 
del Fuego, confifting of high craggy 


hill., 
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^ Toother, moftly covered with fnow, with deep 

villcvs. Tome few feattered trees, no plains, nor 
‘ful areen through all the difmal prorpeft; fo 
tfrXwhok may not improperly be termed the Und 
flifolation! and I much queftion whether a more 
«' ^ is to be feen in any other part of the 

Sbie earth 1 for voyagers fay this is inhabiit-d but 
S i« inhabitants mult be the nioll miflrable of 
1 ‘L beings. This evening we lay by. that we might 
^rovertot the Straits of U Maire in the night; 
ILfrh I believe, had we kept on, and pafled round 
Staten Land, a fmall idand or two, which lie to the 
Lard of thofe draits, and together with Terra del 
Sictro frame them, it would have been more to our 
advantage than by palfing through them. 

The 7th, at eight in the morning, wc were very near 
o mint of land on Terra del Fuego, called Cape St. 

I me' bearing E. S. E. another called Cape St. Vin- 
S E. half E. the middlcmoft of the Three Bro^ 
fher-s, being three high hills on 1 erra del Fuego, ap- 
earing almoft contiguous to each other, S. by W. and 
avcr>'high fugar-loafhill, called Monte Gorda, farther 
up in the country, and appearing above them, bore 
fouth from us. It is by thefe marks that you know you 
arc near Strait Lc Maire; and indeed we began to 
open them in this pofition. By noon we were almod 
through them, being affifted by a very ftrong tide with 
much rippling, and which made to the fouthward 
fomewhat before lo o’clock in the morning. The 
courfc through is almoft dircdly fouth, and there are 
no Ihoals nor rocks in the paflage from whence you 
may incur any danger; the only thing you have to fear 
is, the tide’s turning againft you while you are in the 
ilraics, for in that cafe you are certainly hurried back 
again, and can have no paflage there till the next turn 
of the tide. The breadth of this ftrait may be about 
lix or feven leagues, and its length about feven or 
eight; which being pafled, you enter into a vaft: open 
ocean, commonly known by the name of the South 
Sea. This ftrait lies in latitude 55 dog. S. longitude 
from London 67 deg. 30 min. W. variation of the com- 
pafs 21 deg. 36 min. E. foundings in the ftraits from 
43 to 58 fathom, the bottom black fand and pebblc- 
ftoncs. In pa fling through here, our joy was increafed 
by the brightnefs of the (ky and the ferenity of the 
weither, which was indeed remarkably pleating; for 
though the w inter was now advancing apace, yet the 
morning of this day, in its brilliancy and mildnefs, 
ga\rc place to none we had feen lince our departure 
from England. But we here found what was conftant- 
ly verified by all our obfervations in thefe high lati¬ 
tudes, that fair weather was ever the forerunner of a 
fuccceding ftorm, and that funftiine and tempeft fol¬ 
lowed one another like light and ftiade. We had 
fcarcely reached the fouthern extremity of the ftraits, 
^en the ferenity of the Iky, which had fo much flat¬ 
tered our expedations, w-as jill at once obfeured, the 
wind fhifted to the fouthward, and the fca began to 
f^ril to an aftonilhing height. Before night the tem¬ 
peft arofc, and the tide, which had hitherto favoured 
Jis, turned furioufly againft us ; fo that, inftead of pur- 
fuing our intended courfe, W'e were driven to the eaft- 
'^^rd, by the united force of wind and current, w'ith fo 
precipitation, that in the morning we found our- 
kives icyen leagues to the eaft ward of Strait Lc Maire. 
rrom this time we had fuch a continual fucceflion of 
tempeftuous weather as furprized the oldeft and moft 
c.vpencnced mariners on board, and obliged them to 
Confcis, that what they had hitherto called ftorms were 
jnconfiderable gales compared with the violence of 
cic winds, which raifed fuch Ihort and at the fame 
^mc fuch mountainous waves, as greatly furpalTcd in 
anger all feas known in any other part of the globe: 
nd It was not without reafon that this unufual ap- 
pearance filled us with continual terror; for, had any 
nr r wavcs brokc fairly over us, it muft in all 
P.ooability have fent us to the bottom. Nor did we 
_ terror only; for the Ihip rolling inceflanily 

® gave ys fuch quick and violent motions. 


thit the men were in piefpetual danger Of being dalhed 
againft the mails ot lidcs of the fliip: and though we 
were extremely careful to fecure ourfelves frotn thefe 
Ihocks by grafping at lome fixed body, yet many of our 
people were forced from their holds, fomeof whom were 
killed, and others greatly injured ; in particular, one of 
our bell leamen was carried over-board and drowned, 
another diflocated his neck, a third was thrown into 
the main hold, and broke his thigh, and one of our 
boatfwain’s mates broke his collar-bone twice; not to 
mention many other accidents of the fame kind, 
Thefe tempefts, fo dreadful in thcmfelves, though un¬ 
attended by any ocher unfavourable circumftance, WTere 
rendered more mifehievous to us by theif inequality, 
and the deceitful intervals which they at fomc tunes 
aflbrdcd; for, though we were often obliged to lie-to 
for days together under a reefed mizen, and were fre¬ 
quently reduced to lie at the merdy of the waves under 
our bare poles, yet now and then we ventured to make 
fail with our courfes double reefed; and the welther 
proving more tolerable, would perhaps encourage us to 
fet our top-fails: after which, the wind, w ithout any 
previous notice, would return upon us with redoubled 
force, and would in an inllant tear our fails from the 
yards. And, that no circumftancc might be wanting 
which could aggravate ourdiftrefs, thefe blafts generally 
brought with them a great quantity of fnow and fleet, 
which cafed our rigging, and froze our fails, thereby 
rendering them and our cordage brittle, and apt to 
fnap upon the flighteft ftrain, adding inexprelfible dif¬ 
ficulty and labour to the working of the lliip, benumb¬ 
ing the limbs of the people employed in handing the 
fails, or handling the ropes, and making them incapa¬ 
ble of exerting themfelves with their ufual adivity, 
and even difabling many by mortifying their toes and 
fingers. 

And now, as it were to add the finifliing ftrokc to our 
misfortunes, our people be^n to be univerfally affl idled 
with that moil terrible,obftinatc, and, at fea, incurable 
difeafe, the feurvy, which quickly made a moll dread¬ 
ful havock among us, beginning at firll to carry olf two 
or three a day, but foon increaling, and at laft carry¬ 
ing off eight or ten; and as moll of the living were 
very ill of the fame diftemper, and the little remain¬ 
der who preferved their healths better, in a manner 
quite worn out with inceflant labour, I have fome- 
times feen four or five dead bodies, fomc foVvh up in 
their hammocks, others not, walking about the decks, 
for want of help to bury them in the fea. But as the 
particulars of all the various difafters and fufferings of 
various kinds that befel us,would be endlefs, 1 Ihall only 
mention a few. 

The loth, nth, and 12th, very Ilormy w^eather, with 
fnow and fleet, and a very great overgrown fca from the 
S. W. 

The 15th one William Baker fell overboard and was 
drowned. The i6th, the Anne pink, which h^d fepa- 
rated from us the nth in the ftorm, again joined us, in 
lar. 59 deg. 20 min. S. 

Part of the 17th, i8th, and 19th, very Ilrong gales, 
and a great rolling fea from the N. W. 

The 18th, we had again ftrong gales of wind with ex¬ 
treme cold, and at midnight tne main-top-fail fpliq 
and one of the ftraps of the main dead-eyes broke. 

The 23d, and part of the 24th, a moll violent ftorm 
of wind, hail, and rain, with a very lofty lea. The 
23d, in the evening. M e fprung the main-top-fail yard, 
and fplit the main-fail into rags, the greateft part of 
which Mas bloun overboard. On thelb accidents we 
furled all our other fails, and lay-to under a mizen. 

The latter part of the 24th proving more moderate. 
Me bent anew main-fail, got doMn the broken main¬ 
top-fail yard, and got up and rigged another in its place. 

The 25th, it blew a very hurricane, and reduced us 
ro the neceftity of lying-ro under our bare poles. As 
our fliip kept the M'iiid better than any of the reft, m c 
M ere obliged in the afternoon to M'car Ihip; in doing of 
which, Me had no other expedient but clapping the 
helm a weather, and manning the fore-Ihrouds ; in the 
4 R execution 
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execution of which we had one of our befl: men canted 
overboard. We perceived, that, notwithftanding the 
prodigious agitation of the waves, he fwam very 
Ifrong; and it was with the utmolf concern that we 
found ourfelves incapable of afTiff ing him. Indeed we 
vycre the more grieved at his unhappy fate, as we loft 
light ol him ftruggling with the waves, and con¬ 
ceived, from the manner in which he fwam, that he 
might continue fenfible fora conliderable time longer 
of the horror attending his irretrievablefituation. 

The 26th being fomewhat more moderate, we found 
tw'o of our main-jfhrouds broke, which we repaired; 
we likewife bent our main-top-fail, and made fail. 

The ^joth, in the evening, the Glouccfter made a 
lignal of diftrefs; and, on fpeaking with her, wo found 
flic had broke her main-yard in the flings; an accident 
the ihorc grievous, as it tended unavoidably to delay 
us in thefc inhofpitablc latitudes, where every moment 
w'e were in danger of peri filing. The weather proving 
favourable, all the carpenters were ordered on board the 
Gloucefter, and next day flic was ready to fail. 

The 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of April, a continued 
ftormol windand rain ; a dreadful fea,and very cold w*ea- 
ther. We lowered our yards, furled our courfes, and lay 
by for the moft part under a rnizzen andmizzen-ftay-faij. 
The 3d, about 11 o’clock at night, a raging fea took us 
on the larboard quarter, where it ftovc in the quarter 
gallery, and rulhed into the ihip like a deluge. For 
feme time it laid the fhip down upon her fide; but llie 
providentially righted again, though flowly; it threw 
down and half drowned all the people on the deck, 
broke one of the ftraps ot the main dead-eyes, and 
Flapped a rnizzen and puttock fliroud. This was the 
greateft fea w'hich we had encountered fince we came 
into thofe parts, and we met with but one fuch ftrokc 
more in the whole voyage; two or three !fuch fucceeding 
muft certainly have fent us to the bottom. 

I he 7th, 8th, 9th, and 16th, continued very ftormy 
and fqually, with fnow, hail, ra'in, and a large fea; the 
w eather continuing very cold. 

I'he 8th, at four in the evening, the Anne pink made 
afignal of diftrefs; and, on fpeaking with her, w^e 
found Ihe had fprung her fore-ftay/and the gammoning 
of her bowfprit. This was the.more unfoitunate, as 
none ot the carpenters were yet returned frbm the 
Gloucefter. Nor was the Anne the only fhip that fuf- 
fered in this Form; the Wager loft her mizzen-maft and 
main-top-fail yard, owing to the badnefs of the iron 
work. In this dilemma we were obliged to bearaw^ay 
till thefc ftiips had made all faft. 

The loih, foggy ancf hazy. This afternoon the Se- 
vern and Pearl w ere far a-ftern, and feemed to me to 
lag defignedly. M'e made a very eafy fail all day, and 
lav by at night, and fired fevcral guns as a fignal for 
them to join us; the weather being pretty moderate, 
and the w-ind fair for them, they might have effeefted it 
with cafe. Uy the clofe of the evening we could but 
’uft fee them,and from that time faw^ them no more. 
However, we heard afterwards in the South Seas, bv 
letters taken on board fome of the Spanifh fhips of 
their arrival at Rio Janeiro in the Brazils. 

1 he 15 th, the weather proved fomewhat more mo¬ 
derate. At half an hour paft one in the morning we 
faw two iftands right a-head, at about two leagues dif- 
tance; we immediately wore our fliip, and flood off to 
the fouthward. Thofe iflands' were very uncxpecfled, 
as well as unwelcome, wc imagining wc had been to 
the weftward of all lands and iflands of the coaft of 
Terra del Fuegq; but w'c now found our miftake, and 
that there was a neceflity of our ftanding farther to the 
Fouthward; in order to get a fufficient welling. Thofe 
iflands I find to lie in the latitude of 54 deg. 20 min. S. 
longitude from London 84 deg. 10 min. W. Mr! 
Walters fiipjK)fes the land We fell in with on this oc- 
cafion tO;he.X*ape Noir, and a part of Terra del Fuecro. 

From this^time to the 23d we had nothing re- 
markable, the weather continuing very uncertain and 
variable, with a large fea and ti very cold air; and the 
21 ft, at nine at night, we were in the latitude of 60 deg. 


^ luuin latitude u#. 

during the voyage. ^ •Ne 

The 23d, very hard gales and fqualls ^^■\ru 
; rain. This evening we loft fight of the 
Wager, Trial, and Anne pink, being all the 
of our fquadron, after the defeclion of the 9 
Pearl. The Wager’s unfortunate caraftrophr'^ 
known; the others aftcrw\ards joined us at Tm 
nandez, as fliall be related in its proper place ^ 
The 24th, 25th, and 26th, the wind beW 
fair, though ftill blowing hard, we made prJv 
runs under an eafy fail to the north-weftward n 
24th it blew a hiirricane, and the mc i endeavouri 
hand the teprails,ihe clew-lines and bunt-lines^ 
and the Fleet being half flown, evdry feam in th r 
topfail was foon fplit froni top to bottom aSdT 
main-tbpfail Fiook fo ftrongly in the wind, that it r 
ried aw'ay the top lanthorn, and endangered the K 
of the maftj how^cver, at length, foine of the S 
daring of our men ventured upon theyard, and cutthc 
fail away clofe to the reefs, though with the utmoft ha 
zardof their lives, whilft at the fame time the for'' 
topfail beat about the yard with fo much fun’ that'r 
was foon blown to Fmeds: nor w as our attention to ou^ 
topfailsour foie employment; for the mainfail blew 
loofe, which obliged us to lower the yard to fccurc rlic 
fail, and the fore-yard being likew ife lowered, wclavto 
ifndera mizen. The 25th, we found much of'our 
running rigging broken, which wc repaired. The 
27th, W'e bent other topfails in the places of thofe fplit. 
Nothing more remarkable the reft of this month and 
the firft w’eek in the next, but ftormy uncertain wea¬ 
ther, and great ficknefs an 4 mortality among our people. 

Friday, May 8, at feven in the morning, law the 
main land of Patagonia appearing in high mountains 
covered moftly w ith fnow. We likewdlc faiv fevcral 
iflands, one of which We took to be the Hand del 
Soccoino, fo Called by Sir John Narborough, in his ac¬ 
count of his voyage into thofe parts: and from the 
fine defeription this gentleman had given of rhisifland, 
(having been there in the very height of fummer), 
this place was appointed for our fiifl general rendez¬ 
vous' in the South Seas. An unhappy appointment it 
w'as in its confequcnccs; forw'hcn the people, already 
reduced to rhclafl extremity, found this to be the place 
of rendezvous, where they had hoped to meet the reft 
of their companions with Joy, and what a miferabic 
part of the w'orld it appeared to be, their grief ^vc 
way, to dclpair; they law no end o^f their fufferings, 
nor any door open to their Fi'fety. Thofe who had 
hitherto been well aind in heart, nb\^ full of defpoil- 
dency, fclldowm, Fckcned, and died; ana, to fuiii up 
this melancholy part, I verily believe, that our touch¬ 
ing on this ebaft, the long flay wc‘ made here, and our 
hindcrance by crofs winds, 'W’hich we llipuld have 
avoided in a diredl courfe to Juan Fernandez, loll us at 
leaft 60 or 70 of as (lout and able men as any in the 
navy. 1 his unfpeakablc diflrefs was flill. aggravated 
by the difficulties wc found in workingthc fliip, as the 
feurvy had by this time deftroyed no Icfs than 200of 
our men, and hadinlbme degree'a^'c^ed alnioftlh^ 
whole crew'. It were, indeed, cndlcfs to redte .mi¬ 
nutely the various difafters, fatigues,,and terrors, which 
wc encountered on this coaft; tlil *fhcrc w'cnt' oh in- 
creaflng till the22d of May, at which time the fur)'ol 
all the ftorms which wc had hitherto cxpcriencedi 
fceired to. be combined,^ and to have confpired our 


ali’npft^alj bur fails" 


rigging. 


broke 


ftrudlion. In this humca'm 

fplit, and great par: 6f our_- -c>c7 « 

arid, about eight in the evening, a moii^iainbus m 
grown fea took us on our ftarboard quarre.*', anti c 
us fo prodigious a fliock, that fevcral of our to 
broke w'ith the jerk, By which dur mafts were ind 
gcrof coming by thdbbard : ouf Balla’ft ond 
were fo. llrangeiv flirfted; that th'd 'Ihip heeled af 
w-ards two Freaks a-porrv '^lnd it vvas a nyift’ 

mendpLis blow, add \ve were throw n joTp ibc utu 
confternation, from the apprehehllbh of infl^ 
foundering. Ourtlepldfablc fltuaiioh allotv ing no I 
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vroom for deliberation, we flood for the ifland 

?r/n Fernandez, and, to fave time tehtch was now 
O' •’ “recious our men dving four, hvc, and (ix in a 
«e endeavoured to hit the ifland upon a incndian 
On the 28th of May, being nearly in the pa- 
in which it is laid down, we expeaed to have 
ir and indeed the Commodore was perfuaded that 
k'nidfee it- but alt the other officers being of opi- 
that it was only a cloud, to which the hazincfs of 
T weather gave too much colour, we made latl to the 
^L-rd and by fo doing loft near 14 days in reco- 
TeSour welling agam.^ This was a moft fatal dif- 
Ip^itment; for in this run we loft about 80 of our 
S which, probably, had the Commodore s advice 
been attended to, would moft of them have been faved. 

The 8th of June, at fix in the evening, we at length 
faw the iHand of Juan Fernandez, bearing N. by E. 
half E. about 15 or 16 leagues off. The lOth, at two 
in the morning, we anchored in 56 fathom, ciofe under 
the N. E. end of the ifland. At 10 in the morning of 
the Tith, we with much labour and difficulty weighed 
our anchor, and at noon happily moored our fliip in 
the Great Bay, about a mile from the fliore, in 52 fa¬ 
thom water, to ourinexpreffible joy, having been from 
St Katharine's in the Brazil to this place 148 days, on 
fuch a dreadful and fatal paffage as I believe veiy few 
other perfons ever experienced. 

The nth, at two in the afternoon, the Trial floop 
appeared in the offing. We immediately fent fome of 
our hands on board her, by whofc affiftance fiie was 
brought to an anchor between us and the land. We 
foon found that the floop had not been exempted from 
the like calamities which we had fo feverely felt; for 
her Commander, Captain Saunders^ waiting on the 
Commodore, informed him, that, out of his fmall com¬ 
plement, he had'buricd 34 of his men; and thofe who 
recovered were fo univcHally afflicted with the fciii'vy, 
that only hihiffff, his Lieutenant, and three of his men, 
were able^to ftand by the fails. 

The fame, day we got out our long-boat, and fent 
her on ffiore w'ith materials for building tents for the 
lick, and with orders to bring on board fome water. 

The 15th, we fent-our pinnace to aifift the Trial, Ihe 
being driven from her anchors to fta, by the violent 
flaws of wind which blow -off the high lands. This , 
and the next day we put afliorc 75 fick men, in fo weak 
a condition, that wcAvcre obliged to carry them out of 
thclliip in their hanimocks, and to convey them after- 
warvls in thb faific Inanticr from the water-fidc ovef^a 
■ftoney btadh 10 the tents prepared for their' reception. 
In this work of humanity,, not only the officers, but' the 
Commodore himfelf, chcarfully lent their affiftance. 

The 17th, the Trial cayne again to an anchor, and 
moored. This day and the next we fent on (bore the 
remainder of our fick people, the whole number.now 
on fliore being 135, n'lany of whom, being too far gone 
in the feurvy, died one after another to the number of : 
not lefs than fixty. ' 

VVe now began to fend on ftiore materials for tents' 
for the coopers, fail-makers, and fome of the officers ; 
a copper oven wffiich we had with us. for baking fofc 
bread for the (hip’s company, and the fmitH’s forge for 
making or repairing fuch iron-work as was - neceflafy: 
and, altera lhort interval of relaxation, all hands were' 
Dufily employed, fome in cutting large quantities of 
fpr the (hip’s ufe, fome in making charcoal for 
the fmith, and for a farther ftore; the bakers in baking 
bread, the coopers in making up and cleaning the calksl 
or Water, the fail-makers in mending the fails and mak- 
mgothers; fome in fifhing for the fick, and the reft 
''■ereotherways employed: ahd here- being;very great 
plenty of fine fifli, all taken by the hook, two or 
three people could never fail to take us as much in 
Jhout two hours.as all the (liip’s company could cat: 
beudesyhis we took great quantities for falting and 
curing; and fome private perfons v\ ho had hooks and 
incs liihed for themfelvcs‘, and nevtr' failed of enough 
^tthpir own ufc, and to give to t'hofe who had none. 
♦ he people on board were employed in cleaning the 


ftiip, which was in a ver\' filthy condition, and in ftrip- 
• ping the mafts, and overhauling the rigging. One of 
the boaefwain’s mates, with fome affiflants, having run 
up a rope-walk on (liore, was employed in making v hat 
(mail cordage we might want; others in watering, and, 
in (liorc, in every thing that might contribute to put ua 
in as good a condition, and in as ftiort a time as poffi- 
ble; and as faft as the lick recovered, they were put on 
the like employments. 

At firft fight of this ifland, it appeared with a moft 
unpromifing afpcift, being extremely mountainous, 
rugged, and irregular; but, upon our nearer approach, 
it improved upon us; and when we w ere landed, we 
found all the vegetables w hich are ufually eftcemed to 
be peculiarly adapted to the cure of thofe fcorbutie dif- 
orders which arc contraded by fait diet, and long con¬ 
tinuance at fea; for here we found watcr-creffes and 
purflain, wild-forrel, and Sicilian-radiflies. in profu- 
(ion. Thcfe vegetables, not to mention the turneps 
which now abound in every plain, with the fifli and flcfli 
we got here, were not only grateful to us in the ex¬ 
treme, bur were iikewife very rcfrclhing to the fick, 
and contributed not a little to the recovery of thofe 
who were not already too far advanced in the difordcr 
to admit of relief; and to the - reftoring of others to 
their wonted vigour, w ho, though not apparently under 
the malignancy of the diftemper, and its baneful con¬ 
comitants, were yet greatly debilitated, by continual 
watching and anxiety ot mind, from which not a foul 
on board w as exempt. 

During the time of our refidcnce here, we found 
the inland parts of the ifland no ,ways to fall fiiort of 
the fanguine prepoffeflions we had lirft entertained in 
its favour; for the woods, w hicb covered moft of the 
ftcepeft hills, were free front all buflies and under¬ 
wood, and afforded an eafy paffage through every part 
of them; and the irregularities of the hills and preci¬ 
pices, in the northern part of the jfland, ncceffarily 
traced our; by their various combinations, a great num¬ 
ber of romantic valleys, moft of which had a ftream of 
the cleareft water runningthrough them,.thattiimbled in 
cafcadcs from rock to rock, as the bottom of the valley 
by the courfe of the neighbouring hills was at any time 
broken into a hidden (harp defccnc. Some particular 
' fpocs occurred in thefc valleys, where the fliaftes and 
fragrance of the contiguous woods, the: loftincfs qf 
the over^hanging rocks, and the tranfparency and 
frequent falls of the neighbouring (treams, prefented 
fccncs .of fuch elegance and dignity, as would with 
difficulty be rivalled in any other part of the globjC. 
It is in this'place, perhaps, that the limplc productions 
of unaffifted nature may be laid to excel all the fidi- 
tious deferiptions of the moft animated imagination. 
The fpot where the Commodore pitched his tent, and 
where hechofe, during his ftay, to fix his rcfidcncc, ex¬ 
ceeded' in beauty any thuig that words can be fuppofed 
toreprefent. It was a delightful lirtles ltiw n, that lay 
on an cafy afeent at the dilTance of aj .i-u.: lialf a mile 
from the fea, and w'as probably the very fpot on v. hich 
Shclvock twenty years before had pitci cd his tent. In 
front there was a large avenue cut througli the woods to 
the fca-(idc, which (loping to the w^^ter Wjiih a gentle 
defeent, opened a prdfpea: to the bay-and Ibips at 
anchor. This lawn was fereened behind -by a paft wood 
of myrtle (weeping round it in the form of a. theatre, 
the flope on which the wood flood rifing-with a much 
lharper afeent than the lawn itlelf, though notfo mqch 
but that the hills and precipices \yithin L'vnd ^wpred up 
conliderably above the tops of the tree?, and added to 
the grandeur of the A iew. Ther^; were, bcfid.es, two 
n reams of chryftal water,' which ran on r the righ* and 
left of the tent, wdthin an hundred yards diflance, and 
were (haded by the trees that (kirted the lawn on cither 
fide, and completed thefymmetry of the w hole. A dd 
to thefe, th6gentle murmurings of ibcdirtant brooks, 
the rnufic of ihe brirds among the .myrdes, the fwcet 
aromatic odour of the fpice-trees that every where 
perfumed the air W'ith their fragrance, and you may 
forrrt inLnagination afirinc iddaof this fccoud para- 
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Commodore 


(afterwards Lord) ANSONs 


dife, which could only be exceeded by the perfection 

of the firft. 

It is artohi filing, that, among all the v'oyagers who 
have viltted this fortunate ifland before us, and who 
have obliged the world with deferiptionsbf it, none of 
them have mentioned a charming little bird that, with 
its wild, various, and irregular notes, enchants the ear, 
and makes the w^oods refound with its melody. Thi^ 
untutored choirifter is fomewhat lefs in fizc than the 
goldfinch, its plumage beautifully intermixed with red 
and other vivid colours, and the golden crowrt upon 
its head fo bright and glowing, when feen in the full 
light of the fun, that it furpalfes all defeription. Thefc 
little birds are far from being uncommon or unfamiliar; 
for they perched upon the branches of the myrtle-trees 
fo near us, and fung fo chearfully, as if they had been 
confeious wc w'erc ftrangers, and came to give us wcK 
come. 

There is, befidcs the above, another little bird, un¬ 
noticed by any foniier w riter, and which feems like- 
wife peculiar to the ifland, and confequently without a 
name; it is ftill lefs than the former in fize, hut not 
inferior in beauty, though not fo mufical; the back, 
wings, and head, arc of a lively green, intermixed with 
fine fliining golden fpots, and the belly a fnow white 
ground, with ebony coloured fpots, fo elegantly varied 
as no art can imitate. To the catalogue of birds men¬ 
tioned by former writers as inhabitants of this ifland, 
fliould alfo be added blackbirds and thrufhes very like 
thofe in England; and owls, but of a diminutive fizc. 

Of four-footed animals wc faw none but dogs, cats, 
rats, and goats; and of the latter but few, as the 
clogs of various kinds, grey-hounds, maftiffs, pointers, 
fpaniels, and mungrels, have thinned them in the 
plains, and driven them to the inaccelfible mountains; 
yet fomc were (hot by the hunters, and were preferred 
by them to the beft venifon. Among thofe prefented 
to the Commodore were two or three venerable through 
age, that had been marked more than thirty years be¬ 
fore by Selkirk, who trained them for his fport, flit 
their ears, and turned them loofc to graze the moun¬ 
tains. 

I remember we had once an opportunity of obferv- 
inga remarkable difpute betwixt a herd of thofe ani¬ 
mals and a number of dogs; for going in our boat into 
<thc eaflcrn bay wc perceived fomc dogs run very eagerly 
upon the foot, and being willing to difeover what game 
they were after, wc lay upon our oars fomc time to 
view them, and at lafl faw them take a hill, where, 
looking a little farther, we obferved upon the ridge of 
it an herd of goats, which feemed drawn up for their 
reception. There w as a veiy narrow' path fkirted on 
each fide by precipices, in w hich the leader of the herd 
ported himfelf fronting the enemy, the rert of the goats 
being ranged behind him w'hcre the ground was more 
open ; as this fpot was inaccefllble by any other path, 
excepting where this champion had placed himfelf, the 
dogs, though they ran up hill with great alacrity, yet 
when they came within about twenty yards, found they 
durft not encounter this formidable Goliah, for he 
w'ould infallibly have driven the firrt that approached 
himdow'nthe precipice; they therefore quietly laid 
thcmfelvcs down, panting, and did not oftcr to rtir 
while we remained in fight. 

Thefc dogs have multiplied prodigioufly, and have 
dertroyed moft of the cats as well as goats; the rats, 
however, keep pofleflion, and were very troublcfotnc 
guefts in the night, when they generally paid us their 
vifits. It is not cafy to determine in what manner fush 
a multitude of dogs fubfift, as they arc much more nu¬ 
merous than aH the other four-footed creatures upon 
the ifland. Our people, indeed, were inclined to think, 
that they lived in a great meafurc upon the young fea- 
lions and fcals, and fupported their opinion by the re¬ 
port of the failors, fome of whom killed the dogs for 
food, whofaid they tafted firtiy; and, tnily, there is 
hardly any other way of accounting for the fubliflence 
of thefc animals; for, as has been faid, they have al¬ 
ready dertroyed all the goats in the accclfiblc parts of 


the country; lb that there now remain onU^— 

among the crags and precipices, where the 
not follow them. Thefc arc divided into f 
herds of 20 or 30 each, which inhabit diftindfajJS^*-' 
and never mingle with each other; by this 
found it extremely difficult to kill them, and va 
were fo defirous of their flclh, that wc difcovcrca"i 
believe, all their herds, and it w'as thought, k- 
paring their numbers, that they fcarcely exceeded 
upon the whole ifland. The dogs had deftroved^tf 
pardcllas, too, of which former writers have ivc 
large account, fo that there was not one of theni toV 
feen; w'C found indeed their burrows in the canh 
w hich leaves no room to doubt of their being found ’ 
plenty in Selkirk’s time, as well as cats, of which there 
is now' fcarcc one alive. 

Flefli meat being thus extremely fcarce, our people 
being tired of fifli, though excellent in their kind^at 
length condelcendcd to cat feals, which, by depccs 
they came to reliflt, and called them lamb. Of thefe’ 
it being their brooding time, the numbers were increl 
diblc;—and likewife of the fea-lion,—thefe animals 
have frequently furious battles among thcmfclves, prin¬ 
cipally about their females; and wc were one day fur. 

prized by the fight of tw'O animals, w'hich,atfirft,fecmcd 

different from all w'e had ever obferved; but, on a 
nearer approach, they proved to be two fea-Iions that 
had been goring one another with their tuflics, and 
were covered with blood, with which they plentifully 
abound. This led us to watch them more clofely, aiid 
one was obferved larger than the reft, and from his 
driving off other males, and keeping a great number 
of females to himfelf, he was by the feamcn humour- 
oufly ftilcd the Baftiaw. To this pre-eminence, how¬ 
ever, he had not arrived without many bloody contefts; 
for, on our people’s attacking him in the midfl: of his 
feraglio of females, he made a defperate defence, and, 
when overpowered, the lignals of his bravery appeared 
in numerous fears on every part of his body. 

We had now been ten days on this ifland, when 
fome of our people from an eminence difeemed alhip 
to leeward with her courfes even with the horizon, with-, 
out any other fail abroad than her main-topfail; from 
which circumftance, it was immediately concluded, 
that it was one of our own fquadron; but the weather 
being hazy, no definite conjedure could be fonned con¬ 
cerning her. She again difappeared for fome days, and 
we were all thrown into the deepeft concern, fearing 
theweaknefs of her condition had'difabled her from 


w'orking to windw ard, and that all her people had pc- 
riflied. 

We continued our employ till the 26ch, when wc 
again faw the fame fliip; and, on her nearer approach, 
could diftinguith her to be the Glouccfter; and, 
ing no doubt of her being in diftrefs, the Commodore 
fent our boat on board her w ith water and rcfrefliments, 
We found her in a miferablc condition, not manv 
above too people alive, and almoft all thofe helple» 
with the feurvy; their water fo very fliort, that they 
w’ere obliged to allow but one pint a day to a an 
the continual flaws off the land, together with t c* 
being difabled in their fails and yards, hindered imm 
from getting into the bay. The next day wc fent mcjn 
a frefh fupply of filh, greens, water, and men to help 
work the (hip; foon after w'hich the flaws drove i 
off again, and the (hip appeared no more till the Jv » 
when at two in the afternoon Ihc fired a gun, anu itw 
a fignal of diftrefs. She continued in this 
and on, fometimes in fight, and fometimes not, 

23, during which time, though wc often relieve 

people on board with water and other 

their fufferings were infupportablc, and their 'v 

complement were reduced to about 96 

all of w hom muft have perifhed in a fevy dap 

had not the wind proved favourable to bring ^ 

the bay; but providentially a frefh gale fpe^(W 

the fea, and brought them to an anchor. ' ^ ^ , 

diately fent men on board to afllft in 

and continued our conftant afliftance afterwards, ^ 
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VOYAGE Round the world 


. ftiv at this place. I'hc 5th of Auguft, the Com- 
fent the Trial floop to fearch the illand of Lit- 
T\an Fernandez, left any of the fquadron fl^ould 
niiftaken that illand for the place of rendezvous, 
and might remain there in expectation of meeting the 

*^^On^the^i6th, the Anne pink, which was feparated 
from us with the reft of the fquadron the 23d of April, 
inpcaredin fight. Her arrival gave us new fpirits, 
fhe being laden principally with provifions, and we 
- mediately were ordered full allowance of bread. 
This Ihip had been about two months in a fafe har¬ 
bour, on the main land, near the fame parallel with del 
Soccoro, where Ihe had been diredted by Providence, 
and where flie lay in fecurity, enjoyed plenty, and her 
people, 16 in number, being once freed from their fears of 
{hipwreck, very foon recovered their wonted vigour, 
having experienced none of thofe hardfliips that were 
endured by the reft of the fleet. They told us they 
had fecn fomc Indians, and one time took one of their 
canoes with a man, a woman, fome children, a dog, a 
cat, &c. and fome implements for fifliery; but in a 
day or two the w hole family, the dog excepted, made 
their efcape from them in the Ihip’s fmall boat, and 
left them their canoe in her ftead. Thofe Indians, they 
fay, underftood a few SpaniQi w'ords, and probably 
might have fomc little corrcfpondcnce with the fou- 
thern Spaniards of Chili, or their nearer bordering 
Indians; or, perhaps, fome of the Fathers for propa¬ 
gating the faith may now and then have been among 
them. The principal refrcfliments they met with in 
this port, were wild celery, nettletops, and forrel; 
cockles and mufcles of an extraordinary fize; good 
(tore of geefe, Iheep, and penguins. They judged it to 
lie in lat. 45 deg. 30 min. S. and it may be known by an 
ifland which faces it, and which the inhabitants call 
Inchin, and by a river in which they found excellent 
filh. 

This veflcl, the Anne pink, was the laft that joined 
us at Juan Fernandez. The remaining fhips of the 
fquadron were the Severn, the Pearl, and the Wager 
ftore-fhip. The Severn and Pearl, as has been already 
obferved, parted company off Cape Noir, and, as we af¬ 
terwards learned, put back to the Brazils; fo that of 
all the fhips that came into the South Seas, the Wager 
was the only fhip that was miffing. Captain Cheap, 
who commanded her, knowing the importance of the 
^arge he had in truft, without which no enterprize on 
Inorc could be undertaken, was extremely felicitous to 
reach Baldivia as the laft place of rendezvous, and the 
M to be attacked, before the reft of the fquadron 
Ihould have finiftied their cruife, that no blame might 
reft upon him, if the attack of that city fhould be 
judged improper to be carried into execution. But, 
jhilft this brave ofRcer was exerting himfelf in en- 
davouring to keep clear of the land in making the 
luand of del Soccoro, he had the misfortune to difto- 
cate his ^oulder, and thereby to difable himfelf from 
profecuting with vigour the purpofe he had in view, 
fhe fhip being little better than a wreck, the crew in 
^iefponding condition, the officers quite ex- 
naulted, the weather cold and ftormy, and the wind 
and^rrents ^bearing in-fliore, all thefe unlucky cir- 
cumltances concurring, fo entangled the fliip with the 
and, that all the efforts of the feeble crew could not 
prevent her from running upon a funken rock, where 

c grounded between two fmall iflaads, not a mufquet- 
w from the ffiore. In this fituation (lie continued 
1 ^ r board might have reached the 

and might have ftored themfelvcs with 
P vihons, and every neceffary for their prefent fub- 
A ^rjtur&cfcape: but the moment the Ihip 

m ^^^''^‘oation ccafed; one part <ff the crew 
I bSli ' ^ liquors, intoxicated themfelves in 

ihcr n.nd grew frantic in their cups; ano- 

CO furnifli themfelves with arms, and 
mofl- V ^1 • mafters of the money and things of 

the Drf tK)ard; wffiile the Captain, and fome of 
F ncipal pfficers, endeavoured in vain to mainuijifc 
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their authority, and to preferxe a proper d.fcipline 
among them, in order to ellecf the deliverance ot as 
poffible from the common danger in 
w hich all of them were involved; but the mucinous 
difpofition that prevailed rendered every effort for their 
pmervation ineffeiftual. T hofe who remained in po'*- 
leliionot the Ihip and her ftorcs, pointed the cannon, 
and bred at thofe who had gained the land; thofe at 
land grew riotous for want of provifions; nothing but 
anarchy.and confufion prevailed; and, what add'ed to 
the cataftrophe, a midftiipman named Cozens, who hud 
bufied himfelf in oppofition to all good government, 
was, by the Captain, foot dead upon the fpot. This 
put an end at once to all manner of fubferviency; and 
after this every one thought himfelf at liberty to pur- 
fue what feheme he thought beft for his own prefer- 
vation. 

Ot about i;,o perfons w!k) reached the fhore, 30 
died on the place; about 80 others, having converted 
the long-boat into a fehooner, failed to the fouth ward, 
attended by the cutter. ThcTe, being diftrefftd for 
want of provifions in redoubling Cape Horn, and hav¬ 
ing loft their cutter in a ftorm, fuffered unprecedented 
hardfliips in their return to the toaft of Brazil, w'herc 
only 30 of them arrived to give an account of the mi- 
fcrablc fate of their companions, feveral of w horn died 
of hunger; others dcfired to be let on fhore; and 
fome, beginning to be mutiiious, they landed and dc- 
ferted. Of the 19 who were left behind in Wager- 
Ifland with the Captain, 16 embarked on board the 
barge and the yawl, and attempted to efcape to the 
northward ; of thefe one was drowned in the yawT, and 
four were left on a defart part of the coiift, where it is 
probable they all pcriflied; the remahiing ii, after a 
fruitlefs attempt to weather a point of land, called by 
the Spaniards Cape Trefm.entcs, were forced to return 
to Wager Ifland, from whence they firft fet our, where 
meeting with a Chilocn Indian, w ho could fpeak a lit¬ 
tle Spanifh, they agreed with him to pilot them to 
Chiloc; but, after coafting along for four days, the Cap¬ 
tain and his officers being on fhore, five in number, 
the other fix perfuaded the Indian to put to fea wirhoi t 
them, by which the reft w'ere reduced to the fad necef- 
fity of travelling near 6go miles, Ibmctimes by land, 
and fometimes by water, till at length, after a variety 
of misfortunes and hardfliips not to be paralleled in 
romance, four of them, namely, Captain Cheap, the 
Hon. Mr. Byron, who lately w ent round the world, 
Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Campbell, arrived at Chiloc, 
where they were received by the Spaniards with great 
humanity. After fome flay at Chiloe, the Captain 
and his three officers w’ere fent to Valparaifo,and thence 
to St. Jago, the capital of Chili, where they continued 
above a year; but on advice of a cartel, the Captain, 
Mr. Byron, and Mr. Hamilton, were permitted to re¬ 
turn to Europe; and Mr. Campbell, who in the mean 
time had changed his religion, chofe to embark for 
Spain; but not meeting therewith the encouragement 
he expeefted, he foon after returned to England, w'herc 
he publifhed an account of his adventures, but men¬ 
tioned not a word of changing his religion, neither docs 
he affign his rcafon for leaving Spain. 

It is very remarkable, that the place where the W^a- 
ger ftruck upon the rock,w'as fo near the harbour where 
the Anne pink found flieltgf during the winter, that.the 
Wager's people were within hearing of the pink's even¬ 
ing and morning gun, yet never had the thought to 
follow the found, or to look out for any ftraggicr lrpii> 
their own fquadron. 

On the 22d, (he Trial arrived from fearching the 
ifland of Little Fernandez, and reported that it lies 
about 20 leagues due weft from this where we lay; that 
it is about three leagues in coibpafs, being very moun¬ 
tainous, with fome woods and good runs of water, with 
multitudes of goats, fifli, fca-lions, anifi feals, as with 
US; but no fliips w'crc to be fecn, nor any marks of any 
having been there. 

While we continued at Juan Fernandez, befides our 

necifffary employments, we Ukewife began, and pretty 
45 far 
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far advanced, a wharf for the better landing and em¬ 
barking fuch necelfaries as we had occafion for. We 
kept two ovens employed in baking bread for the fliips 
companies, two fmith s forges for repairing old and 
fitting new iron-work, and made abundance of char¬ 
coal for future ufe. The Commodore likewife ordered 
the cai-penters to take a careful furveyof the Anne pink, 
the mailer of which fet forth, that llie was in fo rotten 
a condition, as not to be fit to proceed nor return with¬ 
out very confiderable repairs; which reprefentation 
upon a furvey being found to be true, the Commodore 
purchafed her materials at a fair valuation, and or¬ 
dered her to be broke up, and her crew to be put on 
board the Glcuceller, thatfliip not having hands enough 
left to navigate her, much lefs to fight her, in cafe of 
an attack from the enemy. 

This ifland lies in latitude 33 deg. 40 min. S. and 
longitude 87 deg. 37 min. W. from London ; dillance 
from the main continent 105 leagues; compafs, by 
the bcfl accounts of thofe who had been round it, 1 2 
or 13 leagues. There are tw o fmall and very commo¬ 
dious bays within the points, which form the large one 
where we lay,one to the caflward, the other to the wcll- 
w ard of us, and no doubt feveral others in other parts 
of the illand ; variation, by an obfervation July 2, in 
in the morning, 8 deg. 4 min. half E. 'Twas reported, 
that the S. W. end of the ifland is much more flat and 
level than that where we refided, and the goats more 
numerous, but wood fcarcer. 

On Tuefday, Sept, the 8th,. at noon, we fa .v a fail at 
Tea bearing N. E. by E. and, perceiving by our glaflcs 
that fhe could be none of our fquadron, nor an Eng- 
lilh built fhip, w'C fired a gun as a fignal for getting all 
our people on board; and, having taken feveral men 
out of the Trial, bent our fails, fet up our rigging, and 
fliptour fmall bower cable, at fix in the evening, we 
weighed in purfuit of her. In the morning of the 
next day w'c got down our flumps, which arc gene¬ 
rally fet up in bad weather inltead of top-gallant 
mails, and in their place got up our top-gallant malls 
and yards, rigged them, and bent their fails. At ele¬ 
ven the fame morning w'e muflered and quartered the 
fiiip's company. At noon the ifland of Juan Fernandez 
bore W. half S. diflancc eight leagues; the two next 
days we faw nothing of the chacc, nor any thing re¬ 
markable. 

Saturday, Sept. 12, at five in the morning we faw a 
fail to windward, which bore down towards us, and at 
about two leagues difiance flic hauled up the Ice clue- 
garnet of her forefail, fhewed her Spanifti colours, and 
fired a gun, which we fuppofed to be a lignal concerted 
between her and others which came out in company 
with her; but we not anfw'ering nor regarding it, flie 
hauled clofe on a wind and flood from us, endeavour¬ 
ing to efcape; upon w hich we gave chace, and it prov¬ 
ing fometimes hazy and foggy, we were in danger of 
lolingfight of her. About nine in the morning we 
tacked, and at nooncoming within gun-fhot, we fired 
five fiiot at her rigging to bring her to; but flie keeping 
on her courfe, we fired four more, on which fhefiruck 
her colours, and furrendered without making any op- 
pofition. This fhip happened not to be the fame we 
went out after. She proved a rich merchant-fhip, 
having on board i8,oool. fterling in dollars and plate, 
with Ibme jewels, and abundance of gold and filvcr 
twill; but the bulk of her cargo confified in fugars and 
biflc goods, moft of the latter European, but fome the 
produce of the country. She was called the Nueflra 
Senora del Monte Carmelo. She was of about 500 tons, 
Wiis commanded by Don Manuel Zamorra, and had on 
board 13 paifengers, mofi of them perfons of fortune, 
amongft whom was the fon of the Governor of the 
city of St. Jago, the capital of Chili. She came from 
Callao, a port of Lima, the capital of the empire of 
l\‘rii, bound for Valparaifo in Chili, where thofe fiiips 
annually trade, exchanging filver in return for gold and 
corn, the latter being very fcarcc in Peru. Some of 
the prifoners informed us, that, if We had taken her in 
her return from Chili to Peru, we fliould have met with 


as much gold in her as \ve had now found filT^*^ 
had in the whole a board her 67 perfons, man 
Indians and black flaves, who were afterwards^ 

ful CO us in afiifiing towards the fhip’s duty 
been 27 days from Callao, and wanted notab 
days fail to compleat her voyage when we took 

We found in this fhip, on fearch among theT 
from fome merchants in Lima to their friends i r?” 
an account of the fate of the Spanifh fquadmn 
had been fent after us, viz. that, in attemptintr 
the Cape, they had been forced to put back, aftc 
countering the moft terrible fiorms and moll 
famine, being reduced to two ounces of bread and 
a pint of water each man a day; that, bcfides be' 

grievoufiyattackedbythefcurvy,whichhadmadce2 

havock among them than among us, their IhipswC 
almoft entirely difabled, their malls, fails, yards, 
and hulls in a manner fliattercd and torn to pieces-di 
Admiral Pifarro, and one more of his fquadron ’aW 
having fuffered the greatefi: extremities, had got with 
the utmoft dilficulty, to Buenos Ayres, on the^River 

Plate; that another of the fquadron, a fhip of 70guns 

had been entirely loft near Rio Grande, and that two 
more had never been heard of; that on their return 
they had feen two large fiiips pafs by very near them 
which they fuppofed to be two fiiips of our fquadron* 
but the weather proving fiormy, and the fea running 
mountains high, they could not interfere with or at¬ 
tack each other. Thofe fiiips of ours we believed to 
be the Severn and the Pearl, and hoped they were 
fafely arrived at fome port of the Brazils. Thofe let- 
ters came over land from Buenos Ayres to Lima, and 
with them came others containing Admiral Pifarro’s 
advice and inllrudlions to the Viceroy of Peru con¬ 
cerning us; wherein he told him, that,'though he him- 
felf had been forced back in fuch a miferable condi¬ 
tion, not having above 80 or 100 of his men living, 
and his fiiips in fo ill a (late, that, till fufficient rein¬ 
forcements could come to him from Old Spain, he 
could not pofTibly come into thofe fcas, yet as the Eng- 
lifii were a ftubborn and refolute people, and daring 
enough to perfifi obflinately in the moft dcfperatcun- 
denakings, he did believe fome of us might poflibly 
get round; but as he experimentally knew what of nc- 
cefiity wc muft have fullered in that dreadful paflage, 
he made no doubt but we fhould be in a very weak 
and defencelefs condition ; he tberefore advifed the 
Viceroy to fit out all the ftrength of fliipping he could, 
and fend them to cruife at the ifland of Juan Fernandez* 
where wc muft of ncccfiity touch to rcfrefli our people, 
and to repair our fiiips; and farther advifed, that, in 
cafe of meeting us, they fliould not fiand to lighter 
cannonade at a diftance, in which pofiibly we might 
have the advantage, or make our efcape, but fliould 
board us at once fword in hand; w hich muft, if well 
executed, in our weak condition, infallibly prove the 
means of taking us. 

This was a well-laid feheme, and in purfuance of it 
the Viceroy equipt three fliips at Callao, oneof^OiOne 
of 30, and one of 20 guns, all double manned with the 
choiceft men they could poflibly procure, and fent them 
to wait for us accordingly. Thofe fliips arrived at Ju^ 
Fernandez fome time, 1 think, in May, and continued 
till about June the 6th, when, imagining that wc 
be cither put back or loft, they quitted their flatio”* 

and failed for the port of Conception in Chili, ^nd 

by this means we luckily mifiTed them: had it hap' 
pened otherwife, as we arrived there with only our lu^ 
gle (hip, in fuch a defencelefs condition, and had 
put their orders in execution wdth any tolerable degr^ 
of refolution, we muft in all human probability ha 
fallen into their hands, 



damage, inui it ^ 

two months before they could again be fit to go ^ 
The whole of this intelligence was as favourable *5 
tould have wilhed; and now we were at no low 
vounB for the frelh marks we found at Juan Fenia 
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of that ifland’s having been lately vifited by fome white 

^^Sunday the 13th, having got on board mofi: of the 
ifoners of note, and all the filvcr, we made fail for 
? 5 an Fernandez; and the weather proving very mo¬ 
derate, at fix in the evening that ifland bore N. W. 
uyN/atthe difiance of five leagues. At three the 
next morning we fired three guns, as a fignal to the 
ihips in the bay. At four we anchored, got in our 
fma^ll bower cable, which we had flipped at leaving the 

place, and moored our lliip. 

^ The i^th we employed in watering, and fetting up 
our rigging, in order to purfue our voyage. And this 
day, the Commodore being informed that fcvcral 
jn^chant-fliips were now’ purfuing their trade without 
fear of any furprize, the Trial was ordered out on a 
cruife, and proceeded immediately. 

The 16th w’e got up a new top-gallant-maft, and 
wanting fome cordage we were fupplied with it from 
die Glouccfier. This and the following days, until the 
j^th, w’e fpent in getting every thing ready for fca 
wth the utmoft expedition. 

The 19th we fent 28 of our prifoners on board the 
Glouccfier, fhe being w’cakly manned, and thofe pri¬ 
foners being good failors. We likewife fupplied the 
prize with two months provifions of all forts, at full 
allowance, for 20 men ; put all the guns belonging to 
the Anne pink on board of her; and, having left orders 
with Captain Mitchell, of the Glouccfier, to burn the 
pink, together with her ufclefs fiores, and appointed 
him his ftation off the towm of Payta, which is the 
place where the fliips between Lima and Panama ge¬ 
nerally touch to deliver part of their cargoes to be dif- 
perfed through the inland parts of Peru, with orders 
to fail to that ftation as foon as poffiblc, we weighed, 
and took leave of our winter refidence, jn company 
with the prize, which the Commodore had fitted up 
to cruife againfi the enemy. 

The 21 rt, at four in the evening, we had the lafi 
light of this ifland, it then bearing from us W. by N. 
at the difiance of 17 leagues. The remaining days, 
until the 24th, we had variable and uncertain weather, 
in which we fplit our main-top-fail and fore-fail, and 
received fome other flight damage. 

The 24th, at five in the evening, being fomewhat 
hazy, we faw two fail to windward, on which we cleared 
Ihip, in order to be ready to engage, the largefi of the 
t\vo fhips bearing dowm upon us. At feven fliecame 
fo near, that w’e hailed her in Spanilh, and fhe anfwer- 
ed in Englifti, and told us, that flie was a prize taken 
by the Trial, and that her confort was the Trial itfelf, 
vhich was very much difabled. At eleven the next 
morning, there being a hard gale and high fca, the 
Inal ^ed two guns as a fignal of diftrefs, and bore 
the wind, and we after her. The fame 
noon we fpoke with the Trial, and 
Qund ihc had fprung her raain-maft, and that her main- 
come by the board : and as w e were all of 
ding to the caftward next morning, with afrefh 
gae at fouth, flie had the additional misfortune to 
now flic had not a maft 
inf ir ^ ^ great obfirudtion; for now we had 

c igenceby the Trial’s prize, that there were many 
hmr laden, and that they had no appre- 

being attacked by us, having received in- 
deftr fquadron was either put back or 

wpu? j courfe, therefore, of the 48 hours 

fuade/^ detained in w^aitingupon the Trial, 1 am per- 
Thprpf'i^ ^i^ilfcd the taking many valuable prizes, 
ofiirppc ^ ^ ^ <^o^ncil being called, and all the 

therr* together on board our fliip, it was 

could f prefent condition the Trial 

being r<*r farther fcrvice; and the Commodore, 
the fliips, in order to cruife 
greatefi advantage, gave orders 
^be Trial ^ ^ Saunders, the Commander, to burn 
prize fAr\- room commiflioned the Trials 

’Zander ^ajefiy’s fervice, w ith the fame C om- 
* ^tid people. This fliip, the Trial's 


prize, W’as called by the Spaniards the NueftraSenora 
e Annzazie;'but, being now’ comniiTTioned for his 
Majefiy s fervice, fhe w'as henceforth called the Trial's 
rnze. She was the largcfl fliip wc took in thofe 
leas, being between 5 and 600 tons, and loaded with 
^ bale goods, fugar, and other commodities, to a con- 
fiderable value, and about 5CI00I. in fpecic and wrouo-ht 
lilver. ^ 

at nine in the morning, wc parted with 
the Trial and both the prizes. 

The 30th, w'e faw the main land of Chili. This 
day we began to cxercife our people with fniall arms, 
which was the firfi time we had done it fince we came 
into thofe feas, and which we continued at all proper 
opportunities during the voyage. ^ 

On the 1 fi of October, we came in fight of the high 
land of Valparaifo, bearing N. E. half E. at the difiance 
of about 14 leagues. This city lies in the latitude of 
32 deg. 58 min. S. its longitude from London is bv my 
account 80 deg. 37 min. W. 

On the 5 th, the Commodore, being informed that 
there were murmurings amongft the people, becaufc 
the prize-money was not immediately divided, ordered 
the articles of war to be read; and after that remon- 
ftrated to them on the danger of mutiny, and faid he 
had heard the reafon of their difeontent, but alfurcd 
them their properties were fecured by ad of parlia¬ 
ment as firmly as any one’s own inheritance, and that 
the money, plate, &c. w^ere weighed and marked in 
public; fo that any capable perfon, if he pleafcd, might 
take an inventory of the whole. He then read an 
accountof the particulars, and told them they might 
(if they pleafed) make choice of any perfon to take an 
inventory for them, or buy their parts. This fpread a 
vifible joy, and gave content to every one. We con¬ 
tinued cruifing off the coaft of Valparaifo til! the 8th, 
w'hen at twelve at night we broke the main-top-fail-* 
yard in the flings, on which we unbent the top-fail and 
got down the broken yard. At ten in the morning 
we faw the high land of Choapa, and over it the 
Cordillera mountains, being part of that long ridge 
of mountains called the Andes, which run from one 
end of South America to the other, appearino-excef- 
fivcly high, with their tops covered with fnow.*^ 

The 14th, we croffed the fouth Tropic to the north¬ 
ward, and from this time, till we were fome degrees to 
the northward of the Equator, met with nothino- but 
fair weather and a fmooth fca. ^ 

The 2ifi, at noon, the high land of Morro Quemado 
bore E. by N. at the difiance of four leagues; and here 
we continued cruifing off and on tUI Nov. 2, when 
about fix in the morning, we faw two fail of fliips 
fianding towards us; upon which w’e made a clear 
fliip, and immediately gave them chace, when we foon 
perceived that they were the Trial and Centurion 
prizes. As wc had the wind of them, we brought to, 
and waited their coming up, when Captain Saunders 
canic on board, and acquainted the Commodore that 
he had cleared the Trial purfuant to his orders, and 
havingTcuttled her, he remained by her till flicfunjc; 
but that it was not till the 4th of October before this 
was cffefled, by reafon of the great fwell and hollow 
fea; that, ddring his attendance on the (loop, tlicy 
were all driven lo far to leeward, that they were after¬ 
wards obliged to ftretch a long way to the well ward, to 
regain the ground they had lofi; that in their cruife 
they had met no prize, nor had feen any velfel on all 
the ebafi'. 

November the 3rd, at five ifi the evening, the ifland 
of Alla, in latitude 13 deg. 5 min. S. longitude 84 dca; 

43 min. W. bore from us N. E. by E. difiance five 
leagues. 

The 5th, at four in the evening, we faw the high 
land of Bananca, bearing N. E. by E. difiant ci^r 
or nine leagues ; and half an hour after we faw a fliil 
to the northward, to whom wc gave chace, and cleared 
our Ihip lor engaging. At ten in the evening we came 
up with her, fired eight guns, and took her. She 
came from-Guaiaquil, and was bound for Callao, with 

timber, 
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timber, cocoa, cordage, tobacco, cocoa-nuts, and a 
fmall trunk with bale goods; all of little value to us, 
though a very confidcrable lofs to the Spaniards. She 
was called the Santa Terefa, commanded by Don Bar- 
tolo Urrunaga, with between 30 and 40 people on 
board, pafTengers included, and five or fix women, be- 
iides children. Our third lieutenant, two other officers, 
and a party of failors, were fent on board to command 
and take care of her; and our other prizes being far 
a-ftern, occalioned by our chafing this flfip, we lay by 
till four the next morning, and fired a gun every hour 
as a fignal for their joining us. This day I find, by 
the dilfcrence of our dead reckoning and obfervations, 
a current to fet along this coaft: to the northward of 
near a mile an hour. 

The 7th, we were employed in getting aboard fevc- 
Tal neceflary ftores, as planks, cordage, and the like, 
from our laft prize, for the ufe of the fquadron. 1 he 
fea here appeared for fcvcral miles of a blood-red 
colour, which the prifoners informed us was common 
in thofe parts. This day we found aboard the 
prize, in fpccie and plate, 50 pounds averdupois 

weight. 1 -r r 

The 9th, we brought from onboard the Terefa 10 
ferons of cocoa, one of wax, and 180 fathom of three 

and a half rope. ^ r. • 

'rhe loth. we brought from on board our firit prize 
the Carmelo, the following goods, viz. cloth two bales, 
bavs five ditto, fugar 182 loaves, firaw mats two, tar 
one fkin, raifins three bales, indigo four ferons, cotton 
cloth one bale, hats two cafes, and 25 loofe ones, Ikins 
one parcel, chocolate one bag, camlet one bale and two 
parcels, filks one box, lead four pigs, and combs one 
fmall parcel. 

The 12th, at five in the morning, we faw a laii, to 
which we gave chace ; but there being very little wind, 
we manned and armed our barge, pinnace, and the 
Trial’s pinnace, and fent them to take her, and at eight 
they boarded and took her, and brought her to us at 
half an hour pall ten. She was called the Carman, 
commanded by Signior Marcus Marina, and came out 
of Payta the day before, bound to Callao, laden with 
iron and cloth, being a very valuable cargo. We 
found on board an Irifiiman, named John WiUiams, 
who pretended himfelf a prifoner amongfi them, and 
with much feeming joy entered with us. He inform¬ 
ed us, that, amongfi: other fiiips in the port of Payta, 
they left in the road a bark which was taking in 
400,000 dollars, w kh which flic would fail for Panama 
in a day or two at fartheft ; and the Spanifh prifoners 
bein‘>- examined, and confirming tha intelligence, and 
fartht-r giving fome account of the firength of the 
place, the Commodore refolved to attack it this very 
night* and made preparations accordingly. Mr. 
Thomas Simmers, mate of our fhip, with one mid- 
fifipman and about 10 or 11 men, were fent to com- 
' mand and take care of this laft prize. At four m the 
afternoon, Point Nontira bore t.. by S. halfS. diftant 
eight leagues. At ten at night, we fent our barge, 
pinnace, and 'frial’s pinnace, to attack the town of 
Payta by farprize. 'I hcy had 49 men well armed, and 
were commanded b>' the lieutenants Brett, Dennis, and 
Huf^hes, who had ordw-s, if pofliblc, to fccure the 
governor oli Payta, and fend him prifoner on board, in 
order by that means to procure a fupply of provifions, 
and a ranfom for the town. Half an hour after eleven 
wc founded, and found 43 fathom water, the ground 
mud, the ifiand of Lobos bearing N. N. E. at the 
diftance of three or lour miles. At feven in the morn¬ 
ing Point Onado, being the point that forms the bay 
of Payta, bore S. S. K. two miles diftant; and the 
town of Pavta at the fame time began to open in a 
dired line with it, diftant about four miles; foon after 
which we faw our Britilh colours flying on the caftle. 
At ten the Trial’s boat came on board, loaded with 
gold and filver, corn, wrought plate, jewels, and rich 
moveables. They informed us, that they took the 
town about two in .thc.morning; and that, though 
the Spaniards had fome time before been apprized of 
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our intent, they yet made a very faint refiflance h • 
fired but two guns from their caftle before 
landed, and a lew fmall arms afterwards, whenth^'^^ 
quitted the town with the greateft precipitation 
governor and his family made their cfcapc in Ta . 
hafte, that his lady was handed out of a window"^ 
no other cloths to cover her but her fliift. y\]j 
habitants fled in the like confufion, except fomcnIl^ 
women and children. In this adion we loft one? 
Peter Obrian. the Commodore’s fteward, \\howasft ’ 
through the breaft by a mufquct-ball; and had 
w'ounded, to wit, yVrthur Lufk, a quartcr-niaflcr aH 
the Spanifii pilot of the Terefa, whom we had made uf 
of as a guide; the firft through the fleftiy part of ih 
arm near the fhouldcr, the fecond through the wrift 
but neither dangcroufly: and I have had it reponed 
from fcveral officers then on fliore, that our men ran 
to the'attack, and fired in fo irregular a manner, that 
it was, and ftill remains a doubt, w hether thofe wcie 
not fiiot by our people rather than by the enemv. 

The town of Payta, at the time of the attack, hail 
a fort w ith eight guns mounted, which commanded the 
town and harbour; and the balcony of the governor’s 
houfe, w hich again commanded that fort, together with 
fcvcral other houfes, was lined with anned men, of 
which there might be about 400 in the town; butihcfc 
people having enjoyed a long peace, and being ener¬ 
vated by the luxury fo cuftomary in thofe pans, their 
arms in a bad condition, and no perfon of experience or 
courage to head them, it is no wonder that they made 
fo fmall a rcfiftaiice, and were all driven out of the 
town in Icfs than half an hour by only 49 men; but 1 
believe the noife of two drums which wc made ufc 
of, together with the fuddennefs of the furprize, 
contributed to intimidate them, and facilitated oar 
fuccefs. 

On our getting pofreflion of the caftle, our com¬ 
manding ofliccr very inconfiderately ordered the guns 
to be thrown over the walls, which accordingly was 
executed; but fome time after reflecting on the ill 
confequence which might attend that proceeding, 
he ordered tw'O of them to be got up and re¬ 
mounted. 

At eleven our barge came on board, loaded with 
money, plate, and jew'els. This town contains al^t 
140 or 150 houfes; there are in it two churches, which, 
together with the governor’s houfe and caftle, are the 
only remarkable buildings. There are fevcral large 
rtore-houfes full of rich European, Afian, and American 

goods, all w hich were deftroyed w hen we fet the town 

on fire ; of which in its place. The town lies inlan- 
tude 5 deg. 3 min. §. and longitude from London 80 
deg. 48 min. 'W. This afternoon w^c employed^*'' 
fclves in getting off the plunder, and provifions g 1 no^ 
and fowls, w hich were here in great plenty. In 
ing wc anchored in 10 fathom water, the 
from us S. by E. half E. at about three mik^ thiiane, 
not being able to get farther in, by rcafon of the a 
of wind from off the land. » , rl in 

From this time to the 15th, wc were emplovc 

getting on board the plunder, which chiefly con*^ ^ ^. 
rich brocades, laccd cloaths, bales of fine 
woollens, Britannia's, flays, and the like; of 

a great number of hogs, fome fliecp and 
Spanifii brandies and w ines, a great fttiantityoi 0 ^ 
olives, fwect-mcacs, and many other things t^ ^j 
to name, all which the Tailors hoped would na 
equally divided among the fliip’s companies, 
found themfclves di&ppointed. . one 

Wc found in the road, one fliip, 
fehooner, and two quarter-gallics, ‘'tA j 

polfcffion of. The 14th, in the morning, 
bark-log, as they call it, being a fort of ^ j vi:!} 
t^c fiumps of trees fiificiied together, 
poles, and covered with fmall twigs {f0 

with fcveral people in her coming jn het, 

the fouthwai^. She had a fort of maft bet: 

and at firft light wc knew not what to ma 
and none of our own boats being on bo^ ' jK 
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he Carmen’s boat, with Mr. Langdon, a midlhipinan, 
^"ho commanded in the fccond place on board that 
fhin and feme armed people, to purfue them, who 
^ rceivingit put on Ihore, and made their efcape over 
rocks. Mr. Langdon took their bark-log, which 
he^und to be laden with dried fifli, which we fuppofe 
they carrying to Payta for a market. This 
veninc' the Spaniards, who had all along appeared in 
ercat numbers from the hills, and were now conlider- 
ably incrcafed, making a flicw of warlike preparations, 
as if they defigned in the night to attack.our people in 
the town, they thereupon barricaded the flrccts, and 
kept very ftrn 51 : watches, to prevent a furprize. Several 
negroes delivered themfclves up, defiring to be made 
prijners, that they might have fome food, and more 
Specially water, to keep them from perifliing ; for 
the country thereabouts being for many miles round 
quite barren and fandy, without either water or any 
^hcr thing nccefiary for life, and the nearefl: town 
to them, named as I think Sancla Cruz, whence relief 
might be got, being a day and a half or two days 
iourncy olf, the people who had left the town were in 
a fiarvino' condition, and we had melancholy accounts 
offeveral dying among them for want chiefly of water 
during our fmall flay; and yet fo greatly were they 
infatuated or frightened, that they never offered to 
treat for the ranfbm of the place, which if they had 
done, I believe it would not have been deflroyed ; in 
which cafe, they might have fecured to themfclves 
net only the r habitations, but provifions and water 
enoU' h (till they could have got a frcfli recruit), 
which we Ihould on that condition have readily left 
iheu. 

The town feems to be very unhappily fituated on 
that and fome other accounts they having no water 
but what i' brought them by land-carriage from feveral 
le.igucs off; fo that they arc obliged to keep very con- 
fid:rable quantities by them in earthen jars, not only 
frr t'^eir own ufc, but for the fhips who frequently 
touc i He e, w'hcrc they likew fe often unload, and take 
in frolh cargoes. They are in, the fame cafe as to grain, 
bread, and almoft all other necefTaries of life ; and lie 
fo open to an enemy, that the town has been often 
taken and ruined by the Englilh, Dutch, and French j 
all which inconveniences, one would imagine, fliould 
tempt them to change their fituation: but then the 
convenicncy of their trade is fo great, being the only 
proper place they can pitch on for a mart between 
Panama and Peru, that they prefer this lucrative con¬ 
venience to all other ebnfiderations. 

Among the flaves w'ho had defired to be entertained 
m our fervicc, was one, who, having been a flave in 
Jamaica, had on the death of his mafler obtained his 
liberty, and thereupon entered himfelf a fervant to one 
of the South Sea Company’s fadlors, whom he accom¬ 
panied to Porto Bello and Panama, and there got into 
the ferv icc of a Spanifli gentleman, who took a great 
fancy to him, and with whom he went to Lim:^ in 
in Peru, where this mafler llkewife dying left him a 
^^*ry confiderablc legacy; but the power being now in 
the hands of his executors, they not only defrauded him 
of this legacy, but made him a flave a fecond time. 

1 ^ Was now at Payta with one of his new mafters, en 
is paflugc froni Lima to Panama, when he took this 
opportunity to come over to us; and being a very 
andy fellow, and accuftomed to wait on gentlemen, 

5 immediately taken into the Commodore’s fer- 
icc, came with us into England, and, I believe, con- 
inued with him till his death. This perfon gave us 
ouie information of the defigns of the Spaniards on 
ore, and told us we had killed one or two of them, 
npv feveral others; but this account w'as 

Th ^ farther confirmed. 

j morning, we fent on'fhore all our 
allrii* of our Indian prifoners, keeping 

Indians, to aflift in 
or m ^ &c. To the blacks, who were all 

promifed their liberty in 
» in cafe they would fland by and aflifl us 


againfl our enemies the Spaniards ; which they all pro- 
miled very cordially: but we could foon difeuver, that, 
nocwithflanding their feeming condefCenfion, inofl of 
them would have much rather continued in the fervice 
oi their old maflers, than fail to accept of liberty with 
us; not that I believe thofc people were in love with 
llaveiy, or would not willingly have had their liberty, 
but then it mufl been their own terms, the Spaniards 
in thofc parts being in great awe of the Indians, 
whom, though they have fubdued, and feein to have 
mcorpcxratcd among them, they dare not trufl, but keep 
thefc blacks as guards, and ufc them well. The truth 
IS, thole Indians have flill preferved, by tradition from 
father to fon, the memory of the great cruelties which 
the firft Spaniards exercifed in thofe parts, and are 
angry enough at their prefent hard ufage. They look- 
on themfclves as the natural lords of the country, and 
the Spaniards as covetous intruders, and cruel in¬ 
human tyrants; and want only opportunity to make 
them fenlible of their refentment, and to recover their 
loft country and liberty. 'Tis on this account that the 
Spaniards are very kind to their black Haves, whom 
they cherilh «and encourage highly, and look on them 
m the fame light of a flanding militia, always ready 
to arm againfl thofe Indians; fb that, though the ne¬ 
groes in all other plantations in the W^eft Indies are 
ever ready for revolts and rebellions, thefe on the con¬ 
trary, are always ready to defend their kind mafters 
with their lives. In effeefl they live very cafy, are 
favoured by the Spaniards, and fcorn and infult the 
poor Indians, who in return hate and dcrefl both them 
and their maflers; that being all that is left in theif 
power* 

This day an ordcl* was given to Mt. Brctti t^e thert 
commanding officer on fliore, to burn and deflroy the 
town entirely, the two churches, which flood a httle 
out of the way of the reft, only excepted ; the Spaniards, 
as has been already faid, nevet having made any ad¬ 
vance towards treating for its ranfom. 

But now, before I entirely quit the relation of 'our 
tranfaeflions at this place, it may, perhaps, be expedlcd, 
that I fliould give a more particular account of the 
booty we made, and of the lofs the Spaniards fuflained. 

1 have already obferyed, that there were great quan-j. 
titics of valuable eftedf^ in the town ; but, as mofl of 
them were what we could neither difpofe of, nor cany 
away, the total of this merchandize can only be rudely 
gueffed at. The Spaniards, in their reprefentations 
fentto the Court of Madrid (as we Were afterwards 
affured),: eftimaced their whole lofs at a million tind 
a halfof idollars j and when it isiconfidefcd, that no 
fmall part of the goods we left behind us, were of the 
richert and mofl cxpenfive’ fpecies, as broad-cloths, 
filks, cambrics, velvets, &c* I cannot but think their 
valuation fufficicntly moderate* 

As to ourfelvcs, the acquifition we made, though in* 
confidcrable in comparifon of what we deflroyed, was 
yet far frdm defpicable; for the wrought plate, dollars, 
and other coin, which fell into our hands, amounted to 
upwards of 30,000!. befides feveral rings, bracelets, and 
jewels, whofe intrinfic value wc could not then eflimate; 
and over and above all this, the plunder, Miiich be¬ 
came the property of the immediate captors, was 
very great j fo that, upon the whole, it was by much 
the mofl important booty w'e met with upon that 
coafl. 

There remains flill another matter to be related, 
w^hich on account of the fignal honour which our na¬ 
tional character in thofe pans has tlience received, and 
the reputation which our Commodore in particular 
has thereby acquired, merits a diflinefl: and circumftan* 
tial difculfion. I have already obferved, that all the 
prifoners taken by us, were, before our departure, put 
on fliore, and difeharged, amodgft w'hom there were 
fome perfons of confidcrable diflindion, efpccially a 
youth of about 17 years of age, fon of the Vicc-prefu 
dent of the Council of Chili. As the barbarity of the 
buccaniers, and the artful ufes the ecclefiaflics had 
made of it, had filled the native® of thofe countric.^ 
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with the moft terrible ideas of Englilh cruelty, we 
always found our prifoners, at their firrt coming on 
board us, to be extremely dejected, and under great 
horror and anxiety; particularly this youth, who, 
having never been from home before, lamented his 
captivity in the moft moving manner, regretting, in 
very plaintive terms, his parents, his brothers, his 
fifters, and his native country; of all which, he was 
fully perfuaded, he had taken his laft farcwel, believing 
that he was now devoted for the remaining part of his 
life to an abjed and cnjel fervitude. Indeed, his 
companions on board, and all the Spaniards that came 
into our power, had the fame defponding opinion of 
their lltuation. Mr. Anfon conftantly exerted his 
utinoft endeavours to efface thofe terrifying impref- 
lionsthcy had received of us, always taking care, that 
as many of the principal people among them as there 
was room for flioiild dine at his table by turns; and 
giving the moft peremptory orders, too, that they 
Ihould always be treated with the utmoft decency and 
humanity; but, notvvithrtanding this precaution, it was 
generally obferved, that for the firft day or two they did 
not quit their fears, fufpeding the gentlcnefs of thair 
ufage to be only preparatory to fome unthought of ca¬ 
lamity. However, being at length convinced of our 
fmcericy, they grew perfedly cafy in their lituation, 
and remarkably chearful; fo that it was often difputa- 
ble, whether or no they confidcred their being detained 
by us a.s a misfortune: for the youth I have above men¬ 
tioned, who was near tw'o months on board us, had at 
laft fo far conquered his melancholy furmdes, and had 
taken fuch an aftetftion to Mr. Anfon, that it is doubt¬ 
ful tome, whether, if his own opinion had been afked, 
he would not have preferred a voyage to England 
in the Centurion, to the being fet on ftiore at Payta, 
where he was at liberty to return to his country and 
friends. 

This condud of the Commodore to his prifoners, 
which wa.s continued without interruption or devia¬ 
tion, gave th«MTi all the higheft idea of his humanity and 
benevolence, and occafioned them, likcwifc, (as man¬ 
kind are fond of forming general opinions) to enter¬ 
tain very favourable thoughts of the whole Englifti 
nation. But whatever they might be difpofed to think 
of Mr- Anfon before the capture of the Tcrcfa, their 
veneration for him was prodigioufly incrcafed by his 
condud towards the ladies whorh he took in chat 
veftel; for, being informed that there were among 
them a mother and two daughters of exquifite beauty, 
who were of quality, he not only gave orders that they 
fhould be left in fuH polfcirioh of their own apartments, 
but alfo forbid, on the fevereft penalties, any of the 
common people on board from approaching them ; and, 
that they might be the more certain of having riicfe or¬ 
ders complied w'ith,or of having the means of complain- 
ingif they were not, he permitted the pilot, who inSpa- 
nilh (hips is generally the fecond perfonon board, toltay 
with them as a guardian and protedor. Thefe were 
meafures that feemed fo different from what might 
have been expeded from an enemy and an heretic, 
that the Spaniards on board, though they had them- 
felves experienced his beneficence, were furprized at 
this new inffance of it; and more fo, as all this 
was done without folicitation, and without theinterpo- 
fition of one friend to intercede in their favour. The 
ladies w'ere fo fcnfiblc of the obligations they owed him 
for the care and attention with which he proteded 
them, that they abfolutely refufed to go on fhore at 
Payta, till they had been permitted to wait on him on 
board the Centurion to return him thanks in perfon. 
Indeed, all the prifoners left us with the ftrongeff 
affuranccs of their grateful remembmnee of his un¬ 
common treatment: a jefuit, in particular, whom the 
Commodore had taken, and who was an ccclcfiaftic of 
fome dirtindion, could not help expreffmg himfcif with 
great thankfulnefs for the civilities he and his country¬ 
men had found on board, declaring that he ffiould 
confider it as his duty to do Mr. Anfon juffice at all 
times, adding that his ufage of the men prifoners was 
3 


fuch as could never be forgotten, and fuch 

ffiould never fail - .. « : 


to acknowledge upon alloc„? ''' 
iviour to the ladies U’ne 


but that his behaviour to the ladies was fo 


nary, and fo extremely honourable, that he d k ^ 
all the regard due to his own ecclcfiaftical 
w'ould be fulBcient to render it credible. Ld 
were afterwards informed, that he and the rdl f 
prifoners had not been filent on this head- b ° ^ 
both at l.inaa and at other places, they had’ 
greaceff encomiums to our Commodore; 
jefuit, in particular, as we were told, on his acc 
interpreted in a lax and hypothetical fenfe, that 
of his church which aflerts the impolRbility of he = 
being faved. But to return: 

After we had finilhed our bufinefs, fet the town' 
flames, and got the treafure on board, Mr. Brett th” 
olHcer who commanded the attack, having colleffed h‘ 
men together, was directing his march towards thl 
beach where the boats waited to take them on board 
when the Spaniards on the hill behind the town ob 
ferving his retreat, refolved to try if they could not 
precipitate his departure, and thereby lay Ibniefounda 
tion for future boafting. To this end a party of horfe 
all picked men lingled out for this daring enterprize 
marched down the hill with much feeming rcfolution* 
fo that, had we not entertained a juff opinion of their 
prowefs, we might have imagined, that, now we were 
upon the open beach, with no advantages offituation 
they would certainly have charged us: but we pre- 
fumed, and we were nor miffaken, that aUl this was 
mere offentacion ; for, notwithftanding the pomp and 
parade they at ffrff came on with, Mr. Brett had no 
fooncr ordered his men to halt and face about, than the 
enemy ffopt their career, and never dared to advance a 
flop father. 

When our people arrived at their boats and were 
ready to go on board, they were for fome time retanied 
by milling one of their numberand being unable, on 
their mutual enquiries among each other, to infom 
thenifelves where he w as left, or by what accident de¬ 
tained, they, after a confiderable delay, refolved to get 
into their boars and to depart without him: but when 
the laft man was^adually embarked, and the boats were 
juft putting off^. they heard him ca’llingto them to take 
him in. The place was by this time fo thoroughly 
on lire, and the fmoke covered the beach fo ctFec- 
tiially, that they could fcarccly difeerri him, though 
they heard his voice. However, the Lieutenant 
inftantly ordered one of the boats to his relief, 
who found him up to the chin in water, for he had 
waded as tar as-he durft, being extremely frightened 
with the apprchcnlioijs of falling into the hands of an 
enemy, enraged, as they doubtlefs were, at tlv* pillage 
and deftruCtion of their town. On enquiring into the 
caufc of his ftaynng behind, it was found that he haJ 
taken that morning too large a dofe of brandy, which 
had thrown him into fo found a fleep. that he did not 
awake till the fire came near enough to fcorch him^ 
He was ftraagely amazed, at firft opening his eyes, to 
fee the houfes on a blaze on one lide, and fcvenil 
Spaniards and Indian.? not far from him oh the other. 
The greatnefs and fuddennefs of his fright 
reduced him into a ftate of fobricty, and gave hinj 
fufiicienr prefence of mi nd to piifti through thethicKd 
of the fimoke, as the li kel ieft means to cfcapc the enemv, 
and, making the beft of his way to the beach, hf ran 
as far into the water as he durft (for he could not h' ln'/' 
before he venmred to look back. ^ 

By the.timc our people had helped tbeir 
out of the w'nttT, and were making the belt 
w'ay to the rquadron, the flames had taken 
of every part of the town, and burnt fo 
by means of the combuftibles chat had been 
for chat purpofe, and by the flightrKTsof the 
of which the houfes were compofed, and their aptn 


clforti 


to take fire, that it vvti.s fufficiently apparent no c 
of the enemy (though they fiocked down in 
numbers) could poffibly put a flop to it, or 
the entire ckilrudion of th • place, and all 








































^ s 8 sf-jf jf r-s.s s g-s ss fi IS3 s E,1 B-is.6'i>l^'S'S.5 goi'SSS s s-a g-s-.g« -xs^ a.s s«-*-s-8 » b« 































































































































































































































































































































































































































VOYAGE ROUND the WORLD. 


3JI 


h ndizcfioncained therein. Mr. Brett had the curio 

delineate its appearance, together with that of the 
(Hios in the harbour. 

Ourdctachment having nowfafclyjoinedthcfquadron, 
•he Commodore prepared to leave the place the lame 
’vrninff. Ac feven, Cape Blanco, in latitude 4 deg. 
Is min. S. and longitude 88.deg. 16 min. W. from 
London, bore from us S. S. K. half E. about feven or 
eight miles diftant. This afternoon and the next day 
^•ewere employed in taking the moft ufeful and valua¬ 
ble things out of the Santa 1 erela and the Payta bark : 
we likcwife defigning to take every nccefiary thing 
which we conveniently could out of the Santa Tcrefa, 
in Older to deltroy her, and bring our rtrength into a 
kfs compals, we took her in tow, and fee the Payta 
bark on fire with the fame view. The next day we 
deftroyed the Santa Terefa in the fame manner, 
having got out of them both fome anchors, cables, 
hawfepi, yards, and top-malls, blocks, bales of goods, 
and fevcral other neceffaries. 

The 17th, at three in the afternoon, the Gloucefter, 
with a prize of hers in tow, joined us. This prize was 
called the Del Oro. and was chiefly laden with wine; 
however, out of her and a finall boat which they took 
going along Ihorc, they got, in gold, lilver, and wrought 
place, to about the value of 17 or i8,oool. Thefe 
two were all the prizes the Glouccftcr cook in thofc 


feas. 

On board this prize of the Glouccfler w^ere two 
horfes, w'hich being, I fuppofe, fat, and probably 
better food chan their fait beef or pork, they killed and 
cat them; and this, I imagine, gave ground to that 
fiction which one of the fpurious accounts of our 
voyage has given, of our eagerly hunting and eating 
wild horfes, whereas in reality we never faw nor heard 
of a wild horfe during our voyage. 

The Glouceffcr had chaced two or three flfps 
which had cfcapcd her, and one of thofe touched at 
Payta; ami though they could give no certain account 
thatthc Ibip which had chaced them was an enemy, yet 
the circumllances they gave were fo ftrong, that it put' 
the pc^Ie of Payta upon fecuring their treafure, and 
the M of their cfFecls, not caring to be too w ell 
provided for the profit of fuch unwelcome vifitants. 

The 21 ft, at half paft five in the morning, we faw 
the i(land of Plata, fo called from Sir Francis Drake's 
having,as it is faid, divided the treafure he took in the 
South Seas at this place. At two this afternoon the 
port of Manta bore S. E. by E. diftant about eight or 
nine leagues. Wc at this time fent fix months pro 
vihons on board the Carmen; and all the (hips had 
orders, in cafe of feparation, for ILveral rendezvoufes on 
the coatl ol .Mexico, or, in cafe of not meeting there, 
to make the beft of their way to Macao, in China, 
^hcrc they were to await the arrival of the Commo¬ 
dore. 


The 22nd, 1 divifion W’as made of the plunder of 
a)ta, and the Commodore not appearing in that 
f pleafure, and to the entire 

atisfaaion, of five or fix (no doubt) very difintcrclled 
';;ers; and, indeed, moft things of this nature, 
unng the courfe of the voyage being managed with 
e aine diferetion and honour, no room was left for 
omplaining of particular partialities. 

however, we cannot help remarking a very 
between the relation given by 
given by Mr. Walters; the 
alTertcd, that the Commodore did not 
hiR n diftribution; the latter, that it was by 

arifen 1 ^‘oanagement, that a jealoufy, which had 
thofp were the real captors, and 

moHir 4° rtnnained on board the fhip, w'as accom- 
in a rn ■Walters' account will fet this matter 
ky . And now, fays he, (while the lliips 

vhirh of joining the Gloucefter) a jealoufy, 

^*kea its rife at Payta, between thofe who 
harl^ ^^^'omanded on ftiore for the attack, and thofe 
continued on board, grew to fuch a height. 


that the Commodore, being made acquainted with it, 
thought it necelTary' to interpofc his authority to op- 
pofe it. The ground of this animofity was the plunder 
gotten at Payta, which thofe w'ho had aifled on ftiorc had 
appropriated to thcmfclves, confidering it as a reward 
tor the rifqucs they had run, and the refolution they 
h.i.dtlic\vn in that lervice. But thole who had remained 
on board looked on this as a very partial and unjuft 
procedure, urging, that, had it been Eit to their choice, 
they Ihould have preferred the adiing on Ihore to the 
continuing on board; that their duty while the’"* com¬ 
rades were on fiiore was extremely fatiguing; for, bc- 
lidcs the labour of the day, they were conftantly under 
arms all night, to fecure the prifoners, whofe numbers 
exceeded their own, and of whom was then necef- 
fary to. be extremely watchful, to prevent any attempts 
they might have formed in that critical conjuncTurc: 
that, upon the whole, it could not be denied, but that 
the prefence of a fufRcicnt force on board was 4s nc- 
ceflarv t d the fuccefs of the enterprize, as the adion of 
the others on fhorc; and, therefore, thofe who had 
continued on board maintained, that they could not be 
deprived of their fhare of the plunder without manifeft 
injufticc. Thefe were the contefts amongft our men, 
which were carried on with great heat on both fidcs; 
and, though the plunder in queftion was a very trifle 
in comparifon of the treafure taken in the place (in 
which there was no doubt but thofe on board had an 
equal right), yet as the obftinacy of the failors is not 
always regulated by the importance of the matter ii^ 
difpiite, the .Commodore thought it ncccflary to put 
a ftop to this ferment betimes. Accordingly, the 
morning after our leaving Payta, he ordered all hands 
upon the quarter-deck, where addrcfling himfclf to 
■ thofe who had been detached on Ihore, he commended 
their behaviour, and thanked them for their fcrvices on 
that OGcalion; but then, reprefencing to them the rca- 
foiis urged by thofe who had continued on board, for 
an equal diftribution of the plunder, he told them, that 
he thought thefe reafons very coiiclullve, and that the 
expedtations of their comrades were juftly founded; 
and therefore, he inliftcd, that, not only the men, but 
all the officers likewufe who had been employed in 
taking the place, lliould produce the whole of their 
plunder immediately upon the quarter-deck, and that 
it fliould be impartially divided amongft the whole 
crew, in proportion to each man’s rank and commif- 
lion; and, to prevent thofe who had been in pofleftion 
of the plunder from murmuring at this diminution of 
their ftiarc, the Commodore added, that, as an en- 
courgement to others w’ho might be hereafter employed 
on like fervices, he would give his entire fhare to be 
diftributed amongft thofe who had been detached for 
the attack of the place. Thus, this troubleforiie affair, 
which, if permitted to have gone on, might, perhaps, 
have been attended with mifehievous confcquences, 
was, by the Commodore’s prudence, foon appeafed, to 
the general fatisfadion of the fhip's Company: not but 
there were fome few whofe felfifti difpofitions were un¬ 
influenced by the juiticc of this procedure, and who 
were incapable of difeerning the force of equity, 
however glaring, when it tended to deprive then; 
of any part of what they had once got into their 
hands.” 

Being now joined by the Glouccftcr and her prize, it 
was refolved that wc ftiould ftand to the northward, 
and make the beft of our way either to Cape St. Lucas 
on California, or to Cape Corientes on the coaft: of 
Mexico. Indeed, the Commodore when at Juan Fer¬ 
nandez, had determined to touch in the neighbourhood 
of Panama, and to endeavour t6 get fome correfpon- 
dence over land with the fleet under the command of 
Admiral Vernon; for when we departed from England, 
we left a large force at Portfmouth, which was intended 
to be fent to the Weft Indies, there to be employed in 
an expedition againft fome of the Spanifh fettlements. 
And Mr. Anfon, taking it for granted that this enter- 
prize had fucceeded, and that Porto Bello perhaps 
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might be then garrifoncd by Britifli troops, he hoped 
that, on his arrival at the ifthmus, he Ihould cafily pro¬ 
cure an intcrcourfc with our countr)mcn on the other 
fide, either by the Indians, who were greatly dlfpolcd in 
our favour, or even by the Spaniards thcmfelvcs, fome 
of whom for proper rewards might be induced to carry 
on this intelligence;, which, alter it was once begun, 
might be continued with very little difficulty; fo that 
Mr. Anfon flattered himfelf, that he might by this 
means have received a reinforcement of men from the 
other fide, and that, by fettling a prudent plan of opera¬ 
tions w’ith our Commanders in the Weft Indies, he 
might have taken even Panama itfelf, which would 
have given to the Britifh nation the poflcffion of that 
ifthmus, w hereby we fliould have been in ettedt mafters 
of all the treafures of Peru. 

Such were the projedls w hich the Commodore re¬ 
volved in his thoughts, at the iftand of Juan Fernandez, 
notwithftanding the feeble condition to w’hich he was 
then reduced ; but in examining the papers w hich were 
found on board the Carmclo, the firft prize we took, 
we learned, that our attempts againft Carthagena had 
fliiled, and that there was no probability that our fleet 
in that part of the world would engage in any new 
enterprize that would at all facilitate this plan. Mr. 
Anfon therefore gave over all ho})es of being reinforced 
acrofs the iflhmus, and conl'cquently had no induce¬ 
ment at prefent to proceed to Panama, as he was in¬ 
capable of attacking the place, and there was great 
reafon to believe that, by this time, there was a general 
embargo on all the coaft. 

The only fcafiblc meafurc, then, which was left us, 
was to fleer as fcon as poffible to the fouthern parts 
of California, or to the adjacent coaft of Mexico, there 
to cruife for the Manilla galleon, which we knew was 
now at fea, bound to the port of Acapulco; and we 
doubted not but to get on that ftation time enough 
to intercept her; but there was a bufinefs which wc 
forefaw would occaflon fome delay, and that was the 
recruiting our water, it being impoffible to think of 
venturing upon this paflage to the coaft of Mexico till 
wc had procured a frefli fupply. It was for fome time 
a matter of deliberation, where we fliould take in this 
neceflary article; bur, by confulting the accounts of 
former navigators, and examining our prifoners, we at 
Jaft rcfolved for the ifland of Quibo, lituaced at the 
mouth of the bay of Panama. Nor was it but on good 
grounds that the Commodore conceived this to be 
the properefl place for watering the fquadron. Indeed, 
there w as a fmall illand called Cocos, which was lefsout of 
our way thanC^ibo, where fome of the buccaniers had 
j^reteiided to find water; but none of our prifoners 
knew arty thing of it, and it w as thought too danger¬ 
ous to rifque the fafety of the fquadron, by expoling 
ourfelvcs to the hazard of not meeting with water 
when wc came there, on the mere authority of thofe 
legendary writers, of whofe mifreprefentations and 
falfitics vye had alaiofl daily experience. Determined, 
therefore, to take in water at Quibo, wc directed our 
courfe northward, being eight iail in company, and 
confcqucntly having the appearance of a very formi¬ 
dable fleet; and on the igth, at day-break, we dis¬ 
covered C ape Blanco, bearing S. S. E. half E. feven 
miles cliftant. By this time we found that our laft 
prize, the Solidad, was far from anfw cring the character 
given of her as a good failcr; and flie and the Santa 
Tcrcfa delaying us conftderably, the Commodore com¬ 
manded them to be cleared of every thing that might 
prove ufefui to the reft of the fliips, and then to be 
burnt. And having given proper inftruefthons; and ap¬ 
pointed a rendezvous to the Glouceflcr, and to the 
prizes, in cafe of Separation, we proceeded in our courfe 
for Quibo. 

On the 25th, Point Manta bore S. E. by E. at Seven 
nriles diftance, and there being a town of the fame 
name in the neighbourhood, Captain Mitchell in the 
Glouceftcr took Che opportunity of Setting on fliore 
fcveral of his prifoners. The boats were now daily 
employed in diftributing proviftons on board the 


prizes, to complcat their flock for fix monthT^^T^ 
the Centurion might be the better prepared^r 
the Manilla ihip a warm reception, if happK' 
Ihould fall m our way, the carpenters were rl 
to fix eight flocks on the main and fore tODs° v 
were properly fitted for the mounting of’fiJivq 

On the 25th, wc had fight of the ifiand of Gall 
and from hence we crofled the bay ofPanami • ’ 
our courfe in a diredl line for Quibo. Hcre\vef ^ 11 ? 
in a few days, a very considerable alteration irjh’ 
climate; for, inftead of that uniform teniperat 
where neither the excefs of heat or cold was preva^^ 
wc had now clofe and fultry weather, like that wc im 
with on the coaft of Brazil. Wc had, befides, frcquel 
calms and heavy rains, which we at firll afcriUdto 
the neighbourhood of the Imc, where this kind of 
weather is obferved to obtain at all fcafonsofthe vea 
bur, finding that it attended us for more than 
degrees of north latitude, wc began to fufpeft that the 
ftormy feafon, or, as the Spaniards call it, theVande- 
wals, was not yet paft ; though many writers, partica! 
larly Captain Shelvock, alTcrt, that this feafon begji^ 
in June, and ends in November: but, perhaps, its end 
may not be always regular. 

On the 27th, Captain Mitchell having cleared his 
largeft prize, (lie was likewife Set on fire; and now our 
fleet confifted only of five fliips, and wc were fortunate 
enough to find them all good failers. On the 3rd of 
December we had a view of the ifland of Quibo, the 
eaft end of w hich bore from us N. N. W. four leagues 
diftanr, and the ifland of Quicara W. N. W. at about 
the fame diflancc. When we had thus got light of 
land, wc found the wind to hang weflcrly; and there¬ 
fore, night coming on, w'e thought it advifable to (land 
off till morning, as there are faid to be fome Ihoals at 
the entrance of the channel. At fix the next morning, 
Point Marrato bore N. E. half N. three or four leagues 
diftant. In weathering this point, all the fquatEon, 
except the Ccntiiricn, were very near it; and the 
Glouccfter, being the leevvard-moft (hip, was forced to 
tack and ftand to the fouthward ; fo that wc loft fight 
of her; and, thewind proving unfavourable, wefawher 
no more till we quitted the ifland. At feven in the 
evening we anchored in the Canal Bueno, or Good 
Channel, which is at leaft Ibc miles in breadth, muddy 
ground. Next morning an officer was difpatchcd on 
Ihorc to difeover the watering-place, who, having found 
it, returned before noon ; .and then we lent our long¬ 
boat for a load of water, and at 'the fame time weightd 
and flood further in with our fliips, for the convenience 
of being fiooner fupplied; lb that wc w cr.e little more 
than two days in laying in all the wood and water we 
wanted. Whilft the (hip continued here at anchtor, 
the Commodore, attended by. fomc of his officers, went 
in a boat to examine a bay which lay to the northwa^ 
and they afterwards ranged all along the eaftcrniidc 
of the ifland. In the places where they put on moi«, 
in the courfe of this expedition, they, generally 

the foil to be rich, and met with great plenty 01 c.* 
cellent water. In particular, near the nortb-caft Ffj'’ 
of the ifland, they difeovered a natural 
furpalTcd, as they conceived, every thing of thiS j ^ 
which human art had ever yet produced. M 
river of tranfparent w'atcr, about 40 yards 
rolled down a declivity of near 150 feet in lc^‘ 
The channel itfelf w^as very irregular, intirclv v 
pofed of rocks, both its fides and bottom f.}j. 
up of large detached blocks, and by thefc thecourk^^^ ^ 
water was frequently interrupted; for in Tome n 
ran floping with a rapid but uniform motion, 'V 
others it tumbled over ledges of rocks with 
dicular defeent. On the ncighbourliood r 
was a fine wood; and even the huge mafles 
which over-hung the w'atcr, and w'hich by 
projedions formed the inequalities of 
were covered wiili lofty forefl trees. at- 

modore, with thofe who accompanied him, ^ 
tentivcly viewing this place, and were 
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r^jl^Icndingsof the ^vatcr, the rocks and the 

there came in fight, as it were to heighten and 
'"^ate the profpea:, a prodigious flight of mackaws, 
uih hovering over this fpot, and often w heeling and 
on the wing above it, afforded a moft brilliant 
^ nCIncc, by theilittcring of the fun, and their va- 
^•^ted plumage; fo that lomcof the fpcdlacors cannot 
from a kind of tranfport when they recount the 
Cauties which occurred in this extraordinary waterfal. 
^In three days we compleated our bufinefs in this 
olacc and were impatient to depart, that we might ar- 
nve time enough on the coafl: of Mexico, to intercept 
the galleon; but the wind, being contrary, detained us 
anight; and the next day, w'hen w^e had gained an 
offing while we WTre hovering about in hopes of get¬ 
ting hght of the Glouceftcr, we on the 20th defeerned 
a fmall fail to the northward of us, to which we gave 
chace, and coming up with her took her. She proved 
to be a bark from Panama, called the Jefu Nazareno, 
laden with oakum, rock fait, and a fmall quantity of 
money to purchafe a cargo of provifions at Cheripe, 
an inconfiderable village on the continent, which, 
however, has a good market, from whence future voy¬ 
agers, in cafe ot neceflity may be plentifully fupplied. 

On the 12th of September we joined the Gloucefter, 
who informed us, that, in tacking to the fouthward, 
on her firft approach towards the illand, (he had fprung 
her fore-top-maft, which had difabled her from work¬ 
ing to windward, and prevented her from joining us 
fooner. We now fcuttled and funk the Jefu Naza- 
teno, and, on the 12th of December, ftood to the wcfl- 
ward, having previoufly delivered frefli inftrudtions for 
the condu(fl of the fleet. We had now little doubt of 
arriving foon enough upon our intended ftation, as we 
expected, upon the increafing our ofling from Quibo, 
to fall in with the regular trade-wind; but, to our ex¬ 
treme vexation, ive w^ere baffled for near a month, fo 
that it was the 25th of December before we faw the 
ifland of Qicos, lyhich, according to our reckoning, 
was only 100 leagues from the continent, and even then 
we had the mortification to make fo little way, that we 
did not lofe fight of that ifland again in five days. 
This ifland we found to be in the lat. of 5 deg. 20 
min. N. 

We had flattered ourfelves, that the uncertain and 
wcflcrn gales we met with were ow'ingto the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the continent, from which as we got more 
diliant, we hoped to be relieved by falling in with the 
eaflcrn trade-wind ; but in this too being difappointed, 
wc began at length todefpair of the great purpofe we liad 
in view. This produced a general dejection among us, as 
wchad at firft confidered the projcdlas almoft infallible, 
and had indulged ourfelves in themoft boundlefs hopes 
of the advantages w’c fliould thence receive. However, 
ourdefpondency was, in fome meafure, alleviated by a fa¬ 
vourable change of the wind ; and, as we now advanced 
3 -pace towards our ftation, our hopes began again to rc- 
January, we were advanced to 
tne latitude of 12 deg. 50 min. N. and, on the 26th of 
January, finding ourfelves to the northward of Aca- 
^ ^eked and flood to the eaftward, with a view 
0 nuking the land; and we expedted by our reckon- 
jngs, to have fallen in with it on the 28th, yet, though 
e weather was perfedly clear, we had no fign of it at 
j L night we difeovered a light on the 

rh T? . ^""j.^^ringfrom us N. N. E. and, mqn after, 
Wp^k ^ made the lignal for feeing a fail. As 
a fK* * doubt but that w hat we faw was 

fin 'VC were all extremely animated with a 

hpJl^ Manilla galleon, that had 

atpl objc(ft of our w-iflics. We immedi- 

all n ^ Carmelo, and prcfled forward with 

the making a fignal for the Glouceftcr to do 

Hands ^ K chafed the light, keeping all our 

of refpeciive quarters, under an expcdlation 

hour, as we fometimes 
and a^ ^ • chace to* be about a mile diftant, 

^isconfl- be within reach of our guns. In 

ant and eager attention vve cont inued all'D ight. 


always prefuming that another quarter of an hour 
w'ould bring us up to this Manilla fhip, w^hofe wealth 
vye now eftimated at round millions: but, when day¬ 
light came, we weremoft vexatioufly difappointed, by 
finding that the light which had occafioned all this ex¬ 
pectancy, was only a fire on the fliorc. At fun-riling, 
after this mortifying delufion, w'e found ourfelves about 
nine leagues olT land, extending from the N. W. to K. 
half N. On this land we obferved two remarkable 
hammocks, which bore N. from us, and which aSpa- 
nifh pilot and two Indians affirmed to be over the har¬ 
bour of Acapulco; but we found them egregioufly mif- 
taken, thefe being in 17 deg. 56 min. whereas Acapulco 
lies in 17 deg. only. 

Being now in the track of the Manilla galleon, it 
was a doubt with us, as it was near the end of January, 
whether flie was or was not arrived : but, examining 
our prifoners about it, they aflured us, fhe was fome¬ 
times known to come in after the middle of February; 
and they endeavoured to perfuade us, that the fire we 
had feen on Ihore was a proof that flie was yet at fca, it 
being cuftomary, as they faid, to make ufe of thefe fires 
as lignalsfor herdiredion when flie continued out lon¬ 
ger than ordinary. On this reafoning of our prifoners, 
wcrefolved tocruife for her fome days, and we accord¬ 
ingly fpread our fhips at the diftance of 12 leagues 
from the coaft, in fuch a manner that it was impofliblc 
flie ihould pafs us unobferved; however, not feeing her 
foon, we were very felicitous to gain fome pofitivc in- 
tefligence. With this view the Commodore refolvcd 
to fend a boat under cover of the night into the har¬ 
bour of Acapulco, to fee if the Manilla fliip was there 
or not. To execute this enterprize, the barge was dil- 
patched the6Lh of February, carrying a fiifficicnt crew 
and two officers, as alfo a Spanifli pilot and an Indian. 
Our barge did not return till the nth, when the offi¬ 
cers acquainted Mr. Anfon, that they had miftaken 
the harbour, and that Acapulco lay a confiderable dif- 
rance more to the eaAward, and that, not having a 
fufficient quantity of provifions fortheir paflage thither, 
they were obliged to return to make known their dif- 
appointment. On this intelligence we made fail to the 
eaftward, and the next day we difpatched the barcre. 
with particular inftrudions to keep at a fufficient dif¬ 
tance not to be feen from the fliorc. We watched fix 
days without receiving any intelligence, fo that we be- 
^an to be uneafy for her fafety; but on the 7th 
day file returned with advice, that, being at the 
very place they fought for, though they w ere then ig¬ 
norant of their fituation, they lurprized a fifhing ca¬ 
noe with three negroes, who told us that the Manilla 
galleon arrived at Acapulco on the 9th of January, but 
that, having delivered her cargo, fhe was taking in 
water and provifions in order to return j and that the 
Viceroy of Mexico had by proclamation fixed her de¬ 
parture from Acapulco to the 14th of March. This 
laft news was moft joyfully received by us, flnee we had 
no doubt but fhe muft fall into our hands; and it w-as 
much more eligible to feize her on her return, than it 
would have been to have taken her before her arrival, as 
the money for which llic had fold her cargo, and which 
Ihe would now have on board, w ould be-much more 
cftcemed by us than the cargo itfelf. Thus we were a 
fecond time engaged in an eager cxpcdlation of meeting 
with this Manilla l}u[), which, by the fame of its 
wealth, we had been taught to confidcr as the moft de- 
lireable capture that was to be made on any part of the 
ocean. 

As it was the 19th of February when the barge 
returned, and brought us our intelligence, and the gS- 
Icon was not to fail till the 3d of March, the Commodore 
refolvcd tocontinue the greateft part of the intermediate 
Lime in his prefent ftation to the weft ward of Acapulco 
in order to avoid a difeovery from the ftiore. During 
this interval wc were employed in getting allthings m 
readinefs to engage; and, when the lotig^wifticd^for 
3d of March came, we were all fo ftrongly prepofTefled 
w ith the certainty of our intelligence, and with an af- 
furanceof her coming out of port, that Tome or "ether 
4 U of 
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of ns were conftantly imagining that they difeovered 
one of our cutters returning with a lignal; but, to our 
extreme vexation, both this day and the fucceeding 
night pafTed away without any news of her approach. 
However, w'c did not yet defpair, nor did we abate of 
our vigilance; but, after remaining till the 25th of 
March, we at length concluded, and we afterwards 
found it to be true, that we had been difeovered, and 
that in confequence an embargo had been laid upon the 
galleon,and her departure pollponed till the next year. 

The cutters, having on that day liniflicd their cruife 
before the harbour, returned to the fquadron, and the 
fignal being given for the fleet to join, it was deter- 
jtiined to retire to Chequetan, to take in a frefli fupply 
of water, which w^as then nearly exhnufted. In the 
mean time, a cutter, commanded by Mr. Hughes, 
I.ieutenantof the Trial's prize, was ordered to continue 
olf the harbour of Acapulco for 24 days, in order 
that, if the galleon Ihould fet fail in that time, wc might 
be fpccdily informed of it. 

On the 5th of April we entered the harboiir of Che- 
qiictan, in latitude 17 deg. 36 min. N. about 30 leagues 
to the weftward of Acapulco. The watering-place 
has the appearance of a large Handing lake, without 
any vifiblc outlet into the fca, from which it is fepa- 
rated bya part of thefti*and. 'f'he origin of this lake 
isa rpring that bubbles out <>f the ground, near half a 
mile w ithin the country. VVe found its water a little 
bi'ackilh, butiv: jonfiderably fo towards the fea- 

lidc; for the nearer w'c advanced towards the fpring- 
head, the fofter and frcllicr it proved. This laid us 
under a nccclTity of filling all our calks from the far- 
thcH part of the lake, which was facilitated by means 
of canoes which traverfed the lake, and brought a 
number of fmall cafks to the fide next the beach; 
thence tl-rc water was Hartcd into larg. r velfels in the 
boats, and by that contrivance brought on board with 
very little trouble. 

As the country hcrelibouts, particularly the tra< 5 t of 
coaHcontiguousto .Acapulco, appeared to be wc I! peo¬ 
pled and cultivated, wc hoped to have eafily procured 
from thence fomc frefli provifions, and other rcfrcfli- 
ments, which wc now Hood much in need of. To fa¬ 
cilitate thefe views, the Commodore, the morning after 
w c came to an anchor, ordered a party of 40 nien w'ell 
armed to march into the country, and to endeavour to 
difeover feme town where they were to attempt to fet 
on foot a corrcfpondcnce with the inhabitants; for, 
w hen we had once begun this intercourfe, we doubted 
not but by proper prefents we fliould allure them to 
bring down to us whatever fruits or frefli provifions 
were in their power. As our prizes abounded with va¬ 
rious forts of coarfe merchandize, which were of little 
confequence to us, though to them they would be ex¬ 
tremely valuable, our people were diredted on this oc- 
calionto proceed with thegreatefl: circumfpeeflion, and 
to make as little oflcntatioii of hoftility aspoflibic; for 
we were fenfible wc could Bud no wealth in thofc parts 
worth our notice; and what necelfarics we really 
wanted, we expedfed would be better, and more abun¬ 
dantly fupplied, by an open amicable traffic, than by 
violence and force of aims. But this endeavour of 
opening a commerce with the inhabitants proved in- 
eflddtual. and therefore wc dcfiftcd from any more at¬ 
tempts of the fame nature, contenting ourfclves with 
what we Could procure for ourfclves in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the port w here we lay. We caught fifli in abun¬ 
dance; among the reft cavallies, bream, mullets, foals, 
iiddlc-fifh, and lobfters^*' and w e here, and in no other 
[)hicc, met with that extraordinary.fifti called the tor¬ 
pedo, which is in fliape very much refembling the fid- 
dlc-ftih, and is only diftinguifhed from it in appearance 
by a bFOw n circular fpot of about the bignefs of a 
c/owivpicce, near the ccntei* of its back. This fifli is, 
indeed, of a moft fingular nature, benumbihg who- 
tveif touches it all over his body, but more particularly 
that^imb w hich happens fo come in immcdiate coritaA 
with it. 'Ihe fame eftedf, too, will be in fome degree 
produced by touching the fifli with anything held in 


the hand ; and if has lately been difeovered,'that I 
be communicated like the cle^frical fliock to 
circle, by means of a certain apparatus much^ 
fimple than that which is ufed in experimeius 
tricity. 

1'hc animals w'hich we met with on (horc were 
guanoes, w'ith which the country abounds, 
arc by Ibme reckoned delicious food. \vc fa 
beafts of prey, except we fliould efleem that amDh’l?^ 
ous creature the alligator as fuch, fcveral of which 
people difeovered, but none of them very large T 
is, how’ever, certain, that there were great number f 
tygers in the woods, though none of them .haopenpd 
to make their appearance while we^r^iined upo^ 
coaft. Parrots and pheafants were found in plenn^ b t 
by no means proper for food, being dry and taftekf 
though they were often killed and eaten^ being by fonj 
thought preferable to fait provifions: V 

The pa pah, lime, and a lufl<*TGur plumb, wcit all 
the fruits the woods furnifhed, and of thefe there were 

butafeanty portion; nor was there any other ufeful vc- 
gctable, except brook-lim6, which, being cftcemed an 
antifcorbutic, was fr^uently eaten, though from its 
bitternefs it w’as exceedingly unpalatable. 

While we lay at Chequetan, it was refolvcd, after 
mature deliberation, to deftroy all our prizes, as the 
whole number of men on board our fquadron did not 
amount to the complement of a fourth-rate man-of. 
war. It was therefore judged moft prudent to fet fire 
to the fliips, and to divide the. men betweenfhe Cen¬ 
turion and Gloucefter, now preparing to fee fail for 
China. Befides the neceflary repairs for a voyage of 
fuch length, the removal of their fibres and cargoes 
into the men-of-w ar took up fo much time, that it was 
the end of April before W'e were in a condition to leave 
the place. 

It ftiould have been remarked, that, from this har¬ 
bour of Chequetan w'e difeovered but one pathway 
through the woods into the country; and as‘ this was 
much beaten, we were from that circumftancc con¬ 
vinced, that it w'as not unfrequented by the natives. 
As it pafTed by the fpring-head, and was the only ave¬ 
nue by which the ‘Spaniards could approach to fur- 
prize us, we at fome difiance beyond the fpring-head 
felled feveral large trees, and laid them one upon ano- 
ther acrofs the path,* and at this barricadoe we con- 
ftantly kept a guard. We, befides, ordered our mffl 
employed in watering, to have their arms alwa)‘s in 
readinefs, in cafeof an alarm, and to march inftanilyro 
this poft. And, though our principal intention herein 
was to prevent our being difturbed by the enemys 
horfc,yet it arifwered ano'ther purpofe, which was, to 
hinder our people from ftraggling fihgly into the coun" 
try, where we had rcafon to believe they would be fur- 
prized by the Spaniards, who would doubtlefs be very 
felicitous to pick up fomc of them, iti hopes of 
intelligence of our future defigns. To avoid thisin- 
convenicTlce, the ftri€left brdefs wclx? given to the cen- 
tincls, to let no perfon whatever pafs beyond this polt; 
but, notwithftandihg this precaution, we niilTed one 
Lewis Lcgere, who was the Commodore’s cook. 
he was a frenchman and a Roman Catholic, it 
firft imagined that he had deferred with a view or 
traying all that he knew to the enemy ; though 
peared, by the event, to be an ill-grounded furmik; 
it was afterwards known, that he had been taken ) 
fome Indians, who carried him prifoner to J 
from whence he was tranfported to Mexico, and t 
to Vera Cruz, vvhcte’he.was fhipped on board a' . 
bound to Old Spain. But, the veftel being ^ 
by fome atcident, to pm into Lifbon, Legerc e P 
on ftiore, and was by thcBritifti Confulfent from 
to England; where he gave the firft authentic \ 
of thefafetyof the Commodore, and of his 1 ^ 
tranfadlions in the South Seas. | . .wh 

The relation he gave of his^owh'fcizure, 
rambled into the woods, at fome d iftance from ^ 

ricadoc where he had firft attempted tb j,p 

been ftopt and threatened to be punilhed; 

















































, view was to gather a quantity of limes for his 
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principal -nd that in this occupation he was fur- 
"’“‘'‘J^nawares by four Indians,who (tript him naked, 
P^f^H^ed him in that condition to Acapulco, cx- 
f^rthc fcorching heat of the fun, which at that 
the year ilione with its greateft violence; that 
time 01 I Mexico, his treatment was fufficiently 
aftenvaras, ^ ^.g^rfe of his captivity was a 

ii inftance of the hatred which the Spaniards 
^’"'mall thofe who endeavour to difturb them in the 
Seable poffelTion of the coafts of the South Seas, 
fa T Caere’s fortune was,upon the whole, extremely 
c la; af after the hazards he had run in the Com- 
Sre's fquadron. and the feveritieshe had fuflered 
^ his long confinement among the enemy, a more fa- 
!lrifaftcr attended him on his return to England; for 
IhnJh when he arrived in London, forae of Mr. An- 
Sriends interefted thcmfelves in relieving him 
fronuhe poverty to which his captivitv had reduced 
him vet he did not long enjoy the ben^clit of their hii- 

™nitv fince he was killed in an infignificant night- 
brawl thecaufeof which could fcarcely ever be dif- 


When we were neceflitated to proceed to Chequetan 

to recruit our water, the Commodore conlidercd that 

our arrival in that harbour would foon be known at 
Acapulco- and therefore he hoped, that on t,hc intel- 
lieenceofour being employed in that port, the galleon 
might put to fea, efpecially as Chequetan is fo very 
remote from the courfc generally fteered by the gal¬ 
leons • he therefore ordered the cutter, as has a'ready 
been noticed, to cruife 24 days off the port of Aca¬ 
pulco, and her commander was diredfed, on perceiving 
dicgalleon under fail, to make the bell of his way to 
theCommodore at Chequetan. As the Centurion was 
certainly a much better failer than the galleon, Mr. 
Anfon, in this cafe, refolved to have got to fea as foon 
as poflible, and to have purfued the galleon acrofs the 
Pacific Ocean; however, the Viceroy of Mexico ruined 
this projea, by detaining the galleon in port all the 


year. 

Towards the latter end of April, all things being in 
readinefs for failing, the Centurion and Gloucefler 
weighed anchor; and, after having gained an ofling, 
the prizes were fet on fire, and a canoe fixed to a grap¬ 
ple in the middle of the harbour, with a bottle in it, 
well corked, inclofing a letter to Mr. Hughes. dirediHng 
him to go back immediately to his former ftation be¬ 
fore Acapulco, where he would find Mr. Anfon, who 
refolved to cruife for him in that IVation fomc days. 
Indeed, it was no fmall mortification to us, now we 
were at fea, and the fiormy feafon approaching, that wc 
were detained by the abfence of the cutter, and under 
a ncccflity of (landing towards Acapulco in fearch of 
her. As the time of her cruize had been expired near 
a fortnight, we fufpcdlcd that flic had been difeovered 
from the (hore, and that tho Governor of Acapulco had 
thereupon fent out a force to feizc her; which, as flie 
carried but fix hands, was no very difficult enterpnze. 
However, this being only conjcdlure, the Commodore, 
as foon as he was got clear of the harbour of Chequetan, 
flood along the coafl: to the caffward in fearch of her; 
and, to prevent her frpm paffing by us in the dark, we 
brought-to every night, and carried lights which the 
cutter could not but perceive. 

By the 2nd of May wc w ere advanced w ithin three 
leagues of Acapulco; and having fecn nothing of our 
boat, we gave her over for loft; which, bclidcs the 
compalTionatc concern for our Ihipmates, and for w hat 
it was apprehended they might have fuffered, %yas in 
itfelf a misfortune, which in our prefent fcarcity of 
bands wc w'crc greatly interefted in; (ince the crew 
of the cutter were the flower of our people, purpofe- 
7 picked out for this fervice, as known to be, every- 
wic ot them, of tried and approved refolution, and as 
iKilful fcanicn as ever trod a deck. Ho<\'cvcr, as it 
Was the general belief among us that they wxrc taken 
sod earned into Acapulco, the Commodore’s prudence 
Hggcfltd .a project which wc hoped would recover 


them. This was founded on our Having manf Spanifh 
and Indian prifoners on board, fomeof them of quality. 
The Cortiinodorc, therefore, wrote a letter to the Go¬ 
vernor of Acapulco, tcllLngj him, that he.would relcafe '* 
them all, provided the (governor returned the cutter’s ^ 
crew. This letter was difpatthed by a Spanifli officer, 
of whofc honour wc had a high opinion, and who was 
furniflied with a launch belonging to one of our prizes, 
and a crew of Spaniards, who gave their parole for' 
thtir return. Thb Spanifli officer, too, bcfules the Com¬ 
modore’s letter, carried with him a joint petition, figned ' 
by all the refl of the prifoners, befeeching the Governor 
to acquiefee in the terms propofed for their libeity,^^ 
But while we w'ere thus contriving their relcafe, the' 
ccntinel called out from the mafl-hcad, that he faw a 
boat under fail at a confldcrable diflance to the foutlv 
eaftward, which, to our unfpeakable joy, upon hcB> 
nearer approach, w*e found was our own cutter, the-' 
wan and meagre countenances of whofc crew*, 'the 
length of their beards, and the feeble ahd hollow ton^ 
;of their voices, convinced us that they had fuft'ered 
much greater hardfliips than could be expeded fititn" 
even the feverirics of a Spanifli prifon. They were f 
obliged to be helped into the fliip, and w-erc imme- - 
diately put to bed; where, by reft, and nourifhing diet,' 
with which they w'cre plentifully fupplied from the 
; Commodore’s table, they recovered their health andr 
I vigour. And now 'wt learnt that they had kept the ! 
Tea the whole time of their abfence, w'hich w as above 
[fix weeks; that, w'hcn they had finiflied their cruife,; 
and had juft begun to ply to the weft ward, in order to 
; join the (l]uadron, a ftrong adverfe current had forccd- 
ithem upwards of 80 leagues to leeward, where they* 

I found every where fo great a furf, that there Was' no’ 

' poffibillcy of landing ; that they palTed fome days in 
; the moft dreadful ficuation, without winter, having no 
j other means left them to allay their third than fucking 
the blood of the turtles which they caught; that at laft, 
giving up all hopes of fuccour, the heat of the climate 
‘ too augmenting their necclfitics, and rendering theit 
j fufterings infupportable, they abandoned thcmfelves td 
I defpair, fully perfuaded that they ftiould perifli by the* 
moft terrible of all deaths ; but that -foon after a moft 
unexpeded incident happily relieved them; for there 
fell fo heavy a rain, that, on fpreading their* fails* 
horizontally, and putting bullets in the centers of 
them, they caught as much water as filled their cafks j’ 
that immediately upon this fortunate fupply, they 
ftood to the weft ward in qiicft of the Commodore, 
and being now' luckily favoured by a ftrong currencp 
they joined him in left than 50 hours from that 
time, after having been abfent in the whole full 43 

days. . rt.* ■ 

And now having, to our entire fatisfadion, got on 
board our people, and the feafon of the year for failing 
to Afia being (ar (wc found it too far) advanced, the 
Commodore refolved not to ivait for any return frOhi 
Acapulco, but gave orders to equip two lirge priT^e 
launches, to carry on fliore the Spanilh ^nd Indian 
prifoners, both from ourfclves and the Gloucefler; and, 
having given them provifions and all neceflaries for 
Panama, whither they intended to fail, about foiif in 
the evening they left us, to the number of ^boiit 60 
perfons, having firft, though enemies, obferved the 
cuftom of feafarihg people at parting, and wiftied us a 
profperous voyage. ' 

From the 6ch of May. the day we took our depar¬ 
ture, we met w ith little remarkable for above a month, 
except that the true trade-wind, which is faid never to 
fail at about 60 or 70 leagues from the fliore of Mexico 
at the fartheft, was To far from afirwering our cxpecU- 
cions, that wc had nothing but crofs winds, fqua#, 
rain,* thunder, and lightning, till by account we were 
600 leagues to the w'Cftw'ard Of Acapulco, having been 
above 40 days in getting fo far. The 9th, we found 
theforemafl fprung in A'dangerous manner, and there¬ 
upon fiflicd and fccured it very (Irongly. 

The 22nd, iniihc evening, wc fprung a leak, making 
12 inches water in a watch, and on a fearch found'it 
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Commodore (afterwards Lord) ANSONs 


to be on the larboard lide, abreart the main hatch-way, 
and not quite under waters The carpenters foon rtopt 
it with very little trouble. 

The I ith ot June, we found a current to fet to the 
fouthward, about 24 miles a day, but could not dif- 
cover whether to the eafl or weff, for want of oppor¬ 
tunity to try it. This was by account about 450 
leagues from Acapulco; and, much about this time, 
abundance of fcorbutic fymptoms, fuch as blacknefs in 
the fkin, hard nodes in the flefh, fhortnefs of breath, 
and a general lallitude and weaknefs of all the parts, 
began to prevail, almoft univerfally, among our people. 
This with the great mortality we experienced from this 
diilemper in our Cape Horn palTage, and the time we 
might Hill exped to be at fea, having yet 1800 leagues 
to thofe iflands called, by Sir Francis Drake, the La- 
droncs, or Iflands of Thieves, from the thievifli difpo- 
fition of the inhabitants, but by the Spaniards the 
Marian Iflands, where only w^e could expe<ft our next 
rcfrefhments; and no trade-wind being yet fettled ; 
thefe confiiderations, I fay, gave us dreadful apprehen- 
iions of what this paflage might terminate in; and 
the event (hewed that we had but too much reafon for 
them. 

The r4th, at five in the evening, the Glouceflcr, 
having fprung the head of her main-mafl’, 12 feet be¬ 
low the truflcl-trecs, fired a gun as a fignal of diftrefs ; 
on which we brought to, and waited for her; and, after 
enquiring into, ana hearing the caufe, we fent them on 
board two carpenters to alTifl: in filhing and fecuring 
it; but the carpenters in concert, having viewed and 
confidered the damage, reported, the next day, that the 
mafl: was unfit to (land, and would not bear repair¬ 
ing ; but that it muft be (hortened 26 feet from the 
head, and the top-maft be fet on the dump. This, 
therefore, w-as concluded on, and ordered accordingly. 

The 23rd, we found our own main-top-maft fprung 
in the wake of the cape; whereupon, we reefed it 20 
inches, that is, we lowered it fo much, and fecured 
it there, and fleeted and fet up the flirouds and back- 
flays. 

The 24th, in the evening, we got thetop-mafl: dowm, 
and put up another in its place, and a man falling 
overboard, we brought the fliip to, and took him up 
fale; likewife, the flings of our crofs-jack-yards being 
broke, we fixed new ones, and the next day got up the 
fore-top-gallant-maft and yard. 

The 27th, we made the Glouccfter fignal and fent 
cur boat on board of her. 

. The 28th, we received from the Gloucefter half an 
anchor-flock, for a farther fecurity to the fore-mart. 

The 29th, the Glouceftcr finifhed her jury-mart, 
and made fail on it. Nothing farther remarkable till 
July irt, we had frefli gales, and cloudy weather, with 
fomc lightning. 

The 2nd, we unbent the fore-fail, and bent another. 
We had, not only now, but for almort our whole pafliige, 
abundance of birds of prey, alfo flying filh, which are 
^heir proper food, and vail quantities of fleip-jacks, 
albicqres, &c. whereof we took a great number, which 
contributed much to our rcfrclhment after the lofs of 
the tortoifes, that generally leave all fliips about 20 or 
30 leagues off the land. I think this the more worthy 
of notice, becaufe Dampier, Rogers, Cook, Cowley, and 
mod other voyagers, fome of whom have been not only 
once, but • fcveral times on this voyage, have reported, 
that they never faw a fifh or fowl in this whole run. 
Formy part, I readily belicveand conclude, that this dif¬ 
ference in our obfervations and accounts is really occa- 
^ned by thedifl'erent feafbnsofthe year in w hich we hap- 
j^ned to perform this palTage; it being a known truth, 
and confirmed by the experience of thoufands in all ages, 
that mod fifh have their different fcafons for their dif¬ 
ferent rendezvoufes. 

The loth, we faw three gannets, or, as they call them 
in Scotland, foland geefe; being, by what 1 can learn 
from the mod intelligent of that nation whom 1 have 
converfed with, and who often have opporcuni^' to 
obferve them in feveral different parts, of one and the 
4 


fame fpecies ; we likewife faw fome fea weed 
which circumrtances made us imagine that fom^ A ^ 
or flioals were not far oft', thofe fowls never 
ferved to fly very far out to fea. « 

The nth, we unbent the forc-top-fail, and Iw 
another. * 


The 12th, at noon, we were, by my account 
deg. II min. to the weftward of the meridian ofLT 
don, which is juft ir min. more than half round rh 
globe, for which reafon I note it. We were at this tirn ^ 
by my account, 1429 leagues dirtant from the norr nf 
Acapulco. ^ 

From this time till the i6th, wc had frefo gales with 
fqualls and rain. * 

The 17th and i8th, we had moderate and doudv 

w'cather. ^ 


The 19th and 20th, frefh gales, with abundance of 
rain. We made this obfervation, that, with rainy 
weather, or even flight tranfient (bowers, the filh bit 
more freely, and were caught in greater numbers, than 
with fair weather; which made our fifliermcn the more 
attentive at fuch times. It was likewife remarked that 
the Gloucefter, when they could find opportunity to 
fifh, had always much greater fuccefs than W'C; whether 
their fifliermen had more art than ours, or whatever 
elfc occafioned it, the fadl is true. They had alfo a 
better w'ay of difpofing of them, when taken, if I may 
be allowed to judge, than we; for Captain Mitchell 
conftantly ordered feveral boys, who were very dexter¬ 
ous at it, to catch fifh for the Ihip’s company, cfpeci- 
ally the lick; and thofe were very jurtly and regularly 
divided among them: whereas our fifhermen were left 
at liberty to make their advantage of what they took, 
and to prey upon their fuffering fhipmates; and they 
took care not to ovcrflip the opportunity, for tbeleall 
fifh you could purchafe of them would coll you a bot¬ 
tle of brandy; which, at this time, was worth four, or 
perhaps, fix and fometimes even eight (hillings, or half 
a guinea; and you muft be very thankful, and acknow¬ 
ledge yoiirfclf to be highly obliged into the bargain, or 
clfc expedT none next time, and very often fad of it 
notwithftanding. About this time our people began to 
die very faft, and, I believe, above five parts out of fix 
of the fhip'S company were ill, and expedled to follow 
in a fiiort time. Thofe, whofc breath was any ways 
affecTed, dropt off immediately ; but thofe, w ho were 
attacked firft in the more remote parts of the body, 
languilhed generally a month or fix weeks; the dif- 
temper advancing, in the mean time, towards the lungs, 
by a very regular and fenfible approach. As I was mv- 
felf one of thofe who were fcvercly afflidled in this latter 
manner, I fiiall give fuch an account of its progrefs, as 
I found by experience in myfelf, and corroborated by 
the fimilar report of my fellow'-fufterers. Iwasfirlt 
taken, about the beginning of this month, with a flight 
pain on thejoint of my left great toe; but; having hurt that 
a little while before, I imagined it to be the clfed of 
that hurt, and minded it the Icfs—(but herd flialloD* 
ferve, once for all, that if ever any part of the . 
received a bruife, ftrain, or contulion, if not perfd) 
cured, the feurvy was fure to attack that part firll;)bj^ 
in a little rime, a large black fpot appearing on iw 
part affeded, with very intenfc pains at the bone, 
me to underrtand my cafe. 1 now Cook phyfic on^”j 
by W'ay of prevention, but to little porpofc: 
hard nodes now began to rife in my legs, thighs, 
arms, and not only many more black Ipots 
in the fkin, but thofe fpread, till my legs and tnig 
were for the moft part as black as a negroc; ^ 
accompanied with fuch cxceffive pains in the lOin^s ^ 
the knees, ancles, and toes, as I thought, 
experienced them, that human nature could 
fupported. It next advanced to the mouth; 
teeth were prcfcntly loofe, and my gums, over-c o 
with extravafated blood, fell down almoft 
my teeth: this occafioned my breath . 
yet without aff'cdling my lungs; but, I 
week more at fea would have ended me, and * ^ 
a month more, all the reft. One tiling was v 
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markable, and likewifc univcrfal, which was, that, 
v^hen the diftemper had far prevailed, if the afflicted 

erfon lay hammock, he feemed to bi 

nerfcftlv^ well and hearty; but, if he was removed 
out of it, on any necelTicy, he immediately fainted 
awav; and this was always a fure lign of the party's 

diflblution. ^ ^ r . Tt 

Since our palling Cape Horn, our furgeon, Henry 
Etcrick, who was a veiy good pra6l:ical furgepn, had 
been very bufy in digefting a theory of feurvies, 
wherein he enumerated many cafes very particularly, 
having been allowed to open and e^taitiine as many 
bodies as w'ere abundantly fufficient for that purpofe. 
His fydem was principally grounded on the obferva- 
lions made on a long palTage in a very cold climate. 
He took abundance ot pains to prove, by many in- 
ftanccs, that the tone of the blood was broken by the 
cold nipping air, and rendered fo thin, as to be unfit 
for circulation, or any other of the ufes of life; and 
being thus deprived of a proper force and vigour, fiag- 
nation and death inufi: nccellarily enfuc. From this 
fuppolicion, he had laid it down as an infallible rule, 
that food of a glutinous nature, fuch as fait fifli, bread, 
and leveral forts of grain, where alone proper on fuch 
voyages. As for liquids, I know not which he had 
pitcHed bn, as the moll falutary, on this occafion. But 
this pnlTage, in a very hot clima:e, . here the fymptoms 
were no: only more dreadful, but the mortality much 
more quick and fatal, in proportion to the number o) 
people, put our feheming docror to a fiid non-plus, 
he could not account for this on the fame principles 
with the other; nay, they mull be, in a manner, diame¬ 
trically oppofice. All this obliged him at HCl: (chough 
he was ftill endeavouring to reconcile contrididions), 
CO own, that, though fome of the conciirreht caufes of 
this difeafe w'crc plain enough, yet the grand caufe was 
certainly the long continuance at fca, or an entire 
fecrcc; and that no cure but the ffiore would ever 
be cff^ual. I'he Commodore, on this great mor¬ 
tality, having by him a quantity of Ward's pills and 
drops, in order to experience whether they would be of 
any ufe, firft tried them on himfelf, and then gave what 
he had left to the furgeon, to adminificr to fuch of the, 
fiek people as were wfil 1 ing to tak‘e them. The fiirgeoh' 
would not recommend them to any perfon, but fevcral 
took them; though I know of nohe who believed they 
were of any fcrvice to them. They worked mofi 
people w'ho took them very violently, both by vomit 
and ftool: after which, as feveral told me, they would 
le(in to be a little eaficr, chough weaker, for perhaps 
a day or two, but then they always relapfdd, and be- 
car^ worfcthan before,- and this, together with the 
inefficacy of ail that our furgeons could do, in the' cafe 
umcicntly (hewed the vanity of attempting the cure of 
this diltempcr at fca. r t, , - 

And here, before I quit this fubjeeft, I fliall endeavour 
to remove a prejudice, under \ihich the afflided have 
ong fevcrcly fuftered ; and thde is, from the notion 
' K k* that none but the lazy arc attacked 

with this diforder ; whereas, the direa: contrary is the 
ppcricncc having abundantly lliewh, that 
ftirring perfons wercofteneft 
W'lth this difeafe ; and the continuation of their 
fooner* of curing,'only helped to till them the 

in miftht 'be given of this 

future voydgers will give them- 
fiin tu of qbferv'ing this hereafter, I am Cer- 

linr event will correfpond with my alfertion ; 

Die rn diftemper/in a general way, incJine peo- 
the come to that height, that, at 

tain rK perfon is ready to faint. ^ It is cer- 

his hfi. n' Iperfon iffliC^-ed'dell res to lengthen out 
little oo ^ is to ftir as 

ihftanccs^°^^^ ^ fceii verified by many 

*T*k * 

fiecrirW ''’e reefed and repaired 

^each^r fijffcrcd much in the vari 


our 
variable 


No. 
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The 26th, being; according to our reckoning, 300 
leagues from the Ladrones, we met with a wcfterly 
wind, W'hich did not come about again in four dayS. 
This was a mod difpiriting incident, as we were all that 
while forced to lie to, the current infcnfibly driving us 
out of our courfe. 

The 27th, our gunner, Henry Kipps, died of the 
feurvey, being one of the mofi: able-bodied men, as well 
as the moft aiflive in the (liip: he had taken Ward’s 
mcqicines once or twice. 

5^0 28ch, w’c had calms with much rain, and rc- 

C(fived rrdilri the Glouccfter 20 calks of flour, and four 
of grqltS. Having here an occafion of mentioning 
flour, it rhay riot bC amifs to take notice, that, fince oiu 
departure from Judn Fernandez, the principal ofliccrs 
had always foft bread new baked, the bifeuit being 1<> 
much worm eaten, it was fcarce arty thing but duft, and 
a little blow would reduce it to that flare immediate¬ 
ly. Our beef and pork were Ilkcwife very rully and 
rotten; and the furgeon endeavoured to perfuade us 
from eating it, dllcdging it was, though a flow, yet a 
fure poifon; but very little other food being lo be 
had, we wele reduced to a very deplorable condition. 

The 29th, in the morning, the Glouceftcr's fore-cap 
fplitcing, her forc-top-mafl came by the board, arid* 
in its fall, meeting with the fore yard, broke it iri the 
flings. As (he was hereby rendered iricapable of 
making any fail for lome time, \Vc were under a necef- 
fity, as fbon as a gale fpruhg Up, td take Her in tow* 
and near 20 of the hcdlthiell and ablell of our feameii 
were removed from the duty of our own (hip, and w ere 
continued eight or ten days together to alTill in re- 
. pairing her damages; but chefe things, mortifying as 
vve thought them, were Only the commencement of biir 
: misfortunes; for, fcarce hdd Olir people fiiliflied their 
bufmefs in the Glouccfter before wc met with a moft 
violent ftorm from the weftern board, which obliged 
us to liero. This ftqrnl Idled /rom thei i.oth to the 13th 
of Auguft, attended with rain, thunder,, and lightning,, 
and fuch d lofty and dahgelbus tGa, ai l have feldcfia 
feen, arid could not have believ'cd in iatitudes Between 
the Tropics, ciTpccially for fucb a long duration, Moll 
of the time wc Idy to, we drove to the northward; 

' abundance of biir people died' daily;/arid, the fliip 
proving very leaky, every pcrfdii who could ftir, the 
principal bflicers npt exbepted, was obliged to take 
his turn at the pumps, and all littie enough to keep 

• us above w'atcr. 

The 13 th of Aiiguft, at Ten in the niorning, the 
Glouccfter iftade a (Igrtd of diftrefs^ arid, being to wind¬ 
ward, bOrc dovvn toWartU.us; ‘,but we obferved Ihc'was 
.long in wearing, rolled very 'mut-‘h, and made bad 
flcerage. About Half’ an hbujr' after noon they fpokc 
with us, and told us that'they were To leaky that they 
muft quit their (Ifip; ihatThby liaJ (even feet water 
in the hold ; arid that all the..menj'they had capable, 

■ of ftirring w’ele quite exhaufted' wft.h pj-imping, and 
could work no ion^er.^^ This wks an additibnaT*mif- 
, fortune, arid (eemed to Be without refqurcc : w liilft. 

, the Glouceftcr’s crew were thus enfeebled, bur ow n 
'lick vverc novv fp much'rncreaftd, arid thofe who'ft.ill 
remained in health fo over farigiied with labbu.r, .that it. 
was impofllblc for us to lend tnem .any/^Id : .aji, thefei’ 
i fore, that Could be done was to fend pi/r'bpai'on board 
‘ fbf ,a Ihbic particular account df the (Tup's condition; 

• it wrls fbdri fiifpeClcd, t^hat the .taking, her^ op 

board us, 4 nd thert dclirpying the felbuceftcr, was tfte 
only mcafurC that coulft be profecuted in^ die prclienc^ 
.cmclgCncy both for the preferyatiort of ,thcim : 

of oUr owiii, ' ' V , ' ' 

Oul boat fooh. fet;lirried yith a iTcprefpfation.of fhe 
melancholy (late of the Glouccfter’ and of her feyeral. 
dcfc( 5 ls, figned by Captain Mitchell and all his officers; 
by which it appeared*, that tjic fliip \y^s dccqyecl jn’ 
every part ; that fier crew was'greatly , reduped tfiai 
there remained alive:pp mdrq '^than 77 meri,^ offipejcs 1 
included, 18 boyS, arid tw p prifbnprs j that of the whoH.' 
number, only 16 nien^,and^ 11 boys >vere capable.bf 
keeping the deck, and tevefil of thefe very infirmVtIiat 
4 ^ the 
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the water was fo deep in the hold, that thofe who were 
yet alive were ftarving, and could neither come at frcfli 
water nor proviiions. 

From this reprefcntation, which was in no one in- 
ftancc exaggerated, the Commodore fent immediately 
an order to Captain Mitchell, to bring his people on 
board the Centurion, and to take out fuch ftorcs as 
could mod eafily be come at, among which he was very 
dclirousof faving tw^o cables, and a fteel-anchor; but 
the fliip rolled fo much, and the men w'ere fo exceliively 
fatigued, that it was with the greateft difficulty the 
prize-rrioncy*was fecured (the prize-goods amounting 
to many thoufand pounds being abandoned): nor could 
any more provifions be got at, than five calks of flour 
(three of which were fpoiled by the falt-water). a fmall 
quantity of brandy, and fome living flock. Even this 
little bulinefs was fo languifliingly performed, that two 
days were w'afled in the execution, during which time 
three or four of the fick perifhed on being moved. 

As the weather w^as now calm, and w'e were uncertain 
how far diflant we might be from Guam, a fetticment 
in polTcffion of the enemy, to whom the wreck of fuch 
a fl'iip w'ith guns and ammunition on board would have 
been a very valuable acquifition, the Commodore judg¬ 
ed the mofl effedaial way to prevent her from falling 
into their hands was to fetheron fire: and accordingly, 
asfoonas the Captain and his Officers had quitted her, the 
combuflibles placed for that purpofe were lighted, and 
Ihe continued burning the whole night, and at fix the 
next morning ffie blew up. Thus periflied his Ma- 
j6fly*s fliip the Gloucefler; and now, it might have been 
eXpeefled, that, being freed from the embarralTment in 
which her frequent difaflers had involved us, we fhould 
have proceeded on our way much brifker than we had 
hitherto done. However, we were foon taught, that 
our troubles were not yet to be relieved. 

We were at this time in the utmofl diflrefs ; the (hip 
confiderablylumbered with prize-goods, and,the little 
fOom we had left thronged with the fick,wHo.fc numbers 
were now very much increafed by thofe from the Glou- 
cefleri the dirt, naufeoufnefs, and flench, almoflevery 
where intolerable; more people daily difabled with the 
difeafe; rio fign of land, nor but very little wind, and that 
not fair but variable; very bad provifions and water, 
and the fliip very leaky; and, though w^e difeovered the 
leak to be in her bows on each fide the flern, it lay in 
fiich a niahner that we could uot flop it, naythe attenipt- 
ing todoit rather made it worfe. In tliis diflrefs ,we 
made the befl of every little.fpurr of wind. 

Nothing farther reniarkfible happened tilL Sunday 
the tz'zd, when, about eight in tlie evening, \vc difeo¬ 
vered two iflands, one bearing W. half S.' and the 
other S. W. by'W. at the diflance of about/lo leagues. 
We w’crc oveijoyed at tliis fight, and flood toward 
them with all our fail; but, there ^being little' wind, 
we did not get near them till the next day about 
noon, when being about three mites off the largefl and 
niofl promilingpf them, which appeared very hilly and 
full of trees, wc fent on fliore one of our, Lieutenanfs 
in the cUtterto rnake difeoveries, who returned kt nine 
in,the evening, ajid gave us but a very indifferent ac¬ 
count of the land. The trees w'ere mofliy cocoa-nut- 
trees, of which there were prodigious quantities (;^bout 
6 d tocoa-riuts they brought on board with them); b^t 
they could find no water, nor any good place to anebepr 
in : on this account'it was thought fit to fland further, 
to the fouthward^ for fome more proper place. This 
wa^ a feVere difappointment to mofl of the Tick, who, 
op the fight oflana,. (on hearing that wc lycrc fo near it) 
had'bbgim fenfibly to teviVe: but as perfbns in fuch cjrr 
cumflances .are foon driven to defppnd. when an aid they 
had'ffependcd upon deferts them, fo this' dilapppint- 
rficht mdrred,bur hopes, and inc,rcafed our dejedion. 
We feared, that, if we inec wfith morc iflands in the 
frfmeTun, they might be either ^ bad, worfe, or inha^ 
bfrea.by our cncnfies t!he Spaniards, who,, in 'our weak 
c<^idkibn, might eafily be able to hinder us from proper 
r^teflitnenti: add to this, how near many of us were to 
death, and how littlc vye could exped to fliryiye W'hile in 


fearch of other iflands. I know not whether thr^ 
the general thoughts of the lick, but I mull / 
were mine, and made our fituation at that 
infinitely worfe to me than at any other in th 
courfe of our voyage. I was indeed very i]| 
illncfs might poflibly occafion every thing to a ' 
its worft light, yet I never was one of thofe 
frightened at the apprehenfion, or even the vifibl 
proach of death; it had no unreafonable terrors i 
of its profpeds to me; and I always could, and 


always fliall be ready to meet it with calmn<^and 
fed refignation: but I believe the hcalthieft and a 
at that time had probably the greateft apprcherf,„“ 
and I have fince heard it from many of thofe, that 
expeded all to have periflied, had we been fo little^ 
three weeks longer at fca; and I much queltion 
ther they were not right in that imagination. 

On the 26th, at five in the morning, we faw three 
other iflands, bearing from S. E. by S. to N. 
middleraofl of the three, which was the largefl', due L 

The 27th, at three in the afternoon, being got pretty 
near the fliore of the middlemofl ifland, we fent our 
cutter and pinnace in fliore for difeovery. At four the 
pinnacecame off,and brought with her an Indian paroo, 
with a Spaniard and four Indians, whom they tookia 
her. They likcvife told us, that they had in-fliore a 
fmall bark of about 16 tons, and between 20 and 30 
more people on the ifland, all of whom had been fent 
there from Guam to kill cattle and hogs, and niakc 
jerked beef, and cocoa-nut-oil, &c. for the Spanilh 
garrilon there; and that there are coiiflantly people lent 
on that account, who, after fome months flay at that 
place, arc relieved by frefli parties for the fame purpofe. 
We fecured both bark and paroo, together with all the 
Indians who flll into our hands, to hinder their card¬ 
ing intelligence of us to the Spaniards at Guam. One 
of thofe Indians was a carpenter by trade, and his father 
was one of the principal builders at Manilla. This 
young man, having been ill ufed by the Governor at 
Guam,voliintariIyeni:ered with us,and became one of our 
carpenter’s crew, and proved a veryufcful handy fellow. 

The Spaniard being examined aS to the ftate of the 
ifland we were now approaching, the account he gave 
furprized even our moft fanguine hopes; and, though 
‘ uninhabited, he faid, it wanted none of thofe accom¬ 
modations with which the beft cultivated countries arc 
furniflied. On,muflering up our whole force, as we 
drew near, all the hands we could colled capable of any 
kind of duty, even on the moll prelfing occalions, 
amounted to no more than 7 r men, officers included, 
This number, inconfiderable as it may feem, were allot 
the united crews of the Centurion, Gloucefler, and 
Trial, that could move without being alTifled, notwith» 
Handing that, when we left England, they confifted of 
near icbo men. 

When we had entered the road, our firft bufmefs, 
aftd twirling the fails and fccurpg the fliip, was to po- 
vide an holpital on fliore for the fick ; but the oto 
and feamcn who were fent upon this fervicc, returned 
joyfully, and acquainted us, that the Indians on Ibore 
hadpivcd them that trouble, and had provided for *i^ 
belter than w'e could have done for ourlclves; for, hav¬ 
ing ercdled a number of little cabbins for their ^ 
commp^ltion during their refidence on the ifland, ^ 
one iii particular, which they made ufe of by 
flo^yclioufe to flow their provifions in, there could be no¬ 
thing more fuitably adapted for the reception both.0, 
the lick and the healthy than thefe crcdlions. J 

ingly, we inflantly began fending alhore as niaDVrO 

the lick as coiild'poflibly be conveyed, among 
iiumbcr I myfelf was onc; 1 fay, as many 
ppffibly be conveyed; for we w'crc all fo 
I’ccble and helplcfs, that wc were no otherwife w 
landed than- by being carried in our 
both in and out of the boats,^ on mens 
which fcfvice both the Commodore 
officer very humanely alCftcd; and, indeed, jjjg 
only perfons on board capable 
hcalthicll feamen being lb much enfeeW 


almofl: 
it; the 
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they had but juft ftrcngth enough left to help them- 

next day, being the 29th, the remainder of the 
Tick were brought on ftiore, of whom 21 foon died; but 
the ffreateft part of the reft recovered furprizingly. As 
foon as I was capable of ftirring about, I found the 
i’fland to lie in latitude 14 deg. 58 min. N. [Walter fays 
i: deg. 8 min.] and in longitude 223 deg. 35 min. W. 
from London, being, according to my reckoning, 117 
jjeg. 7 min. W. from Acapulco. [Walter fays i i4dcg. 
m min. And here it is obfervable, how writers of the 
firft charadfers for veracity differ in their accounts of the 
fame places, by vifiting them at different periods. The 
defeription of this ifland of Tinian by Commodore By¬ 
ron, who lately vifited it in his voyage round the world, 
bears no fimilitude to that we are now about to recite; 
nor can any one conceive how an interval of only 30 
years could occafion fo remarkable an alteration in an 
ifland that had lain uncultivated for many centuries be¬ 
fore. But to proceed;] 

The foil, upon examination, we found to be every 
where dry and healthy; and being withal fomewhat 
fandy, it w'as thereby the lefs difpofed to a rank and 
over-luxuriant vegetation: and hence the meadows and 
woods were nearer and fmoother than is ufual in hot 
climates. The vallies and hills were moft beautifully 
diverfified by the mutual encroachments of woods and 
lawns, which Ikirted each other, and traverfed the ifland 
in large tra<fts. The woods confiftcd of tall and w’cll- 
fpread trees, fome celebrated for their beauty, and fome 
for their fruit; whilftthe lawns were generally crouded 
with herds of cattle, of which it was not uncommon to 
fee thoufands feeding in a herd, and, being all milk- 
white. it is no wonder that fuch an appearance excited 
our longings, and increafed our impatience, to kill and 
eat. Add to thefc, the innumerable fwarms of poultry 
that crouded the woods, and, by their frequent crow- 
ings,gave us in idea the pleafing apprehenfion of be¬ 
ing in the neighbourhood of farms and villages; and 
wc even fancied, that in the covert of the woods W’e 
fhould find fuch concealed. The cattle we had fight 
of were computed at 10,000; and, befides thefe and 
the poultry, we likewife found abundance of wild hogs, 
which were excellent food, but fierce, and not cafily 
maftered. At firft wc killed them by fiiooting; but, 
our ammunition failing, owing to an incident, we at 
laflhunted them down with dogs, fcveral of which 
joined us on the ifland, and, being trained to the fport 
by the Indians, readily enough follow-ed us, and af¬ 
forded us good diverfion. In their conflicts with the 
bwrs, fome indeed were killed; butthofc that came olf 
vidorious, were ftill more eager to engage in every new 
purfuit. 

This ifland was no lefs fortunate to us in its veget- 
aWe chan its animal produdlions; more particularly 
funding in fuch fruits and plants as were beft adapted 

^ of that difeafe by which we had been fo 
debilitated. In the woods cocoa nuts were 
obe gathered without number; and, what is remark- 
? 5 ’‘■^^bages grew on the fame trees. There were, 
wh’* guavas, limes, fweet and four oranges, and, 
r ^°tnmon to all the Tropical iflands, bread- 
Jt. In the plains we found water-melons, dandelion, 
feurvy-grafs, and forrcl; all 
fork r ^be frefh-meats of the place, were 

refreflimcnts, that the fick, who were at 
week when they landed, before they had been a 
with rT' different countenances, and 

fpirits^^^^ complexions received a frefh recruit of 

^ variety of provifions as the land fur- 
in thought unneceffary to indulge ourfelvcs 

we fea. From fifti, therefore, j 

at our r^^b’amed; and the rather, as fome wc caught 
’This h ^trival furfeited thofe who eat of them, 
try regretted, as beef, pork, poul- 

tfoubfo ^ fuch plenty, that, except the 

^oniecimr ^ them from a confiderable diftance 

S) there was no difficulty attending their pro- . 


curement. It were, indeed, an endlefs tafk to recount 
all the excellencies and delicacies wc met with in this 
delightful ifland: nor is it eafy to fay which to prefer 
where every thing is worthy of admiration; the ncatnefs 
of its lawns, the ftatelinefs, freftmefs, and fragrance of 
its woods, the happy inequality of its furface, and the 
variety and elegance of the views it afforded,—all thefe 
confpired to charm the fight, while at the fame time the 
excellency of its produdlions could not fail to gratify 
the appetite. And thefe advantages w’ere greatly 
enhanced by the healthinefs of the climate, by the 
almoft conftant cool breezes that prevailed, aqd by the 
frequent gentle lliowcrs that feemed to fall juft to re- 
frefti the earth, and add to its fertility; for thefc, in- 
ftead of the long-continued rains that in other coun¬ 
tries fill the air with noxious vapours, and oveiflow the 
earth with wafteful inundations, feemed juft enough to 
purify the air, and to refrefh the foil; which was ob¬ 
fervable enough by the effeeft it had in increafing our 
appetites, and promoting our digeftion. This effed: was, 
indeed, remarkable, fince thole amongft our officers, 
who were at all other times fpare and temperate eaters, 
were here in appearance transformed into gluttons; 
for inftead of one reafonable flefli-meal a day, they were 
fcarccly fiirisfied with three: and yet our digeftion fo 
well correfponded to the keennefs of our appetites, that 
we were neither difordered nor even loaded by this un¬ 
common repletion; for,after having made a large beef 
breakfaft, it was not long before we began to confidcr 
the approach of dinner as a very defirable, and even 
fomewhat tardy event. 

I'he principal inconveniences that attended our refi- 
dence upon this ifland arofe from the vaft number of 
mulketos and other troublefome flies, by which we were 
perpetually tcazed; there w^as likewife a venomous lit¬ 
tle infed, that, like the flieep-ticks in England, would 
bury its head in the fkin, and, if not inftancly removed, 
would cauft an inflammation. 

Running w'aterthcre was none in the ifland; but thar 
defeat was fiipplied by a large lake, or lagoon, almoft in 
the center of it, to which the cattle, in times of drought, 
generally reforted; but the frcfhnefs of their paflure, 
and the copious dews and gentle fhowers that often 
moiftened it, rendered that refource almoft unnecelTary. 
There were, befides, fprings of excellent water, and 
near the furface wells might every where be dug, whofe 
waters, in any ocher place would not have been com¬ 
plained of. 

But the great danger we had to dread remains to be 
told. During four months in the year, that is, from 
the middle of June to the middle of Odiober, when 
the weftern monfoon^prevail, the winds, about the full 
and change of the moon, are variable, and blow with 
fuch fury, that the ftouteft cables afford no fccurity to 
ftiips riding at anchor in the road : and what adds to 
the danger is the rapidity of the tide, which fets to the 
S. E. and occafions fuch a hollow and over-grown fea as 
is not to be conceived; infomuch that, though we were 
in a fixty-giin fhip, we were under the dreadful appre- 
henfion of being pooped by it. During the reft of 
the year the weather is conftantly fettled, and ftiips 
have nothing to fear, if their Cables arc well armed, 
w'hich othervvife will fuffer from the foulnefs of the 
ground. 

From the 29th of Auguft, when our fick were all 
put on fiiorc, on the 12th of September, when the 
Commodore himfelf landed, thofe who remained on 
board where chiefly employed in mooring and fccuring 
the fhip, in ftiifting her guns to come at her leaks, and 
in cackling the cables, to prevent their being galled by 
the friction againft the rocky bottom. At the fame 
time an anchor and cable were put on board the Spanifli 
bark, her own being only a heavy log of wood, and a 
rope made of bafs; and fome barrels of powder to be 
dried and recovered, which by long keeping was be¬ 
come moift. 

From the 12th to the 18th, the hands were con¬ 
tinually ftiifting, thofe who were fo well recovered as 
to be capable of duty were font on board, and thofe who 

had 
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had born the burden of the labour were relieved and 
fent ort ihbre. 

Oh the 19th, the weather began to alter, and to 
threaten a florin : on that day, the next, and the 21 ft, 
it blew hard; however, we rode it out, and Battered 
ourfclves that the prudence of our incafures had fccured 
us from accidents. On the 2id, the hurricane came 
on, and our only hope of fafety feemed to depend on 
our putting out to fca; but the Commodore was on 
iliorc, and all communication with the land abfolutcly 
cut off. At five in the afternoon, the fmall bower parted, 
and the ftiip fprung off to the beft bower. As night 
approached, the violence of the llorm increafed ; yet, 
notwirhftanding its incxpreftible fury, the rapidity of 
the tide was luch as to prevail over it, and to force 
the fliip before it, as it were, in defpight of its iitmofl 
ragel It was now that the fca broke all round us in a 
mod tremendous manner; and that a large tumbling 
fwell threatened to ingulph us in its bofom : the long¬ 
boat, which was moored a-ftern, was on a fudden 
canted fo high that it-broke the tranfum of the Com¬ 
modore’s gallery, and would, doubtlefs, have rifen as 
high as the taffcrel, had it not been for the ftroke, 
which dove the boat to pieces; but yet the poor boat- 
keeper, though much bruifed, was faved almod by 
miracle. Alxmt eight, the tide ftackened ; but, the 
wind not abating, the beft bower cable, by hich alone 
we rode, parted at eleven. In this extremity, Mr. 
Saumarez, our full lieutenant, who commanded in the 
abfence of the Commodore, ordered guns to be fired, 
and lights to be fhewn, as lignals of dillrefs; and, in 
a Ihort time after, the night being exceftively dark, the 
dorm raging, the thunder roaring, and nothing to be 
feert but the blue lightning ftalhing through the rain, 
we were driven to lea, and by this catadrophe, the 
whole crew, both by fea and land, reduced to a date of 
defpair; thofe on fliore concluding they had now no 
means left them ever to get home; whild thofe on 
board, being utterly unprepared to dioigglc with the 
fury of fuch feas and winds, cxpccdcd each moment to 
be their lad. In this date of defpondcncy, while thofe 
on board were every moment in expectation of being 
dallied againd the rocks of Aiguigan, an iftand at about 
three leagues from I'inian, thofe onftiore were perfuaded 
the lliip could nor furvive the dorm, the whole channel 
between the two iftands appearing from the land like 
one continued breach, the fea fwclling, breaking, and 
roaring, like mountains rolling over mountains, and 
forming the moll awful and terrifying light that the 
mind of man can poftibly conceive. Indeed, the con¬ 
dition df thofe on board was truly pitiable; they were 
in a leaky ftiip, with three cables in their hawfes, to one 
of which hung their only remaining anchor; they had 
not a gun on board la filed ; nor a port barred in; their 
ihrouds were loofe; and their forc-top-mad unrigged ; 
and they had druck their fore and main yards down be¬ 
fore the hurricane came on, fo that there w'as no fail 
they could fet except the mizzen: to add to their 
misfortunes, they were no fooner at fca, than, by the 
labouring of the Ihip, whole Hoods of water ruflicd in 
through the hawfe-holes, ports, and feuppers ; which, 
with the ufual leakage, kept the pumps condantly at 
work. Perfuaded that their dedrudion w'as inevitable, 
finking, however, was only their fecondary concern; 
they judged, \)y the driving of the ftiip, that they were 
making towards the land, and that, in the darknefs of 
the night, they iliould no otherwife perceive it than by 
rtrikiiig upon it; but day-light relieved them from 
their uneafy apprchenfions, and (hewed them that the 
iltand they fo much dreaded was at a conlidcrable 
diftance, and thata ftrong northern current had proved 
the means of their prefervation. It was not, however, 
till after three days that the turbulent weather that had 
driven them from Tinian began to abate ; when every 
man in the ftiip was fo worn out wuth fatigue, that they 
found It impofTiblc to man the pumps, and hand the 
fails at the lame tim:. They had twice attempted to 
heave up the main and fore-yards, in which they had 
as often mifearried by the breaking of the jeers, and in 


the laft effort one of their bell men pcriflicd ty 
all this time the ftiip w^as driving to leeward a 
ging her Ihcct anchor, the only one Ihe had ? f 
two cables an end at hef bows. This was ^ 
llancc of the greateft: confequcnce, and - ^ ^ 


fpeedy remedy ; for though upon a* third 


'■‘•‘quired ■ 

i. j ■ / •- -rt, miPQ 4* * 

their whole force, they had replaced their va H ^ 
durll nor, while the anchor continued in tharf 
venture to fpread their canvas. Some r^aan 1 
ment became necelfary before a work of furM u 
could be propofed to a feeble and 
who hardly confided of 100 men. It th 
five days after their departure before they could 
their anchor; and now they fet their courts 
the firfl time, flood to the eaftward, in hopes of 
regaining the iftand, and rejoining their cSl j 
and the reft of their companl: buf & 
unhappily difappointed; lor having run. as thevrhi ? 

the ddhtnee neeWary for,„,aki„g-the 

m fu l expeaation of feeing it, they found themS 
bewildered by the irrcgula- ity of the currents, ami 
not what courfe to ftcer, till, after fevenil days umw 
tainty, they came at lall in light of Guam, from 
they direded their courfc with infinite labour to Tinian 
the w ind being conftantly againft them, and the ndc 
variable. This fcverc employment held till the nth 
of Oebber, when, after nineteen days abfcnce they 
appeared again in the offing, and were reinibtceJ 
from the fliorc, to the inexprcllible joy of the whole 
crew. 

A few days after the ftiip was driven off, fomeofthe 
people on ftiore cried out, A fail! and this fpread 3 
general joy, fuppoling it to be the Centurion return, 
mg; but prefcntlya fccond fail was dcfcricil, which 
wholly dcflroycd tht firft conjcdurc. and made itdif. 
ficult to guefs who they were. 7 'he Commodore turn- 
ing his glafs towards them, faw they were two boats; 
and inftantly concluding thtit the Centurion was gone 
to the bottom, and that thofe were her boats returnii^ 
with the rerruiins of her people, this fudden fuggcllion 
wrought fo powerfully upon him, that to conceal his 
emotion,^ he was obliged to retire to his tent, where 
he pall Ibnie bitter moments in the firm pcrfuafion 
that all his hopes were now at an end, and thar,inftcad 
of diflrcffing the enemy, he mult himfelf with his peo¬ 
ple fall a prey to their relcntlcfs cruelty. He was, how¬ 
ever, foon relieved from this mortifying thought, they 
appearing, upon their nearer approach, to be Indian 
proas directing their courfe towards the bay, with a 
view, as was fuppofed, to relieve their countrymen,or 
to take on board their provifions. On this intelligence, 
the Commodore ordered his people to conceal them- 
felvcs; but the proas, after advancing within a quarter 
of a mile of the ftiore, lay by for the fpacc of a few 
hours, and probably obferving fome change in the ap¬ 
pearance oftheplacj, which might raife their fufpicitw 
that an enemy lay in ambufli, they got again under fail 
and fleered to the fouthward. 

After this incident an opinion began generally to pre¬ 
vail, that the Centurion would never more appear at 
this iftand; and that ftie was cither loft, or forced upon 
the coaft of China, from whence, in her crazy condi¬ 
tion, it would be impoftible for her ever to return. 
Though the Commodore did nor apparently give into 
this opinion, yet he was not without hisfears; and, there¬ 
fore, to provide iigainft the worft, he propofed cutnn| 
afundcr the Indian bark which they took on their nrlt 
arrival, and lengthening her in fuch a manner .is w 
be capable of taking onl)oard all wIk) were then upon 
the iftand, and following the fhJp ff pa rad venture ihf 
Ihould be driven to Mocao. After fome hefiwf^^' 
owing to the difficulty attending the execution, J 
men were at length prevailed upon to engage 
work, and the Commodore by his example encourag 
their diligence; for, being always at work by day 
hinifislf, it was thought a dllgiace to be idle 
Chief was employed. It fortunately happen^' ^ 
the carpenters both.of the GlduceftcV and T^iai » 
on ftiore, and that they had brought fafety 
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u^iU of tools with them. The fmith, too, was on Ihore 

^rh hts forge, but his bellows was flill in the Ihip 
This defeaoccafionedfome delay; but was foon fup- 
.lied by the ingenuity of his fhipmates, one or other 
Jfrhpm never being at a lofs for expedients on fuch 
ISs they limed a frefli hide for leather, the 
raroencer^ fhaped out a wooden frame, and a gun bar¬ 
rel Vved for a nozel. The fmith being now in readi- 
nefs to prepare the iron-work, fome were employed i 
•tutting down trees, and fawing them into plank, whiHl 
the main-body were bufied m digging out a draw- 
dock to receive the bark, and in laying of ways to 
heave her up and down. All, in lliort, were variouny 
employed; and the work went on fucccfsfiilly for 16 days, 
in which time the bark was fawn afundcr, her two 
parts feparated, and placed at the proper di(lance from 
each other; and, the materials being all in readinefs 
beforc-hand, they proceeded with no fmall difpatch in 
the enlargement'infomuch that they fixed the 5th of 
November as the day when they llioiild be ready to de¬ 
part. The alacrity with which this bulinefs was car¬ 
ried on, left no room for rcfie< 5 lion among the common 
failors, though their fuperiors were not without their 
fears. They had no fca-provi(ions, except fome jerked 
beef, which the Indians had prepared and abandoned 
when they fled, and they had a run of 600 leagues be¬ 
fore they could prefume ujx)!-! a fupply; they had no 
bread, and the bread-fruit on the ifiand could not be 
preferved at fca; they wanted fait; and, what was flill 
a more ncccfTary article in their prefent fituation, they 
wanted ammunition for their defence, in cafe of an 
attack from the enemy; for, upon the (Irided fcarch, 
no more than 90 charges of powder could be colIc^ 5 led, 
which was Ihorc of one round a-piecc for each of the 
company; they w-cre, too, in an unknown fea, and 
wanted indiaiments to dircdl their courfe: in (liort, 
though the common men had no other thought but 
how they fhould get on board, the officers forefaw a 
thoufand difficulties, which were almofl infurmounta- 
blc to human apprehenfion, but which they care¬ 
fully concealed, that the main bulinefs might not be 
retarded. 

But, ’in the midft of thefe gloomy apprehenfions, 
which, the nearer the time of their departure approach¬ 
ed, dill becafme the more ferious, and when all hope of 
feeing the Centurion at Tinian had fubfided, one of the 
Gloucedcr’s men, being upon a hill at a didance look¬ 
ing out for cattle, perceived, as he fancied, fomething 
like a Ihip in the clouds, which, on deadily obferving 
it, feemed to move flowly towards the land. It was 
hot long before he was fenfible of its approach, and 
perfuading himfclf it was the Centurion, he in an 
extafy ran towards the landing-place, crying to his 
comrades. The lliip! The Ihip I This being heard by 
the neared, was echoed from mouth to mouth till it 
reached the fpot where the Commodore was at work, 
who, on hearing the joyful news, threw down his axe, 
find joihed in the general tranfport. In a few hours 
the Centurion appeared in the offing, and a boat with 
t^mcn vwas font off to reinforce her, and to carry frefii 
nicats, fruits, and refreflimcnts, for the crew’. In the 
afternoon of the nth of Oclobcr die happily cad 
anchor, the Cornmodorc went indantly aboard, and the 
joy and congratulations on that occalion were equally 
linccrc and mutual. 

The labour of the artificers was now at an end, and 
th^^ f ^jtid of employment fucccedcd, which was 
in water for the remainder of the voyage. 

‘ ovv alfo hunting, (hooting, fetcing and every device 
oat could be contrived to catch live cattle, hogs, and 
pouw for dorcs, took place; while, at the fame time, 
tr^ and officers amiifcd rhemfelves with 

1 ^ ifiand, and examining more minutely its 
Tifin excurfions, being on a 

thp ^ they obferved, in a valley beneath them, 

to of a fmall thicket, which, by attending 

had* ^ progreffive motion, as indeed it 

trailp \ other than a parcel of cocoa-biifiics 

Upon the ground by perfons concealed beneath 

* 


them. hrom this uncommon circumdance, it was 
immediately concluded, that the Indians, whofc boat 
they had (urprized upon their fird arrival, mud be tho 
pedons who were dragging the buflics, and that it could 
not be far to the place of their concealment; they there¬ 
fore kept their eye upon them, and traced them to their 
cell; but, to their furprize^when they came to enter it, 
they fountl it abandoned, though all things were read/ 
prepared for dinner, and dood'fmoaking hot on a cable 
ot turt. 'The olliccrs, having in vain endeavoured to 
track them, returned, and, w ith an appetite increafed 
by rhe kcennels of the purfuit, fat down to tliat meal 
which the poor hungry favages had abandoned. It con- 
fifled of faded fpareribs, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit; 
all which they found ready dreft, and in quantity as 
much a-s they all could cat. 

On the third day after the fecond arrival of the fiiip, 
the Commodore being on board, a fudden gufl: of w-ind 
arofe, and again brought home our anchor, and drove 
us out to fea. Our chief officers were now all on board; 
and only about 70 of our men, with a midfiiipman or 
two to command them, were employed on fhore in 
filling water and catching cattle. Of thefe about 30camc 
of to us in the cutter, and rhe cighteen-oared barge was 
fent for the red; but they not being in readinefs, and 
the (hip quickly driving out of fight, it was no longer 
in their power to join us. However, as the weather 
foon proved favourable, and we were now (Irongcr and 
healthier than at our fird difader, in about five days we 
regained the road, and anchored fafe in our former 
dation. On our return we found the Spanifh bark re- 
dored to her old dimenfions, and the parts brought to¬ 
gether, and in good forwardnefs to be compleatedj for 
the few remaining people, defpairingof the return of 
the diip, had determined to follow her to her dedined 
port. We now laboured indefatigably to get in our 
water, in order to fail, in which fervicc tw'o of our men 
employed in the well unfortunately perilhed; for the 
lides of the well being loofc earth, by the carcleirncfs 
of thofe above, in not properly attending the filling, 
the bank gave way by the weight of a heavy calk, and 
both that and the bank fell in upon them together; 
Some other misfortunes happened through hade in 
rafting the calks to the diip; yet, notwithdanding, be¬ 
ing fuch as arc generally accounted trifling on board a 
man of war, our watering went on fo fucecfsfully, that 
by the 20th ofOdober, it was compleared ; and on that 
day leave was given for a man from each mefs to go 
afiiorc, and gather as many oranges, lemons, cocoa-nuts, 
and other fruits of the ifiand, as fiiould be fufficient for 
us all while at fca. This being accompliflied, the 
Spanifii bark fet on fire, the men returned on board, 
and the boats hoided in, on the aid we fet fail; and 
the wind being fair, and the weather moderate, nothing 
remarkable happened till we arrived on the coads of 
China, except that while we were paffing by the rocks 
of Vcle Rcte, near the fouth end of the ifiand Formofa, 
we were alarmed by a cry of fire on the forecadle, 
which brought the. whole crew together in the utmod 
confiifion, fo that it ^vas difficult for fome time to re¬ 
duce them to order; but, as foon as difcipline took 
place, and a proper examination could be made, it was 
(bund to proceed from the furnace, where ihe bricks, 
being over-heated, had begun to communicate the fire 
to the wood-work, which, had it not been timely dif- 
covered, might have been of the mod dreadful confe- 
quencc; but, as it fell out, it was extinguifiicd with 
the greated facility, and the brick-work fo fecured, 
that no accident of the like kind could again happen. 

From the ifiand of Formofa we dire< 5 led our courfe, 
foas to fall in with the coad of China, to the cadward 
of Pedro Blanco, as that rock is gcneiully elleemcd 
the beddiredion for (hips bound toMocao; ajid, on 
the 6th of November wc fell in with it, When we were 
prcfently furrounded by an incredible number of fidi- 
ing-boatsi, which covered the drrface of the fea as far as 
the eye could reach. Nor was this fwarm of fififing 
vcflels peculiar to that place; for, as we ran on to the 
wedward, we found them as abundant on every other 
^ ^ part 
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part of the coaft. From among thefe had no fort ]\ 

of doubt of procuring a pilot to Mocao; but, w hen we 1 
thought ourfelves near it, though w'e tempted them 
with fliewing them ba^s of Spanifli dollars, for which, 
it is faid, a Chinefe would fell his father, yet not one 
of them would venture to come on board us, nor give 
us the lead: intelligence; neither did ourihip,the like of 
which, fo armed and fitted, had never *beforc appeared 
upon their coafts, feem to excite in them any curiofity: 
they continued their fifliing with the fame apparent in¬ 
difference as if any trading Ihip had been pafling by ; 
and, when we made them fignals, they difregarded 
them as much, though they certainly iindcrflood them, | 
as if we had been only in fport. The next day, however, 
about two in the afternoon, as we were ffanding to the 
weft ward w ithin two leagues of the fhorc, ft ill furrounded 
as before, we obferved that a boat a-head of us waved a 
red flag, and blew a horn. This we apprehended was f 
a fignal for us, and accordingly w^e hoifted out our [ 
cutter, and Tent to know the meaning of it; when we j 
prefently difeovered our miftake, and that it was only 
the ufual notice to leave off fifhing, which the whole ; 
fleet inftantly obeyed. Being thus difappointed, we I 
kept on our cruife till we came to a group of iflands, 
round the wefternmoft of which wc were direiifed to 
pafs, and then to haul up. While W'e were thus em¬ 
ployed, a Chinefe pilot came on board, and in broken 
Portuguefe undertook to pilot us into harbour for 30 
dollars, and on the 12th of November anchored us lafe 
in Mocao -road; where the firft thing wc did was to fa- 
lute the fort, and to fend to the Portuguefe Governor to 
advife with his Excellency in what manner to behave to 
avoid giving offence to the Chinefe. The difficulty 
the Commodore principally apprehended related to the 
port charges ufually paid by fliips in the river Canton, 
from w'hich charges men-of-war are exempted in every 
port of Europe, and which the Commodore was deter¬ 
mined not to be forced to pay in this. In the evening 
the boat returned with two officers, who delivered it as 
the Governor's opinion, that, if the Centurion ventured 
into the river of Canton, the duly would moft cer¬ 
tainly be expedled ; and, therefore, if the Commodore 
approved of it, he would fend a pilot to condudl the 
ftiip into another harbour, called the Typa, where it 
was probable the port charges would never be dc- 
fnanded. To this propofal the Commodore agreed, 
the pilot was fent, and the ftiip fafely moored. 

Next day the Commodore paid a vifit in pcifon to 
the Governor,' to folicit a fupply of provifions, and of 
naval ftorcs to refit the ftiip. The Gjovernor very 
frankly acquainted the Commodore, that he durft not 
openly furnifti cither the one or the other; for that he 
himfelf neither received provifions for his garrifon but 
from day to day, by permiftion from the Chinefe go¬ 
vernment, nor any thing elfe but what his prefent ne- 
ceftlties required: however, he aftured the Commodore 
in a friendly manner, that he would give him all the 
affiftancein his power. On this declaration, the Com¬ 
modore determined to go to Canton himfelf, to pro¬ 
cure a licence from the Viceroy to purchafe a fupply, 
and, with this view, hired a Chinefe boat for himfelf 
and his attendants to carry them into port: but juft as 
they were ready to embark, the Hoppo refufed to grant 
them a permit; nor would he, notwithftanding all the 
intcreft the Commodore could make, withdraw the pro¬ 
hibition, till he was threatened to be compelled to it 
by force. This operated w hen fair means had failed; a 
permit was next day fent on board, and the Commo¬ 
dore proceeded to the Etiglilh fadory to confult with 
the principal officers there about the cautions that w^erc 
to be ufed, left the fadory ftiould fuffer by violent 
meafures, which he was folicitous to avoid. They ad- 
vifcd him to tranfad the bufinefs by the mediation of 
the Chinefe merchants, who at firft undertook to ac- 
complifti it; but, after trifling with him more than a 
month, they declared they durft not interfere in it. The 
merchants then undertook to procure him provifions 
clandeftinclyi but that would not fuffice. Upon his 
1 


return, he found the ftiip fo much out of repair riT^ 

could not proceed without being hove down- h k ^ 
fore, next day wrote a letter to the Viceroy .ar’-' 
ing him, that he was Commodore of a fquadron^T?' 
Britannic Majefty’s ftiips that had been cruifing • k 
South Seas againft the Spaniards, who whereat • k 
his nation; that his ftiip was leaky; that his n 1 
were in want of provifions; that he had put ^ 
Mocao, a friendly port, for a fupply, but that 
a ftrangcr to the cuftoms of the country^ he had°? 
unable to fuccecd; and, therefore, requefted, thatT 
might be permitted to employ w^orkmcn to rcDaiJ 
his ftiip, and that he might be fupplied with provi. 
lions at the accuftomed rates at which the articl * 
he ftood in need of were generally fold. Anoth^ 
difficulty was now ftarted as to the delivery of this 
letter, the Hoppo at firft: refufing to intermeddle with 
it; bur. on the Commodore’s expreffing fome refent- 
ment, and threatening to convey it to Canton by his 
own meftengers, he at length undertook not only to 
deliver it, but to procure an aiifwer: accordindy 
though the letter was only dated on the r 7th of Detem- 
ber, on the 19th a Mandarine of the firft rank, toaethcr 
with two others of an inferior clafs, and their atten¬ 
dants, having in tlieir retinue 18 half gallibs, decorated 
with rtrcamers,and furnifhed wdth bands oftnufic,came 
to a grapple a-hcad of the Centurion, whence the Man¬ 
darine fent in form to acquaint the Commodore, that 
he came by order of the Viceroy to examine the con¬ 
dition of the ftiip, and to report the fame as it Ibould 
appear to him upon a juft furvey. On this melTage, 
preparations were inftantly made to receive him; in 
particular, a hundred of the moft fightly men on board, 
uniformly drefted in the regimentals of the marines, 
were drawn up under arms on the niain-dcck againft his 
arrival. When he entered the ftiip, he was falutcd by 
the drums and military mufic, and conduced by fome 
of the principal officers to the quarter-deck, where he 
w as received in ftate by the Commodore, and then in¬ 
troduced to the great cabbin, where he explained his 
comniiftion, and prefented the perfons he had brought 
with him to take the furvey. The Mandarine ap¬ 
peared to be a perfon of fuperior abilities, and en¬ 
dowed with a franknefs and honefty not ufually to be 
met with among the ordinary ranks of Chinefe olli- 
cers; and, being an eye-witnefs of the dangerous ftate 
of the leaks, and of the neceffity there was for a tho¬ 
rough repair, he exprefled his entire acquiefcence in 
the report that had been given, and promifed to lay the 
fame immediately before the council upon his return, 
He was exceeding curious in infpeding the Ihip, in 
examining her guns, and poifing her great Ihot. 
expreft his aftonifhmcnt at her ftrength and her magni¬ 
tude; and the Commodore, to increafe his wonder, and 
fhew his own power, let him know how caly it vould 
be for him to deftroy the whole navigable force or 
China, and lay the city of Canton in ruins; but, 
vcrthclcfs, he allured him, that not the leaft violemj 
fliould be offered, provided his wants were fupph^ 
upon reafonable terms. . , • 

At the fame time the Conmiodore complained 0 
the behaviour of the officers at Mocao, who 
hibited the country people from felling 
his company, though they had paid for what they p 
chafed in fterling lilvcr. The Mandarine heard 
complaint without emotion, but faid it ftiould 
died for the future. After the buftnefs was 
ncr was ordered, and the Commodore apologile 
the meannefs of the fare from the difficulty he 

procure better; but the two inferior Mandarines, 

were the only perfons of their retinue permitted 
at tabic with them, ftiewed no diftike to any 
before them, except the beef, to which they 
fame diftike as the Jews have to pork, from an ear 
judicc derived from their anceftors; of this 
modore was not apprized, nor were they oftendc 
being fot before them. They were, indeed, 
wark at the ufe of knives and forks, and it 
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•eflar/ to introduce their own fervants to carve for 

'‘before they could make an end of their dinners. 
B tlf they were deficient in their manner of eating, 
fhev were no novices in putting about the glaiTes; for 
fhere was not an officer at table that durft engage with 
hem Seeing they were fond of Frontiniac, arid that 
fhev prefently emptied four or five bottles of it with¬ 
out any effed, the Commodore ordered a bottle of Ci¬ 
tron water to be brought up, which, on tailing, they 
jiked and, the Commodore exculing himfelf on ac¬ 
count of an illnefs he had not yet recovered, they 
clapped a ruddy-faced officer on the fiioulder, and de- 
fjred him to pledge them, faying, by their interpreter, 
they were fufe he could not plead illnefs for declining 
his glafs. When the bottle was out, they all rofe from 
tabl^withoutappcaringtobcin the leaddifordered,and, 
aftcrtheufual ceremonies, departed^ very well pleafed 
with their enteitainment. 

The Commodore now impatiently expeded the li¬ 
cence he had requcflcd ; but it was fevcral days before 
it palTed the iiecelfary forms, chiefiy owing to the in¬ 
trigues of a Frenchman, who, having the advantage of 
fpeaking the language fluently, was at no lofs in tra- 
verfingthe mcafurcs of the friendly Mandarine in fa¬ 
vour of Mr. Anfon; but a repetition of the threats al¬ 
ready referred to, produced, at lafl, the defired effed. 
0nthc6ch of January, the licence was received, and the 
carpenters were fet to work; but, previous to this, the 
prohibition was taken off^ and provifions were every 
day brought to the fliip in plenty. 

It wasjiowcvtr, the beginning of April before the 
repairs could be complcatcd, and the Chinefe began to 
be very iincafy at their long (lay. They had frequently 
font mclTages to the Commodore to haflcn hisdeparture, 
not knowing or believing that he was no Icfs in carncfl 
to be gone, than they were to be freed from the dread of 
his (lay. At length, on the ;jd of April, two Manda¬ 
rines came on board from Mocao, with a peremptory 
command addrefled to the Commodore, requiring him 
to depart; to which he made anfwcr, in a determined 
tone, that he would go when he thought proper, and 
not when they prefumed to command him. After this 
rebuke, however, all communication was forbidden, 
and no more provifions were fuflered to go on board; 
and fo (Iri^ly were thofe injunClions carried into execu¬ 
tion, that trom thcnceforwards nothing could be pur- 
chafed at any rate whatever. On the 6th of April, the 
Centurion weighed, and warped to the fouthwardj and, 
by the !5Ch, (lie was fafe in Mocao road, having corn- 
pleated her water as (he palfed along. On the 19th, Ihe 
again weighed anchor, and put to fca. 

3 ut long before this, that is, fome time in November, 
Captain Saunders, Commander of the Tryal’s prize, 
took palTagc on board a Swedilh fliip with difpatches 
from the Commodore to the government. And foon 
after, that is, about the riiiddle of December, Cap¬ 
tain Mitchell, Colonel Crackcrodc, Mr. Tafwcll, wuth 
his nephew Mr. Charles Herriot, and the Rev. Mr. 
Walter, embarked on board the company’s fliips on 
their Tcturn home. About this time wc received 
p ur(l news of the fafe arrival of the Severn and 
cad (the two drips of our fquadron that parted from 
Us mdoubling Cape Horn) at Rio Janeiro, on the coafl: 

^ brazil. The Severn had been remarkable for the 
^traordinary licknefs that had been more fatal on 
r fhan onboard of any other in the whole 

quadron, infomuch that her hands had been twice re- 
uited from the Centurion during her voyage to the 
aits of Lp Maire; and yet when (he parted company 
''anted hands to navigate her in a florm, which was 
of return. It was from the knowledge 

crew^^ JJ^^^n'imon mortality that prevailed among the 
be Commodore concluded the Severn to 

fafetv * ^ therefore, of her and the Pearl's 

Iona received with the greater plcafure, as w e had 
biothof them had pe- 
p ’ return from this digreflion: 

^'catheT 

1 "itn heavy rams and fuch amazing and ter- 
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n ying claps of thunder and flalhcs of lightning as no- 
mg or the kind I had ev'er Icen or heard bore any 
proportion tri. This was upon the breaking-up of the 
ea tcrly inonfoon, when fuch llorms are ufual in the 
country, accompanied fometimes with dreadful gulls 
ot wind called here by the name of Tuffoons, 6f the 
erteas of which the Chinefe relate very w^onderful 
(tones. ' 

While w'e were warping out of the harbour, the 
Commodore went on (hore to Mocao, to take leave of 
the Portuguefc Governor, who had, to the utmofl: of 
hi.s power, behaved in a very fncndly manner; and, 
at his coming trom the fort, he was faluted with 15 guns. 

During our (lay wchad entered about zofrcfli hands, 
being chiefly Lafears, Perfians, and Dutchmen; fo that 
our whole complement, when w'C failed, amounted to 
224 men and boys, among whom were fome of all na¬ 
tions, languages, and religions. 

Bei.ng now at fca, we were fome time in a (late of 
uncertainty what courfe the Commodore intended to 
fteer. He gave out at Mocao, that he was bound to 
Batavia, and thcncc to England; but his real defign 
was very different. The projc(fl: the Commodore had 
rcfoivcd upon in his own mind, was, to cruife for the 
annual drip from Acapulco to Manilla; and, not dif- 
couraged by his former difafters, he determined again 
to ril'que the cal'ualtics of the Pacific Ocean, and to 
take his (lation ofl^ CapeSpiriro Santo on the ifland of 
Jamal, being the fir(l land the-Acapulco fhips always 
make in approaching the Philippines. 

Being now at lea, it W'as no longer necclTar}' to con¬ 
ceal chis prqjctil; he, therefore, fummoned all his people 
on the quarter-deck, and in a (hort, but fpirited fpecch, 
informed them of his defign; w'hich w'as received by 
them with the mod expremve tokens of general appro¬ 
bation : and fuch a confidence of fucceeding diffufed 
itfelf through all the (hip’s company, that the Com- 
rnodorc, who had taken fome Chinefe flieep to fea writh 
him for his own provifion, enquiring one day of his 
butcher, why he had lately feen no mutton at his table? 
the man replied dryly, that in truth there were only two 
flicep lc§; and thefe, with his honour’s leave, he pro- 
profed to rclervc for the entertainment of the General 
of the galleons. 

When the Centurion left the port of Mocao, Ihc flood 
for fome d.iys to the wedward; and, on the firdof May, 
palfcd the ifiand of Formofa; and, deering to the 
Ibuchward, on the 4rh in the evening they came in 
light of the Ballicc Illands, which they fufpecled to be 
wrong laid down by Dampier, and from obfervation 
found them 25 leagues too far to the wedward. On 
the 20ch of May, they came in light of Efpirito Santo. 
.As it was known there were centinels placed upon the 
Cape to make fignals to the Acapulco Ihips, the Com¬ 
modore immediately tacked, and ordered the top-gal- 
lant-fails to be taken in, to prevent a difeovery: and 
this being the dation in which he propofed to cruife, he 
fixed the limits between the latitude of 12 deg. 50 min. 
N. and 13 deg. 5 min. the Cape itfelf lying in 12 deg. 
40 min. N. and in 4 deg. of cad longitude from Pfotcl 
I'obago Xima. It was now the time when the Manilla 
Ihip was every hour cxpecled; for they feldom or never 
fail of making land in the month of June, and fome¬ 
times fooncr, and it was now the lad day of May, ac- # 
cording to their llilc, when the Commodore took his 
dation. 

It were tedious to entertain the reader with the va¬ 
rious conjedlurcs, fiirmifcs, doubts, and anxieties, that 
agitated the minds of the people on board, from the 
day they came in fight of the Cape till the day that Mr. 
Charles Proby, a riridfiiipman, called out from the mad- 
head, A fail! This was on the 2orh of June, juft one 
month after their arrival at the Cape. There did not 
remain a doubt bur that it was one of the galleons (for 
two were expected this year, as none had been per¬ 
mitted to fail the year preceding); and the Commo¬ 
dore accordingly dood towards her. At half after 
feven in the morning, they could fee her from the deck, 
at which time die fired a gun to leeward, and took in 

her 
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top-gallant-fails, as a lignal,as it was then fuppofed, 

tohereWort; but in reality, as a fignal to her own 
pc-ople to prepare for adlion. I'he Commodore was 
furprized to fee her fleadily purfue her courfe, and was 
now in no fear of loling fight of her, as at noon he 
could fetch her w’akc. Herconfort not appearing, it 
was concluded they had parted, company ; and it now 
became vidble, that the galleon did not intend to fly, 
but to light. Every preparation had been previoufly 
made on board the Centurion, and all hands properly 
inflrutflcd; fothat every man on board repaired to his 
port with as much regularity and unconcern as if pre¬ 
paring for a review. I'hirty of the bell: markfmen 
lined the tops; two men placed themfclvcs at a gun 
to load them: and gangs of ten men each were 
appointed to go from gun to gun, to run them our, 
and fire them as fafl: as they were loaded. A con- 
llant running fire was by this means kept up, and no 
interval allowed for the enemy to (land to their guns in 
fafety, as is common when whole broadfides are dif- 
charged at once. 

About one in the afternoon, the galleon hauled up 
her fore-fail, and brought to under top-fails, with her 
head to the northward, hoifling Spanifli colours, and 
having the flandard of Spain flying at the top-gallant- 
mafl-hcad. About the fame time the Centurion hoifled 
her broad pendant and colours, being within gun-fliot 
of the enemy; and the Commodore, feeing them clear¬ 
ing their decks of their cattle and lumber, gave orders 
to lire the chace-guns, to diflurb them in their work. 
The galleon returned the fire with two of her fiern- 
guns, one of which carried away one of our fore Ihrouds, 
and our fore-flay tackle, which could nor have been 
done by an ordinary ball. The Centurion fetting her 
fprit-fail fore and aft for boarding, the galleon, out of a 
bravado, did the fame. Soon after, the Centurion fiiot 
a-breaft of the enemy within piffol lliot, and now the 
engagement became hot. For the firfi: half hour the 
Centurion over-reached the galleon, and lay on her bow', 
and, by the widenefs of her ports, could traverfe almofl: 
all her guns upon the enemy, whilfl; the galleon could 
only bring a pait of hers to bear upon the Centurion in 
i-eturn. In the heat of the adlion, the mats w ith which 
the galleon had fluffed her netting took fire, and burnt 
violently, blazing up near as high as the mizzen-top. 
This accident threw the cnqmy into the utmofl: terror, 
and alfo alarmed the Commodore, for fear the galleon 
fliould be burnt, and for fear he himfelf might fuffer by 
being clofcly grappled by her. Flappily, however, 
that danger was averted, and the fire extinguifhed, by 
cutting away the netting, and letting the whole tumble 
into the Tea. All this w hile the Commodore kept his 
firfl advantageous pofition, firing with great regularity 
and brifknefs; while at the fame time the galleon’s 
decks lay open to our top-men, who, having at their 
firfl volley driven the Spaniards from their tops, made 
prodigious havock with their fmall arms, killing or 
w ounding every officer but one that appeared upon the 
quarter-deck, and wounding in particular the General 
ol the galleon himfelf. Thus the a(flion continued for 
more than half an hour; but then the Centurion lofl the 
fuperiority of her fituation, and came clofc along-lide 
of the galleon, w hen the enemy continued their fire 
with great aCliviry for near an hour longer; yet, even in 
this pofition the Commodore’s grapc-lhot fwept their 
decks fo cfFcchially, and the number of the dead and 
wounded became fo confidcrable, that they began to 
fall into great confufion, cfpccially as the General, w ho 
was the life of the adion, was no longer able to exert 
himfelf. The diforder was fo great, that their officers 
were fecn from the Centurion running about to prevent 
the defertionof their men from their polls: but all their 
endeavours were in vain; for, after having, as a Jafl 
effort, fired five or fix guns with more judgment than 
ufual, they yielded up the conteft; and, the galleon’s 
colours being lingcd off the enfign-ftaft' at the begin¬ 
ning of the engagement, flic ftmek the flandard at the 
Wiain-top-gallant-maft-hcad; but even this office would 
have been at the peril of the man’s fife, had not the 
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Commodore, obferving what he was about 

prefs orders to leave off firing. ‘ 

The Commodore, w hen the adion was end 
Iblvcd to make the befl of his. way with his nr - ^ 

river Canton, being in the mean time luUy eninl 
fccuring his prilbners, and in removing the^t r*'' 
from on board the galleon into the Centurio 
firfl bufmefs was to comniiffion the fliip^ a^d ' 
under the command of proper officers: 

Saumarez was appointed Captain, and 
diately ordered on board to take polTcflion ST 
charge. ‘ ”‘5 

But, jufl as the galleon had. flriick, the oIHccr u-K 
commanded between decks came up, fccminglyto 
gratulatc the Commodore on his conqucll, but aiT 
fame time privarcly whifpered to him, that theCenn 
rion w'as dangcroufly on fire near the powder-room' 
It feems one of the lads called powdcr-nionkic.s bd * 
hccdlcfs, a cartridge that he was carrying blew’ ud*!^ 
his hands; this fired another, and that three of th" 
lowcr-dcck guns on the off fide of the ffiip, ^vhich 
being happily loaded and laid down for fcn'icc,’and the 
ports hauled up to vent the fmoke, they did not occa- 
lion the Icaft mifehief; however, the'cartridges and 
guns together raifed fuch a fmothcr, that it was at firll 
doubtful whether it proceeded from the cxplofion, or 
from a part of the fhip being on fire. In fad, u^n 
examination, it w'as found to proceed from both; for 
part of a cartridge having fallen between the planks of 
the deling, dole aft by the fcuttle of the Chaplain’s 
cabbin, not only a confiderable fmoke ifllicd out, but a 
very fcnfible heat, and, had it not been immediately 
cxtinguiflied, the confequence would have been dread¬ 
ful: to be brief,,a few pails of water fcafonablv applied 
did more than all the water of the ocean could have 
effeded after an hour’s delay. 

Tills alarm being thus happily fubfidcd,we draughted 
out 50 of our people (of whom myfclf was one) to board 
and man the prize. I had heard we had killed them 
60 men, and wounded as many more, and expected to 
have feen the horrid fpeclacle of mangled limbs, dead 
carcaffes, and decks covered with blood; but no fuch 
fpeclacle appeared; a party having been properly 
llationed, during the time of adion, to walh away the 
blood, and to thro\v the dead over-board. We found, 
however, many dcfpcratcly wounded, and among them 
the General, who had received a luulkct-ball in his 
breafl, and was fo ill, or pretended to be fo ill, that it 
was judged unlafc to move him from his cabbin; but 
all the other officers, together with the pafiengers of 
note, were fent on board the Centurion. Among the 
latter was an old gentleman. Governor of Guam, who 
was going to Manilla to renew his coinmilfion, and 
who had fcarcc mounted the Centurion’s fide before k 
was received with open arms by Mr. Crooden, Capwin 
of marines, who 36 years before, at the battle ot Al¬ 
manza, had been his prifoncr, and honourably ufed by 
him. Thefc two renewed their old acquaintance, and 
Captain Crooden had a long-wiflied-for opportunity ol 
returning the favours he had formerly rcceived> 
which he gratefully remembered. 

The fliip, upon examination, was found to contain 
to the value ol'mqre than a million and a halt of dote 
was called the Nueflra Signora de Cabadonga, 
jeronitno de Montcro, Commander, by nation a Porw- 
guefe, and accounted the mofl intrepid officer emplovc 
in the Spanifli mercantile fcrvice: and, indeed, in 
opinion, he was more brave than prudent; for, 
no wife man, intrufled with fuch a cargo, fix Icagn® 
to the windward of a man-of-war purpofely 
to intercept him, would have borne down upon ^ 
enemy, and braved him to his teeth, when, with 
advantage of the wind, he might have gonefafc top j 
from whence he was not more than 10 or 
diftant, and where he might then have fet his punn« 
defiance. ^ 

His galleon was indeed larger than the man 0 ' 

was pierced lor 64 guns, but had only 36 moti 
mofl of them 12 .pounders, and 1.7 ofrhem 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































VOYAGE ROUND the WORE D. 


) slides 28 peteraroes, in her gunwale, quarters, 
'' I carrying each a 41b. ball, and, before the en 
finen’t Ihc muftcred 640 men capable of bearing 
S olficers, and pafll'ngers included. She was, bc- 


wSVurniflied withTmall arms, and was parcicu- 
llv'provided againft boarding, both by her clofe 
and by a ftrong net work of two-inch rope 
?ccd over her uafle, and fortified with half-pikes 
ohced in the manner of cheveaux de frize ; but, not- 
rithftanding all her defences, Ibc had 64 men killed, 
" d 84 wounded, whilft the Centurion had only two 
killed, and a lieutenant and 16 men wounded, 
aHof whoin recovered, one man only excepted. 

And now the Commodore learnt from fome of the 
rifoners, that the other fliip, which he had kept in 
the port of Acapulco the year before, inftead of return¬ 
ing in company with this, as was expedlcd, had failed 
earlier in the feafon than ufual, and was probably got 
into Manilla before the Centurion fet fail from Mocao; 
fo that, notw'irhflanding our prefent fuccefs, we had 
reafon to regret the lofs of time occafioned by the de¬ 
lays of tliC Chinefe, which prevented our taking two 
rich prizes inficadof one ; though, to fay the truth, it 
would not have been an eafy talk to difpofe of the pri- 
foners, which, even as it fell out, was a matter that gave 
the Commodore no fmall dil'qiiictude; for they were 
above double the number of our own people ; and fome 
ofthem obferved, when they were brought aboard, how 
flcnderly we were manned; and the General himfclf 
could not help exprelling his indignation to be thus 
beaten by a handful of boys. It was Lherefofe ncceflary 
for our own prefervation to prevent their riling ; and 
that could not be fecurcly cflcdlrcd without exercifing a 
degree of feverity which in any other circumftances 
could not have been jufiified on the principles of hu¬ 
manity ; forrhere was no method practicable but that 
of Ibwing the men in the holds of the two fliips j and 
as for the officers, 17 in number, they w'crc confined in 
the Firfl Lieutenant’s cabbin, under a guard of fix men, 
lirll depriving them of their arms, and then keeping a 
llri(ft watch on all their motions. Indeed, the fiiffer- 
ings of the common men, fuch of them in particular 
who were not employed in navigating the fliip, were 
much to be pitied; for, the weather being extremely 
hoc, the flench of the holds loathfome beyond concep¬ 
tion, and their allowance of water but jufl fufficient to 
keep them alive, being only a pint a day for each man, 
it was next to a miracle that not a man of them died 
during their confinement, except five of the wounded, 
who expired the very night they were brought aboard 
the Centurion. Thus circumflanccd, the motives ol 
humanity, as well as interefl, ftrongly urged theCom- 
lu^orc to haflen his return to China; and the prize 
lining much damaged, both in her hull and rigging, it 
was found neceffary to take her in tow for the quicker 
tiilpatch. 

On the zrfl of June it blew a ftorm, which continued 
till the 25th, when the fea ran mountains high: in this 
Centurion loft her long-boat, and the prize a 

of July w'e paflfed between the Bafliee 
lands, though the Fippling of the fea feemed to in- 
icacc bfeakers or rocky ground ; but the wind being 
0 tar to the northward as to render it difficult to 
^tathcr them, we rifqued the danger to fliorten the 
oyage, Qn the gth of July we made the coaft of 
of I irh came to an anchor oft' the city 

v ocao; from thence w e proceeded to the river of 
rnet with the ufual obftrudtions from 
cuUoni-houfe officers, and where the Commodore 
wiv pbflged, as it were, refolutcly to force his 
tali flation. The officer who came to 

feem / of his (hips, in the ufual manner, 

froiYi^n when he talked of being exempted 

that ^^tjftomed rates, and gave him to underftand 
thatca^ . duty muft be paid by every fliip 

ports; and the pilot had private in- 
Eris ^tps through the Bocca Ty- 

* forms the entrance into the 


3 ^' 

river of Canton, till fecurity was given for the accus¬ 
tomed charges. 

And here it may be ncceflary jufl: to mention, that 
this pafs, not more than a quarter of a mile in breadth, 
is defended by two forts on the oppolitc Tides; but thefe 
the Commodore di(regarding, and being determined to 
enter the river without delay, as the ftormy feafon was 
approaching, hecaufed the pilot to be brought before 
him, and in a determined tone threatened to hang him 
to the yard-arm, if he did not inftantly take charge of 
the fliip, and carry her fafe, without ftriking ground, 
through the Bocca Tygris into the open river. The 
poor pilot performed his office, but did not efcape pu- 
niflinicnt for what he could not help. He was in¬ 
ftantly feized on being relcafed from the Centurion, 
committed to prifon, and rigoroufly difeiplined wuth 
the bamboo. How ever, he found means to get accefs 
to the Commodore aftcrw'ards, to fupplicate a recom- 
pence, who, ever ready to rew ard the fufierers in his 
fcrvice, gave him fuch a fum as more than contented 
him for his w hipping. Nor was the poor pilot the only 
luffiercr; for the Governors of i he forts w ere both dii- 
placcd for not preventing what it was in vain for them 
to attempt to oppofe, and for not doing what all the 
council muft know w as impoflible to be done. 

On the 16th the Commodore fent his Second Lieu¬ 
tenant to Canton, w ith a letter to the Viceroy, afligning 
his rcafons for putting into that port, demanding a li¬ 
cence for purchaling jirovilions and ftores, and intimat¬ 
ing an intention of waiting upon his Excellency in per- 
fon to make his acknowledgements. The Lieutenant 
was civilly received, and promifed an anfwer the next 
day. In the mean time, the principal officers of the 
prize deflred permiflion to go to Canton on their pa¬ 
role, w'hich was readily granted. Thefe no fooner ar¬ 
rived, than they were called before the magiftracy, and 
examined; when they gencroufly and frankly acknow'- 
ledged, that they fell into the hands of the Commodore 
by the chance of w ar, and that though they w’ere pri- 
foners, they w'ere notwithftanding at liberty to treat for 
their rclcafe: they faid farther, that it was not the cuf- 
toni among European nations to put prifoners to death; 
but that the laws of war authorized much fevercr treat¬ 
ment than they had hitherto met with from their con¬ 
querors. This confeffion from an enemy had great 
weight with the Chinefe, who, till then, though they 
had revered the Commodore's naval force, had yet fuf- 
pe<5i:ed his morals, and had confidercd him rather as a 
lawlefs Irec-booter, than as one commiflioned by the 
ftate for the revenge of public injuries. 

On the 20th of July, three Mandarines with their re¬ 
tinue came on board, and brought the Viceroy’s permit 
for a daily fupply of provifions, and for pilots to carry 
the ftiips up the river as high as the fecond bar; and, at 
the fame time they delivered a meflage from the Vice¬ 
roy, in anfwer to that part of the Commodore’s letter 
W'hich related to his vifiting his Excellency; the fub- 
ftance of which melTage was, that the Viceroy wiflicd 
the Commodore to defer his vifit till the hot feafon was 
over, but that, in September, when the w'eather w'ould 
be more temperate, he fiiould be glad to receive him. 
This the Commodore looked upon as a fineffe, know¬ 
ing an exprefs was fent up to the Emperor’s court at 
Peking; whence the real motive for putting off the vi- 
flt feemed to be to gain time to receive the Emperor’s 
iiiftrucftions concerning the ceremony to be obferved at 
his reception. I'he Mandarines, having difpatched 
this part of their commiflion, next entered upon the 
buflnefs of the port charges ; w hereupon the Commo¬ 
dore at once cut them fliort, by telling them, that, as 
he did not come to trade, he was not to be treated 
upon the fame footing w'ith trading ftiips; that his 
Britannic Majefty’s fliips never paid cuftoms in the 
ports of Europe, nor ever would be fubjeift to any pe¬ 
cuniar)' impofts in any other port whatever. Finding 
nothing to be gained on this head, they told the Com¬ 
modore, that they had ft ill another matter in charge, 
and that was the rcleafe ot‘ the prifoners taken on board 
the galleon; for that the Emperor would never permit 
4 Z the 
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the fubjecbs of princes with NVhom he was in alliance to 
be held in bondage in his dominions, nor could the 
Viceroy anfvver it to his Sovereign if he fulfered it; and 
that, therefore, his Excellency hoped that the Commo¬ 
dore would give immediate orders for their releafe. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to the 
Commodore, who wanted much to be rid of the in¬ 
cumbrance, than this requifition, yet, to inhance the 
favour, he at firfl: raifed difficulties; but at length fuf- 
fered himfelf to be prevailed upon by their intreaties, 
and concluded, by afTuring them, that, to flievv his rea- 
dinefs to oblige, he would deliver up the prifoners when¬ 
ever the Viceroy would plcafe to order boats to fetch 
them. Matters being thus adjufted, the Mandarines 
departed: and, in a few days, two Chinefe junks were 
fent from Canton to carry them to Mocao, under the 
diredlion of one Captain Fial, Commander of a Spa- 
nifh merchant-man, to whofe flhp we gave chace in 
our paflTage from the Bafliec Illands to Mocao, but lofl 
fight of her in the night. 

To this gentleman the General of the galleon, and 
all his officers, except one who accompanied us to 
England, w'ere delivered up. And now I have occa- 
fion to mention the General, I cannot help relating an 
affair which gave us on board the prize a great deal of 
concern, and fufficiently (hewed the meannefs of his 
fpirit, and his beggarly craft. I have already taken no¬ 
tice of his being wounded in the engagement, and of 
his being indulged with the ufc of his own cabbin till he 
was fit to be removed. The Commodore over and 
above this indulgence, fent him a furgeon from his own 
fliip, upon a complaint that the Spanifii furgeon on 
board the galleon w’as quite ignorant in his profeffion; 
but at the fame time he fent an officer to demand his 
commiffion. Pretending to the officer that he was 
unable to move, he referred him to a fmall box in a 
locker of his private cabbin, in which, he faid, it w^as, 
and likewife a fword-belt fet w'ith diamonds of great 
value, his own property; but, upon fearch, neither the 
commiffion nor the belt could be found: and, as fome 
of our people had been rummaging both that and other 
arcs of the (hip, he protefted, that, if they could not 
e there found, they mufl: have been taken away and 
concealed. Under colour of this concealment, though 
he never produced his commiffion, he all along re¬ 
ceived the mofl: humane and gentlemanlike treatment 
that the moft w'orthy officer could defire or expe( 5 l; 
and fuch w'as continued rill his departure, when neither 
his cheffs, of which he had two very large ones, nor 
any of his trunks or cafes were fuftered to be fearched: 
but every thing which he claimed as his perfonal effedis 
were delivered to him with the greateft care and punc¬ 
tuality; though, as I was afterwards informed, he had 
many valuable ventures concealed, which ought to have 
been delivered up as prize to the captors; but, as that 
was never examined into, he carried them off with the 
reff, and, it was fuppofed, was not the leaff among the 
gainers by the capture of his fiiip. He perfifted, how¬ 
ever, to the laft in the lofs of his commiffion and belt, 
and, though there were none on board on whom he 
could charge the theft, yet the Commodore fufficiently 
expreffed his difpleafurc againfl: the whole by the pro¬ 
hibition he laid upon us, as foon as the prize came to 
an anchor in the river, by which all communication 
was cut off between us and the country people, and no 
boat fuffered to come near us but our own; by which fe- 
vereorderwe were entirely debarred from purehafing our 
own provifions and neceffaries from the Chinefe, which 
the people in the Centurion were at full liberty to do; 
neither could we employ the Chinefe tradefmen to fup- 
ply us with apparel, of which we flood greatly in need, 
though in that toothc Centurion’s people were indulged: 
and all this for no other reafon, that was ever affigned, 
but that, if the jewels the General had loft were con¬ 
cealed, the Commodore was determined the fecrcter 
fiiould have no opportunity of difpofing of them with¬ 
out being difeovered. Had this precaution been taken, 
as it ought, for the fatisfa( 5 lion of thofe who fuffered un¬ 
der the feverity of the cenfure, and had the efteds of 
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theSpanifh General been properly infpe^ediT^ 
creter would have been publickly expofed- f 
vve afterwards fell down to Mocao with the fh‘°*^’ 
we fold the prize, I was myfelf told bv an 
that the General had both his commiffionand 
that he made no fee ret of the matter at 
that he had ofVered the jewels (being only madfuD’J? 
way of blind)among the merchants for fale. ^ • 

But to return: during our flay in the river C 
our people were employed in repairing the 
over-hauling her fails and ngging, cleanfingand v» 
tilating her decks and quarters below, and in • 
and decorating her hull; infomuch, that when 
to fail, (he had more the appearance of a fliip 
fitted out, than one that had been a three years vova^ 
in traverfing the globe. While thefe things were doif 
on board the Centurion, we in the prize were bufJ 
in rummaging for treafure, till about the latter end^tf 
Augufl, when we made a full end of our fearch and 
found, upon account of the captors, in fpecie, i,2'-8 rw; 
dollars, and 1,324 of wrought plate and virgiVfiivlr 
The jewels we found were not then valued. 

At the fame time that the inferior-officers and fca- 
men were employed in thefe different ferviccs the 
Commodore had a ftill more important bulinefs in hand. 
He knew it w'as impoffible for us to proceed to Europe 
without an ample fupply of provifions and other S 
ftorcs; and, though we were furnifhed with a daily al¬ 
lowance, yet no order had been obtained for viduallintr 
us for our intended voyage. Application had indeed 
been made, and terms agreed upon w'ith the contrac¬ 
tors to furnifh whatever was neceffar)^; and they had 
undertaken to procure the Viceroy’s pcrniilfion for the 
delivery; but when, about the middle of September, 
the proper officer was fent to enquire w hat fonvardnefs 
thefe things were in, he found that neither the baker had 
begun to bake the bread, nor the butcher to kill the 
oxen, norw'as the leaff flep taken to comply with any 
one article of the agreement. Wc could no othenvife 
account for this faithlefs procedure of the Chinefe, than 
by fuppofing they meant to ffarve us into a compliance 
with their accuftomed demands for port charges, with 
which the Commodore was determined never to ac- 
quiefee. Indeed, it was fLirpC(5led, that the contrac¬ 
tors themfelves had fome intereft in promoting the de¬ 
lay, though it was not eafy to penetrate the views by 
which they were infiuenced, as it may with tmthbeaf- 
ferted, that in artifice, falfhood, and attachment wall 
kinds of lucre, the Chinefe, as a nation, arc not to be 
paralleled by any other people under the fun. It were 
endicfs to recount all the artifices, extortions, and frauds, 
which were pradifed on the Commodore and his people 
by this interefted race. The method of buying provi¬ 
fions in China being by weight, the tricks made ufc of 
to make them heavy are almofl incredible. At one 
time a number of fowls and ducks being bought for the 
(hip’s (lore, the greateft part of them prcfcntly did, 
wffiich fpread a general alarm on board left they fli(^‘“ 
have died of poifon; but, on examination, it was dir 
covered that they had been crammed with fmall llonc> 
and gravel to increafe their weight. The hogs, 
bought of the Chinefe butchers ready killed, were touiw 
to have had water injedled into the carcafesforthc&i^*^ 
purpofc; and when, to avoid this cheat, the 
bought alive, it was found that fait had been 
them to increafe their third, that methods had beenu 
to fupprefs their urine, and that the tortured aniwaj* 
had been fold in that inflated (late. Mr. Walter at ^ 
—[for it is on this authority that thefe infiancesarc 
ported]—that, as the Chinefe never fcniplc 
animals that die of themfelves, they contrived,yf 
fecret practices, when the Commodore put ' f.jf 
part of his live fea-ftore (liould die in a Ihort 
it was put on boai-d: in order, therefore, to 
cond profit of the dead carcafes which they 
would be throwm over-board, they followedm 
pick up the carrion; and, accordingly, 
the hogs dying before they were out of 
their labour could not be in vain. 
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'-:r;;^ery of the contraflors being now difco- 

j .h.. rommodore determined to renew his former 
A ion fo^an audience with the Viceroy. With 
he notified his intention to the proper Man- 
j"'* 7 a’nddefired that he would fix the time with the 
Sy when he would be pleated to receive him; at 
, r rime dvinff him to underftand, that, on the 
of October, he intended to proceed in his boat to 
r ron The Mandarine returned for anfwer, that he 
d acaiiaint the Viceroy with the Commodore’s in- 
r'lntions As it was apprehended, that the payment of the 
ftomar\' duties would be demanded at this interview, 
rhP Commodore took the neceffary precautions to pre- 
rnt theChinefefrom facilitatingthe fuccefsof their pre- 
ff^aiions by having him in their power at Canton, and, 
therefore gave the command of the Centurion tohisFirll 
T^iucenant Mr. Brett (now Sir Piercy), with orders if he 
Jhould be detained, to lie at the mouth of the river, and 
fuffer no fliip or boat to pafs or repafs till he was re- 
leafcd, by which the whole navigation of the river 
would be immediately obftruclcd. 

This being known to the Chinefe, they were now 
more than ever embarrafled in their deliberations. The 
morning of the ift of Odober arrived, and juft as the 
boats crew, eighteen in number, which the Commo¬ 
dore propofed to take with him, appeared in their uni¬ 
form, namely, fcarlet jackets and blue filk waiftcoats, 
the whole trimmed with filvcr, with ftlver badges on 
their jackets and caps, his linguift came to him from 
the Mandarine, to tell him, that a letter had been re¬ 
ceived from the Viceroy, defiring the Commodore to 
defer his intended purpofe for two or three days, which 
not being doubted, the men were ordered to be undreft, 
and the preparations were all laid aftde; but, in the af¬ 
ternoon of the fame day, another linguift came on board, 
feemingly in a great panic, informing him, that the 
Viceroy had expeefted him up that day; that the coun¬ 
cil wasaflembled, and the troops underarms to receive 
him; and that the Viceroy w'as highly incenfed at the 
difappointment, and had fent the Commodore’s linguift 
to prifon, chained, fuppofing him to be the foie caufe of 
the contempt. This plaufible tale gave the Commo- 
doregreat uneafinefs, not at that time fufpediing any 
impofition; and though it afterwards appeared to be 
all a mere farce, yet the fallhood was fo well fiipportcd 
by the artifices of the Chinefe merchants, that three 
days afterwards the Commodore received a letter, figncd 
by all the Supercargoes of the Englilh flfrps then at the 
place, exprefling their uneafinefs at what had happened, 
and intimating their fears that fomc infult would be of¬ 
fered to his bout, if he attempted to come to Canton 
before the Viceroy was fully fatisfied of the miftake. 
To this letter the Commodore replied, that he did not 
believe there had been a miftake, but w’as perfuaded it 
was a forgery of the Chinefe to prevent his vifiting the 
Viceroy; that, therefore, he w’ould certainly come up 
to Canton on the 13th of Odlobcr, confident that the 
Chinefe would not dare to ofier him any infult, as well 
knowing he fhould want neither pow'er nor inclination 
to make them a proper return. 

* On the r3th of October, the Commodore continuing 
firm to his refolutions, all the Supercargoes of the Eng- 
fifti, Danifh, and Swedifli fliips, came on board the 
Centurion, to accompany him to Canton, for which 
place he fet out in his barge the fame day, attended by 
his own boats, and by thoft of the trading ftiips, which 
on this occafion were fent to augment his retinue. As 
he pafled by Wampo where the European veflels lay, he 
was falutcd by all of them except the French, and in 
he arrived fafely at Canton. 

The Chinefe merchants, who affected to appear very 
jnuch pleafed that he had met with no oppofition in 
nis way, pretended that the Viceroy was then fo fully 
employed in preparing his difpatches for Peking, that 
} was no getting admittance to him; but that they 
ad engaged one of the officers of his court, as foon as 
e Has at leifure, to notify the Commodore's arrival, 
^^deavour to fix the audience. Though the Com- 
®dore knew this to be a falfehood, yet he fuftcred 


himfclf to be perfuaded by the European Supercargoes 
not to appear to doubt it, provided the Chinefe mer¬ 
chants would undertake that his bread fhould be baked, 
his meat faked, and his ftores in rcadinefs^within the 
fpace of 40 days; after which time, if the leaft article 
was pretended to be forgotten, he would force his way 
to the Viceroy, and prefer his complaint. During the in¬ 
terval, while the contractors were endeavouring in car- 
neft to fulfil the terms of the agreement on their part, 
(w'hich by the way they inliftcd fliould be paid-for in 
advance on his), a fire broke out in the fuburbs of Can¬ 
ton, which on the firft alarm might eafily have been 
extinguifhed, by pulling dowm fome of the adjoining 
fheds; W'hich the Commodore with his officers and crew 
obferving, were infiantly about to carry into execution; 
but they were told, that whatever they pulled down 
they muft build up again at their own expence, and that 
none but a Mandarine muft prefume to direCt upon 
fuch occafions. The Commodore, on this admonition, 
difpatchcd his people to the Englifti faClory to afiift 
them in fecuring their effcCfs, as it was eafy to forefee 
that no diftance wasfafe from fire, where the common 
people contented thcmfclvcs w'ith gazing at it, and 
now-and-then holding up an idol or two to extinguifli 
it. At length, however, a Mandarine came out of the 
city, with 4 or 500 firemen, who made fome very feeble 
efforts to pull down the neighbouring houfes; but by 
this time the fire had extended itfclf, and had fpread 
among the merchants vvarchoufes, where the Chinefe 
firemen had neither fpirit nor fldll to encounter it; fo 
that it was feared the whole city would have been laid 
in afiies. In this emergency, the Viceroy vouchfafed to 
make his appearance, and a meflage w'as fent to the Com¬ 
modore rcqiiefting his affiftance. Accordingly, he haf- 
tened a fecond time, with about 40 of his people, to the 
place where the fire raged with the moft violence, and 
in fight of the whole city performed fuch daring, and, 
to the people who beheld them, fuch aftonifliing feats, 
that they looked upon them as falamanders, and cried 
out, that they could live in fire. In truth, it was no un¬ 
common thing to fee the boldcft and moftadlive amopg 
them tumble on the roofs amidft the ruins of the houfes 
which their own efforts had brought down under them. 
And thus, by their refolution and agility, the fire was 
very foon fubdued, to the aftonilhment of the Chinefe 
w'ho WTre fpc<ftators of the wonders they performed. 
On this occafion the Swcdifii w as the only European 
factory that fuflered; yet on my arrival in England, to 
my no fmall diverlion, I read in the Paris Gazette, that 
the city of Canton had been alrnoft wholly deftroyed; 
and that, in particular, the Englilh, Dutch, Danifh, and 
PortLiguefe faClorics, had been burnt down, and alrnoft 
all their efteCts confumed; but that the French faCtory 
had providentially cfcaped,their goods being all (hipped 
before the conflagration reached the quarter allotted for 
their refidence. 

This fignal affiftance gained the Admiral much re- 
fpeCt; he was the next day waited upon by the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants with prefents and thanks; and foon af¬ 
ter, a melfagecame from the Viceroy appointingthe 30th 
of November for the day of audience. .Being highly 
pleafed with his laft intimation, he inftantly gave orders 
for the neceftary preparations; and engaged Mr. Flint, 
a gentleman belonging to the EngUfii factory, for his 
interpreter, who, being trained up from his infancy 
among the Chinefe, fpoke their language fluently, and 
who was not afraid to declare with boldnefs what the 
Admiral delivered him in charge, a part which theChi- 
nefc interpreters w'ould not have dared to have per¬ 
formed with equal fidelity. 

On the day appointed, at i o o’clock, the Commodore 
and his retinue fet out; and, as he entered the outer gate 
of the city, he was met by a guard of 200 foldicrs, who 
conduced him to the great parade before the Empe¬ 
ror’s palace, in w'hich the Viceroy then refided, where a 
body of troops to the number of 10,000 were drawn up 
under arms, who made a fine appearance, being all new 
cloathed for this ceremony. Through the middle of 
this body the Commodore w'ith his retinue marched to 
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the hall of audience, where he found the Viceroy feated 
under a rich canopy in the Emperor’s chair of ftate, 
with all his council of Mandarines attending. He was 
feated the third in order from the Viceroy, the chiefs 
of the law and treafury being the only perfons feated 
above him. He then, addrcffing himfelf to the Vice¬ 
roy by his interpreter, complained to him of the de¬ 
lays he had met with, the infincerity of thofe he had 
employed, the vexatious impofitions of the officers of 
the cuitoms, the grievances of the Britifli fubjeds, and, 
linally, the lofs fullained by the Haflingfield Indiaman, 
who had arrived there difmafled but a few days before 
the fire happened, by which the crew had been great 
fufferers, and the Captain in particular, who had loft a 
cheft of treafure value 4500 tahel. To the latter article 
the Commodore received for anfwer, that, in fettling 
the Emperor’s cuftoms with that fhip, the Captain 
ftiould be confidered. To the other complaints, the 
Commodore received no anfwer at all. And having 
now gone through the fcveral articles he had in charge 
from the company, he entered next upon his own 
affairs, and particularly concerning the licence to fhip 
off his provilions and ftores, which, he faid, were all 
ready, and the feafon for failing was now fet in. The 
Viceroy replied to this, that the licence ftiould be im¬ 
mediately iftlied, and that every thing ftiould be ordered 
on board the following day. The bulinefs being now 
at an end, the Viceroy continued the converfation for 
fome time on matters of indifference and curioficy ; 
and, after obferving that the Centurion had been long 
on their coafl, he concluded with acknowledgments for 
the fervices the Commodore had rendered the Chinefe 
nation by the ad:ivity of his people at the late fire, and 
with wifhing him a profperous voyage to Great 
Britain. Thus happily concluded this long-expcdcd 
audience; and, in purfuance of the Viceroy’s pro- 
mifes, the provifions were begun to be ftiipped the 
very next day: and now all the preparations for putting 
to fea were purfued with fo much expedition, that by 
the 9th the Centurion and her prize were ready to un¬ 
moor, and on the loth pafled through the Bocca Tygris 
into the open road, and on the rath anchored before 
the town of Mocao. While they lay here, the Portu- 
guefc merchants entered into treaty wdth the Commo¬ 
dore for the purchafe of the prize, for which they 
would give no more than 6000 dollars, though worth 
double that fum ; but the impatience of the Commo¬ 
dore to be gone, that he might himfelf be the mef- 
fenger of his own good fortune, and thereby prevent 
the enterprizes of the enemy to intercept him, prevail¬ 
ed upon him to conclude the bargain ; and, Ihe being 
delivered on the 15th of December, and the money re¬ 
ceived, in the afternoon of the fame day he hoifted 
fail, and took his departure for his native home. On 
the 3d of January he came to an anchor on Prince’s 
Ifland, in the flraits of Sunda, where he ftaid the bell 
part of five days to wood and water, and on the 8 th 
w'eighed and continued his courfe. From this time 
till the 20th wc had foul and ftormy weather, fo bad 
that I thought it impolTible to meet with fuch in lati¬ 
tudes fo near the Equator; and the wind blowing 
dircdlly againft us, wc were driven pretty near the coaft 
of New Holland; and, had it continued blowing from 
the fame quarter, with equal violence, for 48 hours 
longer, we ftiould have found it difficult to have cleared 
that coaft; but, on the 21ft, the wind abated, and the 
weather became moderate. On the 24th the trade-' 
wind fet in, and we then proceeded on our paftage with 
the higheft alacrity. 

On the 22d of February, at half after four in the 
morning, 1 difeovered a comet to the eaftward, near 
the horizon, being, as I judged, lately emerged from 
the fun's rays. Its tail was at this time about 10 deg. 
in length; but in lefs than a fortnight it increafed and 
extended itfclf to near 40 degrees. Its head appeared 
very large and bright; and, on a nice infpe< 5 lion, I 
have perceived it when the fun has been about a 
diameter above the horizon. The next time I obferved 
its diftance from the planet Venus to be 26 deg. 50 


min. following the order of the planets; but 
inftruments proper for taking altitudes \vith'°^ 
obvious fenfible horizon, I was prevented ^ 
more fatisfaeftory obfervations. From thi<i m* ^ *^^‘**8 
6th of March, we had pleafant weather, withV'^^^ 
ceptions; but on that and the three folloi? 
being near the Cape of Good Hope, we had f ^ 
terous ftorms; yet, when we arrived at TabbT^*^’ 
the 11 th, the Dutch knew not that any fuch h'A* 
pened. We found riding here two Englilh t 
men, the Salilbury and Warwick, each of whl^h n 
us with 13 guns, and we returned ii. We alfo r 
five Dutch ftiips, one of which having, as Ad ' 
a flag at his main-top-iiiaft-heid, faluted uswith 
to which we returned 7. At 11 at night we 
bell bower cable and hawfer, both of which were 
rotten, and the next day moored again with orh^r. 
chafed from the Dutch. Here the Commodore r™' 
tmued till the beginning of April, highly delighted 
the place, and during his ftay entered about ion™ 
men. On the 3d of May, having compleated onr 
water and provifions, we on that day weighed and nut 
to fea. On the 19th of April « e pafred vmliin fiehiof 
the ifland of St. Helena, which, however, we did not 
vifit. On the 26th we caught on board the ftin a 
fnake that meafured in length fix feet and two inches 
which our furgeon, on examination, pronounced to be 
pcrfedly harmlefs. It was fuppofed to be brought on 
board witli our wood, at Prince’s Ifland, in theftraitsof 
Sunda. The 30th, being before the wind, with a 
fine breeze, and a gentle rain, a violent and fudden 
rquall took us a-hcad, threw all the ftiip’s fails a-back 
carried away her fore-top-fail yard,fplit the fore-fail,the 
forc-top-fail, the forc-top-gallant-faii, and the mizzen 
and mizzeii-top-fail. During this fquall the lliip laid 
down very much, and wc were in the utmoft danger 
of our mails coming by the board ; but providentially 
wc efcaped without further damage. 

The 9th of June, in the evening, it being a thick fog, 
wc on a fudden faw a fliip clofe by us; we fired a fliot, 
and brought her to. She proved an Englifli Ihip from 
Amfterdam, bound for Philadelphia or Carolina, with 
Palatine emigrants. She gave us the firft notice of a 
war with France, and proceeded on her voyage. The 
10th of June we came into foundings. The iith, at 
half pall eleven in the morning, we difeovered three 
fail, and at one in the afternoon fpoke with one of them, 
being a Dutch fliip from Dublin. At the fiimetinie, 
the fecond being pretty near us, fticwcd Dutch colours. 
The third, who had been in chace of the others the 
whole day, perceiving we defigned to fpeak with her, 
ftood from us with all the fail ftie could crowd. We 
gave chace to her for about three hours, when finding 
we did not gain upon her, wc refumed our Ibniner 
courfe. On the 12th, in the morning, the fog clearing 
up, we perceived the Lizard Point; but that the lignal 
perils, which had fo often threatened us, and from 
which we had been more than once providentially de¬ 
livered, might be difcoverablc to the laft, we were 
afterwards told that there was a French fleet of conli- 
derable force cmiling in the chops of the Channel, 
through the middle of which we had this night failed 
without being perceived. 

On the 13th, between the Ifle of Portland and tic 
Ifle of Wight, we faw a fhip towing another which was 
difabled in her malls. T'his (hip proved the Sda- 
mander privateer, with a French prize. The 
eleven in the morning, we anchored at the back of tnc 
Illcof Wight, and in the evening weighed, andagai^j 
anchored at Spichead. Thus we finilhed a long an 
perilous voyage, which had lalled three years and nine 
months, after having by its events, as Mr. niter 0 - 
ferves, ftrongly evinced this important truth, 
though prudence, intrepidity, and pcrfev^rance, unit » 
are not exempted from the blows of adverfe ' 
yet, in a long ferics of tranfaclions, they ufually rue ' 
perior to its power, and in the end larely fail of 
ing fucccfsful.” j 

Having now brought this celebrated 
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o Y A G E Round the vv' o r l d. 


3^9 


i.ifinn it may, perhaps, be expected chat \vc Ihould 

account of the Spanifii fquadron, which wc 
f'e more than once had occafion to mention, and 
wh was (o near intercepting the Commodore at firfl 
rrrinffOUt that, had the Spanilh Admiral criiifcd to 
the ealtward of the idand of Madeira, indcad of the 
^rftward of it, the tw'O dccts muft have certainly met; 

, in that cafe, whatever had been the event of the 
Sion, the progrefs of the voyage mull have been cftec 
njallv prevented. 

This fquadron was compofed of the following diips: 
the Alia, of 66 guns, 700 men, commanded by Don 
lofcph Pixant), as Admiral; the Guipufcoa, 74 guns, 
-00men; the Hermiona, 54ginis, 500 men; the Efpe- 
nnja, 50 guns, 450 men; the Effevan, 40guns,35o 
men ;*and a patacheof 20 guns, 120 men; and over and 
above this complement, they had on board an old Spa- 
nifli re^^iment of foot, intended to reinforce their gar- 
rifonsin the South Seas, and to counterbalance the land 
forces that it was known were intended to be put on 
board the Commodore. 

When this deet had cruifed, as has been faid, to the 
leeward of Madeira, till they were in a manner certain 
that the Commodore, had either paded by, or deferred 
his voyage, their Admiral determined topurfue his in- 
Itrudlions, and continue his courfe to the South Seas 
but firft. it was necedary to deer to the coad of Braz.l 
to recruit his provifions, being vidluallcd only for four 
months, and more chan two of the four being already 
clapfed. 

Accordingly, about the beginning of November, 

T740, he quitted his dation olf the Madeiras, and, on 
the 5th of January following, arrived at the river of 
Plate; where coming to an anchor in the bay of Mal- 
dando, he fent immediately to Buenos Ayres for a 
fupply. 

While they lay here, they received intelligence, by 
the treachery of the Portuguefc Governor of St. Cathe¬ 
rine’s, of the Commodore's arrival at that port, and of 
the weak condition he was then in; but, whatever were 
his reafons, Pizarro declined making any other ufe of 
this intelligence, than halicning his preparations to 
double the cape, which he hoped to effedt before the 
Commodore w'as in readinefs to follow him. With 
this view, after refrediing his crew, and recruiting his 
water, he inftanclyfet fail without waiting for his pro- 
vifions (which, however, arrived a day or two after he 
fctfail), rightly concluding, that if he got the dart of 
the Commodore in the South Seas, he fliould not only 
alarm the coad, but fo drengthen the forts againd the 
attacks of the enemy, as elTecdually to baiPe their de- 
figns, by depriving them of the means of procuring 
neceflaries. But, notw'ithdanding this precipitation, 
the Commodore put to fca four days before him, and, 
in fome part of the palPagc round the Cape, the fleets 
were fo near each other, that the Pearl, as has been faid, 
being feparated in a dorm, ran within gun-fliot of the 
Afia,before flie found her midake. 

It was w'ith the utrnod difficulty, and not without 
coniiderable rewards, that the Spanidi failors w-erc pre¬ 
vailed upon to undertake the padage round Cape Horn 
at that tempediious feafon : however, being once cn- 
f continued to perfevere, till by the latter 
end of I-ebruary they had run the length of the Cape, 
\verc turning to the w edward, when a dorm arofe, 
n which the Guipufcoa, Hermiona, and Efperanza, lod 
§ J of the Admiral, and on the 6th of March the 
jjiipufcoa was feparated from the other two. On the 
j '■ ^ *mrm incrcafed, and by its irrcfidible violence 
the eadward, and, after 
a them CO return to 

nver f Pi where the Ada took dicker in the 

bvrK^pr about the middle of May was joined 

as wv- Edevan; the Hermiona having, 

more foundered at fea, as die was never 

funic An Guipufcoa being run alhore and 

baveobf ^ of Brazil. The patache, wc fhould 
coaft Af^p condemned before they quitted the 

1 . 


crew didributed among the 
fo that of the fix fhips of which this 


fquadron originally conlilk-d. there now only remained 
j 10 a mod mifcTablc condition; for, 
t ough It cioes not appear, that the Spaniards were fo 
Icvcrely vifitcd w ith that mod fatal difeafe the fea-feur- 
vy. which carried olf fo m:inv of the Englidi in this 
paliagr yet they w^ere reduced by fiimine to fuch infi- 
nitc didrefs, that rats, \yhcn they could be caught, wxre 
od loi four dollars a-p:cce; and a failor, w ho died on 
Doaid, had his death concealed for fcvcral days by his 
brother, w ho during that time lay in the fame ham- 
mock with the dead corpfe, only to receive the dead 
man’s allowance. 

In this dreadful ficuation, they w-ere alarmed by the 
difcovery of a confpiracy among the foldiers on board 
the Alia, to murder the Admiral, and all the fhip’s 
crew, originating from no other motive but that of ap¬ 
propriating the whole ftock of provifions to the con- 
fpirators own proper ufe. But this plot was prevented, 
when jufi upon the point of execution, by means of the 
pricfl on board, who, having taken theconfcITion of one 
of the confpirators as he lay at the point of death, pur- 
fued proper meafurcs to defeat their bloody purpofes, 
and to bring three of the ring-leaders to condi<Tn pu- 
nifiiment. ° ^ 

But, though this combination failed of its cfTetfb, 
there were other diftreifes that multiplied upon them, 
and which could not be prevented. Hunger and thirfi, 
the moll dreadful of all other calamities, daily became 
moicgrievous; the fiiips grew continually more and 
more leaky, and the men lefs able to Hand at the pumps j 
nothing was to be feen but defpondcncy in every coun¬ 
tenance; nothing heard but lamentations and com¬ 
plaints, w'hich were embittered by the abfolutc impof- 
fibility of relieving them. Under the weight of thefc 
affeding circumflanccs, the Afia w'as near finking, 
when fhc arrived at Monte Vedio with fcarce half her 
crew- alive. 1 he Ekevan, w'hcn file anchored in the 
ba>' of Barragan, had in like manner lod about the fame 
number of her hands; but, what w'as Hill worfe, and 
is almofi: incredible, the Efperanza, out of a crew of 450 
fcamen which fhe brought from Spain, had only 58 that 
reached the fiiore, and the whole regiment of foldiers, 

60 men only excepted, perifiicd. 

Being now in w ant of all kinds of ncccfiaries, mafls, 
yards, rigging, provifions,and money, Pizarrodifpatchcd 
an exprefs overland to St. Jago, in Chili, to be from 
thence forwarded to the Viceroy of Peru, defiring a 
remittance of 200,000 dolIans; and what mufi: ajflomfii 
the reader is, that the Indian who was charged with 
this difpatch, though in the depth of winter, when the 
Cordilleras are judged impaffable by rcafon of the 
fnow, was only i j days in his journey from Buenos 
.Ayres to St, J igo, places diftanc from each other 300 
Spanifii leagues. At the fame rime an advice-boat was 
fent with a letter of credit to Rio Janeiro, to purchafe 
what was W'andngof the Portuguefc; but neither the one 
nor the other of chefedifpacchcs fucceeded to the wifii 
of the Spnifii Admiral. The Viceroy, inficad of 
200,000 dollars, fent him only loo.ooo; and the Portu- 
guefe, inflead of furnifhing him w ith malls and yards, 
the principal articles of naval llorcs that he w-anred, 
fprircd him only fome pitch, tar, and cordage, with 
which he was obliged to be contented: but a more mor¬ 
tifying difappointment he had flill to fuflPer; fora car¬ 
penter, whom, after the return of the money, he had 
tniilcd with a confidcrable fum, and whom he had 
fent up into the country of Paraguay to cut mafls, in¬ 
ficad of profecuting the bufinefs with which he was cn- 
trufted, married in the country, and fettled out of his 
reach, refufing to return. 

In this dilemma, the only thing that could be done, 
w'as, to fliift the mafts of the Efperanza into the Afia, 
and to fit up the Eftevan with what fpare marts and 
yards they could mufter, and with thefe two fiiips to 
hazard a (ccond attempt to double Cape Horn, as it 
was now fummer, and the weather lefs fcverc. But a 
certain fatality feemed to prclide over every part of this 
unfortunate expedition. The Efievan, as fiic w^as com¬ 
ing down the river Plate, ran on a fi'.oal and beat oT 
her rudder; and the Afia, chough file proceeded alone 
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with moderate weather and a favourable gale, yet when 
Ihe came to the height of Cape Horn, and was* tack¬ 
ing to change her coui-fe to the weft ward, by fome miU 
conduct in wearing the fliip, rolled away her mafts, 
and was a fccond time forced back to the river of Plate; 
from whence Pizarro undertook to crofs the continent 
by land, and with fome difficulty accompliflicd his 

dcfign. ^ • 

By this time Don Mindinuetta, Captain of the Criii- 
pufeoa, wTCcked, as has been faid, on the coaft of Bi-a- 
zil, arrived, w ith thofe of his crew who efcaped, at the 
place of general rendezvous; and, finding the Efpe- 
ranza without mafts, applied a fccond time to the Por- 
tuguefe, by vVhofc aftiflance he cniripletcd her repair, 
and, in 1742, doubled the Capr, and arrived in the 
South Seas, where he was met by Pizarro, w'ho claimed 
’ the command of the Efperanza, which Mind inuetta 
difputing, an irreconcileablc quarrel arofe between the 
two Commanders, which the Viceroy of Peru in vain 
endeavoured to reconcile. In 1745, they both returned 
over land to the coaft of Brazil, where they found the 
Afia ft ill in a ftiattcred condition. This fliip, how¬ 
ever, they determined to carry to Europe, and, with 
this view, they fitted her up in the beft manner they 
could; and, having manned her partly with Portu- 
guefe, partly with Englifti prifoners, and partly with 
Spaniards, together with fome Indians whom they 
forced out of the country, they fet fail from Monte 
Vedio for Europe about the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber; but they had not been long at fca before the In¬ 
dians, eleven in number, formed a confpiracy to de- 
ftroy the Spaniards, and to regain their liberty, in 
which they had hopes of being joined by the Englifti 
and PortugucTe, whom the Spaniards ufed with great 
jnfolence. At the head of this confpiracy was their 
Chief Orellana; and one evening, about nine o’clock, 
he and his companions came all together on the quar¬ 
ter-deck, and drew towards the door of the great cab- 
bin. The boatfwain immediately reprimanded them, 
and ordered them to begone; on this Orellana fpoke to 
his followers in his native language, when four of them 
drew off, two towards each gangway, and the Chief and 
the remaining fix feemed to be flowly quitting the 
quarter-deck. When the detached Indians had taken 
pofteftion of the gang-w'ay, Orellana placed his hands 
hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war-cry 
ufed by thofe favages. This was the fignal for begin¬ 
ning the maflacre; accordingly, the fix, with their 
Chief, who remained on the quarter-deck, falling fud- 



dcnly on the Spaniards who were interminH H 
them, laid near forty of them at their feet of 
above twenty were killed on the fpot, and the ft ■ 
abled. Many of the officers, in the beginning 
tunuilr, pufiied into the great cabbin, where th° 
out the lights, and barticadoed the door; .whilft%^L^ 
reft, fome endeavoured to efcape along the gan ^ 
into the forecaftle, where the Indians placed 
pofe ftabbed the greateft part of them as they 
to pafs by; others threw' thcmfelves into the wafte 
thought themfelves fortunate to lie concealed am’o^ 
the cattle; but the greateft part cfcaped up thema 
ftirouds, and Ihcltered themfelvcs cither in the tops^''" 
the rigging: and thdugh the Indians attacked only the 
quarter-deck, yet the watch in the forecaftle findin? 
their communication cut off, in the utmoft terror likf 
wife g-ave all over for loft, and in great confufion nul 
up into the rigging of the forc-roaft and bo\\fprit 
But when the Indians had intirely cleared the quarter¬ 
deck, the tumult in a great raeafure fubfided; for not 
being joined, as they expedted, by either the Engliihor 
Portuguefe, they could not purfue their advantage by 
carrying thediforder into thofe quarters to which they 
had driven the Spaniards, w'ho thereby gained time tor 
rccolledlion; and, on finding none concerned in the 
plot but the Indians, they refolvcd to attack them ip 
their turn on the quarter-deck. With this view, Pi¬ 
zarro and his officers ventured to half-open thecabbin- 
door, which Orellana attempting to force, was fliot 
dead by Mindinuetta; on which his faithfiil follower, 
abandoning all thoughts of further reliftance, inftantly 
leaped into the fea. I'hus w'as this infurredion quelled, 
and the Spaniards fuftcred aftcrw'ards quietly to pro¬ 
ceed on their voyage; and, about the beginning of 1746, 
they arrived fafe in Spain, after having been abfent be¬ 
tween four and five years. 

By this unfortunate expedition the naval force of Spain 
W'as much weakened: they loft in it 3000 of their bell 
failors, one whole regiment of veteran foldicrs, four 
ftout fhips of war, and a patache; for we have ob- 
ferved that the Hermiona foundered at fea; theGui- 
pufeoa was ftranded and funk on the coaft of Brazil; 
the St. Eftevan was condemned and broke up in the 
river of Plate; and the Efperanza, being carried into 
the South Seas, was unable to redouble the Cape, or to 
return back; fo that the Afia alone may be re^rded as 
all the remains of that fquadron with which Pizarfolirft 
put to fea. 




















































































4 



A NEW, AUTHENTIC, and COMPLETE ACCOUNT of 


A VOYAGE Round the WORLD, 

UNDERTAKEN AND PERFORMED 

By Sir FRANCIS DRAKE, in the Pelican, 

HAVING UNDER HIS COMMAND 

The Elizabeth, Marygold, Swan, and Chriftopher Frigates: 

Performed in the Years 1577, 1578, 1579, and 1580. 


B efore we proceed to the relation of the particu¬ 
lar Voyages that charadlcrize the navigators who 
firftfurrounded the globe, and who immortalized their 
names by their flvill and their courage, it may be ex¬ 
pelled that we (liould give fome account of their fami¬ 
lies and firft fettingout, the dillinguifhed marks of ge¬ 
nius that led them to prefer the fatigues and dangers of 
afea-faring life to learned eafe, or the calm purfuit of 
lefs hazardous employments; and that we fliould trace 
the Heps by which they rofe to eminence by their bra¬ 
very and their condudl. 

The bare narration of the incidents recorded in a 
fingle voyage, however memorable, would convey but a 
very impcrfedl knowledge of the general charader of 
ihofc renowned heroes, who carried the glory of their 
country to the remoteft regions of the earth. We fliall, 
therefore, endeavour to follow them as they advance to 
fame, and accompany them from their, highcfl eleva- 
vation to that period when all diflinclions arc levelled. 

The celebrated mariner, of whom we are now to give 
an account, was fon to Edmund Drake, a gentleman 
ot Taviftokc, in Devonflaire, who, being inclined to 
thedoclrinc of the Protedants, at that time much op- 
pofedby Q^Mary,was obliged to quit his place of re- 
lidencc, ai)d retire to Medway, in Kent; where, after 
that Queen’s death, hewasfiril appointed Chaplain in 
the royal navy, and afterwards Vicar of Upnor. In 
thefe employments, his appointments being fmall, and 
his family large, he owed the education of fcveral of 
his children to the kindnefs of his relations, and that, 
^ particular, of Francis, the eldcfl of twelve, to Sir 
John Hawkins; under whom, as it appears, he very 
early diftinguifhed himfclf,and laid the foundation both 
and his fortune. 

The learned Camden, indeed, informs us, that he 
apprentice to the mafter of a fmall trading 
''eilel, m whofefervicc he behaved fo well, that his maC 
^ batchelor, left him his veflel as a reward 
or Ills diligence; but Stowe, who feems better informed, 
prdents him in afuperior light; tells us, that Francis 
th^ ^ * ^j^orwards Duke of Bedford, was his godfa- 
* r John Hawkins was his near relation. 

rrii/V relates of Francis may, however, be 

brother; for there were no lefs than four 
''^^^’^ebredtothefea. • 

ia whi h^ ^ enterprize of confequcnce, 

cn \vc find him engaged, was in a voyage to the 


Weft-Ifldies, as Captain of the Judith, under his re¬ 
lation already mentioned. Thofe iflands, having but 
lately been difeovered, and very little frequented by the 
Englifli, were thought fo much to abound in wealth, 
that no voyager thither could fail of being recompenfed 
with great advantages. Nothing was talked of among 
the mercantile or adventurous part of mankind but the 
beauty and riches of the new world. Frefli difeoveries 
were frequently made; new countries and nations,never 
heard of before, were daily deferibed; and it may eafily 
be concluded, that the relators did not lefTen the merit 
of their difeoveries, by fuppreffing or dimini filing any 
circumflancc that might produce wonder, or excite 
curiofity. 

This was the age of enterprize and difeovery; and 
her Majefty encouraged the ardour of her fubjeds by 
furnifliing fliips and commiflions to fuch oflicers of 
diflindion in her royal navy as were willing to engage 
in hazardous purfuits. 

The projeds, however, that were formed, were not 
always fuccefsfully carried into execution; they were 
frequently defeated by the ignorance of the ad4ntur- 
ers, but more often by the malice of the Spaniards, 
who, from the firfl difeovery of America, confidered 
every other nation that attempted to follow them, as in¬ 
vaders of their rights, and incroachers on their terri¬ 
tories. Ac that time, however, as now, it was no un¬ 
common thing for thofe who went in fearch of new 
difeoveries, to carry on a kind of contraband trade with 
the newfettlei'S; which, though prohibited by the Crown 
of Spain, was yet countenanced by the Viceroys and 
Governors : but even thefe would fometimes take advan¬ 
tage of the power lodged in their hands, and make 
prize of the profits of the voyage, under pretence of an 
illicit trade. 

Among thofe who fuffered niofl by the injufiice of 
the Viceroys, was Sir John Hawkins; who, having 
ftruck out a new trade, highly advantageous to the par¬ 
ties concerned, though difgraceful to humanity, lup- 
plicd the Mexican Spaniards with flaves from Afric^ 
and received from them, in return, large remittances in 
gold and filver. This was connived at, though we do 
not -find that it was abfolutcly tolerated by the Spanifh 
court. 

It was, however, after one of thofe fuccefsful voy¬ 
ages, in which we find two of the Queen’s fhips en¬ 
gaged (namely, the Jefus, commanded by Hawkins, as 

Admiral; 


3 

































S I R 


372 


FRANCIS yRAKE's VOYAGES 


Admiral; and the Minion, of which Captain John 
Hampton w'as Commander; with four other armed 
trading fhips, (among which was the Judith, Captain 
Drake), that, being driven by flrefs of weather into 
the port of St. John d'Ulloa, in the bay of Mexico, 
they were there waiting for a fupply of provifions, 
when the Spaniili fleet from Europe arrived, confifting 
of 12 fail, richly laden with European merchandize, and 
on board of which was a new Viceroy. 

As the port was then abfolutely in the power of iIk: 
Englilh, it was debated, among the principal officers, 
whether the Spanifli fleet fliould befuffered to enter; as 
their Admiral fufpe<fl;ed, that, if they were admitted, 
they would contrive fome means of diftreflinghim; and 
if they were not, they mufl perifliat fca; an event that 
would certainly bring on a w'ar,—a confequence he 
could by no means juflify. 

Upon mature deliberation, it was, therefore, judged 
fafefl: to propofe an agreement with the Viceroy, to 
which he confented, and by which it was flipulated, 
that the Englifh (liould hold one fide of the harbour, 
and the Spaniards the other; and that hoflages fliould 
be given on both fides, that no injury fhould be done to 
either. But it was foon difeovered, that, though on 
the part of the Englifh, fix gentlemen were fent, yet, on 
that of the Spaniards, the hoftages were only common 
men, finely drefled. This gave caufe of diftrufl:; yet 
the Englifh, naturally honeft, were not fufficiently on 
their guard. 

The Spaniards for fome weeks behaved with feeming 
cordiality; mutual civilities palTcd between thc*officers 
of both nations; and the Englifh havingfupplied their 
wants, were preparing to depart, when, all of a fudden, 
at a lignal given, the Spaniards affaulted their fliips as 
the officers-yv'ere at dinner, boarded the Minion by a 
concealed ambufeade, which, however, was repulfed 
with lofs, and then a general maflacre enfued. The 
Englifh who were on fhore were all put to death; three 
of the four trading fhips were prefently funk; and the 
Minion and Jefus were fo embarraffed by their moor¬ 
ings, that it was almoft a whole hour before they could 
bcplaced in a poflurc of defence; which, however, was 
at lafl: effected. They then returned the attack with fo 
much fury, that the Spanifli Vice-Admiral was foon blown 
up, and in her perifhed 300 men; and not long after 
the Spanifh Admiral himfelf was funk. The Spaniards, 
in revenge, fet two of their fhips on fire to burn the 
Minion and Jefus, the firfl of which fet fail and ef- 
caped; but the Jefus, after fhifting her crew on board 
the Judith, fell a_vidim with the reft to Spanifli trea¬ 
chery. 

In the night, the Judith having made her cfcapc, en¬ 
deavoured, liut in vain, to join the Minion; and being 
only a bark of 50 tons, alone, on a hoftile coafl, crouded 
with men, and having only provifions on board for her 
own flendcrcrew, a mutiny arofe among the mariners, 
and by far the greatcfl number infifled on being put on 
fhore, chufing rather to take their chance among the 
favages, than to remain on board to flarve at fea, or 
again to fall into the power of themercilefs Spaniards. 

Accordingly, Captain Hawkins, gave every man 
his choice, either to land on the continent, or fail with 
him, and fhare his fate. About 100 of the ftoutefl- 
feamen chofe the former; of whom five only lived to 
return to England. Thefe gave an account, that, on 
their landing, the natives, miflaking them for Spa¬ 
niards, fell upon them fuddenly, and killed eight of 
their number; that, after they were known to be ene¬ 
mies to the Spaniards, they were ufed with kindnefs; 
that, however, being tired of living among favages, 
they agreed to parr, and feek the means of returning 
home; fome direded their courfc to the northward, and 
watched the opportunity of feizing a finall vefTcl, and, 
crofling the Gulph, traverfed an immenfc trad of land, 
till they arrived at a French fettlement in the North; of 
thofe who travelled weflward, which was by far the 
greatefl: part, fixty-five fell into the hands of the Spa¬ 
niards, and fuffered various torments from the Inquifi- 
tion, cliree were burnt alive, and two only furvived to 
2 


reach their own country. Of thofe who follo^T^ 
other courfe, five found means, after endurinr • 
dible hi^rdfliips, to get to Nova Scotia, of wh^ 
were brought fafe to England in Hench 
fhips. 

It was in the above eng^ement that Cantain n . 
firftdiflinguifiled hnnfelf; and to this iudicion. ^ 
dud, that thofe who efcaped from the Tefus 
prefervation. The Judith had the good fortune m 
nve fide m England, having purchafed fome orovif,!^’ 
on the Ifland of Cuba; but what became of the 
nion we have not been able to learn. 

In this expedition Sir John Hawkins loft an immenf 
fum. It was in vain to make complaint to his 10/ 
reign of the infradion of the peace. The Spanifli 
nifter vindicated the injuftice of the Viceroy; andth" 
Queen, tho’ llie fccrctly refented the lofs of her (hb^ 
could not openly abett the illicit trade carried on k- 
her fervants. ^ 

Drake, who fliared in the misfortune of his relation 
pofTcfled both his fpirit and his induftry. He did not 
fit down to lament the lofs he had fuftained; but, hav¬ 
ing acquired fome degree of credit by his gallant be¬ 
haviour, and fome knowledge of the weaknefs and 
wealth of his eneniies, he determined to profit by his 
loifes, and to make rcprifals whenever a fair opportu¬ 
nity fhould offer. 

It was no difficult matter to engage new adventurers 
in new projedfs in thofe early days of Mexican com¬ 
merce, and Drake w as not long before he raifed a fund 
to begin trade on a new footing. In 1570 he made his 
firfl: expedition, chiefly on his own account, with two 
fliips, the Dragon and the Swan; and the next year in 
the Swan alone; in both wliich voyages he enlarged his 
experience, but it docs not appear that he repaired his 
lofs. 

In 1572 he found means, however, to fit out a much 
greater force, in order to carry into execution an entcr- 
prife which he had meditated, not only to reinllatehis 
fortune, but to revenge the treachery of his enemies. 

About this time war was agitating bctw'een England 
and Spain, to which it muft be confeffed the illicit 
trade carried on to the Spanifli fettlemcnts not a little 
contributed. He, therefore, fet fail from Plymouth in 
the Pafeha, a letter of marque fliip, of 70 tons, accom¬ 
panied by the Swan of 50 tons, the command of which 
he entrufted to his brother John; in both which fliijM 
he had embarked 73 choice men, with a year's provi¬ 
fions, and fuch warlike ftores and ammunition as he 
judged neceffary for the enterprize he had in view. He 
had, likewife, the precaution to take with him the 
frames of two or three fmall pinnaces, that, if any ac¬ 
cident fhould befal either of his larger fliips, he might 
have it in his power to preferve the crew without- being 
driven to the neceffity of leaving any of thern behind; 
a precaution which experience had taught him in the 
unfortunate voyage of his kinfman Sir John, out 
this was not the only ufe for which he forefaw thelc 
fmall vcflcls would be wanted, as will appear in the 
fequel. 

With this warlike force, inconfidcrable as it may now 
appear, he cleared the land of England on the 
May, 1572; and, the weather continuing fair, te 
w ind fiivourable, on the 29th of June he r 

tween Dominica and Guadaloupc, and on 
July came in fight of the high land of Santa M5rt 
then continuing his courfe to the fouchward,on thei 5 
of the fame month both fhips arrived at Port 1 h^ 3^^ 
which lay at a convenient diftance from Nombre 
Dios, the place of their deftination. 

Here he propofed to build his pinnaces, and 
ing a-fhore with a few men unarmed; when, 
afmoke ata diftance, he made the fignal 
boat to follovv him with an armed force. Bein^J 
by this reinforcement, he marched towards 
where he found a plate of lead nailed to a tree, ^ |jj{, 
infeription engraven upon it by one Garret, an t 
man, who had left that place a day or two j|[ 'gpi- 
had taken that method of informing him that 











































































































































373 



, had been advertifcd of his intended viiit, and 
{.Rendezvous at that port; and that, therefore, it 
ouid be prudent for him to make but a very fhort 

^Drake, furprized, no doubt, at the news, but at the 
r e time knowing how convenient this place was for 
Scfigns, andconfidering that the hazard, and wafle 
f time which could not be avoided in feeking ano¬ 
ther ftation, was equivalent to any other danger which 
as to be apprehended from the Spaniards, dcteiTnincd 
w follow his firft refolution ; only, for his greater fecu- 
. he ordered a kind of pallifade or fortification to 
be made, by felling a number of large trees, and lay- 
. trunks and branches one acrols another, on an 
elevated fpot that commanded the river. This done, 
hefet the carpenters to work; and while they were em¬ 
ployed in putting the frames of the pinnaces together, 
one Captain Raiife happened to touch at the fame port, 
with a Wk of 50 men. To Raufe, Drake imparted 
bis delign; and, w^hen the pinnaces were ready, both 
fctfail together, fliaping their courfe to Nombre de 
Dios. They touched at the I Hand of Pines, where 
they were informed, by the negroes they found there, 
that the inhabitants of that place were in daily expec¬ 
tation of fome foldiers, which the Governor of Panama 
had promifed to fend, to defend them from the Syrne- 
rons, or fugitive negroes, who, having cfcaped from the 
tyranny of their mafters, had fettled themfelves under 
two kings, or leaders, on each fide of the palfage be¬ 
tween Nombre de Dios and Panama; and not only af- 
ferted their natural right to liberty and independance, 
but endeavoured to revenge the cruelties they had fuf- 
fered, and had lately put the inhabitants of Nombre 
de Dios into the urmoft confternation. Thefe negroes 
the Captain fet on (hore on the main land, fo that they 
might, by joining the Symerons, recover their liberty, 
or at leaft might not have it in their pow'cr to give the 
people of Nombre de Dios any fpeedy information of 
his intention to invade them. Then, felecting 53 men 
from his own company, and 20 from the crew of his 
new alTociate Captain Rjaufe, he embarked w ith them 
in his new pinnaces, and fet fail for Nombre de Dios. 

On July the 28th, at night, he approached the town 
undifeovered, and dropt his anchors under the fhore, 
intending, after his men were refrefhed, to begin the 
attack; but, finding that they were terrifying each other 
with formidable accounts of the flrength of the place, 
and the multitude of the inhabitants, he determined 
to hinder the panic from fpreading farther, by leading 
them immediately to adiion; and, therefore, ordering 
them to their oars, he landed'jyiithout any oppofition, 
there being only one gunner upon the key, though it 
was fortified by fix brafs cannon of the largefl: lize. 
But the gunner, while they were employed in throw ing 
the cannon from their carriages, alarmed the town, as 
they foon difcpvered by the bells, the drums, and the 
noife of the people. 

Drake, leaving twelve men to guard the pinnaces, 
parched into the towm with little or no oppofition. 
Altera fliorc fkirmifii, the forces that the alarm had 
ailily drawn together were foon difperfed, except a 
w whom he detained as prifoners, in order to fhew 
irn the Governor's houfe, and alfo the Rore-houfe, 

" ere the mules that bring the filver from Panama 

"ere unloaded. 

Being now in full pofTcflion of the towm, he poflcd 
e mam of his fmall body under the command of his 
roller, m the market-place; and then followed the 
es,\vith the refi, to the ftorc-houfe; w'hcrc, forcing 
dpn j entering the room where the filver was 
po itcd^ they found it heaped up in bars, in fuch quan- 
r exceed belief, the pile being, as they con- 
iwelv ■ * length, ten in breadth, and 

forrv each bar weighing between thirty and 

liphr imagine, that, at the 

En&lin Cm nothing was thought of, by the 

ve\^ r but by what means it might befi: becon- 
o their boats; and, doubilcfs, it was not cafv for 


corifideriiig their dillance from the fiiore, 
and the number of their enemies, w as afraid of being 
intercepted in their retreat) to hinder his men from en¬ 
cumbering themfelves with fo much filver as might 
have retarded their march, and obflrucflcd the mfe of 
their weapons ; however, by promifing to lead them to 
the King’s treafury, w'hefe there were gold and jewels 
to a far greater value, and w here the plunder was not 
only more portable, but nearer the fliorc, he perfuaded 
them to follow him (not, however, without every man 
his bar), and rejoin the main body in the market-place. 
Here he found his little, troop much difeouraged by 
the apprchcnfion that, if they flayed any longer, the 
enemy might gain pofleflion of their pinnaces, and that 
they fliould then, without any means of fafety, be left 
to fland alone againfl the whole force of that country. 
Drake, not indeed cafily terrified, but fufficicntly cau¬ 
tious, fent to the harbour to examine the ground of 
their fears, and to learn if the fame panic had taken 
pofTcdion of the men whom he had left to guard his 
boats; but, finding no foundation for thefe dreadful 
apprehenfions, he pci (i!led in his firft defign, and led 
the troop forw'ard to the royal treafury.' In their way 
there fell a violent lliovvcr of rain, which wet fome of 
their bow-flrings, and extinguiflicd many of their 
matches (fpring-locks for mulkets not being then in¬ 
vented); a misfortune which might foon have been 
repaired, and which, perhaps, the enemy might fuffer 
in common with them ; but which, however, on this 
occafion, very much embarrafled them, as the delay 
produced by it rcprelTcd that ardour w'hich, fometimes, 
is only to be kept up by continual aeflion. 

It was in vain for Drake to cxpoflirlarc, or to repre- 
feiit the difgracc of returning in rags, after having the 
chief treafureof the world within their power; he there¬ 
fore reproached their cowardice, fet before their eves 
the imminent danger to which they would inevitably be 
expofed, if they tailed to behave like men anxious for 
glory, and zealous for the honour of their country. 
Animated by thefe incentives, they refumed their 
former fpirit, and, pufiling britkly forward, the whole 
company followed till they arrived at the treafury, which 
they inflantly forced. Having thus far fucceeded, 
Drake committed the care of the riches to his brother, 
and Oxenham, of Plymouth, (a man knowm afterw^ards 
for his bold adventures in the fame parrs) w'hile he, w'ith 
the main body, fliould again return and reconnoitre the 
market-place, and difperfeany parties of the Spaniards 
that might be forming into a body to oppofe their 
progrefs. With this view, as he was advancing, his 
flrength fuddenly failed him, and he fell down fpeech- 
lefs. 

Then it was that his companions perceived a wound 
in his leg, that he received in the firft rencounter, but 
hitherro concealed, left his men, eafily difeouraged, 
fliould make their concern for his life a pretence for re¬ 
turning to their boats. Such, however, had been his 
lofs of blood, as was difeovered upon nearer diferva- 
tion, that it had filled the prints of his footfleps ; and it 
appeared fcarcc credible, that, after fuch an effufion, 
life fhould remain,. The braveft were now willing to 
retire ; neither defire of honour, or of riches, was 
thought to prevail in any man over his regard for his 
leader. 

Drake, whom cordials foon reflored to his fenfes, was 
the only man who could not be prevailed on to leave 
the enterprize unfiniflicd. Ir was to nopurpofe that 
they advifed him to fubmit to go on board to have his 
wound drefled, and promifed ro return with him to 
compleat their defign. He well knew how impradlica- 
blc it was to regain the opportunity when it was once 
loft, and could cafily forefee that a refpitc of but a fc-w 
hours would enable the Spaniards to recover from their 
conflernation, to alfemble their forces, refit their bat¬ 
teries, and remove their trcafurci What he had un¬ 
dergone fo much danger to obtain, was now in hiS 
hands, and the thoughts of leaving it untouched was 
too mortifying to be p-tricntly borne; however, as there 
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was little time for confultation, and the fame danger 
attended their day in that perplexity and confufion, as 
their return, they bound up his wound with his fcart, 
and, partly by force, partly by intreaty, they carried him 
back fo the boats, in which, with what treafure they 
were able to bring off, they all embarked by break ot 
day. Then taking with them, out of the harbour, a 
floop laden with wines, they went to the Baftimento’s, 
an illand about a league from the town, where they 
ftaid two days, to recover the wounded men who had 
been hurt in the firfl rencounter, and to regale them- 
felvcs with the wines they had taken, and with the 
fruits that grew in great plenty in the gardens of that 
illand. 

During their ftay here, there came over to that ifland 
a Spanifli gentleman, font by the Govcriior with inltruc- 
tions to enquire whether the Captain was that Drake 
who had before been on their coalt; whether the arrows 
with which many of their men were wounded were not 
poifoned ; and whether they wanted provifionsor other 
necclTarics ? The niefTcngcr, likewifc, extolled their 
courage with the highell encomiums, and cxprclfed his 
admiration of their daring undertaking. Drake, 
though he knew the civilities of an enemy arc always to 
be furpedleJ, and that the meffenger, amidllall his pro- 
feOions of regard, was no other than a fpy, yet knowing 
that he had nothing to apprehend, treated him with 
the highed: honours that his condition admitted of. 
In anlaver to his inquiries, he alfured him, that he w-as 
the fame Drake with whofe charader they w>'ere before 
acquainted; that he was a rigid obferver of the laws 
of war, and that he never permitted the arrow s dif- 
charged by his followers to be poifoned. He difmifled 
him with conliderabie prcients; and cold him, that, 
though he had in part failed in this attempt, he would 
never delift from his defign of revenging the treachery 
of the Viceroy of Mexico, till he had lhared with Spain 
the treafures of America. 

He then refolvcd to return to the Iflc of Pines, where 
they had left their Ihips, and to confult about the mea- 
furesthey were no>v to'take; and, having arrived on the 
I If of Aiiguil at tlicjr former ftation, they difmifled 
Captain Raiifc, who, judging it unfafe to ftay any longer 
on the coaft, defired to be no farther engaged in their 
ilefigns. But Drake, not to be diverted from his })ur- 
pofe, after being cured of his wound, inquired of a 
negroe, whom he took on. board at Nombre de Dios, 
the moft wealthy Icttlements, and weakeft parts of 
the coaft, who advifed the attack of Carthagena. This 
the Admiral leemed to approve: and, fetting fail with- 
.ouc lofs of time, came to anchor, Auguft 13, between 
Chare’cha and St. Barnard's, two iflaixls at a little dif- 
tance from the harbour of Carthagena. Then palfing 
with his boats round the ifland, he entered the harbour, 
and in the mouth of it found a frigate with only an old 
jnan in it, who voluntarily informed him, that, about 
;an hour betbre'a pinnace had palTed by, with fails and 
oars, and all the appearance of expedition and impor¬ 
tance; that, as flie pafled, the crew on-board her bid him 
cake care of himfelf; and that, as foon as llie touched 
the fliore, he heard the noife of cannon, fired as a warn¬ 
ing, and favv the flipping of the port drawn up under 
the guns of the .caftle. The Captain who had himfelf 
heard the difeharge of the artillery, w^as foon convinced 
that he was difeovered ; and that, therefore, nothing 
could be attempted there with any probability of fuc- 
cefs. He therefore contented himfelf wdth taking a 
Ihip of Seville of 240 tons (which the relator of this 
voyage mention^ as a very large lliip), and two fmall 
frigates, ip whiqh he found letters of advice from 
Nombre de Dips, intended to alarm that part of the 
coaft. 

Drake, now’ finding his pinnaces of great ufc, and 
not having a fuflicient number of failors for all his 
ycflels, was dcfiVous of deftrQying the Swan, the ftiip 
commanded by his brother; that the others might be 
better manned; j .Tfiis, peceftary as it was, could non 
cufiiy be done without difgulUng his company ; w ho, 


having made feveral profperous voyages 
would naturally be averfe to her deftrudfion 

Drake knew that nothing but the love of * 1 
could animate his followers to encounter fuchn^^ 
as he was about to expofe them to; 
rather chofe to bring his defigns to pafsbv 
by authority. He fent for the carperiter^of 
took him into his cabin, and, having firft u-"’ 

to fecrecy, ordered him in the middle of the ’ k 
go down into the well, and bore three holes 
the bottom, laying fomething againft chemthar W 
hinder the bubbling of the water from being ft 
To this the carpenter, after fome cxpoftulation ^ ‘ 
fented, and the next night performed his promifi T 
chemommg, Auguft the ijth, Drake; going 
his pinnace .a filhmg, rowed up to the Swan' Th 
having invited his brother to partake of his diverib!’ 
inquired, with a negligent air, why the Swan w^r 
deep in the water? Upon which, his brother bei^ 
alarnictl, lent down his ftcv.ardto learn the caufe 
returned immediately, with an account that the’(hin 
was leaky, and in danger of Unking in a very little 
time. 1 hey had inftantly recourfe to the pump, but 
having laboured for five hours, and gained very’little 
upon the water, they willingly, according to Drake's 
advice, fet the veflel on fire, and went on board the 
Pafeha. 

Finding it now' neceflary to lie concealed for fome 
time, till the Spaniards fliould forget their danger and 
remit their vigilance, they fet fail for the Sound of 
Darien, and, w-ithout approaching the coaft, that their 
courfe might not be obferved, they arrived there in 
fix days. 


This being a convenient place for their reception, 
both on account of privacy, it being out of the road of 
all trade, and as it was well fupplied with M'ood, 
w’ater, wild-fowl, hogs, deer, and all kind of pro- 
vilions, he ftayed here fifteen days, to careen his vef- 
fcls, and refrefti his men, w'ho wwked interchange¬ 
ably, on one day the one half, and on the next day the 
other half. 

On the 5 th of September, Drake left his brother 
with the Ihip at Darien, aiid fei out with two fmall 
velfcls towards the Rio Grand, which they reached in 
three days, and on the 9th of the fame month were 
dileovered by a Spaniard from the land, who believing 
them, to be his countrymen, made a fignal for them to 
come on fliore, with which they very readily complied; 
but he, foon finding his miftakc, abandoned his plan¬ 
tation, where they found great plenty of provilions, 
with which having laden their vends, they departed. 

In the mean time, his brother. Captain John Drake, 
went, according to the diredions that had been left 
him, in fearch of the Symerons, or fugitive negroes, 
from whofe afliftance they now entertained hopes of 
compleating the fuccefs of their voyage: and, touching 
upon the main land, by means of the negroes whom 
they had taken from Nombre de Dios, engaged two ot 
the Symerons to come on board his fliip, leaving twp 
of his own men as hoftages for their fafe return. T hole 
men, having afTured him of the affeeftion of their 
nation, appointed an interview between Drake and 
their leaders. With this appointment Drake being 
made acquainted, he immediately quitted Port Plenr>» 
fo named by the Englifli from the great ftorc ofpn>' 
vifions they had amafTed at that.place, and came, by 
the diredion ol the Symerons, into a fccrctbay, among 
beautiful iflands covered with trees, which conceaicu 
their fhips* from obfervation, and where the channe 
was fo narrow and rocky that it ^^as impoHibleJ'^ 
enter it by night; fo that there was no daiigcjOt » 
ftiddcn furprize. Here they met, and entered im 
engagements, which common enemies and 
dangers preferved from violation. But the fitft* 
verfation informed the Knglifli that their 
were no^-immediately to be gratified: for, ^ 

enquiries after the moft probable means of acqi^ 

gold and lilvcr, the Symerons told them, that 
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To 


the SOUTH SEA and 


Tnoner the chief end of their expedition, they 
have gratified them; but that during the 
which was now begun, they could not re- 
the treafure, which they had taken from the Spa- 
out oF the rivers in which they had concealed it. 
!! I .hprefore. propofingto wait in this place till the 
built with the affiftance of theSy- 
a fort of earth arid timber; and; leaving his 
Scr’ and part of his company with the Symerons, 
f out with three pinnaces towards Rio de la Hacha, 
Sneof a fpirit top adive to lie Hill patiently, even in 

(late of plenty and fecurity, and with the moft pro¬ 
bable expeaations of immenfe riches. 

In their way thither, they anchored within fight of 

Carthagena without landing, and on the 17th of Odo- 
her took aSpanilh bark, with which they entered the 
harhour indifguife; but were foon accofied by a Spanilh 
whom they had fometime before taken and 
^cat liberty; who coming to them in a boat, as he pre¬ 
tended, without the knowledge of the Governor, made 
them great promifes of friendfiiip, and profeffions of 
elleem. But Drake, having waited till next morning 
without receiving the inibrmation he had been encou¬ 
raged to cxped:,Tbuncl that all this pretended kindnefs 
was no more than a firatagem to amufe him, while the 
Governor was raifing Ibrccs for his dcflnidion. 

This appeared more cdearly on the 20th, when two 
frigates, w'cll armed and manned, came out in the night 
with a view tofurprize the pinnaces, and make prifoncr 
of Drake : biitthcfc being difeovered, and their defign 
fruftrated, Drake, when day-Ught approached, leapt in¬ 
trepidly a(horc fingle, in defiance of their troops, which 
hovered at a dil^aiice in the woods and on the hills, 
without ever venturing to advance within reach of the 
fiiot from the pinnaces. To leap, however, upon an 
enemy’s coafi, in fight of a fuperior force, only to Ihcw 
how little they were feared, was an acl that in thefe times 
would meet with little applaufe: but motives of policy 
might infl'ucnce the condu<5l of Drake, and make that 
necelTary then, which now appears a ridiculous bravado. 
Finding the whole country advertifed of his attempts, 
and in anns to oppofe him, he might make a feint only 
of landing to 'ncrcafe their fears, and encourage their 
alarms, chat they might keep together till he Ihould af- 
faultthem in their deferted polls; a firatagem which 
there is rcafon to think he put in pra(51:ice, as he conti¬ 
nued upon the coafi till one of his veflels had only a 
gammon of bacon and a final 1 quantity of bread on 
board for feventeen men, and till there was on bo'ard 
his own veflTel even a greater fcarcity. But refolution 
and fuccefs reciprocally produce each other. They 
had not failed more than three leagues on their return 
to their Ihips before they fell in with and attacked a 
coalVmg ydlel, which after fomc rcfifiance they took, 
and happily found it laden with excellent provifions. 
He now determined to return to the Symerons, with 
whoni, ashas been faid, he left his brother, and part of 
his force; and to attempt, by their alfifiance and direc¬ 
tion, to make his way over, and invade the Spaniards in 
the inland parts, where they would probably never 
dream of an enemy. 

^Vhen they arrived at Port Diego, fo named from the 
Qcgroewhohad procured them their intercourfe with 
tile Symerons, they found Captain John Drake and one 
of his company dead, being killed in attempting, al- 
J““^.tinarnied, to board a frigate well provided w’ith 
bathings neceflary for its defence. The Captain was 
uuwilluig to make the attack, and reprefented to his 
<-'ompany the madnefs of their propofal; but, being 
by their clamours and importunities, to 
a\oid the juipucution of cowardice, complied to liis dc- 
Ibuclion. 

but tnis was not the only misfortune that bcfel this 
1‘^te company; for foon after many of them fell ill of 
K-calenture, a malignant fever, very frequent in the 
w cimiatcs, which carried oif, among fcveral others, 
^tnother brother of the Commander, 
li t ^ P*'"‘ike was employed in the recovery of the 

^ rons, who ranged the country for intcl- 


ROUND the WORLD. 


ligencc, brought him an account that the Spanifli fleet 
Was arrived at Nombre de Dios, the truth of which 
was confirmed by a pinnace which he fent out to make 
obfervations. 'This, therefore, was the time for their 
journey; when the treafures of the American mines 
were to be tranfported from Panama over land, to 
Nornbre de Dios. Pic, therefore, by the direction ot 
the Symerons, furnifiicd hiinfelf with all things nccef- 
fiiry; and, on the third of February in the following 
year, fet out from Port Diego. Having loft already 
twenty-eight of his company, and being under the nc- 
ccflity ot leaving fomc to guard his fiiip,' he took with 
him only 18 Englifti and 30 Symerons, who not only 
ferved as guards to flicw the way, but as purveyors to 
procure provifions. 

Ihey carried with them arrows for war, and arrows 
for hunting and fowling, the heads of wh-ich arc pro¬ 
portioned in lize to the game they arc piirfiiing. For 
oxen, ftags, or wild boars, they have arrows or javelins 
with heads weighing a pound and half, which they dif- 
charge near hand, and which fcarcely ever fail of being 
mortal. Their fecond fort are about half as heavy as 
the other, and are generally fliot from their bow’s; 
thefe arc intended for fmaller beafis. With the third 
fort, of which the heads are an oilnce in weight, they 
kill birds. As this nation is in a fiatc which does not 
fet thern above continual cares for the immediate necef- 
farics of life, he that can temper iron beft is among 
them moft efieemed; and, perhaps, it would be happy 
for every nation, if honours and applaufes were as juftly 
diftribured, and he were moft diftinguifhed whofe ta¬ 
lents were moft ufeful to fociety. 

Every d:iy by fun-rifing they began to march, and 
having travelled till ten, refted near fomc river till 
twelve; then travelling again till four, they repofed all 
night in huts, or wigwams, which the Symerons had 
either left ftanding in their former marches, or very 
rcvidily erected for them, by fetting up three or four 
pofts in the ground, and laying poles from one to ano¬ 
ther, in the form of a roof, which they covered with 
palmetto boughs and plantain leaves. In the vallies, 
where they were Ihcltered from the winds, they left 
three or four feet next the ground open; but, on the hills, 
where they were more expofed to the chill blafts of the 
night, they thatched them clofe to the ground, leaving 
only a door for entrance, and a vent a-top in the middle 
for the fmokc of the fire to cfcapc. 

In their march, they met not only with plenty of fruits 
upon the banks of the rivers, but with wild fwine in 
abundance, of which the Symerons without difficulty 
killed, for the moft part, as many as were wanted. One 
day, however, they found only an otter, and were about 
to drefs it; at which Drake exprefling his wonder, was 
afkcd by Pedro, the chief Symeron, “ Are you a man of 
war, and in want, and yetdoubt whether this be meat that 
hath blood in it.^” For which Drake in private rebuked 
him, fays the relator; whether juftly or not, it is not 
very important to determine; only it ftiews the genius 
of the times when fupcrftition prevailed, and when the 
greateft men were not wholly exempt from its influ¬ 
ences. 

On the third day of tl-ieir march, and the 6th of 
February, they came to a town of the Symerons, fitu- 
ated on the fide of a hill, and encompafled with a ditch 
and a mud wall, to fecure it from any fudden furprize. 
Here they lived with great neatnefs, and in plenty; and 
with fome obfervation of religion, paying great reve¬ 
rence to the crofs; a pradicc which, the relator fays, 
Drake prevailed upon them to change for the ufe of the 
Lord’s Prayer; which however, in fo ftiort a flay, is very * 
unlikely. Indeed, it is added, that here they ftrongly 
importuned Drake to prolong his abode, promifing to 
double his force; but he, cither thinking greater num¬ 
bers unnecefTary, or fearing, that, if any difference 
llioukl arife between them and his own men, he fliould 
be overborne by numbers, he prudently declined their 
invitation, and their offer of additional affiftance, and 
that in fuch terms as exprefted his eagernefs to en'^ge, 
and his confidence of fuccefs from the bravery of his 
followers. 
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The Symcrons continued to conduct: him on his jour¬ 
ney, and led him through rural fhades and lofty woods, 
which flickered his people fo efledually from the fun, 
that their march was lefs toilfome than if they had tra¬ 
velled in England during the heat of fummer. Four 
of the Symerons that weVe acquainted with the way, 
went about a mile before the main body, and cut oft 
branches as marks to direeft them, for there was no 
beaten track; then followed twelve Symerons, after 
whom came theEnglifh, with the tw'o leaders; and the 
other Symerons clofed the rear. In this order, on the 
nth of Februaiy, they arrived at the top of a very 
high hill, on the fummit of which grew a tree of a 
wonderful height and magnitude, in which they had 
cut fteps for the more eafy afeent to the top, where 
there was a kind of alcove, to which they invited Drake, 
and from thence (hewed him not only the North Sea, 
from whence they came, but the great Paciiic Ocean, 
on w hich no Englifh veffel had ever yet failed. This 
profpe^l exciting his natural curiofity and ardour for ad¬ 
ventures and difeoveries, he lifted up his hands to God, 
and implored his blcfling upon the refolution which he 
that inflant formed of failing in an Englilh fliip on that 
immenfc fca. 

From this ftupendous mountain they defeended, after 
having feafted their eyes with the grandeft profpeeft the 
earth can furnifli; and in two days came into an open 
level country, where their march was incommoded with 
thegrafs, which is of a peculiar kind, conflfting of a 
ftalk like that of a bull-rufh, and a blade on which-the 
oxen and other cattle feed till it grows too high for them 
to reach: then it is that the natives fet the whole on 
firc; and it is no uncommon thing to behold vallics of 
immenfe extent in a blaze at once; from whence the 
cattle fly in the utmoft terror, and many perifli by the 
fudden conflagration. It might be fuppofed, that this 
burning of the foil, would, in a hot climate, check the 
powers of vegetation, and that it would be years before 
the earth could recover its fertility; but it is juft the 
contrary; the afhes of the reeds arc hardly cxtinguiflied 
before a new verdure begins to appear; and before a 
month is elapfed, the whole valley, beheld at a diftance, 
looks as green as ever; fo aftonilhingly wonderful are 
the powers of Nature on this happy foil! 

When they had arrived within a convenient diftance 
of the road from Panama, they pofted themfelves in a 
grove or wood, near w hich the treafure was to be con¬ 
veyed from thence to NtJmbrc de Dios. They then 
dii'patcheda trufty Symeron, in the habit of a Have, 
properly inft:ru<fted, to learn on what day the mules, on 
whofe backs the treafure is carried, were to fet out. 
The man W'as fo well qualified for the fervicc, and fo in- 
duftrious in the profecution of it, that he foon returned 
with an account, that the treafurer of Lima, intending 
to embark for Europe, would pafs the night following 
with eight mules laden with gold, and one with jewels; 
that it was their cuftom to travel by night, and to reft: 
in the day, to avoid the heat; and that Venta Cruz was 
to be their firft: ftage. 

On this intelligence, they changed their fituation, 
and immediately dire<ftcd their march tow^ards Venta 
Cruz, finding, for fecurity, two Symerons, habited as 
before, to examine the way, who, as they palTed along, 
perceived, by the feent of a match, that fome Spaniard 
W'as before them; and creeping filcntly forw'ard, fur- 
prized afoldier afleep upon the ground. They bound 
him, without oft'ering any other violence, and brought 
him to Drake, who, upon enquiry, found that their Ipy 
had not deceived them in his intelligence. The fol- 
dicr, having informed himfclf of the Captain's name, 
conceived fuch a confidence inhis w'cll-know n clemency, 
that, after having made an ample difeovery of the trea- 
furc that w'as now' at hand, cautioned them likewife 
againft: being deceived by the recocs, or carriers, from 
Nombre de Dios, w'ho met the others by the way, and 
who w’erc hourly expeefted, with merchandize and pro- 
vilions, but without any gold. He clofed his exami¬ 
nation with an humble petition to Drake, that, w'hen 
the expeded treafure ftioujd fall into his hands, he would 
2 


be graciouny pleafed to allow him as murl, <■ 
would maintain himfelf and his children du ' ^ 

maindcpof their lives, fince there would 
more arrive than he and his company could 
Drake agreed to his requeft, upon condition 
led him to a place of fecrecy, w-here he could 
his men till the time of adion, and w'here the^ 
danger of the mules pafling by without bcina 
This the man did; and Drake placed his^amw*^*^’ 
cordingly. "^^Ihac. 

Before the time expeded, the men were nmnnu. 
frcflied and inftruded. Oxenham was 
head the Symerons, aflifted by Pedro their ^ 
Drake was to command the Englifli. The nm-fi ’ 
then divided; the Englifli took the right of^thc 
front, and the Symerons the left at a fmall diftanc? 
the rear. In this manner they were ported that 
company might be in readinefs to feize thehindmoft 
mule at the fame time that the other had feked rh 
foremoft:; for the mules, it feems, being tied togetheV 
travel in a line, and are all guided by leading the M ’ 

Every thing being now as well concerted as human 
prudence could direct, and the critical moment of ac. 
tion foon expected, they lay down and covered them 
fclves in the grafs, at about eighty or ninety paces dif* 
tance from the road, that the noife of their breathing 
might not be heard by the guard that conveyed the trea- 
fore. 

They had not been more than an hour in this fitua. 
tion, when the bells of the mules on the left, coming 
from Venta Cruz, began to be heard: but previous or- 
ders having been given to meddle only with thofe from 
Panama, thofe from Venta Cruz w'crC fuffered to pafs 
unmolcfted. Unfortunately, however, it happened, 
that one Robert Pike, being heated with liquor, pre¬ 
vailed upon the man that w'as next him to creep for¬ 
ward with him, in order to be in readinefs to fignalizc 
themfelves, by being the firft to feize the mules from 
Panama. At that inflant, an orticcr, who accompanied 
the recocs from Venta Cruz, perceiving white moving 
in the grafs (for Drake had ordered all his company to 
put their ftiirts over their cloathes, to diftinguifh them 
in the night), took the alarm, and, from a walk, was 
obferved to pu(h his horfe forw'ard on a fmart trot; and, 
before he had palTed the hindmoft ambufeade, he was 
heard to ride along in a full gallop; but neither Drake, 
w ho commanded the Engl i fli, nor Oxen ham, who headed 
the Symerons, being apprized of the reafon, had any 
thought of taking mcafures to intercept his journey. 

It was not, how'cvcr, long before the recocs from Pa¬ 
nama came up, and were eagerly feized by the Englilh 
in front,and fccured by the Symerons,as had been agreed 
upon, in the rear; but, to their great mortification,they 
found two of them only loaded w'ith filvcr, and the reft 
with provifions, fix of thofe from Panama, which carr 
ried the valuable burdens of gold and jewels, being or¬ 
dered back, and the like number that came from Venta 
Cruz fent forw'ard in their room. The drivers were 
brought immediately to the Captain, and examined, 
who informed him, that a horfeman w’ho met them 
riding in hade had talked with the treafurer, and ad- 
vifed him to fend back his gold and jewels, and fufkr 
thofe only to proceed that were now in his [Drake's] 
power, that he might, by that cheap experiment difeo- 
ver whether there was any ambufh in the way. 

That Drake was not lefs enraged than his followers at 
this difappointment cannot be doubted; but there was 
now no time to be fpent in complaints. The whole 
country, he knew, would foon be alarmed, and all the 
force of the Spaniards alTcmbled to overwhelm him; 
he had no fortrefs to retire to; every man was 
my; and every road better know'n to the Spaniards than 
to himfelf. This was an occafionthat demanded all t 

qualities of an hero, an intrepidity never to be ^kcn. 

and judgment never to be perplexed. He immediate) 
confidcred all the circumftanccs of his prefent fituation^ 

and found that it afforded him only the choice of march¬ 
ing back by the fame way through which he 
forcing his paftage through Venta Cruz. He 
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^ ulties in marching back, bcfidcs the hazard of 

njanyui feized before his return; he,therefore, 

to oafs forwards to Venca Cruz, before the 
^^^^*^couldbeVepared tooppofehim. Heafkcd Pedro 
^uT^derofthc Symerons, whether he was refolvcd to 
ni vhim? and, after having received from him the 
? ^ ffcft aifurance that nothing fliould feparate them, 
^ manded hismcntorefrelh themfclves.and prepareto 
r fonUrds. When they came to the gates of the tow n, 
hlvdifmiffed the mules they had made ufe of to carry 
hr pri7'^- continued their march with as little 
^ .kgjpoiTible; yet they difeovered that the alarm had 
h^en fpread, and the forces of the tow n halHly draw'n 
^>rher to oppofe their entrance. Drake, who was 
^unacquainted with the behaviour of that kind of 
military, received their firft onfet, and then breaking 
in upon them, drove them before him without farther 
oppolition, and was feconded by the Symerons, who 
could not be retrained from making plunder of the 
town: but Drake hallened in perfon to the Spanifh la¬ 
dies and alTured them that no injuries fliould be of¬ 
fered to them; fo infeparablc is humanity from true 
courage. 

Having thus broken the fpirits, and feattered the 
forces of the Spaniards, he continued his march to the 
ihips without any apprchenlion of danger, yet with 
gre^fpeed, being very felicitous about the (late of the 
crew; fo that he allowed his men, harralPed as they 
were, but little time for fleep or refreflimcnt; but by 
kind exhortations, gentle authority, and a chearful par¬ 
ticipation ofall their hardfliips, prevailed upon them to 
bear without murmur, not only the toil of travelling, 
but, on fome days, the pain of hunger. In this march, 
he owed much of his expedition to the afliflance of the 
Symerons, who, being aCcuflomed to the climate, and 
naturally robuft, when any of the Englifli fainted by 
the way, two of them would carry him between them 
for miles together. Nor was their valour lefs than 
their humanity, after they had learned from their 
Englifh companions to defpife the fire-arms of the 
Spaniards. 

When they were within five leagues of the fliips, they 
foundatow'n built in their abfence by the Symerons, 
at which Drake confenced to halt, fending a Symeron 
to the fliips with his gold toothpick as a token, which, 
though the inafter knew^ it, was not fufficient to gain 
the meflenger credit, till, upon examination, he found 
that the Captain, having ordered him to regard no incf- 
fige without his hand-writing, had engraven his name 
upon it with the point of his knife; he then fent the 
pinnace up the river, which they met, and afterw-ards 
lent to the town for thofe whofe w carinefs had made 
them unable to march farther. 

OnFcbniary the 23d, the whole company was re¬ 
united; and Drake, whofe good or ill fuccefs never pre¬ 
vailed over his piety, celebrated their meeting with 
thanks to Gcxl. 

C)rakc, not yet difeouraged, foon turned his thoughts 
to new- projects; and, without languifhing in melan- 
J oly refledions upon pad mifearriages, employed him- 
1 informing fchemes for repairing them. Eager of 
f acquainted with man’s nature, he never 

u cred idlencfsto infed his followers with cowardice; 
b * from finking under any difappointment, 

. ircding their attention to fomc new enterprize. 
P^'^/^^^loltation with his own men, and the Sy* 
found them divided in their opinions; fome 
that, before they engaged in any new at- 
ncceflary to increaVe their ftores of pro- 
Snan'L’ ^*^0 Others urging that the fliips, in which the 
attenj fr^ould be immediately 

adviflS K* Symerons propofed a third plan, and 
to thp K another journey over-land, 

hrouphr^- Pezoro, near Veragua, whofe flaves 

l^toRuhp pounds dcrling 

ftoneh^M which he heaped together in a ftrong 
calilv might, by the help of the Englifli, be 

^0.46^^’ • Drake, being unwilling to fatigue 


his followers with another journey over land, determined 

tofteer a niidd e courfe betweenthefe varial.leoixinions; 
and, manning his two pinnaces, the Bear and the Mi¬ 
nion, he rent John Oxenham in the Bear towards Tolu, 
to fc^ provifions; and went himfelf in the Minion to 
the Cabezes, to endeavour to intercept the treaUire 
that was to be tranfported from Veragua and that coaft, 
to the fleet at Nombre de Dios; firfl difmifling with 
prefents thofe Symerons who defired to return to their 
wives and ordering thofe that chofe to remain with him 
to be kindly entertained. Drake took at the Cabezes 
a Ingate of Varagua, the pilot of which informed him 
that there was in the harbourof Veragua afliip freighted 
with more than a million of gold; to which he offered 
tocondudthim being well acquainted with the found¬ 
ings if he might be allowed his lhare of the prize; fo 
much was his avarice fuperior to his hoiielfy. 

Drake, after fome deliberation, complying with the 
pilot’s conditions, failed towards the harbour; but had 
■no fooner entered the mouth of it than he heard the re¬ 
port of artillery, which was ai^,J\vercd by others at a 
igreater diflancc; upon which the pilot told them that 
they were difeovered. this being the fignal appointed 
by the Governor to alarm the coaft. 

' Drake now thought it convenient to return to the 
'flnps, that he might enquire the fuccefs of the other 
pinnace, which he found with a frigate that flie had 
taken with twenty-eight fat hogs, 200 hens, and a great 
itoreof maize or Indian corn. The vcflcl itfelf was 
fo ftrong and well built, that he fitted it for war, de¬ 
termining to make afecond attempt on Nombre deDios 
On March the 2ifl:, he fet fail with the new fri<rate 
and the Bear towards the Cabezes, at which he arrfvcd 
in little more than two days, and found there one Totu 
a Frenchman, with a fliip of war. Having fupplied 
his (hip with water, and other articles of which he was 
in want, the Captain defired to join the .Admiral in his 
new attempt, to which Drake coiifented, and admitted 
him to accompany him with 20 of his men, flipulatingto 
allow them a proportionable fliare of whatever booty they 
fliould acquire: yet they were not without fome full 
picions of danger from this new ally, he having cGhty 
men, and they being now reduced to thirty-one. Man¬ 
ning, however, the pinnaces, they fet fail for Rio Fran- 
eifeo, at which place they arrived on the 29th of March. 
Here they landed: and, having difmiffed their pin¬ 
naces for fear ofdifcovcry, and ordered them to repair 
to the fame place on the 4th day following, they bc^an 
their march through the woods towards Nombre^de 
Dios, and continued it with fuch filence and regularity 
as furprized the French, who did not imagine die Sy- 
•merons fo difcrcct and obedient to command as they 
appeared to be, and were therefore in perpetual anxiety 
about the fidelity of their, guides: nor did the Syme¬ 
rons treat the Frenchmen \\ ith that fubmilfion and re¬ 
gard which they paid to the Englifli, whofe bravery and 
condudt they had already tried. At length, after a la¬ 
borious march of more than feven leagues, they began 
to hear the hammers of the carpenters in the bay, it be¬ 
ing the cuflom in that hotfeafonto work in the night, 
and to reft in the day; and, in a Ihort time, they per¬ 
ceived the approach of the rccocs, or droves of mules 
from Panama. They now no longer doubted that their 
, labour would be rewarded, and every man imagined 
himfclf fecure from poverty for the remaining part of 
his life; they, therefore, when the mules came up, ruflied 
out, and feized them with an alacrity proportioned to 
their expectations. The three droves conlifted of one 
hundred and nine mules, each of which carried 300 
pounds weight of filver. It was to little purpofe that 
the foldiers, ordered to convoy the treafurc, attempted 
rcfiftance. After a fliort combat, in which the French 
Captain and one of the Symerons were wounded I*" 
appeared with how much greater ardour men are ani« 
mated by intereft than fidelity. 

As it was poflible for them to carry away but a fmall 
part of this treafurc, after .having wearied themfelvcs 
with hiding it in the thickets, they determined to rt- 
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turn by the fame way they came; and, without being 
purfued, they traverfed the woods, where the hremn 
Captain, being difabled by his wound, was obli^ to 

(lay, two of his company continuing with him. When 
they had gone forward about two leagues, the rrcnch- 
men miffed another of their company, who, upon en¬ 
quiry, was known to be intoxicated with wine, and lup- 
pofed to have loft himfelf in the woods by ncgleaing to 
obferve the guides; but common prudence not allow¬ 
ing them to hazard the whole company by two much 
folicitudc for a fingle life, they travelled on towards Rio 
Francifeo, at which they arrived on the 3d ot April; 
and, looking out for their pinnaces, were furprizcd with 
the fight of feven Spanilh (loops, and immediately con¬ 
cluded thatfomc intelligence of their motions had been 
Carried to Nombre dc Dios, and that thefe veffels l^d 
been fitted out to purfhethem, which might undoubt¬ 
edly have overpowered the pinnaces and their teeble 
crews. Nor did their fufpicions (top here; but imme¬ 
diately it occurred to them, that their men might be 
compelled by torture te'difeover where their frigate and 
fiiip were ftationed, which being weakly manned, and 
without the prefence of the chief Commander, \vould 
fall into their hands almoft without rcfiftancc, and all 
poffibility of efcaping be entirely cut oft*. Thefe re- 
fiedlions funk the whole company into dcfpair; and 
every one, inftcad of endeavouring to break through 
the difficulties that furrounded him, re(igned himTelt 
up to his ill fortune; when Drake, w hole intrepidity 
w^s never to be (haken, and whofe rcafon was never to 
be furprizcd or embarraffed, reprefented to them, that, 
though the Spaniards fliould have made thcmfclves maf- 
ters of the pinnaces, they might yet be hindered from 
difeovering the (hips. He put them in mind, that the 
pinnaces could not be taken, the'men examined their 
examinations cpmpared, their refolutions formed, their 
veffels fentout, and the fiiips taken in an inftant. Some 
time muft neceffarily be fpent before the laft blow couM 
be ftruck; and, if that time were not neglcdfully lolt, 
it might be poffible for Ibme of them to reach the Hups 
before the enemy, and dircift them to change their fta- 

^^°They wore animated w'ith this difeourfe, by which 
theyobferved that their leader was not without hope; 
but when they came to look more narrowly into their 
fituation, they were unable to conceive upon what it 
was founded. To pafs by land was impoffible, as the 
way lay over high mountains, thick woods, and deep ri¬ 
vers: they had not a fingle boat in their power, fo that 

pair^c by water feemed equally impradicablc. But 
Drake determined upon the only means of fuccefs which 
their condition afforded them; and, ordering his men 
to make a raft out of the trees that were then floating 
in the river, offered himfelf to put out to fca upon it, 
and chcarfully alkcd who would accompany him. John 
Owen John Smith, and two Frenchmen, who were 
willing to (hare his fortune, embarked with him on the 
raft w'hich was fitted out with a fail made of the bifcuit 
racks in which they had carried their provifions, and 
formed a kind of oar to direift its courfe inftcad of a 
rudder. Then, having comfocted the rcfl with affur- 
anccs of his regard for them, and refolution to leave 
nothing unattempted for their deliverance, he put off; 
and after having with much difficulty failed three 
leagues, deferied two pinnaces hafting towards him, 
which,*upon a nearer approach, he difeovered to be 
hisowa; and, hailing them, propofed that they (hould 
anchor behind a p6int that jutted out into the fca, 
while he put to fiiorc; and, croffing the land on foot, 
was received by his company with that fatisfaCtion 
which is only known to thofe who have been acquainted 

W'ith dangers and diljncffcs. 

The fame night they rowed filcntly to Rio Fran- 
eifeo where they embarked the whole company, with 
what trcafui-e they had been able to bring with them 
through the woods; then failing back with the utmoft 
expedition, they returned to their frigate, and foon af- 
tcr‘to thdr (hip, where Drake divided the gold and fil- 
ver equitably between the French and Englilh. 


Here they fpent fourteen days in fitting out the' - 
gate more completely; during which time, the 
men, with their fliip, lay among the Cabezes^^^i 
twelve Englifti and lixtecn Symerons travelled" 
more into the country, as well to recover the F 
Captain, whom they had left wounded, as to b' 
away the treafure which they had hid in the J 
Drake, whom his company would not fuffer to 
his perfon in another land expedition, went with tl^^ 
to Rio Francifeo, where he found one of the Frencr 
men who had (laid to attend their Captain, and was ini 
formed by him, upon his enquiries after his tbrtunc 
that, half an hour after their feparation, the Spaniardi 
came upon them, and eafily feized upon the wounded 
Captain; but that his companion might have efcaped 
with him, had he not preferred money to life; forfe>. 
ing him throw down a box of jewels that retarded him" 
he could not forbear taking it up, and, with that and the 
gold which he had already, was fo loaded that he could 
not efcape. With regard to the bars of gold and lilvcr 
which they had concealed in the ground, he informed 
them that 200 men had been employed in fearching for 
them. The people, however, either millrufting the 
informer’s veracity, or confident that what they had 
hidden could not be found, purfued their journe-y; but, 
upon their arrival at the place, found the ground turned 
up for two miles round, and were able to recover, no 
more than 13 bars of filver, and a fmall quantity of gold, 
They difeovered afterwards, that the Frenchman who 
was left drunk in the woods, falling into the hands of 
the Spaniards, was tortured by them till he confefled 
where Drake and his company had concealed their 
plunder; fo fatal to Drake’s expedition was thedrunk- 
ennefs of his followcrs. 

Then, difmiffing the French, they palTed by Car- 
thagena wdth their colours flying, and foon after looka 
frigate laden with provifions and honey, which they va¬ 
lued as a great reftorative, and then failed away to the 
Cabezes. Here they ftaid aljout a week to careen their 
veflcls, and fit them for a long voyage, determining to 
fet (ail for England; and that the faithful Symerons 
might not go away unrewarded, broke up their pin¬ 
naces, and gave them the iron, the mod valuable prefcnc 
in the world to a nation whofe only employments were 
war and hunting, and amongft whom lliow and luxury 
had no place. Pedro, their Captain, being defiredby 
Drake to go through the (hips, and to chufe what he 
moft defired, fixed his eye upon a feymetar fet with 
jewels, which the French Captain had prefemed w 
Drake for the provifions with which he had fupplied 
him, and, being unwilling to aflt for fo valuable a 
offered for it four large quoits, or thick plates of gold, 
which he had formerly concealed in the watere; out 
Drake, defirous to fliew him, that fidelity feldom is 
without a recompence, gave it him with the nign 
profeftions of fatisfadion and efteem. Pedro, 
it with the utrnoft gratitude, informed him, that by - 
(lowing it he had conferred gi'catnefs and 
him; for, by prefenting it to his King, .5, 

of obtaining the higheu rank among the by 
He then pcrfifted in his refolution of • mthc 

gold, which was generoufly thrown by DraKe m 
common ftock; for he faid that thofe at who e 
he had been fent out, ought to lliare in all the^ 
the expt‘dition, whatever pretence cavil ana c 
might fupply for the appropriation of any pa ^ 
Thus was Drake’s charader confident with j , 
was equally fuperior to avarice and fear; ^ ^ 

whatever danger he might go in qudf ^ &. Jjti. 
thought it not valuable enough to be obtaine 7 
fice or difhonefty. , |br 

They now for(ix)k the coaft of America, 

, many months they had kept in ^ ^ 

ing taken more than 100 veflels ^ .u-y nc^'cf 

Carthagena and Nombre dc Dios, ihoa* 

deftroyed any, unlefs they were fitted out 
nor ever detained the prifoners longer than 
fary for their own fecurity or 
for them in the feme manner as for themiciv , 
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'^ine them from the malice of the Symer.ms; .i be¬ 

haviour which humanity dilates, and which, perhaps, 

«en policy cannot difapprove. He mull, certainly, 
meet with obftinate oppohtion who makes it equally 
a,noffrous to yield as to refill, and who leaves his ene¬ 
mies no hopes but from vidory. 

What riches they acquired is not particularly related 
but it is not to be doubted, that the plunder oi’ fo many 
velTels, together with the lilvcr feized at Nonibre dc 
nios, mufl amount to a very great fum, though the 
fhare that was allotted to Drake was not fufficient to lull 
him into clfcminacy, or to reprefs his natural inclina¬ 
tion to adventures. They arrived at Plymouth on 
the oth of Auguft, 1573, on Sunday in the afternoon; 
and fo much were the people delighted with the news 
of their arrival, that they left the preacher, and ran in 
crouds to the key withfliouts and congratulations. 

Drake having, in the voyage juft mentioned, had a 
view of the South Sea, as has already been related, and 
formed arefolution to fail upon it, did not fulfer him- 
fclf to be diverted from his defign by the profpedl of 
any difiiculties that might obftrueft the attempt, nor any 
danger that might attend the execution. His reputation 
* vas fufficicntly eftablifiied to remove all obftacles (for 
obftacles he met with), and to obviate the motives that 
pr^uced them; but it was not till the year 1577, that 
hewasablcto alTemble a force proportioned to his de- 
fjgn, and to obtain a commiftion from the Queen, by 
which he was conftituted Captain-General of a fqua- 
dron, confifting of five vefTels, of which the Pelican, 
of 100 tons, was commanded by himfelf as Admiral; 
the Elizabeth, of 80 tons, Vice-Admiral, commanded by 
John Winter; the Marygold, of 30 tons, by John Tho¬ 
mas; the Swan, of 50 tons, by John Chefter; and the 
Chriftopher, of 15 tons, by Thomas Moon, the honeft 
carpenter, who, on the former voyage, deftroyed the 
Swan by Drake’s diredtion. 

Thefe lliips, equipped partly by himfelf, and partly 
by other private adventurers, he manned with 164 ftout 
failors,and furniflied with fuch provifions as he thought 
neceflary for fo long and hazardous a voyage: nor did 
he confine his concern to the ordinary equipment of his 
Ihips with naval ftores and military preparations, but 
carried with him whatever he thought might contribute 
to raife, in thofc nations with which he ftiould have in- 
tcrcourfe,the higheft ideas of the arts and grandeur of 
his native country. He, therefore, not only procured a 
complete fervicc of filver-plate for his own tabic, and 
fumiflied the cook-room with many veflels of the fame 
mcml, but engaged fevcral mulicikns to accompany 
him; rightly judging, that nothing would more excite 
the admiration of favages, or uncivilized people, than 
the powers of mufic. On this occafion, however, it 
not be concealed, that he engaged his men on the 
lalfc pretence of failing to Alexandria; and that it was 
not till after he arrived on the coaft of Brazil, that he ac¬ 
quainted them with his dcftgn of pafting the Straits, and 

entering the South Seas. 

L Nov. 1577, about three in the after¬ 

noon, he failed from Plymouth; but a heavy ftorm (fuch 
Si no man on board had ever feen before), taking him al- 
Mt as foon as out of port, forced him into Falmouth, 
ere he ftaid till the 13th of December to refit. He 
en took his departure, and on the 2cth of the fame 
coaft of Barbary, and on the 
J a ifland of Mogadore, about one 

main,between w'hich and the ifie 
n? -u L ^ convenient harbour. Here he began 
pinnaces, the frames of which he brought 
xqZ together, as in his former 

,'^"tlethe carpenters were employed in this 
thnCpr’ A ^ difeovered by the Moors that inhabit 
Ihin ® their Chiefs on board Drake’s 

*'^^ctvvo of his Company as 
table ■t'helemcn he not only treated in the moft hofpi- 

P^^^'^^^cd them with fuch things as they 
^tlmire; it beingwith him an eftablifli- 
rctenrm« tofecure in every country a kind 

0 fuch Engliflimen as ftiould come after him. 


^Pi^^cating the inhabitants with kiqdncfs and gene- 

Butthis friendly intcrcourfe was in appearance fnon 
broken; for, on the next dav, obfening the Moors 
making fignals from the land, they font out their boat, 
as before, to fetch them to the fhip; and one John Frye 
fcapraftiorc, intending to become an hoftage, as on the 
former day, when immediatcfy he was feized'bv the 
^oors; and the crew obferving great numbers "ftait 
from behind a rock with weapons in their hands, thought 
It next to madnefs to attempt his refeue, and, therefore, 
piqvided for their own fecurity by returning to the 
Ihip. hrye was mounted on horfeback, and immedi¬ 
ately earned up into the country to their King, who 
being then in continual expedation of an invafion from 
rortugal, fufpcdled that thefe ftiips were fent onlv to 
reconnoitre the coaft, and difeover a proper harbour for 
a more formidable fleet; but, being informed who they 
Were, and whither they were bound, not only difmifrcd 
h^ captive, but made large offers of friendftiip and 
alhitancc; which Drake, however, did not ftay to re¬ 
ceive; but being difgufted at this breach of the laws of 
commerce, and apprehending further ircaehcrv, he 
quitted the coaft on December 31, and on the 17th of 
January arrived at Cape Blanco, having in their pafihge 
taken feveml Spanifti vefTels, and found one in the har¬ 
bour with no men. 

H^re, while Drake was employing his men in catch¬ 
ing fifti, and training them for land as well as Tea fer- 
vice, the natives came down to the fea-fide with amber- 
greafeand other gums, to traffic for fuch commodities 
as they then flood moft in need of, and with which 
Drake very gencroufly fupplied them. 

Havingrifiedanddifeharged theSpanifh fliips, which 
they had taken, they failed on the 22d of January to¬ 
wards the ifles of Cape Verd, and on the 27th came to 
anchor before Mayo, hoping tofurnifh themfclves with 
frefh water; but, having landed, they found the chief 
town deferred; and, marching farther up the country, 
faw the vallies extremely fruitful, and abounding with 
ripe figs, cocoas, and plantains, but could by no means 
prevail upon the inhabitants to converfe or traffic with 
them. However, they were fiiffcred by them to range 
the country without moleftation, but found no water, 
except at fuch a diftance from the fea, that the labour of 
carrying it to their fliips was greater than it w^as at 
that time neceflary for them to undergo. Salt, had they 
wanted it, might have been obtained with lefs trouble, 
being left by the fea upon the fands, and hardened by 
the fun, during the ebb, in fuch quantities, that the 
chief traffic of this ifland is carried on by means of it. 
Thus, though the ifland abounded with goats, poultry, 
and delicious fruits of various kinds, they could pro¬ 
cure none of any conPcqucnce, becaufc the Portuguefc, 
who were then in pofleftion of it, w'ere prohibited all 
commerce with ftrangers on very fevere penalties. 

On the 31 ft of January they made St. lago, an iflajid 
at that time divided between the natives and the Portu- 
guefe, who, firft entering thefe iflands under the ftiew 
of traffic, by degrees eftabliflicd themfelvcs, claimed a 
fuperiority over the natives, and harraffed them with 
fuch cruelty, that they obliged them either to flv to the 
w’oods and mountains, where many of them pcriflied 
with hunger, or to take arms againft their opprcflbrs, 
and, under the infuperablc difadvantages with which 
they contended, to die almoft without a battle. Such 
treatment had the natives of St. lago received, which 
had driven them into the rocky parts of the ifland, 
from whence they made incurfions into the plantations 
of the Portuguefe, fometimes with lofs, but generally 
with that fuccefs which defperation produces; fo that 
the Portuguefe were in continual alarms, and lived with 
the natural confequences of guilt, terror, and anxiety. 
They were wealthy but not happy, and poflefled the 
ifland, but did not enjoy it. 

In paflTng this ifland, the garrifon of ^he fort dill 
charged three pieces of cannon at them, but without 
eftect. For this infult they took a Portuguefe fhip 
laden with wines, the pilot of which they retained but 
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fct the rcfl: of the crew on fhorc. This man, Mu no da 
Silva by name, was very ulcful to them in traverfing 
the coaft of Brazil, being acquainted with the bays and 
harbours where frefli water and provilions were to be 
obtained. Him they continued to detain captive, 
though they broke up his fhip before they entered the 
Straits, till they were about to leave the coafts of Peru, 
when finding him no longer ferviceablc, they fet him 
on fliore in the Spanifli fcttlemcnts, from whence he af¬ 
terwards returned home, and w rote an account of the 
voyage as far as he went, which is thought by many to 
be very authentic. 

It w'as foon after the capture of this fliip that a differ¬ 
ence arofe between Drake and his friend, Mr. Thomas 
Doughty, w'hich, gradually incrcaling, grew' into inve¬ 
teracy, and terminated at laff in the death of the latter. 
Doughty was a gentleman and a fcholar, whom Drake 
had perfuaded to embark in this expedition to better his 
fortune; and to whom, till the incident happened which 
we are about to relate, he had fliewn particular marks 
of Avour and friendfliip; but trivial beginnings arc 
often productive of the moft important events. 

The ground of the malevolence with which Drake 
purfued Doughty under the colour of juffice, has hi¬ 
therto lain concealed from the public eye; but we fliall 
now trace it, flep by ftep, till the fatal period w hen the 
unhappy vidim was brought to the block, and when 
Drake, by fuffering revenge to triumph over virtue, left 
an indelible blot upon his charader, w hich no panegy¬ 
ric can wipe away. 

Among the Harleian manuferipts there is a written 
account of this voyage, in which the author has parti¬ 
cularly had his eye on this tranfadion. As he was an 
cyc-w'itnefs of all that pafled, his relation will beff ap¬ 
pear in his own words; ** Captain Drake, fays he, hav¬ 
ing boarded the fhip of Nuno da Sylva, and feaffed his 
eyes with the view of the commodities, he committed 
the cuftody and well-ordering of this prize unto Maf- 
ter Thomas Doughty, as his good and eftcemed friend, 
praying him in any cafe to fee good order kept, and 
whofo fhould be the breaker thereof, to give him to un- 
derftand of any fuch without exception of any. 

** It thus chanced that General Drake had a brother 
(not the wifed man in chriftendom), whom he put into 
this faid prize, as alfo divers others. This Thomas 
Drake, as one more greedy of prey than covetous of 
honeffy or credit, offered himfclf thefirff: and only man 
to break the General his brother’s commandment; for 
he, contrary to his fl:ri<ff prohibition, did not only break 
open a cheff, but did dive fuddcnly into the fame, that 
Mafler Doughty knew not how to difeharge himfelf 
againll the General but by revealing it unto him; yet 
firft Mafter Doughty called Thomas Drake unto him, 
and (hewed him his great folly in this» behalf, who, 
yielding unto his fault, prayed Mafter Doughty to be 
good unto him, and keep it from the General; but he 
briefly told him he could not keep it, but he would de¬ 
liver it with what favour he might. So at the General’s 
next coming on board the prize, Mafter Doughty 
"opened the fame unto him, who prelcntly falling into a 
rage, not without fome great oaths, feemed to wonder 
what Thomas Doughty (hould mean to touch his bro¬ 
ther; and did, as it were, alfure himfclf that he had 
fome farther meaning in this, and that he meant to 
ftrike at his credit, and he would not, or could not, by 
God’s life (as he phrafed it), fuffer it. From this time 
forth grudges did feem to grow between them from 
day to day, to the no fmall admiration of the reft of the 
company, although fome envying his former favour and 
friendfliip with the General, and fome, I think, doubt¬ 
ing that his capacity would reach too far to the ag¬ 
grandizing his credit in the country, talked varioufty of 
the matter; however, Mafter Doughty was put again 
into the Pelican. Thus grudges, although they had 
hot long refled, yet vvere they grown to great extremi¬ 
ties, fuch and fogreat as a man of any judgment w ould 
verily think that his love towards him in England was 
more in brave w’ords than hearty good will or friendly 
love.-” So writes pur author. 

In proceeding on their voyage, they came within 
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fight of Fogo, an ifland fo called from a mou 
about the middle of it continually bumincr andlil”^” 
reft inhabited by the Portuguefc. Two leagueslos 
fouth of Fogo lies Brava, w hich has received 
from its fertility, abounding with all kinds of fruit-, "h 
watered vvithgreat numbers of fptings and brooks'b 
having neither harbour nor anchorage, was at thaiV^^ 
uninhabited. 

Drake, having fent out his boats with pluinets 
found, was not able to find any ground about it- and 
it is reported, that many experiments of the like kind 
have been made without fuccefs. However, he took in 
water fufficient; and on the zd of Feb. fee fail for 
coaft of Brazil. 

On February the 17th, he palTed the equator, after 
being becalmed near three w eeks, during which time 
they had dreadful ftorms of thunder with lightninir 
but without any memorable accident, till, continuiiw 
their voyage, on March 28, one of their vclTcls with 28 
men, and the greateft part of the frefli water on board 
was, to their great difeouragement, fepaiated from 
them; but their perplexity lafted not long, for on the 
next day they difeovered her, and (lie again joined her 
aflTociates. In their long courfe, which gave them op- 
portunitics of obferving feveral animals, both in the air 
and water, at that time very little known, nothing enter¬ 
tained or furprized them more than the flying.fifh, 
which is nearly of the fame fize with a herring, and has 
fins of the length of his whole body, by the help of 
which, when he is purfued by thebenito fa large kind of 
mackarel), as foon as he finds himfclf upon the point 
of being taken, he fprings up into the air, and flies for¬ 
ward as long as his wings continue wet, moifture be¬ 
ing, as it feems, necclTary to make them pliant and 
moveable; and, when they become dry and ftilf, he falls 
down into the water, unlefs fome velTcl intercepts him, 
and dips them again for a fccond flight. This unhappy 
animal is not only purfued by fifties in his natural ele¬ 
ment, but attacked in the air, w here he hopes for fecu- 
rity, by the don or fpar kite, a great bird that preys upon 
fifh; and their fpecics muft certainly be deftroyed, were 
not their incrcafe fo great, that the young fry, in one 
part of the year, covers that part of the fea. 

There is another fi(h, named the cuttle, of which 
whole Ihoals will fometimes rife at once out of the 
water, and of which a great multitude fell into their 

At length, having failed without fight of land for 54 
days, they arrived April the 5th on the coaft ot Brazil. 
«In the mean while, you (hall hear, fays our author, 
what befel: Mafter Drake, never leaving to feek ana 
force upon Mafter Doughty, found, in the end, this op¬ 
portunity to degrade him. Whether of purpofe, or 
his own voluntary, it chanced John Browm the 
to go aboard the Pelican, w'here, for that he had 
long abfent, the company oflered him a hobby, 
the which, Mafter Doughty putting in his hand, jai . 
Fellow John, you fiiall have in my hand, although 1 
but light amongft the reft; and fo laying his ban 
his buttock, which perceived of John Trumpet, he - 
gan to fwear wounds and blood to the company t 
him loofe, for they arc not all (faid he) the Gen 
friends that be here; and with that 
Mafter Doughty, and, faid unto him (as ? 

fently after told me in the prize) God’s wounds, ^ * 

what doft thou mean to ufe this familiarity ^ 
confidcringthou art not the General’s friend; " 
fwered him. What, fellow John! what 
this, and to ufe thefe words to me, that am as S. ^ 
as fure a friend to my good General as any m t ^ 
and I defy him that fliall fay the contrary. ^ 
matter thus? why yet, fellow John, I mh 

live until I come into England. 
coming again prefently aboard the prize, ^ 
any long time with the General, but the 
aboard and refted not, but prefently in 

Doughty to the prize’s fide. General DraKC 
the midft of his men, who hearing the ^ 10 

ftiip’s fide ftood up, and Mafter 
take hold of the (hip to have entered, laid 

































































. there Thomas Doughty, for I miiH: fend you to 
nother place, and with that commanded the mariners 
m row him on board the fly-boat, faying unto him, it 
'as a place more fit for him than that from whench hei 
fame: hut Mafler Doughty, although hO craved to 
focak with the General, could not be permitted, neither 
would he hear him.” Soon after this, the fly. boat here 
mentioned, (called thb Swan), was feparated from them 
by a violent ftorm, in all whofe abfcnce, fays our an¬ 
ther, the General never ceafed to inveigh, againfl: Maf- 
ter Doughty, terming him a conjurer and a witch; and, 
at any time when Ave had tbul weather, he would fay 
that Tom. Doughty was theoccaflon thereof; and that 
it came out of Tom. Doughty’s capeafe, and w^otild 
avouch the fame wnth oaths. ” 

After the ftorm above-mentioned, they fleered near 
the land to the fbuthward; and on the 14th anchored 
under a cape, which they afterwards called Cape Joy, 
becaufe in two days the ycflel .rhat was miffing returned 
to.thcm. Here they refrelhcd their weary crews, and 
took in frclh water; but, finding the country, though 
pleafant without inhabitants, they weighed anchor, 
and, by running a little farther to the fouthward, found 
a fmali harbour between a rock and the main, w'hcre 
the rock breaking the force of the lea, the fhips rode at 
anchor with the greatefl: fecurity. On this rock they 
killed fcivcral Teals, keeping them for food, and found 
them wholcfomc, though not palatable. 

Their next courfe W'as dirceffed to the great river of 
Plate, in 36 deg. of fouth latitude; but, not finding 
anchorage in that river, they failed in qucfl of a more 
convenient harbour, when they were furprized by a 
Aidden fiorm, in which they'again loll light of the fly¬ 
boat. This accident determined Drake to contrad the 
number of hislliips, thnt he might not only avoid the 
inconvenience of fuch frequent fepamtions, but cafe the 
labour of his men, by having more hands in each vef- 
■ fel. For this purpofc he failed along the coall; and on 
May the i3thdifcovered a bay, which, though it pro- 
mifed fair, he durfl not enter before it was examined: 
he. therefore, ordered his boat to be hoilled out, and, 
taking the line into his owm hand, w ent on founding the 
paffagctill he was three leagues from his Ihip, when on 
afudden the weathci’changed, the Ikies blackened, the 
wind rofe, and all the ufual forerunners of a llorm be¬ 
gan to threaten them. Nothing was now thought of 
but the means of returning to the lliip; but the thick- 
nefs of the fog intercepting it from their fight, made 
the attempt almod impradticable. In this perplexity, 
which Drake was not more fenfible of than thofe whom 
he had left fn the fhips, nothing was to be omitted, 
however dangerous, that might tend to extricate them 
from it. C^aptain Thomas, therefore, having the lighted 
vcird, decred boldly into the bay, and, taking the Ad- 
»ural on board, dropt anchor,, and lay out of danger; 
hue the red that were in the open fea fuflered much 
from the temped, and the Mary (the Pottugueze prize) 
jv’asdriven before the wdnd. The others, as foon as the 
tended was over, difcoverlng by the fires that were 

on Ihore where Drake was, repaired to him. 

Here they met wnth no inhabitants, though there 
Jjvcre feveral wigw'ams or huts danding, in which they 
ound fome dried fowls, and among them odriches, of 
Th r u- ^ large as thofe of a flieep. 

h *^<^0 unweildy to rife from the ground; 

0 With the help of their wings, or rather dumps, they 
n 0 rwiftly, that the Englilli could never come near 

enouga tolhoocanyof them. 

^•*’^ding this harbour convenient, or well dored 
" u ’^'oter, Ihey left it on the' 15th of May, 

more 

fenr \\r Hch they no fooner arrived at. than Drake 

werp Ibuthw'ard in fcarch of thofe fliips that 

the immediately after failed himfelf to 

condiXd'S^^* happily meeting with the Swan, 
purfuan fleet; after wlfich, in 

broke refolution, he ordered her to 

fiipolv P^eferving the iron work for a future 

No!* 46 'vhich was feparated in the 


ate dorm, could not be difeovefed. While they wefe* 
thu.s employed upon an illand about a! mile from the 
main land, id which, at low water there w^as a pallage on 
oot, they were difeovered by the natives, who appeared 
Upon s hill at a didance, dancing,- and holding up their 
lands, as beckoning to the Englifli to come to them, 
which Drake dbferving, fent out a boat with kni^^cs, 
bells, and btiglcs, and fuch things as by their ulefulnefs 
01 novelty he imagined would be agreeable; As foon 
as the Englifli landed, they obferved two men runnin«r 
towards them as deputed by the company, who came 
Within a little didance, and then danding dill; cobld 
not be prevailed upon to come nearer. The Ehglifh, 
therefore, tied their prefents to a pole, which they fixed 
in the ground, and then retiring, faw the Indians ^id- 
yance, who raking what they found upon the pole, left 
in return fuch fecit hers as they wore upon dicir hcad^, 
w'ith a fmall bone about fix inches in length, carved 
round the top and burnilhed. Drake obferving their 
inclination ro Iricndlhip and traffic, advanced w'ithfome 
of his company towards the hill, upon fight of whorti 
the Indians ranged themfclvcs in a line from cad to 
wed, and one of them running from One end of the 
rank to tlie other, backwards and forwards, bow'ed him- 
fclf towards the riling and fetting of the fun, holding 
his hands over his head, and, frequently dopping in the 
middle of the rank, leaped up towards the moon, w'hich 
then Ihone (1ire<ftly over their heads; thus calling the 
fun and moon, the deities they vvorfhip, to w iineTs- tO 
the fincerity of their profeffions of peace and fnend- 
diip. While this ceremony was performing, Drake and 
his company afeended the'hill, to the apparent terror 
ol the I nJians, w hofe apprehenfions when the Englidi 
perceived, they peaceably retired, whiclvgave the na¬ 
tives foniuch encouragement, that they Came forward ‘ 
immediately, and exchanged their arrows, feathers, and 
bones, for fuch trifles as wore offered them. Thus they 
traded for fome time; but by frequent intcrcourfe, find¬ 
ing that no violence was intended, they became fa'nif- 
liar, and mingled with the Englifli without the leaff 
diflrufl. They go quite naked, except the flein of fome' 
animals, which they throw over their fhoulders when 
they walk or lie in the open air. They roll up their 
hair, which is very long, w ith a plume of oftrich’s fea¬ 
thers. and ufually flick their arrows in it, that they may 
not encumber them, they being made with reeds headed 
with flint, and therefore not heavy. Their bows are 
about an cll long. Their chief ornament is paint, 
which they ufe of fevcral kinds, delineating generally 
upon their bodies the figures of the fun and moon in- 
honour of their deities. 

It is obfcrvablc, that ihc inhabitants of moft nations 
amongfl whom the ufe of cloaths is unknown, painf 
their bodies. Such was the praiflicc of the inhabit¬ 
ants of our own country.' To this cuflom did our ear- 
liefl enemies, the Piifls, owt their denomination As it 
is not probable that caprice or fancy fliouldbe uniform, 
there muft be doubtlcfs fome rcalbn for a pratfice fo 
general, and prevailing in diftant parts of the world 
which have no communication with each other. The 
original end of painting their bodies was probably to 
exclude the cold; an end, which, if we believe fome 
relations, is fo ctre< 5 lually produced by it, that the men 
thus painted never fliiverat the moft piercing blafls: 
but, doubtlefs, any people fa haidencd by continual fc- 
veritics, would, even without paint, be lefs fenfible of 
the cold than the civilized inhabitants of the fame cli¬ 
mate. However, this practice may contribute in fome 
degree to defend them from the injuries of winter, and, 
in thofe climates where little c\aporates by the pores, 
may be ufed with no great inconvenience: but in hot 
countries, where perfpiration in a greiuer degree is ne- 
cellar)', the natives only ufe iinclion to prclerve them 
from the other extreme of weather, or more probably, 
from the inconvenience of the flies, w hich, w'cre it not 
for that or fome iiich defence, would be intolerable. 

Thcfe favages had no canoe.s, like the other Indians, 
nor any method of croifingthe W'ater; which was pro¬ 
bably the rcafon w'hy the birds in the adjacent iflands 
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wcrcfo tame that they might be taken with the hand, 
having never been before frighted or molefted. The 
birds here fpoken of are, without doubt, the penguins 
of which fo ample a defeription is given in the Voyages 
of Byron and Wallis. The great plenty of thefe fowls, 
and ot the feals that were found every-where on the 
fliores of this coaft, contributed much to the refrelh- 
iTient of the Englifli, who named the bay where they 
then lay, Seal-bay, from the number they there killed ot 
thofe animals. 

Thefe feals feem to be the chief food of the natives; 
for the Englifli often found raw pieces of their flefli 
half eaten, and left, as they fuppofed, after a full meal, 
by the favages, w'hom they never knew to make life of 
jflre, or any art in drefTing or preparing their vidluals. 
J^or w^ere their other cuftoms lefs wild or uncouth than 
their way of feeding. One of them, having received a 
cap off the General's head, and being extremely pleafed 
as well with the honour as the gift, to exprefs his gra¬ 
titude, retired to a little diflancc, and thrufting an ar¬ 
row into his leg, let the blood run upon the ground, tef- 
tifying, as it is probable, that he was ready to llicd his 
blood in his defence. 

When thcSw'an rty-boat was feparated from the fleet 
in the ftorm ofl' the coaft of Brazil, the crew, defpair- 
ing of ever being able to rejoin it, began to be in fear 
for proviftons. They were on a defart coaft, had no 
place of rendezvous, and were ignorant even of their 
place of deftination. In this untoward fituation a 
difpute arofe among the officers, of which the author of 
the manufeript before cited,gives the following relation: 
—He had already taken notice that Mafter Thomas 
Doughty had been fent on board this vcfTel as a kind of 
puniftiment, and in truth fo it proved; for the mafter of 
the veflcl, who feems alfo to have been the purfer, 
knowing upon what terms he flood with Drake, took 
every occaflon to infult, or, as our author’s phrafe is, to 
diferedit him; for thofe were always ranked among 
Drake’s friends who were enemies to Mafter Doughty. 
** This man, forefeeingthat provifions might run fliort, 
put himfelf from the mefs of Mafter Doughty, Cap¬ 
tain Chefter, and the reft of the gentlemen, and did fet 
himfelf amongft the failors, nothing at all fparing, but 
rather augmenting his own diet; but how fcantily thofe 
gentlemen did fare, there be fome come home, that, ex¬ 
cept they will deny their own w'ords, can make relation 
thereof. 

Mafter Doughty, with Mafter Chefter, whom the 
General had made Captain of the fly-boat, found them- 
felves fo ill ufed, that Mafter Doughty accofted his 
friend one day in thefe words: I marvel, Mafter Chef¬ 
ter, that you will take it at his hands to be thus ured,con- 
ftdering that you w ere here authorized by the General to 
be our Commander. And,at the fame time,hefpoketo 
theMafter, and told him, that he ufed fo much partiality 
in the diftribution of his proviftons, that the fame could 
not be borne, confidcring the extremity they were like 
to fall into for want of viduals; and that it w'as againft 
rcafonthat he and his meflmates fhould be fo plentifully 
fed, while others were at the point to ftarve. I he 
Mafter hereat putting himfelf in a rage, fwore that fuch 
ralcals as he was, Ihould be glad to eat the fhoals (hulks) 
when he would have them. Mafter Doughty anfwered 
him again, that reafon would w'ill that he fliould be 
wi'cd as well as other men, confidering his advantages. 
Thou any advantage here! replied the Mafter, I would 
not give a point for thee nor thy advantages; and if ever 
thou conieft home to enjoy any advantages, I •will be 
truflTcd up. Then in multiplying words, and as I heard 
a blow' «r two pafling between them, the Mafter, in 
the fpleen of his heart, looking at him w'ith an evil 
eye, 'I houl will thou have vidtuals! thou flialt be glad, 
if V C do not meet with the General, the rather to cat 
that falls from my tail on the anchor-fluke cre thou 
getteft home again. Then Mafter Doughty, turning 
to Mailer Chelter, faid unto him, Mafter Chefter, let 
us not be thus ufed at this knave’s hands. Lofe nothing 
ot that authority that the General committed unto you. 
if you will, WT will put the fword into your hands again, 
and .you dhall have the government This cafe I will 


I aver to be true, for there were two or thr 
fworn to thefe articles, as fomc of the fne^^ 

■ that he had to lofc his head for.” ^ ^ 3 % 

It was not many days after this quarrel h r 
Swan fell in again with the fleet; when Drak^ 
been faid, caufed her to be hauled on fliore ^ ^ 
and burnt; or, as others fay, broke up anrl 
into fire-wood for theufeof the fleet. 

Mr. Doughty, being here delivered from theflv k 
was again reftored to the Pelican, where th 
with whom he had the difpute appears to l/ 
ferred a complaint againft him, and with fuch alf 
tionsashe thought proper to add; all which 
vourably heard, and credit given to the whole 
by the General, who wanted only a pretence C? 
revere in his fevcrity to the man who. beinv onrik 
favourite, was now become the objed): of his moft ™ 
teratc hatred. Doughty, provoked, no doubt bv"Ih’ 
mifreprefentations of the mafter, and the partialitv^lrk 
whichthey were heard, gave the General feme ODDm 
brious language, adding, «Ir®' 


brious language, adding, «^hat the lighteft w-ord Z 
came out ot his (Doughty’s) mouth was to be believed 
as foon as the General’s oath. Whereupon the General 
did not only ftrike him, but commanded him to be 
bound to the maft; for the accompliamieor of which 
the mafter of the fly-boat took no little pains. This 
happened as the two fliips (the Pelican and the Canter) 
lay together; and as foon as Doughty was releafed he 
was put into the Canter, although greatly againft'hh 
will, for that he faid he knew them to be there that 
fought his life, as namely the mafter of the fly-boat 
and fomc other defperate and unhoneft people; but 
would he or no, thither he muft, or elfe the General 
fvvorc he v;ould lift him out with the tackle, and for 
that purpofe commanded thetatkle to beloofcd. Thus 
aboard the Canter he went, and his brother John 
Doughty with him.” The Canter was a vclTel taken 
from the Spaniards on the coaft of Africa. 

While they lay in this harbour, there is one remark¬ 
able incident related by this author that deferves parti- 
cular notice, as it tends to illuftratc the previous fteps 
that were purfued to accomplifti the ruin of this unfor¬ 
tunate gentleman. 

** On board the fly-boar, fays he, was one Thomas 
Cuttle, who fome time had been Captain of the Pelican 
under Drake, with whom the General had been tam¬ 
pering. This man came out from him in great wrath, 
and offering to go over to the main, between the which, 
and the ifland where they then lay, was (as has been 
faid) but a fliallow water. He, ftanding well nigh up 
to the middle in the water with his piece, ultcred thefe 
words. Well, my Mafters, quoth he, I find I am hea¬ 
vily borne w ith here, bccaufc I will not accufe this 
gentleman (meaning Doughty) of that, as I take 
God to witnefs, I know not by him; and, there¬ 
fore, I declare before you all, that, whatfoever be¬ 
comes of me, I never knew' any thing by him but robe 
the General’s friend ; and, rather than 1 will bide this 
hard countenance at the General’s hands, I will yield 
myfclf into cannibals hands; andfo I pray youaJl to 
pray for me.” 

Alter this public declaration the man departed; 
and, having reached the oppoftte Ihore, he went up 
into the country, where firing his piece to bring the na¬ 
tives to him, Drake taking it for a lignal that he wanted 
to return, fent a boat over to the main, and brought him 
back. " 

Juft before their departure from this harbour, whkh 
lay in a bay a little to the fouthward of Cape HofK, 

“ Captain Drake himfelf came on jjoard the Elizabeth, 
and calling all the company together, told them, 
he was to fend thither a couple of men, the which he 
did not know' how' to carry along w'ith him this vo^^/ 
and go through therewithal, as namely, quoth he, Tho¬ 
mas Doughty, who is a commotioncr and a ftditious ici- 
low, and a very bad and lewd fellow, and one chat 
have made that reckoning of as of my left hand; aiw 
his brother the young Doughty, a w'icch, apoifoner,an 
fuch a one as the world cannot Judge of, having 
knowledge from the devil; and fo warning dm com- 

































To the SOUTH SEA 


and Round the w o r l d. 


that none fhould fpcak to them, nor ufe any con¬ 
ference with them; if they did, he would hold them as 
his enemies, and enemies to the voyage. And he 
v'illed that great carefliould be taken that they Hiould 
neither write nor read; and that he declared what 
wealth the worft boy in the fleet fliould get by this voy- 
atre and how the word boy fliould never need to go 
aaain to fca, but fliould be able to live in England with 
alright good gentleman; for, quoth he, you fliall fee 
that we will have gold come as plentiful as wood into 
the fliips- Having finifhed his fpeech, he departed, 
andlhortly after fent the faid Thomas Doughty and 
his brother aboard the Elizabeth, commanding them, 
as they would anfwer it with their lives, not to fet pen 
to paper, nor yet to read but what every man might un¬ 
derhand and fee. And fure, adds our author, their en¬ 
tertainment there was accordingly; for men durfl: not 
fpcak to them, although willingly perhaps they would; 
and as their fare was with the fimplefl: in the fliip, fo 
was their lodging. But he, Thomas Doughty, having 
agreed with the boatfwain of the fliip for a cabin which 
flood, God knows, in an uncomfortable room, yet niufl: 
he pay 31. for the fame in England. But what came 
of this to the poor fellow! he was fain for his friendly 
ufing him to lofe his oflice, and continue in heavy dif- 
plealure.” 

Having Raid fifteen days in the harbour, during which 
time they continued their friendly intercourfc with the 
favages, on June the 3d they fet fail towards the South 
Sea, and fix days afterwards flopt at a little bay to break 
up the Chriflopher, which from the fnriallnefs of its 
Ike was found incapable of living in thofe boiflerous 
fcas, of which, before they entered them, they had con 
ccived no adequate idea. Then pafling on, they found 
it neceflary to call anchor in another bay, with a view 
ro recover the Portuguefe prize, which was feparated 
from thern in the Rorm of the 271!! of April, and had 
not yet rejoined them. To return in fcarch of it was 
fuflicicntly mortifying; to proceed without it, was not 
only to deprive thcmfelvcs of a confiderable part of 
their force, but to expofe their friends and companions, 
who had voluntarily embarked on board her, to certain 
death or certain captivity. This confideration pre¬ 
vailed; and. therefore, on the i8th, after prayers to 
God, with vvhich Drake (for example’s fake) never for- 
^t to begin an enterprize, he put to fea, and the next 
day near Port Julian difcovered their aflociates, whole 
leaky, having fuft'ered much in the 
• u ^''Hch they were feparated, and afterwards 

in the fruitlcfs attempts to regain the fleet. Drake, 
therefore, being defirous to relieve their fatigues, en¬ 
tered Port Julian. They no fooncr landed than they 
were accofled by two of the natives, of whom Ma¬ 
ge Ian left a very terrible account, having deferibed 
cm as a nation of giants and monRers: nor did they 
entirely without foundation; for the 
was larger and taller than the 
Fn^rn ^ company. The two who accoRed the 

j rnuch pleafed with their new gueRs, 

i*YaAi^ whatever was given them, and very 

1 that paired, feeming more 

themaRer- 

pner, fliootan Englifli arrow. They Ihot themfelves 

ilip rr ^ ^i^iulation, but their arrows always fell to 
ground far fnort of his. 

obfervil ^ friendly contcR came another, who, 
familiarity of his countrymen with the 
Ij^ngcrs, appeared much di^^^^^ and, as the Eng- 
fuch an endeavoured to perfuade them from 

'''as foon effecR his arguments had 

Panion<5 another of Drake’s com 

cimen nV Ihew the third Indian a fpe- 

likcwife rn valour and dexterity, attempted 

^oitc but drawing it with his full 

'' 5 ioUreuiiarn^-'''^r”^L which, the Indians, 
gininff .Sj^^tnted with their other weapons, ima- 
wallcinrr followed the company as they 

fly fkpj ^ negligently down towards their boat, and 

arrows, aiming particularly at Winter, who 


fn !h^ Ue, finding himfclfwoundeJ 

f rn- endeavoured. to refit his boiv; and. 

was pierced wjth a fecond arrow in the 
nii>f-<- gunner, immediately prefented his 

piece at the infidious aflailants, which failing to take 

'^‘ght of arrows. 

eLn^H^r^*^ nor,perhaps, had any of them 

leaped, furprized and perplexed as they were, had not 
^lakc animated their courage, and direded their mo- 

Xt'e”! "’i"§ P^'Tetually changing their 

places, to elude as much as might be the aim (J their 
eneniies, and to defend their bodies with their targets• 
and inftruaing them by his own example to pick up 
and break the arrows as they fell, which they did with 
lo rnuch diligence that the Indians were foon in danger 
of being dif^med. Then Drake himfelf taking fhe 
gun, which Oliver had fo unfuccefsfully attempted to 
make ufe of, difcharged it at the Indian that firft be¬ 
gan the fray and had killed the gunner, aiming it fo 
happily that the hail-fhot, with which it was loaded 
tore open his belly, and forced him to fuch terrible 
outcries, that the Indians, though their numbers in- 
creafed, and many of them llicwed themfelves from dif- 
ferent parts of an adjoining wood, w’ere too much ter- 
rihed to renew the alfault; and fuffered Drake without 
molefiation to withdraw his wounded friend, who, be¬ 
ing hurt in his lungs, lahguifhed two days, and then dy¬ 
ing, was interred with his companion with the ufual 
ceremony of a military funeral. 

They Raid here two months after this quarrel with¬ 
out receiving any other injuries from the natives, in 
which time they difcovered the gibbet on which Ma 
gellan had formerly executed fome of his mutiiv)us 
company, and where «Drake, according to the wri- 
tersof the Biographia Britannica, did the IcaR com¬ 
mendable adion of his life, in executing Mr. John 
Doughty, a man next in authority to himfelf; in which 
however, he preferved a great appearance of juRice ” * 
To clear this matter fully, it will be neceflary to brino- 
togetherthefubRanceof what thefe authors have faid 
on the fubjed, and then to add the plain relation from 
the manufeript already quoted. 

‘ Here it was (at Port St. Julian), fay thefe writers, 
that on a fudden, having carried the principal perfons 
engaged in the fcrvice to a defart ifland lying in the bay 
he called a kind of council of war, or rather court mar¬ 
tial, where he expolcd his commiflion, by which the 
Queen granted him the power of life and death, which 
was delivered him with this remarkable cxpre/Tion from 
her owm mouth; « We do account, that he, Drake who 
Rrikes at thee, does Rrike at us.” He then laid open 
with great eloquence, (for, though his education w’as 
but indifferent, he had a wonderful powder of fpeech) 
the caufe of this affembly. He proceeded next to 
charge Mr. John Doughty, « who had been fecond in 
command, during the whole voyage,” when Drake 
wasprefent, and firR in his abfence, with plotting the 
deRrucRion of the undertaking, and the murder of his. 
perfon. He faid he had the firR notice of this gentle¬ 
man’s bad intentions before he left England; but that 
he was in hopes his behaviour towards him, would have 
extinguiffied fuch difpofition, if there had been any 
truth in the information. He then appealed for his be¬ 
haviour to the whole alTembly, and to the gentleman 
accufed. He next expofed his pradiccs from the time 
that he left England, while he lived tow^ards him with 
all the kindncfs and cordiality of a brother; which 
charge he fupported by producing papers under his 
own hand, to which Mr. Doughty added a full and 
free confeflion. After this, the Captain, or, as in the 
language of thofe times he is called, the General, quitted 
the place, telling the afTembJy he expeifled that they 
fliould pafs a verdid upon him, for he would be no 
judge in his own caufe. Camden, as the reader will 
fee, fays, that he tried him by a jury; but, other ac¬ 
counts affirm, that the whole forty perfons of which the 
court was compofed, had judged him to death and 
gave this in writing under their hands and feals, leaving 
the time and manner of it to the General. Mr. Doughty 

himfelf 
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himfelf faid, that he defired rather to die by the hands 
of juft ice than to be his own executioner. Upon this, 
Captain E>rake having maturely weighed the whole 
matter, prefented three points to Mr. I)oughty's choice: 
firlV, to be executed upon the ifland where they were; 
next, to be fet on fhore on the main land; or, laftly, to 
be fent home to abide the jufticc of his country. He 
deftred he might have till the next day to conlider of 
thefc, which was allowed him, and then, giving his 
rcafons for rejecting the two laft, he declared that he 
made the firft his choice; and, having received the fli- 
crament with the General, from the hands of Mr. 
Francis Fletcher, Chaplain to the fleet, and made a full 
confeflion, his head w'ascutoff with an axe by the Pro- 
voft-Marflial, July the ad, 1578. 

‘ As to the imputation which this matter brought 
upon Drake, wt will firft cite w hat Camden fliys of mis 
tranfaeftion: “On the 26th of April, entering into the 
mouth of the river of Plate, he faw an infinite number 
of fca-calves; from thence failing into the haven of 
•St. Julian he found a gibbet, fet up, as it was thought, by 
Magellan for the punifliment of certain mutineers. In 
this very place John Doughty, an induftrious and ftout 
man, and the next unto Drake, was called to his trial 
for raifinga mutiny in the fleet, found guilty by twelve 
men after the Englifli manner, and condemned to death, 
which he fuftered undauntedly, being beheaded, hav¬ 
ing firft received the holy communion with Drake. 
Knd, indeed, the moft impartial perforis in the fleet 
were of opinion, that he had acted fcditioufly, and that 
Drake cut him off as an emulator of his gloiy, and one 
that regarded not fo much who he himfelf excelled in 
commendation for fea matters, as who he thought might 
equal him ; yet wanted there not fome who, pretending 
to underftand things better than others, gave out that 
Drake had in charge fi om Lciceftcr to take off Doughty 
upon anv pretence whatever, bccaufc he had reported 
that the Earl of ElTex was made away by the cunning 
pradlices of that Earl.'” 

* We find this matter, add the writers juft cited, 
touched in feveral other books, and particularly in two, 
which were written on purpofc to expofe the Earl of 
Leicefter, and, perhaps, deferving the lefs credit for that 
reafon. 

‘ It may be offered in defence of Sir Francis Drake, 
that this man was openly put to death, after as fair a 
trialas thccircumftances of time and place would per¬ 
mit; that he fubmitted patiently to his fentcnce, and 
received the facrament with Drake, whom he embraced 
immediately before his execution. Befides thefc, there 
are tw'O points that deferve particular confideration: 
firft, that, in fuch expeditions, ftricl difeipline, and legal 
feverity, are often abfoluicly neceflary; fecondly, that, 
as to the Earl of Eflex, for whofe death Doughty had 
exprefled concern, he w as Drake’s firft patron, and it is, 
therefore, very improbable he Ihould deftroy a man for 
endeavouring to detedt his murderer. We may add to 
all this, if liberty may be indulged to conjeeftures, that 
this man, prefuming upon the Earl of Leicefter’s fa¬ 
vour (who very probably impofed h*im upon Drake to 
be rid of him), was from thence encouraged to form de- 
fignsagainft Drake; and this might alfo be the reafon 
which hindered him from inclining to an abfolute par¬ 
don, as doubting whether it was poflible to truft one 
who had fo far abufed hrs confidence already, and whofe 
known intereft w’ith fo great a man might always enable 
him to find inftruments, in cafe he was wicked enough 
to enter upon frefti intrigues.* 

We fliall juft remark upon what is above quoted, 
that the authors do not feem to have been well informed; 
for they have all along imputed to John Doughty what 
related to his brother Thomas; and, if credit may be 
given to the author of the manufeript (John Cook by 
name), this unfortunate Thomas fell a facrifice to 
Drake’s refentment. “ On this ifland in Port St. Ju¬ 
lian, fays he, pafled many matters, which, I think, God 
would not have to be concealed, efpccially for that they 
tended to murder; for he (Drake) fpewed out againft 
Thomas Doughty his venom. Here he ended all his 


conceived hatred, not by courtefy and friendP^ 
cilement, but by moft tyrannical blood-fnjjijjv ^ 
was never quiet while he lived, who in wlfdom ’ 
neft government as far furpalfed him, as he i ^ 

furpalfed all men. The world never committed 
like unto this; for here he murdered him 
had well looked unto himfelf, had been a more f ' 
ftedfatt friend unto him than ever was Pyrhio 
friend Damon, as I think thelcquel of this 
ftiew. ' ' 

" The LtA day of June, xhe General himfelf. bci„<, 
fet in a place of judgment, and having the wholccaZ 
pany brought on ihorc, and having Captain Jot 
Thomas fet clofc by him, who opened a bundleTf 
papers that were rolled up together, wherein was writ 
ten divers and fundry arridcs, the w hich> before ih 
were read, the General fpoke unto the purportof them 
and turning himfelf to Thomas Doughty, who 
there prefent, being before brought thither more likea 
thief than a gentleman of 'honeft converfation, he be* 
gan his charge thus: Thomas Doughty, you have here 
fought by divers means, in as much as you may, lo 
diferedit me, to the great hinderaiicc and overthrow of 
this voyage; befides other great matters with which I 
have to charge you, thc:which, if you can clear your- 
fclfof, you and I (hall be very good friends; whcrcofif 
you cannot, you have deferved death. Mafter Doughty 
anfwercd, It fttould nev.o' be approved that he had 
merited ill by unclertaking any villainy towards him. 
By whom, quoth the Genci*al, will you be tried? Why, 
good General, faid he, let me live to come unto my 
country, and I will there be tried bylier Majefty's laws. 
Nay, Thomas Doughty, faid he, I will here impanncli 
jury on you to enquire into thofe matters that I have to 
charge you withal. Why,General, replied Doughty,! 
hope you will fee your Commiflion be good. I'li war¬ 
rant you, anfwcred the General^ my CoiomlfTicn i..;:jod 
enough. I pray you then let us fco it. faic yuiilcr 
Doughty; it is neceflary that, it fhould be here OiewiL 
Well, quoth he, you fhall not fee it. Then, addreflin^ 
himfelf to the company, You fee, my Mafters, how this 
fellow' is full of prating, bind me his arms, for I wll be 
fafe.of my life. My Mafters, you that be my go(d 

friends, 'Thomas Good, Gregory-, you there, my 

friends, bind him; fo they took and bound his arms 
behind him. Then he uttered divers furious words 
unto Thomas Doughty, as charging him to foe the man 
that poifoned my Lord of ElTex* whereas Mailer 
Doughty avouched it to his face, that he was the man 
that brought the General firjft to the prefence of my 
Lord in England. Thou bring ME, quoth the General, 
to my Lord! See, my Mafters, fee here how he goetn 
about to diferedit me. This fellow with my Lord was 
never of any eftimation. I think he never came about 
him as a gcntlernan; for I that was, daily with my Lora 
never faw him there above once, and that was long after 
my entertainment with my Lord. ^ 

“ Then, in fine, was there a jury called, 

Mafter John Winter was foreman. Then by 
Thomas were the articles read unto them, 
over for a laft farcwel, for fear, that men Ihould a 
carried them away by memory; all which ^ 

confift of words of unkihdners, and to proceed or 
choler when the prifoner was provoked, ml w 
Doughty did not greatly deny; until at length^ 
one Edward Bright, whofe honefty of life I 
thing to do with, w ho faid. Nay,. Thomas Doug 
have other matter for you yet, that will a j 

touch you. It will i' faith bite you to the 
pray thee, Ned Bright, fiiid the prifoner, char^ , 
nothing but truth, and fparc me not. d 
Thoma.s read furtherfor his laft article to conc» 
w'hole withal, That 7 *homas Doughty Ihou • 
Edward Bright, in Mafter Drake’s garden, 
Queen’s Majcfty and Council would be eornrp" • 
Bright holding up his fingers, faid, ^ rjLcrhtv, 

gare, iirrahl Why, Ned Bright, faid Mafter . 
what fliould induce thee thus to bclye me. tno 
that fuch familiarity wa.s never between the ^ 
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i^icmay be, that I have faid, if we brought home gold, 
^ (liould be the better welcome; but yet this is more 
than I do renicmben Then it came out, on farther 
evidence, that Mafter Doughty fliould fay, that my 
Lord Treafurer had a plot of the prefent voyage. No, 
that he hath not, quoth General Drake. The other 
replied, that he had, and had it of him. See, my Maf- 
ters, faid Drake, what this fellow hath done. God 
will’havehis treachery all known; for her MajcRy gave 
nie fpecial commandment, that of all men my -Lord 
Trcafnrer fhould not know it; but you fee lus owri 
mouth hath bewrayed him: fo this was a fpecial article 
againft him to hurt his throat, and greatly he feemed to 
^oice at this advantage. 

Then Mafter Doughty ofiered him, if he would 
permit him to live, and to anfwcr thefe objedions in 
En<dand, he would fet his hand to vvhatfo \vas there 
written, or to any thing elfc that he would fet doVn. 
Well, once let thefe men, quoth the General, firll find 
whether you arc guilty in this or no, and thcji wc w ill 
talk further of the matter. And then he delivered 
(after they had all taken their oaths given by John 
Thomas) the bills of indidlment, as I may term them, 
unto Mr. John Winter, w ho was foreman of this inquelt. 
Then Mailer Leonard Vicary, a very allure d friend of 
Mailer Thomas Doughty’s, faid unto him. General, 
this is not Iaw% nor agreeable to jullicc, that you offer. 

1 have not to do with you crafty lawyers, neither do I 
earefor thelaw; but I know what I w'ill do. Why, 
quoth Mailer Vicary, who was one of his jury, I know 
not how we may anfwcr his life. Well, Mailer Vi¬ 
cary, quoth he, you lliall not have to do with his life; 
let me alone with that; you are but to find whether 
he be guilty in thefe articles that here are objecled 
againll nim, or no. Why, very well, faid Mafter Vi¬ 
cary, then there is, I trull, no matter of death. No, 
no, Mailer Vicary, quoth hc; fo with this the jury went 
together, finding all to be true, without any doubt or 
flop made, but only to that article chat Edward Bright 
hadobjeded againll him; for it was doubted of fonic 
whether Bright were fufficient with his only w'ord to 
call away the life of a man. And truly it did argue 
foiall honclly in a man to conceal fuch a matter if it 
had been Ipoken in England, and to utter it in this 
place where wjll was law, and reafon put in exile; for, 
an honclt fubjedl would not have concealed fuch mat¬ 
ter, which made fome doubt of an honefl dealing. But, 
to be brief, anfwer was made, that Bright was a very 
honefl; man; and fo the verdidt being given in, it was 
told to the General, that there was doubt made of 
Uright’s hpnefty. Why. quoth Mailer Drake, 1 dare 
to uyear that what Ned Bright has faid is very true (yet 
vithma fortnight after, the fame Bright w'^s in fuch 
amiking with him, as he feemed to doubt his life; and 
havingdifplaced him of the Pelican, and put him into 
the Marigold, he gave for reafon, that himfelf w ould 
c a e, and he would put him far enough from him). 

1 hus having received in the verdidl, hc rofe off the 

2 .nd departed tow-ards the vvater-fide, w'hcre, 
him, except Mailer Tho- 
faink and his brother, he there opened a cer- 

f of ietters and bills, and, looking on them, 

ern.»r; * ^ ^ left in my cabin that 1 fhould 
Cnm there forgotten his 

ornnT whether he forgot his Com million 

llipwin forgot himfelf, to fit as Judge without 

to A J^^oly, I think he Ihewed 

firll 1 ^0 lliewed forth, 

that w'ere written, as he faid, by Mailer 

feconHlo 1 ° Effex for his entertainment; 

Eflev letters of thanks from my Lord of 

fervitor for preferring lb good a 

^im- much he had pleafured 

Eflex letters that pall from my Lord of 

Nation, th Walfingham in his greatcommen- 

^ntoLSf’' MTificr Hatton's 

Mn acceptance of his men 

this 3 tjd John Brewer, for their well ufage in 

^o.\f ’ Mly, he read a bill of herMajetly’s 


adventure of a choufand crowms (but J moll inarvellcd 
t iatio many noblcnien'and gentlemen did leave their 
letters in his hands, except it were to Ihcw^ in this place 
lor his credit). So when hc had all done, lie lUid, Now% 
my Mailers,you may fee whether this fellow hath fought 
iy 1 credit or no; and wdiat fliould hereby be meant 
put the very overthrow’ of the voyage; as, firlt, bv tak¬ 
ing away of my good name, and altogether dilbrcditing 
ine, and Chen my life, which 1 being bereaved of, what 
then w ill you do.> ^ou will fain one to drink another's 
o.ood, and fo to return again unto your own countrv’t 
you will never be able to find the way thither. And 
now, my Mailers, confi Jer what a great voyage w^e are 
like to make, the like W'as never made out of England; 
for by the lame the wqrfl in this fleet lhall become a 
gentlcmaii; and, if this voyage go not forward, which 
1 cannot fee how poflibly it fliould, if this man live, 
wh.it a repro.ach it will be, not only unto our country, 
nut elpecially Unto us, the very limpicll here may con- 
luerot. Iherefore, my Mailers, they that think this 
man worthy to die, let them w’ich me hold up their/ 
hands; and, they that think him not worthy to die, 
hDid down their hands; at the which, divers that en¬ 
vied his former felicity, held up their han-Js; fome 
othens, again, lor fear of his favourirry, flicked not to 
lift their hands, although againfl the*, hearts; butfome> 
again, lifted up their hands and very hearts unto the 
Lord, to deliver us of this tyrannous and cruel tyrant; 
who upon the fame, coming to his former judgment- 
feat pronounced him the child of death, and per- 
fuaded hmi withal, rhathc would by this means make 
him the fervantof God: and faid farther, if any man 
could, hei'.vecn this and next meeting, devife any w'ay 
’his life, he would ii/nrit; and wiflicd 

w -1 V> fafeguard. 

Well, General, quoth hc, feeing it is com? to this pafs, 

* that I fee you would have me made aw'ay,” I pray you 
carry me with you to Peru, and there fet me aflioic. 
No, truly. Mailer Doughty, I cannot anfwer it to her 
Majefly, if I fliould fo dp; but, how fay you, Thomas 
Doughty, if any man wnll warrant me to be fafe from 
your hands, and will undertake to keep you furc, you 
lhall fee what I will fay unto you. Mailer Doughry 
then calling on Mafler Winter, faid unto him, Mal- 
ter VV inter, will you be fo good as to undertake this for 
me? Then Mafler Winter laid unto Mailer Drake, that 
he fliould be lafe of his perfon, and he w’ould warrant 
him, if he did commit him to his cuflody. Then 
Drake, a little paufing, faid. Sec then, my Mailers, w^c 
mull tlius do; we mull nail him dole under the hatches, 
and return home again without making any voyage, and 
if you will do fo, then fpcak your minds. Then a 
conipany of defper^tc bankrupts that could not live in 
their own country without the fpoil of that as others 
had got by the fwcat of their brows, cried, God forbid, 
good General! which voice was no Icfs attentively 
heard, for there needed no fpur to a willino- horfe. 
Thus, telling Mafler Doughty to prepare for hfs death] 
and haying given him one whole day's refpite to fet all 
things in order, hc rofe and departed, promifing that his 
continual prayers to God fliould not ceafe, that it would 
pleafe God to put it into his head how he might do him 
good: but hc had fo often before fworn that hc would 
hang him, that 1 think at this prefent he meant to do 
him little good. Thus Mafler Doughty continuino- all 
this night, the next day, and the fccond night in'^his 
prayers, except fome fmall time chat hc ufed in fetting 
his worldly bulinefs in fome way, and diftributing to 
Inch as he thought good, fuch things as he then had 
with him, was the 2dKlay of July commanded him to 
prepare himfelf* and to make ready to die. Thco 
Mailer Doughty, with a more chearfui countenance 
than ever he had in all his life, to the ihow, as one that 
did altogether contemn life, prayed him, that, cre he 
died, he might receive the facramenc; which was not 
only granted, but Drake himfelfoffered to accompany 
him to the Lord’s Tabic, for the which xMa Her Doughty 
gave him hearty tlianks, never worfc terming him than 
my good Captain. Mafler Drake oifered him withai 
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make choice of his own death, and for that he faid he 
^vas a gentlemen he fhould but lofehis head, the which 
kind of death Was moft agreeable to his mind, in as 
much as he mufl needs die. And, truly, I heard fay, that 
Mafter Drake offered him, if he would, that he fhould 
be fliottcn to death with a piece, and that he himfclf 
•W'ould do that exploit, and fo he fhould die by the hands 
of i gentleman. But, in fine, they together received 
the Lord’s Supper; the which, I do ever affure myfelf, 
that he did take with as uncorrupted a mind as ever 
did any innocent of the world; for he, furc, fliewcd 
himfelf to have all his affiance and only trufl in God; 
he fliew'cd himfelf fo valiant in this extremity as the 
world might wonder it; he feemed to have conquered 
death itfelf, and it was not feen, that of all this day be¬ 
fore his death, that ever he altered one jot of his coun¬ 
tenance, but kept it as ffaid and firm as if he had fomc 
meffage to deliver to fome nobleman. They having 
thus received the lacrament, there was a banquet made, 
fuch as the place might yield, and there they dined to¬ 
gether, in which time, the place of execution being 
made ready, after dinner, as one not willing any lon¬ 
ger to delay the time, he told the General, that he was 
ready as foon as pleafed him; but prayed him, that he 
might fpeak alone with him a few' words, with the which 
they talked a-pai: the fpace of half a quarter of an 
hour, and then with bills and flaves he was brought to 
the place of execution, where he flicwed himfclf no 
lefs valiant than all the time before; for, firft, here 
kneeling on his knees, he ftrff prayed for the C^cen’s 
Majeffy of England his Sovereign lady and miftrefs; 
he then prayed to God for the happy fuccefs of this 
voyage, and then prayed to God to turn it to the profit 
of his country: he remembered alfo therein divers his 
good friends, and efpecially Sir William Winter, pray¬ 
ing Madcr John Winter to commend him to that good 
Knight; all which he did w'ith fo chearful a counte¬ 
nance, as if he had gone to fome great prepared ban¬ 
quet, the which, I fure think, that he was fully rcfolved 
that God had provided for him; fo, at the lall, turning 
to the General, he prayed him that he might make wa¬ 
ter ere he died, for, quoth he, the flefli is fmil, and 
withal turned him about and did fo; and, coming 
again, faid. Now, truly, I may fay as faid Sir Thomas 
More, that he that cuts off my head dial I have little 
honefty, my neck is fo Ihort: So turning him, and 
looking about on the whole company, he defired them 
all to forgive him, and efpecially fome that he did per¬ 
ceive to have difplcafure borne them for his fake, 
w'hcreof Thomas Cuttle was one, Hugh Smith was ano¬ 
ther, and divers others: w'hereupon, Smith prayed him 
to fay before the General then, w'hether ever they had 
any conference together that might redound to his (the 
General’s) prejudice or detriment. He declared it at 
his death, that neither he, nor any man elfe, ever prac- 
tifed any treachery towards the General with him; nei¬ 
ther did he himfelf ever think any villainous thought 
againff him. Then he prayed the General to be good 
unto the fame Hugh Smith, and to forgive him for his 
fake. So the General faid, Well, Smith, for Mafter 
Doughty’s fake, and at his requeft, I forgive thee; but 
become an honeft man hereafter. So then, Mafter 
Doughty embracing the General, naming him his good 
Captain, bid him Crewel; and fo bidding the whole 
company farewel, he laid his head to the block, the 
w'hich being ftricken off, Drake moft defpitefully made 
the head to be taken up and fhewed to the whole com¬ 
pany, himfelf faying, See, this is the end of traitors! 
So he being buried, and thofe things finifhed, the whole 
company being together, Mafter Drake protefted be¬ 
fore Goi that whofoever he was who fliould offend 
but the eighth part that Thomas Doughty had done, 
fhould die for it. He alfo protefted, and fvvore by the 
life of God, and the bleffed facrament which he that 
day had received, that whofoever he were within the 
fleet that did give another a blow, fhould lofe his hand, 
without exception of any; and yet, the next day, it 
fortuned that Mafter Doughty’s younger brother, w'alk- 
ing both filently and mournfully, as well for remem¬ 


brance of his brother's late death, as alfo weitrh' 
imminent peril over his own head, (as what 
already faid and the prefent confequcnce may 
there comes unto him this Edward Bright, the 
llrument of his brother’s death, faying unto him 
wounds! thou villain, what knoweft thouby j 
and withal ftruck at him with his ruler, as of nurnlr ' 
pick a quarrel, to haften his end alfo. Why 
Bright, quoth he, thou feeft in what cafe I am I ^ 
thee let me alone; and withal bore off the blowS 
his arm, wherewith the ruler broke: but Bright fe ^ 
ing very furious, thruft him in the face with the nwl 
that remained in his hand, the fplinters whereof en 
tered an inch into his face; prefently upon the which' 
he went unto the General to comphin of Bright’ 
Why, John Doughty, quoth he, without having any>^ 
gard of his oath the day before made, Ned Bright will 
be open to your revenge in England; for, I dare fav, thy 
brother did belye her, when he faid that flte hadanill 
name in Cambridge. Then might every man perceive 
the little-meant honefty.” 

h'rom this plain narrative of the trial and execution 
of Doughty, of the genuinenefs of which there cannot 
be the Icaft doubt, as the concomitant little circum- 
ftances all concur to confirm the author both an eye and 
ear witnefs of what he has related, there is rcafontobc- 
lieve, that the fuccefs of the voyage covered the ini¬ 
quity of the undertaker; and that the immenfe booty 
which Drake brought to England, enabled him to ftiBc 
the complaints of individuals; and, by a proper ad- 
drefs, to convert the a<fts of oppreffion, murder, and pi¬ 
racy, of which he was guilty, into fo many deeds ofne- 
ceffiiry duty, in order to the accompliffmcnt of the 
main object, the acquifitionof wealth at the cxpcnccof 
honefiy. 

That Drake never had a Commiflion from the Queen, 
as his friends would fuggeft, appears not only from his 
not producing it at the trial of Doughty (which can 
hardly be juftified, in contempt to the prifoner), but 
from his not producing it upon another occalion, 
when, as fliall be ihewn immediately, he vauntinglypro¬ 
duced other credentials of far lefs moment, in order to 
juftlfy hiscondudf, and give him credit with his com¬ 
pany. The ftory, then, of the remarkable wordsfoifted 
into the mouth of his Sovereign, and recited by his bio¬ 
grapher, is as falfe as inconfiftent with the charaftcrof 
that wife Princefs, who, though there is reafonfrom her 
after-condu<ft to conclude that fhe was privy to the 
voyage, yet never openly countenanced it, till after it 
w'as completed, and the iffue of it determined; as ap¬ 
pears from the account of the converfation which Drake 
himfelf gave to his followers, a few days before he left 
Port St. Julian to fcck a paffage into the South Seas. 

On the 6th of Auguft, fays our author, he com¬ 
manded his whole company to be afliore, and, placing 
himfelf in a tent, one fide of which was 
calling Mafter Winter on one fide of him, and Jo 
Thomas on the other fide, his man laid belore mm 
great paper book, and withal Mafter Fletcher o er 
himfelf to make a fermon. Nayfoft, 
faid he, I muft preach this day myfelf, although 
fmall flcill in preaching. Well, all ye the 
here are yc, or not? Anfwcr was made, that they 
all here. Then commanded he every ffips 
feverally to ftand together; which was allbdone. * 
fiiid he, My Mafters, I am a very bad orator, tor j 
bringing up hath not been in learning; but 
fiiall here fpeak, let every man take good ’ but 

let him write it down, for 1 will her 

what I will anfw'cr it in England, yea, u-jhcr 

Majefty, as I have it here already fet down ^ j}iis 
it were in his book or not, that 1 know 
was the eftedt of it, and very near the wor 
it is, my Mafters, that we’re very far from our 
and friends; we arecompaffed in on every jjjjail 
our enemies; wherefore we are not to 
reckoning of a man, for we cannot have 
would give for him ten thoufand pounds; ^ 
muft have thefc mutinies and difeontents that 


3 




























387 


To the SOUTH SEA and ROUND 


the WORLD. 


amol 

even 


f{\ us redrelTcd; for, by the life of God, it doth 

"take my wits from me to think on it. Here is 
r^h controverfy between the failors.and the gentlemen, 
dfuchllomaching between the gentlemen and failors, 
h tit doth even make me mad to hear it. But, my 
Sifters I muft have it ceafe; for I mull have the gen- 
, en to haul and draw with the mariners, and the 
'^riners with the gentlemen: and let us fliew ourfelves 
She all of a company; and let us not give occafion to 
the enemy to rejoice at our decay and overthrow. 1 
would know him that would refufe to fet his hand to a 
one- but I truft there is not any fuch here; and, as 
Gentlemen arc very nccelTary for government fake on 
the voyage, fo have I lliipt them for that purpofe, and 
to fomcfurther intent; and yet, though I know failors 
to be the moft envious people of the world, and fo un¬ 
duly without government, yet may not I be without 
them. Alft), if there be any here willing to return 
home] let me underhand of them; and here is the 
Mai^^^ld, a Ihip that I can very well fpare, I will fur 
nifh herto fuch as will return with the moft credit that 
1 can give them, cither by my letters or any way elfc; 
but let them take care that they go homeward; for, if 
I find them in my way, I will furely link them; there¬ 
fore, you lhall have time to conlick-r hereof until to- 
monow, for, by my troth, I muh needs be plain with 
you; “I have taken that in hand that I know notin the 
world how to go through withal;" it palFeth my capa¬ 
city; it hath cVen bereaved me of my wits to think on 
if. [Well, yet the voice was, that none would return; 
tlicy would all take fuch part as he did.] Well then, 
my Marters, quoth he, came ye all forth with your own 
good wills, or no? They anfwered, All, willingly. At 
whofe hands, my Mailers, take ye to receive your 
wages? At yours, anfwered the company. Then, faid 
he, how fay you, will you take wages, or (land to my 
courtely? To your courtefy, good Captain, was the re¬ 
ply. ITicn he commanded the fleward to the Eliza¬ 
beth to bring him the key of the (lores, the which he 
did; then, turning him unto Mailer Winter, he faid. 
Mailer Winter, I do here difeharge you of your Cap- 
tainftiip; and fo in brief he faid to all the Officers. 
Then Mailer Winter and John Thomas alked him 
what Ihould move him to difplace them? He alked in 
rciurn, whether they could make any rcafon why he 
Ihould not do fo? So willing them to content themfelves, 
he willed lilence in rhofe matters, faying, Ye fee here 
the great diforders we are entangled into; and, although 
fomc have already received condign punifliment, as by 
death, w'ho, I take God to witnefs, as you all know, 
was to me as my other hand, yet you fee, over and be- 
fidcs the reft, his own mouth did bewray his treache¬ 
rous dealings: and fee, how, trufling to the lingularity 
oi his own wit, he over-reacht himfclf at unawares. 
But fee what God would have to be done; for her Ma- 
jclly commanded, that of all men my Lord Treafurer 
mould have no knowledge of this voyage, and to fee 
that his own mouih hath declared that he had given 
him a plot thereof. But, truly, my Maflers, and as I 
2 m a gentleman, there fliall no more die; I will lay my 
hand on no more, although there be here who have de- 
<T\cd as much as he; and fo charging one Worral 
lat was prefent, that his cafe was worfe that Doughty's, 
Mnfter Doughty’s extremities, was one of 
rakes chief confellows, who, humbling himfelf to 
upon his knees, prayed him to be good unto 
im, Well, well, Worrall, faid he, you and I fhall talk 
nn matter hereafter. Then he charged 

c John Audlcy with fume ill dealings towards him, 
u opened no niatter, but faid, he would talk with him 
is fome again, my Maflers, 
thar how elfe to diferedit me, fay and affirm, 

fftm ^ forth on this voyage by Mailer Hatton; 
kins^* ^ Winter; and fome by Mailer Han- 

norK; a company of idle heads that have 

you Mailers, I mull tell 

fav th them as my very good friends; but, to 

ere the fitters forth of this voyage, or 
'ns by their means, I tell you it was nothing fo. 


Bul, indeed, thus it was. My Lord of Elfex wrote in m/ 
commendation unto Secretary Wallingham more than 
1 was worthy; but by like I had deferved fomewhat at 
nis hands, and he thought me in his letters a fit man to 
lerveagainll ihe Spaniards for my practice and experi¬ 
ence that I had in that trade; whereupon, indeed. Se¬ 
cretary Walfmgham did come to confult with his 
^orcilhip, and declared unto him, that for that her 
Majclly had received divers injuries of the Kincr of 
opain, for the which, Ihe defired to have fome^re¬ 
venge; and w'ithal, he flievvcd me a plot, willing me 
to fet my hand, and to write down where I thought 
he might moft be annoyed; but I told him fome 
part of my mind, but refufed to fet my hand to any 
thing, alTirming, that her Majefty was mortal, and 
fhat, if it Ihould pleafe God to take her Majelly 
away, it might fo be that fome peiTon might reign 
that might be in league with the King of Spain, and 
then will mine own hand be a witnefs againft myfclf. 
Then was I verv fliortly after, and on an evening, fent 
for unto her M ijelly by Secretary Walfingham; and, 
the next day, coming to her Majelly, thefe, or the like 
words, Ihe fai . 1 , Drake, fo it is that I would gladly be re¬ 
venged on the King of Spain for divers injuries that I 
have received: and faid further, tliat he was the only 
man that might do this exploit, and withal craved his 
advice therein, who told her Majcfty of the fmall good 
that was to be done in Spain, but the only way w'as to 
annoy him by his Indies. Then, with many more 
words, he llicwed forth a bill of her Majefty’s adventure 
of Iooocrowns, which, however, he faid at fome time 
before, that her Majelly did give him towards his 
charges. He flicwcd alfo a bill of Mafter Hatton’s 
adventure, and divers letters of credit that had 
palTcd in his behalf; but he never let them come out 
of his own hands. He laid alfo, that her Majelly did 
fwcar by her crown, That, if any within her realm did 
give the King of Spain hereof to underftand (as flie fuf- 
pected but two), they lliould lofc their heads therefore." 
And now. Mailers, faid he, let us conlider what we have 
done: We have now fet together by the ears three 

mighty Princes, namely, her Majcfty, the Kings of Spain 
and Portugal; and, if this voyage Ihould not have good 
fuccefs, we Ihould not only be a fcorning, or a reproach¬ 
ful fcoffing-ftock unto our enemies, but alfo a great 
blotto our whole country for ever; and, what triumph 
would it be to Spain and Portugal; and. again, the like 
would never be attempted.’’ And now, reftoring every 
man again to his former olHce, he ended : thus fliewing 
the company that he would fatisfy every man, or clfe he 
would fell all that he ever had even unto his plate; for, 
quoth he, I have good rcafon to promife, and am beft 
able to perform it; for, I have fomewhat of mine own 
in England; and, bclides that, I have as much adven¬ 
ture in this voyage as three of the heft whatfoever; 
and, if it fo be, that I never come home, yet will her 
Majcfty pay every man his wages, whom indeed you 
and I all came to ferve; and, for to fay you came to 
ferveme, I will not give you thanks; for it is only her 
Majcfty that you fcrvc; and this voyage is only her 
fitting forth: fo willing all men to befriends, he willed 
them to depart about their bufinefs. The 8th of Au- 
guft, they weighed anchor and departed; but, the day 
before, he came on board the Elizabeth, and fwore very 
vehemently, 1 know not upon what occafion, that he 
would hang to the number of 30 in the fleet that had de¬ 
ferved it: and then again charged Worrall that his cafe 
was worfe than Doughty’s, and that by God's wounds he 
had deferved to be hanged. And, Mafter Winter, faid 
he, where is your m;in Ulyfles? By God’s life, if he 
were my man, I would cut off his ears: nay, by God's 
wounds, I would hang him; but w'hcrcforc truly I do 
not know .’’ 

Nothing can be a clearer proof that Drake had no 
Government CommilTion than the above account. In 
his fpeech, which the writer fays is nearly in his own 
words, he does not fo much as pretend to have received 
any CommilTion, only a private intimation from the 
Queen and Walfingham, that her Majcfty wanted to be 
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revenged of divers injuries received from the King of 
Spain. But was countenancing four or five piratical 
plunderers to rob innocent people, a princely way for 
one Sovereign to take revenge of another, in times ot 
profound peace? It was, indeed, a pitiful connivance in 
Queen Elizabeth to engage looo crowns in a piratical 
adventure of this kind, and that could never have been 
credited of that magnanimous Princefs, had flie not 
afterwards approved of his piracy, by going aboard his 
fliip, and openly approving what, it was even then faid, 
lead became a trading nation to encourage, the breach 
of treaties, and piratical pradlices. But, it is remark¬ 
able, that five months elapfed after his return to Eng¬ 
land before her Majefiy’s pleafurc was publickly known; 
during which time men talked varioufiy of the expe¬ 
dition, and the fate of Drake feemed to hang in fuf- 
pence; fo true proved Doughty’s predadion, that the 
Queen’s Majefty and Council might be corrupted.” 

That Drake bore no naval Commiffion appears dill 
more clearly, from his difplacing the Captains and Offi¬ 
cers of all his fhips without demanding from them their 
Commiffions; from his Tiding his men, not for any hof- 
tilc expedition, but for a trading voyage to Alexandria; 
and from his afking them, before his fetting fail from 
the Port of St. Julian to enter the South Seas, from 
whom they expeded their wages. From thefccircum- 
dances it follows incontedibly, that, if he had a naval 
Commiffion, he was the only Officer in the fleet pof- 
feded of one;—Doughty, whom he beheaded, and who, 
before their falling out, was fecond in command, bore 
no naval Commiffion; and,it is more thanpropable,that 
this gentleman’s quedioning the Commiffion of Drake 
was the real caufe of his death, as Drake more than 
once charges him with the overthrow of the voyage, 
which he could nootherwife elfedthan by diferediting 
a Commiffion, on the authority of which both Officers 
and men were to be perfuaded to plunder a people at 
peace with their nation, and without wffiich every man 
w’as liable to be executed for piracy, whenever he Ihould 
be overpowered. 

It were needlefs for us to enlarge our remarks; every 
reader has now the fubjed before him, and every reader 
will form a judgment for himfclf. 

What we have faid, in confequence of having traced 
this tranfadion from beginning to end, may feem to 
cladi with the opinion we previoiifly entertained of 
Drake’s humanity, courage, and kindnefs to his fol¬ 
lowers, but will not feem drange to thofc who arc ac¬ 
quainted with the nature of periodical writings, w here 
one part of the work is neceflarily printed off before the 
other is w ritten. In purfuing the courfe of this voy- 
age, new authors have been confulted, and new lights 
collcded, which have enabled us to deted not only the 
errors of other writers, but alfo to corred our own; and, 
from the fequel of this voyage, we may venture to fore- 
tel, that the reader will concur in fentiment with us, 
that, though Drake was bold, he was not honed; that, 
though he did not kill thofe he plundered and had no 
motive to dedroy, he fpared none who oppofed his de- 
ligns, or who did not pay implicit obedience to his ar¬ 
bitrary will; that, though he was an able fcaman, he 
was a jealous rival; and that, though he was a gallant 
leader, he was a mod tyrannical Commander. We 
fliall now accompany him to the South Seas, where the 
Spaniards, not fufpeding an enemy, were in no con¬ 
dition to defend themfclvcs againd his attacks. 

Drake having reduced the number of his diips to 
three, they left the poH>and on Augud the 20th entered 
the Straits of Magellan, in w hich they druggled with 
contrary winds, and the various dangers which the in¬ 
tricacy of that winding paflage expofed them to, till 
night, NvJien they had paded the fird narrow, and had 
entered a wider fea, where they difeovered an ifland, to 
which they gave the name of Elizabeth, in honour of 
their fovereign. On the 24th they came to an ifland, 
in w hich they found luch an infinite number of birds, 
fince called penguins, that they killed 3000 of them in 
one day. This bird, of which they then knew not the 
name, they deferibe as fomewhat lefs than a wild goofe, 
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without feathers, and covered w ith a ki H 
unable to fly or rife from the ground, but 
running and fwimming with amazint? 
feed on fiflics in the fea, and come to land onl^^’ 
the day, and lay their eggs, which, accordiiTj^f ^ 
voyagers, they depofit in holes, as regularlv'd r 
and as numerous as the cells in a beehive. ^ 

From thefe i (lands to the South Sea the foait h 
very crooked and narrow; fo that fometimes k 
terpofuion of head-lands the paffitge feems entirct'n!"' 


up. To double thefe capes they found it very 
on account of the frequent variations to be niadr^T’ 
courfe. Here are, indeed, as Magellan obferves 
harbours; but in mod: of them no bottom is T? 
found, which, how-ever, docs not feem verified b' ^ 
perience ; the harbours being in general good 
the tides and blafls continually rufliing in fmm 
diredions create the danger. The land on both ? 
rifes into innumerable mountains; the tops of th^ 
were encircled with clouds and vapours, w hich 
congealed, fall dow n in fnow, and increafe their h2 
by hardening into ice; an obfervation which mightL 
rurally occur to Drake, w ho pafled the ftrait intheiJ 
winter before the fnows were dilTolvcd. However 
even at that feafon, which anfwcrs to our February they 
found the vallics, -in fomc places, green, fruitful, and 
pleafant. Anchoring in a bay near Cape Forward 
Drake, imagining the firait quite fliut up, went in hi! 
boat to endeavour to find fome other paflage out; and 
having found an inlet towards the North, was return! 
ingto his fliips; but curiofity foon prevailed upon him 
to flop for the fake of obferving a canoe or boat with 
feveral natives of the country in it. He could not at a 
diflance help admiring the form of this little vclTel, 
which feemed inclining to a fcmi-circle, theftern and 
prow Banding up, and the body finking inward; but 
much greater was his wonder, when, upon a nearer in- 
fpediori, he found it made only with the barks of tree?, 
fewed together with thongs of fcal-lkin, fo aitificiaOy, 
that fcarcely any w'ater entered thefcamsv 

The people were well-fliaped, and painted like thofc 
who have been already deferibed. On the land they 
had a hut built with poles, and covered with (kins, in 
which they had watcr-velTels and oth^r utcnfils, made 
likewifc with the barks of trees. Amdng thefe people 
they had an opportunity of remarking, what is fre¬ 
quently obfervable in favage countries, how natural 
fagacity and unwTaried induflry may fupply the vam 
of fuch manufactures or natural produc^tions as appear 
to us abfolutely nccelTaryfor the fupportoflife. Though 
the inhabitants w'ere wffiolly ftrangers to iron and to the 
ufe w'e make of it, yet, inftead of it, they fubflituicd 
the fhell of a mufcle, of prodigious fize, found u^n 
their coafts. This they ground upon a ftonc to an edge, 
which was fo firm and foiid, that neither wood nor 
Bone tvere able to refiB it. With inBruments made of 
Biel Is, thefe fimple people were able to perform all thw 
mechanic operations; nor do they feem fo deformed 
and ugly as our late voyagers reprefent them, whobcingf 
perhaps, more refined than thofe w'ho failed with Cap¬ 
tain Drake, might fancy a greater difference between 
themfelves and thefe favages than in nature there 
really is. ' 

On this occafion we cannot forbear remaking, that, 
though Drake entered the Brait in what is account 
the moB unfavourable feafon, yet he palTed it in (J^^ 
days, though, at that time, wholly unknown; a 
the more extraordinary, as none of our 
made it in lefs than thirty-fix days in the middle oM. 
mer, and Captain Wallis was at IcaB four montns 
making it. r 

Drake, as has been faid, having taken 
country from Cape Forward, continued his 
North-weB-ward, and, on the Bxth of 
tered the great South Sea, on which no 
had-ever been navigated before; and proposed w 
diredled his courfe towards the Line, that his me > 
had fuffered by the (everity of the 

cover their Brength in a w'armcr latitude. But 
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^-formed, before it was fruftrated j for on 

^'^'‘ ^Lrrhe feventh, after an edipfe of the moon, a 
mfe fo violent that it left them little hopes of 
nor was its fury fo dreadful as its conti- 
lurvivi jaf^ed, with little intcrmilTion, thirty- 

in which time they were driven more than 
^'^LUes out of their coiirfe, without being able 

J avail thcmfclves of their fails, or make ufe of 

thifflorVn, on the 30th of September, the Mari- 
jj Captain Thomas, was feparated from them; and 
the 7th of Gclober, having entered a harbour, where 
i hoped for fome intermiflion of their fatigues, 
fL^vereinafew hours forced out to fea again by a 
violent gufl, at which time they loft fight of the Eli- 
beth, Captain Winter, whofe crew, as was afterwards 
difeovered; wearied with labour, and difeouraged with 
theprorpe«fl of future dangers, recovered the ftraitsthe 
day following, and returning by the fame palfage through 
which they came, failed along the coaft of Brazil, and, 
in the year following, arrived in England. 

They were now driven Southward 55 degrees, where 
they difeovered a chifler of i(lands, in one of which 
they anchored and ftaid two days, to the great refrcfli- 
ment of the crew, having met with excellent water, and 
plenty of greens. Not far diftant from this bay they 
entered another, where they beheld fome naked inhabit¬ 
ants ranging along the coaft in their canoes in fearch 
ofprovifions. With thef they exchanged fome toys for 
fuch rcfrcflimcnts as they had to fupply. 

And now, being furnilhed with wood and w'ater, they 
again fee fail, and were, by a new ftorm, driven to the 
lantudeof57 degrees, when they beheld the extremities 
of the American coaft, and the confluence of the At¬ 
lantic and Southern oceans. Here they arrived on the 
28th of October, and at laft w-ere blcft with the fight of 
a calm fea, having, for almoft two months, endured 
fuch a dorm, as no voyager has given an account of, 
and fuch as in that part of the world, though accuftomed 
to hurricanes, the inhabitants were unacquainted with. 

On the 30th of Ocl:ober, they fleered towaids the 
place appointed for the rendezvous of the fleet, in cafe 
of feparation, which was in 30 degrees South; and, on 
ihc next day, difeovered two iflands, fo well flocked 
with fowls, that they vicftualled their fiiips with them. 
After this fupply, they failed northward, along the coaft 
of Peru, till they came to 30 degrees, where, finding 
neither Ihips, nor any convenient port, they came to an¬ 
chor November the 29th, at Mucho, an ifland inha- 
biicd by fuch Indians as the cruelty of their Spanilh 
conquerors had driven from the continent, to whom 
they applied for water and provifions, offering them in 
return fuch things as they imagined moft likely to plcafc 
them. The Indians feemed willing to traffic; and, 
having prefented them with fruits and two fat fheep, 
fbewed them a place where they might come for 
water. 


Next morning, according to agreement, the Englifli 
landed with their water-vencls, and fent two men for¬ 
ward towards the place appointed, w ho, about the mid¬ 
dle of the way, werefuddenly attacked by the Indians 
and immediately flain. Nor were the reft of the com¬ 
pany out of danger; for behind the rocks was lodged 
anambufliof 500 men, who, ftarting up from their 
Retreat, difeharged their arrows into the boat with fuch 
exterity, that every one of the crew was wounded by 
^ cm. The fea being then high, and hindering them 
retiring or making ufe of their weapons, 
take hirnfclf received an arrow under his eye, which 
Picr^d him almoft to the brain; and another in his 
cr^f ^ danger of thefe wounds was much in- 

Pr u u nbfence of their furgeon, w'ho was in the 
k r none to affift them but a 

lkill.''^”° r did not admit of much experience or 
much were they favoured by Providence, 
fori rcafon could be affigned 

ous Indians fhould attack them with fo furi- 

tniftook them 

^l^mards, whofe cruelties might very rcafonably in¬ 


cite thofe to revenge, whom they had driven, by incef- 
fant pcrfccution, from their country, wafting immenfi' 
tradls of land by maftacre and devaftation. NujiO d** 
Sylva adds, that none of the Indians were hurt by the 
Englifh, though they came fo near the boat, as to feize 
and carry off four of the oars. 

On the afternoon of the fame day they fet fail, and on 
the 30th of November dropt anchor in Phillip’s bay, 
where their boat, having been fent out to difeover the 
country, returned with an Indian in his canoe whom 
they had intercepted. He w'as of a graceful fiaturc, 
dreft in a white coat or gown, reaching almoft to his 
knees; very mild, humble, and docile; fuch as perhaps 
were all the Indians, till the Spaniards taught them re¬ 
venge, treachery, and cruelty. This Indian, having 
been kindly treated, was dirmiffed w ith prefents; and 
informed, as far as the Englifli could make him undcr- 
ftand, what they chiefly wanted, and what they were 
w illing to give in return; Drake ordered his boat to at¬ 
tend him, and fet him fafe on fhorc. 

When he w'as landed, he made figns for the boat to 
wait till his return, and meeting fome of his country¬ 
men, gave them fuch an account of his reception, that, 
within a few hours, feveral of them repaired with him 
to the boat, with fowis, eggs, and a hog; and with 
them one of their captains, who willingly came into 
the boat, anddefired to be conveyed by the Englilh to 
their ihip. 

By this man Drake w’as informed that nofupplies w^ere 
to be expeded here; but that Southward, in a place to 
w^hich he olfered to be his pilate, there was great 
plenty. This propofal was accepted, and on the 5th 
of December, under the diredlion of the good-natured 
Indian, they came to anchor in the harbour called by 
the Spaniards Val Parizo, in 33 deg. 40 min, S. lati¬ 
tude, near the little tow'ii of St. Jago, where they met 
not only with fufiicicnt florcs of provifions, and with 
ftorehoufes full of the wines of Chili, but with a fliip 
called the Captain of Morial, richly laden, having, to¬ 
gether w ith large quantities of the fame wine, fome of 
the fine gold of Baldivia to the amount of thrccfcore 
thoufand pezoes, each pezo of the value of eight fliil- 
lings, and a great crofs of gold fet w ith emeralds. The 
Spaniards at firft, mi flaking the Englifh for friends, 
invited them to feaft with them; but foon being unde¬ 
ceived, one of the crew^ jumped overboard, and alarmed 
the town; but the inhabitants, inftead of making oppo- 
fition, lied haftily, and left w'hatcver was in the tow'ii a 
prize to the enemy. In the chapel Drake and his men 
found the moft valuable booty. 

Elaving fpent three days here in ftoring their fhips, 
and loading the money and effects, they departed, and 
landed their Indian pilot where they firft received him, 
after having rewarded him much above his cxpedla- 
tions or defires. They had now little other anxiety 
than for their friends, who had been feparared from 
them, and w'hom they now determined to feck. But 
eonfidcring that, by entering every creek and harbour 
with their fiiips, they expofed themfelves to unncccf- 
fary dangers, and that their boat could not contain fuch 
a number as might defend themfelves againfi the Spa¬ 
niards, they derennined to flation their Ihip at fome 
place where they might commodioufiy build a pinnace, 
w'hich, being of light burden, might fafely fail w here 
the Ihip would be in danger of being ftranded; and, at 
the fame time,cany a fufticient force to refift the enemy, 
and afford better accommodation than it w-as pofTible to 
obtain in the boat. To this end, on the 19th of De¬ 
cember, they entered a bay near Coquimbo, a tow n in¬ 
habited by the Spaniards, who, difeovering them im¬ 
mediately, ilfiied out to the number of 100 horfemen, 
w'ith about 200 naked Indians running by their fidcs. 
The Englifh, obferving their approach, retired 10 their 
boat without any lofs, except of one man, w hom no 
perfuafionsor intreatics could move to retire with the 
reft, and whoxvas therefore overtaken by liic Spaniards, 
who thought to have taken him prifoner, but, having an 
halbert in his hand, he manfully defended himfclf, nil, 
being overpow'ered by numbers, he was run thiough the 
5 F body 
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body with a lance. The Spaniards, exulting at the 
vidlory, ordered the Indians to draw the dead carcafc 
from the rock on which he fell, and in the light of the 
Englifli beheaded it, and then cut off the right hand, 
and tore out the heart, uhich they carried away in 
triumph. 

Leaving this place, they foon found a harbour more 
fccure and convenient, where they built their pinnace, 
in which Drake went to feek his companions; but, 
finding the wind contrary, he was obliged to return in 
two days. 

From hence they came to a port called Sarcipaxa, 
where, being landed, they found a Spaniard aflccp with 
iilver bars lying by him to the value of 4000 Spanilh 
ducats: notwithfianding the infulcs which they had 
received from his countrymen, they did not think lit 
to dirturb this harmlcfs man's repofe, but, taking the 
filver, left him quietly to deep out his nap. 

Coalling along the fliore, they obferved a Spaniard 
driving eight Peruvian llieep, which on landiiTg they 
found to be laden with filver, each Ihcep having loolb. 
weight in two leather bags acrofs his back. They de¬ 
livered the poor animals of their heavy burdens, and 
lodged the bags in their own fiiips. 

Farther on lay fome Indian towns, from which the 
inhabitiints repaired to the Ihip on floats made of fcal- 
Ikin blown full of wind, two of which they fafiened 
together, and, fitting between them, row with great 
Iwiftnefs, and carry confiderable burdens. They very 
readily traded for glafs and fuch trifles, with which the 
old and the young feemed equally delighted. 

Arriving at Marmarcna on the 26th of January, 
Drake invited the Spaniards to traffic with him, which 
they accepted; and fupplied him with ncccfiarics, fil¬ 
ling to him, among other provifions, feme of rhofe 
fiieep which have been mentioned, whofe biilk is equal 
to that of a cow, and whofe Ifrcngth is fuch, that one 
of them can carry rhrcc tall men upon his back; their 
necks are like a camel’s, and their heads likethofcof 
our fiiecp. They are the moll ufcful animals of this 
country, not only a Hording excellent fleeces and whole- 
fome flefli, but ferving as carriers over rocks and 
mountains, where no other beafl: can travel; for their 
foot is^ of a particular form, which enables them to 
tread firm on the Iteepefi and mofl: fiippery places. 

On all this coafl, it is faid, the mountains arc fo im¬ 
pregnated with filver, that from one hundred weight of 
common earth five ouncesof fine filver may be feparated. 

They continued their courfe towards the north, and 
on the 7th of February arrived at Arica, in 8 deg. 
30 min. S. latitude, and in this port, found three fmall 
barks, in w’hich they found 57 flabs of filver, each of 
thefizeand fliape of an ordinary brick, and weighing 
about 2olb. They took no pi;iToners; for the crews, 
fearing no interlopers, were all on fliore caroufing with 
one another. At this port the Spaniards were wont 
to land their merchandize, and to embark the filver, 
which was tranfported from thence to Panama; but, 
finceDrake’s incurfion, they carry their filver overland 
to Lima, and load no more treafure here, except what 
they pay for the purchafe of fuch merchandize as is 
brought from Europe to fupply their market. Want¬ 
ing numbers to alfault the town, they proceeded in 
their courfe, and falling in with a fmaU coafting-vefiel, 
laden with linen and other cloaths, Drake uipplied 
his crew with what quantity of thofc articles they 
flood in need of, and difmilled the Spaniards with the 
remainder. 

From hence they failed to Chuli; in which port 
there wa.s a fhip that had 300,000 pezoes of filver in 
bars; but the Spaniards had fent an exprefs from 
Arica, to acquaint the governor that Drake was upon 
the coall. This exprefs arrived at Chuli, jufl two 
hours before Drake entered the port; in which time 
rhemaflerof the lliip had thrown his treafure over¬ 
board, and had fccurcd himfelf and crew on fiiorc, 
leaving only one Indian on board to make the report. 
Drake, fearing the alarm would fpread fader than he 
could fail, lod no time in hazardous fearches, but in¬ 

3 


dandy departed, and deered for Lima 
arrived on the 15th of February, and entered rif 
hour widiout rclidance, in which, accordin 
writers, there were thirty fail of fiiips- 
twelve; but all agree, that fevcral of thcin 
lidcrable force; fo that Drake’s fecurity confift H 
iit his d*-cngth, but in his reputation, which had f 
timidated the .Spaniards, that the fight of the’° 
fuperiority could not roufe them to oppofuion^ 
dances of fuch panic terrors are to be met u th 
other relations; but as they are, for themoft'”'” 
quickly dilfipated by reafon and refolution, a wife 
maiider will rarely ground his hopes of fuccefs o’ 
them; and, perhaps, on this occafion, the Spanbirh 
fcarccly deferve a feverer cenfure for their cowardic 
than Drake for his temerity. A writer of good auth^ 
rity, GO reconcile the matter, tells us, that Drake took 
them at unawares, and that the crews, as is ufual in 
times of pericdl fecurity, were with their families on 
Ihorc; and many of thofc who were ready to fill 
were taking leave of their friends. Be this as it may* 
all lecin to agree, that Drake made here a confidcr- 
ablc booty, having Luker. iiom one Ihip ached full of 
rials of plate, which iic found concealed under the 
deerage, and, from other diips, lilks and linen cloth to 
a coniidcrable value. He did nor, however, remain 
long in this harbour, but hadened in purfuic of the 
Cacafuego, which diip had fiiik-d but three days before, 
and which, they were here inlbnned, was bound to 
Paita. in the purfuit, they fell in w ith another Ihip, 
out o:‘which thc'y took a large quantity of gold, to- 
gcihci with a crucifix of the fame metal, richly adorned 
with emeralds. They continued the purfuit; but, hav¬ 
ing gamed intelligence, that indcad of Paita, flic was 
gone to Panama, Drake crouded all the fail he could, 
and, to encourage thepurfuers, promifed, that whoever 
fil'd dcfcried the prize ihould have his gold chain as a 
rew ard; w hith fell to the lot of his brother John. On 
the id ot March they came up with her, and, after ex¬ 
changing a few diot, they boarded her, and found not 
only a quantity of jewels, and thirteen cheds of money, 
but eighty pounds weight of gold, and twenty-fix tons 
of uncoined filver, w'ich ferviccs of wrought plate to a 
great value- In unlading this prize they fpent iix days; 
and then difmilfing the Spaniards, dood olfagain to fea. 

Lopez Vaz, a Spanilh wTitcr, tells us, that, in Icfs 
than 24 hours after their departure from Lima in pur- 
fuic of the Cacafuego, news was brought that Drake 
wms upon the coad, but that the governor had already 
alicmblcd the force of the country to oppofe his land¬ 
ing ; and that, finding he had left the harbour, he or¬ 
dered three Ihips with fix pieces of cannon (being all 
he could collect), and 250 men, to piirfue him: 
the ctjviipracnt of thefe velfels nccclfarily requirii^ 
time, Drake had gained the advantage of them; M 
coming within light of the prize off Cape Prandfin, 
the Captain of which, Juan de Anton, a &fcayan, 1 «- 
ing at a diltancc a fliip crouded with fails and imagin¬ 
ing the Viceroy of Peru had difpatchcd her on foinc 
meiragc to him, Itruck his fails, and lay to till,Dfa/c 
approaching nearer, he difeovered his niidake. ri^ 
would then have made his cfcapc, but Drake near¬ 
ing him lad with his great ordnance, againfi "hic 
the captain could make no defence, he 'vas con- 
drained to yield. “ 'Phcrc was in this fliip» ^ 
the Spaniard, eight hundred and fifty thoufand ^ 
of Iilver, and forty thoufand pezoes of gold, all " ' 
filver and gold was cu domed : but what 
they had uncullomcd, 1 know not; for 
they carry aimed as much more as they pny ^ 
for; otherw ife the king would take it Irom ^ 
they Ihould be known to have any great fum; ^ 
every Ihip carries a bill of cnllom, that the ’ 
fecit. All the treafure which Drake 
chants and other mens goods, laving ^ 
of the king’s. 1 le had alio out of this Ihipg 
of victuals, w'ith other ncccfiarics, which 
carried from Panama, and was five days in ta % 
filch things as he needed. a Jliii 
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U This done, he failed to the coafl of New Spain, 
without going to Panama. The (hips that were fcnc 
bv the Viceroy of Peru from Lima, arrived off Cape St. 
Francifeo 20 days after Drake had taken the Cacafuego, 
and had intelligence by a Ihip coming from Panama, 
which they met at the faid cape, that I'rancisj Drake 
had taken the fhip with filvcr, and was not gone for 
Panama ; whereupon the commander of the three lliips, 
thinking that Captain Drake had been gone for the 
Straits of Magellan, direded his courfe that way to 

^^^Thus Drak,c, changing his coiirfe to the. weff, efcaped 
his enemies, and fell in with a ffip from the EafI: 
Indies laden with filks, China ware, and cotton. The 
owner, a Spaniard, was on board, who prefented Drake 
with a falcon wrought in maffy goldj with an emerald, 
fet in the breaft of it, the largeff he had ever beheld. 
With this prefent, and a golden cup from the pilot, 
Drake was contented, and difmilted the fhip, taking 
only four cheds of China ware, which at that time was 

ofgreat value in Europe. 

On the 13th of March they cam^^ in fight of land, 
which happened to be a fmall iQand about two leagues 
from the main continent. There they found a harbour, 
and anchored in five fathom water, where they fiaid 
till the 20ih, on which day, a little coaffing frigate 
pafTingby, was puifucd by the pinnace, boarded, and 
taken. Being laden with lafaparilla, honey, butter, 
and other country goods, Drake unloaded the fiifaparilla, 
and in the room of it put the gold and filvcr from his 
own Ihip, in order to heave her up, to new caulk her 
fides, and flop her leaks ; in which fcrvice the crew 
were employed till the 26th of the fame month, when 
having reloaded the cargo, and taken in a fuilicient 
quantity of wood and water, they continued their 
coiirfe weftward along the coaff, taking the Spanifli 
frigate with them to bear them company. 

On April 6, a little before fun-fee, they difeovered 
a fliip, that held on her coiirfe about two leagues to 
feaward from the main land. To this fliip they gave 
chacc, and before morning they neared her, and fud- 
dcnly boarded her while the men flept. Being maffers 
of this prize without rcfiffance, they ordered the pri- 
foners on board their own ihip, among whom was one 
Don Francifeo Xarate, who meant to fail to Panama, 
and from thence to China, with the letters and patents 
that were found in his poffefiion (among which were 
the letters of the king of Spain to the governor of the 
Philippines); as alfo the fca charts wherewith they 
were to be directed in their voyage, which were of 
admirable life to Drake in his return home. From this 
ihip they took great quantities of bale gcxids, and 
other valuable merchandize, and then difmiffed her. 
they alfo took a young negroc girl, whom Drake or 
fome of his companions having got with child, they 
aitmvards inhumanly fet her on Ihorc on an ifiand in 
their way home, juft as fhc was ready to lie in ; of 
which notice will be taken in its proper place. Having 
retained a Spanifli pilot from this fiiip, they obliged 
him to direct them to a fafe harbour, where they might 
fupply thcmfclves with provifions for their intended 
voyage. This man brought them to the harbour of 
Anguatulco, or, as others write, Guatalco, where ar- 
rwingon the 13th of April, they fiaid till the 26th of 

ptic month, and then fet fail, having firfi difmified 
3 ll their Spanilh prifoners, together with Nuno daSylva, 
Portugueze pilot, whom they brought from the 
^Jtnarics, and who had ferved them faithfully in all 
^*r trials and dangers; in reward for which he was 
Jjmv abandoned by Drake to the mercy of the enemy. 

his man, when he landed on the continent, was firfi 
carried to Mexico, and there put to the torture to make 
yicoveries. He was afterwards fent prifoner into Old 
^pain, and there examined ; and, having given a faith- 
^ relation of all he knew, was rcleafcd, and returned 
ome to his own country, where he publifiied, as has 
ready been faid, an account of the voyage as far as 

Went, which w^as afterwards tninflatcd into all tlic 
*0 iinivcrfally read, 

yn their arrival at Anguatulco, they had no fooner 
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landed than Drake with part of his men marched up 
to the town, where they found the chief magifirate 
fitting in judgment upon a parcel of poor favages, and 
ready to pafs fcntcnce of death upon alinoft all of them, 
they being charged with a confpiracy to kill their mat¬ 
ters, and fet fire to the town. Drake changed the 
fcenc, and made judges and criminals without dit- 
tinClion, his prifoners, conducting them all in procct- 
fion to his fliip. Here he made the judge write an 
order to the commanding officer to deliver up rhe tow n, 
in which they found a great pot, fays Our author, as 
big as a bufficl, full of rials of plate, a gold chain, 
and a few jew els. The gold chain was taken from 
a gentleman who was making his efcape from the 
town, but was intercepted by an Englifii failor, w'ho 
rilled him of all the valuables he had about him, of 
which the gold chain was thought to be of the leaft value. 

Being now fufficicntly enriched, and having given 
overall hopes of finding theirafibciates, and, perhaps, 
beginning to be infeiftcd with that dcfirc of eafe and 
plcafurc which is the natural confcqucncc of wealth 
obtained by fuccefsful villainy, or, what is ftill more 
probable, being in fear of a furprizc before they had 
fecured their booty, they began to confult about their 
return home; and, in puiTuance of Drake’s advice, 
refoived firfi to find out fome convenient harbour where 
they might more fafcly lie and equip themfclvcs for the 
voyage, and then endeavour todifeovera nearer paffage 
from the South Seas into the Atlantic Ocean; a paffage 
that would not only enable them to return l-iome with 
till] fccurity, and in.a Ihorter time, but would much fa¬ 
cilitate the navigation into thofe parts, and of couiTe 
immortalize their naim-s. 

For this p irpole they ha,d recourfe to a port in the 
ifiand of Canes, where they met w^ith fifii, wood, and 
frefii wa^j^; i'ud, being fufficicntly fiored with other 
provifions, with which they had iupplied themfelvcs 
from jthoir prizep and at Anguatulco, they fet fail firfi; 
wdih a icfoIo/Jon of feeking a paffage by thenorth-wefi, 
and if that failed, by the Moluccas, and thence, follow¬ 
ing the conrfe of the Porcugueze, to return by the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

In piirfuance of the firfi refolution, they failed about 
600 leagues, till coming into the latitude of 43 deg. 
north, they found the air foexcellivc cold, that themeni 
could no longer bear to handle the ropes to navigate 
the fiiip : they, therefore, changed their courfe till they 
came into the latl&ude of 38 deg. and 30 min. under 
which height they difeovered a very good harbour, and, 
fortunately, had a favourable wind to enable them to 
enter it. 

Here, on the r 7th of June, they caft anchor, and, 
in a fliort time, had opportunities of obferving that the 
natives of that country were not Icfs fenfible than them¬ 
felvcs ; for, the next day, there came a man rowing in 
his canoe towards the fiiip, and, at a difiance from it, 
made a long oration with very extraordinary gefticu- 
lations, and great appearance of vehemence; and, a 
little time afterwards, made a fccoiid vifit in the fame 
manner; and then returning a third rime, he prefented 
them, after his harangue was fmifiled, with a kind of 
crown of black feathers, fuch as their kings wear upon 
their heads, and a balket of ruflies filled with a particu¬ 
lar herb, both which he fafiened to a fhort flick, and 
threw into the boat: nor could he be prevailed upon to 
receive any thing in return, though pufiied towards him 
upon a board, only he cook up a hat that was flung in 
the water. 

Three days afterwards, the fliip, having received 
fomO damage at fca, was brought ncvircr to land, that 
her lading might be taken out; in order to which, the 
Englifii, who had now learned not to commit their 
lives too negligently to the mercy of favage nations, 
raifed a kind of fortification w itli earth and palifades, 
and creeled their tents within it. All this W'as not 
beheld by the inhaliitants without the utmoft afionifli- 
meiit, which incited them to come down in crow^ds to 
the coall, w irh no other view, as it afterw-ards appeared, 
but to compliment the beautiful firangers that had 
condcfcendcd to touch upon their country. 


Drake, 
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Sir FRANCIS DRAKE’S VOYAGES 


Drake, neither confiding too much in appearances, ' 
nor wholly difirufting thd friendly difpofition of the 
inhabitants, dire(fled them to lay afide their bows and 
arrows, and, on their approach, prefented them with 
linen and ocher neceflaries, of which he fliCwcd them 
the ufe. They then returned to their habitations, about 
three quarters of a mile from the Englifli camp, where 
they made fuch loud and violent noifes, that they were 
heard by the Englifh, who had vanity enough to believe 
that they were paying them a kind of melancholy ado¬ 
ration. 

Two days afterwards, they perceived the approach 
of a far more numerous company, who fiqpt at the top 
of a hill which over-looked the Englifii fcttlement, 
while one of them made a long oration, at the end of 
w^hich all the alfembly bowled their bodies, and pro¬ 
nounced the fyllable Oh with a folemn tone, as by way 
of confirmation of what had been faid by the orator. 
Then the men laying down their bows, and leaving their 
women and children on the top of the hill, came down 
towards the tents, andfeemed tranfported in the highefi: 
decree at the kindnefs of Drake, who received their 
gilts, and admitted them to his prefence. The w'omen 
at a dirtance appeared feized with a kind of phrenzy, 
fuch as that of old among the Pagans in fome of their 
religious ceremonies, and, in honour as it feemed of 
their guefts, tore their cheeks and bofoms with their 
nails, and threw themfelvcs upon the ftones with their 
naked bodies. 

Three days after this, on June 25, 1579, Drake re¬ 
ceived two Ambafiadors from the Hioh, or King, of the 
country, who, intending to vifit the camp, required that 
fome token might be fent him of fricndfiiip and peace. 
This requeft w^as readily complied with; and foon after 
came the King, attended by a guard of about an hun¬ 
dred tall men, and preceded by an Officer of State, who 
carried a feeptre made of black wood, adorned with 
chains made of a kind of bone or horn, w^hich are 
marks of the highefirhonour among them. Behind him 
was the King himfelf, drefled in a coatofbeafts fkins, 
with a crown woven with feathers upon his head. His 
attendants followed, drefled nearly in the fame manner 
all but the crown; and after them came the common- 
people, with bafkets platted fo artificially that they held 
water, in which, by way of prefent, they brought roots 
and fifh. 

Drake, not lulled into fccurity, ranged his men in 
order of battle, and waited their approach, who com¬ 
ing nearer, flood flill, while the feepter-bearer made an 
oration; at the concliifion of which, they came again 
forward at the foot of the hill, and then the fceptcr- 
bcarer began a fong, which he accompanied with a 
dance, in both which the men joined, but the women 
danced without flnging. Drake now diflrufling them 
no longer, admitted them into his fortification, where 
they continued their fong and dance a fliort time; and 
then both the King and fome others of the company 
made a long harangue, in which it appeared, by the reft 
of their behaviour, that they entreated them to accept 
of the government of their country; and the King, 
with the concurrence of the reft, placed the crown 
upon Drake’s head, graced him w'ith the chains and 
other figns of authority, and faluted him with the title 
of Hioh. The kingdom thus offered, though of no 
farther value to him than that it furniflicd him with pre¬ 
fent neceflaries, Drake thought it not prudent for him 
to refufe; and, therefore, took pofleflion of it in the 
name of Queen Elizabeth, not without ardent wifhes 
that this acquifition might be of ufe to his native coun¬ 
try. The kingdom being thus configned, and the 
grand affair at an end, the common people left their 
King and his Nobles with Drake, and difperfed them- 
felves over the camp; and when they faw any one that 
pleafed them more than the reft, they tore their flefli and 
vented their outcries, as before, in token of reverence 
and refpetfl. They then proceeded to (hew them their 
wounds and difeafes, in hopes, pei haps, of a miraculous 
cure; to which the EnglilTi, to benefit and u;ideceive 


them at the fame time, applied fuch rcmrHiA, 

Lifed on like occafions. thc^ 

They were now grown confident and famir 
came down to the camp every day, repeatini? 
monies, till they were more fully infonned 
agreeable they were to thofe whofc favour they 
fludious of obtaining. They then viflted 
out ceremony, indeed, but with a'curiofitv fo 
that it left them no leifure to provide the necefiar' * 
life, with which the Engliffi were, therefore, obliged 
fupply them. They had, then, fufficienr 'oppoLn'^^ 
to remark the cuflom and difpofition of 
allies, whom they found tradable and benevoknr 
ofbody far beyond the Englifh, yet unfurnifhed 3 
weapons either foraflault or defence, their bowsbei"' 
too weak for any thing but fport. Their dexterity m 
taking fifh was fuch, that, if they faw them fo near the 
fhore that they could come to them without fwimmincr 
they never mifled them. ^ 

The fame curiofity that had brought them in fuch 
crouds to the fliorc, now induced Drake and fome of 
his companions to travel up into their country, y hich 
they found at fome diffance from thecoaft very fruitful 
filled with large deer, and abounding with a peculiar 
kind of cunnics fmaller than ours, with tails like rats 
paws fuch as thofe of a mole, and bags under their 
chins, in W'hich they carry provifions to their young. 

'Fhc houfes of the inhabitants were round holes dug 
in the ground, from the brink of which they raife raf¬ 
ters, or poles, flielving towards the middle, where they 
all meet in a ridge, andarecrampt together; the peo¬ 
ple lie upon rii flies, and make the fire in the middle of 
the houfc, letting the fmoke fly out at the door. The 
men arc generally naked; but the women make a kind 
of petticoat of bulruflies, which they comb like hemp, 
and throw the fkin of a deer over their (iiouldcrs. 
They arc very rnodeff, tractable, and obedient to their 
hufbands. The foil is but badly cultivated; but con¬ 
tentment feems to prevail in a very eminent degree 
among all ranks of this happy people. 

The land was named by Drake New Albion, from 
its white cliffs, in which it bore fome refemblance to 
his native country, and the whole hiftory of the refigna- 
tionof it to the Englifli was engraven on a piece of 
brafs, then nailed onapofl:,and fixed up before their 
departure, w hich being now^ difeovered by the people 
to be near at hand, they could not forbear perpetual la¬ 
mentations. 

When the Englifh on the 23d of July weighed an¬ 
chor, they faw' them climbing to the tops of hills, that 
they might keep them in fight, and obferve'd fires lighted 
up in many parts of the country, on which, as they 
fuppofed, facrifices were offered. 

Near to this harbour, they touched at fome iOands 
w’here they found abundance of feals; and, dcfpairing 
now to find any paflage through the northern regions, 
they, after a general confultation, determined to fteer 
away to the Moluccas; and, fetting fail July ^ 
held a weffern courfefor 68 days without fight of land, 
and, on September 30, arrived within view of jomc 
iflands, about 20 degrees northward from the Line, 
from whence the inhabitants refortecl to them 
hollowed in the middle, and raifed at both endsfo hig 
above the water, that they feemed almoff a 
they were burnffhed in fuch a manner that they 
like ebony, and were kept fteady by a piece of tim 
fixed on each fide of them. The firff company 
came brought fruits, bananas, and other things 0 
great value, with an appearance of traffic, 
changed their lading for other commodities wit g 
fliow of honefly and friendfhip. But having, ^ 
imagined, laid all fufpicion afleep, they flwj 
fleet of canoes, of which the crews behaved 'f! 
the infolencc of favages, and all the rapacity ® 
for, whatever was fuffered to come into 
they feemed to confider as their own, and jhc 

pay for it nor reflorc it: and, at length, fin 
Englilh refolved to admit them no longer, 
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To the SOUTH SEA and ROUND the WORLD. 


da fliowerof ftoncs from their boats, which in- 
r ir’S'ake prudently and generoully returned, by fir- 
• ^his great guns without hurting them; at whichthey 
fo terrified, that they leaped into the water, and 
hid themfcives under their canoes. . 

Here we cannot help remarking how nearly this de- 
r-riotion agrees with the accounts given by the late na- 

%ators of the temper and dirpofirion of the inhabit- 
tsof the iHand-s lately difeovered between the Tro¬ 
pics Drake, indeed, found the firing of his guns 
Lhout hurting them, fufficient to intimidate thefc ig¬ 
norant people; but our later voyagers have thought 
their vengeance not complete for any flight infult. with¬ 
out murdering them by wholefale to hrike them with 
terror. The writer of the late voyages fays, ‘"Our 
nien Hie wed as much impatience to deflroy them as a 

fportfman to kill his game " 

Having for feme time but little wind, they did not 
arrive at the Moluccas till the 3d of November; and 
then, defignlng to touch at Tidorc, as they coafted 
along the illand Mutua, belonging'to the King of Ter- 
natc, they were vilited by his Viceroy, who informed 
rhern that it would be more advantageous for them to 
have recoiirfe to his mafler for his fupplies, than to the 
Portuguefe, with whom he was at enmity. Drake was, by 
the a^uments of the Viceroy, prevailed upon to alter 
his refelutioli; and, on November the 5th, Cad anchor 
before Ternate. Scarce was he arrived, before the Vice¬ 
roy, with others of the chief nobility, came out in 
three large barges ro\\ cd by forty men on each fide, to 
condud the fiiip into a fafe harbour; and, foon after, 
the King himfelf, having received a velvet cloak by a 
melTcnger from Drake, as a token of peace, came with 
fueh a retinue and dignity of appearance, as was not 
expeded in thofc remote parts of the world. He was 
received with difeharges of cannon, and every kind of 
inufic, with which he was fo much delighted, that he 
invited the performers on board his barge. 

The King was of a graceful dature and royaKcar¬ 
riage, of a mild afpetd and low voice. His attend¬ 
ants were dreffed in white cotton or callico, of whom 
fomc, whofe age gave them a venerable appearance, 
feemed as counfellors, and the red officers or nobles. 
His guards were not ignorant of fire-arms, but had not 
many among them, being equipped for the mod part 
Mith bows and darts. The King, having fpent fome 
time in admiring the new objects that prefented them- 
felves, retired as foon as the diip was brought to anchor, 
andpromifed to return on the day following; and in the 
mean time the inhabitants, having leave to traflic, 
brought down provifions in great abundance. The 
King came not aboard, according to his promife, but 
fent his brother to excufe him, and withal to invite 
Drake afliorc, propofing to day himfelf as an hodage 
for his return. Drake declined going himfelf, but fent 
fome gentlemen of his retinue in company with the 
King’s brother, and kept the Viceroy till their return. 

Thefc gentlemen were received by another of the 
king’s brothers, and conduced in great date to the caf- 
tlc, where there was a court of, at lead, 1000 perfons, 
among whom were threefcore ancient men, privy coun- 
fellorno the king; and on each fide of the gate with- 
our, dood four old men of foreign countries, who ferved 
as interpreters in commerce. In a fliort time appeared 
the King himfelf, dred in cloth of gol^, with his hair 
woven into gold ringlets, a chain of gold upon his neck, 
and on his fingers rings very artificially fet with dia- 
nionds and jewels of great value. Over his head was 
borne a rich canopy ; and by his chair of date dood a 
page with a fan fet with fapphircs, to moderate the ex- 
Here he received the compliments of 
mcbnglilh, and then Honourablydifmilfed them. The 
^alrle, which they had fome opportunity of obferving, 
fcrncd of no great force. It was built by the Poitu- 
Tr f* ^^tempting to reduce this kingdom into 
murdered the King, and intended to 
P r U6 their plot by the dedrueflion of all his fons. But 
which cruelty and perfidy na- 
excite^ armed the whole nation againd them, 


and procured their total expulfion from all the domi¬ 
nions of Icrnate, which, from that time, incrcafing in 
p>owcr, continued to make new conqueds, and to de¬ 
prive them of other acquifitions. 

Here they diipt between four and five tons of cloves^ 
intending to bring them to Europe. While they lay 
before Ternace, a gentleman came on board attended 
by his Poitu^iiefe interpreter. He was drelTed fome- 
what in the European manner, and foon didinguidied 
himfelf from the natives of Ternate, or any country 
they had ever yet fecn, by his civility and quick corn- 
prchenfion. Such a vilitant may eafily be imagined 
to excite their curiofity, which he gratified by inform¬ 
ing thern t hath c was a native of China, of the family 
of the King then upon the throne; and that being ac- 
cufed of a capital crime, of which, though he was in¬ 
nocent, he had not fufficient evidence to dear himfelf, 
he had petitioned the Emperor that he might not be cx- 
pofed CO a trial; but that his caufc might be referred to 
Divine Providence; and that he might be allowed to 
leave his country, with a prohibition againd returning, 
unlefe heaven, in artcdation of his innocence, fhould 
enable him to bring back to the King fome intelligence 
that might be to the honourand advantage of the Em¬ 
pire of China. In fcarch of fuch information he had 
now fpent three years, and left Tidorc for the fake of 
convcrfing with the Englidi General, from whom he 
hoped to receive fuch accounts as would enable him to 
return with honour and fafety. Drake, whether he 
credited or dilbelicved hisTlory, caufed a recital to be 
made by one of the company, who talked the language 
of the interpreter, of fuch adventures and obfervations 
as he judged w^ould be mod pleafing to his vifitor, to 
all which the Chinefe Exile gave the utmod attention; 
and, liaving caufed them to be repeated a fecond time, 
to imprefs them in his mind, thanked the Creator of 
the World for the knowledge he had gained. He then 
propofed to the General to fail to his country, to which 
he willingly undertook to be his pilot; but Drake could 
not be induced to prolong his voyage. 

He therefore fee fail, on November the 9th, in qued 
of a more convenient harbour, where he mightclcan 
and refit his diip, which, by the length of the voyage, 
and the heat of the climate, was now become foul and 
leaky. Directing his courfefouthward, he foon fell in 
with an uninhabited ifland, which, by its appearance, 
promifed fiiir to anfwcr his purpofe. At a didance ic 
looked like a beautiful grove; the trees were large, 
draight, and lofty; but^ what was more extraordinary, 
they were interfperfed with fuch anadonifhing number 
of Ihining flies, that the whole ifland in the night feemed 
to glow with fire. Here they found a convenient ha¬ 
ven, and here they landed and continued 26 days. 
They found upon this ifland tortoife, but of a mon- 
drous fize, and various forts of fruits of a delicious 
flavour. 

Ixaving this place on the r2th of December, they 
cruelly deferted the unhappy mulatto girl whom they 
had taken for their picafure from a fhip that fell into 
their hands on the coad of New Spain. They had, 
at the fame time, taken on board a negroe youth, who 
they thought might be ferviceable to them in converf- 
ing with his nation in their way home; but, finding 
him of little or no ufe on board, and provifions begin¬ 
ning to fail, they pretended to fend this fimple couple 
far into the country to gather fruits, and, in the mean 
time, unmoored the fliip, and hoided fail; and, before 
the return of the vfotims, were out of fight of their 
tears, and our of hearing of their cries: a melancholy 
indance this of the depravity of man's heart, and of 
the relentlefs cruelty of minds addicted to rapine and 
lud. T’he poor girl, not yet fifteen, was ready to be de¬ 
livered of an innocent babe; and the youth, not twenty, 
was the only rcfource in the middof her didrefs. What 
befcl them cannot be known: but Providence feemed 
to punilh the perfidy of the crew by a fevere trial of 
their fortitude foon after. 

Having a wind not very favourable, they happened to 
be intangicd among a niultitudc of iflands, interfperfed 
5 ^ with 
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with dangerous ilia I lows, till January the 9th, 1580. 
When they thought themfJves clear* and were failing 
along with abrifk gale, they were, at the beginning of 
the night, fuddenly furprized in their courfe by a fud- 
den fliock, the caufe of which was inftantly difeovered, 
for they were thrown upon a concealed rock, and, by 
the fpeed of their courfe, fixed too fall for any hope of 
efcaping. 

Here the intrepidity of Drake was fhaken, and his 
dexterity baffled: here all the horrors of mind, attend¬ 
ant on confeious guilt, concurred to aggravate the dif- 
trefs of thofe who were infirumcntal in abandoning the 
harmlefs (laves. I'hofe who were innocent reproached 
the guilty w'ith being the authors of their prelcnt dif- 
trefs; and, among the reff, Mr. Fletcher, the chaplain, 
exclaimed againff the Captain, as one whofe crimes of 
murder and luff had brought down divine vengeance on 
all the company. Drake, who knew w'cll how to dif- 
fcmble his refentment, judging this an improper time 
to encourage difputes, endeavoured, by every means in 
his power, to appeafe the increafing animofity. To 
preferve, therefore, the minds of the company at reff, 
he found it neceffary to keep their hands employed, 
and, for that piirpofe,ordered the pumpsto be conffantly 
plied. Convinced by this experiment that the water 
did not gain upon them in the hold, he conceived hopes, 
that, by lightening the fhip, they might poflibly be able 
to heave her off. He knew it would be in vain to per- 
fuadc them to part with their treafure, and, therefore, 
he firff caufed the guns to be thrown overboard, and 
then the fpiccs; and, afterwards, the water cafks to be 
bulged, being in hopes, that, if they could be rcleafcd, 
water might again befupplied from the neighbouring 
illands, fome of w hich were at no great diffance. His 
next attempt was to di(cover about the lhallows fome 
place where they might fix an anchor, in order to bring 
their fhip to, and, by that means, clear her from the 
rock: but, upon examination, it was found that the 
rock on which they had ftruck, rofc, as many others in 
ihofe feas do, almoff perpendicular, and that there was 
no anchorage, nor any bottom to be fathomed a boat’s 
length from the fhip. But this difeovery was by Drake 
wifely concealed from the common Tailors, Icff they 
fliould abandon themfclves to defpair, for which there 
w'as, indeed, much caufe, there being no profpeeff left, 
but that they muff there fink along with the fhip. 

In this deplorable fituation they had remained for four 
and twenty hours, when Drake, finding all human ef¬ 
forts vain, addreffed himfelf to his companions in dif- 
trefs, and exhorted them to lay aiide all animofities, and 
prepare themfclves, by forgiving each other, for ob¬ 
taining that mercy through Chriff, which they could 
not hope to receive on any other terms. “ On this oc- 
cafion,” fays our author, every thief reconciled himfelf 
to his fellow-thief, and Fletcher adminiffered the facra- 
ment to them all.” At length, when their hopes had 
fci faken them, and no new firugglcs could be made, 
they were, on a hidden, relieved by the wind’s Ihifting, 
and a frefli breeze fpringing up, which taking the fiiip 
on the leeward quarter, flic reeled off the rock, without 
receiving any very dangerous hurt, to the unfipcakablc 
joy of every foul on board. 

This was the greatefi: and moff inextricable difirefs 
which they had futfered, and made fuch an imprefTion 
upon their minds, that for fome time afterwards they 
durff not adventure to fpread their fails, but went flowly 
forward with the utmofl circumfpedfion, till, arriving 
at the fruitful ifland of Barctcnc, they entered the port 
to repair what damage the fliip had received upon the 
rock. They found the people of this ifland of an 
amiable and obliging difpofition, courteous in their 
manners, and honcll in their dealings. They arefinely 
proportioned, tall of ftaturc, and of comely features. 
'Fhc men, in general, go naked; but the women cover 
thtfmfeives from the waifl downwards, arc modcfl, yet 
not infenliblc of love and plcafurc. They found the 
ifland abounding with every neceffary, and not a few of 
the comforts of life. 

1 laving repaired the fliip and refrefhed the men, 


they continued their courfe without anv 
currence till the i iih of March, w hen they 
chor before theinand of Java, and fending 
a prefent of cloth and iilks, received from hi' 
turn a prefent fupply of refrelbmcnts; and on 
following Drake went himfelf on fliorc 
tained the King with mufic, and obtained I’cavc ,Ml"' 
his Ihip with provifions. This ifland was govenl^i i? 
a great number of petty Kings or Rayas, fubordin«cto 
one Chief. Of thefc princes three came on board , 
gethera few days after their arrival, and havinir 
their return, recounted the wonders they had feen ^ 
the civilities with which they had been treated in ' i 
others to fatisfy their curiolity in the fame manner 
Raya Denan, the chief King, came himfelf to view th. 
fhip, with the warlike armaments and infiruments of 
navigation. I'his intcrcourfc of civilities fomewha 
1 retarded the biifincfs for which they came; but at 
length, they not only vidualled their fhip, but’paycd the 
bottom, which w as the more neceffary frequently to be 
repeated, as, at that time, fiicathingof fhips was not in 
pradlicc. 

The Javans were at this time a warlike people, well 
armed, with fwords, targets, and daggers, forgii by 
themfclves, and exquifitcly wrought. They were foci- 
able, full of vivacity, and beyond defeription happv\ 
They were likewife hofpitable to flrangcrs, and not at 
all addicted to thievery, the general charadcriflic of the 
iHanders in the Pacific Sea. 

From Java Drake intended to have vifited the Ma- 
laccas, but his company became troublefomc, be¬ 
ing defirous of returning home. On this occafion he 
called to mind the fpcech of Maflcr Fletcher, while 
they remained hopclcfs upon the rock, and, underpre- 
tence of his fpiriting up the people to oppofc him, he 
caufed him, lays our author, “ to be made fall by one 
of his legs w'ith a chain, and a ftaplc knocked fall into 
the hatches, 7 n the forecafile of the fiiip. He called all 
the company together, and then put a lock about one of 
his Icgsj and Drake, fitting crofs-lcgged on a chcfl,and 
a pair of pantofles in his hand, he faid, Francis Fletcher, 
I do here excommunicate thee out of the Church of 
God, and from all the benefits and graces thereof, and 
I renounce thee to the devil and all his angels; and then 
he charged him, upon pain of death, not once to come 
before the mafi; for, if he did, he (wore he fliould be 
hanged, and Drake caufed a pofey to be written, and 
bound about Fletcher’s arm, with charge, that if he took 
it off he fliould then be hanged; the pofey was, Frax- 
cis Fletcher, the falsest knave that liveth.'’ It 
does not, however, appear how long he was obliged to 
wear this pofey as it is called. But Drake was obliged 
to alter his rclblution, and comply with the company’s 
defires. 

On the 25th of March, 1580, he therefore took his 
departure, and, on the 15th of June, they doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope, having then on board his dup 
fifry-feven men, and but three cafks of water. 

On the 12th of July they pafTed the Line, reached the 
coaftof Guinea on the i6th, and on July the 22d ar¬ 
rived at Sierra Leona, after a mod delightful paffagCiJ^j 
which they difeovered how much the Portuguefe ka 
abiifcd the W'orld in their falfe reprefentations oftnc 
horrors and dangers that attended the navigation roun 
the Cape. At Sierra Leona they Raid two days to rc- 
frefli the men, and, having furnifhed themfclves"* 
wood and water for the remainder of the voyage, t ^ 
fet fail for England in high expectation of cnric a*g 
their country, with the fpoils of the Spaniards. . 

On the 11 th of September they made the ifl^**' , 
Fcrara, and, on the third of November, they 
the harbour of Plymouth. In this voyage Drake 

rounded the world, which no Commander in Cme^ ^ 


ever done before; and what> at that time appe* 


;ourfe they 


thing extraordinary, by fleering a weftern o 
had loft a day in their account. . jj|j 

Their fuccefs in this voyage, and theimmenle 
they brpught home, raifed much dTcourfc 35 

the kingdom; fome highly commending, and 











































decrying the principles upon whrch it Mas ac- 

• ^ The former allcdgcd, that this eiiterprize was 
honourable to the Commander w'ho conduced, 
”^d^hecre\v who aflifted in the performance of it, hut 
^ their country; that it w'ould etVabliQi our reputation 
r maritime fkiU JQ foreign nations, and raife a laudable 
f’rit of emulation at home; and that, as to the money, 

nur merchants having fulfered deeply by the trcacheiy 

d villainy of the Spaniards in the new dikovered 
*ountrv', there was nothing more juft than that the na¬ 
tion (hould receive an equivalent by the rcprifals w hich 
Drake and his company, at the hazard of their lives, 
had bravely extorted. 

The other party argued, that Urakc, in fact, was no 
better than a pirate; that, of all others, it Icaft became 
a trading nation to countenant e fuch depredations; that 
the expedition was not only a breach of all our treaties 
with Spain, bur likewife of our old leagues with the 
Houfeof Burgundy; and that the confequcnces MX)uld 
infallibly involve the ^een in a war, by w hich the na¬ 
tion would fiiffer inlinitely more than the riches acquired 
by a fingle (hip could counterbalance. 

Thefe were the fentiments, and thefc the fpecula- 
tions with which the different parries amufed them- 
felvcs forfome time after the arrival of Drake in his na¬ 
tive country. At length, the approbation of the Queen 
determined the difpute; for all acquiefeed in the wif- 
domof their Sovereign. 

Lopez Vaz, a Spaniffi writer, fays, that Drake car¬ 
ried from the coaff of Peru, 866,000 pezoes of filver, 
qualto 866 quintals, equal to 100 pound weight each 
quintal, amounting to 1,139,200 ducats. He alfo car¬ 
ried away 100,000 pezoes of gold, equal to 10 quintals, 
each quintal valued at 1500 Spanifli ducats; a d all 
this over and above the treafure in the ftiip, w hich w as 
not entered, confifting of gold, filver, pearls, precious 
Hones, coined money, and other things of great value. 
He alfo rifled the fhips from the Philippines, laden with 
fpices, filks, velvets, and other rich merchandize, the 
value not known.—By the above account, the filver 
only,at 5s. per oz. amounts to 259,800!. and the gold 
1048,000!. ffcrling. But we have feen a manufeript 
that makes the value of the whole cargo brought home 
by the Golden Hind (for that was the name that Drake 
chofc his flip, the Pelican, (hould be known by) amount 
to8oo,oool. though that which was divided among the 
crew was only 8o,oool. Is it not reafonable then to con¬ 
clude, that the Queen and Council had a confiderable 
(bare of the remainder? 

On the 4th of April, 1581, her Majeffy went to 
Beptford, and dined on board the (hip in w'hich fo 
many Kings had been entertained before; and, after 
oinncr, (he conferred the honour of knighthood on her 
Commander; an honour not to be obtained in thofc 
uays on trivial occalions, but as a reward for (ignal fer- 
>^ark of diffindion was a full declaration 
0 her MajeffyV approbation, (ilenccd Drake’s ene- 
nues, and gavejoy to his friends. She likewife gave di- 
tections for the prefervation of the fliip, that it might 
^ ^^^^'Jment of his own and his country’s glory. 

D I the more to render the fame of 

rake illuftrioiis, was the frequent attempts that had 
moff renowned in their 
the fame; but without fuccefs. In 
Malr CJracca dc Loaifa, a Knight of 

of ^^^^^^r-on of feven Oiips to follow the rout 

though his ftiip returned to Spain, 
lacn! his life, before he arrived at the Ma- 

inderri , idands. Loaifa palled the ftraits, 

nut in/ k South Seas, others 

and of New Spain, and only his own veftel 

and reached the Eaft Indies, where himfclf 

his people peridied. 

whirK fent two lllips to pafs the ftraits, 

bom'‘UMrkaway, and the other returned 
anything. 

^^gal mlT in the (erviceof the crown ofPor- 

’^rial; but, not being able to ffnd 
. returned into the river of Plate. 


Ainericus Vefpulius, a Morcntine, Ironi w hoiii tiie 
iiewworKl received its name, undertook to perferm, in 
thelcrvicc of the crown of Portugal, what Cabot had 
piomifed w’ithout effecl:; bur that vain man was ftiii 
more 1111 fortunate: for he could neither find the ftraits, 
nor the river of Plate. 

Some years after this, the Spaniards equipped a (lout 
fquadron, under the command of Simon de Alcafara; 
but, before they reached the height of the ftraits, the 
crews mutinied, and obliged their Commander to re¬ 
turn. 

Such repeated mifearnage.? difcotiragcd even the 
ableft and boldeft feameii; fo that from this time both 
Spaniards and others dropped all thoughts of emulating 
Magellan, till Drake conceiving his defign, as has al¬ 
ready been faid, concealed it in his breaft till ripe for 
execution. 

Being now advanced to eminence, in 1585 he was 
employed in th^ Queen’s fervice, and fent on an expe-. 
dicionto the Weft Indies as Commander in Chief; and 
having under him Captain Martin h’orbilher, Captain 
Knollys, and other experienced Othcers of the royal 
navy, he took St. Jago, St. Domingo, Carthagena, and 
Sr. .Vuguftin. He returned elated w ith his fuccefs; 
but, as our author fays, not much enriched by the 
plunder. 

In 1587, he w^a.s again employed in an expedition to 
Li(bon, in which Captain Forbiflier alfo bore a part* 
Here they gained intelligence that a confiderable fleet 
w'as affbmblcd in the bay of Cadiz, wath a view to the 
forming an armament for the invalion of England ; he 
immediately repaired to their place of rendezvous, and 
fell upon them at unawares; and, as it h faid, burnt 
i 0,000 tons of fliipping, with all the (lores which they 
were amafling for the intended invafion. 

In their return they fell in w'ith a carrack from the 
Eaft Indies, richly laden, of which they likewife got in- 
rclligcncc in the port of Lifbon. This was the St* 
Philip, of which Linfehoren gives the foll'ow'ino- ac¬ 
count, when this Dutchman was at Goa, the chief ftc- 
tlemcnt of the Portuguefe in the Eaft Indies: There 
came in, he fays, from the ifland of Japan, certain Je- 
fuics, and with them three Princes, being the children 
offo many Kings of that country, wholly apparelled 
like Jefuits, not one of them above the age of 15 years, 
being minded by the perfuafion of the Jefuits to vifit 
Porcingall, and from thence to go to Rome to fee the 
Pope, thereby to procure great profit, privileges, and li¬ 
berties for the miflionaries in that ifland. 

** In 1584, they let fail for Portingallo, and from 
thence travelled into Spain, where, by the King and all 
the SpanilTi nobility, they were with honour received,and 
prefented with many gifts, w hich the Jefuits kept for 
themfclves. 

** Out of Spain, they rode to fee the Pope; that done, 
they travelled throughout Italy, where they were much 
honoured, and prefented with many rich prefents, by 
means of the great report the Jefuits made of them. 

• “ To conclude, they returned to Madrid, where with 
great honour they took their leave of the King, who fur- 
niflicd them with letters of recommendation to the 
Viceroy, and all the Portingall Governors of India; fo 
they went to Lilbon, and there took (liipping in 1586, 
and came to Goa in the (liip called St. Philip^ which 
(hip. in her return to Portingall, was taken by Captain 
Drake, being the firft that was taken coming from the 
Ealt Indies; which the Portuguefe took for an evil fian, 
bccaufe the (hip bore the King’s own name;” both Spain 
and Portugal being at chat time governed by the lame 
Sovereign. 

“ When the Princes and Jefuits of Japan arrived at 
Goa on their return from Europe, they were received, 
adds Linfchoicn, with great rejoicings; for it was verily 
tliought they had all been dead. On their landing they 
were all three apparelled in cloth of gold and filver after 
the Italian manner, being the fame the Italian noblemen 
and gciiLlemen had given them. They came to Goa 
v-ry lively and in high fpirits; and the Jefuits were noc 
a little proud, that through their means.the voyage had 

been 
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been fuccefsfully performed. In Goa they ftaid till the 
monfoon or time of the wind’s fetting in to fail for 
China, and thence to Japan, where, with great triumph 
and wondering of all the people, they were received and 
welcomed home, to the great furtherance of the Je- 
fuits.” 

The St. Philij^, in her voyage to Goa, had been driven 
by llrefs of weather into Mafambique, w'herc flic met 
with the St. Laurence, homeward bound, that had like- 
wife been driven into the fame port difabled, having 
loft her mafts, and received other confidcrable damage, 
by which flie was rendered unferviceable. The St. 
Philip, therefore, as foon as fhe had landed her palTen- 
gers at Goa, returned to Mafambique, and took in the 
lading of the St. Laurence, which enabled her to make 
her voyage to Europe about the iifual time; a circiim- 
ftance fortunate for Drake, as it increafed both his fame 
and his fortune. • 

In 1588, Drake was appointed Vice-Admiral, under 
Charles Lord Effingham Howard, High-Admiral of 
England, to oppofc the fonnidable armada that had for 
three years before been fecretly prepahng in Spain tor 
the invafion of England. In Drake’s letter to lord 
Treafurcr Burleigh, acquainting him with the approach 
of the Spaniards, he concludes vsith this elegant com¬ 
pliment to his fuperior: “ Thar, though the ffrength of 
the enemy out-went report, yet the chearfiilnels and 
courage which the Lord Admiral expreffed gave all who 
had the honour to ferve under him alTurance of vic¬ 
tory a compliment which was the more admired in 
Drake, as in a former letter to the fame Miniffer, in 
which he tells him of his gallant atchievement in the 
port of Cadiz, “ Not refting, faid he, at Lifbon, we 
failed fo clofc to the Spanifo King, that wc finged his 
beard;” a coarfe metaphor, it muff be owned, but 
ftrongly Ghara< 5 ferifl:ic. 

Drake's good fortune ftill accompanied him; for in 
the engagement which afterwards happened on the ar¬ 
rival of the armada, though he committed the greateff 
error that ever Commander was guilty of, by purfuing 
fomc hulks belonging to the Hans Towns for plunder, 
when he was entrufted to carry lights in the night for 
thedire(ff:ionof the Englilh fleet,he miflcd the Admiral; 
yet he was the only Commander who profited moft by 
the deftruClion of the enemy. Lord How'ard, fuppof- 
ing die lights of the Spanifh Admiral to be the lights 
which Drake was ordered to carry, was entangled in the 
very centre of the Spanilh fleet, before he found his 
miffakc; but, fortunately, night favouring his efcape, 
he difengaged himfelf before he was difeovered. This 
blunder was afterwards effaced by the gallant behavi¬ 
our of Drake, than whom no nvan was ever bolder, or 
more determined. We do not, however, find his name 
among the Commanders whom the Lord High Admi¬ 
ral thought proper to thank for- their fervices on that oc- 
cafion. On the 2d of July, fays Strype, Sir Francis^ 
obferving a large Spanilh galleon, commanded by Don 
Pedro de Valdez, who was the reputed projedorof the 
invaflon, floating at a diflance from both fleets, fent his 
pinnace to fummon the Captain to furrender, who at 
firfl: vauntingly fet him at defiance'; but being told it 
was Drake that required him to yield, he immediately 
flruck his colours, and, vilh 46 of his crew, came on 
board the conqueror. In this fhip he found 50,000 du¬ 
cats, with other effects to a much greater amount. 

The next year he was appointed Admiral of a fqua- 
dron fent to place Don Antonio on the throne of Por¬ 
tugal, to which that Prince pretended to have a right. 
“ But, fays Rapin, (whofe account of this expedition 
we (hall follow) as the Queen was extremely frugal, and 
an undertaking againfl: Spain could not but be very cx- 
penfive, fhe fo ordered it, that Drake and Norris rook 
upon them fo be at the charge, in hopes of making 
rhcmfclves amends by the booty they fliould meet with. 
So file only found them fix fliips of war, with a prcfcnc 
of 6o,oooi. with leaye to raife foldicrs and failors for 
the expedition. Drake had already tried the Spaniards 
ih America and in the Channel, and was convinced 
they w’crc more formidable in common opinion than in 
J 


reality; wherefore, joining Sir John Kr. • 
fome other private perfons, they equipped 
embarked 11,000 foldiers and iroo mn.? 

Hollanders having alfo added fome fliips 

lifled, according to Stow, of 146 fail, tranf 
viduallcrs included. Drake commanded 

KT- - .-U- 1.1 r. “t 1^^ 

look 


Norri.s was General of the land forces. 
with them Don Antonio, who hoped, by the aS(i 


of the Englilh to be put in poircffion of his k 
where he pretended to have many friends. 

“ They failed from Plymouth on the i gth f a 
and foon after arrived at the Groyne where 1 
their troops, they aflaulted the lower town and r 
it by ftorm. Then they befieged the upwr toM^ r 
N orris, having advice that the Condc di .^ndntHa 
approaching whth a body of troops to relieve the 
ludden'ly raifed the liege to march againfl him- J 
overtaking him, flew 3000 of his men. This donr?' 
burnt fevcral villages; and, without returning to’th 
fiege, rc-embarked his troops, their principal ddio^ 
being againfl: Portugal. 

“ Whilfl they were failing towards the coaftsof that 
kingdom, they were joined by the Earl of ElTex, with 
feme fliips he had arnied at his ow-n charge, unknown 
ro the C^een. Some days after, they arrived .it Pani, 
cha, a little town in Portugal, and, tiiking it, reftoredi't 
to I.>on Antonio; from thence Norris marched by land 
to Lifbon, Drake promifing to follow with the fleet up 
iheH agus. I'hc army marched 40, miles without op. 
poll:Lon; and encamping before Lifbon, took thefu- 
burbs ef St. Catharine: biir,' as Drake performed not 
his promife, and the army wanted cannon and ammu¬ 
nition, it was rcfolvcd in a council of war to retire. 
This rcfolution w^as taken, bccaiife there was no ap¬ 
pearance that the Portuguefe w^ere inclined to revolt, as 
Don Antonio had expedbed; and alfo, becaufe there 
was no news of the fuccours he had boafted of from 
the King of Morocco. The army marching towards 
the mouth of the Tagus, met Drake, who had taken 
the town of Cafeaes, and excufed himfelf upon the 
impoflibility of performing his promife. Some days 
after, the caftle of Cafeaes furrendering, it was blown 
up; and, to make themfelves amends for the charges 
of the expedition, the Englifli feized fixty velTels laden 
with corn, and all manner of naval ftorcs to equip a 
new fleet againfl England, bclongingto the Hans Towms. 
Then they w'cnt and took Vigo, which was abandoned 
by the inhabitants ; and, firing the town, returned to 
England. This expedition did fome damage to the 
King of Spain, but was of no benefit to Elizabeth; 
and the booty was not fufficiertt to pay for equipping 
the fleet, though Camden fays, they brought home 
150 pieces of heavy cannon, and a great booty. Above 
fix thoufand men pcrillied in this expedition by fick- 
nefs. 

The writers of Drake’s life fay, that Norris griev- 
oufly reproached Drake with breach of his pronlikj 
and charged the mifearriage of the expedition to 
his timidit\\ Indeed, Drake’s good genius feems no^ 
to have forfaken him; and happy, fay the fame wri¬ 
ters, if, having received this firfl check at play, he had 

withdrawn his flake. . . 

As the w-ar with Spain continued, Hawkins an 
Drake, who, as it fhould feem, wanted to continue 
their old game, w’hcre the profits were more, 
danger lels, united their intcrefl to perfuade the Qnrci 
and Council to undertake an effctflual expedition to 1 1 
Well Indies, by which the nation might be 
and the enemy deprived of thofe rcfources by " 
they were enabled to carry on the war. . 

For this purpofe they procured, according to ap j 
twenty-fix of the Queen’s fliips, the 
which, like the former, lecmsto have been 
private adventure; a practice at chat time 
mon, where plunder was to be the reward. 1 ^ 
parations for this expedition, however, as it 
all former enterprizes ro the American 
not be made fo privately, or conduifled jw 

chat the Spaniards found means ro difoo^er 
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dcftination, and prepared themfelves ac- 

places that were to be attacked lay at a great 
Hiftance, it was neceffary togain time, in order to for- 
^fvthcm. It was, therefore, found necellhry to devife 
fome expedient to prevent the failing of that formida¬ 
ble armament, till every thing was in readinefs to op- 
^fe it. Accordingly, it was given out, that a fecond 
Im-afionwas intended againft England; and when the 
Spanifli fleet was ready to fail for America, that had 
been equippii^g under pretence of an invafion, a fham 
rtack was made upon Cornwall, in order to fpread an 


alarm, and give it countenance. 

This had the dcfired effed. It was thought impro¬ 
per to part with fo many flout fhips while the nation 
was threatened; and the expedition was therefore re¬ 
tarded, till the panic had fubfided. 

It was therefore the 28th of Augufl, 1695, before the 
Commanders obtained pcrmifTion to fail; and in the 
mean time the Queen having received advice that the 
plate fleet was fafe arrived in Europe, and that only one 
jliip, which had fprung her mafi:, remained behind, her 
Majefly acquainted them with the intelligence, and ad- 
vifed them to attack Porto Rico, before they piirfued 
their grand enterprizc,by which they might make them- 
felves mafters of the galleon without lofing much time 
in theconquefl:. 

Sir Francis Drake, who w-as not formed to ad in con- 
jund expeditions, had not been long at fea before he 
differed in opinion from his fellow Commander, and 
purfued a projed totally different from the firfl: objed 
of the voyage, in which, how'ever, he was feconded by 
Sir Thomas Bafkerville, Commander of the land forces. 
Thisfeheme was to attack the Canaries in the way to 
America; in which, however, they failed; and fpending 
neceffarily much time in the ifland of Dominica in land¬ 
ing and refrefhing the men, who, being unufed to long 
voyages in hot climates, were many of them unfit to 
proceed,the Spaniards had fo effedually prepared them- 
lelves, that, when the Generals came to adion, they 
found an oppofition very different from what they ex- 
peded; and were foon fenfible, that what they had for¬ 
merly effecled by furprize with a handful of failors, was 
not now to be accompliflied with a whole army of dif- 
ciplined troops. 

Intheir courfe to Porto Rico, one of the fternmofl: 
fhips of the Englifh fleet fell into the hands of five Spa- 
nilhfrigates that had been fent from Spain to convoy 
home the galleon from that port. From this fliip they 
gained the intelligence of the intended attack, the 
confequences of which being forefeen by Sir John 
Hawkins, it threw him into a fudden diforder, of 
which in a few days he died—fome fay, of a broken 
heart. 

They were now, November rz, 1595, before Porto 
Kico, and the lame evening that Sir John Hawkins 
died, as the principal ofticers were at fupper, a cannon- 
fhot Irom the fort pierced the cabin, killed Sir Ni¬ 
cholas Clifford, wounded Captain Stratford, mortally 
wounded Sir Brute Browne, and ftruck the ftool from 
^nder Sir Francis Drake, as he was drinking fuccefs to 
fhe attack. 

The next day, purfuant to a refolution of a council of 
■'jar, a general attack was made upon the fliipping in 
me harbour, but without cficdl. The Spaniards fuf- 
Englifh more; who, finding it im- 
PO'hble to make an impreflion upon the fortifications of 
cha T' "'Cighed anchor, and fleered to Rio de la Ha¬ 
th burned it to the ground: 

performed fome other exploits of the like 
ih*' ftK ^ having landed the troops deftined to crofs 
i ^ ^ to attack Panama, after a fatiguing march 
wirK great fufferers, they returned, 

being able to reach the place. This difap- 
he affeifled Drake, w-ho having, as 

a fufficient force to carry into 
fefted enterprize which he had well-nigh ef- 
fc r" u failors and Symerons fome years be- 
iv'o ° 8 thought of furviving his dif- 


began the difeontent of 
thL to feed upon him. He conce.vcd, 

dit “ '"^'■cilcfs ufurer, compuimg each 

of honno ' “n intereft and return 

Ptopottionable to his great nre- 
He fa?th his former atchifvcmen:s. 

a^e el ft H good « hich he had done in his voy- 

nff** Vi * ^ tfvil he had done cheSpaninrds'afar 

death, andficknefsdid not fo much untie his cloaths, 
as forrow did rend at once the robe of his mortality 

riedin it. 

This account of the manner of Sir Francis Drake’s 
death leems to be authentic, though fome have not 
Icruplcd to mfinuate. that ficknefs had no part in that 
cataflrophe. Be that as it may. Fuller’s reflexions 
upon It deferve to be remembered. Thus^, fays he 
we fee how great fpirits, having mounted to the highcfl 
pitch of performance, afterwards firain and break their 
credit in flrivingtogo beyond it. Or, it may be, God 
oftentimes leaves the brightefi: men in an eclipfe, to 
niew that they do but borrow their lullrc from his re- 
nection. 

Thus we have endeavoured to trace the actions of 
this celebrated navigator from beginning to end. If 
we have withdrawn the veil, which has hitherto covered 
his infirmities, it has been in the purfuit of truth; not 
with a defign to dctra< 5 l frorii his real merit, but to fliew 
his charader in the true light. In the current of fuc¬ 
cefs, even crimes of the deepeft dye arefometimes pa^ 
tronifed even by the public. The adlions which gave 
rife to Drake s popularity, are fuch as a courageous 
leader, with an hundred armed followers, might in 
thefe peaceable times eafily perform, by enterino- the 
cities or towns on the coaft of Britain, in the dead of 
night, cutting the throats of the watch, and all who 
happen to be awake in the ftreets, breaking open and 
plundering houfes, and churches, feizing every thing va- 
, luable that fliould fall into their hands, and, before the 
people could recover from their confiernation, making 
I their cfcape with their booty. Were fuch a company 
mailers of an armed vellel, if there were no fhip of 
force to oppofe them, what fhould hinder their failing 
from place to place, and, provided they could out¬ 
run report," performing the like exploits in every town 
they came toWbuld there beany thing tfuly great in 
this? Or would the man who (hould undertake and exe¬ 
cute an enterprize of fuch a horrid nature, be jufily en¬ 
titled to the name of Hero? If not, what fhall we fay 
of Drake s nocTurnal enterprize on Nombre de Dios; 
of his way-laying the treafurc in the road from Pal 
nama; of his ranging the unarmed coafis of Chili and 
Peru; and of his plundering villages, towns, and fliips 
belonging to a peaceable unfufpeding people^ with 
whom his nation was at peace, and from whom oppo¬ 
fition was not to be dreaded ? What, indeed, did the 
people at that time fay? Thofe who were the fufferers 
cried out loudly againft the plunderer; and Bernar- 
dinedc Mendoza, theSpanifh Ambaffador at the court 
of Qiicen Elizabeth, infiftedthat helhouldbe punifhed 
for his robberies, and that all the money and effebls he 
had feized lliould bereftored; butj if the Queen was a 
private adventurer, as, from Drake’s declaration to his 
followers, and from other inflances of the womanifh 
littleneffes of that Princefs, there is reafon to fufpedi 
What hope was there of jufiice or reftitution from rc- 
monflrance? Indeed, it ferved that avaricious (^een 
for a pretence to fcqtieftcr the treafure w'hich Drakb 
brought home, and to convert, it is probable, the 
greatefl part of it to her ow'n ufe; for, as we have al¬ 
ready fiiewn from good authority above, though the 
whole booty w^as valued at 8oo,goo1. yet only 8o,oooh 
was divided among the plunderers; and Rapin tells us^ 
that fome part of the treafure was afterwards repaid by 
the Queen to Spain. If five had not retained enough 
in her hands, no one will fuppofc, that the Sovereij^i, 
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^ho could caufc the goods of her favourite Leicefler to 
be fet to public fale after his death, for the payment of 
money (he had lent him, would have repaid to Spairl 
from her own coffers the plunder that had been unjuftly 
taken by one of her meaner fubjedfs. 

To dignify avilions, therefore, of the moft infamous 
piracy with the name of great, is to exalt vice, and to 
lubftitute fucccfsful villainy in the place of fubftantial 
virtue. If we view Drake in the light of a courageous 
plunderer, he may vie with the De la Poles, the Black- 
beards, or any of thofe daring difturbers of the times 
in which they lived, who (Iruck a panic wherever they 
roved to commit their ravages: but, confider him as a 
Commander, employed in the defence of his country, 
and wcfliallfee nothing to admire, except his courage. 
In the firft enterprize in which he was engaged, he was 
indeed fuccefsful. The Queen, fufpe(fling an intention 
in Philip of Spain to revenge the injuries his fubjecls 
had received, pitched upon Drake, who had given the 
offence, as the fittefl: man to prevent the confequeuccs. 
He, therefore, as he had done before, attacked the 
enemy by furprize, and fet fire to a dcfencelcfs number 
of tranfports affenibled in the harbour of Cadiz, with¬ 
out a (liip of war to protecfl them, or a gun fired by 
way of oppofition. The accident which afterwards 
threw the rich India (liip in his way,on his return home, 
did him no honour as a Commander, though it gave 
hirn credit as a fortunate adventurer: nor did his be- 
iuviour in the Channel, when, inftead of maintaining 
hispoft, he purfued the Hans merchant (liips, add at 
all to his reputation as a Vice-Admiral. Plis American 
enterprize with Lord Carlifle was attended with no lau¬ 
rels; and the only two enterprizes in vrhich he was em¬ 
ployed in a joint command, he ruined by his perfidy 
a'nd felf-conceit. 

It may, indeed, be urged in Drake’s defence, that it 
was the policy of the Queen his Sovereign, to counte¬ 
nance her fubje( 5 ts in diftrcfiing Spain, and in mortify¬ 
ing the haughty monarch who fat upon the throne; and 
that almoft all the heroes of her active reign, acquired 
their glory by pracfbccs founded on the fame prevailing 
principle. 

This argument in his favour cannot be denied its due 
weight. The expeditions of Sir John Hawkins; of 
Sir Walter Raleigh; of Lord Carlifie; of Sir John 
Norris; of the Earl of Eifex; of Cavendifh ; and, in¬ 
deed, of mod others undertaken againd Spain, were 
prqfcffedly with a view to plunder; and the charges of 
fitting them out were chiefly borne by thofe who were 
to be (liarcrs in the booty: yet, furely, there is a mate¬ 


rial difference between the glory that 
Valour in the field, and fame that-is acquK 
padls to furprize the innocent, and invade ru 
of the peaceable. Property 

Having now feen Drake in two didincf nn- 
view, as a leader of a company of plundercrs^T 
Commander in the royal navy, let us do 
charadcr by viewing him as a mariner 
light he will hardly have his equal. To proi 
age round the globe, and to condua: it witLuLVn?!" 
ance of a linglc manner on board who hadever i 
the Line, Nuno da Silva, the Portuguefe nilo^ 
cepted, was, perhaps, one of the bolded exploit' 
ever man performed. His navigating his fliino' i 
the coaft of Brazil; his carrying tlTcm throws 
draits of Magellan in a fliorter time than any nnf 
has ever done fince; his keeping the fca in a 
for thirty days together; his (kill in navigating thpr^T 
of Chih, Peru and New Spain, wl^re ftS 
fliip had ever failed; his accuracy in difeoverine tU 
track of the Spanifli (hip from the Ead Indies and his 
confummate fagacity in purluing a new courfc home ro 
avoid purfuers; cannot be enough admired or applauded 
His knowledge of the globe is manifed from the firft 
attempt he made to return home by a noithern palTagc- 
a paflage which-he knew would not only fccure him from 
the danger of purfuers, but, were it practicable, would 
open a free intercouife between his nation and the rich 
inhabitants of that opulent country in which he was 
then fituated. Finding himfelf, however, difappointed 
in this dclign, how great was his (iigacity in thedifeo. 
very of an unknown country, wherein to repair his (hip, 
rcfrefli his followers, take in wood and water, and to 
fupply himfelf with every neceflary for the vad voyage 
by fca he was to encounter; and yet, fuch washisknw* 
ledge in making provifion againd every contingency 
that might happen, that he loft but one man by fick- 
nefs during the long run from tfiexoaft of New Spain 
to the Ladroncs, in which Commodore Anfon loft near 
half his crew. Nor is his (kill lefs to be admired inhis 
feiurn from the Lad rones, the moft dangerous nadga- 
tion of any part of ifie known world; for, except the 
accident upon the rock, as has already been related, he 
failed from the Lad rones to Java unembarraflTed; from 
Java to Sierra Leona, on the coaft of Africa, without 
touching at any port, or encountering any difficulty, favc 
from a fcarciiy of water; a thing hardly to be credited, 
and which was never performed by any mariner before 
his time, or fince. 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A NEW, AUTHENTIC, and COMPLETE HISTORY of 


CAPTAIN COOK’S 

Third and Laft VOYAGE 

TO THE 

PACIFIC OCEAN: 

Undertaken, Purfuant to his M A J E S T Y’s Order, 

By the faid C A p T. J A M E S COOK, 

HAVING UNDER HIS COMMAND 

Samuel Clerke, John Gore, and James King, Efquires; 

In his Britannic MAJESTY'S Ships, 

The RESOLUTION and DISCOVERY: 


Being Written in a more pleafing and elegant Stile than any other Work of the Kind; and including all 
the various important Dilcoveries, Fads, Incidents, and Circumftances, related in a fatisfadory Manner, 

CONTAINING 


From the 12th of July 1776, to the 4th of OAober 1780, Inclulive, 

A Period of four Years and nearly three Months : 

And comprehending a great Variety of interefting Particulars, entirely unnoticed in other Narratives, 
and which confequently renders all other Works of this Kind fpurious and incomplete. 

Whfch Voyage was the Lafl, under the Diredion pf that able and much to be lamented Navigator, Captain Cook, 
with the View of making new Difeoveries in the Northern Hcmifphere; and, particularly, in order to afeertain 
thcpradicability of a North-Weft Paftage from Europe to the Eaft Indies, between the Continents of Alia and 
America; and the Pofition, Extent, and Diftance of which, he was likewife to determine. 

TOGETHER WITH 

‘^genuine and copious Account of the Death of the Captains Cook, and Clerke:—Captain Cook having explored 
tneCoaftof America, from 42 deg. 27. min. to 70 deg. 40 min. 57 fee. North latitude, was killed by the Na¬ 
tives of a new difeovered Ifland in the South Sea, on the 14th of February 1779; and was fucceeded by Captain 
Clerke, who died at Sea, of a lingering Illnefs, Auguft the 22nd 1779 ; after which melancholy Events, Captain 
We took the command of tha Refolution, and Mr. King, her firft Lieutenant, was promoted to that of the 
Wcovery: the Whole being (not an Abridgement but an entire original Nan-ative) extra(fted faithfully from the 
Original Journals'of feveral Officers, and Private Papers; and illuftrated with thegreateft Variety of curious and 
jplcndid Copper-Plates, conftfting of Portraits, PerfpeCtive Views, Landfcapes,Hiftorical Pieces, and moftftriking 
^eprefentations of remarkable Events, natural Curiofities, &c. all taken during the Voyage, and now engraved 
ophe moft capital Artifts of this Kingdom; together with all the Maps, Charts, Plans, &c. fliewingthe Tradls 
w the Ships, and relative to Countries now firft difeovered or hitherto but imperfedly known. 


I N T R O D 

are now about to enter a new field for difeo- 
hfnnid *^^^P^t)vcment; no lefsthan to fix the 

continents that form the grand 
'vhich, though feparated to all human ap- 
tronned the Globe: and in order to Ihew the 
the prefent voyage, and to fiirnifh our 
‘•'Ous mends, fubferibers and readers, with an idea 


U C T I O N. 

of the magnitude of the-undertaking, we fhall take a 
curfory view of chat untrodden ground, which former 
enterprizing difeoverers vifited, and whereon the prin¬ 
cipal feenes of their operaiions were exhibited. A 
brief recapitulation of their expeditions, will evince 
plainly, how much we are indebted to thofe intrepid 
naval officers of oar own country, who have extended 

our 
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Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES CO 


P L E T 


oul- acquaintance with the contents of the Globe, 
opened new channels to an incrcafe of knowledge, and 
alforded iis frefh materials, equally intcrefting, as they 
are uncommon, tor the ftudy of human nature in various 
fituations. Columbus and Magellan, two illuflrious 
foreigners, rendered their names immortal, at an early 
period. The former, by a perfeverance, of which there 
was no precedent, very providentially fuitnountcd every 
obftacle that oppofed his progrefs, and aftoniOied Eu¬ 
rope with the produdlion of a New Earth, fince called 
America; w'hilemuch about the fame time the latter, 
infpired by a like (pirit of enterprize, and animated by 
a magnanimity that defpifed danger, opened a pafTage 
to a new fea, to which he gave the name of Pacific. 

In the year 1520, on the 6th of November, Ma¬ 
gellan entered the firaits, that have ever fince been 
called by his name, and on the 27th of the fame month 
beheld the wifiicd for objed of his purfuit, the Great 
Southern Ocean. For one hundred and thirteen days, 
he continued (leering to the north-w'cft, and having in 
that timecrofied the line, he fell in with thofc iflands, 
to which he gave the name of Ladroncs; and proceed¬ 
ing from hence in fcarch of the Maluccas, he found in ' 
his w'ay many little iflands, where he was hofpitably re¬ 
ceived, and vvhere a friendly correfpondence was e(la- 
blidled. 1 hefe iflands were fituated betw-een the La- 
drones, and what are now known by the name of the 
Philippines, in one of which, called Nathan, Magellan, 
with 60 men, encountering a whole army, was firft 
wounded with a poifoned arrow, and then pierced with 
a bearded lance. His little fquadron, now reduced to 
two fliips, and not more then 80 men, departed haflilv 
but one only, the Viaory. returned by the Cape of GockJ 
Hope, and was the Firft Ship that ever went round the 
, world. Other adventurers were not now wanting to 
follow the fteps of this intrepid Navigator. 

Mendamo, another Spaniard 
was fent from Lima, on purpofc for difeovery. He 
fill ed 800 leagues weftward from the coaft of Peru, and 
rcll in with certain iflands in the latitude of 11 deg. 

^ and captain Cook inclines to the opinion, that 
they are the clufter which comprizes what has fince been 
called New Britain, &c. Mendamo was alfo faid to have 
difcovered, in 1575, the ifland of St. Chriftoval, and 
1 Archipelago, called the iflands 

of Solomon, of which great and fmall he counted 20. 

In 1577, Sir Francis Drake, who was the firft Eng- 
lidiman that the ftraits of Magellan, difcovered 

ihcidand of California, which he named New Albion. 
Me alfo difcovered other fmall idands in his route to the 
4dd deg. of N. latitude, but as his (ble view' was to re- 
turn with his booty, he paid no regard to objeSs of lefs 
concern. He arrived in England, by the Cape of Good 
Hope, in the year 1580. To him fucceeded Sir Thomas 
Cavendilh, wholikewife palTcd the ftraits of Magellan 
in 1586, and returned nearly by the fame route pmntcd 
out by his predccedbr, touching at the Ladrones, and 

makingfome ftay at the Philippine ides, of which on 

his return, he gave an entertaining defeription. 

In 1595, the Spaniards, intent more on difeovery than 
plunder, hHed out four fliips, and gave the command 
to Alvaro Mendana de Neyra; whofe difeoveries were 
the Marquclas, Solitary Ifland, and Santa Cruz: but 
nwft of thofe who embarked on this expedition cither 
died rniferably, or were fliipwrecked. One of the fleet 
was afterwards found with all her fails fet, and the peo- 
pie rotten. ^ 

In 1598 Oliver Van Noort pafled the ftraits. He 
made no difeoveries: but in this year the Sebaldine 
Iflands were difcovered by Sebald de Wert, the fame 
known now by the name of Falkland’s Ides. 

, r ^ .^^^^^ndo de C^iros conceived the 

a fouthern continent. He is fup- 
pofed by Mr. Dalryrnple and others, to have been the 
firft into whofe mind the exiftenceof fuch a continent 
had ever entered. On the 21 ft of December he failed 
from Calloa. with two fliips and a tender. Luis Paz de 
Torres was entrufled with the command, and Quiros, 


from zeal for the fuccefs of thTmTrT^ 
tented to ad in the inferior ftation of cc,. 

f^iros, foon after his return, preW j 
to Philip II. of Spain, in which he 


iflands that he h.ad difco’vered, 
ifland of the Virgin Mary, and adjofnin! 4 

parts^of the country called Auftraliu dt" Efn “ " 
in which land were found the bay of Sr Pal^ ''''“Santo 
Jago. •' ‘ «'‘ip and St! 

In 1614 George Spitzbergen, with a ft. . 

of Dutch fliips pafllid the ftraits of 
1615 Schouten and Le Maire, in the UnL “'" 1 « 
and the Hoorn of tio, failed from the'T''^^^°H 
14th of June, profeflcdly for the difeoverv 
rage to the South Sea. Vlie HoorHas bu^^f- 

reening, at King’s ifland, on the coaft of R h'"'”' 
the other left fingly to purfue her vZgf 
S 4 deg- 56 min. they came in fight of an n.w 
which, (having happily pafled it) they gave the"'"®’ 
Stran le Maire. Hiving cJn afL^weatrd ^ 
fouthernmoft point of the American conrinem^A' 
glled that promontory Cape Horn, or iiiorT ni??' 
Hoorn after the town in Holland where the^lT ' 
was firft fecretly concerted; and two iflandsnhifhr 
had pafled, they named Bcrnevelt. They alfo dif'' 
vered ftveral others, and coafled the north lideo/lt; 

In 1642 Abel Tafman failed from Batavia in th- 

Heemfltirk, accompanied by the Zee Haanpinb « i! 
r die .Southern Continent. The 

firft land he made was the eaftern point of New Hoi 
land, fince known by the name of Van Dicnian’s Had' 
Prc^eeding in a high latitude to the eaftward, he fell in 
with the wefternmoft coaft of New Zealand, where the 
greateft part of the crew of the Zee Haan were mur¬ 
dered by the favages of a bay, to which he gave the 
name of Murderer’s Bay, called by our late navigaton; 
f^een Charlotte’s Sound. In his pa%e he fell in with 
tlie ifles of Pylftaert. Amfterdani, Middleburg, .md 
Kotterdam. Then direding his courfe to the N. W. 
he difcovered eighteen or twenty IVnall iflands, in ki- 
[ tude 17 deg. 19 min. S. longitude 201 deg. 35 min. to 
which he gave the name of Prince William’s IHands, 
and Heemlkirk’s Banks. From thence Tafman purfiicd 
his courfe to New Guinea, without diibovcring the fup- 
pofed continent; and returned to Batavia on the 15th 
of June 1643. 

In r 681 Dampier pafTed the Magellanic Straits, and 
in 1699 he made a fecond voyage on difeover}^ which 
was chiefly confined to New Holland, New Guinea, 
New Britain, and the iflands adjacent. In 1703, he 
performed a third voyage, but without making any new 
difeoveries. He was accompanied in this voyage by 
IVIr. Funnel, to whom the circumnavigation of the Globe 
is aferibed. 

In 1721, the Dutch Eaft-India Company, at the in- 
fiance of captain Roggewein, fitted out a refpeclabic 
[ fleet, for the difeovery of that continent, which lay hi¬ 
therto unknown, though believed univcrfally to cxift. 
Three ilout fhips were appointed, and w'crc well pro¬ 
vided for this fcrvice; the Eagle of 36 guns and nr 
men, on board of which embarked Roggewein as 
cornmodore, having under him captain Cofter, an ex¬ 
perienced navigator; the Tienhoven of 28 guns, and 
roo men, of which captain Bowman was commander; 
and the African Galley, commanded by captain Rofen- 
thall. From thefe experienced navigators every thing 
was hoped. They found the ftraits of Magellan ini- 
praiflicablc, and entered the Southern Ocean, after hal¬ 
ing endured a variety of difficulties and hardflups. by 
the ftrait le Maire. Roggewein purfued nearly the fame 
track as Schouten had pointed out, till, veering more to 
the north, he fell in with the iflands at which conim^ 
dore Byron firft landed, and where fomc of the wrec^ 
of the African Galley, as we have mentioned in the nil' 
tory of his voyage, was ablually found. Purfuing t cit 

courfetothe weftward,they difcovered aclu(lcrofilbn»^ 

undoubtedly the fame now called the Friendly 
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COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


rhev crave the name of the Labyrinth, becaufe it 
with diftculry they could clear them. They con- 
.A rhcir courfc towards New Britain, and New 
ruinea* and thence by the way of the Moluccas to 
Indies; and thus ended, like all the former 
one which was expcdred at leaft to have folvcd 
rhcouemon, but, in fad determined nothing: yet they 
ho arcued from the harmony obfervable in the works 
If nature, infifted that fomething was wanting to give 
one mlc of the globe a refemblance to the others while 
ihofcwho rcafoned from experience, pronounced the 
whole Tyfcem the creature of the fertile brain. 

In 1738 Lazier Bouvet was fent by the Eafl India 
Company, upon d ifeovery in the Southern Atlantic Ocean. 
He lailcd from Port TOrient on the 19th of July, on 
board the Eagle, accompanied by the Mary, and on the 
lil c/ January following, it was thought he had difeo- 
Ycrcd land in latitude 54 deg. fouth, longitude ii min. 
ea(h But this having been diligently fought for by cap¬ 
tain Cook, without effed, there is good rcafon to doubt 
if any fuchcxifls; or, if it does, it is too remote from 
any known trad to be of ufe to trade or navigation. 
In 1742 commodore Anfon traverfed the Great Pacific 
Ocean; but he made no difeoveries within the limits of 
GL.r review. 


We come now^ to that interefiing a^ra, w hen the 
fpiritof dif 'ovei^ recovered new firength, under the 
cherifhing influence and munificent encouragement of 
his prel'cnt Majefiy, George III. who having put a pe¬ 
riod to the deftrudive operations of war, he turned 
his attention to cnterpriltes more adapted to the fcafon 
of returning peace. His Majcfty formed the grand de- 
fign of exploring the Southern Hemifph< re; and in the 
profecution of an objed fo well adapted to the views 
of a great commercial people, one voyage followed ano¬ 
ther in clofc fucceflion. 

101764, Captain, now admiral Byron, having undet 
his command the Dolphin and Tamar, paflTed through 
theftraics of Magellan, into the Pacific Ocean; where 
hedifeovered feveral iflands, and returned to England 
in May, 1766. In the month of Augurt following, the 
Dolphin was again fent out under the command or cap¬ 
tain Wallis, with the Swallow floop, commanded by 
captain Carteret. They proceeded together till they 
came to the weft end of the ftraits of Magellan, and in 
fight of the Great South Sea, where they werefeparated. 
Captain Wallis direded his courfe more wefterly than 
any navigator had done before in fo high a latitude; dif- 
covered not Icfs than, fourteen new iflands; and returned 
to England with the Dolphin, in May 1768. His com¬ 
panion captain Carteret kept a different route, made 
other difeoveries, among which was the ftrait between 
New Britain and New Ireland. He returned with the 
Swallow to England, after having encountered innume¬ 
rable difliculties, in March 1769. In the fame year and 
month, commodore Bougainville, having circumnavi¬ 
gated the globe, arrived in France. 

In 1769, the Spaniards fent out a fhip to trace the dif¬ 
eoveries of the Englifli and French commanders, which 
a^rrwed at Otaheitc in 1771. This fhip touched at 
•auer Ifland, but whether fhe returned to New or Old 
jpam remains undecided. In the fame year 1769, the 
■tench alfo fitted out another fliip from the Mauritius, 
nnder the command of captain Kergulen, who, having 
I * a few barren iflands, contented himfelf with 

^"^8 memorials, that were found by Captain 
V diftinguifhed navigator w'as referved 

e honour of being the firft, who from a feries of the 
Ira obiervations, beginning at the weft en- 

nce of the ftrait of Magellan, and carried on with 
perfeverance round Terra del Fuego, through 
conftrudled a chart of the 
Pea of America, from which it will ap- 

^ow be enjoyed by thofe 
Cnl r M l^^^reafter fail round Cape Horn. Captain 
tiirnpri u ^ Plymouth, in Auguft 1768, and re- 
Ynij by the Cape of Good Hope in July 177^- 

co H V circumnavigator performed his fe- 

vl -’yage in the Refolution and Adventure. Thefe 


twb fhips failed from England in July 1772, and re¬ 
turned on the 30th of the fame month, in 1775. 
general objetfl of this and the preceding voyage round 
the W'orld, undertaken by the command of his Majefly, 
was to fearch for unknown tracfls of land that might 
cxift within the bofohi of the immenfe expanfe of ocean 
that occupies the whole fouthern hemifphcrej andipar- 
ticularly, to determine to a certainty, the exiftence or 
non-cxiftence of a Southern Continent: and thefe voy¬ 
ages have facilitated the accefs of fhips into the Pacific 
Ocean, and alfo greatly enlarged ciui* knowledge of its 
contents. Our late navigators, befidcs perfecting many 
of the difeoveries of their predeceffors, have added to 
them a long catalogue of their own. The feveral lands, 
of which any account had been given by the .Spaniards 
or Dutch, have been carefully looked for, and moll: of 
them found, vilited, and accurately furveyed. The 
boafted Tierm Auftralijl del Efpiritu Santo of Quiros, 
as being a part of a fouthern continent, could not ftdnd 
captain Cook's examination, who failed round it, and 
afligned its true pofltion, and moderate bounds, in the 
Archipelago of the New Hebrides. Bougainville did 
no more than difeover, that the hnd here was not con¬ 
nected; but captain Cook found it to be compofed of 
iflands, and explored the whole group. Byron, Wallis, 
and Carteret, had each of them contributed towards in- 
creaflng our knowledge of the amazing profulion of 
iflands that exift in the Pacific Ocean, within the li¬ 
mits of the fouthern tropici but how far that ocean 
reached to the weft, what lands bounded it On that fide, 
and the conneeftion of thofe lands with the difeoveries 
of former navigators, remained abfolutcly unknown, 
till captain Cook decided the queftion,. and brought 
home fiich ample accounts of them and their inhabit¬ 
ants, as have left little more to be done in that part of 
the globe. It was a favourite conjectural opinion among 
geographers, that New Zealand was a part of a foutherii 
continent; but captain Cook's voyage in the Endeavour 
has proved it to be a merefuppofitioii; for he fpent ncaf 
fix months upon its coafts, circumnavigated it com¬ 
pletely, and afeertained its extent and divilions into 
two iflands. Whether New Holland did or did tiOt 
join to New Guinea was another queftion, which cap¬ 
tain Cook decided, by failing between them thn.'Ugh 
Endeavour ftrait. He, therefore, in this part of his 
voyage, has eftabliflicd a facfl of effential fervice tO na* 
vigation, by opening, if not a new, at leaft an unfre¬ 
quented and forgotten communication between the 
^uthem Pacific and Indian cxreans. 'Fo captain Car¬ 
teret we arc indebted fora new difeoverv, in the ftn.'rcfl: 
fenfc of the w^ord. St. George’s channel, through 
which his fhipTounda way, between New Britain and 
New Ireland, is a -itluch better and ftiortcr pafllige, 
whether eaft ward or weftw'ard, than round all the iflar ds 
and lands to the northward. Thus far, therefore, the 
late voyages of our own-countrymen, to difclofe new 
tracks of navigation, and to reform old defe6ts in geo¬ 
graphy, appear to have been profecuted with a fatis- 
faeftory degree of fuccefs. 

But fomething was ftill wanting to complete th^ 
great plan of dilcovery. The utfiioft acceflible extre-* 
mities of the Southern Hcmifphere had been repeatedly 
vifited and furveyed; yet great variety of opinion pre¬ 
vailed concerning the navigable boundaries of our own 
hemifphere; particularly, as to the exiftence, or at leaft: 
as to the practicability of a northern paffagfe be-* 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, cither by fail¬ 
ing caftward, round Afia, or weftward, round North 
America; by which palla^, could it be found, voyj 
ages to the Eaft Indies in general would be much 
(hortened, and, confequently become more profitable, 
than by making the tediotls circuit of the Cape of Good 
Hope. This favourite object of the Englifh as early 
as the fifteenth century, appeared fo certain to the Ca¬ 
bots, that the younger Sebaftian made the original at¬ 
tempt to difeover a N. W. paflage in 1497, which 
ended in the difeovery of Newfoundland, and the La* 
bradore coaft. He returned by the way of Newfound* 
land, bringing home with him two Efquimeaux. Irt 
5 2 ^5/6 
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Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


1576 Sir Martin Forbiflier undertook a fccond expedi¬ 
tion, and found a ftraic on the foutherniofl: point of 
Greenland, but, after repeated trials, he rclinquiflicd his 
hope of feeing the objed he held in contemplation and 
Jiad been purfuing. Sir Humphry Gilbert was morti¬ 
fied with the fame difappointment. Pie coafted along 
the American continent from the 60th degree of nor¬ 
thern latitude, till he fell in with the Gulph of St. Law¬ 
rence; rook poirelTion, in his Sovereign’s name, of that 
land, linee called by the French Canada; and was the 
firft who projeded and promoted the eftablifhment of 
the fiOicry in Newfoundland. Captain John Davis 
made three trials for a pafTage N. W. each of which 
proved unfortunate and iinfuccefsful. In his progrefs 
he paffed the flrait that ftill bears his name, and ad¬ 
vanced as high as the latitude of 66 deg. Mr. PIcnry 
Pludfon, in the year r6io, projeded a new courfc to¬ 
wards the N. VV. w'hich brought him to the mouth of 
the bay that now bears his name. But the adventure 
ended, by the mutiny of his crew, in the tragical death 
of the Captain, and feven of his Tick followers. The 
year following Sir Henry Button undertook the tafk, 
but with no better foccefs than his predecelfor. He 
was followed by James Hall and William Baflin. Hall 
in this fruitlefs expedition fell by the hands of a favage; 
and Baffin who renewed the purfuit in 1615, examined 
a fea that communicates with Davis’s ftrait, which he 
found to be no other than a great bay, and called it 
after his own name: an inlet to the north, in latitude 
78 deg. he called Smith’s found. In 1631 Luke Fox 
made a voyage in fearch of the fame fuppofed paflage, 
hut to as little purpofe as the reft. He was followed 
by Captain James, who, after the moll: elaborate fearch, 
changed his opinion, and declared that no fuch paflage 
exilVed. I'hus our countrymen and the Dutch have 
been equally iinfuccefsful in various attempts to find 
this paflage in an ealtern direeflion. Wood’s failure in 
1676 feemed to havcclofed the long lift of unfortunate 
northern expeditions in that century; and the difeo- 
very, if notabfolutely defpaired of, by having been mified 
fo often, ccafed, for near another century, to be fought 
after: but Mr. Dobbs once more recalled the attention 
of this country to the probability of a N. W. paflage 
through Hudfon’s Bay; in confequcnce of which cap¬ 
tain Middleton was fent out by government in 1741, 
and captains Smith and Moore, by a private fociety, in 
1746, each encouraged by an acfl of parliament paffied 
in the preceding year, that annexed a reward of twenty 
thoufand pounds to the difeovery of a palFagc: how¬ 
ever, they all returned from Hudfon’s Bay with reports 
of their proceedings, that left the attainment of the 
great objcdl in view', at as great a diftance as ever. 

But it was not yet certain, that fuch a paflage might 
not be found on the weftern fide of America; and re- 
fearches of this kind were no longer left to tire folici- 
tation, or to the fubferiptions, of private adventurers; 
{hey engaged royal attention, and, in the prefent reign, 
were warmly promoted by the minifter at the head of 
the naval department: and hence it was, that while 
captain Cook was profecuting his voyage towards the 
South Pole, in 1773, Lord Mulgrave failed with two 
flfips, to determine how far navigation was pradicable 
towards the North Pole. And that nothing might be 
left unattempted, though much had been already done, 
captain Cook, wffiofe profeflional knowledge could only 
be equalled by the perfevering diligence with which he 
had employed it in the courfe of his former refearches, 
was called upon once more to refume, or rather to com¬ 
plete his fur vey of the globe. This brave and expe¬ 
rienced commander might have fpent the remainder of 
his days in the command to which he had been ap¬ 
pointed in Greenwich hofpital; bur he chearfuljy rc- 
linquifticd this honourable ftation, and, in 1766, under- 
rook for the fcrvice of his country another voyage, 
which, in one refpeeft, was lefs fortunate than any for¬ 
mer expeditions, being performed at the expence of the 
precious and moft valuable life of its condudlor. For¬ 
mer circumnavigators had returned to Europe by the 
Cape of Good Hope^ the arduous talk was now af- 
4 


hgned to captain Cook of attempting it 
I the high northern latitudes between Alia and 
He was ordered to proceed to Otahelte or 
iflands, and then having crolTcd the 
Northern Tropic, to hold fuch a courfe as n 
probably give fuccefs to the attempt of 
northern paflage: but that our readers may * 
to judge with preciflon of the great out'lincs nf u 
prefent important voyage; of the variousobiedh ir u 
in view, and how far they have been carried im 
cution, w'C fliall hcreinfert a true copy of the 
tions to captain Cook, from the Commiffioner. fn^ 
cuting the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great n"' 
tain,lrcland,&c. and which in fubftance wcrei.r.i 

« Whereas the carl of Sandwich has litrnified 
his Majefty’spleafure, that an attempt fliould beir.f 
to find out a northern paflage by fca from the Pacifr 
the Atlantic Ocean; and whereas we have in 
^creof, caufed his Majefty's floops Refolmion aiS 
Dilcovery to be fitted, in all refpeas, proper to proced 

upon a voyage for the purpofe above memioned and 

from the experience w e have hud of your abilities and 
good condiidin ) our late voyages, have thought fit to 
intruft you with the condud of the prefent intended 
voyage, and with that view appointed you to coni 
mand the firft mentioned floop. and direded captain 
Gierke, W'ho commands the other, t(J>follow your or- 
ders for liis further proceedings : you are hereby re¬ 
quired and direded to proceed with ihefaidtwo lloops 
dircdly to the Capo of Good Hope, unlefs you W 
judge it ncceffiiry to flop at Madeira, the Cape dc Verd, 
or Canary Iflands, to take in wine for the ufc of their 
companies; in which cafe you arc at liberty lb to do, 
taking care to remain there no longer chan may be ne- 
cefliiry for that purpofe: and on your arrival at the 
Cape of Good Hope, you arc to rcfrefli the Hoops com¬ 
panies with as much provifions and water as can be con¬ 
veniently flowed. 

** If poflible, you arc to leave the Cape of Good Hope 
by the end of Odober,or beginning of November next, 
and proceed to the fouthward in fearch of fome iflands 
faid to have been lately feen by the French, in the lati¬ 
tude 48 deg. fouth, and under, or near the meridian of 
Mauritius. In cafb you And thofe iflands, you arc to 
examine them thoroughly fora good harbour; and upon 
difeovering one, make the ncccflary obfervations to fa¬ 
cilitate the finding it again; as a good port, in that fitu- 
atioii.may hereafter prove very iifeful, although it fliould 
afford little or nothing more than fhcleer, wood, and 
w'accr. You arc nor, however, to fpend too much 
time in looking out for thofe iflands, or in the exami¬ 
nation of them, if found, but to proceed to Otahcite.or 
the Society ifles, (touching at New' Zealand in your way 
thither, if you fliould judge it neceflary and conve¬ 
nient) and taking care to arrive there time enough to 
admit of your givkig the floops companies the retrefh- 
ment they may ftand in need of, before you profecutc 
the farther objccl of thefe inftru(ftions. Upon your 
arrival at Otaheite, or the Society Iflcs, you arc to land 
Omiah at fuch of them as he may choofe, and to leave 
him there. 

“ Yoiiare todiflribuceamong thechiefsofthofeifl^nds 
fuch part of the prefents with which you have been 
fupplied, as you fhall judge proper, referying the re" 
maindcr to diftribute among the natives of the coun¬ 
tries you may difeover in the Northern Hemirphere. 
and having refreflicd the people belonging to the fl^ 
under your command, and taken on board fuch wooo 
and water as they may rcfpedfively ftand in need of.yo 
arc to leave thofe iflands in the beginning of Fcbiuaty» 
or fooncr if you iball judge it neceffary, and 
cced in as direct a courfe as you can to the coaft oD 
Albion, endeavouring to fall in with it in thc latitudc^^ 
45 deg. N. and taking care in your way thither, not 
lofc any time in fearch of nc^w lands or to flop 
you may fall in with, unlefs you find it nccelTary to 
emit your wood and w^tcr. ^ 

You arc alfo in your way thither, fti’i*^^))' 
not to touch upon any part of the Spanifh dominion''^^ 
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turb 

on 


ftern continent of America, unlcfs driven thither 

.^unavoidable accident; in which cafe you are 
o longer there than fhall be abfolutelyncccf- 
loftayn o^^&vcry to give umbrage or of- 

of the inhabitants or fubjeds of his catho- 
And if, in your farther progrefs to the 
hwnrd' as hereafter direded, you find any fubjeds 
"?'!" kuroi)can prince or date upon any part of the 
l l Oil may think proper to vdlit, you are not to dif- 
h them orgive them any juft caufe of offence, but, 
the contrary, to treat them with civility and friend- 

^«ljpon your arrival on the coaft of New Albion, you 
to ^t into the firft convenient port to recruit your 
^^oodand water, and procure refrefhments, and then to 
orocced northward along the coaft, as far as the lati¬ 
tude of 6< deg. or farther, if you are not obftruded by 
lands or ice;"taking care not to lofe any time in ex- 
oloring rivers or inlets, or upon any other account, un¬ 
til you get into the before-mentioned latitude of'65 
dec where we could wifti you to arrive in the month of 
Tune next. When you get that length, you arc very 
carefully to fearch for, and to explore, fiich rivers, or 
inlets i may appear to be of conliderable extent, and 
pointing towards Hudfon's, or Baffin’s Bays, and if, 
from your own obfervations, or from any information 
you may receive from the natives (who, there is rcafon 
to believe are the fame race of people, and fpeak the 
fame lan<Tuage, of which you are furnifhed with a voca- 
biilai7,as the Efquimeaiix) there ftiall appear to be a 
certainty, or even a probability of a water paffage into 
the aforementioned bays, or either of them, you are, in 
fuchcafc.to ufeyour utinoll endeavours to pafs through 
^^ith one or both of the floops, unlcfs you ihall be of 
opinion that the paffage may be effeded. with more cer¬ 
tainty, or with greater probability by fmaller veffcls; 
in which cafe you are to fet up the frames of one or 
both the fmall veffels with which you are provided, 
and, when they are put together, and are properly fitted, 
ftored, and vidualled, you are to difpatch one or both of 
them, under the care of proper officers, with a fufficient 
number of petty officers, men, and boats, in order to 
attempt the faid paffage; with fuch inftrudions for re¬ 
joining you, if they ftiould fail, or for their farther pro¬ 
ceedings, if they ftiould fuccced in the attempt, as you 
fliall judge moft proper. But, ncverthelcfs, if you ftiall 
find it more eligible to purfue any other meafurcs than 
thofe above pointed out, in order to make a difeovery 
of the before-mentioned paffiige (if any fuch there be) 
you arc at liberty; and we leave it to your diferetion, to 
purfue fuch meafurcs accordingly. 

“ But, ffiould you be fatisfied, that there is no paffage 
through the bays, fufficient for the purpofesof naviga¬ 
tion, you arc, at the proper fcafon of the year, to repair 
to the port of St. Peter and St. Paul in Kamtfchatka, 
or wherever elfe you ftiall judge more proper, in order 
to refrefh your people and pafs the winter; and in the 
fpring of the enfuing year, 1778, to proceed from thence 
to the northward, as far as, in your prudence, you may 
think proper, in further fearch of a norch-eaft, or north- 
from the Pacific Ocean into the Atlantic, 
or North Sea: and if, from your owa obfervation, or 
information you may receive, there ftiall appear to 
^ a probability of fuch a paffage, you arc to proceed 
as above directed; and having difeovered fuch a paf- 
tage or failed in the attempt, make the beft of your 
1 * 3 ) back to England, by fuch route as you may think 
t tor the improvement of geography and navigation; 
<^painng to Spithcad with both floops, where they arc 
till further orders. 

of whatever places you may touch in the courfe 

'^tJyage, where accurate obfervations of the na- 
vou nicntioncd have not already been made, 

ohr allow, very carefully to 

lon^‘'^^H ^ ^'ttuation of fuch places, both in latitude and 
V '^^t-iation of the hecdlc; bearings of 
anil height, diretftion, andcourfc of the tides 

depths, and foundings oT the fea; ftioals, 
and alfo to furvey, make ,charts, ayd take 


views of fuch bays, harbours, and different parts of the 

coaft, and to make fuch notations thereon, as may be 
ufeful either to navigation or commerce. You are alfo 
carefully to obferve the nature of the foil, and the pro¬ 
duce thereof; the animals and fowls that inhabit or fre¬ 
quent it; the fifties that are to be found in the rivers 
or upon the coafts, and in what plenty; and, in cafe 
there arc any peculiar to fuch places, to deferibe them 
minutely, and to make as accurate drawings of them as 
you can: and, if you find any metals, minerals, or va¬ 
luable ftoiies, or any extraneous foffils, you are to bring 
home fpccimcns of each ; as alfo of the feeds of fuch 
trees, ftirubs, plants, fruits and grains, peculiar to thofe 
places, as you may be able to colle(fi:, and to tranfmit 
them to our fecretary, that proper experiments and ex¬ 
amination may be made of them. You are likevvife 
to examine the genius, temper, difpofition, and number 
of the natives and inhabitants, w here you find any; 
and to endeavour, by all proper means, to culcivare a 
friendlhip with them, making them prefents of fuch 
trinkets as you may have on board, and they may like 
beft; inviting them to traffic; and ftiewing them every 
kind of civility and regard; but taking care, neverthc- 
lefs, not to fuffer yourfelf to be furprized by them, but 
to be always on your guard againft any accidents. 

" You are alfo, with the confentof the natives, to take 
poffcffion, in the name of the King of Great Britain, of 
convenient fituations infuch countries as you may difeo- 
ver, that have already not been difeovered or vifited by any 
other European power; and to diftribute among the in¬ 
habitants fuch things as will remain as traces and tefti- 
nionies of your having been there; but if you find the 
countries fo difeovered are uninhabited, you arc to take 
poffcftion of them for his Majcfty, by fetting up proper 
marks and inferiptions, as firft difeoverers and poflef- 
fors. 

“ But forafmuch as, in undertakings of this nature, 
fevcral emergencies may arife not to be forefeen, and 
therefore not particularly to be provided for by inftruc- 
tions before-hand; you are, in fuch cafes, to proceed as 
you ftiall judge moft advantageous to the fervice on 
which you are employed: and you are, by all opportu¬ 
nities, to fend to our Secretary, for our information, ac¬ 
counts of your proceedings, and copies of the furveys 
and drawings you Ihall have made; and upon your ar¬ 
rival in England, you are immediately to repair to this 
office, in order to lay before us a full account of your 
proceedings in the whole courfe of your voyage; taking 
care be‘ore you leave the ftoop, to demand from the 
officers and petty officers, the log-bpoks and journals 
they may have kept, and to feal them up for our infpec- 
tion; and enjoining them and the w hole crew, not to 
divulge where they have been, until they have permif- 
fion fo to do: and you arc to dired: captain Gierke to do 
the fame, with refpedt to the officers, petty officers, and 
crew of the Difeovery. 

" Should any accident happen tothcRefolution,in the 
courfe of the voyage, fo as to difable her from proceed¬ 
ing any farther, you are, in fuch cafe, to remove yourfelf 
and her crew into the Difeovery, and to profecute your 
voyage in her; her commander being hereby ftriclly re¬ 
quired to receive you on board, and to obey your or¬ 
ders, the fame, in every refped, as when you were ac¬ 
tually on board the Refolution: and, in cafe of your 
inability, by fickncfs or otherwife, to carry thefe inftruc- 
tions into execution, you are to be careful to leave them 
with the next ofliccr in command, who is hereby re¬ 
quired to execute them in the beft manner he can. 

“ The above Inftrudions were given July the 6th, 
1776, under the hands of the Earl of Sandwich, Lord 
C. Spencer, Sir H. Pallifer; and, by command of their 
Lordlhips, figned Philip Stephens, Secretary of the 
Admiralty/’ 

In order to carry this noble and extenfive plan into 
execution, on February the 14th 177^^, the Refolution 
and Difeovery, having been completely equipped in 
the dock at Deptford, were put into commiftion. Cap¬ 
tain Cook hoifted his pendant on board the former floop; 
and the command of the Difeovery, of three hundred 

tons 
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tons burthen, which had been purchafed into the fer- 

vice, was giveh to captain Clerke, who had been cap¬ 
tain Cook’s fecond Lieutenant, on board the Rcfolu- 
tion, in his fecond voyage round the world. Both 
Blips were well fitted out. and fupplied abundantly with 
every article neceifary for a long voyage: and on the 
8th of June, while they lay in long reach, we had the 
fatisfadion of a vilit from the earl of Sandwich, Sir 
Hugh Pallifcr, and others of the board of Admiralty, 
to examine whether every thing had been completed 
piirfuant to their orders, and to the convenience of 
thofe who were to embark. They honoured captain 
Cook with their company to dinner on that day-, and 
were faluted, on their coming on board, and on their 
going on (bore, w ith feventeen guns and three cheers. 
To convey fome permanent benefit to the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, and of the other iflands which we might 
happen to vifit, his Majefty ordered us a fupply of fome 
ufeful animals, and we took on board a bull, two cows, 
with their calves, and fome (beep; with hay and corn 
for their fupport. We were alfo furnifhed with a fuffi- 
cient quantity of our valuable European garden feeds, 
which might add frcfli fupplies of food to the vegeta¬ 
ble productions of our newly difeovered iflands. We 
had alfoanextenliveaflbrtmcntofiron toolsand trinkets, 
to facilitate a friendly commerce and intcrcourfe with 
the inhabitants of fuch new countries as we might dif- 
cover. W’ith rerpedl to our own wants, nothing w'as re- 
fufed us that might be conducive to health, comfort or 
convenience. Thofe at the head of the naval depart¬ 
ment were equally felicitous to render our voyage of 
public utility; to this end we received a variety of 
aflronomical and nautical inftruments, which the 
Board of Longitude intrufted to captain Cook and Mr, 
King, his fecond Lieutenant; they having engaged to 
fupply the place of a profeifed obfervator. The Board, 
likewife, put into their pofleflion the time-keeper, 
which captain Cook had carried out in his laft voyage, 
and which had performed fo well. It was conftru( 5 ted 
by Mr. Kendal, and was a copy of Mr. Harrifon's, 
Another time-piece, and the fame aflbrtmcnt of agro¬ 
nomical and other inflruments, were put on board the 
Difeovery, for the ufc of Mr. William Bailey, who was 
engaged as an obfervator on board that floop. Though 
fcveral young men, among the fea officers, were capable 
of being employed in conftruding charts,drawing plans, 
and taking views of the coafts, and head-lands, never- 
■thclefs, Mr. Webber was engaged to embark with cap¬ 
tain Ck)ok, for the purpofe of fupplying- the defects of 
written accounts; by taking accurate and mafterly 
drawings of the moft memorable feenes of our tranf- 
aijtions. Mr. Anderfbn, likewife. Surgeon to captain 
Cook, added to his profcflional abilities a great pro¬ 
ficiency in natural hiftory. He had already vifited the 
South Sea iflands in the fame fliip, and enabled the Cap¬ 
tain to enrich his relation of his voyage with ufeful and 
valuable remarks. The vocabularies of the Friendly 
and .Sandwich iflands, and of the natives of Nootka 
had been furniflied to our commander, by this his moll 
ofefuJ aflbeiate, Mr. Anderfon: and a fourth, in which 
the language of the Efquimaux is compared with that of 
the Americans on the oppofitc fide of the continent, 
had been prepared by the Captain himfclf. The con- 
fefled abilities, and great afliduity of Mr. Anderfon, 
in obferving every thing that related either to natural 
hillory, or to manners and language, and the defire that 
captain Cook, on all occafions, fiiewed to have the 
afiiftance pf that gentleman, (lamped a great value on 
his collections. 

The Refolution had the fame appointment of officers 
and men which (he had in her former voyage; and the 
efiablifliment of the Difeovery varied from that of the 
Adventure, in the Angle inflancc of her having no ma- 
fit\e pfiicer on board. This arrangement wa? to be 
finally completed at Plymouth; and on the 9th of July 
we received the party of marines allotted for our voyage. 
And the fupernumerary feamen, occafioned by this rem- 
Torcement being turned over into the Ocean man of 
war, our (everal complements of officers, and the re- 




fpcaive crews of both fiiips, remained as 

the two underwritten lifts. 

I. A LIST of the OFFICERS SPAx/rr* 
PRIVATES, on board the RESOLUtiok 


Captain - - - 

3 Lieutenants 

I Master - - - 
I Boatswain - - 
I Carpenter - - 
I Gunner - - - , 

1 Surgeon - - - 

3 Master’s Mates - 

6 Midshipmen - - . 

2 Surgeon’s Mates 

2 Captain’s Clerks . 
I Master at Arms 

1 Corporal - - 
i Armourer - - 
i Ditto Mate - - 
I Sail Maker - - , 

1 Ditto Mate - - 

3 Boatsw'ain’s Mates 

3 Carpenter’s Ditto 

2 Gunner’s Ditto - 

4 Carpenter’s Crew . 
i Cook - - - - . 
I Ditto Mate - - . 
6 Quarter Masters - 

45 Able Seamen. 


James Cook, 

John Gore, James Kino, 

John 

‘ WillimTi Blij]fh 

• William Ewin. 

• James Clevely. 

Robert Anderfon. 

• William Anderfon 
Roberts, See, 
Hargeft,&c. 

Samwell and Davis. 

4 rf-HoffiandAlex.D;«cr 

• William Collet 

' William Griffiths, 

• W^illiam Hunt. 

• William Price 
William Widdel. 
William Maccril. 

■ Quin, James, and Doyk 

• Barber and Macintofii, 

• Brown and Ramfey. 
Carter, &c. 

Robert Morris. 

Richard Young. 

Wcling, Sec. 


MARINES. 


- Molefworth Philips. 

- Samuel Gibfon. 

- Lediard and Thomas. 

- Michael Portman. 


1 Lieutenant - 

1 Serjeant - - 

2 Corporals - 
i Drummer 

15 Privates. 

Total of the Ship’s Company 113 men. 

II. A LIST of the OFFICERS, SEAMEN, and 
PRIVATES, on Board the DISCOVERY. 


1 Captain - - - 

2 Lieutenants- - - 

I Master - - - - 
I Boatswain - - » 
I Carpenter - - - 
I Gunner - - - - 

1 Surgeon - _ - - 

2 Master’s Mates'- • 
4 Midshipmen - - - 
2 Surgeon’s Mates 

I Captain’s Clerk 
r Master at Arms. 
i Corporal 

i Armourer - - - 
i Ditto Mate. 

I Sail Maker. 

1 Ditto Mate. 

2 Boatswain's Mates. 
2 Carpenter’s Ditto. 

I Gunner’s Ditto. 

4 Carpenter’s Crew. 

I Cook. 

4 Quarter Masters - 
33 Able Seamen. 


Charles Clerke. 
JamesBurney,JohnRickman 
Thomas Edgar. 

Eneas Atkins. 

Peter Reynolds. 

William Peckover. 

John Law. 

Home and Hollingby. 
Alex. Mouati &c. 

Snaggs and Ellis. 

Gregory Banthom. 


Dixon, 


Cox, &c. 


MARINES. 

I Serjeant - - ^ - Lctant. 

I Corporal. 

I Drummer - - - - Hollywell. 

8 Privates. 

Total of the. Ship's Company 8^ 

Tothefe we npay here add Omiah, who, as ^ 
to touch at the Society iflands and Qufttryr 

take his paftage in the Refolution, to his native c 
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cook’s third and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


4«5 


•-rr^olution and Adventure quitted the fmall 

-Liflandof Huaheine, captain Furneaux, who 
the command of the latter, agreed to receive on 
J ^c (h\n a vounff man named Omai, or Omiah, a 
board ni where he was poflcfTcd of fome pro- 

of which he had been deprived by the people of 
u Captain Cook wondered that captain Fiir- 

vould encumber himfelf with this man, who in 
^’^^^nion was not a proper fample of the inhabitants 
hW advantage of 

K r h or acquired rank, nor being eminent in lhape, 

% are much fairer, and, ufually, better behaved, and 
*^/,ntclliecnt,thanthemiddlingclafsofpeople, among 
hL Omiah is to be ranked. CaptamCook, however, 
Cmcc his arrival in England, has been convinced of his 
or- for excepting his complexion (which is undoubt¬ 
edly of a deeper hue than that of the Earees, or gentry, 
^•ho live, as in other countries, a more luxurious life, 
IndareleVsexpofed to the heat of the fun) he doubted 
whether any other of the natives would have given a 
more general fatisfadion by his behaviour among them. 
« Omiah, he obferved, has certainly a very good under- 
flanding, quick parts, and honed principles ; he has a 
futural good behaviour, which renders him acceptable 
to the bed company, and a proper degree of pride, 
which taught him to avoid the fociety of perfons of 
inferior rank. He has pafTions of the fame kind as other 
young men, but has judgment enough not to indulge 
them in any improper manner. I do not imagine that 
he has any diflike to liquor, and if he had fallen into 
company where the perfon who drank the mod, met 
with the mod approbation, I have no doubt, but that he 
would have endeavoured to gain theapplaufe of thofe 
with whom he aflbeiated; but, fortunately for him, he 
perceived that drinking was very little in ufe but among 
the inferior people, and as he was very watchful into 
the manners and conduid of the perfons of rank who 
honoured him with their protedion, he was fober and 
modeft; and I never heard that, during the whole time 
of his day in England, which was tw o years, he ever 
once was difguifed with wine, or ever fhewed an in¬ 
clination to go beyond the driided rules of moderation. 
Soon after his arrival in London, the Earl of Sandwich, 
the firft Lord of the Admiralty, introduced him to h’s 
Majedy at Kew, when he met with a mod gracious re¬ 
ception, and imbibed the dronged impredion of duty 
and gratitude, which I am perfuaded he will preferve to 
thelated moment of his life. During his day in Eng¬ 
land he was carefTcd by many of the principal nobility, 
and did nothing to forfeit the edeem of any one of 
them; but his principal patrons were the earl of Sand¬ 
wich, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solandcr: the fird probably 
thought it a duty of his office to protctfl and counte¬ 
nance an inhabitant of that hofpitable countiy, where 
the wants and didreffes of thofe in his department had 
been alleviated andfupplied in the mod ample manner; 
the others, as a tedimony of their gratitude for the ge¬ 
nerous reception they had met with during their refi- 
dence in his country. But though Omiah lived in the 
midft of amufements during his reddence in England, 
his return to his native country was alw’ays in his 
^oughts; and though he was not impatient to go, now 
me time of his return approached, he was agitated by 
diiferent paffions in turns, and left London with a mix¬ 
ture of regret and fatisfadlion.” In our voyage, when 
IJctalked about England, and about thofe, who, during 
hisltay had honoured him with their proteflion and 
nendlhip, his fpirits were fendbly affeded, and it was 
difficulty he could refrain from tears. But, the 
i^iiiant the converfation turned to his own iflands, his 
^yes began to fparkle with joy. He was deeply im- 
pned with a fenfe of the good treatment he had met 
itn m England, and entertained the higheft ideas of 
and of the people. But the pleafing prof- 
h . n returning home, loaded with what 

c Well knew would be efteemed invaluable treafurcs 
.1 ^he flattering hope which the pofTcflTion of 

^5S^vehim, of attaining to a diftinpiifhcd fupe- 
bis countrymen, were conlideralions that 


operated by degrees, to fupprefs every uncafy fenfation; 
and he feemed to be quite happy when he got on board 
the fliip. By his Majefly, he was fupplied with an 
ample provilion of every article which, during our in- 
tercoiirfe with his country, we had obferved to be in 
any eff imation there, cither as ufeful or ornamental. 
He had, bcfides, received many prefents of the fame 
nature from Lord Sandwich,- Mr. Banks (now Sir 
Jofeph) and feveral other gentlemen and ladies of hii 
acquaintance. In flioit, every method had been em¬ 
ployed, both during his abode in England, and at his 
departure, to make him the inffrument of conveying 
to the inhabitants of the Society Iflands, and others in 
the Pacific Ocean, the moll exalted opinion of Britifh 
greatnefs and gcncrofity. 

Every preparation being now complcared, Captain 
Cook received an order to proceed to Plymouth, and to 
take the Difeo very under his command ; in confequence 
of which, having taken in our guns at the Galleons, on 
the 15th of June 1766, both lliips came to an anchor 
at the Nore; but our frcfli provifions being nearly ex- 
haufled, the Difcovciy weighed next day, in obedience 
to Captain Cook’s order, but the Refolution remained 
at the Nore waiting for her Commander, who was then 
in London. On the 24th, every thing being ready for 
our departure. Captain Cook fet out with Omiah from 
London, at fix o’clock in the morning; by eleven they 
reached Chatham, and after dining with CommifTioncr 
Proby, he very obligingly ordered his yacht to convey 
them to Shcernefs, where the Captain s boat was wait¬ 
ing to take them on board. On the 25th, we made fail 
for the Downs; and came to an anchor there on Wed- 
ncfduy the 26th. Having received our boats on the 
day following, we got again under fail; and on Sunday 
the 30th, at three o’clock, P. M. we anchored in Ply¬ 
mouth-found, where the Difcovciy had arrived only 
three days before. We fainted Admiral Amherfl, 
whofc flag was flying on board the Ocean, and he re¬ 
turned the compliment. On the ill and 2d of July 
w^ were employed in replacing the water and provi¬ 
fions we had expended, and in receiving on board a 
fupply of Port wine. On Saturday the 6th, his majelly’s 
fliips Diamond, Ambufeade, and Unicorn, with a fleet 
of tranfports, confiding of 62 fail, bound to America, 
with the lafl divifion of the Heflian troops, and fome 
horfc, were forced into the found. On the 8th, Captain 
Cook received his inflru( 5 lions, and on the loth the 
proper perfons came on board and paid the officers 
and crew up to the 30th of lafl: month. The petty 
ofliccrs and fcamen received alfo two months wages in 
advance. Such indulgence to the latter is cullomary, 
but the payment of what was due to the fuperior 
officers, was in confidcration of our peculiar fltuation, 
to enable us to defray the cxpence of furnilhing our- 
fclves with neccflarics for a voyage of fuch uncom¬ 
mon duration. 

As to Omiah, he appeared to be quite happy on 
board, nor would he go on fliore, though numbers of 
people were frequently waiting there with the cxpedla- 
tion of feeing him. To the account already given of 
this child of ciiriofity, we fliall add fome traits of his 
charadcr as delineated by Mr. Forllcr, wherein his 
good qualities are fo blended with childiflmcfs and 
folly, that one can hardly think it applicable to the 
fame perfon. “ Omai,” fays Mr. Forfter, has been 
confidered either as remarkably llupid or very intelli¬ 
gent, according to the diftcrent allowances which were 
made by thofe who judged of his abilities. His lan¬ 
guage whioh is dctlitute of every harfli confonant, and 
where every word ends with a vowel, had fo little cx- 
ercifed his organs of fpeech, that they were wholly un¬ 
fit to pronounce the more complicated Englifh found.s; 
and this phyfical, or rather habitual defedt, has bce;i 
too often mifconftriied. Upon his arrival in England, 
he was immediately introduced into general company, 
led to the mod fplcndid entertainments, and prefentfd 
at court amidfl a brilliant circle of the firft nobility. 
He naturally imitated that cafy and elegant politenefs 
which is fo prevalent in all thofe places : he adopted the 
manners, the occupations, and amufements of his epm^ 
5 K. patuons. 
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panions, and gave many proofs of a quick conception 
and lively fancy. Among the inftances of his intelli¬ 
gence, I need only mention his knowledge of the game 
of chefs, in which he has made an amazing proficiency. 
The multiplicity of objedls that crowded upon him, 
prevented his paying due attention to thofe particulars, 
which would have been beneficial to himfelf and his 
countrymen at his return. He was not able to form a 
general comprehenfive view of our whole civilized 
lyftcm, and to abfirad from thence what appeared moll 
rtrikingly ufcful, and applicable to the improvement 
of his country. His fenfes were charmed by beauty, 
fymmetry, harmony, and magnificence; they called aloud 
for gratification, and he was accuftomed to obey their 
voice. The continued round of enjoyments left him 
•no time to think of his future life; and being deftitute 
of the genius of a Tupia, whofe fuperior abilities 
would have enabled him to form a plan for his own 
condudf, his underftanding remained unimproved. 
After having fpent two years in England, his judgment 
was in its infant ftate; and, therefore, when he w'as 
preparing to return, he coveted almoft every thing he 
faw, and particularly that which amufed him by fome 
unexpedled effed. To gratify his puerile fancy, as it 
fhould feem, rather than from any other motives, he 
was indulged with a portable organ, an eledrical ma- I 
chine, a coat of mail, and a fuit of armour.” Such is 


the account, and fuch the charaCferof O.niTT ^ 
by Mr. Forfter,) who left his country and 
tions, to roam he did not know where no 
having no idea of improving the arts, 
commerce of his country, or introducintr „ 
fcience among them. He carried with 
the articles above enumerated, a profufion of i ” 
every thing that can be named, axes, faws chilT i ^ 
carpenters tools of every kind; all forts of 
and Sheffield wares; guns, piftols, cutlaffcs 
and ammunition; needles, pins, fifli-hooks ami ^ 
implements for fport; nets of all forts-'withT^? 
engines, and a lathe for turning. He’had lik y 
cloaths of different colours and diff'erent fabricks i ^ 
and plain ; fome made in the ftyle of his own cou^^ 
and fcveral after our manner. Some of thefe lall K 
^rtered with the petty officers (after he had paff^ 
New Zealand) for red feathers. He was likcwifc fun 
plied plentifully with glafs and china-wares, with beads’ 
and toys, fome of great value; medals of varZ 
metals ; and a watch was prefented to him by a perfon 
of dirtindbon: in ffiort, nothing was withheld from him 
that he required either for trade in his own counm',or 
for curiofity. How he behaved on board, and in wW 
manner he was received on his return home, will be 
feen in the fcquel of the hiftory of our voyage, to which 
we now proceed. 


CHAP. I. 

Departure of the Re/olutiou from Plymouth Sound’—Her paffage to T'eneriffey and reception fie met with there _ The road 

of Santa Cruz dejeribed’—Geographical account of the ijland, and hiftory of the cities of Santa Cruz and Lazum^ 
Airy clmatey agrtculturcy produccy ccmmerccy and inhabitants deferibed-—Her departure from Tenerife for Ibe 
Cape of Good Hope The Difeovery followsy and joins company fome time after her arrival there—The Refok- 
tion m danger near the funken rocks of Bonavifta—Arrives at the Cape of Good Hope—TranfaBions there 
—An account of Mr. Anderfon s journey up the country—Both Jhips leave the CapCy and proceed on their Voym to 
the fouihward. ^ ^ ^ 


A D 1776 morning of the nth of July, 

'' ‘ JL Captain Cook delivered into the hands 
of Mr. Burney, firft lieutenant of the Difeovery, Cap¬ 
tain Clerk’s failing orders ; a copy of which he alfo left 
with the commanding officer of his majefiy's (hips at 
Plymouth, to be delivered to the Captain on his arrival. 

In the afternoon we w'cighcd with the ebb, and got 
out beyond all the (hipping in the found. On Friday 
the 12th, the impatience of the fliip’s company, and 
the notion they had entertained of its being a lucky- 
day, as it w'as the fame the Refolution had fet fail on in 
her former voyage, induced Captain Cook to comply 
with their importunities. Accordingly, at eight o’clock, 
P. M. we (food out of the found, with Omiah on board, 
having a gentle breeze at N. VV. by W. Captain 
Clerk was ordered to follow us with the Difeovery, to 
St. Jaffo, one of the Cape dc Verd I Hands, and if he 
fliould there mifs of us to purfue his courfe diredly for 
the Cape of Good Hope. Soon after we came out of 
the found, the wind came more wefterly, and blew frelh 
which obliged us to ply down the channel; and we 
were not off the Lizard till Sunday the 14th, in the 
evening. On Tuefday the i6th, we obferved in lati¬ 
tude 49 deg. 53 min. 30 fee. N. St. Agnes’s Light- 
houfe bearing at this time N. W. by W. diftant about 
eight miles, and, by our reckoning, fituated in 49 deg. 
57 min. 30 fee. N. and in 6 deg. 20 min. W. longi¬ 
tude. Our readers will be plcafed here to obferve, 
that, in this voyage, we reckon our longitude from the 
meridian of Greenwich, and after paffing to the eaft 
in the South Atlantic, it is carried on eafterly beyond 
the Great Meridian, or 180th degree, to the utmoft ex¬ 
tent of the voyage, and back again to the fame meri¬ 
dian. On the 17th our commander began his judici¬ 
ous operations for preferving the health of his crew; 
for this day the fpare fails were well aired, and the (hip 
was fmoked between decks with gunpowder. On 
Jhnrfday the 18th, we were abreaft of Uffiant, and, by 
4 . 


the Nvatch, found the longitude of the illand to be 
5 deg. 18 min. 37 fee. W. On the 19th, we flood 
wcftw'ard till eight o’clock, A. M. when the wind 
Ihiftcd; upon w hich we tacked and ftretched to the 
fouthward. Soon after we came in fight of nine fail 
of large Hiips, which we fuppofed to be French men 
of war. On Monday the 22nd, we obferved in lati¬ 
tude 44 deg. 6 min. N. longitude 8 deg. 23 min. VV. 
w’hen Cape Ortegal, then in view, bore S. E. halfS. 
diftant four leagues. We had calm weather till the 
afternoon of the 24th, when w'^c paffed Cape Finillerre, 
with a fine gale at N. N. E. By the w'atch, and the 
mean of 41 lunar obfervations, we found the longitude 
of this cape to be 9 deg. 19 min. 12 fee. On Tuefday 
the 30th, finding we wanted a fupply of hay and com, 
for the fubfiftence of our live ftock ofanimals on board, 
Captain Cook determined to touch at Teneriffe, in 
order to procure thofe neceflaries, as well as the ufual 
refreftiments forourfelves. On the 31ft, at fouro’cl^k 
P.M. we faw Teneriffe, made for the eafternpartof it, 
and during the night ftood off and on. 

Thurfday the i ft of Auguft, early in the mornii|fi 
we proceeded round the eaft point of the ifland, to mfi 
S. E. fide, and, about eight o’clock, anchored in me 
road of Santa Cruz, in 23 fathoms w'ater. We moore 
N. E. and S. W. near half a mile from the 
which pofition Punta de Nago bore N. 64 deg. E. 1 ^ 
church of Sc. Francis, which has a remarkable hig 
fteeple, W. S. W. die Pic, S. 65 deg. W. and tW 
S. W. point of the road, on which Hands a ca » 
S. 39 deg. W. In this road w'erc riding one , 
frigate, tw'o French brigantines, an Englilh one, a 
14 fail of the Spanifli nation. We had no ug 
chored than we received a vifit from the mailer 0 
port, who only afkcd the ftiip’s name; and ^ 
retiring. Captain Cook fent an officer alhore, to req 
his permiftion, that we might take in water, P 
chafe other* neceffary articles. This he politely g 
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-officers onboard to compli- 

eJ. raotain on his arrival; who, in the afternoon, 
„,ent tne c h „yjrnor in perfon, accompanied by 
waited up and^ before he returned, befpoke 

foitic ot n ordered a quantity of wine, and 

agreement for a fupply of water, with a 

principal road of Teneriffe is this of Santa 
Jfo^ccountof its capacity, and the goodnefs of 
^ K m It before the town of the fame name, 
i!? ^ rare is obferved in mooring (liips, as the road 
PfendrriyopentotheS. E. and S. winds. We ob- 
that all thofe veflels which lay here at this 
• had four anchors out, and their cables were 
with cafks. By not attending to this laft 
'’“S^larC Und ours Ld fuffered a little. The 
Ser to fupply the ffiipping, and for the ufe of the 
^l-bitants of Santa Cruz is derived from a rivulet that 
'from the hills, which is conveyed into the town 
^ wooden troughs. As thefe troughs were at this 
ime repairing, freffi water was extremely fcarce. For 

heconvenienceof loading and landing goods, at the 

s W part of the road, a (tone pier is run out from the 
town into the fea. It might be naturally concluded, 
from the appearance of the country about Santa Cruz, 
that Teneriffe is a barren fpot: but the following ac¬ 
count of this ifland will prove the contrary: and for 
the entertainment of the curious part of our readers, 
wcfhall prefent them with a relation of a journey up 
the Pike of Teneriffe, including a brief account of the 
weather and produce of the illand. 

The ifland of Teneriffe was anticntly called Nivaria, 
from the fnow that inclofes the neck of the Pike of 
Teyda, like a collar; the name of Teneriffe, or the 
White Mountain, being given it by the natives of 
Palma, in whofc language Tcner fignifies fnow, and 
ifle, white; the fummit of the Pike of Teneriffe being 
always covered with fnow. Point Nago, or Anaga, 
which is the N. £. point of Teneriffe, bears N. W. 
about 16 leagues diffant from the N. W. part of 
Canaria; but from that part of Canaria to the neareft 
part of Teneriffe, the diffance does not exceed 12 
leagues. 

This ifland is nearlv triangular, the three fides being 
almoft equal, and eacn about 36 miles long. In the 
center is the famous Pike of Teneriffe, faid to be the 
higheft mountain in the univerfc, and ffrikes the fpcc- 
tators with amazement, both near and at a diffance. 
This great mountain extends its bafe to Garrachino, 
from whence it is two days and a half’s journey to the 
top; but we Ihall fpeak more particularly of this in the 
fequel. In coming in with Teneriffe, in clear weather, 
the Pike may be eafily difeerned at 120 miles, or 40 
leagues diffance; and in failing from it, at the diffance 
of 150 miles, or 50 leagues, when it refemblcs a thin 
blue vapour, or fmoke, very little darker than the fky. 
Before we lofe fight of this towering mountain, it feems 
a confiderable height above the firmament, though from 
its diffance, and the fpherical figure of the earth, the 
teffof the ifland is funk beneath the horizon, notwith- 
ffanding its being exceedingly high. There are fevcral 
high perpendicular rocks near Punto de Nago; and on 
the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, is the harbour of Santa 
Cruz, the moff frequented part in the Canary iffands. 
The beft road for Ihips is about a mile to the north¬ 
ward: between the middle of the town and fort, or 
fhips may lie fecure from all winds, though the 
is expofed to thofe which blow from the N. E. 
coaftsand S. E. yet thefe winds do not blow fo hard as 
to caufe any confiderable damage above once in the 
of four or five years. However, we learn from 
^bfs, that fome years ago, moff of the fhipping in the 
toad were driven on ffiore by one of thefe gales. Some 
^'^^tffi Ihips were then in the harbour; but the crews 
prudently cutting away their maffs, rode out the fform. 
^ the middle of the town, for the convenience of land- 
IS a mole, built at vaft expence. It runs up to the 
otihwa^, and the outermoff part turns towards the 
™wcver, in mild weather, goods arc landed at 
creek among the rocks, at the diffance of a ffone's caff 


to the fbuthward of the mole, and near the cuftom- 
houfe. In the way from the mole into the town, thcie 
is a fquare fort on the left hand, named St. Philip’s 1 
this is the principal one in the bay. To the northward 
of it are fome forts and batteries mounted with guns, 
the nrioft confiderableof which is named Pafib Alto. 
Near it is a ffeep rocky valley, which begins at the fea 
fhorc, and runs a great way within land. There are 
feveral batteries at the fouth end of the town, and be¬ 
yond them, clofe to the ffiore, is a fort called St. Juan. 
All thefe forts are mounted w ith cannon, and joined to¬ 
gether by a thick ffone wall, which begins near the 
above rocky valley, and continues with little interrup¬ 
tion, to fort St. Juan. This wall is within only breaft 
high, but it is higher on the outffde facing the fea, 
and from thence to the fouthward; the ffiore being na¬ 
turally fenced with rocks, is generally inacceffible. 

Santa Cruz is a large town, and contains feveral 
churches, three convents of friars, an hofpital, and the 
beft conftruCled private buildings of any to be found in 
the Canary iffands. It is indeed the capital of them 
all, for though the epifcopal fee and courts of judica¬ 
ture are in the city of Palmas, in Canaria, the governor- 
general of the iffands always refides in Santa Cruz, 
where a great concourfe of foreigners continually refort, 
on account of its being the center of the trade between 
the Canaiy iffands with Europe and America. The 
number of inhabitants are fuppofed to amount to about 
five or fix thoufand. The water drank by them is con¬ 
veyed into the tow n in open w’ooden troughs, from a 
fpring beyond the above-mentioned valley, and there 
arc pits of water, which ferve for other purpofes, in 
many houfes. Near 12 miles to the fouthward of 
Santa Cruz, and clofe to the fea, there is a cave, with a 
church, or chapel, called our Lady of Candelaria, in 
w hich is a little image of the Virgin Mary, about three 
feet high, holding a green candle in one hand,and in the 
other an infant jefus, who has a gilt bird in each hand* 
This chapel received its name of Candelaria, from its 
being pretended, that on the eve of the purification of 
the Holy Virgin, a great number of lights are conftantly 
feen going in proceffion round the cave, in which the 
image is placed: and they aflert, that in the morning 
drops of wax are fcattcred about the fea ffiore. This 
image is held in the higheff veneration, on account of 
the many miracles it is faid to have performed, and 
her chapel is adorned with fo many ornaments, that it 
is the richeft place in all the feven iffands. At a cer¬ 
tain fcafon of the year, moff of the inhabitants of the 
ifland go thither in pilgrimage, when troops of young 
girls march Tinging, in an agreeable manner, thepraifes 
of the Virgin, and the miraculous deeds the image is 
faid to have performed. 

North-weftward of the ifland is the bay of Adexe, 
or, as it is pronounced, Adehe, where large ffiips may 
anchor. On the N. W. fide is a haven called Garra- 
chica, once the beft port in the ifland; but it was de- 
ffroyed, in 1704, which the natives call the year of the 
earthquakes, and filled up by the rivers of burning 
lava that flowed into it from a volcano; fo that houfes 
are now built w'here ffiips formerly lay at anchor; yet 
veflels come there in the fummer fcafon. The earth¬ 
quake began on the 24th of December; and in the 
fpacc of three hours 29 fhocks were felt. After thi.s 
they became fo violent as to caufe all the houfes to ffiake, 
and oblige the inhabitants to abandon them. The con- 
fternation became univerfal, and the people, with the 
bifliop at their head, made proceffions and public 
prayers in the open fields. On the 3iff: a great light 
was obferved on Manja, towards the White Mountains, 
w'here the earth opening, two volcanoes were formed, 
that threw up fuch heaps of ftones, as to raife two con- 
fidcrable mountains; and the combuftible matter con¬ 
tinually thrown up, kindled in the neighbourhood above 
50 fires. Things remained in this lituation till ihe 5th 
of January, and then the fun w as totally obfeured with 
clouds of fmoke and flame, which continually increaf- 
ing, augmented the confternation and terror of the in¬ 
habitants. Before night, the whole country, for nine 
miles round, was in flames by the flowing of the liquid 
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firCjV.’^th the rapidity of the torrent, into all quarters, 
from another volcano, which had opened by at Icaft 
thirty different vents within the compafs of half a mile. 
The horror of this feene was greatly increafed by the 
^ iolcnce of the (hocks, w hich never once intermitted, 
but by their force entirely overthrew fevcral houfes,and 
(liook others to their very foundations: while the 
wretched inhabitants were again driven defencelefs and 
difmayed into the open fields, where they every mo¬ 
ment expected to be fwallowed up by fome new gulf. 
'I'he noife of the volcano was heard at fea at 20 leagues 
dillance, where the fea (hook with fuch violence as 
alarmed the mariners, who at firfi: thought the fhip had 
(li uck upon the rock. Mean while a torrent of ful- 
phur, and melted ores of different kinds, ru(hed from 
this lafl: volcano towards Guimar, where the houfes and 
public buildings w'ere thrown down by the violence of 
the accompanying (hocks. On the 2nd of February 
another volcano broke out even in the town of Guimar, 
which fwallowed up a large church. Thus from the 
24th of December to the 23d of February, the people 
were conflantly alarmed by continual (liocks of earth¬ 
quakes, and the terrible volcanoes that burft forth in 
dilferent parts. 

'I hc town of Garrachica, is (fill pretty large, and 
contains fcveral churches, and convents of both fexes. 
It has a fmall trade for brandy and wine, which are 
ufually fent from thence in barks, or large open boats, 
to Santa Cruz, or Port Orotava. Strong and durable 
(Ifips are alfo built there, fome of which are upwards of 
three hundred tons burthen. Six miles to the eafiward 
of this place (lands the tow n of Port Orotava, which is 
a good harbour in the fummer feafon, but in the winter, 
(hips are often obliged to (lip their cables and put to 
fea, for fear of being furprized with a N. W. w ind, w hich 
throws in a heavy fea upon this coaff. This is a place 
of confiderable trade, it having flouridied greatly lince 
the dedruclion of the harbour of Garrachica. It 
contains tw'o churches, two convents of friars, two of 
nuns, and fome good private buildings. At each end 
of the town is a black fandy bay; and along the nor- 
themmofl a low (lone w'all, built to prevent the landing 
of an enemy: at the other bay is a fmall caftle, or fort, 
for the fame purpofe, and at the landing place between 
them is a battery of a few cannon: but the furf that 
continually breaks upon the (liore is the beft defence of 
this port. About three miles from hence within land 
is la Villa dc Orotav'a, which is a large town, and con¬ 
tains fevcral churches, and convents, with a number 
of (lately (lone buildings belonging to private perfons. 
A rivulet which runs through themidft of it, refrefhes 
their gardens and orchards, and fupplics the inhabitants 
with water. 

Thccityof St.Chrifiobal de la Lagona, that is, St. 
Chrifiopher of the lake, extends four miles within land 
from Santa Cruz. 1 he road to it from the above town 
is a pretty deep afeent, till within a fmall dillance of 
the city, which is feated in the corner of a plain, about 
four miles in length, and a mile in breadth. This city is 
the capital of the illand, and contains two parifh 
churches, three convents of friars, two of nuns, and 
three hofpitals; tw o of w hich are for the venereal dif- 
cafe, and the other for foundlings. Thejefuits have alfo 
a houfe here, and, befides thefe public (Inidlures, there 
arc many handfome private buildings. The water drank 
by the inhabitants is conveyed in troughs to thccity,from 
the ifiountains fituated to the fouthward of the plain. 
In this city there is not the lead (hew of bufinefs, it 
being chiefly inhabited by the gentry of the ifland, par- 
ticulaj ly the officers of judice, with the judge of the 
Indies, whoprcfides in the India-Houfc, where all affairs 
Eclating to the Wed-India commerce arc conduced. 

I Icre is likewife an office of inquifition fubjed to the 
tribunal of the holy office qf Grand Canaria; yet the 
city appears to a dranger as if dcfolatc and uninhabited; 
forfcldomany onccan befeen inthedreets, and grafs 
grows in the mod frequented places. There is a la¬ 
guna, or lake, behind the city, about half a mile in cir¬ 
cumference, from which the city takes its name. It is 
dry in fummer, but in winter is full of ilagnant water. 

2 


As this City IS fituated on a plain, clcvatedlTlTT 
height above the fea, it is extremely cold in • 
in all feafons expofed to the wind. The roalSl 
from the wedern extremity of this plain ! | 
tanzadeCentejo a large village in the midwaytil!™- 
Santa Cruz and Port Orotava, chiefly inhabited k 
fants and labouring people. Some of the 
fituated at no great diftance from the fea 
mod of them may be fecn; and, ind«d tte 
habitations at a greater diftance from each other'll"" 
nine miles. A large town, called Realojo, is Gtu^ 
the wedern border, and La Rambla on the 
The towns of Orotava, and Port Orotava, dood bet 
them, with a number of detached inhabitants fcan S 
about from the fea diore upwards to the clouds i"" 
beyond which, there are no houfes; yet the cloud?’ 
not higher than the middle didance between the 
and the fummit of the pike. 

The whole ifland continues to rife on all fidcs frnn 
the fea till it terminates in the pike, which, as we havp 
obferved, is in the center. The north fide is the moft 
fertile, and afeends more gradually than the other par 
ticularly a fpace along the (here about three Ica^^ 
broad, bounded on the iidcs by high mountains or ra¬ 
ther clifls; but it rifes upwards from the fea, like a 
hanging garden, till you come within 3 miles of the 
clouds, w'ithout any confiderable intervention of hills 
and valleys. All the fertile ground, within a league 
of the fea, is covered with vines; corn grows in the 
next league; and in the third, fome corn, woods ofchef- 
luits, and many other different forts of trees. Above 
thefe woods are the clouds, which, in fine weather,gene¬ 
rally ilcfcend gradually towards the evening, and reft 
upon thefe woods till the morning, when they rc- 
afeend about a league, and there remain till the fuc- 
ceeding evening. There arc fcveral other towns, and 
many fmall villages befides the towns already men- 
tioned. This ifland is fo populous, that, when the laft 
account was taken, it contained no lefs than 96,000 
perfons, and is fuppofed to contain as many fouls as all 
the reft of the inhabited iflands. 

The city of Laguna, which (lands near a lake, about 
nine miles from the fea, is the principal place in Tcne- 
riftc: it is called by the Spaniards St. Chriftoval de la 
Laguna, and is handfomely built, having two parifh 
churches, and a palace for the governor, w^ho refidcs 
here. 'Fhc aldermen of this city pay a price to the 
king to ferve their offices of magiftrates; but this gives 
them great power over the inhabitants, who are divided 
into three clafTcs, namely, gentlemen, merchants, and 
hulbandmen, or as they are termed by the natives, idlc- 
men, bufy men, and labouring men. The land on each 
fide of the road, leading to Laguna, is, in general, 
rocky, but fome fpots of corn-land are interfperfed here 
and there, and terminated by fmall vineyards on the 
fidcs of the mountains. This city prefents the 
holder with an agreeable profpetft, as it (lands on the 
fide of a hill, and ftrctches its fkirts on the plain 
hind: it is large, compaeft, and populous: thehoufo, 
though not uniform, have a pleafant appearance; 
fidcs the governor’s houfe, and the two parifh churchci, 
here arc two nunneries, four convents, an hofpital, an 
fome chapels, befides many gentlemens houfes. dhe 
convents are thofe of St. Francis, St. Auguftine, • 
Dominic, and St. Diego. The churches have pretj/ 
high fquare ftecples, which top the reft of the 
ings. The ftreets are not regular, yet they arc for 
moft part fpacious, and near the middle of 
a large parade, which has good buildings 
There is a ftrong prifon on one fide of it, near wni 
a large conduit of good water that fupphos a 
town. The inhabitants have many gardens that ar 
round with orange, lime, and other fruit 1 4 

middle of which arc flowers, fallading, &c. and in » 
if the people were curious this way, they 
very pleafant gardens: for the town (lands hign 
the fea, on the brow of a plain that is all open . 
eaft, and has confcqucntly the benefit of the trade 
which blows here, and is commonly 
arc feldom w'anting, at this town, all the 
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'■'i'-'TZfliintr breezes. There is a large plain on 

cooling.f'^’’ , three or four leagues m length, 

tiiebacko road, producing a kindly grafs. 

^‘1 f/i fide is a lake of frelh water; but, being ftag- 
On the yf(.d for cattle: it is about hall a mile m 

nant, it is / 

''aC ant^ni inhabitants of Teneriflc were called 
‘ hnr their origin is not certainly known: they 
^“’" „d the remainder of them flill arc without li- 
^•cre, an lani^udge, which Hill remains among 

of them, bears feme affinity to that of thi 
sr^^Tinffiirbary: it was formerly very guttural, and 
l„ different from that ufed in the other iflands. 
S" lerf^good nature, well made, and had toler- 
Jbecomplexions, but thofe who dwelt "n 'he north 
?• rhe illand were much fairer, and had lighter 
tLn thofe in the South. Thefe people had Ibme 
nnr on of a deitv, and held, that there is a fupreme 
Lcr which th^dilHiigiiiilied by the names otAch^ 
^.rfrecnan, Achoran, and Achaman, which fignify 
L fulfaincr of the heavens and the earth. 1 hey alfo 
^vethe titles of the great, thefublime, the maintamer 
all* hot they did not worfhip idols, nor had any ima¬ 
ges of the deity. They believed that God created 
rhem of eaith and water, and made as many men as 
women, giving them cattle, and every thing necefTary 
for their hjbfiHence; but that afterwards there appearing 
to him too few, he created more; but to thele laft gave 
nothing- and when they prayed to him for flocks of 
flicep, and herds of goats, he bid them go and ferve 
the others, who, in return, would give them food. 
From thefe, they faid, were defeended their fervants. 
They had feme idea of the immortality of the foul, by 
fuppofing the exigence of places for future rewards and 
pumfhmcnts. In particular, they fuppofedthe Pike of 
Tcncriiie to contain hell in its bowels, which they 
termed Echeyda; and gave the name of Guayotta to 


the devil, . j 

In Teneriffe, the weather is the fame as m Grand 
Canaria; but the fea-breeze generally fets in at about 
about ten o’clock in the morning, on thcE. and N. E. 
fides of the ifland, and blows till about five or fix in 
the evening, when it falls calm till midnight. The 
land wind then begins, and continues till feven or eight 
rnthc moming, when it is followed by a calm, which 
lads till thefca breeze returns. In the bay of Santa 
Cruz, and on all the E. fide of the ifland, the fea breeze 
commonly blows at and the land wind at W. On 
thcN. fide, the fea breeze blows at N. E. by E. or N. E. 
and the land wind direcHly oppofite to it; but there is 
noland wind at Point Nago, where the land firctches 
Towards the N. E. far into the fea. At the brow of the 
hill above Santa Cruz, and at the city of Laguna, a frefli 
gale blows from the N. W. all the time of the fea 
breeze, which isoccafioned by the mountains almofl: 
cncompaffing the plain. Thefe being fo exceedingly 
high on the S. fide of it, as to beat back the fea breeze, 
and throw it againfl: the mountains that bound the N. 
fide of the plain, where finding no paffage, it veers to 
theS. E. and there meeting with no refiftance, forces 
its way with great vehemence through the plain; till 
coming to the brow of the above mentioned hill, part 
of the current of air pours down it towards Santa Cruz, 
advancing within a mile and a half of the fea, where 
the true fea breeze checks it; yet there is no regular 
kaor land breeze, on the S. W. coaft, which is lliel- 
tered from the trade or north-cafterly wind by the im- 
Joenfeheight of the pike, which towers above the region 
of the wind: hence on that fide of the ifland,^ there is 
Either an eddy wind at S. W. or a calm. 

This ifland produces nearly the fame vegetables as 
Jnat of Canaria, only there are more vine-yards, and 
CIS corn-land. The wines are ftrong, good, and very 
"v K cfpccially into hot climates, by 

they are generally greatly improved. Formerly 
fl^^ntity of Canary fack was made here, which 
Malvcfie, and we, corruptly, 
^cr them, name Malmfcy, from Malvefia, a town in the 
orca, famous for fuch lufcious wine. In the lafl: cen- 
and ftill later, much of this was imported into 


P-ngland; but of late years they have not made above 
fifty pipes in a fcafon; for they now ufually gather the 
grapes v\ hen green, and make a hard dry wine of them, 
which when about two or three years old, can hardly be 
diflinguifiled from Madeira; but after four years of 
age it becomes fo fweet and mellow as to refcmble the 
wineol Malaga in Spain. This, like all the other Ca¬ 
nary iflands, aflbrds orchilla weed in great plenty^ 
T he dragon tree, aloe, and pine, are natives of Tcne- 
rifib. I'he apricot, peach, and pear-trees, bear twice 
annually. The pregiiada, lemon, and lignar wood^ are 
found here, as arc the cotton-fhrub and coloquintida. 

1 he rofe blow's at Chrifimas: the carnations are large 
and fine, but tulips will not thrive. I hc rocks abound 
with famphirc, the meadows are Covered with clover, 
and the beach produces a broad leaved grafs. About 
fourfcorc ears of wheat fpring from one root, the grains 
of which areas tranfparent as thepureft yellow amber; 
and in a good fcafon one bufliel will produce a hundred 
fold: the barley and maize are not inferior to the 
wheat. 

With rcfpetfl: to the animats, here are plenty of rab¬ 
bets, hogs, wild goats, &c. Quails and partridges are 
larger than thofe in EIngland, and extremely handlbme. 
Wood-pigeons, turtles, and crows, abound in thefpringi 
Several forts of wild fowls refort hither in the winter 
feafon, affording plenty of game to the inhabitants of 
Laguna. The falcons, or rather ftrong hrge hawks, 
which hover over the lake of Laguna, are thus de- 
fcrilicd by a gentleman who lately travelled to thefe 
iflands: ‘M cannot forbear mentioning the haggard fal¬ 
cons that foarever)' evening about this lake. It is very 
good diveidion to fee the negroes fight them with flings; 
for they often fioop, fevcral at a time; and befides, 
they are the beft mettled hawks in the the world, being 
of a larger kind than the Barbary falcon. The viceroy 
being one evening to fee the fport, on the author’s com^ 
mending their ftrength and mettle, aflured him upon 
his honour, that a falcon bred in that ifland, which he 
had formerly fent to the duke of Larma, did at one 
flight, (unlefs fhe refied on any fliip by the way) pafs 
from Andalufia to Tencrilfe, which is two hundred and 
fifty Spanilh leagues, and was taken up half dead, hav¬ 
ing on the vafiels and bells belonging to the duke.'* 

In this ifland fiflics are found in grc?it quantities, 
particularly dolphins, fliarks, meros, lobfters, muflcls* 
periwinkles, the calcas, (which is deemed the befi fiiclU 
fifli in the univerfe) and the cherna, that exceeds in rc- 
lifli any we have in England: here is alfo another fifh 
which is called an cel, though with little propriety, for 
it has feven tails of a fpan king joined to one body and 
one head, which are nearly of the fame length. Silk 
worms thrive exceedingly; and bees profper in the rocks 
and mountains. To this account we fiiall add the fol¬ 
lowing remarks of the ingenious Mr. Anderfon, (one of 
our fliip’s company, and of whom we have already made 
mention) on the natural appearances of Tenerifie, and 
its produdtions; as what he obferved him.felf, or learnt 
by information, about the general fiate of the illand, 
may be of ufe; feeing our readers may hereby be ena-^ 
bled to mark Tome changes that have happened there 
lincethe publication of the above geographical obfer- 
vations, which are chiefly extracted from Mr. Millar’s 
defervedly Much admired New and U.viversal System of 
GEOGR.APFIY. The following arc Mr. Anderfon’s 
own words, and narration. 

While we were Handing in for the land, the weather 
being pcrfedlly clear, wc had an opportunity of feeing 
the celebrated Pike of Teneriffe: but I own, I was 
much difappointed in my expectation with rcfpect to 
its appearance. It is, certainly, far from equalling the 
noble figure of Pico, one of the weftern illcs which I 
have feen; though its perpendicular height may be 
greater. This circumfiance, perhaps, arifes from its 
being furrounded by other very high hills; whereas 
Pico Hands without a rival. 

** Behind the city of Santa Cruz, the country rifes 
gradually, and is of a moderate height. Beyond this, 
to the fouth weftward, it becomes higher, and continues 
to rife toward the Pic, which, from the road, appears 
5 L but 






















but little higher than the furrounding hills. From 
thence it feems to dccrcafe, though not fuddcnly, as far 
as the eye can reach. I'Vom a fuppofition that we 
lliould nor ftay above one day, I was obliged to con- 
trad my excuifions; otherwife I had propofed to vifit 
the top of this famous mountain. To the ealhvard of 
Santa Cruz, the illand appears perfedly barren; Ridges 
of hills run towards the fen; between which ridges are 
deep valleys, terminating at mountains or hills that 
run acrofs, and are higher than the former. Thofe 
that run towards the fea, arc rwarked by impreillons on 
their lidcs, which makes them appear as a fuccellion of 
conic hills, with their tops very rugged. I'hc higher ones 
that run acrofs arc more uniform in their appearance. 

“ In the forenoon of the firll of Augud, after we had 
anchored in the road, 1 went on (horc to one of thefe 
valleys, w ith an intention to reach the top of the re¬ 
moter hills, which feemed covered with woods; but 
time would not allow' me to get farther than their foot. 
After walking about three miles, I found no alteration 
in the appearance of the lower hills; which produce 
great quantities of the Euphorbia Canarienlis. It is 
furprifing that this large fucculcnt plant (liould thrive 
©n fo burnt up a foil. When broken, w'hich is eafily 
done, the quantity of juice is very great; and it might 
be fuppofed that, when dried, it would ftuivel to 
nothing: yet it is a pretty tough, though foft and light 
wood. The people here believe its juice to be focaulUc, 
as to corrode the fkin ; but I convinced them, though 
with much difficulty, to the contrary, by thrufting my 
finger in a plant full of it, without afterwards vviping 
it off. They break down the buflies of the Euphorbia, 
and fuffering them to dry, carry them home for fucL 
1 met w ith nothing clfe growing there, but two or three 
fmall llirubs, and a fi w fig-trees near the bottom of 
the valley. The balis of the hills is a heavy coinpad 
blueifli ftonc, mixed with fome lliining particles; and, 
on the furfacc, large malfcs of red friable earth, or 
(tone, are fcattcrcd about. I alfo found the fiime fub- 
ftance difpofed in a thick ftrata ; and the little earth 
ffrevved here and there, was a blackifh mould. There 
w’crealfo fome pieces of flag; one of which, from its 
weight and fmooth furface, feemed almofl wholly me¬ 
talline. The mouldering {fate of thefe hills is, doubt- 
lefs, owing to the perpetual adion of the fun, which 
calcines their furfacc. This mouldered part being 
afterwards walhed away by the heavy rains, perhaps is 
the caufc of their fides being fo uneven.’ For, as the 
difierent fubllanccs of which they are compofed, arc 
more or lefs eafily affeciied by the fun’s heat, they will 
be carried away in the like proportions. Hence, per¬ 
haps, the tops of the hills, being of the hardefl rock, 
liave dood, while the other parts on a declivity, have 
been dclhoycd. As I have ufually oblcnTd, that the 
tops of moil mountains that arc covered with trees have 
a more uniform appearance, I am inclined to believe, 
that this is owing to their being fliaded. 

The city of Santa Cruz, though not large, is tole¬ 
rably well built. The churches arc not magnificent 
without; but -within are decent, and indiffercmiy or¬ 
namented. They are injfcrior to fome of the churches 
at IVTadcira: but, I imagine, this rather arifes irom the • 
different difpolition of the people, than from their in¬ 
ability to fupport th«n better: for the private houfes, 
and drefs of the Spanilh inhabitants of Santa Ciuz, are 
far preferable to thofe of the Portugueze at Madeira, , 
who, perhaps, are willing to flrip themfclvcs, that they , 
may adorn their churches. 

Almoft facing the ftonc pier, at the landing-place, 
is a handfomc marble column, lately put up, orna¬ 
mented with fome human figures, that do no diferedit 
to the artill, with an infeription in Spanifti, and the 
date, to commemorate the occafion of the erection. 

** Friday the 2nd, in the afternoon, four of us hired ■ 
mules to ride to the city of Laguna, fo called from an 
adjoining lake; about four miles from Santa Cruz. 
We arrived there about lix in the evening, but found 
a fight of it very unable to comj)cnfate for our trouble, 
as the road was very bad, and the mules but indif¬ 
ferent. The place is, indeed, pretty extenfive, but \ 


fcnrccly deferves to be dignified wkh^I- 

city. ‘ne nanii; gf 

“ The difpofition of its ftreets is verv irr , 
fome of them are of a tolerable breadth^ yet 

good houfes. In general, however Lamm ‘“’"t 

in appearance to Santa Cruz, though the hi. 
pared with the former, is but fmall Th 
from Santa Cruz to Laguna runs up a (lernt n'”'*'’’? 
13 very barren; but lower down, we faw fL ? 
and feveral corn-fields. Thefe lall arc burT 
not thrown into ridges, as is pracHced in 
Nor docs It appear that they can raife anv 
without great labour, as the ground is foL?"'i'’'" 
with ftones, that they are obliged to coller?”’^',"* 
them m broad rows, or walls, at fmall 
large hills that run to the S. W. appcaixrf to S 
well furnifiied with trees. Nothing e“e 
notice prefcnted itfelfduring this ex?urf.on, 
few aloe plants in flower, near the fide ot 
and thechearfuincfs of our guides, who amufed usS 
fongs by the way. Moll ol the laborious work in F 
Illand IS performed by mules, horfes bcino m m 
pe .ranee fcarce, and chiefly referved for the tfc of^ 
olheers: I hcy are of a fmall lizc, but well ftail 
and fpintcd. Oxen are alfo employed to drag ^ 
calks alongujwn a clumfy piece of ivoodi and thev 
arc yoked by the head, though it doth not feem that 
this has any peculiar advantage over our method of 
fixing the harnefs on the lliouldcrs. In my walks and 
excurfions 1 faw fome hawks, parrots, the tern or fca 
fwallow, ifa-gulls, partridges, wagtails, fwaliowj. 
martin?, blackbirds, and canary-birds in large fiocks! 
1 here are alfo Jizaids of the common, and another 
fort; fome infccls and locufts ; and three or fourfoits 
of dragon flies. 

» 1 had an opportunity of converfiiig with a fenfiblc 
and well informed gentleman reliding here, and whofe 
veracity 1 liavc not the leaft rcafon to doubt. From 
him 1 learnt fome particulars, which during the fliorc 
flay of three days, did not fall within my own obferva- 
tion. He informed me, that a flirub is common here, 
agreeing,exaaiy with the defeription given by Tournc- 
fort and Linnaeus, ot the tea flirub, as growing in 
China and .Japan, It is reckoned a weed, and he roots 
out thoufands of them every year, from his vineyards# 
1 he Spaniards, however, of the illand, fomctinies ufe 
it as tea, and aferibe to it all the qualities of that im¬ 
ported from China. They alfo give it the name of 
tea i but what is remarkable, they lay it was found here 
when the illand was firft difeovered. Another bota¬ 
nical curiofity, mentioned by him, is what they call 
Pregnada, or impregnated Jemon. It is a perfecl and 
diftin( 5 l lemon, inclofcd within another, difiering from 
the outer one only in being a litrlc more globular. 
The leaves of the tree that produces this fort, arc much 
longer than thofe of the common one; and it was re- 
prefented to me as being crooked, and not equal in 
beauty. From him I learnt alfo, that a certain fort of 
grape growing here, is r.cckoncd an excellent remedy 
inphthifical complaints: and the air and climate, in 
general, are remarkably healthful, and particularly 
adapted to give relief in fuch difeafes. This he en¬ 
deavoured to< account for, by its being always in onr 
pow'er to procure a different temperature oftheair,by 
relidingat ciifftTGnt heights in the ifland; andheex- 
prefied-his furprizc, that the Englifli phylicians Ihould 
never have,thought of fending their confumptive pa¬ 
tients to Tcneriflc, inllcad of Nice or Lilbon. 
muph the tciTij.icratur,c of the air varies here, 1 inylt-h 
could fcn’libly perceive, only in riding from Santa 
up to J-#aguna ; and you may afeend till the cold 
comes intolerable. Fam alfured no perfon can liJI^ 

comfortably wiihin a mile of the pcrpeiulicular heign 

of the Pic, after the month of Auguil. I his agrees 
with Dr. Heberden’s account, who fays, that the 
loaf part of the. mountain, or la pericofa (as it 
which is an eighth part of a league, (or 1980 fee-f 
the top, is covered w'iih fnow the greatefi pnrt 0 

Iheir trade muft be fuppefed very 
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they reckon that 40,00a pipes of wine are 
indeed; lor / . gfcatell part of which is either 

-innuilllV ’ ••'I . j inrrt an<1 Tpnr 


annually ma e^ brandy, and fent 

contumed ' ^000 pipes were 

to the bpan America, while the trade 

«*lf'i' .,.:,„ninterrupted; at prefent it is thought r 
""^5 intitv."—— Our readers will here plcafe 

hjlfthequ n ^y-^ho (o^ggoing account given by Mr. 

In his New Syftcm of Geography, the number 
^■’'hthinnts in Tenerille are computed at no lefs than 
®* *Now' we may reafonably fuppofe, that there 
a confidcrable increafe of population within 
, V vears The quantity of wine annually c6n. 
thefe jo >®ti,j, beverage of at lealt 100,00c 

^“"f-nns muft amount to fcveral thoufand pipes. 1 hen 
•’ a he a vaft expenditure of it. by converlion intc 
Zn 6 v • to produce one pipe of which, five or fix pipes 
f uinV mull be difiilled. An attention to thefe par- 
firnlars will enable every one to judge, that the account 
‘ vp%v Mr Anderlbn of the annual produce of pipes 

^fvLe hasa foundation in truth.-This gentleman 

rocs on to obferve, “ That they make little iilk; and, 
nlfs we reckon the filtering ftones, brought in great 
numbers from Grand Canary, the wine is the only 
confidcrable article of the foreign commerce ofTe- 

None of the race of the family of the Guanches, or 
antient inhabitants, found here when the Spaniards dil- 
covered the Canaries, now remain a difiindt people, 
having intermarried with thcSpanifii fettlcrs ; but their 
dTcciidants are known, from iheir being rcmarkably 
tall large boned, and firong. The men are, in general, 
oVa tawny colour, and the women have a pale coni- 
plexion entirely defiitute of that bloom which dil- 
tingiiiflics our northern beauties. The Spanifli cuftom 
of wearing black clothes continues among them ; but 
the men feem more indifferent about this, and in fomc 
mcafure drefs like the French. In other refpeas, we 
found the inhabitants of Tencrilfe to be a decent and 
very civil people, retaining that grave cafi which dif- 
tin^iilhcs thofe of their country from other European 
nations. Although, concludes Mr. Anderfon, wc do 
not think, that there is a great fimilarity between our 
manners and thofe of the Spaniards, it is worth obferv- 
ing, that Omlah did not think there was much dif¬ 
ference. He only Paid, that they feemed not fo friendly 
as theEnglifli; and that, in their perfons, they ap¬ 
proached thofe of his countrymen.” 

We fliall now', as propofed, proceed to the relation 
of a journey up the Pike of Tcnerilfe, undertaken and 
performed by Mr. Glafs, author of that valuable work, 
entitled, the Hifiory of the Canary Iflands. This gen¬ 
tleman begins his narrative with informing us, that, 
Early in the month of September 1761, at about four 
in the afternoon, he fet out on horfcback, in company 
ifith the iriafter of a fliip to vilic the Pike. They had 
with them a fervant, a muleteer, and a guide j and, 
after afeending above fix miles, arrived towards fun fet 
at the moil difiant habitation from the fca, which is in 
a hollow : here finding an aqueduA of open troughs 
convey water dow n from the head of the hollow, 
their fenants watered the cattle, and filled fome fmall 
barrels to ferve them in their expedition. 

“ The gentlemen here alighted, and w'alking into the 
hollow, found it very plcafant, as it abounded wdth 
many trees of an odoriferous fimell; and fomc fields of 
tt'aiz or Indian corn are near the houfes. On their 
JJiounting again, they travelled for fomc time up a 
jtfep road, and reached the woods and clouds a little 
wfore night. They could not niifs their way, the road 
bfing bounded on both Tides with trees or buflics, 
J^hich were chiefly laurel, favinc, and brufliwood. 
Having travelled about a mile, they came to the 
'^Pper edge of the wood, above the clouds, w'here 
^‘j^hting, they made a fire, and fupped; foon after 
d'^ey laid down to flcep under the bufhes. 
bout halfao hour after ten, the moon Ihining bright, 
mounted again, travelled flowly two hours through 
bad road, rcfembling the ruins of ftone 
Endings fcattcred over the fields. * 


** they had pafled over this road, they came upon 
finall light pumice-fionc, like fhinglcs ,* upon which 
they rode at a pretty good pace for near an hour. The 
air now began to be pretty fiiarp and piercing, and the 
wind blew firong from the fouth-weftward. Their 
guide advifed them to alight here, as the place was 
convenient, and refi till about four or five in the morn- 
I tng. lo thi.s they agreed, and entered the cave, the 
mouth of which was built up to about a rrian’s height, 
to exclude the cold. Near this place were fome dry 
vviihcrcd retamas, the only fiirub or vegetable near the 
cave, and with thefe they made a great fire to warm 
theinfelvcs, and then fell afleep; but were foon awaked 
by an itching occafioned by a cold thin air, want of 
refi, and ficeping in their cloaths. They here pafied 
away their time as w'ell as they could ; but while they 
crept near the fire, one fide was almofi fcorchcd, and 
the other was benumbed with cold. At about five in 
tile morning they mounted again, and travelled llowly 
about a mile; for the road was rather too fieep for 
travelling quick on horfcback,and their beafis were now 

ratiguedf 

" At lafi they came among fomc great loofe rocks, 
where was a kind of cottage built of loofe fioncs, called 
theEnglifli pitching place, probably from fome-of the 
Englilh refiing here on their way to vifit the pike; 
for none take that journey but foreigners and fome 
poor people who earn their bread by gathering brim- 
rtonc. There they alighted again, the remainder of 
their way being too fieep for riding, and left one of 
the fervants to look after the horfes, while they pro¬ 
ceeded on their journey. They walked hard to get 
thcmfelvcs warm; but were foon fatigued by the ficep- 
n^fs of the road, which was loofe and fandy. On their 
reaching the top of this hill, they came to a prodigious 
number of large and loofe fioncs, or rocks, whofe 
furfacGs were flat, and each of them about ten feet 
every May. 

“ This road was lefs fieep than the other; but they 
were obliged to travel a confidcrable w'ay round, to 
leap over the rocks, which were not clofe to each 
other. Among them is a cavern, in which is a well, or 
natural refervoir, into which they defeended by a ladder 
placed there by the poor people for that purpofe. 
This cavern is very fpacious, it being almofi 10 yards 
wide, and twenty in height; but all the bottom, except 
jufi at the foot of the ladder, is covered with water, 
which is about two fathoms deep, and was then frozen 
towards the inner edges of the cave; but when they 
attempted to drink of it, its cxcefiivc coldnefs pre¬ 
vented them. 

yVftcr travelling about a quarter or half a mile upon 
the great rtones, they reached the bottom of the real 
pike or fugar-loaf, which is exceeding fieep, and the 
difficulty of afeending it increafed, and was rendered 
more ficiguing by the ground being loofe and giving 
way under their fee-t; for though this eminence is not 
above half a mile in height, they were obliged to flop 
and take breath near thirty times; and M'hen they at 
lafi reached the top, being quire fpent with fatigue, 
they lay about a quarter of an hour to recover their 
breath, and refi thcmfelves. 

In the morning, when they left the Englifli pitch¬ 
ing place, the fun was juft emerging from the clouds, 
which were fpread under them at a great difiance be¬ 
low', and appeared like the ocean. Above the clouds, 
at a vafi difiance to the north, they perceived fome- 
thing black, which they conjectured to be the top of 
the ifland of Madeira, and, taking the bearings of it by 
a pocket compafs, found it to be exaCtly in the direc-. 
tion of that ifland from Tenerifie, but before they 
reached to the tops of the pike, it difappeared. They 
could neither perceive Lanccrota norFuerteventura from 
this place, they being not high enough to pierce the 
clouds ; tliough they could fee from hence the tops of 
the iflands of Grand Canaria, Hicro, Palma, and Go- 
mcra, which feemed to be quite near. 

« After refiing for fomc time, they began toobfer\*e 
the top of the pike, which is about 140 yards in length, 
and 110 in Breadth. It is hollow, and fiiapcd like an 
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inverted bell. From the edges of this bell, or cauldron 
as it is called by the natives, it is about 40 yards to 
'the bottom, and in many parts of this hollow, they 
obferved fmoke and ftcams of fulphur iiruing forth 
in puffs; and the heat of the g‘Ound in particular 
places was fo great, as to penetrate through the foies of 
their fhoes to the feet. On obferving fome fpots of 
earth, or foft clay, they tried the heat with their fin¬ 
gers, but could not thrufl: them in farther than half an 
inch; for the deeper they went, the hotter it was. 
7 'hey then took their guide's ftalf, and thrufl: it about 
three inches deep into a hole or po; ous place, where 
the fmoke feerned thickeft; and having held it there 
about a minute, drew’ it out, and found it burnt to a 
charcoal. They gathered here many pieces of mofl: 
curious and beautiful brimffone of all colours, par¬ 
ticularly an azure blue, violet, fcarlct, green, and 
yellow. 

** The clouds beneath them, w hich are at a great dif- 
tance, made from hence a very extraordinary appear¬ 
ance: they feemed like the ocean, only the furface was 
not quite fo blue and fmooth, but had the refemblance 
of white wool; and w here this cloudy ocean, as it may 
be called, touched the mountain, it feemed to foam like 
billows breaking on the Ihore. When they afeended 
through the clouds, it was dark; but when they after¬ 
wards mounted again, between ten and eleven o’clock, 
and the moon flione bright, the clouds were then below 
them, and about a mile diffant. 'I'hey then raiftook 
them for the ocean, and wondered at feeing them fo 
near; nor did they difeover their miftake till the fun 
arofe. When they paffed through the clouds, in de- 
feending from the pike, they appeared as a thick feg or 
miff, refembling thofc frequently feen in England; with 
which all the trees of the wood and their cloaths were 
wetted. 

** The air was thin, cold, and piercing on the top of 
the pike, like the fouth-cafterly winds felt in the great 
defart of Africa. In afeending the fugar loaf, which 
is very flcep, their hearts panted and beat violently, and, 
as hath been already obferved, they were obliged to reff 
above thirty times to take breath; and this was probably 
as much ow ing to the thinnefs of the air caufing a dif¬ 
ficulty of refpiration, as to the uncommon fatigue they 
fufl’ered in climbing the hill. Their guide, who was a 
thin, adive old man, w as far from being affeclsd in the 
fame manner*, but climbed up with cafe like a goat; 
for he was one of the poor men who earn their living 
by gathering brimfione in the cauldron and other vol¬ 
canoes, the pike itfelf being no other, though it has 
burned for fome years; for the fugar-loaf is entirely 
compofed of earth mixed with allies and calcined 
fiones, thrown out of the bowels of the earth, and the 
great fquare fioncs before deferibed, were probably 
thrown out of the cauldron, or hollow of the pike, 
when an eruption happened. 

** After they had fun'cyed every thing worthy of no¬ 
tice, they defeended to the place w here their horfes were 
left, which took them up only half an hour, though 
they were about two hours and a half in afeending. It 
w as then about ten in the morning, and the fun flione fo 
exceedingly hot, as to oblige them to flielter in the cot¬ 
tage, and being extremely fatigued, they laid down in 
order to llcep; but were prevented by the cold, which 
was fo intenfe in the fliade, that they were obliged to 
kindle a fire to keep themfelves warm. After this, when 
they had taken fome repofe, they mounted their horfes 
about noon, and defeending by the fame way they went 
up, came to fome pines, fituatcd about two miles above 
the clouds. Between thefe pines and the pike, no herb, 
fhrub, tree, or grafs can grow , except the before-men¬ 
tioned rctamas. 

At about rtvc in the evening they arrived »t Oro- 
tava, not having alighted by the way to Bop, only i Miie- 
times to walk wlicre the road was too Beep for riding. 
'I'he w hole diBance they rode in the five hours fpenr in 
coming dow n from the Englilli pitching-place to Oro - 
sn\a, they coiiipiiccd to be about 15 EngliBi miles, tra¬ 
velling at the rate of three miles an hour. 

“ Our author fuppofes, the perpendicular height of 


theEngliBi pitchingplace to be about four Fn i n 

and adding to that a mile of a perpendi 1 
from thence to the pike, obferves, that 
be about five EngliBi miles, and that he is 
he cannot be iniBakcn in this calculatinn ^ J^*’ 
either way.” But Mr. Glafs may here "If 
miBaken, owing perhaps to bis not ufinir Z ^ 

^neither the A1 

culation; Dr. T. Hebcrdcn mak^Tts' 
the level of the fca, to be rc,'jQ6 EnalifVf* 
fays, that this was confirmed by two fub1-cq„en?'Vr"'' 
vations by himfelf, and another made by Mr 
the Confiil. The Chevalier de Borda, r 

theFrench n-igatc now lying with the Rcfolmitjf 
the road of Santa Cmz, was employed, in cnni.m.v 
with Mr. Varila, a Spanifli gentleman, in makiiat 
nomical obfervations for afeertaining the goinfrof 
time-keepers which they had on board their aim 
chevalier meafured the height of the pike, hut mak« 
tt to beonly .931 1-Vench toires,or 12,340 Englifhfet 
II our readers arc dclirousof more particulars rifncd' 
ing the above fubjeas, they may find them in Sprat's 
Hiftory- of the Royal Society, p. aoo, &c. Hiftory of 
the Canary ifiands by Cdafs, p. 252, &c. PhilofopHcal 
Tranfadions, vol. XLVII. p. 353,&c. and Dr. Forf 
ter’s Obfervations during a voyage round the ivorld 
p. 32.—Proceed we now to the hiBory of our voyage. ’ 
On Sunday, the 4th of AuguB, having taken on 
boaid our water, and other necefiary articles, we weighed 
anchor, and failed from the ifland of Tencrifte with a 
fine frcBi gale at N. E. between this day and the tenth, 
our experienced Commander difeovered his ufual at¬ 
tention and parental care, rcfpecling both the difcipline, 
and health of our company; for in this interval the mari¬ 
ners were excrcifed at the great guns and fmall arms, 
and the Refolutbn was twice frnoaked and cleanfed be¬ 
tween decks. On Saturday the Ioth, at nine o’clock 
P. M. w'e deferied the ifland of BonaviBa, hearings. 
diBant one league; at which time we thoughtourfclvcs 
to have been much farther oB'. We too foon were made 
fcnfibleof our miBake; for after hauling to thceaftward, 
to clear the funken rocks that lie near the S. E. point of 
the ifland, we found ourfelves clofe upon them, and 
barely weathered the breakers. Ourfituation was, for 
a few' minutes, fo very critical and alarming, that cap¬ 
tain Cook would not permit us to found, as by fo doing 
we might have incrcafed the danger, without any pofli- 
bility of leffening it. Having cleared the rocks, wc 
held on a S. S. W. courfc till day break on the nth, 
when we Becred between Bonavifla and Mayo, to the 
w'cBward, with the view of looking into Port Praya 
for the Difeovery, as captain Clerke had been informed 
of our intention to touch at that port, and we knew not 
how' foon he might follow us. Ac one o’clock P. M. 
w’c came in fight of the rocks S. W. of BonaviBa, bear¬ 
ing S. E. diBant three leagues; and on Monday the 
12th, at fix o’clock, A. M. the ific of Mayo bore 
S. S. E. diBant five leagues. We now founded, and 
found ground at 60 fathoms. At eleven one extreme 
of Mayo bore E. by N. and the other S. £. by ‘* 5 * 
this Bation two globular hills appeared near its N* F- 
part; farther on, a large and higher hill; 
two thirds of its length, a linglc one that is peaked. 
We were now at the diBance of three or four miles fmm 
this ifland, at which we faw not thcleaB api^'^t-inceo 
vegetation; nor did any other object prefent itfeir to 
our view, but that lifclcfs brown, fo common m 
wooded countries under the torrid zone. During 0 ^ 
continuance among the Cape de Verde illands, we ^ 
gentle breezes of wind, varying from 
and fome cairns; from whence we may conclude, 
they are either extenfivc enough to break the 
rent of the trade wind, or that they are 
yond its verge, in that fpace where the variable 
found on approaching the line, begin. Ac this ti 
had fultry and hot weather, attended uirc- 

for the moB part the Iky was tinged with a tbicK ' 
nefs, w ithout any tranfparency, a kind of 
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cook’s third and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &;c. 


fncr, and clouds. Indeed, the tropical climates 
tween fog bri^^ht, clear atmofphere, obfervable 

fcMom na ^ wind/blovv; nor docs the fun lliinc with 
•Sfplendor; if it did perhaps its rays, being un- 
“ ^ would occahon an mrupportablc heat 

TmuXet’thfday: as to the nights, they arc often 
" ,;tihh’ clear and ferene. 

'X Tuefday the 13th. at nine o’clock, A M we 
.-XbreaBof I’ortPraya, m the iHand of St. Jago 
Xdiichin former voyages a very particular and fu 1 
a fcr pcion has been given. At this place two Dutch 
rift India Ihips. and a fmall brigantine were at an- 
hnr but the Difeovery not being there, and having 
'vended but a fmall quantity of our water, in our run 
; ^ T.>n^>riirc we did not go in, but flood to the fouth- 
We had loll the N. E. trade wind, the day 
left the Cape de Verd idands; and on Friday 
h ^oth fell in with that which blows from the S. E. 
S then in 2 deg. N. latitude and in 25 deg. W. Ion- 
itude The wind, during this fpace of time, was 
^lollly in the S. VV. quarter. It generally blew a gentle 
hreeze but fometimes tredi, and in fqualls. We had 
few cairns and thofe of fliort continuance. Between 
rhe latitude of 12 deg. and 7 deg. N. the weather was 
vervgloomy, and frequently rainy; which lalt circum- 
(lance was an advantage to us, as we were enabled to 
favc as much water as filled moft of our empty calks. 
Every bad confequence is to be apprehended from thefe 
ntins,and thcclofe fultry weather with which they are 
accompanied. Commandci-s of fhips ought therefore 
carefully to purify the air between decks with fires and 
fniokc, and to oblige the people to change their deaths 
at every opportunities; which prefervatives of health, 
with others mentioned in the two former voyages, were 
conllanrlyufed by captain Cook. On the 14th inflant 
a fire was made in the well, to aif the fhip below: On 
the 15th, the fparc fails were aired upon deck, and a 
fire made to air the fail room: on the 17th cleaned and 
fmoked between decks; and aired the bread room with 
fires: on the 21ft cleaned and fmoked between decks : 
and on the 22nd, the mens bedding was fpread on the 
deck to air. We enjoyed the falutary effeds Of thefe 
precautions in a high degree, having fewer flck than on 
either of captain Cook’s preceding voyages. Our fhip, 
however, was very leaky in all her upper works. The 
fultry weather had opened her feams, that had been 
badly caulked, fo wide,that the rain water paffed through 
as it fell. By the water that came in at the fides of the 
Refolution, the officers in the gun-room were driven 
from their cabins, and fcarcely a man could lie dry in 
his bed. The fails in the fail-room alfo gOt wet, fo 
that, when the weather became favourable to dry therri, 
we found many much damaged, and a great expcnce of 
canvas and of time became necelTary to make therri fer- 
viceable. Asfoonas we had fettled weather, the caulkers 
M'ere employed to repair thefe defects; but the Captain 
'W)uldnoi truft them over the fides of the fliip while we 
wcrcatfea; being always more attentive to the prefer- 
vation of the heal^ and lives of his corftpany, than to 
temporary inconveniences and hardfhips. 

On Sunday, the ifl: of September, in longitude 27 
Qeg. fl min. W. with a fine gale at 9 . E. by S. we 
eroded tlte cojuator; and the afternoon was fpent in per¬ 
forming rite ridiculous ceremony of ducking thofe who 
had not paffed the line before; a cuflom w'c have elfc- 
where deferibed, and therefore think it fufficicnc juft to 
jnencion it in this place. On the 8th wc obferved in 
latitude 8 deg. 57 min. S. a little to the fouthward of 
Auguftine, on the coaft of Brazil; and con- 
c uded, that wc could not now be farther oft* from the 
continent than thirty leagues at moft, and, perhaps not 
lefs, as we had neither foundings, nor any other 
of land. Wc held on our courfe without any rc- 
^^arbble occurrence, till the 6th of Odtober, being 
YttcUy,\vhcn. in latitude 35 deg. 15 min. S. and in 7 
^5 Jtiin. W. longitude, we met with light airs and 
r alternately, tbr three fucceflTve days. Wc had a 
and been vifited by albatrofres, pintadoes. 

Petrels, and we now faw three penguins: in 
^cquenceof which wc founded, but found no ground 


I with a line of 150 fathoms. Wclhot a few birds, one 
of which was a black petrel, about the fize of, and 
nearly refcmbling, a crow. On the Sth, in the cven- 
ing, a bird, which the failors call a noddy, fettled on our 
^!ggjpg*and was taken. It was larger than a common 
Lnglilh blackbird, and nearly of thefahac colour, cxcepi: 
the upper part of the head, which is white. It is web- 
footed, has bhlck legs and a long black bill. It is faid 
thefe birds never venture far from land, yet in dur prcfeiic 
latitude, wc knew of none nearer than Gough’s or Rich¬ 
mond ifland, which could not be at a IcTs diftaned frorii 
us than one hundred leagues: but as the Atlantic ocean^ 
fouthward of this latitude, has been but little frcqiidntcd, 
there may poilibly be itiorc illdnds than we know of. 
It is here to be obferved; that in the night^ we fre¬ 
quently faw the appearance of thofe marine luminous 
animals, mentioned and deferibed in captain Cook’s firl^ 
voyage. Many of them were larger than any we had 
before taken up, and foriurheroiis fometimes, that hun¬ 
dreds were vilible at the fame momcrirl The calm 
weather was fucceedcvl by a frelh gale f rom the N. VV. 
which continued two.days, after w hich wc had variable 
light airs for about 24 hours, when theN. W. wind re¬ 
turned wMth renewed ftrength. 

On ThurfJay the 17th, we cainc in fight of the Cape 
of Good Hope; and on the i8th anchored in Tabid 
Bay, in four fathoms water. Alter having received the 
cuilomary vific from the maftcr attendant and the fur- 
geon, captain Cook fent art olhccr to Baron Pletcenbcrg, 
Lhcgovtrnor,ahd, on his return, wc faluted the garrifo^i 
with 13 guns,who paid us an equal cortiplirncnt. In the 
bay wc found two Frbnch Eaft India ftiips, the one out¬ 
ward,and the Other homeward bound. Oneofthe latter, 
belonging to the fame nation, had parted from*ficr cable, 
and been ftranded about three days before our arrival. 
The crew were laved, but the lliip and cargo were plun¬ 
dered and ftolen by the inhabitants; in extenuation of 
which difgraceful adt, the Dutch endeavoured to lay 
the whole blame on the French Captain, for not ap¬ 
plying in time for a guard, a plea w'hich cannot excul¬ 
pate them, when confidercd as a civilized ftate. 'Fhe 
boat was now ordered out, and captain Cook, attended 
by fomc of his officers, went on fhoire. They waited oii 
the Governor, the Lieutenant-governor or the Fifcah 
and the Commander of the troops, by whom they were 
received with the greateft civility. The Governor, in 
particular, promifed us in the moft polite terms every 
affiftance that the place afforded. Before captain Cook 
returned on board, he ordered bread, meat, vegetables, 
&c. to be provided every day for the ftiip’s company. 
By this time our numerous fubferibers and readers may 
be anxious to know what is become of our confort, the 
Difeovery, whom w'c left at anchor, on the 12th of 
July, in Plymouth Sound, w'aiting for the arrival of her 
commander, Captain Clerke. VVe ftiall therefore, for 
the information of our friends, make a trip to Plymouth, 
and attend the Difeovery in her run to I'able Bay. B\r 
the latter end of July, this fliip being in readinefs, and 
every thing neceffary got on board, captain Clerke gave 
orders to prepare for failing; in confequence of which. 
On the I ft of Auguft w'e weighed, with all fails fet, 
to join the Refolution. While our ftiip was repairing, 
it was obfervable, that thofe w'ho had never been em¬ 
ployed on difeovery before, were more impatient to de¬ 
part, than thdfc who had already experienced the fcvc- 
ritics of a foiithern navigation near and within the 
polar circle. It was diverting enough to liftcn to tlic 
ludicrous rciriferks of thefe laft, on their fref!^ water 
brethren as they tailed them, vvhom they v ':*rurcd ro 
forerel, W'ould, like the Jews in rhcwildernds, be the firft 
to murmur and cry out for rhe leeks and the onions of 
Egypt; intimating thereby, that when thefe r.iw failors 
came among the illands Of ice in the frozen regions, to 
feci the effects of fcanry fare and hard duty, they would 
then be the firft to reperit their impetnofity, and to figh 
for the beef and the beer of tlie land they were now fo 
defirous to leave. 

We proceeded with a brifk gale till the 7th; when in 
fight of Cape Finiftevre the clouds began to darken^ and 
the ocean to fwclf, and to threaten by every appearLi''^ 
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an approaching tempeft. Several fliips were then in 
fight, and we could clearly difeern that they were pre¬ 
paring as well as ourfelves, to meet the fform. For 
twenty-four hours it blowcd and rained incciran'ly; but 
on the 9th a calm fuccccded, which however was not of 
long continuance; for in the evening of the fame day 
it thundered, lightened, and the rain poured down in 
torrents. The drops were fuch as no experienced Tea¬ 
man on board had feen the like. To prevent the effects 
of the lightning, it was thought necelfary to let fall the 
chain from the maft-ficad; a precaution which captain 
Clerke never omitted when there was danger from the 
accumulation of clc<ftrical matter in the atmofpherc to 
be apprehended. On the loth, feeing a (hip to wind¬ 
ward bearing down very fall, and fulpecting her to be 
an American privateer, all hands were ordered to quar¬ 
ters, to be inreadinefs to engage. She proved to be a 
Lifbon trader, who by the violence of the gale the day 
before, had been driven many leagues to the weft ward of 
her courfe, and was in fome difirefs. We fpared her 
thofe things of which Ihc flood mofl: in need, and pur- 
fued our voyage. Nothing remarkable happened till 
the i8Lh, when the fliip’s company were put to fhort al¬ 
lowance of water, and the flill was worked to procure a 
fupply of frefli from the fea. Tins was occafionally 
ufed, and anfvvcred very w ell for fome particular pur- 
|X)fes, but \vas ill relifl-icd by the Tailors for boiling their 
meat. I'hefe precautions were taken left the Refolu- 
tion fliould have left St. Jago, and the Difeovery might 
be obliged to proceed to the Cape, without being able 
to procure a frefh fupply. On the 19th we crofted the 
Tropic of Cancer for the firft time, and, on the 28th, 
came in fight of St Jago, bearing N. W. diftant feven 
leagues. *»We bore away inftantly for the bay, and at 
eight in the morning made land. An officer was fent 
alhore with all fpecd to make enquiry, who brought 
word back, that the Refolution had touched at that 
port; but had haftened her departure, as the rainy fea- 
fon was approaching, and itwasunfafe to remain there 
long during its continuance. The fame reafons that 
had induced the Refolution to proceed were doubly 
preffing upon us. It was now the time when the rainy 
icafon prevails, though w-e had as yet obferved none of 
its approaches. It is generally preceded by a ftrong 
fouthcrly wind, and a great fwell. The fea comes roll¬ 
ing on, and dafhing furioufly againft the rocky fliore, 
caufes a frightful furf. Sometimes tornadoes or furious 
whirlwinds arife near the coaft,and greatly incrcafe the 
danger. For this reafon, from the middle of Auguft 
till the month of November, Port Praya is but little 
frequented. The officer was no fooner returned, and 
the boat hoifted on board, than we made fail with a gen¬ 
tle breeze. 

On the I ft of September a dreadful tempeft arofe, 
by which we every moment expedted to befvvallowed up! 
The thunder and lightning were not more alarming 
than the fliccts of rain, which fell fo heavy as to en¬ 
danger the finking of the {hip, and, at the fame time, 
though in the open day, involved us in a cloud of 
^darknefs, than which nothing could be more horrible: 
providentially the continuance of this tempeft was but 
fiiort:. it began about nine in the morning, and before 
noon the whole atmofphere was perfedtly ferene, and 
not a fpot nor a fhade to be feen to mark the place of 
this elemental conflidt. However in this fliort period, 
ourfufterings nearly kept pace with our apprehenfions! 
having our maJn-top-gallant yard carried away in the 
flings, and the fail frittered in a rhoufand pieces; the 
jib and middle ftay-fails torn clear ofti and the ftiip fo 
ftrained as to make all hands to the pump necclfiiry. 
The afternoon was employed in repairing the damages,* 
and difeharging the water w hich had been fhipped^ as 
well from the heavens, as from the fea. On the three 
days follow'ing, the weather continued fqually with rain; 
but as we approached the line, a calm fucceeded, and 
the fky became ferene; but with a hazinefs and languor, 
as if the current of air, like water upon an equipoife! 
moved only by its own impulfe. Nothing could be 
more tedious and difagrecable than this calm ; but for¬ 
tunately it was of fl^rt continuance. September the 


5 th, at eight m the morning Taw a fail 
had feen fince we palfed Cape FiniHerreon "c 
Spam.. We were at this time intent of 

having hooked a (hark of an cnormourf.ze^ri' «<i 
cers and men were engaged in getting him 
\\ hen he was cut up, there were fix vouno-r? r 
his belly. Thefe w-ere divided among^the offir“ « 
was drefled for the great cabin. 
by thclhips crew, to whom frcdi meat of 
was now become a dainty. The wearh.. ^"’<1 

fine, the Captain ordered the great guns and "“'"8 

to be exercifed. the ftip to be®fmoaC aft” 
dmg to be aired. Thefe laft articles it h, 
tor all neceflary to obferve, were ncvc*r omitrwn 

the whole courfe of the \oyage:XTw& 

W'ould permit; and, they are more particuLuft 
ceifary in crolhng the line, as it has been obferS tr 
the whole woodwork between decks, in this low l, 
tuoe, IS more apt to become mouldy, and the irm t 
ruft. than in higher hititudes. probably ow ing to th ! 
lluggilhncfs m the air that has been already“noti«d 
and tor w Inch nature feems to have provided a remed, 
by the frequent tempefts and tornadoes, to which 
part of the ocean is remarkably fubjeeft. 

On the 17 th, we croffed the Ciiuator. The wc'irlif.r 
being fqually, the ufual ceremony of kecl-hawling the 
filers who hsKl never crofted it before, was omitted 
On the 20th the weather became moderate, when uoon 
examination, the ftarboard main-truftcl-trce was'found 
to be fprung. ^ This day George Harrifon, corporal of 
the marines, fitting carclefsly on the bowfprit, and di- 
verting himfclf with the fporting of the fifties fell 
overboard. He was feen to fall, and the ftiip was in- 
Itantly hove to, and the boats got out with all poftible 
expedition, but he was never again feen to rife. His 
Dutch cap was taken up at the ihip's ftern; and as it 
was known that he could fw im as well as any man on 
board, the boats made a large circuit round the ftiip, 
in hopes to recover him, but in vain. It is remarkable, 
that in Captain Cook’s former voyage, Henry Smock, 
one of the carpenter’s mates, fitting on the fkuttlc, fell 
overboard about the fame place, and ftiared the fame . 
fate. Both thefe were young men, fober, and of good 
characters. Their lofs was regretted by the oriicera, 
and particularly fo by their comrades among the crew. 

It is more than probable that both were inlhniiy 
fwallowed up by the fliarks that conftantly attend the 
Ihips. 

On the ift of Auguft we caught a large ftiark, lo 
feet long, with fevcral young dolphins in her belly. 
Part of the entrails, when cleanfed and drefled, were 
eaten in the great cabbin, and the body given to thofe 
by whom it was caught. When fryed, it is tolerable 
meat; but the fiic is very loathfome. On the i5ch, a 
ftorm arofe, accompanied with thunder and rain. As 
it was not fo violent as thofe we had before experienced, 
it proved more acceptable than alarming, as it fupplied 
the ftiip’s company with a good quantity of frefh water, 
which we caught in blankets, or by other contrivances, 
ever)' one as he could. What was faved by means of 
the awnings was fet apart for the oflieers ufe. On 
the 2oth it blfcvv a hurricane, which obliged us to hand 
the fails, and to lay to under bare poles. On the 2jth 
the florin abated, and the Iky became clear. 1 iiis day 
we obferved a Ihip to the fouthward, which, h>'^ 
courfe, we took for the Refolution; we crouded fad, 
flood after, and foon came up with her. She 
to be a Dutch advice boat, bound to die cape. 0 “ 
the 28th, our people began to look for land; and tnc 
appearance of fome birds which ai e known never to ^ 
from fhore, confirmed them that the extremity of tnc 
African coaft was at no great difiance, Ouraftrono- 
mer, however, was of a difterent opinion, and the even 
proved that he was right. r. 

On the firft of October, when wc had been at 
juft two months, without once letting foot * 

thofe who were unaccuftomcci to long voyages, bi^a 
to put on a very difterent afpect to that they '^ore 
firft fetcing out. They were, indeed, 
forced by the chcarfulncfs and vivacity which * 
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,prevail in almod every countenance except 
ferved F -whence they cc 5 ncluded, that many 
their elapfe before the painful fenfations of a 

^°fea life would be reebmpenfed by the plcafure- 
folitar)- j.j^ey would find when they came on 

U obferved a great variety of fi(h 
to accompany the fhip. feme of which we 
A t noticed before; and we cpuld not but remark 
in this refpeft, between the weftern coafts 
‘fthc old continent, and the weftern coafts of the 
“ ' in the fame latitudes. No fooner had we crofted 
"h "tropic of Cancer, than we were amufed by the 
fnnrtinir ofthe fifties, or more properly, perhaps, by 
‘q unremitting labour in purfuit of their daily food. 
FF ntr generally the ftrft to attract the notice of 
hofe who never have been in tjtffe Teas before, and it 
• curious to attend to their humbcrlcfs windings and 
[?j^in<rs to elude the attacks of the dolphins and bo- 
nitos their declared enemies. Whatever may be the 
d’fif^li of providence in the formation of thefc creatures, 
one^'cannot help coniidcring their cxiffence as a ffate 
of perpetual punifliment. While they remain in the 
water their enemies are near, and though nature has 
given them the power to quit that element, and to Hy 
for refuge to the open air, yet other pcrfccutors arc 
thereal(o in wait for them, no lefe cruel than thofc they 
havecfcaped. Boobies, man of war birds, and other 
fca.fowls, are continually watching to make the fiying- 
fi(h their prey, while the ravenous fliarks are no Icis 
vigilant in making reprifals on the dolphins and bonitos. 
Thus a paflage through the tropical latitudes in this 
Tea, exhibits one continued feene of warfare ; while in 
the ocher fea all is peace and uniform tranquility. 
Thefe refledions occur naturally w'hen the mind, un¬ 
occupied with variety, is difpofed for contemplation. 
On the 4th of November we caught a fhark, leaving 
one tyrant the lefs to vex the ocean. On the 7th, at 
lix in the morning, the man at the maft head called 
out land; and at .eight we could all fee it involved in 
ainifty cloud. It proved to be Table Land, bearing 
S. \V. at the diftance of about ro leagues, which in¬ 
duced us to change our courfe from E. S. E. to S. S. 
W. On the loth we entered Table Bay, and on the 
nth came to an anchor in lix fathoms water, where, 
to our great joy, we found the Rclblu cion, on board of 
which our journalift reimbarked, and thus continues the 
hiftory of her voyage. 

On Tuefday the 22d of Odober, we fixed our tents 
and obfervatory; and on the 23d began to obferve equal 
altitudes of the fun, in order to difeover whether the 
watch had altered its rate; The caulkers were now fet 
to work, and Captain Cook had before concerted mea- 
hires with MclT. Brandt and Chiron for fupplying us 
with fuch provifions as were wanted : and as thefevcral 
articles for the refolution were got ready, they were im¬ 
mediately conveyed aboard. The homeward bound 
french Ihip failed for Europe on Saturday the 26th, 
and by her we fent letters to England. On the day 
following the Hampfhire Eaft Indiaman, from Ben- 
tvolen, anchored in the bay, and faluted us with 13 
g'ms, and we returned eleven. On the 31 ft, it blew 
txcclTiveiy hard at S. E. and continued for three days ; 
J'nereby all communication between the fhip and the 
morew'as cut off. The Refolution was the only fliip 
^ the bay that rode out the gale, without dragging her 
anchors. The elfebts were as fenfibly felt on fliOre;. 
JJ'here the tents and obfervatory were deftroyed, and 
quadrant narrowly cfcapcd irreparable 

On Sunday the 3d of November the ftorm ccafed ; 

Hamplhire failed for England, in 
Tri Cook fent home an invilid. Captain 

n^blpvould have received two or three more of our 
aur" * troubled with different complaints, bur, 

L i we entertained fome hopes of their health 

Juvin Monday the 11 ch, the Difeovery 

wer/* faluted the garrilbn with 13 guns, aiid 

^ number; afrer which Cap- 

his principal officers and gentlemen 
^ onboard chat Ihip, to welcome Captain Clcrke on 


4L 


his arrival It being intimated that the Difeovery 
van cd caulking, Captain Cook ordered all our work¬ 
men on board her, and lent every other ncceffary affif- 
c ncc to expedite a fupply of water and provifions; 
I he bakers had omitted to bake the bread that had 
been ordered fortheDifeovery^ pretending they wanted 
Hour; but the truth was, they did not chufe to begin 
ti 1 they fa\v her moored in the bay. On Captain 
Uerkc s landing this day, he was met by the officers of 
t.»ic garrilon, and the gentlemen belonging to the Eaft 
India Company, wdio received him very politely, and 
gave him a general invitation to fharc with them the 
entertainments of the place. > The fubordinate officers 
ere met by another clafs of inferior gently, belonging 
to the fame company: for almoft all the officers in the 
Dutch Company entertain ftrangers, and 
board them on moderate terms, from two fliillings a 
day to five. Having by the governor's permiffion got 
our cattle on fhorc, on the night of the i3ch, fome dogs 
broke into the pens, and, forcing the fticcp out, killed 
four, and dirperfed the reft. The number of our 
Iheep were fixtecn, which were penned up, every night, 
clofc to our tents; but a bull and two cows, with 
their calves, were fent to graze along with fome other 
cattle. 

On the r4th, we recovered fix of our llieep, but 
among thofc we miffed were two rams, and two of the 
fineft ewes in the whole flock. Though the Dutch 
frequently boaft of the police at the Cape, yet the Cap¬ 
tain’s fficep evaded all the vigilance of the Fifcal's 
officers and people. At length, after much trouble 
and cxpence, by employing fome of the meaneft fcoun- 
drcls of the place, we recovered all but the two ewes. 
One of the rams, however, was fo mifcrably torn by rhe 
dogs, that we thought he could not live. Mr. Hcmmy, 
the lieutenant governor, very obligingly oifered to make 
up this lofs, by giving Captain Cook a Spaniffi ram, 
outof fome he had fent for from Lifbon; but the captain 
declined the offer, thinking it would equally anfwer 
his purpofe to take with him fome of the cape rams : 
in this, however, the captain was miftaken. Mr.' 
Hcmmy had endeavoured to introduce European fliecp 
at the Cape; but all his attempts were fruftrated by the 
obftinacy of the country people, who highly efteem 
their own breed, on account of their large tails, the fat 
of which produces more money than the whole carcafs 
bcfides. Indeed, rhe moft remarkable thing in the 
Cape fficep is the length and thicknefs of their tails, 
which weigh from 10 to 15 pounds. The fat is not 
fo tallowifli as that of European mutton, and they ufe 
it inftead of butter. While we continued at the cape, 
our commander had lain in a fufffeient ftore of beef’ 
mutton, poultry, and greens, for prefent ufc, and had 
contraviled for a good quantity of faltcd beef, to fave 
what we had brought from England, as the latter will 
keep better than that which is faked at the Cape. 
What remained to be done, was chiefly to purchafc 
live cattle for prefents to the chiefs in the South Sea: 
likewife live ftock for the ffiip’s ufe; thefe are always 
the laft things provided, bccaufc it is found neceffary 
to fliortcn, as much as poffiblc, their continuance on 
board. Among the cattle purchafed, were four horfes 
and marcs of a delicate breed, for Omiah; fevcral 
bulls and cows of the buff aloe kind, as more fuitable to 
the tropical climates than any brought from Europe; 
likewife fome African rams and ew'es; dogs of the W 
kind, fome with and fome without puppies; cats we 
had plenty on board, and goats Captain Cook liad pur- 
chafed at St. Jago. Stored with thefc, the Refolution 
refcmbled the Ark, in which pairs of all the animals 
that ivere to ftock the earth were collected; and wdth 
their proveivler, they occupied no fmall part of the 
ffiip’s ftowage. While the rigger , fail-makers, caul¬ 
kers, fiTiiths, coopers, and ft ore-keepers, were bulily 
employed in their feveral ftations. the aftronomers were 
not idle, nor the furgeons; the I'ormcr were employed 
in making obfervatiens; the latter in?.trendingthe fick, 
of w honv tiicrc were not many, and thofe, on being car- 
. ried to the tents, very foon recovered. The dry foft air 
of the African mountains proved a reftorative fuperior 
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to all the phylic in the world. Of the efficacy of this 
faluhrious air, the Dutch Eafl Indiamcn have expe¬ 
rience every voyage, both in going to and returning 
from their fcttlemcnts irt India. During the time 
the Refolution and Difeovery lay in the bay, two of 
their fliips arrived full of fick foldiers, who had been 
inliftcd in Holland, and who were in a miferable con¬ 
dition both as to health and want of common necefla- 
ries. I hcy had been near five months on their voyage 
from Amflerdilm, and had lofb on the pafTage more 
men than the complements of both ourfliips amounted 
to, owing to naflinefs and clofe confinement. It is re¬ 
markable, obferved one of our gentlemen, that no fliips 
have the appearance of being kept neater than thofe of 
the Dutch ; n»r any more flovenly where they arc not 
expo fed to open view. 

Nor muft we omit here the account in the journal of 
Mr. Anderfon, who, while the two (hips were repairing 
for the profecution of their voyage, made an excurfion, 
to take a furvey of the neighbouring country. Mr. 
Anderfon, furgeon, relates their proceedings, in fub- 
ftance, as follows: 

In the forenoon of Saturday the i6th of November, 
Mr. Anderfon, and five others, fet out in a waggon, to 
take a view of the country. They crolTed a large plain 
to the caftward of the town, which is entirely a white 
fand, rcfcmbling that which is commonly found on 
beaches. At five in the afternoon they paffed a large 
farm-houfc, fomc corn-fields, and vineyards, fituated 
beyond the plain, near the foot of fome low hills, where 
the foil appeared worth cultivating. At feven they 
arrived at Stellenbofli,a colony, in point of importance, 
next to that of the cape. The village ftands at the foot 
of the range of lofty mountains, above 20 miles to the 
eaftward of Cape Towm, and confifls of about 30 houfes, 
which are neat and clean: a rivulet, and the flieker of 
fome large oaks, planted at its firfl fettling, form a 
rural profped in this defart country. There arc fome 
thriving vineyards and orchards about the place, which 
feem to indicate an excellent foil, though perhaps 
much may be owing to the uncommon ferenity of the • 
air. At this feafoii of the year, Mr. Anderfon could 
find but few plants in flower, and infeds were very 
fcarce. Having examined the foil, he found it to con- 
fift: of ycllowilh clay, mixed with a good deal of fand. 
The fides of the iow brown hills, feemed to be confti- 
tuted of a kind of ffonc marie. Mr. Anderfon and his 
companions left Stellenbofli the next morning, and 
foon arrived at the houfe they had pafled on Saturday; 
Mr. Cloeder, the owner of which, having fent them 
an invitation to vifit him. This gentleman received 
them with politenefs, and entertained them with hof- 
pitality, in a manner very diflerent from what was ex¬ 
pelled. They were received with a band of mufic, 
which continued playing while they were at dinner; 
a compliment, confidering the fituation of the place, 
we thought elegant. In the afternoon they crolfed 
the country, and pafled fomc large plantations, one of 
which was laid out in a take diflerent.from thofe they 
had feen. In the evening they arrived at a farm houfe, 
faid to be the firfl: m the cultivated trad, called the 
Pearl. Here they had a view of Drakenftein, the third 
colony of this country, which contains fcveral little 
farms or plantations. Infedsand plants were as fcarce 
here as.at Stellenbofli, but there was a greater plenty 
offlirubs, or fmall trees, naturally produced, than they 
had before feen in the country. On Tuefday the 19th, 
in the afternoon, they went to fee a remarkable large 
flone, called by the inhabitants, the Tower of Babylon, 
or the Pearl Diamond. In the Philofophical Tranfac- 
tions is a letter from Mr. Anderfon to Sir John Pringle 
deferibing this flone. The account fent jiome from 
the cape and read before the Royal Society is much tbe 
fame with that here publilhed, but rather fuller. In 
particular, he tells Sir John, that he ivcnt to fee it at 
iVlr. Mallbn^s defire, who, probably, had not had an 
opportunity of fufliciently examining it himfelf. With 
his letter to Si» John Pringle, Mr. Anderfon alfo fent 
home a fpccimcn of the rock; it was examined by Sir 
William Hamilton, whofc opinion is, that this Angular, 


immenfe fragment of granite, moft probahK u 
raifcd by a volcanic cxploiion, or fnnT. 

This rcmaikable flone, to ut'e Mr. A 

words, in the papers now before us* 1/O'vn 

upon the top of fome low hills, at the 

our farm houfes was fituated ; and thouLr^i^i^^ 
it is neither very fleep nor rugged wc 
hour and a half in walking to it. ’ R 
lhape, rounded on the top, and lies nL i 
The E. and W. iidcs arc deep, and alnTo f 
cular. The foiilh end is likcwife ftecn and 
height is there; fiom whence it dccliius 
North part, by w hich tve afeended to its tm 
a very extenlive profped of the whole counts- 
circumference, 1 think, muft be at Icaftha ■ *’ • * 
as it took us above half an hour to walk roenP™’-'’ 
eluding every allowance for the bad road and t LIS"’' 
a little. At its higheft part, which is the tfell 
comparing it with a known ebjedt, it feems 

the dome ofSt. Pauls Church, 'it is one imimcrru?M 

mafl of flone, if we except fome fiirures. orraihcHm 
prcflions, not more than three or four feet dcco 1 i 
a vein which runs acrofs near its north end Ir i r 
that fort of flone called Saxuw co>igluihmtnm[ and cL 
fifts chiefly of pieces of coarfc quartz and olimj: 
held together by a clayey cement. But the van which 
erdfes It, though of the fame materials, is much com 
paefler. This vein is not above a foot broad or thief 
and Its furface is cut into little fquaies or oblongs dif’ 
poled obliquely, which makes it look like ihc remains 
of fome artificial work. But I could not obfer\-c who 
Cher It penetrated far into the large rock, or was onh 
fuperhcial. In defeending we Ibund at its foot, a vciv 
rich black mould: and on the fidcs of the hills fomc 
trees of a conlidcrable fize, natives of the place, which 
are a fpedes of the olca.'‘—cannot help thinking 
It IS flrangc, that neither Kolbcn nordc la Caillclhould 
have thought the Tower of Babylon worthy of a par¬ 
ticular dcfcripcion. The former only mentions it as a 
high mountain: the latter contents himfelf with telling 
us, that it is a low hillock, but the very accurate at- 
count given of this remarkable rock by Mr. Anderfon, 
^recs with Mr. Sonnerat'e, w ho was at the Cape of 
Good Hope fo late as 17 81. On the 20th in the morn¬ 
ing, the gentlemen fet out from the Pearl, and, going 
a different road, pafled through an uncultivated coun¬ 
try to the Tyger Hills, where they faw fome good corn 
fields. About noon they flopped in a valley for re- 
freflimcnt, where they were plagued with a vafl number 
of mufquetocs; and, in the evening, arrived at the 
Cape-Town, tired fufficicnily with the jolting of the 
waggon. 

A very uncommon incident happened during our 
flay at the Cape, which might have embroiled us with 
the government there, had not the delinquent been 
found out and punifhed. It was dilfovered that a 
number of counterfeit fchellings, and double keys 
had been circulated, and feverr.I of our people had taken 
them in exchange for gold. Complaint was made by 
our officers againfl the inhabitants, for taking the ad¬ 
vantage of the ignorance of flrangers to impofc coun¬ 
terfeit money upon them, as it was not to be fuppoftd 
that they could be judges of thcgoodiiefs of theircoun- 
try coin. On the other hand, the inhabitants retorted 
the charge, affirming that the bad money proceeds 
from us. Each were warm in their allegations, and 
each were pofitive in their opinions. It w^as not thougnt 
pofiible, that any of our people could be prepared w 
counterfeit Dutch money, and yet there had never been 
an inflance of counterfeit money having been feen at 
the Cape before the arrival of our Ihips at 
Thus the matter refled for fome time, till one of f 
fhip's cooks, having obtained leave to go alliore, nia ^ 
himfelf drunk, and oiiered bafe money in 
for his liquor. Being detained, and notice gb cn w J* 
commanding officer, he can fed him to 
when fcveral other pieces of a bafe coin were 
upon him; and on examining hischefl, 
were found artfully concealed, by which he bau 
enabled to carry on the fraud. He was 
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A un to the Dutch Governor, to be tried by the 

f the country where the oftence had been corn- 
hut it not being clear, whether the crime of 




was committed on fliore, or on board his Bri- 
mr Vlaiefty’s Ihip, the Magiftracy very politely re- 
j him, to be dealt with as the Conmiander in 
(iiould think proper; who not being vefted with 
crof life and death in civil cafes, ordered him 


Chid 

the difciplinc of the Ihip, and to be fent 
home in theHampfliire Indiaman 


... ^ Thus ended a very 

crTticai'jife of which there is, we believe, no inflancc 


Saturday, the 23d of November, we got the ob- 
fm'atojy clock,&c. onboard. From the refulc of fe- 
vcral calculations and obfervations, we had reafon to 
conclude, that the watch, or time-piece, had performed 
well all the way from England. On the 27th orders 
were given to prepare for failing; and, fearing a fccond 
difaftcr, we got our fheep and cattle on board as fali 
aspolfiblc. The caulkers had finiflied their work on 
board the Difeovery, and Ihc had received all her pro- 
vifionsand water. Of the former, both fliips had a 
fuflicient fiipply for two years and upwards. A large 
quantity of beer was purchafed for the companies of 
both Ihips, at the only brewery that is publicly tole¬ 
rated within the jurifdidion of the town. In Ihort, 
there is not one necellary article relating to the repair¬ 
ing, providing, and vidualling of Ihipping, that is not 
to be purchafed at the Cape of Good Hope, and that 
too at ven'reafonable prices. The wine at the Cape 
has been thought dear, bccaufe that of the choiceH: vint¬ 
age is fcarce, and confined to a very fmall (pot. Of 
the real Conllantia, which is the wine fo much prized 
in Europe, the whole plantation docs not perhaps pro¬ 
duce more than forty pipes annually, though there may 
be two or three hundred difpofed of under that name. 
The wine commonly taken on board the (hipping for 
theofficers, is of a kind not unlike the Madeira, but of 
an improved flavour, the vines here being highly fub- 
limedbv the warmth of the fun and the drynefs of the 
loil. On Thurfday the 28th, the Governor and prin¬ 
cipal officers belonging to the company were entertained 
onboard the Refolution, w'hcre they came to take leave 


ol our Captains, as we expciiitcd to fail in a few days,' 
all our live (lock being properly fccured on board, and 
the repairs of both fiiips being fully complcated. On 
the 30th, captain Cook having given to captain Clcrke a 
copy of his infirudlions, and our letters having been 
difpatchcd to our friends, we quitted our moorings, and 
next day^came to an anchor in i 8 fathoms water. Pen¬ 
guin illand bearing N. by W. lix miles: but before we 
take o;ir final departure, it may not beamifs to obferve, 
that nothing in nacui e can make a more horrid appear¬ 
ance than the rugged mountains that form Table Ba)-. 
One would aJmoif be tempted to think, that the Dutch 
had made choice ol the mofl: barren fpot upon earth, 
to llicvv vhat may be efi’ecled by flow indufiry, and con- 
tinned pciTevcrancc; for befides the craggy difis that 
render the open country almofi: inaccefiiblc, the foil is 
fo fandv and poor, that, except Ibme vineyards, there 
is fcarce a Ihrub or a tree to be fecn within any walking 
difiance from the place; infomuch, that the vafi pro- 
fufionof all forts of provilions, as beef, mutton, pouU 
try, flour, butter, cheefe, and every other necellaiy, is 
brought from four to five and twenty days jouri^cy from 
Cape iown, where the Governor and Company have 
their relidcncc. This town, as our readers may recoi¬ 
led, wc have fully deferibed in our hifiory of former 
voyages, fo.that little remains to be faid, or added in 
this part of our work. The town is neatly built, and, 
according to the natural tafie and charader of the 
Dutch, as neatly kept in order. It has the advantage 
of a fmall rivulet, by means of which there are canals 
in all the principal firects, on both fides of which are 
planted rows of fiatcly oaks. The town is fituated be¬ 
low the mountains, and when feen from their fummits, 
appears, with the gardens and plantations that run along 
the fliorc exceedingly pidurcfque: nothing, indeed, can 
be more romantic, nor any profped more plcaling to the 
eye. At five in the afternoon of this day, a breeze 
fprung up at S. E. with which, as we obferved above, 
wc weighed, and flood out of the bay, having falutcd 
the fort with eleven guns, which they returned with an 
equal number: at nine o'clock it fell calm, and vvc came 
again to anchor. 


CHAP. II, 

hffageof the Refolution aud T)ifi'<yvery\from the Cape of Good Hopey to Chriftmas Harbour; in ivhich Prince Ed:vard*s 
ijhndsare fcen, and Kerguelen s land vijiicd—The itvojbips arrive at the ab(yve harbour—Defeription of ity and an ac-^ 
of occurrences there—Depart from thence ^atui explore the coafi-^Cape Cumberland Bay y Point Pringley Howe's 
hrclandyf^c. deferibed—The Jhips in danger fYoon Jhoals—Arrive at Port Pallifer—Cape George deferibed—Natural 
hijloryf the animalSy plan Is yfoily &e. of Kerguelen's land—Paffage from hence to Van Diemen's land^ in which the Re^ 
filution is damaged by a fnddcnfquail—They arrive in Adventure Bay—Incidents there—Various intervieivs with the nd^ 
ti^'cSy and a defcrlpiion of their perfonSy drefsy manners, and cufioms — Mr. Anderfons remarks—Cotirje of the Rcfolntion 
^^‘^Hifcovery to ^leen Charlotte's Sound in Nezv Zealandy where we anchored in our old jiation^ 


r\ECEMBER the ifi, 1776, at three o’clock A. M. 
wc weighed and put to fca, with a light breeze 
put did not get clear of the land till the 3d in the 
omiiw^ when, with a frcfli gale at W. N. W. we flood 
an ,. * *^‘*'*^^ ''c obferved that luminous 

Ppcarance about our fliip, which dificrent navigators 
VC attributed to different caufcs,bat which Dr. Frank- 
to account for on the principles of 
one the afternoon, w'C met with 

0 thofe terriblegufls fo frequently experienced by 
the Cape of Good Hope, in which 
offier fortunately wc received no 

f’-'dill land now bore S. by 

oil leagues, both Ihips in company, 

ricanp 4th ih the morning, it blew a hur- 

Sdiafn n jib of the Difeovery; and on the 

^thav^^ 'vind carried away our rriizcn top maft. 
On the 6 replace it, the lofs was not felt. 

Hmin Q t)cing in latitude 39 deg. 

iiQ 56 min. E. longitude, we ob¬ 


ferved fevcral fpots of waiter, of a reddifli hue. Upon 
examining fome of this water that was taken up, we 
perceived a number of fmafl animals, which the mi* 
crofeope difeovered to rcfemble cray-fifh. Wc conti* 
nued to the S. E. followed by a mountainous fea, which 
occafioncd the Ihip to roll exceedingly, and rendered 
our cattle troublcfonie. Several goats, efpecially the 
males, died, and fomc Ihccp. On the 8th, the weather 
that had been cloudy and boiflerous ever lince leaving 
the Cape, became clear and moderate. In latitude 39 
deg. 57 min. S. Mr. King, our fecond mate, went on 
board the Difeovery to compare the time-pieces, and 
found no material variation. On the loth, in latitude 
43 deg. 56 min. S. a dreadful ftorm came on, which 
obliged both fliips to lie to that and the following nio-ht 
under bare poles. On the 11 th in latitude 46 deg.°i 8 
min. S. it began to fnow and hail, and the weather be¬ 
came intolerably cold; infomuch, that from a fcorching 
heat which we felt at the Cape, the change w as fo great, 
that wc were obliged to line the hatchways with^can* 
5 ^ vas 
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vas, to defend the men below as much as pofllble from 
the effetfls of the froft. Here the albatrolfes, and 
other Tea birds, began to make their appearance; and 
fcals, and porpoifes were feen to fport about the fhips, 
which gave us hopes of foon approaching land. This 
we difeovered, having the appearance of two iflands, on 
Thurfdaythe 12th at noon. That to the S. which is 
the largeft, we judged to be about 15 leagues in circuit; 
and to lie in latitude 46 deg. 53 min. S. longitude 37 
deg. 46 min. E. The moft northerly one is about 9 
leagues in circuit; and in latitude 46 deg. 40 min. S. 
longitude 38 deg. 8 min. E. The diftance from one to 
the other is about five leagues. We pafled through be¬ 
tween both iflands in a very narrow channel; and had 
piercing cold, attended with fnow, w'ith which the 
iflands were lightly covered ; but neither tree nor flirub 
were to be feen with our befl: glafles, nor any living 
thing, except penguins and fhags, the former fo numer¬ 
ous that the rocks feemed covered with them as with a 
cruft. The S. E. parts of thefe two iflands had a much 
greater quantity of fnow on them than the reft, and the 
ground that was not covered by it, from the various 
lhades it exhibited, may be fuppofed to be cloathed with 
inofs,or perhaps, with fuch a coarfe long grafs as is found 
in fomc parts of Falkland’s iflands. On the N. fide of 
each of the iflands is a detached rock; that near the S. 
one is lhaped like a tower, and feemed to be at fome dif¬ 
tance from the Ihore. Thefe two iflands, and four 
others more to the eaft, were difeovered by the two 
French navigators, Marion du Frezne, and Crozet, in 
January 1772,00 their palTage from the Cape of Good 
Hope to the Philippine iflands. M. de Marion had 
two fhips under his command, one the Mafcarin, cap¬ 
tain Crozet, the other the Caftrie, captain du Clefmure. 
They proceeded to the fouthern extremity of New 
Holland, and from thence to the Bay of Iflands in New 
Zealand, where M. de Marion was killed with twenty- 
eight of his men by the natives. He was obliged, hav¬ 
ing loft his mafts, to look out for new ones in this coun¬ 
try ; but when he had found trees fit for his purpofc, 
necelfity obliged him to cut a road thrte miles long 
through the thickets, to bring them to the water fide. 
While one party of his people were employed in this 
fcrvice, another party was placed on an ifland in the 
bay, to clcanfc the cafks, and fill them with water; and 
a third was occafionally fent on fhore to cut wood for 
the (hip’s ufe. Thus employed, they had been here 33 
days upon the beft terms with the natives, who freely 
offered their women to the failors, when M. de Marion, 
not fufpeding any treachoiy, went one morning, as was 
hiscuftom, to vifit the different parties that were at 
work, without leaving word that he intended to come 
back to the fhips the fame day. Having called^ to fee 
the waterers, he went next to the Hippah, a fortification 
of the natives, where he commonly ufed to flop in his 
way to the carpenters, encamped in the woods, with M. 
Crozet at their head, to direct their operations. Here 
he was fuddenly fet upon; and, with his few attendants, 
barbaroufly murdered; as were the boats crew that car¬ 
ried him on fhore. Next morning, the lieutenant who 
commanded on board, not knowing what had hap¬ 
pened, fent a party to cut wood, and when every one 
was at work, the natives watched the opportunity to 
fall upon them likewife, and butchered every one, ex¬ 
cept a fingle failor, who ran for his life, and threw him- 
fclti wounded, into the fea. Being feen from the fhips, 
he was fpeedily taken on board, and gave the general 
alarm. Crozet’s fituation in the woods, with his fmall 
party, was now become moft critical. A corporal and 
tour marines were difpatched immediately to acquaint 
him of his danger, while fevcral boats attended to re¬ 
ceive Hs people, at a place where the fick had been 
lodged in the tents, for the recovery of their health. 
He difpofed every thing as well as the time would per¬ 
mit, and effetfted his retreat to the fea fide. Here he 
found multitudes affemblcd, dreffed in their habits of 
war, with feveral chiefs at their head. Captain Crozet 
ordered the marines who attended him, to dired their 
fire, in cafe he found it nccelfary togivc the word,againft 
f«ch perfons as he Ihould point out. He then com¬ 


manded the carpenters and convaldcenis to iTi—' 

tents, and the fick to embark firft, with their u h 1 
paratus, while he with the foldicrs, fliould talk ^ 
chief. This man immediately told them that'fii \ ^ 
lion was killed by another chief; upon which 
Crozet feized a ftake, and, forcing it into the 
made figns that he Ihould advance no farthcr^*^Tk‘ 
countenance, with which this adion was 1 . 
ftartled the favage, whofe timidity being obfS k’ 
Crozet, he infifted on his commanding the crowd 
down, which was accordingly complied with H 
paraded in front of the enemy till all his people 
embarked; his foldiers were then ordered to follow H 
himfelf was the laft who entered the boat. They h d 
fcarce put off when the whole body of natives 
their fong of defiance, and difeharged their volliw of 
ftones: however, a fhot from the flup foon difperfed 
them, and the company got all fafe on board. From 
this time the natives began tobc troublefome, and made 
feveral attempts to attack his people by furprizc. They 
formed an attack againft the watering pany in the 
night, which, but for the vigilance of the guard, would 
have been fatal to them: after which, they openly at¬ 
tacked the fhips in more than a hundred large canoes 
full of men, who had caufe fufficient to repent their 
daring exploit, having feverely felt the deflrudive edkt 
of European arms. At length captain Crozet, finding 
it impoflible to fupply the fliips with mafts, unlcfs he 
could drive the enemy from his neighbourhood, made 
an attack upon their Hippah, which they vainly boailcd 
w’as beyond his power to approach. He placed the car¬ 
penters in the front, who, in an inftant, levelled their 
pallifadocs with the ground; then cut a breach through 
the mound, and levelled the ditch, behind which their 
warriors were ranged in great numbers on their fight¬ 
ing ftages. Into this breach a chief inftantly threw 
himfelf, with his fpear in his hand. He was fliot dead 
by a markfman, and immediately another chief occu¬ 
pied his place, ftepping on the dead body. He like¬ 
wife fell a vi(ftim to his intrepid courage, and in the 
fame manner eight warriors fucceftlvely defended it, 
and bravely fell in this poft of honour. The reft, fee¬ 
ing their leaders dead, took flight, and the French pur- 
fued and killed numbers of them. Captain Crozet of¬ 
fered fifty dollars to any perfon who lliould take a New 
Zealander alive, but this w'as found impnufticable. A 
foldier feized an old man, and began to drag him 10- 
wards his Captain, but the favage, being difarmed, bit 
into the flcfhy part of his enemy’s hand, the exquifiie 
pain of w hich fo much enraged the foldier, that he ran 
the fellow through with his bayonet. In the Hippah, 
that had been ftormed, was found great 
arms, tools, and cloathing, together with ftore of dried 
fifh and roots, which feemed to be intended for winter 
provifion. Captain Crozet now compleated the repairs 
of his (hip without interruption, and profecuted 
voyage after a flay of fixty four days in the Kay 0 
Iflands: from whence, after pafling * 

tern part of the South Sea, he returned, by the r 1 ip- 
pines, to the Ifle of France. 

We cannot help remarking here, that there ^PPr 
fome inconfiftency in the above relation. I t IcOT 
probable, if Marion was murdered the HW » 
lituated oil the prominence of an inaccelfible roc • 
the boat’s crew below, who landed him, jnojj . ^ 
make their efcape; and much more j .jjj 

neither the leader nor his followers fliould be mi > 
the woodmen were maffacred by the favagcs t 
day. Upon the whole, wc are that 

think, confidering the importance jyla- 

thc lofs might be fuftained by fair . p^ple, 

rion might find it neceffary fo^thefafctyoi 
to drive the favagcs from their Hippah or r » 
is one of the ftrongeft in New Zealand. 
nion of captain Cook, it is a place of ^j^feini 
in which a great number of rclolute men ” no 
themfclves againft all the force, which ^ bring 

other arms than thofe that are there in ^ j^ink 
againft it. Captain Crozet might, there > g^neml 
Icfs diflionourable to attribute the lofs o ® jnT 
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COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 419 


■—""" ” to the treachery, rather than the 

judfomany ' ^ho. it is acknowledged, de- 
l ice bravely. But to proceed. 

‘'fie two inands, between whic we pafled have 

the two p^ench chart of the fouthern hemif- 
no names m named them Prince Edward’s 

phere, cap Marion’s and Crozct’s 

iOands, an g^i^^ 

iflands. and W. and but very indifferent wea- 

better, indeed, than wc generally ha,ve in 
a in the very depth of winter, though it was 
n middle of fummer in this hemifphcre. In con- 
novvtheni igj-^ing cold, the captain ordered the 

Setsand trowLto be delivered out, which with 
Jt Mnnkets and other warm cloathing, provided by 
‘J'lniSs of’tbe Admiralty againft the feventy of the 
diinates, were found of infinite ufe in preferving 
f men Sth, who were mod expofed to the adion 
'f froft After leaving Prince Edward's ifiands, we 
tdtr cotfe to the S. E. with a bnfk pie at W. 
rr in order to pafs to the fouthward of the four 
niheri- and to get into the latitude of the land difco- 
by M.df Kerguelen. Captain Cook had re- 
ccived inftrudions to examine this ifland, and endea¬ 
vour to difcovcr a good harbour. 

On Monday the i6th, m latitude 48 deg. 45 mm. and 
inlongitude 52 deg. E. we faw numbers of pcnguin^s, 
and rock-weed floating in the fca. On the 17th the 
fo2s came on fo thick, that wc could but juft dif- 
ccrn ohje(fts at the diftance of the ftiip’s length; on 
account of which fignals were appointed, and repeated 
every half hour. As we hourly expeacd to fall m with 
land, our navigation was both tedious and dangerous. 
On the 21 ft, we faw a very large feal, and a heavy ftorm 
came on. attended with fleet and heavy gufts of hail. 
On Tuefday the 24th, at fix o’clock, A. M. the fog 
clearing away a little, we faw land, bearing S. S. E. 
which wc afterwards found to be an ifland of confidcr- 
able height, and about three leagues in circuit. We 
foon after difeovered another of equal magnitude, 
about one league to the eaftward; and between thefe two 
fome fmaller ones. In the diredlion of S. by E. another 
high ifland wasfecn. This we did but juft weather: 
it was a high round rock, named Bligh's Cap. Our 
commander fuppofed this to be the lame that M. de 
Kerguelen called the ifle of Rendezvous; but we know 
of nothing that can rendezvous upon it but the birds 
of the air, for it is certainly inacccffible to every other 
animal. The weather beginning to clear up, we 
tacked, and fleered in for the land; and at noon we de¬ 
termined the latitude of Bligh’s Cap to be 48 deg. 29 
min. S. longitude 68 deg. 40 min. E. We pafTcd it 
at three o’clock, with a frefti gale at W. ftanding to the 
S. S. E. Prefently after we fiw the land of which we 
had a faint view in the morning; and at four o’clock, 
extending fromS. E. half E. and diftant 4 miles. The 
left extreme, which wc judged to be the northern point 
of this land, called, in the French chart of the fouthern 
hemifphcre. Cape Fi*an9ois, terminated in a high per¬ 
pendicular rock, and the right one in a high indented 
point, which, by its appearance, feemed to be, what is 
reprefented onKerguclen’s chart under the name of Cape 
Aubert. It may be proper to obferve here, that all 
jhat extent of coaft lying between Cape Louis and Cape 
Francois, of which the French faw very little during 
^heir firft vifit in 1^72, and may be called the N. W. 
lideof this land, they had it in their power to trace the 
pfitionofin 177^,'and have afligned names to fome of 
bays, rivers, and promontoiles. From this point 
coaft feemed to turn fliort round to the fouthward; 
fpr W’e could fee no land to the weftward of the direc¬ 
tion in w hich it now bore to us, but the iflands we had 
t>br^ed in the morning. Kerguelen’s ifle de Clugny,ihc 
•^oft foutherly of them, lies nearly W. from the point, 
^hout two or three leagues diftant. Towards the mid- 
^ of the land there appeared to be an inlet; but on 
our approaching it, wc mw it was only a bending on 
^ Coaft: we therefore bore up to go round Cape Tran- 
901s. Soon after, land opened off the Cape, in the di- 
I'cftion of S. 53 deg. E. appearing as a point at a con - 


fiderablc diftance; for the trending of the coaft from 
the Cape was more foutherly. We alfo deferied rocks 
and iflands to the eaftward of the above direiftions, the 
moft diftant of which was about feven Iwgues from 
the Cape. Having got off this, we obfervfed the coaft 
to the fouthward, much indented by points and bays, 
and, therefore, fiilly expedled to find a good harbour. 
We foon difeovered one behind the Cape, into which 
we began to ply; but it prefently fell calm, and we an¬ 
chored in 45 fathoms water, as the Difeovery alfb 
did foon after. Mr. Bligh, the mafter, was ordered 
to found the harbour; who reported it to be fafe and 
commodious. 

On Wednefday the 25th, early in the morning, wc 
weighed, and, having wrought into the harbour, 
anchored in eight fathoms water, bottom a fine dark 
fand. At two o’clock, P. M. the Difeovery got in, 
when captain Clerke informed us, that he had with 
difficulty efcaped being driven on the S. point of the 
harbour, his anchor having ftarted before he could 
fliorten the cable. They were, therefore, obliged to fet 
fail, and drag the anchor after them, till they had room 
to heave it up, when they perceived that one of its 
palms was broken. Immediately after we had an¬ 
chored, all the boats were ordered to be hoifted out, 
and the empty water cafks to be got ready. In the 
mean time captain Cook landed, to fearch for a conve¬ 
nient fpot where they might be filled, and to obferve 
what the place afforded. We found numbers of pen¬ 
guins, feals, and other fowls, on the fhorc. The fcals 
were not numerous, but fo infenfible of fear, that we 
killed as many as we chofe, and made ufc of their fat 
and blubber to make oil for our lamps, and other pur- 
pofes. Frefti water was exceedingly plentiful; but not 
a fingle tree or ftirub was to be difeovered, and but lit¬ 
tle herbage of any kind; though we had flattered our- 
felves with the hope of meeting with fomething confi- 
derable here, having obferved the fides of fome of the 
hills to be covered with a lively green. Before captain 
Cook returned to the fliip, he afeended a ridge of rocks, 
rifing one above another, expeding, by that means, to 
obtain a view of the country; but before he had reached 
the top, fo thick a fog came on, that it was with dif¬ 
ficulty he could find his way down again. Towards the 
evening we hauled the feine at the head of the harbour, 
butcaught no more than half a dozen fmall fifh; nor had 
we any better fuccefsthe next day, when we tried with 
hook and line. Our only refourcc, therefore, for frefh 
provilions, was birds, which were innumerable. On 
Thurfday the 26th, the furf was rather inconvenient 
for landing, and the weather rather foggy and rainy: 
neverthelefs, we began to cut grafs for our cartle, and 
to fill water; we found the former near the head of tha 
harbour, and the latter in a brook at the left corner of 
the beach. The rivulets were fwelled to fuch a degree, 
by the rain that fell, that the fides of the hills which 
bounded the harbour, appeared to be covered with a 
flieet of water: for the rain entered the filfuresand crags 
of the hills, and was prcclipitated down their fides in 
prodigious torrents. 

The people having laboured hard for two fucceftlve 
days, and nearly compleated our water. Captain Cook 
allowed them the 27th of December as a day of reft 
to celebrate Chriftmas. In confequence of which 
many of them went on fliore, and made cxcurfions into 
the country, which they found defolate in extreme. 
It contained plenty of water, but no wood; was barren, 
and without inhabitants; but thefhores abounded with 
fifh, and the land with feals, fea-lions, and penguins. 
In the evening one of them prefented a quart bottle 
to the captain, which was found on the north-fidc of 
the harbour, faftened with fome wire to a projcdling 
rock. This bottle contained a piece of parchment, 
with this infeription, “ Ludovico XV. GalUarum rege, 
et dy (probably a contradion of the word Domhw) de 
Boy ties regi a Secret is ad res maritimas anvis et 

1773.” From which it is evident, we w'ere not the 
firft Europeans who had vifited this harbour. Captain 
Cook fuppofes it to have been left by M. de Boilguc- 
henneu, who went on ftiore the 13th of February, 1772, 
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the day that M. de Kerguelen difeovered this land; 
but the captain appears to be for once miftaken; for 
how could M. de Boifguchenneu, in the beginning of 
1772, leave an infetiption which commemorates a 
tranfadlion of the next year? Perhaps the following 
particulars may thrdw light upon this part of our 
author’s journal; for we do not in the manner of mofl 
of our uninformed cotemporary compilers, fervilely 
copy any one’s papers, or, from inattentive indolence, 
fufcr errors to pafs uncorrecfled. M. de Kerguelen, a 
lieutenant in the French fervice, had the command of 
two fhips given him, the La Fortune, and Le Gros 
Ventre. He failed from the Mauritius about the latter 
end of 1771, and on the 13th of jfanuary following, dif¬ 
eovered the two iflands of which we arc now fpeaking, 
and to which he gave the name of the Ifles of Fortune. 
Soon after M. de Kerguelen faw land, as it is faid, of a 
confiderable height and extent, upon which he fent 
one of the officers of his own fhip a-head in the cutter 
to found. But the captain of the other fliip, M. de Sr. 
Allouarn, in the Gros Ventre, found a bay, to which he 
gave his fliip’s name, and ordered his yawl to take pof- 
lefTion. In the mean time, M. de Kerguelen being 
driven to leeward, and unable again to recover his 
ftation, both boats returned on board the Gros Ventre, 
and the cutter wms turned adrift on account of the bad 
weather. M. Kerguelen returned to the Mauritius, 
and M. de St. Allouarn continued for three days to take 
the bearings of this land, and doubled its northern 
extremity beyond which it trended to the fouth-eafl- 
Ward. He coafted it for the fpaccof 20 leagues, but 
finding it high and inaccelTible, he fliaped his courfe to 
New Holland, and from thence returned by the way 
of Timor and Batavia, to the lOe of France, where he 
died. M. de Kerguelen was afterwards promoted to 
the command of a 64 gun fliip, called the Rolland, 
with the frigate L’Oifeau, who were fent out in order 
to perfecfl: the difeoveryof this pretended land. 

From the accounts ofM. Kerguelen's fecond voyage 
we learn, that they arrived on the wcft-fidc of this 
ifland, on the 14th of December, 1783; that, fleering 
to the N. E. they difeovered, on the i6th, the I fie de 
Reunion, and other fmall iflands; that, on the 17th, 
they had before them the principal land, (which they 
were fure was conneded w'ith that feen by them on 
the r4th,) and a high point of land, named by them 
Cape Francois; that beyond this cape, the coaft took a 
fouth-eaftcrly diredion, and behind it they found a 
bay called by them Baic de L’Oifeau, from the name 
of their frigate; that, they then endeavoured to enter 
it, but were prevented by contrary winds and blowing 
weather, which drove them off the coafl eaflward; but 
that, at lad, on the 6th of January, M. de Rofnevet, 
captain of the Oifeau, was able to fend his boat on 
fliorc in this bay, under the command ofM. de Rochc- 
gude, one of his officers, “ who took pofleffion of that 
bay, and of all the country, in the name of the king of 
France, with all the requifitc formalities.” Hence then 
we trace, by the mofl: unexceptionable evidence, the 
hiflory of the bottle and the infeription; the leaving of 
which was, no doubt, one of the rcquifite formalities 
obferved by M. de Rochegude on this occafion. And 
though he did not land till the 6th of January, 1774, 
yet as Kerguelen's fhips arrived upon the coafl: on the 
14th of December, 1773, and had difeovered and look¬ 
ed into this very bay on the 17th of that month, it 
was with the flriitefl propriety and truth that 1773 and 
not 1774 was mentioned as the date of the difeovery. 
We niiiy" now fairly conclude from the above particu¬ 
lars, that Captain Cook’s groundlefs fuppofition fprung 
from want of information, that mighr enable him to 
make any other. He had no idea that the French had 
vifited this land a fecond time; and reduced to the 
necelflty of trying to accommodate what he faw him- 
lelf, to what little he had heard of their proceedings, 
he confounds a tranfadlion which we, who have been 
better informed, know for a certainty, belongs to the 
fecond voyage, with a fimilar one, which his chart of 
the Southern Hcmifphere has recorded, and which 
happened in a different j car, and at a different place. * 


ixor can a aouorrcmain, that thefe iilanib 
with arc the fame d 1 fcovered by Kercruelcn • b 
Kerguelen ever law a great countrv,Tuch as he ^ 
have Icen, in or near thofe iflands, is verv 
There arc, indeed, numberlefs iflands 
in this almofl boundlcfs ocean; but there 7 
fuperior to thofe already difeovered in riche7^nll°”^ 
vation, as to be worth the fcarch, will fcarLlvla 

ciueftmn. \Vc now think it time to return totter’ 
tory of our voyage. ‘•‘‘cniu 

• “ =1 memorial of our having bm. 

m this harbour, wrote .on the other fide of the mk 
incnt thefe words; '• Naves et mu 

Kege Magase BrilannU, 

- 1 he flnps Refoliition and Difeovery, bclonginglo £ 
king of Great Bntam. In the month of lumber 
A. D. 1776. He then put the parchment again into 
the bottle, accompanied with a lilver two-penny niece 
ol 1772, covering its mouth with a leaden cap and 
placed It the next morning in a pilcof ftoncs, Seded 
for that purpofe on an eminence, near the place where 
It was lirff: found. Here we difplayed the Britilh Hag 
and named the place Chriftmas Harbour, it beina on 
thatfcflival we arrived in it. It is the firll inlSwc 
meet with on the S. E. fide of Cape Franvois, which 
forms the north fide of the harbour, and is the nonhem 
pointof this land. The fituationfufticientlydiftinguifhes 

it from any of the other inlets; and, which Is fHli 
more remarkable, its fouth point terminates in a high 
rock, perforated quite through, and forming an aii- 
pearance like the arch of a bridge. If there could be 
the lealt doubt remaining of the identity of the Baic de 
r Oilcau, and C hriftmas harbour, this particular of the 
perforated rock, which, in the account of Kerguelen’s 
fecond voyage, is compared to an a-ched gateway, 
would amount to a ffridf demonflration; and it is very 
fatisfaeflory to find the two navigators, neither of whom 
knew any thing of the other’s defeription, adopting 
the fame idea, which both proves, that they had the 
fame uncommon objedl before their eyes, and that they 
made an accurate report. The harbour has another 
niark within, being a fingle flonc or rock, of a vaft 
fizc, which lies on'the top of a hill, on the fouth-fidc, 
near its bottom; and oppofite this, on the north fide is 
another hill, fmallcr, but much like it. Atthebottom 
of this is a fmall beach where we commonly landed: 
behind it is fome gently rifing ground, whereon is a 
pool of frefli water. On both fides of the inlet, the 
land is high. The inlet runs in W. and W. N. W. 
two miles: its breadth, for more than half its length, 
is one mile and a quarter; above which it is only hall 
a mile. The fliores are fteep. The depth of waicr, 
which is 45 fathoms at the entrance, varies from 30, 
and if you proceed farther in, to four and five fathoms. 
The bottom is every where a fine dark fand, except in 
fome places near to the fliore, where are beds of fea- 
weed, which always grows on rocky ground. The 
head of the harbour lies open only to two points of the 
compafs; and even thefe are covered by iflands in the 
offing, fo that no fca can fall in to hurt a ffiip. 
pearances on fliorc confirmed this; for we found grats 
growing clofe to high water mark, which is a fum 
fign of a pacific harbour. Captain Cook, accompanied 
by Mr. King, went upon Cape Francois, expcdingi 
from this elevation, to have had a view of the fea-coav 

I f . ..... • ^ /II 


dif 
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vifibie 
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and the iflands lying off it: but they found every 
tant objedl below them hid in a fog. The 1 *^ 1 ^.' , 
level with them, or of a greater height, was vilibi 
enough, and appeared exceedingly naked and defolatf 
except fome hills to the fouthward, which were coverco 
with fnow. 

VVe were now buficd on board in repaini^o 
rigging, particularly the crew of the Difcoyei^', w 
had fuffered much in the frequent fqualls, w’itn « 
flic ha j been harraffed ever lince her 
the Cape : at the fame time, thofe who were on 1 
were no Icfs iifefully employed in fupplying the in 
with water, and the crews with frefli provifions; w 
lafi, though not of the mofl: delicate kind, 
ftoraachs cloyed almofl: to loathing with fait pi’®'' 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































COOK’s THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


r Is pcn»Tuins and fea-fowl, were not unfavoury 
Wlien”Chriftmas was proclaimed, a double 
of grog was lerved out to each common ma 
^^ra'certain proportion of wine and fpirits to every 
^nffircr: leave was likewife given to fuch as were 
to go oh fliore for the benefit of the air; and the 
fficlsof^th fiiips reciprocally met in compliment 
ch other; pafi: dangers were forgotten, and the day 
bv*thc common failors with as much mirth 
'nd unconcern, as if fafely moored in Portfmouth- 

Sunday the 29th, we failed, and took leave of 
,. iQgncI which Captain Crerke found by obfervation 
L lie inlaJ. 49 3^ min. S and in 78 deg. 10 min. 

L longitude. We now purfued our courfe for Van 
Diemens land, and having no difeoveries in view, 
took every advantage of the weather to carry fail. 

Mr. Anderfon, who, during the fliort time we lay in 
Chriftmas Harbour, loft no time nor opportunity for 
examining the countryj in every direction, has favoured 
us with the following obfervations. No place ^ays he) 
Jiithcrto difeoveredj in either hemifphcrc, affords fo 
fcancy a field lor the naturalift as this barren fpot. 
Some verdure, indeed, appeared, when at a fmall dif- 
lanccfrom the fhore, which might raife the expedation 
of meeting with a little herbage ; but all this lively ap¬ 
pearance was occalioncd by one fmall plant, reifcmbling 
laxifrage, which grew up the hills in large ipreading 
tufts, or a kind of rotten turf, which, if dried, might 
ferveVor fuel, and was the only thing feen here, that 
could poflibly be applied to that purpofe. Another 
plant, which grew to near the height of two feet, w^as 
pretty plentifully fcattered about the boggy declivities; 
it had the appearance of a fmall cabbage when it has 
Ihot into feeds. It had the watery acrid tafte of the 
antifcorbutic plants, though it materially differed from 
the whole tribe. When eaten raw, it was not unlike 
the New Zealand feurvy-grafs; but, when boiled, it 
acquired a rank flavour. At this time, none of its feeds 
were ripe enough to be brought home, and introduced 
into our Englifli gardens. Near the brooks and boggy 
places were found two other fmall plants, which were 
eaten as fallad; the one like garden creffes, very hot; 
and the other very mild : the latter is a curiofity, hav¬ 
ing not only male and female, but alfb androgynous 
plants. Somecoarfe grafs grew pretty plentifully in a 
few fmall fpots near the harbour, which was cut down 
for our caitle. In fliort the whole catalogue of plants 
did not exceed eighteen, including a beautiful fpecics 
of lichen, and fevcral forts of mofs. Nor was there 
the appearance of a tree or fhrub in the whole country. 

Among the animals, the moft confiderablc were feals, 
which were diftinguifiied by the name of fea-bears; 
being the fort that are called the urfine fcal. They 
come on fliore to repofe and breed. At that time they 
were fhedding their hair, and fo remarkably tame, that 
there w'as no difficulty in killing them. No other 
quadruped was feen; but a great number of oceanic 
birds, as ducks, fliags, petrels, &c. The ducks were 
fomewhat like a widgeon, both in ftze and figure: a 
confiderablc number of them were killed and eaten: 
they were excellent food, and had not the leaft fifliy 
tafte. The cape petrel, the fmall blue one, and the 
fmall black one, or Mother Carey’s chicken, w^ere not 
in plenty here ; but another fort, which is the largeft of 
the petrels, and called by feamen. Mother Carey’s goofe, 

IS found in abundance. This petrel is as large as an 
albtrofs, and is carnivorous, feeding on the dead car- 
canes of feals, birds, &c. The greateft number of 
birds here are penguins, which confift of three forts. 

bead of the largeft is black, the upper part of 
the body of a leaden grey, the under part white, and 
he feet black: two broad ftripes of fine yellow defeend 
tom the head to* the breaft; the bill is of a reddilh 
colour, and longer than in the other forts. The fecond 
ott IS about half the fize of the former. It is of a dark 
pey on the upper part of the body, and has a white 
pot on the upper part of the head. The bill and feet 
L In the third fort, the upper part of the 

^ and throat arc black, the reft whitc,^ except the . 


°^^be head, which is^ornamented with a fine yellow 
arch, w’hich it can credl as tw’o crefts. The fhags here 
Uffer Gorvorant, or water-crow, 
^d another with a blackifti back and a white belly. 
The fea-fwaIlow% the tern, the common fca-gull, and 
the Port Egmont hen, were alfo found here. Alfb 
large Hocks of a fingular kind of white bird flew about, 
having the bafeofthe bill covered with a horny cruft. 
It had a black bill and white feet, was fomewhat lai^er 
than a pigeon, and the flelli tafted like that of a duck; 
We hauled the feine once, when we found a few fifti 
about the fize of a fmall haddock. The only fhcll-fifh 
w*e faw were a few limpets and mufcles. 

Many of the hills, notwithftanding they were of a 
moderate height, were at that time covered with fnow, 
though anfwering to. our June. It is reafonable to 
imagine chat rain muft be very frequent here, as well 
from the marks of large torrents having rufhed down, 
as from the appearance of the country, which even on 
the hills, was a continued bog or fwamp. The rocks 
confift principally of a dark blue and very hard ftone, 
inrerinixed with particles of glimmer. Some confidcra- 
blc rocks were alfo formed here from a birownifti brittle 
ftone. Thefe arc the remarks of the ingenious Mr. 
Anderfbn, Captain Cook’s furgeon. 

Having failed out of Chriftmas Harbour, we fleered 
S. E. along the coaft with a fine breeze and clear 
weather. This was unexpeded, as, for fome time 
paft, fogs had prevailed more or lefs everyday. Though 
we kept the line conftantly going, we feldom ftruck 
ground with a line of 60 fathom. At eight o’clock, 
A. M. we were off a promontory, which W'as named 
Cape Cumberland. It lies a league and a half from 
the fouth point of Chriftmas Harbour; between them 
is a good bay. Off Cape Cumberland is a fmall ifland, 
on the fummit of w'hich is a rock refembling a fentry- 
box, which name was given to the ifland on that ac¬ 
count. Some fmall iflands and rocks, with broken 
ground around them, lie two miles farther to the eaft- 
ward; between which and Sentry-box Ifland we failed, 
the breadth of the channel being full a mile. We found 
no bottom with 40 fathoms line. When through this 
channel, we faw, on the fouth fide of Cape Cumber¬ 
land, a bay, running in three leagues to the weftward^ 
It is formed by this cape to the north, and by a pro¬ 
montory to the fouth, which was named Point Prin¬ 
gle, as a compliment from our captain to Sir John 
Pringle, Prefident of the Royal Society. The bottom 
of this bay we called Cumberland Bay. The coaft, to 
the fbuthward of Point Pringle, forms a fifth bayj 
which we called White Bay, wherein are feveral leffer 
bays or coves, which feemed to be fiieltered from all 
winds. Off the fouth point, feveral rocks raife their 
heads above water, and probably there are many others 
that do not. Thus far our courfe was in a direclion 
parallel to the coaft, and not more than two miles from 
it; and the country had the fame fterile and naked 
afped as in the neighbourhood of Chriftmas Harbour. 
The land which firft opened off Cape Fran9ois, in the 
diredlion of fouth 53 deg. E. we had kept on our lar¬ 
board-bow, thinking it was an ifland, with a paffage 
between that and the main ; but we found it to be 
a pcninfula, joined to the reft of the coaft by a low 
ifthmus. The bay, formed by this peninfula, we called 
Repulfe Bay; and the northern point of the peninfula 
was named Howe's Foreland, in honour of Lord Howe. 
Drawing near it wc obferved fome rocks and breakers, 
not far from the N. W. part, and two iflands to the 
eaftward of it, which, at firft, appeared as one. We 
fteered between them and the Foreland, and, by noon, 
were in the middle of the channel. The land of this 
Foreland or peninfula is of a tolerable height, and of 
a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft is lowj almoft 
covered with fea-birds; and we perceived fome feals 
upon the beaches. 

Having cleared the rocks and iflands before men¬ 
tioned, we faw the whole fea before us to be chequered 
with large beds of rock weed, which was fall to the 
bottom. I'hcrc is ofrert found a great depth of water 
upon fuch Ihoals, and rocks have,'as often, raifed 
5 O their 
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their heads almoft to the furface of the water. It is 
always dangerous to fail over them, efpecially when 
there is no furge of the fea to difeover the danger. We 
endeavoured to avoid the rocks, by fleering through the 
winding channels by which they were feparated. 
Though the lead was continually going, we never 
ftruck ground with a line of fixty fathoms: this in- 
creafed the danger, as we could not anchor, however 
urgent the neceflity might be. At length we difeovered 
a lurking rock, in the middle of one of the beds of 
weeds, and even with the furface of thefca. This was 
fufficiently alarming, to make us take every precaution 
to avoid danger. We were now about eight miles to 
the fouthward of Howe’s Foreland, acrofs the mouth of 
a large bay; in which were fcveral rocks, low i(lands 
and beds of fea weed; but there appeared to be wind¬ 
ing channels between them. We were fo much em- 
barrafled with thefe fhoals, that we hauled off to the 
eaftward, in hopes of extricating, ourlelves from our 
difficulties ; but this plunged us into greater, and we 
found it abfolutely neceffary to fecure the (hips, if pof- 
fible, before night, efpecially as the w’eather was hazy, 
and a fog was apprehended. Obferving fome inlets to 
the S. W. captain Clerke w'as ordered, (the Difeovery 
drawing Icfs water than the Refolution) to lead in for 
the lliore, which was immediately attempted. In 
(landing in w'e could not avoid running over the edges 
of fome of the flioals, on which was found from lo to 
io fathoms water; but the moment we were clear of 
them, we had no ground at the depth of 50 fathoms. 
Having weathered a fpit that run out from an ifland on 
our lee, captain Clerke made the fignal for having dif¬ 
eovered an harbour, in which we anchored in 15 fa¬ 
thoms water, about five o'clock in the evening, near a 
mile from the fhore. The N. point of the harbour 
bore N. by E. half E. one mile diflant, and the fmall 
iflands in the entrance, within which we anchored, ex¬ 
tended from E. to S. E. No fooner were the (hips fe- 
cured, than it began to blow fo very flrong, that we 
found it neceffary to fl rike top-gallant yards. The wea¬ 
ther, however, continued fair, and it prefcntly became 
clear, the wind having difperfed the fog that had fet¬ 
tled on the hills. 

As foon as we had anchored, captain Cook ordered 
two boats to be hoifted out; in one of which he dif- 
patched Mr. Bligh, the mailer, to furvey the upper part 
of the harbour, and look out for wood. He alfo de- 
fired captain-Clerke to fend his mailer to found the 
channel, S. of the fmall ifles, and went himfelf in his 
own boat, accompanied by Mr. Gore, our full lieute¬ 
nant, and Mr. Bailey, and landed on the N. point, to 
fee what difeovery could be made from thence. From 
an hill over the point, they had a view of the fca coall, 
as far as Howe’s Foreland. Several fmall illands, rocks, 
and breakers, were fcattered along the coall, and there 
appeared no better channel to get out of the harbour, 
than that by which they had entered it. While cap¬ 
tain Cook and Mr. Bailey were making thefe obferva- 
tions, Mr. Goreencompaffed the hill, and joined them 
at a place where the boat was attending for them. 
There was nothing toobHrudl their walk, except fome 
craggy precipices; the country being, if polliblc, more 
barren, and defolate, than that about Chrifimas Har¬ 
bour: and was there the Icaft fertility in any part of 
this ifland, we might reafonably expetfl to have found 
It in this, which is completely Iheltered from the pre- 
dominating bleak foutherly winds. But we could find 
neither food nor covering for cattle of any fort; and if 
any had been left, they mull inevitably have perillied. 
In the little bay where the boat lay, called by captain 
Cook Penguin Cove, (from the inexprelTible number of 
thofe birds appearing there) is a fine frelli river, which 
we could approach without difficulty. Some large 
fcals, (hags, and a few ducks were feen, and Mr. Bailey 
bad a glance of a very fmall land bird, but it flew 
^mong the rocks, and we loll it. At nine o’clock we 
got on board, and Mr. Bligh returned foon after. He 
reported, that he had been four miles up the harbour; 
that its diredlion was W. S. W. that its breadth near the 
^(bips did Dpt eJiCQ&d a mib; that the foundings were 


from 37 to 10 fathoms; and that. havinTi ' 
both (bores, he found the foil rocky, with® *"''''*011 

(lirub, or hardly any appearance of verdure 

Monday the 30th, both wind and weather f 
us, we weighed anchor, fet fail, and m,. 

To the harbour we had left, the name wn'*' *”• 

Pon Pallifer, in honour of admiral Sir Hueh ®p'n"r“^ 
It lies in the lat. of 49 dem •> injn S u®" /“Ui&r. 
37 min. E. diftantfive leagSes from 
and in the dircdhon of S. 25 deg. E. Whe 'ft’"'** 
ing out, we difeovered a round hill, like a , 
m the diredion of S. 72 deg. E. diftant about g 
having the appearance of an ifland, butweaftSi^ 
found It was upon the main land. In getting out I r 
m general, we fleered through the winding cLn '?’ 
among the Ihoals, though we fometimes vent ®rcdr'^ 
over them, on which we never found lefsthan i sT" 
thorns water; nor would they have been difrover j' 
had H not been for the fea weed growing upon d m* 
Having got three or four leagues from the^ coall 
found a clear fea. and fleered E, till nine o'clock A M 
at which time the fugar-loaf hill, above mentioned 
which we named Mount Campbell, bore S E and ’ 
fmall ifland, to the northward of it, S. S E diftant 
four leagues. We now fleered more foutherly,’ in order 
to get 111 with the land. At noon we obferved in lati 
tude4Q deg 8 min. S. longitude from Cape Francois 80 
miles E. Mount Campbell bore S. 47 deg. VV. diftant 
4 leagues; and a low point S. E. at thedillancc’ofabout 
20 miles. We were now little more than two leagues 
from the fliore. This part of the coaft Teems to be 
what the French Taw on the 4th of January 1774. The 
land, in geneial, is level. The mountains end about 
-five” leagues from the low point, leaving a great e.xtcnt 
of low land, whereon mount Campbell is Ikuated. 
Thefe mountains Teemed to be compofed of naked 
rocks, whole fummits arc covered with fnow: and in 
the vallies llerility only is vifible. When we had 
finilhed taking our meridian altitudes, we difeovered 
more land, opening off the low point jull mentioned, 
in the diretflion of S. S. E. and eight miles beyond it. 
It proved to be the eallcrn extremity of this land, and 
we named it Cape Digby. It lies in latitude 49 deg. 23 
min. S. and in 70 deg. 34 min. E. longitude. Between 
Howe’s Foreland and Cape Digby, the fliore forms one 
great bay, extending feveral leagues to the S. VV'. A 
prodigious quantity of fea weed grows over it, which 
ieemed to be fuch as Mr. Banks diflinguilhed by the 
name of fucus gigajiteus. Though the Hem of this weed 
is not much thicker than a man’s thumb, fome of it 
grows to the amazing length of 60 fathoms. Having 
run two leagues upon a S. E. half E. courfe, at one 
o’clock P. M. we founded, and had 18 fathoms water, 
with a bottom of fine fand. Obferving a fmall bending 
in the coaft, we (leered for it, with an intention to an¬ 
chor there; but being difappointed in our views, we 
pulhed forward, in order to fee as much as poftible of 
the coall before night. From Cape Digby it trends 
nearly S. W. by S. to a low point, which we named 
Point Charlotte, in honour of the Queen. In the di- 
rciffion of S. S. W. about fix leagues from Cape Digbv 
is a pretty high projedling point, wdiich we called 
the Prince of Wales’s Foreland; and fix leagues beyond 
that, in latitude 49 deg. 54 min. S. longitude 70 deg* jj 
min E. is the moll foutherly point of the whole coaft, 
to which, in honour of his" prefent Majcfly, ve gave 
the name ot Cape George. Between Point Charloufi 
and the Foreland, we difeovered a deep inlet, which 
was named Royal Sound, into which, on the S, W.fide 
of the Prince of Wales’s Foreland, we faw another in- 
let; and it then appeared, that the Foreland was the 
E. point of a large ifland lying in the mouth of ii- 
There are feveral fmall iflands in this inlet; and 
about a league to the fouthward of the above mcntione 
Foreland. On the S. W. fide of the Royal Sound, an 
the land to Cape George confifts of elevated hills, 
dually fifing from the fea to a confiderablc height, 
ing their lummitscapt with fnow, and appeai't|’^.^ 
barren, as thofe we had hitherto feen. 
land, nor on the coall, could we difeern the 
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f2 trceorihrub: but fome of the low land 
yclfige or though for the molt part defolate, 

bectoathed with a green turf. On the fandy 
t o nensuins and other fea fowls were numerous; 
AiOT k%t continually flying about the fliips. In 
, the length of Cape George, we continued 

to the S. under all the fail we could carry, till 
f^'infcvenandcight o’clock, when feeing no pro- 
Mlitvof accomplilbing our dcfign, we took ad- 
-l of tSwind, which hadftiifted to W.S.W. 
X'direelion, in which we wanted to go) and flood 
t'from the coafl. Cape George now bore S. 53 
diftant 7 leagues We faw no land to the S. 
fir except a fmallifland that lies oft the pitch of the 
r c and a S. W. fwell, which we met when we 
Sffihtthecapetobcarin this direiftion, confirmed us 
in the opinion, that there w as no more in that quarter. 
But to ufe captain Cook’s own words, “We have, fays 
rtill a ftronger proof, that no part of this land can 
mend much, if at all, to the fouthward of Cape 
Georee* and that is, captain Furneaux’s track in hc- 
hruarv i773» after his feparation from me during my 
late voyage. His log-book is now lying before me; 
and I iind from it, that he crolTed the meridian of this 
land only about 17 leagues to the fouthward of Cape 
George; a diftance at which it may very well be fecn in 
clear weather. This feems to have been the cafe when 
captain Furneaux palled it. For his log-book makes 
no mention of fogs or hazy w'eathcr; on the contrary, 
it exprefly tells us, that, w'hen in this fitiiation, they 
had it in their pow er to make obfervations, both for la¬ 
titude and longitude, on board his (hip ; fothat, if this 
land extends farther S. than Cape George, it would 
have been fcarcely poflible that he Ihould have pafled 
without feeing it. From thefecircumftances we are able 
to determine, within a very few miles, the quantity of 
latitude that this land occupies, which does not much 
exceed one degree and a quarter. As to its extent 
from E. to W. that ftill remains undecided. We only 
know, that no part of it can reach fo far to the W. as 
the meridian of 65 deg. becaufe in 1773 1 fcarched for 
it in vain.” But we think it necelfary to remark here, 
that if the French obfei*vations, as marked upon cap¬ 
tain Cook's chart, and ftill more authentically upon that 
publiflicd by their own difeoverers, may be depended 
ujX)n, this land doth not reach fo far to the W. as the 
meridian of 68 deg. Cape Louis, w'hich is reprefented 
as its moll weftcrly point, being laid down by them to 
ihcE. of that meridian. 

Thus an idea of a fouthern continent adopted by M. 
dc Kerguelen, vaniflied before the accurate refearches 
of captain Cook. Even Kerguelen himfelf, in confe- 
quence of thefe, thinks very differently. This appears 
from an explicit declaration of his fentiments, in his 
late publication, which docs equal honour to his can¬ 
dour and to captain Cook’s abilities. It muft be con- 
fclTcd M. dc Kerguelen w'as peculiarly unfortunate, in 
having done fo little to complete what he had begun. 
He difeovered, it is true, a new' land; but, in two expe¬ 
ditions to it, he could not once bring his Ihips to an an¬ 
chor uponany part of its coafts: w'e cannot but conclude, 
therefore, that our brave commander had either fewer 
difficulties to ftruggle with, or was more fuccefsful in 
furmounting them.. The French difeoverers imagined 
Eape Francois to be the projecting point of a fouthern 
continent. The Englifli have discovered that no fuch 
continent exifts, and that the land in queftion is an ifland 
of fmall extent; which, from its fterility, might pro- 
My be called the ifland of Defolation; but captain 
Cook was unw illing to rob Monfieur dc Kerguelen of 
me honour of its bearing his name. Which is more 
than can be faid of his own countrymen: for even M. 

Pages never once mentions the name of his com- 
toander. And, though he takes occafion to enumerate 
me leveral French explorers 6f the fouthern hcmifphcre, 
kom Gonncville down to Crozet, he affeds to preferve 
3 n entire filcnce about Kerguelen, whole firft voyage, 
jn which the difeovery of this confiderable trad of 
^nd was made, is kept as much out of fight, as if it had 
^tver taken place. Nay, not fati^fied with rcfufing to 


ackrio\y^ledge the right of another, hcalmoft affumes it 
to himfclf. For upon a map of the world, annexed to 
his book, at the fpot where the new' land is delineated^ 
retells us, that it was leen by M. de Pages, in 1774- 
He could fcarcely have expreffed himfelf in ftronger 
terms, if he had meant to convey an ’idea, that he was 
the condudor of the difeovery. And yet wc know, 
that he was only a lieutenant, on board one of the ftiips 
commanded by Kerguelen; and that the difeovery had 
been made in a former voyage, undertaken while he 
was adually engaged in his lingular journey round the 
world. We now take leave of Kerguelen's land; and 
captain Cook, purfuant to his inftrudions, intended to 
proceed next to New Zealand, to take in wood and wa¬ 
ter, and provide hay for the cattle; their number by 
this time having been conliderably diminiftied; for 
while exploring Kerguelen’s defolate land, we loft by 
death two young bulls, one of the heifers, tw'o rams, 
and feveral of the goats. On Tuefday, the 31ft in the 
morning, by obfervations of the fun and moon, we 
found our longitude to be 72 degi 33 min. 36 fee. E. 
and by thefe obfervations we were afllircd no material 
errors occafioned by our time-keeper, had crept into 
our reckoning. 

A D 1777 Wednefday the rft of January, we 

777* ;vere in latitude48 deg. 41 min. S. longitude 

76 deg. 50 min. E. when we obferved quantities of fea 
weed pafling to leeward, in a diredtion contrary to that 
we had feen in approaching the laft mentioned iflands, 
w hich gave reafon to fuppofe, there were other lands at 
no great diftance, and affords fome ground for believ¬ 
ing, that M. de Kerguelen might have feen other lands 
in this latitude. On the 3d, in latitude 48 deg. 16 min. 
S. longitude 85 deg. E. we had the weather tolerably 
clear, with frefti gales from the W. and S. W. but now 
the wind veered to the N. and continued in that quarter 
eight days, during which, though there was at the fame 
lime a thick fog, we run upwards of 300 leagues, 
chiefly in the dark: the fun, indeed, fometimes made 
its appearance, but very rarely, and but for a very fhort 
time. On the 7ch, a boat was difpatched with orders to 
captain Clerke, fixing our rendezvous at Adventure Bay, 
in Van Diemen's land, fliould the two fhips happen to 
feparate before they arrived there; however, we had the 
good fortune not to lofe company w ith each other. On 
Sunday the 12th, the northerly winds w'cre fucceeded by 
a calm, which was foon followed by a foutherly wind. 
Our latitude was now 48 deg. 40 min. S. longitude 110 
deg. 26 min. E. The wind blew from the S. for 24 
hours, and then veering to the W. and N. W. brought 
on clear and fair weather. We continued our courfe 
eaftward, and on Tuefday the 14th, a hurricane arofc, 
accompanied with fo thick a fog, that the ftiips were 
every moment in danger of falling foul one of the other. 
Wc kept the fog bell conftantly ringing, and guns fir¬ 
ing, which were anfwered by the Difeovery. On Sun¬ 
day the 19th, a fudden fquall carried away our fore- 
top-maft, and main-top-gallant-maft, which took us up 
the whole day to clear the wreck, and to fit another top- 
maft. Not having a fpare main-top-gallant-maft on 
board, the fore-top-gallant-maft was converted into 
one for our immediate ufe. On the 20th, the wea¬ 
ther brightened up, the wind continued weftcrly, and 
we had a brifk but moderate gale in the afternoon, 
when we fet all die fails we could, unreefed our cop- 
fails, and run at the rate of feven and eight miles an 
hour by the log, both fliips in company. On the 22d 
Mr. King went on board the Difeovery to compare the 
time-pieces. At this time our company were in per- 
fed health, thofe of the crew only excepted, who had 
been hurt at the cape, and even they were fit to do 
duty. The damages w'c had received during the blow¬ 
ing w'eather were npt fo confiderable as might have been 
expedted. 

On Friday the 24th, at three o’clock, A. M. wedift- 
covered thccoaftof Van Diemen’s land, bearing N. W. 
half W. The Mewftonc fo named by captain Fur¬ 
neaux, in 1773, bore N. E. by E. diftant 3 leagues. 
Wc made the lignal for feeing land, which w’as an¬ 
fwered by tlie Difcovcjy. Scv'eral iftands and high 
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rocks are fbewed along this part of the coaft, the 
fouthermoft of which is Mewflonc, a round elevated 
rock, five or fix leagues diftant from the S. W. cape, 
in the direction of S. 55 deg. E. Our latitude, at 
noon, 43 deg. 47 min. S. longitude 147 deg. E. in which 
lituation a round topped hill bore N. 17 deg. W. the S. 
W. cape N. 74 deg. W. the Mewllone W. half N. 
Swilly ifle or Rock S. 49 deg. E. and the S. E. or S. 
Cape, N. 40 deg. E. dillant near 3 leagues. The land 
between the S. W. and the South Capes is broken and 
hilly, thecoaft winding, with points Ihootingout from 
it; but we were at two great a diftance, to be able to 
judge w’hether the bays foirned by thefe points were 
dieltered from the fca winds. The bay which appeared 
to be the largcH and deeped, lies to the weftward of the 
elevated peaked hill above mentioned. On the 25th, at 
lix o’clock A. M. we founded and found ground at 60 
fathoms, fand and flielly bottom. The South Cape 
then bore N. 75 deg. W. two leagues diftant: lafman s 
head N. E. and Swilly rock S. by W. half W. To a 
roCk, on account of its flriking refemblance to Eddy- 
flonc light-houfe, captain Cook gave the name of the 
Eddydone; this, which had not been noticed by cap¬ 
tain Furneaux, lies about a league to the eadward of 
Swilly Rock. Nature feems to have left thefe two 
rocks here, for the fame purpofe that the light houfe 
was ereded by man, namely, to remind navigators of the 
dangers that furround them; for they may be feen, even 
in the night, at a condderablc didancc; their furface 
being white with the dung of fea fowls. They are the 
fummicsof a ledge of rocks under water, whereon the 
fea breaks, in many places, very high. On the N. E. 
fide of Storm Bay, which lies between the South Cape 
and Tafman’sHead, arc Tome creeks, pretty well fhel- 
tered; and if this coad was carefully examined, fome 
good harbours would mod probably be found. Soon 
after we had fight of land the wedcriy winds left 
us, and were fuccceded by light airs, and alternate 
calms; but, 

Sunday the 26th at noon, a breeze fprung up at S. E. 
which afforded captain Cook an opportunity of execut¬ 
ing his defign of carrying the fliips into Adventure Bay, 
where we expected to procure a frefli fupply of wood 
and grafs; of both which articles we Ihould have 
been in great want, had we waited till our arrival in 
New Zealand. We therefore dood for the bay; wherein 
we came to an anchor, at fouro’clock, P. M. in 12 fa¬ 
thoms water, not quite a mile from the fliore. No 
fboner were the diips properly fccured, than the pin¬ 
nace was ordered to be launched, the boars to be man¬ 
ned, and all hands fet to work to overhaul the rigging, 
and get every thing in readinefs to continue our courfe. 
The officers, adronomers, and gentlemen, on board 
both diips, eagerly embraced the oppoitunity of going 
afliore to qkc a view of the country, with which all 
oil board were highly pleafed. The fird thing that at¬ 
tracted cji notice were the trees, that by their magni¬ 
tude and loftinefs exceeded every thing we had ever 
feen of the kind: but what was remarkable, we found 
many of them burnt near the ground, and not a few 
lying in a horizontal pofition, which, being much 
iGorched, had been thrown down by the violence of the 
Uind. The captains Cook and Clerke went, in fepa- 
rate boats, in fcarch of convenient fpocs for wooding and 
watering, and making hay. They found plenty of wood 
and water, but very little grafs. 

Monday the 27th, lieutenant King was difpatched to 
the E. fide of the bay, with two parties, under the pro¬ 
tection of fome marines; one to cut wood, and the 
other to cut grafs. For although, as yet, none of the 
natives had appeared, there could be no doubt that fome 
were in the neighbourhood, as we had perceived co¬ 
lumns of fmoke, from the time of our approaching 
the coaB; and fome now were obferved, at no great 
difluncc, up in the woods. The launch was likewife 
lent for w^ater; and in the evening having drawn the 
feine, we caught, ar one haul, a great quantity of fifh; 
moft of which wcre.of that fort, known to fcamen by 
the name of elephant fifli. The Captain this dayvi- 
fittd all the parties that had been fent alliore: and *he 
^ 3 


ne.xt the 28th, accompanied by feveraU^nM * 
guided by a party of marines, he male^ r'"'"’ 
curfion into the country, in order to mak. aT"** «- 
and to procure, if podlble, an interview wirfr"'“' 
the inhabitants. They penetrated fomem 0^^' 
paths that feemed to have been frequented 
cotdd get fight of any human behig TS 
paffing by the edge of an almoft impfnetdhi! c 
they heard a rufiling. which, a" firft S' 
for the routing of a wild beaft; but fearchiL 
they found a girl quite naked and alone^l 
file feemed much terrified; but beiiiffkinrfi,, f 
and her apprehenfions of death removed^ 
came doci e, and ready to anfwer every thit ^ 
couU render intelligible to her underfiandij® w' 
queftioned her concerning her refidence, whichSIn 
by pointing to every beaten path, walkings little 
mu, and then returning and taking, another, 
motions to her, at the fame time, to lead usa nl ^ 
we would follow her To make her pedea/S 
of our company pulled oft his handkerchief; and I 
It atwut her neck by w ay of ornament, and another cc. 
vered her head with his cap, and then fhc wasdifinilTed 
She ran among the bulhes, and, in Icfs than an hour 
eight men and a boy made their appearance. Thevao! 
proached us without betraying any marks of fear or 
rather with thegreateft confidence imaginable; none of 
them naving any weapons, except one, who held in ins 
band ^ick about two feet long, and pointed at one 
end. They were quite naked, and wore no ornaments, 
unlefs wc confidcr as fuch, fome largepimdurcs indif¬ 
ferent parrs of their bodies, fome in ftraighi, andothcre 
in curved lines. The men were of the middle flaturc 
fiendcr. Their fkin and hair were black; 
and the latter as woolly as that of any native of Guinea; 
but they were not diftinguifhed by remarkable thick 
lips, nor flat nofes. On the contrary, their futures 
W'cre tar from being difagreeable. Ifhey had pretty 
good eyes; and their teeth were tolerable even, but very 
dirty. Mofl: of them had their hair and beards ii..c ired 
with a red ointment, and fome had alfo rheir laces 
painted with the fame compofition. Thefe were all 
kindly treated by our company: but they received every 
prefent we made them, without any apparent fatisfac- 
tion. When fome bread was offered them, as foon as 
they underflood it was to be eaten, they either returned, 
or threw it away, without tailing it. Some elephant 
fifh, both raw, and dreffed, they likewife refufed; but 
fome birds, we gave them, thefe they did not return, 
and cafily made us comprehend that they were fond of 
fuch food. Two pigs having been brought on Hiore, to 
be left in the woods, they feized them by the cars, and 
foemed inclined to carry them off, with an intention, 
as we fuppofed, of killing them. Captain Cook,wip¬ 
ing to know the ufe of the flick which one of our vi- 
fitors held in his hand, made ligns expreffing his defirc 
to be gratified in this particular: upon which one ol 
them took aim at a piece of wood fet up at the diftance 
of twenty yards; but after feveral effays he w^as ftill 
vvide of the mark. Omiah, to fiiew the great fupe« 
riority of our weapons, immediately fired his mufquet 
at it, the report of w hich fo alarmed them, that they 
took flight, and vaniflied in an inffant. On our return 
wc found they had been at the place at which the crew 
of the Difeovery were watering; and an officer of that 
party firing alfo a mufquet in the air, they ran 
woods with uncommon precipitation. Soon after ihelt 
had fled from us with uncommon Ipced, the girl wcnad 
firfffeen returned, and with her came feveral worneni 
fome with children on their backs, and fornc 
children. The former wore a kangooroo fkin 
over their fooulders, the only ufe of which feemed to 
to fupport their children on their backs, for it left tW 
parts uncovered which modeffy direifls us to conceal 
Their bodies were black, and marked with fears liketnoic 

of the men; from whom, however, they differed, in 

ing their heads fhaved ; fome of them being 
ffiorn, others only on one fide, while the rcfl.ot t e 
had the upper part of their heads fliavcd, leaving 
very narrow circle of hair all round. They' vve^t^ 
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from being 

their addrcffes 




however, feme of our gcntlc- 
their add relies to them, but without crte(^t. 
-- alfo kindly received, and conducl:rd to the 

here the wooders were at work, with whom it 
Inna before they were acquainted. They were, 
„ itSerable objects: and Oiniah, though led by 
" iniDulfe to an inordinate defire for women, was 
fwith th'cm, that he fired his piece off to 
?• hfS^them from his fight, which for that time had 
t^drfred efteef. That the gallantry of fome of our 
«Llewasnot very agreeable to the men is certain ; 
r an elderly man as loon as he oblcrvcd it, ordered 
‘men and children to retire, which they all did, 
hut Tonic with a little reludance. When the fevcral 
\rties of our vilitors had fled, and retired, captain 

Cook ordered the two pigs, one male and the other fc- 
'^ale to be carried about a mile within the woods, and 
Chilnfelffaw them left there, taking care that none of 
the natives fliould oblerve what was paHing. He alfo 
intended to have left a young bull and a cow, belides 
fome goats and flicep; but he foon relinquilhed that 
defign being of opinion the natives would deflroy 
them;' which he fuppofed would be the fate of the pigs, 
if they fliould chance to find them out: but as fwine 
foon become wild, and are fond of being in the woods, 
it is probable that they were preferved. The other 
cattle could not have remained long concealed from 
the natives, as they mull have been put in an open 
place. 

Wednefday the 29th, we were prevented from fail¬ 
ing by a dead calm, which continued the whole day. 
Parties were therefore fent on fliore to cut wood and 
arafs, as ufual; and Captain^Cook accompanied the 
wood-cutters himfelf. At tlie fame time our gentle¬ 
men, with Lieutenant King, and other officers belong¬ 
ing to both (hips, extended their excurfions ftill farther 
into the country, and foun^ it beautifully diverfified 
with hills and vallies, (lately groves of trees, rivers, 
meadows, and lawns of vafl: extent, with thickets full 
of birds of the mod beautiful plumage, and of various 
notes, whofe melody was truly enchanting. Here were 
lagoons full of ducks, teal, and other wild fowl, of 
which great numbers were fliot; while our natural ills ' 
were loading themfelves with the fpontancous produc¬ 
tions of the foil; a foil we may venture to fay, the riched 
and mod fertile of any in the habitable globe, the trees 
growing to an adoniffiing height and ftze, not lefs 
beautiful to the eye than grateful to the fenfe of fmell- 
ing. It was now the time wffien nature pours forth her 
luxuriant exuberance tocloath this country with a rich 
variety; hut, what appeared drangc to every obferver, 
the few natives we faw were wholly infenfible of thofe 
bleflings, and feemed to live like the beads of the 
foreft in roving parties, without arts ofany kind, llecp- 
ing in fummer like dogs, under the hollow lidcs of the 
trees, or in the wattled huts made with the low branches 
of ever-green flirubs, duck in the ground at fmall 
dillanccs from each other, and meeting together at 
the top. 

had, in the morning, obferved fevcral of the 
natives fauntring along the llioi*e, from which we con¬ 
cluded, that, though their condernation had made 
them k'avc us rather abruptly the preceding day, they 
tnought wc intended them no mifehief, and were de- 
irous of renewing the intercourfe. Of this we were 
<>on convinced ; for we had noc been long landed be- 
otc twenty of them, men and boys, joined us, without 
c^prclfing the lead lign of fear or didrudj one of 
1 didinguillied not only by his deformity, 

in^ J drollery of his gediculations, and the feem- 
g humour of his fpeeches, though we could only 
s at their general import, the language fpoken here 
.L ^ unintelligible to us. Our Commander 

inhab' different from that fpoken by the 

W'hn ^'^"‘ore northern parts of this country, 

evrr!^ voyage ; which is not 

then now faw, and thofe w e 

differ in feveral refpeds: particularly with 
. . to tht texture of their hair. The natives wffiom 
^^^aptain met with at Endeavour River in 176^, are 


fa id, by him, to have naturally long and black hair, 
though it be univerfaliy cropped ffiort. In general it 
is drait; but fometimes it has a flight curl. We faw 
none that was not matted and filthy. Their beards 
were of the lame colour with the hair, and buffiyand 
thick.” At this time Captain Cook was unwilling to 
allow that the hair of the natives wc now faw in 
Adventure Bay was woolly, fancying that his people, 
who fird obferved this, had been deceived, from its 
being clotted with greafe and red ochre. But Lieu¬ 
tenant King prevailed on him afterwards, to examine 
carefully the hair of the boys, which was generally, as 
well as that of the women, free from this dirt; and then 
the captain owned himfelf fatisfied, that it was natu¬ 
rally woolly. Perhaps this circumdance was the oc- 
cafion of his being deceived, when he was in Endeavour 
River, for he fays exprcfsly, they faw none that was 
not matted and filthy.” Some of our prefent vifitors 
had a flip of kangooroo (kin round their ancles; and 
others wore round their necks three or four folds of 
fmall cord, made of the fur of fome animal. They 
feemed notto valuciron,bUtwereapparcntly pleafedwith 
the medals and drings of beads that were given them. 
They did not feem even to know the ufc of fifli-hooks, 
though it is morg than probable, that they were ac¬ 
quainted with fome method of catching lifli, which 
would naturally be adopted by thofe who inhabit a fca- 
coad, and who derive no part of their fuflenance fipin 
the productions of the ground. They rejeded the 
fort of filli we oflered them, yet it was evident, that 
flicll-filli. at lead, made a part of their food, from the 
heaps of mufclc-fhclls wc fiiw near the fliorc, and 
about the ufual places of their refort. Their wig¬ 
wams, or habitations, were fmall hovels or llicds, 
built of dicks, and covered with the bark of a tree. 
We had good rcafon to fuppofc, that they fometimes 
took up their rcfidence in the trunks of large trees, 
hollowed out by fire. In or near their huts, and 
wherever there was a heap oflhclls, there we perceived 
the remains of fire; an indubitable proof that they do 
not eat their food raw. Nor do they feem fuch mife- 
rable wretches^as the natives whom Dampier mentions 
to have feen on its w’ellern coad. Yet, we mud here 
obferve, that DampiePs miferable wretches, on the 
. wedern coad of New Holland, in many indanccs, bear 
a driking rcfemblance to thofe fecn by Captain Cook 
at Van Diemen’s Land : as (id.) Their foon becoming 
familiar with drangers. (2nd.) As to their perfons ; 
being draight of dature and thin ; their Ikin thick and 
black; iheirhair black, fliort,and curled, like thofeof the 
negroes of Guinea; with wride mouths, (jdly.) As to 
their mean condition ; having no houfes, no garments, 
no canoes, no indrument to catch large fifli; feeding 
on broiled mufcles, cockles, and pcriwincles; having 
no fruits of the earth ; their weapons a draight pole, 
lharpened and hardened at the end, dec. But the chief 
peculiarities of Dampier’s Hew Hollanders, on account 
of which they arc impro[>crly called miferable wretches, 
are, (id.) Their eye-lids being always half clofed, to 
keep the flies our, which were exceedingly troublcfome 
there; and (zndly.) Their wanting the tw'o fore-tcciii 
of the upper Jaw, and having no beards. 

When the party with Lieutenant King, with whom 
was Mr. Anderfon, Captain Cook’s furgeon, had landed, 
the natives appeared divdled of their fears, and iffued 
from the thickets like herds of deer from a fored. 
They were armed with lances about two feet long, 
terminated with a fliark’s tooth or piece of bone 
fliarpcned to a point, which they threw to a great dif- 
t.incc, and thefc were the whole of theirarmour. Some 
women anvl children were introduced to Mr. King, to 
whom he gave prefents of fuch trifles as he had about 
him. He alfo offered all of them nails, knives, beads, 
and other toys, to which they paid little or no attention, 
but vyere greedy after flircds of red cloth. Mr. An¬ 
derfon hanng, with his ufual diligence, fpent the few 
days we continued in Adventure Bay, in examining 
the natural produdions of the country and icxinhabi- 
tanrs, v:c lhall here infert the fubdance of his remarks; 
and .wG doubt no: but thai ihe obfervations of this in- 
L p genious 
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genious gentleman, will, by the curious part of our 
readers, always be thought worth attending to. There 
is, obferves Mr. Andcrlbn, a beautiful (andy beach, 
about two miles long, at the bottom of Adventure Bay, 
formed, to all appearance, by the particles which the 
fea wafhes from a white fand ftone, that in many places 
bounds the lliore. This beach, about two miles long, 
is well adapted for hauling the fcinc. Behind it is a 
plain, w ith a brackilh lake, out of which w'c caught, by 
angling, fome whitifli bream, and fmall trout. The 
parts adjoining the bay are moftly hilly; and both 
thefe and the flat are adorned with one continued forefl: 
of tall tree.s, rendered almofl: impaflablc to Grangers, 
by breaks of fern, llirubs, and fallen trees : but on the 
Tides of fome of the hills, where the trees are thin, the 
only inteniiption is a coarfc grafs. Northward of the 
bay is low land, ffretching farther than the eye can 
reach, covered only w'lth wood in certain fpots; but an 
opportunity was not afforded us of examining in what 
peculiarities it differed from the hilly country. The 
foil on the flat land, and on the lower part of the hills 
is Tandy, or confifts of a yellowilh earth, and in Tome 
parts of a reddifh clay; but farther up the hills, it is of 
a grey tough call, and appeared to be very poor. Be¬ 
tween the hills, the water drains down from their Tides, 
forming at laff fmall brooks, fulHcient to fupply us with 
water: yet, upon the w hole, this country bears many 
marks of being dry; and, fetting afide its w'ood, might 
be compared to Africa, about the Cape of Good Hope, 
(though that lies 10 degrees farther northward) rather 
than to New Zealand, on its other lidc, in the fame 
latitude, where every valley, however fmall, is furnilhcd 
with a confidcrable ffream of water. We found the 
heat here cxccflive; infomuch, that birds were Teldom 
killed an hour or two, before they were almofl: covered 
with maggots. No mineral bodies, nor ftones of any 
other kind than the white fand ftone, were obfervod by 
us; nor could w’c find any vegetables that afforded the 
fmalleft fubliftence for men. The foreft trees are all 
of one kind, and generally ftraight; branching but little 
till towards the top. The bark is white, which makes 
them appear at a diftance, as if they had been peeled. 
The leaves of this tree are long, narrow, and pointed ; 
and it bears cluftcrs of w'hite fmall flowers, w hofc cups 
were, at this time, plentifully feattered about the 
ground, with another fort refcmbling them fomewhat 
in ftiape, but much larger; which makes it probable 
that there arc two fpecies of this tree. The bark of 
the Tmaller branches, fruit, and leaves, have an agree¬ 
able pungent tafte, and aromatic Tmell, not unlike 
peppermint. The next tree obferved was a fmall one, 
about 10 feet high, branching pretty much, with narrow- 
leaves, and a large, yellow, cylindrical flower, confift- 
ing only of a vaft number of filaments ; w hich, being 
fhed, leave a fruit like a pine-top. Both thefe trees are 
nnknown in Europe. Of plants, by no means nume¬ 
rous, we found a fpecies of gladiolus, rufli, bell-flower, 
famphire, wood-lorrel, milk-wort, cud-wced, Job's 
tears, molfes, and fcveral kinds of fern; but the fpecies 
are either common, or, at leaft, found in fome other 
countries, particularly New Zealand. The only quad¬ 
ruped w'cfaw' diftindly was a fpecies of opulfum, about 
twice the fize of a large rat; of a dufky colour above, 
tinged with a brown or rufty caft, and wEitifti below. 
About the third of the tail, towards its tip, is white, 
and bare underneath ; by which it probably hangs on 
the branches of trees, as it climbs thefe, and lives on 
berries. The kangooroo, found further northward in 
New Holland, may alfo be fuppofed to inhabit here, 
as fome of the natives had pieces of the (kin of that 
animal. From the dung we faw almoft every where, 
ahd from the narrow tracks perceived among the 
fhrubbery, it (hould feem alfo, that they arc in confidc¬ 
rable numbers. The principal forts of birds are brown 
hawks or eagles, crows, large pigeons, ycllowifti paro¬ 
quets, and a fpecies which we called motacilla cyanca, 
from the beautiful azure colour of its neck and head. 
On the (bore were feveral gulls, black oyfter-catchcrs, 
or fea-pics, and plovers of a ftone colour. Thefe birds 
tre all So fcarce and (hy, that the? muft have been 
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harraffed by the natives, who, perhaps, obtain 
their fubfiftence trom them, About the 
the beach, a few wild ducks were feen anfl r 
ufed to perch upon the high leaflet trees ncarTf^ 
We obferved in the woods fome blackifh fna^^ 
we killed an unknown large lizard, i c 1 • 
fix round, beautifully clouded with black o 
The fea affords a much greater plenty and 

we caught rays, nurfes, leather jackets, bream ri 
flounders, gurnards, fmall fpotced mullets a lit’l 
with a filver band on its fide, and elcohanr 
which lart are the mod: numerous, and, thoueh inf ■ 
to many others, are very palatable food. The n« 
number, and fuperior in goodnefs, is a fort noneof!! 
rccollcifted to have feen before. It partakes of tk 
nature both of around and flat fi(h, having then 
placed very near each other, the fore part of iheS 
much flattened or deprelTcd, and the reft rounded h I 
of a brownifh Tandy colour, with rufty fpots on the 
upper part, and whitifh below. From the 


(lime it was always covered with, it feems to live il'tcr 
the manner of flat filli, at the bottom. On the rocks 
are plenty of mufclcs, and other fmall fliell-fifli- alfo 
great numbers of fca-ftars, fmall limpets, and larcc 
quantities of fpongc, one fort of which, that is thrown 
on the fea-ftiore, but not very common, has a mod 
delicate texture. Upon the beach \vc^e found many 
pretty Medufa’s-heads; and the (linking fea-harc, 
which, as mentioned by (bmc authors, has the property 
of taking off the hair by the acrimony of its juice; but 
the fort we examined, was deficient in this rcfpedl 
The infeefts, though few, arc here in confidcrable 
variety; fuefi as gra(s-hopj)ers, butterflies, and fcveral 
forts of moths, finely variegated. Here are two forts 
of dragon-flies, gad, and cameUflies; fcvcral forts of 
fpiders; and (bme fcorpions; the la ft arc rare. Bin 
the moft troublefome, though Icfs numerous tribe of 
infedls, are the miifquitocs; and a large black ant, the 
pain of w hofe bite is almoft intolerable, during the 
Iboit time it lads. 

The inhabitants, with whom we were converfanr, 
feemed mild and chcarful, with little of that favageap* 
pcarance, common to people in their (ituation; nor did 
they difeover the lead referve, or jealoufy, in their in- 
tcrcourfc with ftrangers. With re(pc(ft to pcrfonal 
activity oy genius, they difeovered little of either: as to 
the la ft, tlicy have, to appearance, lefs than the half- 
animated natives of Terra del Fuego, who have not 
invention fufficient to make cloathing for defending 
thcmfclvcs from the rigour of their climate, though 
furnilhcd with materials. They difplay, however, 
(bmc contrivance, in the manner of cutting thcr arms 
and bodies in lines of different diredlions, railed above 
the furfacc of the (kin. Their indifference for our pre- 
fenta, their general inattention, and want of curiofity, 
were very remarkable, and teftified no acutenefs 01 
underftanding. Their complexion is a 
which they fometimes heighten, as we fiippofed* of 
fmutting their bodies ; for a mark was left behind on 
any clean fubftance, when they handled it. 
is pcrfedlly woolly, and is clotted with greafe and re 
ochre, like that of the Hottentots. Their nofes, 
not flat, are broad and full, as is the cafe wJm uj® 
Indians; and the lower part of the face 
fiderably. Their eyes are of a moderate (izc, 
though not very quick or piercing, they ^ 
cmmtcnancc a frank, chearful, and pleafing calt 
teeth are broad, but not equal, nor well fet; an 
from nature, or from dirt, not of f© clear a white ^ 


ufual among people of a black colour. 


Their 


1 , 

are rather wide; but this appearance may be hcig 
by wearing their beards long, and dotted wK ^ Q 
in the fame manner as the hair on their jj^Dy 

the whole, they are well proportioned, though 
is rather protuberant. Their favourite fgjng, 

(land with one fide forward, and one hand 
acrofs the back, the oppofite arm, which, on 
cafion, hangs down by the fide that 
the poets cell us of Fawns and Satyrs dwelling 
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- 7 . is here realized. Near the (liore in 

and hollo" . ■ w retched condrudions ot llicks, 
,hebay "«'^ which like the wigwams of the 

CO"'''" Lnicd to have been only temporary abodes. 
Indians.|,r„eii trees were converted into more 
habitation?. The trunks of thefe were hol- 
to the height of fix orfeven feet, by means of 
That they fometimes dwell in them, was evident, 
u :!■ havlna hearths in the middle made of clay, 
^"’"’[wWchS or five perfons might fit. Thefe 
'f nf llicltcr are permanent; for they leave one fide 
V tree found, fo that it continues growing wfith 
* , l,.xuriance. It does not appear that thefe people 
^cannibals,or. indeed, that they feed upon flefii, as 
wawcaranceof any fuch food could be traced among 
h Filh fruit, and the natural productions of 
!wirth were the only articles of food, that we faw 
hnuttheir fire-places; but, what was Hill more ftrange, 
Zc was neither canoe nor boat to be fecn, though the 
^ntn- abounds with fuch excellent trees. One might 
r«Dt to think, that thefe natives are a fort ot fugi- 
livcs*^ who have been driven to fubfift here m a date of 
baniihment: but that they originate from the fame 
ftock with rhoCe who inhabit the northern parts of New 
Holland is highly probable: and though they differ in 
many refpeds, their diffimilarity may be reafonably ac¬ 
counted for, from the united conlidcrations of dif- 
tance of place, length of time, total reparation, and 
diveriity of climate. Thefe will account for greater 
diftercnccs, both as to the pt rfons, and as to the cuf- 
toins of different people, than really cxift between our 
Van Diemen’s land natives, and thofe deferibed by 
Danipicr, and ih captain Cook’s firft voyage. This is 
certain, that the figure of one of thofe feen in Endea¬ 
vour river, and reprefented in a journal of that voyage, 
(now before us) very much refembles our vifitors in 
Adventure Bay. That there is not the like rcfemblance 
in their languages, is a ciTcumflance that need not create 
anydifiiculty: for though the agreement of languages 
of people living diffant from each other, may be af- 
fumed as a firrong argument for their having fprung 
from one common fource, difagreement of language is 
by no means a proof of the contrary; and we muft 
have a more intimate acquaintance with the languages 
fpoken here, and in the more northern part ot New 
Holland, before we can be warranted to pronounce that 
they are totally different. Nay, wc have good grounds 
for the contrary opinion; for we found, that the animal 
called kangooroo, at Endeavour river, was known un¬ 
der the fame name here; and we need not obferve, that 
irisfcarcely poffible to Aippofe that this was not tranf- 
inittcd from one another, but accidentally adopted by 
two nations, differing in language and extradfion. Bo¬ 
lides, as it feems very improbable, that the inhabitants 
\an Diemen’s land iliould ever have lofl the ufe of 
canoes or failing veffels, if they had been originally 
conveyed hither by fca, we muft neceffarily admit that 
theyj as well as the kangooroo itfelf, have been ftrag- 
glcrsby land from the more northern parts of thccoun- 
ff there is any weight in this remark of Mr. An- 
derfon’s, it will, while it traces the origin of the peo¬ 
ple, at the fame time, ferve to fix another point, (if cap¬ 
tain Cook and captain Furncaux have not decided it 
alrwdy) namely, that New Holland is no where totally 
divided from the fca into illands; and Dampicr, we find, 
"as of this opinion. As the inhabitants of New Hol- 
feem all to be of the fame extradbion, there is no- 
tbingpeculiar in any of them: on the contrary, they 
puich refemblemany of the favages whom we have feen 
jP the iflands of Tanna and Manicola. There is even 
onie rcafon for flippofing, that they may originally have 
fame place with all the natives of the 
j Ocean; for or about ten words we found means 
® get from them, that which is ufed to exprefs cold, is 
to of New Zealand and Otahcitc; the 
cnnri°^ t ^ being mallareedc, the fe- 

dili ^tid the third mar’recde. Upon a 

accurate comparifon drawm 
languages, concludes our curious 
It \\ ill probably be found, that all the people 


from New Holland, eaftward to Eafter ifland, have been 
derived from the fame common root. The fentiments 
of our furgeon, on this fubjeef, are conformable to, and 
coincide with thofe of Mr. Marfden, in his hiftory of 
Sumatra, who obferves, ** That one general language 
prevailed, (howevermutilated and changed in the courfe 
of time,) throughout all this portion of the world, from 
Madagafcar to the moft diftant difeoveries eaftward; 
ot which the Malay is a dialect, much corrupted or re¬ 
fined by a mixture of tongues. This very extenlive 
limilarity of language indicates a common origin of the 
inhabitants; but the circumftarices and progrefs of their 
feparation are wrapped in the darkeft veil of obfeu- 
rity.” 

In the afternoon captain Cook went again on afhore, 
and found the grafs cutters on Penguin ifland, where 
they had met with a plentiful crop of excellent grafs. 
We laboured hard till the evening, and then having 
provided a fuffeient quantity of what w'as moft wanted, 
returned on board. In the courfe of this day captain 
Cook prefented many of the natives with medals, in- 
feribed with the names of the fliips and the comman¬ 
ders, with the date of the year, and that of his Ma- 
jefty’s reign, in order to perpetuate the memory of this 
voyage, provided any future European adventurer, 
prompted by curiofity, ftiould think fit to rcvifit thefe 
remote parts of the fouthern hemifphere. During our 
continuance on this coaft, all hands were employed in 
wooding, watering, over-hauling the rigging, and get¬ 
ting every thing in rcadinefs to continue our voyage; 
and having had cither light airs from the E. or calms, 
little or no time was probably loft by our ftaying here 
a few days. Our fiftiermen alfo were no lefs fuccefsful 
in filhing, during our ftay, than our fowlers in Ihooting 
wild fowl; infomuch, that nothing was wanting to make 
our living here delicious. 

This land was difeovered in November 1642, by Taft, 
man. who gave it the name of Van Diemen’s Land. 
Captain Furneaux touched at it in March 1773. It is 
the fouthern point of New Holland, which is by far 
the largeft ifiand in the known world, and might well 
be taken for, though it docs not deferve the name of, a 
continent. The land is divcrfificd with hills and val- 
lies, and is well wooded. Here is likewife plenty of 
water. The beft, or what is moft convenient for ftiip- 
ing, is a rivulet, which is one of fevcral that fall into a 
fnSl lake, or pond, that lies behind the beach at the 
head of the bay. It there mixes with the fea water; fo 
that it muft be taken up above this pond, which may be 
done without any great trouble. The bay upon the 
whole may be confidered as a fafe road ; for the only 
wind to-which it is expofed is the N. E. and as this blows 
from Maria’s iflands, it can bring no very great fca 
along with it. The bottom is clean, good holding 
ground; and the depth of water from 12 to 4 fathoms. 
The longitude of Adventure Bay was determined by a 
great number of lunar obfervations, and was found to 
be 147 deg. 29 min. E. Its latitude is 43 deg. 21 min. 
20 fee. S- Wc ftiall conclude the hiftory of this day, 
the 29th of January, with a remark of captain Cook’s, 
refpeding the condud of Europeans amongft Savages 
to their women, which the Captain thinks, 'Us highly 
blamcablc; as it creates a jealoufy in their men, that 
may be attended with confequences fatal to the fuccefs 
of the common enterprize, and to the whole body of 
adventurers, without advancing the private pugaofe of 
the individual, or enabling him to gam the objed of his 
wilhes. I believe it has been generally found amon^ 
uncivilized people, that where the women are cafy of 
accefs, the men are the firft to offer them to ftrangers; 
and that, where this is not the cafe, neither the allure¬ 
ment of prefents, nor the opportunity of privacy, will 
be likely to have the defired effed. This obfervation I 
am fure, will hold good, throughout all the parts of the 
South Sea where I have been. Why then Ihould men 
ad fo abfurd a part, as to rifk ihcir own fafety, and 
that of all their companions, in purfuit of a gratifica¬ 
tion which they have no probability of obtaining;” and, 
which if obtained, wc may add, is not only braking a 
divine command, but contrary to an mdifpcnfiblc obli- 
< gauon. 
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nation, of doing as we wifli, in like circumftances, to 
be done unto. 

On the 30th, having got plenty of wood and water 
on board, and whatever clfe the country afforded, the 
fignal was made for unmooring; and, a light vvefterly 
breeze fpringing up, at eight o'clock A. M. we weighed 
anchor, and took our departure from Adventure Bay^ 
By ten we had put to lea, and both fliips were under 
fail; foon after which, the wind became louthcrly and 
produced a perfect ftorm; but veering in the evening to 
the E. and N. E. its fury began to abate. This gale 


was attended wiA an almolt intolcraiThTrT^ 
however, was of fo fliort a continuance rh^ 
our company did not perceive it. 1 „ the nl K u ' 
the 6th and 7th of February, a marine bcl™ 
Difeovery fell over-board, and was drowned 
the fecond misfortune of the kind her crew’h a *" 
nencedftnee her departure from Endand 
•on our direft courfc for New Zealand -^nd L 
the io:h, we deferied Rock’s Point, which^bore^^c'’’*'' 
S. about eight or nine leagues diftant: upon 
fleered for Cape Farewell and Stephens’s 


CHAP. HI. 




f'he Refoliilion and Bifewery, having arrived at Nnv Zealand, anchor in their oldflat ion in J^teen Qjarlotte's Soun.i 
anions there, and intercourje with the Nex' Zealanders.^hifo^inationgained from the mthes with rcrard 
/acre of the Adventures hoafs.crezi:^rwo violent/or?ns^^^ account of Kahoora, who headed the parly thltkHkT' 

-n, 

’ ptrfm iol 


people—Ixvo yoHihs embark mi board the Refolulion to attend Omiah—Hiflorica!, critical, and naut ical ob%r-aiim ^m 
adjacent country of ^leen Charlotte’s Sound deferibed—The foil, plants, animals, &c,^A defeription of tC 
tujloms of the inhabit ant heir drefs, ornaments, buildings, arts, canoes, boats, weapons, ^'c,—ncirboyridcrZi 

iheit enemies, when pdfoners, whofc bodies they mangle ami cat.—Extnhl from a vocabulary of their lan^agc ^ 


H aving made the land of aNew Zealand, we ftecred 
for Cape Farewell, which, on Tuefday the nth, 
at day-break, bore S. by W. diftant about 4 leagues. 
In rounding the cape we had fifty fathoms water over 
a fandy bottom. At nine o’clock P. M. we came up 
with Stephens's ifland, and by ten, the next morning, 
being the 12th, we caft anchor, and took our fiation 
in Ship Cove, Queen Charlotte’s Sound. In the after¬ 
noon we landed a number of empty water caflts, and 
cleared a place for two obfervatories. We likewife fet 
up tents for the guard, and of fuch of our people, 
whofc bufinefs might make it neceffary for them to re¬ 
main on (horc. In the mean time fcveral canoes, filled 
with natives, came along fide of the fiiips; but very 
few of thofe who were in them would venture aboard. 
This appeared the morcexrraordinaiy, as captain Cook 
was well known to them all; one, in particular, had 
been treated by him with difiinguifi.cd kindnefs, during 
his fiay here in a former voyage: yet now, neither pro- 
fefiions of friendlliip, nor prefenrs, could prevail upon 
this man to come into the Ihip. We could only account 
for this referve by fuppofing, that vve had revifited their 
country, in order to revenge the death of captain Fur- 
neaux’s people, who had been killed here. But upon 
captain Cook’s afiiiring them of the continuance of his 
fricndfliip, and that he ihould not moleft them on that 
account, they foon laid alide all appearance of fufpi- 
cion and difiruft. On Thurfday the 13th, wc pitched 
two tents, one for each fliip, on the fame fpot where 
wc had formerly eretfted them. We alfo fet up the ob- 
fervatorics, in which Mclfrs. King and Bailey immediately 
commenced their afironomical operations. Two of our 
mon were employed in brewing fpruce beer; while 
others filled the water calks, collected grals for the cat¬ 
tle, and cut wood. Thofe who remained on board 
were occupied in repairing the rigging, and performing 
4 hc necefiary duties of the fiiips. A guard of marines 
was appointed for the protedion of the different par¬ 
ties on fliorc, aiKl arms were given to the workmen, to 
repel all attacks from the natives, if they had been 'in¬ 
clined to molcff US; but this did not appear to be the 
Oafe; for during the courfeof this day, a great number 
of families came from different parts of the coaft, and 
took up their refidence clofe by us; fo there was not a 
fpot in the cove where a hut could be put up, that w'as 
not occupied by them, except the place wkcrc we had 
fixed our little encampment. The facility with which 
they build their temporary habitations, is very remark¬ 
able. They have been feen to cretft raore than twenty 
ol them on a fpot of ground, that, not an hour befor^ 
was covered with llirubs and plants. IKcy generally 
bringfome part of the materials with them* the reft 
ikey find upon the premifes. Our Captain was prefent 
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when a number of people landed, and built oheoftheif 
Villages. The canoes had no fooner reached the Ihorc; 
than the men leaped out, and took pofll-fllonof apicrt 
of ground, by tearing up the plants and Ihrubs, orltick- 
ingupfomeparcof the Framing of a hut. They then 

returned to their canoes, and fecured their weapons, br 
retting thern up againft a tree, or placing them in fuc'b 
apofition, that they could be laid hold of in an indnnr. 
While the men were thus employed, the women were 
not idle. Some were appointed to take care of the 
canoes; others to feeure the provifions, and the few 
utenfils in their polfelTion; and the reft went to gather 
dry fficks, that a fire might be prepared for drefling 
their victuals. Thefe huts are fufficiently calculated 
for afford ing ffieltcr from the rain and wind. Thcfamc 
tribe, or family, however large, generally aflbeiateand 
build together; fo that wc frequently faw a village, as 
well as tneir larger tow'ns,divided into dilTcrcntdillrnlb^ 
bv low pallifadcs, or a fimilar method of reparation. 
We received confidcrablc advantage from the natives 
thus coming to take up their refidence with us: for 
every day lome of them were employed in catching 
fifli, a good fhare of which we generally procured by 
exchanges. This fupply, and what our own nets and 
lines affbjdcd us, was fo ample, that wc felddm were 
in want of fifli. Befides which, we had other refreOi- 
ments in abundance; Cclciy, feurvy-grafs, and jwrt- 
ablc foup, were boiled with the peafe and wheat, for 
both fhips companies, every day, and they had fprucc 
beer for their drink. Such a regimen would foon have 
removed all feeds of the feurvy from our people, if any 
of them had contracted it; but the truth is, onoifrar¬ 
rival here, wc had only two invalids in both fiiips, 
the fick lift, and thefe were on board the Rcfolution. 
Wc were occafionally vifited by other natives, 
thofe who lived clofe to us. Their articles of traffic 
were fiffi, curiofities, and women; the two M 01 
which were eafily difpofed of, but the latter did not 
come to a good market. oUr crew having conceived 1 
difiikc to them. Captain Cook obferves upon thisoc* 
cafion, that he connived at a conneeftion with women, 
becaufe he could not prevent it; but that he never en¬ 
couraged it, bccaufc he dreaded the confcqucnces. 
know, indeed, fays the Captain, that many men arc ^ 
opinion, that fuch an inrcrcourfe is one of our 
feciirities amongft favages; and r 

either from ncceffity or choice, are to remain j 
with them, may find it fo. But w'ith 
tranfient vifitors, fuch as wc were, it 
wifc; and, inourfituation, a connection with 
men betrays more men than it faves. VVhac ^ 
be rcafonably cxpe( 5 lcd, fince all their view's 
without the Jeaft mixture of regard or attacnn-^ 
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' “hn headed the party that cut off captain 
Kahoora.*’’® ,g. himfelf killed Mr. Rowe, the 
purneaiixsp P He was far from being be- 

'“'his countrymen, fomeof whoin even impor- 

Ipved by n's . . |.jii hj,„^ at the fame time ex- 

difapprobationof him in the fevereft 

pttlfing ift^ikins proof of the divifions that prevail 
K^fr Se occurred to us, for the inhabit- 
oh villaee by turns, folicited ourComman- 
^ othL. On the isth. we made an 
'“r n n’^fwreh after grafs, and vifited a Hippah, 
jjeurfion- ' . g w. point of the illand of 

ortorufied ^here our garden had been 

Honiara, a a 

onnrlition in the fpots that had been culti- 
b.. or.h= fad. 

; k Mr Bailey in 1773, not the lead veftige re- 
^It is probable they had been rooted out to 
““I" Ion, for buildings, when the village was rem- 
lUbkcd. At theotheriardens, now wholly over-run 
hh weeds we found cabbages, onions. leek^ purflain. 

" muftard and a tew potatoes. Thefe lad. 

f Cm the Se of Good Hope, had been 
^mti improved by chLge of foil, and by proper cul- 
fivation, sLld be fuperior to thofe produced in mod 
£ countries; but the New Zealanders, though fond 
of this root, had not taken the trouble to plant a Tingle 
one- but were it not for the difficulty of clearing the 
croilnd where potatoes had once been planted, there 
Lid not have been any now remaining. As to the 
hippah, we found no people in it, but the houfesand 
Jhfadcs had been rebuilt, and were now m a ftate ot 
^ repair; and wefaw evident marks of its having 
L inhabited not long before. ^ 

On the 16th, the two Captains, accompanied by 
pmiah and feveral officers, fet out, in five boats, to 
colled fodder for the cattle. Having proceeded about 
three leagues up the found, they landed on the E. fide, 
where they cut a quantity of grafs, fufficient to load two 
launches. On their return down the found, they vi¬ 
fited Grafs Cove, the place where captain Furncaux’s 
people had been murdered. While on this memorable 
fpot, curiofity induced them to enquire into the cir- 
cumftances attending the melancholy fate of our coun- 
rrj'nicn. Here they met with captain Cook’s old friend 
jPedro,w’ho is mentioned by him in the hidory of his 
fecoiid voyage. He and another New Zealander re¬ 
ceived them on the beach, armed with the fpear and 
patoo, tliqugh not without manifcfl figns of fear. 
Their apprehcnfions, however, were quickly diffipated 
by a few prefents, which brought dow’ii to the ffiore two 
or three other families. Omiah we are informed was 
made ufe of as an interpreter between our people and 
the natives, his language being a dialedl of that of New* 
Wand: but in a journal, belonging to a gentleman on 
board the Difeovery, this circumltancc is differently re¬ 
nted, and as this, and the character of Omiah, is con¬ 
trary to that given by the company of the Refolution, 
^’c fhall here lay it before our readers. " Omiah, who 
could fcarce make himfelf underftood, nor indeed could 
beunderftand the natives fo well as many ot the com¬ 
mon men who had been frequently here before; yet be- 
inga favourite with captain Cook, was always preferred 
when in company, to confer with the natives, and was 
oefirc^ by him, when he met any of them alone, to 
tjoeftion them concerning the maffacre of our people 
mat had happened fomc time ago, and from what 
it took its rife; and he hoped to come at the 
^^b, as the natives, in gencml, w^cre friendly and 
rwdy to furniffi the (hips with whatever their country 

* .W. But from what Omiah was able to learn, cap- 
wm Cook received no fatisfadiom It ftiould feem, 

• f m Otaheite there are two dialedhs fpoken, as in al- 
oli every other part of the world; one by the priefts, 

A another by the common people. This was appa- 


t^hcre; 


i me common people, i nis waa 
for Tupia who accompanied Mr. Banks to 


this place, in captain Cook’s fecond voyage roynd the 
world, could converfe with the natives fiuently, and wa2 
in fuch encem with them, that lus memory is held in 
veneration from one end of the iBand to the other at 
this day; Obedee likewifc, wl^o was of the cla's of are- 

oes, or gentlemen, and who accompanied captain Cook^ 
in his lall voyage, from Otaheite to the Hebrides, New 
Zealand, Ec^llcr Illand, and the Marquifas, could con¬ 
verfe with the New Zealanders, though 'Omiah could 

not, a proof that he was of the inferior clafs iii his own 
country. While we continued here, he found frequent 
opportunities to difeover his real charadlcr, when from 
under the watchful eye of his proteiffor and friend. He 
had grog always at his command, and was fometimes 
entrufted to give it out, efpccially when any extrsi 
quantity was to be delivered by the Captain’s orders for 
hard fervicc, or on days of feffivity. At thofe times 
he was clofely watched, and was never known to run 
into excefs; but when the Cappain was abroad for whole 
days and nights, and he left in charge of liquors, he fee 
no bounds to his excefs, and would drink, till he wal¬ 
lowed like a fwinc in his own filth. At tbofe times he 
outaefed the favage in every kind of fcnfuality; and 
when he could no longer adl the brute, he WQuld ofterf 
aCT the drunkard; forming, roaring, brandiOupg his 
arms, and by the contortions of his mouth and face, 
fettingat defiance, after the manner of his country, the 
whole hoft of his enemies, who were reprefented by the 
common failors, with whom, upon thefe occafibns, he 
was generally furrounded; and who knew how to prac¬ 
tice upon him, as he endeavoured to do upon the poor 
Zealanders. He was indeed far from being ill natured, 
morofe, or vindii^bve; but he was fometimes fulky. 
He was naturally humble, but htld grown proud by 
habit; and pride To ill became him, that he was al¬ 
ways glad when he could put it off, and appear among 
the petty officers with his natural cafe. This was the 
true charaCTer of Omiah, (in the opinion of our jourtia- 
lift), who might be faid, perhaps, by accident, to have 
been raifed to the highefl: pitch of human happinefs, 
only tofuffer the oppofitc extrern.e, by being again re¬ 
duced to the loweff order of rational beings.” 

Pedro, and the reff who were prefent of the natives, 
anfwered all the queftions put by Omiah, by captaiit 
Cook’s orders, without rel'erve, like men who had n6 
concern in the unfortunate tranfaction at Grafs Cove. 
Their information imported, that while the boats-crew 
of the Adventure were at dinner, fome of the natives 
ffole, or fnatched from them, feme filli and bread, fot 
which offence they received fome blows: a quarrel en- 
fued immediately, and two of the New Zealandcis were 
fliot dead, by the onlv two mufquets that were fired; 
for before a third was difeharged the natives ruffied fu-- 
rioufly upon our people, and, being fuperior in number, 
dellroyed them all. Pedro, and his companions, alfo 
pointed out the fpot where the quarrel happened, and 
the place where the boat lay, in which a black fervant 
of captain Furneaux had been left to take care of it. 
According to another account, this negro was the oc- 
cafionof the quarrel; for one of the natives ffeahng 
fomething out of the boat, the black gave him a vio¬ 
lent blow with a flick. His countrymen hearing his 
cries, at fomc diflance, imagined he was killed, and im¬ 
mediately attacked our people, who before they could 
reach the boat, or prepare themfelvcs againft the uncx- 
peaed affault, fell a facrifice to the fury of the exafpe- 
rated fava^cs. The former of thefe accounts was cor-' 
roborated by theteftiBW 

could have no intefc'ft in difguifing the truth. The 
latter account refts upon the authority ol the young^ 
New Zealander, who quitted his country for the fake bt 
going with us, and who, therefore, could not, as 
may rcafonably fuppofe, be inclined to deceive 
As they all agiecd, that the affray happened'while the 

boat’s-crew were at dinner, both the accounts ymy bp 

true* for it is by no means improbable, that, while foitic 

of the iflanders were dealing from the man who had 

been left to guard the boat, others might take equal li¬ 
berties with thofe who were on ffiore. It appears, that 
there w^as no premeditated plan of bioodnicd, ai^ 

5 Q. ^ 
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that, if thcfc thefts had not been rather loo haflily re- 

fented, all inifehief would have been avoided ; for Ka- 
hoora’s greateft enemies acknowledged, that he had no 
previous intention of quarrelling. With regard to the 
boat, fome faid, that it had been pulled to pieces and 
burnt; while others afferted, that it had been carried off 
by a party of ftrangers. We have received from a gen¬ 
tleman on board the Difeovery fome other remarkable 
particulars, relating to this myfterious affair, included 
in the relation of an adventure, which, though the 
parties are not of the higheft clafs, our readers, notwith- 
ftanding, may think worth relating. 

Belonging to the Difeovery was a youth, with whom 
a young Zealander girl, about fourteen years of age, 
fell defperately in love, nor was Ihe wholly indifferent 
to our adventurer. What time he could fpare, he ge¬ 
nerally retired with her, and they fpent the day, but 
oftener the night, in a kind of fiient converfation, in 
which, though words were wanting, their meaning was 
perfedily underftood. Moments Hy rapidly on, that are 
fpent in mutual endeavours to pleafe. She, on her part, 
had no will but his own, and he, in return, w'as no lefs 
attentive to hers. Minds fo difpofed naturally incline 
to tender themfelves agreeable. A conformity in man¬ 
ners and drefs become fignificant figns between lovers. 
Though he appeared amiable in her eyes in the drefs of 
a Granger, yet he wilhed to render himfelf more fo, 
by ornamenting his perfon after the fafliion of her coun¬ 
try; accordingly he fubmitted to be tattowed from head 
to foot; nor was (lie lefs folicitousto fet off herfelf to 
the bell advantage. She had fine hair, and her chief 
pride was in the drefs of her head. The pains flie 
took, and the decorations flie ufed, w'ould have done 
honour to an European beauty, had not one thing been 
wanting to render it dill more pleafing. Ghowannahe 
(that was her name) though young, was not fo delicate, 
but that the traits of her country might be traced in 
her locks. To remedy this misfortune, and to render 
it lefs offenfive, (be was furnilhed with combs, and 
taught by her lover how to ufc them. After being pro¬ 
perly prepared, he would by the hour amufe himfelf 
with forming her hair into ringlets, wlych flowed care- 
Icfsly round her neck, with a kind of coronet rifing 
from her temples, gave her an air of dignity, that 
added frefh charms to the brilliancy of her eyes. The 
diflike arifing from colour gradually wore off, and the 
ardent delire of rendering their fentiments more and 
more intelligible to each other, gave rife to a new lan¬ 
guage, confifting of words, looks, and geflures, by which 
pleafure and pain were more forcibly exprefled than by 
the moll refined fpcech. Having at firff acquired the 
ait of imparting their pallions, they very foon im- 
proved it to the (lory of their lives. Love and jealouiy 
directed her enquiries concerning the women in the 
world from whence became, wilhing, at the fame time, 
that he would (lay with her, and be a Kakikoo or chief! 
He made her to underlland, that the women in her 
country were all tatoo (man-killers) and if he flayed 
with her flie would kill him. She replied no; flie 
would ch-na-row, love him. He faid her people would 
kill him. She replied no, if he did not (hoot them. 
He made her to underfland, that nine or ten of the men 
of this wwld, had been killed and eaten by her people, 
though they did not flioot them. Her anfwer Jas, that 
was a great w hile ago, and the people came from the 
hills roa, roa, meaning -a great way off. This excited 
his curiolity to know, if any of her relations were 
among the murderers; (he fighed, and appeared much 
afleded, when he afked her that queltion. He de¬ 
manded if flie was at the fcafl when they broiled and 
eat the men? Slie wept, and, looking wiflifully at him, 
hung down her head. He became flill more prefling as 
(he grew more referved. He tried every winning way 
that love and curiofity fuggefled, to learn from her what 
he found Ihe knew, and w hat Ibc feemed fo determined 
to conceal: but Ihe artfully evaded all his queflions. 

He afked her, why flic w as fo fecrct ? She pretended 
not to underfland him. He repeated the fame quef- 
tion, at the fame time doling his eyes and keeping them 
ihut. She continued to weep, but made him no an- 


fwer. Finding all his perfuarionril^TT'''— 
from her, feemingl^ in anger, and 
her. She cauglit him round the neck i^ 'ns, 
ration of mmd. He afked her whai V''‘“''"'Jiti 
why ihe wept? She faid, they would kin k S 
He faid, they fhould not know it. TiJn^k' 
her. file faid. He anfwercd no, but love h 
more prelling her to his bofom at the fam. 
wkich Ihe grew more compofed, and faid ft “N 
him all Ihe knew. She then made him und!’’ 
one Gooboa.a bad man, who had been >l>« 

and had ftolen many things, when he " 
that it waspreparingto depart, went upintodl^ka, 
try, to the hippah. and invited the warri. 
down and kill the ftrangers. They at lirft r r° 
mg, the ftrangers were ftrongcr than thev 
kill them with their pow-pfw, or 
them, they n^d not fear, tbr he knew where ' 
come before they departed, in orderto get 
goury, or cattle, and that on fuch occalln i 
their pow-pow behind them in the Ihio 
about the ground, while they were « Sk 
they w’ere no enemies but friends ami tL 
kill men with whom they were in’friendniin Ti!!! 
faid, they were vile enemies and wicked mcLnrf“*“ 
plained of theft chaining him, and beating’ hb aid 
fliewed them the marks and bruifes he had 3™ 
the Ihip; and told them bclidcs, how they ighTfili 
their pow-pow, by only throwing water fver hi 
and then they could not hurt them^ Gooboa lift 
undertook to condud them in fafety to the place wh re 
the ftrangers were to come, and Ihcwed them where 
they might conceal themfelvjs, till he fliould come a id 
give them notice; which he did. That when thTmm 
were bufy about getting grafs, and not appmhendina 
any dangw or harm, the warriors ruflied out upon thenk 
and killed them, and afterwards divided their bodies 
among them. She added, that there were women as 
well as men concerned; and that the women made the 
hres, while the warriors cut the dead bodies in pieces. 
That they did not cat them all at once, but only their 
hearts and livers; that the warriors had the heads, 
which wereefleemed the befl, and the reft of thcflcih 
was diflributed among the croud. Having by various 
queflions in the courfe of fcveral days, extorted this re- 
lation, of which, he laid, he had no reafon to doubt the 
truth, he forbore to afk her, what part her relations and 
herfclt bore in this tragedy, as there was reafon to be¬ 
lieve, they were all equally concerned. He was, how¬ 
ever, very folicitous to learn, if any fuch plot was now in 
agitation againfl the people that might be Tent, upon 
the fame fervice to Grafs Cove, or any other conve¬ 
nient place. Her anfwer was, no: the warriors vvete 
afraid at firfl, that the fliips were come to revenge the 
death of their friends, and that w'as the reafon why (he 
was forbidden to fpeak of killing the ftrangers, or to 
own any knowledge of that incident, fhould Ihc be 
queflioned concerning it. She Paid, flic was but a 
child, not ten years old; but flic remembered the talk 
of it, as a gallant aeflion of great atchievement, and that 
fongs of praife were made upon that occafion. In the 
courfe of his converfation with this girl, who feemed to 
be of the fecond clafs, he learned many things con¬ 
cerning the natural temper of the natives, and their do- 
mcflic policy. She (aid, the people of T’Avi-Poc- 
nammoo, or thefouthern divifion of the ifland, were a 
fierce bloody people, and had a natural hatred to the 
people of Ea-hei-no-mauwc, and killed them, when 
found at any time in their country; but that the people 
of Ea-hei-no-mauwc were a good people, and friendly 
to one another, but never fuft'ered any of the people ^ 
T’Avi-Pocnammooto fettle among them, bccaufc thfy 
were enemies; that thefe two nations, the people of the 
north part of the found, and thofe of the fouth, were 
ever at w'ar, and eat one another; but that the peop ^ 
of either country, when they fought, never eat one 
then With refpc^fl to their domeftic policy, 
the fathers had the (blc care of the bojs as foon as t 
could walk, and that the girls were left wholly at t ^ 
mother’s difpofal. She Sid, it was a crime lor a m ^ 
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to correcfl her Ton, after he was once taken under 

Drotc<^lion of the father; and that it was always re- 
r nted by the mother, if the father interfered with the 
Lnagcment of the daughters. She faid. the boys, 
{vom their infancy, were trained to war, and both boys 
andeirls were taught the arts of fifhing, weaving their 
cts^and making their hooks and lines: that their 
canoes came from a far country, and they got them in 
exchange for cloth, which was chiefly manufadured 
bv the women: that their weapons and w^orking tools 
defeended from father to fon, and that thofe w ho 
were taken in battle fupplied the rifing generation: 
that they had no kings among them, but that they had 
men who converfed w ith the dead, who were held in 
reat veneration, and confultcd before the people went 
to the wars: that thefe w’ere the men who addrefled 
ftrangers that came upon the coafl:, firft in the language 
of peace, at the fame time denouncing vengeance 
againft them, if they came with any hoflile deiign: 
that their perfons were held facred, and never killed 
in the wars, which ever fide prevailed : that when the 
warriors of either nation made prifoners, they were 
never of the meaner fort, but of fome chiefs, whom 
they afterw'ards killed and eat, but that to the com¬ 
mon fort they never gave quarter : that they fometimes 
tortured an enemy, if they found him lurking fingly in 
the woods, looking upon him as coming upon no good 
defign; but never otherwife: that they lived chiefly 
upon fifli, which were caught in the found in abun¬ 
dance, during the fummer; but that in the winter they 
retired to the north, where they fubfified on the fruits 
of the earth, with which they w'erc fupplied for their 
labour, working in the plantations, or aflifting the 
builders in fabricating their boats. The intelligence 
thus obtained from this young Zealander appears to be 
authentic fi-om many circumftances; but chiefly from 
obferving, that the large vcfTels that came from the 
north to trade, fcveral of them having 90 or too per¬ 
fons on board, had never any fifii to fell, but were laden 
with the various manufactures of cloth, wood, and 
green ftones, formed into implements of ufe, or con¬ 
fiding of raw materials ready prepared for fabrication. 
Their crews appeared to be of a fuperior clafs to thofe 
who conftantly plied in the found, and were under pro- 
perdifcipline; whereas the fifliingboats feemed to be the 
foie property of the occupiers, no other perfon claiming 
any fuperiority over them. 

Ourjparty belonging to the Refolution continued in 
Grafs Cove till the evening, when having loaded the 
reft of the boats with grafs, cellery, &c. wc then em¬ 
barked to return to the (hips; but had fcarccly left the 
Ihore, when the wind began to blow violently at N. W. 
fothat it was not without great difficulty that we could 
reach the fliips, where fome of the boats did not arrive 
till the next morning, and we had but juft got aboard, 
when the gale incrcafed to a perfed ftorm, attended 
wirh heavy rain ; but, in the evening, the wind veering 
to the eaft, brought on fair weather. No work could 
p forward on the 17th, but on the 18ch our men re¬ 
turned their different employments, the natives ventured 
out to catch fifh, and Pedro with his whole family, came 
torefide near us. The proper name of this chief is Mara- 
nouah; but fome of Captain Cook’s^ompany had given 
appellation of Pedro in a former voyage. On 
Inurfdaythe 20th, we had another ftorm, olTefs duration 
J^han the former, but much more violent; and we had 
carcely men enough on board to hand the fails. By 
en 0 clock, A. M. the ftrong gales drove the Difeovery 
mm her moorings ; and it was owing to providence 
^f* run foul of the Refolution, fiie did not 

rr 1 J furge carrying her otf inftantancoufly, with 
* t e damage to either (hip. All hands on board were 
1 ”^® tbe utmoft confufion. No fooner was file 
ftr ffijps got down rop-gallant-yards, 

cflhi lowered the yards, got in the 

moored with their beft bower anchors, and 
Que^* f ftorm. Thefe rempefts are fre- 

nearer the ftiore, the more their 
at th for the neighbouring mountains, which, 

^ times, are loaded with vapours, not only in- 


43 » 

creafe the force of the wind, but alter its dircdlion in 
fuch a manner, that no two blafts follow each other 
from the fame quarter. The gale continuing the whole 
day, no Indians came to trade. On the 21ft, a tribe 
or family of about 30 perfons came from the upper 
part of the found to vilit us, whom we had not fecn 
before. Their chief was named Tomatongcauooranuc. 
He was about the age of forty-five, having a frank, 
chearful countenance; and the reft of his tribe were, 
upon the whole, the moft handfome of all the New 
Zealanders that we had feen. By this time upwards 
of two-thirds of the natives of Queen Charlotte's 
Sound had fettled near us, numbers of w'hom daily rc- 
forted to the fhips. and our encampment on Ihore ; but 
the latter was moft frequented, during the time when 
our people were making fcal-blubber; for no Green¬ 
landers were ever fonder of train oil, chan our friends 
here feemed to be: they relifhed even the dregs of the 
calks, and (kimmings of the kettle, and confidcred 
the neat (linking oil as a moft delicious feaft. Having 
got on board a fupply of hay and grafs, fuflicient for 
the cattle during our paifage to Otaheite ; and having 
complcated our wood and water, we ftruck our tents, 
and brought every thing off from the (bore. 

On the 23d, in the morning, the old Indian, who had 
harangued the captains when they approached the 
fliore, repaired on board the Difeovery, and made a 
prefent to her captain of a compleat (land of their 
arms, and fome very excellent fifii, which were kindly 
received ; and, in return. Captain Clerke gave him a 
brafs patoo-patoo, made exadly in their fafliion and 
manner, on which were engraven his majefty's name 
and arms, the names of the (hips, the date of their de¬ 
parture from England, and the bufinefs they were fent 
upon; he gave himlikewifea hatchet, a knife, fome 
glafs ornaments, and nails, which he highly prized, 
though of fmall value. In the evening lome of the 
natives brought a man bound, whom they ofiered to 
fell, but their offer being rcjcdled, they carried him 
back, and in the night, a moft horrid yelling was heard 
in the woods, which excited the curiofity of our gen¬ 
tlemen to examine into the caufe. The cutter was 
ordered to be manned, a paity of marines to be put 
on board, and the two captains, with proper attendants, 
diredled their courfe to the weft-fide of the bay, w here 
they faw fcvcral fires juft lighted, and where they hoped 
to have furprized the natives. Before they had put their 
poor captive to death, whom they had juft before con- 
fignedtoflavery; but inthis hope they were difappointed. 

Though the natives appeared friendly during our 
ftay, it was judged proper to keep the time of our de¬ 
parture (ecret till all things were on board, and we 
were ready to fet fail. This precaution Captain Cook 
thought the more neceffary from what we knew of the 
treachery of the favages. By not allowing them to 
concert any new plot, he fccured cffecftually our foraging 
parries from the danger of a furprize, and by fuddenly 
giving orders to fail, he prevented our nien from ram¬ 
bling after the women when their bufinefs was done, 
which they never failed to do whenever it w'as in their 
power. The foraging parties here mentioned are 
thofe who were fent to the coves, at the diftance of 
perhaps three or four leagues from the (hips, to cut 
grafs for the live ftock, and to gather herbs to boil 
with the portable foup for the men; and thofe who 
were ftationed in the woods, to get fpruce to brew into 
beer for their prefervation from the feurvy, againft 
which that liquor, as we have already oBferved, was 
found a moft powerful antidote. Of grafs and herbs 
a large quantity was brought on board, and of fpruce 
as much as ferved the two crews for drink near thirty 
days, during which time no grog was delivered out. 
The parties ordered upon thefe fervices went always 
well armed, and were guarded by marines, though 
Captain Cook entertained very high notions of the 
honour as well as bravery of the New Zealanders. 

On Monday the 24ih, we weighed anchor, and ftood 
/)ut of the Cove; but the wind not being fo fair as we 
could have wilhed, and knowing the tide of ebb would 
be fpent before we could get out of the found, we caft 
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anchor again a little without the ifland of Mocuara, to 
wait for a more favourable opportunity of putting into 
Cook’s Strait. While we were getting under fail, the 
captain gave to Tomatongeauooranue two pigs, a boar 
and a fow; and to Matahouah two goats, a male and 
female, after they had promifed not to deftroy them. 
As to the animals which Captain Furncaux had Icfthere, 
we were told they were all dead ; but no intelligence 
could be obtained concerning thofe Captain Cock had 
left in Weft Bay, and in Cannibal Cove, in his former 
voyage; however, all the nativea we converfed with 
agreed, that poultry arc now to be met with wild in 
the woods behind Ship Cove; and we were afterwards 
informed, by the two New Zealand youths, who went 
away with us, that Tiratou, a popular chief, had in his 
polTellion many cocks and hens, befides a fow. We had 
neVt been long at anchor near Motuara, before fcveral 
canoes, filled w'ith natives, came towards us,, and we 
carried on a brifk trade with them for Gurioftties.. In 
one of thefe canoes was Kahoora, whom Omiah pointed 
out immediately to Captain Cook; and he being the 
leader of the party who had cut off the crew of the 
Adventure’s boat, Omiah folicited our commander to 
flioot him. Not fatisfied with this, he addreffed him- 
fdf to that chief, threatening. to be his executioner, 
fhould he ever prefume to vifit us again: but tiiis 
menace had fo little influence upon Kahoora, that he 
returned to us the next morning, accompanied with 
his whole family. Omiah, having obtained Captain 
Cook’s permilhon, introduced him into the cabbin, 
laying, " There is Kahoora, kill him,” but fearing, 
perhaps, he fliould be called upon to put his former de¬ 
claration in execution, he inftantly retired. In a fliort 
time, however, he returned ; and perceiving the chief 
remained unhurt, he remonftrated to the captain with 
much earneftnefs, faying, Why do you not kill him? 
If a man kills another in England he is hanged: this 
man has killed ten, yet you will not kill him.” Thefe 
arguments, however plaufiblc, had no weight with our 
commander, who defircd Omiah to afle the New Zealand 
Chief, why he had killed Captain Furncaux’s people? 
Confounded at this queftion, Kahoora hung down his 
head, folded his arm>, and feemed in expectation of 
immediate death: but as foon as he was aflured of 
fafety, he became chearful. He appeared, however, 
ftill unwilling to anfwer the queftion which had been 
put to him, till after repeated promifes, that no violence 
ftiould be oflered him. Upon this he at laft ventured 
to inform us, that one of the natives having brought a 
Hone hatchet for the purpofe of barter, the perfon to 
whom it was offered took it, and refufed either to re¬ 
turn it, or give any thing in exchange for the fame, 
whereupon the owner feized fomc bread as an equiva¬ 
lent, and this gave rife to the quarrel that enfued. He 
alfo faid, that he himfelf during the diftui-bance had a 
narrow efcapc; for a mufquct was levelled at him, 
which he found means to avoid by fkulking behind 
the boat; bat another man, who happened to ftand 
clofe to him, was fliot dead. As foon as the mufquet 
was difeharged, he, (Kahoora,) inftantly attacked Mr. 
Row, the officer, commander of the party, who defend¬ 
ed himfelf with his hanger, (with which he gave 
Kahoora a wouikI in the arm,) till he was overpowered 
by numbers. The remainder of Kahoora’s account of 
this unhappy affair, diflered very little from what we 
had before learnt from the reft of his countrymen. 
Moft of thefe whom we had' converfed with, expected 
that Captain Cook would take vengeance on Kahoora 
for his concern in the maflacrc; and many of them not 
only wilhed it, but teftified their fuq^rizc at the cap¬ 
tain’s forbearance and moderation. As the chief rauft 
have been made acquainted with the fentiments of the 
natives, it >vas a matter ofaftonifliment, ihat he foofeen 
put himfelf in our power: his two laft vifits, in particular, 
wore made under fudi circumftances, that he could not 
have flattered himfelf with a probability of cfcaping, 
had the captain been inclined to detain him ; and yet, 
when his lirft fears, on being queftioned, had fubfided, 
fo far was he from entertaining imcafy fenfations, that, 
on feeing in the cabbin a portrait of a New Zealander, 

I 


1 he requefted that his-own likenefs might 
without the fmallcft token of impatience fop 
Webber had ftniftied his portrait. Captain 
ndred his courage, and was pleafed with coafi^ent 
which he repofed in him ; for he placed his ^ i 
fafety in the uniform declarations of the captain K 
he had always been a friend to the padvesi ^ L??] 
continue fo till they gave him reafon to behave oZ' 
wife; that he ftiould think no more of their barba 
treatment of our countrymen, as that tranfa^iion ^ 
happened long ago; but that, if they lliould ever ven 
ture to make a fecond attempt of that kind, thev 
reft afliired of feeling the full weight of his refent^ent 
Mr. Burney, whom Captain Furncaux difpatchcd wirh 
an armed party, in fcarchofhis people who were mif 
fing, had, upon difeovering the melancholy proofs of 
this eataftrophe, fired feveral vollies among the natives 
who were ftill on the fpot, and were probably partakintp 
of the horrid banquet of human flefh. It was rcafent 
able to fuppofc this firing might not be inefechiab 
but upon inquiry it appeared, tltat not a Angle perfon 
had been killed, or even wounded, by the ftiot which 
Mr. Burney's people had difeharged. 

We muft here obferve, that previous to the (hips 
failing, the crews of both w'ere ordered upon deck, as 
ufual, to anfwer to their names, when one, gn hpaid 
the Difeovery, was milTing, This was the lover, 
(whofe epifode, having already begun, wefliall now 
conclude,) who pretended ficknefs, in order to fecili- 
rate his cfcape from the fhip. With this view, as fopg 
as he had palfed the furgeon's examination, and th? 
coaft was clear, he drefled himfelf in the habit of a 
New Zealander; and, being tatlowed air over, to fay 
the truth, the copy was not eafily to be diftinguidied 
from the original. Ghowannahe, who was in the fecret, 
had aflTembl^ her friends together, and fent them on 
board in order :to increafe the crowd, which, uponfuch 
occallons, when fhips are ready to fail, are generally 
pretty numerous. Among this party he found a fa^ 
vourable opportunity to mix, and haftening to their 
canoe, when the decks were ordered to be cleared, they 
were not long in paddling to fhore. The pleafurc 
which Ghowannahe cxprclfed, on feeing the (hip fee 
fail, cannot eafily be (conceived, but her joy was of (horc 
continuance. In the afternoon, our adventurer's mefs- 
mate went down to enquire after his health, and was 
not a little furprized when no anfwer was returned, 
He thought, at firft, he might have retired; but on 
fearching every wiherc belgw to no elfed, he gave the 
alann throughout the fhip, when it w'as difeovered, 
that he had eloped bag and baggage; and that the che(i 
he bad left in his birch was empty. A nfieffengcr was 
inftantly difpatched on board the Refolution, to know 
how to proceed; and when the melTage was delivered# 
the two captains and oflicers were enjoying their bottle. 
At firil it only furniflred ^ fubjeeft: of harmlefe plea- 
fantry; but it came to be ferioufty debated at law, 
whether the man ftiould be feat for back, or TOlly 
deferred. Some were in doubt, whether an accident 
might not have happened; but that doubt wps fooa 
cleared up, when it was known, that his effe<fts werp 
mifllngas well as the man. Moftof the;G(hcer 3 pre'* 
fenc were for leaving him to follow his own humout; 
ibut Captain Cook thinking it would ;be a bad pro* 
cedent, and an encouragement to other enamounat(^» 
when they came to the happier climes, to fojipw > 
example, was for fending an armed force, and btmgiJP 
the lover back at all hazards. Of this opinion 
Captain Clerke, with whom this man was .a 
who gave orders for the cutter to be goj 

A ferjeant’s guard of nvarines to be put on boarOi 
hismeflTmate as a guide to dired them to P 
where he was to be found. Thefe oeders 
carried into execution. It was midnight beiore^ 
cutter could reach the landing-place, fnqt 

the morning -before the marines could find . 
where the lovers ufed to meet. They furpp^n 
a profound fteep,whcr> he was dreaming of 
doms and diadems;.of living with his Gho\v;in 
royal ftacc; pf being the fattier .of a, numerous^ ^ 
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• CCS to govern the kingdoms Eakcinommauwe 

^^^T^vi-Poenammoo; and of being the firft founder 
r Ueac empire! but what a fudden tranfuion! to 
u «a1ccd from the vifionary feene of regal grandeur, 
and to find hirnfclf a poor prifoncr to be dragged to 
nifiimcot for, as he thought, a well laid plan of mo- 
and, what was worfc, his final reparation from 
h-^^faichfiil Ghowannahe, was a tafk he had (till to 
”*dcrgo Their parting was tender, and for a Brititfi 
fflllor^and favage Zealander, was not unalfeding. 
The feene, however, was (hart. The marines paid no 
•rtird to the copious tears, the cries, and lamentations, 
ofdie poor deferted girl; nor did tht‘y think it fafe to 
t rn’ in a place fo defolate, where lamentations in the 
nVht were not unufual to bring numbers together, 
for the purpofe of (laughter. He was, therefore, 
hurried to the fliore, followed by Ghowannahe, who 
could hardly be torn from him, when ready to embark, 
iovc, like this, is only to be found in the regions of 
romance, in thofe enlightened countries, where tbe 
boafied refinements of fentiment have circumferibed 
the purity of aife(n:ion, and narrowed it away to mere 
conjugal fidelity. He was fcarce on board the cutter, 
when he recollected, that he had left his baggage be¬ 
hind ; all that he had provided for laying the founda¬ 
tion of his future grandeur. It was therefore necefiary 
he fliould return with the marines to the magazine, 
where all his fiorcs were depofited. and thefe not a few. 
Bdkleshis working implements, he had a pocket com- 
pafs, of which he had thought on fome future occafion 
to make a proper ufc. He had alfo a fowling-piece, 
which had been conveyed away fccretly by Ghowan¬ 
nahe. It would be tedious to recount the numerous 
articles that our adventurer had provided. Let it fufficc, 
that the marines and himfelf were pretty heavily laden 
in bringing them on board the cutter. It was noon, the 
next day, before he arrived at the fliips, and tbe captains 
began to be in fome fear for the party of marines, who 
were fent to bring him back. Before he came in fight it 
had been propofed to try him as a deferter; and therefore 
inftcad of being received in his own fliip, he was 
ordered on board the Refolution, where he underwent 
a long examination, and made a full confclfion of all his 
views, and of the pains he had taken to bring them to 
perfeclion. He faid, the firll idea of defertion finick 
him. when in an excurfion round the bay, in which he 
attended Captain Clerke, he was charmed with the 
beauty of the country, and the fertility of the foihj that 
iceing the gardens that had been planted on Long 
IHand, at Motuara, and other places, in fo Hourilhing a 
condition; and that there were European fhcep and 
I'Ogs, and goats, and fowls, fufficient to flock a large 
plantation, if colle(fied together from the different 
places where they had been turned loofc, it came into 
h:S head, that if he could meet with a girl that was 
to his liking, he could be happy in introducing the 
arts of European culture into fo fine a country, and in 
joying the foundation of civil government among its 
inhabitants. I'his idea improved upon him hourly, 
and when he happened to meet the girl before men- 
t'oned, who had feen him in his tour, and who had 
lollowed him to tlae tents, and had learnt from hcrfelf, 
t- K love had brought her there, it inflamed his defire 
n'onri all bounds. And finding her inclination to 
jitcet the wiflics of his heart, he no longer hefitated, 
ut ^came firmly refolved, at all events, to yield to 
c force of inclination. He had revolved in his mind, 
c laid, the hazard and the reward ; and had concerted 
Ghowannahe the plan for his efcape. When 
ptain Cook heard his fiory, his rcfentmenc was con- 
laughter at the wild extravagance of his 
^ thought truly romantic, and inftcad of 
. itig him for defertion, ordered him on board his own 
puniftied as Captain Clerkc 
Himr ^ proper, w'ho, on his return aboard, fent 
fg to receive one dozen of lafhes j and thus 

Thplvn r hopes of being a mighty emperor, 

left ^ * * r . ^fiowannahe is hardly to be conceived; 
woeful fpeiftacle, to lament her fate. She expref- j 


fed her grief by punifhires made in her face, arms and 
neck, and wherever defpair prompted her to direct the 
bloody inftrument: fo that one might think, thofe 
lavage people, whofe bodies are expofed to the feveri- 
ties of the feafons, are not fo fufceptible of pain as 
thole of a finer texture; otherwife, her pcrfonal feelings 
mult have been exquifite, independent of thofe of her 
mind. But we fliail now take leave of the two lovers, 
and continue the hiftory of our voyage. 

It was about feven o’clock, A. IVl. when the Refd- 
lution and Difcovcry cleared the cove, and about 
eleven when tliey caft anchor near the ide of Motuara, 
Before our arrival at New Zealand, Omiah had exprelTed 
a dcfirc of taking one of the natives with him to his 
own country. He foon had an opportunity of gratify¬ 
ing his inclination ; for a youth named Taweiharooa 
the only Ton of a dec^fed chief, offered to accompany 
him, and took up his refidence on board. Captain 
Cook caufed it to be made known to him and all his 
friends, that if the youth departed with us, he would 
never return. This declaration, however, had no elfedl; 
and this afternoon, Tarutoutou, his mother, came on 
board to receive her laft prefent from Omiah. The 
fame evening Ihe and Taweiharooa parted, with all the 
marks of tender alfedion that might be expeded be¬ 
tween a parent and a child, who were never to meet 
again. But flic faid flic would weep no more, and kept 
faithfully her word j for the next morning, when fhc 
returned to take a laft farewel of her fon, flic w’as quite 
chearful all the time Ihc remained on board, and de¬ 
parted with great unconcern. A boy, named Kokoa, 
about ten ten years of age, accompanied Taweiharooa 
as a fervant: he was prefented to Captain Cook by his 
own father, who parted with him with fuch indifference, 
as to flrip him, and leave him entirely naked. The 
Captain having in vain endeavoured to convince thefe 
people of the improbability of thefe youths ever re¬ 
turning home, at length confented to their o-oing. 
Though much has been faid concerning this country 
and its inhabitants, in the accounts of Captain Cooks 
two former voyages; yet his obfervations made at this 
tinic, and the remarks of the ingenious Mr. Anderfon 
bv.ing the rcfult of accurate examination, may not be 
confidered by our friends and refpeaable fubferibers as 
altogether fuperfluous. 

About Queen Charlotte's Sound the land is uncom¬ 
monly mountainous, riling immediately from the fea 
into large hills. At remote diftanccs are valleys, termi¬ 
nating each tow'ards the fca in a fmall cove, with a 
pebbly or Tandy beach ; behind which are flat places, 
where the n.atives ufuaily build their huts. This fitu- 
ation is the more convenient, as a brook of fine water 
runs through every cove, and empties itfelf into the 
fca. The bafes of the mountains, towards the fliorc, 
are conftitured of a ycllowifli fand-ftone, which requires 
a blueifh caft where it is walhcd by the fca. At fome 
places it runs in horizontal, and, at others, in oblique 
ftrata. The mould or foil by which it is covered re- 
fcmbles marie, and is, in general, a foot or two in 
thicknefs. 

The luxuriant growth of the productions here fuf- 
ficicntly indicates the quality of the foil. The hills 
except a few towards the fea, are one continued foreft 
of lofty trees, flourifliing with fuch uncommon vigour, 
as to afford an augufl profped: to the admirers of the 
fublime and beautiful works of nature. This.extraor¬ 
dinary ftrength in vegetation is, doubtlefs, greatly 
aflifted by the agreeable temperature of the climate; 
for at this time, though anfwering to our month of 
Auguft, the weather was not fo warm as to be difi. 
agreeable ; nor did it rife the thermometer higher than 
66 deg. The winter alfo feems equally mild with re- 
fpedf to cold; for in the mouth which correfponds to 
our December,.the mercur)^ was never lower than 48 
' deg. the trees at the fame time retaining their verdure 
as if in the height of fummer. It is fuppofed their 
foliage remains, till pufhed off by frefh leaves fucceed- 
ing in fpring. Notwithftanding the weather is gene¬ 
rally good, it is fometimes windy, with heavy rain, 
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'vhich, however, is never cxceflive, and docs not laft 
above a day. In fhort, this would be one of the fineft 
countries upon earth, were it not fo extremely hilly; 
which, fuppoling the woods to be cleared away, would 
leave it lefs proper for pafturage than flat land; and in¬ 
finitely lefs fo for cultivation, which could never be ef- 
fctfted here by the plough. 

The large trees on the hills are principally of two 
forts. One of them of the fize of our largcft firs, grows 
nearly after their manner. This fupplied the place of 
fpruce in making beer; which was done with a decoc¬ 
tion of its leaves, fermented with fugar, or treacle; 
and this liquor w^as acknowledged to be little inferior 
to American fprucc-beer. The other fort of tree 
like a maple, and often grows very large, but is fir only 
for fuel: the wood of that, ?nd of the preceding, are 
too heavy for cither mails or yards. A greater variety 
of trees grow on the flats behind the beaches;, two of 
thefe bear a kind of plumb, of the fize of prunes; the 
one, which is yellow, is called karraca, and the other, 
which is black, called maitao; but neither of them had 
a pleafant tafle, though eaten both by our people and 
the natives. On the eminences which jut out into the 
fca, grow s a fpecicsof philadelphus, and a tree bearing 
flowers almofl like a myrtle. We ufed the leaves of the 
philadelphus as tea, and found them an excellent fub- 
llitutc for the oriental fort. A kind of wild celery, 
■which grows plentifully in almofl: every cove, may be 
reckoned among the plants that were ufeful to us, and 
alfo another which we called feurvy grafs. Both forts 
were boiled daily with wheat ground in a mill, for the 
Ihips companies breakfafl:, and with their peafe-foup 
for dinner. Sometimes they were ufed as fallad, or 
dreffed as greens; in all which ways they are excellent; 
and, together w'ith the fifli, with which we w'cre plenti¬ 
fully fupplied,they formed a mofl: dcfirable rcfrefhment. 
The known kind of plants to be found here are bind¬ 
weed, night-fliade, nettles, a flirubbery fpcedvvell, fow'- 
thiflles, virgin s bowser, vanclloe, French willow, euphor¬ 
bia, crane's bill, cudweed, rufhes, bulmflics, flax, all¬ 
heal, American night-fliade, knot-grafs, brambles, eye- 
bright, and groundfel; but the fpecies of each arc dif¬ 
ferent from any w'c have in Europe. There area great 
number of other plants; but one in particular deferves 
to be noticed here, as the garments of the natives are 
made from it. It grows in all places near the fca, and 
folnetimcs a confiderable way up the hills, in bunches 
or tufts, bearing yellowifli flowers on a long flalk. It 
is remarkable, that the greatefl: part of the trees and 
plants were of the berry-bearing kind; of which, and 
other feeds, Mr. Andcrlbn brought away nearly thirty 
difleicnt forts. 

The birds of which there is a tolerable good flock, 
are almofl entirely peculiar to the place. It would be 
difficult and very fatiguing to follow them, on account 
of the quantity of underwood, and the climbing plants; 
yet any perfon, by continuing in one place, may flioot 
as many in a day as would ferve feven or eight per- 
fons. The principal kinds arc large brown parrots, 
with grey heads; green parroquets, large wood-pigeons* 
and two forts of cuckoos. A grofs-beak, about the fize 
of a thrufli, is frequent; as is alfo a fmall green-bird, 
which is almofl the only mufical one to be found here; 
but his melody is fo fweet, and his notes fo varied, that 
any one would imagine himfclf furrounded by a hun¬ 
dred dilferent forts of birds, when the little warbler is 
exerting himfelf. From this circumflance it was named 
the mocking-bird. There are alfo three or four forts 
of fmaller birds; and among the rocks are found black 
fea-pies, with red bills, and crefled fliags of a leaden 
colour. .About the fliore, there are a few fea-gulls, 
fome blue herons, wild ducks, plovers, and fome land-^ 
larks. A fnipc was fliot, differing very little from that 
i'peciesof birds in Europe, infeefls here, are not very 
numerous: we faw fome butter-flics, two forts of dra¬ 
gon-flies, fome fmall grafs-hoppers, feveral forts of 
fpiders, fome black ants, and fcorpion-flics innumera¬ 
ble, with whofe chirping the woods refounded. The 
fand-fly, which is the only noxious one, is very nume¬ 
rous here, and is almofl as difagrecable as the rpufquitoe. 


1 he only reptiles we faw, were two oTiiTT 

oflenfivc lizards. In this cxtcnfivc land “f in. 
able that there fliould not even be the 
quadruped, except a few rats, and a kind 
which IS kept by the native.s as a domellic mt i 
have they any mineral deferving of notice "l 
jafpcror lcrpcnt-none, of which the toais 
ments of the inhabitants arc made, qv • 
high eflimation among them; and they 
fupcrflitious notions about the mode of its “ 
which we could not comprehend: they fav 
from a large river far to thefoiithwaid: it'isdif;'!..-’!"’ 
the earth in detached pieces like flints, and uff 
the hedges are covered with a w hitifli crufl’ 

Mott of the lifli we caught by the feinc wer. i 
phant-filli, mullets, folcs, and flounders- but il!"’ 
tives fupplied us «ith a kind of fea-breani larwe. 
eels, and a fifli of five or fix pounds weight canrdf' 
the natives ainoggc. With a hook and Lc we clihV 
ablackilb fifli, called colc-lilli bv the fcaiiicn 'brn rl i 
fcring greatly from that of the fame mine in F., • ‘ 
Wc alfo got a lort of fmall falmon, (kate, gurnard, S 
nurfes. 1 he natives fometimes furniflud us with Lk! 
paracutas, parrot-filli, a fort of mackarcl, and Icathl; 
jackets; belidcs another, which is extremclv fcarce of 
the figure of a dolphin, in colour black, and with ftronv 
honey jaws Thefe in general, arc excellent to oai" 

but the fmall falmon, cole-fitti, and iiiogge, arc fuDcrioJ 
to the Others. ^ 

The New Zealanders, wc mean thofe of them who 
inhabit about Qqcen Charlotte's Sound, are a people who 
appear to be perfectly fatisfied with the fmall pittance 
of knowledge they have acquired, without aitempting 
in the Icafl to impjove it. Nor are they remarkably 
curious, either in their obfervations, or their inquiries. 
New objects do not flrike them with fuch a degree of 
furprizc as one would naturally expeefl; nor do they 
even fix their attention for a moment. Omiah, indeed, 
who was a great favourite with them, would fometimes 
attradl a circle about him; but they feemed to liftento 
hisfpcechcs, like perfons who neither underflood, nor 
wifhed to underfland, what they heard. In general, 
they arc not fo well formed, cfpecially about the limbs, 
as the Europeans, nor do they exceed them in flaturc. 
Their fitting fo much on their hams, and being de¬ 
prived, by the mountainous diTpolition of the country, 
of ufing that kind of cxcrcifc which would render the 
body flraight and well-proportioned, is probably the 
occafionot the want of due proportion. Many of them, 
indeed, are pcrfccTy well formed, and fome are very 
large boned and mufcular, but very few among them 
are very corpulent. Their features are various, fome 
refcmbling Europeans, and their colour is of dillercni 
carts, from a deepifli black to an oli ve or yellowifli tinge. 
In general, however, their faces arc round, their lips 
rather full, and their nofes, (though not flat) large to¬ 
wards the point. An aquiline nofe was not to be feen 
among them; their eves are large, and their teeth are 
commonly broad, w hitc, and regular. The hair, in ge¬ 
neral, is black, flrong, and flraight; commonly cut 
fliort on the hinder part, and the reft tied on the croim 
of the head. Some, indeed, have brown hair, and 
others a fort that is naturally difpofed to curl. The 
countenance of the young is generally free and open; 
but in many pf the men it has a ferious, or rather fuHcn 
cart. The men arc larger than the women; and t c 
latter are not diftinguiflicd by peculiar graces, cither o 
form or features. 

Both fexes arc cloathcd alike: they have a garment, 
made of the filky flux already mentioned, about ^ 
feet in length, and four in breadth. This appends ro 
their principal manufadure, which is performed 
knotting. Two corners of this garment pnb 
their fliouldcrs, and they fallen it on the breait w 
that which covers the body: it is again 
the belly with a girdle made of mat. Sometirnej 
cover it with dog fkin, or large feathers. l- 

them wear mats over this garment, extending ^ 
Ihoulders to the heels. The mofl common 
however, is a quantity of fedgy plant, badly 












































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, See. 43 


, f.rvcncdtoaflnng, and thrown over the fhoul 

hence it fells down on all fidcsto the middle of 
'' hs When they fat down in this habit, they 
hfrdiy be diftinguifhed from large grey (tones, if 
“Tirblack heads did not projedl beyond their cover- 
• ' They adorn their heads with feather?, combs of 
or wood, with p«irl-fliell, and the inner Ikin of 
Both men and women have their ears flit, in 
^’ch are hung beads, pieces ^f jafper, orbits of cloth, 
c”* ehave the feptum of the nofe bored in its lower 
rt- but we never faw any ornaments worn in that 
^art* though a twig was pafled through it by one of 
Vm to (hew that it \vas occafionally ufed for that pur- 
^ [q * We faw many ftained in the face with curious 
Cres,ofa black or dark blue colour; but it is not cer¬ 
tain whether this is intended to be ornamental, or as a 
mark of particular diflindlion : the women alfo w'ear 
necklaces of (hark’s teeth, or bunches of long beads; 
and a few of them have fmall triangular aprons, adorned 
with feathers or pieces of pearl-fhells, faftened about 
the waift with a double or treble fet of cords. 

They live in the fmall coves already mentioned, 
fomctimes in (ingle families, and fometimes in com¬ 
panies of perhaps forty or fifty. Their huts, which are 
in aencral moft miferable lodging-places, are built con- 
tiguous to each other. The befl: we faw was built in 
the manner of one of our country barns, about fix feet 
in height, fifteen in breadth, and 33 in length. The 
infide was ftrong and regular, well faftened by means 
of withes, occ. and painted red and black. At one end 
it had a hole ferving as a door to creep out at, and ano¬ 
ther confiderably fmaller, feemingly for the purpofe of 
letting out the fmoke. This, however, ought to be 
confidcred as one of their palaces, for many of their 
huts arc not half the fize, and feldom are more than 
four feet in height. They have no other furniture than 
a few fmall bags or bafkets, in which they depofit their 
fiihing-hooks and other trifles. They fit dowm in the 
middle round a fmall fire, and probably fleep in the fame 
fituation, without any other covering than what they 
have worn in the day. Fifhing is their principal fup- 
port, in which they ufe different kinds of nets, or 
wooden l^-hookspointed with bone; but made in fd 
extraordinary a manner, that it appears aftonifiiing how 
they can pfwer fuch a purpofe. Their boats conlifl: of 
planks raifed upon each other, and fiiflened with ftrong 
withes. Many of them are 50 feet long. Sometimes 
diey fallen two together with rafters, which we call a 
double canoe: they frequently carry upwards of go 
and have a large head, ingenioufly carv^cd and 
painted, which feems irftended to reprefent the counte¬ 
nance of a warrior, when engaged in the heat of action, 
f heir paddles are narrow, pointed, and about five feet 
Their fail, very feldom ufed, is a mat formed 
into a triangular fhapc. When the weather will not 
them to go to fca, mufcles and fea-ears fupply the 
Sometimes, but not often, they 
I a lew penguins, rails, and fhags, wdiich enable them 
aJTr 1 **^1 ^oi'^iiderable number of their dogs 
r depend principally on 

by which they arc moft 

roafting, or rather baking 
isrSi.’. ignorant of the art of boiling. It 

a ^ fern-tree, in 

Iplit for that purpofe: when dreffed, they 

like ^ gelatinous fubflance within, fomewhat 

their fmaller fern-root feems to be 

'‘iih tUn bread, being dried and carried about 

''hen thp^°S^*^bcr with large quantities of dried fifh, 
^‘hhv in habitations. They are as 

1^‘tiita V ^‘* ^^^‘tigas in their perfons, which often 
ofienfivc effluvia, from the quantity of 
*^beir never wafiiing, their 
t?ntifully flocked with vermin, which they 
and biubbe^^ quantities of (linking train oil, 

hen on bn they w'ould eagerly devour, 

bur fifips, they not only emptied the 

^K^nefs. fwallowed the cotton with equal 

hough the inhabitants of Van Diemen’s 


Land would not even tafle our bread, thefc people de-^ 
voiired it with thegreatcfl edgerhefs, even when it was 
rotten and mouldy. 

In point of ihgenuity, they are not behind any unci¬ 
vilized nation^ under fiinilar circumflanccs: for, with¬ 
out the dfliflancb of metal tools, they make every thing 
by which they procure their fubfifience, cloaching, ana 
warlike weapons, with neatnefs, flrength, and coTivcnU 
encc. Their principal mechanical tool is formed iri 
the manner of an adze, and is made of the ferpent- 
flone, or jafper: their chilfcl and gouge arc furniflied 
from the fame material, though they arc fometimes com- 
pofed of black folid (lone. Carving, however, is their 
mailer-piece, which appears upon the moll trifling 
things: the ornaments on the heads of their canoes, 
not only difplay much defign, but execution. T heir 
cordage fdt* fifliing-lincs is not infefibr to that in Eng¬ 
land, and their nets arc equally good. Afiicll, abit of 
flint, or jafper, is theitfubhitute for a knife, and a fliark’s 
tooth, fixed in the end of a piece of wood, is their 
auger. They have a faw made of fome jagged fiflies' 
teeth, fixed on a piece of wood nicely carved; but this 
is ufed for no other purpofe, than to cut up the bodies 
of thofe whom they kill in battle. 

Though no people arc more ready rb refent an injury, 
yet they take every opportunity of being infolent, wheri 
they apprehend there is no danger of puniflimcnti 
whence it may be concluded, that their eagernefs tb 
refent injuries, is rather an cfledt. of a furious dif- 
pofition than genuine bravery. They are naturally 
diflruflful and fufpicious, for fuch a^ arc ftrangers ne¬ 
ver venture immeci lately to vifit ourfiiips, but keep at a 
fmall diflance in their boats, obferving our motions, 
and hefitating whether they fliould rifk ilicirfafety with, 
us. They are to the lafl degree diflioncfl, and fieal 
every thing within their reach, if they Tuppofe they can 
efcape detedlion; and, in trading, theyfeem inclined to 
take every pofflble advantage; for they never trufl ari 
article out of their hands for examination, and feerri 
highly plcafcd if they have over-reached you in a bar¬ 
gain. Such conduct indeed is not furprifing, when it 
is confidered, that there appears to be little fubordina- 
tion, and few, if any, laws for the punifliment of tranf- 
greflbrs. No man’s authority extends beyond his ovvii 
family ; and when they join atiiny time, for mutual de¬ 
fence or fafety, thofe among them who arc moft: emi¬ 
nent for valour and pi-udentcondubT, are direcTors. 

Their public contentions aie almofl perpetual, for 
war is their prtncipal profeffion, as appears from their 
number of w^capons, and their dexterity in ufing them. 
Their arms are fpears, patoos, and halberts, and fome¬ 
times flones. The firfl are from five to thirty feet 
long, made of hard wood and pointed. The patoo is 
about eighteen inches long, of an cliptical fliape, w'itH 
a handle made of wood, (lone, &c. and appears to be 
their principal dependance in battle. The halbert is 
about five or fix feet in length, tapering at one end withi 
a carved head, and broad, or flat, with lharp edges, an 
the other. Befoic the onfet, they join in a war fong, 
keeping the exadefl time; and, by degrees, work thcni- 
felvesinto a kind of frantic fury, accompanied with the 
moll horrid diftortions of their tongues, eyes, and 
mouths, in order to terrify theirenemics. To this fuc-^ 
cccds a circumfiancc, that is moft: cruel, and difgracc- 
fiil to human nature, which is mangling and cutting to. 
pieces (even when not perfeCUy dead) the bodies of 
their enemies, and, after roafling them, devouring their 
flelh with peculiar fatisfatfiion and even pleafurc. It 
might naturally be fuppofed, that thofe who could be 
capable of fuch cxccfs of cruelty, mufl be ttotally dc- 
flitute of every human feeling, and yet they lament the 
lofs of their friends in a manner the moft tender and 
affedionate. Both men and women, upon the death of 
theit relations or friends, ^bew'ail them w'ith the mSft 
miferable cries; at the fame time cutting large gaihes in. 
their cheeks and foreheads, with fliclls, or pieces of flinr, 
till the blood flows copioufly, and mixes with their tears; 
They alfo carve a refemblance of an human figure, and 
hang it about their necks, as a memoriail of thofe who. 
were dear to them. They alfo perform the ceremony of 

lamenting^ 
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lamenting and cutting for joy, at the return of a friend 

who has been fome time abfent. The pradlices of the 
fathers, whether good or bad, their children are, at an 
early age, inftruded in; fo that you find a child of either 
fex, of the age of nine or ten years, able to imitate the 
frightful motions and geflurcs of the men. They alfo 
fing, and with fbmc degree of melody, the traditions 
and adtions of their forefathers, with which they are im¬ 
moderately delighted, and pafs much time in thefe 
amufements, accompanied fometimes with a kind of 
flute. 

From captain Cook’s obfervations, and from the in¬ 
formation of Taweiharooa, and others, it appears, that 
the New Zealanders mufl live under perpetual appre- 
henfions of being deflroyed by each other; there be¬ 
ing few of their tribes that have not, as they think, 
fuAained wrongs from fome other tribes, which they 
are continually upon the watch to revenge. And,per¬ 
haps, the defire of a good meal may be no fmall in¬ 
citement. It is faid, that many years will fometimes 
elapfe, before a favourable opportunity happens, and 
that the ftni never lofes fight of an injury that has been 
done to his father. 1 heir method of executing their 
horrible defigns, is by flealing upon the adverfe party 
in the night; and if they find them unguarded, (which 
is very fcldom the cafe) they kill every one indiferimi- 
nately; not even fparing the w'omcn and children. 
When the maffacre is completed, they either feafl and 
gorge themfelves on the fpot, or carry off as many of 
the dead bodies as they can, and devour them at home, 
w ith ads of favage brutality too fliocking to be de- 
feribed. If they arc difeovered before they can exe¬ 
cute their bloody purpofes, they generally fteal off 
again; but arc fometimes purfued and attacked by the 
other party, in their turn. To give quarter, or to take 
prifoners, makes no part of their military law; fo that 
the vanquiflied can only favc their lives by flight. This 
perpetual Hate of war, and dcflruclive method of con¬ 
ducting it, operates fo ftrongly in producing habitual 
circumfpedion, that one hardly ever finds a New Zca- 
knder off his guard, cither by night or by day. In¬ 
deed, no other man can have fuch powerful motives to 
be vigilant, as the prefervation both of body and foul 
depends upon it: for according to a principle in their 
creed, the foul of a man whofc flefli is devoured by 
the enemy, is doomed to a perpetual fire, while the 
foul of the man w hofc body has been refeued from 
thofe who killed him, as well as the fouls of all who 
die a natural death, afeend to the dwellings of the gods. 
When enquiry was made, whether they devoured the 
flclh of fuch of their friends as had been killed in 
W’ar, but whofe bodies were faved from falling into the 
enemies hands? They feemed furprized at the qu(iIion, 
which they anfwcrcd in the negative, exprefling fome 
abhorrence at the very idea. Their common method 
of difpofingof their dead, is by depofiting their bo¬ 
dies in the earth, but if they have more of their flaugh- 
tcred enemies than they can eat, they throw them into 
the fca. 

As to their religion, we can fay little concerning 
either its principles or ceremonies; bur we know its in- 
ftrudions are very flrongly inculcated into them from 
their infancy: of which a remarkable inftance was 
feen, in the youth, who was firft deflined to accom¬ 
pany Taweiharooa. He refrained from eating the 
greateftpartof the day, on account of his hair being 
cut; though every method was ufed to induce him to 
break his refolution; and he was tempted with the offer 
of fuch vi(5hials as he was known to efleem the moft: 
but he faid, in anfwer to our prefling folicitations, if 
he eat any thing that day, that Eatooa would kill him. 
However, towards evening, the cravings of nature got 
the better of his profefled tenets, and he cat, thoi^h 
fparii^ly; it was thought before this, that they had 
fome fuperftitious notions about their hair; for we fre¬ 
quently obferved quantities of it tied to the branches 
of trees near fome of their habitations; but we could 
not learn from w’hat notions, or on what account this 
was done. They have no morais, or other places of 
public w orfliip; nor do they ever aflemblc together with 


LIUS .view; uul Liicy naveprielts, who alone 
gods m prayers, for the profperity of rh!;, 
affairs; fuch as an enterprize againft a 
fifhingparty, or the }ike" Polylanfy ts Sft^ 
thefe people; and it is not uncommon for, ^ 

two or three wives. The women arc marriTf 
very early age; and itfhould feem, thatoneTh"^'"‘ 
married, is but in a forlorn Hate. She can 
culty get a fubfiflence: at leafl: (he is in a 
fure, without a protedtor. though in conftanS,"^- 
powerful one. of i 

Their language is neither harili nor difaerceaW. . 
yet the pronunciation is frequently guttural - anrt'k"'^ 
ever qualities arc requifite to make a language 
prevail to a high degree in this, whiS leobft 
particularly in the melody of their fongs. Itis 
deed, fo comprchcnfive as our Eurmcan larj^’'"’ 
which owe their perfedion to longand gradual im^?’ 
ment. Mr. Anderfon collected both now and mT 
courfeof our former voyage, a great many of thS 
words, fo as to form a pretty large vocabulary - and hr 
mg, in his enquiries, very attentive to the lanmagcsTf 
the other iflands throughout the South Sea, he fasaf 
forded us the ampicft proof of their wonderful mtt- 
ment, or rather identity. This obfervation has been 
already made in our hiftory of former voyages, and we 
lliall now (Ircngthen it by a new fpecimen or frefli lift 
of words; and by placing the correfponding n'ords as 
ufed at Otaheite in another column, the reader will be 
able to judge by what changes the difference of dialed 
has been eflbcicd. 

A TABLE of Scledl Words ufed in the Iflandsof 
New Zealand and Otaheite. 


New Zealand. 

Moenga 

Epaipe 

Purra, purra 

Makkarcede 

Hekace 

Wyeroo 

Kaoo, matte 

Eoowha 

Makoce 

Ercrie 

Rccnga 

Ewharre 

Kccrahoi 

Tangata 

Toa 

Woho 

Whairo 

Nohoanna 

Mango 

Ka Powhy 

Opance 

Moca 

Agooanai 

Geetaia 

Ewy 

Taooa 

Kahaia 

Ema 

Tacninnahoi 

Warre 

Tahaec 

Rooa 

Toroo 

Faha 

Reema 

Ono 

Heetoo 

Waroo 

Eeva 

Angahoora 

Ma-tahaee 

Ma-rooa 

Mangahoora 


Otaheite. 
Moera 
Pepe 
Ere, ere 
Marecde 



Matte, roa 

Eooha 

Matou 

Eraire 

Ercema 

Ew'harre 

Erahoi 

Taata 

Etoa 

Woho 

Oora, oora, 

Nohonoa 

Mao 

Owhy 

Opance 

Moe 

Aooanai 

Eetea 

Evy 

Taooa 

Tehaia 

Ooama 

Ninnahoi 

Ooaro 

Numerals. 

Atahay 

Erooa 

Toroo 

Ahaa 

Erema 

Aono 

Aheitoo 

Aw'aroo 

Aceva 

Ahooroo 


English. 

A Bed 
Butterfi) 

Black 

Cold 

^0 Chezv or eat 
A Dogs tail 
Death, dead 
A Peffiale 
Fijh’hook 
‘To Fly 
A Hand 
Houfe 
Large 
A Man 

Male kind 
Out, not ivithin 
Red 
Rejide 
A Shark 
Stone 
Shut 
^7 Sleep 
To-day 

T7 UnderjUnd 

Water 

We 

mere is be 
JVhite 
Tefterday 
Forgot 


One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven 

Eight 

Nine 

Ten 


Twelve, &e. iy 

Twenty 'Thus 
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Thus we have mAitioned all fhe particulars that 
under our obfervation, and which we think 
‘“"’u relating during our intercoUrfe with the New 
TLndeR we have only to add feme very remark- 
hit information wthich Captain Cook received from 
T«ciharooa. " One dayi fays the Captain, bn inquir- 
• ofTaweiharooa, how many Ihips fuch as ours. 

ever arrived in Queen 'Charlotte’s Sound, or in 
J’ -art of its neighbourhood? He began with.giving 
-L^unt of one abfolutely unknown to us. This he 
J y had put into a port on the N. W. coaft of Teera- 
*- ttc but a very few years before I arrived in the 
Sound in the Endeavour, which the New Zealanders 
diftineuilh, by callingTupia’s fliip. At firfl:, I thought 
he might have been miHaken as to the time and place; 
and that the fhip in queftion might be either Monfieur 
Surville’s, who is faid to have touched upon the N. E. 
coafl of Eaheinomauwe, the fame year I was there in 
the Endeavour; or clfe Monfieur Marion du Frefne’s, 
^ho was in the Bay of Iflands, on the fame coaft a few 
years after. But he aflured us that he was not mif- 
taken either as to the time, or as to the place of this 
Ihip’s*arrival; and that it was Well known to every 
body ab(Jut Queen Charlotte’s Sound and Tecrawitte. 
He faid, that the Captain of her, during his ftay here, 
cohabited with a woman of the country; and that flie 
had a Ton by him, now living, and about the age of 
Kokoa; who, though not born thcn,feemed to be equally 
well acquainted with the ftory. We were alfo in¬ 
formed by Taweiharooa, that this fliip firft introduced 
the venereal difeafe among the New Zealanders. It 
were to be wiftied, that fubfequent vifitors from Eu¬ 
rope may not have their (hare of guilt, in leaving fo 
dreadful a remembrance of them among this unhappy 
nee. The difordcr now is but too common here; 
though they do notfeem to regard it; faying, that its 
elfec^ are not near fo pernicious at prefent, as they 
were at its firft appearance. The only method, as far 
as I ever heard, that they make ufe of as a remedy, is 
by giving the patient the ufe of a fort of hot bath, 
which they produce by the fteam of certain green 
plants laid over hot ftones. I regretted much, that 
we did not hear of this ftiip while w'c were in the 
found, as, by means of Omiah, we might have had 
full and corrc(ft information about her from eye-wit- 
nefles. For Taweiharooa’s account was only from 
what he had been told, and therefore liable to many 
miftakes. I have not the leaft doubt, however, that 
his tefiiniony may fo far be depended upon, as to induce 
us to believe, that a fliip really had been at Tecrawitte, 
prior to my arrival in the Endeavour, as it correfponds 
with what I formerly heard. For in the latter end of 
1773 » the fecond time I vifited New Zealand, during 
ply tormer voyage, when we were continually making 
inquiries about the Adventure, after our reparation, 
fome of the natives informed us of a fhip’s having been 
in a port on the coaft of Tecrawitte: but, at that time, 
wc thought we muft have mifunderftood them, and 
t^k no notice of the information. We had ano¬ 
ther piece of intelligence from him, though not con- 
nrmed by our own obfervations, that there are fnakes 
and lizards in New Zealand of an enormous fize. He 
uckribed the latter as being eight feet in length, and 
as big round as a man’s body* He faid that they fome- 
timcs feizc and devour men; that they burrow in the 
S^nd; and that they are killed by making fires at 
c mouths of the holes. We could not be miftaken 
^ to the animal j for wdth his own hand he drew a very 
good reprefentation of a lizard on a piece of paper; 
s alio of a fnake, in order to ftiew what he meant.” 

n the morning of Tuefday the 25th of February, 
c eit the found. By the mean of the rcfults of many 
ronomical obfervations, we found the latitude of 
ip Love to be 41 deg, 6 min. S. and the longitude 
hrpt r At ten o’clock, a liglu 

Ringing up at N* W. by W. we made fail 
On Tu r Strait, with the Difeovery in company, 
took j y 27tb, w'c cleared Cape Pallifer, and 
about°f*^ ^^P'‘'t‘ture from thence. It bore W. diftant 
No r We had now a fine gale, and 
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fleered towards N. E, When we had lofl fight of 
land, our two youths from New Zealand, notwith- 
ftanduig their employment of fiftiing near the ftiores 
from their infancy, began'to repent of the adventurous 
ftep they had taking. Seeing only foaming billows 
round them, their hearts failed: they began to pine, 
and refufed to eat. When Captain Clcrke with Mr. 
Burney came on board our fliip, they ran and hid them- 
lelves, difeoveringa great panic. It did not appear 
that their fear took its rife from the thoughts of being 
carried back, becaufe when the gentlemen returned, 
they wanted to go with them. It fhould rather leem, 
therefore, that they were apprehenflve of fbme dcflgn 
upon their lives, as in their country a confultation 
amongft the chiefs alw'ays precedes a determined mur¬ 
der. This was confirmed by their behaviour after¬ 
wards. We endeavoured, as far as lay in our power, 
to footh them; but they wept continually, and gave 
vent to their forrows in a kind of fong, which feemed 
to exprefs their praifes of their country and people, 
from which they were, now, in all probability to be for 
ever feparated. In this difpirited ftate they continued 
for feveral days, till, at length, the agitation of their 
minds began to fubfidc, and their Tea ficknefs, which 
had aggravated their grief, wore 'off. Their lamenta¬ 
tions th^n became lels and lefs frequent; their native 
country, their kindred, and friends, were gradually for¬ 
gotten, and they appeared to be firmly attached to us. 
On the 28th, at noon, in the lat. of 41 deg. 17 min. S. 
longitude 177 deg. 17 min. E. we tacked about and 
flood to the S. E. with a gentle breeze at E. N. E. 
which afterwards veered to the N. E. in which point 
the wind remained two days, fometimes blowing a 
frefli gale, with fquallsand rain. 

Monday, March the i ft, a ftorm came on, but as the 
wind was fair, w^e got down the top-gallant-yards* 
clofe reefed the top-fails, and purfued our courfe 
by N. On the 2nd, it fhifted to N. W. and afterwards 
to S. W. between which point and theN. it continued 
to blow, fometimes very moderately, and at other times 
a ftrong gale. With this wind we ftecred N. E. by E. 
and E. with all the fail we could carry till Tuefday the 
I ith, when it veered to N. E. and S. E. at which time 
we obferved at noon in lat. 39 deg. 29 min, long. 196 
deg. 4 min. E. On the 15th, being Saturday, it blew 
a hurricane, attended with rain and a high fca, which 
breaking over our bow's, cleared the decks of every 
thing that was not firmly fecured, and fplit the forc- 
top-maft ftay of the Difeovery into a thoufand fliivers. 
At night wc fhifted our courfe and flood N. by E. half 
E. There were fome on board the Difeovery who dif- 
approved of the courfe we had hitherto fleered, fore- 
feeing, that by going fo faft to the norchw^ard, wc 
fhould fall too fuddenly into the trade winds, efpeci- 
ally, if we fhould be met by an eafterly wind before we 
approached the Tropic. Among the feamcn on board 
a king's fliip, there are always fome expert navigators, 
whofe judgment, ripened by experience, is rquch to be 
depended upon; but the misfortune is,^that thefe 
men arc never confulted, nor do they even dare fo 
much as to whifper their opinion to their fuperior offi¬ 
cer. Like gatnefters ftanding by, they can fee the er¬ 
rors of the game, but muft not point them out till 
the game is over. This we find, by the journal before 
us, was the real cafe on board the Difeovery, fome of 
whofe people did not fcruple to foretel what would 
happen after we had Left the 39th degree of fouthenj 
latitude, while wc were yet only in the 196th deg. of 
eaftern longitude. They did not fcruple to fay that ber 
fore we altered our latitude to the N. we ought to have 
ftretched 13 or 14 deg. farther eaftward of our in¬ 
tended port; and in this cafe when w c came to pafs the 
tropic, wc fhould be fure of a fair w ind to carry us to 
it. On Tuefday, the i8th, having continued our 
courfe N. N. £. for the laft 24 hours, wc found our- 
felves, by obfervation, in lat. 33 deg. 8 min. and in long. 
200 deg. E. that is, more than 12 deg. to the vveift- 
ward of Otaheitc. Here wc faw fea weed in abund¬ 
ance, and by a large tree floating by us, we judged that 
we could not be far from land. The tree appeared to 
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be about 30 feet in girth, and by its freflinefs feemed to 

have been no long time in the water. Saturday the 
22nd, the heavicfl: rain began to pour down that the 
oldeft mariner, in either of the lliips, had ever expe¬ 
rienced. It fell in flieets, and, as the wind increafed, 
the men in handing the fails, were in the utmofl dan¬ 
ger of being wafhed off the yards. It continued for 
fix hours inceflantly; however, mofl: feafonably for our 
people in the Refolution, where the number of live 
flock, as horfes, cows, goats, and flieep, had exhaufted 
a large proportion of our frefii water, and we were 
yet at a great diflance from our deftined port. Here 
the wind began to veer to the E. which had been ap¬ 
prehended by many; who finding our longitude not to 
incrcafe in proportion as our latitude decreafed, began 
to fufpecl we fhould not make Otaheite this run. 

Monday, the 24th, our latitude was decreafed to. 24 
deg. 24 min. and our longitude only increafed one 
Angle degree. The wind was E. by S. and our courfe 
ftill N. by E. we made confequently but little way. 
To add to our vexation, vve were now in an alarming 
fituation, for want of provifions and water for the live 
flock; infomuch, that we were obliged to kill part of 
our (beep and hogs, not having a fufiicient quantity of 
water to keep them alive. As to the horfes, and cows, 
they were mere (keletons; having been reduced to the 
fcanty portion of 4 pounds of hay, and 6 quarts of 
water for 24 hours; and the men were put to the allow¬ 
ance of two quarts of water, for the fame fpace of 
time. The wind continuing foul, all hope of reaching 
Otaheite was laid afide; and the ifles of Amfterdam 
and Rotterdam, were at this time thought to be our 
only refource. Hitherto not a man was ill on board 
the Difeovery, nor was any alteration made in her com¬ 
pany’s allowance, they not having any more cattle on 
board, than were necefiary for the fliip’s ufe. I'hurf- 
day the 27th, we crofied the Tropic. The weather, 
which for two or three days had been fqually, attended 
with thunder and lightning, increafed to a ftorm; and 
w'e now began to be furrounded by our tropical com¬ 
panions. On the 28th, the weather cleared up, and 
we were faluted with a fine breeze, and attended by nu¬ 
merous flioals of flying fifh, bonitos, dolphins, fharks, 
and whole flocks of tropical fea fowl, w'hich abound 
near the iflands in the low latitudes, but are feldom 
feen in the deep Pacific Ocean. On the 2qth, at ten 
o’clock A. M. as we were ftanding to the N. E. the 
Difcovciy made the fignal for feeing land, diflant feven 
leagues. We tacked (hip and flood for it till the even¬ 
ing. While day-light remained we faw no figns of in¬ 
habitants, but, in the night obferved feveral fires. On 
Sunday the 30th, at day break we difeovered it to be an 
ifland of no great extent, and bore up on the weft-fide. 
We now faw feveral people wading to the reef, but, 
obferving the (hips leaving them quickly, they re¬ 
mained there. But others, who foon appeared, fol- 
low'ed our courfe; and fome of them alfembled in 
fmall bodies, making great fhouts. Upon our nearer 
approach to the (hore, we faw many of the natives 
running along the beach, and, by the afiiftance of our 
glalTcs, could perceive, that they were armed with long 
fpears and clubs, which they brandilhed in the air 
with figns of threatening, or, as fome of us fuppofed, 
with invitations to land. Mod of them were without 
cloaths, excrept having a kind of girdle, which was 
brought up betw'een their thighs; b^ut fome of them 
wore about their fhoulders pieces of cloth of various 
colours, white ftriped, or chequered; and almoft all of 
them had about their heads a white wrapper, in fome 
refpeds refembling a turban. They were of a tawny 


complexion, w^ell made, robult, and of 

flaturc. A fmall canoe was now launrh J 
mod didant part of the beach, and a man m 
it, pur o(f, as with a view of reaching the (hi 
courage failing him, he hadily put back o 
turn to the beach another man joined hirn’inVu ^ 
and then both of them paddled toward! 
feemed, however, afraid to approach, till the ^ 
henfions were removed by Omiah, who addre(!l^®^P^^“ 
m the language of Otaheite. Thus encouragM ‘i"" 
came near enough to receive fome nails aS^h 7 
which, being tied to fome wood, were thrown in^? 
canoe. They, however, put the wood afide 
untying the ftring, which perhaps might have ^ 
ceeded from fuperdition; (or wc w'ere 
Omiah, that when they obferved us offering ortfenn 

5^ requeued fomething for their laC 

On Omiah s alking them, whether they eat 

flelh,they replied in the negative,, with qual abhor! 

rence and deteftation. One of them, named Mou 
rooa, being quetlioned with regard to a fear on hb 
forehead, faid, it was the confequence of a wound he 
had received in fighting with the natives of an ifiand 
lying towards the N. E. who fometimes invaded them 
They afterwards laid hands on a rope, but would not 
venture on board, telling Omiah, that their country, 
men on (hore had fuggefled to them this caution; 
and had likewife directed them to enquire whence our 
fiiip came, and to procure information of the name of 
the Captain. Their chief, they faid, was called Oroo- 
aceka. When we demanded the name of the ifland, 
they told us it was Mangya, or Mangeea, to which 
they fometimes added nooe, nai, naiwa. The features 
of Moil rooa were agreeable, and his difpofition, to all 
appearance, no Icfs fo; for he exhibited fome droll gef- 
ticulations, which indicated humour and good nature. 
He alfo made others of a ferious kind, and repeated 
fome words with an air of devotion, before he would 
venture to take hold of the rope at the flern of the 
(hip. He was lufly and well made, though not tall. 
His complexion was nearly of the fame caft with* that 
of the natives of the mofl: fouthern parts of Europe.* 
His companion was not fo handfome. • They both had 
flrong, (Irait, black hair, tied together on the top of 
their heads with a piece of white cloth. They had 
long beards; and the infideof their arms, from the el¬ 
bow to the flioulders, and fome other parts, were la- 
tooed, or pun( 5 lured. The lobe of their cars was flit 
to fuch a length, that one of them fluck there a knife, 
and fome beads we had given him. The fame per- 
fon had hung about his neck, byway of ornament, two 
poli(hed pearl-fhells, and a bunch of human hair, 
loofely twifled together. They wore a kind of gir¬ 
dles, which we found were a fubflance manufachiitd 
from the morus papyrifera, and glazed like thofc ufed 
in the Friendly Iflands. They had on their feet a 
fort of fandals, made of a gralTy fubflance interwoven, 
which we perceived were alfo worn by thofe whom wc 
had feen on the beach. The canoe in which they came 
was the only one we faw. It was very narrow, and not 
more than ten feet long, but flrong, and neatly made. 
The lower part was of white wood; but the upper 
part lyas black, and their paddles w'cre of the 
lour. Thefe were broad at one end, blunted, and abo 
three feet long. The fore part had a flat board a - 
tened over it, which projected out, to ^^ 

ter from getting in. It had an upright flern, 
high, which terminated at the top in a kind ol ' 
They paddled indifferently either end of the c 
forward. 
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cook’s third and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, bu.. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


f Migedtileave mmfited-Obfervatms on the eoa/l-~ 

vnth the natives Dejcnptton of the Ijlmdand its inhabitants—Specimen of their language—ne Refoiu- 

tmandDifcovery continue their coufe mrtlsward—Difc^^^ „amed IVateeo—Vifitsfimn the native . _ 

An account of their perfons and drefs—the cpajl euplored—Ucutenants Gore and Burney, Mr. 'Anderfin and Omiah tent 
onJhore^An^mmtof their reception-rhey.are introduced to three Chiefs~A dance of tvsenty yode nvomen-Omiah‘s 
epprebenfmof being ^oafted-^ The ijlandej s fend provtfions on board—Further dejeription of the natives—Of their 
tames-frees and fants—Omiab s expedient to prevent being detained on Jhore—He meets with three of his ceuutrymen 
^Jii account of their difrefsful voyage—Additional remarks relative to Wateeo—Otakootaia vifited, and Harvey's fliand 

^Afruitkfs attempt made to land—The two ffstps bear away for the Friendly Ijles—Paimcrjlon's IJland touched a' _ 

epmipts deferibed—Refrefments procured—Arrive at thd Friendly TJlands—lntercourfe with the natives of Komanro— 
Arrival at Annamooka-TranfaSlions and incidents there—An account of Annamooka—the Refolution and Difetuery 
Hapaee. '' 


A S foon as th^ fliips were in a proper ftation, 
about ten o’clock A. M. of the 30ch, two boats 
nerefcnt out to endeavour to find a convenient place 
for landing. Captain Cook had no fooner put olf in 
his own boat, than the two men approached with their 
canoe, and when along fide of the boat Mourooa, 
without hefitation, flept into her. Omiah, who was 
with the Captain, was defired to enquire of Mourooa, 
where we could land; upon which he direded us to 
two places. But we foon perceived, with regret, that 
the attempt at either was impradlicable, on account of 
thefurf, unlefs at the rifque of having our boats de- 
ilroyed. Nor were we more fuccefsful in our feajch 
for anchorage, as we could find no bottom within a 
cable’s length of the breakers, where we met with 
from forty to twenty fathoms depth, over fharp rocks 
of coral. While we thus reconnoitred the fliore of 
Mangeca, the natives thronged down upon the. reef 
ail armed. Mourooa, who ftill remained in the boat 
with captain Cook, thinking, perhaps, that this war¬ 
like appearance deterred us from landing, commanded 
them to retire. As many of them complied, we 
imagined, that he was a perfon of fome confequence: 
indeed, if we did not mifunderftand him, he was bro¬ 
ther to the king of theifland. Several of them, infti- 
gated by curiofity fwam from the fhore to the boats, 
and came on board them without referve. We even 
found fome difficulty in keeping them out, and could 
fcarce prevent their pilfering whatever was w'ithin 
their reach. At length, when they obferved us re¬ 
turning to the (hips, they all left us except Mourooa, 
vho, though not without manifeft indications of fear, 
accompanied the Commodore on board the Refolution. 
The cattle, and other new objedls that he faw, did not 
ftrike him with much furprize; his mind, perhaps, be¬ 
ing too much occupied about his own fafety, to allow 
him to attend to other things. He feemed very un- 
and gave us but little new intelligence: and, 
therefore, after he had continued a fhort time on board, 
a boat was ordered to carry him towards the land, 
n his way from the cabin, happening to ftumbic over 
floats, he (lopped, looked at the animal, and 
atked Omiah, what bird it was? But not receiving an 
immediate anfwcr, he repeated the queftion to fome 
? . ^ people who were upon the deck. The boat 
aving conveyed him near the furf, he leaped into the 
^ter. and fwam afhorc. His countrymen eager to 
trom him what he had feen, flocked round him 
oonas he had landed; in which (ituation they re- 
aincd M'hcn we loft fight of them. Wc hoifted in 
returned, and made fail to the 
ifla were we obliged to leave this fine 

n unvifited, w hich feemed capable of fupplying 
(Ituatcd in lat. 2i deg. 57 min. S. 

Ptara^^^ Mangeea made a moft delightful ap- 

therefore cafily be conceived w’ith 
''hifh f " ^ Thofe parts of its coaft 

tcef of obfervation, are guarded by a 

bniiali which a heavy furf is con- 

.v-oreaking. 'i he ifland is about five leagues , 

3 ^ 


in circumference, and though of a moderate and pretty 
equal height, may be feen in dear weather at the dif- 
tance of more than ten leagues. In the interior parts, 
it rifes into fmall hills, whence there is an cafy defcenc 
to the (bore, which, in the S. W. part, is fteep, though 
not very high, and has feveral cavities imde by ’he 
dafliing ot the weaves againft a brownifti fand-ftone, of 
which it confifts. The delcent here abounds with 
trees of a deep green, which feem to be all of one fort, 
except neared the (bore, where we obferved numbers 
of that fpccies of dracaena, found in the woods of 
New Zealand. The (hore on the N. W. part, tenp.i- 
nares in a fanJy beach, beyond w'hich the land is broken 
into fmall chafms, and liab a broad border of trees, rc- 
fembling tall willows. Farther up, on the afeent, the 
trees were of the deep green above mentioned, which 
fome of us imagined to be the rima, iniermixcd with 
cocoa-palms, and a few other forts. Some trees of a 
higher fort were thinly f:ati-red on the hills, the other 
parts of w'hich were covered with fomevvhat like fern, 
or were bare, and of a leddilh colour. The ifland 
upon the whole, has a plealing appearance, and might, 
by proper cultivation, be made a beautiful fpot. The 
natives appearing to be both numerous and wtII fed, 
it is highly probable, that fuch articles of provifion as 
the ifland produces are found in great abundance; 
Our friend Mourooa infornK:d us, that they had no hogs 
nor dogs, though they had heard of both thofe animals, 
but that they had plantains, taro, and bread-fruit. I'he 
only birds we obferved, were fome terns, noddies, white 
egg-birds, and white herons. 

The inhabitants of this ifland rcfcmble thofe of Ota- 
heite.and the Marquefas in the beauty of their per¬ 
fons; and their general difpofition feems alfo to cor-»> 
refpond with that of the firft mentioned people; for 
they are not only lively and chearful, but are acquainted 
with all the lafeivious gefticulations practiced by the 
Otaheiteans in their dances. We had likewifc reafon 
to fuppofe, that they have a fimilar method of living; 
for though we had not an opportunity of feeing many 
of their habitations, we obferved one houle near the 
beach which in its mode of conftrudlion, differed little 
from thofe of Otaheite. It appeared to be fc vrn feet 
high, and thirty in length, with ar open end, whicli 
reprefented an cllipfis, or oval, tranfverfely divided. 
It was plcafantly fituated in a grove. Thefc people 
falute (Irangers by joining nofes, and taking the hand 
of the perfon whom they accoft, which they rub 
with fome force upon their mouth and nofe. It 14^ 
w^orrhy of remark, that the inhabitants of the Pa- 
laos. New Philippine, or rather Caroline Iflands, 
though at the di(lance of near 1500 leagues from 
Mangeea, have a limilar method of falutarion. The 
language of the natives of Mangeea is a dialed of 
that fpoken at Otaheite, as will appear by the fol¬ 
lowing lift of w’ords, feledcd by the ailiftance of 
Omiah. The agreement between them as to the or¬ 
thography is very (hiking; but their pronunciation 
in Mangcca, like that of the New Zealanders, is ra-, 
ther more guttural than that of Otaheite. 
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A List of words ufed in Mangeea, and compared with 
others ufed at Otahcitc, taken from Omiah by Mr. 
Anderfon. 


Otaheite- 

Goroo 

Evaa 

Eree 

Eoute 

Aree 

Mahcine 


Mangeea. 

Kooroo 
Ewakka 
Ereekce 
Pooroohee 
Taia, taia aoutee 
Eakkaree 
Maheine 
Naoo, mou 
Etamagee 
Mata 
Manna 

Ereekce, manna 
Oil 
Ooma 

Taata, or Tangata Taata 


Tamacc 

Myty 


Wou 


Aoure 
Heyhcy 
Euta 

Hectaia matooa 

Waheine 

Go 

Ehataiee 

Aee 


Aoure 

Euta 


Waheine 

Owytaiccoa 

Ai 


feNGLISH. 

^read-fruiU 

ACame. 

A Chief. 

A Club. 

Cloth or cloth-planh 
A Cocoa-nut. 

A Daughter. 

Friend. 

A Fight, or battle. 
Good. 

Great, or pozverful, 
APcaveiful chief. 

1 . 

roKifs. 

A Man. 

No. 

A Spear. 

^he Shore, 
rhe Sun. 

A IVonian. 

There. 

JVhat is that? 

Tes. 


Having taken our departure from Mangeea, we held 
on our courfe northward, till noon of Monday the 31ft, 
when the man at the mafl-head called out land, which 
was foon anfwered by a fignal from the Difeovery. 
It lay in the diredion of N. E. by N. diftant 10 leagues. 
The next morning, being Tuefday the ift of April, we 
were abreaft of its north-end, and within four leagues 
of it. It now had the appearance ef an ifland, nearly 
of the fame extent with that which we had left- Ano¬ 
ther ifland, much fmallcr, was alfo deferied right 
a-head. Though w'e could foon have reached this, we 
preferred the larger one, as being mofl: likely to fur- 
nifli food for our cattle. We therefore made fail for 
it; but there being little wind, and that unfavourable, 
w'c were ftill two leagues to leeward, at eight o’clock 
the fuccceding morning. Soon after three armed boats 
were difpatched, and one from the Difeovery, under 
the command of Lieutenant Gore, in fearch of a land¬ 
ing-place, and good anchoring-ground. Mean w'hile 
we plied up under the ifland with the fliips. As our 
boats w ere putting off, we faw fevcral canoes coming 
from the fliore, which repaired firfl: to the Difeovery, 
lire being the ncareft to it. Not long after, three of 
thefe canoes came along-fide our ftiip, the Refolution. 
They are long and narrow, and are fupported by out- 
riggers: the head is flat above, but prow-like below ; 
and the flern is about four feet high. We bellowed 
on our vffitors fomc knives, beads, and other trifles; 
and they gave us fome cocoa-nuts, in confequence of 
our having afked for them ; but they did not part with 
them by way of exchange, as they feemed to have no 
idea of barter or traffic. Gne of the natives, after a 
little perf-ialion came on board; and two others foon 
followed his example. They appeared to be perfcdlly 
at their eafe, and free from all uneafy apprehenfions. 
After their departure, a man arrived in another canoe, 
bringing a bunch of plantains as a prefent to our cap- 
.tain, who gave him in return, a piece of red cloth, and 
iin axe. We were afterwards informed by Omiah, 
that this prefent had been fent from the king of the 
ifland. Soon after, a double canoe, containing twelve 
of the iflanders, came towards us. On approaching 
the (hip, they recited fomc words in concert, by way of 
chorus,one of them firfl giving the word before each 
repetition. Having finifhed this folemn chant, they 
came along-fide, and afked for the chief. As foon as 
Captain Cook had made his appearance, a pig and 
Ibme cocoa-nuts were conveyed into the Ihip; and the 
captain was alfo prefented with a piece of matting, by 
the principal perfon in the canoe, when he and his 
companions had got on board. Thefe new vifitants 


were introduced into the cabin, and oth^r 
(hip. Though foine objeds feemed to furnJ"^ °! 
nothing could fix their attention. They ^ 
to venture near the cows and horfes, of Vh^r! 
they could form no conception. As for th n 
goats, they gaVe us td underfland, that they kn 
to be birds. It may appear rather incredible’' 
human ignorance could ever make fo ridicule 7' 
take, there not being the fmalleft refcmblahceh»"'''' 
any winged animal and a (heep or goat. Bur v " 
people feemed unacquainted with the cxifle' 
any other terreftrial animals than hogs do« “i 
birds: and feeing our goats and (heep mbe vert rflf 
ferent from the two former, they inferred abfiirrfil ,1. 
they muft belong to the latter clafs, in which S 
there were a great variety of fpecies. Though fa 
tain Cook beftowed on his new friend what he r 
pofed would be the moft acceptable prefent, yett 
feemed fomewhat difappoinred. We were afterwarri 
informed, that he eagerly wiflied to procure a doir’ 
which kind of animals this ifland was deflitute tSigh 
the natives knew that the race exifted in oth^ idand! 
of the Pacific Gcean. Captain Clerke had received a 
fimilar prefent, with the fame view, from another 
man, who was equally difappointed in his expectations 

The iflanders, whom we had feen in thofecanoes, were 
in general, of the middling llature, and notunlike the 
Mangeans. Their hair either flowed loofely over their 
(houlders,orwastiedonthecrown ofthe head; and though 
in fome it was frizzled, yet that, as well as the ftraight 
fort, was long. Some of the young men were handfome. 
Like the inhabitants of Mangeea, they wore girdles of 
glazed cloth, or fine matting, the ends of which u-erc 
brought between their thighs. Their ears w'ere bored, 
and they wore about their necks, by way of ornament, 
a fort of broad grafs, (lained with red, and ftrungwith 
berries of the night-lhade. Many of them were curi- 
oufly marked or tatooed from the middle downwards, 
particularly upon their legs; which made them appear 
as if they wore boots. Their beards were long, and 
they had a kind of fandals on their feet. They were 
frank and chearful in their deportment, very friendly, 
and good-natured. Lieutenant Gore returned from 
his excurfion, and informed Captain Cook, that he had 
examined the wcfl-fide of the ifland, without being able 
to find a place where a fliip could ride in fafery,ora 
boat could land, the fliore being bounded by a deep 
coral rock, againfl: which a continual furf broke with 
extraordinary violence. But as the inhabitants feemed 
extremely friendly, and as defirous of our landing as 
we ourfelvcs were, Mr. Gore was of opinion, that they 
might be prevailed upon to bring off to the boats be¬ 
yond the furf, fuch articles as we were moft in need ok 
As we had little or no wind, the delay of a day or two 
was of no great confequence, and therefore it was rc- 
folved to try the experiment the next morning: foon 
after day break fome canoes came towards the fliips, 
one of which direcfled its courfc to the Refolution. 
There were in it fome cocoa-nuts, plantains, and a hog, 
for which the natives demanded from us a dog, rc- 
fuflng every other thing we offered by way of ex¬ 
change. Though one of our gentlemen on board na 
a dog and bitch, which were great nuifanecs in t c 
fhip, and which might have lerved to propagate i 
race of foufeful an animal in this ifland, yet 
not be prevailed upon to part with them. ^ 

gratify thefe people, Gmiah gave them a 
he had brought with him from England, with w 
acquifition they were highly pleafcd. .. 

Thurfday the 3d of April, at ten o’clock A. M. 
tenant Gore was difpatched with three boats, t® . 
trial of the experiment which that officer had proP' 
Two of the natives, who had been on 
panied him; and Gmiah ferved as an int^ 

The (hips being a full league from the ug jr 

boats put off, and the wdnd being inconiide 
was twelve o’clock before we could work 
We tlien perceived our three boats juft ug /hore, 
and an amazing number of the iflanders on 
abreaft of them. Concluding froni this, t 
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nt Gore, and others of our people had landed, we 
impatient to know the event. With a view of 
'^hf^ing afford 

hem fuch afiiftance as they might occafionally require, 
kept as near the (bore as was confiftent with pru- 
T ce ^ convinced, however, that the reef 

s a very effeclual barrier between us and our friends 
"^ho had landed, and put them completely out of the 
"" Qf our protedlion. But the natives, in all pro- 
hTbility, fenfible of this circumrtance as we 

^^ere. Some of them now and then, brought a few cocoa- 
nuts to the llhps, and exchanged them for whatever 
was offered them. Thcfeoccafional vilits diminilhed the 
Captain's folicitude about our people who had landed; 
for^chough we could procure no intelligence from our 
vifitors, yet their venturing aboard feemed to imply, 
that their countrymen on fhore had made no improper 
ufe of the confidence repofed in them. At length 
towards the evening, we had the fatisfadion of feeing 
the boats return. When our people got on board, we 
found that Mr. Gore, Mr. ^nderfon, Mr. Burney, and 
Omiah, were the only perfons who had landed. The 
occurrences of the day were now fully reported to Cap¬ 
tain Cook by Mr. Gore. Mr. Anderfon's account of 
their tranfadions, which was very circumftantial, and 
including fome obfervations on the ifland, and its in¬ 
habitants, was to the following purport. 

They row'cd towards a fandy beach, where a great 
number of natives had alTcmbled, and came to an an¬ 
chor at the diftance of a hundred yards from the reef. 
Several of the iflanders fwam oft', bringing cocoa-nuts 
with them; aad Omiah gave them to underftand, that 
our people were defirous of landing. Soon after two 
canoes came off; and to infpire the natives with a 
greater confidence, Mr. Gore and his companions re- 
folved to go unarmed. Mr. Anderfon and Lieutenant 
Burney went in one canoe, a little before the other; and 
their condudors watching with great attention the 
motions of the furf, landed them fafely on the reef. 

A native took hold of each of them, with a view of 
fupporting them in walking over the rugged rocks to 
the beach, where.feveral others, holding in their hands 
the green: boughs of a fpecies of mimofa, met them, 
and faluted them by the junction of nofes. They were 
conduded from the beach amidft a vaft multitude of 
people, who flocked around them with the moft: eager 
curiofuy; and being led up an avenue of cocoa-palms, 
foon came to a number of men, arranged in two rows, 
and armed with clubs. Proceeding onward among 
thefe, they found a perfon who appeared to be a chief, 
Grting crofs-legged on the ground, and cooling himfelf 
with a kind of triangular fan, made from the leaf of 
the cocoa-palm, with a polifhcd handle of black wood. 
He wore in his ears large bunches of beautiful feathers 
of a red colour, but had no other mark to diftinguilh 
him from the reft of the people. Our two country^men 
having faluted him as he fat, marched on among the 
men armed with clubs, and came to a fecond chief, 
^ornedlike the former, arid occupied like him, in 
finning himfelf. He was remarkable for his fize and 
corpulence, though he did not appear to be above thirty 
years of age. They were conducted in the fame man¬ 
ner to a third chief, who feemed older than the two 
wmer: he alfo was fitting, and was ornamented with 
feathers. After they had faluted him as they had 
others, he dclired them both to fit down, 
^nich they willingly confented to, being greatly 
aogued with walking, and with the extreme heat they 
It aiTndft the furrounding multitude. 

Ine people being ordered to feparate> ©ur two 
pntenien law, at a fmall diftance, twenty young wo- 
the chiefs, in red feathers, engaged 
^ dance, which they performed to a flow and folemn 
them all. The gentlemen rofe up, and 
j to fee thofe dancers, who, without pay- 

fi'nallcrt attention, ftill continued their 
the ^ feemed to be dircCbed by a man, who, in 

of a prompter, mentioned the feveral 
the make. They nc\'€r changed 

^t, as Europeans do in dancing, and though 


reft, this exercife cori- 
liired rnorc in nioving their fingers very nimbly, hold¬ 
ing their hands, at the fame time, in a prone pofition, 
near the face, and dccalionally clapping them together. 

neir dances and Tinging are performed in the exacleft 
concert and the former bear a great rcfemblance to 
thole of the natives of the Caroline Ifiands. The 
young women had probably been inftrucled with 
extraordinary care, and fele(fted for this ceremony, be¬ 
ing fuperior in beauty to moft of thofe who were'in the 
crowd. They were in general, rather ftout, and of an 
olive complexion, with black hair flowing in rinalets 
down their necks. Their fiiape and limbs were elegantly 
fon-ned; fortheirdrcfsconfiftingonly of a piece of glazed 
cloth tied round the waift, which fcarcely reached fo 
low as the knees, our gentlemen had an opportunity of 
examining almoft every part. Their features were 
rather too full to conftitute a perfect beauty. Their 
eyes were of a deep black, and their countenances cx- 
prefied a great degree of modefty and complacency. 
Before thefe beauteous females had finifhed their dance 
a noife was heard as if fome horfes had been galh^ping 
towards our gentlemen; and on turning their eyes 
afide, they faw the people armed with clubs, who had 
been defired to entertain them, as they fuppofed, with an 
exhibition ofeheir manner of fighting; which they did, 
one party piirfuing another, who ran away. 

At this time Lieutenant Burney and Mr. Anderfon 
began to look about for Mr. Gore and Omiah, whom 
they at length perceived coming up, having been as 
much incommoded by the crowds of people as they 
themfelves had been, and introduced in the Time 
manner to the three chiefs; the najnes of whom were 
Otteroo, Taroa, and Fatowweera. Each of thefe cx- 
adling a prefent, Mr. Gore gave them fuch things as he 
had brought with him for that purpofe; after which 
he informed the chiefs of his views in coming afiiore, 
but was defired to wait till the next day before he 
flioiild have what he wanted. They nbw endeavoured 
to feparatc our gentlemen from each other, every one 
of whom had his refp^clive circle to furround," and 
gaze at him. Mr. Anderfon was, at one time, up¬ 
wards of an hour apart from his friends; and when he 
told the chief, who was near him, that he wifiied to 
fpeak to Omiah, his requeft was peremptorily refufed. 

At the fame time he found that thofe near him pilfered 
feveral trifling things which were in his pocket; and on 
his complaining of this treatment to the chief, he juf-’ 
tified their behaviour. From thefe circumftanccs Mr. 
Anderfon began to apprehend, that they defigned to 
detain our party among them. In this fituation he 
alked for fomething to eat, ; upon which they brought 
him fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and a fort of four 
pudding; and when he complained of the heat, occa- 
I lioned by the multitude of people, the chief himfelf 
condefeended to fan him. Mr. Burney going to the 
place where Mr. Anderfon Was, the latter informed, 
him of his fufpicions; and to try whether they were ! 
well founded or not, they both attempted to get to the 
beach; upon which they were fooh flopped by fome of 
the natives, who faid they muft return to the place 
which they had loft. On their corning up they found. 
Omiah under the fame apprchenfiqns; but he had, 
as he imagined, an additional motive of ,terror ; for, 
having obferved, that they had dug a hole in the 
ground for an oven, w^hich they were now hearing, ke 
could aflign no other rcafbn for it, than that they in¬ 
tended to roaft and devour our people; he went even 
fo far as to afic them, whether that was their intention; 
at which they were much furprized, afking, in return, 
whether that cuftom prevailed among us. 

Thus were Mr. Anderfon and the others detained the 
greateft part of the day, being fometimes feparated, and * 
fometimes together; but continually in a croud, who de¬ 
fired them frequenriy to uncover parts of their fkiii, the 
fightof whichftrucktheiflanderswith admiration. They, 
at the fame time, rifled the pockets of ourgentlemeni 
and one of them fnatched from Mr. Gore a bayonet, 
which hung by his fide. This being reprefented to one of 
the chiefs, he pretended to fend a perfon in fcarchof it, 
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but probably countenanced the theft; for Omiah; Ibbn 

after, had a dagger ftolen from his fide in the fanie 
manner. They now brought fome green boughs as 
emblems of friendfhip, and fiicking the ends ot them 
in the ground, defired our party would hold them as 
they fat, giving them to underftand, that they murt fiay 
ilnil eat with them. The fight of a pig lying near the 
oven, which they had heated, removed Omiah’s ap- 
prehenfions of being put into it himfelf, and made 
him think, that it might be intended as a rcpall for 
him and his companions. The chief alfofent fome of 
his people to provide food for the cattle, and they re¬ 
turned with a few plantain trees, which they conveyed 
to the boats. In the mean time, Mr. Burney, and Mr. 
Andcrfon made a fecond attempt to get to the beach; 
but on their arrival, they found themfelves watched by 
people who feemed to have been fiationed there for 
that purpofc; for when Mr. Anderfon endeavoured to 
wade in upon the reef, one of them dragged him back 
by his clothes. They alfo infifted upon his throwing 
down fome pieces of coral that he had picked up, and 
on his refufing to comply, took them from him by 
force; norw'ould they fufFcr him to retain fome fmall 
plants which he had gathered. I’hey likewife took a 
fan from Mr. Burney, who. on his coming afliore had 
received it as a prefent. Finding that obedience to 
their will was the only method of procuring better 
treatment, the gentlemen returned to the place they 
had quitted; whereupon the natives promifed, that 
after they had partaken of a repafi, that had been pre¬ 
pared for them, they (hould be furniflied with a canoe 
to carry them otF to their boats. Accordingly, the 
fecond chief to whom they had been prefented, having 
feated himfelf on a low ftool, and direcled the multi¬ 
tude to form a large ring, made them fit down by him. 
A number of cocoa-nuts were now brought, with a 
quantity of baked plantains, and a piece of the pig 
that had been drelfea, was placed before each of them. 
Their fatigue, however, had taken away their appetites; 
neverthelefs they eat a little to pleafe their entertainers. 
When this meal was finifhed, Oniiah, Mr. Gore's in¬ 
terpreter, was queftioned by the natives concerning us, 
our country, our (hips and arms. In anfw'er to which, 
among other particulars, he told them, that our coun¬ 
try had (hips as large as their ifland, on board of which 
were implements of w'ar (delcribing our guns) of fuch 
dimenfions, as to contain feveral people within them; 
one of which could demolifli the illand at one (hot. 
As to the guns in our two (hips, he acknowledged that 
they were but fmall in comparifon with the former; 
yet even with thefe, he faid, we could with great eafe, 
at a confiderable diftance deftroy the ifland, and every 
foul in it. On their enquiring by what means this 
could be done, Omiah produced fome cartridges from 
his pocket, and having (ubmitted to infpedion the balls, 
and the gun-powder by which they were to be fet in 
motion, he difpofed the latter upon the ground, and 
by means of a piece of lighted wood, fet it on fire. 
The fudden blafi, the mingled flame and fmoke, that 
fucceeded inftantaneoufly, filled the natives with fuch 
afionilhment, that they no longer doubted the formidable 
power of our weapons; and had it not been for the 
terrible ideas they entertained of the guns of our (hips, 
from this fpecimen of the mode of their operation, it 
was imagined that they would have detained the gen¬ 
tlemen the w'holc night; for Omiah alTured them, that, 
if he and his friends did not return on board the fame 
day, they might expedl, that our Commander, captain 
Cook, w ould fire upon the ifland. It was now near 
fun-fet, w hen the iflanders fent down to the beach the 
remainder of the provifions that had been drefled, to 
be carried to the (nips; foon after which our gentlemen 
I found a canoe prepared to put them off to their boars, 
which the natives did with great caution; but as they 
were pufhing the canoe into the furf, one of them 
(hatched a bag out of her, which contained a pocket- 
pi flol belonging to Mr. Anderfon, who calling out to 
the thief with marks of the highcl^ difplea/ure, he 
(warn back lo the canoe with the bag. The iflanders 
then pot'them on board the boats^ with the cocoa-nuts, 
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plahtains, and othbf provifions* and thpv ' 

rbwxd back to the (hips; ^ ^^cdiai 

The ttfirained fituilioii of thefe gentlemen cm 
vety little opportunity bf obferving the 
they werb feldotii a hundred yards 
where they had bceii introduced to ;he chi f ^ 
confequently, were confined to a few furrounHi. 
jeas. Thefirfl thing that attradfed their noti^ 
the number of people, w^hich muff have been 
two thoufand. Except a few, thofe who had com ^ 
board the (hips, were all of an inferior clafs f ^ 
great number of thofe that Our gentlemen 
on (hore, had a fuperior dignity of demeanour .^ 
their complexion was much whiter. In freli i 
they had their hair, which is long and blarl? !• j 
on the crown of the head. Many of theyoun. It 
were perfed models in (hape, and of a delicate m 
plexion. The old men were, many of them LrnT 
lent; and they, as well as the young, had aVemaT 
able fmoothnefs of (km. Their geneial drefs confirtd 
of a piece of cloth wrapped about the w aifl, but fome 
had pieces of mats, mofi curioiifly variegated with 
black and white, formed into a kind of jacket without 
fleeves; while others wore conical caps made of the 
core of a cocoa-nut, interwoven with beads. In their 
cars, which were pierced, they hung pieces of the 
membraneous part of fome plant, or ftuck ‘there fome 
odoriferous flower. The chiefs, and other perfons of 
rank, had two little balls, w ith a common bafe, made 
of bone; which they hung round their necks with 
fmall cords. Red feathers are confidered imhis ifland 
as a particular mark of diftindion; for none but the 
chiefs, and the young women who danced, alfumed 
them. Some of the men were puhdured ail over 
their (ides and backs, and fome of the women had the 
fame ornament (if it deferves that name) on their legs; 
The elderly women had their hair cropped (hort, and 
many of them >vere cut all over the tore part of the 
body in oblique lines. The wife of a chief appeared 
with her child, laid in a piece of red cloth, which had 
been prefented to her hulband: (he fuckled the infant 
much after the manner of our women. Another chief 
introduced his daughter, who was young, beautiful, 
and modeft. No pcrfonal deformities were obferved in 
cither fex, except a few individuals, who had fears of 
broad ulcers remaining on the face and other parts. 
Many of the natives w'cre armed with fpearsand clubs, 
the latter of which were generally about (ix feet long, 
made of a hard black wood neatly polilhed. The 
fpcars w ere formed of the fame wood, (imply pointed, 
and ^ere in general twelve feet long; but fome were fo 
(hort as to feem intended for darts. They preferved 
their canoes from the fun under the (hade of various 
trees, Mr. Anderfon faw eight or ten of them all dou¬ 
ble ones; that is, two (ingle ones lalhed together by 
rafters laid acrofs. They were about four Feet deep, 
and in length about twenty feet, and the (ides were 
rounded with a plank raifed on them. Two of thefe 
canoes were curioufly fiained all over with black, m 
numbcrlefs fmall figures, as triangles, fquarcs, &c. and 
were far fuperior to any thing of the kind Mr. Andcr* 
fon had ever feen at any other ifland in rjjc S^uth 
The paddles were almoft: elliptical, and about four feet 
long. Moll of the trees obferved by Mr. Anderuw 
were cocoa-palms, fome fpecics of hibifeus; afortot 
Euphorbia; and many of the fame kind he had 
Mangeea. The latter are tall and (lender, rcfembling 
a cyprefs; and are called by the natives etoa. J "is 
gentleman faw alfo a fpccies of convolvulus, and lom 
treacle-muftard; befides which there arc doubtic* 
other plants and fruit-trees, which he had not an 
tunity of feeing. The foil, towards the fca, is 
more than a bank of coral, generally fteep and 
which, though it has probably been for 
expofed to the weather, has fuffered no further c a 
than becoming black on its furface. The reef or ’ 
with which the (bore is lined, runs to different brea_^ 
into the fea, where it refcmbles a high r ,facc 

of a brownilh colour, and nearly even w ith the n 
of the water; and though its texture is rathet P jj. 
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of withftanding the waftiing of the furf, 

r^nnftantly breaks upon it. 

'' T^hnuffh thisi^^^^ heenvifited by 

ns there were other ftrangers now refiding in 
It was entirely owing to Omiah’s accompanying 
that this remarkable circumftance came 
^\nowledge. He had fcarcely landed on the 
u/hen he found, among the crowd, three of his 
r.^men natives of the Society Ifles. At the 
o7 about two hundred leagues from thofe 
nds an immenfe ocean intervening, with fuch mi- 

f hleVea-boats as their inhabitants make ufe of, fuch 

meeting at fuch a place, fo accidentally vifited by us, 
^ Z be confidered as one of thofe extraordinary and 
"SxDcacd fituations, which ftrike a curious obferver 
Th wonder and amazement. The mutual furprife 
'' d pleafure with which Omiah and his countrymen 
engaged in converfation. may eafily be imagined. All 
equally impatient; they to hear Omiah’s adven¬ 
tures and Omiah to know theirs. Their flory, as re¬ 
lated’ by themfelves, is a very affeding one. They 
faid that about twenty perfons, male and female, had 
embarked in a canoe at Otaheite, with an intention of 
eroding over to Ulietca; but they were prevented by 
contrary winds from reaching the latter, or returning to 
the former ifland. A dreadful tempefl: drove them 
into the mairt ocean, and the fca, continuing to run 
mountains high, walhed overboard fome of the women 
and children, who perifhed before they experienced 
any further diftrefs: that, after three days, when the 
ftorm abated, thofe who remained found themfelves in 
an unknown ocean, with little more provifions than 
were neceffary to ferve them a very fliort time: that, 
having no pilot todiretfl their courfe, they continued 
to go before the wind day after day; and. their ftockof 
provifions being exhaufted, they fuffered inconceivable 
Lrddiips: that, their number gradually diminiflied, 
worn out by famine and fatigue: that, thofe who fur- 
vived had nothing but the fca-weed which they found 
floating in the fea, and the water which they faved when 
it rained, to keep them alive: that, ten days having 
clapfed, and no land in fight, defpair took place of hope, 
and fevepal, unable to fupport the pangs of hunger, 
jumped overboard in their phrenzy, and perifhed by an 
cafier death; and the groans of the dying, and the ter¬ 
rible agonies with which fome were adedted before 
death came to their relief, exceeded all defeription. 
In this melancholy fituation they had exided for thir¬ 
teen days, and how much longer they could have no 
rccolledion, for they were taken up infenlible of pain, 
and hardly to be diftinguiflied from the emaciated bo¬ 
dies of the dead among whom they were found, feem- 
ingly without life or motion, till by the friendly care of 
ihcir deliverers they were redored. When they were 
recovered, they faid, it w'as like waking from a dream: 
they knew not where they were, nor . how they came 
upon land; but being told they w'ere taken up at fea, 
and in what condition, as their fenfes gradually re-* 
turned, they by degrees recollcded all the circum- 
flanccs already related: they added, that ever fince they 
were brought to life, they had remained with their deli¬ 
verers,and were now quite reconciled to their condition, 
and happy in the fttuation in which the Etooa, or good 
fpirit, had placed them. Four men had furvived, one 
of whom had fmee died; and the names of the three, 
oow living, are Tavec, Otirreroa, and Orououte; the 
former was born at Huaheine, the fecond at Ulietca, 
and the latter at Otaheite. Omiah, after hearing their 
relation, with which he was apparently much a 5 e< 5 led, 
told them, that they might now uke the opportunity of 
terurning home with him; that he would intercede for 
^^m, and that he was furc, if they chafe it, the chiefs 
ot the expedition would grant his requeft. They 
thanked Omiah for his kindnefs j nor had they any rea- 
on to fuppofe, that fuch an offer would ever be made 
, ^ ^gain; but they wcfc now determined to end 
with the people who had reflorcd them to 
cond life; and as their deareft relations and friends 
etc of the number of thofe who perifhed, the return 
‘dative country would only rene w their grief, and 
tad of affording pleafure, would increafe 


their melancholy. The application of this narrative is 
obvious. It wall ferve to explain, in a more fatisfac- 
tory manner than the flimfy conjedures of fpcculativc 
reafoners, how the detached parts of the world, and, in 
particular, the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, may have 
been firft peopled; thofe efpecially that lie at a confi- 
derablcdifiance from each other, or from any inha¬ 
bited parts of a continent. Such accidents as the above 
related, probably happen frequently in the great Pacific 
Ocean. In 1696, two canoes, having on board fhirty 
perfons of both fexes, were driven, by contrary winds and 
tempefluous weather, on the Iflc of Sarnali one of the 
Philippines, after having been toffed about at feafeventy 
days, and having performed a voyage, from an i’dand, 
called by them Amorfot, 300 leagues to the lilall 0/ 
Sarrial. Five of the number w ho embarkpd, died ol 
the hardfliips fuffered during this extraordinary paf- 
fage. In 1721, two canoes, one containing 24, the other 
6 perfons, men, women, and children, were driven 
from an ifland, they called Farroilep, northward, to 
the iflc of Guam, one of the Ladrones, or Mariannes: 
but thefe had not failed fofar as their countrymen, w ho 
reached Samal, as above, and they had been at fea only 
20 days. There feems to be no reafon to doubt the 
authenticity of thefe two relations. The information 
contained in the letters of the Jefuits, about thefe 
iflands, now know n under the name of the Carolines, 
and di(covered to the Spaniards by the arrival of the 
canoes at Samal and Guam, has been adopted by all 
our later writers. 

The natives of this ifland call it Watceoo. It is 
fltuated in the lat. of 20 deg. i min. S. and in the long, 
of 201 deg. 45 min. E. and is about 6 leagues in' cir¬ 
cumference. It is a beautiful fpo't, with a furface co¬ 
vered with verdure, and compofed of hills and plains. 
The foil, in fome parts is light and flindy; but further 
up the country, we faw from the fliip by the afliflance 
of our glaffes, a reddifti caff on the rifmg grounds. 
There the i(landers build their houfes, for we could per¬ 
ceive feveral of them which were long and fpacious. 
Its produce is nearly the fame with that of Mangeea, 
the ifland we lafl: quitted, if we may depend on 
Omiah’s account of what he learned from his three 
countrymen, in the courfe of converfation, the man¬ 
ners of the people of Watecoo, their general habits of 
life, and their manner of treating ftrangers, greatly re- 
femble thofe that prevail at Otaheite, and its neigh¬ 
bouring iftands. There is alfo a great fimilarity between 
their religious ceremonies and opinions. From every 
circumftance, indeed, it may be conftdered as indubit¬ 
able, that the inhabitants of Watecoo derive their de- 
feent from the fame ftock, w hich has fo remarkably 
diffufed itfelf over the immenfe extent of the Southern 
Ocean. Omiah affured us, that they dignified their 
iftand w ith the pompous appellation of Wenooa no tc 
^tooa,. implying a land of Gods, efteeming them- 
felves a rafcc of divinities, poffeffed w ith the Ipirit of 
the Eatooa. Their language was well underftood by 
Omiah, and equally fo by our two New Zealanders w ho 
w ere on board. Though the landing of our gentlemen 
was the means of enriching the hiftory of our voyage 
with the foregoing particulars, yet the principal objcdl 
in view was partly unattained; for we procured fcarcely 
any thing worth mentioning from the ifland. Indeed 
it appears from the circumftanccs already mentioned, 
that Watecoo can be of little ufe to any Ihip w anting 
rcfrefliment, unlefs in the cafe of the mod abfolute ne- 
ceflity. The natives, knowing now the value of fome 
of our commodities, might be induced to bring off 
fruits and hogs to a fliip (landing off or on, or to boats 
lying off the reef, as ours did. It is doubtful, how'ever, 
if any frcfti water could be procured. For, though 
fome was brought in cocoa-nut (hells to the gentlemen, 
they were told, that it was at a confiderable diftance; 
and, probably, it is only to be met with in fome flag- 
nant pool, as no running ftream was any where to be 
feen. 

Calms and light airs, having alternately prevailed 
during the night of the 3d of April, before day-break 
an eafterly fwclI had carried the Refolution and Difeo- 
very ibme diftance from Watecoo, but having failed of 

procuring* 
























procuring, at that place, the fupplies we wanted, we 
left it without regret, and fleered for the ifland that had 
been difeovered oy us three days before. Having a 
gentle breeze at E. we got up with it by ten o'clock, 
A. M. on Friday, the 4th, when captain Cook imme¬ 
diately difpatched Mr. Gore with two boats, to fee if he 
could lana, and get fubfiftence for our cattle. Though 
a reef furrounded the land here, as at Watceoo, and 
a conliderablc furf broke againft the rocks, our boats 
noTooner reached the well-fidc of the ifland, but they 
ventured in, and Mr. Gore and his party arrived fafe 
on fhore. Captain Cook feeing from the fhip they had 
fo far fucceeded, fent off a fmall boat to know if far¬ 
ther afliftance was required. She waited to take in a 
lading of the produce of the ifland, and, therefore, 
did not return till three o'clock in the afternoon. Be¬ 
ing cleared, file was fent again for another cargo; at 
the fame time the jolly boat was alfo difpatched upon 
the fame bufinefs, with orders for Mr. Gore to return 
with the boats before night, which orders were punc¬ 
tually obeyed. The fupply obtained here was about 
200 cocoa-nuts for our companies, and for our cattle a 
quantity of grafs, with fome leaves of the pandanus. 
This latter being of a foft, fpongy nature, the cattle eat 
even the branches when cut into fmall pieces, which arc 
very juicy. This ifland lies nearly four leagues from 
Watceoo, the inhabitants of which call it Otakootaia. 
It is in the latitude of 19 deg. 15 min. fouth, and the 
long, of 201 deg. 37 min. E. and is fuppofed not to 
exceed three miles in circuit. It is entirely deftitute 
of water; and cocoa-palms were the only common 
trees found here, of which there were feveral cluflers. 
We faw numbers of the whan*a, as it is called at Ota- 
heite, or the pandanus of the Eaft Indies. We found 
likewife the callophillum, furiana, with a few other 
(hrubs: alfo a fort of bindweed, treacle-mu (lard, a fpe- 
cies of the fpurge, and the morinda citrifblia, the fruit 
of which laft is fometimes eaten by the natives of Ota- 
heite. Omiah, who landed with the party, dreffed 
fome of it for their dinner, but they thought the mefs 
a vxry indifferent one. A beautiful cuckoo, of a chef- 
nut brown, variegated with black, was the only bird 
feen among the trees; but, upon the (horc, were a 
fmall fort t>f curlew, blue and white herons, fome egg 
birds, and great numbers of noddies. One of the 
company caught a lizard running up a tree: though 
fmall, it had a mod forbidding afpedl. Many of ano¬ 
ther fort were alfo feen. Infinite numbers of a kind 
of moth, elegantly fpeckled with black, white, and red, 
frequented the bullies towards the fea. Some other 
forts of moths, pretty butterflies, and a few infedls of 
a different kind were obferved. At this time no fixed 
inhabitants were feen upon this ifland; but we difeo- 
vered a few empty huts, which convinced us of its 
being, at lead, inhabited occafionally. Monuments, 
confiding of feveral large dones, were credled under 
the lhadeof fome trees: we faw alfo fome fmaller 
ones, with which feveral places were inclofcd, where we 
fuppofed their dead had been buried. In one place 
we found a great many cockle-fhells, of a particular 
fort, finely grooved^and larger than the fird; from which 
it was conjedlured, that the ifland had been vifited by 
perfons who fometimes feed on Ihell-filh. Mr. Gore 
left a few nails and a hatchet in one of the huts, for 
the ufc of thofe who might hereafter touch ap this 
ifland. It may, perhaps, furprize, and feem incredible 
to fome of our readers, when they are told of fo many 
iflands abounding with inhabitants, who fubfid with 
little or no water. Yet, true it is, that few or none of . 
the little low iflands between the tropics have any wa- 
ter on the furface of the ground, except perhaps in a! 
lagoon, the water of which is generally brackifh; nor is! 
iteafy to find water by digging. The fad is, the 
fruits of the earth are their chief food, and the milk of 
the cocoa-nut ferves them for drink. They want no 
water to drefs any part of their food, for they knew' 
not the art of boiling till the Europeans taughethem, 1 
nor had they a veffel fir for the purpofe; neither have‘ 
they any occafion for wafhing their cloaths, the mate¬ 
rials of which they are niadc, being of the paper kind, I 
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wiji not Dear warning, bait water thcr f 

their purpofe with very little frclh.and 

their fifli; in which they dip almoft everv “ 

fubfifling without water. ^ 

Having hoifted in the boats, w-c made fail • 
the northward, rcfolving to try our fortune at H 
Ifland, difeovered durt^ig captain Cook’s 
age, in 1773, and named from Mr. Harvev ihl 
mate of the Endeavour. Sunday, the 6th a 5 "^ 
break we came in fight of it, at the diftance of 
three leagues. About eight o'clock wc obferved 
^ canoes coming from the ftiore towards the 
Wewere rather furprized at this circumftance 
traces or figns of inhabitants were feen when the in.n^ 
was fird difeovered: this, indeed, might be owin. 
abrilk wind that then blew, and preLted 
noes from venturing out. As we advanced nearer^ 
the ifland, fix or feven double canoes immediately camp 
near us Hdth from fix to three men in each of them 
At the diftanccof about a ftone’s-throw from the fliiri 
they flopped, and it was with difficulty Omiah nre^ 
vailed on them to come along-fide; but they could not 
be induced to truft thcmfelves on board. Indeed 
their diforderly behaviour did not indicate a difpo! 
fition to trufl, or to treat us well. They attempted w 
fteal fome oars out of the Difeovery's boat, and ftruck 
a man for endeavouring to prevent them. They alfo 
cut away a net containing meat, which hung over the 
Hern of that fhip, and at firfl w’ould not rcfiorc it, 
though they afterwards permitted us to purchafe it 
from them. Thofe who were about our fliip, iheRc- 
fohition, behaved equally diforderly and daring; for 
with a fort of hooks, made of a long Hick, they 
openly endeavoured to rob us of feveral things, and 
adlually got a flock belongng to one of our people. 
It appeared that they had a knowledge of bartering, 
for they exchanged fome fifli for fmall nails, of which 
they were extravagantly fond, and called them goorc. 
Pieces of paper, or any other trifling article that was 
thrown to them, they caught with the greatell avidity; 
and if what was thrown fell into the ka, they imme¬ 
diately plunged in to fwim after it. 

Though the diflance between Harvey’s Ifland and 
Watceoo is not very great, the inhabitants differ from 
each other, both in perfon and difpofition. The co¬ 
lour of the natives of Harvey’s Ifland is of a deeper 
call, and fome of them have a fierce favage afpkl, 
like the natives of New Zealand. Their hair n long 
and black, either hanging lofe.about their fhouldcrs, 
or tied in a bunch on the top of the head. Some few, 
indeed, had it cropped fliort, and in two or three of 
them, it w'as of a red or brownifli cafl. Their 
ing is a narrow piece of mat, bound feveral times 
round the lower parr of the body, and palling bccffccn 
the thighs. We faw a fine cap of red feathers in one 
of the canoes, and fome of the natives were orna¬ 
mented with the (hell of a pearl-oyflcr, polilhed, and 
hung about the neck. The mode of omament, fo 
prevalent among the natives of this ocean, of punc¬ 
turing, or tarooing their bodies, not one of them had 
adopted; but, though Angular in this rcrpe<ft, 
ing of the fatne common race is not to‘be doumco. 
Their language more refembles the dialed 
heite, than that of Mangeea or Watecoo. Like rn« 
natives of thofe iflands, they enquired from whence 
w^e came, whither bound, the flfip’s name, that otou 
Captain, and the number of men on board. ->uc 
quellions as we propofod to them, in our turn, t ; 
very readily anfwered. They infonned us, an« 
other particulars, that they had before feen two Ijc 
fhips, but had not fpoken to them 'as 
Thcfe were, doubtlcfs, the Refolution and Adv^ ' 
They acquainted u$, that the name of 
Terouggemou Atooa; and that they /‘t .hcv 
Toerevatoocah, king 6f W^atecoo. Their ' 

faid, confided of cocoa-nuts, fifli, ancl ' -rev 
dediture of dogs and hogs, and the ifland no P 
ducing bread-fi-uit or plantains. 
thirty of which appeared one time in fight) ak to ^ 
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d well builr, and bear Tome rel'emblance to 
larg 5 » Vatceoo. About one o’clock, we drew near 
part of the iHand; this being the only place 
puecould expciftto find a good anchorage. Cap- 
' Cook immediately difpatched lieutenant King, 
boats, to found, and reconnoitre the 
The boats were no fooncr hoifl-cd out, than our 
^ vifitors rufpended their traffic, pufliing for fliore 
as poffiblc, and came no more near us. The 
‘k rs returned at three o’clock, and Mr. King in- 
the Captain, that he could find no anchorage 
fTne ihip^; and that the boats could advance no far- 
hr than the outer edge of fbereef, which was almoft 
^ fluartcr of a mile from the llmre. That a number of 
h natives came upon the reef armed with clubs and 
lonrr pikes, meaning, as he ruppofed, to oppofe his 
andinff- though, at the ftme time, they threw cocoa- 
nuts to our people, and requeffed them to land : yet, 
noisvithllanding this fccmingly friendly treatment, the 
women ^^cre very adivc in bringing down a frcffi fup- 
plv of darts and fpears. This report having been 
taken into confideration, it was concluded, that, as we 
could not bring the fliips to an anchor, an attempt to 
procure grafs here would be attended with delay and 
danger. ^Being thus difappointed in all the illands 
after our leaving New Zealand, and having from va¬ 
riety of circuniffanccs, been unavoidably retarded in 
ourprogrefs, it was in vain to think of doi/igany thing 
this year in the high latitudes of the northern hemi- 
fphere, from which we were fo far diftant, though it 
was now the feafon for our operatiorrs there. Thus 
litiiatcd, it was ncceffary to purfuc fuch mcafures as 
appeared beft calculated to pref'erve orut* cattle, and fave 
the (lores and provihons of the fliips; the better to 
enible us to profecute our northern difcoverics, which 
could not commence till a year later than w'as intended. 
If we could fortunately have procured a fiipply of 
water and grafs, at any of the iOandswchad lately vi- 
fued, wc intended to have ftood back to the S. till we 
had got a wefferly wintl. But without fuch a fupply, 
the certain confcquence of doing this, would have been 
the lofs of the cattle, before it was poITiblc for us to 
reach Otaheite, without gaining a lingle point of ad¬ 
vantage refpeiffing the grand object of our voyage. 
The Captain, therefore, determined to bear away for 
the Friendly Ifles, where he knew he could be well fup- 
plied with every thing he wanted: and it being necef- 
fary to run night and day, he ordered Captain Gierke 
to keep with the Difeovery right a-head of us, becaufe 
that ftiip could beff claw off the land, which we might 
polTiblyfall in within our paffage. 

Bearing away, therefore, wc ffeered W. by S. with a 
fine breeze. It w’as propofed to proceed firff to Mid- 
dleburgh, orEooa, thinking we might have provifion 
enough for the cattle, to lalt till we fhould arrive at that 
idand. But the next day, about noon, thofe faint 
breezes that had fo long retarded us, again returned; 
and we found it necelfary to get into the latitude of 
Falmerffon’s and Savage Illands, which captain Cook 
difcovered in 1774; that, in cafe of ncceffity, recourfe 
might be had to them. The weather continued vari¬ 
able, and though plenty of rain fell every day, yet it 
jjas found advifeable to obtain water by diffillation, to 
e uled for every purpofe for which it was fit. The Bill 
"as kept at work a whole day; during which time wc 
proceed about 15 gallons of frefli water. It was apt 
0 Mcolour the meat in which it was boiled, and to 
mtture every thing w ith a difagrceable blacknefs; but 
«ur crews preferred it to rain-water, on account of the 
taftc communicated by the latter. Light breezes 
■ Thurfday, the 10th, at which time the 

hours frelh from the N. and N. W. 
thi ? * , we had fome heavy rain, attended w'ith 
r ^ f^ W'J‘''lls. Wecolledledas much rain-w'aterasfilled 
over K fqualls had blown 

was very unfettied, till the next day at 

fi^hrnf ^ ^Be 13th, at day-break, we came in 

^‘fianc * ? Ifland, bearing W. by S. at the 

No 5 leagues; but did not get upwdth it 

* S 4 * 


till the 14th, at eight o’clock A. M. We now difpatched 
three boats, and one from the Difeovery, with a pro¬ 
per officer in each, to fearch for a convenient landing 
place; we being, at this time, under an abfoluce necef- 
fity of procuring here fome provender for bur cattle, 
or we mud certainly have loft them. What is called 
here Palmerfton’s IHand, confifts of a group of fmall 
iHots, about nine or ten in number, connected together 
by a reef of coral rocks, and lying in a circular direc¬ 
tion . 'fhe boars firft examined the moft fduth-eaftcrly 
iHot; and ndt fuccceding there, ran down to the fecond, 
where they immediately landed. We now bore down 
with the ftiip§, till w'c were abreaft of the place, where 
wc kept Handing off and on, there being no bottom to 
be found to anchor upon. This, how’ever, w'as of no 
material confeqiiencc, al; there w'cre no human being.s 
upon th^ iHand, except the party who had landed from 
our boats. One of thefe returned at one o’clock, laden 
w ith feurvy-grafs, and young cocoa-trees, which was; 
at this time, a moft excellent repaft for our animals ori 
board. A meffage was brought from Mr. Gore, who 
commanded the party on this expedition, informing 
us, that the iHand abounded with the produce of whicH 
he had fentus a fample, and alfo wfth the wharra-tree 
and cocoa-nuts; in confequenee of which the Captain 
rcfolvcd to procure a fulficient fupply of thefe ufeful 
articles, before we quitted our ftation, arid accor.lingly 
he went aHiore in a fmall boat, accompanied by the 
Captain of the Difeovery; where they found, to their 
fitisfaction, every one hard at w’ork. 

I’hc landing place of this iltot is a fmall creek, 
formed by the reef, of rather more than a boat’s length 
in every dirciftion, and covered from the force of the 
fca, by rocks projecting on each fide. The iHot itfclf 
is fearedy a mile in circuit; and not above three feet 
higher than the level of the fea. It appears to conHH: 
of a coral fand, with a fmall mixture of blackiHi 
mould, produced from rotten vegetables; yet, this poor 
foil is covered with trees and bullies of the fame kind 
as thofe we had feen at Otakootaia or Wenooa-erte, 
though not in fo great a variety. We perceived a 
great number of mw-of-war-birds, tropic-birds, and 
two forts of boobies, which were now laying their 
eggs, and fo exceedingly tame as to permit us to take 
them olF their nefts, which confift only of a few fticks 
loofely put together. Thefe tropic birds differ eflen- 
tially from the common fort, being of a beautiful 
white, Hightly tinged wdth red, and having two long 
tail-feathers of adeepifh crimfon. Our people killed 
a confiderable number of each fort, which though not 
the molt delicate kind of food, were highly acceptable 
to us, who had been a long time confined to a fait diet. 
We faw plenty of red crabs creeping about among the 
trees; and caught fevcral fiHi,.which, when the fea re¬ 
tired, had been left in holes upon the reef. At one 
part of this, which bounds the lake within, atmoft 
even with the furface, there is a large bed of coral, 
which affords a moff enchanting profpecl. Its bafe, 
which is fixed to the fhorc, extends fo far that it can¬ 
not be feen, fo that it appears to be fufpended in the 
water. The fea was then unruffled, and the refulgence 
of the fun expofed the various forts of coral, in the 
moft beautiful order; fome parrs luxuriantly branching 
into the water; others appearing in vaft variety of 
figures; and the whole heightened by fpangles of the 
richeff colours, glowing from a number of large dams, 
interfperfed in every part. Even this delightful feene 
was greatly improved by the multitude of fifties, that 
gently glided along, feemingly with the moff perfed: 
fecurity. Their colours were the moft beautiful that 
can be imagined, blue, yellow, black, red, &c. far ex¬ 
celling any thing that can be produced by art. The 
richnefs of this fubmarinc grotto was increafed greatly 
by their various forms; and the whole could not poffi- 
bly be furveyed without a pleafmg tranfport, accom¬ 
panied, at the fame time, with regret, that a work fo 
aftoniftjingly elegant ffiould*be concealed in a place fo 
fcldom explored by the human eye. No traces of any 
inhabitants having been here, were difcovered. Wc 
faw, indeed, a piece of a canoe, upon the beach, but 
5 U 























446 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE 


this might have been drifted from foine other illand 
We were furprifed, however, at perceiving fomcfmall 
brown rats on this liitle.fpot, not calily accounted for, 
unlefs we admit the poffibility of their being imported 
in the canoe of which we faw the remains. The 
boats, when laden, returned on board, with the two 
captains, leaving Mr, Gore and his party to pafs the 
nightonfliore,to be ready forbufincfs the next morning. 

Tuefday, the 15th, like the preceding day, was fpent 
in colleding fubfillence for the cattle, coniilting prin¬ 
cipally of tender branches of the wharra-tree, palm- 
cabbage, and young cocoa-nut trees. A fufficient 
fupply of thefc having been procured by fun-fet, the 
Captain ordered all the [xjople on board: but, having 
very little wind, he determined to employ the next day, 
by endeavouring from the iflot to the leeward, to get 
fdme cocoa-nuts for our people: to this end we kept 
flanding off and on all night; and about nine o’clock 
in the morning, we went to the weft fide of the illot, 
and landed from our boats, with little difficulty. The 
people immediately were employed in gathering cocoa- 
nuts, which we found in the greateft plenty; but it was 
a tedious operation to convey them to our boats, being 
obliged to carry them half a mile over the reef, up to 
the middle in water. Omiah, who accompanied us, 
prefently caught with a fcoop-net, as many filh as fup. 
plied the party ojj fhorc with a dinner, bclidcs fending 
a quantity to each fhip, Men-of-war and tropic birds 
were found in abundance, fothat we fared moft fump- 
tuoufly. Inthefe trips to the uninhabited iflands, Omiah 
was of the greateft fervicc to us. He caught the fifli, 
and dreffed them, as well as the birds we killed, after 
the faOiion of his country, with a dexterity and chcar- 
fulnefs that did him honour. Before night, the boars 
made two trips, and were each time heavy laden: with 
thelaft, the Captain returned on board, leaving our 
third lieutenant, Mr. Williamfon, ‘to prepare another 
lading for the boats againft the next morning. Ac¬ 
cordingly about feven o’clock they were difpatched, 
and returned at noon. No delay was made in fending 
them back for another cargo, with orders for all hands 
to be on board by fun-fet. Thefe orders being punc¬ 
tually obeyed, we hoifted in our boats, and failed to the 
weftward, with a light breeze from the north. This 
laft iflot, which we now left, is foniewhat larger than 
the other, and almoft covered with cocoa-palms. The 
other produdions were the fame as at the firft iflot. 
On the beach we found two pieces of board, one of 
which was rudely carved, and an eliptical paddle. 
Thefe w'cre, perhaps, a part of the fame canoe, the re¬ 
mains of which we had feen on the other beach, the 
two illots being within half a mile of each other. 
There were not fo many crabs here as at the laft place, 
but we found fome fcorpions and infeds, and a much 
greater number of filh upon the reefs. Among the 
reft were fome beautiful large fjx)tted eels, which would 
raife themfelves out of the water, and endeavour to 
bite their purfuers. There are alfo fnappers, parrot- 
fifh, and a brown fpotted rock-filli, not larger than a 
fmall haddock, fo tame, that it would remain fixed, and 
gaze at us. If we had been really in want, a fufficient 
fupply might eafily have been had, forthoufands of the 
clams ftuck upon the reef, many of which weighed tw'o 
or three pound§. There wxre alfo fome other forts of 
Ihell-filh; and when the tide flowed fevcral fliarks 
came with it, fome of which were killed by our peo¬ 
ple; but their prefence rendered it, at that time, un- 
iafe to walk in the water. Mr. Williamfon and his 
party, who W'cre left on ftiore, w'ere much peftered in 
the night with mufquitocs. Some of them fhot two 
curlews, and fome plovers on the fhorc: one or two 
cuckoos, like thofc at Wenooa-ette, were alfo feen. 
Thefe illots, comprehended under the name of Pal- 
merfton’s Ifland, may be faid to be the fummits of a 
reef of coral rock, covered only w ith a thin coat of 
fand; though cloathed with treps and plants, like the 
low grounds of the high iflaiidsin this Ipacious ocean. 
They are lituated in 18 deg. 1 1 min. S. lat. and 196 
deg. E. long, from Greenwich. 

We now ftccrcd W. in order to make Annamooka, 


or. as It IS called by the Dutch, RsttcrdZTT'^ 
covered It. We had variable winds withY''’''*'’'^® 
thunder, and much rain. The fl',owe,s&‘'*- ''<% 
pious, wc raved a confiderahle quantity of , 
as we could procure a greater funnlir L ^ and 
rain than by diftillation in T 
ftill afidc, as being attended with more crmihl ' u'** * 
vantage. The heat, which had contin^^ ' 
treme forabout amonth, became much en¬ 

able in this clofc rainy weather. and Tc anri,'^''^"- 
would foon become noxious, ft is rein f l 
there was not then a finglc perfon lick on 
of the fliips. On Tuefday the ,and 
weather, but a great fwell from the S. a’furL v'® 
an approaching (form; which foon came oiraff”'' 
created to inch an alarming heiaht befor/Y 
tended with thunder, lightnmg, and rain J f"’’ 
mendous fca, that brought thf Difcover; under h"' 
poles till morning appeared. She then nnd. r i 
dcr clofc reefed top-lhils; and, about elevefaf'ni.T 
narrowly cfcapcd running on fhorc on Sava® ifi’ 
The man at the mad-head calling out land fhev r 
j^ark as it was got fight of it clffe on Se ff 
Iteermg diredly for it. They infiantly put abw 
and fired a gun as a lignal for the Refolufion (then lo 
windward about half a mile) to do the fame & 1 
row an cfcape made a flrong impreffion on the 
company, who, thoughtlefs asfeamen are, could » 
help ooking up to heaven with thankliil hearts Ibr fo 
fignal a deliverance! As foon as it was light tlic next 
morning, we fiiw this execrated ifiand at the diftana" 
about four leagues. Savage Ifiand xvas difcovcrcd by 
Captain Cook in 1774. In the night between die 241^ 
and 25th we paffed it; and on Monday, the 2gih. about 
ten o clock A. M. we faw the iflands to the eallward of 
Annamooka, bearing N. by W. about five lea«'uesdif- 
tant. We fleered to the S, and then hauled up for 
Annamooka. At the approach of night, the weather 
being fqually, with rain, we anchored in fifteen fathoms 
water. Immediately two canoes paddled towards us, 
and came along fide without hefitation.. Four men 
were in one of the canoes, and three in the other. They 
brought with them fome fligar-cancs, bread-fruit, plan¬ 
tains, and cocoa-nuts, which they bartered with us for 
nails. After thefe canoes had left us, we were vifitcd 
by another, but night approaching, fhedid not continue 
long with us. The neareft ifiand to us was Komango, 
five miles diftant to which, at four o’clock, the next 
morning, lieutenant King was difpatched with two 
boats, in order to procure refrellimencs. At five, lignal 
was rnade to weigh, to proceed to Annamooka. When 
day-light appeared, we were vifitcd by fix or feven ca¬ 
noes, bringing with them two pigs, fome fowls, fevcral 
large wood-pigeons, fmall rails, and fome violet co¬ 
loured coots, belides fruits, and roots of various kinds, 
which they exchanged with us for nails, hatchets, 
beads, &:c. They had other articles of commerce, but 
captain Cook gave particular orders that no curiofitiis 
fiiould be purchafed, till the fliips were fupplied with 
provifions, and they Ihould have pcnniflion from him. 
About noon Mr. King’s boat returned with feven hogs, 
fome fowls, a quantity of fruit and roots: alfo fome 
grafs for our animals. His party was ti-eated with 
great civility at Komangef. The inhabitants did not 
appear to be numerous; and their huts, which almoft 
touched each other, were but indifferent. Toobo^ 
langec, the chief of the ifiand, and another, namw 
Taipa, came on board with Mr. King. They broupot 


a hog, as a prefent to our Captain, and promifed J 
---1-,-jjie boats.be 

: An 


Taipi 

a hog, ^.. 

bring a greater number the next day. -- 
ing aboard, we flood for Annamooka-ettc, (or little 
namooka) and the breakers at the S. E, but on drt' 
ing near, we met with very irregular foundings, whi( 
obliged us to relinquifii the de%n, and go to the loot' 
ward. This carried us to leeward, and we foun 
neceffary to fpend the night under fail. A 
and rainy, and we had the wind from every duten 
The next morning, Wednefday, the 30th, at d.iy- '| 
we were farther oft* than we had been the | 
evcoing, and the wind was now right in our t ^ 
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vvecontmuedtoplythe wholeday. to very little pur- 
and in the evening, anchored m 39 fathoms 
’ the weft-point of Annamooka bearing E. N. E. 
r diftanr. Tooboulangcc and Taipa, agreeable 

t^Veirpromife, brought off fome hogs; and we ob- 
^ ;^nrhers by bartering, from the diftercnt canoes 
‘“'f followed us, and a large quantity of fruit. It is 
'arkable, that thofe who vifited the fliips that day, 
hardly part with any of their commodities to 
one but Captain Cook. 

^ hn Thurfdav May the ifl, a boat was hoifted out, 
j he mafter was ordered to found the S. W. fide of 
fnnamooka. When he returned, he reported, that he 
had founded between Great and Little Annamooka, 
There he found 12 fathoms depth of water: that the 
'lace was very well fheltered from winds; but that 
Fcih water w^as to be had only at a confiderable dif- 
tLce inland; and that even there it was neither pleiiti^ 
ful nor good. For this good reafon, it was refolved 
to anchor on the north-fide of the iftand, where, in the 
captain’s former voyage, he had found a a convenient 
place for watering and landing. Though not above a 
leatnie diftant, wx did not reach it till about five o’clock 
in the afternoon, being retarded by the quantity of ca¬ 
noes that crowded round the fhips, laden with abundant 
fupplies of the produce of their iftand. Several of 
thefe canoes, which were double, had a large fail, and 
carrieddjetween 40 and 50 men each. Several women 
were alfo in them, incited, perhaps, by curiofity to yilit 
US; though they were as eager as the men in bartering, 
and ufed the paddle with equal fkill and dexterity. 
\Vc worked into the road, and caft: anchor in 18 
fiithoms, the iftand extending from E. to S. W. three 
quarters of a mile diftant. Thus Captain Cook re¬ 
fumed the ftation which he had occupied when he 
vifited Annamooka three years before; and probably 
where Tafman, who firft* difeovered this iftand, an¬ 
chored in 1643. 

We had now been juft 60 days in a paftage, which 
in a dircift courfe could not have exceeded ten, and had 
been expofed to feverp trials, owing to fome fatality in 
purfuing a track which there was not a feaman aboard 
who did not difapprove. It feemed to have no objedl 
of difeovery in view, as we fell nearly into the fame 
which Captain Cook had formerly navigated; nor did 
we meet with a ftngle iftand, which one or other of our 
late voyagers had not feen or vifited in their different 
routs. How it happened is not eafy to be accounted 
for, ask was next to a miracle, that any creature on 
board the Refolution remained alive to reach our pre- 
fent harbour. Had not the copious rains that fell 
almoft inccffantly from the time that we palfed the 
tropic till our arrival here, fupplied us with a daily 
confumption of water, not only the animals, but the 
n'len muft have periftied. Happy were we now, how¬ 
ever, in finding ourfelyes on a friendly coaft. We 
forgot the dangers we had cfcaped, and thought only 
of enjoying w'ith inexpreftible plcafurc the fweets of 
ihcfe happy iftands, whofe fpontaneous piodudlions 
perfume the air to a confiderable diftance with a fra¬ 
grance inconceivably reviving; and whofe plantations 
exhibit a richnefs of prorpecl as we approach them, 
owing to the beautiful intermixture of the various 
blolTonis, with the vivid green leaves of the trees, of 
''hich the inoft animated defeription can afford but a 
faint idea. Add to thefe, the tufted clumps which 
adorn the little rifing hills, that appear every where in- 
terfperfed delightfully among the verdant lawns, and 
rich, low, furfounding vallies. Nothing in nature can 
he more plcafing to the eye, or more grateful to the 
cnfc. Wc were no fooncr moored in the harbour, 
than we were furrounded with innumerable little boats. 
Or canoes, nioft curioufty conftrudlcd and ornamented ; 
tocTidcs witha polifti that furpaffed the blackeft ebony, 
the decks inlaid with mother of pearl and tortoife- 
to the beft cabinets of European manufac- 
‘^re. In this kind of workmanfliip, thofe iftanders 
Their weapons of war, their clubs, 
•epaddles of their boats, and even their fifh-hooks 
polifhed and inlaid with variegated fhclls, by an 
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infinite accumulation of which their ftiores arc mar¬ 
gined, and among them our naturafifts found fome of 
fupcriativc beauty. Thefe boats generally held three 
perfoMs, and under their decks, which take up twa 
thirds of their length, they brought the fruits of their 
plantations, and the manufactures of their countr)% 
which confifted of a great variety of ufcful things, and 
others ornamental. Of the firft fort, befides cloth of 
difterent fabrics, were combs, fifti-hooks, lines, nets, 
needles made of bone, thread, purfes, calibafhes made 
of reeds, fo clofely wrought as to be water-tight; with 
a variety of other utenfils. Among the latter, were 
bracelets, breaft-plates, ornamented with feathers of a 
vivid glow; mafks, mantalcts compofed of feathers, fo 
artfully and beautifully arranged, as even our Englilh 
ladies would not difdain to wear. 

Friday the 2nd, during the preparations for watering. 
Captain Cook went on ftiore, in the forenoon, accom¬ 
panied by Captain Clerke, and others, to fix on a place 
for fetdng up the obfervatories, the natives having 
readily granted lis permiftion. Nor was the civility of 
the chiefs confined to their readinefs in fupplyingthe 
ftiips with provifions; for they complimented the Cap¬ 
tain with the ufe of a large boat-houfc, conveniently 
fituatcd near the beach, and which anfwcred the pur* 
pofe of a tent: and at the fame time prefented the of¬ 
ficers with breaft-platcs, beautifully decorated ■with 
feathers, being the richeft offerings they had to make. 
In return, our commander was not wanting in generofity, 
loading them with hatchets, knives, lincn-cloth, glafs 
and beads, with which they thought themfclves amply 
repaid. Toobou, the chief of the iftand, conduifltd 
Captain Cook and Omiah to his houfe, fituatcd on a 
pleafant fpot in the centre of his plantation. It was 
furrounded with a grafs-plot, which he faid was for the 
purpofe ofeleaningtheirfeet before they entered his ha¬ 
bitation. Such an attention to clcanlincfs we had never 
obferved before, wherever wc had vifited in this ocean; 
though we afterwards found it to be very commonat the 
Friendly Iftands. No carpet in an Englilh drawing-room 
could be kept neater, than the mats that covered the 
fioor of Toobou’s houfe. Tents were now carried on 
ftiore, the aftronomers obfervatory erected; wooders 
and waterers appointed; and all the artificers on board 
employed in the reparations of the fliips; not a few 
being wanting after a voyage of two months, through a 
tempeftuous fea, during which the elements of fire, air, 
and water, might be faid to be in perpetual conflict:. 
While thefe things were about, we bartered for fome 
hogs and fruit; the fliips were crouded with the 
natives ; and as very few of them came empty-handed, 
we were fpeedily fupplied with every rcfreftiment. 
During thefe tranfadfions the two captains, and the 
chiefs of Annamooka, were contriving to vary the plea- 
fures of their refpedlive guefts, and to entertain them 
with new diverlions. They were mutually engaged 
on board and on lliore to furprife each other with 
novelty. On board, the chiefs were entertained w'itli 
mufic, dancing, and feafting, after the European man¬ 
ner; and with what feemed more plcafing to them, 
as they paid more attention thereto, with the various 
operations of the artificers who were at work on their 
refpedlive employments. The facility with* which the 
boat-builders performed their work actradled particu¬ 
larly their notice: when they beheld the labour of a 
year with them peiformed in a week, by a lefs number 
of hands, their aftonilliment was beyond conception; 
nor were they Ids amazed to fee large timber cut 
through the middle, and fawed into plank, while they 
were fpcclatora, which they had no means of effecting 
in their ifland in many days. The chiefs on lliore, ia 
return, endeavoured to entertain our gentlemen: they 
feafted them, like tropical kings, with barbicued hogs, 
fowls, and with the moft delicious fruits. After dinner, 
they introduced their niiAlic, and dancers, who were 
chiefly of the theatrical kind, and excelled in agility, 
and varied attitudes, many of the capital performers 
in Europe. A fort of pantomime fuccecdcd, in which 
fome prize-fighters dilplayed their feats of arms ; and 
this part of the drama concluded with a humorous rc- 
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prcfcnration of fomc laughable ftory, which produced 
ar^iong the chiefs, and their attendants, the moft im¬ 
moderate mirth. The fongfters came laO, the me¬ 
lody of whofe voices was heightened by a kind of ac- 
companyment, not unufual in tbc earlieft ages, among 
the politert nations, as may be learnt from antient 
paintings, where the fingers and dancers arc reprefent- 
cd with flat clams or Ibells in their hands, fnapping 
them together, to harmonize their tunes, and regulate 
their movements. Though this flircical exhibition was 
infipid to us, it was not wholly without its ufc, in mai k- 
ing a fimilarity of manners among mankind, at the dif- 
tance of half the globe, and at a period when tlie arts 
of civil life were in their infancy. Who knows, but 
that the feeds of the liberal arts, that have now been 
fown by European navigators in thefe happy climes, 
may, a thou fand years hence, be ripened into maturity; 
and that the people, who are juft emerging from 
ignorance into fcience, may, when the memory of thefe 
voyages are forgotten, be found in the zenith of their 
improvements by other adventurers, who may pride 
themfelves as thefiifl difeoverers of new countries, and 
an unknown people, infinitely fuperior to thofe, who 
at that time, may inhabit thefe regions, and who may 
have lofl their boafled arts, as wc, at this day fee, 
among the w retched inhabitants of Greece, and the flill 
more mifcrable Haves of Egyptian bondage. Such arc 
the vicilTirudes to which the inhabitants of this little 
orb are fubjc(fl:; and fuch, perhaps, are the viciflitudes 
which the globe iifelf muft undergo before its final 
diflblution. To a contemplative mind, thefe iflands 
prefent a mortifying fpec^acle of the ruins of a broken 
and defolated portion of the earth; for it is impofllblc 
to furvey fo many fragments of rocks, fome w ith in¬ 
habitants and fomc without, and not conclude with the 
learned Dr. Burnet, that they arc the elFeds of fome 
early convulfion of the eaith, of which no memory re¬ 
mains. 

Captain Cook having fettled every thing to his fatis 
faclion, returned onboard in the evening, leaving Mr. 
King in command upon the ifland. laipa was now- 
become our trufly friend, and, in order to be near our 
party, had a houfe carried on mens fliouldcrs, a quar¬ 
ter of a mile, and placed by the fide of the (lied w hich 
our party occupied. 

On Saturday the 3d, our various operations on fliorc 
began. Some were bufied in making hay, orheis in 
filling our watcr-cafks, and a third party in cutting 
wood. On this day MclT. King and Baily began to 
pbferve equal latitudes of the lun, in order to get the 
rate of our rime-keepers*. In the evening, Taipa ha¬ 
rangued the natives for fome time, but we could only 
guefs at the fubjedf, and fuppofed he was inftrudling 
them how to treat us, and advifing them to bring the 
produce of the ifland to market. His eloquence had 
the defired cftedl, and occalioned us to receive a plenti¬ 
ful fupply of provifions the day following. On the 4th, 
the Difeovery lofl her fmall bower anchor, the cable 
being cut in two by the rocks. On the 6th, we were 
Tilitcd by a chief from Tongatiaboo, whofe name w as 
Feenou: he was inuoduced by Taijxi in the character 
and flile of king of all the Friendly Iflcs. Captain 
Cook was now informed, that, on our arrival, a canoe 
had been immediately difpatched to Tongataboo w ith 
the news, which occalioned his coming to Annamooka. 
We wTre alfo informed by the officer on fliore, that, on 
his arrival, all the natives were ordered out to meet him, 
who falutcd him by bowing their heads as low as his 
feer, the foies of which they touched with the palm of 
each hand, and afterwards with the back part. A per- 
fonage received w’ithfuch extraordinary marksof refped:, 
could not be fuppofed lefs than a king. In the af¬ 
ternoon, our captain went to pay a vifit to this great 
man, having firfl received from him a prefent of two 
fifli, brought on board by one of his attendants. As 
foon as the captain landed, Feenou came up to him. 
He was tall and thin, and appeared to be about thirty 
years of age. His features w ere moi-eof the European 
caft than any we had fecn here. After the firfl falutarion. 
Captain Cook requefted to know if he w as king; as he 
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entertained fome doubts on that fcore rv 
was not the man whom he remembered 
that charaefler during his former voyage t 
fwered eagerly for him, and mcntioncd'nn i 
153 idands, of which, he faid, he w™ the f ' 
Soon alter, our grand vifitor. attended bv ’S"' 
fervants, accompanied us on board Canr* 
made them fuitable prefents, and cntertainS“ik 
a manner which he thought would be mnft . 
to them. Towards the evening the captain 
them on fliore in his boat, into which, by order 
chief, three hogs were conveyed, as a return 
prefent? he had received. We were then informed H 
an accident, the relation of which will conve?? 
idea of the extent of the authority excrc'ifeH hi ‘ 
the inferior fort of people. V\’hilc Feenou was 
the Refolution. an inferior chief 
natives to retire from the poll they occupied. W 
of them, however, having ventured to rctwn. heb^ 
them moll unmercilully with a large Hick. One in 
particular, received fo violent a blow on the fide of Vk 
lace, that the blood guflied from his mouth and nof 
trils; and, after lying motionlefs for fome time he 
removed from the place in convuHions. The fava^ 
who pve the blow^, on being told, that he had cenainty 
killed the man, only laughed at the circumflancc and^ 
mdeed, it was very evident hp did not grieve for\iha; 
he had done. Wc had afterwards the fatisfadion of 
hearing, that the poor fuflerer was out of danger On 
the 7th, being Wednefday, the Difeovery havmgVound 
her fmall bower anchor, fliifled her birth; but not 
till after her befl bower cable had met with the fate of 
the other. I'his day Feenou dined on board the Re¬ 
folution ; and alfo on the next, when he was attend¬ 
ed by laipa, Toobou, and fome other chiefs. Taipa 
only, however, was permitted to fit at table with 
Feenou, or even to cat in his prcfcnce. The captain 
was highly plcafcd on account of this etiquette; for be¬ 
fore the arrival of Feenou, he had generally a larger 
company than he chofc, his table being crouded with 
vifitors of both fexes. For though at Ocaheite the 
females are denied the privilege of eating in com¬ 
pany with the men. this is not the pradicc at the 
Friendly Iflands. 

A large junk axe having been flolcn out of the fldp 
by one of the natives, on the firfl day of our arrival at 
Annamooka, application was made to Feenou to exert 
his authority to get it reflored; who gave orders for 
that purpofc; which exaefled fuch implicit obedience, 
that it was brought on board before wc had finillied 
our dinner. Wc had many opportunies of remarking 
how expert thefe people were in thievery. Even fomc 
of their chiefs were nor afliamed of pra(fl:icing that 
art. On the 9th, one of them was dcccclcd carq'ing 
out of the fhip the bolt belonging to the fpun-yarn 
winch, which he had carefully concealed under his 
cloaths ; for which offence the captain fcntenced him 
to receive a dozen laflies, and to be confined till hc- 
paid a hog for his liberty. Though, after this cir* 
cumflance we were troubled with no more thieves ol 
rank, their fervants and flaves were conllantly employ¬ 
ed in this dirty bufinefs ; and they received a 
with as much feeming indifl'erence, as if it had Been 
upon the main-maft. When any of them were caught 
in the atfl of thieving, inflead of iirtcrccding in their 
behalf, their maflers would advife us to kill them: but 
as V C were not difpofed to be their judges and 
tio.ners, they generally efcaped without nny kind of 
punifliment: for we thought them to be alike inreniib^ 
of the fliame and torture of corporal chaflifement. - | 
length Captain Clcrkc contrived a mode ofpuninimc^ 
which had fomc cffe(fl. Immediately upon detection, 
ordered their heads to be completely lhaved, and tnu 
pointed them out as objedts of rcdiculc to their country¬ 
men ; at the fame time our people were put upon t c 
guard, to deprive them of future opportunities fora 
pccitipn of their thefts. Feenou was fo fond of 
pany, that he dined on board every day; but he oi 
always partake of our fare. Saturday the ^ 
fervants brought loiin a mcls, which had been t 
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confiding of fifli. foup, and yams : cacoa-nut 
on 5cen ufed inftead of water, in which the fifli 
Ken boiled or ftewed, (perhaps in a wooden veflel 
l«‘’“L, ftones)and it was brought on board in a plan- 
f Captain Cook tafted of the mefs, and was 
n oleafed with it, that.he afterwards ordered fomfe 
nk'm be drefled in the fame way; but though his 
fucceeded tolerably well, it was much inferior to 
difh he attempted to imitate. 

^^^unday the nth, we removed from the fliore, the 
kfrrvacories, horfes, and .a variety of things we had 
I nded intending to fadl foon as the Difcovery 
iould'have recovered her beft, bower anchor. I'he 
ivc ftock which had been landed the day after our ar- 
>al on a fmall ifland, about half a mile from the 
Lre to graze, were amazingly recovered; from per- 
fkcletons, the horfes and cows were grown plump, 
and as playful as colts. On the i 2th, the tents were 
ftruck, and Mr. Philipfon, lieutenant of marines, loft 
all his bedding, by the carelelfnefs of the centinel, who 
received 12 lafties for negled of dilty. In the morn¬ 
ing the long-boat was found fwampedy and all the 
ftern flieets, ind fevcral other articles belonging to her 
inilTing, and nevet recovered, for which the marine, 
M’ho had the care of the watch, wsls fcvercly punifhed. 
Fccnou, hearing that the captain meant to proceed 
to Tongataboo, earneftly entreated hifn to alter His 
pbn; cxprelfing as much aversion to it, as if, by di- 
vcrriitg him from it, he wifhed to promote feme par¬ 
ticular intcreft of his own. He warmly tecommended 
a group of iflands called Hapaee, lying to the N. E. 
where he aflured us, we could be calily and plentifully 
fuoplied with every refrelTinlent; and even offered to 
atieikl us thither in petfon. In confequence of his 
advice H pace was made choice of • and as it had hot 
been vifitcd by any European veffcl, the furveying it 
became an object t6 Captain Cook. On Tuefday the 
13th, Captain Clerke’s anchor vvas happily recovered; 
and on the morning of the 14th, we made fail, and 
left Annamooka, with a fine breeze, wind N. E. 
ci^urfc W. S. W. 

Notwichftanding this ifland is fomewhat higher than 
the other fmall illes that furround it, yet it is lower 
than Mangcea and VVatceoo; and even thofe arc but 
of a moderate height. The fliore where our Ihips lay, 
eonfifts of a fteep, rugged, coral rock, abdut nine or 
ten feet high, except two Tandy beaches, which arc 
defended from the fea, by a reef of the fame fort df 
rock. In the centre of the ifland is a fait water lake, 
about a mile and a half in length, round which the 
ground rifes wdth a gradual afeent, and we could riot 
trace its having any communication wdth th^ fea. On 
therifing parts of the ifland, cfpecially towards the 
fea, the foil is either of a blackifh loofe mould, or a 
rcddifli clay; but there is not a ftream offrefli water to 
be found in any part of the ifland. The land is V/ell 
cultivated, except in a few places; and, though fame 
parts appear to lie wafte, they are only left to recover 
jpe ftrcngch exhaufted by conftant culture; for we often 
la‘A' the natives at w’ork upon thefe fallows, in order to 
plant them again. Yams and plantains form their 
pnncipal plantations ; many of which are very exten- 
cnclofed with fences of reeds about fix feet 
hr* compafs were often feen within 

^fc, furrounding the houles of the principal people. 

I he bread-fruit and cocoa-nut-trees are interfperfed 
Jjuhout any regular order, but principally near the ha- 
itatinns of the natives. The other parts of the ifland, 

^ pccially towards the fea and round the lake, are co¬ 
hered with luxuriant trees and bulhes ; among which 
great many mangroves and faitanoo-trees. All 
cem ftones aS)ut the ifland are of coral, ex- 

place, to the right of the fandy beach, 
calr^^ ^ about 25 feet in height, of a 

bcre^7^^^ ^ yellow'ifh colour; but even 

tock* are to be feen of the fame coral 

which compofes the fliore. We fome- 
b)y walking up the country and 
ducks, refembling our wddgcon, which 
numerous on the fait lake, as well as on the 


pool where we procured ouf water. We found, in 
thefe excuHjons, thdt the inhabitants frequently de- 
ferteci their houfts to repair to the trading place, with¬ 
out entertaining the leaft fufpicibn, that ftrangers 
would takeaway, or deftroy, any property thlt belonged 
to them. From this circumflance it might be fup- 
pofed, that moft of the natives were fomenmes col- 
ledled on the beach, and that there could be no great 
difficulty in forming an accurate computation of their 
number ; but the continual refort of vifirors from other 
iflands, rendered it impoffiblc. However as we neVer 
faw more than a thoufand perfofis colledlcd together at 
one time, it may reafonably be ruppofed, that there are 
twice that number upon the iflarid. In the dire<ft 
trad! to Hapaee, whither wc were now' bound, to'thd. 
N. and N. E. of Annamooka, a great number of 
fmall ifles dre feen. We had more than 60 w’ithin 
fight, all of them futrounded w'ith feefs of rocks, 
with fo many windings and turnings, as truly might 
be faid toconflicure a labyrinth. Amidft the rocks and 
flioals adjoining to this group, w'C were doubtful whe¬ 
ther there might be a free palTage for (hips of fuch mag* 
nitude as oursj though the natives failed thrbugh the. 
intervals in their canoes: therefore when we weighed 
anchor from Annamooka, we fleered to go to the 
wtflward oftheabrive iflands, and N. N. W. towards 
Kao and Toofoa, two iflands remarkable for their great 
height, and the moft weftcrly of thofe in fight. Feenou, 
with his attendants remained in the Rcfolutiontill about 
noon of Wednefday the 14th, and then entered the 
large failing canoe, which had brought him from Ton- 
gataboo, and ftood in among the clufter of iflands of 
which we were now abreaft They ate featrered, at 
urieqtial diftances, and moft of them are as high as 
Annamooka. Some of them are tw o or three miles in 
length, and others only half a mile. Many of them 
have fteep rocky fliorcs; fome reddifli cliffs; and others 
have faridy beaches, extending almoft their whole 
length. In general, they arc entirely clothed with trees, 
among which arc many cocoa-palms, each having the 
appearance of a beautiful garden placed in the fea. 
The ferenc weather We now had, contributed greatly 
to' heighten the fcenc ; and the w'hole might convey 
an idc'a of the realization of fome fairy land. It ap¬ 
pears, that fome of thefe iflands have been forrned, as 
Falmcrfton’S ifland was fuppofed to have been ; for one 
of them is now entirely fond, and another has but a 
Angle bufli or tree upon it. About four o’clock P. M. 
we ftetred to the north, leaving Toofoa and Kao on our 
Itirboard; We intended to have anchored for the night, 
but it Carrie on before wc could find a place in Icfs than 
50 fathoms water; and wc rather chofc to fpend the 
night under foil, than come to in fuch a depth. Ac 
four o’clock in the afternoon, wc had been within two 
leagues of Toofoa, and obferved the fmoke thereof 
fevcral times in the day. There is a Volcano upon it, 
of which the friendly iflanders entertain fome fuper- 
ftitious notions; and call it Kollofcea, faying it is an 
Otooa, or divinity^ We were informed, that it fome-» 
times throws up very large flones, and the Grater is 
compared to the fize of a very fmall iflot, w hich has 
not ceafed fmoaking in the memory of the inhabi¬ 
tants; nor have they any tradition that it evcY did. 
We fometimes faw the fmoke from the centre of the 
ifland, even at Annamooka, the diflance of at leaft 
10 leagues. Wc were told, that Toofoa is but thinly 
inhabited, but that the water upon it is excellent. On 
Thurfday the 15th, at day-break, wc w^ere not far from 
Kao, which is a large rock of a conic figure; we fleered 
to the palfage between Footooha and Hafaivaj with a 
gentle breeie, at S. E* About ten o'clock, Feenou 
came on boardj and continued with us all day. Fie 
brought with hifn fome fruit and two hogs; and in the 
courfeofthe day, fevcral canoes came to barter quan¬ 
tities of the former article, which were very acceptable 
to us, as our ftock began :o be lowr. At noon we ob¬ 
ferved in latitude 19 deg. 49 45 S. and wc had 

made feven miles longitude from Annamooka ; at the 
fame timeToofoabore-N. 88deg.W. KaoN.71 deg. W. 
Footooha N. 89 deg. W. and Hafaiva S. 12 deg- V\ • 
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Arrival of the RefoliUion and Dfcovery at Hapaee—Friendly rtcepjion at that plaee-^Taipa harangues 
PrefentSt folemnities, and entertainments on that occafm — marines'eserdfed—A dance^ fire-veorks, and 
tainments—The ijland of Leefoo^a deferibed—Occurrences there—A female oculijl difccrvered^Sinnllar e 
for Jhaving the hair—The Refolulion and Difeovery remove to another flat ion—A remarkable nrtifictal 
Hoolaiva deferibed—Account of Poulabo, King of the Friendly Iftes—The izvo jhips depart from Hapaee Jfla^d^'" 
turn to Annamooka—Hotoo deferibed—They ftrike on therocksfbut arrive fafe at Tongatuboo—Meeting of 
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A fter having paffed Footooha, we met with a 
reef of rocks, and, being little wind, we found 
fome difficulty in keeping clear of them. When we 
had paired this reef, we hauled up forNeeneeva, a fmall 
low iflc in the diredion of E. N. E. from Footooha, in 
hopes of finding an anchorage, but were again dif- 
appointed ; for notwithfianding we had land in every 
diredion, the Tea was unfathomable. In the courfe of 
this night, wc faw plainly the flames ilTuing from a 
burning mountain upon Toofoa. On Friday the i6th, 
at day-break, we held on our courfe for Hapaee, w hich 
at this time w'as in light; and we perceived it to be low 
land, from the trees only appearing above the water. 
At nine o’clock it appeared tofonn three illands, equal 
nearly in lize; and foon after, a fourth appeared to the 
fouthward of thefc, as large as any of the others. Each 
of the iflands appeared to be of a fimilar height and 
afped, and about fix or feven miles in length. The 
mofl: northern of them is called Haaruio, the next 
Foa, the third Lefooga, and the fourth Hoolaiva ; but 
they are all four included under the general name of 
Hapaee. By fun-fet, we got up wdth the northernmoft 
of thefe ifles, where we experienced the fame diflrefs 
for want of anchorage, that we did the tw^o preceding 
evenings, having another night to fpend under fail, 
with land and breakers in every diredion. Fecnoii, 
who had been on board all day, went forward to Hapaee 
in the evening, and tookOmiah with him in the canoe. 
He was not unmindful of our difagrceable lituation, 
and kept up a good fire the whole night, by way of 
land-mark. Saturday, the 17th, at day-break, being 
then clofc in with Foa, wc perceived it was joined to 
Haanno, by a reef running from one ifiand to the other, 
even with the furface of the fca. A boat was now 
difpatched in fearch of anchorage; and a proper place 
was found, abreart of a reef which joins Lefooga to Foa, 
having 24 fathoms depth of water. In this ftation the 
northern point of Hapaee bore N. 16 deg. E. The 
fouthern point of Flapaee, or the fouth end of Hoolaiva, 
S. 29 deg. W. and the north end of Lefooga, S. 65 deg. 
E. Two ledges of rocks lay without us; the one bear¬ 
ing S. 50 deg. W. and the other W. by N. half N. dif- 
tant two or tnrcc miles. Wc were not more than three 
quarters of a mile from the Ihorc; and, as we lay before 
a creek in the reef, it was convenient landing at all 
rimes. 

We had fcarcely moored, before wc were furrounded 
with natives from all quarters, who had been apprized 
of our coming, and who had loaded their canoes with 
hogs, fowls, bread-fruit, yams, plantains, and every 
kind of fruit the ifland produced, which they exchanged 
for broken glafs, red and blue bceds, hatchets, knives, 
nai!s,“ flircds of fcarlct cloth, or indeed any thing wc 
oflered them. Here our friend Feenou aflumed the 
fame confequence as at Annamooka. He brought 
along-fide his canoe laden with four large hogs, bread¬ 
fruit, and fiiaddocks, a fine odoriferous fruit, in fmell 
and talle not unlike a lemon, but larger and rounder. 
Me brought likevvife yams of an enormous fize, weigh¬ 
ing from 50 to 60 pounds each. Feenou and Omiah 
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having come on board in order to introduce our com 
mandcr tothc natives of the ifland, he foon accompanied 
them on fliorc for that purpofe. The chiefconductedihc 
captain to a hut, fituatcd clofe to th’e fca-beach, which 
was brought thither but a few minutes before for his re¬ 
ception. In this Feenou, Omiah, and Captain Cook, were 
feated. The other chiefs and the multitude appared 
frontingthem on the outfide; and theyalfo fcatedWm. 
fcives. Captain Cook being alked how long heintenJed 
to flay, faid five days. Taipa was, therefore, ordered to 
fit by him and declare this to the people. Hereupon 
he harangued them in words nearly to the following 
purport, as we were afterwards, informed By Omiah. 
He exhorted both old and young, to look upon Cap. 
tain Cook as a friend, who meant to continue with 
them a few days; and that, during his flay among 
them, they would not fleal any thing from him, or 
offend him in any other manner. He informed them 
that it was expeifled they fliould bring hogs, fruit, S:c. 
to thc fhips ; lor which they would receive fuch articles 
as he enumerated in exchange. Soon after Taipa had 
delivered his addrefs to the aflembly, Feenou left them; 
on which Captain Cook was informed by Taipa, that it 
was ncccfTary he fliould make a prefent to Earoupa, 
the chief of the ifland. The captain being not un¬ 
prepared for this, gave him fuch articles as far exceeded 
his expetflation. This liberality created fimilar de¬ 
mands from two chiefs of other ifles who were prefent, 
and even from Taipa himfcif. Soon after he had made 
the lafl of thefe prcfciits, Feenou returned, andex- 
prcflTcd his dirpleafurc to Taipa, for fullering the cap¬ 
tain to be fo lavifhof his favours. But this wasdoub^ 
Icfs a finefle, as he certainly aiStcd in concert with the 
others. Feenou, having refumed his feat, ordered 
Earoupa to fit by him, and harangue the people as 
Taipa had done, which he did nearly to. the fame pur¬ 
pofe. Thefc ceremonies being over, the chief, at me 
captain’s requefl, conduced him to three llagnant pooii 
ofi what he called, frelh water; in one otwlvcn u 
water was indeed tolerable, and the firuation 
for Ailing the cafks. When the chief returned to <• 
former ftation, he found a baked hog and 
fmoaking hot, ready to be conveyed on board lor 
dinner. He invited Feenou and his iriends to par 
of the repaft, and they embarked for the fliip> ^ 
none but himfelf fat down with us at tabic, 
being over, the captain conducled them 
before he returned, received as a prefent from tne ^ 

a fine large turtle, and a quantity of yams. / 

plentiful fupply of provifions, for, in the 
day, we got, by bartering with fruitand 

fmall hogs, together with a large quantity 01 

. TT/^nnuand 

Sunday the i8ch, early in the niorning, 

Omiah, who now, with the chief, flepton ’ ^jic 
aboard to requefl: Captain Cook’s prefence 
ifland. He accompanied them, 
w as conduced to the place where he had been 

_j. . . S_ . _ .ircreconLu 


preceding day, and where he beheld ^ 
of people already alTembled. Though 
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r;;!lj^xtraordinary was in agitation, yet wc could 
r conicclure what, nor could Omiah give us any in- 
f nation. Soon after we were fcatcd, about an hun- 
of the natives appeared, and advanced, laden with 
tins plantains, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and fugar- 
’ tiicir burthens were depoficed on our left. A 
rnimber of others arrived foon after, bearing the fame 
kind of articles, which were collected into two piles on 
our riffht-fide. To thefe were faftened tw^o pigs, and 
hali'adozen fowls, and to tliofe on the left, fix pig.s, and 
ttt’O turtles. Earoupa fcatcd himfclf before the articles 
on our left, and another chief before thofe on our right; 
they being, as we fuppofed, the two chiefs who had 
procured them by order of Feenou, who was as im- 
piicitlv obeyed here, as he had been at Annamooka, 
and who had probably laid this tax upon the chiefs of 
Hapaee for the prefent occafion. When this muni¬ 
ficent collection of provifions was placed in order, and 
advantagcoufly difpofed for public view, the bearers 
joined the multitude, who formed a circle round the 
whole. Immediately after, a number of men, armed 
vith clubs, entered this circle or area ; where they pa¬ 
raded about for a few minutes, and then one half of 
them retired to one fide, and the other halfto the other 
I'ide, fcating themfelves before the fpedators. Pre- 
fently after, they fuccclTively entertained us with fingle 
combats; one champion on one fide challenging thofe 
of the other fide, partly by words, but more by expref- 
fivcgclhircs, to fend one of their party to oppofc him. 
The challenge was in gencial accepted; the two com¬ 
batants placed themfelves in proper attitudes; and the 
engagement began, which continued till one of them 
yielded, or till their weapons were broken. At the 
conclufion of each combat, the vidlor fquatted himfelf 
down before the chief, then immediately rofc up and 
retbed. Some old men, who feemed to prefide as 
judges, gave their plaudit in a very few words; but 
the multitude, cfpccially thofe on the fide of the con¬ 
queror, celebrated the glory he had acquired in two or- 
three loud huzzas. In thefe mock fights, which dif¬ 
fered but little from our cudgel-players in England, the 
combatants beat one another pretty feverely. This en¬ 
tertainment w'as fometimesfufpended for a fliort fpace, 
and the intervals of time were filled up with w rcltling 
and boxing matches. The firfi: were performed in the 
method practiced atOtaheite, and the fecond differed 
vtT)’Iktlc from the Englifii manner. A couple of fiout 
Menches next ftepped forth, and, without ceremony, 
began boxing with as much dexterity as the men. 
Ibis contcil, however, was but of fliort duration, for, 
in the fpace ol half a minute, one of them gave it up. 
rhe vidoi ious heroine was applauded by the fpedlators, 
in the fame manner as the fuccefsful combatants of tlie 
nther fcx. Though we exprelfed our difiipprobation 
this part of the entertainment, it did not prevent, 
however, two other females from entering the I ills; who 
kemed to be fpirited girls, and if two old women had 
not interpofed to part them, would probably have given 
each other a good drubbing. When thefe fports were 
exhibited, three thoufand fpcdlators, at Icall, were pre- 
^nt, and every thing was conduced with the mofi: per- 
good huinour on all Tides, though fome of the 
^anipions, of both fexes, received blows which they 
mMuve felt the etfeifl of for fomc time after. 

he divcrlion.s being finiflied, the chief informed 
3 ptam Cook, that the provifions on our right-hand 
ere a fo Omiah ; and that thofe on our left, 

j o thirds of the whole-quantity, were 

'en - ^ birn, and that he might lliit his own con- 
load them aboard. Four boats were 

firev " 4 munificence of Feenou, w hofc favours 

fromfvf ‘^y that Captain Cook had ever received 
in of the iflands wc had vifited 

^ ^icific Ocean. He, therefore, embraced the 
Feenou, that we were 
fuch liberality, by bellowing upon him 

his he fuppofed were moft valuable 

Feenou was fo highly pleafed wdth 
l^ili j ^ "’as made him, that he left the captain 
® ted to him, by fending him two large hogs, 


fome yams, and a confiderable quantity of cloth. In 
this nianner, and in ranging the ifland, botanizing, ex¬ 
amining the curiofitics, natural and artificial, we em- 
ploycd our time-, while the live flock were recruiting 
their nefli, and the fevcral artificers w'ere complcating 
the repairs of the ftip. It is not cafy for people, who 
are totally unacquainted with the language of a coun¬ 
try, to make themfelves maflcrs of the civil policy of 
the inhabitants. Indeed it is next to impolliblc in a 
Ihort refidcncc among them. As wc obferved no fuch 
medium as rnoney, by which the value of property is 
afeertained, it w^as not cafy to difeover what clfe they 
had fubllituted in its room, to facilitate the modes of 
rrafllc among themfelves. That each had a property 
in the plantation he pofTeffed, we could plainly dif- 
cern ; and the chiefs were ready enough to point out 
their poflcflions, the extent of w'hich gave them con- 
fequcnce, as among other civilized nations; but no 
fuch thing as circulating property being difcoverable, 
by the hoarding up of which, and laying it odt occa- 
fionally to advantage, one might purchafe another’s 
landed or fubflantial property, wc could not infbrrn 
ourfelvcs fufiicicntly, by what means the filherman 
purchafed his canoe, or the boat-builder his materials, 
yet there cannot remain a doubt, but that the boat- 
builder had an intercfl in his boat after it was built, as 
well as the chief in his plantation, after it is inclofcd 
and cultivated. With us all was carried on by bar¬ 
ter, and an imaginary value fixed on every article. A 
hog was rated at a hatchet, and fo many bread-fruit, 
cocoa-nuts, and plantains, at a firing of beads; and fo 
in like manner throughout; but among themfelves, w^e 
faw no fuch value by way of barter. We did not ob- 
ferve fo much fruit given- for fo many fifh ; nor fo many 
combs, needles, or ufeful materials, for a certain pro¬ 
portion of cloth; yet, doubticfs, fome mode of ex¬ 
change there muft be among them; for it is certain 
there is no fuch thing as money, at lead, none that wc 
could difeern: neither could we difeover any difiind 
property, which one man claimed more than another 
in the forefis or woods ; but that every man, like us, 
cut what he wanted for ufe, and was under no limita¬ 
tion for fuel. Salt, which is fo necelfary an article in 
European houfe-keeping, is wholly unknown to thefe 
tropical iHanders. 

Feenou having expreffed a dcfire to fee the marines 
perform their exercife. Captain Cook ordered them 
iifhore on Tuefday the 20th. They went through their 
military manoeuvres, furrounded by thoufands of the 
natives, who were frightened at the firfi fidng, and 
fled like herds of deer from the report of the guns; 
but finding no harm enfue, they took courage, and 
rallied at a diftancc; but no perfuafions could pre¬ 
vail upon them to come near. After they had gone 
through various evolutions, and fired feveral volleys, 
the chief in his turn, entertained us with an exhibition* 
performed with an exadnefs, and agility, far furpafiing 
what they had feen in our military movements. It was 
a kind of dance, performed by men, in which J05 
perfons were engaged, each having an infirument in 
his hand, refembiing a paddle, two Icctand a half long, 
with a thin blade, and a fmall handle. With thefe 
infiruments various flouriflies were made, each of 
which was accompanied with a different movement, 
or a different attitude of body. At firfi, the dancers 
ranged themfelves in three lines, and fo changed their 
fiations by different evolutions, that thofe who had 
been in the rear came into the front. At one parr of 
the performance, they extended themfelves in one line; 
afterwards they formed themfelves into a femi circle^ 
and then into two fquare columns. During the laft 
movemenr, one of them came lor ward and performed 
an antic dance, with which the entertainment ended. 
The mulic that accompanied the dances was pro¬ 
duced by two diums, or rather hollow logs of wood 
from which they forced a few varied notes, by beating 
on them with two Hicks. The dancers, however, did 
not appear to be much allified or direded by thefe 
founds, but by a chorus of vocal mufic, in which all 
the paformers joined. Their fong was rather melodi- 
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o'us, and their correfponding motions were fo fkilfully 
executed, that the whole body of dancers appeared as 
one regular machine. Such a performance would have 
been applauded even p'n a European theatre. It far 
exceeded any attempt that we had made to entertain 
them ; infomuch that they feemed to plume themfclves 
on their fuperiority over us. 1 hey liked none of our 
mulical inftruments, except the drum, and even they 
thought that inferior to their own : our French horns 
they held in the highcfl: contempt, and would not pay 
the fmalleft attention to them, either here, or at any 
other of the illands. To give them a more favourable 
opinion of theamufements,and fuperior attainments of 
the Englifh, Captain Cook ordered fome fire-works to 
be prepared; and after it was dark, exhibited them in 
the prefence of Feenou, and a vaft multitude of people. 
I'hcy were highly entertained with the difplay in ge¬ 
neral ; but our water and fky-rockets aftoniflied them 
beyond all conception; and they now admitted that the 
fcale wlls turned in our favour. 

This exhibition, however, ferved only as an addi¬ 
tional ftimulus to urge them to proceed to frefti ex¬ 
ertions of their lingular dexterity; for as foon as our 
fire-works were ended, a fuccellion of dances, which 
Feenou had prepared for our entertainment, began. 
A band ofmulic, or chorus, conlilling of 18 men, feated 
themfelves before us, in the centre of a circle formed 
by the numerous fpedators. About four or five of the 
performers had each pieces of large bamboo, from three 
to fix feet in length, each played on by one man, who 
held it almofl: vertically : the upper end whereof was 
open, but the other clofed by one of the joints. They 
kept conftantly firiking the ground, though flowly, 
with the clofe end, and thus produced a variation in 
the notes, according to the different lengths of the in- 
firuments, butall were of the bafe or hollow kind; which 
was counteraclcd by a perfon who firuck nimbly a 
piece of the fame fubftance, fplic, and lying upon 
me ground, furnifliing a tone as acute, as the others 
were grave and folemn. The whole of the band (in¬ 
cluding thofe who performed upon the bamboos) fung 
a flow foft air, which fo finely tempered the harlhcr 
notes of the inftruments, that the moll perfci^l judge of 
the modulation of fweet founds, would confefs the great 
power, and plcaling effecT: of this limple hainiony. 
About a quarter of an hour after the concert began, 
20 w omen entered the circle, w hofe hands were adorn¬ 
ed w ith garlands of crimfon flow ers; and many of their 
perfons were decorated with leaves of trees, curioufly 
fcollopcd, or ornamented at the edges. They encir¬ 
cled thofe of the chorus, with their faces towards them, 
and \)Cgan by finging a foft air, to which refponles 
were made by the chorus j and thofe were alternately 
repeated. The women accompanied their fong wdth 
many graceful motions of their hands, aqd continual¬ 
ly advancing and retreating with one foot, while the 
other remained fixed. After th s, they turned their 
faces to the alfcmbly, and having fung fome time, re¬ 
treated flowly in a btxly, and placed themfclves op- 
pofite to the hut, where the principal fpcClators fat. 
One of them next advanced from each fide, palTing 
each other in the front, and moving progrelfively till 
they came to the reft. On which two advanced from 
each fide ; two of w hom returned, but the other two 
remained; and to thefc, from each lidc, came one by 
intervals, till they had, once more, formed a circle 
about the chorus. Dancing to a quicker meafure now 
fucceeded, in which the pertormers made a kind of half 
turn by leaping; then clapping their hands, and fnap- 
ping their fingers, repeated Ibmc words in unifon with 
the chorus. As they proceeded in the dance, the ra¬ 
pidity of their mufic mcrcafcd ; their geftures and at¬ 
titudes were varied with wonderful dexterity ; and fome 
of their motions would, by an European, be thought 
rather indecentj chough, perhaps, they meant only to 
difplay the aftonilhing variety of their movements. 
This female ballet was fuecceded by one performed by 
1 5 men; and though fome of them were old, time 
feemed to have robbed them of but little of their agili¬ 
ty. They were difpofed in a fort of circle, divided at 
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the front. Sometimes they fung flowlv ' 
with the chorus, making fevcral graceful 
their hands, but differing from thofe of "'“h 
at the fame time inclining the body 
either fide, by railing one leg outward,^ and remn'’ “ 
the other; the arm of the lame lide beinn- nlfn a ^ 
uptvard. They then recited fentencesf ttifr 
anfwered by the choms; and occalionally incrfTr^i T 
inpfurc ofthe dance, by clapping theCd^Sl ' 
celerating the motion of the feet. Towards the „ 
clulion the rapidity of the mufic and dancing fo 
increafed, that the different movements were hard 
diflinguiflied. 

When this dance was finiflied, hut after a confidcra 
bic interval, twelve other men advanced, placing them' 
fclvcs in double row's, fronting each other. On one 
fide was ftationed a kind of prompter, who repeated 
fevcral fentcnccs, to which rerponfes w ere made by the 
perlormers and the chorus. They fung and danced 
flowly; and gradually grew quicker, like thofe whom 
they had fuccccded. Next to thefc nine women ad¬ 
vanced and fat down oppolirc the hut where the chid 
had placed himfclf. A man immediately rofc and 
gave the firfl of thefe women a blow on the back u-ith 
both his fifls joined: he treated the fccond and third in 
the fame manner; but when he came to the fourth, he 
ftruck her on the breafl:: upon feeing this, a pcrion 
inftantly rifing up from among the crowd, knocked him 
down with a blow' on the head, and he was quietly 
carried away. But this did not excufe the other hvc 
women fi-om fo extraordinary a difciplinc; for they 
w'cre treated in the fame manner by a perfon who fuc- 
ceeded him. When thele nine women danced, their 
performance was twice difapproved of, and they were 
obliged to repeat it again. There was no difference 
between this dance and that of the firft fet of women, 
except that thefe fometimes raifed the body upon one 
leg, and then upon the other, alternately, by a lort of 
double motion. Soon after a perfon entered uncx- 
pedtedly, making fome ludicrous remarks on our fire¬ 
works that had been exhibited, which extorted a burft 
of laughter from the crowd. We had then a dance by 
the attendants of feenou; they formed a double row ot 
24 each round the chorus, and joined in a gcntlefooth- 
ing fong, accompanied w ith motions of the heads and 
hands. They alfo began with flow movements, which 
gradually became more and more rapid, and clofed 
finally with fcveral very ingenious tranijiolitions of die 
two circles. The fellival of this memorable night 
concluded with a dance, in which the principal people 
aflifted. In many refpedls it refemblcd the preceding 
ones, but they incrca'cd their motions to a prodigious 
quicknefs, fhaking their heads from fhouldcr w 
fhouldcr, infomuch chat they appeared in clanger of dil- 
locating their necks. This was attended w ith a cup¬ 
ping of the hands, and a kind of favage fhrick. 
perfon on one fide, repeated fomething in a truly 
lical recitative, and with aji air fo graceful, as might 
put fome of our applauded performers to the blu^ 
He w'as anfwered by another, and this was repeat 
fevcral times by the whole body on each fide; and t ey 
finiflied, by finging and dancing, as they had 
The cw'o lafl: dances were approved univerfally by t 
fpedlators. They were perfedlly in time, and Ionic 
their geflurcs were fo expreflivc, that it 
faid, they fpoke the language that accompanied t c * 
The theatre for thefe cxhibiticvis and pt^^f^irmances 
an open fpace among the trees, tiorderkig ^>0 tn ,< 
with lights placed at fmall intervals, round the 
of the circle. Though the concourfc of 
pretty large, their number was much inferior 
alfcmbled in the forenoon, when the marines 
cd their cxercife. At chat time many up- 

fuppofed there might be prefent 5090 
vvards; but the captain thought that account ra 
aggeraced. j 

On Wednefday the 21 fl, a chief wont on ^ ^ 

Difeovery, and prefented her captain jnd 

elegant head-drefs, ornamented with pcads> ' 
red feathers, and wreathed with flowers 011 
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f Icndent colours. In return. Captain Clcrke loaded 
jP many ufeful articles of European maiiufac- 
ure knives, IcifTars, favvs, and fome gaudy firings of 
bwds, which were highly prized by the chief, who 
thought it no difgrace to paddle himfelf on fhore, with 
his rich acquifitions. This day Captain Cook made an 
excurfion into the ifland of Lefooga, which, in fome 
rcfpci^ls, was found to be fuperior to Annamooka, the 
plantationsbeingnotonly more numerous, but alfo more 
extenfivc. Various parts of the country near the fea 
arcwaflc, owing perhaps to the fandinefs of the foil: 
but in the internal parts of the ifland, the foil is better}; 
and there the marks of population, and of an improved 
flate of cultivation, are very confpicuous. Many of 
the plantations are enclofed in fuch a manner, that the 
fences, running parallel to each other, form fpacious 
public roads. Large fpots, covered with the paper- 
inulbcrry-trces, were obferved; and the plantations, in 
general, were flocked abundantly with fuch plants and 
fruit-trees as the ifland produces. To thefc we made 
fome addition, by fowing the feeds of melons, pump¬ 
kins, Indian-corn, &c. At one place was a houfe, four 
times as large as the ordinary ones, with an cxtenfive area 
ofgrafsbcforeit, to which the people probably refort on 
fome public occafions, particularly in the rainy fcafons. 
Near the landing-place we obferved a mount, two or 
three feet high, whereon flood four or five little huts, 
in which the bodies of fome perfons of diflindlion had 
been interred. The ifland is but feven miles in length, 
and its breadth, in fome places, is not more thanr. three 
miles. Theeafl-fidc has a reef, proje«flingconfiderably, 
againfl which the fea breaks with great violence. It 
is the continuation of this reef that joins Lefooga to 
foa. which is but half a mile diflant; and, at low 
water, the natives can walk upon this reef from one 
ifland to the other. The (bore is either a fandy beach, 
ora coral rock. When the Captain returned on board 
from his excurfion, he found a large failing canoe 
fallened to our flern. In this came Latooliboula, or 
Kohagee too Fallangou, (one perhaps the name of the 
perfon, and the other the defeription of his rank or 
title) whom the captain had fecn, during his lafl voy¬ 
age, at Tongataboo, and who w’as then fuppofed by 
him to be the king of that ifland. He could not be 
prevailed upon to come on board, but continued fitting 
in his canoe with an uncommon air of gravity. The 
illandcrs called him Arcekee, or king, a title which we 
had Hot heard any of them give to Fecnou, however 
extenlivehis authority over them had appeared to be. 
utooliboula remained under our flern till the evening 
and then departed. F'cenou was on board the Refolu- 
neither of thefc chiefs took the 
WIeft notice of each other. 

n Thurfday the 22nd, fome of the natives having 
ocn a tarpaulin and other things from off the deck, 
c captain applied to Fccnou, dcfiring him to exert 
•s authority to get them rcflored; but this application 
fn On the 23d, as we were preparing 

[Hand, Feenoii and his prime-miniflcr 
fhaf along-fide in a canoe, and informed us, 
Vavaoo, an ifland, as they faid, 
hTp the northward of 

alTurcd us, that the objecl of their 
hnU°K"r^ to procure for us an additional fupply of 
J feathered caps for Omiah, to 

till Otaheite; and defired us not to fail 

*lierwV which w’^ould be in four or five days; 

CantZ r . accompany us to Tongataboo. 

"ho imrn tronfented to wait the return ofthis chief, 
the he pretended, fet out for Vavaoo. 

fome nr u’ indullrioully fpread about 

tflanders, that a fliip refembling ours 
•ttiw atan ^^tice we left it, and was 

^^^chiefnf k*^ alfo faid, that Toobou, 

^ivethnr. tfland, was haflening thither to re- 
found ''|P|tors. Upon enquiry, however, it 
It is A m totally void of founda- 

^^Qtion ofrk* ^ conjecllure, what purpofe the in- 
^^contrived^^ • » unlefs wc fuppofe it 

No. ^ of getting us removed from 
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one ifland to another. On the 25th, w'e went into a 

houfe where a woman was drefTing the eyes of a child, 
who feemed blind. The inflruments ufed by this fc- 

wooden probes, with 
vhich brufhed the eyes fo as to make them bleed. 

another woman (having a 
child s head with a Ihark’s tooth, (luck into the end of 
a Itick. She firft wetted the hair with a rag dipped in 
water, and then applying the inflrument, rook off the 
hair as clofe as if a razor had been ufed. Captain 
uook mon after tried upon himfelf one of thefe rc- 
markable inllrumcnts, and found it to be an excellent 
natives of thefc iflands, however, have 
a dilTei*ent method of (having their beards, which opera¬ 
tion they perform with two (liells, one of which they 
place under a part of the beard, and with the other 
applied above, they ferape off that part: in this manner 
they can fliave very clofe, though the procefs is rather 
tedious. There are among them fome who feem toi 
make this a profelTion ; for it was common for our 
(ailors, when alhore, to have their beards (craped off^ 
after the mode of Hapaec. as it was for their chiefs, 
when on board, to befbaved by our barlxrrs. Finding 
at this time, that little or nothing of what the ifland 
produced was brought to the (liips. Captain Cook de- 
tei mined to change our flation, and to wait Fccnou's 
return in fome other anchoring-placc, W'here we might 
flill be fupplicd with refreflimcnts; accordingly. 

On Monday the 26th, in the forenoon, we made fail 
to the fouthward along the reef of the ifland, and hav- ■ 
ingpaffed fevcral flioals, hauled into a bay, that lies 
between the north end of Hoolaiva, and the fouth of 
Lefooga, and there anchored in 17 fathoms water, the 
point of Lefooga bearing S. E. by E. diflant a mile and 
a half. I'he Difeovery did not cafl anchor till fun-fet; 
(lie having touched on one of the flioals; but backed off 
again without receiving the Icaft damage. We had no 
fooner cafl anchor, than Mr. Bligh, mafler, was fent to 
found the bay, where we were now flationed; and Captain 
Cook, accompanied by Lieutenant Gore, landed on the 
fouthern part of Lefooga, to look for frefh water, and ex¬ 
amine the country. On the wefl-fide of the ifland they 
obferved an artificial mount of confiderable antiquity, 
about 40 feet high, and meafuring 50 feet, in the dia¬ 
meter of its fummit. At the bottom of this mount was a 
(lone 14 feet high, two and a half thick, and four 
broad, hewn out of coral-rock ; and we were told by 
the iflanders, that not more than half its length was 
feen aboveground. They called it Tangata Areekec 
(Tangata in their language fignifics man; Areekee, 
king) and faid it had been fet up, and the mount raifed 
in memory of one of their kings. On the approach of 
night, the Captain and Mr. Gore returned on board, 
and Mr. Bligh came back from founding the bay, in 
w'hich he found from 14 to 20 fathoms water, with a 
bottom principally of fand. Lefooga and Hoolaiva 
are feparated from each other by a reef of coral-rocks, 
dry at low water. Some of our gentlemen, who land¬ 
ed in the lad mentioned ifland, found not the fmalleft 
mark of cultivation, or habitation upon it, except a 
Tingle hut, in which a man employed to catch fifli and 
turtle redded* It is remarkable that it (hould remain 
in this defolate condition, (ince it communicates fo im¬ 
mediately with Lefooga, which is fo well cultivated. The 
well lide of it has a bending, where there feems to be 
good anchorage; and the caft-Iide has a reef, as well 
as Lefooga. Uninhabited as Hoolaiva is, an artificial 
mount has been raifed upon it, equal in height to fome 
of thefurrounding trees. 

On Tuefday the 27th, at day-break, fignal was made 
to weigh, and as we intended to attempt in our run to 
Tongataboo, a paffage to Annamooka, by the S. W. 
among the intermediate ides, Mr. Bligh was fent in a 
boat, to found before the (hips. But before we got 
under fail, the wind became lo variable and uwfettled, 
as to render it unfafe to attempt a paffage with which 
we were fo little acquainted': we therefore lay faff, and 
made fignal for the mafler to return. He, and the 
mailer of the Difeovery, were afterwards fent, each in 
a boat, to examine the channels. Towards noon, a 
5 Y large 





















large (ailing canoe came under our (lern, in which 
a perfon named Poulaho, or Futcafaihe, who was faid 
by the natives then on board, to be king of Tongataboo, 
Annainooka, Hapaee,and all the neighbouring iflands. 
VVe \yere furprifed to find a Granger dignified with this 
title, which we were taught to believe appertained to 
another: but they perfified in their alTertions, that the 
fupreme dignity belonged to Poulaho; and now for the 
firfl time acknowledged, that Fecnou was not the king, 
but a fubordinacc chief, though of great power. After 
this explanation, Poulaho was invited by the captain on 
board, where he was not an unwelcome gueft, as he 
brought with him two fat hogs by way of prefent. 
This great perfonage, though not very tall, was ex¬ 
tremely unweildy, and almoftfliapelefs with corpulence. 
He appeared to be about forty: his hair was ftraight, 
and his features confiderably dififerent from thofe of 
the majority of his people. We found him to be a 
man of gravity and good fenfe. He viewed the fliip, 
and the various new objecl:s, with a particular atten¬ 
tion; andafked many pertinent queflions. When he 
had gratified his curiofity in looking at the cattle, and 
other novelties, he was requefted to walk down into the 
cabin ; to which fome of his retinue objeefted, faying, 
that, if he fhouId go down thither, it would doubtlefs 
happen that people would walk over his head; a cir- 
cumlfance that could not be permitted. When this 
objection v\as to be obviated, by ordering that no 
one Ihould prefume to walk over the cabin, Poulaho 
waved all ceremony and ventured dowm without any 
previous flipulation. He now appeared to be no lefs 
folicitous than his people were, to conviiKe us that he 
was Ibvcrcign, and not Fecnou. He fat down to dinner 
with us, but eat and drank very little; and afterwards 
defired the captain to accompany him on (liore. Omiah 
was aflccd to be orie of the party ; but he w as too faith¬ 
fully attached to Feenou, to fliew much refpeCt to his 
competitor, and therefore declined the invitation. Cap¬ 
tain Cook attended the chief in his own boat, having 
hrft made him fuch prefents as exceeded his expec¬ 
tations; in return for which, Poulaho ordered two 
more hogs to be Tent on board. 1 he chief w'as then 
carried out gf the boat, by his own fubjeds, on a board 
refembling a hand-barrow, and was leated in a fraall 
houfc near the fltore. He placed the captain by his 
fide; and his attendants formed a femi-circle before 
theni, on the outfidc of the houfe. An old woman fat 
clofe to the chief, with a kind of fan in her bind, to 
prevent his being incommoded with the flies. The 
various articles which his people had procured by trad¬ 
ing on board the fliips, being now difplayed before 
him, he attentively looked over them all, inquired what 
they had given in exchange, and, at length, ordered 
every thing to be refiored to the refpedive owners, 
except one glafs bowl which he referved for himfclf. 
The people w+io paid this refped, firfi: fquatted them- 
felves down before him, then dcpofitcd their purchafes, 
and infiantly retired. They obfcpvcd the fame cere¬ 
mony in taking them away, and not one of them pre- 
fumed to fpeak to him (landing. His attendants, juft 
before they left him, paid him obeifance, by bowing 
their heads down to the foie of his foot, and touching 
it w ith the upper and under fide of the fingers of each 
band. Captain Cook was charmed with the groveling 
fubmifiion, or, as he termed it, the decorum, that was 
paid by the (laves, to their mafter on this occafion, 
having fcarcc fecn the like ajiy where, even among 
more civilized nations. Perhaps the captain had never 
vifited Italy, and fecn the ceremony of killing the Pope’s 
toe. The roaftcr having returned, informed us, that 
as far as he had proceeded, there was a palTage for the 
fhips, and tolerable anchorage; but that, tow-ards the 
S. and S. E. hcoblervcd numerous ftioals, breakers, and 
fmalHfles. In confequenceof this.report, we relinquifti- 
cd all thoughts of a paflage this way, and, being rc- 
folvcd to return to Annamooka by the fame route 
which we had fo lately experienced to be a fafe one, we 
fhould have failed the next morning, which was the 
28th, if the wind had not been very unfettled ; and in 
ihc night W'C had fotfie heavy fqualls, with thynder, 


lightning, and rain, to which, at times, thef<-^77“ 

expofed. Poulaho came early on board k 
red-feathered cap as a prefent to the capuin"'®Ti? ’ 
curiofities were greatly fought after by us, as w ' 
they would be highly valued at Otaheite; butL, * 
was ever brought for fale, though verv lara^ rv.; ^ 
offered; nor ct Id a perfon in fitherlKa&n'- 
the proprietor of one, except the two captains f a 
Omiah. 1 hey are compofed of the tail feathers of tf 
tropic bird, inLcrmixcd with the red feathers of the ^ 
roquet; and are made in fuch a manner, as to tieon^h' 
forehead without any crown; and are in the fonnof 
femicirclc, w^hofe radius is i8 or 20 inches. Poulah^ 
left the fliip in the evening; but his brother whofe 
name was alfo Futtafaihe, and fome of his attendants 
remained all night on board. ^ 

On Thuifday the 29th, at day-break, we weighed 
with a (me breeze at E. N. E. and made fail to the well 
ward, followed by fcveral of the failing canoes, in one 
of which was Poulaho the king, who, coming on board 
the Refolution, enquired for his brother, and the others 
who had continued with us all night. Wc now found 
that they had (laid without his permiflion ; for he gave 
them fuch a reprimand as brought tears from their 
eyes; however, he was foon reconciled to their making 
a longer ftay; for on his departure from die (hip, he 
left his brother, and five attendants on board. We 
were alfo honoured with the company of a chief, named 
Tooboueitoa, juft arrived from Tongataboo; who. as 
foon as he came, feiu away his canoe, declaring, that 
he and five others who came with him, would fleepon 
board; fo that the captain had, at this time, his cabin 
filled with vifitors: this inconvenience he endured the 
more willingly, as they brought with them plenty of pro- 
viftons as prefents to him, for w hich they met with 
fuitable returns. In the afternoon, the cafterly wind 
was fucceeded by a frcfli breeze at S. S. E. Our courfc 
being S. S. W. we were obliged to beat to windward, 
and did butjuft fetch the northern fide of Footooha by 
eight o’clock in the evening. The next day wc plied 
up to Lopanga, and had foundings, under the lee 01 
N. W. (ide, in 40 fathoms water; but the bottom being 
rocky, and a chain of breakers lying to the leeward, we 
ftrctchcd away for Kotoo, expeding to find better an» 
chorage there. It was dark before we reached that 
ifland, where finding no convenient place to anchor in, 
we paired the night in making fliort boards. On the 
31ft, at day-break, we ftood for the channel between 
Kotoo, and the reef of rocks lying to the wclhvard of 
it; but on our approach, we found the wind infuf- 
ficient to lead us through. We therefore bore upon 
the Gutfide of the reef, and ftretched to the S. W. till 
near twelve o’clock, when perceiving that wc made no 
progrefs to windward, and beingapprehenfivfe of loiing 
the iflands, while wc had fo many natives on board, \'e 
tacked, flood back, and fpent the night between 
tooha and Kotoo. The wind now blew' frefli, witn 
fqualls and rain; and, during the night, by a fma 
change of the wind, we were very near running a-groun 
on a low fandy ifle, named Pootoo Pootoa, 
fed with breakers. Our people having fortunately bee 
juft ordered upon deck, to put the fliip about, and mo 
of them being at their refpective ftations, the n<xe 7 
movements were performed with judgement^ ^ c 
nefs; and this alone preferved us from delrru * 
The Difeovery being aftern, was out of danger, 
narrow efcape fo alarmed the natives who 
that they defired with great carneftnefs, to be p 
(bore: accordingly, on the return of j upf 

was hoifted our, and the officer who j for 

was ordered, after landing thern at Katoo^ w ^ 
anchorage along the reef which projeas ir 
ifland. During the abfence of the boat, w 
vouredtoturn the (hips through the channe 
the reef of Kotoo and the landy ifle; to 

with a ftrong current againft us, we were o 
defift. ^ 

On Sunday the ift of June,diftant o’clock 

we faw the burning mountains, and about e ev 
A. M. cart anchor in a fine bay, in 50 fa 
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"" 7 ^ hearincE. by N. about one mile from the 

thefandy <ne remained till the 4th. being fre- 

vifited by the king, by Toobouelta, and by 
who came from the neighbouring itlands to 
^ ^ ''th us. Mr. Bligh, in the mean time, was dif- 

found the channels between the iflands 
rnfhe eaftwardj and Captain Cook himfelf land- 

Inr of the coral reefs that inviron it, is fcarcely ac- 
by boats. Its N. W. end is low; but it rifes 
Mdcnly inthc middle, and terminates at the S. E. 
ndinreddilh clayey cliffs. It produces the fame fruits 
d roots with the adjacent iflands, and is tolerably 
cultivated, though thinly inhabited. It is about 
nvo miles in length. In the abfcnce of the captain 
Lrpeople were employed in cutting grafs for the cat- 
j and we planted fome melon feeds. On our return 
to the boar, we palled by fome ponds of dirty brackifli 
u^cer andfawaburying-place, which was much neater 
fban any one we had feen at Hapaec. On the 4th, 
at feven o’clock, A. M. we made fail, with a flrong 
gale at E, S. E. and, about five in the afternoon, rcach- 
^ Annamooka, where we moored in our old birth, 
which we had lately occupied : but the Difeovery, not 
beingabletobeat up agaiiift the wind, did not arrive 
till feven in the evening. When calling anchor flic 
drove, and, in Icfs than an hour, was three leagues to 
Icc-ward of us, and in the utmofl: danger of being 
wrecked. They were now employed in weighing up 
fheir anchor ; and we fenc a number of our hands fea-. 
fonably to their affiftancc. The night was tempeflu- 
ous, with a high fea. They laboured till four in the 
morning inceffantly; yet made but little way to wind- 
notwithllanding the utmoll exertions of their 
whole llrcngth; but providentially the gale having 
fubfided, they fwayed the anchor, and before day-light 
was fafely moored by our fide. This day, being 
Thurfday the 5th, Captain Cook went on fliorc, and 
found the iflanders very bufy in their plantations, dig¬ 
ging up yams for traffic. In the courfe of the day not 
Icfs than 200 of them affembled on the beach^ and 
traded with great eagernefs. It appeared that they had 
been very diligent, during our abfence, in cultivating 
theirfevcral plantations; and wenowobferved many large 
plantain-fields, which places, in our late vilit, we had 
icen lying wade. The yams were in the highefl: per¬ 
fection-, and we obtained a good quantity of them 
in exchange for iron. Before the captain returned on 
Jiiard, he vifited the feveral places where we had fown 
melon and cucumber feeds; but found, to his great 
fegret, that moll of them had been deflroyed by the 
vermin; though fome pine-apples which had alfo been 
left , were in a thriving condition. 

Friday the 6th, about noon, Feenou arrived from 
Vavaoo,and informed us that feveral canoes, laden with 
hogs and other proviflons, had failed with him from 
that ifland, but had been loll near Appy, the ifland in 
which the burning mountains are fituated, in the late 
fempeftuous weather, and every perfon on board them 
had periihed. This melancholy tale did not gain 
much credit with us, as we were by this time fufficicntly 
acquainted with the character of the relator. The truth 
^rhapswas, that he had been unable to procure at 
Vavaoo the expe(fled fupplies; or, if he obtained any 
mere, that he had left them at Hapaec, w’hich lay in his 
J<''ayback, and where he mull have heard that Poulaho 
'ad come to vifit us; who therefore, he knew, would, 
^ his fuperior, reap all the merit and reward of pro- 
<^unngthore fupplies, without having had any partici¬ 
pation of the trouble. The invention, however, of this 
Os at fea was not ill imagined ; for we had lately had 
^ weather. On the 7th, Poulaho, and fome 
who had been wind-bound with him ar- 
Jufb * Captain Cook happened to be 

Feenou, who now appeared to be fenlible 
eimpropriety of his condud, in arrogating a cha- 
he had no juft claim; for he not only 
and r?' Poulaho as fovereign of Tongataboo, 
fhe ^ ifles, but aftedled to infift much on it* 

left him, and went to pay a vifit to the 


'ing, whom he found fitting with a few of the natives 
him; but great numbers haflening to pay their 
rcipedls to him, the circle enlarged very fall. When 
reenou approached, he placed himfelf among the reft 
mat fat before Poulaho, as attendants on his majefty. 
He at flrft feemed to be fome what con fu fed and abafli- 
cd; but foon recovered himfelf. A very fhort conver- 
fation paffed between thefc two chiefs, which none of 
us underftood; nor were we fatisfied with Omiah’s in¬ 
terpretation of it; however, from what we obfeiwed, 
we were fufficicntly undeceived as to Feenou’s rank. 
Both the king and Feenou accompanied the captain 
on board to dinner; but Poulaho only fat at tabic. 
Feenou, after having made-his obeifance in the ufual 
mode, by laluting the foot of his Ibvereign with his 
head and hand5, retired from the cabin ; and it now 
appeared, that he could neither eat nor drink in the 
king’s prefence. 

On Sunday the 8th, at eight o’clock, A. M. we 
w’eighed anchor, and fet fail for Tongataboo, or Am- 
fterdam Ifland, having a gentle breeze, at N. E. We 
were accompanied by 14 or 15 fiiling vcffels, belong¬ 
ing to the iflanders, every one of w’hich out-ran the 
fliips. Feenou was 10 have taken, his paffage in the 
Refolution ; but preferred his own canoe; and put two 
men on board, as pilots, to conduct us to the beft an¬ 
chorage. The royal canoe was diftinguiflied from the 
reft by a fmall bundle of grafs, of a red colour, faftened 
to the end of a pole, and fixed in the ftern, in the fame 
manner as our enfign ftafts. At five in the afternoon 
we deferied tw-o fmall iflands, at the diftance of four 
leagues to the weft ward. One was called by our two 
pilots Hoonga Hapaec, and the other Hdonga Tonga. 
They arc lituated in the latitude of 20 deg. 36 min. S, 
and about 10 leagues from the weftern point of An¬ 
namooka, in the diredbion of S. 46 deg. W. We were 
told only five men refided on Floonga Hapaec; and 
that Hoonga Tonga had no inhabitants. We con¬ 
tinued a S. W. courfe till two o’clock, A. M. of the 
Qth, when we faw feveral little iflands, beyond which 
appeared Eooa and Tongataboo. We now' had 25 fa¬ 
thoms water, with a bottom of broken coral and fand ; 
and the depth gradually decrcafcd, as we approached the 
above-mentioned fmall ifles, which lie ranged along the 
N. E, fide of Tongataboo. Steering by the direction 
of our two pilots, for the wideft fpace between thofe 
ifles, w*e were infenfibly drawm upon a large flat, upon 
which lay innumerable rocks of coral, below the fur- 
face of the fea. Notwithllanding our boats were 
foundinga-hcad, and our utmofl: attention and cafe to 
avoid thofe rocks, we were unable to prevent the Refo¬ 
lution from flriking on one of them: nor did the Dif¬ 
eovery, though at our ftern, efcape better. Happy for 
us it W'as, that we had day-light and fine weather. By- 
clapping the fails tothemaft, and lightening the fliip 
abaft, w'e fwayed her off: and it fortunately happened, 
through the protediion of an over-ruling providence, 
that neither of the fhips ftuck fall, nor fuftained any 
damage. We now held on our courfe, and the moment 
w'e faw aplacew'here we could anchor with any degree of 
fafety, w'ceame to; and the mafters were difpatched 
with the boats to found. Soon after we had call an¬ 
chor, feveral of the natives of Tongataboo came to us 
in their canoes, affuring us, that w'e ftiould meet with 
deep w'ater further in, free from rocks. Thcirintelligencc 
w'as true; for, about four o’clock, the boats made a (ignal 
of having found good anchoring ground. We therefore 
weighed, and ftood in till dark, when we anchored in 
nine fathoms water, wdth a clear fandy bottom. During 
the night, we had fome rain; but early in the mornings 
the wind became foutherly, and bringing on fair 
weather, we weighed again, and worked towards the 
fhore of Tongataboo. While we continued plying up 
the harbour, the king frequently failed round us in his 
canoe; and at the fame time there was a great num¬ 
ber of fmall canoes about the (hips. Two of thefe 
not getting out of the way of the king’s veffel, he ran 
quite over them with the greateft unconcern. Among 
thofe who came on board the Refolution was Otago, 
w.ho had been fo ufeful to Captain Cook, when he vifited 
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Tongataboo in his preceding voyage, and one 'I'oobou, 
who had, at that time, attached himfelf to Captain 
Furncaux. Each of them brought yams and a hogj 
in tcfiimony of friendIhip ; for which they received a 
fuitablc return* We arrived at our intended liation 
about two o’clock in the afternoon of the lOth. It was 
a very convenient place, formed by the fhoreof Tong; 
taboo on the S. E. and two fmall ifles on the E. and 
N. E. Here both fliips anchored over a (andy bottom 
w'herc the depth of w^atcr was lo fathoms. Our dif- 
tance from fliorc exceeded a quarter of a mile. Wc 
\vcre inftantly furrounded by natives, who came to 
xvclcome us, and feemed overjoyed at our arrival. It 
lias not been uncommon with foinc compilers of voy¬ 
ages, to ftigmatize thefe iHanders with the name of 
^ Savages, than which no appellation can be worfe ap¬ 
plied, fora more civilized pco-plc do not exift under 
the fun. During the whole time of pur day, we did 
not fee one indance of diforder among them, nor one 
perfon punirticd for any mifdcmcanor by their chiefs. 
Wefaw' butfcwquaiTcls among individuals; on the con¬ 
trary, much mirth and feeming harmony were obferva 
ble. Highly delighted with their diovvs and heivas, 
they fpend their rime in a kind of luxurious indolence, 
where all labour a little, but none to excefs. The king 
paddles himfelf in his canoe, though he muff have a 
tow-tow to help him to cat^ This feems drange to an 
European^ as it reduces a man to the condition of a 
child ; and yet it is but one remove from what we fee 
daily praedifed before our eyes* The gentleman has his 
table fpread, his food of various forts fet before 
him ; has all hi-s apparatus made ready, his bread cut, 
his meat car.'cd, and his plate furniHied; he-has his 
drink handed to hina, and in. fliort, every thing w'hich 
the tropical king ha.s, except ody conveying his food to 
his mouth, which the chief thinks may as well be done 
by his tow-tow. '^et the omilTion of this fingle ad of 
handing his meat and drink to his mouth, brings a 
term ofrcproacli upon the chief, though, by the handi- 
nefs of his fervants in the fervices of the table, the Eu¬ 
ropean gains the charader orf the polite gentleman 
Such and fo Hender are the refinements of nations; 
the barriers that divide indolence from fumptuoufnefs ; 
and the limplicity of a tropical chief from the magni¬ 
ficence of an European Prince. 

In the afternoon, Captain Cook, attended by Omiah, 
fome officers, and other gentlemen, landed on the ifiand 
of I’ongataboo. Wc found the king waiting our ar¬ 
rival on the beach, who, whenwc landed, conduded us 
to a fmall neat houfc near the woods, having an exten- 
five area before it: this, he told tloc captain, was at his 
fervice, during his continuance in the ifiand. Ilcforc 
wc had loeen long in the houfc, a large circle of the na¬ 
tives had affcmblcd, and feated thcmfclvcs on the area. 

A root of the Kava plant being brought to the king, he 
commanded that it fiiould bo fplit into pieces, and dif- 
tributed to fcvcral people of borh fexes, who began 
to chew it, and foon prepared a bowl of their favourite 
liquor. Mean while, a baked hog, and a quantity of 
baked yams were produced, and divided into ten por¬ 
tions. Thefe lharcs were given to fome of thofe who 
were prefenr, except one, which remained undifpofed 
of, and which probiibly was referved for the king him- 
fclf. The liquor was next ferved out; and the firft 
cup being brought to the king, he ordered it to be given 
to a perfon who fat near him: the fecond was alfo 
brought to him, which he kept: the third was prefented 
to Captain Cook; but their mode of preparing the 
liquor having difguffed him, it was handed to Omiah. 
The remainder of it was diftributed to different people; 
and one of the cups being carried to PouUho's brother, 
he retired with this, and with his fharcof the provifions. 
Others aUb withdrew from the circle with their por¬ 
tions, bccaufc they could neither eat nor drink in his 
majefiy’s prefcnce : but there were fome of an inferior 
rank, who both eat and drank before him. Soon after, 
the greater part of them went away, carrying with them 
what they had not eaten of the fliare of the feafl:. We 
obferved, that the fervants who diftributed the meat, 
tnd the Kava, delivered them fitting, not only to the 


. king but to others who were partakcr<5 nr c* 

not a fourth part of the company had 
vidluals or the drink. The Breateft . . 

preferved throughout the alTembly • Lff 

many people were prefent who hVd nev^’8'”' 
fore, yet no one was troublefome. Bcfor k '»• 
returned on board, he went in fearch of ^ 
place and was conduced to fome ponds^h"""?* 
which the water was tolerable, but it »■»<, „ i 
tance inland. Pome dif. 

Wednefday the nth, the Capt.ain Iwin, ■ r 
that the fmall ifiand of Pantrimodoo nl"'’ 

(hips were ftationed, could bSter fnpply ttei 
article, he wait over to it, and found there a 
camuag heftier water than anw we hid 
there ilknds. This pool bernrextremefv 
caufed it to be cleanfed ; and here it was 
onr water-caiks. The fame momilT.e? ,? 
ed near the houfe which the king h^ affiened 
life TIk horfes, cattle, and Hifep, werefh™ 1 °? 
and a party ol marines ftationed tfercas aguard tt’ 
obfervatory was fet up at an inconfidcrablc diftan^ 
from another tent > and Mr. King took up his rcH W 
on ftiorc, to dircdt the obfervations, and fuDerinLnJ 
all other necefTary bufincfs. A party was ffitionM ^ 
cut wood for fuel, and planks For the (hips; andth^ 
gunners were appointed to condud the traffic with Z 
inhabitants, who fiocked from all parts of the ifi.J 
with hogs yams, cocoa-nuts, and other articles 'in- 
fomuch, tbeit our land-ftation rcfcmbled a fair, and our 
Ihips were remarkably crouded with vifitants. * Fecnoa 
reading in our neighbourhood, we had daily proofs of 
his gcncrofity and opulciKc, by the continuation of his 
valuable donations. Pbulaho was equally attentive to 
us 111 this refpecl:, as fcarcely a day palJed without his 
favouring u.s with conftdcrable prefents. We wore now 
informed, that a perfon, named Mareewagee was of very 
high rank in the ifiand, and was treated with great re¬ 
verence ; nay if our interpreter, Omiah, did not mifun- 
derftand his informers, that he was fuperiorto Poulaho 
himfelf; but that, being advanced in years, he lived in 
retirement, and therefore was not inclined to pay us a 
vilic. This intcfligence having excited the curiofiiy of 
Captain Cook, he fignified to roulaho his intention of 
waiting upon Marcewagee ; and the king having agreed 
to accompany him, they fee out early on Thurfday the 
12th, in the pinnace. Captain CIcrke joining them in 
one of his own boats. They then proceeded to the 
eaftward of the little illcs w hich form the harbour, and 
turning towards the fouth, entered a fpacious bay, up 
which they rowed about three miles, and landed amidfl 
a great concourfc of people, who received them with 
flioiits and acclamations. The crowd inftantly fepa- 
rated, that Poalaho might pafs, who took our gentle¬ 
men into a fmall cnclofure, and then the king changed 
the piece of cloth he wore, for a new piece, very ncady 
folded: an old w'omaii affifting in drcfllng him, and 
put a large mac over his cloth, filing now afkcd, where 
Marcewagee w-as, to our great fiirprife, he faid, that he 
was gone down to our fliips. He now requclled us to 
accompany him to a malace, or houfe of public 
and w hen w'c came to a large area before it, be feated 
himfelf in the path, while, at his deftre, wc walked up 
to the houfe, and fit down in the front. After 
a little while, wc repeated our enquiries, by themedlum 

of Omiah, w hether wc were to be introduced to 
reewagee? But receiving no fatisfadory anfwcr, an 
being inclined to fiifpcd, that the aged chief 
pofely concealed from us, we returned to the a 
much piqued at our difappointment. It j 

appeared that Mareewagee had not been thcie; a 
that, in this affair, fome grofs miftakes had been ma i 
Omiah either having been mifinformed, or 

underftood what was told him concerning the ol 

In this cxcurlion, the place wc went to was a 
pleafant village, delightfully funaccd on the ^ 
the bay or inlet, where moft of the rhe 

of the ifiand refide. Each of thefe has his hou e 

midft of a fmall plantation, wdth out-houlcsan J 
for fervants. Thefe plantations are neatly 
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tnund and, in general, have only one entrance, which 

^ bv a door faftened on the inlide with a prop of wood. 
R^twecn each plantation are public roads and narrow 
hnes. A confiderablc part of fome of thefe enclofures 
is laid out in grafs-plots, and planted with fuch things 
asfeem lefs adapted for ufc than ornament. In fuch 
other plantations as were not the refidence of perfons of 
high rank, every article of the vegetable produce of 
thciHand was in great plenty. Near the great roads 
are fomc large houfes, with fpacioiis grafs-plots before 
ihem, which were faid to belong to the king, and are 
probably the places where public aHemblies of the peo¬ 
ple are held. 

Friday the 13th, about noon, Mareewagee came 
vithin a fmall didance of our poiV on fliore, attended 
by a great number of people 6f all ranks. In the 
courfe of the afternoon, the two captains, and others of 
oiirgentlemen, accompanied by Feenou, went afliore to 
vifit him. We found a grave perfon fitting under a 
tree, with a piece of cloth about 40 yards long, fpread 
before him, round which numbers of people were (eared. 
\Vc luppofed this to he the great perfonage, but v\ ere 
informed by F'cenoii, that another who was fitting on 
a piece of mat, was Mareewagee. To him we were 
introduced, and he received us very gracioufiy. This 
chief, who was alfo under a tree, was named Toobou, 
whom we (liall call old Ibobou, to dilHnguifli him 
from his name-fake, who has already been mentioned 
as Captain Furncaux s friend. Both he and Mareevva- 
gee were vencrabie in their appearance. The latter 
was (lender in his pcrfon, and feemed to be near 70 
years of age. Old Toobou, who defired us to fit down 
by him, was fornevvhat corpulent, and almoft blind 
from a difordcr in his eyes. The captain, not exped- 
on this occafion, to meet with two chiels, had 
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brought on fliore a prefent for only one: this, there¬ 
fore, he was obliged to divide between them ; but, as it 
happened to be confiderable, both of them appeared to 
befatisfied. Our party now entertained them about an 
hour with two French horns and a drum j but the firing 
olTone of Captain Clerk’s pocket-pidols Teemed to 
pleafe them moll. Before we took leave of the two 
chiefs, the large piece of cloth was rolled up and pre- 
knted to Captain Cook, together with a few cocoa-nuts. 
Bn the 14th, Old Toobou came on board to return our 
vilit: he alfo went on board the Difeovery; and if our 
lormer prefent was not fufficiently confiderable, the 
^nciency was now fupplied. In the mean time, 
iVlareewagec went to fee our people who were ftationed 
ondiore; and Mr. King fiiewed him whatever we had 
nere. He was (Iruck with admiration at the fight of 
nccattle; and the crofs-cut faw rivetted his attention, 
war $ noon Poulaho came on board, bringing with 
im IS fon, who was about twelve years of age. The 
^ Captain Cook; but the Ton, though 
c nr.? ’ permitted to fit down by him. The 

hf n n r convenient to have Poulaho for 

whenever he was prefent, which fre- 
from excluded 

on boarH ^ neither he nor Feenou were 

innate to'were very impor- 
^^attimeinrn be admitted at 

''cn-miirh cabin, which became confequcntly 

<Hir conk-P ^he king was foon reconciled to 

wine. He now re- 
^rialaee near our tent, where he this evening 

thoiio-K^f ^ dance, in which he him- 

Suniiau^rK ^ ^®/*P^'^cnt and unvveildly, engaged. 

r morning, Captain Cook re- 
^^cwasdclirnn^^cr 9 ^^ Toobou, importing, that 

^ccordinglv on (liore. He and Omiah 

that chief, whom they found fit- 
a tree antient patriarchs, under the iliade 

iibnH ^ j piece of cloth, the manufadure 

Phcc out before him. He defired them 

thacrh w hich he told 

[fathers, confljf ^^^>."'^11 fome cocoa-nuts, and red- 
thankprl prefent to Captain Cook. The 

that favour, accompanied with a 

56. hoard with him. Omiah, 


was^fnfo^nipH N^ ^^^^iho, now left the captain, who 
kiiur's fon ^ ^^at young Fattafaihe, the 

rhp^rii * ^°h.-e him. He immediately obeyed 

and the youna pnLc 

?oSr kind -f "Tr'' " A 

fpread before feven and a halfbioad. 

a SuitvTf On one bde was 

La^ A and, on the other, a large 

LT, ’ 1 of people fat round the cloth 

ran'r® Marecivagee, with other perfons of 

tin , * • was requeued to feat himfclf bv 

c prince; and then Omiah informed him that he 
had Ix'cn inftj'uded by Poulaho to tell him that as his 

union and "o^prohended in this 

fi. ,. ’ !a captain, as a tellimony of his con- 

fent, would accept of the prince’s prefent. Our com ' 

t'hrddcfrm ^ ’"''‘fed all 

the chiefs to dine wirh him on board. Accordindv 
the young prince. Old Toobou, Mareewagee. three 
tour fubordinate chiefs, and two old ladies of high nmk 
in‘;°^.P‘‘"'-‘’'' f'fe d’‘P- Mareewagee waf dreffed’ 
on patches of red feathers 

Dur ' r P'cbably made on 

pu pufe for this vifit; for as foon as he arrived on 
board he put It off. and prefented it to our captain. 

hen dinner was ferved up. not one of them would^ even 
ht down, or ea t a morfel of any thing, as they were all 
taboo, they laid; which word, though it has a very com- 
pichenlive meaning, fignifies, generally, that a thine- is 
prohibited. Why they were thus reftrained at pre¬ 
lent, was not accounted for. Having made prefents to 
them all, and gratified their cunofity, by fiiewing them 

cLiuCted^tlum 

alho It. VVhen the boat had reached the land. Feenou. 
and icveial others, immediately ftepped out; and the 
young prince following them, was called back by Ma- 
reewagee. w-lio now paid the heir apparent the’ fame 
obcilance «^ich the king was accuftomed to receive- 
and when Old Toobou, and one of the ladies, had 
honoured him with the fame marks of refped:, he was 
uffered to land. After this ceremony, the old people 
ftepped out of the boat into a canoe, which was waitinir 
to convey them to their place of refidence. Captain 
"fi! P'f Ped at being prefent on this occafion, as 
he WAS thus furmfiied with the moft convincing proofs ' 
of the fupreme dignity of Poulaho and his fon. By this 
time, indeed, we had gained fome certain information 
with regard to the relative fituation of fevcral chiefs 
We now knew, that Old Toobou and Mareewagee were 
brothers. Both of them were men of confiderable pro- 
perty, and in high eftimation with the people: Ma- 
reewape, m particular, had obtained the honourable 
^pellation of Motooa Tonga, \i hich implies, father of 
I onga, or his country. We alfo now underfiood. that 
he was the king’s father-in-law, Poulaho having ef- 
p^oufed one ofhis daughters, by whom he had young 
rattafaihe; fo that Mareewagee was grand-father to the 
prince. As to Feenou, he was one of the fons of Ma- 
reevvagee, and Tooboucitoa was another. On landino- 
we found Poulaho in the houfe adjoining to our tent* 
who immediately made Captain Cook a prefent of a’ 
hog, and a quantity of yams. Towards evening a 
number of the iflandcrscame, and having feated them- 
(elves in a circle, fung in concert with the mufic of 
bamboo drums, which were placed in the centre. 
Three of them were long ones, and two were fliort. 
With thefe they (truck the ground end-wife. There 
were two others that lay fide by fide on the ground, one 
of w hich was partly fpJit: on thefe a pcrfon continued 
beating with two (licks.- They fung three fongs during 
our (lay, and the entertainment laded, after we left them 
till ten o’clock. For light, they burned the leaves of 
wharra palm. In the mean time Mr. Anderfon, with 
fevcral other gentlemen, made an excurfion into the 
country, by whom w'e were furniflied with the following 
oblervations. Wedward of the tent, the country for 
about two miles, is entirely uncultivated, though co¬ 
vered with trees and bullies growing naturally with ’ 
the greateft vigour. Beyond thb a pretty large plain 
S ^ meinds 
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extends itfelf, on which are cocoa-trees, and fome fmall 
plantations. Near the creek, which runs weft of the 
tent, the land is perfedlly flat, and partly over-flo^ved 
every tide by the fea. When the waters retire, the 
furface is feen to conflft of coral rock, interfperfed 
with holes ofyellowifli mud; and near the edges, where 
it is rather more firm, are vaft numbers of little open¬ 
ings, whence ifTue innumerable fmall crabs, which 
fwarm upon the fpot, but are fo very nimble, that, when 
approached, they inftantaneoufly difappear, and baffle 
all the dexterity of the natives who endeavour to catch 
them. At this place is a work of art, which teftifies 
fome degree of ingenuity and pcrfeverance. On one 
fide is a narrow caufeway, which, gradually increafing 
in breadth, rifes with a gentle afeent to the height of 
10 feet, w'hcre its breadth is five paces, the whole 
length being about 74 paces. Adjacent to this is a 
kind of circus, 30 paces in diameter, about one or two 
feet higher than the caufeway that joins it; and in the 
middle of this circus fome trees are planted. On the 
oppofite fide, another caufeway defeends, which is 
partly in ruins, and not above 40 paces in length. The 
whole is built of large coj'al-ftones, with earth on the 
furface, overgrown with fhrubs and low trees. From 
the marks of decay in fevcral places, it is probaply of 
fome antiquity: but it feems to be of no fervice at 
prefent, whatever may have been its ufe in fonner 
times. All that could be learnt of the natives was, 
that it was called Etchee, and belonged to Poulaho, the 
king. 

Monday the i6th, in the morning. Captain Gook, 
Mr. Gore, and others, took a walk into the coiintr)'; 
in the courfe of which we met with an opportunity of 
feeing the whole procefs of making cloth, the principal 
mariufacfture of this ifland, as well as of many others 
in the South Sea. An account of this operation as per¬ 
formed at this pFace, may not improperly befubjoined 
here. The manufa< 5 lurcrs, who are of the female fex, 
take the flender ftaFks or trunks of the paper mulberry, 
which rarely grows more than feven feet in height, 
and about the thicknefs of four fingers. From thefe 
ftalks they ft rip the bark,, and fa'ape off the exterior 
rirTd; after which the bark is rolled up, and macerated 
for fome time in water: it is then beaten with a rquarc 
inftrument of w'ood, full of coarfe grooves,, but fome- 
times with a plain one. The operation is often repeat¬ 
ed by another perfon; or the bark is folded feveral 
times, and beat longer, which is probably intended to 
clofe rather than divide its texture. It is then fpread 
out to dry ; the pieces being from four to fix or feven 
feet in length, and about half as broad. Thefe pieces 
arc joined by fmearing part of them with the glutinous 
juice of a berry, called tooo; and after being thus 
lengthened, they arc placed over a large piece of wood, 
with a fort of ftamp, compofed of a fibrous fubftance, 
laid beneath them. The manufadurers then take a 
bit of cloth, and having dipped it in a juice exprefled 
from the bark of a tree, called Kokka, rub it brifkly 
over the piece that is making. This leaves upon the 
furface a dry glofs,and a dull brown colour; and the 
ftamp makes, at the fame time,, a flight impreflion. 
Thus they proceed, joining and ftaining by degrees, till 
a piece of cloth, of the requifite length and breadth, is 
produced. They generally leave a border, about a foot 
broad, at the Tides, and rather longer at the cnd.s, un- 
ftained. I f any parts of the original pieces have holes, 
or are too thin, they glue fpare bits upon them, till their 
thicknefs equals that of the reft. Whenever they arc 
dcfirous of producing n black colour, they mix the 
juice of the Kokka with the foot procured from an oily 
!uit, called doocdooc. They aftert, that the black cloth, 
which is ufually moft glazed, makes a cold drefs; but 
the other a warm one. On our return, wq met with 
Feenou, whom wc took with us, and another young 
chief, on board to dinner; which when ferved up, 
neither of them would cat a morfel; faying that they 
were taboo avy: but w'hcn they founds that, in drefting 
the pig and fome yams, no avy (or w'atcr) had been 
made ufe of, they both fat down, and cat very heartily; 
they drank alfo our wine, on being afllircd no water was 


in it; from whence we inferred, that thev 
time, for fome particular reafon 
water; or that, perhaps, they did not like rh ” 
then ufed, it being taken out of one of r.V,"!.*■«« 
in the i(landers bached. 

Tuefday the 17th, was fixed uponbvM^r... 
for giving a grand haiva, or entertainmenr ^ 
were all this day invited to attend. Before ,k ’ 
rary hut of this chief, and near our land (Inc'”’”' 
large fpace had been cleared for that purpofe' 
morning vaft numbers of the natives came in 'fm i 
country, every one of whom bore on his niouIdcrVl„ ' 
pole at each end of which a yam war[fefcs 
Thefe poles and yams being depofited on each fid'„<• 
the open fpace, or area, formed two large heaps. p U 
up to the greateft advantage, and decorated with finS 
fifti of various kinds, i hey were a prefent from Mr 
reewagee to the two Captains Cook and Clerke Th 
neceffary preparations being made, the iflanders bean 
about eleven o’clock, to exhibit thofe dances 
they call Mai. The band of mafic, at firft, SSd 
of 70 men as a chorus, amidft whom were placed three 
inftruments, which wc called drums, though they did 
not much rcfemble them. They are cylindrical pieces 
of wood, from three to four feet in length, fome of 
them, trunks of trees, twice as thick as a man of ordi¬ 
nary fize, and fome finaller. They arc entirely hollow 
but clofe at each end, and open only by a chink, about 
three inches in breadth, running nearly the length of 
the drum. By this opening the reft of the trunk is hol¬ 
lowed; which muft bean operation of fomedifhculty. 
This mufical inftnimcnt is called by the natives Nafla; 
and having the chink turned towards them, they fit and 
beat vigoroufly upon it, with two cylindrical pieces of 
w'ood, as thick as- the wrift, and about a foot in length, 
by which means a rude, but loud and powerful found 
is produced. They vary at intervals, and occafionally 
the ftrength and rate of their beating, and likewife 
change the tones, by beating towards the end or mid¬ 
dle of the inftrument. 

In the firft dance were four ranks of 24 men each; 
Thefe held in their hands a fmall thin wooden inftru- 
ment, about two feet in length, refembling in its fliapc 
ail oblong paddle. With thefe inflruments, which are 
called pagge, they made diflferent motions; fuch as 
pointing then:» to the ground on one fide, and, at the 
Hime inftant, inclining their bodies the fame way; 
then fliifting them to the oppofite fide in the fame 
manner, and with fimilar inclinations; pafling them 
with great quicknefs from one hand to the other, and 
twirling them about with remarkable dexterity, and 
various rrumoeuvres. Their motions, which were flow 
at firft, quickened as the drums beat faftcr; and 
they repeated fentenccs the whole time in a mufical 
tone, which were anfwered by the chorus; but in a 
ftiorc time they all joined, and ended with a flitw^ 
After a ceflation of a few minutes, they began as be¬ 
fore, and continued with ftiort intervals, upwards 01 a 
quarter of an hour ; and then the rear rank dividing* 
moved flowdy round ciich end, met in the front, an 
formed the firft rank; during which movements t e 
whole number of performers continued to recite icn- 
tences. The other ranks did ruccelfively the fame, ti 
that which was foreinoft became the rear ; " 

lutiondid not ceafetill the laft rank regained its « 

fituation. A much quicker dance, though flow at > 

was then begun, and they fung for ten minutes, « 
the whole body, in a two-fold diredHon* * 

and then advanced, forming nearly a circular igu » 
which concluded the dance ; the chorus fetinn^ 
the drums being removed at the fame ume* 
fecond dance, were 40 men as a chorus, with on y 
drums; and the dancers, or rather adtors, con 
two ranks, the foremoft of which had ^ 7 V* 

the other 1 5. Feenou was in the middle 0 
rank, which is confidcred, on thefe 
principal place. They danced and 
with very Ihort intervals, for half an hour, . 
flowly, and at other times quickly, with the ig 
gree of exadtnefs and regularity. Towacus 





























































the rear rank divided, came round, and occupied the 
place of the front, which afterwards rcfiimed its foi- 
{ner fituadon. I his dance being finillted, the drums 
^■crc taken away, and the chorus retired, as in the pre¬ 
ceding dance. Three very large drums were now 
brought in, and 70 men formed a chorus to the third 
dance. This eonfifled of two ranks, of 16 men each, 
having young Toobou at their head, who was fplendid- 
ly ornamented with a kind of garment covered with 
red feathers. Thefe performers danced, fung, and 
nvirleii the pagge, fo as to meet with the continual ap- 
plaules of the fpedlators, who were particularly pleafed 
with one attitude, in which they held the face afide, as 
if alhamed, with the pagge before it. The hindmoft 
rank clofed before the front one, which foon after rc- 
fumed its place, as in the firft and fccond dances : then 
beginning again, they formed a triple row, divided, 
retreated to each end of the area, and left the ground 
almofl: clear. Two men rufiling in at that inflanc, 
began to exercife their clubs which they make ufc of 
in battle. They firA twirled them in their hands, and 
made circular ftrokes before them with great quicknefs, 
managing them with fuch (kill, that, though they flood 
clofe to each other, they never interfered. They fliifced 
the clubs, with uncommon dexterity, from one hand to 
the other; and, after fo me time, kneeled down, and 
made various motions, tofiing up their clubs in the air 
and catching them as they fell. They then retired as 
hailily as they entered. Their heads were ornament¬ 
ed with pieces of white cloth, faflened at the crown, 
with a wreath of foliage round their foreheads: and* 
that they might be free from every incumbrance they 
had only a very fmall piece of cloth tied round the 

L- r ^ in, and 

puthimfclf in a menacing attitude, as if he intended to 
itrike with his weapon at one of the people in the 
crowd; at the fame time bending the knee a little, and 
trembling as it were with fury. He continued in this 
pofitionneara minute, and then moved to the other 
lide, where, having flood in the fame poflurc, he haflilv 
retreated froni the area. During all this time the 
dancers, w'ho had divided themfelves into two parties 
continued to repeat fomething flowly; and they now 
concluding the dance 
« rS in our opinion, 

nrinrl ^ Capital performance, as fome of the 

C hi «'erc engaged in it; one of the drums 
bXn the king’s brother, another 

Mareewagee himfclf. In 
two drum. 40 mcnas a chorus, with 

in threr rn P®’’*°‘'mers were 6o men, arranged 

wc 'hey began, 

which ^ preliminary harangue, in 

lolus. ihev then .1.__ , 


u iuaui; iciponics CO a ipeakcr 

the choriK fentenccs alternately with 

tians. They divTd“eif-''f ^ 

^oeach other. parties, vith their backs 

and retre-i/ again; fliifted their ranks, divid- 

^dfed with by two men, who ex- 

'*00^ before, after whom came 

‘tor turns’ with'rhi'^^K 'be mean time repeating in 
included the dance advanced, and 

‘il£thrT''"xu''® '^°"'toued from eleven o’clock 
^ 3 sfpe(qarnre {lumber of ifianders who attend- 
trading nl-Jr thofe who were round 

Glinted cotr I ftfaggling about, 

^^liiartcr of n within the compafs pf 

Wtniith Had we underftood what was 

much inc we might probably have 

^ cuftoms nf refped: to the genius 

^onftantlyapnlaiirlM though the fpedtators 

^^^.aconndenhf^n^^ different motions, when well 
to arifi' f pleafure they received. 

recitl^T^ or, what the 

jJUcfcrvgj However, the mere ading part 

the plain account of the extenfive- 

)’> eafe motions, and the 

^''''fulnefs, and vivacity, with which 
In the evening we were entcr- 


P n« r * 

performed. 

1 


before the tmpora?“dw°e'ih"f plate^ “ 

thofe atHapaee iTtwo n/r 
men had a parr a numb- ^bem, m which fome vvo- 
a circle within theirs Tn^ ° ^arnc, and formed 

34 men, manymodons thaT weTaj'"' 
were made with the h mHc 5 before^ 

plaufe. Tlie mufic vac ’ ““t* met with great ap- 
of the evening-and in onp"'?^lf courfe 

felf appeared^at the hlT bim- 

drelfedir linen and ^ f^° was neatly 

round his neck ’ After t'h^r piifures were hung 
were made fenfible h ,r fi"ended, w1 

about. Notwn'chflandimr rb,* i ^igbt in walking 

a=:“5£sa5H 
Kisaassia!? 

inip. Upon this occafion thrcp ^ . 

canoe made loud lamentatio’ns over the pSr'bea£ 

hand^ breads with the pdms of theie 

hands, in a very violent manner Thi«j mrtri c 

prefeg r«,»w .he mik rtirt St M 

S?iHiS33 

IS green, it looks as if a hollow drcle had b^^ 

by bernihg. o„ fon.c occ.no^ b c f .ht 

the face with an inftrument A menrl,££r. ‘ 

on board the Difeovery. has infornld the writer ofihe 
hiftory of thefe voyages, that he had an opportunity of 
d fcoveringthereafon of a very lingular marn fttt 
above the temples of many of the chiefs In li r 
our excurfions into the country favs thi^ o^nr? ^ 
-P---e'I the day was kepTfa^Vehroghirr^^^^^ 
whole ifland; that nothing was fuffered to^hc fnM 

f [hat’fev‘^'^/'’f =“’yPood: and bcfidel' 

tha' fe\cral of our new acquaintance were miffinir’ 
Enquiring into the caufe, we were told rh-,?-. ' 

of deed .«d ’.h.. .hTcES, S i:,TC ■ 

I defeendants, flayed at home to have their tcmnlcs 

i huH r to this ifland oSv, 

rn rh r'r '° Several others, particular y 

W thofe of Ea-oowce. or Middleburgh. ^id Apoei’ 

This mark IS made on the left-fide. on the dcatTof a' 
mother, and on the right-flde when the father d”cs“ 
and on the death of a high-prieft, the firft joint of the 
httle finger is amputated. Thefe people have there 
fore their ichgious rites, though we were not able to 
"'b^" they were performed. 

This day Captain Cook beftowed fome prefents on 
Mareewagec, m return for thofe which had been re 
ceivcd from that chief the preceding day. and 

the enrertainments then exhibited called up’on us to 
make fome exhibition in return, he ordered all rhn 
marines to go rhrouorh their exercife nn r i 

the late cif es had^een perfo^mSC^ 

mg, fome fire.works were alfo played off at the fame 

place; 
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place. The king, tlic principal chiefs, and a vafl: 
multitude of people, wereprefent. The platoon firing 
feemed toplcafe them; but when they beheld our water 
rockets, they were filled with admiration and even 
ailoniflimcnt. They did not much regard the fife and 
drum : nor the French horns that were playing during 
the intervals. Poulaho lat behind every one, noper- 
fon being permitted to- fir behind him: and that his 
view might receive no obftrudion, none fat immedi¬ 
ately before him: a lane was made by the fpc(fl:ators 
from him quite down to the fpace allotted for playing 
olf the fire-works. While the natives were in expecta¬ 
tion of feeing our exhibition, they engaged, for the 
greatefi: part of the afternoon, in wreftling and boxing, 
^he firft of thefe cxcrcifes they call foohooi and the 
fecond fangatooti. When a perfon is defirous of wreft- 
ling, he gives a challange by croffing the ground in a 
kind of meafured pace, and clapping fmartly on the 
elbow joint of oite arm, which is bent, and fends foi th 
a hollow found. If no opponent (tops forth, he re¬ 
turns and fits down; though fometimes he (lands clap¬ 
ping his hands to provoke fome one to accept his chal¬ 
lenge. If an antagonill makes his appearance, they 
meet with marks of the greatefi: good nature, generally 
finding, and deliberately adjufiing the piece of cloth 
that is fafiened round the waill. By this, cloth they 
lay hold of each other, and he who fuccceds in drawing 
his opponent to him, inftantly endeavours to lift him 
upon his brcail, and throw him upon his back; and 
if he can turn round with him, in that pofition, two-or 
three times, before he throws him, his dexterity pro¬ 
cures him numerous plaudits from the fpeclators. 
Should they be more equally matched, they quickly 
clofe, and attempt to throw each other by entwining 
their legs, or raifmg each other from the ground ; in 
which druggies for vidory they difplay an extraordi¬ 
nary exertion of flrength and agility. When one of 
them is thrown, he immediately retires; while the 
conqueror fits down for near a minute, then rifes, and 
goes to tl-ve place from whence he came, where the vic¬ 
tory is proclaimed aloud. After having fat a fhort 
time, he rifes again, and challenges; and if fcvcral an- 
tagonids enter the lids, he has the privilege ofehoofing 
which of them he pleafesto engage with : he may alfo, 
Ihould he throw his competitor, challenge again,, till 
he himfclf is vanquifiied; in which cafe the people of 
the oppofite fide chant the fong of vi^flory in favour of 
their champion. It frequently happens, that five or 
fix rife from each fide, and give challenges together; 
fo that it is not uncommon to fee feveral fets engaged 
Oil the field at the fame time. They preferve great 
temper in this exercife, and leave the fpot without 
the lead difpleafure in their countenances. When 
they perceive,, upon trial, that they are fo equally 
matched, ay not to be likely to throw each other, they 
leave oflT by jnucual confent. Should it not clearly ap¬ 
pear which of them has had a fuperior advantage over 
the other, both fidcs proclaim the victory, and then 
they engage again; but no one, who has been van- 
quffiicd, is permitted to engage a fecond time with his 
conqueror. Thofe who intend to box advance fide- 
ways, changing the fide at every pace, having one arm 
dretched out before, the other behind j and holding in 
one hand a piece of cord, which they wrap clofely 
about it, when they meet with an opponent. This 
we think is intended to prevent a diflocation of the 
hand or fingers. Their blows are dealt out with great 
quicknefs and adWity, and are aimed principally at 
the head. They drike equally well with either hand. 
One of their mod dextrous blows is, to turn round on 
the heel, jud after they have druck their adverfary, 
and to give him another fimrt blow with the other 
hand backward. In boxing-matches, unlcfs a perfon 
drikes his antagonid to the ground, they never fing the 
fong of victory; which Ihews, that this divcrfion is 
lefs approved among them than wredling. Not only 
boyscngagcinboththefeexcrcifes; butitnotunfrequent- 
ly happens, that little girls box, for a fliort time, with 
great obdinacy. On all thefe occafions, they do not 
confider it as any difgrace to be vanquillied, and he 
3 


who is overcome firs down with as much inrl ff 

as if he had never entered the lids. 
pie contended with them in both excrcifcs 
generally worded ; except in a few infianccs’ wh^ 
Captain Cook obferves, « it appeared, that th^^V^ 
they were in of offending us, contributed morern u 
viaory,^ than the fupcnority of the perfon the 
gaged.” ^ 

OnThurfday the 19th, Captain Cook triouclit nr. 

per to mark out his intended prefents of ani ? 
which he defigned to leave behind him. He th 
fore affcmbled the chiefs before our houfc,'and inf 
ed them of his propofed didribution before his dm''* 
tare. To Poulaho, the king, he prefented an EnS 
bull and a cow; to Marcewagee a cape ram, and uva 
ewes, and to Fccnou a horfe and a marc. Omiali \va 
indruided to inform the chiefs, that no fuch animids 
exided within feveral months fail of their ifland- that 
we had brought them with much trouble and expencc. 
for their ufe; that, therefore, they ought to be careful 
not to kill any of them till they had murdplied con^ 
fidcrably; and, finally, that they and their children 
ought to remember, that they had received them from 
the natives of Britain. Omiah alfo explained to them 
their refpeidivc ufes, as far as his limited knowledge 
would permit, for he was not well verfed in fuch things. 
The captain had intended to give old Toobou two or 
three goats ; but finding that chief, who had not at¬ 
tended the meeting, though invited, indifferent about 
them, he added them to the Ibarc of Poulaho. As the 
captain intended, that the above prefents iliould remain 
with the other cattle, till wc were ready to fail, he dc- 
fired each of the chiefs to fend a man or two, to look 
after their rcfpedlive animals, along with our people, 
in order that they might be made acquainted with the 
manner of our treating them. The king and Feenou 
did fo; but ncirlicr Mareewagee, nor any other perfrn 
for him, took the leafl notice of the (beep afterwards. 
Indeed, it foon appeared, that fome were dilfatisfied 
with our difidbution of the animals; for on the 20ih, 
early in the morning, two of our Turkey-cocks, and 
one kid were miffing. Our commander being de¬ 
termined to have them reftored, feized on three canws 
that were along-fide the lliips; he then went on fliorc, 
and having found the king, his brother, Feenou, and 
fome other chiefs, in our houfe, he immediately placed 
a guard over them, and intimated to them, that they 
mull remain confined till not only the turkeys and kid, 
but the other articles of which we had been plundered, 
at different times, were rellored to us. On finding 
themfclvcs prifoners, they concealed their feelings, as 
well as they could; fat down to drink kava, with an 
appearance of unconcern; and affured the captain, that 
the things in queftion fliould all be returned. Soon 
afterwards, an axe, and an iron wedge were brought to 
us. In the mean time, fome armed natives began to 
affcmble behind the houle, but they difperfed when i 
part of our guard marched againll them; and thechiels, 
by the advice of the captain, gave orders, that no niorc 
fliould appear. Upon being invited to dine with ^ 
on board, they readily confented. Some 
having afterwards objected to Poulaho’s going, he ro 
up immediately, and declared, that he r. 

firfi: rnan. Wc all now repaired alx)ard,andthcc i 
remained in the lliips till four o’clock. - 

then condiK^lcd by the captain afliorc; and not b 
after their having landed, the kid, and one ort e 
keys were rellored to ii.s. On their promifing tw 
other turkey fiiould be brought back the next 
ing, both they and their canoes were rcicalcd- 
chiefs having left us, w'e w^alkcd out, with uj-hoed 

pany, toobferve how the natives in our neignod 
fared, for this was the ufual time of not 

found them in general, ill fupplicd; acircuni a 
to be wondered at, fince moll of the yams, ^ 
provifions they had brought with them, were 
of to US; and they were unwilling to fulk' 

own habitations, while they could procure 
nance near our poll. Our llation was upon • 
tivated point of land y fo that there \ycra no 
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. who had a fixed refidence within half a mile 
* Thofe therefore who were at our pod, were ob- 
r Tto live under trees, or in temporary huts; and the 
*^^oa-trees were firipped of their bi-anches, for the pur- 
of ereifling huts for the chiefs. . In the courfe of 
walk we found fix women at fupper, two of whom 
^re fed by others. When Omiah alked the reafon of 
circumftance, the women replied taboo mattee. 
TJpon further enquiry it appeared, that one of them, 
l^ut two months before, had walked the corpfe of a 
chief, on which account flie was not allowed to handle 
any food for five months; and that the other had per- 
fonned the fame kind office to the dead body of a 
nerfon of inferior rank, and was therefore under a 
tolar reftridlion, though not for fo long a fpace of 

Saturday the 2in:, early in the morning Poulaho, 
the king, came on board, to invite Captain Cook to the 
diverlions of a haiva, which entertainment he defigned 
to give the fame day. He had his head befmeared with 
ligmcnt, in order to communicate a red colour to his 
.iiir, which was naturally of a dark brown. After break- 
£ift, the captain attended him to the fhore, and found 
theiHanders very bufy in two places, fixing in a fquarc 
and upright pofition, four very long polls", at the dif- 
tance of near two feet from each other. They after¬ 
wards filled up with yams the fquare between the polls; 
and fallened llicks acrofs, from one poll to another, at 
the dillance of every four feet, to prevent the polls from 
feparating, by the weight of the inclofed yams, andalfo 
to afeend by. As foon as the yams had reached the 
fummit of the firll polls, they continued to fallen others 
to them, till each pile was 30 feet or more in height. 
On the top of one of the piles, they placed two baked 
hogs; and, on the top of the other, a living one; and 
another they tied by the legs half way up. The facility 
and difpatch with which thefe two piles were raifed, 
were very remarkable. Had our feamcn,” obferves 
Captain Cook, “ been ordered to execute fuch a work, 
they would have fworn, that it could not be performed 
without carpenters; and the carpenters would have 
called to their aid a dozen di lie rent forts of tools, and 
have expended, at Icafl, a hundred weight of nails; 
and, after all, it would have employed them as many 
days, as it did thefe people hours. But fcamen, like 
moll other amphibious animals, are always the mofl 
helplefs on land.’* Having compicated thefe two piles^ 
they accumulated fome other heaps of yams, and alfo 
of bread-fruit, on each fide of the area; to which a tur¬ 
tle, and a great quantity of filli were added. The 
whole of this, with fome red feathers, a mat, and a 
piece of cloth, compofed the king’s prefent to Captain 
Cook; and Poulaho feemed to be not a little proud at 
having exceeded, as he really did, Feenou’s liberality at 
Hapaee. About one o'clock, the Mai, or dances, 
were begun. The firfl very nearly rcfembled, what was 
performed on the opening of Marcewagee’s entertain- 
*^cnt. Thefecond was condui^led by young Toobou ; 
3 na in this four or five women were introduced, who 
quailed the men in the exadlnefs and regularity of 
eirmotions. Near the end, the performers divided, 
n order to leave room for two champions, who cxer- 
ka ™^^iubs. In the third dance, which was the 
.twooth^ermen, with clubs exhibited their (kill and 
dances were fucceeded by boxing and 
rink entered the lifts with a heavy 

made of the ftem of a cocoa-leaf, but could meet 
fion him in fo rough a diver- 

• low’ards evening the Bomai, or night dances 
the king himfelf, apparelled inEnglifli 
Ij^nufadhire, was a performer: but neither thefe, nor 
day-time, were fo capital as thofe 
<Jrdcr ^tid Marcewagee. The captain, in 

menr j ^be whole time of the entertain- 

^ould k Poulaho fat down by him, but 

which was owjng to the 
^tqueft ° k^ fi^male, who had been admitted, at his 
formed* P^^^ty, and who, as wew^ercin- 

W j. to himfelf. This lady 

No than fiic walked up to the king, w’ho 


ftc retired. 

and thTn^in into a glafs of winci 

his defire fnn paid him Pbeifance. Ac 

evening h ’^"e played ofFin the 

No moie entertainments being expedled on either 
fic e inoft oFthe natives had dereftedthe day after 
lahoshaiya. Still, however, w'e had thieves about 
us, and experienced continual infljinccs of their depre- 

ro^rs^col! A-' on 'he hills and 

dSnee ^ confiderable 

cliltancc from the flnps, was attacked by five or fix 

ifianders, who hrft began by throwing ftoiL. at which 
hey are vejy dexterous, and then finding he had no 
fire-arms, clofcd m with him. fiript him of his cloaths 
Kin « hich were all that he had about him. Cap¬ 
tain Cook complained to the king, but the offenders 
upon enquiry, being found to be boys, and the cloaths’ 
and bag of plants, of fmall value, Mr. Nelfon. una 
willing to embroil the inhabitants in any more difputcs’ 
interceded with the captain, as we were juff upon our 
ypai ture, not to make his lofs an object of content 
tion, but to take leave of the chiefs in tl4 moft friendly 
manner, who upon the whole, had behaved with lin- 

oHnih and gcncrofity. Some of the officers 

of both lliips, who had made an cxcurfion into the ina 
tenor parts of the ifland, returned on the 22nd in the 
evening alter an abfence of two days. They had taken 
tlieirmulkets and neceflary ammunition with them be- 
fidesfevcral fmall articles, the whole of which the natives 
had the dexterity to fteal from them, inthecourfeof their 
Ihort journey. Inconvenient confequences were likely 
to have attended this afftir, for when our plundered 
t^ravellcrs returned, they employed Omiah, without con- 
lulcing Captain Cook, to complain to the kino-of the 

treatment they had received. He, not knowing how 
the captain would proceed in this affair, and apprehend- 
ing that he might again lay him under reftraint, fet off 
early the next morning, and Fecnou followed his ex¬ 
ample, fo that not a chief of any authority was now re¬ 
maining ,n this neighbourhood. The captain was 
much oftended at this officious interference, and repri¬ 
manded Omiah for the fame. Upon this Omiah en¬ 
deavoured to bring back his friend Fecnou, and he fuc-’ 
ceeded in his negotiation, by afibring him, that nd 
violent mcaftircs would be purfued to oblige the native.-? 
to return the ftolen things. Trufting to this declara¬ 
tion, Feenou came back in the evening, and was re¬ 
ceived favourably. Poulaho alfo honoured us with 
his company the next day. The two chiefs, uppn this 
occafion, very juftly obferved to u.s, that, whenever any 
of our people wanted to take an excurfion into the 
country, they ought to be made acquainted with it, 
that they might order proper people to attend them, to 
prevent fuch outrages. Though the captain did not 
afterwards endeavour to recover the articles taken upon 
this occafion, the whole of them were returned, through 
the interpofition of Feenou, except one mufket, and a 
few other trifles. By this time alfo, wc recovered the 
tools and other matters that had been ftolen from our 
workmen. In a journal belonging to a perfon on 
board the Difeovery, we find the following remark: 

" During our ftay here, more capital thefts were com^ 
mitted, and more Indians puniftied than in all the 
Friendly Iflands bcfidcs: one was puniftied with 72 
lafhes, for ftealing only a knife; another with 36, for 
endeavouring to carry off two or three drinking glafles; 
three were puniflied with three dozen each, for heavl 
ing ftones at the wooders; but, what was ftill more cruel, 
a man for attempting to carry ofFan axe, was ordered to 
have his arm cut to the bone; which he bore without 
complaining. It is not to be wondered, that after fuch 
wanton acls of cruelty, the inhabitants ftiould grow 
outrageous; and, though they did not break out into 
open ads of hoftility, yet they vi-atched every oppor¬ 
tunity to be vexatious.*’ This Journaiift cannot w'e 
think fpcak from his knowledge, and muft have been 
mifinformed; for, in the firft place, we beg leave to ob- 
ferve, that fuch fcvcrc puniftimcnts as three and fix do.^ 

6 icri 
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zcn laflies are very feldom inflided on board a king’s 
lliip, and then only for enormous offences; and, in the 
next place, the whole of the above memorandum con- 
tradids all the moft authentic accounts of the kind 
behaviour of the natives of the Friendly Ifles, and like,- 
wife the well known humanity of our generous com¬ 
mander. We think it our duty to give a faithful detail 
of fadls and occurrences, from the bell authorities; nor 
is it lefs incumbent on us, to correa: all errors and 
miftakes that may come under our obfervation: thefe 
two obligations have hitherto been the objeds of our 
careful attention; and we hope, in the opinion of our 
friends and fubferibers, we fliall be found to have ful¬ 
filled them with a fcrupulous punduality. 

Wednefdayythe 25th, two boats that had been fent 
in fearch of a commodious channel to fea, returned. 
Our people reported, that the channel to the north, 
through which we came in, was imminently dangerous, 
being full of coral-rocks; but that there was a good 
paflage to the eaftward, though contraded, in one 
place, by the fmall iHands; confequently a wellcrly 
wind would be neceffary to get through it. The 
fhips being now completely (lowed, having wood and 
water as much as they could make room for, with hogs 
and bread-fruit in abundance, in fiiort ever)'thing they 
could contain, or the crews delire, orders were given to 
prepare for failing; and we intended to vifit the cele¬ 
brated little idand of Middleburgh, of which fowoer 
voyagers have given a moft flattering defeription: but 
as an eclipfc of the fun was expeded to be vilible on 
the fifth of next/month, the captain determined to flay 
till that time, in order to obferve it. Having now 
fome days of leifure before we fet fail, a party of us, 
accompanied by Poulaho, let out the next morning, 
being 'I'hurfday the 26th, in a boat, for Mooa, a fmall 
village, where moft of the great chiefs ufually relidc. 
Rowing up the inlet, we faw 14 canoes fifhing in com¬ 
pany, in one of which was Poulaho’s fon ; they had 
taken fome fine mullets, and put a dozen of them 
into our boat. In each canoe was a triangular net, 
extended between two poles, at the lower end whereof 
was a cod to receive and fccure the fi(h. They (hewed 
us their method of fifliing, which appeared to be an 
cflfedual one. A (hoal of filb was fuppofed to be upon 
one of the banks, which theyinftantly enclolcd in along 
net like our feine. This the fiflicrmcn, one getting into 
the water out of each boat, furrounded w'ith the trian¬ 
gular nets in their hands, with which they fcooped 
the filh out of the feine, or caught them as they at¬ 
tempted to leap over it. Taking leave of the prince 
and his fifliing party, we rowed to the bottom of the 
bay, and landed where we had done before, when we 
went to vifit Mareewagee. As foon as we landed, the 
king defired Onuah to tell me, that I need be under no 
appreheniion about the boat, or any thing in her, for 
that not a Angle article would be touched, or purloined 
by any one of his people, which w-e found afterwards 
to be true. We were immediately condudled to one 
of Poulaho’s houfes, which, though tolerably large, 
feemed to be his private place ofrefidence, and is fitu- 
ated within a plantation. The king feated himfelf at 
one end of the houfe, and his vifitants fat down in a 
femi-circle at the other end. A bowl of Kava was 
fpeedily prepared, and di red ions were given to bake 
fome yams. While thefe were getting ready, fome of 
us, together with a few of the king’s attendants, and 
Omiah as interpreter, walked out to tjike a view of a 
Fiatooka, or burying-place, at a fmall diftance from 
the habitation. It belonged to the king, and confifted 
of three pretty large houfes; fituated on a rifing ground, 
with a fmall one not far oft', all ftaiiding in a line 
lengthwife. The largeft of the three was the middle 
houfe, which was placed in an oblong fquare, 24 paces 
by 28, and elevated about three feet. The other houfes 
were placed on little mounts. On the floors of thefe 
houfes, as allb on the tops of the mounts, were fine 
loofe pebbles; and the whole was enclofed by large 
flat ftones of coral-rock. One of the buildings was 
open on one fide, and two wooden bufts of men, rudely 
carved, were within it. Wc enquired of the natives 

3 


who followed us (but were not permitted tn 
what thefe images were? Who informed 
intended for memorials of fome chiefs who h ^ 
buried in that place, and not meant as the rp r 
tives of any deity. Such monumental • ' 

prefumed, are feldom raifed; for thefe aun^’^ “ 
have been ereefted many ages. We wer/ir 
that dead bodies had been buried in each ofTr’ 
houfes, but no traces of them were to be feen n 
carved head of an Otaheitc canoe, which had 1 
driven afltorc on their coaft, was depofited in *1 
them. Atthe fwt of the rifing ground was ilf 
plot whereOT different large trees were planted; amot 
which were feveral large ones, called Etoa. They gread? 
refemble the cyprefs, and have a folemn effed A row 
of low palms was alfo planted near one of the houfes 
After having refrefiied ourfelvcs with fome provifions 
which we had brought from our fliips, we took a pretu 
large circuit into the country, attended by one of the 
king’s minifters, who would not i'ufler any of the rabble 
to follow us, and obliged thofc whom we met in our ex- 
curfion, to fit down while wc were palling; a mark of 
refpea (licwn only to their fovereigns. In our pro- 
grefs wc obferved the greateft part of the counts to 
be cultivated ; being planted with various kinds of 
produifHons, and moft of thefe plantations were en- 
clofcd with fences. It is true, fome fpots were fal- 
low; there were alfo others that remained in a ftatc of 
nature; and, yet even thefe laft were of public utility, 
in artbrding the imtives timber, as they were generally 
covered with trees. We faw likcwifc,*in our walk, fc- 
veral large uninhabited iflands (belonging as we were 
told to the king) many public roads, and abundance of 
foot-paths leading to every part of the ifland. Hcncc 
travelling was rendered eafy and plcafant: but it is re¬ 
markable, that when we were on the moft elevated 
fpots of ground, lOO feet at leafl, above the level of the 
fca, we often met w'ith the fame coral rock fSund on 
the (bore, prqjeding above the furface ; and having all 
thof'e uncqualitics, ufually feen in rocks that lie within 
the wafli of the tide; and yet, thofe veiy fpots, almoft 
wholly deftitute of foil, were covered with luxuriant 
vegetation. Our guide conducted us to feveral litrie 
pools, and to fome fprings of wearer; but in general, 
they were either (linkingor brackifh; though thought 
by the natives to be excellent. The former were moftly 
inland, and the latter near the (bore of the bay, and 
below high water mark; fo that only when the 
tide w'as out tolerable water could be taken up from 
them. 

In the dufk of the evening, we returned from our 
walk, and found our fupper ready. It confifted of filh, 
yams, and a baked hog, in which all the culinary art? 
had been difplayed. There being nothing to amufe us 
after fupper, wc lay down to deep, according to £ c 
‘cuftom of the country, on mats fpread upon the floor, 
and had a covering of cloth. The king, "’u® ^ 
made himfelf very happy with fome of our 

brandy, flept in the houfe, as did many others o t 

natives. Before day-break, they all rofe, and 
into converfation by moon-light. -As foon a» i£ 
day, they difperfed different ways; but it was not o g 
before they all returned, accompanied by j 

their countrymen. While they were preparing a 
of Kava, Captain Cook went to pay a vifit to on • 
Captain Furneaux’s friend, who had a houie . 
diftant, which, for (ize and ncatnefs was hardly ^ 
cd in the place. Flere alfo we found a 
paring a morning draught. The chief made a P 
to the Captain of a live hog, and one that was 
alfo a quantity of yams, and a large P^ ^ j his 
When we returned to the king, we found he* 

attendants drinking the fecond bowl of Kava. • 
ing emptied, he informed Omiah, that he "as 

diatcly going to perform a mourning ceremon * 

Toogc, in nicinory of a fon w'ho had be^ 
time, and defired us to accompany him. 
pedting to fee fomewhat new and ' ue king 

complied with his requefl. The two ria 

did, was to (lep out of the houfe, attended y 
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and put on a new cloathing, over which was 

'Ta«d an old ragged mat. that might have ferved his 
P f grandfather upon a finrular occalion. His at- 
nts were habited in the fame manner, excepting 
1 ^in poiuf of antiquity, none of their mats could vie 
•rh that of their mailer. Thus equipped, we marched 
preceded by eight or ten perfons in the fame uni- 
each of them having likewife a green bough 
^hnut his neck. Poulaho held his bough in his hand 
® jl approached the place of rendezvous, when he 
^Ifo put round his neck. We now entered a fmall 
? lofurc, wherein was a neat houfe, and a man fitting 
before it! As the .company entered, they took the 
branches from their necks, and threw them away. The 
king feated himfelf, and the rcll of his people fat be¬ 
fore him in the ufual manner. By the arrival of other 
rfoiis,the circle increafed to upwards of an hundred, 
principally old men, all drefled in the manner above 
deferibed. The company being alTembled, a large 
root of Kava was produced by one of the king’s fervants, 
from whence was extraded liqjuor fufficient to fill a 
capacious bowl chat would contain, at Icafl, five gallons. 
Many perfons now began to chew the root, and the 
bowl was filled up to the brim. Others were employed 
in making drinking cups of plantain leaves. The fii ft 
cup that was filled, being prefenred to the king, he 
ordered it to be given to another perfon; the Iccond 
was alfo brought to him, and he drank it; the third 
was offered to Captain Cook. Afterwards fcveral cups 
were given to others, till the whole of the liquor was cx- 
haufted; and, though not half the company partook of 
it, no one appeared in the leaft dilfatisfied. Each cup 
as it was emptied, was thrown upon the ground, whence 
it was taken up, and carried to be filled again. All 
this time the chief, and his whole circle, fat with a 
great deal of gravity, fcldom fpeaking a word to each 
other. All this while we were in expectation of feeing 
the mourning ceremony begin, when, to our great fur- 
prize, as foon as the Kava was drank out, they all rofe 
up and difperfed; Poulaho, at the fame dine, informed 
us, he was now ready to attend us to the Ihips. The 
Kava is a fpecies of pepper, branching conliderqbly, 
with large hcart-lhapcd leaves, and jointed ftorks. 
The natives eftcem it a valuable article, taking great 
care to defend the young plants from injury, which 
they generally ^t about their houfes. They do not 
often exceed, wnen full grown, the height of a man, 
though we have fecn fome much higher. The root is 
the only part ufed at thefe iflands, f rom whence their 
lavourite potation is extracted. The quantity put into 
each cup is about a quarter of a pint. It has no percep¬ 
tible effeCT on thefe people, who ufe it fo frequently; 
but on fome of ours it operated like our fpirits, occa- 
fioning intoxication, or rather ftupefadion. The 
mourning ceremony being qver, to our no fmall dif- 
appointment, we left Mooa, and let out on our return 
lo the fliips. Rowing down the inlet, we met wdth 
two canoes returning from fiftiing. Poulaho ordered 
^ 1 W^^^ch him, and took from them every fifli 
mcll. He afterwards ftopped two other canoes, 
^rehed them, and found nothing. He gave us foipc 
? fiflij and the reft were fold by his fervants on 
^rd the fliip. Proceeding down the inlet, ^'c over- 
00 ' a lai^e failing canoe, when every perfon on board 
ct at down till wc had pafied; even the man who 
bur ■ he could not poftibly manage the helm, 

Po pofture. Having been informed by 

On^ that there was fome good water at 

of th^1 iftand, about a league from the mouth 
brackflT "'5 l^tidcd there, but found it extremely 
onlv f iftand is quite in its natural ftate, and 

as a fiftiing-place; having nearly the 
as Palmcrfton’s Iftand. When we 
that e on board, wc were informed, 

kneecontinued quiet during our ab- 
"’bich ^ hngle theft having been committed ; of 
had Futrafaihe, the king’s brother, who 

^lirincr ^he management of his countrymen, 

^hfcnce, boafted not a little. This evinces 
r^wer the chiefs have, when they are difpofed to 


execute it; which is not often to be expedfed; for 
\^hateverwas ftolen from us, was generally conveyed 

them. But the good conduct of the natives was of 
Ihort duration, for, 

Saturday the 28th, fix of them aflliulrcd fome of our 
people, who were fawing planks; in confcquence of 
which they were fired at by our feiury: one of them 
was fuppofed to be wounded, and three were made 
pnfoners. The latter were confined till night, when 
they were punifticd; and fet at liberty. After this 
their behaviour was very decent and circumfpedl; pc- 
calioncd, as we thought, by the man being wounded ; 
for, till this time, they had only heard of the eflecl of 
our fire-arms, but now they had felt it. Wc were not 
miftaken in our conjeifhire, for Mr. King and Mr. An- 
derfbn, in an excurlion they took into the country, met 
with the very man, and found indubitable marks of his 
having been w'ounded with a muftcet ball. Nothing 
worthy of notice happened at the (hips for two 
days; wc (hall therefore fill up that interval with an 
account of Mr. Anderfon’s excurlion into the coun¬ 
try, juft mentioned. 

On Monday the 30th, Mr. King and Mr. Anderfon 
accompanied Futtafkihe as vifi^ors to his hoiife, which 
is not far from that of his brother Poulaho, at Mooa. 
Soon after they arrived a good lizcd hog was killed, 
which was effeded by repeated ftrokes upon the head. 
The hair was then curiouily feraped off with the fliarp 
edge of pieces of bamboo, and the entrails taken out by 
the famefimple inftrument. Previous to this an oven 
hid been prepared, which was a large hole dug in the 
earth, the bottom of which was covered with ftones, 
about the fize of a man’s fift, and made red hot by 
kindling a fire over them : they then wrapped fome of 
thofe ftones in leaves of the bread-fruit-tree, with which 
they filled the hog’s belly; ftuffing in a quantity of 
leaves, and a plug of the fame kind, to prevent their 
falling out. This being done, the carcafs was placed 
upon fome fticks laid acrofs the ftones, and covered 
with plantain-leaves. The earth was afterwards dug 
up all round ; and the oven being thus cffciftually 
clofed, the operation of baking required no farther aid. 
While this was doing, our gentlemen amufed them- 
fclves by w alking about the country, but faw nothing 
remarkable, except a Fiatooka, about 30 feet high. 
At a fmall diftance therefrom, were fcveral Etooa-trees, 
whereon they faw a great- number of Ternate-bats, 
making a moft difagreeable noife. Not having their 
muikets with them at this time, they could not kill 
any, but fome taken at Annamooka, meafured almoft 
a yard, when the wings were extended. On their re¬ 
turn to Futtafaihe’s dwelling, the baked hog was 
brought out, accompanied with fome cocoa-nuts, and 
feveral balkets of baked yams. The perfon who pre¬ 
pared the hog in the morning, now cut it up in a 
mafterly manner, with a knife made of fplit bamboo. 
Though the weight was, at leaft, nearly feven ftonc, 
the whole was placed before them; when they took a 
fmall parr, and deft red the reft might be diftributed 
among the people fitting round. Futtafaihe could 
hardly be prevailed upon to cat a morfcl. Dinner be¬ 
ing ended, we went with him, and his attendants, to 
the fpot where Poulaho’s mourning ceremony was per¬ 
formed. They faw nothing but a kind of continuation 
of the fame iblemn rites, by way of condolence. Upon 
enquiring into the reafon'of this tranfaiftion, they were 
informed, that it was in memory of a chief who had 
long fince died at Vavaoo; that they had pra( 5 lifed it 
ever fince, and ftiould continue to do fo for a conlide- 
rable length of time to come. In the evening, they 
were entertained with a pig for fupper, drelfed like* 
the hog, and, as that, accompanied with yams and 
cocoa nuts. When fupper was over, a large quantity 
of cloth was brought for them to flecp on ; but they 
were difturbed in their repofe, by a lingular piece of 
luxury, with wEich men of confcquence in this'ifland 
indulge themfelves, namely, that of being thumped or 
patted, till and wEilc they are afleep. Tw’O women, who 
fat by Futtafaihe, performed this office, which «hey call 
tooge toogc, by ftriking his body and legs with both 
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fifts, till he fell aOecp, and with fome intervals, con¬ 
tinued it the whole night. If the perfon is afleep, 
they abate a little of the ftrength and brifknefs of the 
beating: but if they obferve the leafl: appearance of 
his awaking, they refume it. In the morning they 
Were informed, that Futtafaihe’s women relieved 
each other, and went alternately to flcep. Such a prac- 
tife as this, in any other country, would be fuppofed 
to be deftruclivc of all reft ; but here it operates like 
an opiate, and ftrongly points out what habit will 
cfFe<ft. The noife occafioned by this extraordinary 
cuftom, was not the only bar to their fleeping; for the 
people who peifTed the night in the houfe, not only 
converfed frequently w'ith each other, as in the day¬ 
time ; but all go^ up before it was light, and made a 
hearty meal on fifti and yams, which were brought to 
them by a perfon, wlio feemed to be well acquainted 
with the ufual or appointed time of their noclurnal 
repaft. 

The next morning, being July the ift, they walked 
down the caft-fide of the bay to the point, accompa¬ 
nied by Futtafaihe. The country appeared in a fine 
ftate of cultivation, but not fo many inclofiires as at 
Mooa; and among the great number of plantain-fields, 
there was one at leaft a mile long, in excellent order, 
every tree growing with great vigour. They found, 
that in travelling, Futtafaihe exercifed a power, which 
evinced the great authority the principal men are in- 
vefted w ith. To one place he fent for fifti; to another 
for yams, See. and his orders were as readily obeyed as 
if he had been abfolute mafter of all the peoples pro¬ 
perty. When we came to the point fomething was 
mentioned by the natives concerning a man, who, they 
faid, had been fired at by one of our guard; and upon 
our deliring to fee the perfon, they condudfed us to a 
houfe, wherein w'as a man who had been fliot through 
the flioulder, but not dangcroufly. The ball had en¬ 
tered a little above the inner part of the collar¬ 
bone; and paired out obliquely backward. From the 
ftate of the wound, and feveral particular circumftances, 
we were certain, that he was the perfon who had been 
fired at by one of our fentinels, three days before; 
though pofitive orders had been given, that none of 
our people fhould load their pieces with any thing but 
fmall fhot. There were many of them ready to (wear 
they had loaded only with thcfc; and how the finglc 
mufket happened to be that day charged with ball. 
Captain Cook could never find out. Our gentlemen 
gave fome dircdlions how to manage the wound, to 
which no remedy had been applied ; and the natives 
feemed pleafed, when they were informed it would 
get well in a certain time. But on their departure, 
they requefted of them to fend the wounded man fome 
yams, and other forts of food ; and in fuch a manner, 
that it was concluded they confidcred it to be our duty , 
to fiipport him, till he might be able to fupply his 
wants with his own labour. They crofted the bay, in 
the evening, to our ftation, in a canoe procured by 
Futtafaihe, who exercifed his authority by calling to 
the firft that appeared. He had alfo brought to him 
at this place, by a lervant, a large hog, and .a bundle of 
doth, which he wanted them to accept of as a prefent 
from him; but the boat being fmall, they objeded; 
and he ordered it to be conveyed over to them the 
next day. Thus ends Mr. A^derfon’s account of his 
excurlion. 

On Wednefday the 2nd, Captain Cook examining 
the micrometer, belonging to the board of longitude, 
found fome of the rack work broken, and that the in- 
ftrument could not be repaired, nor rendered fit for 
ufe, by the time of the expeded eclipfc, tlioiigh we had 
prolonged our ftay with a view of making obfervations 
when this event Ihould take place. Being thus difap- 
pointed in our expectation, we began to prepare for 
our depajrturc, by getting this day on board all our cat¬ 


tle, poultry, and other animals, cxcent rli^Nr « 
defined to remain. The captain dehmeH ‘ 1 ”' 
a Turkey-cock and hen; but two hens h 
dcfVroycd by accident, and widiing to 
to Otahcite, he referved the only remaininl?,- r 
place. We had brought three hens to thc?c msha 
of which was firangled, and the other was k laV"' 
ufelcfs dog belonging to one of our officers Tk * 
tain afterwar^ repented his not having 
preference to Tongataboo, as the prcfenFwlidv''’' 
been more valued there than at Otaheitc- and k ' 
perfuaded the natives of the former ifland would 
taken more pains to multiply the breed (^ n, j 
we unmoored, worked out of the bay and 1“' 
Ihips behind Pangimodoo, where we\y i„ rcadLt 
to take the advantage of a favourable wind to tak. , 
through the gut, m our way to Eooa-whc, or Middfc 
burgh. The king w-ho thi.s day dined with us took 
particular notice of the plates; which the captainr 
Icrving, made him an offer of one, cither of pewter Z 
earthen-ware : he made choice of the firft, and •«“- 
tioned the feveral ufes to which he intended to 


it; two of which were fo very cxtraordinaiT thaS 


Whenever he (hould vifitany 


deferve to be related. ___ 

of the other iftands, he faid he would lesivc'thirplatc 
behind him at Tongataboo, as his reprcfcmative,Wc 
the people might, in his abfence, pay it the homage due 
to himlelf in perfon. On being afkcd, how k had 
ufually been reprefented in his abfence, before he \m 
in pofTeftlon of a plate, he informed us, that this fm- 
gular honour had always been conferred on a wooden 
bowl, in which he wallied his hands. The other ufe to 
which he meant to apply the plate inftcad of the bowl, 
was to difeover a thief. When any thing had been 
ftolcn, and the thief not deteefted, the people were af- 
fcmblcd before him, when he walhed his hands in the 
vcflcl. After this it was cleanfed, and every man ad¬ 
vanced, and touched it with his hand, in the fame 
manner as they touch his foot when they offer him 
obeifance. If touched by the guilty perfon, hedropped 
down dead immediately; and if any one refufd to 
touch it, fuch refufal was confidcred as a fufficient 
proof of guilt. On Saturday the 5th, the day of the 
eclipfe, the weather in the morning was cloudy, with 
fome fhowers of rain. About nine o’clock, the fun 
broke out at fliort intervals for about half an hour, but 
was totally obfeured juft before the commencement of 
th^ eclipfc. The fun again appeared at intervals till 
about the middle of the eclipfe; but was fecn no more 
during the remainder of the day, fo that we could not 
obferve the end. I’his difappointment was the Icfsto 
be lamented, as the longitude was fufficiently deter¬ 
mined by lunar obfervations. The eclipfe being over, 
we packed up the inftruments, took down the obfer- 
vatorics, and every thing was conveyed on board. 
None of the natives having taken the leaft notice or 
care of the fhcep allotted to Marcevvagee, the captain 
ordered them to be carried back to the fhips. He was 
apprehenfiVc, that if he ftiould leave them there, they 
would probably be deftroyed by the dogs. Thcfc ani¬ 
mals did not cxift upon the iftand in 1773, when Cap¬ 
tain Cook firft vifited it; but there are now penty 
of them among the chiefs, partly from the breed lincc 
that time, and partly from fome imported from an 
iftand not very remote, called Feejee. At * 
however, the dogs have not got into any Oj 
Friendly iftands, except Tongataboo. j 

add fome particulars about this and its produc 1 
for which we arc indebted to Mr. -fu- 

fpent many weeks upon it, and had 
nitics of gaining accurate information; and is 
fearches will fupply the imperfeClions or dencU' 1 
i.i our former account of this iftand; but to 
particulars, we beg leave to refer our readers 
chapter following. 
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CHAP, 


VI. 


T ONGATABOO, Amftcrdam, or Tonga, (as it is 
fometimcs called by the natives) is about 6o miles 
in circuit, rather oblong, though broadeft at the eaft 
end, aiid its greatcll length is from eafl to weft. The 
fouch lliore is ftraight, confifting of coral-rocks, eight 
or ten feet high, terminating perpendicularly, except 
infomc few places, where it is interrupted by fmall 
fandy beaches, wherenn, at low water, a range of black 
rocks may be feen. I’hc weft end is not above five or 
fix miles broad, but has a fliore fomewhat like that of 
the fouth-fidc; whereas the whole north-fidc is en¬ 
vironed with ftioals and idands, and the ftiorc within 
them low and fan.!)-. The caft-fide or end is, moft: 
probably, like the louih; as the ftiore begins to alTume 
a rocky appearance, towards the N. E. point, though 
not above feven or eight feet high. This ifland may, 
with great propriety, be called a low one, as the trees, 
on the weft part, where we now lay at anchor, only ap- 
pcircd; and the eminent parr, that can be feen from a 
Ihip, is the S. E. point; though many gently rifing 
and declining grounds are obfervablc by one* who is 
afhore. The general appearance of the country docs 
noi afi’ord'Chat beautiful kind of landfcape that is pro¬ 
duced from a variety of hills and valleys, lawms, rivu¬ 
lets, and cal'cadcs; but, at the fame time, it conveys to 
a fpeftator an idea of the moft exuberant fertility, 
vhethcr we attend to the places improved by art, or 
thofe ftill in a natural ftatc; both which yield all their 
'cgctabie prodiidlions wdeh the greateft vigour, and 
perpetual verdure. At a diftance, the furfacc feems 
entirely cloathed with trees of various fizes; fome of 
vhichare very large; but the tall cocoa-palms rnife 
tneir tufted heads high above the reft, and arc a noble 
^ament to any country that produces them. The 
of the fig, with narrow pointed leave.*;, 
sme largeft fized tree upon the ifland; and the moft 
fw ^‘^all trees, cfpccially toward the 

liihif pandamus, the faitanoo, fcveral forts of 
bp r others. A coral rock appear.*’ to 

that ifiand, which is the only kind of foil 

Icaft ftiorc: nor did we fee the 

'blue other ftonc, except a few fmall 

fmoorrM*? ^^ot the Fiacookas ; and a 

Jydius nf fomething like the lapis 

thefe hfi- natives make their hatchets: but 

^^ve been brought from other 
iron-rnlm ^^-^‘^^S^^ourhood; for a piece of ftatey 
^asnevf'r r ^ bought at one of them, which 

Though, in many places, the 
parts ^urt^icc, the foil is, in moft 

^kivatpH depth. In thofe that are un- 

produced of a loofc black colour; 

Tieath* from rotten vegetables: under- 
^''atkindi^j clayey ftratum ; for a foil of 

in the 

Ihore in fevcral places tcrv\ ard 

apnc3r« of any height; and when broken 

^ i^row’njrt, ^ °^tjmes of a redclifh, though oftener of 
VVhp ° u colour, and of a pretty ftift' confif- 
or rarK*-^ fhorc is low, the foil is commonly 
^^^yields hiiik of coral duft ; w^hich how- 

!f/ometinic<{. with great luxuriance; and 

climate if nnfucccfsfuily, by the natives, 

r- from the licuation towards 


countries nearer 

j^efcafonofthe year. which was novv the winter V 
nice. The winds are, for the mod part, from fome 
point between S. and E. and, when moderate, are com^ 

When thc» blow 

in r ^ r cloudy, though open ; and 

m fuch cafes, there is frequently rain. The wind fome- 
t mes veers to the N. E. N. N. E. or even N. W. 
but never Ms long, nor blows ftrong from thence; 
nnH r^ accompanied by iieaw rain, 

velr^ f'" ft'cceilion of 

vegetables has been already menuone^ ; but it is not 

certain that the changes of weather, by wliich it is 

brought about, arc confiderable enough to make them 
perceptible to the natives as to their method of life or 
rather that they Ihould be very fcnfiblc of the different 
lealons. This, perhaps, may be inferred from the date 
ot their vegetable produdions. which are never fo 
much affeded, with refped to the foliage, as to died 
that all at once; for every leaf is fucccededby another, 
as M as It falls ; which caufes that appearance of uni- 
venal and continual fpring found here. 

The principal of the cultivated fruits are plantains, 
of which they have 15 difl-ercnt forts; bread-fruit, two 
kinds of fruit found at Otahcitc. and known there 
under the names ofjambu and cevee; the latter a kind 
ot plumb; and vaft numbers of ftiaddocks, which, 
however, ^e found as often in a natural ftatc, as 
planted. The roots are yams, of which are two forts; 
one black, and fo large, that it often weighs 29 or 20 
pounds ; the other white and long, fcldom weighing a 
pound. Here is a large root, called kappe; one, iioc 
unlike our white potatoes, called mawhaha; the talo, 
or coccos of other places; and another, named jeejee. 
Bcfides vaft: numbers of cocoa-nut trees, here are three 
other forts of palms, two of which arc very fcarce. 
One of them is called becoo; which grows almoft as 
high as the cocoa-tree, has very large leaves plaited 
like a fan, and clufters or bunches of globular nuts, not 
larger than a fmall piftol ball, growing amonc^ft the 
branches, with a very hard kernel' which is fometimcs 
eaten. Thcothtris a kind of cabbage-tree, notdif- 
tinguifliable fiom the cocoa, but By being rather 
thicker, and by having its leaves more ragged? It has 
a cabbage three or four feet long; at the top of which 
arc the leaves, and at the bottom the fruit, which is 
fcarccly two inches long, rcfcmbling an oblong cocoa- 
nut, with an infipid tenacious kernel, callccf by the 
natives, nceoogoola, or red-cocoa, nut, as it aftlimes 
a rcddilli caft when ripe. The third fort is called ongo 
ongo, and much commoner, being generally found 
planted about the Fiatookas. It feldom grows higher 
than five feet, though fometimcs to eight; and has a 
vaft numlxT of oval comprefted nuts, as large as a 
pippin, fticking immediately to the trunk, among the 
leaves, which are not ear. In this ifland is plenty of 
excellent fugar-cane, which is cultivated; gourds, 
bamboo, turmeric, and a fpecics of fig, about the ftze 
of a fmall cherry, called matte, which though wild is 
fometimcs eaten. The catalogue of uncultivated 
plants is too large to be enumerated. Bcfides the 
Pemphis, Decafperniim, Mallococca, Maha, and fome 
other new genera, there are a few more that cfcaped 
6 K r»r. 

































Dr. Fofter’s curious eye: bur, perhaps, the difterent 
feafons of the year, and his fliort ftay, did not give him 
an opportunity to notice them: in our longer flay heic, 
not more than a fourth part of the trees and plants were 
in flower; a circumllance abfolutely ncceirary, to ena¬ 
ble one to difbnguifli the various kinds. 

In this ifland are no other quadrupeds but hogs, 
fome dogs, and a few rats. Fowls, which are of a large 
breed, are domeHicatcd here. Ot the birds are par¬ 
rots, fomewhat fmallcr than the common grey ones, 
having an indiflerent green on the back and wings, the 
tail bluifli, and the refl of a footy or chocolate brown; 
parroquets, not larger than afparrow, of a fine yellowifh 
green, with bright azure on the crown of the head, 
and the throat and belly red; befides another fort as 
large as a dove, ith a blue crown and thighs, the 
throat and under part of the head crimfon, as alfopart 
of the belly, and the reft a beautiful green. Here 
are owls, about the fize of our common ones, but 
of a much finer plumage; cuckoos mentioned at 
Palmerllon’s Ifle; king-filhers, about the fize of a 
thrulh, of a greenilh blue, with a white ring about the 
neck; and a bird of the thrufli kind, almofi: as big, of 
a dull green colour, with two yellow wattles at the bafe 
of the bill, which is the only Tinging one we heard at \ 
this place; but it compenfates a good deal for the want j 
of other fongfiers, by the firength and melody of its I 
notes, which fill the woods' at dawn, in the evening, j 
and at the breaking up of bad weather. The other 
land-birds are rails, a« large as a pigeon, of a variegated 
grey colour, with a rufly neck; a black fort with red 
eyes, not larger than a lark; violet-coloured coots, with 
bald red crowns; two forts of fly-catchers; a very 
fmall (wallow; and three forts of pigeons; one of 
which is the (ize of the common fort, of a light green 
on the back and wings, with a red forehead ; and ano¬ 
ther, fomewhat Icfi, of a purple brown, but whitilh 
underneath. Of water-fowl, and fuch as frequent 
the fea, are the ducks feen at Annamooka, though 
fcarce here; blue and white herons; tropic birds; 
common noddies; white terns; a new fpecies of a 
leaden colour, with a black creft; a fmall bluifli cur¬ 
lew; and a large plover, fpotted with yellow. Be- 
lides the large bats, mentioned before, there is alfo the 
common fort. The only noxious or difgufling animals 
of the reptile or infe( 5 l tribe, are fea fnakes, three feet 
long, with black and white circles alternately, often 
found on fliore; fome fcorpions and centipedes. 
There are fine green guanoes, a foot and a half long; 
another brown and fpotted lizard, about a foot and a 
half long; and tw'o other fmall forts. Among the 
other forts of infeds, arc fome beautiful moths; butter¬ 
flies; very large fpiders; and others; making, in the 
whole, about fifty different kinds. Though the fea 
aboiinds with lifli, the variety is lefs than might be ex- 
peded. The mod: frequent forts arc the mullets; par¬ 
rot fifli; filver fifh; old wives; beautiful fpotted foies; 
leather jackets; bonnetos; and albicores; befides the 
eels mentioned at Palmerflon’s ifland; fome fharks; 
rays; pipe filh; a fort of pikes; and fome curious 
devil fifli. The numerous reefs and flioals on the north 
fide of the ifland, afford flieltcr for an endlefs variety of 
flicll-fifli; among which are many much effeemed in 
Europe; fuch as the true hammer oyffer; of which, 
however, none could be obtained entire; a large inden- 
tated oyffer, and many others; but none of the com¬ 
mon fort; panamas, cones; a gigantic cockle, found in 
the Eaft Indies; pearl-flicll oyftcrs; and many others 
hitherto unknown to the moff diligent enquirers after 
that branch of natural hiflory. Here arc likewife fc- 
veral forts of fea-eggs; and many very’fine ffar-fifli; 
befides a confidcrable variety of corals; among which 
are two red forts; the one moff elegantly branched, the 
other tubulous. And there is no Icfs variety among 
the crabs and cray-fiib, which abound here. 

On Monday, the 7th, early in the morning, a large 
canoe w’ent along fide the Difeovery, in w'hich w'ere 
three men and a wdman, of fuperior dignity to tyiy her 
company had yet feen to come aboard. One of them, 
fuppofed by his venerable appearance, to be the high 
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prieff, held a long pole orfpear in his har^TT" 
he tied a white flag, and began an oration whirtT."'' 
a conlidcrable time. After it was conclun!!^ 
cended the fide of the fhip, and fat down 
compofure, on the quarter deck, till he wa^* 
captain Clcrke, who. after the ufual falut“il'‘'!’"! 
him, and his attendants, into the great cabin-’S?* 
latter declined the invitation; and to make k ^ 
dignity of the great perfonage, in whofe prefenr?,?' 
were, they proffrated themfclvcs before him rh^ 
men as well as the men, and kiffed the foie of hi! 
foot. This aged iffandcr brought with him 
fent to captain Clerke, four large hogs, fix fowls £ 
a proportionable quantity of yams and plantains 
return, the Captain gave him a printed gown aCh' 
nefelooking-glafs, fome earthen ware, ate. which^ 
accepted with great courtely, and with anairof dirmi^ 
which remarkably diffinguifficd him. The Cania’ 
and oflicers paid him great attention, and (hewed him 
the different accommodations on board the (hip 
which he exprelfed great affoniflimcnt. He was then 
invited to eat, which he declined. He was offered 
wine, of which the C aptain drank firft; he put it to 
his lips, taffed it, but returned the glafs. Havingbeen 
on board little more than an hour,"he was defirous of 
taking leave, and pointed to a little ifland, to which he 

gave the Captain a very prefling invitation to accom- 
pany him, but as he had other entertainments in view 
on (liore, that could not be complied with. This ve¬ 
nerable perfon was about fix feet, three inches high, 
finely proportioned, and had a rommanding air, that 
was both affable and graceful. Wc were not favoured 
with a vifir, nor did this great man come at any time 
on board the Refolution. Though wc were now ready 
to fail, wc had not fufficient day-light to turn through 
the narrows; the morning flood falling out too early, 
and the evening flood too late. Wc were therefore un¬ 
der a ncccflity of waiting two or three days, unlcfs wc 
ffiould be fortunate enough to have a leading wind. 
This delay gave ns an opportunity to be prclcntnt a 
public folcmnity,to which the king had invited us,who 
laid it w ould be performed in a day or tw'o. Accord¬ 
ingly, he and all the people of confequcnce, repaired 
this day to Mooa, where the folemnity was to be exhibited. 

On Tuefday the 8th, a party of us followed them. 
Poulaho now informed us, that his Ton w'as to be ini¬ 
tiated into certain privileges; one of which was, that 
of eating with his father; an honour he had not hi¬ 
therto enjoyed. About eight o'clock in the morning, 
we arrived at Mooa, where we found the kin^ with a 
number of attendants fitting before him, within a fmall 
dirty enclofurc. They were, as ufual, biificd in pre¬ 
paring a bowl of kava. As this w'as not liquor for us, 
we went to pay a vifit to fome of our friends, and to 
obfervewhat preparations were making for the cere¬ 
mony, which was foon expetffed to begin. About ten 
o’clock, the people aflcmblcd in a large area before the 
malacc, or great hoiife. At the end of a road, opening 
into this area, flood, feveral men with fpcais and clu 
reciting incelTantly fliort fcntcnccs, in mournful accents* 
which conveyed an idea of diffrefs. This, was conti¬ 
nued about an hour; during which time, 
came down the road, each having a yam tied to 
middle of a pole, which they laid down before 0^^ 
who continued repeating the fentcnccs. At lengt 
king and prince arrived, and feated thcmfcives up 
the area; and we were requeffed to fit ^ 

to take off our hats, and to untie our hair. 1 he a 
of the yams having all entered, each pole was ta' 
between two men, who carried it over their Inou 
They then formed themfclvcs in companies, 0 
twelve each, and marched acrofs the place, vit i ^ 
pace, each company headed by a man 
or fpear, and defended, on the right, by 
armed with diflerent weapons. About 
and fifty perfons walked in the proceflion, w ^ 
clofcd by a man carrying on a pcarch a 
Omiah was delircd by captain Cook fa- 

whcrc the yams w'erc to be carried with 0 
Icmnity; but he feemed unwillijig to give us 
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• n we required: fome of us, therefore, followed 

oroceHion, feemingly contraiy to his inclination. 
Thev^ (topped before a Morai, or Featooka of one 
u ftandinff upon a mount, about a quarter of a 
•Iclrom the place where they had firH: affembled. 
SL ,.icy depolited the yams, and gathered them into 
Indies; but for what purpofe we could not polTibly 
1^. bur prefence feeming to give them uncafinefs, 
•e returned to Poulaho, who advifed us to amufe our- 
felvcs bv walking about, as nothing would be done for 
a confiderable time. The fearof lofing the fight of 
any patt of the ceremony, prevented our being long ab- 
fcnL When we returned to the king, he delired cap¬ 
tain Cook to order the boat's crew not to prefume to 
ftir from the boat, for every thing would, very foon, be 
taboo; and if any of our people, or of their own, 
Ihould be feen walking about, they would certainly be 
knocked down w-ith clubs, if they were not mateed, that 
is killed. He added, that we could not be prefent at 
the ceremony; but that W’e Ihould be placed in fuch a 
(ituation, as to be able to fee every thing that paffed. 
Ourdrefs was particularly objected to, and we were 
told, that, to qualify us to be prefent, we muH: be naked 
aslow as the bread, that our hats muft be off, and our 
hair untied. Omiah agreed readily to conform to 
rhefe rcquifitcs, and immediately began to drip; but 
other objections were then darted, and he was ex¬ 
cluded equally with ourfelves. Not relifliing this 
reftriclion, the Captain dole out, to fee what might 
now be going forward. Very few people, however, 
were to be feen, except thofc who were d reded to at¬ 
tend the ceremony; fomc of whom had in their hands 
ftnall poles, about four feet in length, to the under part 
of which were fadened two or three other fmall dicks, 
about lix inches long. Thefe men w'ere going towards 
the Morai. The Captain took the fame road, and was 
frequently dopped by them, all crying out taboo. How¬ 
ever, he ventured to go forward till he came in fight of 
the Morai, and of the people fitting before it. He 
was now ftrongly urged to go back, and, not knowing 
what might be the eonfequence of a refufal, he com¬ 
plied. He had obferved, that thofc who carried the 
poles, paffed the Morai; and gueffing from this cir- 
cumdance, that fomething was tranfatding beyond it, 
he had fome thoughts of advancing, by making a 
round for this purpofe; but he was fo narrowly ob¬ 
ferved by three men, that he had no opportunity of 
carrying his defign into execution. In order to diake 
0^ thefe three fellows, he returned to the Malaee, 
where he had parted from the king, and afterwards 
made an elopement a fccond time; but he inftantly met 
With the fame men, who had doubrlefs received in- 
llructions tq watch him. However, the Captain paid 
no attention to them, but proceeded onward till he 
^nie wnthin fight of the king’s principal Fiatooka, or 
oral; before which a great number of people were 
Jtting, being thofe whom he had juft feen before pafs 
ytne morai, from whence this was but a little diftant. 

''^bile he was conftdering what he fhould 
I that he could obferve the proceedings of this com- 
P'ny from the king’s plantation, he repaired thither, 
ompnied by feveral of his people. The number 
fonf ■ Fiatooka continued increafing for 

Dnftf j Jit length, they quitted their fitting 
m Inarched off in proceffion. They walked 

pair carrying between them, one of the 
thar fiiQulders. We were informed. 

Were ^ pieces of fticks, fattened to the poles, 

‘8 therefore probable, that they were 
iiindm that root ,emblematically., . The 

couple placed one of his hands 
^ocarri; ^ ®/the pole, as if it were not ftrpng enough 
^iievafl that hung upon it, and under which 

^ proceeded. This pro- 
of hundred and eight pairs, chiefly 

^^Poulalf • i. ^cen them all pafs, we repaired 

perm^ ^ boofe, and faw him going out. We were 
him; but were immediately 
to the place allotted to us, behind a fence ad¬ 


joining to the area of the Fiatooka, where the yams had 
been depofited in the morning. 

^\hen arrived at our ftacion, we faw two or three 
hundred perfons, fitting on the grafs, near the end of 
the road opening into the area of the Morai; and 
others were continually joining them. At length, ar¬ 
rived a few men, each carrying fome fmall poles and 
branches, or leaves of the cocoa-nirt tree. As foon as 
they appeared, an old man feated himfclf in the road, 
and pronounced a long oration in a ferious majeftic 
tone. Fie then retired, and the others advancing to 
the middle of the area, began to ered a fmall filed or 
hut; employing, for that purpofe, the materials already 
mentioned. Their work being finifticd,thcy all fquaited 
down for a moment before it, then rofc up, and joined 
the reft of the company. Poulaho’s fon arrived foon 
after, preceded by four or five male attendants. After 
them appeared about twelve or fourteen women of the 
firft rank, advancing flowly in pairs, each pair carrying 
between them a narrow piece of white cloth, about 
two or three yards in length. They approached the 
prince, fquatted down before him, and wrapped fome 
of the pieces of cloth round his body; they then rofe 
up, and retired in the fame order, to fome diftance on 
his left, where they feated themfclvcs. Poulaho now 
made his appearance, preceded by four men, walking 
two and two abreaft, and fat down on his fon’aleft hand, 
at a fmall diftance from him. The young prince then 
quitted his firft pofition, and feated himftlf under the 
flied, with his attendants ; many others placing them- 
fclves on the grafs before this royal canopy. The 
prince fit facing the people, with his back to the Mo¬ 
rai. Three companies, of about ten or a dozen men 
in each, ftarted up from among the crowd, foon after 
each other, and, running hattily to the oppofite fide, 
fat down for a few feconds; and then returned, in the 
fame manner, to their former ftations. To them fuc- 
ceeded two men, each having a fmall green branch in 
his hand, who rofe and advanced towards the prince, 
fitting down for a few minutes, three different times, as 
they approached; and retired in the fame manner, in¬ 
clining their branches to each other as they fat. Af¬ 
terwards two others repeated the fame ceremony. The 
grand proceffion, which marched from the other Mo¬ 
rai, now began to come in. As they entered the area, 
they proceeded to the right of the fiicd, and, having 
proftrated thcmfelves on the grafs, depofited their pre¬ 
tended heavy burdens, (the poles) and faced round to 
the prince. They then rofe up, and retired in the 
fame order, doling their hands with the moft ferious 
afpecl, and feated themfelvcs along the front of the 
area. While this numerous band were entering, and 
depofiting their poles, three men, who fat with the 
prince, continued pronouncing feparate fentences, in a 
mournful melancholy tone. A profound filcnce now 
enfued for a fliort time, after which a man who fat in 
the front of the area, began a kind of oration, during 
which, at feveral different times, he broke one of the 
poles which had been brought in. Having concluded 
his oration, the people fitting before the fhed, feparated, 
to make a lane, through which the prince and his at¬ 
tendants paffed, and the affcmbly clofcd. 

Satisfied with what we had already feen, fome of our 
party now’ returned to the lliips; but captain Cook, and 
fome more of the officers, remained at Mooa, to fee the 
conclufion of the folemnity, which w'as not to be till 
the day following. The fmall poles, which had been 
brought by thofe who walked in procefiion, being left 
on the ground, after the crowd had difperfed, the cap¬ 
tain examined, and found that, to the middle of each, 
two or three fmall fticks w ere tied, as has been related. 
They were probably intended as only artificial repre- 
fentations of fmall yams. Our fupper, confifting of 
filh and yams, w'as got ready about feven o’clock. 'I'he 
king fupped with us, and drank lb freely of brandy 
and water, that he retired to bed with a fuflicient dofe. 
We continued the whole night in the famehoufe with 
him and his attendants. About one or two o’clock in 
the morning, on Wednefday, the 9th, they waked, con- 
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vcrfcd for about an hour, and then went to fleep again. 
All, except Poulaho, rofe at break of day; foon after 
which, a Woman, one of thofewho generally attended 
upon the king, came in, and fitting down by” him, im- 
nicdiatcly began the farhe operation that liadbecriprac 
tifed upon Fuctafaihe, tapping, dr beating gently, with 
her clenched fills, on his thighs: but this, inflead of 
promoting r^pofe, had the contrary eiTecfl,and he awoke. 
Captain Cook and Omiah paid now a vifit to the prince, 
w ho had parted from us early in the preceding even¬ 
ing; for he did not lodge with the king, but in apart¬ 
ments of his own, atfome diftance from his father’s 
houfe. We found him with a circle of youths, about 
his own age, fitting before him; alfo an old man and 
woman. There were others, of both fexes, employed 
about their neceffary affairs, who probably belonged 
to his houfliold. We now returned to the king, who 
had a crowded levee before him, confifting principally 
of old men. While a bowl of kava was preparing, a 
baked hog and yams, fmoaking hot, were introduced; 
the greated part of w'hich fell to our fhare; for thefe 
people, efpccially the kava drinkers, eat very little in 
the morning. We afterwards walked out, and vifited 
feverat other chiefs, all of whom w^ere taking their 
morning draught, or had already taken it. Returning 
to the king, wc found hint aflccp in a retired hut, 
with two women patting him. About eleven o’clock 
he made his appearance among us, partook of fomc 
fi(h and yams, and again lay down to fleep. We now 
left him, and waited on the prince, with a prefent of 
cloth, beads and other articles. There was a fufficient 
quantity of cloth to mak him a complete fuit, and h 
w'as immediately clad in his new habiliments. Prou<l 
of his drtfs, he firll went to exhibit himfclf to his lU 
thcr, and then conducted Captain Cook to his mother, 
with \\ iiom were about a dozen other women, of a 
very n -pcdlablc appearance. Here the princcchangcd 
his apparel, and made th ■ Captai.• a prefent of two 
pieces of cloth which had been maiiufaclurcd in the 
illand. It was now about ’oon, w'hcn, by appoint¬ 
ment, the Captain repaired, 'othe palace to dinner; 
w hich was faort after ferved up, and confifted of two 
pigs and fbme yams. The drowfy monarch w'as 
rouzed to partake of what he had ordered for our en¬ 
tertainment. Two mullets, aiid fome lliell-fifh, were in¬ 
troduced, as if intended for his feparate portion. But 
he added it to our fare, fat down with us, and made a 
hearty meal. Dinner being over, wc were informed 
that the ceremony would foon begio, and were ilridly 
enjoined not to venture out. 

Captain Cook had refolvcd, however, to peep no 
longer from behind the curtain, but, if pofTiblc, to mix 
with theadlors themfclvcs. With this view he walked 
towards the Morai, the feene of the folemnity. He 
wasdefired frequently to return; but he paid no regard 
to the admonitions he had received, and was permitted 
fo walk on* When arrived at the-Morai, he faw a 
number of men.feared on the fide of the area. A few 
alfo were fitting on the oppofite lide, and two men in 
the middle, with their faces towards the Morai. 
When Captain Cook had got into the midft of the 
-firll company, he wasdefired to fit dowm, which he ac¬ 
cordingly did. Where he fat, a number of fmall bun¬ 
dles ware lying, compofed of cocoa-nut leaves, and 
faftened to flicks made into the form of hand-barrows. 
All the information he could get concerning them was, 
that they were taboo. From time to time, oae or ano¬ 
ther of the company turned to thofe who w'cre coming 
to join us, and made a fiiort fpeech, in which we re¬ 
marked, that the word arckee (king) was generally 
mentioned. Something was faid by one man that pro¬ 
duced loud^burfis of laughter from all around; others, 
•of the fpeakers, were alfo much applauded. The Cap¬ 
tain was frequently defired to leave the place; but, at 
length, finding him determined to ftay, they requefied 
him to uncover his ihoulders, in like manner as they 
had done. This he readily complied with, and then 
they no longer feemed uncafy at his prefence. The 
prince, the women, and the king, at length appeared, as 
they had done the preceding day. The prince being 


placed under the llicd, two men, each h * 
of mat, came, repeating fomething in'.*!!."® 
flrain, and put them about him. The ^ 
began their performances, and different 
backward and forward'acrofs the area ac c 
day. Prcfcntly afterwards, the two men 
die of the area, made a fliort fpeech anH 
whole company rofe up, and placed themni 
the filed in which the prince, and three or 7 ^ 
w'erc feared. One of the companv, 
defirous of obliging the Captain, procured^ 
fituation, that, if he could have made ufe oM 
nothing could have efcaped him. But it » 
to have a demure countenance and downcaffi 
The proccflion now arrived, as on the day befor?^ 

pole, with a ^ocoa-nutleaf plaited round the 

of It, being carried on the flioulders of cvervru-n 
Tons. I'hefe were dcpofitcd with the fame 
as on the day before. After this fuccecdcd another 
celfion, compofed of men who brought balkets nS 
of palm-leaves, fuch as arc generally ufed hi there 
people to carry provifions in. A third proccHion fol 
lowed, in which a variety of fmall fifli, each olaced 7 
the end of a forked flick, were brought. An dd ,na^ 
who fat on the prince’s right hand, without the fhed* 
received the bafkets, each of which he kept in his hand' 
making a fiiort fpeech or prayer; then laying thatafidc' 
ne called for another, repeating the fame kind of prayer- 
lie proceeded in this manner till he had gone through 
the whole jiiimber of bafkets. Two men, who. till inis 
time, had in their hands green branches, and were 
1 . ated on the left, received the filh one by one, as ihcy 
were prefented to them on the forked flicks. The liril 
ifh they laid down on their right hand, and the fccond 
on their left. The third being prefented, a floutifh man, 
vho was feated behind the other two, endeavoured to 
leize it, as did alfo the other two at the fame time. 
Thus every fifh was contended for; but the man be¬ 
hind, on account of his difadvantageous fituation, got 
only pieces; for he never quitted his hold till thclifh 
was tom out of his hand. What the others got, were 
laid on the right and left. At laft the perfon behind 
got pofTcflion of a whole fifii, the ocher two not even 
touching it. Upon this, the w’ord marccai (very good) 
was pronounced in a low voice throughout the whole 
crow d. It appeared, that he had now done all that was 
expected from him; for he did not contend for the 
other fifh. The perfons who brought in thefe bafkets 
and fi(h, delivered them fitting; and in the fame man¬ 
ner, the poles carried in the firft proceflion, had been 
placed on the ground. At the clofe of the lafl pro- 
ceffion, there was fpcaking fentiments and praying by 
di ftcrent perfons. Then on a fignal being given, wc all 
rofe up, ran fevcral paces, and fat down, with our backs 
to the prince. The Captain was bid not to look behind 
him; but he was not difeouraged by this injunclion from 
facing about- The prince had now turned his face to the 
Morai, and from that moment he was admitted to the 
honour of eating with his father; and a piece of roaflw 
yam was prefented to each of them for that pu^k- 
Soon after we turned about, forming a kind of knii- 
circle before the prince, and leaving an open fpace be¬ 
tween us. Prefcntly fomc men advanced 5®"’^ ,^ 
two and two, bearing large poles upon their fhoujdcrsi 
waving their hands as they proceeded, and 
noife likcfinging. When near us, they made ainc 
of walking quick, without advancing a fingle 
veral men armed with large flicks, immediately 
from the crowd, and ran towards the new vifitors, 
they inflantly made oft', having thrown down the po 
from their fhouldcrs. The others attacked 
and having beat them moft furioufly, 
places. The Conner, as they ran oft, gave the 
lenge ufed here in wrefiling; and, in a 
lufty fellows came from the fame quarter, uy 

challenge as they approached. Thefe were ren ^ 
a company, who arrived at that inftant from . ^,1 
fite fide. Both parties, however, returned to t 
quarter, after having paraded about the area 
minutes. Afterwards, for the fpacc of hal 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VUYAGE—ip the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


•reeling and boxing matches fiicceedcd. Speeches 
'' re th^ delivered by two men, who feated themfelves 
Sore the prince, with which thefolemnity ended, and 

the whole afTembly broke up. 

In vain did he endeavour to find out the purport of 
this folemnity, called by the natives natche. All the 
anfwer we received to our enquiries, was taboo, which, 
as has been already obferved, is applied tomany things. 
There was a folcmn myfiery in the w'hole tranfadlion; 
and from the manner of performing it, as well as the 
place where it w'as performed, it v as evident there is 
a mixture of religion in the infiitution. Upon no 
other occafion bad they regarded our drefs and de¬ 
portment; but now it w^as required, that our hajr 
fculd flow about our fiioulders; that we fliould be 
uncovered to the waift; fit crofs legged; and have our 
hands locked together. It fiiould be obferved alfo, 
that none but the principal people, and thofe who were 
concerned in the ceremonies, were admitted to afiifi: in 
the celebration of the folemnity. All thefe circum- 
llances pointed out evidently, that they fuppofed them- 
fclves a^fling under the infpc(^ion of a fupreme being 
upon this occalion. From this account of the natche, 
it may be confidcred as merely figurative. The few 
yams that were feen the firfi: day, could not be mearit 
as a general contribution; and it was intimated to us, 
that they wxre a portion confecrated to the Otooa, or 
Divinity. We were informed that, in the fpace of 
three months, there would be reprefented a more im¬ 
portant folemnity; on which occafion the tribute of 
Tongataboo, Hapaec, Vivaoo, and all the other iflands, 
would be brou^it to the chief, and more awfully con¬ 
firmed, by facrificingten human victims from among 
the people. A horrid folemnity indeed! On our in¬ 
quiring into the occafion of fo barbarous a cuflom, we 
were informed that it was a nccelfary part of the 
natchc; and that if omitted, the Deity would deftroy 
their king. The day was far fpent before the breaking 
up of the afiembly; and as we were at fome diftance 
from the Ihips, we were impatient to fet out from 
Mooa. Taking leave of Poulaho, he prefled us car- 
neftlyto ftay till the next day, in order to be prefent 
at a funeral ceremony. The wife of Mareewagee, his 
mother-in-law, had lately died; and, on account of 
the natchc, her corps had been carried on board a ca¬ 
noe in the lagoon. He faid, that when he had paid 
the laft offices to her, he would attend us to Eooa; but 
if we did not chufc to wait, he would follow us thi¬ 
ther. We would gladly have been prefent at this cere 
mony, had not the tide been now fiivourable. The 
«indtoo, which had been very boiflerous,was now mo¬ 
derate and fettled. Befides, we w'cre told, that the fu* 
would continue five days, which, as 
the mips lay in fuch a fituation that we could not put 
lofca at pleafure, w'as too long a time to flay. The 
yiiptain, however, afilircd the king, that if he did not 
immediately fail, he would vifit him again the next 
flay, ^hilewe were attending the natche, at Mooa, 
rnk the horfes, bull, and other cattle, 

.1 “taught thither, thinking they would be fafer 
furp V r ^ ^ place that would be, in a great mea- 

fiHpi moment after our departure. Be 

liiTiK left with our friends here, a young Eng 

young Englifii fows. Tfiey were 
uruiW defirous of them, naturally fuppofing they 
fmall ^ y improve their own breed, which are but 
and aH two rabbits from us, a buck 

> which young ones were produced be- 
fition u ^^t>uld the cattle profper, the acqui- 
is 3 c ^ tfiands will be great; and as Tongataboo 
country, the horfes will be extremely 
the evening being far advanced, 
o’clock and arrived at ourfhips about 

®’clork^loth, we weighed, about eight 
with a fteady gale at S. E. turned 
^ between the fmall ifles, called 

channel u it being much wider than 

the lafl mentioned ifiand and 
Ko. The flood, at firft fet Itrong in our fa- 
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vour, till we were the length of the channel leading up 
th ^ where the caflw ard flood meets that Iroin 

^ /f ^ indraught of the lagoon, and 

ot the fiioals before it, bccafions^ firong riplings and 
whirlpools Befides thefe di(advantages, the depth of 
the channel exceeds the length of a cable; confequcntly 
here can be no anchorage, except clofe to the rocksj 
in forty and forty-five fathoms water, where a fliip 
w^ould be expofed to the whirlpools. The Captain; 
therefore, abandoned the defign he had formed of com- 
ing to an anchor, when wc were through the narrows; 
and afmrw ardsof making an excurfion to fee the fune- 
ral. He rather chofe to be abfent from that ceremony; 
than to leave the fliips in fo dangerous a fituation; 
V\ e plied to windward, between the two tides, till it was 
near high water, without either gaining or lofing aii 
inch, w hen we fiiddenly got into the influence of the 
eafiem tide, where we expeded the ebb torun ftrongly 
in our favour. It proved, however, very inconfider- 
able: at any other time it would not have been ho- 
ticed: but by this circumfiance we were led to con¬ 
clude, that mofl ot .the water, which flows into the la¬ 
goon, comes from the N. \V. and returns the fame 
W'ay. Convinced that wc could not get to Tea before it 
was dark, we caff anchor under the fliorc of Tongataboo, 
in 45 fathoms w'atcr. The Difeovery dropped her an¬ 
chor under ourfi-ern; but drove otF the bank before 
the anchor took hold, and did not recover it till near 
midnight. On Friday, the i ith, near noon, we weighed 
and plied to the cafiward. At ten o’clock P. M. we 
w^eathered the eafbend of the ifiand, and ftretched away 
for Middlcburgh, which the inhabitants call Eooa, or 
Ea-oowhe. We anchored about eight o’clock A. M. 
of the 12th, on the S. W. fide of the ifiand, in 40 fa-I 
thorns water, over a bottom of fund, innerfperfed with 
coral rocks; the extremes of the ifiand extending from 
.N. 40 deg. E. toS. 22 deg. W. the high land of Eooa, 

S* 45 and Tongataboo, from N. 70 deg; W. to 

N. 1 9 deg. W. difiant about half a mile from the fiiore 5 
being nearly the fame place where Captain Cook took 
hisftation in 1773, and which he named Englifli Road; 
We had no fooner anchored, than the natives came on 
board with as little ceremony, as if they had been ac¬ 
quainted with us. for many years. They Brought us 
the produce of the ifiand: but being already fupplied 
with every necefiary of that kind, our chief traffic was 
for birds and feathers. Here the parrots and parro- 
quets were of the mofl beautiful plumage, far fuipaf- 
fing thofe ufually imported into Europe from the In¬ 
dies ; there area great variety of other birds, on w'hich 
many gentlemen in both fiiips put a great value, though 
they w^erc purchafed for trifles. 'Fhe feathers we pro¬ 
cured, were of divers colours, for different markets, but 
chiefly for the Marquefas and Society Ifles. We alfo 
purchafed cloth, and many other articles of curious 
workmanfhip, the artifbs of this ifiand, for Invcmion 
and ingenuity in the execution, exceeding thofe of all 
the other iflands in the South Seas; but what particu¬ 
larly invited our flay here, was the richnefs of thegrafs, 
which, made into hay, proved excellent food for our 
live ftock. Among others, Taoofa the chief, vifited 
us on board, and Teemed to rejoice much at our arri¬ 
val. This perfon had been Captain Cook’s Tayo, in 
1773, and, therefore, they were not ftrangers to each 
other. The Captain accompanied him afliorc in fearch 
of frefii W'atcr, the procuring of which was the main 
object which brought us to Middlcburgh. Wc had 
heard at Amfterdamof a fiream at this ifiand, which, 
it was faid, runs from the hills into the fea: but this 
w'as not to be found. The Captain was condtK^bed to 
a brackifh fpring, among rocks, betwxen low and high- 
water mark. When they percci\ed, that wc did not 
approve of thi.s, we w’cre fliewn a little way into the 
ifiand; where, in a decpchafm, we found fome excel¬ 
lent water; which, at the expcnce of fome time and 
trouble, might be conveyed to the fiiore, by means of 
fpouts and troughs, provided for that purpofe : but ra¬ 
ther than undertake fo tedious a talk, we refied con¬ 
tented with the fiipply the fiiips had received at Ton¬ 
gataboo. At this ifiand of Eooa we landed the ram 
6 C aud 
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and two ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope breed, and 
committed them to the care of Taoofa, who teemed 
proud of his charge. It was, perhaps, a fortunate cir- 
cumflance, that Marcew'agee, for whom they were in¬ 
tended, had llightcd the prefent; for as Eooa had no 
dogs upon it, at prefent, it feemed to be a fitter jplace 
for feeding Ihcep than Tongataboo. While we lay 
at anchor, the ifland of Eooa, or Middleburgh, had a 
very different afpedl from any one that we had lately 
fecn, and formed a moff beautiful landfcapc. It is the 
highell of any wc had feen fince we had left New Zea¬ 
land, and from its fummit, which appears to be almoft 
flat, declines gradually towards the fea. The other ifles, 
which form "this duffer, being level, the eye cannot 
difeover anv thing except the trees that cover them: 
but here the land^ riling gently upwards, prefents 
aii'extcntive profped, w'here groves, in beautiful dif- 
order, arc interfperfed at irregular diftances* Near the 
fliore, it is quite fhaded with a variety of trees, among 
which arc placed'the habitations of the natives, and to 
the right of our ftation was one of the moft exten¬ 
sive groves of cocorr-palms that we had ever feen. 

vSunday the r;^th, a party of us^ in the afternoon, 
afeended to the'highcff pai*t of the ifland, a little to 
the right of our fhips, to have a perfed view of the 
country. Having advanced about half way up, we 
croffed a deep vaflcy, the bottom and fidcs of which 
wxrc covered v\ ith trees. We found plenty of coral 
till w'c approached the fummits of the higheft hills; 
the foil near the top, is in general,a reddilhelay, which 
in many places is very deep. On the moft elevated 
part of the iftand, we faw a round platform, fupported 
by a wall of coral ftoncs> Our guides informed us. 
that this mount had been ereded by command of their 
chiefs and the principal people fometimes reforted 
there to drink kava. They called it Etchee, by which 
name an eredkm-w'as diftinguiflied which we had feen 
at Tongataboo. At a fmall diftance frotn it was a 
fpring of moft excellent water; and, about a rnilc 
lower down, a ftream, which, we were told, ran into 
the fca, when the rains are copious. Wc alfo dif- 
co^^ered water in fevcral fmall holes, and fnppofc that 
plenty might be found by digging. From this eleva¬ 
tion we had a complete view of the whole ifland, ex¬ 
cept a fmall part to the fouth. The S. E. fide, from 
which the hills we were now upon arc not far diftanr, 
rifes with great inequalities, immediately from the fea; 
fo that the plains and meadows lie all on the N. W. 
lidc ; which being adorned with tufts of trees, inter¬ 
mixed with plantations, form a moft delightful land- 
fcape in every point of view. WTilc the captain was 
furveying this enchanting profpctfl, he enjoyed the 
pleaiing idea, that fome future navigators might, from 
the fanS; eminence, behold thofe meadows ftocked with 
cattle, brought by the Ihips of England ; and that the 
completion ol'this lingle benevolent purpofe, exclufive 
of all other confiderations, would f'ufficicntly prove, 
that our voyages had not been ufclefs. We found on 
this hei<yht, bcfidcs the plants common on the neigh¬ 
bouringifles, a fpccics of acrofticum, mclaftoma, and 
fern trees. All, or moft of the land on this ifland, we 
were told, belonged to the chiefs of Tongataboo; the 
inhabitants being only tenants, or valTals to them. This 
feemed, indeed, to be the cafe at all the neighbouring 
ifles, except Annamooka, where fomc of the chiefs 
fceined to ad with a degree of independence. Omiah, 
who was much efteemed by Feenou, and iTiany others, 
was tempted with the offer of being appointed a 
chief of this ifland, if he would continue among them ; 
and he feemed inclinable to have accepted the offer, 
had he not been advifed to the contrary by Captain 
Cook; though not bccaufc he thought he would do 
better for himfclf in his native iflc. Returning from 
our country excurfion, wc heard that a party of the 
natives, in the quarter where our people traded, had 
jfiruck one of their countrymen with a club, which 
fradured his fkull, and afterwards broke his thigh with 
the fame. Not any ligns of life were remaining, when 
he was carried to a neighbouring houfc, bur, in a fhort 
time he recovered a little. On our defiring to know 


the rcafon of fuch an ad of feverity, we wer?; r 

that the offender had been difeovered in an h a 
fituation with a woman who was tabl’d. 
underffood, however, that ftie was nootherwife t \ • 
than by belonging to another, fuperior in rank m 
gallant. From this incident, we difeovered how 
people punifti fuch infidelities : but the female f ^ 
has a much milder corredion for her crime 
ing only a flight remonllrance, and a vcr\' 
beating. ^ ° 

On Monday the r4th, in the morning, we planted 
pine-apple, fome feeds of melons, and other ve^tablw 
in a plantation belonging to the chief. We had good 
reafon, indeed, to fuppofe, our endeavours of this kind 
would not be fruitlefs ; fora difh of turnips was, this 
day, ferved up at his table, which was the produce of 
the feeds that were left here in 1773. The next dav 
being fixed upon by the captain for failing, Taoofa 
prefl'ed us to flay a little longer. We muff here ob. 
ferve, that in the account of Captain Cook s former 
voyage, he calls the only chief he met with at this 
place Tioony; but we are inclined to think, from the 
infomiation of a gentleman of veracity, on board the 
Difeovery, at this time, that Tioony and Taoofa are 
one and the fame perfon. His intreaties, together 
with the daily expedation of receiving a vilit from 
fome of our friends at Tongataboo, induced us to defer 
our departure. On Tuefday the 15th, we received 
from Taoofa a prefent confiding of two little heaps of 
yams, and a quantity of fruit, which feemed to have 
been collcdcd as at the other illes. On this occafion 
the greateft part of the inhabitants of the ifland had 
aflemblcd; and, as wc had many times experienced, on 
fuch numerous meetings among their neighbouring 
iflanders, gave us no fmall trouble to prevent ihcir pik 
fering. Cudgelling, wrcftling, and boxing, were ex¬ 
hibited for our entertainment; and in the latter ex,, 
creifes, combatants of both fexes engaged. Thcfe 
diverfions were to be finifhed with the bomai, or night 
dance, but the following accident prevented our flay¬ 
ing on fliorc to fee it. 1-rom the accounts circulated 
through the ffiips when we arrived, it was generally 
believed, that wc might travel through this ifland with 
our pockets open, provided they were not lined with 
iron; but to this, the behaviour of a party of the in¬ 
habitants to William Collet, captain’s-fteward ot the 
Difeovery, is an exception. !^ing alone, divcning 
himfclf in furveying the country, he was fet upon and 
ftripped of every thing, his flioes only excepted, and 
on preferring his complaint, his keys w'cre all that he 
was able to recover. When Captain Ccok heard of 
this robbery, he feized two canoes, and a large hog; at 
the fame time infifting on the chiefs not only-cauung 
the apparel to be reftored, but alfo on the oitendew 
being delivered up to him. Taoofa fcemcd 
concerned at what had happened, and took the nccc - 
fary fteps to fatisfy us. The people who had ^ uua 
aflemblcd together, were fo alarmed at this allair, t a 
moft of them immediately fled. However, when j 
were informed, that the captain meant to 
meafurcs to revenge the infult, they returns, 
of the delinquents was foon delivered up, and a » 
and pair of trowfers reftored. T he ^ ..jn 

rtolen things not coming in till the evening, the p 
was obliged to leave them, in order to go ab^r , 

fca running fo high, that it was cxtrcamly dimcm 

the boats to get out of the creek even with y. 
and w'ould be attended wdth much more dang ^ 
dark. He returned on ffiore again the next r* 
taking with him a prefent for'laoofa, ^ycrc 


the boats to get out of the creek even with 

.lore danger in 

He returned on ffiore again the next 

laoofa, in return for 

he had received from him. Being early, r 
but few people at the landing-place, an c 
few not without their fears and aj>prehen 

> allure them.^inac ^ 

did not mean to injure them, and de¬ 

canoes, and releafed the offer 
livered up, they refumed their 


the captain’s defiring Omiah to allure tne 
j:,i „^gan to injure them, and je- 

i, and releafed the offender, who . a 3,id 
livered up, they refumed their ufual che^ the chic^ 
a large circle was prefenily formed, in w ic 
and the principal men of the iiland took ^loaihs 
tive places. At length the remainder 0 








































^ broualit in, but having been torn off the man’s 
i nieces, they were not thought worth carrying 
bacK oy F fliarcd the prefent he had received, 

0" K ■ or four other chiefs, referving only a fmall 
hiinfelf- This donation fo far exceeded their 
P’'’'!v!r;nn that a venerable old man told the captain, 

KOCCtation, ui _ bn,,, i;i-fl» 


e not deferving of it, confidcring how little he 
[I’a received from them, and the ill treatment Mr. 
rl had met with. Captain Cook continued with 
till they had emptied their bowl of kava; and 
after paying for the hog, which he had taken 
before, returned on board, in company with 
T h and one of Poulaho’s fervants, by whom he 
of bar-iron, as a parting mark of efteem 


fent a piece 


r"that chief. This was as valuable a prefent as any 
rhe captain could make. Orders had been given the 
nreceding day for failing, and Otaheire was appointed 
P place of rendezvous, in cafe of feparation. We 
now been more than two months improving our 
llvcftock, wooding, watering, repairing our fhips, and 
laving in freih provifions from thefe Friendly Iflands. 
The crews of both fliips received thefe orders with 
alacrity ; for though they wanted for nothing, yet they 
longed to be at Otaheite, where fome of them had 
formed connexions that were dear to them, and where 
thofe, who had not yet been there, had conceived fo 
high an idea of its fuperiority, as to make them look 
upon every other place they touched at as an unculti¬ 
vated garden, in comparifon with that little Eden. 

We were therefore all in high fpirits this morning ; 
for foon after the captain had fent off his prefent by 
Poiilaho's fervant, we weighed, and with a light breeze 
ftood out to fea, when "Tacofa and other natives, who 
were in the fhip, left us. We found, on heaving up 
the anchor, that the cable had been much wounded 
by the rocks; b.fidcs which we experienced, that a 
prodigious fwell rolls in there from the S. W. fo that 
the bottom of this road is not to be depended on in 
all weathers, Wc now fleered our courfe to the 
fouthward, to fetch a wind to carry us to our intended 
port; and we obferved a failing canoe entering the 
crcck before which we had anchored our fhips. A 
few hours after, a fmall canoe, conduXed by four men, 
came off to us; for having but littlevvind, wc were ftill 
at no confidcrable diflance from the land. We were 
informed by thefe men, that the failing canoe, which 
wc had feen arrive, had brought direXions to the 
pcoplcofEooa, to furnifli. us with hogs, and that the 
king and other chiefs would be with us in the fpace of 
three or fourikys. They therefore requefled, that we 
would returh to our former flation. We had no rea- 
fon to doubt the'truth of this information; but being 
ticar of the land, it was not a fufHcient inducement to 
bring us back; efpccially, as w^e had already a fuffi- 
cient flock of frefli provifions to laft us in our paf- 
iage to Otaheite. Befides Taoofa's prefent, we received 
a large quantity of yams, &:c. at Eooa, in exchange for 
^ails; and added conliderably to our fupply of hogs, 
finding we w'ere determined not to return, thefe peo¬ 
ple left us in the evening, as did fome others, who 
had come off in two canoes, with cocoa-nuts and fhad- 
oocks, to barter for what they could get; their cager- 
nefs to poffefs more of our commodities, inducing 
mem to follow us to fea, and to continue ihcir inter- 
eourfe with us to the lafl moment. 

As we have now taken leave of the Friendly I Hands, 
? lew obfervations we made refpeXing thefe, and others 
m their neighbourhood, may not be unworthy the 
jjutice of our reader. During a cordial intercourfeof 
etween two and three months with their inhabitants, 
jfniaybe reafonably fuppofed differences muflarife; 
indeed, occafionally happened, on account of 
propenfity to thieving, though too fre- 
S ently encouraged by the negligence and inattention 
j on duty. I’hefe little mifunderflandings 

^ P *“brences were never attended with any fatal 
and tew, belonging to our fliips, parted 
bnu d 1 ^^‘cnds without regret. The time wc con- 
^ here was not thrown away ; and as, in a great 
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rneifure, our fubfiflence was drawn from the produce 
of the iflands, we expended very little of our fea pro¬ 
vifions; and we carried w'ith us a fiifficicnt quantity of 
refrefliments, to fupply us till our arrival at another 
flation, where we could again rcciiiit: nor was it lefs 
pleafing td us, that wc had an opportunity of ferving 
thefe friendly people, by leaving fome ufcful animals 
arniong them; and that thofe intended for Qraheite, 
had acquired frefh flrength in the paflurcs oflonga- 
taboo. The advantages wc received, by touching here; 
were great, aind we obtained them without retarding the 
profccution bf our grand objeiX; the feafon for pro¬ 
ceeding to the north being loft, before w'e formed the 
refolution of vifiting thefc fflands. “ Bui,” obferves 
Captain Cook, “ befides the immediate advantages, 
which both the natives of the Friendly Ifles, and our- 
fclves received by this vifit, future navigators from 
Europe, if any fuch fhould ever tread our fteps, will 
profit by the know ledge I acquired of the geography of 
this part of the Pacific Ocean; and the more philofophi- 
cal reader, who loves to view human nature in new 
fituations, and to fpeculate on lingular, but faithful 
reprefentations of the perfons, the cufloms, the arts, 
the religion, the goj^rnment, and the language of un-; 
cultivated nature and man, in remote and frefh dif- 
covered quarters of the globe, will, perhaps, find matter 
of amufement, if not of inftruXion, in the information 
which 1 have been enabled to convey to him, concern¬ 
ing the inhabitants of this Archipelago.” We now 
proceed w-ith our propofed obfervations. 

The bell articles for traffic in thefe iflands are iron 
and iron tools. Axes, hatchets, nails of all fixes, knives, 
rafps, and files, are much demanded. Red cloth, white 
and coloured linen, looking glaffes and beads, arc alfo 
in great eftimation ; but of the latter, thofe that are 
blue the natives prefer to mofl others, particularly to 
the white ones. A hog might, at any time, be pur- 
chafed, by a firing of large blue beads: it fliould, never- 
thclefs, be obferved farther, that articles, merely orna¬ 
mental, may be highly efteemed at one time, and dif- 
regarded at another. On our firfl arrival at Anna- 
mooka, the inhabitants were unwilling to take them in 
exchange for fruit; but when Feenou arrived, his ap¬ 
probation brought them into vogue, and flamped on 
them the value above-mentioned. In return for thefe 
commodities, all the refrcfhmcnts to be had at the 
Friendly Iflands, may be procured. The yams are ex¬ 
cellent, and, when grown to perfeXion, preferve w'cll 
at fea : but their pork, plantains and bread-fruit, are in¬ 
ferior in quality to the fame articles at Otaheire. The 
produXions and fupplies of thefe iflands are yams, 
bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, fugar-cancs, hogs, 
fowls, fifli, and, in general, all fuch as are to be met 
with at Otaheite, or any of the Society Iflands. But 
good water, which fhips in long voyages ftand much in 
need of, is fcarce at the Friendly Ifles. It may, it is true, 
be found in all of them, but not to ferve the purpofes 
of navigators; for either the quality is bad, or the fitua¬ 
tions too inconvenient, or the qualities too inconfidera- 
ble. While we lay at anchor under Kotoo, we were 
informed, that there was a ftream of w'ater at Kao, 
which ran from the mountains into the fea, on the 
S. W. fide of the ifland. This intelligence, though of 
no ufe to us, may deferve the attention of future navi¬ 
gators. 

We mufl include, under the denomination of the 
Friendly Iflands, not only the group at Hapaee, but 
likewife thofe that have been difeovered to the north 
nearly under the fame meridian, as wxll as fome others 
under the dominion of Tongataboo or Amflerdam, 
which is the capital, and feat of government. From 
the beft information we could obtain, this clufler of 
iflands is very extenlive. One of the natives enume¬ 
rated 150 iflands; and Mr. Anderfon procured thjc 
names of all of them ; from their communications the 
following lift was made. They were enumerated by 
the inhabitants of Annamooka, Hapaee, and Tonga- 
taboo ; and may ferve as a ground-work for the in^f- 
tigation of future navigators. 
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COMPLETE. 


A LIST of thofe Frfendlt Islands, reprcfcntcd by 
the Natives as Large Ones. 


Vavao(y 

Goofoo 

Talava 

Toggelaa 

Lotooitia 

Vytooboo 

Fotoona 


Kovoocea 

Kopaoo 

l*akounove 

OIoo 

Loubatta 

PappataiaJ 

Lefhainga 


NccootaboOtaboo Manooka 
Hamoa Tootoocela 


Kogoopoloo 

Konnagillelaivoo^ 

Kofoona 

Kolaiva 

Komoarra 

Koniotte 

Kotoobooa 

Kongaiarahot 

Oowaia 


Tafeedoo\fra1a 

Havaecceke 

Feejec 

Kongaircckce 

— 

Ncuafn 

A LIST of the Smaller Friendly Isles. 

tattle 

Mafanna- 

Gowakka 

Boloa 

Kolloooa 

Vagaectoo 

Tattahoi 

Tabanna 

Golabbc 

Toofagga- 

Motooha 

Novababoo 

Fonooalaicc 

Looakabba’ 

Kokabba 

Loogoobahangal 

Looamoggn 

Kottejeea 

Fooamotoo 

Moggodoo^ 

Kowourogoheefo 

Taoola 

Kohnevao- 

Gcenagecna 

Wegaffa 

Konnevy 

Kooonoc^oo 

Fonoonneonne 

Toortabai 

Kohookoohama 

Fonoaooma 

Gonoogoolaice 

Koweeka 

Mancenccta 

Mallalahcc 

Failcmaia 

Koloa; 

Mallajee 

Koreemou 

Toofanaelaa 

Matagecfaia- 

Noogoofaecou 

Toofanaetollo 

KolloKoIahec 

Fonooaecka 

Fafecne 

Kologobeele 

Koooa 

Taoonga 

Kotooiooa 

Modooanoogoo- 

Kobakcemotoo 

Komongoraffa 

noogoo 

Fonogooeatta 

Komalla 

Konnctalle 

Kovereetoa 

Kongahoonoho 

Konoababoo 

Felongaboonga 

Tongooa 

Komooefeeva 

Kollalona 


Of the f} 7 .c of the above 32 lancxplored iflands, we 
can only give it as our opinion, that they muft be all 
larger than Annamooka, (or Rotterdam) which thofe 
from whom we had our information, ranked among the 
fmaller iflands in the fecond lift. Some, or indeed, 
feveralof the latter arc mere fpots, without inhabit¬ 
ants- But it rauft be left to future navigators, to in¬ 
troduce into the charts of this part of the great fou- 
thern Pacific Ocean, the exacl fituation and fize of 
near 100 more iflands in this neighbourhood, ac¬ 
cording to the teftimony of our friends, which we 
had not an opportunity t»explore. Tafman faw eigh¬ 
teen or twenty of thefe fmall iflands, every one of 
vhich was encircled with fands, flioalstmd rocks. In 
fome charts they are called Heemfleirk’s Banks. We 
have not the leaft doubt, that Prince William’s iflands, 
difeovered, and fo named by Tafman, are included in 
the fore-going lift: for while we lay at Hapacc, one 
of the natives told us, that three or four days fail 
from thence to the N. W. there is a clufter of iflands, 
confifling of more than forty; and this fituation cor- 
refponds very well with that afligned, in the accounts 
of Tafman’s voyage, to his Prince William’s Iflands. 
Keppel’s and Bofeawen’s Ifles, difeovered by Captain 
Wallis in 1765, are doubtlcfs comprehended in our 
lift; and they are not only well known to thefe people, 
but arc under the fame fovereign. Wc have good au¬ 
thority to believe, that Bofeawen’a Ifland is our Koo- 
tahcc, and Keppcl’s Iftand our Neeootabootaboo. Ihe 
laft is one of the large iflands marked in our firft lift. 
The reader, who has been already apprized of the va¬ 
riations of our people in writing down what the na¬ 
tives pronounced, w ill hardly doubt that Kottejeea, in 
our fecond iilV, and Kootahee, as one of the natives 
called Kao, arc one and the fame ifland. We would 
juft remark once more of this aftonifhing group of 
iflands, that fifteen of them are faid to be high and 
hilly, foch as Toofoa, and Eooa; and thirty-five of 
them large- Of thefe only three were feen this voy¬ 
age, namely, Hapaee (conlidercd by the natives as one 
ifland) I'ongataboo, and Eooa. Annamooka has been 
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noticed before. But the moft confix , 

that wtheardof in thia neighbourhood 
Vavaoo and heejec; each of which L , 
Tongatabooj but it docs not appear th '''“n 
pean has ever yet ften one of tbcBL H ' “"I' ^to¬ 
days fail'N. W. from Vavaoo. Jt « '“o 

largeft of all their iflands j alfords harbouf '• l' 
water, and produces, in abundance, all the r^'r'li S"*! 

that are found atihe places we vifirH c , , 
quently relides upon this ifland; and its n 
in high eftiination at Tongataboo ^ 

united teftimony of all our friends at this nf® 
vaoo exceeds the fize of their own ifland anft'’i)l' 
mountains. We Ihould have accomoanieH 
from Hapaee to Vavaoo, had he nw hS 
Captam.byreprefentingitto be very inconSaw' 
and without a Angle good harbour: but PbS ho a' 
king gave us to underlfand afterward, that it is a ia!' 
ifland. and not only produces every thinir in rnl 
with Temgataboo, but has the peculiar^, i" 
pofleffingteveral ftreams of frenat:^"’^ 
excellent harbour. Poulaho offered to attend the Ca^ 
tain to Vavaoo. faying, that if he did not find cvew 
t^hing agreeing with his reprefentatiGn, he migh S 
him. We gave full credit to the truth of his intdh 
gence, and were fatisfied that Fecnou, from feme prfv m 
view, endeavoured to^impofe upon us a fiftion 
l-eejce hes in the direction of N. W. by W abotit 
threedays fail from Tongataboo. The natives'inthU 
have no other method of difeoverine 
the diftance from Ifland to ifland, but by mciuioniil 
the time required for the voyage in one of their cl 
noes. In order to afccitain this with fome precifion. 
Captain Cook failed in one of their canoes, and bv re¬ 
peated trials with the log, found that fhe went clofc 
hauled, m a gentle gale, feven miles an hour. He fup. 
pofed from this experiment, that they would fail, with 
fuch breezes as generally blow on their feas, feven or 
eight miles an hour on an average. Each day, however, 
is not to be reckoned at 24 hours; for when the)’talk 
of one day’s fail, they mean no more than from morning 
to the evening, or twelve hours at moft. From the mom- 
ing of the firft day till the eveningof the fecond, is, with 
them,, two- days fail. In the day, they are guided by the 
fun; and, in the night by the ftars. When thefe are ob- 
feured, they can only hajvc rccourfe to the points from 
whence the winds and waves cameupon the vclfel. If> 
at that time, the winds and the waves fliould fliift, they 
are quite bewildered, often miflrng their intended port, 
and being never heard of more. The ftory ofOmiah’s 
countrymen, who were driven to Watecoo, convinces 
us, however, that thofe who are iwt heard of, arc not 
always loft. Fccjee abounds with hegs, dogs, and 
fowls, and fuch fruits and roots as are to be found in 
any of the other iflands, and is much larger than 
Tongataboo, but not fubjeeft to its dominion. Fecjee 
and Tongataboo engage in war againft each other; 
and the inhabitants of the latter arc often fo much 
afraid of this enemy, that they bend the body forward, 
and cover the face with their hands, to exprefs the 
fenfe of their own inferiority to the Femec men. 'I’his, 
indeed, is no matter of furprife, for thofe of Fccjce have 
rendered themfelves formidable, by their dexterity in 
the ufe of bows andflmgs; but more fo, by their fa- 
vage practice of eating fuch of their enemies as they 
kill in battle. It has been infifted on, that 
hunger firft occafioned men to feed on human flem; bu 
where could be the inducement for the Fcejce men w 
continue the practice, and remain cannibals, m f 
midft ot plenty? It is held in dcteftatioi> 
habitants of Tongataboo, who feem to 
friendfhip of their favage neighbours throu^ » 
though they fometimes venture to fkirmifh with t ^ 
on their own ground, and carry off large 
red feathers as trophies. When a profound 
icigns between them, they have frequent 
together; though, it is probable, they jupr 

been known to each other, otherwife it might ^ 
pofed that Tongataboo, and its neighbouring 
would, before this time, have been fupplied witn 
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-wh are numerous at Feejee, and, as we 

were introduced at Tongataboo. when 
■ rn^’firft vifitcd itin 1773 - The colour of 

Captain Loo ^ darker than 

‘‘’'"I'the inhabitants of the other Friendly lAands. 
(Iiit ottne natives of Feejee, who had his ear 

v°hWas the left, and the lobe fo ftretched, that it 
Hi'- nWLded to his Ihoulder; which fingularity had 
atniollexte captain Cook, at other ihands of 

rih Set dWinI his fecond voyage. The Fee- 
„i,.arc much revered here, not only on account 
jWSCeand cruelty in war. but al^To for their 
of tneir p inhabitants of 

in workmanlhip. Specimens were (liewn 
^®"fthdr clubs and fpears. which were very ingeni- 
ved We were alfo (hewn fome of their cloth 
®“ rheautifully chequered, mats richly variegated, 
Sus earthen^pots, and other articles, all of which 

dWayed a fuperiority in the execution. 

^The harbour and anchoring places are by far pre- 
fenbletoany we difeovefed among thefe tflands; toth 
inaccount of their capacity, and great fecurity. The 
dinWr we were in of being wrecked, by entering it 
fWuhe north, will remain a caution to eve>7 future 
ilmandcr. not to attempt that paflage with a (hip 
„r hurden. The eaftern channel is much more eafy 
and fafe. To fail into this, fteer for the N. E. point of 
theifland. and keep along the north Ihore, with the 
fmall ides on your ftarboard, till you are the length of 
theead point of the entrance into the lagoon; then 
cdire over the reef of the, fmall iHes, and, following ns 
direftion you will get through between Makkahaa and 
Monooafai, which lay off the weft point of the lagoon. 
Or you may go between the third and fourth iilands, 
that is, between Pangimodoo and Monooafai: but this 
channel is much narrower than the other. When you 
are through cither of thefe channels, haul in for the 
fliore of Tongataboo, and call anchor between that and 
Pangimodoo, before a creek leading into the lagoon; 
into which, at half flood, you may go with boats. 
Though the harbour of Tongataboo has the preference, 
its water is exceeded in goodnefs by that of Anna- 
mooka; and yet even this can fcarcely be called good. 
Indifferent water may, neverthelefs, be procured, by 
digging holes near the fide of tlae pond. Befidcs, An- 
namooKa, being nearly in th'd center of the whole 
group, is belt fituated for procuring refrefiiments from 
the others. There is a creek in the reef on the north 
fide of the ifland, whereix^ two or three fliips may lie 
fecurely. 

Wc have already given an account of the Hapaee 
Hlands; and fhall only add, that they extend S. W. by 
S. and N. E. by N. about 19 miles. The north end 
lies in latitude 19 deg. S. and 33 deg. of longitude to 
the call of Annamooka. Between them are frnall 
iflands, fand banks, and breakers, Lafooga, off which 
we anchored, among all the ifles of thofe that are 
called Hapaee, is the mofl: fertile, and the beft in¬ 
habited. Thofe who may be defirous of having a 
n^ore particular defeription of the Friendly Iflands, 
niuft have rccourfe to the lift and chart. What may 
have here been omitted concerning their geography, 
'villbe found in our hiftory of Captain Cook's former 
voyage, to which our readers are referred for fuch par¬ 
ticulars as he had then obferved. At prefent, we lhall 
only relate fuch interefting circumftances, as either 
)^creomitted in that account, or were imperfedly and 
incorredly reprefented. 

After living among the natives of the Friendly Iflands 
between two and three months, it is rcafonable to ex- 
pc*^i that we fliould be able to clear up every diffi- 
^olty, and to give a fatisfadtory account of their man- 
t'crs, cuftoms, and inftitutions, civil as well as reli- 
^^'^^j^^fpecially, as we had aperfon with us, who, by 
oderftanding their language as well as our own, might 
thought capable of adting as our interpreter. But 
^lah was not qualified for that talk. Unlefs we had 
objedt or thing, concerning which we 
oted information, we found it difficult to obtain a 
' knowledge about it, from his information 


and explanations. Omiah was certainly more liable to 
make miftakes than we were; for having no curiofity, 
he never troubled himfelf with making remarks; and 
when he attempted to explain any particular matters to 
us, his ideas were fo limitted, and differed fo much 
from ours, that his confufed accounts, inftead of in- 
ftrudling, often only perplexed, and led us into num- 
berlefs miftakes. Befides, we could feldom find a per- 
fon, among the natives, who had both the ability and 
inclination to give us the information ve required: and 
many of them, we perceived, appeared offended at being 
afked, what they, perhaps, deemed frivolous queftions. 
At Tongataboo, where we continued rhe longelt, our 
fituation was likewifeunfavourable; being in a part of 
the country, where, except fifliers, there were few in¬ 
habitants. With our vifitors, as well as with thofe we 
vifited, it was always holiday; fo that we could not ob- 
ferve, what was really the domcftic way of living among 
the natives. That we could not, therefore, thus cir- 
cumftanced, bring away fatisfa<ftory accounts of many 
things, is not to be wondered at. Some of us, indeed, 
endeavoured to remedy thofe di fad vantages ; and to the 
ingenious Mr. Anderfon w'e are moft indebted for a 
confiderable fiiare of our obfervations refpedling the 
Friendly Iflands. 

The inhabitants of thefe, (though fome here, at 
Tongataboo, were above fix feet high) exceed the 
common ftature, and are ftrong and well proportioned. 
Their Ihouldcrs arc, in general, broad; we faw fevcral 
who were really handfome; though their mufcular 
difpofition rather conveyed the idea of ftrength than 
of beauty. Their features are fo various, that, unlefs 
it be by a fulnefs at the point of the nofe, which is 
common, it is impoffible to fix any general likenefs by 
which to charafterize them. On the other hand many 
genuine Roman nofes,and true European faces, were feen 
among them. They have good eyes and teeth; but 
the latter are neither fo well fet, nor fo remarkably 
white, as among the Indian nations. Few of them, 
however, have that remarkable thicknefs about the lips, 
fo frequent in other iflands. The women are lefs dif- 
tinguifiied from the men by their features, than by their 
general form, which leems deftitute of that ftrong 
firmnefs that appears in the latter. Though the fea¬ 
tures of fome are very delicate, and a true index of 
their fex, laying claim to a confiderable fiiare of beauty 
and expreffion, yet the rule is not, by any means, fo 
general, as in many other countries. Their lhapes are 
ufually well proportioned; and fome are abfolutely 
perfed models of a beautiful figure; but the extraor¬ 
dinary fmallnefs and delicacy of their fingers, which 
may be put in competition with any in Europe, feems 
to be the moft ftriking female diftindion. The ge- 
neral colour of thefe people is a caft deeper than that of 
the copper brown; but feveral of both fexes have a true 
olive complexion. Some of the women are much 
lighter, owing, perhaps, to their being lefs expofedto 
the fun. As a tendency to corpulence, in fome of the 
principal people, feems to be the eflfedl of a more indo¬ 
lent life, a fofterand clearer fkin is moft commonly to 
befeen among them: but the (kin of the greateft part 
of thefe people, is of a dull hue, with a degree of 
roughnefs, particularly thofe parts that are uncovemd, 
occalioned, probably, by fome cutaneous difcafe. We 
faw a man at Hapaee perfe(ftly white, and a child 
equally fo at Annamooka. In all countries contain¬ 
ing black people, fuch phasnomena are found, but they 
are caufed, we imagine, by a difeafe. Upon the whole, 
however, few natural defedls, or deformities, are to be 
feen among them; though wc obferved two or three 
with their feet bent inwards. Neither are they exempt 
from fome difeafes. Numbers arc affedicd with the 
tetter or ring-worm, which leaves whuifh ferpentine 
marks behind it. They have another difcafe of a more 
mifehievous nature, which is alfo very frequent and 
appears on every part of the body, m large broad ul¬ 
cers, difeharging a thin clear pus, fome of which had 
a very virulent appearance, particularly on the face. 
There were thofe, however, who appeared to be cured 
of it and others mending; but it was generally at- 
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tended with the lofs of the nofe, or a conliderable 
part of it. Two other difeafes are alfo common among 
them; one of which is a firm fwelling, afFeding 
chiefly the legs and arms; the other is a tumour in the 
tefticles, which fometimes exceed the fize of two fills. 
In other rcfpcdls they are remarkably healthy, not a 
lingle perfon having, during our Hay, been confined to 
the houfe by any kind of ficknefs. Their flrength and 
activity are, in every refpeeft, anfwcrable to their muf- 
cular appearance; and they exert both, in fuch a man¬ 
ner, as to prove, that they are as yet, little debilitated 
by the numerous difeafes that are the natural confe- 
qucnccs of indolence. The graceful mien, and firm- 
nefs of Hep, with which they walk, are obvious proofs 
of their perfonal accomplilhments. They confider 
this as a thing fo neceffary to be acquired, that their 
laughter was excited when they fawus frequently Humb¬ 
ling upon the roots of trees, or other inequalities, in 
walking. The mildnefs and good nature which they 
abundantly poHcfs, are depidled on their countenances, 
totally free from that favage keennefs, that always marks 
nations in a barbarous Itatc. We might almoH be 
induced to fuppofc, that tliey had l)een reared under 
the fevereH rcHrictions, feeing they have acquired fo 
fettled an afpeCl, fuch a command of their paffions, 
and fuch a Headinefs of condutH. At the fame time, 
they are open, chearful, and good humoured; though 
in the prefence of their chiefs, they fometimes alTumc 
a degree of referve, which has the appearance of gra¬ 
vity. Their pacific difpofition is thoroughly evinced, 
from their friendly reception of all Hrangers. InHead 
of attacking them openly, or clandcHinely, they have 
never appeared, in the fmalleH degree, hoHile: but like 
the moH civilized nations, have even courted an incer- 
courfc with their vifitors, by bartering; a medium 
which unites all nations in a degree of friendfiiip. So 
perfedlly do they underHand barter, that, at firH, we 
fuppofed they had acquired the knowledge of it by 
trading with the neighbouring ifiands; but it after¬ 
wards appeared, that they had hardly any traffic, except 
with Feejee. No nation, perhaps, in the, w'orld, dif- 
played, in their traffic, more honcHy and Icfs diHruH. 
We permitted them fafely to examine our goods, and 
they had the fame implicit confidence in us. If either 
party feemed dilfatisfied with his bargain, a re-ex¬ 
change was made with mutual confent and fatisfacHion. 
Upon the whole, they feem to poHefs many of the moH 
e.xcclient qualities that adorn the human mind. A 
propenfity to thieving is the only defedt that feems to 
fully their fair character. Thofe of all ages, and both 
fexes, were addided to it in an uncommon degree. It 
fhould be confidered, however, that this exceptionable 
part of their condud cxiHed merely with refped to 
US; for in their general intercourfc w'ith each other, 
thefts are not more frequent than in other countries, 
where the diffioncH pradices of individuals w'ill not 
authorife an indiferiminate cenfure on the people at 
large. Allow ances fliould be made for the foibles of 
thefe poor iHanders, whofe minds w'e overpowered with ‘ 
the glare of new and captivating objeds. Stealing, 
among civilized nations, denotes a charader deepTy 
Hained with moral turpitude: but at the Friendly 
Illands, and others which w'e vifitcd, the thefts com- 
nxitted by the natives, may have been occafioned by 
lei's culpable motives: they might be Himulated folely 
by curiofuy; a defire to polfcfs lomcwhat new,- and the 
property of people very different from themfelvcs. 
Were a fet of beings, feemingly as fuperior to us, as 
w'c appeared in their eyes, to make their appearance 
among us, it might be poflible that our natural regard 
to juHice would not be able to reHrain many from being 
guilty of the fame erroneous pradices. How'ever, the 
thieving difpofition of thefe iflanders, was the means 
of affording us an infight into their ingenuity and 
quicknefs of intellcds: for their petty thefts were ma¬ 
naged with much dexterity; and thofe of greater con- 
fequence, with a fettled plan or feheme, adapted to the 
importance of the objeds. 

The hair of thefe people is, in general, thick, Hraight, 
and Hrong, though foine have it bulhy or frizzled. The 


natural colour appears to be black Uur — 

men and feme of the women, ftai^ j"'of ,1,5 
purple colour; and a few give it an nt-. or 

firH of thefe colours is produced by aoT’ 
plaiflerof burnt coral mixed with‘“"of 
by the rafpingsof a redifli wood mixed im ‘'““"d 
and laid over the hair; and the third 1. r 
eftea of turmeric root. They ar^fo 
fafliions of wearing their hair, that it is H w '“'>>1: 

which IS nioft in vogue. Some have nnn*™“' 
of the head, while it remains loner on thc^n* 
have only a part of it cut fliortrothcrs 
lock on one (idc. There are again thofe Jhl “ 
to grow to its full length, without any fuch m '' 
The women ufually wear it fhort?^the 
men are ufually cut in the fame manner 
fexes Hrip the hair from their armpits Th 
Hained with a deep blue colour from the f 

belly to half way down the thighs. TS /i''.' 
with a flat bone inftrument, fullof fine teeth 
a ftroke of a bit of flick introduces the dooed.t *' 
the flein, whereby indelible marks are 
and figures are thus traced, which, in feme, arc ww 
elegant. The women have only fmall linc^ 
printed on the infidcof the hai 4 . Asa marV^f 
^nilion, their kings are exempted from this euftom 
Themenarecycumcifed in a partial manner. Tk 
operation confifls in cutting off only a piece of the 
fore-ftm at the upper part, whereby it is rendered in- 
capable of ever covering the glans. This pradice 
at prefent, is founded only on a notion of cicanlinefs * 
The drefsof both fexes is the fame; confiffimr of*a 

piece of cloth or matting, about two yards in bradth 

and a half in length. It is double before, and, like a 
petticoat, hangs down to the middle of the leg. That 
part of the garment which is above the firdle, is 
plaited in fevcral folds, and this, when extended’, is 
lufficient to draw up and wrap round the Ihoulders. 
As to form, it is the general fafliion; but the fine matt¬ 
ing, and long pieces of cloth, arc worn only by the 
fuperior clafs of people. The inferior fort are con¬ 
tented with fmall pieces, and, very often, have only a 
covering made of the leaves of plants, or the maro, 
a narrow piece of cloth, or matting, like a falh. This 
they pafs between the thighs and round the waifl. It 
is feldom ufed by the men. In their haivas, or grand 
entertainments, theirdrefles, though the fame inform, 
are various, and cmbellifhed, more or lefs, with red fea¬ 
thers. Both men and women defend their faces oc- 
cafionally from the fun with little bonnets, made of va¬ 
rious forts of materials. The ornaments, worn by 
thofe of either fex, arc the fame. The moH common 
are necklaces, made of the fruit of pandanus, and va¬ 
rious fweet fmelling flowers, known by the general 
name of KakuIIa. Others confiH of fmall fhells, 
fiiarks teeth, the wing and leg bones of fmall birds, 
all which are pendant on the brcaH. In this manner 
they alfo wear a poliflied mother of pearl fliell, or a 
ring on the upper part of the arm: rings of torcoife- 
fiiell on the fingers; and feveral of thefejoined together 
form bracelets for the wriHs. Two holes are perfo¬ 
rated in the lobes of the cars, wherein they put cylin¬ 
drical bits of ivory, of the length of three inches, in¬ 
troduced at one hole, and drawn out of the other; or 
bits of reed filled with yellow pigment. T his appears 
to be a fine powder of turmeric, which their women 
rub all over their bodies, in the fame manner as the 
European ladies ule their dry rouge upon their cheeks. 
Perfonal clcanlinefs is their Hudy and delight. To 
maintain which they bathe frequently in the ponds, 
preferring them to the fea, though the water has an 
intolerable Hench; when they are obliged to 
the fca, from a notion that fait water injures the lKin» 
they will have freHi water poured over them to wa 
off its bad effeds. They arc extravagantly 
cocoa-nut oil; a great quantity of which 
upon their head and (boulders, and rub the booy 
over w'ith a fmaller quantity, . r t-. 

The domeHic life of thefe people is neither 
borious as to be difagreeabic, nor fo free from 
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-- Zy fuffer them to degenerate into indolcrxe. 

^^..nrrv has been fo favoured by nature, that the 
Xhcirco y occur; and their atflive difpofition 
be a iufficient bar to the laft. By this for- 
concurrence of circumftances, their nccelfary 
yields, in its turn, to their amufements and 
which are never interrupted by the thoughts 
"^/J^iTobliged to recur to bufmefs, till they are in- 
A dbvfaticty to wilh for that tranlition. 1 he cm- 
1 vment of the women is not fatiguing, and is gene- 
Ml fuch as they can without dilhculty execute in the 
f Y The making of cloth is entirly eiurufted to 
h ■ ^ care ; the procefs of which manufadure has been 
1 ! V deferibed. Their cloth is of different degrees 
fTnenefs* the coarfer kind does not receive the im- 
^ !r:nn of any pattern; but of the finer forts, they 
si various patterns, differently coloured. The cloth, 

' general, is able to refifl: water for fome time; but 
Ihiwhich has the firongefl: glaze, is leafl: liable to be 
cenetrated thereby. Another manufadurc, configned 
alfo to the women, is that of their mats, which excel 
rhofc of moft other countries, both with rcfpedl to their 
texture and beauty. Of thefe there are feven or eight 
diherent forts, ufed either for their drefs, or to fleep 
upon; but many are merely ornamental. Thefe lafl: 
arc made chiefly from the tough, membraneous part of 
the flock of the plantain-tree; thofe that they wear, 
arc generally compofed of the pandanus ; and the 
coarflr kind, whereon they fleep, are formed from a 
plant called Evarra. We obferved fevcral other arti- 
des that employ their females, as combs, of which they 
make great quantities; fmall bafkets made of the fame 
fubflance as the mats; and others, of the fibrous hufle 
of the cocoa-nut, either interwoven with beads, or 
plain; all which are finifiied with extraordinaiy neat- 
nefs and taftc. The province of the men is, as might 
reafonably be expeded, far more laborious and cxtcnln e 
than that of the other fex. Architedpre, boat-building, 
agriculture: and fifliing, conflitute tKeir principal occu¬ 
pations, and are the main objeds of their attention. 
As cultivated roots and fruits form their chief fubfif- 
tence, they find it neceflary to pradice hulbandry, 
which, by their induftry, they have brought to a 
degree of perfedion. In managing yams and plan¬ 
tains, they dig fmall holes for their reception, and 
afterwards root up the furrounding grafs. The inflru- 
ments ufed for this purpofe, are called hoo, and are 
nothing more than flakes of various lengths, flattened 
and fliarpcned to an edge at one end; and the largeft 
ones have a fliort piece fixed tranrvei fcly, by means of 
which they prefs the implement into the ground with 
the foot. VVhen they plant the two above mentioned 
vegetables, they obferve fuch particular exadnefs, that, 
which ever way you turn your eyes, the rows prefent 
ihemfelves complete and regular. The bread-fruit 
and cocoa-nuts, arc difperfed about, without any order; 
and when they have arrived at a certain height, give 
them little or no trouble. The fame may be faid of 
another large tree, producing a roiindifh comprelTed 
nut, called ceefee; and of a fmaller one, bearing an 
oval nut, with two or three triangular kernels. Ti e 
J^appeis, in general, planted regularly, and in large 
fpors; but the Mawhaha is interfperfed among othei 
things, as are alfo the yams and jecjcc. Sugar cane is 
ufually in fmall fpots, clofely crowded. The mul¬ 
berry, of which the cloth is made, is kept very clean, 
3 nd has a good fpace allowed for its growth. The 
pandanus is commonly planted in a row, clofc together, 
at the fidcs of the fields. 

Ihcfc people difplay very little tafle or ingenuity in 
the conftrudion of their houfes. Thofe belonging to 
the common people arc wretched huts, fcarce fufficient 
to (licltcr them from the inclemency of the weather, 
thofe of the better fort arc larger, as well as more 
commodious and comfortable. A houfc of the mid- 
tinngfizeis of the follow’ing dimenfions, namely, abou' 
1? feet in height, 20 in breadth, and 30 in length. 

heir houfes are', properly fpeaking, thatched roois or 

cds, fupported by rafters and pofls. I’he fioor is 
taned with earth fmoothed, and <;gvcred with thick 


matting. Some habitations aiie open all round; but 
the major part of them arc cnclofcd on the weather 
tide with flrongmats, or with branches of the cocoa- 
nut tree, plaited, or interwoven with each other. A 
thick mat, about three feet broad, bent into a femicir- 
c liar form, and placed edgeways, with the ends louch- 
i ig the lide of the houfe, cnclofcs a fufficient fpace for 
the mafler and miflrefs to fleep in. The refl of the 
family fleep upon any part of the floor, the unmarried 
men and women lying apart from each other. If the 
family is large, they have little huts adjoining, in which 
the fervants fleep. The whole of their furniture con- 
fifls of fome wooden flooi.s, which ferve them for pil¬ 
lows; balkcts ofdiircrcnt fizes, in which they put their 
combs, fifli hooks, and tools; two or three wooden 
bowls, in which they make kava ; fome cocoa-nut 
Ihells, a few gourds, and a bundle of cloth. But they 
arc very fkilful in building their canoes, which, indeed, 
are the mofl perfcdl of their mechanical productions. 
The double ones arc very large, fufficiently fo to carry 
about 50 perfons, and they fail at a great rate. They 
fix upon them generally a hut or flicd, for the recep¬ 
tion of the mafler and his family. Thefe are made of 
the bread-fruit tree, and the workmanfliip is extremely 
neat. 1‘hey appear on the out-fide as if they w’cre 
compofed of one folid piece; bur upon clofer infpec- 
tion, tliey arc found to confifl of a great number of 
planks, fitting each other exactly, and by means of a 
ledge on the infide, are fecured together with cocoa¬ 
line. Tjic fingle canoes are furnilned with an out- 
rigger. The only tools which they make ufe of in the 
conftru(Stion of ihcfe boats, arc hatchets, or adzes, of a 
iVnooth black flone; augers, made of fharks teeth; 
and rafps, compofed of the rough fkin of a fifli, faflened 
on flat pieces of wood. The fame tools are all they 
have for other works, except fliclls, which ferve them 
for knives. I'heir cordage is made of the fibres of the 
cocoa-nut hulk, which, though not more than to in¬ 
ches long, they plait about the flze of a quill, to what¬ 
ever length may be required, and roll it up into balls; 
and by rw'ifting feveral of thcfc together, tlicy form 
their ropes of a larger flze. Their iilhing-lincs are as 
ftrong and even as our beft cord. Their fmall hooks 
confifl entirely of pearl llicll; but the large ones are 
only covered w'ith it on the back; and the points of 
both are, in general, of tortoifeflicll. With the large 
hooks they catch albicorc.s, and bonettos, by putting 
them to a b.amboo-rod, about 12 feet long, with a line 
of the fame length. They have alfo a number of 
fmall feins, fome of which are of the mofl delicate 
texture. 

Their muflcal reeds or pipes, refembling the fyrinx 
of the ancients, have eight or ten pieces placed parallel 
to each ocher, mofl of which arc of unequal lengths. 
Their flutes are made of a joint of bamboo, about 
18 inches long, and arcclofed at both ends, having a 
hole near each end, and four others; two of which, and 
only one of the firfl, arc ufed by them in playing. 
They clofc the left noflril with the thumb of the left- 
hand, and blow into the hole at one end with the other 
noflril. The fore-finger of the right-hand is applied 
to the lowclt hole on the right, arid the middle finger 
of the left, to the firfl hole on that fide. In this man¬ 
ner, with only three notes, they produce a plcafing, 
though Ample harmony. Their nafta, or drum, has 
been deferibed already. Their warlike weapons are 
clubs curioufly ornamented, fpears, and darts. They 
make bows and arrows, but thefe are intended for 
amufement, and not for the purpofes of war. Their 
flools or rather pillows, are about two feet long, but 
only four or five inches in height, and near tour ia 
breadth, inclining downwards towards the middle, with 
fourflrong legs and circular feet; the whole compofed 
of brown or black wood, neatly poli filed, and fometimes 
mlaid with ivory. They likewife inlay with ivory the 
handles of fly-flaps; and, with a fliark’s tooth, fhape 
bones into figures of mtn, birds. &c. 

Their vegetable diet confifts principally of plantains, 
cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and yams; and their chief 
articles of animal food are hogs, fifli, and fowls; but 
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the common people frequently eat rats. Hogs, fowls, 
and turtle, however, feem to be only occafional dainties, 
referved for perfons of rank. Their food is dreffed 
by baking, as at Otaheitc; and they make, from dif¬ 
ferent forts of fruit, fevcral diflics, which are very good. 
They fometimes boil their filli in the green leaves of 
the plantain-tree, which ferve as a bag to hold both 
fi(h and water: having tied them up, they wrap them 
again in three or four other leaves, and place them upon 
flones heated for the purpofe : when fufficiently done, 
they not only eat the fifh, but drink the liquor or 
foup. They arc not very cleanly either in their cookery, 
or their meals, or manner of eating. Their ufual drink 
is water, or cocoa-nut milk, the kava being only their 
morning beverage. The food that is ferved up to the 
chiefs is generally laid upon plantain-leaves. The king, 
at his meals, was commonly attended upon by three or 
four of the natives, one of whom cut large pieces of the 
fifh, or of the joint; another afterwards divided it into 
mouthfuls, and the reft flood by the cocoa-nuts, and 
whatever elfe he might happen to want. We never 
faw a large company fit down to a fociable meal, by 
eating from the fame difh. The women are not ex¬ 
cluded from taking their daily repafl in company with 
the men ; but there are certain ranks that arc not al¬ 
lowed either to eat or drink together. This diflindtion 
begins with his majefly, but where it ends we know 
not. Thefe people rife at day-break, and retire to refl 
as foon as it becomes dark. They, for the mofl part, 
fleep alfo in the day-time, when the weather is very 
hot. They are fond of afibciating together: in con- 
fequcnce of w'hich, it is not uncommon to find feveral 
houfes empty, and the pofielTors of them afiemblcd in 
fomc other houfe, or upon fome convenient fpot in 
the neighbourhood, where they relax themfelves by 
converfation and other amufements. Their private 
diverfions chiefly confift of dancing, finging, and mufic. 
When two or three women fnap their fingers, and fing 
in concert, it is called oobai; but when there are 
more, they form fevcral parties, each of which fings in 
a different key; whereby an agreeable melody is made, 
termed heeva, or haiva. The fongs are generally ac¬ 
companied with the mufic of their flutes. The dances 
both of the men and women, are performed with an eafe 
^nd grace not cafily to be deferibed. We could not 
determine with precifion, whether their marriages were 
rendered durable by any kind of folemn contrad : it is 
certain, however, that the major part of the people con¬ 
tented themfelves w^ith one wife. The chiefs, indeed, 
have commonly fevcral women, though there was only 
one (as we thought) who was confidered in the light of 
miflrefs of the family, a circumflance remarked among 
all nations where concubinage and polygamy were allow¬ 
ed. Though female chaflity feemed to be held in 
little eflimation, not a fingle breach of conjugal fidelity 
happened, to our knowledge, during the whole time 
of our continuance at thefe iflands; nor were the un¬ 
married women of rank more liberal of their favours: 
but numbers were of a difterent charader; yet mofl* 
if not all of them, of the loweft clafs of people; and* 
fuch of thofe who permitted familiarities to our crews, 
were proflitutes by profefiion. 

The concern Ihewn by thefe iflanders for the dead, 
is a flrong proof of their humanity. Be/ides the Toogc, 
of which mention has been made before, and burnt 
circles, and fears, they flrike a fliark’s tooth into their 
heads, till the blood flows plentifully, beat their teeth 
with flones, and thrufl fpears not only through their 
cheeks into their mouths, but alfo into the inner part of 
their thighs, and into their fides; fo that, to ufe a com¬ 
mon expreflion, their mourning may be faid to be not in 
words but deeds. And fuch a rigorous difeipline 
muft, one would think, require an uncommon d^ree 
of affedion, or the mofl grofs fuperflition, to exad. 

It is highly probable the lafl has a fliare in it; for 
many could not have any knowledge of the perfon for 
whom their concern was cxprefTed. We faw the pco- 
of Tongataboq deploring the death of a chief at Vivaoo; 
and other finiilar inflances occurred during our flay! 
The more painful operations, however, are pradiced 
4 


' only when they mourn the deiithoTHklr --* 

conneded with them. When a pe^n 
wrapped up in mats, or cloth, or both » 

terred. The Fiatookas feem to be apDronr-^ 
chiefs and other perfons of diftindion'^ 
people have no particular fpot fet apart for tK 
It IS uncertain what mourning ceremoni« nf 
general one; but we are well aflbrTof 
others which continue a long time • the fim. T,‘"S 
reewagee's wife was attende^d with cerinie 
days duration. Thefe people feem to 
as a great evil, to avert which they have a 
cuflom. When Captain Cook! durbVh?/?^'^^ 
voyage, vifited thefe iflands, he obferved^hat marnf 
the natives had one or both of their little fingers^ 'off 
of the reafon of which mutilation he could nor ^ 
obtain a fatisfadory account. But he W3snr^ 

formed, that they performed this operation whe^thei; 

are afflided with fome dangerous diforder which ^ 
imagine may bring them to the grave. They funnnf/ 
that the little finger will be accepted of by the deiira; 
a kind of propitiatory facrificc, fufficiently cfficaciom 
to procure their recovery. In cutting it olf. thev mat! 
ufe of a flonc hatchet. We faw fcarldv one S J 
ten who was not thus mutilated; and they fometimes 
cut fo clofe, as to encroach upon that bone of the hand 
which joins the amputated finger. It is alfo common 
lor the lower clafs of people to cut off a joint of their 

little finger, on account of the fickncfs of the chiefs to 

whom they refipedively belong. When this rigid ftrief- 
nefs with which they perform their mourning and re- 
ligious ceremonies is confidered, it might be expeded, 
that they endeavoured thereby to fccurc to themfelves 
eternal happinefs; but their principal objedt regards 
things merely temporal; for they have apparently 
little conception of future punifliment for fins com¬ 
mitted in the p^efent life. They believe, however, 
that they meet with juft punifliment in the prefent 
ftate; and, therefore, put every method in pradice to 
render their divinities propitious. They admit a plura. 
lity of deities, all of them inferior to Kallafootonga, 
who, they fay, is a female, and the fupreme authorefs 
of nature, refiding above, and diredting the wind, rain, 
thunder, &c. They are of opinion that when (he is 
much difpleafed with them, the produdlions of the 
earth are blafted, many things confumed by lightning, 
and themfelves afflidled with ficknefs and death; but 
that when her anger abates, every thing is immediately 
reftored to its former flate. Among their fubordinatc 
deities, they mention Futtafaihe, or Footafooa, who has 
the adminiflration of the fea, and its produdlions; Too- 
fooa-boolootoo, god of the clouds and fogs; Talletcboo, 
Mattaba, Tareeava, and others. The fame fyflemof 
principles docs not extend all over the Friendly IHands; 
the fupreme deity of Hapaee, for inflance, being called 
Alo Alo. They entertain very abfurd opinions relative 
to the power and various attributes of their gods, who, 
they fuppofe, have no further concern with them after 
death. They have, however, jufter fentiinents refpec- 
ting the immortality of the foul, which they call lifc> 
the living principle, or an Otooa, that is a divinin’. 
They imagine that, immediately after death, the fouls 
of their chiefs are feparated from their bodies, and 
to a delightful region called Boolootoo, the god o 
which is ftiled Goolcho, by whom they probably p^ 
fonify death. His country, according tp their 
logy, is the general repofitory of the dead; and mcy 
who are once conveyed thither die no more, and 1^ 
on all the favourite produdlions of their native fou, 
which this blifsful abode is fuppofed ^ 

plentifully furnifhed. The fouls of thofe in • 
rank of the people are faid to fufler a kind of tran 
gration ; or are eaten up, they think, by a 
Laora, which walks over the graves with that in • 
They do not worfliip any vifible part of the 
any thing made with their own hands: nor ^ 
make any offerings of dogs, hogs, and fruit (as is t 
tom at Otaheite) unlefs emblematically: 
reafon to doubt of their offering up human „g. 
Their Fiatookas; or Morais, arc, in general, 
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, nd places of worOiip: fome of them, however, 
^^red to be appropriated only to the former piir- 
^^r^butthefewerefmall, and very inferior to the red. 

are acquainted only with the general outlines of 
u > government. A fubordination, refembling the 
? j 1 fudem ofouranccdors in Europe, is edablifhed 
^*^^^^{Tthem; but of its fubdivifions, and the condi- 
parts we are ignorant. By fome of the natives 
^^rwereinformed, that the king’s power is unlimited. 
A that he has the abfolute difpofal of the lives and 
rties of his fubjedhs; yet the few circumdances 
t fell under our obferyation, contradidled, rather 
?3n confirmed, the idea of a defpotic fvvay. Maree- 
Laze Feenou,iind Old Toobou, aded each the part of 
petty fovereign, and not unfrcqucntly counteraded 
4 c meafures of the king. Nor was the court of Pou^ 
lahofuperior in fplendor to thofe of Old Toobou and 
Mareewagee, who, next to his majedy, were the mod 
potent chiefs in thefe iflands; and after them Feenou 
Speared to dand highed in rank and authority. But, 
however independent on the king the principal men 
may be, the inferior people are totally fubjed to the 
will of the chiefs to whom they feverally belong. The 
illand of Tongataboo is divided into numerous dif- 
trii^, each of which has its peculiar chief, who dif- 
tributes jiidice, and decides difputes within his own 
territory. Mod of thefe chieftains have cHarcs in 
other ifiand.s whence they procure fupplies. The 
king, at dated times, receives the produdions of his 
diftant domains, at Tongataboo, which is not Only the 
iifual place of his rcddcnce, but the abode of mod 
perfons of didindion among thefe idands. Its in¬ 
habitants call it frequently the Land of Chiefs, and 
digmatize the fubordinate ifles with the appellation 
of Lands of Servants. The chiefs are dyled by the 
people Lords of the Earth, and alfo of the fun and 
iky. The royal family afliimc the name of Futtafaihe, 
from the god didinguifhed by that title, who is pro¬ 
bably coniidcred by them as their tutelary patron. 
The king's peculiar title is fimply Tooe 1 onga. The 
■order and decorum obferved in his prefence, and like- 
wife in that of the other chiefs, are truly admirable. 
Whenever he fits down, all the attendants feat them- 
felvcs before him, forming a ferni-circle, and leaving 
a fufficient fpace between them and him, into which 
no one, unlefs he has particular bufinefs, prefumes to 
enter] nor is any one fudered to dr, or pafs behind 
him, or even near him, without his permidion. When 
a perfon wiflics to fpeak to his majedy, he comes for¬ 
ward, and having feated himfelf before him, delivers 
in a few words what he has to fay ; then, after being 
favoured with an anfwer, retires. If the king fpeaks 
to any one, the latter gives an anfwcr from Ids fear, 
unlefs he is to receive an order? in which cafe he 
rifes from his place, and feats himfelf crofs-lcgged. 
Captain King has addmed, that this podure is pecu¬ 
liar to the men, for the females, that gentleman fays, 
always fit with both their legs thrown a little on one 
lide. To fpeak to the king danding would here be 
confidcred as a glaring mark of rudenefs. None of 
the mod civilized nations have ever exceeded thefe 
illanders in the great order and regularity maintained 
on every occafion, in ready and fubmifiive compliance 
U’lth the commands of their fuperiors, and in the 
^rfedharmony that fubfids among all ranks. Such a 
behaviour manifeds itfelf in a remarkable manner, 
whenever their-chiefs harangue a body of them adem- 
bled together, which frequently happens. The greared 
attention and mod profound iilcnce arc obferved during 
the harangue ; and whatever might be the purport of 
the oration, we never favv a fingle indance, when any 
one of thofe who were prefent, dicwcd figns of being 
oilplcafed, or feemed in the lead inclined to difpute 
c declared will of the fpeakcr. It is a peculiar pri- 
annexed to the perfon of the king, nor to be 
punctured, nor circumcifcd, as all his fubjccds arc. 

nenever he walks out, all who meet him mud fit 
^owri till he has paded. No perfon is fudered to be 
hL frnud, on the contrary, come under 

The method of doing homage to him, 

*^0. 58. 00 


and the other chiefs, is as follows: the perfon who is 
to pay obeilance, fquats down before the great perfon- 
age, and bows the head down to the folc of his foot, 
which he taps or t(»uchcs, with the upper and under 
fide of the fingers of each hand ; then riling up, he 
retires. We had reafon to think, that his majedy 
cannot refufe any one who is deliroiis of paying him 
this homage, called by the natives moc moea? for the 
people would frequently think proper to diew him 
thefe marks of fubmiflion whfen he was walking; and, 
on fuch occalions, he was obliged to dop, and hold up 
one ot his feet behind him, till they had performed 
this rcfpetdful ceremony. This, to fo corpulent and 
unweildy a man as Poulaho, mud have been trouble- 
fome and painful; and we have feen him fometimes 
endeavour, by running, to get out of the way, or to 
reach a convenient place for fitting down. The handSj 
after having been thus applied, become in fome cafes^ 
ufclcfs a fhort time; for till thefe are wafhed, they mud 
not couch food of any kind. This prohibition, in a 
country, where water is far from being plentiful, would 
be attended with an inconvenience, if a piece of any 
juicy plant, which they can immediately procure, 
being rubbed over the hands, did riot ferve for thp 
purpofe of purification. When thus circumdanced^ 
they term their fituation taboo rema ; the former word 
generally hgnifying forbidden, and the latter implying 
hand. When the taboo is inairred, by doing homage 
to a perfon of rank, it may thus be eafily waOied off? 
but in feveral other cafes, it mud continue for a cer¬ 
tain period. We have often feen women, who have 
been taboo rema, fed by others. The inicrdidcd per¬ 
fon, after the limited time is elapfed, waft.cs herfelf in 
one of their b.iths, which are, in general, dirty ponds df 
brackilh water. She then waits upon the king, and, 
after having p:iid the cudonwy obeifance, takes hold 
of his foot, which flic applies to her fhoulders, bread, 
and other parts; he then embraces her on both flioulders, 
and Ibe immediately retires, purified from her une’eari- 
nefs. If it be always necellary to have rccourfe to his 
majedy for this purpofe (of which we are not certain, 
chough Omiah affured us .. was) it may be one rcafort 
for his travelling very frequently from one ifiand to 
another. The word taboo, as we have before obferved, 
has a very excenlive fignification. I'hcy call human 
fucrificcs, Tangata taboo; and when any particular 
thing is prohibited to be eaten, or made ufc of, they 
fay It is taboo. We were told by them, that if the 
king Ihould go into a houfe belonging to one of his 
fubjects, that houfe would become taboo, and , could 
never be again inhabited by the owner of it; fo that, 
wherever his majedy travels, there are houfes peculiarly 
afiigned for his accommodarion. At this time Old 
Toobou predded over the taboo; that is, if Omiah did 
not mifunderdand thofe whogave him the intelligence, 
he, and his deputies, had theinfpedion of all the produce 
of the ifiand, taking care that each individual fhould 
cultivate and plant his quota,and diredting what fliould 
and what Ihould not beeaten. Byfo prudent a regulation, 
they takectfedI:ualprecautionsagaindafaminc;'rufficient 
ground is employed in raifing provifions; and every 
article is fecured from unncceffary crinfinnption. By 
another good regulation, an ofiiccrof rank is appointed 
to fuperintend the police. This department was ad- 
minidered, while we continued among them, by 
Feenou, whofe budnefs (as we were informed) it was, 
to punilh all delinquents: he was alfo generaliflimo, on 
commander in chief of the forces of the iflands. 
Poulaho himfelf declared to us, that, if he fliould be¬ 
come a bad man, Feenou would dethrone, and kill 
him; by which he doubtlefs meant, that, if he neglected 
the duties of his high dation, or governed in a manner 
that would prove prejudicial to the public welfare, Fee¬ 
nou would be defired by the other chiefs, or by the 
colle(ftivc body of the people, to depofc him from the 
fupremc command, and put him to death. A kipg 
thus fubje^t to controul and punifliment for abufe of 
power, cannot judly be deemed a defpotic prince. 
When we take into conlideration the number of iflands 
of which this dateeonfids, and the didance of which 
6 E fome 
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fc'ine -of them are Tcmovcd from the feat of govern- 
tnent. attempts to throw off the yoke of fubje<flion 
might be appiehencled. But they informed us, that 
this circirmftance never happens. One rcafon of their 
not being thus embroiled in domeftic commotrons may 
be this; that all the principal chiefs take up their refi- 
dence at Ibngataboo. They alfo fecure the depend¬ 
ence of the other ides, by the decifive celerity of their 
operations: for if a feditious and popular man fliould 
dart up in any of thetp, Feenou, or whoevTr happens 
to hold his office, is immediately difpatched thither to 
put him to death; by which means they extinguifli an 
infurredion while it is yet in embryo. The different 
claffes of their chiefs feemed to be nearly as numerous 
as among us; but there are few,comparatively fpcakingj 
that arc lords of extenfive diftricls of territory. It is 
faid, that when a perfon of property dies, all his pof- 
feffions devolve on the fovereign; but that it is cufto- 
mary to give them to the elded fon of the deceafed, 
with this condition annexed, that he fliould provide, 
out of thceftate, for the other children. The crown is 
hereditary; and we know, from a particular circum 
ftance, that the Futtafaihes, of which family is Poulaho, 
have reigned, in a direct line, for the fpacc of at lead 
one hundred and thirty-five years, which have elapfed 
between our prefent vidt to thefe iflands, and Tafman's 
difeovery of them. Upon our inquiring, whether any 
traditional account of the arrival of Tafman’s Ihips 
had been preferved among them, till this time, we 
found, that the hiftory had been delivered down to them 
with great accuracy: for they faid, that his two fhips 
refcmbled ours; and alfo mentioned the place where 
they had lain at anchor; their having continued but a 
■few days; and their quitting that flation to go to An- 
namooka; and, for the purpofe of infonning us how 
long ago this affair had happened, they communicated to 
us the name of the Fiittafoihe who reigned at that time, 
and thofe who fucceeded him in the fovereignty downto 
Poulaho, who is the fifth monarch lince that period. It 
might be imagined, that the prefent reigning fovereign 
of the Friendly Ides had the higheft rank in his domi¬ 
nions: but we found it otherwife; for Latoolibooloo, 
whom we have already noticed, and three ladies of rank* 
are fuperior in fome rcfpecfls to Poulaho himfcif. Thefe 
great perfonages, are diftinguilhed by the title of Tam- 
maha, which denotes a chief. When we made enquiry 
concerning them, we were informed that the late king, 
father of Poulaho, left behind him a fifier of equal 
rank, and older than himfelf; that, by a native of Fee- 
jee, Ihe had a fon and two daughters; and that thefe 
three perfons. as well as their mother, arc of higher rank 
than the king. The mother, and (me of her daugh¬ 
ters, named Tooccla-kaipa, relide at Vavaoo: the other 
daughter, called Moungoula-kaipa, and Latoolibooloo, 
the fon, dwell at Tongataboo. Moungoula-kaipa, 
the lady of quality whom we mentioned ashavingdined 
with Captain Cook on the 21 ll of June. Latoolibooloo 
is thought by his countrymen to be’out of his fenfes. 
At Middlcburgh, they fhe\ycd us a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of land, faid to be his property; and, at the fame 
place, wefaw a fon of his, a child* who was honoured 
with the fame refpedt, title, and homage as his father : 
and the natives much humoured and careffed this little 
Tammaha. 

The language of thefe ifiands bears a great refem- 
blance to that of Otaheite, as w'ill appear from the 
following fmall collciilion of words, w'hich wc have 
endeavoured to make as corrccfl as poffible. 

A TABLE, containing a fhort fpccimen of the Lan- 
- guageof the Friendly Islands,, with correfponding 
w Ol ds of the fame fignification, as ufed in Otaheit^ 


Friendly Isles 

Koomoo 

Wakka 

Oolc 

Aho 

Tarcenga. 


Otaheite Eng 

Coma 
Evaa 
Ere 
Aou 
Tareea 


rLISH 

^he Beard 
A Boat or Caftoe 
Black 
The Dawn 
The Ear 


Eafoi 

Taheinc 

Fooroo 

Fonoda 

Tao 

Tangata 

Motooa 

Ooha 

Goola 

Elaa 

Mohe 

Tooft 

Tahee 

Fatoord 

Elelo 

Amou 

Horo 

Matangcc 

Avy 

Vefaine 

Kohaeea 

Mafanna 

Ou 

Koe 

Ai 

Kace 

Ongofooroo 

Etoo 

Tange# 

Eky 


Toonea 
Eroroo 
Fenooa 
Tao 
Taata 
Madooa 
Eooa 
Oora oora 
Eraa 
Moe 


The Hair 
Lund 

^ Barm 
Raifi 
Red 
The Sun 
Sleep 

A Servant 

or oiie’af 
mean rank '' 
The Sea 
Thunder 
The Tongue 
To holdfnji 

the 

IVater 


Taec 

Patcere 

Erero 

Mou 

Horoee 

Mataee 

Evy 

Waheine 

Yahacea 

Mahanna 

Wou 

Oe 

Ai 

Ace 

Ahooroo 
A too 
Tace 
Ey 


A Woman 
What is that? 
Warm 
J 

Tes 

No 

Ten 

To rife up 
To Jhed tears 
To eat 


We mud here obferve, that vocabularies of this 
kind cannot be entirely free from errors. Thefe wiH 
unavoidably fpring up from various caufes. It will be 
difficult to fix the objcA of enquiry, when the concep¬ 
tions of thofe from whom w e arc to learn the words, fo 
widely difier from our own; nor could much be ob- 
tained from a preceptor who knew very few words of 
any language that his pupil was converfant with: but,"^ 
w hat led us frequently into mi flakes, was, the impofii- 
bility of catching the true found of a word, to which 
our ears had never been accuflomed, from perfons, 
whofe pronunciation feemed to us, in general, fo in- 
diftindl, that two of us writing down the fame word 
from the fame mouth, made ufe, not only of different 
vowels, but even different confonants, the founds of 
w hich are lead: liable to ambiguity. Befides, from the 
natives endeavouring to imitate us, or from our having 
mifunderflood them, w^e were led into flrange corrup¬ 
tions of words: thus, for example; chceto, chough to¬ 
tally different from the real word, in the language of 
Tongataboo, was alw'ays ufed by us to exprefs a thief. 
T his mi (lake took its rife from one, into which wc had 
fallen, when at New' Zealand. For though the word 
that fignifics thief there, is the very fame in the 
friendly Iflands (being Kaeehaa at both places) yet by 
fome blunder we had ufed the word teete, (ir(l at New 
Zealand, and afrerw’ards at Tongataboo; the natives 
whereof, endeavouring to imitate us as nearly as they 
could, fabricated the word chceto; and this, by a com¬ 
plication of millakes, was adopted by us as our own. 

I'he language of the Friendly Iflands bears a (Ink¬ 
ing refemblance to that of new Zealand, of Otaheite, 
and all the Society Ifles. Many of their words arc 
alfo the fame with thofe ufed by the inhabitants 01 
Cocos Ifland, as may be feen by confulting a vocabu¬ 
lary made there by Le Maire and Schouten. And yet, 
though Tafman’s people ufed the words of that voca¬ 
bulary, in fpeaking to the natives of Tongatabtw, (hj^ 
Amflerdam) we are told, in the accounts of his voy¬ 
age, that they did not undcrlland one another: a cir 
cumitance worthy of notice; as it fliew^s how cautiou 
w’e ought to be, upon the fcanty evidence afforded y 
fuch tranfient vifits as Tafman's, and wc 
thofe of moft of the fubfequent navigators of the 1 - 
cific Ocean, to found any argument about the ’ 
or want of affinity, of the languages of different i( an * 
No perfon will venture to fay now', that a Cocos m j 
and one of Tongataboo, could not undcrilan 
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of the words at Horn IHand, another of 

^houten’s difcoverieti are alfo a part of the language 

pronunciation of the natives of the Friendly 
^’differs, indeed, in many inftances, from that both 
f Onheite and New Zealand; neverthclcfs a great 
^ her of words, are either very little changed, or 
the fame. The language fpoken by the Friendly 
THanders, is fufficicntly copious to exprefs all their ideas; 
befides being harmonious in common converfation, 
adapted to thepurpofes of muric,of which we 
h d many proofs. As far as we could judge, from our 
niort intera>urfe with the natives, its component parts 
^ not numerous; and in fome of its rules it agrees 
vith other known languages: indeed it has none of the 
infleiflions of nounsand verbs, as in the Latin tongue; 
bat we could difeern eafilythc feveral degrees of com- 
oarifon. Among hundreds of words we were able to 
collect,*'ve found terms to exprefs numbers as far as a 
hundred thoufand, beyond which they either would 
not or could not reckon: for having got thus far, 
thev commonly ufed a word cxprelTing an indefinite 

^^Auhefe iflands the tides are more confiderable, than 
at any other of Captain Cook’s difeoveries in this 
ocean,that are fituatcd within either of the tropics. In 
the channels between the iflands, it flows near tide and 
half tide; and it is only here and in a few places near 
the Ihores, that the tide is perceptible; fo that we could 
guefs only at the (quarter from \vhence the flood comes. 


In the road of Annamooka it fets W. S. W. and the 
ebb the contrary, but it falls into the harbour of Ton- 
gataboo from the N. W. palTes through the two guts 
on each fide of Hoolaiva, where it nins rapidly, and 
then fpends itfell in the Lagoon. The ebb returns 
the fame way with rather greater force. The N. W. 
tide, at the entrance of the Lagoon, is met by one from 
the E. but this we found to be very inconfiderable. At 
Annamooka it is high water near fix o’clock, on tlK: 
full and change of the moon; and the tide rifes and 
falls about fix feet, upon a perpendicular. In the har¬ 
bour of Tongataboo the tide rifes and falls four feet 
three quarters on the full and change days, and three 
feet and a half at the quadratures. 

During our flay here we had feveral favourable op¬ 
portunities of making afironomical and nautical obfer- 
vations; whereby we aficrtained the difl'crcnce of lon¬ 
gitude between \nnamooka and Tongataboo with more 
exadtnefs than was done in Captain Cook’s fccond voy¬ 
age. The latitude of the former is 20 deg. i 5 min. S. 
and its longitude 185 deg. if min. r8 fee. E. The 
obfervatory was placed on the well; fide of this ifland: 
; and near the middle of the north fide of the ifland of 
fongacaboo, the latitude of which, according to themofl: 
accurate obfervations, we found to be 21 deg. 8 min. 
fee. S. and its longitude i 84 deg. 55 min. 18 fee. E. 
Having now concluded our remarks on the Friendly 
Iflands, and the natives, we fhall take a final leave of 
them, and refume in the next chapter, the profecution 
of the hifiory of our voyage* 


CHAP. VII. 

Tbe Rc/ohition and Difeovery dircB their Cotirfefor Otaheite avd the Society TJles—Heavy Squalls and hlorjoing Weather—^ 
An Eclipfeof the Moon ohferved^Tbey difccruer the Ifland of Toobouai—Its Situation, Extenty and Produce—A De- 
firipPion of the PerfonSy Drefs, and Carnesy of the Inhabitants—The two Ships arrive in Oheitepea Harbour at Otahette —• 

Omiah's Reception—His hnprudent Conduli—An Account of two Spanijb Ships, which had twice vifited the Ifland - 

Great Demand for red Feathers—Captain Cook viflts a Chief faid by Omiah to be the Olla, or God of Bolabola—Account 
f a Houfe ereHed by the Spaniards — inferiptions—The Captains Interview •: ith IVahciadooa—Defeription of a Toopa- 
paoo—An Entbuflafl—The Ships anchor in Matavai Bay—Interview with Otoo, King of Otaheite — Omiah's impru^ 
dent Behaviour—Animals landedy and Occupations on Shore—Vifit from a Native who had been at Lima^Parttadars 
relating to Oedidee—A Rebellion in Eimeo—A Council of Chiefs called, who declare for IVar—A human Sacrifice offered 
for the Succefs of their Arms—An Account of the Ceremonies at the great Marai, and the Behaviour of the Natives - 


Other particular Ciifloms among the Otaheileans* 

O N Thurfday, the 17th of July, when fleering for 
our intended port, the body of Eaoo, at eight 
o’clock in the evening, bore N. E. by N. diflant three 
leagues. The wind blew a frefh gale at eaft; and wc 
ftood with it to the fouth, till after fix o'clock the next 
morning, when, in latitude 22 deg. 24 min. S. afudden 
fquall took our lliips aback, and before they could be 
trimmed on the other tack, the main-fail and top-gal¬ 
lant fails were much torn. On the 19th, the wind kept 
benveen the S. W. and S. E. and the next day veered 
to the E. N. E. and N. In the night betwxcn the 20th 
and 21 flan eclipfeof the moon was obferved, when we 
found our fhip to be in latitude 22 deg. 57 min. 30fee. 
and in longitude 186 deg. 57 min. 30 fee. We con¬ 
tinued to flretch to the E. S. E. without meeting w’ith 
any thing remarkable till Tuefday the 29th, when, in 
latitude 28 deg. 6 min S. and in longitude 189 deg. 23 
pun. E. the weather became tempeftuous, and a fudden 
Iquall carried away the main-top, and top-gallant-mafl 
° a u She had alfo her jib carried away, 

and her rnain-fail fplit. It is aflonifliing to fee with 
"'nat fpirit and alacrity Englilfi failors exert themfclves 
®n fuch occafions. Amidfl a florin, when it would 
ave been almoft impofliblc for a landfman to have 
^^.^^tnfclf upon deck, the failors mounted aloft, 
, wuh incredible rapidity cleared aw'ay the wreck, 
thVa r^ preferved the fhip. Nothing equal to 
of K happened to the Difeovery in the courfe 

furv% Refolution cfcape the 

^ “orm. We we.»-c, at this time, under fin- 
^cled top-fails, courfes, and ftay-fails. Tw^o of 


the latter were almoft dcmoliflied, and it wa.s with the 
utmofl difficulty that we faved the other fails. The 
fquall being over, we law feveral lights moving on 
board the Difeovery; whence we concluded that fome- 
thing had given way. Both wind and w'cathcr conti¬ 
nued very unfettlcd till noon, when the latter cleared 
up, and the former fettled in the N. W. quarter. 
This day wc were vifited by fome pintado birds, 
which were the firfl: we had feen fine? we left land. 
At noon, of the 31 ft. Captain Clerke made a fignal 
to fpcak with us; and by the return of our boat we 
were informed, that the head of the Difeovery's 
main-mafl had fprung in fuch a manner, as to render 
the rigging of another top maft exceeding dangerous; 
that having loft his top-gallant-yard, he had not ano¬ 
ther on board, nor a fpar to make one: wc therefore 
fenr him our fprit-fail top-fail-yard, which fupplied 
this want for the prefent; and the next day, by getting 
up a jury-top-maft, on which was fet a mizen-top-fai), 
the Difeovery was enabled to keep way with the Refo¬ 
lution. 

On Friday, the i ft of Auguft, the Difeovery^’s com4 
pany celebrated the anniverfary of their departure from 
England, having been juft one year abfent. The men 
were indulged with a double allowance of grog, and 
they forgot in the jollity of their cans, the hardfhipsr 
to which they had been expofed in the late ftorm. We 
fteered E. N. E. and N. E. without meeting with any 
remarkable occurrence till Friday the 8rh, when, at 
eleven o’clock, the man at the maft-head called out 
land, which wc obferved bearing N. N. E. nine or ten 

leagues 
























leagues diftant. At firft it appeared like feparare 
iflands; but as we approached, we found it was con- 
heded, forming one ahd the fame ifland. We made 
diredtly for it, with a fine gale^ and at feven o'clock, 
P. M. it extended from Ni by E. toN. N. E. diftant 
four leagues. On the 0thj at day break, we fteered for 
the N. W. or lee fide of the ifland ; and as we ftood 
round its S. W. parti faw it guarded by a reef of 
coral-rock, extending in fome places, at Icaft, a mile 
•from the land, and a high furf breaking over it. As we 
drew near, tve faw people walking or running along 
ihore, on fcveral parts of the coaft, and, in a fhort time 
after, tshen we had reached the lee fide of the ifland, 
Wc faw two canoes, wherein were about a dozen men, 
who paddled towards us. In order to give thefe ca¬ 
noes time to come up with us, as v*ell as to found for 
anchorage, we fliortened fail; and, at the diftance of 
half a mile from the reef, we found from 40 to 35 fa¬ 
thoms water. The canoes having advanced within 
piftol-fiiot of the fliips, fuddcnly ftopped. We defired 
Omiah, as was ufual on fuch occafions, to endeavour 
to prevail upon them to come nearer; but none of his 
arguments could induce them to truft ihcmfclvcs within 
our reach. They often pointed eagerly to the fiiore 
with their paddles; at the fame time calling to us to go 
^ thither; and many of the people on the beach held up 
fomething white in their hands, which we conftrued as 
an invitation for us to land. We could eafily have ac¬ 
compli Hied this, there being good anchorage without 
the reef, and an opening in it, through which the ca¬ 
noes had pafied; but it was not thought prudent to rifk 
the advantage of a fair wind, in order to examine an 
ifland that to us at prefent appeared to be of little con- 
fequence. We required no refrefhments, if we had 
been certain of meeting with them there, and therefore, 
after having made feveral unfuccefsful attempts, to 
■prevail upon the iflanders to come along fide, we made 
fail to the north and left them; havingfirft learned that 
the name of their ifland was Toobouai. It was a new 
difeovery, fituatc in 23 deg. 25 min. S. latitude, and 
210 deg. 37 min. E. longitude. A gentleman on board 
•the Difcovciy fay--; the men appeared of the largeft 
•ftature, and tartowed from head to foot; their language 
different from any we were yet acquainted with; their 
drefs not unlike that of the Amfterclammcrs; their com¬ 
plexion darker; their heads ornamented with fhelks, fea¬ 
thers, and flowers; and their canoes neatly conftruefted 
.and elegantly carved. Of their manners we could form 
Jittlc or no judgement. They appeared extremely ti¬ 
mid ; but, by their waving green bough.s, and exhibit¬ 
ing other figns of peace, they gave us rcafon to believe 
that they were friendly. They exchanged fome fmall 
lifli and cocoa nuts for nails and Middleburgh cloth. 

In our approach to Toobouai, fome of our gentlemen, 
on board the Refolution, made the few following re¬ 
marks. 

Thegrcateft extent of this iri.ind, in any direction, 
is not above five or fix miles: but the above gentleman, 
belonging to the Difeovery, fays, Its greaceft length 
is about twelve miles, and its breadth about four.” 
Small, however,as it appeared to us, there are hills in 
it of a conlidcrable elevation; at the foot of which is a 
narrow border of flat land, extending almoft all round 
it; bordered with a white fand beach, except a few- 
rocky clilfs in one part, with patches of trees inter- 
fperfed to their fummits. I’his ifland, as we were in¬ 
formed by the men in the canoes, is plentifully ftocked 
with hogs and fowls; and produces the fcveral kinds of 
fruits and trees that are to be met with in this neigh¬ 
bourhood. We difeovered alfo,that the inhabitants of 
Toobouai fpeak the language of Otaheitc; an indubit¬ 
able proof that they arc of the fame nation. Thofe 
whom we, on board the Refolution, faw, were a ftout 
copper coloured people; fome of M’hom wore their 
hair (which was ftraight and black) flowing about the 
ftioulders, and others had it tied in a bunch on the 
cown of the head, 'fheir faces were roundilh and full 
but the features flat; and their countenances exprefled 
a degree of natural fc-rocity. I'hcir covering was a 
piece of narrow fluff wrapped round the waift, and 


and palling between the thighs- biTZ 
whom we beheld upon the beach L'!! 
clothed m white. -Someofourvifitors’inrh 
their necks ornamented with pcarl-liiell, 
them continued blowmg alarge conch.n,cll",„ 
a reed, of about two feet long, was lixcd ’li 
in a long tone, without any variation an,i r 
converted it into a kind of mulical inlirument ' wjf* 
ther the blowing of the conch was with anVL • 'l'' 
view, or what it portended, we cannot fav u '“'“f 
found it to be the melTenger of peace As "i! 
noes, they appeared to be about thirty feet lon“ .l”' 
rofe about two feet above the furface of .l '” 
they floated. The fore-part proje^Si a ? 

ter-part rofc to the height of two or three feer 
gradual curve, and, like the upper Z of tlT^ 
was carved all oven The reft of the Ke,e 
mented with flat white fticHscuriounydifmftd t1 ^’' 
were eight men in one of the canoes, and feven l„ 
other. They were condufled with fmall 
whofe blades were almoft circular; and they fon^^er^ 
paddled with the twooppoflte fldes ft, clofe Je h” 
that they appeared to be but one boat; the row?« „ 
cafionally turning their faces to the ftern, and 

towards it without turning the canoes round. 

we were determined to leave them, they Hood up .and 
repeated fomething loud ; but we knew not wither 
they were exprclling hoftile intentions, or fricndflilD 
It IS certain, however, that they had not any weapons 
with them; nor could we with our glafles difeover 
that thofe on fhore were armed. * 

Leaving this ifland, wc proceeded, with an cafy 
breeze, to the north, and on Tuefday the nth. at day 
break, wc came in light of the ifland of Maitca. 
Soon alter the man at the maft-head called out land 
which proved to be the ifland of Otaheite, of which 
we were in fearch: the point of OtaitePeha, orOheitc- 
peha Bay, bearing weft, four leagues diftant. For this 
bay we fteered, intending to anchor there, in order to 
procure fome refrcihments from the S. E. part of the 
ifland, before wc failed toMatavai, where we evpeded 
our principal fupply. We had a frelh gale till two o’clock 
P. M. when at about a league from the bay, the wind 
fuddenly died away. About two hours after, we had 
Hidden fqualls, with rain, from the eaft; fo that, after 
having in vain attempted to gain the anchoring place, 
we were obliged to ftand out, and fpend the night at 
fca. As we approached the ifland, we were attended 
by feveral canoes, each containing two or three men: 
but being of the lower ciafs, Omiah cook no parciculai 
notice of them, nor they of him. They did not know 
that he was one of their countrymen, though they had 
converfed with him for fome time. At length a chief, 
whom Captain Cook had known before, named Ooiec, 
and Omiah's brother-in-law, who happened to be at 
this time, at this corner of the ifland, and three or 
four others, all of whom knew Omiah, before he em¬ 
barked with Captain Furncaux, came on board: yet 
there was nothing in the leaft tender or flriking in their 
meeting, but on the contrary, a pcrfciff indifference on 
both fidcs, till Omiah, conducting his brother into the 
cabin, opened a drawer, and gave him a few red fea¬ 
thers: this circumftance being foon communicated to 
the reft of the natives on deck, Ootec, who before 
would hardly (peak to him, now begged, that they 
might be Tayos (friends) and exchange names. Omiah 
readily accepted of the honour, and a prclent of red 
feathers ratified the agreement. By w^ay of returr^ 
Ootee fent afliore for a hog. It was evident, however, 
CO all of us prefent, that it was not the man, but his 
property, that they efteemed. Had he not difplaved 
his treafureof red feathers, a commodity of great cjti- 
macion in the ifland,^ it is a matter of doubt whether 
they would have beftowed a fingle cocoa-nut upon 
him. Such was Omiah's firft reception annong n>s 
countrymen; and though wc did not e.vpe< 9 : it w:ouW 
be otherwife, yet ftill we hoped, that the valuable Itoc 
of prefents, with which he had been poflellod by t 
liberality of his friends in England, would be the cer 
tain means of raifing him into confequence, among^^ 
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-- - f rank throughout the Society inands. 

jirft j j have been the cafe, had he con- 

yhis, iiw' ’, i h any degree of prudence; but he 
repeated‘advice of his beft 
f- r and laid himfelf open to every impofition. 
'"X ’jjh his means we wereinfonned by the natives 
J^ime off to us, that fince Captain Cook lafl vifited 
riflandini774. two ihips had been twice in this 
U and had left animals there, rcfembling thofe we 
fjj’n board: but on a minute enquiry into particu- 
1 we found them to confift only of hogs, dogs, goats, 
hull and the male of another animal, which they fo 
? ’feflly deferibed, that we could not conjedure 
hat it was. Thefe Ihips, they faid, had come from a 
'hce called Recma, which we fuppofed to be Lima, 
fhe capital of Peru, and that thefe late vifitors were 
‘ nfequently Spaniards. They alfo told us, that the 
M time they arrived, they built a houfe, and left be¬ 
hind them two priefts, a boy or fervant, and a fourth 
uerfon, whom they called Mateema, much fpoken of at 
[his time; taking away with them, when they failed, 
fourof the natives: that about ten months afterwards, 
the fame Ihips returned, bringing back only two of the 
natives, the other two having died at Lima; and that, 
after a iliort ffay, they took away the people they had 
left, but that the houfe they had eredfed was now ftand- 
inff. 

On Wednefday, the 13th, we were fiirrounded with 
an incredible number of canoes, crowded with people, 
who brought with them plenty of hogs and fruit: for 
the agreeable news of red feathers being on board the 
two (liips, had been propagated by Omiah and his 
friends. A quantity of feathers, which might be taken 
from the body of a tom-tit, would, early in the morn¬ 
ing, have pure ha fed a hog of forty or fifty pounds 
weight: but as the whole fhips crew were pofTcfTed of 
feme of this precious article of trade, it decreafed 
above five hundred per cent, in its value, in a few hours: 
however, the balance, even then, was in our favour con- 
fiderably; and red feathers (fill preferved a fuperiority 
over every other commodity. Some of the natives 
would not difpofe of a hog, without receiving an axe 
incxchange; as to nails, beads, and many other trin¬ 
kets, which during our former voyages, were held in 
high eitimation at this ifland, they were now fo much 
dcTpifcd, that few would even deign to look at them. 
Having had little wind all this morning, it was nine 
o’clock before we could get into the bay, where we 
moored with two bowers. Soon after Omiah's (iflcr 
came on board, to congratulate him on his arrival. 
It wasplealing to obferve, that, to the honour of both 
of thefe relations, their meeting w-as marked with the 
wpreflions of the tcndcreft aftedion, more ealily con¬ 
ceived than deferibed. 

^Vhen this affecting feene was clofed, and the fliip 
properly moored, Omiah attended Captain Cook on 
T^he Captain's firft vilit was paid to a perfonage, 
whom Omiah reprefented as a ycry extraordinary one 
jndeed, nothing lefs, as he affirmed, than the God Bo- 
hbola. They found him feated under one of thofe 
awnings, which arc ufually carried in their larger ca- 
nocs. He was old, and had fo far loft the ufe of his 
oiibs, that he was carried from place to place upon a 
V L • fome he was called Olla, or Orra, 

" jeh is the name of the God of Bolabola; but his 
nainc was Etary. From Omiah’s extraordinary 
account of this man, is was expedted to have feen re- 
^pous adoration paid to him; but very little was ob- 
M diftinguiflied him from other chiefs. 

P^'^^ented to him a tuft of red feathers, faf- 
con • ? ^ fmall ftick ; but, after a little 

of attention was excited by the prefence 

bi] L fiftcr, who was already at hiS feet, and 

r* tJicm plentifully with tears of joy. The 

him with the old lady in this fitiiation, fur- 
'•icw f ^ number of people, and wxnt to take a 

(InrJ! honfe, faid to have been eredlcd by the 

Ibna lately landed here. He found it 

P\nall diftance from the beach; and com- 

5 ^ 


No materials, which appeared to have 


been brought hither ready prepared, in order to fet up 
as occafion might require, for the planks were all num- 
bered. Itconfiftcdol two fmall rooms, in the inner 
of which were a bedfiead, a bench, a table, fome old 
hats, and other trifles, of which the natives feemed to 
be remarkably careful, as well as of the building itfelf, 
which had received no injury from the weather, a kind 
of ftied having been erected over it, for its prcfei vation. 
Scuttles, ferving as air-holes, appeared all round the 
building; perhaps they might alfo be intended for 
the additional purpofe of firing from, with mufkets, 
Ihould neceffity require it; for the whole cretftion 
feemed to indicate a deeper defign than the natives 
were aware of. At a little diftance from the front of 
this building ftood a wooden crofs, on the tranfvcife 
part of w'hich was this infeription —Cbrijlus vincit — 

“ Chrift overcometh”-and, on the perpendicular 

(which confirmed our con)e(fture, that the two fliips 
were Spanifti) was engraved— Carolus III. hnperaty 1774 
—In the reign of Charles the Third, 1774.”—Cap¬ 
tain Cook feeing this, very properly preferved the me¬ 
mory of the prior vifits of the F.nglifh, by inferibing 
—Georgius ter tins Rex yAnniSy 1767, 1769, 1773, I774> 
et 1777—** King George the Third, in the years 1767, 
&c."—After which, the Captain cold the natives who 
were prefent, to bew’are of their Spaniih vifitors, and 
not to be too fond of them. Near the foot of the crofs 
the iflanders pointed out to us the grave of the com¬ 
modore of the two fliips, who died here, while they 
lay in the bay, on their firft arrival. His name, as 
near as we could gather from their pronunciation, \yas 
Oreede. The Spaniards, whatever their view's might 
have been in vificing this ifland, feemed to have taken 
infinite pains to have ingratiated themfelves with the 
natives, who, upon all occalions, mentioned them with 
the ftrongeft terms of refpeift, efteem, and even vene¬ 
ration. On this occafion, the Captain met with no 
chief of any confiderable note, excepting the aged 
perfon above deferibed. Waheiadooa, king of Tiara- 
boo, (as this part of the ifland is called by the natives) 
was now abfent; and we wxre afterwards informed, 
that, though his name was the fame, he was not the fame 
perfon as the chief whom Captain Cook had feen here 
in 1774; but his brother, a youth of ten years of age, 
who had fucceeded the elder Waheiadooa. We alfo dis¬ 
covered, that the celebrated Oberea was dead; but that 
Otoo, and all our other friends were alive. 

On the Captain’s return fiom tlie houfe eredled by 
the Spaniards, he found Omiah haranguing a very 
large company; and with difficulty could difengage 
him to accompany him aboard, where he had the fol¬ 
lowing important matter to fettle with the fliips com¬ 
panies. Knowing that Otaheite, and the neighbour¬ 
ing i(lands, could fupply us plentifully with cocoa-nut.s, 
the liquor of which is a moft excellent beverage, he 
wifticd to prevail upon thofe under his command to 
confent to be abridged, for a fliort time, of their al¬ 
lowance of fpirits to mix with water. But as this, 
without affigning fome powerful reafon, might have 
occationcd a general murmur, he affembled our fliip’s 
company, to communicate to them the intent of the 
voyage, and the extent of our future operations. He 
took notice of the generous rewards ofiered, by parlia¬ 
ment, to fuch who fliould firft difeover a communica¬ 
tion between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in the 
Northern Hcniifphere, as well as to thofe who ftiall 
firft penetrate beyond the 89th deg. of northern lati¬ 
tude. He Slid, he did not entertain a doubt, that he 
ftiould find them ready to co-operate with him in at¬ 
tempting to one, or both thefe rewards; but, it would 
be neceflary to be ftridly oeconomical in the expendi¬ 
ture of our ftores and provifions, as we had not a chance 
of getting a fupply after our departure from thefe 
iflands. The Captain further obferved, that the dura¬ 
tion of our voyage would exceed by a year, at Icaft, 
what had been originally fuppofed, by our having loft 
the opportunity of proceeding to the north this fum- 
nicr. He begged them to confider the various obftruc- 
tions, and aggravated hardfliips, they muft yet labour 
under, if neceffity fliould oblige us to be put to ftioit 
^ p allowance,^ 
































allowance, of any kinds of provifions, in a cold climate. 
He therefore fubmittcd to them, whether it would not 
be moll' adyifcablc to be prudent in time, and rather 
than run the rilk of having their fpirits exhaufted, 
when they might be mod wanted, to confent to be 
without their grog at prefent, when we could fupply 
its place with fo excellent a-liquor as that from the 
cocoa-nuts. He added, neverthelefs, that he would 
leave the determination entirely to their own choice. 
This propofal did not remain a moment under con- 
fideration, and our commander had the fatisfaedion to 
find, that it was unanimoufly approved of. Upon this, 
he ordered Captain Clcrke to make a fimilar propofal 
to his people, which they alfo readily agreed to. The 
ferving of grog was therefore immediately flopped, ex¬ 
cept on Saturday nights, when all the men had a full 
allowance of it, to gratify them with drinking the 
healths of their female lafles in England ; left amid ft 
the pretty girls of Otaheite, they fhould be totally for¬ 
gotten. 

Thurfday the 14th we began fome neceffary opera¬ 
tions, fuch as infpc(il:ing the provifions in the main and 
forehold; getting the calks of beef, pork, &c. out of 
the ground tier, and putting a quantity of ballafl: in 
their place. The Ihip was ordered to be caulked ; 
which llie flood in much need of; having, at times, 
made a conftderablc deal of water in our pafrage from 
the Friendly Hies. Wc alfo put our cattle on fliore, 
and appointed two of our hands to look after them, 
while grazing; not intending to leave any of them on 
this part of the ifland. The two following days it 
rained mofl inceffltntly; notwiihflanding which, we 
were vilitcd by the natives fiom every quarter, the 
news of our arrival having moll rapidly fpread. 'Wa- 
heiadooa, though at a confiderablc diflance, had been 
informed of it, and in the afternoon of Saturday the 
16th, a chief, named Etorea, who was his tutor, brought 
the captain two hogs, acquainting him, at the fime 
time, that he himfelf would attend him the day after. 
He was pun6lual to his promife; for on the ryth, early 
in the morning, Captain Cook received amellage from 
VVaheiadooa, notifying his arrival, and rcquclling he 
would come alhore to meet him. In confequcnce of 
this invitation, Omiah and the captain prepared to 
make him a vifit in form. Omiah, on this occafion, 
took fome pains to drefs himfelf, not after the manner 
of the Englilh, nor that of Otaheite, or Tongataboo, 
or in the drefs of any other country upon the earth ; 
but in a Hrange medley of all the habiliments and 
ornaments he was. poireifed of. Thus equipped, on 
landing, they firll paid a vilit to Etary; who carried 
on a hand-barrow, accompanied them to a large build¬ 
ing where he was fet down : Omiah feated himfelf on 
one fide’^bf them, and the captain on the other. Wa- 
heiadooa, the young chief, foon after arrived, attended 
by his mother, and feveral principal men, who all feated 
thcmfclves oppolite to us. One who fat near the 
captain, made a Ihort fpeech, conlilling of feparate 
Jentences; part of which was dictated by thofe about 
him. Another, on the oppofice fide, near the chief, 
fpoke next; Etary after him, and then Omiah. The 
fubjeas of thefe orations were. Captain Cook's arrival, 
and his connections with them. Among other things* 
one of them told the captain, that the men of Reema 
defired they would not fuffer him to come intoOheitc- 
peha Bay, if he Ihoiild return again to the ifland, for 
that it was their property; but that fo far from regardino- 
this requelt, he was authorized now to furrender to him 
the province of Tiaraboo, and every thing that was in 
It. Hence it is evident, that thefe people are no ftrangers 
to the policy of accommodating themfelves to prefent 
urcLimltances. The young chief, at length, was di- 
reded to embrace Captain Cook ; and, as a confirma¬ 
tion of this treaty of friendfiiip, they exchanged 
names. After this ceremony was over, he and his 
friends accompanied the captain, to dine with him on 
Omiah prepared, as a prefent for Otoo. 
the king of the whole ifland, a maro, compofed of red 
and yellow feathers; and, confidering the place wc 
Were at. It was a prefent of great value. The captain 


endeavoured to prevail on him not^^ZT^ 
wilhing him to wait till he might have nn ^ 
of prefcncing it to Otoo with his own 
entertained too good an opinion of his 
be guided by his advice, he was determined to?'"' 
aniore, and to entruft it with Waheiadoo? ' 
warded by him to Otoo, and added to the roval^ 

By this management he weakly imaeined k 
oblige both chiefs; on the contrarv^ k. 

obliged him, whofe favour was of thc^moftro'ffr^ 

at this part of the ifland, without obtaining ant f'"'?- 
from the other. The captain was projtEt?^„r‘kJ' 
occafion ; for VVaheiadooa, as he etoeaed I- 
maro for himfelf. and only fent to ftoo 7 
p... of ooUd 

Tuclday the 19th, it blew a bard gale, and we were 
obl^ed to veer out 20 fathom more of our befl bowt 
cable, as wc rode hard at our moorings. Mod of th' 
frefl, provifions, with which we had been fupplied at 
the I ricndly Iflcs, having been expended in the vovaw 
orders were given to prohibit all trade with thenatira 
except for provifions; and that only with fuch ncr’ 
fons as were appointed purveyors for the Ihips. bv 
which prudent regulation, frefh provifions were foori 
procured in plenty, and every man was allowed a pound 
and a half ol pork every day. In the morning Cap 
tain Cook received from the young chief a prefent of 
ten hogs, fome cloth, and a quantity of fruit. In the 
evening we exhibited and played off fire-works, which 
both plcafcd and altonilhcd the numerous fpcclators. 
This day fome of our gentlemen, in their walks, dif- 
covered, as they thought, a Roman Catholic Chapel. 
They deferibed the altar, which, they faid, they had 
fecn, and every other conflituent part of fuch a place of 
worihip, yet, at the fame time, they intimated, that 
two perfons, who had the care of it, would not permit 
them to go inon which account the Captain had the 
curiofity to furvey it himfelf. The fuppofed chapel 
proved to be a Toopapoo, wherein the body of the 
late Waheiadooa was depolited, in a kind of ftatc. It 
lay in a pretty large houfe, enclofcd with a low pallifade. 
The Toopapoo was remarkably neat, and refembled 
one of thofe little awnings over their large canoes. It 
was hung and covcred'with mats and cloths of a variety 
of colours, which had a beautiful effedt. One piece 
of fcarlcc broad-cloath of the length of four or five 
yards, appeared confpicuous among ocher ornaments, 
which probably had been received as a prefent from 
the Spaniards. This cloth, and fome taffels of fea¬ 
thers, fuggefted to our gentlemen the idea of a chapel; 
and their imagination fuppHed whatever elfe was want¬ 
ing to create a refemblance: hearing that the Spaniards 
had vificed this place might alfo operate on their minds 
upon this occafion, and add to the probability of its 
being a chapel. Some fmall offering of fruits and 
roots feemed to be made daily at this fhrinc, fcverai 
pieces being now frefh. Thefe were dcpofitcdona 
kind of altar, which flood without the pallifadcs ; 
within which wc were not permitted to enter. Two 
men conflantly attend here, both night and dav, as 
well to watch over the place, as to drefs and undreis 
the Toopapoo. When we came to view it, the .cloth 
and its appendagesw'cre rolled up; but at the captains 
requeft, the two attendants placed it in order, but not 
till after they had drelTcd themfelves in white robes. 
The chief, wc were informed, had been dead about 
20 months. . . 

On Friday the 22d, in the morning, the live il^ 
were taken on board, and we prepared for fca. _ ^ 
next day, while the fliips were unmooring; yoiia > 
Captain Cook, and other gentlemen, landed, ® 
to take leave of the young chief. ^ 
converfing with him, one of thofe perfons rhc>' . 
Eatooas, from a perluafion that they pofTcfs the p 
of the divinity, prefenced himfelfbefore us. 
all the appearance of infanity; and his only cov 
was a quantity of plantain leaves wrapped rou . 
waifl. He uttered what he had to fliy in » .jh 

ing voice, fo as hardly to be underflood: but 
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' j he perfe<5^ly comprehended him, and that he was 
v'oung Waheiadooa not to accompany Cap- 
*Cook to Matavai, an expedition we did not know 
L’"mrended, nor' had the captain ever made fuch a 
ofal to him. The Eatooa allb predidled, that the 
S 'vould not arrive that day at Matavai. In this, 
h vever, he was miftaken, though appearances, we 
^^Vefs favoured his aflTertion, as, at the time, there 
fingle breath of wind in any diredlion. 'While 
he was delivering his prophecy, a heavy fliovvcr of rain 
^ neon, which occafioned all to run for fhclter, ex- 
^^nt himfelf, who affecled to defpife it. He continued 
Tu^eakino- about half an hour, and then retired. Little 
'tention^was paid to what he uttered; and fome of the 
^'atives laughed at him. The captain afked the chief 
^•hether the enthufiaft was an Earee, or a Tow-tow; he 
anfw’ercd, that he was a bad man: and yet, not with- 
landing this reply, and the little notice taken of the 
mad prophet, fuperftition fo far governs the natives, 
that they abfolurely believe fuch perfons to be filled 
with the fpirit of the Eatooa. Omiah feemed to be 
well infiruCled concerning them. He faid, that, during 
the fits, with which they are feized, they know not 
any perfon, and that if any one of the infpired natives 
is a man of property, he will then give away every 
moveable he poflelTes, if his friends do not put them 
out of his reach; and, when he recovers, he feems not 
to have the leaf! remembrance of what he had done 
during the time the frenzy, or fit, was upon him. We 
now returned on board, and foon after, a light breeze 
fpringing up at eafl, we got under fail, and the fiime 
ex'ening anchored in Matavai Bay; but the Difeovery 
did not get in till the next morning; confcqucntly the 
man’s pVophecy was half fulfilled. In a journal be¬ 
longing to one on board the Difeovery, we find this 
account of her fetting fail, and arrival at Matavai. 

«On the 23d, about nine o’clock, A. M. we weighed, 
and failed, accompanied with feveral canoes, though 
the wind blew a ftorm, and we failed under double- 
reefed top-fails. In the evening the Refolution took 
her old ftation in Matavai Bay ; but the wind fudden- 
ly (hifting, and the bjeeze coming full from the land, 
we were driven three leagues to the leeward of the bay, 
by which we were reduced to the necelTity of working 
all night to windward, amidfi: thunder, lightning, and 
min, and among reefs of coral rocks, on which we 
every moment expeflcd to perifii. We burnt falfe 
fires, and fired feveral guns of diftrefs ; but no anfwer 
from the Refolution, nor could we fee any obje6l to 
dircfl us, during this perilous night. In the morning 
of the 24th, the weather cleared up, and we could fee 
the Refolution about three leagues to the windward 
of us, when a ihift of wind happening in our fa¬ 
vour, we took advantage of it, and by twelve at noon 
'v’cre fafely moored within a cable’s length of the Re¬ 
folution.” 



ingly went afliore, attended by Omiah, and feme of the 
officers. We found a vafl multitude of people alfcm- 
bied on this occafion, in the mid (I of whom uas the 
king, with his father, his two brothers, nrid three 
fifters. The captain fainted him, and was followed by 
Omiah, who kneeled and embraced his legs. Though 
Omiah had prepared himfelf for this ceremony, byr 
drcfTing himfelf in his bcfl apparel, and behaved 
with great refpefl and modefiy, yet very little notice 
W'as taken of him* He made the king a prefent of 
two yaids of gold cloth, and a large raffcl of red 
feathers ; and the captain gave him a gold laced hat, a 
fuit of fine linen, fome tools, a quantity of red feathers, 
and one of the bonnets worn at the Friendly Ifiands. 
This vifit being over, the king, and all the royal family, 
accompanied Captain ' ook on board, followed by feve¬ 
ral canoes, plentifully laden with all kinds of provi- 
fions. Each family owuicd a part, fo that the captain 
had a prefent from every one of them; and each re¬ 
ceived from him a feparate prefent in return. Not 
long after, the king’s mother came on board, bring¬ 
ing with her fome provifions and cloth, which fhe 
divided between the captain and Omiah. Though the 
latter was but little noticed at firfi: by his countrymen, 
they no fooner gained information of his wealth, than 
they began to court his friendfliip. Captain Cook 
encouraged this as far as lay in his power, being de- 
firolls of fixing him with Otoo. Intending to leave 
all our European animals at this ifland, we thoiighc 
Omiah would be able to give the natives fome in- 
ftruflion with regard to their ufe and management, 
and the captain was convinced, that the farther he was 
removed from his native ifiand, the more he w'ould be 
refpefled. But unfortunately, Omiah rejefled his 
advice, and behaved in fo imprudent a manner, thac 
he foon lofl: the friendlhip of Otoo, and of all the mofl 
confiderabic people at Otaheite. He afiTociated with 
none but vagabonds and Grangers, w'hofe foie intention 
was to plunder him; and if we bad not interfered, 
they would not have left him a fingle article of any va¬ 
lue. This condudl drew upon him the ill will of the 
principal chiefs; who found that they could not obtain, 
from any one in either ihip, fuch valuable prefents as 
were bellowed by Onjiah on the lowed of the natives. 
After dinner, a party of us accompanied Otoo to Opar- 
ree, taking with us fome poultry, confidingofa peacock 
and hen, a turky cock and hen, three geefe 4nd a gan¬ 
der, one duck and a drake. All thefe we left atOparree, 
in the poffefiion of Otoo; and the geefe and ducks be¬ 
gan to breed before we failed. We found there a 
gander, that Captain Wallis had given to Oberea ten 
years before; we alfo met with feveral goats, and the 
Spanifh bull, a fine animal of his kind, whom they 
kept tied to a tree, near the habitation of Otoo. He 
now belonged to Etary, and had been conveyed from 
Oheitepeha, to this place, in order to be fiiippcd foe 
Bolabola. On Monday the 25th, we fent to this bull, 
the three cows we had on board; alfo ourEnglilh bulls, 
but the horfe, mare, and fliecp, were put afliore ac 
Matavai. Having thus difpofed of thefe animals, we 
were now, to our great fiitisfacHon, eafed of the ex¬ 
traordinary trouble and vexation that had attended the 
bringing this living cargo to fuch a dillance. 

We (hall here, for the entertainment of our readers, 
give an account of the reception the (hips met with, on 
their arrival at this ifland, together with Ibmc other 
particulars, and tranfaclions, all which we have taken 
from an original manufeript, fent us by a gentleman, 
on board the Difeovery. A few hours after we were 
moored in the bay of Ocaite Peha, Omiah took an air¬ 
ing on horfcback, to the great aftonifliment of the in¬ 
habitants, many hundreds of whom followed him with 
loud acclamations. Omiah, to excite their admiration 
the more, was drclfcd cap-a-pee in a fuit of armour, 
and was mounted and caparifoned with his fword and 
pike, like Sc. George going to kill the dragon, whom 
he very nearly reprefented; only that Omiah had pillols 
in his holders, of which the bold fitint knew not the 
ufe. Omiah, however, made good ufe of his arms,* for 
when the crowd became clamorous and crqublefomr, 
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he every nowand then pulled out a pillol; and fired it 
'among them, which never failed to fend them fcamper- 
ing away. 

The fliips were no fooner fecured, than the failors 
began ftripping them of every foot of rigging they had 
left j fol* certainly no fliips were irt a more Ihattcred 
condition. Our voyage irdm New Zealand, if not from 
the Cape, might be faid to be one continued feries of 
tempeftuous weather, fufpended only by a few inter¬ 
vals of funfhine; and the employment of our artificers 
at fea and on fhore, a laborious exertion of their fa¬ 
culties to keep us above water. Here it w as not only 
necefiary to (trip the main-maft of the Difeovery; but 
to take it out, and carry it on fhore, to be properly fe¬ 
cured. This was a work of no fmall difficulty. Here 
too we found it neceflary to unlhip our (lores of every 
kind; to air and repack our powder; new' bake that 
part of the bread that had contni( 5 lcd any dampnefs; 
to ere< 5 l the forge on fliorc; in fhort to fet all hands at 
work to refit the fliips for the further profccution of the 
voyage. 

A melTenger was difpatched from Captain Cook to 
king Otoo, to acquaint him with our arrival, and to 
defire his permiffion to fend the cattle he had brought 
from England, to feed in the paflures of Oparree. The 
king exprelfed his joy on the return of Captain Cook, 
and readily gave his confent. He, at the fame time, 
ordered one of his principal officers to accompany the 
melfenger, in his return, and to take with him prefents 
of frefh provifions for the commanders of both fliips, 
and to invite them to dine w'ith him the next day. This 
invitation was accepted, and it was agreed between the 
two Captains, that their vifit fliould be made with as 
much (late as their prefent circumftances would admit. 
The marines and mufle were therefore ordered to be 
in readinefs at an appointed hour, and all the rowers to 
be clean drelTed. We were now in Matavai harbour; 
and, on the 25th, about noon, the commanders, with 
the principal officers, and gentlemen, embarked on 
board the pinnaces, which, on this occafion, were 
decked in all the magnificence that (ilken dreamers, 
embroidered enfigns, and other gorgeous decorations, 
could difplay. Omiah, to furpri'/.e the more, was 
cloathed in a Captain’s uniform, and could hardly be 
didinguilhed from a Britilh officer. From Matavai to 
Oparree is about fix miles; and we arrived at the land¬ 
ing-place at one o’clock, where we were received by 
the marines already under arms; and as foon as the 
company were difembarked, the whole band of mufic 
druck up a grand military march, and the proceflion 
began. The road from the beach to the entrance of 
the palace (about half a mile) was lined on both fides 
with natives from all parts, expeding to fee Omiah 
on horfeback, as the account of his appearance on the 
other fide of the ifland, as before related, had already 
reached the inhabitants on this. As he appeared to 
them in difguife, he was not knowm: they were not, 
however, wholly difappointed, as the grandeur of the 
proceffion exceeded every thing of the kind they had 
ever feen. The whole court were likewife affembled, 
and the king, with his (ideis, on the approach of Cap¬ 
tain Cook, came forth to meet him. As he was per¬ 
fectly known to them, their fird falutations were frank 
and friendly, according to the known cudoms of the 
Otaheiteans; and when thefe were over, proper at¬ 
tention was paid to every gentleman in company, and 
that too W'ith a politenefs, quite unexpected to thofe 
who had never before been on this ifland. As foon as 
the company had entered the palace, and were feated, 
fomc difeourfe palTed between the king and Captain 
Cook; after which, Omiah was prefented to his ma- 
jedy, and paid him the ufual homage of a fubjedt to 
a fovereign of that country, which confids of little 
more than being uncovered before him, and then en¬ 
tered into a familiar converflition on the fubjed: of his 
travels. The Earees, or kings of this country, are not 
above difeourfing with the meaned of their fubjeds; 
but Omiah, by being a favourite of the Earees of the 
fliips, was now confidered as a perfon of fome rank. 
The king, impatient to hear his dory, alked him a hiin- 
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dred quefiions, before he gave him time tn n.r 
He enquired about the Earce-da-hai or r* 

Pretanne; his place of relidencc; his con'll 
tendants; his warriors; his fliips of war- h‘ 
the extent of his poireflions; &c. Omiah < d 
to magnify the grandeur of the Great Kiutr j 
rented the fplendour of his court, by tlu* Uiii- 
the liars in the firmament; the extent ot 1 
nions, by the vad expanfe of heaven- the 
his power, by the thunder that fl.akcs the 
faid, the Great King of Preiannc had throe hunH « 
thoufand warriors every day at his command dal a 
like thofe who now attended the Earees of the ^ 
and more than double that number of Tailors y h 
vetfed the globe, from the rifing of the fun m hirdJ'* 
ting; that his (hips of war exceeded thofe at Matavli 
m magnitude, m the fame proportion, as thofe exceed^ 
the fmall cinOes at Oparree. His majefty appeared all 
adoniflimcnt, and could not help interrunting him 
He alked, if what he faid was true, where tli^fcrS 
King could find people to navigate fo many n,ips a. 
covered the ocean ? and if he could have men, where 
he could find proviflons for fo large a multitude? Omiah 
alTured him, that in one city only, on the banks of a 
river, far removed from the fea, there were more peo¬ 
ple, than were contained in the whole group of idands 
with which his majefly was acquainted; that the coun¬ 
try was full of large populous cities ; notwithflandinr 
which provilions were fo plentiful, that for a few 
pieces of yellow metal, like thole of whicli he had feen 
many, (meaning the medals given by Captain Cook to 
the chiefs) the Great King could purchafeas much pro- 
vifions as would maintain a Tailor for a whole year. 
That in the country of the Great King, there arc more 
than a hundred different kinds of four footed animals, 
from the (ize of a rat, to that of a llagc creffed on an 
ordinary canoe; and that all thefe animals are numer¬ 
ous in their fcveral kinds, and propagate very fall. 
Omiah having, by this relation, obviated Ocoo’s doubts, 
adverted to his firft queftions. He faid, the fliips of 
war, in Pretanne, were furniflied with poo-poos, (guns) 
each of which would receive the largeft poo-poo his 
majefly had yet feen, within it; that (bmc carried a. 
hundred and more of thofe poo-poos, with fuitable ac¬ 
commodations (or a thoufand fighting men, and flow- 
age for all forts of cordage, and warlike (lores; befidcs 
proviflons and water for a thoufand or two thoufand 
days; that they were Ibmetimes abroad as long, fight¬ 
ing with the enemies of the Great King; that they 
carried W'ith them frequently, in thefe expeditions, 
poo-poos that would hold a fmall hog, and which throw 
hollow globes of iron, of vaft bignefs, filkd with fire 
and all manner of combuftibles, ancl implements of 
dellru(5lion, to a great diflance; a few of which, were 
they to be thrown among the fieet of Otaheite, would 
fet them on fire, and deflroy the whole navy, were they 
ever fo numerous. The king Teemed more afloniflicd 
than delighted at this narration, and fuddcniy kk 
Omiah, to join the company that w’cre in converfation 
with Captain Cook. By this time dinner was nearly 
ready, and as foon as the company were properly fcate , 
was brought in by as many tow'-tovvs as there were per- 
fpns to dine; befides thefe, the king, the two com¬ 
manders, and Omiah, had each of thcrii two 
of fuperior rank to attend them. The dinnerconli c 
of fifli and fowl of various kinds, drclTed after t c 
manner; barbicued pigs. Hewed yams, and 
the moft delicious flavour, all ferved with an Cvalc, a 
regularity, that is fcldom to be found at European - 
bles, when the ladies are excluded from 
of the company. As foon as dinner was over, 
condudled to the theatre; where a company ol 
were in readinefs to perform a dramatical entt 
ment. The drama was regularly divided 
ads: the firft confided of dancing and dum , ^. 
the fecond of comedy, which, to thojc w 
(lood the language, was veiy laughable; 
and the natives, appeared highly younc 

time; the laft was a mulical piece, jcrs 

princcflci were the folc performers. Betwee 
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arms were exhibited, by combatants with 

One made the attack, the other 
non the defenfive. He who made the attack 
^ I'flied his lance, and cither threw, puflied, or ufed 
of his club. He who was upon the defenfive, 
point of his lance in the ground, in an oblique 
Klion fo that the upper part rofe above his head; and 
f bferving the eye of his enemy, parried his blows, or 
hy by the motion of his lance, and it was rare 

he was’hurt by the club. If his antagonift Aruck at his 
11 he (hewed his agility by jumping overthe club; and 
T thisheadjhewas no lefs nimble in crouching under it. 
Th 'ir dexterity confifted chiefly in the defence, other- 
Ve the combat might have been fatal, which always 
" good humour. Thefc entertainments, which 
^cnerally laA about four hours, are really diverting. 
In the hornpipe they excel the Europeans, their maf- 
t for they had contortions of the face and mufcles 
tothcnimblencfsof the foot chat are inimitable, and 
^ould, infpite of our gravity, provoke laughter; their 
country dances are well regulated ; and they have others 
of their own, that are equal to thofe of our befl: thea¬ 
tres: their comedy feems to confiA of fome Ample 
ilorv, made laughable by the manner of delivery, 
foinewhat in the ftylc of the merry-andrews formerly at 
Bartholomew-fair. Had Omiah been of a theatrical 
caft, he doubtlefs might have very much improved 
their (lage, for their performers appear inferior to none 
in the powers of imitation. The play being over, and 
night approaching, our commanders took their leave, 
ifter inviting the king and his attendants to dine aboard 
theRefolucion. We were conduced to the water fide 
in the fame manner as we approached the palace, and 
were attended by the king and royal family. The next 
morning Omiah s mother, and fcveral of his relations 
arrived. Their meeting was too unnatural to be pleaf- 
ing. We could not fee a woman frantically ftriking 
her face and arms with fliarks teeth, till (he was all 
overbefmeared with blood, without being hurt: as it 
conveyed no idea of joy to feeling minds, we never 
could be reconciled to this abfurd cuftom. She brought 
with her feveral large hogs, with bread fruit, bananos, 
and ocher produdions of the ifland of Ulitca, as pre- 
fents to the Captains, and (he and her friends received, 
in return, a j^rcat variety of cutlery, fuch as knives, 
fciflfars, files, Sc. beAdcs fome red feathers, which lafl 
were more acceptable than iron. They continued to 
vifit the fliip, occaAonally, till flie quitted the ifland. 

In the afternoon. King Otoo, with his chiefs and at¬ 
tendants, and two young princefles, his Alters, perfor¬ 
mers in the interlude of the preceding night, came on 
boaid, bringing with them (ix large hogs, with a pro¬ 
portionable quantity of fruits of various kinds. They 
ere entertained, as ufual, with afight of all thccurio- 
fities on board the (hip, and the young princeAes. long¬ 
ing for almoft every thing they Axw, were gratiAcd, to 
dieir utrnoft wiflies, with bracelets of beads, looking 
ghlfes, bits of china, artiAcial nofegays, and a variety 
of ocher trinkccs, of which they had one of each fort, 
"mie, at the fame time, the king and his chiefs 
aniufcd themfelvcs with the carpenters, armourers, and 
other workmen, employed in the repairs of the Aiip, 
jafting longing eyes on their tools, and implements. 
In this manner they pafl: their time till dinner was 
™y. Otoo, with his chiefs, dined with the Captains, 
P^'^cipal ollicers, and Omiah, in the great cabin, 
" * ^ ladies were feaflcd in an apartment feparated 
putpofe, and waited upon by their own feryants. 
ter dinner the king and his nobles were prefled to 
p of them, having felt its power, 

r it; one or two drank a glafs, but re- 

lad When the tables were cleared, the 

^l^c company, and then born-pipes and 
inwh'k after thcEnglifli manner, commenced, 

conr k Jt'‘taed with great good humour. What 
^t>t a little to increal’e the pleafure of the 
‘r made him by Captain Cook of a 

t^hafed ^ A choiceft red feathers that could bepur- 
t^A Afnflerdam. Red feathers, (as has been al- 
^ eftimation in 


Otaheire, and in all the Society Iflands, but more par¬ 
ticularly by the chiefs of the former ifland, by whom 
they are ufed as amulets, or rather as propitiations to 
make their prayers acceptable to the good (pirit, whom 
they invoke with tufts of thofe feathers in their hands, 
made up in a peculiar manner, and held up in a certain 
pxiAtion with much folemnity. The ordinary forts of 
red feathers were colledled by our officers and men all 
over the Friendly Iflands; but thofe that were now pre- 
fented to Otoo, were of a fuperior kind, in value as 
much above the ordinary red feathers, as real pearls 
arc in value above French pafle. They were taken 
from the heads of the paroquets of Tongataboo 
and Ea-oo-whe, which are of fupcrlative beauty, and 
precious in proportion to their flnenefs, and the vivid 
glow of their precious colours. Here wc learnt, that 
Captain Cook, in his former voyage, being in great 
diftrefs for provifions, and having been plentifully fup- 
plicd with them by Otoo, promifed, that if ever he 
fliould return to Otaheite, he would make his majefly 
richer in ouravine (precious feathers) than all the 
princes in the neighbouring ifles. This gave rife to an 
opinion, that it was to fulAl this promife, that we were 
led fo far out of our way, as wc have remarked in its 
proper place: but there is much more rcafon to con¬ 
clude, that the flrong cafterly winds which prevailed 
when wc approached the fouthern tropic, made our 
diredt courfe to Otaheite impi-adlicable. Had the Cap¬ 
tain regarded his promife to Otoo as inviolable, he 
would moft certainly have fhaped his courfe from New 
Zealand to the Friendly Iflands, the nearell way, which 
w'ould have fliortcned our voyage feveral months*, un- 
lefs we can fuppofe, that he had forgotten his promife, 
and that w'hcn he came within a few days fail of his 
deftined port, he recollcdled himfclf, and then changed 
his direction to enable him to keep his word. To 
which ofthefe caufes it was owing we mud leave to fu¬ 
turity; for to us, who were not in the fecrer, it is to this 
day a myllery. We were advanced fume degrees to 
the call ward of Hervey’s Ifles, which lie in latitude 19 
deg. 18 min. S. and in 20T deg. E. longitude,- efore wc 
altered our courfe to the weflward, to make for Amfter- 
dam, which lies in 21 deg 15 min. S. and 1 8 : deg. E. 
longitude, whereas the ifland of Uliecca, jf which 
Omiah was a native, lay in latitude 16 deg. 45 min. 
and longitude 208 deg. 35 mm. Why our courfe to 
the former was prelcrrcd to the latter, involves the myf- 
tery. 

Though all public trade was prohibited, as was ufual, 
till the (hips fhould be furniflicd with frefh proviflons, 
it was not cafy to reflrain the men on fliorc from trad¬ 
ing withthe women, who were continually enticing them 
to defert. The ladies of pleafure, in London, have 
not half the winning ways that are praCtifed by the 
Oteheitean milfcs, to allure their gallants. With the 
feeming innocency of doves, they mingle the wilinefs 
of ferpents. They have, however, one quality peculiar 
to themfelves, that is conftancy. When once they 
have made their choice, it muft be owing to the Tailor 
himfelf, if his miftrefs proves falfc to him. No women 
on earth arc more faithful. They will endeavour to 
gain all their lovers poflcls; but they will fufter no one 
clfcto invade their property, nor will they embezzle 
any part of it themfelves, without having fir ft obtained 
confent; but that confent is not eafily withheld ; for 
they are inceflant in their importunities, and will ne¬ 
ver ceafe afking, while the failor has a rag to beftow. 
During our ftay at this ifiand, we had hardly a failor, 
who had not made a very near connection with one or 
other of the female inhabitants; nor, indeed, many 
officers who were proof againft the allurements of the 
better fort, who were no lets amorous and artful, though 
more referved, than the inferior order. I'he tempera¬ 
ture of the climate, the plenty of frcfli provifions, fi(h, 
fowl, pork, bread-fruit, yams (a kind of fweet potatoes, 
which they have the arc of ftewing with their pork in 
a very favoury manner) added to the delicious fruits of 
the ifland, contributed not «a little to make our ftay 
here even dcArablc; nor did idlcnefs get polTeflion of 
thofe who were moft indolently inclined,: w« had not 
6 G a va-. 
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a vacant hour between bufmefs and pleafurc that was 
unemployed: we wanted no coll’cc houfes to kill time; 
nor Vauxhalls forour evening entertainments. Every 
nightly afTcmbly, in the plantations of this happy ifle, 
is furniflied, by beneficent nature, with a more luxuri¬ 
ous feaft than all the dainties of the moll: fumptuous 
champetre, though lavifhed with unlimited profufion, 
and emblazoned with the moll: expenfive decorations 
of art. Ten thoufand lamps, combined and ranged in 
the mod advantageous order, by the hands of the bell 
arrift, appear faint, when compared with the brilliant 
dars of heaven that unite their fplcndor, to illuminate 
the groves, the lawns, and dreams of Oparree. In thefe 
clylian fields, immortality alone is wanting to the en¬ 
joyment of all thofe plcafures which the poet’s fancy 
has conferred on the (liades of departed heroes, as the 
highed rew'ard of heroic virtue. But amidd fo many 
delights, it was not for human nature to fublid long 
without fariety. Our officers began to be puiKdilious, 
and our feamcn to be licentious. Several of the latter 
were punifhed feverely for indecency, in furpafling the 
natives by the diamelefs manner of indulging their 
fenfual appetites; and two of the former went adiore 
to terminate an affair of honour by the decifion of their 
pidols. It happened, that neither of them were dex¬ 
trous markf men: they vented their rage by the fury 
with which-they l>egan the attack; and, having dif- 
charged three balls each, they returned on board with¬ 
out any hurt, except Ipoilinga hat, a ball having pierced 
it, and grazed up(in the head of him who wore it. It 
was, however, remarked, that thefe gentlemen were 
better friends than ever, during the remainder of the 
voyage. Thus far w'e have-copied this jourmUidi and 
now proceed with our own hidory. 

On Tuefday, the 26th, as the Captain intended to 
continue here lome time, we fet up our two obfervatories 
on Matavai Point: and adjoining to them two tents 
were pitched, for the reception of a guard, and of fuch 
people as might be left 011 flioic, in difierent depart¬ 
ments. The command, at this dation, was intrudc<l 
to Mr. King, who likewifc attended the adronomkal 
obfervations. While we reiiiaiiied here, the crews of 
both fhips w'ere occupied in many necedary operations. 
The Difcovery Vmain-mad,, that was dia^tered in the 
head, and carried adiore to be repaired,, was rendered 
more firm than ever: the fails that had been fplit, and 
were otherwife rendered unfit for fervice, were replaced, 
the cordage: carefully examined; the mad new rigged ; 
the water cafks repaired ; both diips new caulked; the 
bread infpeeded: irtihorr, the whole repairs completed, 
with more celerity and drength, than could have been 
expeded in a place, where many conveniences were 
wanted, to fir us out for that part of our voyage which 
dill remained to be performed. This day a piece of 
ground was cleared fora garderr, and planted with fc- 
veral articles,, very few of which will, probably, be 
looked after by the natives. Some potatoes, melons, 
and pinc-applc plants, were in a fair way of fucceeding 
before we quitted the place. We had brought from 
the P’riendly Illands fcvcral fliaddock trees, which we 
planted here; and they will in all probability fucceed, 
unlefs their growth Ihould be checked by the fame 
idle curiofity which dedroyed a vine planted at Oheite- 
pcha by the Spaniards. Many of the natives aflem- 
blcd to tade the fird fruit it produced; but the grapes' 
being dill four, they confidered. it as little better than 
poilon, and trod it under foot. In that date Omiah 
accidentally found it, and was rejoiced at the difeovery; 
for he was confident, that if he had but grapes, he could 
eafily make wine. Accordingly, he had fevcral flips 
cut off from the tree, with an intention of carrying 
.them away with him; and w'e pruned, and put in order, 
the remains of it. Before wc had been two days at an¬ 
chor in Matavai Bay,, we we/e vifited by all our old 
friends, whofc names arc mentioned in the narrative 
;of Captain Cook's fonner voyage. Not one of them 
came with empty hands; fo that wc had an amazing 
quantity of provifions, without any apprehenfions of 
exhauliing the ifland, which prefented to our eyes 
^very mark of the mod exuberant fertility and abund- 
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ance. Soon after we had arrived Kp -- 

inanders, whom the Spaniards had carried 
to Lima, paid us a vilit: but. in his evr. 
ance, he was not diftinguithable from ,h„ 
countiymen. He ftilf rememS f 
words. among which the moft frequent 
We alfo found here the young man w hr,., . 

Oedidee, but whofe real nanfe fs 
tain Cook had carried him from Ulictea on^r!* 

Jhip, in 1773, and brought him back in 
lowing, after he had vifited the Friendly In, 
Zealand, Eaficrllland, and the 
come from Bolabola, of which he was a native mr^"* 
heitc, about three months before, probably^’ 
folc view of gratifying his curiofity. He nrefcrled" 
modes, and even diefs of his countryraen^n 
though Captain Cook gave him fonie clothes 
our Board ol Admiralty had thought proper to Vend r” 
Ids ufe, he. after a few days, deefined Si kI” 
This inftance, as w^ell as thafofthe perfon who 
at Lima, may be adduced as a pro^of of tl,e ^ 
clmation of mankind, m general, to habits acciuird J 
an early age; .and it is, perhaps, no unreafonable ft “ 
pofition, that even Omiah, who had imbibed almoftX 
whole Lnghlh manners, will, in a (hort time after be 
mg left by us, return, like Oedidee, and the vilitor of 
Lima, to his own native garments, and Hisorieim! 
mode of 111e. ^ 

On Wednefday, the 27th, wc were informed bva 
man who came from Oheitepcha, that two Spanilh (hips 
had anchored in that bay the preceding night; and, to 
confirm this intelligence, he produced feme coarfe blue 
cloth, which, he faid, he had got out of one of the lhi|)s. 
He further faid, that Matecma w as with the people, and 
that the two fliijjs would be at Matavai in two or three 
days. Thefe, and fome other cifcumflances, which he 
mentioned, gave the fiory fo much the appearance of 
truth, that our Commodore difpatched Lieutenant 
William foil in a boat, to look into Oheitepeha bay; and, 
in the mean time, both Blips were put into a proper 
pofiure of defence: for though England and Spain 
were at peace when we left England, wc did not know 
but that a clilFercnt fccne might, by this time, hpvcbccn 
opened. Upon enquiry, however, we had reafon to 
imagine, that the relator of the fiory had iinpofedupon 
US; and this was put beyoTid all doubt, when Mr. Wil- 
Liamfoii returned the day following, who made his re¬ 
port, that he had been at Oheitepcha, and did not find 
any fiiipsthere, nor had any been there lince we left it. 
The people of this part of the iOand, where we were 
fiationed, told us indeed at firfi, that it was a fidioiv 
mvenied by thofe of Tiaraboo, but with what view it 
was propagated among our people, wc could not con¬ 
ceive, unlels they might fuppofe, that the report would 
induce us to quit the ifiand, and thus deprive the inha¬ 
bitants of Otaheire-nooc of the advantages they might 
otherwife reap from our fliips remaining there; the na¬ 
tives of the two parts of the ifiand being inveterate ene¬ 
mies to each other. Since wc arrived at Matavai, the 
weather had been very unfetiled till the 29th, on ac¬ 
count of which, before this time we were unable to get 
equal altitudes of the fun^for afeertaining the goingot 
the time-keeper. In the evening of this day, the 
ifianders made a precipitate retreat, both from ourlanu 
flation, and from on board the fiiips. Y'e 
tured that this arofe from their knowing foincthelc na 
been committed, and apprehending punillnne^^ on 
that account. At length wc became acquainted wi 
the w hole affair. One of the furgeon’s mates had n^a ^ 
an cxcurfion into the country, to purchafe curio 
and had taken with him four hatchets for the 
of exchange. He having been fo imprudent as to e 
ploy a native to carry them, the fellow- took an 
tunity of running off w iih fo valuable a 
was the ucafon of the fudden flight, in .;j|j 

himfclf, and all his family, had joined; yjnj 

difficulty that the Captain Itoppcd them, after • & 

followed them for the fpaee of two or 
As the Captain had detemiined to take no nar 
fuces for the recovery' of the hatchets,, that t 
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t^utiire might be more upon their guard againft 
,,fg|igcncc. every thing refumed quickly its fornier 

the -joth, fume melTcngers arrived from 
c-,eo with intelligence, that the people of that idand 
h"” jrms i and that Otoo's partizans there had 
wn compelled by the oppofitc party to retreat (o the 
^ f!iins The quarrel between the two iliiinds, 
’^Shegan in I774> had partly fubfifted ever linee. 
A formidable armament had failed foon after Captain 
Pole left Otaheiie, in his former voyage; but the 
malccontenrs of Eimeo had made fo gallant a rcfif- 
-e that the fleet had returned without fuccefs ; and 
^o\v another expedition was deemed ncccirury. On 
L arrival of the meflengers, the chiefs aflembled at 
Otoo's houfe, where the captain adually was at that 
time and Ivad the honour of being admitted into their 
council One of the meflengers opened the bufinefs 
with a fpeech of confiderablc length, the purport of 
which was to. explain the fituation of aflairs at Einico, 
and to excite' the Oraheireans to arm on the occaiion. 
This opinion was oppofed by others, who were agamfl 
^ommeVing hoflilities ; and the debate, for fome time 
was carried on with great order and decorum. A 
however, the whole afleinbly became wry 


• L 

luinultuous, and the captain began to think, that Lhci-' 
meeting would conclude like a Polifli diet. But ti c 
contending chiefs cooled as fall as they grew warm, 
and order was fpcedily reflored. In the end, the pai tv 
for war prevailed; and it was refolvcd, though i.o 
unanimoully, that a ftrong force fliould be fent to 
Eimeo. Otoo faid very little,, during the whole de 
hate. Thofe of the council inclinable to war, applied 
to our commodore for his afliflance; and all of them 
wercdelirous of knowing what part he would take 
Omiah was fent for to act as his interpreter; but as he 
could not be fiiund, the captain, being under a ncccf- 
firy of fpeaking for himfelf^ told them, as well as he 
could, that, as he was not pcrfe(flly acquainted with 
the difpure, and as the natives of Eimeo had never 
given him the leafl offence, he could not think of en¬ 
gaging in hoflili tics againfl them. With this decla¬ 
ration they either were, or appeared to be fatisficd. 
The council was now diflblved; but before the captain 
retired, Otoo deli red him to come again in the after¬ 
noon, and bring Omiah with him. A ptirty of us ac¬ 
cordingly waited upon him at the appointed time; and 
he coiidudled us to his father, in w hofe prefence tl c 
difpute with the natives of Eimeo was again diiculfcd. 
Captain Cook being very delirous of ellecling an ac¬ 
commodation, founded the old chief on that fubjcdl:; 
but he was dfcaf to any fuch propofal, and fully deter¬ 
mined to carry on hoflilitics. On our enquiring into the 
caufe of the war, w e were informed, that fevcral ycais 
ago, a brother of Waheiadooa, ofTiaraboo, was fent 
U) Eimeo, at the defire of Maheine, a popular chief of 
that illand, to be their king; but had not been iheie 
many days, before Maheine, having caufed him to be 
put todeath,ret up for himfelf, in oppofition to Tiera- 
taboonooe, nephew of the deceafed, w ho now became 
the lawful heir, or perhaps had been appointed by the 
people of Otaheitc, to fuccecd to the government on 
the death of the other. Tow ha, who is related to Otoo, 
tmd chief of thediftridb ofTettaha, and jvho had been 
commander in chief of the armament fent againfl 
Eimeo in 1774, happened not to be at Matavai at this 
time, and therefore was not prefent at theconfultations. 
It appeared, however, that he was no flranger to what 
bad happened, and that he entered into the tranfadions 
"ith great eagernefs and fpirit; for on the rumour ol 
a war, it was computed, that near 300 canoes were 
nmftcrcd in Matavai Bay, wdth flages to each, whereon 
'lat from three to fix chiefs in their warlike drelTes; 
^hich feemed calculated for Ihcw rather than ufe in 
battle. On their heads were large turbans wound 
‘■ound in many folds; over that a monflrous hclmit; 
on their bodies, inflead of the light airy drefs w orn 
common, they were incumbered by many garments 
ol their own cloth, which added indeed to their ftature. 
which muft difablc them to exert thci^: llrength ni 


the day of battle. Men of fertile imagination, fond of 
tracing the analogy of antient cufloms, among the dif- 
lerent nations of the world, might pofflbly difeover fome 
limilarity between thefe cumbrous dreflTcs, and thofe 
of the knights of antient chivalry, w ho fought ih ar- 
rnour. It is certain that the Otaheitean who fights on 
foot mufl feel the fame incumbrance from his heavy 
war-drefs, as the antient knight, w ho fought on horfe- 
back mufl: have done, from his unw’eildly armour; and 
there is no doubt but the former will, one time or other^ 
be laid alide in the tropical iflcs, as much as the latter 
is now in every other part of the world. 

On Monday the ill: of September, a rheflenger ar¬ 
rived from Towha, to acquaint Otoo, that he had killed 
i man robe facrificedto the Eatooa, with the view of 
in^ploring the afTiflance of the deity againfl Eimeoj 
This fckmn oblation was to be offerea at the great 
Morai, at Actahooroo, and Otoo’s prefence was necef- 
fary on the occafion. That fuch kind of facrifices con^ 
flitute a part of the religious ceremonies of the Ota- 
heiteans, had been alTcrted by Monf. Bougainville, on 
the tellimony of the native whom he took to France. 
In our lafl: vilit to Ocaheite, w'c had fatisficd ourfclvcs, 
that fuch a pra:lice, however inconliflent w'ith the 
general humanity of the people, was here adopted, 
.iuc this w'asoneof thofe uncommon faebs, concerning 
-he truth of which many will not be convinced, unlels 
the relator himfelf has had ocular proof to fupport 
his aflertion ; for this rcafon. Captain Cook requefted 
•1 Otoo, that he might be allow ed to accompany him^ 
and, by being prefent at the folcmnity, might obtain 
the higheft evidence of its certainty. To this the king 
readily alfcnted, and we immeditely fet out in the 
c iptain’s boat, accompanied by our old friend Potatou, 
Mr. .\nderfon and Mr. Webber; Omiah following us 
in his canoc. We landed in our w^ay, on a fmall ifland, 
iying ofl'Tcttaha, where wc found Tow ha and his at«< 
tendauts. After a little converfation between the two 
hiefs, on the fiibjecl of the war, ’ Towha addrefled 
himfelf to the captain, foliciting his afliflance., When 
ihe latter excufed himfelf, Towha Teemed difpleafed, 
thinking it rather extraordinaiy, that one who had 
conflantly declared himfelf the friend of their ifland, 
iliould now refufe to fight againfl its enemies. Be¬ 
fore w'e feparaced, Towha gave to Otoo two or three 
red feathers, tied up in a tuft, and a half-flarved dog 
was put into a canoc that w\as to accompany us. Our 
party now' reimbarked, taking with us a prieft, who 
was to aflift at the olFering of the human facrifice. 
About two o’clock, wc landed at Attahooroo, when 
Otoo defired that, the Tailors might be ordered to con¬ 
tinue in the boat; and that Captain Cook, Mr. Ander- 
Ton, and Mr. Webber, vvould take off their hats as foon" 
as they fliould come to the Morai. To this we im¬ 
mediately proceeded, followed by numbers of men, 
and fome boys; but not one woman was prefent. Wc 
found four priefls with their alTiflants waiting for us; 
and on our arrival the ceremonies commenced. The 
dead body or facrifice was in a fmall canoe, that lay on 
the beach, fronting the Morai. Tw'o of the priefls„ 
with fevcral of their atiendant.s, were fitting by tlie 
canoc that lay on the beach ; the others at the Morai, 
Our company flopped at the diftance of twenty or 
thirty paces from the priefls. Here Otoo placed him¬ 
felf; our gentlemen, and a few others, ftanding by 
him, while the bulk of the people were removed at a 
greater diftance. One of the afliftants of the priefls 
now brought a young plantain tree, and laid it down 
before the king. Another approached, bearing a fmall 
tuft of red feathers, twifled on fome fibres of the 
cocoa-nut hulk, with which he touched one of Otoo’s 
feet, and afterwards retired with it to his companions. 
One of the pricft.s who were fcated at the Morai, now 
began a long prayer, and, at particular times, fent down 
young plantain * trees, which were placed upon the 
facrificc. During this prayer, one of the natives, who- 
flood by the ofliciating prieft, held in his hands two 
bundles, in one of which, as we afterw ards found, was 
the royal maro; and the other, if w e may be allowed 
the expreflion, was the ark of the Eatooa. The prayer 
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being finilhed, the priefts at the Morai, with their afTif- 
tants, went and fat down by thofe who were upon the 
beach, carrying the two bundles with them. They 
here renewed their prayers; during which the plantain 
trees were taken, one by one, at various times, from off 
the dead body, which, being wrapped up in cocoa- 
leaves and fmall branches, was now taken out of the 
canoe, and laid upon the beach. The priefts placed 
themfelves round it; fome Handing, and others fitting; 
and one, or more of them, repeated fentences for about 
ten minutes. The body w'as now firipped of the leaves 
and branches, and placed parallel with the fea-fhore. 
Then one of the priefis Handing at the feet of the 
corpfe, pronounced a long prayer, in which he was 
joined occafionally by others, each of them holding a 
tuft of red feathers in his hand. While this prayer was 
repeating, fome hair was pulled ofl* the head of the in¬ 
tended facrifice, and the left eye was taken out; both 
which being wrapped up in a green leaf, were prefented 
to the king, who, however, did not touch them, but 
gave to the man who brought them to him, the tuft 
of red feathers which he had received from Towha. 
This, with the eye and hair, were taken to the prieHs. 
Not long after this the king fent them another bunch of 
feathers. In the courfe of this laH ceremony, a king- 
Hflier making a noife, Otoo, turning to Captain Cook, 
faid, " That is the Eatooa;*' and he feemed to con- 
fider it as a favourable prognoHic. The corpfe was 
then carried a little way, and laid under a tree, near 
which were fixed three thin pieces of w'ood neatly 
carved. The bundles of cloth were placed on a part 
of the Morai; and the tufts of red feathers were laid 
at the feet of the dead body, round which the prieHs 
Hationed themfelves; and we w’cre at this time per¬ 
mitted to go as near as we pleafed. He, who feemed 
to be the chief pricH, fpokc for about a quarter of an 
hour, with different tones and geHures ; fometimes ap¬ 
pearing to cxpoflulate with the deceafed; at other times, 
alking fcveral queHions ; then making various demands, 
ts if the dead perfon had power himfclf, or intereH 
with the deity, to engage him to grant fuch requcHs; 
among which, he defired him to deliver Eimeo, Ma- 
heinc its chief, the women, hogs, and other things of 
the ifland into their hands; which was, indeed, the ex- 
prefs object of the facrifice. He then prayed near half 
an hour, in a w^hining tone, and two other prieHs 
joined in the prayer, in the courfe of which one of 
them plucked fome more hair from the head of the 
corpfe, and put it upon one of the bundles. The high 
pricH now prayed alone, holding in his hand the fea¬ 
thers he had received from Towha. Having finiflied, 
he gave them to another pricH, who prayed in like 
manner: then all the tufts of feathers were placed 
upon the bundles of clothe which concluded the cere¬ 
mony at this place. 

The dead body was now carried to the moH con- 
fpicuous part of the Morai, with the feathers, and the 
two bundles of cloth, while the drums beat flowly. The 
feathers and bundles were laid againH a pile of Hones, 
and the body at the foot of them. The prieHs having 
again feated themfelves round the corpfe, renewed their 
prayers, while fome of their affiHants dug a hole about 
the depth of two feet, into which they threw thevidim, 
and covered it over with Hones of earth. While they 
were depofiting the body in the grave, a boy fqueaked 
aloud, upon v;hich Omiah told the captain, it was the 
Eatooa. In the mean time, a fire having been made, 
we faw a lean half Harved dog produced, and it w'as 
killed by twiHing his neck. The hair was then finged 
off, and the entrails being taken out, they were thrown 
into the fire, and left there to be confumed ; but the 
kidney, heart, and liver, were baked on heated Hones. 
7 'he carcafe, after having been rubbed over with the blood 
of the animal, were with the liver. See. laid down before 
the prieHs, who were feated round the grave, praying. 
They, for fome time, uttered ejaculations over the 
dog, while two men, at intervals, beat very loud on tw’o 
drums; and a boy fereamed, in a loud flirill voice, 
three times. This, they faid, was to invite the Eatooa 
to fcaH on the banquet that they had provided for him. 
i 


When the priefts had finiflied their n«„ 
heart, liver, Sic, of the dog, were 
or fcaffold about fix feet in height on 
remains of two other does, and of ruv> • the 
been lately offered up. The priefts '*'“•' 5(1 

dants now gave a fliout. and this prorhl.5'L 
monies ended for the prefent The" 
arrived, we were condufted to a houfc 
Potatou, where we were entertained anH ua to 
night. Having been informer tS 
rites were to be renewed the next dav, we 1,3°“’ 
quit the place while any thing remained to be feen 
Early m the morning of Tuefiiay the and 
paired to the fccne of aaion j and foon aLm a’'' 
pig was facrificed and laid upon the fainei" 
with the others. About eight, Otoo took ow pS 
the Moral, where the pnefts, and a crrcat nfl / j 
of people were by this time aflcmbled. ° Theuo r 
dies occupied the place where they had been deStS 
the Preceding cvennw, the tivo drums wereW 
front of the Morai, and the priefts were ftationM u 
yond them. The king plaecd himfeif between t 
drums, and defired the captain to Hand by him Th! 
ceremony commenced with bringing a young planJn 
tree, and laying it at the king’s feet. A prayer wl" 
then repeated by the priefts, holding in tlicir hands 
feveral tufts of red, and a plume of oftrich feathers- 
which the commodore had prefented to Otoo on hh 
firft arrival. When the priefts had ended the pnver 
they changed their ftation, and placed themfelves be’ 
tween our gentlemen and the Morai. One of them 
the fame who had performed the principal part the 
preceding day, began another prayer, which continued 
near half an hour. During thisprayor, the tufts of red 
feathers were put, one by one, upon the ark of the Eatooa. 
Not long after, four pigs were produced, one of which 
was killed immediately, and the three others were 
taken to a neighbouring Hy. One of the bundles was 
now untied; and it contained the Maro, with which 
the Otaheiteans invcH their kings. When taken out 
of the cloth, it was fpread on the ground, at full length, 
before the prieHs. It is a girdle about 15 feet in 
length, and one foot and a quarter in breadth, and is 
probably put on in the fame manner as the common 
Maro, or piece of cloth, ufed by thefe iflanders to 
wrap round the waiH. It was ornamented with yellow 
and red feathers ; but principally with the former. 
One end of it was bordered with eight pieces, about the 
fize and figure of a horfe-fhoe, whofe edges were fringed 
with black feathers: the other end was forked, having 
the points of various lengths. The feathers were ranged 
in two rows, in fquare compartments, and produced a 
plcafing effedt. They had been firH fixed upon fome 
of the cloth of the ifland, and then fewed to the upper 
end of the pendant, which Captain Wallis had left fly- 
ing on the fhorc, the firH time of his arrival at Matavai. 
The prieHs pronounced a long prayer, relative to this 
part of the ceremony; and after it was ended, the 
badge of royalty was folded up with great care, and put 
into the cloth. The other bundle, which we have 
already mentioned, under the name of the ark, was next 
opened at one end ; but we were not permitted to ap^* 
proach near enough to examine its myHerious concents. 
The intelligence we obtained re^pedting its contents was, 
that the Eatooa (or rather, what is fuppofed to reprefent 
him) was cqnccalcd therein. This facred repofitory is 
comppfed of the twiHcd fibres of the hufk of the cocoa- 
nut, and its figure is nearly circular, with one end conii" 
derably thicker than the other. The pig that had been 
killed was by this time cleaned, and its entrails taken 
out. Thefe happened to have many of thofe convulfive 
motions, which frequently appear, in different parts, 
w'hen an animal is killed ; and this was confidcred as a 
very favourable omen to the intended expedition. 
After having been expofed for fome time, the 
were carried and laid down before the 
whom clofcly infpedted them, turning them for 
piirpqfe gently with a Hick. Having been 
examined, they were thrown into the fire. The 
ficed pig, and its^ livqr, heart, S^c, were now put ^ 
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the fcaifold where the dog had been depofitcd; and 
then all the feathers, except the oftrich plume, be« 
ing ejiclofed in the ark, an end was put to the whole 

^^^wTIhall clofc this account with a few other obfer- 
vations we made in the courfe of this morning. Four 
double canoes remained upon the beach the ^^•holc time, 
betbrethe place of facrifice. A fmall platform, tovered 
i^ith palm leaves, faffened in myflerious knots, was 
fixed on the fore part of each of ihofc canoes ; and this 
alfois called a Morai. Some plantains, cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit, fiflh and other articles, lay upon each of 
thofc naval morais. The natives faid, that they be¬ 
longed to the Eatooa, and that they were to attend the 
fleet that was to be fent out againfl: Eimeo. 'Fhc un- 
fortunate victim pdercd on this occafion, was to appear¬ 
ance, a middle aged man, and one of the lovvert elafs 
of the people; but it did not appear that they had 
fixed upon him on account of his having committed 
any particular crime that deferved death. It is cer¬ 
tain, however, that they ufually feledl fuch guilty per- 
fons for facrifices, or elfc vagabonds, who have no vifi- 
hle way of procuring an honeR livelihood. Having 
examined the body of the unhappy fuffercr, now oftered 
up to the objedl of thefe people's adoration, w e ob- 
ferved, that it was bloody about the head, and much 
bruifed upon the right temple, which denoted the 
manner in which he had been killed; and we were 
informed, that he had been knocked on the head wiih 
a Rone. The WTCtches who are devoted on thefe oc- 
cafions, are never previoufly apprized of their fate. 
Whenever any one of the principal chiefs conceives a 
human facrifice neceRary, on any great emergency, he 
fixes upon the vidtim, and then difpatchcs fome of his 
trufiy fervants, who fall upon him fuddenly, and either 
fione him to death, or beat our his brains with a club. 
The king is then acquainted with it, w hofe prefence is 
faid to be abfolutely neceRary at the folefnii rites that 
follow; and, indeed, in the late performance, Otoo bore 
a capital part. The folemnity itfelf is called Poore 
Eree, or the prayer of the chief: and the victim is 
termed Taata-taboQ, or confecrated man. The Morai, 
where the late facrifice was offered, is always appro¬ 
priated for the burial of the king of the whole iOand, 
and likewife of his family, and fome other perfons of 
diftinguifhed rank. It differs little except in e 
tent, from the common Morais. Its principal part is 
a large oblong pile of Rones, about thirteen feet in height, 
and contradled towards the top, with a quadrangular 
area on each fide, loofely ptlvcd with pebbles, under 
which the bones of the chiefs are depofited. Not far 
from the end neareR the fea, is the place of facrifice, 
w-hereisa very large whatta, or fcaffold, on which the 
offerings of fruits, and other vegetables are placed; but 
me animals are laid on a fmaller one, and the human 
acrifices are interred under the pavement. We faw 
everal rcliques fcattcred about the place; fuch as fmall 
in various parts of the pavement, fome 
''^irh bits of cloth faRened round them; others entirely 
covered with it; and upon the fide of the large pile, 
renting the area, are a great number of pieces of carved 
ood, in which their gods are fuppofed to refide occa- 
onally xhere is a heap of Rones, at one end of the 
rgelcaffold, with a fort of platform on one fide. On 
all the llvulls of the human facrifices, 
a taken up after they have remained under 

the™ fpme months. JuR above them many of 

pieces of wood are placed; and here the 
podn ™ other bundle, fuppoi'cd to contain the 
laid, during the celebration of the late 
tom that this barbarous ciif- 

human facrifices, prevails in all, or 
bnc f ii^^nds of the Pacific Ocean, however dif- 
other fome of them may be. And 
ion is off ^ mould fuppofe, that not more than one per- 
iOands time, cither at Oraheite, or other 

Occur inclined to think, 

humao r tts to make a terrible havock of the 

Jsi'o for the Captain counted no Icfs than 


49 fkulls of former viclims, lying before the JVionii, at 
Attahw)FOo; and as none of thofe fkulls appeared to 
have fiiffered any confiderable change, or decay, fi*oni 
the weather, it may be inferred, that a Riort time had 
Ciapfcd fince the viciims to whom they belonged had 
been offered. This horrid practice, though no confi- 
tl .'ration whatever can make it ceafe to be detcRabIc, 
might, perhaps, be thought lefs detrimental, in fome 
refpedls, it it contributed to imprefs any awe for the 
deity, or venei*ation for religion, upon the minds of 
the congregation: but this was far from being the cafe 
on the late occafion; for though a vaR number oflpcc- 
tators had aRemblcd at the Morai, thev* Rievved very 
httlc reverence for what was tranfading: and 
Omiah happening to arrive, after the ceremonies 
had begun, many of the iRanders thronged round 
him, and were engaged, for the remaining part of 
the time, in making him recount fbmc of his adven- 
tures; to which they liRencd with great eagernefs of 
attention, r^gardlcfs of the Iblemn oRices which their 
prieRs were then performing. Indeed, the prieRs 
thcmfelves, except the one who fuRained the principal 
part, cither from their being familiarized to Rich ob- 
jeas, or from their repofing no great degree of confi¬ 
dence in the cRicacy of their religious inRitutions, 
rnaintained very little of that folemnity, fo neceflary to 
give to ads of devotion their proper effecl. Their habit 
was but an ordinary one; they converfed together with 
great familiarity; and the only attempt they made to 
preferve decorum, was by exerting their authority, to 
prev^t the populace from encroaching on the fpot, and 
g ruffer our gentlemen, as ffrangers, to come forward.' 
They were, however, very candid in the anfwcrs which 
they gave to. any inrerrogatorip that were put to them, 
with regard to this human inRitutlon. Being alked 
what was the defign of it? They replied, that it was 
an ancient cuflqin, and highly pleafing to their god, 
who came and fed upon thefacrifices; in confequenceof 
which, he granted the petitions of their pravers. It was 
thenobjeaed, that he certainly did not feed on thefe, as 
he was neither feen to do it, nor were the bodies of the 
facrificed animals roonconfiimed; and that as to the 
corpfe of a human vidim, they prevented his feeding 
on that, by interring it. In anfwer to thefe objedions, 
which in our opinion were rather frivolous ones, they 
obferved, that he came in the night, invifibly, and fed 
only on the foul, or immaterial part, which (as thefe 
people fay) remains about the place of facrifice, till the 
carcafe of the vidim is totally waRed by putrefadion. 
Human facrifices are not the only Rrangc cuftoms that 
Rill prevail among the inhabitants of Otaheite, though, 
in many refpecRs, they have emerged from the brutal 
manners of favage life. Befides cutting out the jaw 
bones of their enemies Rain in battle, which they carry 
about with them as trophies, they, in feme meafure, 
offer up their bodies to the Eatooa: for after an en¬ 
gagement, in which they have come off vidorious, they 
colled all the dead, and bring them to the Morai, 
w’here with great form and ceremony, they dig a large 
hole, and bury them all in it, as fo many offerings to 
their divinities. They treat in a different manner 
their own chiefs that fall in battle. Their late king, 
Tootaha, Tiibourai-tamaide, and another chief, who 
were Rain in an engagement with thofe of Tiaraboo, 
were brought to the Morai at Attahooroo; at w'hich 
place the prieRs cut out their bow'cls before the great 
altar; and their dead bodies were afterwards interred 
in three different places, near the great pile of Rones' 
abovementioned; and the common men who loR their 
lives in the battle, were ail buried in one hole, at the foot 
ol the fame pile. This w^as performed thie day after 
the battle, with much pomp and formality, amidR a nu¬ 
merous concoui fe of people, as a thankfgiving offering 
to the deity, for the vidory they had obtained the pre¬ 
ceding d.ay. The vanquifhed, in the mean time, had 
taken refuge in the mountains, w'here they remained 
upwards of a week, till the fury of the vidora began to 
abiitc. A treaty was then fet on foot, by which it was 
agreed, that Otoo fhould be proclaimed king of the 
^ ^ whole 





















whole iHaiivi; and the folcmnity of invcdling him with 
the Maro, or badge of royalty, was performed at the 
fame Morai, witlr great magnificence. 

A gentleman on board the Difcoveiy, to whofe jour¬ 
nal, in the narrative of this voyage, we have had fre¬ 
quently recoil rfe to, in his remarks on the manners and 
rulloms of the inhabitants of Otaheitc, makes the fol¬ 
low ing obfervations. 'I hc journalift, as he fays, was at¬ 
tentive only to two fa( 5 ls, one of which, he found reafon 
to believe, had been mifreprefented, and the other un¬ 
fairly related. 'I'he firn; rcfpccts the focicry of the Ar- 
rcoys, compofed, as it \vasfaid,ofa certain number of 
men and women, alfociatcd in fcvidnefs, and fo aban¬ 
doned TO all fenfe of humanity, as todcllroy the ilTuc 
of their libidinous rnrercourfe; than which nothing 
could be more injurious to the characters of any peo¬ 
ple, than this diabolical practice aferibed to this fociety. 
There are in this, and the adjoining iflands, perfons of 
a middle rank between the Manahounas, or the Yeo¬ 
men, and the Enrecs, who having no concern in the 
government, nor any diltinCt property in the illands, 
aflbciate together for their own amufement, and the 
entertainment of the public. Thefe travel from place 
to place, and from ifland to ifland in companies, not 
unlike thofe of the (trolling players in England, only 
that they perform without pay ; but that they cohabit 
indifcriminaccly, one with another, (b many men .with 
fb many women in common, is no otherwife true, than 
may be fufpected among the itinerant companies juft 
mentioned ; nor arc they under'any other reftraincs 
fi-om marrying, than that the fociety admits of no mar¬ 
riages among thcmfelves, nor of any married people 
to be of their fociety, it being a rule with them never to 
be cncunvbcred with children; if therefore it fliould 
happen, that ifTiie fhould prove to be the confequcncc 
of a caiual amour, there is no alternative, the mother 
mult either quit the fociety, or feme how or other dif- 


pofeot the child, which fome of them 
many iiiifbrtuiiate girls do here, by ferr^H« 
away with them, to avoid infamy, it h.'ln^ ' ^ 
graceful there to be found with\-liild wf 
of the fociety of Arreoys, as it is for «Cen 
found without hufbands. Oedidec wh” ^ 

voyage to the fouthward with Captain Cook r''' 

mer expedition todifeovera fouthern contin 
to pay his refpeas to his patron and friend 
with him a wife whom he had lately marrird^^'i?'’^ 
difereditsthe notion that was adopted bv fn..^’ 
agers, that thole who belonged to the fociety of "v 
were fworn to celibacy. Either this man Ifr 
been an impoftor, or the fact juft mentioned cannot ^ 

The other faa, which the writer took pains tnri 
termine, was, whether the beaftly cuftom imputed 
them, ot gratifying their pafTions without rceard « 
perfons or places, was well founded? ^Vnd he folcmn ! 
declares, that the groffed indeccncies hc ever faw ^ 
tilbd while ontheinand,wcreby thelieentioufnefsofour 
own people, who, without regard tocharato, madeno 
fci uple to attempt openly and by force, whatthey were 
unable to efteed with the free voluntary confent of the 
objeds of their dcfirc; for which fcveral of chemwcrc 
fcvcrely punifhed. To alTert, therefore, that not the 
lead trace of diamc is to be found among thefe people 
in doing that openly, which all other people arc natu¬ 
rally induced to hide, is an injurious calumny, not war¬ 
ranted by cudom, norfupported by the general pracl 
tice, even of the lowed clafs of'individuals among 
them. This people, concludes our journalift,have one 
cudom in common with the Neapolitans and Maltefe, 
w hich ought not to be forgotten, iind that is, their fi(h- 
ing in the night, and reppfing chemfclvcs in the day: 
like them too, they burn torches while they fifh, which 
they make of the oil drawn from the cocoa-nut. 



CHAP. Vlll. 


The parly the conclu/Jon of the Solemnity at the Morai, rc-emharked for Mat aval—Coafereiice ivith ^(ovha rtfpctlini 
the human Saerijice- -Private Hrtraas among the Natives—A treat given hy Oedidee, and another h Omiah—Esbilitm 
of Fire-veorks—A prejeni of Cloth made in an wuifnal Mannerf—A method of embalming the dead Body of a Cbkf~^ 
A fecond human Saerifiee — Fhc two Captains entertain the Natives by riding on HoifeA>nck—At tent ion of Otooo to pre¬ 
vent Thefts—Animals given him by Captain Cook—Audience to the Deputies of a Cbitf-—A mock Fight exhibited i/y I’sxi 
ii'ar-canoes—Naval Jlrength of the Society IJlands—Manner of conduffing a IFar—The day for the tzvoAhipsyailinp^ 
fixed—Peace made with Fdmeo—Debates in confeqiience of this — Otoo's comiiifi cenfured—A folcmnity on the occajm— 
Obfervations — Otoo's policy—Omiah receives a prefent of a war canoe — Otoo's prefent and mefj'age to the King of Great Ba- 
iaui—An Account of thtt modes of Traffic, and the friendly Treatment we received at Ofaheite—^More parlicubvs n- 
fpefling ihe expedition of the Spanianb—Their endeavours to inculcate a mean opinion of the Engiifi^OmiaFs jealwfy <f 
another Travel Icr—The Refolution and Difeovery depart from Otaheitc, amiojichor at Taloo in the Ijhind of Eimeo^Txo 
llarbours, Toloo, and Parawroab deferibed—Vljit from Maheine, and a Deferiplion of bis Perfon—Preparations made 
for failing—Detained by hiving a Coat flolen—Another purloined, andfecrcted—Meqfures taken, and an expedition 
• the Ijhmd to recover it—Honfes and Canoes burnt—Continuation of Hofilrties threatened—The Goat reJJored—A defrip- 
Uon of the Ifland of Eimeo—The two Ships fet Sail, and arrive at Huaheinc—An affemhlyof the Chiefs — Oinuth’s Ep- 
hltfhment in this f/lafid agreed to uiumimoufly—In ccaifequencc of this a Honfc is built for him, and fleps taken to cnjiire his 
faf'ly—A Ihief punijhcd with uncommon Severity—Animals left with Omiah—His IVeapons — Enlcrtaimncnts—In- 
' liripiion on his Ploufe—Behaviour at parting—Remarks on bis Characler and general Conduff—Obfervations on the tu'O 
New Zealanders %Cho remained with him—The two Ships proceed to Ulietca—A Defer Ier belonging to the Marhics re¬ 
covered—Intelligence from Omiah—InflmUions to Captain Clerke—Two of the Mariners deferl—The Chief’s Son,^ 
Daughter and her Hujband, confined on board the Difeovery — A confpiracy formed by the Natives agahifl the two Qiptaim 
—The Deferl ers recovered, and the Chief' s family fet at Liberty—The Refolution and Difeovery prepare for their Depar¬ 
ture frm Utietea^ 

other interrogatories, he afkcd particularly, tf it 
fwered oUr cxpeiftations ? What opinion we entertainci 
of its ctticacy? And, whether fuch religious 
ceremonies were frequent in our own 
had been lilent during the celebration of 
remony; but, at the clofe of the extraordinary 
freely exprcllcd our fentimentson the dibjca to 
and his attendants; confcquently, Captain ^ 

•not conceal his dccedation of it, in tWs 
with Towha. Excludvc of the barbarity or the . 

cudom, he urged the unrcafonablenefs of it, a 

that fuch a facrifice, indcad of making the 
pitious to their nation, would excite his vengean 


O N Tuefday, the 2nd of September, wc rc-cm- 
barked, in order to return to Matavai, revolving 
in our minds the extraordinary fccne at the morai, a.s 
related in the preceding chapter, and to which we had 
been eye-witnellcs. In the way, wc paid a vifit to 
Towha, who had continued in the little ifland, where 
wc met him the day before. Some converfation palfcd 
betw^een him and Otoo; and the latter entreated Cap¬ 
tain Cook, once more, to join them as an ally in their 
war againd Eimeo. lly his podtivc reftifal he en¬ 
tirely lod the good opinion of this chief. Before we 
took our leave, Otoo took an occadon to fpcak of the 
folcmnity, at which wc had been prefent. Among 
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—f ni this vcjiy circiimftancc, he concluded, their 

Id expedition againll Maheinc would be unluc- 
This was proceeding to great lengths upon 
v iurc- but there was little danger of being mil- 
for. refpecling this war, three parties were 
'd in the illand, one violent in its favour, another 
about it, and a third the avowed fupporters 
r M'lhcinc and his caufe. Under thefe circuin- 
CCS it was not probable that fuch a plan of niili- 
tv operations would be fettled, as could infure fuc- 
“Z ^Omiah aded as interpreter, in conveying the 

rlutain’sfentimcntsonthisfubjea to Touha, and he j 
Lported his objections with fuch fpirfr, that the chief 
aonearedtobe extremely angry; especially, on being • 
informed, that if he had taken away the life of a man ; 

nEnt^land, as he had done here, his rank would not ; 
have protected him from an ignominious death. Upon \ 
this he exclaimed, maenol maeno! (vile! vile!) and 
would not hear a fyilable more about it. Many of the j 
natives were prefent at this debate; particularly the » 
fervants and attendants of Towha; and when Omiah ; 
mentioned the punilhment that would be inlhclcd, in 
England, upon the greatdl chief, if he dared to kill ; 
themeanclt fervanc, they lidened veiy attentively; and 
perhaps, on this fubject, they thought dilfercntly ; 
ITom their mailer. Leaving Towha, we proceeded to • 
Oparree, where Otoo Jblicircd us to pafs the night* We \ 
landed in the evening, and on our way to his habita- I 
tion,hadan opportunity of obferving how .rliefe people 
amufe themfelves in their private heevas. Wc Hiw about 
a hundred of them fitting in a houfc j in the midd of 
whom were two women, and an old man behind each 


of them, beating gently on a drum, and the women, at 
intervals, tinging with great foftnefs and delicacy. 
The adcmbly wine very attentive, and feemed, as it 
were, abforbed in the pleafure the miidc gave them; 
few of them taking any notice of us, and the perform¬ 
ers never once ccafcd. W hen w e arrived at Oioo’s 
houfc it was almod dark. Here we were entertained 
with one of their public heevas. or plays, in which his 
three fiders reprefented principal charadlers. This 
they call a heeva raa, and no perfon is fulfered to enter 
the houfc, or area, where it is exhibited. This is al¬ 
ways the cafe, when the royal fillers are performers. 
There is a famenefs in their drama, that admits ol lit¬ 
tle or no variation, as, perhaps, to foreigners, who arc 
unacquainted with the language and manner.? ol a 
country, there may appear to be in every dage exhibi¬ 
tion, wherever performed. Be that as it may, we now 
beheld a more numerous and brilliant company of per¬ 
formers aflcmbled for our entertaiumenr, than we had 
ever feen oi^aay dage in the tropical illands before. 
On this occalion, thedreffes w'cre entirely new, and by 
far more elegant and pidurcfquc than formerly; the 
number of dancers were incrcafed; and they acquitted 
themfdves in a very diltinguilhed manner. Ten young 
ladies compofed the fird group, with their heads mod 
niagnifiicently ornamented with beads, red leathers, 
Ihells of the mod beautiful colours, and w rcathed with 
flowers in fo elegant a dyle, as. hardly to be excelled. 
A party of warriors were next introduced, drefied in 
dicir war habits, confiding, as has already been ob- 
ferved, of different coloured cloth, ol iheir own manu- 
fadurc, fo ingenioufly fadiioncd^ and blended together 
'vith fo much art, as, with the heimits that cover their 
heads, to fill the dage w ith men, of vvhofe majedic 
figure it is not cafy to conceive an idea. Thefe were 
armed with fpears, lances, and clubs ; and exhibited all 
fhc forms of attack and defence, which arc practifed 
ju real a(dion. The principal performers w^ere the 
brother, his three fillers, and we may add, a 
^hiet of a gigantic daturc, who difplayed fuch fur- 
prixing grimaces and diflortions of face and coiinte- 
uaucc, by way of provocation and challenge, as were 
*^ut only laughable in fome attitudes, but terrible in 
others. After thefe difappeared, the players came 
orward, and performed a more ferious piece than we 
o^dyetfeen, at which the natives fat graver and more 
coinpofcd^than ufual; though fomc comic interludes, 
crein four men were pci formers, feemed to afford 


greater entertainment to the numerous audience. I'hc 
whole concluded w ith a dance of ten boysi drClTedi in 
every rcTpedl like the girls in the firfl fccnc, with their 
hair flowing in ringlets down their fhouldcrS, and their 
heads ornamented in a very beautiful llyle. 

The next morning being the 3d, we proceeded to 
Matavai, leaving Otoo at Oparree; but his mother, 
filters, infiiort all the royal family, and many women, 
attended us on board, and Otoo followed a ihort tinw: 
after. During our abfcncc from the fiiips, the fupply 
of fruit had been fcanty, nor had they many viiitors; 
but after our return we had plenty both of company 
and provifions. On the 4th a party of u.s, among 
whom was Otoo, dined ailiorc with Omiah, who hatl 
provided excellent fare, confifting of fifii, fowls, pork, 
and puddings. Dinner being over, the Captain ac¬ 
companied Otoo to his houfe, where he found all hi.s 
fervants very bufy in getting a quantity of provilions 
ready. Among other articles was a large hog, which 
they killed in his prefence. There was alfo a large 
pudding, the whole procefs of which the Captain law’, 
it was compofed of bread fruit, plantains, taro, and 
pandanus nuts, each rafped, fcraped, or beat up very 
line, and baked by itfclfi. A quantity of the juice of 
cocoa^mt-kernels w as put into a large tray, or wooden 
vcfiel; in which the other articles from the oven were put; 
together with fome hot (tones, in order to make the 
contents fimmer. Three or four perlbns were em¬ 
ployed in fliiring up the feveral ingredients; till they 
w'cre perfcdly incorporated, and the juice of the cocoa- 
nut was turned to oil; and, atlalt, the whole mafs was 
nearly of the confifiency of a hally pudding. Some 
of thefe puddings are excellent, and few that we make 
in England equal them. This being made, and the 
hog baked, they, together with two living hogs, fome 
bread-fruit, and cocoa-nuts, were lent on board the Rc- 
folution, followed by Otoo, and all the royal family. 

Lriday the 5rh, in the eveniilg, a young ram of the 
cape breed, and carefully brought up on board our fifip, 
W'as killed by a dog; an accident the more regretted, 
by its being the only one we had of that kind, and one 
only of the Englifii breed was now remaining. Oit 
the 7th, at the clofe of day, we exhibited fome fire¬ 
works, before a vafi: concourfe of people, many of 
w hom were highly entertained, but the greater number 
were much terrified with the exhibition; infomuch, 
that they could hardly be prevailed on to keep together; 
to the conelufion of the entertainment. A table rocket 
was the lall. It flew olT the table, and difperfed the, 
whole crowd in an infiant; even the mofl: refoluce of 
them flew with the utmoft precipitation. On Monday, 
the 8th, a party of us dined with Ocdidec. w ho made 
the trip to the fouthward with Captain Cook, in his 
former voyage. Our table was furnilhed plentifully 
with fiih of divers forts, and pork. The hog, which: 
w’cighed about thirty pounds, was alive, drefied, and on 
the table, within the hour. Soon after we had dined, 
Otoo came to us, and aficed the Captain, if his belly 
was full? who anfw’ercd in the affirmative. "Then 
come along with me,” faid Otoo. The Captain at-i 
tended him to his father’s, where he faw feveral people 
employed in drclling two girls, w ith fine cloth, after a 
very fingular falhion. There were feveral pieces, one 
end of each was held over the heads of the girls, 
w'hile the remainder was wrapped round their bodies 
under the arm-pits. The upper ends were then let 
(all, and hung in folds to the ground, over the other, 
fo as to bear fome rcfemblance to a circular hoop-pet¬ 
ticoat: lafily, round the oiitfide of all, were wrapped 
feveral pieces of cloth, of various colours, which con- 
(iderably increafed thclizc; it being five or fix yards in 
circuit; and the weight of this fingular attire was as 
much as the poor girls could well fupport. To each 
were hung two taamecs, or breaft-plates, in order to 
cmbellilh the whole, and give it a piclurcfque appear¬ 
ance. Thus equipped, they w ere taken on board, to¬ 
gether w’ith feveral hogs, and a quantity of fruit, the 
whole being a prefent to our Comrrtandcr from Otoo^s 
father. Thole who arc drefied in this manner, are 
called atec; but, this ceremony is never performod, 
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except where large prcfencs of cloth are to be made. 
We never faw it pra^Slifed upon any other occafion; 
but, both Captain Cook and Captain Clarice had cloth 
prefentcd them afterwards wrapped round the bearei^ 
in the fame manner. On the 9th, we received a pre- 
fent of five hogs, and fome fruit, from Otoo; and one 
hog, and fome fruit from each of his fiflers. Other 
proviiions were alfo in abundance; and great quanti¬ 
ties of mackarcl having been caught by the natives, for 
two or three days fucceflively, fome of them were fold 
at the rents, and in the lliips; indeed, Otoo was equally 
attentive, to fupply our wants, and contribute to our 
amufement. On the lOth he treated a party of us at 
Oparree with a play; in w'hich his three fillers w'cre 
again performers, having each of them new and very 
elegant drcfics. This day Captain Cook w'cnt to fee an 
embalmed corpfe, near the rcfidence of Otoo. On en¬ 
quiry, it was found to be the remains of Tee, a chief 
well known to him, when he lall vifited this ifiand. It 
was lying in an elegant toopapaoo, in all refpeifls fimilar 
to that at Oheitepeha, in which the remains of Wa 
heiadooa arc depofited. We found the body w^as un^ 
der cover, within the toopapaoo, and wrapped up in 
cloth. At the Captain’s defire, the perfon who had 
the care of it, brought it out, and placed it on a kind 
of bier, fo as to allow a perfedl view' of it. The corpfe 
having been thus exhibited, he ornamented the place 
with mats and cloths, difpofed in fuch a manner as to 
produce a pleafing cffe( 5 l. The body was entire in 
every part; putrefaeftion feemed hardly to be begun: 
and not the Icaft dilagreeable fmell proceeded from it; 
though this is one of the hotteft climates, and Tee had 
been dead above four months. There w'as, indeed, a 
forinking of the mufcular parts and eyes, but the hair 
and nails were in their original Hate, and the feveral 
joints were pliable. On enquiiy into the method of 
thus preferving their dead bodies, we w'ere informed, 
thatfoon after they arc dead,they arc difembowelled, by 
drawing out the inteftines, and other vifeera; after which 
the whole cavity is Huffed with cloth; that, when any 
moifture appeared, it w'as immediately dried up, and the 
bodies rubbed all over with perfumed cocoa-nut oil, 
which, frequently repeated, preferved them feveral 
months; after which they moulder away gradually, Omiah 
told us, that the bodies of all their great men, who die a 
natural death, are thus preferved, and expofed to public 
view a confiderable time after. At firfi, they are exhi¬ 
bited CVC17 fine day, afterwards the intervals become 
greater, and at lafi: they are feldom to be fecn. In the even¬ 
ing we took leave of Otoo, and departed from Oparree. 

On Friday the 12th, all the royal family, except the 
king himfelf, honoured us with a vifit! The chief, 
they faid, was gone to Attahooroo, to affift at another 
human facrifice, font from Tiaraboo, to be offered up 
at the Morai. This focond inflance, within fo fliort a 
period, w'as a melancholy proof, that the victims of this 
bloody fuperftition are very numerous among this hu¬ 
mane people. The Captain would have been prefent 
at this facrifice alfo, had he been earlier informed of 
it. but now it w'as too late. For the fame rcafon, he 
milfod being at a public tranfaiHion, the preceding day, 
when the king, with great folemnitf, reftored to the 
adherents of the late king Tootaha, the lands and pof- 
fofiions, of which, after his death, they had been de¬ 
prived. On the 13th Otoo returned from exercifing 
his royal duties; and on the 14th, we were honoured 
with his company, when the two Captains, for the firll 
time,mounted on horfoback, and rode round the plain of 
Matavai, to the afionifliment of a vaft train ofspec¬ 
tators, who gazed upon them with as much furprifoas 
if they had been centaurs. Both the horfe and mare 
were in good cafe, and looked extnmcly well. What 
the Captains had began w'as repeated daily, by one or 
other of our people; and yet the curiofity of the na¬ 
tives continued unabated. After they had fecn and un- 
derfiood the ufe of thefo noble animals, they were ex¬ 
ceedingly delighted with them; and we were of opi¬ 
nion, that they conveyed to them a better idea of the 
greatnefs of other nations, than all the novelties that 
had hitheno been carried among them. On the 15 th, 


canoes. It vvas faid, Otoo did not 

mg fo near our ttalion, where his dco L °f '''' be! 
nicntly invade our property. Otoo wo 
took every prudent method to prevent 
bcncs and it was owing prindpally ^ rob. 
that fo few were committed. He hL . ^ 
houfc or two behind our poll, and two 
tents, between the river and the 
people kept watch continually at all thoO. 
as his father rcfidcd ufually on Matavai 
in a manner, furrounded bv them Ti, ’ 
fended us in the night from thl^;es be;' 
opportunity of obferving every thina 
the day, and were ready fo reedve elitrU « 

fuch girls, as were privLely eS^w 
which was ufmdly'done 'eveiy ntrnr„g R’ 
mcafures he had taken to fecure ourfaferv .nf ^ 
the moreeffential purpofoof enlargins his 
Otoo acquainted aptain Cook, that his prefenR 
required at Oparree, wherean audience was to “c S 
to the great perfonage from Bolabola, and deiiril 
company thither. 1 he Captain confented readily ex 
peaingto meet with fomething deferving of notice 
Accordingly, Tuefday the i6th. our party, among 
whom was Mr. Anderfon, fet out. Nothing, howcw 
^curred. that was interefting or curious. Etary and 
ius followers prefentcd fome coarfc cloth, and hoes to 
Otoo, with a fet fpcech. After this, a confultation was 
held between them and fome other chiefs, about their 
expedition to Eimeo. Etary, at firfl, difapproved of 
It 1 but his objeAions were, at length, over-ruled. Itap. 
pcared, indeed, the next day, it was too late to deliberate 
on this bufinefs; for Towha, Potatou, and another chief 
had already gone on the expedition, with the fleet of 
Attahooroo; and, in the evening, a meffenger arrived 
with intelligence, that they had reached ^imeo; that 
there had been fome fidrmillies; but that the lofs, or 
advantage, on.either fide, had been very inconfidcrable. 
On the 18th, in the morning, Captain Cook, Mr. An¬ 
derfon, and Omiah, went again to Oparree, accompa¬ 
nied by Orooi taking with them the foeep which the 
Captain intended to leave upon the ifiand. Thefewere 
an Engliffi ram and ewe, and three Cape ewes, all which 
the Captain made a prefent of to Obo. Each of the 
three cow'S had taken the bull; he therefore thought it 
adyifcable to divide them, and carry one part to Ulietea. 
With this view he ordered them to be brought before 
him, and propofed to Etaiy, that if he would leave his 
Spanifh bull with Otoo, he fhould have our Englilh 
bull and one of the cows. To this propofal Etary, 
at firll, fiarted fome objedlions; but, at lafl:, agreed to 
it. However, as the cattle were putting into the boat, 
one of Etary's followers oppofed the making any ex¬ 
change whatever. Upon this, and the Captain fufped:- 
ing, that Etaiy had agreed to the arrangement, for the 
prefontjOnly to pleafe him, he dropped the idea of an 
exchange; and determined finally to leave them all 
with Otoo; whom he firiffly enjoined not to fuffer 
them to be removed from Oparree, till he Ihould have 
got a flock of young ones; which he might then dif* 
pofe of to his friends, or fend to the neighbouring 
ifiands. This matter being fettled, our gentlemen left 
Etary, and attended Otoo to another place, not far dif- 
tant, where they found the forvants of a chief, waiting 
with a hog, a pig, and a dog, a prefent from their mal- 
tcr to the king. Thefo were delivered, with the ulua 
ceremonies, and an harangue, in w'hich the fpeakcr en¬ 
quired after the health of Otoo, and of all his principa 
people. This compliment was re-echoed in 
of Otoo, by one of his minifters; and then the r 
with Eimeo was formally difeuffed. The depufi*^^ 
the chief were ad vocates for profocuting the war w i 
vigoui-, advifing Otoo to offer a human lacrificc on 
occafion. .Another chief, who confianrly -a 

perfon of Otoo, took the other fide of the 

fupported his opinion ag-a i n fl a war, with great lire o 

of argument. Otoo received repeated ^ 

Towha, urging liim to hallcn to his aflidai'cc; 
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„as now convinced that he never entered hear- 




Having dined with 
returned coMatavai, leaving him at 


®‘f/'^Pridav the TOth, we were very fparingly fupplied 
u (• .it as we had been the day before. Otoo being 
’*'fJLed of this, he, and his brother, who had parti- 
'.T attached himfelf to Captain Clcrke, came from 
? 2 ce with a large fupply for both flups. Next day, 

^ oth all the royal family came with prelents, fo 
.hat^ow w-e had more provilions than we could 
(i.me Our water and wood having been already 
nk non board, nothing remained but to llrike the 
nts and bring off the things belonging to the ofticers 
d men who were Rationed on fliore; and the Com- 
nldore began to think of quitting the iiland, that he 
minht have fuflicient time for vditmg others in the 
ncilhboiirhood. We therefore removed oii^r obferva- 
Lies and inftruments from the fliore, and bent the 
Ms Several of the failors being very dehrous to Ray 
It Oiaheite, Otoo intereffed himfelf in their behalf, 
and endeavoured to prevail on Captain Cook to grant 
their requcRi but he rejected peremptorily every ap- 
nlication of that kind, though often repeated; nor 
would he fuifer any of the natives to enter on board, 
though many would gladly have accompanied us \i here- 
cver we intended to fail, and that too after they were 
alfured, that w'e never intended to vifit their country 
anymore. Some of the women alfo would have fol¬ 
lowed their Ehoonoas, or Pretanne hufloands, could 
they have been permitted; but our Commander was 
equally averfe to the taking any of the natives away, as 
to the leaving any of our own people behind. He was 
fcnfible, that when once cloyed with enjoyment, they 
vould reciprocally pine for home, to which it would 
not be in their power to return; and that for a little 
prefent gratification, they would rifqne the happinefs 
of the remaining part of their lives. The king, when 
he found he could not obtain his wilhes in this rcfpecf, 
applied to Captain Cook for another favour, which 
was, to allow our carpenters to make him a cheft, or 
prefs, to fecure the treafures he had accumulated in 
prefents: he even begged, that a bed might be placed 
in it, wher? he intended to lleep. This requeft the 
Captain readily granted; and while the workmen were 
employed, in making this uncommon piece of furni¬ 
ture, they were plentifully fupplied with barbiciicd hogs, 
and fuch dainties as the country afforded, and were fo 
carcfullv attended and protcdled, that they did not lofe 
fomuen as a Tingle nail. It was fome of thefe work¬ 
men that Otoo was fo defirous to retain; but they were 
of too much confcquence on board to be parted with, 
had there been no other motive for bringing them away*, 
nor was Otoo much concerned about the departure of 
the rdl. While he was conllant in attending the ope¬ 
rations of our carpenters, Omiah had frequent confer¬ 
ences with him, on the fubjecl of his travels. He aftq- 
nifliedhim more by the relation he gave of the magni¬ 
ficence of the Morais in Pretanne, than by all the won¬ 
ders with which he had before furprized him. When 
he told him that the king’s morai was open to all comers, 
and that the perfons of the deceafed kings were to be 
feenas perfedtro appearance as when in the vigour of 
youth, he feemed to lament, that his dare of exiftence 
'vas to be limited with his life; and that his remains 
'vere to perifli, while his Morai preferved no memorial, 
Ihat be had ever had a being. Omiah endeavoured to 
ioiprefs him with an idea of the magnificence of the 
tombs of the dead that were to be fecn in the morais of 
I’retanne; but having nothing to compare them to, 
he was unable to make himfelf fufficiently underftood; 
ftorwashe more fuccefsful in defefibing the folemn 
^tandeur of the places of public w'orlhip, w here the 
people aifembled every feventh day, and at other dated 
fmics, to offer up their prayers to the good fpirit. Of 
^he fplendor of the theatres he could fpcak more in 
telligibly. When Omiah told OtoO of the magnitude 
the palaces, and houfes, in Pretanne; of their de- 
comtionsand furniture; of the extent of their planra 
No. 60. 


tions; and the multitude of living animals with which 
they were Hocked; he lidenedto him with peculiar at¬ 
tention, as not doubting the truth of his relation; but 
when he attempted to deferibethe roads, and the rapi¬ 
dity with which people travel in carriages, drawn by 
four footed animals, he feemed all amazement: no child 
could ever exprefs greater furprizc at Gulliver’s travel¬ 
ling to the moon on ganzas, than Otoo, when Omiah af- 
fured hinii they could traverfe an extent of ground 
equal to the whole length of the ifland of Ocaheitc, in a 
Tingle day. 

On Sunday the 2 iff, Otoo came on board, toinfoiiTi 
ns, that the war canoes of Matavai, and of three other 
diftrids, were going to join choic belonging to Oparree, 
and that part of the ifland, where there would be a ge¬ 
neral review. The fquadron of Matavai was foon in 
motion, and after parading for fome time about the 
bay, aflemblcd afhore, near the middle of it. C'mtaii].. 
Cook now went in his boat to take a furv.ey of it. What 
they call their war canoes,- w hich are thofe Avith dages 
vvhereon they fight, amount to about in number.; 
and there arc nearly as many more of a fmallcr fize. 
The Captain was ready to have attended them to. 
Oparree; but the chiefs refolved that they would noc 
move till the next day. This happened to be a foitu- 
naredelay; as it afforded him an opportunity of getting 
fome infight into their manner of fighting. He there¬ 
fore dcfired Otoo to give orders, that lome of them 
diould go through the necedary manoeuvres. Accord¬ 
ingly two of them were ordered out into the bay; in one 
of which OcoT, Captain Cook, and Mr. King em¬ 
barked, and Omiaii went onboard the other. As fpoii 
as they had got fuflicient Tea-room, they faced, ad¬ 
vanced, and retreated by turns, as quick as their rowers 
could paddle. In the mean time, the warriors on the 
dages flouridied their weapons, and played a variety of 
antic tricks, which could anfwcrno other purpofethan 
that of roufing their paflions, to prepare them for 
the onfet. Otoo dood by the fide of one dage, giving 
the necedary orders when to advance, and when to re¬ 
treat. Great judgment, and a very quick eye feems tpl^e 
requifite in this department, to feize every advantage^ 
and to avoid every di fad vantage. At length the two 
canoes clofcd dage to dage; and after a fevere, though 
diort conflid, all the troops on Otoo’s dage were fup- 
pofed to be killed, and Omiah and his aflbeiatea 
boarded them; when indantly Otoo, and the paddlers in 
his canoe, leaped into the Tea, as if reduced to the ne- 
ceflicy of preferving their lives by fwimming. Butj 
according to Omiah’s reprefentation, their naval en- 
^gements are not always conduded in this manner; 
for they fometimes ladi the two veflels together head to 
head, and fight rill all the warriors on one fide or the 
other are killed ; yet this clofe combat is never prac- 
tifed, except when the contending parties are deter¬ 
mined to conquer, or die. Indeed, in this indance, 
one or the other mud infallibly happen; for they never 
give quarter, unlefs it be to referve their prifoners for a 
more cruel death the day following. All the power 
and drength of the Society Iflands lie folely in their 
navies. A general engagement on land w^e never heard 
of; and all their decifive adibns arc on the water. 
When the time and place of battle are fixed by both 
parties, the preceding day and night are fpent in fead- 
ingand diverfions. When the day dawns, they launch 
the canoes, make every nccelTary preparation, and with 
the day begin the battle; the fate of which, in general, 
decides the difpute. The vanquidied endeavour to favc 
thcmfelvcs by a precipitate flight; and thofe who reach 
thcdiore fly, with their friends, to the mountains; for 
the Vidors, before their fury abates, fpare neither the 
aged, women, nor children. They alTemble the next 
day, at the Morai, to return thanks to the Eatooa for the 
vidory, and offer there the flain and the prifoners, as 
Gcrificcs. A treaty is then fet on foot; and the con¬ 
querors obtain ufually their own terms; whereby large 
didrids of land, and even whole iflands, fometimes 
chancre their proprietors and maders. Omiah faid he 
‘ once taken prifoner by the men of Bolabola, and 
^ I conduded 
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conduced to that tfland, wherd he, and many others 
would have fuffered death the next day, had they not 
been fortunate enough to cfcape in the night. 

When the Ynock-fight was conckidcd, t)miah put on 
his 111 it of armour, mounted a flage in one of the ca¬ 
noes, artd, thus equipped, was paddled all along rlie 
Iliore of the bay, that every one might have a perfed 
view of him. His coat of mail, however, did not en¬ 
gage the attention of the multitude ill much as was ex- 
pe^ed; the novelty being in a great degree loft upon 
fome of them, w'ho had fecn it before ; and there were 
Others, who had conceived fuch a diftike to Omiali 
from his folly and imprudence at this place, that they 
would hardly look at any thing that w^as exhibited by 
him, howevet* firtgular and new. This day notice had 
been given to Otoo Of our intentions to fail with the 
firft fair wind ; in confcquence of which on the 22nd, 
in themorning, he came on board, dcfiri.ng to know 
w'hen we propofed to depart, and, at the fame time ex- 
prclfcd great concern at our fiidden rcfolution-. He 
brought with him hogs, fruit, and other valuable pro¬ 
ductions of the ifland. No people on earth could ex- 
prefs their gratitude with more feeming fiiicerity and 
cordiality, than the king and his chiefs, for theprefents 
they had received, nor were our commander and offi¬ 
cers wanting in fuitable returns. The Captain having 
heart! of there being a good harbour at Eimeo, had in¬ 
formed Otoo and his party, that he would vifit that 
ifland in his pafTage to Huaheine; and they propofed 
now^ to accornpany him, and that their fleet lliould fail, 
at the fame time, to reinforce Towha. Being ready to 
take our departure, the Captain fubmitted to them the 
appointment of the day. The Wednefday following 
was fixed upon, when he was to receive on board Otoo, 
his father, mother, and the whole family. Thefc points 
fettled. Captain Cook propofed fettingout immediately 
for Oparree, w^here all the fleet was to aflemble this 
day, in order to be reviewed. But as he was getting 
into his boat, news arrived, that a treaty had been con¬ 
cluded between Towha and Maheine, and that Towha's 
fleet had returned to Attahooroo. From this unex- 
pc( 5 lcd event, the war canoes, inftead of rendezvoufing 
at Oppree, were ordered to their refpedivc diftriefts. 
Captain Cook, however, followed Otoo to Oparree, 
accompanied by Mr. King and Omiah. Soon after 
their arrival, a meflenger from Eimeo made knowm the 
conditions of the peace, or rather truce, it being only 
for a limited time. The terms being difadvantageous 
to Otaheite, Otoo was cenfured feverely, whofe delay, 
it was faid, in fending reinforcements, had obliged 
Towha to fubmit to a difgraceful accommodation. It 
was, at the fame time, currently reported, that Towha, 
refenting the treatment he had received, had declared, 
that immediately after our departure, he would join 
his forces to thofe of Tiaraboo, aqd attack Otoo. This 
called upon the Captain to declare, that he was deter¬ 
mined to cfpoufe the intereft of his friend; and that 
whoever prefumed to attack him, by any combination 
of parties, fliould experience the weight of his difplea- 
furc, when he returned to that ifland. This declara¬ 
tion, probably, had the defircd eftedl; for, if Towha 
did entertain any fuch hoftilc intention at firft, we heard 
no more of the report. Whappai, the father of Otoo, 
highly difapproyed of the peace, and cenfured Towha 
for concluding it. This old chief wifely confidered, 
that Captain Cook’s going with them to Eimeo, might 
have been of fingular fervice to their caufc, though he 
Ihould not take an aeftive part in the quarrel. He there¬ 
fore concluded, that Otoo had aded prudently in waiting 
for the Captain, though itprevented his giving that early 
alTiftancc to Towha which he expeded. While we 
were difeourfing on this fubjed, a meflenger arrived 
from Towha, defiring the attendance of Otoo the next 
day, at the morai in Attahooroo, to return thanks to 
the Eatooa for the peace he had concluded. Captain 
Cook’s company was requefted; but, being much out 
of order, chofc to decline attending them. Defirous, 
however, of knowing what ceremony might be exhi¬ 
bited on fuch an occalion, he fent Mr. King and Omiah 
to obfexve the particulars, and returned on board, at¬ 


tended by Oroo’s mother, his three fiO. 
other women. At firft the Capuin imauin 
numerous tram came into his boat in „ i ‘"“"I'is 
palTage to Matavai. But they afthred him * 
tended paffing the night on board for thl ’ 

curingthcdiforderhecomplainedof. whirfo““''P'* 
matic pain, extending from the hip'to thr 
accepted the friendly ofler, had abed ' . ''' 

them upon the cabin floor, and fubmitt>HT'^'r 
their diredions. He tvas'firft Sid to 

among them; when all thofe who could mr ni! 't''" 
began to fqueexe him with both hands all Tver'h‘ 
body, but more particularly on the parts comll 
of, till they made his bones crack, anS his flelh 
almoft a mummy. In Ihort, after fulforing this S 
dlfciplinc, about a quarter of an hour, hewa^hor! 
getaway fronyhem. The operation, howe^e'fei: 
immediate reli^ef and encouraged him to ui&cio ? 
repetition of the fame difciplinc. before he retired m 
bed; and it was fo effedual, that he found himfelf 
pretty cafy the whole night after. His female phvfi 
cians very obligingly repeated their preferiptioa the 
next morning, before they left him, and apam in the 
evening, when they returned; after which the cure be 
ing perfeded, they took their leave of the Captain the 
following morning. This is called by the natives ro- 
mec, an operation far exceeding that of the fiefii-bruOi 
or any external fridion. It is univerfally practiced 
among thefc iflandcrs. Captain Wallis, and his firft 
Lieutenant, had the fame operation performed upon 
them. If at any time, a perfon appears languid and tired, 
and fits down by any of them, they praCbcc thcroince 
upon his legs, and italw'ays has an exceedinggood effect 
On Thurfday the 25th, Otoo, Mr. King, and Omiah, 
returned from Attahooroo; and Mr. King favoured us 
with a narrative of what he had feen to the following 
purport. “ At fun-fet, we embarked in a canoe, anef 
left Oparree. About nine o’clock, we landed at that 
extremity of Tettaha, w’hich joins to Attahooroo. 
The meeting of Otoo and Towha, I expeiftcd would be 
interefting. Otoo, and his attendants, fcated them- 
ftlves on the beach, near the canoe in which Towha 
fat. He was then afleep; but being awakened, and 
Otoo’s name mentioned to him, a plantain tree and dog 
were immediately laid at Otoo’s feet; and feveral ot‘ 
Towha's people came and converfed with him. After 
I had been, for fome time, feared clofe to Otoo, Towha 
neither ftirring from his canoe, nor faying any thing to 
us, I repaired to him. He afked me, if Toote was 
difplcafed with him? I anfwered no; that he was his 
taio; and that I was ordered to repair to Attahooroo, to 
let him know it. Omiah then entered into a longcon- 
verfation with this chief, but I could not gather any 
infonnation from him. On my returning to Otoo, 
he dcllred that I would go to eat, and then to deep; in 
confcquence of which Omiah and I left him. On my 
queftioning Omiah on that head, he faid, Towha was 
lame, and therefore could not ftir; but that he and Otoo 
would foon converfe in private. This was probably 
true; for thofe we left wdth Otoo came to us in a little 
time; and about ten minutes after, Otoo himfelf^' 
rived, when we all went to fleep in his canoe, r 
next morning the ava was in great plenty. One mao 
drank to fuch cxcefs that he loft his fenfes, and ap- 
]3eared to be convulfcd. He was held by two men, 0 
Dufied themfelyes in plucking off his hair by the roob. 

I left this fpeiftacle to fee a more alfccTing one; it 
the meeting of Towha and his wife, with a young * 
who was faid to be his daughter. After the J 

of cutting their heads, and difeharging plenty ^ 
and tears, they w^aflicd, embraced the chief, an a 
peared perfcdily unconcerned. But the y 
futferings w'cre not yet concluded, Terridiri ^ 
fon) arrived; and file, with great compofurc, 
thofe ceremonies to him, which flie J^ JL),; 
formed on meeting her father. Towha having 
in a war canoe from Eimeo, I inquired if he na 
the people belonging to her, and was informc , 
there was not a Angle perfon in her when flie 
tured^ About ten o'clock wc left Tettaha, and 
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r to the Morai of Attahooroo, early in the after- 
^ Three canoes lay hauled upon the beach, op- 
the Morai, having three hogs in each. We 
the folcmnity would have been performed the 
afternoon; birt nothing was done, as neither 
T vrha nor Potatou had joined us. A chief came 
f m Eimeo with a fmall pig, and a plantain tree, which 
h olaceci at Otoo's feet. They converfed fome time 
^^crether, and the Eimeo chief often repeating the words 
warry, falfc,” Otoo was probably relating to 
h’Ti what heliad heard, and the other contradicfled it. 

The next day, Towha and Potatou, with feven or eight 
j e canoes, arrived, and landed near the Morai. Se¬ 
veral plantain trees were brought to Otoo, on behalf of 
different chiefs. Towha remained in his canoe. The 
ceremony commenced, by the principal pried bring¬ 
ing out the Marp, wrapped up, and a bundle of a conic 
lhape. Thefe were placed at the head of what I fup- 
of^ to be a grave. Then three priefts fat down at 
the other end of the grave; having with them a plan¬ 
tain tree, a branch of fome other kind of tree, and the 
Hieath of the flower of the cocoa-nut. The prieds fe- 
parately repeated fentences; and, at intervals, two, foine- 
ames three, chanted a melancholy lay, very little at¬ 
tended to by the natives. This kind of recitative.con- 
linued near an hour. Then, after a diort prayer, the. 
chief pried uncovered the maro, and Otoo rofe up, 
wrapping it about him, and holdingin his hand a bonnet, 
compofed^f the red feathers of the tropic bird, mixed 
with other blackifh feather's. He dood oppplite the 
three prieds, who continued their prayers for about ten 
minutes ; when a man rifing fuddenly from.the crowd, 
laid fpmething’Ending w'ith heiva! and the people echo¬ 
ed back' to him three times Earce! The company 
then repaired to the oppofite fide of alargepilcoffiones, 
where is the king's morai; which is not much uni i ke a large 
grave. Here the fame ceremony w'as again performed, 
and ended yfkh three cheers. The maro was now 
wrapped up, and ornamented by the addition of a fmall 
piece of red feathers. The people proceeded to a large 
hut, near the Morai, where they feated themfelvcs in 
folemn order. An oration was made by a man of Ti- 
araboo, which ended in about ten minutes. He was 
followed by another of Attahooroo: Potatou fpoke 
next, arid with much more fluency and grace than any 
of them. Tooteo, Otoo's orator exhibited after him, 
and then a man from Eirneo. Some other fpceches 
were made, but not attended to. Qmiah faid, that the 
fubftance of .their fpeeches recommended friendfiiip, 
and not fighting; but as many of the fpeakers ex- 
prefled thcmfelves with great w'armth, there were, per¬ 
haps, fome recriminations, and .protefiations of their 
future good intentions. In the midft of their haran¬ 
gues, a man of Attahooroo rofe up, having a fling faf- 
tened to his waifi, and a large flone upon his fliouldcr. 
After parading for about fifteen minutes in the open 
fpace, and chanting a few fhort fentences, he threw’ the 
ftone down, Thisfione, together with a plantain tree 
that lay at Otoo's feet, were, at the conclufion of the 
fpeeches, carried to the Morai, one of the priefis, and 
Otoo ^yith him, faying fomething on the occafion. 
Returning to Oparree, the fea breeze having fet in, we 
^ere obliged to land, and had a pleafant walk from 
Tettaha to Oparree. A tree, with two large bundles 
of dried leaves fufpended upon it, pointed out the 
TOundary of the two diftrids. We were accompanied 
oy the man who had performed the ceremony of the 
fione and fling. With him Otoo’s father held a long 
converfation, and appeared extremely angiy. He was 
enraged, as 1 underfiood, at the part which Towha 
had taken in the Eimeo bufinefs." 

1 j ^ '^bat can be judged of this folemnity, as rc- 
^ted from Mr. King, it had not been only a thankf- 
giving, as Omiah told us, but rather a confirmation of 
^nc treaty. The grave, mentioned by Mr. King, ap¬ 
pears to be the very fpot where the celebration of the 
when the human facrifice was offered, at 
, . Captain Cook was prefent, and before which 

i ^ It is here alfo that they firfi I 

cheir kings with the Maro. Omiah, who had jj 
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Icen the ceremony whep Otoo was made king, de- 
feribed the whole folemnity when wc were here; 
which is nearly the fame as that now^Telated by Mr. 
King, though perhaps upon a very different occafion. 
The plantain-tree is always the firfi thing introduced 
in all their religious ceremonies, as well as in all their 
public and private debates, and probably on many 
other occafions. While Towha was at Eimeo, he fent 
one or more meflengers to Otoo every day. Every 
meffenger, at all times, carried a young plantain-tree 
in his hand, which he laid at the feet of Otoo before 
he mentioned his errand, after which he feated him- 
felf before him and related particulars. When two 
men are in fuch high difpute that blows arc expeifted 
to enfue, if one fliould lay a plantain-tree before the 
other, they both become cool, and proceed in the ar¬ 
gument without further animofity. It is indeed the 
olive branch of thefe people upon all occafions. 

On Friday, the 26th, all the women were ordered to 
be put on fiiore; a talk not eafily effe£led, moft of 
them being very unwilling to dqjart: nor was it of 
much confequcnce, as they found means to follow us 
afterwards to Huahcinc, Ulietea, and the other Society 
Iflcs ; nor did they leave us till cur final departure to 
our northern difcoverics, never more to return. Our 
friends knowing, by this, we were upon the point of 
failing, they all paid us a vifit, and brought more hogs 
than we wanted ; for wc had fuffieient for our prefent 
ufe, and had no fait left to preferve any. On the 27th,. 
Captain Cook accompanied Otoo to Oparree; and 
before he left it, took a furvey of the cattle and poultry 
which he had conligrted to his friend’s care. Every 
thing was in a promifing way, and properly attended 
to. Two of the geefe, and two of the ducks were 
fitting; but the pea-hen and turkey-hen had neither 
of them began to lay. He took four goats from Otoo, 
two of which he intended to leave at Ulietea, and to 
referve two for the ufe of any other iflands he might 
touch at in his pafiage to the north. On the 28th, 
Otoo came on board, and informed Captain Cook 
that he had got a canoe, which he defired he would 
take with him as a prefent from the Earee of Otaheitc 
to the Eareerahie no Pretanne. The Captain was 
highly pleafed with Otoo for this mark of his gratitude. 
At firfi, the Captain fuppofed it to have been a model 
of one of their veficis of war, but it proved to be a fmall 
Tvahah, about 16 feet long. It was double, and pro¬ 
bably had been built for the purpofe, and was deco¬ 
rated with, carved work, like their canoes in general. 
It being too large to take on board, the Captain could 
only thank him for his good intention, but the king 
would have been much better pleafed if his prefent 
could have been accepted. The following circum- 
fiance, concci^ning Otoo, will fiiew that the people of 
this ifland are capable of much addrefs and art to ac-r 
complifh their purpofes. Among other things which 
the Captain had at different times given to this chief, 
was a fpying-glafs^. having been two or three days 
pofielTcd of it, he perhaps grew tired of his glafs, or 
difeovered that it could not be'of any ufe to him; he 
therefore carried it privately to Captain Clerkc, telling 
him, that he had got a prefent for him, in return for 
his friendfiiip, which he fuppofed would be agreeable: 
“ but (fays Otoo) Toote mu ft not be informed of 
this, becaufe he wanted it, and I refufed to let him 
have it.” Accordingly, he put the glafs into Captain 
Gierke's hands, afiuring him, at the fame time, that he 
came honefily by it. Captain Clerke, at firfi, wifiied 
to be cxcufed from accepting it; but Otoo infifted 
that he fhould, and left it with him. A few days after, 
he reminded Captain Clerke of the glafs ; who, though 
he did not wifli to have it, was yet defirous of obliging 
Otoo; and thinking a few axes would be moft accep¬ 
table, produced four, and offered them in exchange. 
Otoo immediately exclaimed, “ Toote offered me five 
for it.” Well, fays Captain Clerke, if that be the 
cafe, you fhall not be a lofer by your friendfiiip for 
me; there are fix axes for you. He readily accepted 
them, but again defired that Captain Cooke might not 
be made acquainted with the tranra(fiion. 
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By calms, and gentle breezes from the weft, we 
were detained here fome time longer than we cx- 
pe(ftcd, during which the ftiips were crowded with our 
iViends, and furrounded with canoes, for none of them 
would quit the place till we departed. At length, on 
Monday the 29th, at three o’clock P. M. the wind 
came at eaft, and we weighed anchor. When the Re- 
folution and Difeovery were under fail, to oblige Otoo, 
and to gratify the curiofity of his people, wc fired 
fcveral guns; after which all our friends, except his 
majefty, and two or three more, took leave of us with 
fuch lively marks of forrow and alfeSion, as fufliciently 
teftified how much they regretted our departure. 
Otoo being defirous of feeing the Refolution fail, ftic 
made a ftretch out to fea, and then in again immedi¬ 
ately, when the king took his la ft farewell, and went 
alhore in his canoe. It was ftridlly enjoined to the 
Captain by Otoo, to requeft, in his name, the Earee- 
rahie no Pretanne, to fend him by the next ftiip fome 
red feathers, and the birds which produce them, alfo 
axes, half a dozen mulkcts, powder and fliot, and by 
no means to forget hbrfes. When thefe people make 
us a prefent, it is cuftomaiy for them to let us know 
what they exped in return; and wc find it convenient 
to gratify them, by which means our prefents come 
dearer to us than what w'e obtain by barter. But being 
fometimes prefled by occafional fcarcity, wc could have 
recourfe to our friends for a fupply, as a prefent, when 
we could not get it by any other method. Upon the 
whole, therefore, this way of traffic was full as advan¬ 
tageous to us as to the natives. In general, we paid 
for each lot or feparate article as we received them, 
except in our intercourfc with Otoo. His prefents 
were fo numerous, that no account was kept between 
him and the Captain. Whatever this chief dcfircd, if 
it could be fpared, was never denied him, and the 
Captain always found him moderate in his demands. 

If the Captain could have prevailed on Omiah to fix 
his refldence at Otaheite, wc Ihould hot have quitted 
the ifland fo foon as we did; for there was not even a 
probability of our being better fupplied with provifions 
elfcwherc, than we continued to be here, even at the 
time of our leaving it. Befides, fuch a friendffiip and 
confidence fubfifted between us and tlie inhabitants, 
as could hardly be expedted at any other place j and it 
was rather extraordinary, had never once been inters 
rupted or fufpended by any accident or mifunderftand- 
ing, nor had there been a theft committed worthy of 
notice. It is probable, however, that their regularity 
of condudt refulted from their fear of interrupting 
a traffic which might procure them a greater fhare of 
our commodities than they could obtain by plunder or 
pilfering. This point, indeed, was fettled, in fome 
degree, at the firft interview with their chiefs, after our 
arrival; for the Commodore declared then to the 
natives, in die moft: deciflve terms, that he would not 
fufter them to rob us, as they had formerly done. 
Omiah was Angularly ufeful in this bufinefs, being in- 
ftrufted by the Captain to point out to them the happy 
confequences of their honeft condudl, and the &tal 
mifehiefs that muft attend a deviation from it. But 
the chiefs have it not always in their power to prevent 
thefts; they are often robbed themlclves; and com¬ 
plain of it as the worft of evils. The moft valuable 
things that Otoo received from us, were left in the 
Captain’s pofleflion till the day before wc failed^ the 
king declaring that they could be no where fo fafe. 
i’rom the acquifltion of new riches, the inducements 
to pilfering muft certainly have increafed, and the 
chiefs arc fenfibleof this, from their being fo extremely 
defirous of having chefts. The few that the Spaniards 
left among, them are highly prized ; and tfley arc con¬ 
tinually aiJiing us for Tome. We have already men¬ 
tioned one having been made for Otoo, at his requeft, 
the dimenfions of which were eight feet in length, 
five in breadth, and about three in depth. Locks and 
bolts are not confidcred as a fulficient fecurity, but it 
muft be large enough for two people to fleep upon, 
and confequcntly guard it in the night. , * ' 

It may appear extraordinary, that we could not get ' 


any diftind account of the time when rt, 7"^^ 
arrived, the time they ftaid, and whb 
The more wc made enq.iiry into this rua 
we were convinced of the incaDihiliV, 
thefe people to remember, calculate V L?! 
when pad events happened, efpeckllv if fo/nV'"’'* 
period than eighteen or twenty months t, ? 
appeared, from the infeription upon the crnf. ' T;''' 

nh ?<■ n^ives, tLt tw<J (liips 

Oheitcpcha Bay, in 1774., not lono- r 
left Matavai, which Was in May The 
live flock they left here coufiiled of Sn 
goats hogs, and dogs, and the male of another aninl^f 
which we were afterwards informed was a ’ 

time at Bolabola. The hogs, being large, ha^eatad" 

"!foriginally fbundbyusS 
^e ifiand; and, on our arrival, were very numpr 
Goats are alfo in plenty, there being hTrlTS 
without them. The dogs that the Spaniards put 
are of two or three forts; had they all been \iinZ 
inftead of being left upon the ifland, it would S 
been better for the natives, A young ram we had fdl 
a vicftirn to one of thefe animals. Four Spaniards 
remamed on fliore when their fliips left the ifland two 
of whom were priefts, one a fervant, and the ithcr 
was rnueh carefled among the natives, who diftinmii(h‘ 
him by the name of Mateema. He feems to have fo' 
far ftudied their language, as to have been able to 
ipeak It; and to have been indefatigable in imprefc 
in the minds of the Otaheiteans exalted ideas of the 
greatnefs of the Spanifli nation, and inducinof them 
to think meanly of that of the Englifli. He e*vcn af- 
fured them, that we no longer cxifted as an indepen- 
dent nation; that Pretanne was but a fmall ifland, 
Which they had entirely deftroyed; and as to Captain 
Cook, they had met with hiip at fea, and with a few 
fhpt had fent his fhip, and every foul in her, to the 
bqtforn,' fo that his vifiting Otaheite was, of courfc, at 
this time, very unexpected. Many other improba¬ 
bilities were propagated by this Spaniard, and believed 
by the inhabitants; but Captain Cook’s returning to 
Otaheite was confldered'as a complete refutation of all 
that Mateema had advanced. With what views the 
priefts remained cannot eafily be conceive. If it was 
their intention to convert the natives to the catholic, 
faith, they certainly have riot fucceedc’d in ^ Angle in- 
ftance. It does not appear, indeed, that they ever 
attempted it; for the natives fay, they never converfed 
with them, cither on this or any other fubjetft. The 
priefts relided the whole time at Oheitepeha; but Ma¬ 
teema roved about continually, viflting many parts of 
the ifland. After he and hfs companions had ftaid ten 
months, two ftiips arriving at Otaheite took them 
aboard, and failed in five days. Whatever defignthc 
Spaniards might have had upon this ifland, their hafty 
departure jfhews they have now laid it afide. They 
endeavoured tp make the natives believe, that they in¬ 
tended to return, and would bring with them houfes, 
all kinds of animals, and men and women who were to 
fettle on the ifland. Otoo, when he mentioned this to 
Captain Cook, added, that if the Spaniards fhould 
return, hc would not permit them to enter Matav'ai 
fort, w hich, he faid, wms ours. The idea pleafed him r 
but he did not conlider that an attempt to complete it 
would deprive hirri of hrs kingdom, and his people 0* 
their liberty. Though this flicws how eafily a 
ment might be effected at Otaheite, it is hoped that 
fuch an event might never take place. Our occafiona 
yifits may have been of fcrvice to its inhabitants, but 
(confidcring how moft European eftablilhmcnts among 
Indian nations arc conducted) a permanent ” 

at this ifland would, probably, give thcmjuftcau c 
lament that our Ihips had ever difcovered it. lo ee^ 1, 
a meafurc of this kind can hardly ever be Jr 
thought of, as it can neither anfwcr the purpoies 
public ambition, nor of private avarice. . ^ 

Wc have already obferyed, that Captain 
received a viflt from onie.'of the tw'O natives 0 
ifland who had been taken to Lima by the S^m 
It is fomewhae remarkable that vve never 
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-- ^ Specially as the Captain received him 

’*^"r'!nrnmmon civility. It was fuppofcd that Omiah, 
ffi motives of jcaloufy, had kept him from the 
oln he being a traveller, who, in fome degree, 
•*’ht vie with himfelf. Our touching at Teneriffe was 
”’i'rkv circumftance for Omiah, who prided himfelf in 
t viii vifited a place belonging to Spain, as well 
this man. Captain Clerkc, who had fecn the other 
vcller Tpokc of him as a low fellow, a little out ol 
fenfes; and his own countrymen entertained the 
C me opinion of him. In Hiort, thofe two adventurers 
fr^cd to be held in little or no eftcem. They had not 
jlcn fo fortunate, it is true, as to return home with 
^ch valuable property as had been beftowed upon 
Omiah vvhofe advantages are fo great from having 
been at'England, that if he Ihould fink into his original 
ibte of indolence, he has only himfelf to blame for it; 
and we arc inclined to think this will be the confe- 
uence of his indifereet behaviour. Some time before, 
the Captain, his unchangeable friend and patron, had 
OTiadc up a fuit of colours for him, but he confidered 
them as too valuable to be ufed at this time, and 
therefore patched up a parcel of flags and pendants, to 
the number of ten or a dozen, which he fpread on dif¬ 
ferent parts of his canoe. This, as might be expeded, 
drew a great number of people to look at her. He had 
completely ftocked himfelf with cloth and cocoa-nut 
oil, which are better and more plentiful at Otaheite 
than at any of the Society Ifles, infomiich, that they 
are confidered as articles of trade. Omiah would not 
have behaved fo inconfiftently, as he did in many in- 
ftances, had it not been for his filler and brother-in- 
law, who, together with a few fclecl cornpanions, 
engroffed him to themfelves, in order toftriphiniof 
every article he polfelTed: and they would certainly 
have fucceeded, if Captain Cook had not taken the 
molt ufcful articles oi his property into his polfelTion. 
However, Omiah would not have been faved from 
ruin, if the Captain had permitted thefc relations and 
friends of his to have accompanied him to his intended 
place of fettlemcnt at Huaheinc. This, indeed, was 
their intention, but our Commodore difappointed their 
farther views of plunder, by forbidding them to appear 
at Huaheine, while he continued at the Society Illands, 
and they knew him well enough not to comply. 

On Tuefday, the 30th, having failed from Otaheite, 
we continued our courfc under doubled reefed top- 
fails, and Hood for the north end of the ifland of 
Eimeo. Omiah, in his canoe, arrived there before us, 
and endeavoured, by taking fome necelfary mcafures, 
to flievv us the befb anchoring place. We w’crc not, 
how'cver, without pilots, having feveral natives of 
Otaheite on board, and among them not a few women. 
Unwilling to rely wholly on thefc guides, two boats 
were fent to examine the harbour, w'hen, obferying the 
fignal made for fafe anchorage, we Hood in with both 
the Ihips clofe up to the head of the inlet, where we 
cad anchor in ten fathoms water, over a bottom of fofc 
mud, and moored with a hawfer fall to the fhore. "I he 
name of this harbour is I'aloo. It Is fituatcd on the 
north fide of the ifland, and in the dillricH of Oboo- 
nohoo, or Poonohoo, and runs above tw'O miles between 
the hills, S. or S. by E. It is not inferior to any har¬ 
bour that we have met with in this ocean, both for fe- 
curity and goodnefs of bottom. It has alfo this lingu¬ 
lar advantage, that a fliip can fail in and out with the 
reigning trading wind. Several rivers fall into it, 
one ot which is fo confiderable, as to admit boats a 
quarter of a mile up, where the water is perfectly frefh. 
^be banks, on the Tides of this ftream, arc covered 
with what the natives call the Pooroo-tree, on which 
they fet no value, as it ferves only for firing: fo th^at 
^'ood and water may be procured here with great fa¬ 
cility. The harbour of J^arowroah, on the fame lide of 
^he ifland, is about two miles to the callward, and is 
fouch larger within than that of Taloo ; but the open¬ 
ing in the reef lies to leeward of the harbour, and is 
oonfiderably narrower. 1 here arc two or three more 
harbours on the fouth fide of the ifland, but they are 
^ot fo confiderable as thofe we have akcady mentioned. 
^0.61. 


W e were received by the natives of Eimeo with every 
mark of hofpitality, great numbers of whom came 
aboard the fliips, but from mere motives of curiolity, 
for they brought nothing with them for thepurpofes of 
barter. 

On Wednefday the iH of Odlobcr, our live Hock 
was landed,our carpenters fent out to cut w'ood, and 
our purveyors to colledl hogs. Plerc we found Omiah^ 
who, on his arrival, had been diverting himfelf and 
the natives with his feats of arms, and had raifed their 
curiolity to a very high degree, by acquainting them 
with our intention of paying them a vifit, as no Euro¬ 
pean fliip had ever anchored at their ifland before. 
The next day, being the 2nd, feveral canoes arrived, 
from dillant parts, bringing with them a copious fup- 
ply of bread-fruit, cocoa nuts, and a few hogs, which 
were exchanged for beads, nails, and hatchets; red fea¬ 
thers being not fo much demanded here as at Otaheite. 
This day, in the morning, Captain Cook received a 
vific from Mahcinc, the chief of the ifland. He ap¬ 
proached the fliip with as great caution and delibera¬ 
tion, as if he apprehended mifehief from us, knowing 
us to be friends of the Otaheiteans; for thefe people 
have no idea that we can be in friendfliip with any 
one, without adopting his caufe againll his enemies. 
This chief was accompanied by his wife, who, w^e are 
told, is filter to Oamo, of Otaheite, whofc death w’e 
heard of while wc remained at this ifland. Cap¬ 
tain Cook made them prefents of fuch articles as 
feemed molt to flrike their fancy; and after flaying 
about half an hour, they went on Ihorcfoon after they 
returned with a large hog, prefenting it as a return for 
the Captain’s favour; but he made them an additional 
gift to the full value of it; after which they went on 
board the Difeovery to vifit Captain Clerke. Maheine, 
fupported wfith a few' adherents, has made himfelf, in 
fome degree,, independent of Otaheite. He is betw'een 
forty and fifty years of age, and is bald-headed, a cir- 
cumltance rather uncommon, in thefe illands, at that 
age. He feemed afliamcd of fliowing his head, and 
wore a kind of turban to conceal it. Whether they 
confidered this deficiency of hair difgraceful, or w'he- 
thcr they fuppofcd we confidered it in that light, is not 
eafyto determine; the latter, however, appears the 
molt pfobablc, from the circumftance of their having 
feen us ftiave the head of one of the natives, whom we 
detedted Healing. They naturally concluded, there¬ 
fore, that this was a kind of punilhment inflidled by us 
upon all thieves; and fome of our gentlemen, whofe 
heads were but thinly covered with hair, were violently 
fufpcdled by them of being tetos. Towards the even¬ 
ing, Captain Cook and Omiah mounted on horfeback, 
and rode along the fliore. Omiah having forbid the 
natives to follow us, our train was not very numerous; 
the fear of giving offence having got the better of their 
curiofity. The fleet of Towha had been ftationed in 
this harbour, and though the war was but of ftiort du¬ 
ration, the marks of its devaftation were very numerous 
and eveiy where confpicuous. The trees had loft all 
their fruit, and the houfes in the neighbourhood had 
been burnt, or otherwife deftroyed. 

On Monday the 6th, we hauled thelhip off into the 
flream, intending to put to fea the next day, but the 
following difagrceable incident prevented it. We had, 
in the morning, fent our goats alhore to graze; and, in 
the evening, the natives contrived to Heal one of them, 
notwithflanding two men had been appointed to look 
after them. This was a confiderable lofs, as it inter¬ 
fered with the Captain’s views of Hocking other illands 
with thofe animals: he, therefore, W'as determined, if 
polfible, to recover it. On the 7th, w'e received intel¬ 
ligence, that it had been conveyed to Maheine, w'ho 
w^s, at that time, at Parowroah harbour. Two elderly 
men offered their ferviccs to condud: any of our people 
to him, in order to bring back the goat. The Captain, 
therefore, difpatchcd fome of our people in a boat, 
charged with a meffage to that chief, and infilled on 
both the goat and the thief being immediately given up, 
Maheine had, only the day before, requefted the Com¬ 
modore to give him two goats; but, as there w'erc none 
6 K of 
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of thefc animals at feme other iflands, he refufed to 
gratify him. Willing, however, to oblige him in this 
particular, he defired an Otaheite chief, then prefent, 
to requeft of Ocoo, in his namc> to convey two goats to 
Maheine, and to enfure his compliance, fent him, by 
the fame chief, a quantity of red feathers, equal in 
Value to the two goats that were required. l*he Com¬ 
modore expected that Maheine, and >311 the other 
chiefs of theifland, would have been perfectly fatisfied 
with this arrangement; but he was miltakcn, as the 
event clearly proves. Little fufpeding that any one 
would prefume to (leal a fecond, while the necelfary 
mcafures w’ere taken to recover the firft, the goats were 
again put afhore this morning; and a boat, as ufual, 
was fent for them in the evening. While our people 
were getting them into the boat, one was conveyed 
away undifeovered. As it was milfed immediately, we 
expedted to recover it without much trouble, as it could 
not have been carried to any confiderable diflance. 
Several of the natives fet out after it, different ways; 
for they all endeavoured to perfuade us, that it mult 
have ftrayed into the woods; not one of them admit¬ 
ting that it w-as flolen. We were, however, convinced of 
the contrary, when we found not one of the purfuers re¬ 
turned : their intention being only to amufe us, till 
their prize was fafely depofited; and night coming on 
prevented all farther fearch. At this inffant, the boat 
returned with the other goat, and one of the perfons 
who had purloined it. The next morning being Wed- 
nefday the 8th, moft of the natives w'ere moved off. 
They had carried with them acorpfe that lay on a too- 
papoo, oppofite the fliip; and Maheine, we were in¬ 
formed, had retired, to the remotefl: part of the ifland. 
It now plainly appeared, that a regular plan had been 
projetSed to fleal what the Commodore had refufed to 
give; and that, having reftored one, they were deter¬ 
mined not to part with the other, which was a female, 
and with kid; and the Commodore was equally rc- 
folved to have it back again: he, therefore, applied to 
Che two elderly men, who had been inftrumental in re¬ 
covering the firlV, who informed him that this had been 
taken to a place on the fouth fide of the ifland, called 
Watea, by Hamoa, who was the chief of that diftridj 
but tfiat it would be delivered up, if we fent and de¬ 
manded it. They fliewed a willingnefs to condudl 
fome of our people to the fpot; but finding that a boat 
might go and return in one day, one was immediately 
difpatched with two of our officers, Mr. Roberts, and 
Mr. Shuttleworth; one to remain with the boat, if flie 
could not get to the place, while the other went with 
the guides, accompanied by fome of our people. The 
boat returned in the evening, when we were informed 
by the officers, that, after proceeding in the boat as far 
as rocks and fhoals would permit, Mr. Shuttleworth 
landed; and, attended with two marines, and one of 
the guides, went to the houfc of Hamoa, at Watea, 
where, for fome time, they were amufed by the natives, 
who pretended they had fent for the goat, and that it 
would foon be produced. But as it did not arrive, and 
night approaching, Mr. Shuttleworth refolved to give 
oyer the fruitlefs fearch, and return to his boat. Cap¬ 
tain Cook now lamented that he had proceeded fo far 
in the bufinefs, feeing he could not retreat with credit, 
nor without giving encouragement to other iflanders to 
rob us with impunity. Upon confulting with Omiah, 
and the two old men, they advifed us, without hefita- 
tion, to advance up the country with a party of men, 
and (hoot every perfon they fhould meet with. The 
Captain did not ajpprovc of the bloody part of this 
counfcl; nevcrthelcfs, early the next morning, being 
the 9th, he fet out with thirty-five of our people, ac¬ 
companied by Omiah, one of the old men, and three 
attendants. Lieutenant Williamfon was alfo ordered 
round the weftem part of the ifiand, with three armed 
boats, to meet us. We had no fooner landed, than 
the few remaining natives fled before us. The firfl 
perfon we met with on ou*- march, was in a kind ofpe- 
rilous fituation; for Omiah, the infiant he beheld him, 
iifked Captain Cook if he Ihould fiioot him; fo fully 
was he perfuaded, that the advice given us was imme- 


y ...cvv v.AL'Lucion; but r 

gave orders both to him and our guide toVr * . 
known, that it was not our intention to deft ^ 
native Thefc joyful tidings foon circular 

vented the flight of the inhabitants 
ridge of hills, on our road to Watea we 
that the goat had been carried the fimic « 
hardly have palfcd the hills: we therefr-- ’ 

ir^ rrf^n ^ ^ 


■k)re marched 


up 


in great lilencc, expeding to furprize the n, . . 

were bearing off the prize; but. when we a® '!” 
the uppermoft plantation, we were told that Vk ‘ 
mal we were in fearch of. had, indeed, been keot t^'' 
the firft night, but, the next morning was convf a ' 
Watea. We made no further cnqu’irv till w r 
within fight of Watea, where we were diredL to S' 
moa s hoiife by fome people, who alfo informed us that 
the goat was there. We fully expedied to obtain i on 
ourarrival; but. having reached the houfc. the n onl" 

there denied that they had ever fecn it, or kner an 
t^hing about it. Hamoa hifflfelf appeared, and expreS 
Hmfelf to the fame effea. On our firft comL to 
W atea, fevera men were feen, running to and fro in the 
woods, with clubs and darts in theirhands; and Omiah 
who had ran towards them, was alfaultcd with ftoncs* 
hence it appeared, that they intended to oppofe anv 
attempt that wc might be induced to make; but on 
feeing the ftrength of our party, had given up the’dc- 

fign: we were confirmed in this opinion, byobferving 
that all their houfes were empty. After having 
leded a few of the natives together, Omiah was diredted 
to expoftulate with them on the abfurdity of their con- 
dud:, and to let them know, we had received fufficient 
information that the goat was in their polTefiion; and 
that. It it was not without delay delivered up, wc flio’dld 
burn all their houfes and canoes; yet, notwithftanding 
this expofiulation,they perfirted in their denial ofhav^ 
ingany knowledge of it: in confcqucncc of which wc 
fet fire to eight of their houfes, and three war canoes, 
all which were prefcntly confumed. We afterwards 
marched off to join the boats, at that time eight miles 
from US; and, in our rout, burnt fix other war canoes, 
without any oppofition; on the contrary, many of the 
natives affified us, perhaps, more from fear than any 
other motive. Omiah, who was at fome diftance be¬ 
fore us, came back with information, that a number of 
men were aflTemblcd to attack us. We prepared to 
receive them; but, inflead of enemies, they were peti¬ 
tioners, with plantain trees in their hands, which they 
laid down before us, entreating the Commodore to 
fpare a canoe that lay upon the fpot, which he readily 
complied with. About four o’clock, in the afternoon, 
we arrived at Wharraradc, where our boats were wait¬ 
ing for us. This diflricfl belongs to Tiarataboonoue; 
but this chief, together with the other principal people 
of the place, had fled to the hills; though wc made no 
attack on their property, they being in amity with Otoo. 
Here v^ e remained about an hour, in order to reft our- 
fclves, and afterwards fet out for the ffiips, where we ar¬ 
rived at eight o’clock in the evening; but no ridings of 
the goat had, at that time, been received; and, ot courfe 
the operations of the day had been incffedual. 

On Friday the loth, early in the morning, a mef- 
fengcr was fent off to Maheine, charged with this pe¬ 
remptory relblution of the Captain, that if he perlifted 
in his refufal to deliver up the goat, a lingle canoe ftiould 
not be left upon the ifland; and that hoftilidos fhould 
never ccafe, while the fiolen animal remained in his 
poffeffion. That the meffenger might perceive the 
Captain was in earnefi:, he ordered the carpenter, in his 
prefence, to break up three canoes that lay at the hca 
of the harbour; and, by his order, the planks were tak^n 
onboard, to ferve as materials to build a houle 0 
Omiah, at the place where he intended to fix his rei' 
dence. From hence, our Commander, 
tended, went to the next harbour, where he 
eight more canoes, and returned on board about 
in the evening. On his arrival, he was informeu, 
the goat had been returned half an hour 
it appeared from good intelligence, that it 
the very place, where the inhaibitants, the 
4 
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declared they knew nothing about it; but, from the 

^elfage delivered to the chief in the morning, he per 
^ived, that the Captain was not to be trifled with 
Thus ended this troubicfome and unfortunate bufinefs. 

ually to be regetted by the natives, and by Captain 
a)ok. He was grieved to refled, that, after rcfuflng 

afliit his friends at Otaheite, in the invafion of this 
(land, he (hould fo foon be obliged to engage in hof- 
tilities againfl its inhabitants; which, perhaps, were 
niorc injurious to them, than Towha s expedition. In 
a memorandum of occurrences, penned by one of our 
officers, we find a much lefs favourable account of this 
affair than the above; the circumftances are thus re¬ 
lated by that gentleman. 

«On the 2nd of October, Maheine, accompanied by 
other chiefs came on board the Difeovery, with large 
hogs by way of prefents; and were prefented in re¬ 
turn with axes, hatches, looking-glalTes, &c. our pur¬ 
veyors were likewife much gratified, by the fuccefs 
they met with in marketing; purchaling the largefl: 
hoOT for the merefi: trifles; as for inftance, a hog of 
200 weight, for twelve red feathers, and fo in propor¬ 
tion. But this friendly intercourfe was foon changed 
to a feene of defolation, that no injury we received 
from the pilfering difpofition of the inhabitants could 
juftify. The people had brought us every thing their 
illand afforded, and had left it to the generofity of the 
purchafers to give, in return, whatever they pleafed: 
but unfortunately a goat from our live flock was miffing. 

It had been fecretly conveyed away in the night, from 
the paflurcs in which they were placed to feed, not- 
withftanding the vigilance of the guard appointed to 
look after them. With the lofs of this animal, no doubt 
a great prize to the thief, the Earee of the ifland was 
made acquainted by Captain Cook, and a peremptory 
requifition made to have it reflored, on pain of having 
his country laid wafle, his (hipping deflroyed, and him- 
felf perfonally punifhed for the crime of his fubjed. 
The king promifed his affiflance, and required time for 
enquiry; but, as foon as he was fet at liberty, he ab- 
feonded, and was no more feen. The goat being ftill 
miffing, and no means ufed for recovering and reftoring 
it, a party from both (hips, with the marines in a 
body, were ordered out, to carry the threats of our 
commander into execution. For three days, fuccef- 
fively, they continued their devaflations, burning and 
deftroying 200 of the beft houfes of the inhabitants, 
and as many of their large war canoes; at the fame 
time, cutting down their fruit trees, and deftroying 
their plantations. The natives who lived at a diftance, 
hearing of the havock that was made near the bay, filled 
their canoes with ftones and funk them, with a view to 
theirprefervatiom; but that availed them nothing; for 
the Captain ordered boats to be manned and armed; 
the canoes that vs'ere funk to be weighed up and de¬ 
flroyed; in fhort, a general defolation to be carried 
through the whole ifland, fliould the goat be flill with¬ 
held. Add to this, that two young natives of quality 
being found onboard our fhip, were made prifoners, 
and told they were to be put to death, if the goat 
fhould not be reflored within a certain time. The 
youths protefled their own innocence, and difclaimed 
all knowledge of the guilty perfons; notwithflanding 
'vhich, every preparation was apparently made for 
putting them both to death. Large ropes were carried 
^pon the main deck, and made faft fore and aft: axes, 
chains, &:c. were placed upon the quarter deck, in fight 
the young men, whofe terrors were increafed by the 
information of Omiah, who gave them to underftand 
that, by all thefe folemn preparations, their doom was 
finally determined. Under thefe gloomy apprehen- 
fions the poor youths remained till the 9th, when, about 
three in .the afternoon, a body of between 50 and 60 
ji^ives were feen from the fhip haflening to the 
hour, who, when they came near, held up the goat in 
fhcirarrns, in raptures that they had found it, and that 
"as flill alive. Thejoy of the imprifoned young 
jhen is not to be exprefled; and when they were rc- 
^Icd, inflead of (hewing any figns of refentment, they 
'^cre ready to fall down and worflfip their deliverers. 


It can fcarce be credited, when the devaflation ccafcd, 
how foon the injury they had fuffered was forgotten, 
and provifions again brought to market, as if no vio- 
Itmce had ever been committed by us; only the Earee 
of the ifland never made his appearance. All this 
while numbers of the inhabitants of Otaheite, were 
witnefles of the feverity w ith which this theft was pu- 
nifhed; but it feemed to make no un/avourable irn- 
P^fiion upon them; for they continued their good 
offices as long as we remained in thc-Society ifies.^ 

On Saturday the 11 th, our intercourfe with the na¬ 
tives was renewed ; feveral canoes bringing bread fruit 
and cocoa-nuts to thefliips; whence our Commander 
concluded, they were confeious of having merited the 
treatment they had received; and that the caufc of his 
difpleafure being now removed, they apprehended no 
further mifehiet. Being now about to take our depar¬ 
ture from Eimeo, we (hall firft jufl remark, that there is 
very little diftcrcnce between the produce of this ifland, 
and that of Otaheite; but the difference in their wo¬ 
men is remarkable. Thofe of Eimeo have a dark hue, 
are low in flature, and have forbidding features. We 
w^ould obferve farther, the appearance of Eimeo bears 
not the leafl refemblance to that of Otaheite. The 
latter being a hilly country, has little low land, except 
fome deep valleys, and a flat border that almoft fur- 
rounds it near the fea. Eimeo has deep rugged hills, 
running in different directions, leaving large valleys, 
and gently rifing grounds about their fides. The hills’ 
though rocky, arc generally covered with trees almoft 
to the tops. At the bottom of the harbour of Taloo, 
the ground generally rifes to the foot of the hills; but 
the flat border on the fides, becomes quite fteep at a 
fmall diftance from the fea. This produces a profped 
fuperior to any thing w'e faw at Otaheite. In the 
low grounds, the foil is a yellowifli ftifl* mould; on the 
lower hills it is blacker, and more loofe; and the ftone 
which compofes the hills, is of a bluifii colour, inter- 
fperfed with fome particles of glimmer. Near the 
place w’here our fhips were ftationed, are two large 
ftones, concerning which fome fuperftitious notions are 
entertained by the natives. They confider them jis 
brother and filler; that they are Eatooas, or diyinities; 
and that they came from Ulietea, by fome fupernatural 
means. 

Having procured, at this ifland, a large quantity of 
fire-wood, an article we could notfupply ourfelves with 
at Matavai, there being not a tree but what is ufeful to 
the inhabitants, and likewife a number of hogs, bread-* 
fruit, and cocoa-nuts, at nine o’clock A. M. we weighed, 
having a fine breeze down the harbour; but it was fd 
faint and variable, that wt were not out at fea before noon, 
at which time we diredled our courfe to Huaheinci 
Omiah having prcvioufly fet fail before us. In the 
night, the weather being hazy, he loft fight of. the fiiip 
and fired his gun, which was anfwercd by the Refolu- 
tion. On Sunday the 12 th, we came in fight-of Hua- 
heine, and, at noon, anchored at the northern entrance 
of Owharre Harbour, fituated on the weft fide of the 
ifland. Omiah, in his canoe, entered the harbour juft 
before us, but did not land; and though many of his 
countrymen crowded to fee him, he did not rake much 
notice of them. Great numbers alfo came off to the 
fhips, infomuch that we were greatly incommoded by 
them. Our paffengers immediately informed them of 
our tranfatftions at Eimeo, multiplying, by ten at lead, 
the number of canoes and houfes that we had deflroyed. 
Captain Cook was not much difpleafed at their giving 
this exaggerated account, as he found that it made a 
confiderable impreffion upon all who heard it; fo that 
he had hopes it would inciucc the natives of this ifland 
to treat him in a better manner than they had done in 
his former vifit. The next morning, which was the 
3th, all the principal people of the ifland came to our 
fhips. This was juft what our Commodore wnflied, as 
it was now high time to fettle Omiah, and he fup- 
Dofed that the prefence of thefe chiefs would enable 
lim to efted it in a fatisfadlory manner. But Omiah 
now feemed inclined to eflablifti himfelf at Ulietea; 
and if he and Captain Cook could have agreed with 
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refpedt to the mode of accomplilhing that dcfign, the 
latter would have confented to adopt it. Idis father 
had been deprived by the inhabitants of Bolabola, 
when they fubdued IJlietca, of fome land in that 
ifland; and the Captain hoped he fhould be able to 
get it reftored to the fon without difficulty. For thi> 
purpofe, it was neceffary that Omiah flioiild be upon 
ffiendly terms with thofe who had become mailers of 
tlie illand; but he w^ould not liften to any fuch pro- 
pofiil, and was vain enough to imagine that the Cap¬ 
tain would make ufe of fmee to reinflate hiin in his 
forfeited lands. This prepofleffion preventing his 
being fijced at Ulietea, the Captain began to confider 
Huaheine as the more proper place, and therefore de¬ 
termined to avail himfelf of the prefence of the chief 
men of that ifland, and propofe the affair to them. 

The fliips were no lefs crowded w'ith hogs, than 
with chiefs, the former being poured in upon us flifter 
than the butchers and falters could difpatch them. 
Indeed, for feveral days after our arrival, fome hun¬ 
dreds, great and fmall, were brought on board j and, if 
any were refufed, they were thrown into the boats, and 
left behind. Bread-fruit, bananocs, plantains, cocoa- 
nuts, and yams, were brought in the fame plentiful 
proportions, and purchafed for trifles. At Otaheite 
we had heard, that our old friend Oree was no longer 
the chief of Huaheine, and that at this time he rclided 
at Ulietea. Indeed he never had been more than 
regent during the minority of Taireetareea, the prefent 
Earee rahie; but he did not give up the regency till he 
Was compelled thereunto. His two fons, Opoony and 
Towha, were the firfl: who paid us a vifit, coming on 
board before the (hip was well in the harbour, and 
bringing with them a prefent; for which they received, 
in return, red feathers, &c. Red feathers are here, as 
at Otaheite, a very remarkable commodity, with which 
the feamen made purchafes of cloth, and other manu- 
fadlures of the ifland: thofe who were followed by 
their miffes from Otaheite, kept feparate tables for 
them, at a fmall expence; while the miffes catered and 
cooked for their mates, who feafled every day on barbi- 
cued pigs^ ftewed fowls, roafted bread-fruit, and a 
variety of other delicacies, purchafed by the ladies for 
the mereft trifles. Among our foremaft-men were 
many who laid in (lore of thefc good things for their 
fupport, in cafe of being reduced to fliort allowance; 
and tliey had rcafon, afterwards, to confole themfelves 
on their provident care. 

The Captain now, after the hurry of bufmefs in the 
morning was over, prepared to make a vifit in form to 
Taireetareea, the Earee rahie, or prefent reigning king 
of the Ifland. Omiah, who was to accompany him, 
dreffed himfelf very properly on the occafion, and pro¬ 
vided a handfome prefent for the chief himfelf, and 
another for his Eatooa. Their landing drew moft of 
the vifitors from the fhips, who, with many others, 
affembled in a large houfe. The concourfe of people 
became very great, the major part of whom leemed 
Iloutcr and fairer than thofe of Otaheite; and the 
number of men who appeared to be of confequence 
was alfo much greater, in proportion to the extent of 
the ifland. The Captain waited fome time for the 
king; but when he appeared, wc found his prcfencc 
might have been difpenfed with, as his age did not 
exceed ten years. Omiah, who flood at a little diftance 
from the circle of great men, began with making his 
ivflcring to the gods, which confifted of cloth, red 
feathers, &c. Another offering fucceeded, which was 
to be given to the gods by the young chief; and after 
that, feveral other tufts of red feathers were prefented. 
The different articles were laid before a prieff, being 
each of them delivered with a kind of prayer, which 
was fpoken by one of Omiah’s friends, though in a great 
mcafurc diClatcd by himfelf. In thefe oraifons he did 
not forget his friends in England, nor thofe who had 
conducted him fafe back to his native country. The 
Earee rahie no Pretanne, the Earl of Sandwich, TOotc 
(Captain Cooke), Tatcc (Captain Clcrke), were men- 
rioned in every one of them. Thefe offerings and 
prayers being ended, the prieft took each of the articles 


m order, and, yter repeating a concludinc 

lent every one of them to the Morai. Aft ^ 
formance of thefe religious rites, Omiah 
by the Captain, who bellowed a prefent on rh 
prince, and received another in return 
rangements were next agreed upon, relative totlf’^ 
of carrying on the intcrcourfc between us 
natives; to whom the Captain pointed out ih *r 
chievous confcqucnccs that would attend tb ' 
dcring us, as on former occafions. The 
of Omiah was then propofed to this affembly of 
They were informed, that wc had conveyed bin * 
England, where he was well received by the 
King of Prmnne, and his Earees; and had W 
treated, during hrs whole ftay, with all the marks nr 
regard and affedion ; that he had been brought back 
again, and enriched with a variety of articles which 
it was hoped, would be highly beneficial to his coun’ 
trymen ; and that, befidcs the two horfes which were 
to continue with him, many other new and ufeful ani 
mals had been left at Otaheite, which would fpecdilv 
multiply, and furniffi a fufficient number for the ufe of 
all the neighbouring iffands. The Captain then gave 
them to underftand, it w'as his carneft requcll that they 
would give his friend, Omiah, a piece of land, upon 
which he might build a houfe, and raife provifions for 
himfelf and family ; adding, that if he Could not obtain 
this at Huaheine, either by donation or purchafe, he 
was refolved to carry him to Ulietea, and fettle him 
there. Wc obferved that this conclufion feemed to 
gain the approbation of all the chiefs; andthcreafon 
was not lefs obvious. Omiah had vainly flattered 
himfelf, that the Captain would ufe force in refloring 
him to his father’s poffeffions, in Ulietea; and he had 
talked at random, on this fubjed, among fome chiefi, 
at this meeting, who now expeded that they Ihould 
be aflilled by us in an invafion of Ulietea, and driv¬ 
ing the Bolabolans out of that ifland. It being proper, 
therefore, that they fliould be undeceived in this par¬ 
ticular, the Captain, with this view, fignified to them, 
in the moft decifive manner, that he would neither 
give them any affiftance in fuch an enterprize, nor even 
fuffer it to be put in execution, while he remained in 
their fcas; and that, if Omiah eftablilhed himfelf in 
Ulietea, he fhould be introduced as a friend, and not 
forced upon the people of Bolabola as their conqueror. 
This peremptory declaration immediately gave a new 
turn to the fentiments of the council; one of whom 
expreffed himfelf to this effedl; that the whole ifland 
of Huaheine, and whatever it contained, were Caprwn 
Cook’s, and therefore he might dilpofe of what portion 
he pleafed to his friend: but, though Omiah feemed 
much pleafed at hearing this, to make an offer of 
what it would be improper to accept, the Captain 
confidered as offering nothing: he for this reafon 
deflred them to mark out the particular fpot, and like- 
wife the exadl quantity of land, which they intended to 
grant for the fettlement. Upon this, fome chieh, 
who had retired from the affembly, werefent for; an i 
after a fhort confultation, tbe Commodores reque 
was unanimoufly complied with, and the ground mv 
mediately fixed upon, adjoining to the . 

prefent meeting was held. It extended along the ino 
of the harbour, about 200 yard^; its depth, to 
bottom of the hill, was fome what more; 
portionable part of the hill was comprehended ui 

This affair being fettled, on Saturday, the i > 
tent was pitched on ihore, a poft eftablilhed, an 
obfervatories eredlcd. As this was one or t 
plentiful of the Society Iflesj it was propoled ° , 

ibme ftay here, in order to careen the fliips> 
in provifions for future ufe. This was the ^ 
ceflary, as we were to fail to countries wholI> u 
where it was uncertain what accomn^oo^P®”^ fub&l* 
meet with, or to what difficulties wc rnight 
The beds and furniture ol' every 
unladen, and every crevice of the 
feraped, waffied with vinegar, and , ° 
this Jail operation was perfoi'ming, the lowe 
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^-ere left open, for the rats to make their cfcapc; in 
(hort, a thorough revifion was directed to be made of 
every thing on board, as well to cicanfe the furniture 
from vermin, as to remove the danger of infedion 
from putrid air, generated by a perpetual fucccflion of 
niultitudes of people, between decks, ever fince our 
• arrival at Otaheite. I'he fick were, at the fame time, 
landed for the benefit of the air, and every means ufed 
to recover, and to preferve them in health when re¬ 
covered. Among the Tick was Captain Cook himfclf, 
for whofe recovery the crews of both fliips were under 
much concern, as the fuccefs of the voyage was 
thought in a great meafurc to depend upon his care 
and conduct. By the dodor’s advice, he was prevailed 
upon to fteep on flmre; where he was afTiduoufly at- 
tpded, night and day, by the furgeons of both fhips, 
who watched with him alternately, till he w^as out of 
danger. As foon as he was able, he rode out every 
day with Omiah on horfcback, followed by the natives, 
who, attraded by the novelty of the fight, hocked from 
the remoteft parts of the ifland to be fpedators. We 
alfo during our flay in this harbour, carried the bread 
on fliore to clear it of vermin. The number of cock¬ 
roaches that infefted the jfliip at this time is alm.oft 
incredible. The damage we fuftained by them was 
very confiderable; and every attempt to deftroy them 
proved friiiilers. If any kind of food was expofed for 
a few minutes, it was covered with thefe noxious 
infcdls, w'ho foon pierced it full of holes, fo that it 
rcfcmbicd a honeycomb. They proved particularly 
deftrudive to birds which had been fluffed for cun- 
oTities, and were fo fond of ink, that they eat out 
the writing on the labels faftened to different articles ; 
and the only thing that preferved books from their 
ravages, was the clofenefs of their binding, w^hich pre¬ 
vented thefe voracious deflroyers from inflnuating 
thcmfclves between the leaves. According to Mr. 
Anderfon, they were of two forts, the bhtia orkntalisy 
^^^mmanica. The former had been carried home in 
the Rcfolution, in hcrlaft voyage, where they withftood 
the feverity of the w'intcr, in 1776, though flic w’as in 
dock all the time. The latter had only made their 
appearance iince our leaving New Zealand j but had 
incrcafed fo fafl, that they now got even into our rig¬ 
ging; fo that when a fail was loofened thoufands of 
them fell upon the decks. Though the orieiitaks were 
in infinite numbers, they feldom came out but in the 
night, when they made a particular Qoife in crawling 
about: and, befides their difagreeable appearance, 
they did great mifehief to our bread, which dainty 
feeders would have ill-relifhed, being fo befpattercd 
with their excrement. 

The caipenters and caulkers had no fooner com¬ 
pleted their buflnefs on board, than they were ordered 
on lliore to ere(ff a houfe for Omiah, wherein he might 
kcure the various European commodities that he had 
in his pofTcflion: at the fame time, others of our people 
^’cre employed in making a garden for his ufe, plant¬ 
ing vines, (haddocks, melons, pine-apples, and the 
ceds of various kinds of vegetables; all which w’ere in 
a flourifliing flate before our departure from the ifland. 
^lah began now to pay a ferioiis attention to his own 
^airs, and heartily repented of his ifl-judged prodigali- 
K ^ Here he found a brother, a After, and 

3 brother-in-law, the fiftcr having been married : thefe 
iu not plunder him, as his other relations had lately 
m 1!^ however, that though they had too 

uch honefty and good-nature to do him any injury, 
y^t, they were of too little confequence in the ifland, to 
infi fe^vices, having neither authority nor 

uen^ to proredt his property or his perfon. Thus 
he ran great rifquc of being flripped of 
he had received from his generous bene- 
rea fliould ceafe to be within the 

Doin .P^^^erful protcdlion. He was now on the 

^at^ f placed in a very Angular Atuation, 

*^unit f kingdom and com- 

niaft ^ f which he was to -be a member; and being 
accumulated quantity of a fpecics of 
W'hich his countrymen could not create by 


any art or induflry of their own, it was natural, there- 
^rc, to imagine, that w'hile all weredeflrous of fliaring 
this envied wealth, all would be ready to join in 
attempts to flrip its foJe proprietor. As the mofl: 
likely nieans of preventing this. Captain Cook advifed 
him to diflributc (bme of his moveables among two or 
principal chiefs; who, on being thus gra- 
tined, might be induced to favour him with their 
patronage, and fliidd him from the injuries of others, 
Omiah promifed to follow this advice, and we heard; 
^foie we failed, this prudent ftep had been taken’. 
The Captain,^ however, not conAding wholly in the 
operations of gratitude, had recourfe to the more 
forcible and effedual motive of intimidation, taking 
every opportunity of notifying td the inhabitants, that 
It was his intention to make another viAt to their 
iAand, after having been abfent the ufual time; and 
that if he did not And his friend in' the fame flate 
of fecurity in which he fliould leave him at prefent, all 
thofe who had been his enemies might exped to be¬ 
come the objeds of his lefcntmenr, T his menacing 
declaration will, probably, have fomeeft'ed; for our 
fuccefilve viAts oflate years have induced thefe iflandcrs 
to believe, that our (hips are to return at certain 
periods; and while they continue to entertain fuch a 
notion, which^he Captain thought a fair flratagem to 
conArm, Omiah has fomc profped of being fiifmrcd to 
thrive upon his new plantation. 

On Wednefday, tlie 226, the intcrcourfe of trade and 
friendly offices, between us and the inhabitants of 
Huaheinc, was interrupted ; for, in the evening, one 
of the latter found means to get into Mr. Bayley’s ob- 
fervatory, and carry off a fextant, unobfciwed. Cap¬ 
tain Codk was no Iboner informed of this theft, than he 
w'ent alhorc, and defired Omiah to apply to the chiefs, 
to procure reflitiition. He accordingly made appli¬ 
cation to them, but they took no fteps towards re¬ 
covering the inflrument, being more attentive to a 
hceva, that w\as then exhibiting, till the Captain ordered 
the performers to dcAfl. Being now convinced he 
was in earnefl, they began to make fome enquiry after 
the delinquent, who was fitting in the midfl of them, 
with fuch m.arks of unconcern, that the Captain was 
in great doubt of his being guilty, particularly as he 
denied it. Omiah affuring him this was the perfon, 
he was fent on board the Refolution, and put in irons. 
This raifed an univerfal ferment among the iflanders, 
and the wffiole body Acd with precipitation. The 
prifoner being examined by Omiah, was with fome 
difficulty brought to confefs where he had concealed 
the fextant, and it was brought back unhurt the next 
morning. After this, the natives recovered from their 
conflernation, and began to gather about us as ufual. 
As the thief appeared to be a (hamelefs villain, the 
Commodore puniflied him with greater feverity than 
he had ever done any former culprit; for, bcAdcs 
having his head and beard lhaved, he ordered both 
his ears to be cut ofl^ and his eye-brows to be fleed, 
than w'hich no punifhmcnt could have fubjedired him 
to greater difgrace. In this bleeding condition he was 
fent on Aiore, and expofed as a fpedlaclc to intimidate 
the people from meddling with what was not their 
owm. The natives looked with horror upon the man, 
and it w’as eafy to perceive that this adl gave them ge¬ 
neral dilguft: even Omiah w’as affedled, though he 
endeavoured to juftify it, by telling his friends, that if 
fuch a crime had been committed in the country where 
he had been, the thief would have been fentcnced to 
lofe his life. But, how well foever he might cany off the 
matter, he dreaded the confequences to himfelf, which, 
in part, appeared in a few days, and were probably 
more fevcrely felt by him, foon after we were gone. 

Saturday, the 25th, a general alarm was (pread, oc- 
caAoned by a report, that one of our goats had been 
ftolen by the above-mentioned thief; and though, 
upon examination, wc found every thing fafe in that 
quarter, yet it appeared, that he had deftroyed and 
carried off from Omiah's grounds, feveral vines and 
cabbage plants; that he had publicly threatened to 
put him to death, and to fet Arc to his houfe, as foon as 
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v.c fliould quit this place. To prevent his doing any 
further mifehief, the Captain ordered him to be feized, 
and confined again on board the fhip, with a view of 
carrying him off the ifland; and this intention feemed 
to give general fatisfadion to all the chiefs. He was 
a native of Bolabola; but there were too many of the 
people here ready to co-operate with him in all his de- 
ligns. We had, indeed, always met with more troublc- 
fome people in Huaheine, than in any other of the ad¬ 
jacent iflands; and it was only from fear, and the want 
of proper opportunities, that induced them to behave 
better now. Anarchy and confulion feemed to prevail 
among them. Their Earee rahic, as we have already 
obferved, was but a child; and we did not obrerve,that 
there was one individual, or any fet of men, who held 
the reins of government for him; fo that w'henever any 
niifunderdanding occurred between us, wanever knew, 
with fufficient precifion, to whom it w'as ncccffary to 
apply, in order to effe^fl an accommodation, or procure 
redrefs. On Thurfday, the 30th, early in the morning, 
our prifoncr,thc Bolalila-man, found means to efcape 
from his confinement, and out of the fhip, carrying 
with him the fliackle of the bilboo-bolt that had been 
put about his leg, which was taken from him as foon 
as he arrived on fhore, by one of the chiefs, and given 
to Omiah, who quickly came on board, to inform the 
Captain, that his mottal enemy was again let loofc upon 
him. We found, upon enquiry, that the fentry placed 
over the prifbncr, and even the whole w'atch in that 
part of the fhip where he was confined; having fallen 
alleep, he feized the favourable opportunity, took the 
key of the irons out of the drawer into which he had 
feen it put, and fet himfelf at liberty. This efcape 
convinced the Commodore, that his people had been 
very remifs in their night-duty; which rendered it ne- 
ceffary to chaflife thofe who were now in fault, and to 
ertablifli fome new regulations that might prevent fimi- 
lar negligence in future. We were pleafed at hearing, 
afterw'ards, that the fellow who efcaped, had gone over 
to Ulietca; but it was thought by fome, he only intended 
to conceal himfelf till our departure, when he would 
revenge the indignity we had treated him with, by open 
or fecret attacks upon Omiah. The houfe of this great 
man being now nearly finilhed, many of his moveables 
were carried alliore. Among other articles was a box 
of toys, which greatly pleafed the gazing multitude: 
but as to his plates, difhes, drinking mugs, glafles, and 
the whole train of houfehold apparatus, fcarce one of 
his countrymen w'ould even look at them. Omiah him- 
fclf began to think, that they would be of no fcrvice 
to him; that a baked hog was more favory than a 
boiled one; that a plantain leaf made as good a difh or 
plate as pewter; and that a cocoa-nut fliell was as con¬ 
venient a goblet as one of our mugs. He therefore 
difpofed of moft of thefe articles of Englifh furniture 
among the crew of our fhips; and received from them, 
in return, hatchets, and other iron implements, which 
had a more intrinfic value in this part of the world. 
Among the numerous prefents bellowed upon him in 
England, fireworks had not been omitted; fome of 
which wc exhibited in the evening of the zBth, before 
a great number of people, who beheld them with a mix¬ 
ture of pleafure and fear. Thofe that remained were 
put in order, and left w'ith Omiah, purfuant to their 
original deftination. 

We now began to make preparations for our depar¬ 
ture from Huaheine, and got every thing oft' from the 
fliore this evening,cxceptagoat big with kid, a horfe 
and a mare, which were left in the poftenion of Omiah, 
who was now to be finally feparated from us, Wegave 
him alfo a boar, and two fows, of the Englifli breed; 
and he had got two fows of his own. The horfe had 
covered the mare during our continuance at Otaheite; 
fo that the introdudion of a breed of horfes into thefe 
illands, has probably fucceeded, by this valuable pre- 
fent. With regard to Omiah’s domeftic eftablilhment, 
he had procured at Otaheite, four or five toutous or peo¬ 
ple of the lower clafs ; the two young New Zealanders 
remained with him, and his brother, with fome others, 
joined him; fo chat his family now confiftedof ten or 
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eleven perfons: if that can be juftly denominated a f 
mily, to which not one female belonged i, 
which our people ereded for him was jj. f,,, 
and ten feet high: it wascompofed of bmM. v'*- 
were the fpoils of our military operations at’ 
and in the conftrudion of it, as few nails as JS' 
were ufed, left an inducement IhouId arife frnm j 
fire of iron, to pull it down. It wasaarced udo^ 
immediately after our departure, helhSiId erecl a r ‘ 
cjous houfe, after the faftiion of his own country 
end of which was to be brought over that we 
built, fo as entirely toenclofe it for greater fecuritv I 
this work, fome of the chiefs of the ifiand promifed m 
contribute their affiftance; and if the intended build 
ing ftiould cover the ground which was marked out fo 
it, few of the houfes in Huaheine will exceed it in 
magnitude. Omiah's European weapons confided of 
a fowling piece, two pair of piftols, fevcral fwords 
cutlafles, a mufket, bayonet, and a cartouch box. After 
he had got on ftiore whatever belonged to him, he in 
vited feveral times the two captains, and mod of the 
officers of both (hips to dine with him; on which oc- 
cafions his table was plentifully fpread with the bell 
provifions that the ifland could afford. Omiah, thus 
powerfully fupported, went through the fatigues of the 
day better than could have been expeded from the de- 
fpondency that appeared in his countenance, when firll 
the company began to alTcmble. Perhaps his awkward 
ficuation, between h.alf Engliih and half Indian pre¬ 
parations, might contribute not a little to embarrafs 
him; for having never before made an entertainment 
himfelf, though he had been a partaker at many both in 
England and in the iflands, he was yet at a lofs to con- 
dud himfelf properly to fo many guefts, all of them 
fuperior to himfelf in point of rank, though he might 
be faid to be fuperior, in point of fortune, to mod of 
the chiefs prelent. Nothing, however, was wanting 
to imprefs the inhabitants with an opinion of Omiah’s 
confequence. The drums, trumpets, bagpipes, haut¬ 
boys, flutes, violins, in fliort, the whole band of mufic 
attended, and took it by turns to play while dinner was 
getting ready; and when the company were feared, the 
whol^ band joined in full concert, to the admiration of 
crowds of the inhabitants, who were aflcmbled round 
the houfe on this occafion. The dinner confided, m 
ufual, of the various produdions of the ifland, barbi- 
cued hogs, fowls drefled, fome after the manner of the 
country, and others after the Englifli fafiiion, with 
plenty of wine and other liquors, with which two or three 
of the chiefs made very free. Dinner over,hccvas and 
fire-works fucceeded, and when night approached, the 
multitudes that attended us fpedators difperfed, with¬ 
out the leafl difordcr. Before we fee fail, the Commo¬ 
dore caufed the following inferiptioaJO be cut in the 
front of Omiah’s houfe; 

Georgius ter tins. ReXy 2 N(rvmhriSy 1777 * 

>7. V RefoUiiiony Jac. Cooky Pr. 

Naves | Car. Clerhy Pr. 

November 2nd, on Sunday, at four o’clock P. ^ 
we took the advantage of an eafterly.breeze, and failed 
out of Owharre harbour. While here, we had procured 

more than 400 hogs, many of them large. Thougn 
it had been found in former voyages, that moft of them 
which were carried to fca alive refufed to eat, and con- 
fcquently were foon killed, yet we refolved to make on 
experiment more; and by procuring large quantiu 
of yams, and other roots, on which they were acc - 
tomed to feed on fliore, we ventured to take a re 
each fhip; and for.this purpofc our carpenters na p ^ 
pared ftyes for their reception in thofe .r 

they might remain cool, Moft of our friends, na i ^ 
Huaheine, continued on board till our 
fail; when the Captain, to gratify their curiolity, 
five of the great guns to be fired. Then they a * 
except Omiah, who remained till we were ou * 

We had come to fail by a hawfer faftened to 
which in calling the fhip, parted, being cut by 
and its outer end was left behind: it there ° 
ncccflary todifpatch a boat to bring icon • 
















































































































































































































this boat Omiah went afhcM*c, and took a very alfec- 
• nate and final leave of the Captain, never to fee him 
^'ore. He had endeavoured to prevail on Captain 
O)oktolet him return to England, which made his 
arting with him and our ofiicers the more affedling. 
If tears could have prevailed on our commander to let 
him return, Oiniah’s eyes were never dry; and if the 
tendereft fupplications of a dutiful fon to an obdurate 
father could have made any imprcfiion, Omiah hung 
round his neck in all the feeming agony of a child try¬ 
ing to melt the heart of a reludant parent. He twined 
his arms round him with the ardour of inviolable friend- 
IhiR) till Captain Cook, unable any longer to contain 
himfelf, broke from him, and retired to his cabin, to 
indulge that natural fympathy which he could not re- 
fill, leaving Omiah to dry up his tears, and compofe 
himfelf on the quarter deck. On his return, he rea- 
foned with his friend, upon the impropriety of his re- 
queft; reminding him of his anxieties while in Eng¬ 
land, left he fliould never more have been permitted to 
return home; and now that he had been reftored to his 
friends and country, at a great expence to his royal 
jnafter, it was childifii to entertain a notion of being 
carried back. Omiah renewed his tears and faid, he 
had indeed wilhed to fee his country and friends; but 
having fecn them he was contented, and would never 
long for home again. Captain Cook aflured him of 
his beft wilhes, but his inffrudlions muO: be obeyed, 
which were to leave him with his friends. Such was 
the parting feene between Omiah and his patron; nor 
were the two New Zealand boys under lefs concern to 
leave us than Omiah. They had already learned to 
fpeak Englifh enough to exprefs their hopes and their 
^ars. They hoped to have gone along with the fiiips, 
and cried bitterly when they underfi'ood they were to 
be left behind. Thence arofe a new feene betw’een 
Omiah and his fervants, that, had not the officers on the 
quarter deck interpofed, might have ended unfortu¬ 
nately for the former; for they refufed to quit the fhip, 
till they were compelled to it by force, which would 
have been no eafy matter, the eldefl, near fixteen, be¬ 
ing of an athletic make; and the youngeft, about ele¬ 
ven, a giant of his age. They Were both padiable and 
obliging, till they found they were to be left at Hua- 
heine, but knowing this at our departure from that 
place, they grew deaerate till fubdtied. They difeo- 
vered difpofitions the very reverfe of the iflanders, 
among whom they were detlined to abide during the 
remainder of their lives ; and, infiead of a mean, timid 
fubmiffion, they fliew’ed a manly determined refolution 
not to be fubdued, though overcome; and ready, if 
there had been a pofiibility to fucceed, to have made a 
fecond or even third attempt to have regained their li- 
^rty. We could never* learn Captain Cook’s reafon, 
rorrefufing to fake on board fome of thofe gallant 
youths from New Zealand, who, no doubt, would have 
madcufeful hands in the high latitudes we were about 
to explore, and would befides have been living exhibi¬ 
tions of a people, whofc portraits have been imperfedly 
acpicled even by our beft draughtfmen. There is a 
^untlefs fiercenefs in the eyes and countenance of a 
Zealand warrior, which the pencil of the moft 
finment artift cannot imitate; and we lament the non- 
luiportation of a native from every climate, where na- 
had marked a vifible diftincljon in -the charadlers 
^ perfon and mind. Having bid farewel to Omiah, 
was accompanied by Mr. King in the boat, who in- 
bad wept all the time he was going 

Though we had no^y, to our great fatisfadtion, brought 
miah fafe back to the very fpoc from whence he was 
fi K?’ u probable we left him in a fituation lefs de- 
^ leth^^ that whbch he was in before his connection 
lized^T *’^^*'* tafted the comforts.of civi- 

obr become more wretched from being 

thoughts of continuizigithem, 
hav*^T^ ^ advantages he received Trdm us, 

bim in a more hazardous fituation, with re- 
fafety. From being greatly ca- 

Wednn England, he had lo“^ - 
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J had loft fight of his primary coa- 


icion, and did not confider in what manner his ac- 
qui itions, either of knowledge, or of wealth, would 
ee imated by his countrymen, at his return; w'hich 
ere the only things whereby he could recommend him- 
e ^hem now, more than before, and on which he 
•could lay the foundation either of his future greatnefs 
or appinels. He appeared to have, in fome meafure, 
orgotten their cuftoms in this rcfpedl, and even to have 
miltaken their genius; otherwife he mu ft have been 
convinced of the extreme difficulty he would find in 
getting himfelf admitted as a man of raqk, where 
a finglc inftance of a perfon's being 
railed from an inferior ftation even by the greateft me- 
^^ok feems to be the foundation of all power and 
diftindtion here, and is fo pcrtinacioully adhered to, 
that, unlefs a perfon has fome degree of it, he will be 
conternned and hated, if he pretends to exercife any 
authority. This was really the cafe, in fome degree, 
with Omiah; though his countrymen were rather cau¬ 
tious in expreffing their fentiments while we continued 
among them. Nevcrthelefs, had he made a proper 
ufc of the prefents he brought with him from Great 
Biitain, this, with the knowledge he had gained by tra¬ 
velling, might have enabled him to have formed the 
moft advantageous conneeftions: but he exhibited too 
many proofs of a weak inattention to this obvious 
means or promoting his intereft. He had formed 
fell ernes of a higher nature, perhaps, with more truth, 
it may be faid, meaner; for revenge, rather than a de¬ 
fire of greatnefs, appeared to influence hrn^rom the 
beginning. His father w'as, certainly, a man of con- 
fidcrable property in Ulietea, when that ifland was fub¬ 
dued by the inhabitants of Bolabola, and with many 
others, fled for refuge to Huaheine, where he died, and 
left Omiah, with fcvcral other children, who thus be¬ 
came entirely dependent. In this fituation Captain 
Furneaux took him up, and brought him to England^ 
Whether he expedfed, from the treatment he there met 
with, that any affiftance would be afforded himagainft 
the enemies of his father and his country; or whether 
he had the vanity to fuppofe, that his ow'n fiiperiority of 
knowledge, and perfonal courage, w'ould be fufficient 
to difpofiefs the conquerors of Ulietea, is uncertain; 
but, from the very commencement of the voyage, this 
was hisconftant topic. He would not pay any attention 
to our remonftrances on fuch an inconfideratc determi¬ 
nation, but was difpleafed, whenever more reafonable 
counfels were propofed for his benefit. Nay, he was fo 
ridiculoufly attached to his favourite fcheme, that he 
affedled to believe the Bolabolans would certainly quit 
the conquered ifland, as foon as they fliould have in¬ 
telligence of his arrival in Otaheite. As we proceeded, 
however, on our voyage, he began to perceive his er¬ 
ror; and, by the time of our arrival at the Friendly 
Iflands, had fuch apprehenfions of an unfavourable re¬ 
ception in his own country, that he was inclined to have 
remained at Tongataboo, under the protection of his 
friend Feenou. At thefe’ iflands he fqimndered away a 
confidcrable part of his European treafure; and he was 
equally imprudent at Otaheite, till Captain Cook put a 
ftop to his profulion. He alfo formed fuch improper 
connections there, that Gcoo, though at firft difpofed to 
countenance him, afterwards cxprelTed openly his dif- 
approbation of his conduCt. He might, however, have 
recovered the favour of that chief, and have fettled, to 
great advantage, in Otaheite, as he had formerly lived 
fome years there, and was now honoured with the no-^ 
tice of Towha, whofe valuable prefent of a large double 
canoe has been already mentioned. But he continued 
undetermined to the laft, and probably would not have 
adopted the plan of fectlement in Huaheine, if Captain 
Cook had not fo pofitively refufed to employ force in 
reftoring him to the pofleffion of his father’s property. 
Omiah's greateft danger, in his prefent fituation, will 
arife from the very imprudent declarations of his an¬ 
tipathy to the Bolabolans; for thofe people, frorn mo¬ 
tives of jealoufy, will undoubtedly endeavour to render 
him obnoxious to the inhabitants of Huaheine; and as 
they are now at peace with that ifland, they may eafily 
accomplifti their defigns. This eircumftance he might, 
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with great eafe, have avoided; for they were not only 
^reefrom any averfion to him, but the old chief, who 
is reputed by the natives of the Society iflands, to be a 
prieft, or god, even oflferedTO rcinftate him in his fa¬ 
ther’s lands: but he peremptorily refufed this; and, to 
the very lafl, continued fixed in his refolution to em¬ 
brace the firft opportunity of fatisfying his revenge in 
battle. To this he is perhaps not a little (limulatcd by 
the coat of mail he brought from England; clothed in 
which, and furniflied with fire arms, he idly imagines 
he fliall be invincible. But the dcfe( 5 ls in Omiah’s 
charadler were confiderably overbalanced by his great 
good nature, and docile tractable difpolition. Captain 
Cook, during the whole time he was with him, feldom 
had reafon to be fcrioufly difpleafcd with his general 
rondud. His grateful heart ever retained the higheft 
fenfeof the favours conferred on him in England; nor 
w’ill he ever be unmindful of thofewdio honoured him 
while in that kingdom, with their friendfliip and pro- 
tedlion. Though he had a tolerable fliare of undcr- 
ftanding, he fhewed little application and perfeverance 
in exerting it, fo that he had but a general and imper- 
fedi knowledge of things. He was not a man much 
ufed to obfervarion; otherwife, he might have conveyed 
to his native country many elegant amufements, and 
ufeful arts, to be found among the Friendly Iflanders; 
but we never perceived, that he endeavoured to make 
himfelf mafierofany one of them. Such indifierence 
is, indeed, the charaC:l:erifiic foible of his countrymen. 
Though Tliey have been vilited by Europeans, at times, 
for thefc ten years pnfi, we could not difeern the flightefl 
vefiigeof any attemjnto profit by this interview, nor have 
they hitherto imitated us but in very few refpedts. It mufl 
not, therefore, be expeded, that Omiah will be able to 
introduce among them many arts and cuftoms, or much 
improve thofe to which they have been familiarized by 
long habit. Wc irufi, however, that he will exert his 
endeavours to bring to perfection the various fruits and 
vegetables that were planted by us, which will be no 
fmallacquifition. But the principal advantage thefc 
iflands are likely to receive from the travels of Omiah, 
will probably arife from the animals that have been left 
upon them; which, perhaps, they never would have ob¬ 
tained, if he had not come over to England. When 
thefc multiply, Otaheite, and the Society Ifles, will 
equal any place in the known world, with refped to 
provifio’ns. Omiah’s return, and the fubflantial proofs 
he had difplayed of Britifli liberality, encouraged many 
to ofier thcmfelves as volunteers to accompany us to 
Pretanne; but our Commodore took every opportunity 
pf cxprcfiing his fixed determination to rcjecT: all ap¬ 
plications of that kind: and Omiah, who was ambi¬ 
tious of remaining the only great traveller among 
them, being afraid the Commodore might be prevailed 
upon to place others in the fame fituation, as rivals, 
frequently reminded him of the declaration ()f the 
Earl of Sandwich, that no others of his countrymen 
were to be carried to England. When the Captain 
was about to bid farcwcl to Omiah, he gave him his laft 
ieflbnsof inftrudion how to ad: directing him at the 
fame time to fend his boat over to Ulietea, his native 
ifland,to let him know how the chiefs behaved to him in 
the abfence of the (hips. If well, he was to fend by the 
melTenger three white beads: if they feized upon his 
ftock, or broke in upon his plantation,.three red beads: 
or if things remained jufi: as we left them, he was to 
fend three fpotted beads. 

Asfoon as the boat, in which Omiah was conveyed 
afiiore, had returned, with the remainder of the haw- 
fer, to the fhip, w-c hoified her in, and flood over for 
Ulietea without delay. The next morning, being the 
3d, we made fail round the fouthern end of that ifland, 
for the harbour of Ohamanenw. We met with light 
^irs and calms alternately, fo that at twelve o’clock we 
.were Bill at the diftance of a league from the mouth of 
the;Harbour; and while we were thus detained, Oreo, 
fhc chief of the ifland, with his fon and fon in law, 
came off to pay us a viiit. All the boats were now 
hoified out, and fenc a-head to tow, being afliftcd by a 
flight foucherly breeze, This.foon failing, ^nd being 


fuocceded by an eafterly one. which blew rioK. 
the harbour, we were obliged to anchor ar ii. 
about two o’clock P. M.^andtowarptn 
ployed us tdl night. We were no fooncr it'vT 
harbour, than our diips were furrounded wirh . 
hlled with the natives, who brought a ^ddIv ..f 
and hogs, which they exchanged for our 
The following day. the Refolution w"s 
to the northern Ihore, at the entrance of the Wi, 
and the Difeovery along fide the fouthern Ihore i 
the mean time. Captain Cook returned Oreo’s vlfi,’ . 
prefented that chief with a red feathered 
•Tongataboo a ftiirt, a linen gown, and a few oZ 
things of lefs value, Oreo, and fome of his frienri 
then accompanied him on board to dinner 
On Thurfday Che 6th. we landed the'rcmainder of 
our live fiock, fet up the obfervatories, and carried the 
ncceflary infiruments on fhore. The two fucceedin? 
days. Captain Cook, Mr. King, and Mr. Bayley ol^ 
ferved the fun's azimuths, both on fhore and alward 
w ith all the compafles, in order to difeoverthe variation’ 
Nothing remarkable happened, till very early in the 
morning of Thurfday, the ijch, when a fentincl, at the 
oblervatory, named John Harrifon, deferred, ’taking 
with him his mufket and accoutrements. As’foon a? 
we had gained intelligence which way he was gone, a 
party was detached in fearch of him; but they returned 
in the evening without fiicccfs. The next day the Cap¬ 
tain applied to the chief concerning this affair, who 
promifed to fend a party of the iflanders after the fugi¬ 
tive, and gave us hopes that he fliould be brought back 
in the courfc of that day. This, however, did not 
happen; and wc had reafon to imagine, that the chief 
had taken no fieps to find him. At this time a con- 
liderable number of the natives were about the fhips, 
and fevcral thefts committed, the confequenccs of 
which being apprehended by them, very few came to 
vifit us the next morning. Oreo himfelf caught the 
alarm, and fled with his w'hole family. Captain Cook 
confidercd this as a good opportunity to infifl upon their 
delivering up the deferter; and having heard he was at 
a place called Hamoa, ficuate on the other fide of the 
ifland, he repaired thither with two armed boats, at¬ 
tended by a native. In our w’ay, we met with the chief, 
w^ho embarked with us. The Captain, with a few of 
liis men, landing about d mile and a half from the fpot, 
marched up to it with gre^ expedition, left the %ht of 
the boats fliould give the alarm, and allow the offender 
fufficicnr time toefcape to the mountains. This pre¬ 
caution proved unneceffary; for the natives of that 
past of the ifland having obtained information of the 
Captain’s approach, were prepared to deliver the de- 
ferter. He was found with his mufket lying before 
him, feated betw'ixt tw^o w’omen, who, the inftant tfot 
the Captain entered the houfe, rofe up to plead in his 
vindication. As fuch proceedings deferved to be dil- 
couraged, the Captain with a ftern look, bid them be 

f one; upon which they burft into tears, and retired. 

'aha, the chief of that difirid:, now came with a fuck- 
ing pig, and a plantain-tree, which he was on the pom 
of prefenring to Captain Cook, as a peace-ofrcring, 
who rejeded it; and having ordered the chief 
his prefence, embarked with Harrifon in one 0 t 
boats, and returned to the fliips. After this, / 
was fpcedily reftored. The delinquent made no 0 
cxcufc-for his condud, than that the natives ^ 
ticed him away; which perhaps was in a grea 
fure ih*uc, as Paha, and the two women aboye-menti > 
had been at the fhip tlie day before bis ! 

he had remained ufion his poft till '''^hin afew 
of time ii> which he was to have been relieve t 
ther, the punifhment he received was not 
About a fortnight after we had arrived 
Omiah difpatched two of his .kc io- 

intelligencc, that he continued undiflurbe / 
habitat«s of Huaheine, and thatcveiy Kjjjing. 

with him, except that his goat had die 1 
This information was accompanied with 
Captain Cook would fend him another oi 

two axes. Pleafed with this additional opp 
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friend, the Captain fcnt back the mclTcnger 

Pmale kid. On Wednefday, the 19th, our commander 
f his Majeffy’s ibip, the Refolution, delivered to Cap¬ 
tain Clerke his inllnidions how to proceed in calc of 
reparation, after quitting thefe iflands, of which tbe 
following is> we believe, a true copy. 

Ijiflruflioifs delivered by Captain James Cook^ to Captain 
Charles Clerkey Commander of his Majeflys Jhipy the 
Difeovery, IVedne/day the 19th of November^ 1777. 

« VVHEREAS the paflage from the Society Iflands, to 
the northern coafl: of America, is of conliderable length, 
both in diflancc and in time, and as a part of it nuift 
be performed in the very depth of winter, when gales 
of wind and bad weather mull be expedled, and may 
pofTibly occafion a reparation, you are to take all poHi- 
ble care to prevent this. But if, notwithllanding all 
our care to keep company, you fhould be feparated 
from me, you arc firft to look for me where you lafV 
faw me. Not feeing me in five days, you are to pro- 
cecd(as dire^cd by the inftruclions of their lordfliips, 
a copy of w'hich you have already received) for the 
coaftof New Albion; endeavouring to fall in withitin 
the latitude of 45 deg. In which, and at a convenient 
dillancc from land, you are to cruize for me ten days. 
Not feeing me in that time, you arc to put into the 
firft convenient port, in, or to the north of that lati¬ 
tude, to recruit your wood and water, and to procure 
rcfreftiments. During your jftay in port, you arc con- 
ftanrly to keep a good look-out for me. It will be ne- 
cclTary, therefore, to make choice of a Ifation, lituated 
as near the fea coaft as pofliblc, the better to enable 
you to fee me, when I may appear in the offing. Should 
I not join you before the ill of next April, you are to 
put to fca, and to proceed northward to the latitude of 
56 deg. in which, and at a convenient di(lance from 
the coaft, never exceeding 15 leagues, you are to cruize 
for me till the 10th of May. Not feeing me at that 
time, you arc to proceed northward, and endeavour to 
finda pafiageinto the Atlantic Ocean, through Hud Ton’s 
or Baffin’s Bays, as diredled by the above-mentioned 
inftrudlions. 

"But if you fliould fail in finding a paflage through 
either of the faid Bays, or by any other way, as the fca- 
lonof the year may rendef'it unfafe for you to remain 
in high latitudes, you are to repair to the harbour of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, in Kamptfehatka, in order to 
rcfrefii your people, and to pafs the winter. Never- 
thclefs, if you find, that you cannot procure the nc- 
cclfary rcfrelhmentS, at the faid port, you are at liberty 
to go where you fliall think proper; taking care before 
you depart to leave with the governor an account of 
your intended dellination, to be delivered to me upon 
niy arrival: and in the fpring of the enfuing year, 1779, 
you are to repair back to the above-mentioned port, en¬ 
deavouring to be there by the loth of May, or fooner. 

Ir on your arrival, you receive no orders from, or ac¬ 
count of me, fo as to juftify your purfuing any other 
incafures than what are pointed out in the before men¬ 
tioned inftrudlions, your future proceedings are to be 
governed by them. You are alfo to comply with fuch 
parts of the faid infiruclions, as have not been exe¬ 
cuted, and arc not contrary to thefe orders. And in 
yc>tir inability, by licknefs, orotherwife, tocarry 
efe, and the inftruiftions of their lordfhips into execu- 
tion, you are to be careful to leave them with the next 
oiicer in command, who is hereby required to execute 
cm in the befi: manner he can.” 

.J“^.^onday the 24th, in the morning, Mr. M— 
‘^miprnan, and the gunner’s mate, two of the Dif- 
ovcr)'’s people, were miffing. They had embarked 
a canoe, with two of their Otaheicean miffies, the 
Pteceding night, and were now at the other end of thc^ 
and. As the midflupmaii had expreffied a defire of 
ut one of the Society 1 Hands, it was cx- 
off that he and his companion had gone 

intent. Captain CIcrke therefore, with 
armed boats, and a detachment of marines, fet 
^0. 6^, 


Out in quefl of the -fugitives, butrerurned in the cven- 
ing w ithout fuccefs. Prom the behaviour of the iHand- 
ers, he was of opinion, that they intended to conceal 
the deferters; and, with this view had deceived hini 
with falfc inforniation, directing him to feck for them 
w here they could not be found. He was not mifiakenj 
for, the next morning, intelligence was brought, that 
the two runaways were in the ifie of Otaha, with a view 
to continue their courfe to Otaheite, as Toon as they had 
furniffied themfclves with provifions for the voyage. 
Thefe not being the only perfons in the fliip.s who were 
defirous of remaining at thefe favourite iflands, it was 
ncceffary, in order to give an effectual difcouragemenc 
to any further defertion, to recover them at all events. 
Captain Cook,therefore, determined to go in purfuit of 
them himfclf, having obferved that the natives fcldoni 
attempted to amiifc him with falfe information. He 
accordingly fet out with two aritied boats, accompanied 
by Oreo himfclf. They proceeded, without flopping at 
any place, till they came to the eaftern fide of Otaha, 
where they put affiorc; and the chief difpatchcd a man 
before him, with orders tofeize the fugitives, and keep 
them till the Captain and his attendants fliould arrive 
with the boats : but when arrived at the place w here 
they expected to find them, they were inibrmed, thef 
they had quitted the ifland, and proceeded to Bola- 
bola the day before. The Captain, nor chufing to fol¬ 
low them thither, returned to the fhips, with a full de¬ 
termination to have rccourfeto a meafurc, which he had 
reafon to believe would compel the natives' to refiore 
them. On Wednefday the 26th, foon after day-break, 
Oreo, with his fon, daughter, and fon-in-law, having 
come on board the Refolution,the Commodore rcfolvca 
todetain the three laft, till our deferters Ihould be deliver¬ 
ed up. With this view Captain Clerke invited them on 
board his Ihip; and, as foon as they had entered his 
cabin, a fcntincl was placed at the door, and the win¬ 
dow fecLircd. This proceeding greatly furprized them; 
and Captain CIcrke having explained the reafon of it, 
they burfl: into tears, and begged he would not kill 
them. He protefled he would not, and that the mo¬ 
ment his people w-ere brought back, they fiiould.be rc- 
Icafcd. This, however, did not remove their uneafy 
apprehenfions, and they bewailed their expedlcd fiitein 
filent forrow. The chief being with Captain Cook 
when he received intelligence of this affair, mentioned 
it immediately to him, imagining that this flop had 
been taken without his knowledge and approbation.- 
The Captain infiantly undeceived him; and then he 
began to entertain a fear with refpecfl to his own pcrfonal 
fafety, and his countenance indicated the greatefi: per¬ 
turbation of mind: but the Captain foon quieted his 
fears, by telling him, that he was at liberty to quit the 
Ihip whenever he chofe, and to take filch flops tow'ards 
the recovery of our two men, as he fiiould judge bcfl 
calculated for that purpofe; and that, if he fliould meet 
with fuccefs, his friends, on board the Difeovery, fliould 
be rclcafed from their confinement: if not, that they 
fliould be carried away with us. The Captain added^ 
that the chief’s conduct, as well as that of many of 
his countrymen, in not only affifling thefe two men in 
making their efcape, but in endeavouring, at this very 
time, to prevail upon others to follow them, would juf- 
tify any mcafure that fliould ferve to put a flop to uich 
proceedings. All this was done, as we have already 
hinted, to intcrefl the people of the ifland in the pur-* 
fuit after the fugitives, and, to this end, the Captain 
promifed a reward of large axes, and other valuable 
articles, to any of the natives who fhould be inflru- 
mcntal in apprehending and bringing them back. The 
confinement of part of the royal family might feem 
hard ufage, yet it had its cffeCl, and without this Heady 
refolute proceeding the deferters would never have been 
recovered. The boats of the Difeovery went day after 
day to all the adjoining iflands, without being able to 
learn the leafl trace of them; and this ihqy continued, 
till having Tearched every ifland within the diflancc of’ 
two days fail, they were obliged to give over any far¬ 
ther fcarch, as friiitlefi;. The explanation of the mo¬ 
tives upon which Captain Cook aded, feemed to re- 
6 M • move. 
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move, in a great degree, that general conflcrnation 
into which Oreo, and his people prefent, were at iirrt 
thrown. But, though relieved from all apprehenfions 
with regard to their own fafetyjthcy wereftill c^dcr the 
deeped: concern for the prifoners in the Difeovery. 
Numbers of them went under the ftern of the fliip, in 
canoes^ and lamented their captivity with long and loud 
exclamations. The name of Poedooa (which was that 
of Oreo’s daughter) refounded from every quarter; 
and the women not only made a mod difmal howling, 
but druck their bolbms, and cut their heads with lharks 
teeth, which occalioncd a confiderable elfufion of 
blood. 

The chief now difpatched a canoe to Bolahola, with 
a mclfagc to Opoony, king of that bland, informing 
him of what liad happened, and requeding him to 
feizc the two deferters, and fend them back. 1 he 
meflenger, who was the father of Oreo’s fon-in-lavv 
Pootoe, came to receive the Captain’^ commands be 
fore his departure; who dridly enjoined him not to 
return without the fugitives, and to tell Opoony, from 
him, that, if they had left the ifleof Bolabola, he mud 
fend canoes in purfuit of them. But the impatient na¬ 
tives, not thinking proper to trud to the return of our 
people for the releafe of the prifoners, were induced 
to meditate an attempt, which, if it had not been pre¬ 
vented, might have involved them in dill greater dif- 
trefs. Between live and fix o’clock, Captain Cook, 
who was then on fiiore, abneafi of the ihip, obferved 
all their canoes, in and about the harbour, began to 
move off. He enquired, in vain, for the caufe of this; 
till fomc of our people, calling to us from the Difeo¬ 
very, informed us, that a body of the iflanders had 
feized Captain Clerkeand Mr. Gore, as they were walk¬ 
ing at a fmall difiance from the fliips. The Commo¬ 
dore, firuck with the boldhcfs of this fcheme of reta¬ 
liation, which feemed to couhteraifi him in his own 
way, infiantly commanded his people to arm ; and, in 
a few minutes, a firong parry, under the condud of Mr. 
King, were fenc to the refeue of the two gentlemen. 
At the fame time two armed boats, and a party, under 
Mr. Wiiliamfon, were difpatched, to intercept the fly¬ 
ing canoes in their retreat to the fliorc. Thefc dctach- 
mdnes had fcarccly gone out of fight, when intelligence 
arrived, which convinced us we had been mifinformed; 
and they were immediately, in confcqucnce of this, 
called in. However, it appeared from fevcral corro¬ 
borating particulars, that the natives had adually 
formed the defign of feizing Captain Clcrke; and they 
even made no fecrct in fpcaking of it the following 
day. Bur the principal part of the plan of their ope¬ 
rations was to have fecured the perfon of Captain 
Cook. He was accufiomed to bathe every evening in 
the frefli water; on which occafions he frequently went 
alone, and was unarmed. Expeding him to go this 
evening, as ufual, they had refolved upon feizing him, 
and Captain Clcrke likewife, if he had accompanied 
him. But our Commander, after confining the chief's 
family, had taken care to avoid putting himfelf in their 
power; and had cautioned Captain Clcrke and the 
officers, not to go to any confiderable difiance from 
the fliips. Oreo, in the courfe of the afternoon, afked 
our Commodore, three or four tinmes, if he would not 
go to the bathing place; till at length finding that the 
Captain could not be prevailed upon, he retired, with 
bis people, iiotwithfianding all our intreaties to the 
contrary . Having no fufpicion, at this time, of their 
deligTi, Captain Cook imagined, that a Bidden panic 
had i'eized them, which would be foon over. Being 
difappoinced with refpedl: to him, they fixed upon thble 
whom they thought more in their power. It was a 
fortunate circunfltance that iheydid not fucceed in their 
delign, and that no mifehief was done on the occafioii; 
no mufkets being fired, except two or three to flop the 
canoes; to which firing, perhaps Captain Clerke and 
Mr. Gore owed dieir I'afety; but Mr. King aferibes 
this to the Captain’s walking with a pifiol in his hand. 


which, he fays, he once fired; at which tim/TT ’ 

the iflanders, armed with clubs, were 
wards them, but dilpcrfcd on hearing the 
muficets. This confpiracy was firft difeov^^^d 
girl, who had been brought from Huaheinc hy all r 
our officers. Happening to overhear fomc'of K 
Ulietcans fay, that they would feize CaptainGleik* ^ a 
Mr. Gore, flic immediately ran to acquaint the 
our people that fiie met with the delign. Thof/^ 
had been intrufted with the excciumn of the 
threatened to put her to death, as foon as wc flLld 
quit Ulietea, tor di {appointing them. Being aware of 
this, we contrived that the girl’s friends fiioiild come a 
day or two afterwards, and take her out of the fliin 
convey her to a place m here flic might remain concealed' 
till an opportunity fliould ofier for her cfcapingto Hm- 
hcinc. 

On I’hurfday the 27th, the tents were firuck, the 
obfcrvatorics took down, wliich, with the live liock 
were brought on board the Ihips. We then unmoored* 
and moved a little way down the liarbour, where wcanl 
choFcd again. In the afternoon, the natives gathered 
round, and came on board our Ihips, as ufual. One 
party acquainted Captain Cook,'that the fugitives were 
found, and that in a few days they would-be brought 
back, requefting at the fame time the rcleafeofthc pri¬ 
foners. But the Captain paid no regard to either ihcir 
information or petition; on the contrary, he renewed 
his threatnings, which he declai’cd he would put in c.\c- 
cution,if tlic men were not delivered up. In the fuccccd- 
ing night the wind blew in hard fqualls, which were ac¬ 
companied wdth heavy fliowers of rain. In one of 
thefe fqualls, the cable w hereby the Refoliition was rid¬ 
ing at anchor, parted; buta.s wc had another ready ro 
let go, the ill ip was quickly brought up again. On 
the 29th, having received no account from bolabola. 
Oreo fet out for that ifland, in fcarch after tlic ddm- 
ers, defiring Captain Cook to follow' him, the ncxeday, 
with the Blips. This was the Captain’s intention; but 
the wind prevented our getting to fea. On the 30th, 
about five o’clock, P. M. a number of canoes were i'cen, 
at a difl.ince, making towards the fiiips; and as they apu 
preached nearer wc heard thcmdlng and rejoice, as if 
they had fucccedcd in finding what they went in fcarcii 
of. .A.bout fi.x, they came fo nigh, that we could dif- 
ccrii, with our glafies, die deferters fafiened toge¬ 
ther, but w'ithouc their mrfles. They were no foonCT 
brought on board, than the royal prifoners were rclcaU 
ed, to the unfpeakable joy of all but the tw'o fugitives, 
who were under great apprehenfions ot fuftVring 
death. Their punilhment, however, w’as nor fo fevere 
as might have been expected. -— was fentciiced 

to receive 24 laflics, and M-was turned before the 

maft, where he continued to do duty while there was 

little or nothing to do; but on alking forgivcnefs, was 

refiored to his former fiation on the quarter deck. It 
appeared that their purfuers had followed them from 
one ifland to another from Ulietea to Otaha, from Ow a 
to Bolabola, from Bolabola to the little ifland jT 
bace, where they vvere found, but where we never fnou 
have looked for them, had not the natives traced i 
out. They were taken by Pootoe’s father, in confequenc 
of the firfi meflage fenc to Opoony. ^ 

On the I ft of December, notice was given to the - 
hcitcan miires, that they mufiall prepare to departj 
lliips being in readinefs to leave the country, an , p, 
haps, never to return to the Society Iflands any J- • 
This news caufed great lamentation and much c 
fion. They were now at a great di fiance from 
and every one was eager to get w hat Ihe com <> 
felf before file was parted from her beloved. 
them had already fiript tlicir marcs 
thing they pofTeircd, and thofc who had ftiH p 
in referve led a Bid life till they Ibarcd ^ 

It was not till the 7th, to which time we 
in the harbour by a contrary w'ind, that w’C c 
the Ihips of thefe troublefomc gentry. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Rtjbluiion and Difcovrry leave Ulieleay and dire^ ibeir courfe to the ijland of Bolahola—Remarks on the prcjeni and 
fminey 9 f —The flaps arrive at Bolabola^ with Oreo and others—Captain Cook applies to Opoony for Motif 

Boii^ainviHe's anchor—Reafons for purchafing it—They quit the Socicity Ijlands—Bolabola and its harbour deferibed — 
Bfiivery of ii^ inhabitants—Hijiorical account of the rediiblton of Otaha and Ulictea—Animals left at the above ijlands — 
Method of falting pork for the ufe of the JJAps^Curfory remarks refpe^ing Otaheite and the Society Ijlands—ylddilional 
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S UNDAY, the yth of December, at eight o’clock 
A. M. we weighed and made fail with a light 
breeze at the north-ealT: point. During the preceding 
week, we had been vifited by perfons from all quarters 
of the illand, who afforded us a plentiful fupply of 
hogs and green plantains, fo that the time we remained 
wind-bound in the harbour was not totally loH:; for 
green plantains are an excellent fuccedaneum for 
bread, and will keep good for two or three weeks. 
Bcfidcs being furnilhed with thefe provifions, we alfo 
took in plenty of wood and w’ater. The Ulieteans 
appeared to be in general fmallcr, and blacker than the 
natives of the adjacent iflands, and feemed alfo Icfs 
orderly, which may, perhaps, be owing to their having 
become fubjeds to the inhabitants of 13 olabola. Oreo, 
their chief, is only a kind of deputy to the Bohbolan 
monarch ; and the conqueff feems to have diminiflied 
the number of fubordinate chiefs refident among them : 
they are., therefore, lefs under the immediate eye of 
thofe whole intcreff it is to enforce a proper obcdience. 
Though Ulictea is now reduced to this humiliating 
flatc of dependence, it was formerly, as we were in¬ 
formed, the mofb eminent of this group ot iflands, and, 
probably, the firfl; feat of government, for the prefent 
royal family of Otaheite derives its defeent from that 
which ruled here before the late revolution. The de¬ 
throned king of Ulietea, whofe name is Ooroo, refldcs 
at Huaheine, furnifliing, in his own perfon, an inftance 
Bot only of the inflability of power, hut alfo of tlKJ 
refpedpaid by thefe iflanders to particular families of 
princely rank; for they allow Ooroo to retain all the 
enljgns which are appropriated by them to royalty, 
notwithftanding his having been deprived of his do¬ 
minions. Wc obferved a limilar inffance to this du¬ 
ring our flay at Ulietea, w'here one ot our occalional 
viiitants was Captain Cook’s old friend Oree, late chief 
of Huaheine. He Hill maintained his confequcnce, 
and was conlfantly attended by a numerous retinue. 

We now had a brifk wind, and dkcclcd our courfe 
ro Bolahola, accompanied by Oreo and others from 
Ulietea; and, indeed, moft of the natives, except the 
thief, would gladly have taken a paflage w ith us to 
England. Our principal reafon for vifiting the ifland 
ot Bolabola w-as, to procCire one of the anchors which 
had been left at Otaheite by Monfieur Bougainville. 
This, we w'ere informed, had been afterwards found by 
the natives there, and fent by them to Opoony, the 
thief of Bolahola. It was not on account of our being 
jn want of anchors that wc were anxious to get pof- 
ftflion of it j but, having parted w’ith all our hatchets, 
and other iron implements, in purchafing refreflimcnts, 
wc were now obliged to create a frefli aflbrtment of 
ftading articles, b.y fabricating them from the fparc 
lion we could find on board; and even the greatefl: 
par; of that had been already expended. Captain 
Uook, therefore, fuppofed Monf. Bougainville’s anchor 
Would in a great mcafure fupply our w^ant of this 
yfeful material; and he did not entertain a doubt that 
Dpoony might be induced to part with it. At fun-fet 
hiding off the fouth point of Bolabola, we fhortened 
^i‘» and pafled the night making fhort boards. On 
Monday, the 8th, at day-break, we made fail for the 
iiarbour, on the weft fide of the iflarri. Having a 
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fcanty wind we were obliged to ply up; and it was 
nine o’clock before we were near enough to fend 
away a boat to found the entrance. When the mailer 
returned with the boat, he reported, that the entrance 
of the harbour was rocky at the bottom, but that there 
was good ground witliin; and the depth of water 
twenty-five and twenty-feven fathoms. In the chan¬ 
nel, he faid, there was room enough to turn the fliips, 
it being one third of a mile broad. Upon this infor¬ 
mation, we attempted to w^ork the fliips in; but the 
wind and tide being againft us, wc made two or three 
trips, and found it could not be accompliflicd till the 
tide lliould turn in our favour. Whereupon the Captain 
gave up the defign of carrying the fliips into the har¬ 
bour; and, embarking in one of the boats, attended 
by Oreo and his companions, was rowed in for the 
ifland. As foon as they landed, our Commodore was 
introduced to Opoony, furrounded by a vaft concouiTe 
of people. I'he needfary compliments being ex¬ 
changed, the Captain requefted the chief to give him 
the anchor; and, by way of inducement, produced the 
prefent he intended for him. It conflfted of a linen 
night gown, gauze handkerchiefs, a fliirt, a looking- 
glafs, feme beads, toys, and fix axes. Opoony, how¬ 
ever, refufed to accept the prefent till the Commodore 
had received the anchor; and ordered three perfons to 
go and deliver it to him, with diredions to receive 
from him what he thought proper in return. With 
thefe melfengcrs we fet out in our boats for a neigh¬ 
bouring ifland, where the anchor had been depofited, 
but it was neither fo large nor fo perfecl, as wc ex- 
peded. By thc^ mark that w'as upon it, we found it 
had originally weighed feven hundred pounds, but it 
now wanted ihc two palms^ the ring, and part of the 
fliank. The reafon of Opoony's refufing Captain 
(fook’s prefent was now apparent: he, doubtlcfs, fup- 
pofed that the anchor, in its prefent ftatc, was fo much 
inferior to what was offered in exchange, that when 
the Captain faw it, he would be difplcafed.. The Com¬ 
modore, notwithflanding, took the anchor iis he found 
it, and font the whole of the prefent which he at firft 
intended. This bufincfs being done, and the Captain 
returned on board, we hoifted in our boats, and made 
fail to the north. While wc were thus employed, wc 
were vifircd by fome of the natives, who came off in 
three or four canoes to fee the fliips. They brought 
with them onb pig, and a few cocoa-nuts. Had we 
remained at this ifland till the next day, wc fliould 
probably have been fupplied with plenty of provifions; 
and the natives would, doubtlefs, be difappointed 
when they found we were gone; but, having already a 
good flock of hogs and fruit on board, and not many 
articles left to purchafe more, wc had no inducement 
left to defer the profccution of our voyage. 

Oceavanooa, the harbour of Bolabola, fituated on 
the weft fide of th^ ifland, is very capacious ; and, 
though we did not enter it, Captain Cook had the 
fatislaclion of being informed by thofe employed for 
tiic purpofo, that it is a very proper place for the 
reception of fliips. Towards the middle of this ifland 
is a lofty double-peaked mountain, which appeared to 
be barren on the caft fide, but on the weft fide ha§ 
fome trees and bufties. The lower grounds, towards 
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the fea, like the other iilands of this ocean, arc covered 
with cocoa-palms and bread-fruit trees. There arc 
many little iflots that fiirround it, which add to the 
number of its inhabitants, and to the amount of its 
vegetable produdlions. Confidcring the fmall extent 
of Bolabola, being only 24 miles in circumference, it is 
remarkable that its people fliould have been able to 
conquer Ulictea and Otaha; the former being alone 
more than double its lize. In each of Captain Cook’s 
three voyages, the war that producc(i this great revo¬ 
lution was frequently mentioned; and as the hiflory 
thereof may be an agreeable entertainment to our fub- 
feribers, wc fliall here give it as related by themfclvcs. 

Ulictea and Otaha had long been friends; or, as the 
natives exprefs it emphatically, they were conlldered as 
two brothers, whofe views and intcrefts were the fame. 
The ifland of Huaheinc was alfo admitted as a friend, 
but not in fo eminent a degree. Like a traitor, Otaha 
leagued with Bolabola, jointly to attack Ulictea ; whofe 
people required the altiflancc of their friends in Hua- 
heine againft thefe united powers. T'he inhabitants of 
Bolabola were encouraged by a prophetefs, who pre- 
didled their fuccefs; and that they might rely on her 
prophecy, flie defircd that a man Ihould be lent to a 
particular part of the fea, where from a great depth 
would arife a ilone. He was-accordingly fent off in a 
canoe to the place fpccificd, and was going inftantly 
to dive for the (lone, when, behold, it ftarted up fpon- 
taneoufly to the furface, and came immediately into his 
hand I All the people were aftoniflicd at the fight; the 
ftone was deemed facred, and depofited in the houfc of 
the Eatooa, where it is ftill preferved, as a proof that 
this prophetefs was infpired with the divinity. Ele¬ 
vated w ith the hopes of vidory, the canoes of Bola¬ 
bola attacked thofc of Ulictea and Huaheinc; the 
encounter laded long, they being ladicd drongly to¬ 
gether with ropes; and, notvvithdanding the pre¬ 
tended miracle, the Bolabola fleet would have been 
vanquifhed, had not that of Otaha arrived at the critical 
moment. T'he fortune of the day was now turned ; 
victory declared in favour of the Bolabolans ; and their 
enemies were totally defeated. Two days after, the 
conquerors invaded Huaheinc, which they fubdued, it 
being weakly defended, as mod of its warriors were 
then abfent. Many of its fugitives, however, having 
got to Oiahcitc, there related their melancholy talc. 
This fo alTcdcd thofe of their own country, and of 
Ulietca, whom they found in that ifland, that they 
obtained* their affidancc. They were furniflied with 
only ten fighting canoes; with ’which inconfidcrable 
force they cffedled a landing at Huaheinc in the night; 
and, taking the Bolabola men by furprizc, killed many 
of them, and difperfed the red. Thus were they 
again, by one bold effort, poffcffed of their own ifland, 
which at this day remains independent, and is governed 
by its own chiefs. When the combined fleets of 
Ulictea and Huaheinc were defeated, the men of Bo¬ 
labola were applied to by their allies of Otaha, to be 
allowed an equal fharc of the conqueds. This being 
refufed, the alliance broke; and, during the w'ar, 
Otaha was conquered, as well as Ulictea, both of which 
remain fubjed to Bolabola; the chiefs by whom they 
are governed, being only deputies to Opoony, the king 
of the illsnds. Such is their account of the war; and 
in the rcduclion of the two iflands five battles were 
fought, at did'erent places, in which great numbers 
were killed on each fide. ^ 

Wc have already obferved, that thefe people arc 
extremely deficient in rccolleading the exaiT dates of 
pad events. Rcfpc£ling this war, though it happened 
but a few years ago, we could only guefs at the time of 
its commencement and duration, the natives not being 
able to fatisfy our enquiries with any precifion. The 
final conqued of Ulietca, which terminated the war, 
bad been acchicvcd before Captain Cook was there in 
1769; but it was very apparent that peace had not 
been long redored, as marks of recent hodilitics having 
been committed were then to be fecn. By attending 
to the age of Tcercctarcea, the prefent chief of Hua- 
heinp, feme additional collatci*al proof may be gathered. 
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He did not appear to be more than tm „ 
years of age, and his father, wc were infor?,! 
been killed in one of the cngagemcnt.i 
conqueft of Ulietca and Otahaf the Bolabolf"" 
conlldered as inviiKiblc; and their fame is 
tended, that, even at Otaheite, if not dreaded th"”' 
refpedted tor their valour. It is alfertcd the^^' 

By from an enemy, and that they are viaorioi.?, 
an equal number ot the other iflanders ThefeT'-'? 
much to the fiiperiority of their god, who, they bel e"ed 
detained us by contrary winds at Ulictea Th^ n- 
mation in which the Bolabola men are held at fl ' 
heite, may be gathered from M. dc BougainvUV; 
anchor having been fent to their fovercien 
intention of tranfporting the Spanini biilf to their 
iBand, mutt be alcnbed to the fame caufe Th 
alfo had a third European curiofity, broueht to OiaheZ 
by the Soaniards. This animarhad feen^ 
fcaiy defcribcd by the natives, that wc had been much 
puzzled to conjccTurc what it could be. Some eood 
however, generally fprings up out of evil. When 
Captain Clcrl^r’s deferters were brought back from 
Bolabola, they told us the animal had been flicwn to 
them, and that it was a ram. Had our men not 
deferted, it is probable wc Ihould never have known 
more about it. In confequence of this intelligence, the 
Captain, when he landed to meet Opoony, took an ewe 
with him in the boat, of the Cape of Good Hope 
breed, whereby a foundation is laid for a breed 
fiiecp at Bolabola. He alfo left with Oreo, at Ulietca, 
two goats, and an Englifli boar and fow: fo that the 
race of hogs will be confidcrably improved, in a few 
years, at Otaheite, and all the neighbouring illands; 
and they will, perhaps, be fiocked with many valuable 
European animals. When this is really the cafe, 
thefe illands will be unrivalled in abundance and va¬ 
riety of refrelhmcnts for the fupply of luture navi¬ 
gators. Even in their prefent flaic, they are hardly to 
be excelled. When the inhabitants are not difiurbed 
by inceftine broils, which has been the cafe for fevcral 
years paff, their produdlions are numerous and plenti¬ 
ful. 

Had wc been poffeffed of a greater affortment of 
goods, and a proper quantity of fait, we might have 
faked as much pork as would have been fufficient to 
lall both fliips almoll a year: but we quite exhaufted 
our trading commodities at the Friendly Hies, Otaheite, 
and its neighbourhood. Our axes, in particular, were 
nearly gone, with which, alone, hogs were, in general, 
to be purchafed. The fait that remained aboard was 
not more than was requifite for curing 15 puncheons 
of meat. . The following procefs of curing pork has 
been adopted by Captain Cook in his fevcral voyages. 
The hogs were killed in the evening; and, when 
cleaned, they M’crc cut up ; after v hich the bone was 
taken out. The meat was faked while hot, and laid in 
fuch a manner as to permit the juices to drain from it, 
till the next morning: it was then faked again, put 
into a caflc, and covered with pickle. It remained, in 
this fituation, four or five days, when it was taken out, 
and carefully examined ; and if any of it appears to 
be in the leaft tainted, which fomccimes happened, it 
was feparated from the reff, which was rcpackc , 
headed up, and filled with good pickle, k wasa^jo 
examined in about eight or ten days time, 
appeared no necefiity ior it, as it was generally lotin ^ 
to be all perfectly cured. Bay and white fak 
gether anfwers the befi, though either of them wi 
alone. Great care was taken that none of the atg 
blood-vcffels remained in the meat; and ^ 

much fliould be packed together at the ^ 

left thofc pieces which arc iii the middle Ihou ’ 
and hinder the fak from penetrating them. l» ^ p 
cal climates, meat ought not to be faked in |y 

weather, Europeans having of late fo freqW 
vifired thefe iflanders, they may, on that .jng 

been induced to breed a larger Hock ot hogs; 
that, whenever we come, they may be certai 
ceiving what they effeem a valuable conlidcra .^^^ 
them. They daily expevfl the Spaniards at 
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d in two or three ycai's time, they will doubclefs 
the Engliih there, as well as at the other illands. 

IS ufelefs to alTure them that you will not return, for 
ther fuppo^c you cannot avoid it; though none of 
them know or enquire the reafoii of your coming. It 
would, perhaps, have been better for the people to 
have been ignorant of our fuperiority in the accornmo 
Rations and arts that make life comfortable, than, after 
once knowing it, to be abandoned to their original 
incapac-ity of improvement. They cannot be, indeed, 
xeftored to their former happy mediocrity, fliould the 
intercourfe between us be difeontinued. It is in a 
manner incumbent on the Europeans to pay them 
occafional vifits (once in three or four years) to fupply 
them with thofe articles, which we, by introducing, 
have given them a prediledion for. The want of 
fuch fupplics may be fcverely felt, when it is too late 
to return to their old imperfed: contrivances, which 
they have now difearded, and defpife. When the iron 
tools with which w’c furniflied them are w^orn out, their 
own will be almoll forgotten. A flone hatchet is now as 
(Treat a curiofity among them, as an iron one was feven 
or eight years ago; and a chilfel made of bone, or 
(lone, is no where to be feen. Spike nails have been 
fubftituted in the room of the latter articles, and they 
arc weak enough to imagine that their llore of them is 
inexhauftiblc, for they are no longer fought after. 
Knives happened, at this time, to be in high efti- 
mation at Ulietca; and axes and hatchets beye un¬ 
rivalled fway at all the iflands. Refpeding articles 
merely ornamental, thefe iflanders are as capricious as 
the mofi polifhed European nations; for an article 
which maybe prized to-day will be rcje 61 ed to-morrow, 
as fafliion ©r w'him may alter. But our iron imple¬ 
ments are fo evidently ufeful, that they mu ft continue 
to be high in their eftimation. I’hcy would indeed 
be miferable, if they fliould ceafe to receive fupplies of 
what appears necellary to their comfortable exiflence, 
as they are deftirute of the materials, and ignorant of 
the art of fabricating them. . 

Much has already been related refpeding Otaheite; 
which though not comprehended in the number of 
what we have denominated the Society Iflands, yet, 
being inhabited by the fame race of men, agreeing in 
the fame leading features of charader and manners, it 
was fortunate that w'e happened to difeover this prin¬ 
cipal ifland before the others, as the hofpitable recep¬ 
tion we there met with, led us to make it the principal 
place of refort, in our fucceflive voyages to this part of 
the Pacific Ocean. By our repeated vifits, w e have 
had better opportunity of knowing fomething about 
it and its inhabitants, than about the other fimilar, but 
Icfs confidcrable iflands in its vicinity. Of thefe latter, 
however, we have feen enough to fatisfy us, that all 
wc have obferved of Otaheite may, with trifling alte- 
taiions, be applied to them. During our continuance 
at thefe iflands, wc lofl no opportunity of making 
aftronomical and nautical obfervations. At Otaheite 
and Ulietea we particularly remarked the tide, with a 
view of afeertaining its grandefl: rife at the forrher 
place. Alfo, by the mean of 145 fets of obfervations, 
wc determined the latitude and longitude of the three 
following places. 

^tavai Point, at Otaheite 17® 29' 15" S. lat. 210* 22' 28" E.lon, 

^Mrrcharbour,atHuaheine 16 42 4j-208 52 24 

^bamanenQ ditto, at Ulietca 16 45 30———208 25 22 

It may be thought by fomc, the ifland of Otaheite 
has been already and fo often accurately deferibed, 

? j nianners, cuftoms, and ways of living of the 
inhabitants, fo amply enlarged upon, in our hiflory of 
ormer voyages, that little remains to be added : but, 
here are ftill, however, many parts of the domeftic, 
poliucal, and religious inflitutions of the natives, which, 
j^er all our vifits to them, are but imperfedly undcr- 
; and wc doubt not, but that the following 
J^arks, for which we are indebted to the ingenious 
i and which may be confidcred as finifh- 

g flrokes to a picture, the outlines of which have 
given, will be liighly acceptable to our 


numcious fiicnds and fubferibers, who, by their kind 
ouiagcmcnt of this work, have given the ftrongcfl: 
tcflimony in its favour. ^ 

A j obferved of Otaheite (fays Mr; 

nc c jn the accounts of the fucceflive voyages of 
Captain Wa lis, M. de Bougainville, and C^l^ptain 
00 ’, It would, at firfl fight; feem fuperfluous to add 
any thing; as it might be fuppofed, that little could 
now be produced, hut a repetition of what has been 
re ated before. I am, however, far from being of that 
opinion; and will venture to aflirm, that, though a 
very accurate defeription of the country, and of the 
molt obvious cuftoms of its inhabitants, has been al- 
ijady given, cfpecially by Captain Cook, yet much 
Itill remains untouched ; that in fome inftances, mif- 
takes have been made, which later and repeated 
bbfci vations have been able to redlify ; and that, even 
nenv, we are ftrangers to many of the moft important 
inftitutions that prevail among thefe people. The 
truth is, our vifits, though frequent, have been but 
tranftent: many of us had no inclination to make en¬ 
quiries ; more were unable to diredt tlie enquiries pro¬ 
pel lyj and we ail laboured, though not to the fame 
degicc, under the difadvantages attendii.gan impcrfcdl 
knowledge of the language of thofe, from w'hom alone 
we could receive any information. The Spaniards 
had it more in their power to furmount this bar to in- 
flriidlion; fbmc of them having refided at Otaheiie 
much longer than any other European vifitors; by 
which fuperior advantage, they could not but have had 
an oppoitiihity of obtaining the fulleft information on 
moft fubjedts relating to this ifland ; their account of 
it w'ould, probably, convey more authentic and accu - 
rate intelligence, than, with our bell endeavours, any 
of us could poflibly obtain. But, as I look upon it to 
be very uncertain, if not very unlikely, that wc fliould 
ever have any communication flom that quarter, I 
have here put together what additional intelligence 
about Otaheite, and its neighbouring iflands, I was able 
to procure, either from Omai, while on board the Re- 
folution, or by converflng with the other natives,- 
while we had any intercourfe, and were converiant 
with them. 


“ The wind; fof the greateft part of the year, blow s 
from between the E. S. E. and E. N. E. This is the 
true trade wind, or what the natives call maarace; and 
it fometimes blows with confiderable force. When 
this happens, the weather is often cloudy, with fhovvers 
of rain; but when the wind is more moderate, it is 
clear, fettled, and fcrcile. Should the wind veer farther 
to the fouthward, and become S. E. or S. S. E. it then 
blows more gently, with a fmooth fea, and is called 
maoai. In thefe months, when the fun is nearly 
vertical, that is in December and January, the wunds 
and weather are both very variable; but it frequently 
blows from W. N. W. or N. W. This wind, called 
Toerou, is generally attended by dark, cloudy weather, 
and frequently by rain. It fometimes blows ftrong, 
though generally moderate; but feldom lafts longer 
than fix days without interruption; and is the only 
wind in which the people of the iflands to leeward 
come to this, in their canoes. If it happens to be; 
ftill more northerly, it blows wdth lefs ftrength, and is 
called Era-potaia; which they fay is the wife of 
Toerou, who, according to their mythology, is a male. 
The wind from the S. W. and W. S. W. is ftill more 
frequent than the former, and though, in general^ 
gentle, and interrupted by calms, or breezes from 
the eaftward, yet it fometimes blows in brifk fqualls^ 
The weather attending it is commonly dark, cloudy,- 
and rainy, with a clofc hot air; and accompanied by a 
great deal of thunder and lightning. It is called Etoa^ 
and often fucceeds the Toerou; as docs alfo the Faroon^ 
which is ftill more fouthcrly; and,- from its violence/ 
blows down houfes and trees, efpccially the cocao- 
jpalms, from their lofcinefs ; but it is of ftiort duration,- 
The natives feem not to have a very accurate know-^ 
ledge Of thefe changes, and yet pretend to have drawn 
fomc general concluftons from their efteds ; for w’hen 
the fca has a hollow found/ and daftics ftowly of:i che^ 
6 N reef. 
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reef, they fay it portends good weather; but if it has a 
fliarp found, and the waves fuccecd each other faft, 
that the reverfc will happen; 

** There is, perhaps, fcarccly a fpot in the univerrc,that 
jifFords a more luxuriant profpedf than the S. E. part of 
the iiland of Otaheite. The hills arc high and rteep, 
and in many places, craggy: but they arc covered to the 
very fummits, with trees and flirubs, fo that a fpciftator 
cannot help thinking, that the very rocks poflefs the 
property of producing and fupporting their verdant 
clothing. The flat land which bounds thofe hills to¬ 
ward the fca, and the interjacent valleys alfo, teem with 
various produ(5lions that grow with the moft exuberant 
vigour; and, at once, fill the mind of the beholder 
with the idea, that no place on the earth can excel this, 
in the firength and beauty of vegetation. Nature has 
been no lefs liberal in diftributing rivulets, which arc 
found in every valley; and as they approach the fea, 
often divide into two or three branches, fertilizing the 
flat lands through which they run. The habitations of 
the natives are feattered without order, upon thefe 
flats; and many of them appearing toward the fliore, 
prefented a delightful feene, viewed from our fliips; 
cfpecially as the fca, within the reef, w'hich bounds the 
coafl, is perfectly fiill, and aflbrds a fafe navigation, at 
all times, for the inhabitants, who are often feen pad¬ 
dling in their canoes indolently along, in pafling from 
place to place, or in going to fifli. On viewing thefe 
delightful feenes, I have often regretted my inability to 
tranfmit to thofe who have had no opportunity of fee¬ 
ing them, fuch a defeription as might, in fomc mea- 
fure, convey an impreflion fimilar to what mufl: be felt 
by every one, who has been fortunate enough to be on 
the fpot. 

it is, doubtlefs, the natural fertility of the country, 
combined with the mildnefsand ferenity of the climate, 
that renders the natives fo carelefs in their cultivation, 
that, in many places, though abounding with therichefl: 
produdlions, the fmalleft traces of it cannot be obferved. 
The cloth-plant which is raifed from feeds brought from 
the mountains, and the ava, or intoxicating pepper, 
which they defend from the fun when very young, by 
covering them w ith the leaves of the bread-fruit-tree, 
arc almoft the only things to which they feem to pay any 
attention; and thefe they keep very clean. I have inquired 
very carefully into their manner of cultivating the 
bread-fruit-tree; but was always anfwercd, that they 
never planted it. This, indeed, mufl be evident to 
every one who will examine the places where the young 
trees come up. It will be always obferved, that they 
fpring from the roots of the old ones; which run near 
the furface of the ground: fo that the bread-fruit-trccs 
may be reckoned thofe that would naturally cover the 
plains, fuppofing that the ifland was not inhabited, in 
the fame manner that the white-barked-trees, found at 
Van Diemen’s Land, conflitute the forefls there. And 
from this w^e may obferve, that an inhabitant of Ota- 
heite, inftead of being obliged to plant his bread, will 
rather be under a ncceflity of preventing its progrefs; 
which, 1 fuppofe, is fometimes done, to give room for 
trees of another fort, to afford him a variety in his food. 
The chief of thefe are the cocoa-nut and plantain; the 
firft of which can give no trouble, after it has raifed it- 
felf a foot or two above the ground; but the plantain 
requires a little more care: for after it is planted, it 
fhoots up, and, in about three months, begins to bear 
fruit; during which time it gives young flioots, wLich 
fupply a fucceffion of fruit; for the old flocks are cut 
down as the fruit is taken off. The produd:s of the 
ifland, however, are not fo remarkable for their variety, 
as great abundance; and curiofities of any kind are not 
numerous. Among thefe we may reckon a pond or 
lake of frefli water, at the top of one of the higheft 
mountains, to go to, and r€;turn from which, takes three 
or four days. It is remarkable for its depth; and has 
eels of an enormous fize in it; which are fometimes 
caught by the natives, w'ho go upon this water in little 
floats of two or three wild plantain-trees faftened toge¬ 
ther. This is efteemed one of the greateft natural cu- 
riofitics of thecoyntry; Uifomuch, that travellers, who 
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come from the other iflands. are com™„ i 
among the firft queftions. by their friends iTll 
turn, if they have feen it? There is alfo a foi f'“' 
of which there is only one fmall nonH 
as far diftant as the lake, and to appearance 
with a yellow fediment at the bottom • hut it 
tafte: and proves fatal to thofe who drink sn„ ^ H 
of it. or makes them break out into blotched ^'r 
bathe in it. ^ they 

•• Nothing made a ftronger imprcmon.atfirllMt on 
ourarnval here, than the contraft between tl,. u ? 
make and dark colour of the people of Tnn^ u ^ 
and a fort of delicacy and whitenefs, wh ch dS^' 
the inhabitants of Otaheite. It was even fom^''^ 
before that difference could preponderate in favour^ 
the Otaheiteans; and then only, perhaps, becaufeu. 
became accuftomed to them, the marks which rccom 
mended the others began to be forgotten Their wo 
men, however, ftruck us as fuperior in every refpea: 

and as poflefling all thofe delicate charaderiftics which 

diflinguifli them from the other fex in many countries 
The beard, which the men here wear long, and thehaiJ 
which IS not cut fo fliort, as is the falhion at Tonffata- 
boo, made alfo a great difference; and we could not 
help thinking, that, on every occafion, they ffewed a 
greater degree of timidity and ficklcnefs. The mufi 
cular appearance, fo common among the Friendly 
Iflandcrs, and which feems a confequcncc of their be¬ 
ing accuflomed to much adion, islofl here, w here the 
fuperior fertility of their country enables the inhabit¬ 
ants to lead a more indolent life; and its place is fup- 
plied by a plumpncfs and fmoothncfsof thefkin; which, 
though, perhaps, more confonant with our ideas of 
beauty, is no real advantage; as it feems to be attended 
with a kind of langour in all their motions, notobferv- 
able in the others. This remark is fully verified, in 
their boxing and wreftling, which may be called little 
better than the feeble efforts of children, if cpmparcd 
to the vigour with which they are perfonned at the 
Friendly Iflands. 

“ Among thefe people perfonal endowments are in 
great efleem, and they have recourfe to fcveral methods 
of improving them, according to their notions of 
beauty. It is a pradice, in particular, efpccially among 
the Erreoes, or unmarried men of fome conrcquencc, 
to undergo a kind of phyfical operation to render them 
fair. This is done by remaining a month or two in 
the houfc; during w hich time they wear a quantity of 
clothes,cat nothing but bread-fruit, to which theyaferibe 
a remarkable property in whitening them. They alfo 
fpcak, as if their corpulence and colour, at other times, 
depended on their food, as they are obliged, fmm the 
change of fcafons, to ufe different forts at difterenc 
times. Their common diet is made up of, at lead, nine 
tenths of vegetable food; and I believe, more parti¬ 
cularly, the Mahce, or fermented bread-fruit, which is 
a part of a)moft every meal, has a remarkable effeff 
on them, preventing a coftive habit, and producing a 
very fcnfible coolnefs about them, which could not be 
perceived in us who fed on animal food, and it is, per¬ 
haps, owing to this temperate courfe of life, that they 
have fo few difeafes among them. They reckon onlv 
fjve or fix, which might be called chronic, or national 
difordets; among which arc the dropfy, and thefefai, or 
indolent fw'ellings, frequent at 'I'ongataboo. But this w^ 
before the arrival of the Europeans; for we have added 
to this fliort catalogue a difeafe which abundantly fup- 
plies the place of all others, and is now almoft univ^* 
fal. For this they feem to have no effcAual reme }. 
The priefls, indeed, give them a medley ol 
but they own that it never cures them. And y^> ^ 
allow that, in a few cafes, nature, without the 
of a phyfician, exterminates the poifon of this a 
diforder, and a perfed: recovery is produced. 

“ Their behaviour,on all occafions, feeios 
great opennefs, and generolity of dilpofition. 
indeed, who, as their countryman, fliouliDie j|'PP^^j^ 
rather willing to conceal any of their defects, 
faid, that they are fometimes cruel in the 
their enemies. Accorduig to his account they t 
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them very deliberately ; at one time tearing out fmall 
nieces of deili from different parts; at another taking 
Ltthceyes; then cutting off thenofe; and laffly, kill- 
hiffthem by ripping up the belly. But this only hap- 
ncmon particular occafions. If cheerfulnefs argues a 
Lnfeious innocence, one would fuppofe that their life 
isfeldom fullied with crimes. This, however, I rather 
impuce to their feelings, which, though lively, feem in 
no cafe permanent; for I never faw them in any mis¬ 
fortune, labour under the appearance of anxiety, after 
the critical moment was paff. Neither docs care ever 
feem to wrinkle their brow. On the contraiy% even the 
approach of death does not appear to alter their ufual 
vivacity. I have feen them w hen brought to the brink 
of the grave by difeafe, and when preparing to go to 
battle; but, in neither cafe, ever obferved their coun- 
lenaiKcs over clouded with melancholy or ferious re- 
fleihon. Such a difpofition leads them to direeff: all 
their aims only to what can give them pleafure and cafe. 
Their amufements all tend to excite and continue amor¬ 
ous paffions, and their fongs, of which they are immo¬ 
derately fond, anfwer the fame purpofe. But as a con- 
llant fucceffion of fenfual enjoyments mufl cloy, we 
found they frequently varied them to more refined fub- 
jeds, and had much pleafure in chanting their triumphs 
in war, and their occupations in peace,* their travels to 
other iflands, and adventures there; and the peculiar 
beauties, and fuperior advantages of their own ifland 
over the reff, or of different parts of it over other lefs 
favourite diffriiff s. This marks their great delight in 
mufic; and though they rather cXprelTcd a diflike to our 
complicated compofitions, yet were they always de¬ 
lighted with the more mdodious founds produced 
linglyo'n our inftruments, as approaching nearer to the 
limpiicity of their own. Neither are they ffrangers to 
the foothingeffeds produced by particular forts of mo¬ 
tion, which, in fome cafes, feem to allay any perturba¬ 
tion of mind, with as much fuccefs as mufic. Of this 
Imct with a remarkable inffance: for walking, one 
day,about Matavai point, where our tents were credled, 

I faw’ a man paddling, in a fmall canoe, fo quickly, and 
looking about him with fuch eagernefs on each fide, as 
to command all my attention. At firff, I imagined 
that he had ftolen fomething from one of the fliips, 
and was purfued; but, on w’aiting patiently, faw him 
repeat his amufement. He went out from the ffiorc, 
till he w^as near the place w'hcrc the fwell begins to take 
its rifc; and, watching its firff motion very attentively, 
paddled before it, with great quicknefs, till he found 
that it overtook him, and acquired fufikient force to 
carry his canoe before it, without palling underneath. 
Hethcn fat motionlefs, and w'as carried along at the fame 
f'vift rate as the wave, till it landed him on the beach. 
Then he ftarted out, emptied his canoe, and went in 
fcarch of another fw’cll. I could not help concluding, 
that this man felt the mofi: fupreme pleafure, while he 
driven on, fo faff: andfo fmoothly, by the fca; ef- 
pecially as, though the tents and lliips w-ere fo near, 
he did not feem in the Icafi to envy, or even to take any 
notice of the crowds of his countrymen, collected to 
ytew them as objedls that wTre rare and curious. Dur- 
•ng my ftay two or three of the natives came up, who 
kemed to fiiare his felicity, and always called out, w'hen 
mere was an appearance of a favourable fwell, as he 
fometimes miffed it, by his back being turned, and 
looking about for it. By them 1 underftood, that this 
exercife, w-hich is called ehorooe, was frequent among 
mem; and they have probably more amufements of this 
Joft, which afford them, at leaff, as much pleafure as 
iKaiting. 

” The language of Otaheite, though doubtlefs radi¬ 
cally the fame with that of New Zealand, and the 
ncndlylflcs, is deffitute of that guttural pronuncia- 
of fome confonants, with w'hich thofc latter 
wleas abound. The fpecimens we have already given, 
arefuIBcient to mark wherein the variation chiefly con- 
J s, and to fhew, that, like the manners of the inhabit- 
It has become foft and foothing. During the for- 
I had colledted a copious vocabulary, 
‘ch enabled me the better to compare this dialcdt 


with that of the other iflands; and, during this voyage, 
took every opportunity of improvements by con¬ 
vening with Omiah before we arrived, and by my daily 
intercourfe w'ith the natives, while we now remained 
there. (In our hiffory of Captain CrJok*s former voy- 
age, we have given to the public very copious fpeci¬ 
mens of the language of Otaheite, New iSaland, &c. 
which we flatter ourfelves will be thought fufiicient for 
their information, amufement, and every ufeful pur¬ 
pofe.) ** It abounds with beautiful and figurative expref- 
fions, which were it perfetffly known, would, I make no 
doubt, put it upon a level with many of the languages 
that are moft in effeem for their warm and bold images. 
For inffance; the Otaheiteans exprefs their notions of 
death very emphatically, by faying, ‘‘ That the foul 
goes into darknefs; or rather into night." And if you 
you feem to entertain any doubt, in alking the queffion. 
If fuch a perfon is their mother.^" they immediately 
reply, with furprize, ** Yes, the mother that bore me." 
They have one exprcffion, that correfponds exadlly 
with the phrafcology of the feriptures, where W'e read 
of the ** yearning of the bowels.” They ufeit on all 
occaffons, when the paffions give them uneafinefs; as 
they conftantly refer pain from grief, anxious defirc, 
and other affedlions, to the bowels, as its feat; where 
tliey fuppofe all the operations of the mind are per¬ 
formed. Their language is fo copious, that for the 
bread-fruit alone, in its different ffates, they have above 
twenty names; as many for the taro root; and about 
ten for the cocoa-nut. Add to this, that befides the 
common dialed, they often cxpoftulate, in a kind of 
llanza, or recitative, which is anfwcred in the fame 
manner. 

Their arts are few andfimple; yet, if we may crifdit 
them,' they perform cures in furgery, which our exten- 
five knowledge in that branch has not, as yet, enabled 
us to imitate. Infimplefradurcs,they bind them up with 
fplents; but if part of the fubffance of the bone be loft, 
they infert a piece of wood between the fradured ends, 
made hollow like the deficient part. In five or fix days, 
the rapaoo, or furgeon, infpeds the wound, and finds the 
wood partly covered with the growing flcffi. In as many 
more days, it is generally entirely covered; after which, 
when the patient has acquired fome ffrength, he bathes 
in the water, and recovers. We know that wounds will 
heal over leaden bullets ; and fometimes, though rarely, 
over other extraneous bodies. But what makes me en¬ 
tertain fome doubt of the truth of fo extraordinar}' fkill, 
as in the above-mentioned inffance, is, that in other 
cafes that fell under my own obfervation, they are far 
from being fo dextrous. I have feen the flump of an 
arm, which was taken off, after being lliattered by a fall 
from a tree, that bore no marks of flcilful operation, 
though fome allowance be made for their defedlive in- 
flruments: and I met with a man going about with a 
diflocated fliouldcr, fome months after the accident, 
from their being ignorant of the method to reduce it; 
thdligh this be conlidered as one of the fimplefl opera¬ 
tions of our furgery. They know frddlures or luxations 
of the fpine arc mortal, but not fradlures of the fkull; 
and they like wife know, from experience, in what paix 
of the body wounds prove fatal. They have fometimes 
pointed out thofe inflidled by fpears, which, if made in 
the diredlion they mentioned, would certainly have 
been pronounced deadly by us ; and yet thefc people 
would have recovered. Their phyfical knowledge feems 
more confined, and that, probably, becaufc their dif- 
eafes are fewer than their accidents. The priefts, how¬ 
ever, adminiffer the juices of the herbs in fome cafes; 
and women who are troubled with after-pains, or other 
diforders, the confequences of child-bearing, ufe a re¬ 
medy which one would think needlefsin a hot country. 
They firff heat ffones, as when they bake their food; 
then they lay a thick cloth over them, upon which is 
put a quantity of a fmall plant of the muffard kind; 
and thefe are covered with another cloth. Upon this 
they feat themfelves, and fwcat plentifully to obtain a 
cure. They have no emetic medicine. 

“ Notwithffanding the extreme fertility of the ifland, 

I a famine frequently happens, in which, it is faid, many 

, perifh. 
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perifli. Whether this be owing to the failure of fome 
fcafons, to over population, which rnuft fometimes al- 
moll nccefBirily happen, or to wars, I have not been 
able to determine; though the truth of the fa-fl may 
fairly be inferreed, from the great oeconomy that they 
obferve with refped: to their food, even when there is 
plenty. In times of fcarcity, after their bread-fruit 
and yams are confumed, they have rccourfe to various 
roots which grow, without cultivation, upon the moun- 
taias. The patarra, which is found in vaft quantities, 
is what they ufe firft. It is not unlike a very large po- 
tatoe or yam, and good when in its growing ftate; but, 
1^'hen old, is full of hard ftringy fibres. They then eat 
two other roots; one not unlike the taro; and lafily, 
the ehoee. This is of tw’o forts; one of them pofief- 
fing deleterious qualities, which obliges them to flice 
and macerate it in water, a night before they bake and 
eat it. In this refpe'fl: it refembles the cafiava root of the 
Weft-Indies; but it forms a very infipid, moift pafte, in 
the manner they drefs it. However, I have feen them eat 
it at times when no fuch fcarcity reigned. Both this 
and the patarra arc creeping plants; the laft, with ter- 
nate leaves. Of animal food, a very fmall portion falls, 
at any time, to the ftiare of the lower clafs of people; 
and then it is either fifli, fea-eggs, or other marine pro- 
dudlions; for they fcldom or ever eat pork. The cree 
de hoi, (as Mr. Anderfon calls the king, but which 
word Captain Cook writes cree rahie) is, alone, able to 
furnilh pork every day; and inferior chiefs, according 
to their riches, once a wei k, fortnight, or month. 
Sometimes they arc not even allowed that; for, when 
the ifland is impoveriflied by war, or other caufes, the 
chief prohibits his fubjeifts to kill any hogs; and this 
prohibition, we are told, is in force, ibVnctimes, for fe- 
veral months, or even for a year or two. During that 
conftraint, the hogs multiply fo faft, that there are in- 
ftances of their changing their domcftic ftate, and turn¬ 
ing wild. When it is thought proper to take off the 
prohibition, all the chiefs affcmble at the king's place of 
abode; and each brings with him a prefent of hogs. 
The king then orders home of them to be killed, on 
which they feaft; and, after that, every one returns 
home w'ith liberty to kill w hat he pleafes for his own 
ufe. Such a prohibition was actually in force, on our 
laft arrival here; at leaft, in all thofe diftrids of the 
ifland that are immediately under the diredion of 
Otoo. And, left it fhould have prevented our going to 
Matavai, after leaving Oheitepeha, he fent a meffage to 
affure us, that it fliould be taken offj as foon as the 
Ihips arrived there. With refped to us, we found it 
fo; but we made fuch a confumption of them, that, I 
have no doubt of it, it would be laid on again, as foon 
as we failed. A fimilar prohibition is alfo, fometimes, 
extended to fowls. It is alfo among the better fort, 
that the ava is chiefly ufed. But this beverage is pre¬ 
pared fomew'hat differently from that which we faw fo 
much of at the Friendly Iflands: for they pour a very 
fmall quantity of water upon the root here; and fome¬ 
times roaft, and bake, and bruife the ftalks, without 
chewing it previoufly to its infufion. They alfo ufe 
the leaves of the plant here, which are bruircd,and wa¬ 
ter poured upon them, as upon the root. Large com¬ 
panies do not affemble to drink it, in that fociable w'ay 
which is praCtifed at 'fongataboo. But its pernicious 
eft'eds arc more obviobs here; perhaps, owing to the 
manner of preparing it; as we often faw inftances of 
its intoxicating, or rather ftupifying powers. Some of 
us, who had been at thefe iflands before, were furprized 
to find many people, wdio w hen we faw' them laft, were 
remarkable fur their fize and corpulency, now almoft 
reduced to Ikcletons, and, upon enquiring into the 
caufe of this alteration, it was univerfally allowed to 
be the ufe of the ava. The (kins of thefe people were 
rough, dry, and covered with fcales, which, they fay, 
every now and then fall off and their (kin is, as it were, 
renewed. As an excufe for a pradicc fo deft nidi ve, 
they allcdge, that it is adopted to prevent their grow¬ 
ing too fat; but it evidently enervates them; and, in 
all probability fliortens their days. As its effeds had 
not been ib vifiblc, during our former vifits, it is not 
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unlikely, that this article of luxury had never K. 
much abufed as at this time. If jr ronri, 
faftionable, it bids fair to deftroy great 

The times of eating, at Otaheite, arc very f^n 
Their firft meai, (or rather, as it may be calleH^^u"'’ 
laft, as they go to fieep after it, is about two o'eWt 
the morning; and the next is at eight. At eleven I"* 
dine; and again, as Omiah cxprcired it, at two La'*' 
five; and fup at eight. In this article of Cm! 
life, they have adopted fome cuftoms that are cxccIh 
ing whimfical. The women, for inftance have nnr 
only the mortification of being obliged to eatbvLhct^ 
felvcs, and in a difterent part of the houfc from 
men; bur, by a ftrangc kind of policy, arc cxdudS 
from a (hare of moft of the better forts of food Thev 
are not permitted to rafte turtle, nor fi(h of the tunm^ 
kind, which is much eftcemed; nor fome particular 
forts of the beft plantains; and it is very foldom that 
even rhofe of the fir(I rank eat pork. The children of 
each fex alfo eat apart; and the women, generally 
ferve up their own viduals; for they would certainly 
ftarve, before any grown man would do them fuch a 
fcrvice. In this, as well as in fome other cuftoms re¬ 
lative to their eating, there is a myfterious conducl; 
which we could never thoroughly comprehend. When 
wc enquired into the rcafons of it, wc could get no 
other anfwer, but that it is right and necefTary it fliould 
be fo. In other cuftoms, rclpcding the females, there 
Teems to be no obfeurity; crpccially as to their con¬ 
nexions with the men. If a young man and woman, 
from mutual choice, cohabit, the man gives the fathcrof 
the girl fuch things as arc nccclfary in common life, as 
hogs, cloth, and canoes, in proportion to the time they 
are together, and if he thinks that he has not been 
fufficiently paid for his daughter, he makes no fcrupleof 
forcing her to leave her friend, and to cohabit with ano¬ 
ther perfon who may be more liberal. The man, on 
his part, is always at liberty to make a new choice; but 
fliould his con fort become pregnant, he may kill the' 
child; and after that, either continue his connexion 
with the mother, or leave her. But if he fliould adopt 
the child, and fuffer it to live, the parties are then con- 
fidered as in the married ftate, and they commonly live 
together ever after. However, it is thought no crime 
in the man to join a more youthful partner to his firft 
wife, and to live with both. Their cuflom of chang¬ 
ing their connexions is, however, much morcgencrU 
than this laft; and it is a thing fo common, that they 
fpeak of it with great indiftercnce. The erreoes arc 
only thofe of the better fort, who, from their ficklencfs, 
and their poffeffing the means of purchafing frefli con¬ 
nexions, arc conftantly roaming about; and, from hav¬ 
ing no particular attachment, feldom adopt the more 
fettled method mentioned above. And fo agreeable is 
this licentious manner of life to their difpolition, th^ 
the moft beautiful of both fexes thus commonly fpcn« 
their youthful days, habituated to the praXice of enor¬ 
mities, which would difgrace the moft fava^ tribes; 
but are peculiarly fliocking among a people whole ge¬ 
neral character, in other refpeXs, has evident ® 
the prevalence of humane and tender feelings. ' 
an erreoe w'oman is delivered of a child, a 
cloth dipped in water, is applied to the mout 
nofe, which fuftbeates it. As in fuch a r. 

men muft contribute a very large fliare of its ‘^^PP‘. 
it is rather furprifing, befides the humiliating rc 
they are laid under with regard to food, to . 
often treated with a degree of harflinefs, or rat 
tality, which one would fcarccly fuppole a man 
beftow, on an objeX for w hom he had the ka ^ 
tion. Nothing, how'cver, is more common, t la 
the men beat them without mercy ; and unlc )> ^ 

ment is the efteX of jealoufy, which bothlexes, 
pretend to be fometimes infeXed with, k''J . gj. 
cult to account for it. It will be lels dim 
mit this as the motive, as 1 have feen jn- 

where the women have preferred pcrfoDai ‘ 
tereft; though I muft ow'n, that even in the -pJcni-S 
feem fcarcely fufccptible of thole delicate 
that are the refult of mutual afleXion; an , 
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that there is Icfs platonic love in Otaheitc, chan in any 
other country. 

*« Their religious fyftcm is cxtenfivc, and, in many 
inftances, fingular; bur few of the common people have 
pcrfct^l: knowledge of it; that being confined chiefly 
to their priefls, who are pretty numerous. They do 
not Teem to pay.refpe< 5 l to one god as pofTefling pre¬ 
eminence; but believe in a plurality of divinities, who 
are all very powerful; and, in this cafe, as dilfcrent 
parts of the ifland, and the other iflands in the neigh- 
^nrhood, have dilfcrent ones, the inhabitants of each, 
no doubt, think that they have chofen the molt emi¬ 
nent, or, at leafl, one who is invefted with power fuffi- 
cientto protect them, and to fupply all their wants. If 
he fliould not anfwer their expectations, they think it no 
impiety to change; as has very lately happened at 
Tiaraboo, where, in the room of two divinities for¬ 
merly honoured, Olla, god of Bolabola, has been adopted, 
I fl;Ould fuppofc, becaufc he is the protestor of a peo¬ 
ple who have been victorious in war; and as, fince they 
have made this change, they have been very fuccefsful 
themfelves againlt the inhabitants of Otaheite-nooe, 
they impute it entirely to Olla, who, as they literally fay, 
fights their battles. Their afliduity in ferving their 
gods is remarkably confpicuous. Not only the whattas, 
or offering places of the morais, are commonly loaded 
with fruits and anirpals; but there are few houfes where 
you do not meet with a fmall place of the fame fort near 
them. Many of them arc fo rigidly fcrupulous, that 
they will not begin a meal, without firfl: laying alide a 
inorfel for theeatooa; and we had an opportunity dur¬ 
ing this voyage, of feeing their fuperflicious zeal carried 
to a pernicious height, in the inftance of human facri- 
fices, the occafions of offering which, I doubt, arc too 
frequent. Perhaps, they have rccourfc to them when 
misfortunes occur; for they afked, if one of our men, 
who happened to be confined, when wc were detained 
by a contrary wind, was taboo? Their prayers are alfb 
very frequent, which they chant, much after the man¬ 
ner of the fongs in their fcllive entertainments. And 
the women, as in other cafes, arc alfo obliged to Ihew 
their inferiority in religious obfervances; for it is re¬ 
quired of them, that they fhould partly uncover them- 
/clves, as they pafs the morais; or rake a confiderable 
circuit to avoid them. Though they have no notion, 
that their god mufl: always be conferring benefits, with¬ 
out fometimes forgetting them, or fufl'erihg evil to bc- 
fal them, they feem to regard this Icfs than the attempts 
of fome more inaufpicious being to hurt them. They 
tell us, that etee is an evil fpirit, w ho fometimes does 
us niifehief, and to w'hom, as well as to their good 
being, they make offerings. But the mifehiefs they ap¬ 
prehend from any fuperior invifible agents, are con¬ 
fined to things merely temporal. They believe the 
foul to be both immaterial and immortal. They fay, 
that it keeps fluttering about the lips during the pangs 
of death; and that then it afeends, and mixes with, or, 
as they exprefs it, is eaten by the deity. In this ftatc it 
remains for fome time; after which, it departs to a 
certain place deftined for the reception of the fouls of 
^cri, where it exifts in eternal night; or, as they fome- 
tirnes fay in twilight, or dawn. They have no idea of 
permanent punifliment after death, for crimes they 
have committed on earth; for the fouls of good and 
bad men are eat indifcriminatcly by the deity; but they 
certainly confider this coalition wdth him as a kind of 
purification neceffary to be undergone, before they en- 
|er into a ftate of blifs; for according to their doctrine, 

” a man refrain from all connecStion with women fome 
*uonths before death, he pafles immediately into his 
*^crnal manflon, without (uch a previous union, as if 
ready, by this abftinencc, he were pure enough to be 
exempted from the general lot. They are, however, 

^ from entertaining fuch fublimc conceptions of hap- 
PJuefs, which our religion, arid, indeed, rcafon, gives us 
^xpedt hereafter. The only great privilege 
ey feem to think they lhall acquire by death, is im- 
^rtality, for they fpeak of fpirirs being, in fome mea- 
not totally divefted of thofe pafllons which adtu- 
^0. 63. 
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when combined with material vehicles. 

Ihus if fouls, w ho w’crc formally enemies, fliould meet, 
they have many conHidts; though itflKJuld feern, to no 
purpofc, as they arc accounted invulnerable in this invi- 
liblc flate. Ihere is a fimilar rcafoning with regard to a 
man and his wife when they meet. It the hufband 
dies firfl’, the foul of his wife is known to him on iis 
arrival in the land of fpirits. They refumc their for¬ 
mer acquaintance in a fpacious houfc, called tourooa, 
w here the Ibuls of the deceafed aflcmble to recreate 
themfelves with the gods. She then retires with him 
to his feparate habitation, where they remain for ever, 
and have an oflspring, which, how ever, is entirely fpi- 
ritual, as they are neither married, nor are their em¬ 
braces fuppofed to be the fame as with corporeal be¬ 
ings. Some of their notions about the deity, are ex¬ 
travagantly abfurd. They believe, that he is fubjcct to 
the power of thofe very fpirits to w'hom he has given 
cxiflencc; and that, in their turn, they frequently cat 
or devour him, though he poflefs the power of recreat¬ 
ing himfelf. They, doubtlefs, ufe this mode of cx- 
prefTion, as they feem incapable of converfing about 
immaterial things, without conflantly referring to ma¬ 
terial objedls to convey their meaning. And in this 
manner they continue the account, by faying, that, in 
the Tourooa, the deity enquires, if they intend, or nor, 
to deflroy him? And that he is not able to alter their 
determination. This is known to the inhabitants on 
earth, as well as to the fpirits; for when the moon is in 
its wane, it is faid, that they are then devouring their 
eatooa; and char, as it increafes,. he is renewing himfclf. 
And to this accident, not only the inferior, but the mofl 
eminent gods arc liable. They alfo believe, that there 
are other places for the reception of fouls after death. 
Thus, thofe who are drowned in the fea, remain there; 
where they think that there is a fine country, houfes, 
and every thing that can make them happy. But w'hac 
is more lingular, they maintain, that not only all other 
animals, but trees, fruit, and even ftones, have fouls, 
which at death, or upon being confumed, or broken, 
afeend to the divinity, wdth whom they firfl mix, and 
afterwards pafs into the manfion allotted to each. They 
imagine, that their pundtual performance of religious 
offices procures them every temporal blefling. And as 
they believe, that the animating and powerful influ¬ 
ence of the deity is every where diftufed, it is no won¬ 
der that they join to this many fuperftitioua opinions 
about its operations. Accordingly, they believe that fud- 
den deaths, and all other accidents, are efleded by the 
immediate adlion of fome divinity. If a man only 
flumbic againfl a flone. and hurt his toe, they impute it 
to an eatooa; fo that they may be literally faid, agreeable 
to their fyflem, to tread on enchanted ground. They 
are flartlcd, in the night, on approaching a toopapoo, 
where the dead are expofed, in the fame manner that 
many of our ignorant and fuperftitious people are with 
the apprehcnfions of ghofts, and at the fight of a church 
yard; and they have an equal confidence in dreams, 
which they fuppofe to be communications cither from 
their god, or from the fpirits of their departed friends, 
enabling thofe favoured with them to foretell future 
events; but this kind of knowledge is confined to par¬ 
ticular people. Omiah pretended to have this gift. He 
told us, that the foul of his father had intimated to him 
in a dream, on the 26th of July, 1776, that he fliould 
go on fliore, at fome place, within three days; but he 
was unfortunate in this firfl attempt to perfuade us that 
he was a prophet; for it was the ifl of Auguft before 
wc got into TenerifFe. Among them, however, the 
dreamers poflefs a reputation little inferior to that of 
their infpired priefls and prieflefTes, whofe predi<5lions 
they implicity believe, and are determined by then; in 
all undertakings of confequence. The prieftefs who 
perfliaded Opoony to invade Uiietea, is much refpedled 
by him; and he never goes to war without confuhing 
her. They alfo, in fome degree, maintrPin our old doc¬ 
trine of planetary influence; at leafl, they are fometimes 
regulated, in their public counfcis, by certain appear¬ 
ances of the moon; particularly when lying horizon- 
6 O tally. 
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tally, or much inclined on the convex part, on i^s lirll^ 

appearance after the change, they are encouraged to en¬ 
gage in war, with confidcriccof fuccefs. 

" They have tratheions concerning the creation, which, 
as might becxpc( 5 ted, are complex, and clouded with 
obfeurity. They fay, that a godjefs having a lump or 
mafs of earth fufpended in a cord, gave it a fwing, and 
fcattered about pieces of land, thus creating Otaheite 
and the neighbouring illands. They have alfo no¬ 
tions of a univerfal creation, and of lands, of which 
they have now no other knowledge than w hat is men¬ 
tioned in their traditions. Their mofl: remote account 
reaches to Tatooma and lapuppa, male and female 
floncs or rocks, who fupport the mafs of land and wa¬ 
ter, or our globe underneath. Thefe produced I’otorro, 
who was killed, and divided into land; and, after him, 
Otaia and Oroo were begotten, who afterward were 
marriedj and produced firfl: land, and then a race of 
gods. Otaia is killed, and Oroo marries a god, her 
fon, called Teorraha, whom llic orders to create more 
land, the animals, and all forts of food, found upon 
the earth; as alfo the Iky, which is fupported by men 
called Teeferei. Thefpots obferyed m the moon, are 
fuppofed to be groves of a ^brt of trees which once 
grew in Otaheite, and being deftroyed by fome acci¬ 
dent, their feeds were carried up thither by doves, where 
they now fiourillj. 

" They have alfo many legends, both hiftorical and re¬ 
ligious, one of which, relative to the pradicc of eating 
human flclh, I fliallgive the fubftance of, as a fpecimen 
of their method. A long time fmee, there lived in 
Otaheite tw'o men, called Taheeai; the only name they 
yet have for cannibals. Nohe knew from whence they 
came, or in what manner they arrived at the ifland. 
Their habitation was in the mountains, frqm whence 
they ufed to iffue, and kill many of the natives, whom 
they afterw ards devoured, and, by that means, prevented 
the progrefs of population. Two brothers being de¬ 
termined to rid their country of fuch a formidable 
enemy, ufed a ftratagfem for their deffrudion, w'ith 
fuccefs. Thefe lived farther upward than the Taheeai, 
and in fuch a ficuation, that they could fpeak with them, 
without greatly hazarding their own fafety. They in¬ 
vited them to accept of an entertainment, that fhould 
be provided for them, to which thefe readily confented. 
The brothers then taking fome ftones, heated them, and 
thrufling them into pieces of mahec, dehred one of the 
Taheeai to open his mouth. On which, one of thefe 
pieces was dropped in, and fome water poured down, 
which made a boiling or hifTingnoife, in quenching the 
ftone, and killed him. They intreared the other to do 
the fimc; but he declined it, reprefenting the confe- 
quences of his companion s eating. However they af- 
fured him, that the food was cx'ccllent, and its effects 
only temporary; for that the other would Toon recover. 
His credulity was fuch, that he fwallowed the bait, and 
lhared the fate of the firfl. The natives then cut them 
in pieces, which they buried; and conferred the govern¬ 
ment of the ifland on the brothers, as a reward for deli¬ 
vering them from fuch monfters. 7 'hcir rclidence was 
in the dillrich called WhapancenoO; and to this day 
there remains a bread-fruit-tree, once the property of 
the Tahecais. They had alfo a woman, w ho li ved w ith 
them, and had two teeth of a prodigious fize. After 
they were killed, flic lived at the ifland Otaha, and, when 
dead, was ranked among their deities. She did not cat 
human flefh, as the men; but, from the fizc of her 
teeth, the natives fVill call any animal that has a fierce 
appearance, or is reprefented w ith large tufks, Taheeai. 
Every one mufl allow, that this fiory is juft as natural 
as that of I Icrcules deftroying the Hydra, or the more 
modern one of Jack, the giant killer: nor do I find, 
that there is any moral couched under it, any more 
than under mofl old fables of the fame kind, which 
have been received as truths only (during the preva¬ 
lence of the fanje ignorance that marked the charat^er 
of the ages in which they w'erc invented. It, however, 
has not been improperly introduced, as ferving to ex- 
prefiithc horror and dcteflation entertained hcre,againfl 
iliofe who feed on human flcfli. And, yet, frpm fome 
2 




, 1 Mdvc uecn led to thini- .l 

tivesof thefe ifics were formerly cannihak if 
in^Omiah. hodenied ic ftoud/; 


•. ^ponaflv- 

wnhin his own know ledge, whfch ^ ^ad-- 

an opinion. When thc^p^ple of t 
defeated thofl' of Huaheine, a gr^t „ , ’ k"" 
kinfmen were flam. But one of his relatim K 
terward, an opportunity of revcngin<Thimrflf^"L ’ 
Bolabola men «ere worded in their turn and 
piece out of tlic thigh of one of liis enemies 
and cat it. I have.alfo, frequently confidered the 
ot the pcrlon’s eye, who is facrified, and oftired ! U® 
chief, as a velfige of a cuftom which once 
tded to a greater extent, and is ftiil comincniora /i 
this emblematical ceremony. 

The being inverted «ith the maro, and the prefidind 
at human facrifrees feem to be peculiar chan^te S 
o the lovercign. o tliert- perhap.,, may beadded ,h 
blowmga conch-rtiell which produces averv loudfound 
On hearing it, all his rubjeas arc obliged to' bring [Z 
Of every (ort to his royal refidence, in propordon ,0 
tucir abilities. On Ibmc occafions, they earn' theirve 
ncration for his Very name, to an extravagant and verv 
deft ruc^ive pitch; For if, on his acceflion to the fnaro 
any words in their language be found to have a refem- 
blancc to it in found, they are changed for others- and 
if any man be bold enough not to comply, and continue 
to ufe thofe words, not only he, but all his relations arc 
immediately put to death. The fame feverity is cxer- 
cifed toward thofe who fliall prefume to apply this fa- 
cred name to any animal. And, agreeably to this cuf- 
tqm of his countrymen, Omiah ufed to exprefs his in¬ 
dignation, that the Englifii fliould give the names of 
prince or princefs to their favourite dogs or horfes. 
But while death is the punilhment for making free 
with the name of their fovercign, if abiifc be only le¬ 
velled at his government, the offender efcapes with the 
forfeiture of land and houfes. The king never enters 
the houfe of any of his rubjc(fi:s, but has in every dif- 
tricfl, where he vifits, houfes belonging to himfelf. And 
if, at anytime, he lliould be obliged, by accident, to 
deviate from this rule, the houfe thus honoured with 
his prefence, and every part of its furniture, is burnt. 
His.fubjedls not only uncover to him, when prefent, 
down to the waifl; but if he be at any particular place, 
a pole, having a piece of cloth tied to it, is fet up fome- 
where near, to which they pay the fame honours., His 
brothers are alfo intiticd to the firfl part of the cere¬ 
mony; but the women only uncover to the fcinalcsof 
the royal family : in fliort, they feem even fuperftitious 
in their rcfpecfl to him, and eflcem his perfon little Icfs 
than facred. And it is, perhaps, to thefecircumllances, 
that he ow'es the quiet poflefiion of his dominions. For 
even the people of Tiaraboo allow him the fame ho¬ 
nours as his right; though at the fame time, they look 
upon their own chief as more powerful; and fay, that 
he would fuccced to the government of the whole - 
ifland, fhould the prefent reigning family become cx- 
tinfl. This is the more likely, as Waheiadooa not only 
pofTeffes Tiaraboo, but many diflricfls of Opooreano. 
His territories, therefore, arc almofl equal, in extent, to 
thofe of Otoo; and he has, befidcs, the advantage of a 
more populous and fertile part of the ifland. His fub- 
jc( 5 ls, alfo, have given proofs of their fiiperiority; by 
frequent viiflories over thofe of Otaheitc-nooc, whom 
they alfc( 5 t to fpeak of as contemptible warriors, eallly 
to be worded, if, at any time, their chief fliould wifb 
to put it to the ted. 

“ The ranks of people, befidcs the crcc dc hoi, and his 
fa.mily, are the crccs, or powerful chiefs; the mana- 
hoone, or vaflals; an<J the tcou or toutou, fervants, or 
rather flaves. The men of each of thefe, according to 
the.regular indicution, form their conne<fl:ions with wo- 
mcn.of their refpeclivc ranks; but if w'ith any inferior 
one, w'hich frequently happens, and a child be born, it 
is preferved, and has, the rank of the father, unlels nc 
happens to be an erec, in which cafe it is killed, 

w'oman of condition fliould chufe an inferior perfon to 
officiate as an hufband, the children he has by her are 
killed; and fliould a toutou be caught in an 
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--7man of the blood-royal, he is put to death. 

«i[ha«'0 ‘ hoi fuc’cecds his father in title 

The'®" ® ^ he is born; but if he Ihould 

anti V ji’jfon the brother aflumes the government 
ha'’e , In'other fiimilies, poflelTions always de- 
the elded: fon; but he is obliged to maintain 
and fiders, who arc allowed houfes on his 

(lisbrotncrs anu 

The boundaries of the feveral didricds, into which 
nraheitc is divided, are generally, cither nvulets, or low 
2 rwhich in many places jut out into the fca. But 
k fubdivifions into particular property, are marked by 
f e dories, which have remained trom one generation 

nother ’ The removal of any of thefe gives rife to 
Is which arc decided by arms; each party bring- 
f ’, is friends into the field. But if any one complain 
' the cree de hoi, he terminates the difference aimca- 
n This is an offence, however, not common; and 
inL cudom feems to fccurc property here as efleaually 
the mod fevere laws do in other countries. In con- 
fnrmitv alfo to ancient praaicc cdablilhcd among them, 
Crimes'of a lefs general nature arc left to be pumflicd 
bv the fufferer, without referring them to a fuperior. 
In this cafe, they feem to think, that the injured perfon 
will iudge as equitably as thofc who are totally uncon¬ 
cerned - and as long cudom has allotted certain pumfh- 
ments of different forts, he is allowed to inflidl them, 
without being amenable to any other pcrlon. Thus, if 
anyone be caught dealing, which is commonly done in 
ihe night, the proprietor of the goods may put the 
thief inftantly to death ; and if any one Ihould enquire 
of him after the dcceafed, it is fulHcicnt to acquit 
him, if he only informs them of the provocation he 
had to kill him. But fo fevere a punifhment is feldom 
inflicted, unlefs the articles that are ftolen be reckoned 
very valuable, fuch as breaft plates, and plaited hair. 
If only cloth, or even hogs be (\okn. and the thiei 
efcape, upon his being afterward difeovered, if he pro- 
mifeto return the fame number ot pieces of cloth, oi 
of hogs, no farther puniflmient is infli6ted. Some¬ 
times, after keeping out of the way for a few days, 
he is forgiven, or at moft, gets a flight beating. 
If a perfon kill another in a quarrel, the fnends of 
the deceafed aflemble, and engage the furvivor and 
his adherents. If they conquer, they take poflefllon 
of the houfe, lands, and goods, of the other party; 
but if conquered, the reverfc takes place. If a ma- 
nahoone kills the toulou, or flaveof a chief, the latter 
fends people to take pofTefiion of the lands and houfe 
of the former, who flies either to fome other part of 
the ifland, or to forric of the neighbouring iflands. 
After fome months he returns, and finding his flock of 
hogs much increafed, he offers a large prel'cnt of thefe, 
with red feathers, and other articles, to the toutou s 
inaflcr, who generally accepts the compenfation, and 
permits him to repoflefs his houfe and lands. This 
practice is the height of venality and injuflice; and the 
flayer of the Have feems to be under no farther nccef- 
fity of abfeonding, than to impofe upon the lower clafs 
of people, who arc the fufferers. For it docs not ap¬ 
pear, that the chief has the leaft power to punifli this 
manahoonc; but the whole management marks a col- 
lufion between him and his fuperior, to gratify the re¬ 
venge of the former, and the avarice of the latter. In¬ 
deed, we need not wonder, that the killing of a man 
fbould be confldered as fo venial an offence among a 
people, who do not confider it as any crime to murdei 
fheir own children. When talking to them about fuch 
fnflanccs of unnatural cruelty, and aflting, whether tlie 
chiefs or principal were not angry, and did not punifli 
them? I was told, that the chief neither could nor 
'vould interfere in fuch cafes ; and that every one had 
aright to do with his own child what he plcafcd. 

Though the produiflions, the people, the cuf- 
toms and manners of all the iflands in the neighbour¬ 
hood, may, in general, be reckoned the fame as at 
f^taheite, there are a few differences which fliould be 
nientioned, as this may lead to an enquiry about more 
niaterial ones hereafter, if fuch there be, of which we 


arc now ignorant. With regard to the little ifland of 
Mataia, or Ofnaburgh Ifland, w})ich lies twenty leagues 
e.ifl of Otaheire, and belongs to a chief of that place, 
who gets from thence a kind of tribute : there a diffe¬ 
rent dialect from chat ofOcaheite is fpoken. The men 
of Mataia alfo wear their hair very long j and when 
they fight, cover their arms with a fubflance which is 
befet w ith lharks teeth, and their bodies with a fort of 
fliagrecn, being Ikin of fiflies. At the fame time, they 
arc ornamented w ith polifhed pearl Ihells, which make 
a prodigious glittering in the fun ; and they have a 
very large one that covers them before, like a fhicld or 
breafl-platc. But Otaheite is remarkable for pro¬ 
ducing great quantities of that delicious fruit we called 
apples, which arc found in none of the other iflands, 
except Eimeo. It has alfo the advantage of producing 
an odoriferous wood, called Eahoi, which is highly 
valued at the other ifles, where there is none; nor in 
the fouth-cafl peninfula, or Tiaraboo, though joining 
it. Huaheinc and Kimeo again, are remarkable for 
producing greater quantities of yams than the other 
iflands. And at Mourooa there is a particular bird, 
found upon the hills, much eftcemed for its white 
feathers ; at which place there is alfo faid to be fome 
of the apples, though it be the moft remote of the 
Society Iflands from Otaheite and Eimeo, where they 
arc produced. 

“ Though the religion of all the iflands be the fame, 
each of them has its' particular or tutelar god, whofe 
names, according to the beft information I could 
obtain, arc enumerated in the following lifl. 


Gods of the 

Tanne 
Ooro 
Tanne 
Olla 

Otoo, ce weiahoo 
Tamouee 

Taroa - 

Oroo hadoo 
Ooroo 

Opoonooa and 
Whatootcrce 
Tooboo, toobooaiand 
Ry maraiva 
Tammaree 


Isles. 

Huaheine 

Ulietea 

Otaha 

Bolabola 

Mourooa 

Toobaee 

Tabooymanoo, or 
SaundersIfland, 
fubjeefl: to Huaheine. 
Eimeo 
Otaheite and 
Otaheite nooe 

Tiaraboo 

f Mataia or 
I Ofnaburgh Ifland 
The low iflands eaflward. 


" Befldes the clufler of high iflands from Mataia to 
Mourooa inclufive, the people of Otaheite are ac¬ 
quainted with a low uninhabited ifland, w’hich they 
name Mopecha, and feems to be How'e’s Ifland, Iftid 
down to the wcllward of Mourooa in our late charts of 
this ocean. To this the inhabitants of the moft lee¬ 
ward iflands fometimes go. There are alfo feveral 
low iflands to the north-eaftward of Otaheite, which 
they have fometimes vilited, but not conftantly; and 
are faid to be only at the diflance of two days fail with 
a fair wind. They are thus named Mataceva, Oanaa 
or Oannah, Taboohoe, Aw'chce, Kaoora, Orootooa, and 
Otavaoo, where are large pearls. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflands come frequently to 
Otaheite and the other neighbouring high iflands, 
from whofe natives they differ in being of a darker 
colour, with a fiercer afpedl, and differently pundlured. 
I was informed, that at Mataeeva, and others of them, 
it is the cuftom for the men to give their daughters to 
flrangers who arrive among them ; but the pairs muft 
be five nights lying near each other, without prefuming 
to proceed farther. On the fixth evening, the father 
of the young woman treats his gueft with food, and 
informs his daughter, that Ihe muft that night receive 
him as her hufband. The ftranger, however, muft not 
offer to exprefs the Icaff diflike, though the bedfellow 
allotted him be ever fo difagrceable; for this is con- 
fidcred as an unpardonable affront, and is puniflied 
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with death. Forty men of Bolabola, who, incited by 
curiofity, had roamed as far as Mataeeva in a canoe, 
were treated in this manner; one of them having 
incautioufly mentioned his diflike of the woman who 
fell to his lot, in the hearing of a boy who informed 
her father. In confcquence of this, the Mataeevans 
fell upon them; but thefc warlike p«ople killed three 
times their own number, though with the lofs of all 
their party, except five. Thofe hid themfelves in the 
w’oods, and took an opportunity, when the others were 
burying their dead, to enter fome houfes, where, 
having provided themfelvees with viduals and ^ter, 
they carried them on board a canoe, in which they made 
their efcape; and, after pafTing Mataia, at which they 
would not touch, at laft arrived fafe at Eimeo. The Bo- 
labolans. however, were fenfible enough that their tra¬ 
vellers had been to blame; fora canoe from Mataeeva ar¬ 
riving fome time after at Bolabola, fo far were they from 
retaliating upon them for the death oftheircountrymen, 
that they acknowledged they had deferved their fate, 
and treated their vilitors with much hofpitality. Thefe 
low iflcs are, doubtlcfs the farthefl navigation, which 
thofe of Otaheitc, and the Society I Hands, perform at 
jprefent. It feems to be a groundlcfs fuppofition, made 
by Monf. de Bougainville, by whom we are told, that 
thefe people fometimes navigate at the diftance of 
more than three hundred leagues. I do not believe 
they make voyages of this prodigious extent; for it is 
reckoned a fort of prodigy, that a canoe, once driven 
by a ftorm from Otaheitc, Ihould have fallen in with 
Mopecha, of Howe’s IHand, though fo near, and di- 
rcclly to leeward. The knowledge that they have of 
other diHant iflands is, no doubt, traditional; and has 
been communicated to them by the natives of thofe 
iHands, driven accidentally upon their coafis, who, 
befides giving them the names, could eafily inform 
them of the dircdlion in which the places lie from 
whence they came, and of the number of days they 
had been upon the fea. In this manner, it may be 
fuppofed, that the natives of Wateeo have increafed 
their catalogue by the addition of Otaheite, and its 
neighbouring illcs, from the people we met wuth there, 
and alfo of the other iHands thefe had heard of. We 
may thus account for that extenfivc knowledge attri¬ 
buted, by the gentlemen of the Endeavour, to Tupia, in 
fuch matters. And, with all due deference to his 
veracity, 1 prefume that it was, by the fame means of 
information, that he was able to diredl the lliip to Ohe- 
tcroa, without having ever been there himfelf, as he 
pretended ; which, on many acrounts, is very impro¬ 
bable.” Ffcre ends Mr. Anderfon’s ftriclures on Ota¬ 
heite, and its neighbouring iHands. 

One year and five months had now elapfed, fince 
ojur departure from England; during which period we 
hfd not been, upon the whole, unprofitably employed. 
Captain Cook was fenfible, that, with refpc( 5 I to the 
principal objedl of his inHrudions, our voyage might 
be confidered, at this time, as only at its commence¬ 
ment ; and therefore, his attention to whatever might 
contribute towards our fafety and final fuccefs, was 
now to be exerted, as it were, anew. We had, with this 
yiet*, examined int.) the Bate of our provifions at the 
iHands we had laft vifited; and having now, on leaving 
them, proceeded beyond the extent of former difeove- 
rics, an accurate furvey was ordered to be taken of all 
the ftores that were in each Hiip, that, by being fully 
informed of thequantity and condition of every article, 
wc might know how to ufc them to the greateft ad¬ 
vantage. We had alfo, before we had quirted the 
Society IHes^ taken every opportunity of enquiring of 
the natives, whether there were any iHands lituatc in 
a northerly or north-wefterly dire<ftion from’ them, but 
it did not appear that they knew of any. 

We (hould now proceed with the progrefs of the 
voyage, afterour leaving the Society IHands; but (hall 
defer it for the commencement of the next chapter; in 
order to lay before our readers an hiftorical and geo¬ 
graphical account of the north-weft parts of North 
America, beginning from the ifthmus of Darien : alfo 
an account of the moft remarkable iflands lituated in 


the high latitudes, which, widTdT^. 
given, in the courfe of this work of 
the Indian feus, will form a complete 
hiftory of all the places, old and 
mentioned and touched at, by all Ir 
circumnavigators: for Which accoun^v^^ 
ourfclvcs chiefly indebted to tlvir * 
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Stationer, '« Greal-Jhilain, Inland 
Amcricus Vcfpucio. a Florentine by birth h • 
> 497 . (ent to improve the difeoveries m-iH."’ 
Columbus gave to the fourth quarterof eh^ 
name of America. This vart continent rL leno’°e‘‘ 

hitherto been difeovered) reaches from 
N.t0 56 deg. S. Thatis\ 34 degttrt 
ftraitline. amount rn ‘^Kcnina 


ftraitline, amount to upwards of 8040 miU 
Its breadth is very irre^la, beingK p| ^'"f ’ 
miles, and in others, as at the diflanrf^ n? n 
Panama, not above 60 or 70. The bound 
to it arc the land about the pole on the nor'lh 
tic Ocean, which feparates it from Europe and Afo’"' 
the cart; another vail ocean on theTth 5 ?" 
Pacific Ocean, ufually called the South L fihlch 
divides It from Afia on the ivcil. How or when A ^ 
rica was firft peopled, cannot be .nfeertained J 
moft likely to have been from tlic north of Alia - fe 
he natives of both thefc parts ftill bear a great rciera 
blance to one another in many refpeas. Slorth Arne' 
rica, which conftimtes a grand divifion of this ni 
continent, and of which we propofe now to treat is 
feparated from the^ foutliern part by the ifthmus'of 
Darien, and extends from that ifthmus to within a 
few degrees of the north pole. In the period of mow 
than tAvo centuries and a half, geographers were not 
able to afeertain the limits of the northern extremity- 
this was a taik to be performed by Captain Cook in hii 
third and laft voyage. 

Old Mexico, or New Spain, a rich and extenfivc 
country, was once a mighty empire, ruled by its own 
monarchs, till the Spaniards, by whom it was at firft 
difeovered, in 1598, afterwards conquered it, under 
the command of Pernando Cortez. It lies between 
feven degrees thirty minutes, and thirty degrees forty 
minutes north latitude, is 2000 miles long, 600 broad 
where wideft, has the ifthmus of Darien on the fouth, 
New Mexico on the north, the gulph of Mexico on 
the eaft, and the Pacific Ocean on the weft. It is di¬ 
vided into the audiences of Guadalajara, Mexico, and 
Guatimala, and is governed by a viceroy. Mexico, 
confidering its fituation in the torrid zone, enjoys a 
temperate air. No country under heaven abounds 
more with grain, delicious fruits, roots, and vegetables. 
On the weftern coaft, near the Pacific Ocean, are fome 
high mountains, moft of which are faid to be volcanoes. 
Several rivers rife in thefe mountains, and fall, fome 
into the gulph of Mexico, and fome into the South 
Sea, on both which there are Icveral capies and bays. 
In the rocky, barren parts of the country arc the gold 
and filver mines. 'Fhcre are, it is faid, feveral of the 
former, and no fewer than one thoufand of the latter. 
Gold is alfo found in grains or duft, in the fands of 
rivers or torrents. Whoever difeovers a mine of gold 
or filver, is at liberty to work it, paying the king a 
tenth of the produce, and limiting himfelr within fifty 
yards round the place upon which he has fixed. All 
the lilver and gold dug or found in grains, is entered 
in the royal exchequer; and it is reported, that not- 
withftanding great quantities are run and concealed,^ 
Icfs than two millions of filver marks, weighing eight 
ounces each, arc entered yearly, out of which they com 
feven hundred thoufand marks into pieces of ei^t; 
quarter pieces, rials, and half-pieces, the latter be¬ 
ing about three-pence fterling value. The trade 0 
Spanifli America has been carried on for fome yw 
paft by veflcis, called regiftcr Ihips; and the c je 
commodities of this country are gold, filver, 
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rble, porphyry, jafp^r, precious Hones, pearls, 
^‘bcr finger, tobacco, hides, tallow, fait, dying woods, 
Hru2s balfams, honey, feathers, chocolate, cochineal, 
?l|.^/ygar, cotton, wool, &c. The inhabitants are, 
t prefent, a mixed people, confirting of Indians, 
Laniards,'and other Europeans; the creoles, mefti- 
hocs, or^iflbe of the Spaniards by Americans, the 
^ cftiches, or the ilTiie hf fuch ifliie; the terceroons 
3L IndieL or the children of the lafl, married to 
Spaniards; and the quarteroons dez Indies, whofe 
ddcendants are allowed the fame privileges as true 
Spaniards. The negroes arc likewife pretty numerous, 
b[>intr imported from the coaH of Africa for various 
ourpofes, and many of them admitted to their freedom. 
The iflhe of an European and a negro confticutes 
another diftinCtion, called mulatto; befides all which 
[here is a mixed breed of negroes and Indians, which 
is generally deemed the lowelt rank. 

The principal places are (i) Mexico, which Hands 
in the middle of a great lake of its own name, about 
one hundred and feventy miles weft of the gulph of 
Mexico. The number of inhabitants is computed at 
three hundred thoufand ; moft of them live beyond 
their fortunes, and terminate a life of profufion in the 
moH wretched indigence. A prodigious quantity of 
jewels, gold and filvcr plate, and toys, together with 
the moft valuable commodities of Europe and Afia, 
are expofed to fale in the ftreets. 

California, a peninfula, is the moft northern of all 
the Spanilh dominions on the continent of America. 
It extends from the north coafts into the Pacific Ocean, 
800 miles from Cape Sebaftian, in 43 deg. 30 min. 
north latitude, towards the fouth-eaft as far as Cape St. 
Lucar, in 22 degrees, 32 minutes, north latitude. The 
eaftern coaft lies nearly parallel wdth that of Mexico 
oppoHtc to it, and the fea between is Called the lake 
or gulph of California. Its breadth is very unequal; 
towards the north it is near 200 miles, but at the fouth 
extremity it tapers aw'ay, and is fcarcely 50 miles over. 
The more fouthern part was known to the Spaniards 
foon after the difeovery of Mexico; for Cortez dif- 
covered it in 1535, but they did not till lately penetrate 
fir into it, contenting themfelves with the pearl fifhery 
there. Several kinds of fruit are produced here; 
there are two fpecics of deer peculiar to this country ; 
alfo a particular breed of Hieep, buffaloes, beavers, or 
animals much refembling them, a peculiar fpecies of 
wild hogs, lions, wild cats, and many other wild 
hearts. The horfes, mules, oxen, and other quadru¬ 
peds, that have been imported hither from Spain and 
Mexico, multiply exceedingly. Of the two fpecies of 
deer peculiar to California, that called taye by the 
natives is greatly effeemed, and its fleHi as well taffed as 
venifon. The coaff is plentifully ftocked with birds, 
and there is a great variety of fifti in the gulph of Ca¬ 
lifornia, the Pacific Ocean, and the rivers. Though 
infers fwarm here, as in moft hot countries, yet on 
account of the drynefs of the foil and climate, they are 
neither noxious nor troublefome. There is one of the 
nehert: pearl fiffieries in the world, on the coaff, and 
there arc fuppofed to be mines in the country. Here 
are two confidcrable rivers, namely, Rio Collorado, 
and Rio du Carmel, with fcvcral fmallcr ftreams, and 
fine ports, creeks, and roads, both on the caff and weft 
fide, which is the reafon of its having been fo much 
frequented by EngliHi privateers. There are, in the 
heart ot the country, plains of fait quite firm, and 
clear as cryftal. A great variety of favage tribes inha¬ 
bit California. Thofc who live on the eaft fide of the 
peninfula are great enemies to the Spaniards; but in 
other parts, they feem to be very hofpitable to all 
mangers. The inland country, efpecially tow-ards 
me north, is populous. The Indians refcmble thofc 
defcribed in other parts of America. 

Siberia, a part of Ruffian 1 artary, is bounded by the 
firozen Ocean on the north ; by China, and the Pacific 
on the caff ; by Tibet, Ulbeck Tartary, the 
Cafpian Sea, and Aftracan Tartary, on the fouth; 

by European RulTia, on the weft; and is lituate 
ctween fixty and one hundred and thirty degrees of 
1^04163. 


eaftern longitude, and between forty and feventy-two 
degrees of north latitude, being upwards of two thou- 
land miles in length, and one thoufand five hundred in 
breadth. 

The Tobel and Irtis are the chief cities of Siberia, 
which running irom north to fouth, join the Oby, the 
united Hream falling into the Frozen Ocean, and di¬ 
viding Afia from Europe : the Lena and jeniffa, which 
run from north to fouth, fall alfo into the Frozen 
Ocean : the Yamour and Argun, which divide tho 
Ruffian from the Chinefe dominions, whofe united 
ftreams fall into the bay of Corea. There are alfo a 
great many large lakes in this vaft traeft of land, of 
which the largcft are thofc of Baikal and Kifan. 

The only part of Siberia, fit for human beings to 
live in, is the fouthern, where the foil appears to be 
capable of cultivation, and that it might be rendered 
fertile; but, for want of inhabitants, very little corn is 
produced. But the northern part exhibits nothing but 
impenetrable woods, fnow-topt mountains, fens, lakes, 
marflies, &c. and, being expofed to the bleak winds, 
is quite barren and defolatc. Not a bird appears to 
give notice of any change of feafon; even rooks and 
magpies quit thefe defarts, where nature becomes quite 
torpid. The natives are obliged to make paffages 
through hpps offnow, and the delights offummer arc 
not experienced here but about three months, during 
which fliort fpace of time the inhabitants fow rye, oats, 
peafe, and barley; but thefe feldom repay the hufband- 
man’s toil. The natives are generally fhut up in their 
cottages for nine months in the year, fcarcely ever 
venturing out: fir-trees of conftderable height bend 
under the weight of fnow ; a melancholy gloom fpreads 
all around, and the ftillnefs is interrupted only by 
the cries of (bme wretched travellers in fledges. To 
thefe dreary regions the czars of Muftovy banifli their 
courtiers and other great perfons, who incur their dif- 
pleafure. Some are banifhed for a limited term of 
years, and others for life, with the allowance only of one 
penny per day, and (bmetimes without any allow^ance 
at all; fo that, as they are fent deftitCite from court, 
thefe miferable exiles pafs a moft dreadful life. They 
(hoot for their livelihood, and arc obliged to fend an 
annual tribute of firs to the czars, or they are moft 
feverely puniflied by the tafk-mafters. 

Kamtfchacka. This peninfula is bounded on the 
eaft by the oceani which feparaces it from America; 
its weftern boundary is Penfehinflea. The fouthern 
parr is in 51 degrees north latitude, and in 143 degrees 
eaft longitude from London. This peninfula is di¬ 
vided into two parts by a chain of hills running from 
north to fouth. Its chief rivers are the Awatfeha, 
Kamtfchatka, the Teghil, and what is called the Great 
River. There are many extcnfive lakes in it. 

Their fpring and fummer do not continue more than 
four months ; but the latter is far from being agreea¬ 
ble ; for as the adjacent hills are covered with fnowi 
the air, even in the middle of fummer, is fometimes 
pretty cold, attended with frequent rains; the winter 
however is not very inclement. 

In many places mines of iron and copper have been 
difeovered: the iron ore hath been found to be com- 
paeft, of a yellow colour, inclining to red ; and, in fome 
parts, black metallic particles have been obferved, 
more compaeft than the reft of the ore. This ore, 
when crude, could not be attraifted by the load-ftone, 
but, when calcined, became fo in a fmall degree. A 
folid iron ore has alfo been difeovered here, flmilar to 
that found to the fouth-weft of Echaterinenburg: its 
furfacc was found to be covered with a yellow oker, 
of a rcddilli brow n in the breakings of its folid parts. 
The ore, w'hen crude, was not aiftcd upon by the load- 
ftone, though, after calcination, flightly attradled by lu 
The copper mines are like feme of thofc produced 
on the Ryphean mountains, having the malachites, in 
the form of ftalaflices and ftataguitcs, in their cavities, 
very beautiful, and capable of being polifhed. 

There is great choice of timber for a variety of ufes 
in Kamtfchatka, as well as abundance of ftirubs of 
divers kinds, they have alfo feveral excellent medi- 
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cinal plants. Barley, oats, peas, turnips, &c. grow like- 
wife here. The grafs fprings up fo faft, that they have 
three harvefls ; and the blades are frequently five feet 
in height. 

This country abounds with tame and wild fowls. 
The wild animals are, black and white bears, wolves, 
lynxes, boars, elks, and a kind of Bag very much like 
the fallow’-deer. The bear never attacks a man, unlefs 
they find him afleep, when they tear the fcalp off the 
back part of the head, and fometimes intirely deftroy 
him. Foxes are alfo very numerous, fomc are white, 
fome redifli-yellow ; fome grey, w ith a black ftreak on 
the back, and are much valued; the white ones, 
however, are alfo valued, as being fcarcer, 'I'hcre are 
alfo black-chcfnuts and blue breafied foxes; and they 
are in general too crafty for their purfuers, their faga- 
city exceeding that of the other fpecies. I'he opulence 
of the country confifis in its fables and ermines; the 
fables which arc fold at a high price, excel thofe found 
in any other part of the globe: the natives eat the Hefli, 
and ellcem it a very fine food. 

Here is alfo found the gulo, or glutton; likew'ife 
other kinds of beaver, as the atis, rein-deer, and fayga. 
The natives colle( 5 l themfelves in companies to hunt 
thefe animals; they go at the clofe of the winter from 
the month of March to the end of April, taking pro- 
vifions with them. The glutton, which hath a very fine 
fur, is a terrible enemy to the deer: it will dart itfelf 
from a tree upon a deer’s back, and, fixing between the 
creature’s horns, tears out his eyes: the afflidled animal, 
w'ith excefs of agony, falls to the ground, w hen the 
glutton ftrips his flefh from his bones. 

Dogs are very numerous in this country: thefe rc- 
femble the European,and live much upon mice and fifli j 
they fcratch up the ground for the former, and feize 
the others from their dreams. Thefe dogs are ex¬ 
tremely ferviceable to the natives, in drawing their 
fledges over the fnow: in the mod dreadful weather, 
they fcarce ever lofe their way. 

Several forts of amphibious animals are alfo in Kamtf- 
chatka. One is the fea-cow, about thirty feet in length, 
and weighing fix orfeven thoufand pounds, the (kin of 
which is fo hard, that fcarce an hatchet or axe will pe¬ 
netrate it. The flefii of a young fea-cow, when properly 
boiled, has a good tade; the lean part is fomewhat like 
veal, and the fat part like pork. The method of 
catching this animal is, by an iron hook druck into it 
by fome men in a fmall veffel, then by a rope held by 
people on fhore, the fea-cpw’ is drawn gradually to the 
land, while thofe in the velfel cut the creature with 
indruments in feveral parts of the body, till it expires. 

It is not very difficult to take the fea-cow from its 
elements, for it feldom raifes its head above the furface 
of the water, though its (ides and back are often feen. 

Sea-horfes and fea-cats are alfo met with here: the 
latter have long hairs danding out on each fide of their 
trrouths like thofe of a cat, and they weigh from five to 
eight thoufand pounds: their eyes are as large as a 
bull’s, and they will fly at people in boats; even if 
they arc blinded by dones thrown at them, they will 
not retire, but gnaw the very dones that are thrown ; 
however, when once deprived of fight, there is no great 
danger to be apprehended from them. The male and 
female differ both in form and difpofition ; fo much in 
form, that they might be taken for different animals; 
and as to difpofition, the female is mild, inoffenlive, 
and timid: as a proof of this, when an attempt is 
made to feize a young fca-cat, and the male, by vi- 
goioufly defending it, affords the female an opportu¬ 
nity of taking it off in its mouth ; if, in this cafe, the 
female (hould happen to drop it, the male abandons its 
aefverfary, and, flying diredly at the female, feizes her 
with all imaginable fury ; when the latter, by licking 
his paws, and (hewing every kind of fubmifiion, en¬ 
deavours to mitigate his rage. The feus alfo abound 
with fcals, which arc cau^t by different methods : 
fometimes they arc taken in the water, and at other 
limes they are killed while fleeping on the rocks. 
Here are whales from feven to fifteen fathoms long. 
Amongft a^ariety of fifli, here is the fterlet, which is 


fo much like the fturgeon, that there is forr 
ference, except that it is fmallcr and inor. a r “"•' ‘1‘f- 
fo fat that it may be fried without oil ■« « 

Some of the birds of Kamtfcliatka arc cad. r 
pelicans, fwans, geefe, wigeons, ducks. cucfi„ 
pies, fnipes, partridges, &c. A bird called h* "'“8 ' 
neck diver is very curious, it has a beautiful 
lower part of its neck, beneath this foot th.if 
thers of a brown colour in the middle ‘and m a'”' 
round with white, the breaft, bellv and I..,. 
very beautiful white. ' of l 

Sea-fowl are very numerouson thecoafVoftheean.™ 
^ean.as peacocks, fca-pies, green (lianks.puffi,' 

Hei e too are the cormorant, fea-raven, and virile 

Clouds of dragon-flies, locuds, and gnats arefnt^ 

times feen m this country. The latter^re fo tro'^'* 
fome, that the inhabitants are obliged to vaU theirT 

The natives olKamtfchatka inhabit the fouthenipart 
of the peninfula, the northern part is inhabited bvT 
Koreki, and the fouchern by the Kuriles; but the Ruf 
flans call the whole country Kamtfchatka, though kh^ 
(cveral names given it from particular circu4anc« 
The Kamtfchadalcs are fliort in (laturc, and refcmble 
moft of the other inhabitants of Siberia, except that 
their faces are fomewhat (hotter, their mouths larcer 
and their cheeks fuller; they have dark hair, hollow 
eyes, fliarp nofes, and tawny complexions; the latter is 
faid to be principally owing to the influence of the fun 
refleded frorn the fnow in the fpring-feafon, w hen the 
fnow lies thick on the ground. Some of the natives 
who are obliged to be in the woods, cover their faces 
with a kind of netting, to prevent the elfcds ofthefun- 
beams darting on the fnow; for the eye-fight fuflers by 
this refradion, as well as the complexion. Thefe peo¬ 
ple drefs in deer-fkins, with the fur outwards; they ufe 
alfo, for this purpofe, the (kins of dogs and other ani¬ 
mals. They often wear two coats, the (leeves of the 
outer coat reaching down to the knees; they have a 
hood to it, which in bad weather ferves to cover the 
head; and they adorn the back part with flireads of 
(kins, and (bmetimes of filks of diflerent colours. The 
women wear the fame fort of garments as the men, 
though their coat, or rather waillcoat, fits cloler to their 
bodies, and is decorated with flips of red, blue, and yel¬ 
low cloth, and fometimes ribband, or vvoollen lilf. To 
this waiftcoat is joined a fort of petticoat coming about 
half way down the leg. The men wear a leather belt 
round them, and their legs are covered with diflerent 
coloured fkins; they wear feal-(kin caps or hats, and 
fometimes a cap or hat of birch bark; fomc have caps 
of brafs plaited. The women let their hair grow much 
longer than the men; they plait it, and hang brafs trin¬ 
kets to it: they have fur caps, that arc black w-ithour, 
and white withip. The men plait their hair, as well as 
the women. They never wa(h themfelves, but live 
in a mod beaflly manner; they neither cut their nails, 
nor comb their hair. They eat raw flefli, carrion,flale- 
fi(h, or any thing they can get, how filthy Ibever it be. 
They live in huts under-ground, covered w'ich grafs or 
earth, and fometimes with the (kins of the animals they 
have killed in the field, undreffed, and yielding a 
fome flench. They place benches in their hovels, wun 
a fire-place in one corner, and on thefe benches they 
repofe themfelves. Some of the huts are covered and 
lined with mats. Thefe arc their winter dwellings; nor 
are their fummer retreats much more elegant, 
that they are built on the furface of the earth, 
rather more regularity. Thefe, it is true, arc 
on pillows, with beams thrown acrofs them, on >'nic 
floor is fixed, with a roof rifing from each fide 
trical point; and, indeed it is ncceffary that 
mcr habitations (hould be thus high, elfc 
would be in continual danger from the wild * 
They cat out of bowls, or troughs, with their dbgs, 
never wafii them afterwards. , When 

We (hall now take notice of their marriages. ^ 
man hath met w'ith a young woman that he li' > 
engages into the fervice of her parents, and, 
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iration of a limited time of fervitude, obtains either 
^rmil^ion to marry lier, or is difmilfed w ith a requital 
f his fervice. If he has leave to marry, the nuptials 
mmenees immediately, and the whole ceremony con- 
rfts in gripping the bride naked, whofe cloaths, how¬ 
ever, ?ire fo fart bound by ftraps and girdles, thnt he 
finds no eafy taflc to accompli lb his purpofe; at this 

rifisfeveral women flielter and protedl her from him; 
who however, feeking an opportunity to find her lefs 
guarded, makes frefli efforts to undrefshcr: but if fiie 
cries out, and her exclamations bring aflirtance, the 
women who come fall upon the man, fcratching his face, 
tearing his hair, and otherwife roughly treating him; 
till the bride, rtiewing fome concern for his lituation, 
and the women becoming Icfs violent in their alfault, 
the man at length fucceeds, and then retires from her, 
who however calls him back, and acknowledges in a 
foft plaintive tone, that he has conquered her. Thus the 
ceremony ends, and the next day the happy couple re¬ 
pair to the hut of the hufband. In about a week after¬ 
wards they make a vifit to the wife's parents, where they 
celebrate the marriage feaft wuth the relations of both 
parties. Some of the men marry three wives, who in 
general live friendly together, and are never jealous. It 
is deemed a v-ery capital offence in a woman to procure 
abortion, yet if twins are born, one of them mull be 
dertroyed. The women put their infants in a bafket 
faftened to an elafiic pole, which is eafily moved with 
the foot, to rock them. As foon as they can ftand on 
their legs, their mothers leave them to themfelvcs, 
fuifering them to roll on the ground any where; they 
are moft commonly half naked, and begin to walk at 
a time when a child in Europe would not be able to 
ftand. 

Thefe people never 1 bury their dead, but often give 
them to the dogs; and fay, that as the deceafed are thus 
devoured by dogs, they w'ill enfurc to thcmfclves a plea- 
fant carriage in Hedges drawn by fine dogs in the other 
world. This abominable curtom, however, is not uni- 
vcrfally pravrtifed; fome leaving their dead in their hut, 
and fcck a new’ habitation. The apparel of the de- 
ceafed perfon is always thrown away, from a fuperrti- 
lious notion, that whoever Ihould weai' it would meet 
with fome dreadful calamity. 

They travel on fledges drawn by dogs; their number 
is generally four, which are driven by a whip. The per¬ 
fon in the fledge is feated on the right fide of it, with 
his feet hanging over, and is obliged to balance himfelf 
with great care, icll the fledge fliould overfet. Where 
the roads are in tolerable condition, they can travel to a 
greatdiftance in a Ihort time, carrying with them pro- 
vifions, &c. They fometimes travel, in this manner, 
about thirty werrts, that is, upwards of twenty-three 
miles in a day. They hunt the bear, among other ani¬ 
mals; on w'hich occafion they ufe rackets to walk upon 
the fnow with, arming thcmfclves with pikes, and tak¬ 
ing dogs with them to provoke the animal. They then 
wait till he comes out of hiscnclofiire, for they would 
attack him to great di fad vantage w’hile he remained 
there; becaufe the fnow being very firm in that place, 
the bear would be able to avail himfelf of all his rtrength; 
but the inftant he comes out, he finks into the fnow, 
«md while he is llriving to difengage himfelf, the hunters 
with their pikes calily dertroy him. They drefs their 
feaUfkins in the following manner; they firfl wet and 
fpread out the Ikin, and with rtones fixed in wood ferape 
oft all the fat; then they rub it with caviar, roll it to¬ 
gether, and tread on it; they afterwards ferape it again, 
and repeat the firft part of their procefs till the fkin is 
thoroughly cleaned and foft. They prepare in the fame 
mauner fkins of beaver, deer, dogs, &c. When the 
are n it employed in hunting, or fifhing, they weave 
*^ts, and conftrud: fledges and boats; and in the fpring 
and fummer they procure the necelTaries of life, and 
lay up a ftore for the fucceeding winter. The women 
tnakelhoes, few cloaths, dyclkins, &c. they alfo make 
glue of the dried fkins of fifhes. and particularly of the 
^hale. They ufe a board of dry wood to light their 
btesjinthi- board are feveral round holes, into one 

which putting the end of a fmall round rtick, they 


roll it backwards and forwards till the wood takes fire 
by the fridion. 

The people of this country are arrant cowards, and ycr 
feem to defpife life, through an innate kind ofrtupiditv. 
They never attack their enemies openly, unlefs com¬ 
pelled to it; but rteal privately to their huts, and treat 
them moft bafbaroufly, cutting them to pieces, and 
even tearing out their entrails: thefe cruelties arc exer- 
eifed with triumph and fliouts of joy. Whenever thev 
hear of a foe advancing towards them, they retire to 
fome mountain, and fortify it as rtrongly as poffible: if 
there be a probability of the enemy getting the better 
of them, they immediately cut the throats of their 
wives and children, and then meet their aflailants with 
a frantic rage, felling their lives as dear as poffible. 
Their weapons are bows and arrows, and fpeats. 

The religious notions of the Kanitfchadalcs are pretty 
Angular. They erect a fort of pillar on fome plainy and 
cover it with a parcel of rags. Whenever they pafs by 
this pillar, they throw at it fome fifli or flcfli, and avoid 
killing any bird or bcart near it. They think that 
woods and burning mountains are inhabited by evil 
fpirits, whom they live in great fear of, and make thorn 
offerings; fome of them have idols in their huts. They 
have a very imperfect idea ofa fupreme Being,and think 
he can neither difpenfe happinefs nor mifery; the name 
which they have tor the Deity, is Kutchu. Tliey re¬ 
verence fome particular animals, from which they ap¬ 
prehend danger, and fometimes offer fires at the holes 
of foxes; they implore wolves nor to hurt them, and 
befeech amphibious animals not to overfet their boats. 
Many of them, however, adopt the Ruffian manners, 
and contemn tl’.c cuftdmsof their country; they have 
been infirucled by Ruffian miffionaries in the Chrif- 
tian religion; and fchools have been erected for their 
children. They ftridly obferve the law of retaliation: 
if one man kills another, the relations of the perfon 
killed dertroy the murderer. They punifh theft, by 
burning the fingers of the thief. Before the Ruffians 
conquered them, they had fuch frequent intertine broils,- 
that a year rarely paffed without fome village being in- 
tirely ruined. 

Great havock is made in this country by the fmall- 
pox. The feurvy, with the irregulariti.es of parents^ 
bring a variety of difeafes upon their offspring, to cure 
which, they apply roots, herbs, &c. The manner in 
which thefe people live in their huts, and their excefs of 
debauchery, contribute to make the venereal difeafe very 
frequent arnong them. They have a d ifordcr called the 
fuihutoh, which is a fort of fcab, to which they apply the 
raw fkin of a hare to caufc a fuppuration. They are like- 
wife fubje6t to the palfy, jaundice, boils^ cancers,- and 
other diforders. 

There are three volcanoes in Kamtfchatka, the firfl 
is that of Awatcha, to the northward of the bay of that 
name; it is a chain of mountains, the bafeof which is 
covered with trees, and extends to the bay. The mid¬ 
dle forms a kind of amphitheatre, and the various 
fummits which are fpiral cannot be viewed without ex¬ 
citing the moft awful ideas. They always emit fmoke^ 
but rarely fire. I'herc was indeed a terrible eruption 
of fmoke and cinders in the fummer of the year 1737, 
but it only continued one day; niany of the cinders 
weighed almoft two pounds avoirdupdife. This erup¬ 
tion was the forerunner of a terrible earthquake, which 
happened on the fixth of the enfuing Odober, and in 
a quarter of an hour overturned all the tents and huts 
of the Kamtfchadales, being accompanied by a Angu¬ 
lar ebbing and flowing of the fea, which at firfl rofe td 
the height of twenty feet, then funk, and retired to art 
unlifual dirtance; it foon after rofe higher than at firfl^ 
and fuddenly finking again, retired fo artonifhingly far 
frorri the common low-water mark, that it was for a con- 
fiderable time loft to the eye. At length the earthquake 
w'as repeated, the fea returned once more, and rofe to 
the height of two hundred feet, overwhelmed the whole 
coart, and then finally retired,after having deftroyed the 
goods, cattle, and many of the lives of the inhabitants^ 
and left feveral lakes of falt-water in the lower grourtd) 
and adjacent fields. The fecond volcano iflues from 
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fomc mountains fuuated between the river of Kamtf- 
chatka and that of Tobolfki. Nothing was ever known 
to exhak' from this but fmoke, till the year 1739, when 
itvom;tt:d a torrent of Hames, which doflroyed all the 
neighbouring fbrelis. The third volcano ilfiies from 
the higheft mountains in Kamtfchatka, on the banks 
of the river of that name. It is environed by a duller 
of IclFcr mountains, and the head is rent into long cre¬ 
vices on every fide. Its greatell eniption began Sep¬ 
tember 2^, 1737, and continued a week, which, with an 
earthquake that followed, did very confiderabledamage. 
In the fouthem extremity of Kamtfchatka there are hot 
fprings: they form rivulets, and run almoft the length 
of the river Ozernaya which ilTues from the lake Ku- 
rillky, and then Join that llream; the waters, however, 
have no very conliderable degree of heat in them. 

There is a mountain near the river Pandia, from 
whole fummit a prodigious catarad of boiling waters 
run to a confiderable dillance; and continue boiling up 
to the height of a foot, till they lofe themfclves in fe- 
vcral lakes, wkich contain a great number of illands. 
From this mountain the inhabitants obtain fome beau¬ 
tiful Hones, on which they feta great value, on account 
of their admirable variegated colours, which are merely 
the effcCls of the diHerent powers of heat, humidity, 
and fridion; for thefc Hones arc waHied from the moun¬ 
tains, and are polilhed by the abovementioned hot and 
impetuous waters. 


During the winter, a great quantitvoffinTl ' 

the river of Kamtfchatka. In the fprim 
breaks, they attempt to get to the fea- but I 
watch the heads of the rivers, and tak? , 
of them in a kind of nets; fome they drffn'i? 
mcr, and lay by for their winter food • and^ f 
they extrac'l the fat, or oil, by means’of red a 
which they carefully referve for a erea, v^rl.t^ 

New Albion. This vaft traft oTland ‘a?d“^'i‘'“: 
N. W. parts of America, arc put down by all ou 
graphers, in their maps and charts, as Terra inr 
or parts intirely unknown. Sir Francis Drake 
difcovered a port in nearly 40 dee.N larlt„a» "i.- ’ 
he entered, and where he remained five weeks i 
Martin Aguilar entered a llrait in latitude 45 d™ 
and another was difcovered by Juan de Puca in 
All the otherq^arts of the coaft, except Qpe Elias inf' 
titude 60 deg. and fome land difcovered by the Sn 
Biards have remained objefts of inveftigation, to 1 m S' 
plored and accurately marked by our gallant Com 
mandcr. Captain Cook, whofedifeoveries in thcrenarr ' 
as high as Cape Prince of Wales, near the Ardlir 
Circle; together with an account of his death at an 
ifland, called O-why-hee, near Kamtfchatka, will be 
the fubjeAs of fome of the following chapters, in the 
continuation of this hiftory of his third and laft voyage 
to which we Hiall now proceed. * 


CHAP. X. 


^be Rejohition and Difcffvrryy after their departure from the Society IjleSyproffcuteV>eiyvoyage--Ojrijhnt^^ Ijhnd difemred, 
tvbcre they arejupplied plentifully withjijb and turtle-—A Solar Eclipfe obfervcd—r’wo mariners lofe their way on fiore 
^Afingular method of refrejhing himfelf prafliced by one of ibefejiragglers—An infeription left in'a bottle—A defenp-i 
iion of Cbriflmas Ijland—three iflands deferibed—-Othej'S difcovered—Their names—the whole group denotninated'Snk- 
Il'ich Tjiands—A complete account of theirfoif produSlions, inhabitants^ (^c.—Cufojns of the natives agree with thojc of 
Tongataboo and Otaheite—Extent of this nation throughout the Pacific Ocean—And remarks on the ufeftdfituation of Sand- 
zvich IJlands—the Refolutm and Difeoveiy proceed to the northward—Nautical obfervaiions made at Sandwich Jjiands 
—Progrefs of the voyage—Arrival of the twofnps on the coaft of America—Defeription of the country—Difficult tec of 
Cape Foulzveat her—Stormy, and unfavourable winds—St rib?ures on Martin cT Aguilar's River, and fallacy of Jim 
de Fuca's pretendedJlratt—The Refolution and Difeovery anchor in an uilet in Hope Bay, where they are viftied by numbers 
oj the natives—An account of their behaviour—The two Jhips enter the found, and moor in a commodious harbour—Various 
incidents and tranfabims, during our intercourfe with the natives—Their behaviour at their villages, zvhile we made a 
progrefs round the found—A remarkable v fit from ftrangers—Afecond vifttlo one of the villages—Grafs pnrebaJed-De-- 
part lire of the Jhips after an exchange of prefents—Direblions for failing into the found—Its name-^A copious and enter- 
taining defer iption, zvithfeveral curious obfervations, on the adjacent country, and its inhabitants—Remarks on, and fpeci- 
menof the language in Nootka Sound—Afirommicaland nautical remarks—A Jiorm after leewing the found, in zvhicb the 
Refolution fprings a leak—The Jirait of Admiral de Fonte pajfed unexamined. 


O N Monday the 8th of December, having quitted 
Bolabola, and the Society IHes, we Heered to the 
northward, with the wind between N. E. and E. fcarce 
ever having it in the S. E. point, till after we had crolfcd 
the equator; nor did we meet with any thing by whic(;i 
the vicinity of land was indicated, till we began, about 
the latitude of 8 deg. S. to fee boobies, mcn-of war 
wars, terns, tropic birds, and a few other forts. OuiTon- 
gitude, at this time, we found to be 205 deg. caH. In 
the night, between the 22nd, and 23d, we pafTed the 
line ; and, on Wednefday the 24th, foon after day-break, 
we deferied land, bearing N. E. by E. We perceived 
upon a nearer approach, it was one of thofc low iflands, 
fo frequently met with in this ocean between the tro¬ 
pics; that is, a narrow bank of land, inclofing a fea or 
lake within. In two or three places we favv fome cocoa- 
.nut trees; but the land in general has a very Hcrile 
afpedt. It extended, at noon, from N. E. by E. to S. 
by E. half E. and diHant about four miles. On the 
wcHern fide we found the depth of water to be from 
forty to fourteen fathoms, over a fandy bottom. The 
Captain, being of opinion that turtle might be 
procured at this ifland, refolvcd to examine it; accord- 
ingly, we dropped our anchors in thirty fathoms water; 
and a boat was immediately difpatched to fearch fora 
coinniC>dious landing place. When flic returned, the 


officer who had been employed in this fearch, reported, 
that he found no place where a boat could land; but 
that fifli greatly al^unded in the fhoal water, without 
the breakers. On the 25th, being Chriflmas-day, two 
boats were fent, one from each fiiip, to examine more 
accurately whether it was pradicable to land; and, at 
the fame time, two others were ordered out, to fifli at a 
grappling near the Hiore. I'hefe lafl returned about 
eight o’clock, A. M. with as many fifli as weighed 
upwards of two hundred weight. Encouraged by this 
fuGcefs, they were difpatched again after breakfaft> aad 
the Captain himfelf went in another boat to view the 
coafl, and attempt landing, which, however,he found to 
be imprac^ticablc. The two boars that had been fip} 
on the fame fearch, returned about noon; andthcnia ' 
ter belonging to the Refolution, reported to 
Cook, that about four or five miles to the northwar , 
he had difcovered a break in the land, and a channf^ 
into a lagoon, confcquently there w'as a proper place 0 
landing; and that he had found off this entmnce 
fame foundings as we had* where we now were 
On the Hrength of this report, we weighed, and, 
two or three trips, anchored again over a u 

fine dark fand, before a little ifland lying ar j 

of the lagoon, on each fide of which is a channel 
ing into it, but fit only for boats; the water m t 
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on likewife very fhallow. In the morning 

^thc 26thi Captain Clerkc was ordered to fend out a 
u at with an oflicer, to the fouth-caft part of the 
1 ^n, in qneft of turtle; and Captain Cook wxnt 
with Mr. King, each in a boar, to the north- 
part. It was his intention to have gone to the 
2ftcrn extremity; but the wind not permitting it, 
he and Mr. King landed more to leeward, on a fandy 
flat w'here they caught one turtle. They waded 
through the water to an ifland, where they found 
only a few birds. Captain Cook, leaving Mr. King 
hereto obferve the fun’s meridian altitude, proceeded to 
the land that bounds the fea toward the north-wed, 
which he found even more barren than the lad men¬ 
tioned ific; but walking over to the fca-coad, he 
obferved three turtles clofc to the (liorc, one of which 
he caught. He then returned on board, as did Mr. 
King Toon afterwards. Though fo few' turtles were ob- 
j'trved by thefe two gentlemen, w’e did not defpair of a 
fupply ; fnr fome of the oflicers of the Difeovery, who 
had been alhore to the fouthw’ard of the channel 
leading into the lagoon, had more fuccefs, and caught 
many. The next morning, being Saturday, the 26th, 
the cutter and pinnace were difpatchcd under the 
command of Mr. King, to the fouth-ead part of the 
ifland, within the lagoon, to catch turtle; and at the 
fame time the fmall cutter was fent towards the north 
for the fame purpofe. Some of Captain Gierke’s people 
having been on diore all night, had been fo fortunate 
as to turn upwards of forty turtles on the fund, which 
were this day brought on board ; and, in the courfc of 
the afternoon, the party detached to the northward 
returned wdth half a dozen, and being fent back 
again, continued there till we quitted the ifland, hav- 
ing, upon the whole, pretty good fuccefs. Sunday, 
the 28th, Captain Cook, accompanied by Mr. Bailey, 
landed on the ifland lituatc between the two channels 
into the lagoon, to prepare the telefcopes for obferving 
the folar eclipfe that was expeided to be vidble on the 
joih. Towards noon, Mr. King returned with one 
boat, and eight turtles; feven were left behind to be 
brought by the other boat, whofe people were em¬ 
ployed in catching more; and in the evening the 
fame boat conveyed them proviflons and water. The 
next day the two boats, laden with turtle, were fent back 
10 the lliip by Williamfon, who, at the fame time in a 
melfage to Captain Cook, requefted, that the boats 
might be ordered round by fea, as he had difeovered a 
landing place on the foiith-eafl: fide of the ifland, 
where the greatefl: numbers of turtle were caught; lb 
that, by difpatching boats thither, the trouble of car- 
ly'ing them over the land, as we had hitherto done, to 
the infide of the lagoon, would be faved. 

Tuefday the 30th, two gentlemen belonging to the 
Difeovery returned, who, accompanied by Simeon 
Woodroif, the gunner’s mate, and ten feamen, had 
direded their courfc, on the 26th, to the north call 
quarter, in the cutter, having each man a pint of 
brandy, and a good quantity of w’atcr on board. About 
noon, they arrived at the neck of land, over w’hich they 
were to travel on foot, to come at the place where the 
turtle were known to harbour; and where it was dan¬ 
gerous to attempt to approach them by fea, on ac¬ 
count of the furf. Here they fccured falely their 
• cutter, and ercdled near the Ihorc a kind ot hut, to 
which they carried their proviflons, and fat down to 
refrefh. i'his done, they agreed to divide, and piirfuc 
their fpon in different parties. Accordingly they 
fet out, and before the next morning they had fent in 
feveral turtles. This they did by placing them acrofs 
a couple of oars in the manner of a bier, and in keep¬ 
ing a man employed in conveying them from the 
place where they w’cre turned, to the cutter. W hen 
they grew tired of their diverlion, they repaired to the 
place of rendezvous; bur it was fome furprizc to the 
tell, when, at nine in the morning, the two gentlemen 
and the gunner’s mate were mifling. It was con 
eluded, that they had gone too far within land, and 
that they had cither loll their way, or lunic accident 
had befallen them, perhaps from natives lurking fc- 
^0. 64. 


crctly.in the woods, though none had openly appeared. 
Under thefe apprchcnlions, two of their mariners, 
bartholomcwr' Loreman and Thomas Trccher, were 
fent .out in fearch of them, each carrying a gallon of 
w’ater, with brandy, and other refrefliments, in cafe 
they Ihould meet with the gentlemen in their w’ay. In 
a wild uncultivated country, over-run w'ith bufhes and 
clofe cover, the reader, who has never been bewildered, 
can have no idea of men’s being loll in the fliort fpace 
of a few miles; but fo, however, it happened to our 
gentlemen ; who, invited by the mixed melody of the 
birds in the woods, left their people as foon as they 
had properly ftationed them, and cqtercd an adjoining 
thicket, with iheir guns. The fport they met with 
led them on till night began to clofe upon them ; when 
they lound tlumfclves at a great diflance from the tiirt- 
Icrs, and in the miclll of a tracklcfs cover, with nothing 
but tall trees to dircttl their return ; but what was more 
alarming, the fun w^as no fooner fet than a thick fog fuc- 
cccdcd, which involved the woods in darknefs, though 
the open leach remained clear. In vain they attempted 
to regain the Ihorc ; for, in Tread of being able to difeern 
the trees they had marked to fccurc their return, 
they could hardly fee one another at three yards dif- 
tancc. In this fituation, they foon began to lofe all 
knowledge ot their way ; and leff, inllcad of proceed¬ 
ing in the right courfc, they fhould purfuc a contrary 
direction, they agreed to fit down to refi, and for that 
purpofechofc the lirfl: convenient fpot that chance threw 
in their way. Though their minds were troubled, 
they had fcarcc fet tnemfelvcs down, when fleep got 
the better of anxiety, and they lay compofed, till at¬ 
tacked by fwarms of black ants (creatures more poi- 
fonous than bugs) with which they were in a manner 
covered when they awoke, and fo disfigured and tor¬ 
mented with their bites and bliflers, that it is hardly 
pofliblc to deferibe their diflrefs. Thus circum- 
fianced, their firft care was to clear themfelvcs from 
thefe vermin by flripping thcmfelves naked, and 
fweeping them off with brullics made of the wings of 
the birds they had killed ; this done, they clorhed 
thcmfelves again, in order to renew their attempts to 
recover the Ihore; but all in vain. The farther they 
w alked, as it appeared afterwards, the farther they w^enc 
affray. At length, fufpcvffing. their error, they re- 
folved to remain ffationary, and each man, placing 
himfclf againfl an adjoining tree, endeavoured to con- 
folc hinilclf as well as he could till morning, when the 
appearance of the fun enabled them to judge of the 
courfc they were to purfue; bur, in a tracklcfs wildcr- 
nefs, hovv were they to make their way ! The woods in 
many places were overgrowm with thick grafs and 
brambles reaching to their middles, and in others fo 
thick intcrfeiffed with boughs and matted with leaves, 
that it was hardly pofiible for them to keep company, 
or to penetrate with their utmoff efforts (when thefe 
obfirudions happened) one hundred yards in as many 
minutes. They were now glad to abandon their game, 
happy they could regain the open country whth the 
lofs of every thing about them. The fiiirts and trow- 
fers they had on were foon in rags, their fliocs could 
hardly be kept on their feet, and their linen caps and 
handkerchiefs were rendered unfcrviccablc, by the 
frequent repetition of the ufes to which they had been 
applied. In fhorc, no degree of difirefs either of body 
or mind, could exceed that to which thefe unfortunate 
gentlemen were now' expofed. To their minds it was 
fome alleviation, when, about ten in the morning, they 
heard the Ibuiid of guns fired from the fhips on pur- 
pofe to lead them right, fuppofing them to have loft 
their way. But this was poor comfort, when they 
rcrtevfted, that the Ihips were at a great diflance, and 
that if they ventured to take them for their guide, they 
fliould never live to fee an end to their journey. Still 
labouring, therefore, to advance by the fun, they at 
length, all at once, obferved an opening, that led, as 
they though:, to the long-wiflied-for fliorc. The heart 
of man. ciilated with the moft exquifite joy, can only 
be fcnlible of the incxprefliblc pleafure which the gen¬ 
tlemen felt on perceiving this ray of hope. They 
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forgot for the moment, the pains of their lacerated 
bodies, though all torn with briers and befmeared with 
blood, and comforted themfelves with this dawn of 
ddiverance; but they had flill much to fufter; for 
when they ruflied with extafy from the cover, and 
carne to furvey the open country, they difeovered to 
their great mortification, 'that they were yet at a great 
dirtance from the neck of land, over which their people 
had pafTed; that this opening had brought them to 
another cfeck or inlet of the fea, and that they had yet 
to travel round a vail: circle of the thicket before they 
could come to the bay that was even now* fcarce within 
their knowledge. On this difeovery, dcfpairhad almofl: 
taken place of hope, when they heard, or thought they 
heard, a found like that of a man’s voice fir within 
the thicket. This, in a Ihort rime, was anfwered by a 
found not unlike the former, but fainter. It was then 
rightly conjedured that thefe founds proceeded from 
men fent in fearch of them, and they all endeavoured 
to raife a halloo in their turn ; but their throats were 
fo parched, that with their utmofl: efforts they could 
fcarce rife above a whifper. They now lamented the 
wafle of powder, which they had fniitlefsly expended 
during the night in making fignals of diflrefs, and 
rummaged their cafes to muflcr up a fingic charge. 
This, in fomc meafurc, had the defired cffccl. The 
report was heard by one of the fcamen who were in 
puriuit of them (as will be fecn hereafter) both of 
wlynn had been flruggling with equal difficulties, and 
toiling under greater incumbrances, without the Icafl 
profpecl of fuccceding in their fearch. Thcfc men 
were now bewildered thcnifelves, and hallooed to each 
other, as well for the fake of keeping company, as for 
fignals to the gentlemen, Ihould they be within hcar- 
ing. By this time the day was far advanced; and 
partly with fatigue and for want ofrcfreflimcnt, the gen¬ 
tlemen were almofl: fpent; they had been ever fincc the 
morning's dawn engaged in the mofi painful exertion 
of bodily ftrcngih, to extricate themfelves from the 
labyrinth in v\hich they had been involved, that ever 
men experienced, and by confcquence to an equal wafic 
of fpirics, without.any thing to reemit them; and 
now, though lefs entangled, they were more expofed to 
the heat of the fun, which brought on an intolerable 
third: that was no longer fuppcrtablc; they therefore, 
as the lad refourcc, repaired to the neared beach, where, 
to their comfort, they found a turtle, killed it, and drank 
the blood, in order to allay their third. One of them 
then undreffed himfclf, and lay down for a fliort time 
in the fliallow water; a lingular method of refrcfliino' 
himfelf, when fatigued. After this they took flieltcr in 
the hollow of a rock till the violent heat abated, during 
which time a rcfrcfliing deep gave them fomc relief, 
and enabled them to perform a journey of three or 
four leagues, which, otherwife, they mud have pcridi- 
ed, before they could have accompliflied. When they 
arrived at the hut, to their great concern, they found it 
deferred, and deditute of eveiy kind of provifions; 
bur cading their eyes towards the fliips, they per¬ 
ceived the boats hadening to their relief. The crew, 
and the officer who attended them, waited at the hut^ 
riij all their provifions were expended, and, not know¬ 
ing how to proceed, had repaired to the fliip for a 
frcdi fupply, and fredi orders; and he was now re¬ 
turning fully furniflied and indruded.' On his arrival, 
he was druck with adonidiment at the fight of three 
fuch mifcrable objeds as the gentlemen and the gun¬ 
ner's mate appeared to be. Their cry was for grog, 
which W'as dealt to them Iparingly, and they were con¬ 
veyed on board to be properly taken care of. The 
tird enquiry they made was, whether any of the Ihip’s 
company had been fent after them.^ And being an¬ 
fwered in the affirmative, and that they were not yet 
returned, they could not help exprefling their doubts 
whether they would return ; adding their widics at the 
fame time, that no means might be omitted to effed 
their recovery. Natural it is for men who havcjud expe¬ 
rienced any fignal deliverance, to feel poignantly for the 
fafety of others under the fame critical circumdances. 

It was therefore no finall fatisfadion, when they were 


told, that every poflible means would k7 ^-- 

relief - and to enable them, who were to be‘iln'“' 
errand, the better to dired their fearch 
defcribed as well as they could, the nlLe eentlcmca 
heard. The evening, howe^ P™"*^'hey wer" 
vanced, to undertake with any prob-ihiiir 
their deliverance. There were^^owt.So? 

(fcamen and marines) who had been dirmf?!. . 
on board, for recovering the gentlem^P^'^-J^V 
orders from Captain Clerkc, to traverfe the 
body, till theyfliould find them either livinS'J’’^ 
for, till the gentlenien appeared, nothing coufdte'^^'’’ 
eluded with certainty concernino-theni Th “ 
were of opinion, that, if they^had been 
would certainly have returned as foon as itu-I f' I'^T 
they could have no motive to purfuc their fnn 
night ! and it was by no me^s probableSt"’.^'’' 
Ihould be bewildered, becaufe they niisht 
found the fame way out of the emSbSkh b 
went into it. This was very plaufibic- but rl, 
board, «ho had failed witli Commodore ByroraS 
who remembered the almoll impenetrable thickest 
the ifland of I inian, where men could not fcconeani? 
thcr in the open day, at the diftanccof three yard* 
knew wcl how the gentlemen might be emaS’ 
hnppcir'^ "'ould fare with them if it fliould fo 

Early in the morning the party, and their plan of 
proceeding were formed, which was to march m lines 
at fuch a dilhncc from each other, as to be within 
hearing and their rout vvns propofed to be towards the 
fpot where the found of the voices was heard hv the 
gentlemen After a diligent fearch of fix hours' 13 ar- 
tholonrew' Loreman was difcovcitd in a inofi-mjferable 
condition, aimoft blinded by the venomous bites of 
the vermin, added to the fcorching heat of the fun 
and fpeechlcfs for want of fomething to cat. He made 
ligns for water, and fome ^vas given him. He was 
moving about, but totally flupid, having no fenfeof 
danger, or of the mifcrable condition in which hewa.^ 
found It fortunately happened, that the boats from 
iToth fiiips were prcvioufly font round the point of land, 
and planted along the coa'il, as it trended, for the con¬ 
venience of taking the gentlemen on board, in cafe 
they Ihould have been found firayed to any confidcrable 
diftancc. Had this precaution not been obfcrv'cd, the 
man mufihavc perifhed before he could have been con¬ 
veyed by any other means to the place of rendezvous, 
and it was with the utmofl difficulty that he was carried 
to the ncareft boat. As foon as he could be brought to 
his fpeech, he faid, that he had parted from his compa¬ 
nion Trechcr, in the morning, not in anger, but by rea- 
fbn of a difference in opinion about "the way back. 
He faid, they had travelled the day before as long as 
they could in fearch of the gentlemen without fuccefs, 
and that when overcome with fatigue, they fat down to 
refrefh, and he believed, drank a little coo freely of 
their grog, which occafioned them both to fall affeep. 
They were frightened when they awoke to find itniglu; 
and although they felt their faces and hands covered 
with vermin, the thoughts of having neglected their 
duty, and the dread of the confequences, fo diflraded 
their minds, that they were not fenfible of any other 
pain. As reft was now no longer their objciil, they rofe 
and w'andcred, they neither knew' nor cared where, rill 
day began to break upon them, and then they endea¬ 
voured to rccoliccft their way, with a view to rejoin their 
companions; but, after walking and winding about, as 
they could find a paffage through the biiflies, they at 
laft began to difeover that they were going from the 
place of rendezvous inftcad of making toward-s ^ 
Fatigued to the laft degree with walking, and perplexed 
in their minds, tliey began to grow carejefs about living 
or dying, and in that humour I’at down to lighten theit 
burden by making an end of their grog and provifions. 
This they had nofooner done, than flcep againfurprizccl 
them, and notwithftanding the vermin, with which thev’ 
found themfelves covered when they awoke, they fount 
themfelves again in.the dark, and again rofe up to wan^ 
der about, which they continued to do as before, la- 
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anting melancholy fituation, and confuking 

'^hat courfe to take. Several wild projects came into 
\eir heads. They had heard of Robinfon Crufoe’s 
r 'ing many years upon an uninhabited iiland, and why 
niche they not live in this? But hitherto they had feen 
l^^gj^r-footed aiiimal, nor any thing on which they could 
fubfilt, but turtle and fowls, the latter of which they had 
no means to attain, and they were totally unprovided 
with every earthly thing but what they carried about 
them. That feheme therefore appeared too romantic. 
They next thought of climbing .the higheft tree, to try if 
iheycould difeoverany hilloreminence,from whence they 
ini<rht take a view of the country, in order to be certain 
whether it was inhabited or not. This was approved 
byboth,and Trecher mounted the lofticfl tree within j 
hL reach, from whence, he faid, he could difeern, to- ' 
wards theS. W. a'mountain ofconfiderable height, and ! 
asthat was the point that led to the fliips, thither he : 
propoR'ii that they fliould gO; but Loreman rather " 
diofeto depend upon Providence, and endeavour to ; 
rcoain the fhore, as he judged by a report of a gun, 
which he thought he heard the day before, that it muft 
lie in the direclion from whence the found proceeded, j 
and thither he was endeavouring to make his way, till . 
his eye-fight failed him, and he loft all fcnfc-of adion. i 
His companion, he faid, who was at fome diftance far- ; 
thcrin the thicket, and who did not hear the report of i 
the run, did not believe what he faid; whereupon they 
agreed to part. What couiTc Trecher took, he could 
not tell, but he believed to the S. W. Loreman was 
judged hi too dangerous a way to admit of any delay: 
he was therefore fent olf in a boat, and being put under 
the care of the furgeon, foonrmcovered. 

After this detail it was debated, whether to refign 
Trecher to his fate, or to continue the fcarch. 'Fhc hu- 
nianiryoF the officer who had the command of the 
party prevailed. In confcqucnce of this, the whole ; 
parry, in the morning, about ten o’clock, after taking 
fome rcftcfhmenc, fet out to fcour the thickets, and, by 
hallooing, beating of drums, and purfuing different 
courfes, determined he ihould hear them if he were 
alive. It was no eafy taflc to penetrate a trackIcfs cover, 
overgrown with underwood, and aboainding with in-, 
fetfls, of which the mufkatocs were the leaf! troublefome. 
But numbers make that eafy, which to individuals would 
be imprafticable. They went on chcarfully at firft; 
but before a few hours were elapfcd, even the gentle¬ 
men, who were infjpirited by their fuccefs in killing 
game, began to be tired, and it was thought advifeablc 
fa reft and refrcfii thcmfelves during the intenfe mid¬ 
day heat, and to renew* the purfuit after they had dined. 

As yet they had not been able to difeover any trace or 
track of the man they were purfuing, though it had 
been agreed between Trecher and his companion, to cut 
houghs from the trees, as; they pafied along, by way of 
marie or guide to each other, in cafe of reparation. 
*fhis was no fmall difeouragement; and few had any 
mlifii to renew a labour attended w'ith fo much fatigue, 
and fo little profpcct of fuccefs. The officers alone 
'^'erc bent on the purfuit. The men, though they were 
no Icfs willing, were not equally able to endure the fa- 
dguc, and lome of them were even ready to drop, 
before their dinner and grog had revived their fpirits. 

only expedient, that now' remained to be tried, 
^as, thatw'hich Trecher had hit upon, namely, to climb 
the higheft tree that appeared in view', in order to look 
Ibr the mountain, to w-hich it w'as thought probable 
that he might direct his coairfe. This was rfo fooner 
propofed than executed, and the high land feemed at 
great diftance from the place where the party had 
timed. It was now agreed to make the beft of their 
"^ay to the eminence,but this proved not fo eafy a talk 
it at firft appeared to be. When they thought them- 
klves juft ready to mount, they met with a lagoon that 
mt^errupted their progrefs; and coafting it along, they 
aucovered the fkeleton of a creature that, by its length, 
appeared to be an alligator. ' In viewing this narrowly, 
^mething like the track of a large animal was ob- 
. ^’cd to have palled it, and the high grafs on the mar- 
gm pt the lagoon to havp been frefti trodden. This 


excited the curioflty of the whole party, who imagined 
that fome monfter inhabited the lagoon, againft which 
it was prudent for them to be on their guard. The 
w aters of the lagoon were fait as brine, and every wkerc 
flvirted with a kind of reed and fedge, that reached as 
high as a man’s head, and could not be penetrated 
without danger from fcorpions or other venomous rep¬ 
tiles, fcveral of which had been feen in the bullies. 
All attempts therefore of fucceedingby this courfe ap¬ 
peared CO be labour loft, and as no other w'ere thought 
more probable, it was rcfolvcd to relinquilh the pur¬ 
fuit, and to return to the boats; but the day being al¬ 
ready coo far fpent to make their return practicable be¬ 
fore the morning, it was agreed to coaft it along the 
lake, to endeavour to find accefs to the oppofice hills; 
and this w'as the more cafily effedted, as between the 
fedgy border and the thicket, there was an open fpace 
of unequal breadth, only fometimes- intcrfeClcd with 
patches of brambles that joined the lake, but of no 
great extent. Through thefe they made their way with 
little oppofition till the lake appeared to deepen, when 
a moft llubborn woody copfe feemed to bid defiance to' 
their further progrefs. This dilficuky, however, was 
with much labour funnounted, and it was no fooner 
palfcd, than the lake was found to terminate, and the 
ground to rife. The country now began' to put on a 
new' face. I'he profpedt which had hitherto prefented 
nothing but a wild and almoft impenetrable thicket, as 
they afeended the riftng ground, became delightful; 
and w'hcn they had attained the fummit of the emi¬ 
nence, was exceedingly pidlurc.fquc. Here they de¬ 
termined to pafs the night within a pleafant grove, 
which feemed to be dtligned by nature for a place of 
reft. The whole party now affemblcd, and orders were 
given by the commanding officers to ereCT: temporary 
tents to fticlccr them from the evening damps. Thefe 
tents were only boughs and leaves of trees fet up tent 
fafiiion. In this fcrvice fome w'erc employed in cutting 
down and preparing materials, while others were bu- 
fied in difpoftng and putting thCm together: fome 
wore ordered to colleCl fuel, and others to carry it to 
an adjoining hill, in order to be kindled at the clofc of 
d.ay, and kept burning during the night, by way of 
lignal, to let the boats know that the party w'erc fafe, 
and that they had not yet relinquifticd the fearch. Ad(l 
to thefe orders, chat a fentincl was to attend the fire in 
the night, and a watch to be regularly fet and relieved 
to guard the tents. In the mean time, the gentlemen 
amufed themftlvcs by taking a view of the lagoon from 
the hills, and obferving its extent. It is bounded on 
three fidcs by a ridge of hills, and open only to the 
N. W. froni which qirartcr they had approached it. 
They alfo obferved an open down to trend tow'ards the 
fliorCjby which the low grounds w'ere divided,and hence 
they concluded, that their return w’ould be much fhor- 
tened. Before night fet in, the tents were compleated, 
and the orders that had been given were carried punc¬ 
tually into execution; the fire was lighted; the fenti¬ 
ncl at his ftation; the w'atch fet; and the party all re¬ 
tired to reft. About midnight the fcntinel, who at¬ 
tended the fire, was furprized by a four-footed monfter, 
that had ftolc upon him with a flow and folemn pace, 
and was juft ready to feize him, when he ftarted fud- 
dcnly from it, and flew down to the tents to apprize 
the watch. The officer on duty was prcfently made ac¬ 
quainted with the impending danger, who immediately 
called to their afiiftance the ferjeantof marines, the fo- 
cond mare, and the armourer, the ftouteft men of the 
party. With this reinforcement they marched up tlic 
hill in form, Mr. Hollingfby and Mr. Dixon in front, 
the ferjeant and the fcntinel in the next line, and two 
failors in the rear. As they approached the fire, the 
fentinel, peeping from behind the armourer, beheld 
the monfter through the fmoke, as tall again as he ap¬ 
peared before, and defired the front line to kneel and 
fire; but the armourer, fearing neither devil nor mon¬ 
fter, determined to face the enemy. He therefore ad¬ 
vanced boldly, and looking fharply, took the monfter 
fora man, and called to him to fpcak, in the ufual 
phrafe of a fcaman. But what was their aftonifhment, 
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when they beheld the very identical Thomas Trccher, 
ol' whom they had been in fearch fo long, crawling upon 
dll fours, for his feet were fobliftered that he could not 
rtand, and his throjit fo parched that he could not fpeak. 
It is hard to fay which was predominant, their furprize 
or joy. No time, however, was loft in adminiftering 
relief. Somt ran to the tents to tell the ilews, and to 
bringfoind tefrclhment, while the reft ftrove to eafe him, 
by lupporting him in their arms. In a few minutes he 
WMs furrounded by the w hole party, fomc eager to hear 
his ftory, and all to give him relief. The olhccrs 
brought him cordials, which they adminiftered fpar- 
ingly till he was brought to his fpeech. He was a 
moft affecting fpedlaclc, bliftered from head to foot by 
poifonous infects, whofc venomous ftings had caufed 
fuch an intolerable itching, chat his very blood was in¬ 
flamed by conftant rubbing. By anointing him with 
oil, the acrimony in fomc degree abated, and by fre¬ 
quently giving him fmall quantities of tea mixed'with 
a little brandy, they brought him to his fpeech; but 
it was fomc days before he recovered the perfed ufe of 
his fonfes. As foon as they had recovered him fo fir, 
by proper refrclbments, as to entertain hopes of faving 
his life, they carried him to bed, and ordered one of 
•his meifmates to attend him. In the morning his fever 
wai abated; but there arofc a difliculty, how he was to 
be conveyed more than twelve miles, through a coun¬ 
try, fuch as has been deferibed, in his weak condition. 
To Englifh failors nothing, that is notimpofllblc, is im- 
pradicablc. One of them remembered that, w hen he 
was a boy, his fchoolfellows ufed to divert themfclvcs 
with making fedan chairs of ruflics, and he thought it 
an eafy matter to frame fuch a one from the materials 
in the thicket, that w'ould anfwcr the purpofe, I'his 
was no fooncr propofed than executed, and a machine 
contrived, in which they took it by turns to carry him 
through almoft infurmountable obftrudions. I'hc gen¬ 
tlemen had, indeed, difcovered a lefs encumbered paf- 
fage than that, through w'hich they had made their 
way the day before; but it reached very little farther 
than they could fee with the naked eye; all the low 
ground beyond was fwampy and reedy, and abounding 
w ith infcCfs of various kinds. In the evening, inexpref- 
libly fatigued, they reached the beach, where the Dif- 
covcit’s cutter was grounded, and where likewife the 
Kcrolution’s boar, chat had been waiting all the day be¬ 
fore on the oppofite fide of the pcninfula, w'as arrived. 
After fomc flight rcfrcflimcnr, each parry repaired to 
their ow n Ihip; and Trcchcr, being committed to tfic 
furgeon’s care, recovered gradually, but it was fome 
weeks before he w as fit to do duty. Confidcring what 
11 range people the gen rality oj'failors are, while on 
Ihore, w c might, inftcadof being much furprized, that 
the tw 0 fcamen fhould lofc their way, rather wonder that 
no more of them were rniiling. 

I'his day, (1 ucfday, the 30th) Captain Cook, and 
Meftrs. King And Bailey, repaired in the morning to 
the fmall ifland, to obferve the cclipfc of the fun. The ' 
Iky was overcaft at times; but it was clear w^hen the 
eclipfc ended. Having fome yams and cocoa-nuts on 
board, in a ftatc of vegetation, wc planted them on 
this fpiot, and fomc feeds of melons were fow n in ano¬ 
ther place. The Captain alfo left on this little iflc a 
bottle, having this infeription : 

Georgius Taiius^ R-x, 31 Dccemhris, 1777. 
y Ri'foliiiion^ Jac. Cook^ Pr, 
jyajcs I Clerke, Pr. 

A D niS Thurfday the ift of January, our 

■ ' C* boats were font out to bring on board our 
different parties employed on fliorc, who, in the coiirfe 
of a week, had taken more than 100 turtle, from 150 
to 300 pound w'cight: but wc had not been able to dif- 
cover any frcfli water. It being late before this bufi- 
nefs w as completed, the Captain thought proper to de¬ 
fer failing till the next morning. The turtle wc pro¬ 
cured at this ilknJ were all of the green fort, and, per 
hap.:, not inferior in gomlncfs to any in the world. 
Wc alfo caught with hook and line, a great quantity 
of fifli, principally conllfting of cavaflics, fnappers, 
and a few rock fifh of two fpecies, one with whitilh 


ftreaks fcattcred about, and the nrk.. --- 

blue foots. The foil of this iOand "“Serous 

of Chrillmas IHand was given bee^ 
fenival here,) is. in fonfe phees 
and conipofed of fand, the dung’of ^■ackilh. 

vegetables. In other parts, it is fnrm V"* W'ten 
coral ftoncs, decayed niclls, and othir m 
tions. fhefe are dcpofited in lontr 
King parallel with the fca-coafl; and^’muftT 
thrown up by the waves, though thev T" 
prefent, within a mile of thefc places 
prove incontcflibly, that the idand has heln . '® 
bydilTcfcnt accedlons from the fea, and k il 
-augmentation; the broken pieces of rnr, 
wife many of the flielis. being to? wS 
Have been brought from the beach bv'any birch? 
places where they are now lyinc ThnLi ^ 
not, after repeatedly digging, find a drop of frelh 
wc met with fcvcral fait ponds, which, as they h?"’ 
communication w th the foa Jk ui 
the water filtrating thro, gh the S 
high tides. (.ne'Lf thetnen 
fomc fait on the fouth -callern part of the fl?] W 
could not difcover the fmalleft traces of anv h, " 
creature having ever been here before us • and^^^!^'' 
(liould any one be accidentally driven on the in, 

leftthere. he would hardly b^ ab7e :o?7oSo g Kir 

Zl' ■ ‘"•e birds and U ina^bundant" 

theie are no vthble means of allaying third, nor aS 
vegetable that wtiuld lervc as a fubflitutc for bread I 

correfl the bad effedfs of animal diet! On the few? 
coa-nut trees upon the idand, we found very little 
and that little not good. A few low trees were™b- 
ferved m fome parts, bcfidcs fcvcral fmall flirubs aiid 
plants, which grew in a very languid manner. Wc 
found a lort of purdain, a fpecies of fida, or Indian 
mal ow. and another plant that feemeJ, from its leaves 
to be ^ vr: fcmbrtanihmiim; with two forts oferai:/ 
Under thb low trees fat vaft numbers of a new fpecies 
of tern, or egg-bird, black above; and white below, 
having a while arch on the forehead. Thcfc birds 
aic lomcwhat larger than the common noddy; their' 
eggs arc bluifli, ami fpeckled with black. There were 
like wife many common boobies; a fort greatly refemb- 
lingagannct; and a chocolatc-colourcd fpecies, with 
a white belly. Mcn-of-war birds, curlews, plovers, and 
tropic birds, arc to be found here. We faw numbers of 
land-crabs, frnall lizards, and fcvcral rats fmallcr than 
ours. T his ifland is fuppofed by Captain Cook to be 
between 15 and 20 leagues in circuit. Its form is femi- 
circular; or like the moon in her laft quarter, the two 
horns being the north and fouth points. 7’he weftfide, 
or the fmall ifland .ficuatc at the entrance into the la¬ 
goon, lies in 202 deg. 30 min. caft longitude, and in 
the latitude of i deg. 59 min. north. Like moft of 
the other iflcs in this ocean, Chriftmas Hand is fur- 
rounded by a reef of coral rock, extending bur a little 
way from the fliore; and further out than this reef,on 
the wcflern fide, is a bank of fand, which extends a 
mile into the fca. There is good anchorage on this 
bank, in any depth between eighteen and thirty fathom. 
During our continuance here, the wind generally blew 
a frefh gale at E. by S. or E. and we had conftantly a 
great fviell from the northward, which broke on the 
reef in a very violent manner. 

Friday, the 2nd, at day-break, we unmoored, fo 
fail, and refumed our northerly courfe, with the Uif- 
covery in company. As wc were now clear of land, 
had a profperous gale, and plenty of provifions, the men 
were allowed turtle to boil with their pork, which in a 
few' days was difconiinucd by the advice of thefurgeon, 
and turtle fubftituted in the room of every other kin 
of meat. This was found both healthful and nouriuv 
ing, and was therefore continued till within a few da)S 
of our arrival at another ifland, where we met "it 
frcfli provifions and water equal to any we broug 
with us from the Society Iflcs. On the jd, the "i/i 
lliiltcd, and a ftorm came on, preceded by a 
darknefs, that prefaged fomc violent convulfion, ^ 

foon after it broke forth in thunder, lightning, 
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which in two hours increafcd to fuch a raging 
as no man on board had ever known the like. 
?^tunarely, it was but of fhort continuance; but, in 
hat little time, the fca broke over our quarter, and 
red the decks of every thing that was loofe. After 
wc hac! a gentle breeze at E. and E. S. E. which 
continued till we arrived in the latitude of7deg.45 mm. 
XI and in 20c deg. cafl: longitude, where we had one 
day of perfecT: calm. A N. E. by E. wind then fuc- 
cceded, which blew faintly at firff, but frefliened as wc 

oceeded northward. We daily obferved tropic birds, 
gobies. &c. and between the latitude of ro and 11 
, N. we faw feveral turtles. Though all thefe 
are coniidered as figns of the proximity of land, we 
difeovered none till early in the morning of Sunday, 
the 18th, when an ifland appeared bearing N. E. by E. 
Not long after more land was feen, which bore N. and 
vas totally detached from the former. At noon, the 
firft was fuppofed to be 8 or 9 leagues diftant. Our 
l^ncritude at this time, was 200 deg. 41 min. E. and our 
latinide 21 deg. 12 min. N. The next day, at fun-rife, 
the iHand lirfl feen bore E. diftant 7 leagues. Not be¬ 
ing able to reach this, we ihaped our courfe for the 
other; and foonafter, obferved a third ifland, bearing 
W. N. W. 

We had now a fine breeze at E. by N- and, at noon, 
the fecond ifland, named Atooi, for the eaft end of 
which we were fleering, was about two leagues diftant. 
As we made a nearer approach, many of the inhabit¬ 
ants put off from the Ihore in their canoes, and very 
readily camcalong-fide thefliips. Wc were agreeably fur- 
prized to find, that they fpoke a dialed oftheOcahcitcan 
hnguage. They could not be prevailed on, by any en¬ 
treaties^ to come on board. We conveyed to thole in 
the neareft canoe fomc brafs medals, tied to a rope; and 
they, in return, faftened fome mackarcl to the rope, by 
way of an equivalent. This was repeated; and fome 
nails or pieces of iron, were given them; for which 
they returned in exchange fomc more fifh, and a fweet 
potatoe; a fure Indication of their having fome notion 
of bartering, or, at Icaft, of returning one prefent for 
another. One of them even offered for fale the piece 
of (fuff which he wore about his waift. Thefe people 
did not exceed the ordinary lize, but arc ftoutly made. 
Their complexion is brown; and though there appears 
but little dilfcrcncc in the cafts of their colour, there 
is a confiderable variation in their features. Moft of 
them have their hair cropped fliort; a few had it tied 
in a bunch at the top of the head ; and others fulfered 
it to flow loofe. It feemed to be naturally black ; but 
the generality of them had ftained it with fome fluff 
which communicated to it a brownifli colour. Moll 
ot them had pretty long beards. They had no or¬ 
naments about their perfons; nor did we obfen'e that 
they had their ears perforated. Some of them were 
tatooed on the hands, or near the groin; and the pieces 
of cloth,-worn by them round their middle, were cu- 
rioufly coloured with white, black and red. They 
feemed to be mild and good natured; and were fur- 
nilhed with no arms of any kind, except fome fmall 
Hones, which they had manifeftly brought for their 
own defence; and thefe they threw into the fca when 
they found there was no occalion for them. Perceiv¬ 
ing no figns of an anchoring place, at this eaftern ex¬ 
tremity of the ifland, we bore away to leeward, and 
ranged along the S. E. fide of the coaft, at the diftance 
of about a mile and a half from the Ihore. The ca¬ 
noes left us when we made fail; but others came off, as 
^’C proceeded along the coaft, and brought with them 
pigs and fome excellent potatoes, which they exchanged 
lor whatever we offered to them; and feveral fmall pigs 
Were purchafed by us for a fix-penny nail each. We 
pafled divers villages; fome of w hich were fituated 
near the fea, and others further up the country. The 
inhabitants of all of them came in crowds to the ftiore, 
^nd alfcmblcd oh the elevated places to take a view of 
ihe fltips. On this lido of the ifland the land r.fjs in a 
gentle acclivity from the fea to the bottom ol the moun¬ 
tains, which occupy the central part of the country, ex- 
fept atone place near the eaftern end, there they rife 
immediately from the fea: they feemed to be compofed 
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of ftonc. or rocks lying in an horizontal ftrata. We 
obferved a few trees about the villages ; near which we 
could alfodifcern feveral plantations of fugar^canesand 
plantains. We continued to found, but did not Ihike 
ground whth a line of 50 fathoms, till we came abreaft 
of a low point, near the N. W. extremity of the ifland* 
where we found from 12 to 14 fathoms, over a rocky 
bottom. Having palTed this point, we met with 20 fa¬ 
thoms, then 16, and at laft 5, over a bottom of fand. 
We fpent the night in ftanding off and on, and the next 
morning, being Tuefday, the 20th, flood in for the land* 
We were met by feveral canoes filled with natives, 
fome of whom ventured to come on board. None of 
the inhabitants we were ever before converfant with* 
in any other country or ifland, were lb aftoniflied as 
thefe people, upon entering our Ihip. Their eyes werd 
inceflantly rolling from one object to another; and the 
wildnefsof their looks and geflures fully indicated their 
perfedt ignorance w ith refpecl to every thing they be¬ 
held ; and ftrongly marked to us, that they had never* 
till the prefent time, been vifited by Europeans, nor 
been acquainted with any of our commodities, except 
iron. . This metal, however, they had in all probability 
only heard of, or had perhaps known it in fome incon- 
fidcrable quantity, brought to them at a remote period. 
Thcyalked for it by the appellation of hamaite, refer¬ 
ring probably to fome inftrument, in making which 
iron could be ferviceably employed; for they applied 
that name to the blade of a knife, though they had no 
idea of that parricular inftrument, which they could not 
even handle properly. They alfo frequently called iron 
by the name of toe, which fignifiesa hatchet, or adze. 
On our (hewing them fomc beads, they firft afleed what 
they were; and then, whether they were to be eaten. 
But on their being informed, that they were to be. 
hung in their ears, they rejedlcd them as ufclcfs. They 
were equally indifferent with regard to a looking-glafa 
that we offered them, and returned it for a fimilar reafon. 
China cups, plates of earthen ware, and other things of 
that kind, were fo new to them, that they afked whether* 
they were made of wood. They were in many refpcdls 
naturally polite; or, at leaft, cautious of giving offence. 
Some of them juft before they ventured aboard, re¬ 
peated a long prayer; and others, afterwards, fang, and 
made various motions with their hands. On their firft 
entering the ftiip, they attempted to fteal every thing 
that they could lay hands on, or rather take it openly, as 
if they fuppofed, that we ftiould cither not refent fuch 
behaviour, or not hinder it. But we foon convinced!; 
them of their error; and when they obferved we kept a 
watchful eye over them, they became lefs aiftive in ap-* 
propriating to themfclves what did not belong to 
them. 

About nine o’clock, the Captain difpatchcd Lieut* 
VVilliamfon, with three armed boats, to look out for a 
proper landing place, and forfrefli water; with orders, 
that if he ftiould find it necclfary to land in fcarch of 
the latter, he ftiould not allow more than one man to 
accompany him out of the boats. The very moment 
they were putting off from the Ihip, one of the iflanders 
having ftolcn a cleaver, leaped overboard, got into his 
canoe, and haftened towards the Ihore, while the boats 
purfued him in vain. The rc^ifon of the Commo¬ 
dore’s order, that the crew’s of the boats ftiould not ga 
afliorc, was, that he might prevent, if poflible, the im¬ 
portation of a dangerous difeafe into this ifland, which 
he knew fome of our people now laboured under, and 
which we, unfortunately, had received from, and com¬ 
municated to, ^)t’ner illands in this ocean. From the 
fame humane motive, he commanded, that all female, 
vilitants fliould be excluded from both thcfliips. Many 
perfons of this fex had come off in the canoes* Theit* 
fea-urcs, complexion, and ftature, were not very dif¬ 
ferent from thofe of the men> and though their coun¬ 
tenances were extremely open and agreeable, few traces 
of delicacy were viAble either in their faces or other' 
proportions. The only difference in their drefs wa$ 
their having a piece of cloth about their bodies, reach¬ 
ing from near the middle almoft down Co the knees, in-» 
ftead of the maro worn by the male fex. They were as 
much inclined to favour us with their company on 
6 R board* 
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board, as foine of the meii were; but the Commodore 
Vr'as extremely defirous of preventing all connedlion, 
which might, in all probability, convey an irreparable 
injury to themfelvcs, and afterwards, through their 
means, to the whole nation. Another prudent precau¬ 
tion was taken, by ftridly enjoining, that no perfon, 
capable of communicating the infection, fliould be fent 
on duty out of the Ihips. Captain Cook had paid equal 
attention to the fame ohjc»5t, .when he firH: viiited the 
Friendly Illes; but he afterwards found, to his great 
regret, that his endeavours had not fucceeded. And 
there is reafon to apprehend, that this will conftantly 
be the cafe, in fuch voyages as ours, whenever it is ne- 
cetFary that many people Ihould be employed on fhore. 
nie opportunities and incitements to an amorous inter- 
courfe are then too numerous to be eftcdluaily guarded 
againlt; and however confident a commander may be 
of the health of his men, he is often undeceived too late. 
Among a number of men, there arc in general to be 
found fome, who endeavour to conceal any venereal 
fymptoms, and there are others fo profiigatc and aban¬ 
doned, as not to care to whom they communicate this 
difeafe. We had an infiance of this lafi obfervation at 
Tongataboo, in the gunner of the Difcoveiy, who had 
been llationcd on lliore. After knowing that he had 
contra( 5 ted this difordcr, he continued to have connec¬ 
tions with different women, who were fiippofed to have 
been, till that time, free from any infediion. Mis com¬ 
panions remonfirated to him on this fcandalous beha¬ 
viour without effed, till Captain Clerke, being informed 
of it, ordered him to repair on board. 

During the time the boats were employed in recon- 
noitering the coaft, we ftood off and on with the fliips. 
Towards noon our lieutenant returned, and reported, 
that he had obferved, behind a beach near one of the 
villages, a large pond, faid by the natives to contain 
frefh water, and that there was tolerable anchoring 
ground before it. He alfo had made an attempt to land 
in another place, but was prevented by the iflanders, 
who coming down in great numbers to the boats, en¬ 
deavoured to take away the oars, mufquets, and every 
other article they could lay hold of; and crow'ded fo 
thick upon him and his people, that he was under the 
necefiity of firing, by which one man was killed. This 
unfortunate circumftance, however, was not known to 
Captain Cook till after we had quitted the ifiand, fo 
that all his meafurcs were dire( 5 led as if no affair of that 
kind had happened. Mr. Williamfon informed him, 
that as foon as the man fell, he was taken up and car¬ 
ried olf by his countrymen, who then retired from the 
boats; but flill they made fignals for our people to land, 
which they declined. It did not appear, that the na¬ 
tives had the Icafi intention of killing, or even hurting 
any of them, but were excited by curiofity alone, to get 
from them what they had, being prepared to give, in 
return, any thing that appertained to themfclves. 
Captain Cook then difpatched one of the boats to lie 
in the beft anchoring ground; and, when flie had gained 
this nation, we bore down with the lliips, and call 
anchor in 25 fathoms, water, over a fandy bottom. The 
fafiern point of the road, w'hich was the low point al¬ 
ready mentioned, bore fouth 31 deg. eaft; the weft: 
point north 65 deg. wefi; and'the village near which 
the ficth water was faid to be, was one mile difiant. 
The fnips being thus ftationed, between three and four 
in the afternoon, the captain went afhore with three 
armed boats, and twelve of the marines, with a view of 
e.vamining the water, and trying the difpolition of the 
natives, who had alfembled inconrideral.de numbers on 
a landy beach before the village; behind it was a valley, 
in which was' the piece of water. The moment he 
k-aped on Ifiorc, all the ifianders fell proffrate upon 
tl'.cir faces, and continued in that pofiurc, till, by figns, 
he prevailed on them to rife. They then prefented to 
bun many Imall pigs, with plantain trees, making ufe 
of nearly the fame ceremonies which we had fecn prac- 
tifcd, on fimilar occafions, at the Society, and other 
illcs, arid A long oration or prayer being pronounced 
by an individual, in which others of the alfembly joined 
oecalionally. The captain fignified his acceptance of 
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their proftered n-iendfhip, by beftowing on ,K 
return, fuch prefents as he had brought-.n, in 

mtroduaory bufinefs being ended, hfft,,in„ ?' This 

upon the beach, and was then condu&i i, 
the natives to the water, which was cvfr„ , “f 
and fo confidcrable a colledion, that it niiXf' 
ininated a lake. After this he returned 0^,''^'"“- 
gave orders, t^hat preparations lliould be madSi?"'' 
our water calks in the morning, at which tin e“ e > 
alhore with fome of our people, having a par^of n 
rmes for our guard. We had no foont'J landed 1 
trade was entered into for potatoes and uv u 
idandeis bartered for nulls and piecesln ^^'’^ 
from giving any obfirueflion to our men, who 
cupied m watering, they even affifted them in 
the calks t^o and from the pool, and performed !hh 
alacrity whatever was required of them. Leavincr r- 
command of this ftation to Mr. Williamfon, who lunH 1 

with us, we madeancxcuriion up the country into rK 
valley, accompanied by Melfrs. Anderfon and Webllr 
and by a numerous train of natives, one of whom wh * 
had been very adive in keeping the others in order rhe 
captain made choice of as our guide. This man fiom 
time to time, proclaiming the approach of our ecntlc 
men, every perfon who met them fell proftrate on the 
ground, and remained in that pofition till wc had 
paired. This, as wewere afterwards informed, is the 
method of fiiewing refped to their own chiefs. At 
every village, as the fiiips ranged along the coaft, *wc 
had deferied one or more elevated white objects* rc- 
fembling obelilks; one of which, fuppofed to be at 
leafi: fifty feet high, was very confpicuous from our an¬ 
choring place, and feemed to be at a fmall dirtance up 
this valley. To have a nearer view of it was the prin¬ 
cipal motive of our walk; but it happened to be in fuch 
a lltuation that we could not get ?.t it, the pool of water 
leparating it from us. However, as there was another 
of the fame kind about half a mile diftant upon our fide 
of the valley, we fet out to vifit that. We found it to 
be fituated in a burying ground, or morai, which bore 
a linking refembJance, in feveral refpeefts, to thofc wc 
had feen at Otaheite, and other iflands. It was an ob¬ 
long fpacc, of confiderable extent, environed by a ftone 
wall, four or five feet high. The inclofed fpacc was 
loofcly paved, and at one end of it was placed the obc- 
lifk or pyramid, called by the natives henananoo, which 
w as an exad: model of the larger one we had feen from 
the Ihips. It was about tw'cnty feet in height, and four 
feet fquarc at the bafe. Its four lides were formed of 
fmall poles, interwoven with twigs and branches, thus 
compofing an indifferent wicker-work, hollow within, 
from the top to the bottom. It appeared to be in a 
ruinous ftatc, and had been originally covered with .a 
thin greyilh cloth. On each fide of it w'cre long pieces 
of wicker-work, termed hcreanec, in a condition equally 
ruinous, with two poles inclining towards each other at 
one corner, on which fome plantains were placed on a 
board, fixed at the height of about fix feet. This the 
iflanders call herairemy, and they faid the Iruit was 
ofiered to their deity. Before the henananoo w'cre feveral 
pieces of wood, carved in fome refemblancc of hum^ 
figures. There was alfo a Hone near two feet in hei^hr, 
covered with cloth. Adjoining to this, on the outlidc 
of the morai, was a fmall fhed, which they call harec- 
pahoo; and before it was a grave, w here the remains o 
a woman had been depolited. On the luither lide o 
the area of the morai w’as a houfe, or flicd, calle 
hemanaa, about forty feet in length, ten in breadt , 
but narrower at each end: thougli conliderably longer 
it was lower than their common habitations. 
the entrance into this houfe flood two images, 
three feet high, cut out of one piece of wood, w ith p - 
dcflals: they were faid to be Eatooa no Veheina, or 
prefentations of goddelfes, and were not very m i 
rent either in defign or e.xecution. On the head o 
of them was a cylindrical cap, not unlike the j 
drefs at Otaheite, called tortiou; and on that o 
other, a carved helmet, fomewhat refemblmg th 
the antient w'arriors, and both of them had 
cloth faflened about the loins, and hanging 
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ved wood, with cloth hung on it. Before the pe- 
lay a quantity of fern, that had been placed 
here at different times. In the middle of the houfc, 

^ d before the images, was an oblong fpace, inclofed 
? an edging of ffone, and covered with flireds of cloth: 
this was the grave of feven chiefs, and was called 
henecne. We had already met with fo many inffances 
of refeinblance, between the morai we were now vifit- 
ing and thofe of the iflands we had lately vifited, that 
vie entertained little doubt in our own minds of the 
similarity in their rites, and particularly in the horrid 
obhtinn of human facrifices. Our fufpic’*)ns were foon 
confirmed; for on one fide of the entrance into the 
hemanaa we obferved a fmall fquare place, and another 
{till fmaller; and on afking what thefe were, we were 
infonned by our condudtor, that in one of them was 
interred a man, and in the other a hog, both which had 
been offered up to the deity. At no great diftance from 
thefe were three other fquare inclofed places, with two 
•pieces of carved wood at each of them, and a heap of 
fern upon them. Thefe were the graves of three chiefs, 
and before them was an inclofed fpace, of an oblong 
figure, called Tangatataboo, by our guide, who de-. 
Glared to us, that three human facrifices, one at the 
funeral of each chief, had been buried there. Indeed, 
every appearance induced us to believe, that this in¬ 
human pradlice was very general. In many fpots within 
thisburying-ground, were planted trees of the Morinda 
Citrifolia, and Cordia Sebaftina, befides feveral plants 
of theEtce, with the leaves of which the hemanaa was 
thatched. 

Our journey to and from this morai, lay through the 
plantations. We obferved mo ft of the ground was 
pcrfedly fiat, with ditches interfedting different parts, 
and roads that feemed to have been raifed to fome height 
by art. The intervening fpaces, in general, were 
planted with taro, which grew with great vigour. There 
were feveral fpots where the cloth-mulberry w'as planted, 
in regular rows; this alfo grew vigoroufly. The cocoa- 
trees were in a lefs thriving condition, and were all low; 
but the plantain-trees made, a pretty good appearance. 
Upon the whole, the trees that are moft numerous 
around this village, arc the cordia febaftina. The 
greareft part of the village is near the beach, and con- 
lifts of upwards of iixty houfes there, and we faw near 
forty more fcattered about towards the morai. After 
wc had carefully examined whatever was worthy of no¬ 
tice about the morai, we returned by a different rout. 
We found a multitude colledied at the beach, and a 
brilk trade for fowls, pigs, and vegetables, going on, 
with the greatell order and decorum : at noon Captain 
Cook went on board to dinner, and then fent Mr. King 
to take the command of the party on (bore. During 
the afternoon he landed again, accompanied by Captain 
Clerke, intending to make another cxcurfion up the 
country; but before he could execute this defign the 
day was too far fpent; he therefore relinquiflicd his in¬ 
tention for the prefent, and no opportunity afterwards 
occurred. 

Towards fun-fet, theCaptain and our people returned 
on board, after having procured, in the courfe of this 
day, nine tons of water, and (principally by exchang¬ 
ing nails, and pieces of iron) feventy pigs, fome fowls, 
plantains, potatoes, and taro roots. In this commer¬ 
cial intcrcourfe, the iflanders deferved our beft com- 
ttiendations, making no attempts to cheat us, either 
along lide our (hips, or on fliore. Some of them, in¬ 
deed, as we have already related, betrayed at firft a 
l^lfcring dirpofition, or, perhaps, they imagined that 
Jhey had. a right to all they could lay their hands on ; 
ont they quickly defillcd from a condudt, which, w’e 
convinced them, could not be perfevered in with im¬ 
punity. Among the various articles which they brought 
Jp bai ler this day, we were particularly pleafed with a 
nrt of cloak and cap, which, even in more polillicd 
•countries, might be eltcemed elegant. Thefe cloaks 
2re nearly of the lliapc and fise of the Ihort oaes worn 
y the men in Spain, and by the women in England, 
^cd loofely before, and reaching to the middle of the 


back. The ground of them is a net work, with the 
moft beautiful red and yellow feathers fo clofely fixed 
up it, that the furfacc, both in point of fmoothnefs and 
glofimcfs, refembles the richeft velvet. The methods 
of varying the mixture are very different, fome of them 
having triangular fpaces of yellow and red alternately; 
others a fort of crefeent; while fome were entirely red, 
except that they had a broad yellow border. The bril¬ 
liant colour of the feathers, in thofe cloaks that were 
new, had a very fine effedf. The natives, at firft, re- 
fufed to part with one of thefe cloaks for any thing we 
offered in exchange, demanding no lefs price than one 
of our mufquets. They afrerw'ards, however, parted 
with fome of them for very large nails. Thofe of the 
beft fort were fcarce; and it is probable, that they are 
ufed only on particular occafions. The caps are made 

I in the form of a helmet, with the middle part or creft, 
frequently of a hand’s breadth. They fit very clofe upon 
the head, and have notches to admit the ears. They 
confift of twigs and ofiers, covered with net-work, into 
which feathers are wTOUght, as upon the cloaks, but 
fomewhat clofer, and lefs diverfified ; the major part 
being red, with fome yellow, green, or black ftripes, 
on the Tides. Thefe caps, in all probability, complete 
the drefs, with the cloaks; for the iflanders appeared 
fometimes in both together. We could not conjecture 
from whence they obtained fuch a quantity of thefe 
beautiful feathers; but we foon procured intelligence 
refpedfing one fort; for they afterwards brought for 
fale great numbers of fkins of a fmall red fpecies of 
birds, frequently tied up in bunches of twenty or up¬ 
wards, or having a wooden fkewer run through them. 
At firft, thofe that were purchafed confifted only of the 
fkin from behind the wings forward; but we afterwards 
obtained many with the hind part, including the feet 
and tail. The former inftantly fuggefted to us the ori¬ 
gin of the fable of the birds of paradife being deftitutc 
of legs, and fufficiently explained that particular. The 
reafon alligncd by the inhabitants of Atooi for thecuftoin 
of cutting off the feet of thefe birds, is, that by this 
practice they can preferve them the more cafily, with¬ 
out lofingany part which they confider as more valuable. 
According to Mr. Anderfon, the red bird of this ifland 
is a fpecies of merops, about as large as a fparrow'; its 
colour a beautiful fcarlet, with the tails and wings 
black; a bill arched, and twice as long as the head, 
which, with the feet, is of a reddifli hue. The contents 
of the heads were taken out, as in the birds of paradife; 
but we did not find that they practiced any other mode 
of preferving them, than that of fimple drying. 

On Thurfday the 22d we had almoft continual rain 
for the whole morning. The wdnd was at S. E. S. S. E. 
and S. and the furf broke fo high upon the ftiore, that 
our boats were prevented from landing. We were not 
in.a very fecure fituation, there being breakers within 
the length of little more than two cables from the Refo- 
lution’s ftern. The natives, notwithftanding the furf, 
ventured out in their canoes, bringing off to us hogs 
and vegetables, which they exchanged, as before, ior 
our commodities. One of their number, who offered 
fome fifti-hooks for fale, was obferved to have a very 
fmall parcel, faftened to the firing of one of them, which 
he carefully feparated, and referved for himfelf, when 
he had difpofed of the hook. Upon being alked what 
it was, he pointed to his belly; faying, at the fame time, 
it was bad. He was requefted to open the parcel, which 
he did with great reludance, and we found that it con¬ 
tained a fmall thin piece of flefh, which had, to all ap¬ 
pearance, been dried, but was at prefent wet w'ith fait 
water. Imagining that it might be human flefli, we 
put the queftion to the producer of it, who anfwered, 
that the flcfti was part of a man. Another of the iflanders 
who flood near him was then afked, whether it was a 
cuftom among them to eat their enemies who had been 
flain in battle; and he immediately replied in the affir¬ 
mative. In the afternoon we had fome intervals of fair 
weather. The w ind then changed to the E. and N. E. 
but, towards the evening, it veered back again to S. S. E. 
The rain alfo returning, continued the w hole night, but 
was not attended with much wind. On the 23d, at 
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fcven o’clock A. M. a north-cafterly breeze fpringiiig 
up, our anchors were ordered to be taken up, with a 
view of removing the Refolution further out. As foon 
as the laff anchor was up, the wind veering to the eaft, 
rendered it ncceflary to make all the fail we could, for 
the purpofe of clearing the fliorc; fo that before we had 
ffood fca-room, we were driven confidcrably to leeward. 
We endeavoured to regain the road, but having a ftrong 
current againft: us, and very little wind, we could not 
accomplish that defign. Our Commodore therefore 
difpatched Melfrs. King and Williamfon afliore, with 
three boats, to procure water and rcfrcfliments, fending 
at the fame time, an order to Captain Clerk, to put to 
fca after him, if he flibuld find that the Refolution was 
unable to recover the road. Having hopes of finding 
perhaps a harbour, at the weft end of the ifland, we 
w-ere the lefs anxious of regaining our former ftationj 
but boats having been fent thither, we kept as much as 
polfiblc to windward, notwithftanding which, at noon, 
our fhip was three leagues to leeward. As wc approached 
the weft end, we found that the coaft rounded gradually, 
to the N. E. without forming a cove, or creek, wherein 
a veftcl might be fheltered from the violence of the 
fwell, which rolling in from the northward, broke 
againft the ftiore in an amazing furf: all hopes, therefore, 
of meeting with a harbour here foon vanilhed. Many 
of the natives, in their canoes, followed us as we ftood 
out to fca, bartering various articles. As we were ex¬ 
tremely unwilling, notwithftanding the fufpicious cir- 
cumftances of the preceding day, to believe that thefe 
people were cannibals, wc now made fome further en¬ 
quiries on this fubjed. A fmall inftrument of wood, 
befet with fiiark’s teeth, had been purchafed, which, as 
it rcfembled the faw or knife made ufe of by the favages 
of New Zealand to difled the bodies of their enemies, 
was fufpeded by us to be employed here for the fame 
purpofe. Oneof the iflandersbeing queftioned on this 
point, informed us, that the inftrument above men¬ 
tioned ferved the purpofe of cutting out the flefhy part 
of the belly, when any perfon was (lain. This ex¬ 
plained and confirmed the circumftance before related, 
of the man’s pointing to his belly. The native, how¬ 
ever, from whom we now received this intelligence, 
being afked whether his countrymen eat the part thus 
cut out, ftrongly denied it; but when the queftion was 
repeated, he Ibewed fome degree of apprehenfion, and 
fwam off to his canoe. An elderly man, who fiu forc- 
moft in the canoe, was then alked, whether they cat the 
fiefh, and he anfwered in the affirmative. The queftion 
being put to him afccond time, he again affirmed the 
fad; adding that it w'as favoury food. In the evening, 
about feven o’clock, the boats returned w'ith a few hogs, 
fome roots, plantains, and two tons of water. Mr. 
King reported to our Commodore, that the iflanders 
were very numerous at the watering place, and had 
brought great numbers of hogs to barter; but our peo¬ 
ple had not commodities with them fufficient to pur- 
chafe them all. He alfo mentioned, that the furf had 
run fo very high, that it was with extreme difficulty our 
men landed, and aftci'wards got back into the boats. 

On Saturday, the 24th, at day-break, wc found that 
our fliip had been carried by the currents to the N. W. 
and N. fo that the weftern extremity of Atooi, bore K. 
at thediftance of one league. A northerly breeze fprung 
up foon after, and, cxpcdling tliat this would bring 
the Difeovery to fea, weftccred for Oncehcow, a neigh¬ 
bouring inand,^which then bore S. W. with a view of 
anchoring there. Wc continued to ftecr for it till paft 
eleven, when we were diftant from it about fix miles; 
but not feeing the Difeovery, we were apprehenfive left 
fome ill confcqucncc might arife from our feparating 
fo far; wc therefore rclinquifiied the dclign of vifiting 
Onechcow for the prefent, and ftood back to Atooi, in¬ 
tending to caft anchor again in the road, in order to 
complete our fupply of water. At two o'clock, the 
northerly wind was fucceeded by calms and variable 
light airs, which continued till eleven at night. We 
Arccchcd to the S. E. till early in the morning of the 
25th, when wc tacked and ftood in for Atooi road; 
“and, not long after, wc were joined by the Difeovery. 

•I 


We remained feveral days beating tm h.ir 

gam our fomcr birth; and by the mbrnincrofTi?’ 
the 29th, the currents had carried us tolh. J a 
within nine miles of Onceheow. Weaor ' 
fo unfuccefsfully we laid afide all thought of 
to Atooi, and refumedour intention of Davla„! 3!"'8 
Oneehcow. With this view the matfcr^HL”f r 
in a boat to found along the coaft, and fearch fn 
ing place, and afterwards frcfli water I,, X 
time the Ihips followed under an cafy fail tj 
ter, at his return, reported, that there was’tol/r.Ki 
chorage all along the coaft , and that he 
one place, but could not find any ftefli wa^tt: 
ing informed by fome of the natives, who had cZ. * 
to the ftiips, that frefli water might be obtained at"! 
village in fight, we ran down and caft anchor bcfoZt 
about fix furlongs from the Ihore, thedeothnf * 

being 26 fathoms. The DTcovcry anchored at a grea " 

diftance from the fliore, in 23 fathoms. ThcTomh 
caftern point of Onecheow bore fouth, 6c deg E aborir 
one league diftant; and another ifland whl^h wc hid 
difcovered the preceding night, named Tahooia.borc 
S. 61 deg. W. diftant 7 leagues. 

Before we anchored, feveral canoes had come off to 
us, bringing potatoes, yams, fmall pigs, and mats. The 
people rcfembled m their perfons the inhabitants of 
Atooi, and, like them, were acquainted with the ufe 
of iron, which they alked for by the names of toe and 
hamaite, readily parting with all their commodities for 
pieces of that metal. Some more canoes foon reached 
our Blips, after they had come to anchor; but the 
iflanders who were in thefe had apparently no oihcr 
objedh, than to make us a formal vifit. Many of them 
came on board, and crouched down on the deck; nor 
did they quit that humble pofture, till they were rc- 
quefted to rife. Several women, whom they had brought 
with them, remained along-fide the canoes, behaving 
with much lefs modefty than the females of Atooi j 
and, at intervals, they all joined in a fong, which,though, 
nor very melodious, was performed in the cxadleft con¬ 
cert, by beating time upon their breafts with their 
hands. The men who had come on board did not 
continue long with us; and before their departure, fome 
of them defired permiftion to lay down locks of hair 
on the deck. This day we renewed the enquiry whe¬ 
ther thefe iflanders were cannibals, and the fubjoft did 
not arife from any queftions put by us, but from a cir¬ 
cumftance that feemed to remove all doubt. One of 
the natives, who wifhed to get in at the gun-room port, 
was rcftifed, and he then afked, whether we fliould . 
kill and cat him, if he fliould come in? accompanying 
this queftion with figns fb cxprclfive, that we did not 
entertain a doubt with rcfpect to his meaning. We had 
now an opportunity of retorting the queftion, as to this 
praeftice; and a man behind the other, in. the canoe, in- 
ftantly replied, that, if we were killed on fliorc, they 
would not fcruple to cat us; not that he rneanc they 
would deftroy us for that purpofe, but that their devour¬ 
ing us would be the confcqucncc of our being at en¬ 
mity with them. In the afternoon, Mr. Gore w'as lent 
with three armed boats, in fearch of the nioft commo¬ 
dious landing-place; being alfo dirc( 51 :cd to look loi 
frefti water when he fliould get afliore. He returned in 
the evening, and reported, that he had landed at the 
village, and had becncondudcd to a well about halt a 
mile up the country; but that the water 
wa.s in too fmall a quantity for our purpofe, and t 
road that led to it was extremely bad. 

On Friday, the 30th, Mr. Gore was fent * 

with a guard, and a party to trade with the ^ , 
for rcfreftimcnts. I’he Captain’s intention was to 
followed foon afterwards; and he went from the F 
with that defign: but the furf had fo greatly 
by this time, that he was apprehenfive, if he gut a » 
he fhould not be able to make his way bacK 
This circumftance really happened to our 
had landed with Mr. Gore; for the coninmnj 
between them and the (hips, by our '.jp^ 

quickly flopped. They made a fignal, in the e ^ 
for the boats, which wxrc accordingly K’nt j a 
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fliort time afterwards returned with fomegood fait, and 
a few yams. A confiderable quantity of both thefe ar¬ 
ticles had been obtained in the courfe of the day; but 
the forf was fo exceedingly high,ithat thegreatefl: part of 
both had been loft in bringing them oft* to the boats. 
The officer and twenty men, not venturing to run the 
rifque of coming off, remained all night on Ihore, by 
which unfortunate circumftancc, the very thing hap¬ 
pened vdiich Captain Cook, as we have already related, 
fo eagerly wifticd to prevent, and imagined he had 
cniaroed cft*cv 5 tually againft. However, the violence 
of the furf did not deter the natives from coming oft* 
in canoes to our Ihips. They brought with them fome 
rcfrcfhments, for which we gave them in exchange, 
fome nails, and pieces of iron hoops; and we diftri- 
‘ bated among the w'omen in the canoes, buttons, brace¬ 
lets, and many pieces of ribbons. Some of the men 
had reprefentations of human figures piindured upon 
their breafts, and one of them had a lizard reprefented. 
Thefe vifitants told us no chief was over this ifiand, 
but that it was fubjccf to one of the chiefs of Atooi, 
whofe name was Tcneooneoo. Among other articles 
which they now brought oft* to us, w'as a fmall drum,' 
that had a great relcmblancc to thofe of Otaheite. 
Between ten and eleven o’clock at night, the wind became 
foutherly, and the ftcy fecmed to indicate an approach¬ 
ing ftorm. In confcqucnce of thefe threatening ap¬ 
pearances orders were given for the anchors to be taken 
up; and the fhips being carried into 40 fathoms water, 
came to again in that more fecure ftation: yet this 
proved an unnecefiaiy precaution; for the w'ind, not 
long after, veering to the N. N. E. blew a frcfli gale, 
with fqualls, and violent fliowers of rain. This w'ca- 
thcr continued for the whole fuccceding day, during 
which the fea ran fo high, that all communication w'ith 
our party on fhore was totally intercepted, and the 
iflanders thcmfelves would not venture out to the Ihips 
in their canoes. Towards the evening, the Commo¬ 
dore fent the maftcr in a boat to the S. E. point of the 
ifiand, to try w'hcther he could land in that quarter. 
He returned with a favourable report; but it was now 
too late to fend for our party, fo that they were obliged 
to flay another night on Ihorc. 

On Sunday, the ift of February, on the appear¬ 
ance of diiy-lighr, a boat w'as difpatchcd to the S. E. 
point, with orders to Lieutenant Gore, that, if he could 
not embark his people from the fpot where they at 
prefent vvere, he lliould march them up to the point. 
The boat being prevented from getting to the beach, 
one of the crew fwam to the fhore, and communicated 
the inflrudions. On the return of our boat. Captain 
Cook went himfclf with the launch and pinnace up to 
the point, in order to bring off our parry from the 
land. Wc took with us three goats, one male, the 
others female; a young boar and fow of the Englifti 
breed; and alfo the feeds of onions, pumpkins, and me¬ 
lons. With great eafe, we landed under the Weft fide 
of the point, where we found our party, in company 
with fome of the natives. To one of thefe, who af- 
famed fome degree of authority over the reft, the Cap¬ 
tain gave the goats, pigs, and feeds. He intended to 
have left thefe ufeful prefents at Atooi, had we not been 
unexpciftedly driven from that ifiand. While our peo¬ 
ple were employed infilling fome water-cafks, from a 
hctleftrcam which the late rains had occafioiied, Cap¬ 
lin Cook made a ftiort excurfion into the country, 
accompanied by the ifiander above-mentioned, and 
followed by two others, who carried the pigs. When 
^nved upon a rifing ground, the Captain flopped to 
fook around him, and immediately obferved a woman, 
on the oppofitc fide of the valley in which he had 
anded, calling out to her countrymen who attended 
hnn. Upon this the man who aded as chief began to 
niutter fomething, as if he was praying; and the two 
carers of the pigs continued walking round him all 
the time, making about a dozen circuits before the other 
*^0 made an end of his oraifon. This ft range ccrc- 
^ony being performed, they proceeded on their walk, 
nd met people coming from all parts, who upon bc- 
gcafied to by the Captain’s attendants, fell proftrate 
^0. 65. 


on their faces till he was out of fight. The ground 
over which he pafled, though it was uncultivated and 
very ftoney,w'as covered with plants and fhfubs,fbmeot 
which perfumed the air with the moft delicious fragrance. 

Our party who had been detained fo long on fhore; 
found in thofe parts of the ifiand they had traverfed,- 
feyeral fait ponds, fome of \yhich had a fmall quantity 
oi water remaining, but others had none. They favv no 
appearance of a running fircam; and though in fome 
fmall wells the frefli water was pretty good, it feemed 
to be fcarce.- The hoiifcs of the natives were thinly 
inhabited, and feattered about; and it was fuppofed; 
that there were not more than 500 perfons in the whole 
ifiand. The method of living among thefe people was 
decent and cleanly. No inftance was obferved of the 
men and women eating together; and the latteiTccmcd 
in general to be aftbeiated in companies by thomfclves.- 
The only nuts of the dooc dooc are burned by thefe 
iflanders for lights during the night; and they drefs 
their hogs by baking them in ovens, I’pliiting them 
through the whole length of the carcafs. Our people 
met with a fuftkient proof of the exiftcnce of the 
taboo among them; for one woman was employed in 
feeding another, Ihc being under^-that inteniidion. 
Several other myfterious ceremonies w'crc alfo obferved; 
one of which was performed by a woman, who threw 
a pig into the furf, which was drowned; fiie then tied 
up a bundle ot wood, and difpofed of it in the fame 
manner. At another time, the fame female beat a 
man's fiiouldcrs with a flick, after lie had feated him- 
fcU for that pnrpofe. An extraordinary veneration 
feemed to be paid here to owls, which they keep veiy 
tame. It is a pretty geneiTil pr.idicc among them, to 
pull out one of their teeth; and when they were afkcd 
thcrcafonot this remarkable-cufiom, the only .anfwer 
they gave was, it is tccha; which was alfo the reafen 
afligned by them for giving a lock of hair. After our 
water calks had been filled, and fome roots, fait, and 
faked filli, had been piirchafcd from the natives, wc re¬ 
turned on board with all our people, intending to make 
another vilit to the ifiand rhe next day: but, about fe- 
ven in the evening, the anchor of our Ihip ftarted, and 
Ibe drove oft the bank. By this accident, w'c found 
ourfclvcs, at day-break the next morning, being the 2nd, 
nine miles to the leeward of our lall ftation; and the 
Captain forefeeing that it would require more time to 
regain it than hcchofe to employ, made the fignal for 
the Difeovery to weigh anchor and join us. At noon 
both fiiips took their departure, and fleered to the 
northward, in profccution of their voyage. But before 
we proceed to the northern hcmifphcre, in order to 
make new difcovcrics, wc iball prefent the friends and 
fubferibers to this hiftory of voyages, w ith the obfer- 
vations, made by fcveral of our gentlemen, on this 
whole duller of files, which Captain Cook dillingiiinicd 
by the name of Sandwich I Hands, in honour of the 
Earl of Sandwich. Thofe which we faw are fituatcd 
between the latitude of 21 deg. 30 min. and 22 deg. 
15 min. N. and between the longitude of 199 deg. 20 
min. and 20T deg. 30 min. E., • 

They arc not inferior in beauty and fertility to the 
Friendly Illands in the fouthern hcmifpherc, nor are 
the inhabitants Icfs ingenious or civilized. It is w^or- 
thy of obfervation, that the iflands in the Pacific Ocean, 
which have been difeovered in the courfc of our late 
voyages, have been generally found fituate in groups; 
the fingle intermediate ifles, hitherto met with, being, 
few in proportion to the reft; though, in all probabi¬ 
lity, there are many more of them yet unknowm, w hich 
ferve as gradations or fteps between the fevcral cluf- 
ters. Of w hat number this ncw-difcovcrcd archipelago 
is compofed, muft be left to the decifion of future na¬ 
vigators. Wc obferved five of them, wkofc names are 
Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow', Oreehoua, and Tahoora. 
This laft is a fmall elevated ifiand, at the diftance of 
four or five leagues from the S. E. point of Onceheow. 
We w'cre told, that it abounds with birds, its folc inha¬ 
bitants. Wc alfo gained intelligence of the exiftence 
of a low uninhabited ifiand in the ncighbourhod, named 
Tammata-pappa. Eefides thefe fix, wc wQre told that 
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there were fome other iflands both to the eaftward and 
weft ward. Tlicre feems to be a remarkable confor¬ 
mity (obferves one of our gentlemen) between thefe 
iflands and thofeof the oppotitc hcmifphere, not only in 
their fttuation, but in their number, and in their manners, 
cuftoms,arts, and manufa<fturcsof the inhabitants; yet, it 
can fcarcely be imagined, that they could ever have any 
communication, as the globe is now conftituted, being 
more that 2000 miles diftant one from the other: but 
from this general conformity among the tropical ifland- 
ers, fome have been led to believe, that the whole mid¬ 
dle region of the earth, w^as once one entire continent, 
and that what is now the Great South Pacific Ocean 
was, in the beginning, the Paradife of the World. 

With refpedt to Woahoo, the moft eafterly of thefe 
iflands, fecn by us, we could get no other information, 
than that it is high land, and inhabited. But as to Once- 
heow, concerning which fome particulars have been al¬ 
ready mentioned, this lies feven leagues to the weft- 
ward of our anchoring-place at Atooi, and does not ex¬ 
ceed 15 leagues, or 45 miles, in circumference. Yams 
are its principal vegetable produdlion. We procured 
fome fait here, called by the natives patai, which is pro¬ 
duced in fait ponds. With it they cure both fifti and 
pork; and fome fait fifh, which we purchafed from 
them were kept very well, and extremely good. This 
ifland is chiefly low land, except the part bppofiie 
Atooi, which rifes immediately from the fea to a confi- 
dcrable height; as does alfo its S. E. point, which ter¬ 
minates in a round hill. We know no other particu¬ 
lars concerning Onecheow': and of Orechoua we can 
only fay, that it is a fmall elevated ifland, lying clofc to 
the north fide of Oneeheow. 

Atooi was the principal fcenc of our operations, and 
the largeft ifland we faw^ From our obfervations, we 
think it to be at leaft 30 miles in length from E. to W. 
from whence its circumference may nearly be deter¬ 
mined, though it appears to be much broader at the E. 
than at the W. point. The road, or anchoring place, 
which our veflTels occupied, is on the S. W. fide of the 
ifland, about two leagues from the weft end, before a 
village, named Wymoa. As far as w'C founded, we 
found the banks free from rocks; except to the eaft¬ 
ward of the village, where there projeefts a flioal, on 
w hich are fome rocks and breakers. This road is fome- 
what expofed to the trade wind; notwithftanding 
w'hich, it is far from being a bad ftation, and greatly 
fuperior to thofe which neceftity continually obliges 
fltips to ufe, in countries where the winds are not more 
variable, but more boifterous; as at Madeira, Tene- 
riffe, the Azores, &c. The landing too is not fo diffi¬ 
cult as at moft of thofe places; and, unlefs in foul 
weather, is always pracflicable. The water in the neigh¬ 
bourhood is excellent, and may be conveyed with eafe 
to the boats. But no wood can be cut at any conve¬ 
nient diftance, unlefs the iflanders could be prevailed 
upon to part with theetooa trees, (for that is the name 
they give to the cordia febaftina) that grow about their 
villages, or a fpecies called dooe dooe, which grow’s 
farther up the country. The land does not in the leaft 
refemble, in its general appearance, any of the iflands 
w'e have vifited within the tropic of Capricorn; if we 
except its hills near the centre, which are high, but 
Hope gradually towards the fea, or lower lands. Though 
it prefents not to the view the delightful borders of Ota- 
heice, or the luxuriant plains of Tongataboo, covered 
with trees, which at once aftbrd a fhelterfrom the torch¬ 
ing rays of the fun, a beautiful profpedl to the eye, and 
food for the natives; yet its poffeffinga greater portion 
of gently riling land, renders it, in fome degree, fuperior 
to the above-mentioned favourite iflands, as being 
more capable of improvement. The height of the land 
within, and the clouds which we faw, during the whole 
time of our continuance, hanging over it, and not unfre- 
qucntly on the other parts, feem to indicate that there is 
a fufticient fupply of water, and that there are fome run¬ 
ning ftreams which we had an opportunity of feeing, par¬ 
ticularly in the deep vallies, at the entrance of which the 
villages are, in general, fituated. The ground, from 
the woody part to the fea, is covered with an excellent 
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kind of grafs, about tw^o feet in height whirK r 

times grows in tults, and appeared capable of 
converted into abundant crops of fine hav R 
extenfive fpace not even a ftirub grows'narurlj^ 
the narrow valley leading to the Morai rhp ‘ 

dark brown colour, rather loofc; but on th ^ 
ground, it is of a reddifh brown, more ftift:,nTi 
It is probably the fame all over the cultivated 7 ’ 
for w'hat adhered to moft of the potatoes rh'ir 
chafed, which, doubtlefs, came from very 
fpots, was of this fort. Its quality, however mav? 
better eftimated from its produ<ftions, than from its an 
pearance: for the vale, ormoift ground, produces tarn 
much larger than any we had ever feen; and the more 
elevated ground furnifties fwcet potatoes, that fcldom 
weigh lefs than two or three pounds, and frequentlv 
weigh ten, and fometimes fourteen pounds. ^ ^ 

Were we to judge of the climate from our expe¬ 
rience, it might be faid to be very variable; for ac¬ 
cording to the general opinion, it was, at this time, the 
feafon of the year when the weather is fuppofed to be 
moft fettled, the fun being at his grcatcfl annual dif¬ 
tance. The heat was now very moderate; and few of 
thofe inconveniences to which many of the countries 
lying within the tropics are fubjed, either from heat, or 
moifture, feem to be experienced here. Nor did we find 
any dews of confequence: a circumftance which may’ 
partly be accounted for, by the low'cr part of the coun¬ 
try being deftitute of trees. The rock that conftitutes 
the Tides of the valley, is a dark grey ponderous flonc; 
but honey-combed, with fome fpots of a ru fly colour, and 
fome very minute ftiining particles interfperfed. It is 
of an immenfe depth, and feems to be divided into 
ftrata, though nothing is interpofed; for the large 
pieces aUvays broke off to a determinate rhicknefs, and 
did not appear to have adhered to thofe that were 
below' them. Other ftones arc, in all probability, much' 
more various than in the fouthern iflands. For during 
the Ihort time we remained here, bcfidcs the lapis ly- 
dius, we found a fpecies of cream-coloured w-hctllone, 
fometimes variegated with whiter or blacker veins like 
marble ; and common weiting-flate, as w'ell as fome of 
a coarferfort; and the natives brought us fome pieces 
of a coarfe w'hitifti pumice ftone. We alfo procured a 
brown fort of haematites, which from its being ftrongly 
attradled by the magnet, difeovered the quantity of me¬ 
tal it contained. What W'e faw' of this was cut artifi¬ 
cially, as were alfo the ftates and whetftones. 

Of vegetables, birds, fifh, and tame animals, w'c law 
various kinds. Befidcs the vegetables purchafed by us 
as refreftiments, among which were, at leaft, five or fix 
varieties of plantains, the illand produces bread-fruir, 
and the fugar-canc: the former feems to be fcarce, as 
we only faw one tree of that fpecies; but the latter 
appears to be indigenous to thefe iflands, and rare m 
thofe on the other fide of the line. There are alio 
here a few cocoa-palms; fome yams; the kappe 0 
the Friendly Ifles, or Virginian arum; 
and odoriferous gardenia, or Cape Jafmine. pC a\ 
fcveral trees of the dooe dooe, that bear the oily nuts, 
which are ftuck upon a kind of fkewer, and made u 
of as candles. They are ufed in the fame manner 
Oneeheow. We were not alhore at Atooi cxcep 
the day-time, and then we obferved the iflanders ww 
ing thefe nuts, hung on firings, 

There is a fpecies of lida, or Indian mallow; a 
morinda citrifolia, which is here called none; a pe^^^ 
of convolvulus; the ava, or intoxicating p^epP^h 

fidcs great quantities of gourds. Thefe lalt gro^^^ 
very large lizc, and are remarkable for their var ^ 
ftiapcs, the cffe(ft, perhaps, of art. Upon the 
about the village grows a plant, that had 
fecn by us in this ocean, of the fi/^e of a 
thiftlc, and prickly; but bearing a fine ’urougb^ 
refcmbling a w hite poppy. The fcarlet’bii :>> ^ 
for falc, were never met with alive; but we 
one, about thefize of a canary bird, of a ^,j;s^or 
colour. We alfo faw a large owl, two [jjc 

onH ck will! W^ heard from the * ^ 


kites, and a wild duck, 
names of foinc other biru.; among 


which 


the 


oroOi 
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or blucifh heron, and the torata, a fort of whim- 
It is probable chat the fpecies of birds are nu- 
’ s if we may judge by the quantity of fine yellow, 
n and fmall velvet-like blackifh feathers, ufcd upon 
^hrdoaks, and other ornaments worn by thefe people. 

F {h and other productions of the fea, were, to appcar- 
not various; as, belides the fmall mackarel, we 
Yaw common mullets; a fpecies of a chalky co- 
• a fmall brownitli rock-fifh, adorned w'ith blue 
i*nnrs* a turtle, which was penned up in a pond; and 
three 'or four forts of fifli failed. The few fliell-fini 
feen by us were chiefly converted into ornaments, 
hough they were deftitute of the recommendation either 
of beauty or novelty. The only tame or domeflic ani¬ 
mals that we found here were hogs, dogs, and fowls, 
w'hich were all of the fame kind that we met with at the 
illands of the South Pacific. There are alfo fmall li- 
2ards; and Tome rats, refembling thofe of every ifland 
we had hitherto vifited. 

The inhabitants of Atooi are of the middle fize, and 
not much tattow'ed. In general they are ftoutly made, 
with a lively open countenance; but they are remark¬ 
able for having neither a beautiful lliape, nor ftriking 
features. Their vifage, particularly that of the women, 
is fometimes round; but in others long; nor can it juflly 
be faid, that they are diftinguiflied, as a nation, by any 
peculiar caft of countenance. Their complexion is 
nearly of a nut brown; but fome individuals are of a 
darker hue. We have already mentioned the women 
as being little more delicate than the men in their for¬ 
mation; and we may add, that, with few exceptions, 
they have little claim to thofe peculiarities that diflin- 
guifli the fex in mod other parts of the world. There 
is, indeed, a very remarkable equality in the fize, colour, 
and figure, of the natives of both fexes : upon the whole, 
however, they are far from being ugly, and have, to all 
appearance, few natural defonviities of any kind. Their 
ikin is not very foft, nor fhining; but their eyes and 
teeth are, for the mod part, pretty good. I'heir hair, 
in general, is draight; and though its natural colour is 
ufually black, they dain it, as at the Friendly and other 
iflands. We perceived but few ii^ances of corpu¬ 
lence, and thefe more frequently among the women than 
the men; but it was principally among the latter that 
pcrfonal defedfs w’ere obferved ; though if any of them 
can lay claim to a fliare of beauty, it appeared to be 
moft confpicuous among the young men. They are 
adlive, vigorous, and mod expert fwimmers; leaving 
their canoes upon the mod frivolous occafion; diving 
under them; and fwimming to others, though at a 
confiderable didancc. We have frequently feen women 
with infants at the bread, when the furf was fo high as 
to prevent their landing with canoes, leap overboard, 
and fwim to the Ihorc, without endangering their little 
ones. I hey appear to be of a frank, chearful difpofl- 
tion; andi are equally free from the fickle levity which 
charadlerizcs the inhabitants of Otaheite, and the fe- 
date cad, obfervable among many of thofe ot Tonga- 
taboo. They feem to cultivate a fociable intercourfe 
with each other; and, except the propenfity to thiev¬ 
ing, which is, as it were, innate in mod of the people 
wchave vifited in thefe feas, they were extremely friendly 
to us. And it does no fmall credit to their fenfibility, 
W'ithout flattering ourfelvcs, that when they faw the 
dilferent articles of our European manufadlurcs, they 
could not refrain from expreffing their adonifhment, by 
a rnixture of joy and concern, that feemed to apply the 
cafe as a leflbn of humility to thcmfclvcs; and on every 
occafion, they appeared to have a proper confeioufnefs 
of their own inferiority; a behaviour that equally ex¬ 
empts their national charadler from the ridiculous 
pride of the more polifiied Japanefe, and of the ruder 
native of Greenland. It was pleafing to obferve w’ith 
''hat affedlion the W’omen managed their infants, and 
with what alacrity the men contributed their aflidance 
in fuch a tender office; thus didinguifliing themfelves 
ff'om thofe lavages who confider a wdfe and child as 
things rather neceffary than dcfirable, or w’orthy of 
iheir regard or edeem. From the numbers that w'c 
alTcmbled at every village, as w'c coaded along, it 
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may beconjedured, that the inhabitants of this ifland 
are pretty numerous. Including the draggling houfes, 
there may perhaps be, in the wffiole ifland, fixty fuch 
villages, as that near w’hich our ffiips anchored; and, 
if wc allow five perfons to each houfe, there will be, in 
every village 500, or 30,000 upon the ifland. This num-t 
ber is by no means exaggerated, for there were fome- 
times 3000 people,at lead, colleided upon the beach; 
when it could not be fuppofed that above a tenth pait 
of the whole were prefent. 

The ordinary drefs of both fexes has been already 
deferibed. The women have often much larger pieces 
of cloth wrapped about them, extending from jud be¬ 
low the breads to the hams, and fometimes lower; and 
feveral w’erc obferved with pieces thrown loofely over 
their flioulders, which covered the greated part of their 
body ; but the children, when very young, are entirely 
naked. They wear nothing upon the head; but the 
hair, both of men and w’omen, is cut in various forms; 
and the general fafhion, particularly among the latter, 
is to have it fliort behind, anddong before. The men 
frequently had it cut on each fide in fuch a manner, 
that the remaining part fomewhat refcmbled the cred 
of their caps, or that, which, in horfes manes, is called 
hogging. Both fexes, how’cver, feemed to be very 
carelefsabout their hair, and had no combs, nor any 
thing of the kind, to drefs it with. The men fome- 
times twid it into a number of feparatc parcels, like the 
tails of a wig, each about as thick as a finger; though 
mod of thofe which are fb long as to reach far down 
the back, are artificially fixed upon the head, over their 
own hair. Contrary to the general practice of mod of 
the iflands in the Pacific Ocean, inhabitants of the 
Sandwich Ifles have not their ears perforated, nor do 
they wear any ornaments in them. Both men and 
women, however,adorn themfelves with necklaces com- 
pofed of bunches of fmall black cord, like our hat 
drings, often above a hundred fold; entirely refemb¬ 
ling thofe we faw worn at Wateeoo, except that, infiead 
of "the two little balls on the middle before, they fix a 
fmall piece of wood, done, or fliell, about tw’o inches 
in length, with a broad hook, well polifiied. They 
have alfo necklaces of many drings of very fmall 
fhells, or of the dried flowers of the Indian mallow ; 
and they fometimes hang round their necks a fmall hu¬ 
man figure of bone, about the length of three inches. 
The women likewife wear bracelets of a Angle fhell, 
pieces of black wood, with bits of ivory interfperfed, 
and neatly polilhed, fadened together by a firing 
drawn clofely through them; or others of hogs teeth, 
placed parallel to each other, with the concave part 
outward, and the points cutoff; fome of which^ formed 
only of large boar’s tulks, are very elegant. The men 
fometimes fix on their heads plumes of feathers of the 
tropic bird; or thofe of cocks; fadened round neat po¬ 
lifiied dicks, two feet in length; and, for the fame pur- 
pofe, they few the fkin of a white dog’s tail over a 
dick, with its tuft at the end. They alfo, not un- 
frequently, wear on the head a kind of ornament, of the 
thicknefs of a finger, or more, covered with yellow and 
red feathers, curioufly varied, and tied behind ; and, 
on that part of the arm which is above the elbow, a fort 
of broad flicll work, grounded upon net-work. The 
men fometimes puncture thcmfclvcs upon their hands 
or arms, and near the groin; but frequently wc faw no 
marks at all; though a few individuals had more of 
this fpecies of ornament than we had ufually feen at 
other places, and curioufly executed in a great va¬ 
riety of lines and figures, on the arms and fore-part of 
the body. 

Near any of their villages, there is no appearance of 
dcfencci or fortifications; and the houfes are fcattcrcd 
about, without the leafl order. Some of thefe habita¬ 
tions are large and commodious, from forty to fifty feet 
in length, and twenty or thirty in breadth; while others 
of them are contemptible hovels. Their figure refem- 
bles that of hay-flacks, or perhaps a better idea may 
be conceived of them, by fuppofing the roof of a barn 
placed on the ground, in fuch a manner as to form a 
high acute ridge, with two low fides. The gable at 




























each end, correfponding to the Tides, makes thefc 
abodes clofe aU round, and they arc well thatched with 
gr/ifs, which is laid on nciider poles. The en¬ 
trance is made either in the end or lidc, and is an ob¬ 
long hole, extremely low; often Ihut up by a board of 
planks, faflened together, which ferves as a door; but 
as it has no hinges, muft be removed occalionally. No 
light enters the houfe except by this opening; and 
though fuch dole liabitations may be comfortable places 
of retreat in bad weather, they feem but ill adapted to 
the warm climate ot this country. They are kept re¬ 
markable clean, and the Moors are Mrewed with dried 
grafs, over which mats arc fpread to lit and deep on. 
At one end ftands a bench, about three feet high, on 
which the domeMic utcnlils arc placed. I'hefe conlift 
of gourd lliells, which the natives convert into vcflcls 
that ferve as bottles to hold water, and as bafkets to 
contain various articles; alfo a few wooden bowls, and 
trenchers of various lizes. From what we faw' growing, 
and from what was brought to market, we have no 
doubt, that fvveet potatoes, taro, and plantains, confti- 
tute the principal part of their vegetable diet; and that 
yams and bread-fruit are rather to be conlidered as rari¬ 
ties. Ol animal food, they appear to be in no want, 
having great numbers of hogs, which run, without rcr 
Hraint, about the houfes; and, it they cat dogs, which 
is not improbable, their Itock of thelc Icemed very con- 
lidcrable. The quantities of fifiling hooks found among 
them, indicates that they procure a tolerable fupply of 
animal food from the Tea. They have a cuftom of fak¬ 
ing Mill, and likevvife pork, which they preferve in 
gourd-Hiclls. The fait ufed for this purpofe is of a 
reddilli colour, but mot very coarfej and Iccms to be 
nearly the fame with what our Itragglers found at 
Chrillmas illand. Its colour is doubtlefs derived from 
a mixture of mud, at the bottom of the place where it 
is found; for fomc of it, which had adhered in lumps, 
Avas of a tolerable whitcnefs. 'They bake their vegetable 
articles of food with heated Hones; and, from the great 
quantity which wc faw drelfcd at one time, we imagined, 
that all the inhabitants of a village, or at leak a conli- 
derable number of people, joined in the ufe of a com¬ 
mon oven. We did not perceive them drefs any animal 
food at this illand. The only artificial difli wc faw them 
drefs was a taro pudding, which, though very four, was 
devoured with avidity by the natives. They eat olFa 
fort of wooden trenchers; and, as far as we were ena¬ 
bled tojudge from one inflance, the women, if rcHrained 
from feeding on the fame difii with the men, as is the 
cuHom at Otaheite, are at leak allowed to cat in the 
fame place near them. 

The amufenients of thefc people are various. We did 
not fee the dances at which they ufe the feathered cloaks 
and caps; but, from the motions they made with their 
hands, on other occafions, when they king, w c judged 
that they were fimilar to thofe we met with at the fou- 
thern ikands, though not fo fliilfully performed- They 
had not among them either Mutes or reeds, and theonly 
two miifical inkruments, feen by us, were of an exceed¬ 
ing rude kind. One of them does not produce a me¬ 
lody fuperior to that of a child’s rattle. It confiks of 
what may be denominated a conic cap inverted, but 
very little hollowed at the bafe, made of a fedge-like 
plant; the upper part of which, and like wife the edges, ‘ 
are embcllikied with beautiful red feathers; and to the 
point, or lower part, is fixed a gourd-Ihell. Into this 
they put fomething to rattle, w Inch is done by holding 
the inkrument by the fmaU part, and lhaking it brifkly 
before the face, at the fame,time kriking the break with 
the other hand. The other inkrument was a hollow vekel 
of w'ood, n(7t unlike a platter, accompanied with tw'o 
kicks, whereon one of our gentlemen faw a man per¬ 
forming. He held one of the kicks, about two feet in 
length, with one hand, in the fame manner as we hold 
a violin, and kruck it with the other, which was fmaller, 
and refembled a drum-kick, in a quicker or kower 
meafure, beating with his foot, at the fame time, upon 
the hollow vekel, that lay upon the ground inverted, 
and thus producing a tune, that was not difagreeable. 
This mufic was accompanied by the vocal performance 
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U1 lomc women, wnoie long had a oleafin,, a- .-- 

have great numbers of fmall polin,cd rodf 
otbetween four and five feet, rather 

rammer of a mufquet, with a tuft of Ac 

fixed on the fmall end. Thefe they 
of in their diverfions. We faw / 
them m his hand, and holding it up crL , of 

till it was brought into an h<lizo.5;;f 
the ground with his toot, on the fame fidf* 
his break with his other hand. They nl 
with pieces of the wher-konc, llraped foiLwh'.l n 
cheele, but rounded at the edges and fides 
very neatly polifhcd. They have other bowk 
a reddifli-brown clay, glazed over with a m 
of the fame colour, or of a dark-grey coarfe 
alfo ufc as quoits, fmall, flat, roundifli pieces of ila!’' 
katc, fcarccly a quarter of an inch thick. ^ 

Asito the manufactures of thefe people thevdif 
an extraordinary degree of ingenuity 
Their cloth is made iVom thc-mOrusUSfc 
doubtlefs, in the fame manner, as at Tounrahnn 
Otaheite; for we bought fome of the 
with which they beat it. Its texture, howc/cr, tbou.h 
thicker, IS inferior to that of the cloth of cither of the 
places juk mentioned; but, in colouring or kainimr » 
the inhabitants of Atooi difplay a fuperiority of lallc by 
the infinite variety of figures which they execute. Their 
colours, indeed, are not very bright, c.xccpt the red* 
but the regularity of the figures and llripcs is amazin.^* 
tor, as far as wc know, they have nothing like (lainS 
or prints, to make the impreflions. We had nooppoiC 
tunity of learning in what manner they produce thek 
colours; but, bcfidcs the variety of variegated Ibrts, 
they'have Tome pieces of plain white cloth, and others 
of a finglc colour, particularly light blue, and dark 
brown. In general, the pieces brought to us wore 
about the breadth of two feet, and four or five yards in 
length, being the form and quantity made ufe of by 
them for the common drefs, or maro; and even fomc 
of thefe were compofed of pieces fewed together. 71 icy 
have alfo a particular fort that is thin, and greatly rc- 
kmblcs oil-cloth, and which is either oiled, or foaked 
in fome kind ol varnilh. They fabricate numbers, of 
white mats, which are krong, with many red llri^s, 
rhombufes, and other figures interwoven on one iidc. 
Thele, in all probability, make, occalionally, a part 
of their-drefs, for when they olfcred them to laic they 
put them on their backs. They maniiladure others of 
a coarfer fort, plain aad krong, which they fpread over 
their floors to keep upon. They kain their gourd* 
lliells neatly with undulated lines, triangles, and other 
figures of a black colour. They alfo fecni to be ac¬ 
quainted with the art of varnifliing, for fomc of their 
kained gourd-kiclls are covered with a fort of lacker; 
and, on other occafions, they make ufc of a liron^ 
or glutinous fubkance, to faken things together, fhcir 
wooden diflies and bowls, out of which they drink their 
ava, arc of the Etooa tree, extremely neat and well po- 
likicd. They iikewife make fmall fquarc fans of mat 
or wicker-work, with handles ol the fame, or of wo^, 
tapering from them, which arc curioufly wrought with 
fmall cords of hair, and cocoa-nut fibres, intermixed. 
Their fifhing hook^ arc ingenioufly made, fomeofbon^ 
many of pearl-Ihell, and others of wood, pointed with 
bone. The bones are for the mok part fmall, and conful 
of two pieces, and the various foi ts have a barbe, eimer 
on the infide, like ours, or on the outfide; but others 
have both, the exterior being faithck from the point. 
Of the latter fort one was procured, nine inchw nt 
length, made of a finglc piece of bone, the elegant form 
anci poiifli of which could not be exceeded by any bu- 
rcipcan artik. They polilh their koncs ^ 

fridlion, w ith pumice konc in water ; and Inch 
tools as we faw, refembled thofe of the 
iflandcrs. Their hatchets, or rather adzes, 
adtiy of the fame pattern, formed cither of ^ j) 
konc, or of a clay^colourcd one. They have alio 
inkruments compofed of a finglc lliark’s tooth* o ” ^ 
which arc fixed to, the fore-part of the 
dog, and others to a thin wooden handle of a ^ 
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(liape; “ bit of firing 

failcned through a little hole. Thefe fcrve occafionally 
ag knives, and are probably ufed in carving. The only 
iron tools fecn among them, and which they pofieired 
before our arrival, were a piece of iron hoop, about the 
len<nh of two inches, fitted into a w'oodcn handle; and 
anmher edge-tool, w'hich we fuppofed to have been 
made of the point of a broad fvvord. Their having the 
achial poflclTion of thefe, and their bcingwell acquainted 
u ith the ufe of this metal, inclined fome of our people 
to imagine, that w'e were not the firft European vifitors 
of thefe illands. But the very great fiirprize which they 
teftified on feeing our Ihips, and their perfed ignorance 
of the ufe of fire-arms, cannot be reconciled with fuch 
an opinion. There are fevcral means by which fuch 
iKople may obtain pieces of iron, or acquire the know¬ 
ledge of the exigence of that metal, without having had 
an immediate connedlion with thofe nations that ufe it. 
Wcdoubt nor, that it was unknown to all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Pacific Ocean, till Magellan led the way 
into it; for no navigator, immediately after his voyage, 
found any of this metal in their poircffioii; though, in 
the Gourfe of our late voyages, it has been remarked, 
that the ufe of it was known at fevcral ifiands, which no 
former European vcffels had ever, to our know ledge, 
vifited. At all the places where Mcndana touched, 
during his two voyages, fome of it mufi: have been left; 
and this would, doubtlefs, extend the knowledge of it 
to all the various illands, with wdiich the people, whom 
he vilired, had any immediate interccurfe. It might 
even have been carried farther, and where fpecimens 
of this valuable article could not be met with, deferip- 
tions might, in fome degree, ferve to make it known 
afterwards, when feen. The next voyage to the fouih- 
ward of the Equator, in which any intercouiTe was had 
with the people who inhabit the ifiands of this ocean, 
was that of Quiros, who landed at Sagittaria, the ifiand 
of handfomc people, and at Tierra del Efpiriru Santo, 
at all which places, as well as at thofe with which they 
had any communication, it mult undoubtedly have 
been made known. To him fuccceded, in this navi 
gation, Lc Maire, and Schouten, whole connedions 
with the natives began much farther to the Eaftward, 
and temiinated at Cocos and Horn illands. It is cer¬ 
tain, that the inhabitants of Otaheite and the Society 
illes, had a knowledge of iron, and purchafed it wdth 
the greateft avidity, when Captain Wallis difeovered 
Gtahcite; and they could only have acquired this 
knowledge through the mediation of thofe neighbour¬ 
ing illands at which it had been originally left. I'hcy 
acknowledge, indeed, that this was really the cafe; and 
tliey have lince informed us, that they held it in fuch 
eftimation, before the arrival of Captain Wallis, that 
an Otahcitcan chief, w'ho had gained poireffion of two 
nails, received no fmall emolument, by letting out the 
nfc of them to his neighbours, for the purpofe of boring 
holes. The natives of the Society iflcs, whom we found 
at Wateeoo, had been driven to that place long after 
the knowledge and ufe of iron had been thus introduced 
among their countrymen; and though, perhaps, they 
had no fpccimen of it with them, they w'ould naturally 
communicate at that ifiand, by defeription, their know- 
Icdge of this ufeful metal. From the people of Wateeoo, 
^in, thofe of Harvey’s ifiand might derive that incli¬ 
nation for it, of which we had fulficient proofs during 
our lliort intercour.'e with them. The confideration of 
jnefe fads will fhew how the knowledge of iron has 
^en conveyed throughout the Pacific Ocean, to illands 
mat have never had an immediate connexion with Eu- 
mpeans; and it may eafily be imagined, that, w'here- 
pver the hillory of it only has been reported, or a very 
mtonfiderable quantity of it has been left, the greater 
cagernefs will be fhewn by the inhabitants to procure 
plentiful fupplies of it. The application of thefe par- 
hculars, to the objed of our prefent confideration, is 
manifed. The natives of Atooi and Oneeheow, with- 
^^eing ever been vifited by Europeans before us, 
have received this metal from intermediate 
fituated between them and the Lad rones, which 
niards have frequented almoft ever fince the pc- 
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riod of Magellan’s voyage. Or, if the difiant weftern 
pofition of the Ladrones, fliould detrad from the pro¬ 
bability of this folutiop, is there not the American con¬ 
tinent to windw\ard, where the Spaniards have been 
fettled for upwards of two centuries and a half, during 
which long fpacc of time fhipwTecks mull frequently 
have happened on its coafts? It cannot be deemed fur- 
prizing, that part of fuch wrecks, containing iron, 
riiould, by the eaflcrly trade winds, be occafionally call 
upon fome of thofe ifiands that are fcactcrcd about this, 
immenfe ocean. The dillance of Atooi from America, 
is no argument againfl: this Tuppoficion ; and even if it- 
were, it would defiroy it. This ocean is annually tra- 
verfed by Spanilli velTels, and it is highly probable that, 
befidcs the accident of lofinga mall and its appendages, 
cafks with iron hoops, and many other things that con¬ 
tain iron, may fall, or be thrown, overboard, during, 
fo long a pailiigc, and thus find their way to land: 
Thefe are not mere conjcdlurcs, for one of Captain 
Cook’s people actually faw fome w'ood in a houfe at 
Wymoa, which he fuppofed to be lir; it wms worm- 
Cvitcn, and the natives informed him, that it had been 
driven alhore by the weaves; and we had their own ex- 
prefs authority, that they had obtained, from, llwnc 
place to the eafiward, the fpecimens of iron found 
among them. From this digrelfion (if it can juIlly be 
called one) let us return to the obfervations made during, 
our continuance at Atooi. 

The canoes of thefe people are commonly about.four 
and twenty feet in length, and have the bottom, in 
general, formed of a lingle piece of wood, hollowed 
out to the thicknefs of an inch, or more, and brought 
CO a point at each end. The fides are cornpofed of 
;hree boards, neatly fitted and la (lied to the bottom. 
Fhe extremities both at head and (lern, arc a little ele¬ 
vated, and both arc made fiiarp, fomewhat refembling 
a wedge, bur they fiatten more abruptly; fo that the- 
two lide boards join each other, fide by fide, for up¬ 
wards of a foot. As they feldom exceed, a foot and a 
half m breadth, thofe that go fingle (for they fometimes 
join them) have out-riggers, which are Ihaped and 
fitted with more judgment than any we had fecn before. 
They are rowed by paddles, fuch as w^e had oblerved 
at other ifiands, and fome of them have a light trian¬ 
gular fail, extended to a mall and boom. The ropes 
which they ufe for their boats, and the fmallcr cords 
for their fifiiing tackle, are tlrong and neatly made. 
They arc by no means novices in the art of agriculture. 
The vale-ground is one continued plantation of taro, 
and fome other articles, which have all the appearance 
of being carefully attended to. The potatoe-ficlds, and 
fpots of fugar cane, or plantains, on the higher grounds, 
are planted w ich great regularity; but neither thefe, nor 
the others, are enclofcd with any fence, unlcfs w^e con- 
lidcr the ditches in the low grounds as fuch, which, k 
is more than probable, are deligncd to convey w'ater to 
the taro. The abundance and excellence of thefe arti¬ 
cles may, perhaps, be as much owing to fkilful culture, 
as the natural fertility of foil, w-hich Teems better adapted 
to them than to bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; the 
few of.thefc latter we faw not being in a thriving Hate: 
and yet, notwithflanding this Ikill in agriculture, the 
ifiand, from its general appearance feeincd to be ca¬ 
pable of more extenfive improvement, and of main¬ 
taining twice as many inhabitants as are now upon it; 
for thofe parts that now lay wafie are, apparently, as 
good a foil, as thofe that are cultivated. Hence we 
cannot but conclude, that thefe people do not increafe 
in that proportion, which would render it necelTaryfor 
them to take advantage of the extent of their ifiand, 
towards railing a greater quantity of its vegetable pro¬ 
ductions for their maintenance. 

During our ftay in thefe parts, we did not fee one 
chief of any note; but we were informed by the iflandcrs, 
that feveral at Atooi have their rcfidence, to whom they 
proftrate themfelves as a mark of homage and refpedt. 
This proftration appeared fimilar to the moe moea, 
paid to the chiefs at the Friendly ifiands, and is here 
denominated hamoca, or moe. After wc had left th^ 
ifiand, one of thefe great men vifited Captain Clerk, 
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going oft to the Difcoverv, in his double canoe, and, 
like the fovcreign of the Friendly Ifles, paid no regard 
to the Imall canoes that chanced to be in his way, but 
ran againft, or over them, without making the lead: 
attempt to avoid them: nor was it poftiblc for the poor 
people to avoid him, it being a neceflary mark of their 
fubmiftion. that they ftiould lie down till he had pafled. 
He was aflifted in getting on board the Difeovery by 
his attendants, who placed him in the gang-way, where 
they ftood round him, holding each other by the hands, 
nor would they fuft'er any one but Captain Clcrke to ap¬ 
proach him. He was a young man, apparelled from 
head to foot. His name was faid to be Tamahano. 
Captain Clerkc having made him fome prefents, re¬ 
ceived, in return, a large bowl, fupported by two 
figures of men, the carving whereof difplayed a degree 
of fkill, both with refped: to the defign and execution, 
This bowl ufed to be filled w'ith Kava, or, in the lan¬ 
guage of Otaheitc, Ava, which is prepared and drank 
here, as at the other iHands of the Pacific ocean. Cap¬ 
tain Clcrke could not prevail upon this chief to go below^ 
nor to move from the fpot where his attendants had firft 
placed him. After remaining fome time in the ftiip, 
he was carried back into his canoe, and returned to the 
ifland. The next day fcveral meflages were fent to 
Captain Clcrke, inviting him to return the vifit on 
ftiore, and giving him to underftand, that the chief had 
prepared a confiderablc prefent on theoccafion; but 
the Captain being anxious to get out to fca, and join 
the Refolution, did not think proper to accept of the 
invitation. 

Our iinperfeCc intcrcourfe with the natives did not 
enable us to form an accurate judgment of the form of 
government cftabliftied among them; but from the ge¬ 
neral fimilarity of ciiftoms, and particularly from what 
we obferved of the honours paid to their chiefs, it feems 
reafonable to imagine, that it is of the fame nature with 
that which prevails in all the iflands we had hitherto 
vilitcd; and, in all probability, their wars among 
themfelves are equally frequent. This, indeed, might 
be inferred, from the number of weapons we found in 
their pofteftion, and from the excellent order in which 
they kept them. But we had proofs of the fa(ft from 
their own confeftion; and, as we were informed, thefc 
wars are carried on between the different diftri(fts of 
their own ifland, as well as between it and the neigh¬ 
bouring inhabitants of the iftes of Onecheow and 
Orechoua. 

Bcfidcs their fpcars, formed of a finebrownifti wood, 
beautifully poliflied, fome of which arc barbed at one 
end, and flattened to a point at the other, they have 
another kind of weapon, which we had never met with 
before. It fomewhat refemblcs a dagger, and is, in 
general, about eighteen inches in length, ftiarpencd at 
o^ie or both ends, and fccurcd to the hand by a firing. 
Its ufe is to ftab in dole combat, and feems well adapted 
to that pujq‘)ofe. Some of thefc may be denominated 
double daggers, having a handle in the middle, with 
which they are the letter enabled toftrike diftereiitw-ays. 
They have likewife bows and arrows; but, both from 
their flender conftrudlion, and their apparent fcarcity, 
it is probable that they never make ufc of them in 
battle. The knife or faw, already mentioned, with 
w hich they diffed the dead bodies of their enemies, 
may alfo be ranked among their weapons, as they both 
ftrike and cut with it when engaged in clofc fight. It 
is a fmall wooden inftrument, about a foot in length, 
of an oblong fhaf>c, rounded at the corners: its edges 
are furrounded with fhark's teeth, ftrongly fixed to it, 
and pointed outwards; and it has generally a hole in 
the handle, through which pafTes a long firing, and 
this they wrap fcvci-al times round the wnfi. We are 
of opinion that, on fome occafions, they ufe flings, for 
wc procured fome pieces of the hoematites, or blood- 
fione, made artificially of an oval fonn, divided longi¬ 
tudinally, with a narrow groove in the middle of the 
convex parr. To this the perfon who had one of them 
applied a thin cord, but would not difpofe of it, though 
ht^vas not unwilling to part w’ith the Hone, which, as 
it weighed a pound, muft prove fatal when thrown with 


fome degree offeree. V-e likewife faw fon,, ■ 
whetftone neatly poliihed, of an oval fimir- i 
what pointed towards each end, nearlv r.r’ ”1';'^'- 
fliape fome (tones feen by Captain Cook at^N^ 
donia m 1774. and made ufe of there in (iL^ * 

Some of their religious inftitutions anM fi, • 

^difpofingof their dead, ftrongly fndicate'a'I,"’?'* 

between the manners of thefe people and nf .t!* 
of the Fnendly and the Society ifends.^ The inh'I” 
tants ofTongataboo bury their dead with " j'* 
cency and they alfo Inter their human facrifi^'T 't 
they do not, to our knowledge, oiftr any other^ni 
or even vegetable, to their deities. The OtaS« ' 
do not inter their dead but expofe them to wafte d 
putrefaftion, though they afterwards bury the lMn« 
and this being their cuftom, it is remarkable thatrt,„ 
ftiould inter the bodies of their human facrifices Th^ 
arc far from being attentive to the condition‘of 2 

places, where they celebrate their folcmn rites; moftof 

their morals being in a ruinous fiate, and fhewingma 
n.fcfi tokens of neglcd. The people of Atooi refembk 
alfo thofe of Otaheitc, in offering vegetables and ani 
mals to their Gods. The Taboo likewife prevails in 
Atooi in Its full extent, and apparently with greater 
ftricfinefs, than even at Tongataboo: for the nativci 
always afked here, with great eagernefs, and with indi¬ 
cations of fear of offending, whether any particular 
thing, which they defired to fee, was taboo, or, as they 
pronounced the word, tafoo? Themaia raa, or prohi¬ 
bited articles, at the Society iflands, though undoubt¬ 
edly the fame thing, did not appear to be fo rigoroufly 
obferved by them, except with regard to the dead, re- 
fpeding whom w^e thought they were more fuperftitious 
than any others we had been converfant with. But 
whatever refemblance we might difeover between the 
general nianners of the inhabitants of Atooi, and thofe 
of Otaheitc, thefe were lefs ftriking than the fimilarity 
of language* 

The languages of both places may indeed be faid to 
be almoft entirely the fame. The people of Atooi, in 
general, have neither the firong guttural pronunciation 
of the Ncw-Zcalanders, nor that fmallcr degree of it, 
which alfo diftinguifhes the Friendly Iflanders; and they 
have not only adopted the whole idiom of their lan¬ 
guage, but the fame meafure and cadence in their fongs. 
It is true, at firfi hearing, a ftrangcr may perceive fosne 
difagreement; but it fhould be confidcred, that the na¬ 
tives of Otaheitc, from their frequent connexions with 
the Englifh, had learned, in fome meafure, to adapt 
themfelves to our imperfedt knowledge of their lan¬ 
guage, by ufing the moft common and even corrupted 
exprefiions in converfation with us; whereas, when they 
talked with each other, and ufed the feveral parts ne- 
cefiary to propriety of fpeech, they were hardly at all 
underftood by thofe among us, who had made the 
greateft progrefs in the knowledge of their tongue. 

Had the Sandwich Iflands been difeovered at an 
early period, by the Spaniards, they would doubtlcfs 
have availed themfelves of fo excellent a firuation, ana 
have made ufe of Atooi, or fome other iflands, as a 
place of refrcfhmenr for the fliips that fail annually be¬ 
tween Manilla and Acapulco. They lie almoft nua* 
way between the lafl mentioned place and Guam, 09^ 
of the Ladrones, which is at prefent their only port m 
traverfing this vaft ocean; and to touch at them wou 
not be a week’s fail out of their ordinary roui. ^ 
acquaintance with the Sandwich Ifles would alfo na 
been equally favourable to our Buccaneers, who 

fometimes pafled from the coafi of 
Ladrones, with a ftock of provilions and water fear 7 
adequate to the fupport of life. Here they mig 
ways have met with a plentiful fupply, ^ ffornia. 
within a month's fail of the very part of Cali 
which the Manilla fliips are obliged to 
happy would Lord Anfon have been, and "’* 1 ^ ^j^^rc 
culties would he have avoided, had he known cw 
was a clufler of iflands half way betw'cen 
Tinian, where all his wants might have been el 
relieved! rj hlc tl^*^ 

At thefe iflands, the tides are fo inconfldcra > 
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/ h a great furf breaking againft the HiorCj it was dif- 
all times to determine whether we had high or 
1w water, or whether it ebbed or flowed. On the fouth 
fdeof Atooi, a current generally fet to the wellward, or 
'' rth-weftward: but when we w'erc at anchor off Onee- 
ugow we found a current fetring nearly N. W. and 
S e/ fix hours each way. This was doubtlefs a rc- 
ular tide, and the flood appeared to come from the 
% W. 

The longitude of Sandwich Iflands, was determined 
h '72fetsof lunar obfervations; fome of w'hich were 
made while w’e were at anchor, in the road of Wymoa; 
others, before we arrived and after we had left it,, and 
reduced to it, by the watch or time-keeper. By the 
mean rcfult of the obfervations, the longitude of the 
road is 200 deg. 13 min. E. and the latitude, by the 
mcanof two meridian obfervations of the fun 21 deg. 
56 min. 15 fee. N. We now^ return to the progrefs of 
our voyage. 

On Monday, the 2nd of February, the Difeovery hav¬ 
ing joined us, we flood away to the northward, with a 
oentle gale from the E. On the 7th we w’ere in the 
latitude of 29 deg. N. longitude 200 deg. K the 
wind having veered to the S. E. which enabled us to 
fleer N. E. and E. This courfe we continued to the 
nth, when the wind having changed, we racked, and 
flood to the northward, in latitude 30 deg. N. longitude 
206 deg. 15 min. E. In this advanced latitude, and 
even in the winter fcafon, we had only begun to feel a 
fenfation of cold in the mornings and evenings; a proof 
of the equal and durable influenceof the heat of the fun, 
at all times, to 30 degrees on each fide the line. After 
that, the difproportion is known to be very great. This 
miifl be attributed principally to the diredion of the 
fun’s rays, independent of the bare diflancc, which is 
not equal to the cflccL On Thurfday the 19th, being 
in latitude 37 deg. N. longitude 206 deg. E. the wind 
veered to the S. E. and w'e were again enabled to fleer 
to the E. inclining to the N. On the 25th, vve reached 
the latitude of 42 deg. 30 min. longitude 219 deg. when 
we began to meet with the rock-weed, mentioned in 
Lord Anfon’s voyage, by the name of the fea-leck, 
which is generally feen by the Manilla (hips. Since 
wc left Sandwich Iflands, vve had fcarccly beheld a bird, 
or any other occannic animal. 

On Sunday, the 1 ft of March, in latitude 44 deg. 49 
min. N. and in longitude 228 deg. E. we had moderate 
and mild weather, which appeared to us very extraor¬ 
dinary, when wc w'ere fo far N. and fo near an exten- 
five continent, at this tin^e of the year. Another An¬ 
gular circumflance is, that we fliould meet with fo few 
birds, compared to thofe w c faw in the fame latitudes, to 
the S. of the line. Hence wc may conclude, that, in 
the fouthern hemifpherc, beyond 40 deg. the fpccics 
are much more numerous, and the iflands rnorc plen¬ 
tifully fcattered, than any where near that latitude, be¬ 
tween the coafl of California and Japan. On the 
morning of the 2nd, during a calm, part of the fea ap¬ 
peared to be covered with a kind ot flime, and fmall 
fea animals. When they fvvam about, which they did 
with cafe in various diredtionSjthcy emitted the brighteft 
colours of the moft valuable gems, according to their 
pofition, refpedling the light. Some of them were 
taken up and put into a glafs of fait w'accr, when, at 
one time, they appeared pellucid, at another difplaying 
the various tints of blue, from a pale faphirine to a vio¬ 
let, mixed with a kind of ruby, and glowing wdth fufli- 
cient flrength to illuminate the glafs of water. When 
the velTel was held to the ftrongeft light, the tints ap¬ 
peared moft vivid; but almoft vaniflicd when the ani¬ 
mals fublided to the bottom, and they had then a 
brow'nifh appearance. By candle-light, the colour was, 
principally, a beautiful pale green, with a kind of bur- 
nilhcdglofs: and, in the dark, it faintly exhibited a 
glowing Are. They are a nevvfpccies of Onifcus^ called 
by Mr. Anderfon, Onifcusjulgem, and fuppofed to bean 
animal which contributes to that lucid appearance often 
obferved at fea in the night. 

On Friday the 6th, at noon, in latitude 44 deg. N. 
longitude 234 deg. 30 mint F- w e faw two fcals, and le- 


veral whales; and on the “jih; early in the morning, the 
long expctfled coaft of New Albion, lb named by Sir 
LVancis Drake, was deferied, at the diftance ot ten 
leagues extending from N. E. to S. E. At noon we 
were in latitude 44 deg, 33 min. N. longitude 235 deg; 
20 min. E. and the land about eight leagues diftant. 
I'his formed a point at the northern extreme, which 
our Commodore named Cape Foulwcuthcr, from the 
exceeding bad weather we afterwards met with. After 
feveral attempts attended with many difficulties, on 
Monday the 9th, we tacked, and flood in again for the 
land; but the wind continually Aiifting, and blowing in 
fqiialls, with hail and Acer, obliged us to ftand ^ff and 
on, w ithout feeing the feaft Agn of a harbour. The 
land which we approached On our different tacks, is 
moderately high, bur, in many places, it rifes ft ill 
liigher within. It is diverfiftcd with hills and rifing 
grounds, many of which are covered with tall ftraight 
trees ; and others, not fo high, grew in fpots, like clumpSj 
but the fpaces between, and the Adcs of the rifing 
grounds were clear. Such a profpedl in fummer might 
be very agreeable, but at this feafon, it had an uncom¬ 
fortable appearance, the bare grounds along the coaft 
being covered with fnow, which feemed to lie in 
abundance between the hills and rifing grefunds, and 
in many places, tow'ards the fea, had, at a diftance, the 
appearance of w hire clift's. On the riAng grounds, the 
fnow was thinner fpread; and farther in land, there 
feemed to be none at all. Hence it might, perhaps, be 
concluded, that the fnow which we had feen towards the 
fea, had fallen the preceding night; which w'as, in¬ 
deed, thecoldcft wc had experienced Ance our arrival 
on that coaft ; a kind of fleet fell fometimes ; and the 
weather became very unfettled. The coaft appeared al- 
moft ftraight in every part, not having any opening or 
inlet, and terminated m a kind of fandy beach ; though 
it was imagined by fome on board, thaf fuch appear¬ 
ance was owing to the fnow. Each extreme of the land 
ftiot out into a point; the northern one was that which 
wc had feen on the 7th, and therefore the Captain called 
it Cape Perpetua. Its latitude is 44 deg. 6 min. N. 
and its longitude 235 deg. 52 min. E. The fouthcrrl 
extreme was named Capo Gregory. It lies in the lati- 
tudeof 43 deg. 30 min. N. an(i in the longitude of 235 
deg. 57 min. E. At five o’clock the wind veered to the 
W. and S. W. which induced us once more to ftand out 
to fea. At this time Cape Perpetua bore N. E. by N. 
and the fartheft land to the S. of Cape Gregory S. by E. 
diftant about ten or twelve leagues: confcqucntly, it» 
latitude is 43 deg. 10 min. and its longitude 235 deg. 
55 min. E. This is nearly the Atuation*of Cape Blanco^ 
difeovered the r9th of January 1603, by Martin d’Agui-* 
lar. It is remarkable that in this very latitude, gco- 
ographers have placed a large entrance or ftrait,’ aferib- 
ing the difeovery of it to the fame navigator; whereas 
nothing more is mentioned in his voyage, than his hav¬ 
ing difeovered a large river in this Atuation, which he 
would have entered, but was hindered by the currents. 

The wind being now very unfettled, blowing in 
fqualls, attended with fnow fhowers, w’e were obliged 
to ftretch to the fouth ward to get clear of the coaft. 
On Friday, the 13th, the gale abated, and we flood in 
again for land. On Saturday, the 21 ft in the rriorning, 
a breeze fprung up at S. W, This being attended 
with fair weather, vve fteered north-eafterly; and ori 
the 22nd, about eight o’clock A. M. wc came in Aght 
of land, diftant about nine leagues, being now in lati-^ 
tude 47 deg. 5 min. N. and our longitude 235 deg. lO 
min. E. At length we perceived a fmall opening be¬ 
tween what wc fuppofed to be an iAand, and the 
northern extreme of the land; here we expcifled to 
And a harbour; but our hopes vanifhed as we drew 
nearer; and, wc were foon convinced, that the open¬ 
ing was clofcd by low land. Our difappointment oc- 
caAoned the point of land, to the north, to be named 
Cape Flattery. Its latitude is 48 deg. 15 min. N. and 
its longitude 235 deg. 3 min. E. In this latitude geo¬ 
graphers have placed the pretended ftrait of Juan dc 
Fuca. But nothing of that kind prefented itfelf to our 
view, nor is it probable that any fuch «hing cverexifted- 
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Sunday, the 29th, we were in latitude 49 deg. 
29 min. N. and in the longitude of 232 deg. 29 min. 
. when wc again faw land, the neareft part lix leagues 
k^ r formed, at the S. E. extreme, 

oit which are feveral breakers, on account of which it 
as called Point Breakers. Its latitude is 49 deg. ic 
mm. N. and its longitude 233 deg. 20 min. E. The 
a I u e of the other extreme is about 50 deg. and the 
ong.tude 232 deg. This lalt was named Woody 
oint. Ixtween the/e tw'o points, a large bay is formed, 
veich the Captain called Hope Bay; hopine, as he 
ai , to find in it a good harbour; and the event proved 
at he was not miftaken. As we approached the coalf, 
we law the appearance of two inlets; one of which 
was in the N. W. and the other in the N. E. comer of 
Wie bay. We bore up for the latter, and palTcd foine 
breakers about a league from the fliore. As wc ad- 
vanced, thc exillencc of the inlet no longer remained 
doubtful. At five o’clock we reached the weft point 
ot It; and loonafter a breeze fprungup at N. W. with 
which wc flretched into an arm of the inlet, tun¬ 
ing m to the N. E. Here we were becalmed, and 
lound It neceflary to anchor in eighty-five fathoms wa- 
tcr and fo near the fliore as to be able to reach it 
with a hawfer. The Difeovery was becalmed before 
IhegoE within the arm, where flic anchored in 7 c fa¬ 
thoms. ' ^ 

At the place where we were firft becalmed, three ca¬ 
noes came off to the fliip, in one of which were two 
men, in another fix, and in the other ten. Advancino’ 
pretty near us, a perfon flood up in one of them, and 
Ipoke fora confiderablc time, inviting us, as we lup- 
pofed, by his geflures to go afiiore; and, at the lame 
time continued flrewing handfuls of feathers towards 
us. Some of his companions alfo threw a red powder 
in the fame manner. One, in particular, fuiirr a moft 
agieeable air, accompanied with a melodious foft- 
ncls. The word haela was repeated fieqiiently as the 
burden ot the fong. Soon after a breeze fpringing up 
brought us clofer to the fliorc, when the canoes came to 
vifitus in great numbers; having, at one time, no Icfs 
than thii ty-two of them about the fliip, containing 
from three to feven or eight perfons each, and of both 
lexes. One attracted particularly our notice by its 
havinga peculiar head, with a bird’s eye, and an enor¬ 
mous large beak, painted upon it. The chief who was 
in It, appeared equally remarkable for his Angular ap¬ 
pearance; having a large quantity of feathers hanging 
from his head, and being fmeared in a very extraoidi 
nary manner. In his hand he had a carved bird of 
wood, of the flze of a pigeon, with which he often 
rattled, like the perfon before mentioned; and was 
equally vociferous in his harangue, which was accompa¬ 
nied with many expreffive geltures. Not any of thefe 
vilitors could be prevailed upon to come on board. 

1 hey w'cre very ready, however, to part with any thing 
they had, and received whatever w^c offered them in 
exchange; but they were very folicitous after iron 
and appeared to be no ftrangers to that valuable 
metal. 

Having found fuch excellent flielter for our fliips, in 
an mlet whofc coafls appeared to be inhabited by an 
inoflTenfiveraceof people, w’cloflno time, after com¬ 
ing to anchor, in fearching for a commodious har¬ 
bour, w'hcre we might be flationed during our conti¬ 
nuance in the found. Upon this fervice three armed 
boats were fent; and on the N. W. of the arm, at a 
Imall diflance from the fliips, wc found a convenient 
^ye: but apprehending we could not tranfport our 
Ihips to it, and moor them properly, before night had 
pvertaken us, we thought it prudent to continue where 
we were fill the next morning. The whole day we 
were furrounded with plenty of canoes; and a recipro¬ 
cal trade was commenced between us, conduced with 
the flri( 5 lcfl: harm.onyand integrity on both fides. Their 
articles of commerce were the Ikins of various ani¬ 
mals, fuch as bears, fea-otters, wolves, foxes, deer ra- 
coons, martins, and pole-cats. They alfo produced a 
Kind of cloathing, fabricated from the bark of a tree 
ora plant rcfcmbling hemp: befldcs which articles* 
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they had bows arrows, a„d rpearTfiTTr' 
nous kinds of -nftrunients; wooden ! a«d va 

beads; and red oihrc; alfo feveral 'forl;. 

thin brafs^and iron refemblinganhorS„ ot 

wear pendant at their nofes. However” 
articles which they expofed tofale. the lor"®’""'' 
naty were human fkulls, and hands, 
flefli remaining on them; which rhe„ ."’"’"'ftlic 
they had been feeding on; and fome of 
bore evident marks of their having ^^0, re'""'*", 
the various articles they broughtf th!! ^ ^ 

change knives, chillels, nails. Poking 

the niips intoVh! «v!f wilrc 

Rcfolution was now become very leakv in k 
works; on which account the camente?! Zr 
to caulk her, and to repair any other 1 

clilcover. In the courVe of ^is£ 

<ynval brought vaft numbers of the natives ? 

Blips. At one time we counted above a liundrc.t"''' 
each ot which, on an average, bad live people o! 
few_ containing Icfs than three; many Imin! 
c^ht, or nmc; and one was manned with li-v 
Many of thefe were new vKitor.s. which wc 
by their orations and ccrcmonic.s. If they at lirlir! 
apprehended that wc meant to lie holfiie 
were now removed; for thev ventuld 1 
Blips, and mixed with our pe'ople w ith the utmolVfree 
dom and familiarity. Wc difeovered tJv.l T 
this intercourfc.that they were as fond of pilferimris 
any we had met with during our vovaire■ anrn-™ 
were much more mifehievous than any V the oihcr 
thieves wc had found; for, haring (harp inllruniems 
m their polfcBion, they could, the inllant lhat ourbacks 
were turned, cut a hook from a tackle, or a picreof 
iron from a rope. They flripped our boats of ovary 
piece of lion that was worth taking away, though’fom'c 
of oui nicn were always left in them as a guard. They 
vyere, indeed fo dextrous in dTedting their purpofes, 
that one fellow would contrive to amufe our people at 
one end of the boat, while his confederate was forcing 
olf the iron work at the other. If an article that h:id 
been flolen, was immediately mifled, the thief was eafily 
detected, as they were fond of impeaching each other: 
but the prize was always reliaflamly given up by the 
guilty perfon; and fometimes compulfive means were 
obliged to be ufed in order to regain it. 

Wednefday, April the ifl, having fafely moored 
^ krproceeded to other neceflary bulincfs. 

I he obfcrvatorics were taken alhore, and placed on a 
^ide of the cove. .4 party of men was fla- 
noned to cut wood, and clear a place for watering. 
Having plenty ol pine-trees here, others were cmployeil 
in brewing fprucc-bccr. The forge was alfo erected to 
make the nccelTary iron-work for repairing the foremafl. 
Wcwcrc daily vificed by a confiderablc number of new 
comers, who had a Angular mode of introducing thein- 
lelves on their firfl ap^pcarance, by j^addling, with their 
utrnoft flrength and adtiviry, round both the Ihips, 
while a chief, flanding up with a fpcar in his hand, 
bawled mofl vocifcroully all the time. 1'he face of this 
orator was fometimes covered with a mafk, reprefent- 
ing either a human countenance, or that ot fomc other 
anirnal; and, inflead of a fpcar, he had a kind ol rattle 
in his hand. Frequently, before they came along Inie, 
or on board our fliip, they would entertain us with a 
fong, in which their whole company joined. During 
theic viflts our principal care was to guard againft their 
thievery. 

But on Saturday, the 4th of April, we had a very 
ferious alarm, for our party on fliore perceived the na¬ 
tives in all quarters arming, and thofc w ho bad not 
proper weapons w^re colledting flicks and floncs. 'F^c 
Captain, hearing this, ordered all our workmen to re¬ 
pair to the rock, whereon our obfcrvatorics had been 
placed; thus.leaving the foppofed enemy in polfeHJJ!'' 
of the ground where they aflemblcd, which was wiihuj 

about 










































































































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, 6cc. 


537 


hmic one hundred yards of our ftern. Wc foon found, 

h^'evcr, that thcfe hoftile preparations were dircdlcd 

infl body of their own countrymen, who were ad- 
to attack them; and our friends of the Sound, 
Lrceiv'ing our apprehenfions, exerted their befi endca- 
^urs to convince us, that this was really the cafe. The 
'cjverfe parry, on board about twelve large canoes, at 
f ngth drew up in line of battle, off the South point of 
the cove. A negociation for the reftoration of peace 
was now commenced; in the courfe of which feveral 
‘pie ii> canoes pafTed between the two parties, and 
fomc debates enfued. At length the matter in difpute 
appeared to be adjufted; but the Hrangers were not 
permitted to approach our fhips. It is mofl likely we 
verc the principal occafion of the quarrel; the ftran- 
cers, perhaps, infifting on having a right of fliaring in 
t^he advantages of a trade with us; and our firft friends 
refolving to engrofs us entirely to themfelves. Wc 
were convinced of this on many other occafions; nay, 
even among thofc who lived in the found, the w’caker 
were often obliged to fubmit to the Wronger party, and 
were plundered of e\*cry thing, without even attempt¬ 
ing to make any refinance. 

Sunday, the 5 th, the carpenter difeovered the cheeks 
of the foremaft to be rotten, and began to fupply it 
with new ones. It was fortunate that thefe defedts 
fhould be difeovered, when wc were fo commodioufly 
lituated, as to be able to procure the materials that 
were requifite. On the 7th, while the forc-maft: was 
repairing, the Captain ordered a new fet of main- 
rigging to be fitted. From our putting into the found 
to this day, the weather had been remarkably fine; but 
in the morning of the 8th we had rain with a frelh gale, 
and in the evening it blew extremely hard : but though 
thcfe tempeftuous blafts fucceeded each other quickly, 
they were of Ihort duration: yet wc had the misfor¬ 
tune to have our mizcn-mall give way at the head. 
About eight o’clock, the gale abated, but the rain con¬ 
tinued, almoft without intcrmifTion. During thefe 
fqualls the natives frequently brought us fmall cod, 
fmall bream, or fardine, and a fupply of other fifh. 
Sunday the 12th, in the evening, wc received a vifit 
from a tribe of natives, w'hom we had not fecn before, 
and who, in general, made a better appearance than 
cur old friends. When conducted into the cabin, 
there was not an objedt that fixed their attention; all 
our novelties were looked on with indifference, except 
by a very few, who flicw'ed a certain degree of curiofity. 
On Thurfday the i6th, when our carpenters had made 
a confiderable progrefs on the mizen-maft, they dif¬ 
eovered that the tree on which they were at work, was 
wounded, owing, it was imagined, to fomc accident in 
cutting it down. It therefore became neceflary to pro¬ 
cure another tree out of the woods, on which work all 
hands were employed about half a day. During this 
operation, many of the natives were gazing on with an 
inexprcflible furprizc, which, from their general inat¬ 
tention, w'c did not cxpedl. On Saturday, the i 8th, 
a party of Grangers, in feven or eight canoes, came into 
the cOve, and after looking at us for fomc time, retired. 
We concluded, that our old friends would not fuffer 
them to have any dealings with us. It was evident, 
indeed, that the neighbouring inhabitants engrofled us 
entirely to themfelves; and that they carried on a traffic 
with more diffant tribes, in thofe articles they had re¬ 
ceived from Its: for they frequently difappeared four or 
five days together, and returned with frclh cargoes of 
curiofities and Ikins. Such of them as vifited us daily, 
after having difpofed of their trifles, employed them¬ 
felves in ftfhing, and we always partook of what they 
caught; we alfo procured from them a confiderable 
quantity of good animal oil, which they brought to us 
in bladders. Some, indeed, attempted to cheat us, by 
mixing water with oil; and once or twdcc they fo far 
impofed up)on us, as to fill their bladders with water 
<>nly. In exchange for their articles of traffic, metjd 
Was generally demanded by our vifitors; and brafs had 
now fupplanted iron, being fought after, with fuch eager- 
nefs, that before w^e left the found, fcarcely a bit of it 
Was to be found in the fliips, except what conffituted 
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a part of our necefTary inflrumcnts; fuits of cloaths 
were ffripped of their buttons; bureaus of their fur¬ 
niture; kettles, canniffers, and candlcfticks, all went to 
rack; fb that our American friends procured from us 
a greater variety of things, than any other nation we 
had vifited. 

On Sunday, the 19th, mofl: of our work being now 
finifhed. Captain Cook fet out the next morning to 
furvey the found. Proceeding firft to the weft point, 
we difeovered a large village, and, before it a very fnug 
harbour, with from nine to four fathoms water. The 
inhabitants of this village, who were numerous, and to 
many of whom the Commodore was no ftranger, re¬ 
ceived him with great courtefy, every one preffing him 
to enter his apartment; for feveral families have habita¬ 
tions under the fame roof. He accepted politely the 
invitations, and the hofpitable friends whom we vi- 
fited, teftified every mark of civility and refpe(ft. In 
many of thcfe habitations women w'erc employed, in 
making drefles of the bark or plant already mentioned* 
and executed their bufmefs much like the natives of 
New Zealand: others were bufy in opening fardines; 
large ftioals of which vve have fecn brought on fliorc, 
and meafured out to feveral people, who carried them 
home, where they performed the operation of curing 
them: this is done by fmoke-drying. They are hung 
upon fmall rods; at firft, about a foot over the fire; 
they are then removed higher and higher, to make 
room for others. When dried, they are clofely packed 
in bales, and the bales covered with mats. Thus they 
are preferved till wanted, and are not unpleafant food. 
They alfo cure cod, and other large fifli in the fame 
manner; but thefe are fometimes dried in the open 
air. Leaving this village, we proceeded up the weft 
fide of the found. For near three miles w’e faw feveral 
fmall iftands, fo lituated as to form fome convenient 
harbours, the depths being from thirty to feven fathonris. 
About tw'o leagues within the found, on the fame fide, 
an arm runs in the direction of N. N. W. and another 
in the fame dire< 5 tion about tw'o miles farther. About 
a mile above the fecond arm we found the ruins of a 
village. The framings of the houfes remained ftand- 
ing, but the boards or roofs were taken away. Behind 
this deferted village is a fmall plain, covered with the 
largeft pine-trees wc had ever feen. This was Angu¬ 
lar, as molt of the elevated ground on this fide the 
found appeared rather naked. Faffing from hence to 
the caft fide, wc obferved, what we had before ima¬ 
gined, that it was an ifland, under which the Ihips lay; 
and that many fmallcr ones lay fcattered about on the 
w'cft fide of it. Upon the main land, oppofite the north 
end of our ifland, we faw a village, and landed there, 
but our Commodore was not fo politely received by the 
inhabitants, a£ by thofe of the other village he had vi¬ 
fited. This cold reception was occafioned by on^ 
furly chief, who would not fuffer him to enter their 
houfes, making expreffive figns, that he was impatient 
for him to be gone. Captain Cook endeavoured in 
vain to footh him with prefents: thefe he did not re- 
fufe, though he continued the fame kind of behaviour. 
But, notwithftanding this treatment from the inhofpi- 
table chief, fome of the young women expeditioufly 
apparelled themfelves in their beft habiliments, alTcm- 
bled in a body, and, joining in an agreeable fong, gave 
us a hearty welcome. Evening now drawing on. Cap¬ 
tain Cook propofed returning, and we proceeded for 
the fhips round the north end of the ifland. When 
returned aboard, we were informed that in our abfence, 
fome ftrangers from the S. E. had vifited our people in 
the ftiips, who purchafed of them two filver table 
fpoons, that appeared to be of Spanifli manufadture. 
They were worn round the neck of one of thofe vifi¬ 
tors by way of ornament. 

Wednerday, the 22nd, about eight o’clock A. M. 
we were vifited by a number of ftrangers from the 
Ibuthward. After their departure the two Captains, 
Cook, and Clerk, went in their own boats to the village 
at the weft point, where our Commodore had been two 
days before, and had obferved that plenty of grafs was 
to be had near it; and it was necefiary to get a fupply 
6 U of 

















of this, for the few remaining goats and (hcep that 
were llill on board. We received the fame welcome 
reception a? before, and our Commodore ordered fome 
of the people to begin cutting: not imagining the na¬ 
tives would objcdl to our furnilhing ourfclvcs with what 
could not be of any ufe to them, though eflentially ne- 
cefTary for us. In this, however, we were miffaken, for 
as loon as our men began cutting the grafs, fome of the 
inhabitants^would not permit them to proceed, faying, 
^Makook,'* fignifying, that we muft buy them hrft. 
During this event, Captain Cook was in one of the 
1?^ Jic repaired immediately to 

the field, w here he found about us, a dozen claimants of 
dilferent parts of the gi'afs, that grew on the premifes. 
The Commodore treated with them for it, and having 
complied with the terms of his purchafe, thought we 
had now full liberty to cut whatever we pleafed. Here 
he was again miflaken ; for he had fo liberally paid the 
firfl pretended proprietors, that frefii demands were 
made from others, fo that every fingle blade of grafs 
might have had a fepararc owner; and fo many of them 
were to be fatisfied, that his pockets prcfcntly became 
empty. When they were convinced of this laft flrik- 
ingcircumftance, they ceafed to be importunate, and 
we were permitted to cut where we thought proper, and 
as much as we pleafed. Here it is worthy of obferva- 
tion, that we never met with any uncivilized nation, or 
tribe, who poffclfed fuch firicS notions of their having 
an cxclufive property in the produce of their country, 
as the inhabitants of this found. They even wanted 
our people to pay for the wood and water that were car¬ 
ried aboard. Had Captain Cook been prefent when 
thefe demands were made, he would doubilcfs have 
complied with them; but our workmen thought dif 
fcrently, and paid little or no attention to fuch claims. 
The natives thinking we were determined to pay not 
the leafl: confidcration, at length ceafed to apply for the 
fame: but they frequently took occafion to remind us, 
that their efteem for us had induced them to make us a 
prefent of wood and water. Having completed all 
their operations at this village, the natives and the two 
Captains took a friendly leave of each other, and we re¬ 
turned to the Ihips in the afternoon. 

The 23d, 24th, and 25th, were employed in pre¬ 
paring for fca; the fails were bent; the obfervatories 
and other articles w'ere removed from the fiiore; and 
both fliips put into a proper condition for failing.' On 
Sanday the 26th, the Commodore intended to have fet 
fail, but having both wind and tide againft us, w'c were 
under a necefiity of waiting till noon, when the tide 
turning in our favour, the Ihips were towed out of the 
cove. At four o’clock P. M. the mercury in the ba¬ 
rometer funk uncommonly low, and we had every ap¬ 
pearance of an approaching ftorm from the fouthward: 
but the Captain's anxiety to profecutc the voyage, and 
the fear of lofing fo good an opportunity of getting out 
of the found, operated more ftrongly upon his mind 
than the apprehenfion of danger, and he relblved to put 
to fea. Wc were attended by the natives till w^e were al- 
luon: out of the found; fome in their canoes, and others 
on board the fliips. One of the chiefs who had par¬ 
ticularly attached himfelf to C^tain Cook, was among 
the laft who parted from us. The Captain a little time 
before we got under way, made him a fmall prefent; 
for which he received, in return, a beaver fkin of much 
fuperior value. For this reafon the Captain made an 
.addition to his prefent, which pleafed tlie chief fo highly, 
that he prefented to the Commodore the beaver 5 (kin 
cloak which he then wore, and of which he w'as par¬ 
ticularly fond. Struck with this inftance of generofity, 
and wifliing himnotto be a fufferer by his gratitude. 
Captain Cook infifted upon his acceptance of a new 
broad-fword, with a brafs hilt, with which he appeared 
greatly delighted. We_ were eameflly importuned by 
the chief, and many of his countrymen, to pay them 
another vifit; who, by w'ay of inducement, promifed to 
procure a large ftock of (kins. Before we continue the 
progrefs of our voyage, we think it may be no fmall 
entertainment to our readers, to comprife in the re- 


niaindcrof this chapter further paTtkuwTT^ 
the country and its inhabitants. ” to 

The inlet in which our fltips were j • 
by the natives Nootka, but Captain " '^"'<1 
name of king Georges Sound. The rm '' 
the cart corner of Hope Bay. in latitude 4X''“ m 
N. longitude 233 deg. 12 min. E. "’in- 

covered by a chain of funken rocks, and. ncaf h “ 
are fome iBands and rocks above water 

W. N. W. from each other, diftant four 
found widens within thefe points, and exS' 
northward at lead four leagues. In the m uj, “i 
are a number of iHands of various fizes 
of water not only in the middle of the fouuH 
clofe to fome parts of the Ihore, is from 47 ti^oof" 
thorns or more. Within its circuit, the iiarblr! 
.^chormg places are numerous. The cove nhrr 
fhips anchored, is on the eaft fide of the founH “I 
alfoon the eaft of the largeft idand. Its princip;i 
commendation is that of being covered hom ,hf fi 
for It IS expofed to theS. E. winds, which fomrti„ ’ 
blow with great violence. Upon thefea coaft, the bnj 
IS tolerably high; but, within the found, it riferko 
fteep hills, which have a uniform appearance ending i 
roundifti tops, with foarp ridges on?hcir fides. 
of thefe hills are high; all of them are covered tothek 
fumniits with the thickeft woods. The foil upon them 
IS produced from rotten mofles and trees, of the dcoth 
of about two feet. Their foundations are nothL 
more than ftupendous rocks; of a grey or whitilh cj 
When expolcd to the weather; but, when broken arc 
of a bluifli grey colour. The rocky fliorcs confili en¬ 
tirely of this; and the beaches of the little coves in 
the found are compofed of fragments of it. 

The climate appears to be infinitely milder than that 
on the eaft coaft of America, under the fame parallel 
of latitude. We perceived no froft in any of the low 
ground; but, on the contrary, vegetation proceeded 
very brifkly, for, at this time, we faw grafs upwards 
of a foot long. The trees of which the woods arc com¬ 
pofed are the Canadian pine, white cyprels, and two or 
three other forts of pine. The two firft arc in the 
greatefl: abundance. At a diftance they rcfcmble each 
other; but they are cafily diftinguiflied on a nearer view, 
the cyprefs being of a paler green than the other. In 
general, the trees grow here with great vigour, and arc 
of a large fize. About the rocks and borders of the 
woods, we faw fome ftrawberry plants, ralberry, cur¬ 
rant, and goofeberry buflies, all in a flourifliing ftate. 
vVe found alfo a few black aider-trees; a fpecicsoffow- 
thiftle; fome crows-foot with a finccrimfon flower, and 
two forts of Anthericum. We met with fome wild 
rofe-buflies, juft budding: fome young leeks; a fmall 
fort of grafs, and fome water-crelTcs; bcfidcs a great 
abundance of andromeda. The fcafon of the year did 
not permit us to acquire much knowledge of the vege¬ 
tables of this country;.and being in a cove, on an ifland, 
all the animals that we faw alive were two or three ra¬ 
coons, martins, fquirrels; and fome of our people who 

landed on the continent, on the fouth-eaft lide of the 
Sound, obferved the prints of a bear's feet, nor far 
from the fliore; but wc could only judge of the qua¬ 
drupeds from the fleins purchafed of the inhabitants, 
and thefe were fometimes fo mutilated, that wc could 
not even guefs to what fpecies of animals they belonged, 
though others were fo perfeift as not to admit a doubt 
about them. The tnoft common of thefe laft forts were 
bears, deer, foxes, and wolves. Bcar-fldns 
abundance, but not very large; their colour is generally 
a Alining black. The deer-fleins are not fo 
and appear to belong to what the inhabitants of No^n- 
Carolina in America, call the fallow-deer; l^nt 
Millar, in his New Syftem of Natural Hiftory diuin- 
guiflies it by the name of Virginian deer, and 
quite a different fpecics from ours. Our ''^*7 "V, 
rous friends and fubferibers will not be difpleafed i 
here give a dccifivc opinion in favour of that 
New, Cheap, and Capital Work, Mii-lars 
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jvJevv Body of Natural History, to be compleated 
in fixty weekly numbers, price only fixpence each, 
and now publifhing with univerfal approbation, may 
be faid, without the leaft particle of flattery, to be far 
fuperior to every other publication of the kind. May 
merit alone ever have the preference and encourage¬ 
ment, with the unprejudiced and difmterefted public, 
is our flneere and hearty wilh! But to proceed. The 
foxes are numerous, and of feveral varieties; the fkins 
of foine being yellow, with a black tip at the tail; others 
of a reddifli yellow, intermixed with black. We met 
with an entire wolfs ^in, which was grey. Here is 
the common martin, the pine martin, and another of 
a lighter brown colour. The ermine in this country is 
fmall, and not very common: nor is its hair remarka- 
,bly fine. The animal is entirely white, except about 
an inch at the tip of the tail. The racoons and fquirrels 
are of the common fpccies, but not fo large as in other 
parts of the world. Hogs, dogs, and goats, have not 
yet made their appearance in this place. 

The fea animals feen off the coafl: were whales, por- 
poifes, and feals; the lad of thefe feem only of the com¬ 
mon fort. Though fea-otters arc amphibious, yet we 
may confider them as belonging to this clafs, as living 
principally in the water. The fur of thefe animals, as 
mentioned in the Ruffian accounts, is certainly fofter 
and finer than that of any other animals known by the 
Europeans; confequently the difeovery of this part of 
the continent of North-America, where fo valuable an 
article of commerce may be ,met with, cannot be a 
matter of indifference. Mr. Coxe, in his Ruffian Dif- 
coveries, on the authority of Mr. Pallas, fays, that the 
old and middle-aged fea-otters fkins are fold atKiatchta, 
by the Ruffians, to the Chinefe, from 8o to lOO rubles 
a fkin, that is from i 61 . to 20I. each. 

The birds that frequent the w^aters and the fliores are 
fir from being numerous: they are very fliy, owing, 
perhaps, to their being continually harraffed by the na¬ 
tives, either to eat, or for their feathers to be worn as 
ornaments. We met with humming birds, different 
in fome refpedls from the various forts already knowm 
of this delicate little animal. Shags and gulls are alfo 
frequent in the Sound. Some fwans too were feen flying 
to the northward, but we know not their haunts. Here 
are two forts of wild ducks; one black, with a white 
head; the other white, with a red bill, but of a larger 
fize: alfo the greater Lumme, or diver, found in the 
northern parts of Europe. On the fhorcs we found a 
fand-piper, not unlike the burre, a plover, refembling 
our common lark, and two kinds of wood-peckers, one 
fmaller than a thrufli, the other larger and more 
elegant. 

Filh are more plentiful than birds. The principal forts 
we found were the common herring, not exceed ingfeven 
inches in length; a fmaller fort, of the fame kind with the 
anchovy, though rather larger: a lilver coloured bream, 
and another of a brown colour, with narrow blue ftripes. 
Sharks fometimes frequent the found, for the natives 
have fome of their teeth in their pofleflion. About 
the rocks there is an abundance of large mufcles, many 
of a fpan long; in fome of which are large pearls; but 
they are not pleafing either in colour or fliape. Red 
coral is to be found either on the coafl: or in the found, 
large branches of it having been feen in the canoes of 
the natives. The only reptiles obferved here were 
brown fnakes, about two feet in length, having whitifli 
firipcsonthe back and fides; and brownifh w^ater li¬ 
zards. The former are quite harmlefs. The infe£l 
tribe feem to be much more numerous. 

We found here both iron and copper, but we do not 
think cither of them belong to this place. We did not 
fee the ores of any metals, except a coarle red ochry 
fublfance, ufed by the natives in painting or Raining 
their faces and bodies; they had alfo a black and white 
pigment made ufe of for the fame purpofe. Exclu- 
hve of the rock, w^hich forms the fliores and moun¬ 
tains, we found among the natives fome things made 

a hard black granite, not very compad, nor fine 
grained; alfo a greyifh whetftone; the common oil 
hone; and a black fort, little inferior to the hone Rone. 
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They had likewife pieces of rock chryRal. W’e could 
not obtain this from them without a very valuable re¬ 
turn. 

As to the natives, their perfons, in general, are under 
the common Rature; ufually pretty plump, but not 
mufcular; the forehead low; the eyes fmall, black, and 
rather languifliing, than fparkling; the mouth round, 
with large, thick lips; the teeth tolerably equal and well 
fet. Their eye-brows are alfo fcanty, and always nar¬ 
row: but the hair of the head is in great abundance, 
very coarfeand Rrong; and, without a Angle exception, 
black, Rraight, and lank, ^me have no beards; others 
only a thin one on the point of the chin; for they pluck 
it out clfew'here by the roots; and thofe who do not 
thus eradicate it, have not only confiderable beards, on 
every part of the chin, but alfo whifkers, or muRachios, 
running from the upper lip to the low^crjaw obliquely 
downward; whence we may conclude, that it is a mit 
taken notion, though efpoufed by eminent writers, that 
American Indians have no beards. The limbs, in all 
of them, are fmall in proportion to the other parts; be- 
fides they are crooked and ill-formed, having projccl- 
ing ancles, and large feet, awkwardly fliaped. I'heir 
colour could never be determined pofitively, as their 
bodies were incruRed with paint and dirt. The women 
are nearly of the fame fize with the men, from whom it 
is not eafy to diflinguifli them, as they poRefs no na¬ 
tural delicacies fufficient to render their perfons agree¬ 
able. A certain famenefs charadterizes both foxes; 
dulncfs, and want of expreffion, being vifibly pour- 
trayed in every vifage. In common, their drefs is a 
flaxen kind of mantle, ornamented with a narrow Rripe 
of fur on the upper edge, and fringes at the low’er one. 
Palling under the left ann, it is tied by taflcls over the 
right Rioulder. Sometimes they faflen the mantle round 
the waiR with a girdle of coarfc matting; over whicli is 
worn a fmall cloak of the fame fubflance, fringed at the 
bottom, and reaching to the waiR. They w ear a cap, 
in fhape of a flower-pot, made of very fine matting, 
ornamented with a bunch of leathern talfels, and having 
a firing pafling under the chin, to prevent its blowing 
off. Belides the above drefs, w hich is common to both 
fexes, the men throw frequently over their ocher gar¬ 
ments the fkin of a bear, wolf, or fea-otter, w ith the 
hair outward, and tie it as a cloak, near the upper part, 
wearing it fometimes before, and fometimes behind. 
Was this drefs kept clean, it would by no means be in¬ 
elegant; but as they are continually rubbing their bo¬ 
dies over with a red paint, mixed with oil, their gar¬ 
ments become greafy, and contrad: a rancid offenfive 
fmell. The appearance, indeed, of thefe people is both 
wretched and filthy, and their heads and garments 
fwarm with lice. So loR are they to every idea of clean- 
linefs, that w'e frequently faw them pick off thefe vermin, 
and eat them with the greateR compofure. Their faces 
are ornamented with a variety of colours; a black, a 
brighter red, or a white colour: the laR of thefe gives 
them a ghaRly appearance. Over the paint they Rrew 
the brown martial mica, which caufes it to glitter. Many 
of their ears are perforated in the lobe, where they make 
a large hole, and two fmaller ones higher up on the 
outer edge. In thefe holes are hung bits of bone, quills 
faRened upon a leathern thong, fhells, bunches of talfels, 
or thin pieces of copper. In fome, the feptum of the 
nofe is alfo perforated, and a piece of cord drawm through 
it. Others wear, at the fame place, pieces of copper, 
brafs, or iron, fhaped fomewhat like a horfe-flioe, the 
narrow opening receiving the feptum, fo that it may be 
pinched gently by the two points, and thus the orna¬ 
ment hangs over the upper lip. Their bracelets, w hich 
they w'ear about their wriRs, are bunches of white bugle 
beads, or-thongs with talfels, or a black, broad, horny, 
Ihining fubRance. Rdund their ancles they w’ear fre¬ 
quently leathern thongs, or the finews of animals cu- 
rioufly twdRed. Belides thefe, their ordinary drellcs, 
they have fome that are ufed only when going forth to 
war, and exhibiting themfelves to Rrangers in ceremo¬ 
nial vifits. Among thefe are the Ikins of bears or wolves, 
tied on like their other garments, but edged with broad 
borders of fur, ornamented ingenioufly with various 

figures. 
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figures. I'hcy are Wi)rn feparatcly, or over their com¬ 
mon cloaching. The moft ufiial head-drefs, on thefe 
occafions, is a quantity of withe, wrapped about the 
head, with large feathers, particularly thofe of eagles 
iluck in it, or entirely covered with fmall white feathers. 
At the fame time the face is variouHy painted, the upper 
and lower parts being of oppofitc colours, and the 
ftrokes having the appearance of large gaflies; or it is 
befmeared with a kind of fat or tallow, mixed with 
paint, formed into a great variety of figures, fomewhat 
like carved work. I'he hair, fometimes, is feparated 
into fmall parcels, and tied, at intervals, with thread: 
others tie it behind, after the Englifii fafliion. Thus 
equipped, they have a truly favage and ridiculous ap¬ 
pearance, which is much heightened when they afllime 
their monftrous decorations. Thefe confifi: of a great 
variety of wooden mafks, applied to the face, fore¬ 
head, or Upper part of the head. Some of the vifors 
rcfemblc human faces, having hair, beards, and eye¬ 
brows; other.*: reprefent the heads of birds, and various 
animals, fuch as deer, porpoifes, wolves, &c. Such 
kind of reprefentations exceed gertcrally the natural 
fize, and they are frequently ftrewed with pieces of the 
mica, which makes them glitter, and augments their 
deformity. In thefe imaginary decorations, they fome¬ 
times run into greater excefs, and fix large pieces of 
carved work upon the head, projeding to a confidera- 
blc diftance, and refembling the prow of a canoe. 
Whether thefe extravagant mafquerade ornaments are 
ufed on any religious occafion, or in any kind of diver- 
fion, or w hether they arc intended to intimidate by their 
monftrous appearance, or as decoys when hunting ani¬ 
mals, IS uncertain. One of the drefles feems peculiarly 
adapted to war: It is a thick tanned leathern mantle, 
double, and appears to be the fkin of an elk, or buffalo. 
This is faftened on in the ordinary manner, and is fo 
contrived as to cover the breaft quite up to the throat; 
part of it, at the fame time, falling down to their heels. 
This garment is curioufly painted, and is ftrong cnougl\, 
as wc underftood from them, to refift even fpcars; fo 
that it may be confidcred as their complcteft defenfive 
armour. Though we cannot view thefe people without 
a kind of horror, when they are thus ftrangely appa¬ 
relled, yet when divefted of thefe extravagant drefles, 
and beheld in their common habit, they feem to be of 
a quiet, phlegmatic difpolition; though deficient in 
vivacity, to render themfclves agreeable in fociety. 
They are rather referved than loquacious; .but their 
gravity feems conftitutional, and not the rcfult of any 
particular mode of education: for the orations made by 
them on public occafions, arc little more than fliort 
fentcnces, or only fingle words, forcibly repeated in 
one tone of voice, accompanied with a fingle gefture at 
every fentence. From their offering human fkulls and 
bones to falc, there is not the Icaft rcafon to doubt of 
their treating their enemies with a favage cruelty; but, 
-as this circumftancc rather marks a general agreement 
of ^haradler among almoft every uncivilized tribe, in 
every age and country, they arc not to be reproached 
with any charge of peculiar inhumanity. We had not 
any reafon to judge unfavourably of their difpofition in 
this refpccl: they appear to be docile, courteous, and 
good-natured; but, notwithftanding their phlegmatic 
temper, they are quick in refenting injuries; yet, like 
all paflionate people, they forget them quickly. It muft 
be admitted, that they are not w'holly wnfufceptible of 
the tender paflions, which is evident from their being 
♦bnd of muiic, and that too of the pathetic kind. 

Their fongs are generally flow and folemn. Sonnets 
were fung by fingle performers, keeping time by ftrik- 
ing the hand againft the thigh. A rattle, and a fmall 
whiftle, arc the only inftruments of mufic which w-e faw 
among them. The rattle is ufed when they ling; but 
upon what occafions the whiftle is employed, wc know' 
not, unlcfs it be when they afllime the figures of parti¬ 
cular animals, and endeavour to imitate chdr howl or 
cry. Wc once faw one of thefe people drefled in tlie 
fkin of a wolf> with the head covering his own, ftriving 
to imitate that animal, by making a fqueaking noife 
with a whiftle he had in his mouth. The fatties are ge- 
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ncrally in the Oinpe of a bird, with fmall n, kKi 
belly, and the tail is the handle. We obfen/^” 
fort, which refenihles a child's rattle. '““’’Whet 

In trafficking with us, fome of them difpljvM iv 
pohtion to knavery: taking away our 
making any return. But the inftanccs of this were « 
and w'C had abundant rcafon to approve thp iny 
their condud. However, theireagWnefs t„ S!'‘^“f 

bi afs, or any kind of metal w as fo great, thatwhenta 

opportunity prelented itfclf few of them could rJn 
the temptation to fteal it. 'fhe inhabitants of the $00^ 
Tea iOands in their petty larcenies were aduated b - 
childilh difpofition, rather than a thievilh one 
novelty of the objccl: excited their curiolity, and was a 
fuflicient inducement for them to get poMonof iib 
any means: but the natives of Nootka, who made free 
with our property, are entitled to no fuch apology. The 
appellation of thieves is certainly applicable tq thnn. 
for they well knew that what they pilfered from us would 
be fubfervienc to the private purpofes of utility; and it 
was fortunate for us, that metals were the only’articles 
upon which they fet any value; but thefts are verv 
common among themfelyes, producing continually 
quarrels, of which we faw feveral inftanecs. ^ 

The two villages we vifited are probably the only in. 
habited parts of the found. The number of inhabit¬ 
ants may be computed from the canoes that vilited our 
fhips the fccond day after our arrival. They confided 
of about a hundred, which upon an average, con¬ 
tained, at Icaft, five perfons each; but as there were 
very few women, children,or young men among them, 
W'C may reafonably fiippofc, that the number ol fouls in 
the two villages, could not be Icfs than four times the 
number of our vifitors, being in the whole twothou- 
fand. The village, fituated at the entrance of the 
found, ftands on the fide of a pretty ftcep afeent, ex¬ 
tending from thebraCh to the wood. There arc holes, 
or windows, in the fides of the houfes to lookout at, 
having bits of mats hung before them, to prevent the 
rain getting in. Their houfes, in the infide, may, with 
propriety, be compared to a long Englifli liable with a 
double range of flails, and a board paflage in the mid¬ 
dle; for the different families are feparated only by a 
piece of plank. Clofe to the fidcs, in each of thefe 
parts, is a bench of boards, raifed five or fix fat 
higher than the reft of the floor, and covered with 
mats, whereon the family fit and fleep. Thefe benches 
are commonly fevenor eight feet long, and four or five 
broad. In the middle of the floor, between them, is 
the fire-place, w hich has neither hearth nor chimn^'. 
This part appeared common to them all. The nam- 
nefsand flench of their houfes are at leaft equal to the 
confufion within; for, as they dry their filh wthin 
doors, they alfo gut them there, which, with thcirbones 
and fragments, thrown down at meals, and the addition 
of ocher forts of filth, lie every where in heaps, an 
arc, it fiiould feem, never carried aw'ay, till they becom 
troublcfome, from their fize, to walk oyer them, p 
word, their houfes are as filthy as hog-ftics; every t i g 
in, and about them, ftinkingof fifti, train oil J 

Their furniture confifts chiefly of chefts and 

various fizes, piled upon each other, at 
ends of each houfc, wherein they depofit all t 
liiables, fuch as fkins, garments, malks, &c. * .J, ^ 
thefe boxes arc painted black, and ftudded 
teeth of animals, or rudely decorated wiin ig 
birds carved. To complete the fecnc of con u 1 
different parts of their habitations are hung up 
ments of fiftiing, and other articles. 
we may reckon their images, which ^bout 

than the trunks of large trees, ol the height ® ^ 

four feet, placed at the upper end of hamis 

with a human face carved on the front, ano 
and arms upon the fidcs. Thefe figures j’^ssp- 
painted, and make, upon the w'hole, a n ^ 
pcarancc. They are called generally ^ images* 

of curtain, made of mat, ufually hung 

which the natives were fometimes unwilhng ^ .^^jjjgj 

and when they did confent to unveil ^erj 

to exprefs tiwmfelvcs in a very inyftcrious 
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et they were held in no very extraordinary degree of 
eftimation, feeing, with a fmall quantity of brafs or 
iron, all the idols in the place might have been pur- 
chafed. Mr. Webber, when drawing a view of the 
infide of a houfe, wherein thofc figures were placed, 
was interrupted in his work by one of the inhabitants. 
Mr. Webber, thinking a bribe would have a proper 
elfA prefented to him a metal-button from his coat, 
which immediately operated as was intended: foon 
after he was again interrupted by the fame man, who 
held a mat before the figures: our gentleman therefore 
gave him another button, and was again fuliered to pro¬ 
ceed. The man then renewed his former tricks, till 
Mr. Webber had parted with every fingle button j after 
which he received not any farther molcfiation. 

As to the domeftic life of thefe people, the men feem 
to be chiefly employed in fifiling and killing animals, 
for the fuftenance of their families, few of them being 
engaged in any houfehold bulinefs; but the w omen were 
employed in manufadluring their garments; and in cur¬ 
ing fardines, which they alfo carry from the canoes to 
their houfes. They alfo go in fmall canoes, K) gather 
mufcles, and other fliell-filh. In the labour of the pad¬ 
dle they are as dextrous as the men, who Ihew them 
very little refpedor attention on this, or any other oc- 
cafion. But the young men are remarkably indolent, 
fitting generally about in fcattered companies, balking 
in the fun, or wallowing in the fand upon the beach, 
like fo many hogs, without any kind of covering. 
This difregard of decency was, however, confined folely 
to the males,- for the females w'cre always cloathed, and 
behaved with great propriety, meriting jufliy commen¬ 
dation for a modeft bafhfulnefs, fo becoming that fex. 
In the women of this place, it is the more meritorious, 
as the men have not the Icaft fenfe of lliame. Both 
fexes pafs much of their time in their canoes, efpeci- 
ally in thefummer; in which they eat, flcep, and fre¬ 
quently lie to balk themfelves in the fun ; for thefe pur- 
pofes they arc fufficiently fpacious, and are, in rainy 
weather, more comfortable habitations than their filthy 
houfes. 

'I'hough their food, firidly fpeaking, may be faid to 
confift of every thing animal or vegetable that they can 
procure, yet the quantity of the latter bears an exceed¬ 
ing fmall proportion to that of the former. Their 
greateft reliance for food is upon the fca, as afiording 
fifti, mufcles, fmaller fiiell-filh, and fea-animals. Among 
the fir ft arc herrings, fardines, tw'o fpecies of bream, 
and fome fmall cod. The herrings and fardines not 
only ferve to be eaten frefli in their fcafon, but to be 
dried and finoaked as ftores. The roes of thefe alfo, 
ftrewed upon the branches of the Canadian pine, or 
prepared upon a long fea grafs, aiford them another 
grand refource for food. They alfo eat the roe of fome 
other large fifli, that has a very rancid fmcll and tafte. 
The large mufcles arc found in great abundance in the 
found. After having roafted them in their fhells, they 
are ftuck upon long w'ooden fkewers, and taken oft as 
they are wanted to be eaten. They require no other 
preparation, though they arc fometimes dipped in oil, 
as fauce. The porpoife is a food more common among 
them, than that of any other animal in their fca; the 
flcfli and rind of which they cut into large pieces, dry 
them as they do herrings, and eat them without farther 
preparation. They alfo make a fort of broth from the 
porpoife, when frefli, in a very Angular manner. They 
put fome pieces of it into a wooden vefl'cl, containing 
a fuflicient quantity of water, into which they throw 
heated ftones. This operation is repeated till tnc con¬ 
tents are fuppofed to be ftewed enough. This is a 
common difli among them, and feems to be a ftrong 
hourifliingfood. They likewife feed probably upon 
whales, feals, and fea-otters, the fkins of the two latter 
being common among them, and they are furmfhed 
with implements of all forts for their deftru^lion, 
though perhaps they may not be able, at all feafbns, to 
catch them in great plenty. However, from thefe, and 
other fea-animals, they procure oil in great abundanc^ 
which they ufe, mixed with other food, as fauce ^nd 
often fip it alone with a kind of horn-fcoop. Their 
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frefli fkins, at this time, were very fcarce; as were the 
land animals j for we faw no ficfli belonging to the latter; 
and, chough their fkins were to be had in plenty, they 
might, perhaps, have been procured from other tribes. 
From thefe, and other circumftanccs, it plainly ap¬ 
peared to us, that thefe people are furniflicd with the 
principal part of their animal food by the fea; if we 
except a few gulls, and fome other birds, which they 
flioot with their arrows. Their only winter vegetables 
Teem to be the Canadian pine-branches, and fea-grafs; 
but, as thefpring advances, they ufe others as they come 
in feafon. The moft common of thefe were two forts 
of roots,of a mild fwectifli tafte, which are eaten raw; 
as is alfo a fmall, fweetifli root, about the thicknefs of 
farfaparilla. As the feafon advances, they have doubt- 
lefs many others which we did not fee: for, though 
there is not the Icaft appearance of cultivation among 
them, there arc plenty of elder, goofeberry, and cur¬ 
rant bulhes. One of the conditions, however, which 
they feem to require in all their food, is, that it fliould 
be of the lefs acrid kind; for they would not touch the 
leak or garlic, though they fold us great quantities of 
it, when they underftood it was what vve liked. 1 hey 
feemed not to rclifli any of our food, and rejcdled our 
fpirituous liquors as difgufting and unnatural. It is 
their ordinary pracIicG to roaft or broil their food; for 
they are abfolute ftrangers to our method of boiling, as 
appears from their manner of preparing porpoife broth; 
belides, as they have only wooden veflels, it is impofll- 
ble for them to perform fuch an operation. Their man¬ 
ner of eating correfponds with the iiaftinefs of their 
houfes and perfons; for the platters and troughs, out of 
which they cat their victuals, feem never to have been 
w'aflied flnee their original formation; the dirty remains 
of a former meal, being only fvvept away by a fucceed- 
ing one. Every thing folid and tough, they tear to 
pieces with their hands and teeth; for though their 
knives are employed in cutting oft* the larger portions, 
they have not yet endeavoured to reduce thefe to mouth¬ 
fuls by the fame means, though more cleanly and con¬ 
venient. But they do not polTefs even an idea of clean- 
linefs, and eat conftantly the roots which arc dug out 
of the ground, without attempting to ftiakc oft' the foil 
that adheres to them. Whether they have any fet time 
for their meals we never could find out, having feen them 
cat at all hours in their canoes. But having obferved 
feveral mefles of porpoife broth preparing about noon, 
when we went to the village, they may probably make a 
principal meal about that time. 

Thefe people have bows, and arrows, fpcars, flings, 
fliort truncheons made of bone, and a fmall pick-axc, 
fomewhat refembling the common American toma¬ 
hawk. Some of the arrows are pointed with iron, 
and others with indented bone: the fpear has ufually a 
long point made of bone. The tomahawk is a ftone of 
the length of feven or eight inches, one end terminat¬ 
ing in a point, and the other fixed in a wooden handle. 
This is intended to refemblc the head and neck of a hu¬ 
man figure; the ftone being fixed in the mouth fo as to 
reprefenc a tongue of a great magnitude. To heighten 
the rcfcmblance, human hair is alfo fixed to it. This 
weapon is called taaweefti; and they have another made 
of ftone, which they call feeaik, about ten or twelve 
inches long, having a fquare point. From the number of 
their weapons it may be reafonably concluded, that they 
engage frequently in clofc combat; and we had very 
difagrecablc proofs of their wars being both frequent 
and bloody, from the quantity of human Ikulls that 
w'cre offered to us for falc. 

With refpc6t to the defign and execution of their 
manufadures, and meclianic arts, they are more exten- 
five and ingenious than could pofTibly be expeded from 
the natural difpoiition of the T><^ople, and the little 
progrefs they have made in civilization- The flaxen and 
woollen garments engage their firft care, as being the 
moft material of thole that may be clawed under the 
bead of manufadurcs. The former are fabricated 
from the bark of the pine-tree, beat into a mafs refem- 
bling hemp. After having been prepared in a proper 
manner, it is fpread upon a ftick, faftened to two 
6 X others 
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others in an erect pofition. The manufacturer, who fits 
on her hams at this fimple machine, knots it acrofs, at 
thediftance of about half an inch from each other, 
with fmall plaited threads. Though it cannot, by this 
method, be rendered fo clofc and lirm as cloth that is 
\yovcn, it is fufficicnrly impervious to the air, and is 
likcwife foftcr and more pliable. Their woollen gar¬ 
ments have much the appearance of vvoven cloth; but 
the fuppofition of their being wrought in a loom is 
deflroycd, by the various figures that arc ingenioufly 
inferred in them; it being very improbable that thefe 
people fiiould be able to produce fuch a complex work, 
except immediately by their hands. They arc of dif¬ 
ferent qualities; fome rcfembling our coarfeft fort of 
blankets; and others not much inferior to our fineft 
fort, and certainly both foftcr and wanner. The wool 
of which they are manufadtured, feems to be procured 
from different animals, particularly the fox and brown 
lynx. That from the lynx is the fineff, and nearly re- 
fcmbles our coarfer wools in colour; but the hair, which 
alfo grows upon the animal, being intermixed with it, 
caufes the appearance to be fomewhat different when 
wrought. The ornamental figures in thefe garments 
are difpofed with great taflc, and are generally of a dif- 
fercntcolour, being ufually dyed either of a deep brown, 
or a yellow; the latter of which, when new, equals in 
brightnefs, the mofl: vivid in our befl: carpets. 

1 heir taftc for carving on all their wooden articles, 
correfponds with that of working figures upon their 
garments. Nothing is to be feen without a kind of 
freeze-work, or a reprefentation of fome animal upon 
it; but the moll common one is that of the human 
face. The general defign of thefe figures conveys a 
fufficient knowledge of the objedfs they are intended to 
reprefent; and in the execution of many of the mafks 
and heads, they prove themfclves to be ingenious fculp- 
tors. They preferve, with the greatefl: exadnefs, the 
general charadcr of their own faces, and finifh the more 
minute parts with great accuracy and neatnefs. That 
thefe people have a fondnefs for works of this fort is 
obfervablc in a variety of particulars. Reprefentations 
of human figures, birds, bealls, fifh, and models of houfe- 
hold utenfils, were found among them in a very great 
abundance. To their fkill in the imitative arts, we 
may add their drawing them in colours. The whole 
procefs of their whale-fifliery has been reprefented, in 
this manner, on the caps they wear. The execution 
was indeed rude, but hereby we were convinced, that, 
though they have not the knowledge of letters among 
them, they have a notion of reprefenting adions in a 
lading way, exclufive of recording them in their fongs 
and traditions. 

The ftrudure of their canoes is fimple, yet they arc 
well calculated for every ufcful purpofe. The larged 
fort, which in each one will contain upwards of twenty 
people, are formed of a Tingle tree. The length of 
many of them is 40 feet, the breadth 7, and the depth 
3. They become gradually narrow'cr from the middle 
towards the end, the ftern ending, perpendicularly, 
with a knob at the top. The fore-part llretches for¬ 
wards, and upwards, and ends in a point, or prow, much 
higher than the fides of the canoe, which are nearly 
draight. The greated part of them arc without any 
ornarnent; but fome have a little carving, and arc dudded 
with Teals teeth on the Turfacc. They have neither Teats, 
nor any other Tupporters,on the infidc, except Tome Tmall 
round dicks, about the Tize of a walking cane, placed 
acrofs, about half the depth of a canoe. They are very 
light, and, on account of their breadth and flatnefs, Twim 
firmly, without an out-rigger, of which they are all def- 
titute. Their paddles, which are fmall and light, re- 
Tcmblc a fmall leaf in fhape, being pointed at the bot¬ 
tom, broad in the middle, and gradually becoming nar¬ 
rower inthefiiaft; the w'hole length being above five 
feet. By condant praiftice, they have acquired great 
dexterity in the management of thefe paddles; but they 
never make uTe of any Tails. 

In their employment of fifiiing and hunting, their in- 
druments are ingenioufly contrived, and completely 
made. They confift of nets, hooks, lines, harpoons. 


gigs, and an inflrument rcfembling an oar -r, 
about ao feet in length, four or five inches iJu'« 
and ol the thicknels of half an inch tI " 

„1-- .u:.. i _ _/• r. 1 , • ^ edges foj 


and other 


about two thirds of its length, arc fet 'w 
teeth; the other third ferving for a han'^ 
indrument they drike herrings, fardim 

as come in fiiouls, which arc taken ciilv-r. 

the teeth. Their hooks, made of bone ind 
play no great ingenuity; but the harpoon, ufcdTlirif 
ing whales, and other fea animals, nianifX ■I'’'' 
contrivance. It confifts of a piece of Ln. T'*"' 
into barbs, in which the oval blade of a lnr.L 
foelUnd the point of the inftrument are S 
or three fathoms of rope is fattened- tonn.' j'" 
w hich the harpoon is fixed fo as to leave the iliaftfllf 

ftruck! “ 

As to their manner of catching land animaU 
killing them, we are drangers; but, it is probable thil- 
they dioot the fmaller forts with their arrows and 1 
counter bears, wolves, and foxes, with their fnea« 
Somenmes they decoy them, by covering thcmfciv« 
with thcirfkins, and running upon all fours, at which 
fport they are remarkable nimble. For the fame our 
pofes the mafks, or carved heads, as well as the dried 
heads of different animals, are ufed. 

Every particular of the rope kind, which they 
life in making their various articles, is formed either 
from thongs of fkins, and finews of animals, or from 
the flaxen fubdance, of which they manufijdmc their 
mantles. The finews were fometimes fo remarkably 
long, that it was hardly poffible they could have belonged 
to any other animal than the whale. The alMancc 
they receive from iron tools contributes to their dex¬ 
terity in w^ooden performances. Their implememsare 
almod wholly made of iron. One chifiel indeed wc 
faw made of bone. This confifls of a flat long piece, 
faftened into a wooden hand le. A done is their mailer, 
and a bit of fifh-fkin their polilher. Some of thefe 
chilTels were nine or ten inches in length, and three or 
four in breadth; but they were, in general, confidcrably 
fmaller. The chiffcl and the knife are the principal 
forms that iron affumes among them. Some of their 
knives arc very large, having crooked blades; the 
edge being on the back, or convex part. They are 
lharpened upon a coarfe date whetdonc, and kept con¬ 
tinually bright. What we faw among them, wereabout 
the breadth and thicknefs of an iron hoop; and their fm- 
gular form plainly proves, that they are not of Euro¬ 
pean make. Iron is called by the natives feekemailc, a 
name which they alfo give to tin, and other white me¬ 
tals. It being fo common among thefe people, we were 
anxious to difeover how it could be conveyed to them. 
On our arrival in the found, we perceived that they had 
a knowledge of traffic, and an inclination to purfuc it; 
and we were afterwards convinced, that they had not 
acquired this knowledge from a curfory interview with 
Grangers; but with whom they carried on this traffic wc 
could not learn; for though we faw fcveral articles of 
European manufadure, fuch as brafs and iron, yet it 
docs not follow, that they w'ere received from European 
nations. We could not obtain the Icafl: information 01 
their having feen (hips, like ours, before, nor of 
having been engaged in commerce with fuch civilized 
people. Many circumflanccs corroborate to prove 
this beyond doubt. On our arrival, they were earnelt 
in their enquiries, whether we meant to fettle among 
them, and whether we were friendly vifitors, informing 
us, at the fame time, that they gave us wood and 
from motives of fricndfliip. This proves 
that they confidered themfelvcs as 
place, and dreaded no fupNeriority: for it would a ^ 
been an unnatural enquiry, if any fiiips had j 

before, and had fupplied themfelvcs with 
water, and then departed; for they might ^ 4 

ably expedt that we (hould do the fame. R 01“^ 
mitced, indeed, that they exhibited no marks 0 
prize at beholding our (hips; but this may, witn g 

propriety, be attributed to their natural inaolcn 

temper, and their wanting a thirfl: of curioficy* 
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were never flartled at the report of a mufquet, till they, 
one day, (hewed us that their hide drefles were impene¬ 
trable to their fpears and arrows, when one of our peo¬ 
ple (hota mufquet ball through one of them that had 
been fix times folded. Their aftonifliment at this 
plainly indicated their ignorance of the ofibd of fire 
arms. This was afterwards very frequently confirmed, 
when we ufed to (hoot birds, at which they appeared 
greatly confounded. Our explanation of the piece, to¬ 
gether with the nature of its operation, with the aid of 
fhot and ball, (fruck them fo forcibly, as to convince 
us of their having no previous ideas on this matter. 
Though fome account of a voyage to this coafi:, by the 
Spaniards, in 1774, ^ 11 S> arrived in England 

before we failed, the circumftances jufi: mentioned, 
prove, that thefe (hips had never been at Nootka. It 
is alfo evident, that iron could not have been in fo many 
hands, nor would the ufeof it have been fo well known, 
if they had fo lately obtained the firft knowledge of it. 
From their general ufe of this metal, it probably comes 
from fome conftantfource, in the way of traffic, and they 
have perhaps been longfupplied with it; for they ufe their 
tools with as much dexterity as the longeft practice can 
acquire. The moft natural conjedture, therefore, is, 
that they trade for their iron with other Indian tribes, 
who may have fome communication with European 
fettlcmcnts upon that continent, or receive it through 
feveral intermediate nations. By the fame means they 
probably obtain their brafs and copper. Not only the 
rude materials, but fome manufadfured articles feem to 
have found their way hither. The brafs ornaments for 
nofes arc made info mafferly a manner, that the Indians 
cannot be fuppofed capable of fabricating them. We 
are certain, that the materials are European, as all the 
American tribes are ignorant of the method of making 
brafs; but copper has been frequently met with, and, 
from its dudilitv, might be eafily fafiiioned into any 
(hape, and polilhed. If fuch articles are not ufed by 
our traders to Hudfon’s Bay and Canada, in their traffic 
w'ith the natives, they mufl: have been introduced at 
Nootka from Mexico; whence, it is probable, the two 
filver table fpoons were originally derived. 

With refpecl to the religious and political inftitutions 
cftabliflicd among thefe people, we cannot be fuppofed 
to have acquired much knowledge. However, we dif- 
covered, that there were fuch men as chiefs, diftinguidled 
by the title of Aeweek, to whom the others are, in fome 
degree, fubordinate. But the authority of each of thefe 
great men, feems to extend no farther than to his own 
family, who acknowledge him as their head. Nothing 
thatwe faw could give us an infight into their notions 
of religion, except the figures already mentioned, called 
klumma. Thefe, perhaps, were idols; but as the word 
aeweek was frequently mentioned when they fpoke of 
them, \vc fuppofe they may be the images of fome of 
their anceftors, whofe memories they venerate. This 
however is all eonjeifliirc; for \\c could receive no in¬ 
formation concerning them, as we knew little more of 
their language than to enable us to a(k the names of 
things, and being incapable of holding any converfation 
with the natives relative to their traditions, or their re¬ 
ligious inftitutions. The word wakalh was frequently 
in their mouths. It feemed to exprefs approbation, ap- 
plaufc and friend fiiip. Whenever they appeared to be 
pleafed or fatisfied,they would callout wakalh! wakafhl 
It is worthy of remark, that as thefe people differ from 
the natives of theiflands in the Pacific Ocean, in their 
perfons, euftoms, and language, we cannot fuppofe 
their refpeclive progenitors to have belonged to the fame 
tribe, when they emigrated into thofe places where we 
•ow find their defeendents. 

Their language is, by no means, harfh or difagrec- 
^ble, farther than their pronouncing the k and h with a 
ftronger afpiration, or more force than wc do. They 
have one found, which is very frequent, and not ufed by 
It is formed in a particular manner by clafhing 
the tongue partly againft the roof of the mouth. It is 
difficult’ to reprefent this found by any compofition of 
our letters, unlefs fromlfzthl; which is generally ufed 

^ termination. The next is compofed of tl; and 


many words end with z and (s. A fpecimen or tw’o of 
each of thefe is here put down. 

Opulfzthl - - ’The Sun 

Onulfzchl - - - The Moon 

Kahlhcctl - - - Dead 

Teefhcheetl - To throw a done 
Koomitz - - - ^ human Jkull 

Quahmifs - - - - Fiflj roe 

Numerals. 


Tfaw^ack - - - One 

Akkla - - - ^ Two 

Katfitfa - - - - Three 

Mo, or Moo - - Four 

Sochah - - - - Five 

Nofpo - - - - Six 

Atfiepoo - - - Seven 

Atlaquolthl - - - FAgbt 

Tfawaquulthl - - Ftine 

Haceoo - - - - Ten 


With refpedt to the compofition of their language 
w’c can fay very little, having been fcarcely able to dif- 
tinguifti the fcvcral parts of fpeech. We can only in¬ 
fer from their manner of fpeaking, which is very (low 
and diftini^:, that it has very few prcpoftcions or con- 
jundtions; and, as far as we could difeover, is deftitute 
of even a (ingle intcijedion, to exprefs admiration or 
furprize. From having few conjundlions, it may be 
conceived, that each (ingle word, with them, w ill com¬ 
prehend a great number of (ingle ideas; which feems 
to be the cafe; but, for the fame reafon, the language 
w'ill bedefedlive in other rcfpedls, not having words to 
diftinguifh or exprefs differences which really cxift; 
and hence not fufficiently copious. This was obferved 
to be the cafe, in many inftances, particulaily with re- 
fpedi: to the names of animals. Tne relation or affinity 
it may bear to other languages, either on this, or the 
Aftatic continent! we have not been able fufficiently to 
trace, for want of proper fpecimens to compare it with, 
except thofe of the Efquimaux, and Indians about 
Hudfon's Bay; to neither of w'hich it has the Icaft rc- 
femblancc. On the other hand, from the few' Mexican 
words we have been able to procure, there is the moft 
obvious agreement in the terminations of words. 

In Nootka Sound it is high water, in the days of the 
new and full moon, at twenty minutes after twelve: 
the perpendicular rife and fall being eight feet, nine 
inches; which is to be underftood of the day tides, and 
thofe which happen two or three days after the full and 
new moon. The night tides, at this time, rife near two 
feet higher. Some circumftances that occurred daily, 
relating to this, deferve particular notice. In the cove 
w here we got wood and water, w'as a great deal of drift¬ 
wood caft afiiore, a part of which w e had to remove, 
to come at the water. Now it frequently happened, 
that large pieces of trees, that we had removed in day, 
out of the reach of the then high water, were found by 
us floated again in our way the next morning; and all 
our (pouts for conveying water, thrown out of their 
places, which were immoveable during the day-tides. 
We found likewife wood, which we had fplit up for 
fuel, and had placed beyond the reach of the day-tide, 
floated away during the night. Some of thefe circum- 
flanccs occurred every night and morning, for three or 
four days in the height of the fpring tides. To render 
our account of the tranfactions in Nootka Sound com¬ 
plete we muft add, that by a variety of aftronomical 
and nautical obfervations, we found its latitude to be 
49 deg. 36 min. 6 fee. North, and its longitude 233 deg. 
17 min. 14 fee. Eaft. 

It has been already related, that we put to Tea on the 
26th of April, in the evening, with manifeft indica¬ 
tions of an approaching ftorm; and by thefe figns we 
were not deceived, for w'e had fcarce failed out of the 
Sound, when the wind ftiifced from N. E. to S. E. by 
E. and blew a ftrong gale, w ith I'qualls and rain, the 
(ky being, at the fame time, uncommonly black. Ap¬ 
prehend vc of the wind’s veering more to the South, 
which would expofe us to the danger of a lec-ftiore, we 

got 
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got the tacks on board, and made all the fail we could 
to the S. W. it fortunately happened, that the wind 
veered no farther towards the S. and S. E. fo that 
early the next morning we were entirely cleal* of the 
coaff. The DifCovery being at fome diftance aftern, 
we brought to till (he came up, and then both vcflcls 
Iteered a north-wcftcrly courfe. Eetweert one and two 
o'clock P. M. there was a perfect hurricartc, infoniuch 
rhat out commodore thought it exceeding dangerous to 
run any longer before it; we therefore, agreeable to his 
order, brought the fliips to, with their heads to the 
fouth. In this fituation our fhip, theRefolution, fprung 
a leak in her ftarboard quarter, which at fiifl alarmed 
Us greatly; but after the water was bated out, which 
kept us employed till midnight, we kept it under by 
means of the pump. In the evening, the wind having 
jilted to the fouthward, its fury in fome meafure 
abatetl; upon w'hich we llretchcd to the weft: but about 
eleven, the gale again increafed, and continued till five 
the next morning, when the ftorm feemed to have fpent 
its force, and became moderate. The wxather now 


—. D '‘r* Lu ue levcral leacm 

us, and fteered more to the north Ar ^found 

N. W by N. with a frdh gale and fair wcaZr^^a"* 
towards the evening, the wind again blr^u. i i 
fqualls and rain. With this weatter we 
fame courfe till the 30th, when we fteered 
intending to make the land. Captain Cook ■ * 
that we could not do it fooner, as we were no 
the Ipot where the pretended ftrait of Admiral'nfp 
has been placed by geographers. Though 
gave no credit to luch vague and improbable ftorif 7 
was dcfirous of keeping the coaft of America ,7’j 
that this point might be cleared up beyond difpu^ 
at the fame time he conftdercd. that itwould'hT,: 
been .very imprudent to have engaged with the 
while the weather was fo tempeftuou^ or to have ua 
the advantage of a fair wind, by waiting for Icfs (>77 

weather. This day, at noon, by obfervation, we found 
our latitude to be 53 deg. 22 min. north, and ourlo7 
gitudc 225 deg. 14 min. eaft. 


Chap. xi. 

. rniref$ of the Refohtion and Difeovery along the mrlh-mj! coajl of America—They anchor near Cape Hinchinlml— 
Bebaviour of the native s^Progrefi up the Sound, and departure from thence-—Montague ijland—^lnhahitdnts of Prime 
IVdlianis Sound deferilped—The Pevo Jhips proceed along the coaft—Several capes named—Cook's river difeovered— iJeu- 
tenant King takes pojjeftion of the country—His reception by the natives—Departure of the Jhips from Cook's river—Pejs 
St . Hermogenes, dtid Jeveral Capes and iftands—ConjeSlures concerning a I^uffian letter brought on board the Di/covery— 
A providential cfcape—the Jhips arrive at Oondlajhka—Dtfcripiiqn of the harbour of Samganoodha—Proferntm of ibe 
voyage to the north—Mr. IVilliamfon lands at Cape Newenbam—His report—Briftol Eay—Extent'ofit—The JhipsMrd 
to return by reefon of the Jhoals—Point Upright—Death and charaBer of Mr. Anderfon. 


O N Friday the ift of May, not feeing land, we 
fteered to the N. E. having a frcfti breeze at 
S. S. E. attended with fqualls, fliowers of hail and rain. 
; About feven o’clock, P. M. we deferied land, diftant 
twelve leagues. At four o’clock the next morning the 
coaft was leen from S. E. to N. by W. the neareft part 
diftant live leagues. At the fame time, the northern 
point of an inlet, or at leaft what appeared to be one, 
bore E. by. S. from whence to the northward, along the 
coaft, there feemed to be many bays and harbours. At 
fix, approaching nearer to the land, wc purfued the 
diredbion of it, fteering N. W. by N. and between eleven 
and twelve we pafted a clufter of fmall ifles, lituated 
near the continent, to the northward of the fouthern 
point of an cxtcnfive bay. An arm of this bay feemed 
to reach towards the north, behind a round lofty moun¬ 
tain, that ftands between it and the fea. To this emi¬ 
nence Captain Cook gave the name of Mount Edge- 
cumbc; and the point of land projeding from it, was 
called Cape Edgecumbe, The Cape lies in latitude 
57 deg. 3 min. N. and in long. 224 deg. E. The land, 
except what is contiguous to the fea, is of confiderablc 
height, abounding with hills. Mount Edgecumbe, 
which far out-tops all the reft, was entirely covered 
with fnowj as were alfo the other elevated hills; but 
the lower ones, and the fpots rifing near the fea, wxre 
covered with wood. Purfuing our courfc to the north¬ 
ward, we found the coaft to trend to the N. and N. E. 
for lix or feven leagues, and there formed a fpacious 
bay. Some ifiand being in the entrance of it, we gave 
1: rhe name of the Iby of Ifljinds. 

On Sunday the third, at half an houfpaft four, P. M. 
Mount Edgecumbe bore fouth 54 deg. E. a large inlet, 
N. 50 deg. E. and tlie moft advanced point of land to- 
waips the N. W. lying under a very lofty mountain, 
which was called Mount Fair-Weather, bore N. 32. deg. 
weft. The inlet was named Crofs Sound> it being firft 
oblerved on the day fo marked in our calendar. An 
caftern promontory' forms the fouth-eaftern point of this 
Sound; this we diftinguifhed by the name of Crofs- 
Cape. Under the abovc-rtrientioned peaked mountain 
is a point, which wa.s named Cape Fair-Weather. At 
noon, this cape was diftai>t thirteen leagues. Having 

2 


for feveral days light breezes, wx fteered S. W. and 
W. S. W. till the morning of the fourth, when wc 
tacked, and ftood towards the ftiore. Ar noon Mount 
Fair-Weathel* bore north, 63 deg. E. This mount is 
the higheft of a chain or ridge of mountains, that rife 
at the north-weftern entrance of Crofs Sound, and ex¬ 
tend towards the N. W. parallel with the coaft. They 
are covered with fnow, from the higheft fummitdown 
to the fca-coaft, except in a few places, where we could 
difeern trees that feemed to rife, as it were from the 
fea. About five o’clock, P. M. the top of a high 
mountain appeared above the horizon, bearing K 
26 deg. W. forty leagues diftant. This w'c fuppoicd to 
be the mount Elias of Commodore Beeririg. In the 
courfe of the day wc obferved a brownifh duck, with a 
dark indigo head and neck; likewife feveral whales, 
porpoifes, feals, &c. Having light winds, with occa- 
iional calms, we made but little way. On Wednefday 
the 6th, the neareft land being diftant eight leagues, wc 
perceived, in a north-cafterly direction, the appearance 
of a bay, and an ifiand, by its fouthern point, covered 
with wood. This is probably the place where Bcen^ 
anchored: Captain Cook, therefore, in honour 
firft difeoverer, named it Bcering’s bay; foiKhwardoi 
which the ridge of mountains is interrupted by ^ 
of feveral leagues in extent, beyond which the fight vas 
unbounded. On the feventh, at noon, we were live 
leagues from the fhorc; from wdiich ftacion weoblerse 
a bay under the high land, with low woodland on eac 
fide of it. We now perceived, that the coaft tren 
confidcrably to the weft. On the ninth, at noo 1 
Mount Elias bore N. 30 deg. E. diftant 19 
This ftands twelve leagues inland, lat. 60 deg. 27 mi • 
N. long. 219 deg. E. 

Sunday, the 10th, we obferved in lat. 59 ^ 
ct min. and in long. 21c deg. 56 being on y 
leagues diftant from the coaft of the continent, '' 
extended from E. half N. toN. W. half W. as lar 
eye could reach. To the weftward of the 
rsdion we faw an ifiand, diftant fix leagues. 
which the Commodore named Cape Suckling» 
towards the north-caftern end of the ifiand. 
this cape ftands a hill of confiderablc height# 
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from the fecond ranjre of mountains by low land; lb 
that the cape, at a diftancc, has the appearance of an 
illand. A bay is feated on the north fide of Cape 
Suckling, feeminglyextenfive, and flickered from mod 
winds. Before night, we had approached near enough 
the cape to fee fome low land projecting from it to the 
W. we allb obferved fome fmall iflands in the bay, 
and feveral elevated rocks between the cape and the 
north-eaflern extremity of the ifland. Early the next 
morning the wind fliittcd from N. E. to N. which being 
againfl: us, the Commodore rclinquiflicd his dcflgn of 
going into the bay, and bore up for the>vcft end of the 
illand. Having a calm about ten o’clock, we embarked 
in a boat, and landed on the ifland, with a view of fee¬ 
ing what lay on the other lidc; but finding the hills to 
/be at a greater diftance than was expeded, we laid afidc 
that intention. On a fmall eminence near the fliore, 
the captain left, at the foot of a tree, a bottle contain¬ 
ing a paper, on which the names of our (hips, and the 
dace of our difeovery were deferibed : he inclofcd alfo 
two lilver twopenny pieces of Englifli coin, which, with 
many others, had been furniflied him by Dr. Kaye, now 
dean of Lincoln; and in teflrimony of his eflccni for 
that gentleman. Captain Cook called the ifland Kaye’s 
Ifland. It docs not exceed 36 miles in length, and its 
breadth is not above four miles in any part. The S. W. 
point is a naked rock, elevated confldcrably. Its lat. is 
^9 deg. 49 min. north, long. 216 deg. 58 min. caft. 
Towards the fca, the ifland terminates in bare floping 
clilL, with a beach confifling of large pebbles, inter¬ 
mixed in Ibnic places with a clayey land. Sonic parts 
of the flmrc are interrupted by final! valleys and gullies, 
in each of which a risulct or torrent ruflies dov/n with a 
conflderable degree of impetuofitv; lading perhaps no 
longer than the whole of the flow is dilfolvcd. I’he 
valleys arc filed with pine-trees; and thefe, indeed, 
abound in other parts of the ifland, which is covered as 
it were with a broad girdle of wood. The trees, how¬ 
ever, arc far from being of an extraordinary growth : 
on which account, they would be of no great fervice for 
fliipping, except as materials for making top-gallant- 
malts, and ocher fmall things. Neither Canadian, nor 
Cyprefs pines, are to be feen among them, but wc faw 
feme currant, and hawberry bullies, a yellow flowered 
violet, and the leaves of other plants not yet in flower. 

A crow was feen flying about the wood: two or three 
white-headed eagles, like thofe of Nootka, were alfo 
obferved ; bcfldcs another fpccies, equally large, which 
has a white breall. In our paffage from the fhip to the 
fliorc, we faw a number of fowls fitting on the w ater, 
or flying about; the principal of which were gulls, 
biirrcs, fliags, ducks, or large petrels, divers, and 
quebrancahuefles. There was allb a fugle bird flying 
about, apparently of the gull kind, whole colour was a 
fnowy white, with fome black along part of the upper 
fides of its wings. Wc faw one fox near a wood; alfo 
two or three fmall feals were feen on the fliore; but not 
any traces of inhabitants could be found. 

In the afternoon Captain Cook, with thofe who ac¬ 
companied him, returned on board; after which wc 
fee fail, and, with a light breeze from the cafl, we 
fleered for the fouth-wclVflde of. the ifland, w hich wc 
got round by eight o’clock in the evening; wc flood for 
the vveflernmoft land, now in fight. At the north-call 
end of Kaye’s Ifland Hands another, extending N. W. 
and S. E. about nine miles, to within the fame diftance , 
ol the north-weftern boundary, to which the name of 
Comptroller’s Bay was given. The next morning, be¬ 
ing Tuefday the 12th, Kaye’s Ifland was fliil in light, 
bearing E. by S. At noon, when in lat. 61 deg. 17 min. 
the eaftern point of a fpacious inlet bore wefl-north- 
'^efl, three leagues diflant. bVom Comptroller’s Bay 
to this point, which the Commoddre named Cape 
Hinchinbrook, the dircdlion of the coafl is- nearly E. 
and W, Beyond this it appeared to incline towards , 
the (outh; a diredlion very diifcreiu from chat marked ; 
^nt in the modcjtn charts, founded on the late difcovc- 
ries of ^hc Ruffians; infomuch, that we had fome 
fcafon to expecl, that wc Ihould find, through the 
inlet before qs^ a palfagc to thcN. «'ind that the bind to 
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the Vv. and S. W. was a group or iilamis. Vv c hud no 
fooncr reached the inlet, than the weather became ex¬ 
ceeding foggy; it was therefore thought necclfary chat 
the fliips Ihould be fccurcd during the continuance of 
the fog. With this view we hauled clofc under Cape 
Hinchinbrook, and caft anchor in eight fathomswater, 
at the diftance of about two furlongs from the fliore- 
Soon after thclxiats were hoifled out, fome to fifli, and 
others to found. At intervals, the fog cleared away, 
and gave us a profpecl of the neighbouring land. The 
cape was one league diflant; the weflern point of the 
inlet five leagues; and the land on that lide extended 
to W. by N. Between this point and N. W. by W. w-e 
could difcGrn no land. The moll wcllcrly pioint wc 
had in view on the north fliore, was at the diltancc of 
two leagues. Betwixt this point, and the fliorc under 
which our fliips now lay at anchor, is a bay about three 
leagues deep, on the fouth-eaflern lide of which arc 
feveral coves; and in the middle arc placed fome rocky 
iflands. To thefe Mr. Gore wa^ difpatclicd in a boat, 
in order to flioot fome birds. He had fcarccly reached 
them, when about twenty natives appeared in two large 
canoes; upon w hich he. returned to the Ihip, and they 
followed him. They were unw illing, however, to ven¬ 
ture along-lide, but kept at a little diflance, Ihouting 
aloud, and ciafping and extending their arms alter¬ 
nately. I'hcy then began a fong, much after the manner 
of King George’s, or Nootka Sound. Their heads were 
flrewed with feathers, and one of them held out a white 
garment, which wc fuppofed was intended as a token 
of friendlhip; while another, for near a quarter of an 
hour, flood up in the canoe, entirely naked, with his 
arms extended like a crofs, and motionlefs. Their 
canoes were conflruitcd upon a dillcrent plan from thofe 
of Nootka. The frame confifled of different laths, and 
the outflde was formed of the ikins of feals, or other 
animals of a limilar kind. Though fome of our people 
repeated the moll common words of the language of 
Nootka, they did not appear to underftand them. 
After they had received fome prefentsthat were thrown 
to them, they retired tow'ards the Ihore, intimating by 
figns, that they would pay us another vifit the next 
morning. Two of them came off to us in the night, 
each in a fmall canoe, hoping, perhaps, they nflght 
have an opportunity of pilfering; for they went away as 
foon' as they perceived themlcivcs difeovered. The 
wind, during the night, blew hard in fqualls, whth rain, 
and thick hazy weather. 

On Wednefday the 13th, at ten o’clock, A. M. the 
vviml becoming more moderate, we got up our anchors, 
and made fail, in order to fcarch for fome convenient 
place where wc might Hop the leak, as our prefent 
ihuation w'as too much expofed for that purpofe. We: 
at firll intended to have gone up the bay before which 
our fliips had anchored; but, by the clenrncfs of the 
w'eathcr, we were afterwards induced to fleer tow'ards 
the north, further up the great inlet. Having palfed 
the N. W. point of the above-mentioned bay, wc found 
that the coafl, on that lidc, inclined to the caflward: 
we did not follow it, but proceeded on our courfc to 
the northward, for a point of land which w'e obferved 
in that dircdlion. In the afternoon, before two o’clock, 
the foul weather returned, with fo thick a fog, that we 
could difeern no other land but the point jufl mentioned, 
off which W'e arrived between four and five o’clock, and 
found it to be a little ifland, licuate at the diftance of 
about two miles from the neighbouring coafl, being a 
point of land on the eaftern fide of which w'e difeovered 
an excellent bay, or rather harbour: to this wc plied 
up, while the wind blew in very hard fqualls, accom¬ 
panied with rain. In palling the illand, we found a 
muddy bottom, at the depth of twenry-lix fathoms. 
At length, about eight o’clock, we were obliged, by 
the violence of the Iqualls, to call anchor in. thirteen 
fathoms w'aicr, before we had proceeded fo far into the 
bay as the Commodore intended; but wc thoughc 
ourfeives fortunate enough in having the Ihips already 
fecured, for the night was exceeding cempefluous. Bur, 
notwithflandingcht* weather was fo turbulent, the natives 
were not detened from paying us a vilu. Three of 
6 y diem. 
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them came off in two canoes: two of them in one, and 
one in the other, being the number that each canoe 
could carry; for they were condrin5tcd nearly in the 
fame manner with rhofe of the Efquimaux, except that 
in one of them were two holes for two perfons to (it in, 
and in the other but one. The men had each a ffick, 
about three feet long, with the large feathers, or wings 
of birds, faffened to it, which they probably held up 
to us as tokens of peace. 'I hc trcatiiKiu thefe three 
received, iitdiiced many others to vifit us, between one 
and two o’clock the following morning, in both great 
and fmall canoes. Some of them ventured on board 
the Rcfolution, though not before fomc of our people 
had ifepped into their boars. Among thofe who came 
on board, was a middle-aged man, who, as we after- 
A^^rds found, was a chief. H^is drefs was made of the 
flciii of the fea-otter. and he had on his head fuch a 
cap as is worn by the inhabitants of Nootka, chibcl- 
1 idled with (ky-blue glafs beads. Any kind of beads 
feemed to be ill high eftimation among thefe people, 
who readily gave in exchange for them whatever they 
had, even their fine fea-otter (kins. 'I'hcy coveted par¬ 
ticularly iron, but abfolutcly rcjciffed fmall bit.s, and 
required pieces nine or ten inches long at Icaff, and 
three or four fingers broad. But they obtained little of 
this commodity from us, as by this rime it was become 
rather fcarcc. 'I’hc points of fome of their fpcars were 
of this metal; others were of copper, and a few were 
bone; of which laft the points of their arrows, darts. 
See. were formed. The chief could not be prevailed 
upon to venture below the upper deck, nor did he and 
his com[)anioiis continue long aboard. While they 
(laid with us, it was necelfary to watch them narrowly, 
as they loon manifefted an inclination for thieving. At 
length, when they had been three or four hours along- 
lide the Rcfolution, they all quitted her, and repaired 
to the Difeovery, which (hip none of them had before 
been aboard of, except one man, who came from her 
at this very time, and immediately returned to her, in 
company w'ith the others. As loon as they had de¬ 
parted from our Hiip, Captain Cook difpatchcd a boat 
to found the head of the bay? for, as the wind was 
moderate at prefent, it was intended to lay the lliip 
alhorc, if a proper place could be found for the procefs 
of Hopping the leak. Soon afterwards all the Americans 
quitted the Difeovery, and made their way tow ards our 
boat that was employed in founding. I'hc officer w ho 
was in her, obferving their approach, returned to the 
Ihip, and all the canoes followed him. I'hc crew of 
the boat had no fooner repaired on board, leaving in 
her by way of guard two of their numbers, than fcvcral 
of the natives Hepped into her, fomc of whom pre- 
fenred their fpcars before the two inen, while others 
loofcd the rope by w hich Hie was faHcncd to the Hiip. 
anil the rcH were fo daring as to attempt to tow her 
away; but the moment they faw' we were preparing to 
oppofe them, they let her go, Hepped into their own 
boats, and made ligns, in order to pcrHiadc us to lay 
down our arms, being to all appearance |)erfcdtly iin- 
a^ncemed. This attempt, though a very^ bold one, 
w^as fcarcc equal to what they had meditated on board 
Captain Clerkc’s fliip. The man, whom we men¬ 
tioned before as having conducted his countrymen from 
the Rcfolution to the Difeovery, had firH been aboard 
of the litter; where, looking down all the hatchways, 
and obferving no one, except the olficer of the w'atch, 
and two or three more, he doubtlefs imagined that Ihc 
might be plundered with cafe, particularly as Ihc was 
lta,tioncd at fomcdiHancc from the Rcfolution. It was 
unqueltionably with thi.s intent, that the natives went 
olf to her. Several of them repaired aboard without 
the leaH ceremony, and drawling their knives, made 
ligns to the officer to keep off, and began to fcarch for 
plunder. The firH thing they laid their hands on was 
the rudder of one of our boats, which they immediately 
threw overboard to thofe of their party, who continued 
in the canoes. But before they could find another 
objeci: that (truck their fancy, the Ihip's crew were 
alarmed, and many of them, armed with cuclafles, came 
upon deck. The plunderers no fooner faw this, than 
they all fneaked olf into their canoes, w’ith evident 


marks of indifference. It was at this time th 
was employed in founding, as we have 

.p-Sfe 

nietwjti^ 


tioned^; and the natives. 


wards her, after the dilappointmcnc ihcv h.i 
at the Difcovciy. 'I'hcir viliiing us fo carll"" 
morning was undoubtedly with a 


.... .. fuppofition that they Hioiild find all our 
alkcp. We were now on the point of 
m order to proceed further up the bay. whrM, • » 
began to blow as violently as before, and was an 
with rain, infomuch that we were obliizcd coh,... ^ 

the cable again, and lie faH. In the eveninir 
mg the gale of wind did not abate, and thinking* 
might be fomc time before an oppoitiinity of uc.h “ 
higher up prcfeiucd itfelf, the Commodore was der. 
mined to heel the lliip in our prefent Ihirion; and w K 
that view, caufed her to be moored with a kedk'canri”" 
and haw fcr. One of the failors, in heaving the anchr 
out of the boat, was carried over-board by the buov*^ 
rope, and accompanied the anchor to thehottem. i" 
this hazardous Htuation he had prcfcnce of mind ful]-" 
cienr todifengage himiclf, and came up to the lliriiice 
of the water, where he was immcdiatcl) taken up, uidi 
a dangerous fracture in one of his legs. ‘ 

On Friday the 15th, at day-break, wc gave our (liip 
a good, heel to port, in order to Hop the leak, which 
on ripping off the Ihcathing, was found robe in the 
Teams. While the carpenters were employed in thii 
bufinefs, others of our people filled the waier-calks ata 
Hream nCt far from our Hation. On the 16th, towanjj- 
the evening, the weather cleared up, and wc then found 
ourfclvcs cncompaffed with land. Our flation was on 
the ealtcrn fide of the found, in a pkice diltinguilhcd by 
the appellation of Snug-corner Bay. The Captain, ac¬ 
companied by fome of his officers, went to takcafurvty 
of the head of it, and they found it to be (hekered from 
all winds, having a mudtly bottom at the depth offcvoi 
to three fathoms. The land near the lliorc is low, 
partly wooded, and partly clear: tlic clear ground was 
covered with fnow', but very little remained in the 
woods. The fummits of the hills, in the neighbour¬ 
hood, were covered with w^ood; but thofe that were 
at a greater diHance inland had the appearance o( 
naked rocks, covered w'iih fnow. Our leak being at 
length Hopped, on the lyth, at four o’clock, A. M. 
we weighed anchor, and Hecred a N. W. courfc, witli 
a gentle breeze at E. N. E. Soon after we had made 
fail, the Americans vifitcd us again. When we had 
re.ached the north-weHcrn [x)int of the arm wherein wc 
had anchored, w'C'obfervcd that the Hood tide came 
into the inlet, by the fitme channel through which we 
had entered. This circumHancc did not much contri¬ 
bute to the probability of a palfage to the north through 
the inlet, though it did not make entirely againft ir. 
Having paH the point juH mcmioned, we met with 
much foul ground, and many funken rocks: the wind 
failed us, fo that wc had fomc diificulty in cxfric.'iiing 
oilrfelvcsfrom thedanger W'ith w hich we were threatened; 
however, about two o’clock P. M. wc caH anchor under 
the caHcrn Hiorc, in 13 fathoms, and four leagues 
diHant from our laft Hation. The wc‘athcr foon ane» 
cleared up, and wc had a difi:inCl view of all the lur- 
rounding land, particularly cowards the north, wlierc 
it appeared to clofc. 'I'his gave us but little no[^o 
meeting with a paHage that way; but, in order to lonji 
a right judgment, Lieutenant Gore was fent 
two armed boats to examine the northern arm;/inu* 
die fame time, the inaHcr was di(j:)atchcd warn 
other boats, to furvey another arm that feemeu to 
dine towards the eaH. Both returned at night* 


the Mailer wc were informed, that the ann, to 


wliirh 


he had been feat, communicated with that wc 
quitted, and that one fide of it was formed by a c 
of idands. Mr. Gore reported, that he had 


entrance of an arm, which, he w'as of opinion, extci 


a long way to the N. E. and that probably by tt ® 
might be found.*’ On the other hand, Mr* 
one of the mates, who had been fent with pjpjoii 
Ikccch out the parrs they had examined, waso P ^ 
that they faw the head of this arm. ‘‘ 
moat of thefe two opinions (obferves Captain L / 
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the circuniftances of the flood-tide entering the found 
from the fouth, rendered the exigence of a paflage 
this 'vay very doubtful. And, as the wind in the morn- 
jn^T had become fiivourablc for getting out to fea, the 
Captain tells us, he refolved to fpend no more time in 
fearching for a paflage in a place that promifed fo little 
fuccefs. Belides, if the land on the well fliould prove 
tobciflands, agreeable to the late Ruflian Difeoveries, 
Ave could not fail of getting far enough to the north, 
and that in good time; provided we did not lofe the 
feafon in fearching places, where a paflage was not only 
doubtful, but improbable. We were now upward of 
C20 leagues weflward ofany part of Baffin’s, oroFHud- 
fon’s Bay, and whatever paflage there may be, it mufl: 
he, or at leaft part of it mufl lie to the north of lati¬ 
tude 72 deg. Who could expedl to find a paflage or flrait 
of fuch extent?”—Notwithflanding the plaufibility in 
the face of this rcafoning, our readers will fee, it is little 
iriore than mere conjecture; and might we hazard our 
opinion againlt the j'udgemeiit of fo able a navigator, 
we mufl confefs, that the latter is not coincident with 
his ufual prccifion; nor can we think his condudt, in the 
above fearch, correfponds in all particulars with his 
ufual afliduity. This is certain, the arm near Cape 
Hinchinbrook. above alluded to, and the northern part 
of Hudfon’s Bay, lie between the fame parellcls of lati¬ 
tude; and it has been the united opinion of ail our mofl: 
Ikilfiil navigators and geographers, that if a N. W. paf- 
fage docs cxifl, it mufl: be through Hud Ton’s, or Baf¬ 
fin's bay. As to the Ruflian Difeoveries, or thofe of any 
other monopolizing, trading companies, they have been 
of little fcrvice hitherto to navigation, and, with refpecl 
TO their credit, of very fmall value. It were therefiwe 
to be wilhed, that the report of foable an officer as Mr. 
Gore had been more particularly attended to; for we 
think, if the dcfirablc paflage can be found, it mufl be 
in a lower latitude than 72 deg. and through fome arm 
or flrait. This is our own private opinion, and we do 
not wifli to infringe upon the judgement of others, we 
wifh this facred privilege always to remain inviolate, 
with every member of civil fociety. 

On Monday, the r8th, about three o’clock A. M. 
we weighed, and made fail to the fouthward, down the 
inlet, with a light northerly breeze. We vvere enabled 
to fhorten our run out to fea, by difeovering another 
pafliige into this inlet, to theS. W. of that by which wc 
entered. It is feparated from the other, by an ifland 
that extends i 8 leagues in the direction of S. W. and 
N. E. to which our Commodore gave the name of 
Montague Ifland. In this fouth-w'eflern channel are 
fcvcral illands. I'hofe lituatcd in the entrance next 
the open fea,, are elevated and rocky. Thofe that lie 
within arc low*; and as they were totally free fromfnow, 
they were, for this reafon, called Green Iflands. At 
two o’clock, P. M. the wind veered to the S. W.^by S. 
which put us under the nccclfity of plying. We firfl: 
ftretched over to within the diflance of two rniles of 
thccaflern Ihore, and tacked in 53 fathoms. W'hcn we 
flood back to Montague Ifland, we dilcovered a ledge 
of rocks, fome under water, and others above the fur- 
lace. We afterw’ards met with fome others towards the 
middle of the channel. Thefe rocks rendering it dan¬ 
gerous to ply during the night, we fpent it in Handing 
off and on, under Montague Ifland; for the depth of 
Water is fo great, that w’c could not cafl anchor. The 
next morning, at break of day, we fleered for the chan¬ 
nel between the Green Ifland and Montague Ifland, 
which is between two and three leagues in breadth. 
About eight in the evening, vve had a pcrfe<fl calm; 
w hen we let go our anchors at the depth of tw enty-one 
fathoms, over a muddy bottom, dillant about two miles 
from Montague Ifland. After the calm had continued 
^ill ten o'clock the fucceeding morning, a flight breeze 
fprung up from the north, with which we again weighed 
sod made fail. 

leaving got out into the open fea, by fix in the even¬ 
ing, wedifeovered that the coaft trended W. by S. as 
far as the eye could reach. To the place we had jufl 
iefr the Gommodore gave the name of Prince Williams 
Sound. Ic (eems to occijpy> at Icaflj one degree and 
4 ' 


a half of latitude, and two degrees, of longitudoj cx- 
clulivc of the branches or arms, with whofe extent we 
are unacquainted. The natives, in general, are of a 
middling flature, though many of them are under it. 
They are fquare, or flrong chefted, with fliort, thick 
necks, and large broad vifages, w hich arc, for the molt 
part, rather flat. The mofl difproportioned part of their 
body appeared to be their heads, which were of great 
magnitude. Their tcerh W’ere of a tolerable w hitenels, 
broad, W’cll fet, and equal in flze. Their nofes had full, 
round points, turned up at the tip; and their eyes, 
though not fmall, were fcarcely proportioned to the 
largcncfs of their faces. They have black hair, flrong, 
flraight, and thick. Their beards were, in general 
thin, or deficient; but the hairs growing about the lips 
of thofe who have them, were briftly or flilf, and often 
of a brownifli colour. Some of the elderly men had 
large, thick, flraight beards. The variety of their fea¬ 
tures is conlidcrable. Very few, however, can be faid to 
be handfpmc, though their countenance ufually indi¬ 
cates franknefs, vivacity, and good nature; and yet fome 
of them fliewed a referve and fullcnnefs in their afpedt. 
The faces of fome of the women are agreeable; and 
many of them, but principally the younger ones, may 
eafily be diflinguifhed from the other fex, by the fupc- 
rior foftnefs of their feature.s. The complexion of fome 
of the females, and of the children, is w’hitc, without 
any mixture of red. Many ot the men, whom we faw 
naked, had rather a fwarthy cafl, which was fcarcely 
the cflecl of a-ny flain, it not being a cuflom among 
them to paint their bodies. Both fexes, young and 
old, of this found, are all cloathcd in the fame manner. 
Their ordinary drefs is a fort of clofc Irock, or rather 
robe, which fometimes reaches only to the knees, but 
generally down to the ancles. It h«as, at the upper part 
a hole juft fufficient to admit the head, with fleeves 
reaching to the wrift, Thefe frocks arc compofed of 
the Heins of various animals, and they are commonly 
worn with the hairy fide outwards. Some of the na¬ 
tives have their frocks made of the Ikins of fowls, 
with only the down left on them, w'hich they glue upon 
other fubftanccs. The fcams, w’here the diflerent 
Ikiiis arc fewed together, are ufually adorned with 
fringes or taflcls of narrow thongs, cut out of the fame 
fkins. A few have a fort of cape or collar, and fome 
have a hood; but the other is the mofl cuftomary form, 
and appears to conflitute the whole of their drefs in 
fair weather. When it is rainy, they put over this ano¬ 
ther frock, made with fome degree of ingenuity from 
the inteflincs of whales, or fome other large animal, 
prepared with fuch (kill, as to refemblc, in great mca- 
fiire, our gold-beater’s leaf. It is formed fo as to be 
drawn tight round the neck; and its fleeves extend down 
to the wrift, round which they are faflened with a firing. 
When in their canoes, they draw the fleirts of this 
frock over the rim of the hole in which they fit, fo that 
the water by this means is prevented from entering: at 
the fame time it keeps the men dry upwards, for no 
water can penetrate through it. \ct, if not conflantly 
kept moift, it is apt to crack or break. This frock, as 
well as the common one made of flcins, is nearly fimilar 
to the drefs of the natives of Greenland. T'hough the 
inhabitants of this inlet, in general, do not cover ihcir 
legs or feet, yet fome of them wear a kind of Ikin- 
flockings, reaching half way up their thighs. Few of 
them arc without mittens for their hands, formed from 
thefkin of a bear’s paw. Thofe who wear any thing 
on their heads, refcmbled, in this particular, the people 
of Nootka Sound, having high truncated conical caps, 
compofed of flraw’, and fometimes of wood. The hair 
of the men is commonly cropped round the forehead 
and neck, but the females fuflTer it to grow long; and 
the greateft: part of them tie a lock of it on the crown, 
while a few, after our cuftom, club it behind. Both 
men and women perforate their cars with fcveral hoRs, 
about the outer and lower part of the edge, wherein 
theyfufpend fmall bunches of beads. They likewife 
perforate the feptum of the nofe, through which they 
often thruft the quill-feathers of birds, or little bending 
ornaments, made of a tubulous fliclly fubfl.ance, ftrung. 
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on a tlitf cord, of the length of three or four inches, 
which give them a ridiculous and grotefque appear¬ 
ance. But the moft extraordinary falhion, adopted by 
fomcof the natives of both fexes, is their having the 
under-lip cut quite through lengthwife, rather below 
the fwclling part* This incifion frequently exceeds two 
inches in length, and, either by its natural retraction 
while the wound is llill frcfli, or by the repetition of 
fomc artilicial management, aflumes the appearance 
and fhape of lips,and becomesfufBcicntly largctoadmit 
the tongue through. When a perfon with his under- 
lip thus flit, was firfl; feen by one of our Tailors, he im¬ 
mediately exclaimed, that the man had two mouths; 
which, indeed, it greatly rcfcmbles. They fix in this 
artificial mouth, a fiat, narrow kind of ornament, made 
principally out of a folid fiicll or bone, cut into fmall 
narrow pieces, like teeth, almofi: down to the bafe, or 
thick part, which has, at each end, a projecting bit, 
that ferves to fupport it when put into the divided lip, 
the cut part then appearing outwards. Some of them 
only perforate the lower-lip into feparate holes; on 
whichoccafion the ornament confifts of the fame num¬ 
ber of diftindl Biclly ftuds, the points of which are 
thrufl: through thefe holes, and their heads appear 
within the lip, not unlike another row of teeth under 
their natural ones. Such are the native ornaments of 
thefe people: but wc obferved among them many beads 
of European mamifadure, chiefly of a pale blue co¬ 
lour, which arc hung in their ears, or about their caps, 
or arc joined to their lip ornaments, which have a little 
hole drilled in each of the points to which they arc fi\f- 
tened, and others to them, till they fometimes hang even 
as low as the point of the chin. In this laft cafe, how¬ 
ever, they cannot remove thciti with fuch facility; for, 
with R-fpetfl: to their own lip-ornaments, they can take 
them out with their tongues at plcafure. They likc- 
ivife wear bracelets of beads made of a fhclly fubflance 
^cfembling amber, and of a cylindrical form. They 
are, in general, fo fontl of ornaments of fome kind or 
other, that they fix a variety ef things in their perfo¬ 
rated lip; one of them appeared with two of our iron 
nails projecting like prongs from it; and another man 
attein^Tted to put a large brafs button into it. The 
men often paint iheir fiiccs of a black colour, and of a 
bright red, and fometimes of a bliicifh or leaden hue, 
but not in any regular figure. The women punCture or 
(tain the chin with black, that comes to a point in each 
of their checks; a cufiom fimilar to which is in vogue, 
as wc have been informed, among the Greenland fe¬ 
males. Upon the whole, wc have not in any country 
fecn ravages, who take more pains than thefe do to dif- 
figurc their perfons with imaginary ornaments. 

They have two forts of canoes; the one large and 
open, the other fmall and covered. They differ no 
otherwife from the great boats in Greenland, chan in 
the form of the head and ftern, particularly of the for¬ 
mer, which fomewhat refcmblcs a whale's head. The 
framing confifts of (lender pieces of wood; and the out- 
lide is compofed of the fl-tins of fcals, or other Tea ani¬ 
mals, ftrctched over the wood. Their fmall canoes arc 
conftrudled nearly of the fame form and materials with 
thofc of the Efquimaux. Some of thefe carry two 
perfons. Their fore part is curved like the head of a 
•^violin. Their weapons and implements for hunting 
and lilhing, arc the fame with thofc ufed by the Green¬ 
landers. Many of their fpears are headed with iron, 
and their arrows are generally pointed with bone. 
Their larger darts are thrown by means of a piece of 
wood,about a foot long, with a fmall groove in the mid¬ 
dle, which receives the dart: at the bottom is a hole for 
the reception of one linger, which enables them tografp 
the piece of wood much firmer, and to throw with 
•greater force. Fordefenfive armour they have a fort of 
jacket, or a coat of mail, formed of laths, fallencd toge¬ 
ther with fin^ws, which render it very flexible, though 
it is fo clofe as not to admit a dart or arrow. It ferves 
only to cover the trunk of the body, and may, not im¬ 
properly, be compared to the flays worn by our wo- 
4pen. 

Wc bad nept an opportuirity of feeing any of tbc ha- 


birations of the natives, as none of ihcTT^ • 

bay uherc our fliips anchored, or where'"' 

landed: but withrefped to theirdomcme n. /, 

brought, m their canoes, fome round and m 
diflies, raihcr ftalloii'; and others of a cvli “ 

confiderably deeper The ndesareonc&t>. 

after the manner of our chip-boxes bur fr 
neatly fallencd with thongs, the bottom«fV^ • 
fixed in with fmall pegs of wood Oih, 
what frnaller, and of a^more ekgant W T 
a large oval butter-boat, without any handle h, “ 
lower; thefe were compofed of a piece 
fome horny fubOance, and were fometiniK T 
carved. They had in their polTenion a rrreaf 
little fquarc bags, made of fhe fame gu? with jw 
tcnorfrocks, curiouny adorned with very fmal trf f 
thers inieruovcn with them, in whic^we e 
fcver.1l very fine finews, and bundles "S'S 
made out of them, plaited with extraordimr- in 
miity. They Iikcwife had fome models in wood^'t 
their canoes; chequered balkcts, wrought foclo^ „ 
to hold water, and a confiderable number of ifttl. 
nmff' i"^hes high, cither of wood or 

with a piece of fur and 
cmbcllillied with quill-fcathers, with hair fixed on’ their 
heads. We could not dctcrqriine whether thefe were in- 
tended merely as children’s toys, or were applied to 
fiiperftitious pmpofes. They have many inftmmcm, 
formed of two or three hoops, or concentrical pieces of 
wood, having a crofs bar fixed in the middle, by which 
they are held. To thefe they fix a number of dried 
barnacle fliclls, with threads, which, when fliakcn, pro, 
ducca loud noife, and thus ferve the purpofc of a rat¬ 
tle. This contrivance is probably a fubftitutc for the 
rattling bird at King George’s Sound. It is uncertain 
with what kind of tools their wooden utcnrils,(i-amcsof 
canoes, &c. are made; the only one that we obferved 
among them being a fort of ftone-adze, fomewhat re- 
^mbling thofe of Otaheire, and other iflands in the 
Pacific Ocean. They have a great quantity of iron 
knives, fome of which are rather curved, others ftraighc, 
and fome very fmall ones, fixed in longiOi handles, 
with the blades bent upwards. They have alfo knives, 
fome of which arcalmofltwo feet in length, (liapcd, in 
a great meafurc like a dagger, with a ridge towards 
the middle. Thefe they wear in flicaths of (kin, hung 
by a thong round their necks, under their robe or frock. 
It is probable, that they ufe them only as weapons, and 
that their other knives are applied roditl'ercnt purpofes. 
Whatever they have, is as well made as if they wero 
provided with a complete ched of tools; and their 
plaiting of finews, fcwing, and fmall-work on theif 
little bags, may be found to vie with the neateft manu- 
facilurcs in any part of the globe. Upon the whole, 
confidering the uncivilized (late of the natives of this 
found, their northerly (ituation, amidd a country almoll 
continually covered with fnow, and the comparative 
wretched materials they have to work with, it appears, 
that, with rcfpe(d to their (till and invention, in all ma¬ 
nual operations, they are at lead upon a footing with 
any other people in the iflands of the great Pacific 
Ocean. 

The animal food, vve (aw them eat, was cither roafled, 
or broiled : they feed alfo on dried fi(h. Some ot the 
former that was purchafed, had the appearance of bear 4 
ficfli. They likewife eat a larger fort of fern-root, cicneC 
baked, or drefled in fome other method. Some 
company obferved them toeat freely of a fubdanee, wm^n 
we imagined was the interiorpart of the pine bark. Tncir 
drink, in all probability, is water; for, in rheir canw^S 
they brought fnow in their wooden vclfcls, which t cy 
fwallow'cd by mouthfuls. Their manner of eating i 
decent and cleanly, for they condantly took care to 
move any dirt that might adhere to their food. a 
though they would fometimes eat the raw fat 0 | ^ 
animal, yet, they did not fail to cut it ^real- 

mouthfuls. To all appearance, their perfons 
ways free from filth; and their utenfils, in genera, 
kept in excellent order, as were aJfo their boats* 

The language of thefe people Teemed 
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und^rftood: this, perhaps, was not owing to any confu- 
fion, or indiftindlnefs in their founds, but to the various 
(ignifications which their words bear: for they frequently 
made ufe of the fame word on different occafions; 
though, probably, if we could have had a longer inter- 
courle with them, this might have proved a miftakeon 
our part. Among the few words and phrafes the inge¬ 
nious Mr. Anderlon was enabled to procure, we have 
fclededthc following: 

Ahleu - - - ^ Spear 
Amilhtoo - ^ A Piece of white hears Jhn 

Kcelafhuk - - • Guts of which they make jackets 
Natooncfhuk ^he Skin of a fea--otter 
Lukluk - - ‘A Brown Jhaggy Jkin 
Namuk - •An Ornament for ibe ear 
Aa - • • • Tes 

Chilke - - - One 

Taiha - - - - *Two 

Tokke - - - - Three 

Chukelo - - - Four 

Koehcene - - - Five 

Takulai - - - Six 

Keichillho - - Seven 

Klu or Kiiew - - Eight 

Phrases. 

Yaut - - - - rilgo: or^Jhall Igof 

Whaehai - - - Shall I keep it f Do you give it me f 

Tawuk - - - Keep it 

Weona or Vcena - Stranger (calling to one) 

Ooonaka i barter for this that belongs 

^ \ to me ? 

Keeta - - - - Give me fomething? 

Naema - - - Give mefomething in exchattgeF 

Akafhou - - • What's the name of that? 

With regard to the numerals, Mr. Anderfon obferves, 
that the words correfponding to ours, after pafling three, 
are not certain. 

Our knowledge of the animals of this part of Ame¬ 
rica, is entirely derived from the fkins that were brought 
by the natives for fale. Thefe were principally of 
bears; common, and pine martins; fea-otters, fcals, ra¬ 
coons, fmall ermines, foxes, and the whitifli cat or lynx. 
Among thefe various fkins, the moft common are thofe 
of racoons, martins, and fea-otters, which form the or¬ 
dinary drefs of thefe people: but the fkins of the mar¬ 
tins which were in general of a far lighter brown than 
thofe of Nootka, were greatly fuperiorto them in point 
of finenefs; whereas thofe of the fea-otters, which, as 
well as the martins, were much more plentiful here than 
at Nootka, feemed to be confiderably inferior in the 
thicknefs and finenefs of their fur, though they far ex¬ 
ceeded them with refpe<5l to fizc; and were, for themofi: 
part, of the gloffy black fort. The fleins of fcals, and 
bears, were alfo very common: the former w'cre, in ge¬ 
neral, white; and many of the bears, here, were of a 
dark brown hue. Befides thefe animals, there is the 
white bear, of whofe Ikins the natives brought feveral 
pieces, and fome complete fkins of cubs. Here is alfo 
the wolverene, or qiiickhatch, whofe fkin has very bright 
colours; and a larger fpecies of ermine than the com¬ 
mon one, varied with brown, and fcarccly any black on 
its tail. The fkin of the head of fome very large ani¬ 
mal was brought to us, but we could not decide pofi- 
tively what it was; though from the colour, and 
lhagginefs of the hair, and its not rcfembling any 
land animal, we conjci^ured, that it might be that of 
the maleurfme-feal, or fea-bcar. But one of the moft 
beautiful fkins that fell under our confideration, is that 
of a fmall animal near a foot in length, of a browm co¬ 
lour on the back, with a number of obfeure whitifii 
fpecks, the fides being of a blueifli afli-colour, with a 
few of thofe fpccks. The tail is about a third part 
of the length of the body, and is covered with whitilh 
bair. This animal is doubtlcfs the fame with that 
J'^hich is called by Mr. Staehlin, in his account of the 
^^^ew Northern Archipelago, the fpotted ficld-moufe; 

'whetherit is really of themoufe kind, ora fquir- 
^^0. 67. ^ 


rel, we could not learn, nor determine, for w'ant of en¬ 
tire fkins; though Mr. Anderfon was inclined to be¬ 
lieve, that it is the fame animal which fome of our na- 
turalifts have dtffcribed under the appellation of the 
cafan-marmot. The great number of fkins that we 
faw at this place, demonftrates the abundance of the 
various animals we have mentioned ; yet, it is fomewhac 
remarkable, that we neither met with the Ikins of the 
moofc, nor of the common fpecies of deer. As to the 
birds we found the halcyon, or great king-fiftier, having 
fine bright colours; the fhag; the white headed eagle; 
and the humming bird, which often flew about our (hips, 
while we lay at anchor; though it cannot be fuppofed to 
live here, during the winter, which muft be extremely 
fevere. The water-fowl feen by us were black fea- 
pics, with red bills, fuch as w'c met with at Van Diemen's 
Land. Some of our people brought down a fnipe, a 
groufe, and fome plovers: but notwithftanding the wa¬ 
ter-fowl were numerous, particularly the geefe and 
ducks, they were fo fliy, that it was a difficult matter to 
get within Ihot; in confequence of which, we pro¬ 
cured a very inconflderable fupply of them as refrefti- 
ments. The duck is about the fize of our common 
wild one; of a deep black, with red feet, and a fhorc 
pointed tail. Its bill is white, tinged towards the point 
with red, and has a large black fpot, almoft fquarc, near 
its bafe, on each fide, where it isalfofomewhatdiftendcd.- 
On the forehead is a large triangular white fpot; and on 
the hinder part of the neck is one ftill larger. The co* 
lours of the female are much lefs vivid than thofe of 
the male; and (he has none of the ornaments of the bill, 
excepting thofe of the two black fpots, which are ra¬ 
ther obfeure. We obferved a fpecies of the diver, 
which feems peculiar to this place. In fize, ir is equal 
to a partridge, and has a Ihort, black, comprefled bill. 
Its head, and the upper part of its neck, are of a 
brownifh black; and the remainder of its body is of a 
deep brown, waved obfcurely with black, except the 
under part, which is totally of a blackifti call, minutely 
varied with white. We found alfo a fmall land bird, of 
the finch kind, about the bignefs of a yellow-hammer; 
but we imagined it to be one of thofe which change 
their colours with the feafon, and with their different 
migrations. It was, at this time, of a dufky brown 
with a reddifti tail; and the fuppofed male had, on the 
crown of the head, a large yellow fpot, with fome va¬ 
ried black on the upper part of its neck; but the latter 
was on the breaft of the female. 

With refpedl to the filh, what the natives brought to 
us for fale, were torfle and halibut. We caught fome 
fculpins about the ftiip; and ftar-fifli of a purplifti hue, 
that had fixteen or eighteen rays. The nicks were al¬ 
moft deftitutc of ftielUfilh, and the only one of this tribe 
that fell under our notice, was a reddifti crab, covered 
with large fpines- We obferved few vegetables of any 
kind, and the trees that chiefly grew about this found, 
were the Canadian, and fpruce pine, fome of which 
were of a coniiderable fize. The metals we faw thefe 
people poffeffed of, were iron and copper; both which, 
but particularly the former, were in fuch abundance, 
that their lances and arrows were pointed with them. 
The ores which they ufed to paint thcmfclves with, 
were a brittle, un< 5 luous red ochre or iron ore; a pig¬ 
ment of a bright blue; and black lead : but each of thefe 
articles feemed to be very fcarce among them. Thefe 
people muft, certainly, have received from fome more 
civilized nation, the beads and iron found among them. 
We were, doubtlefs, the firft Europeans, with whom 
they ever had a diredl communication; and it remains 
only to be determined, from what quarter they had pro¬ 
cured our manufailures. And it is more than proba¬ 
ble, that they had obtained thefe articles, through the 
intervention of the more inland tribes, either from the 
fetclements about Hudfon's Bay, or thofe on the lakes 
of Canada; unlefs we can admit the fuppofition, th^ 
the Rulfians, from Kamtfchatka, have already extended 
their traffic to thisdiftance; or that the natives of their 
moft cafterly Fox Illands carry on an intercourfe along 
the coaft, with the inhabitants of Prince William’s 
Sound. As to copper thefe people, perhaps, procure ic 
6 Z themfelycs,^ 
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thcmfclves, cr, at moft, it pafTes to them through very 
. icw hands; for when they offered any of it by way of 
barter, they ufed to exprefs its being in fuflicient plenty 
among them, by pointing to their weapons, as if they 
Would intimate, that, having fo much copper of their 
own, they had no occalion to incrcafe their ftock. How¬ 
ever, if the natives of this inlet are furniflied with 
European commodities by means of the intermediate 
traffic to the caftern coafl:, it is remarkable, that they 
fliould never, in return, have fupplied the more inland 
Indians with fomeof their fea-otter Ikins, which would 
undoubtedly have appeared, at one time or other, in 
^th^ environs of Hudfon’s Bay. But that does not ap- 
• pcar to be the cafe; and the only method by which we 
can account for this, muft be by confidering the very 
great diftance; which, though it might not prevent 
European articles of commerce from coming fo far, as 
being fo uncommon, might hinder the (kins, which are 
common, fium pafling through more than two or three 
tribes, who might make ufc of them for their own 
cloathing, and fend others, which they reckoned of in¬ 
ferior value as being of their own animals to the eafl, till 
they reached the traders at the European fettlements. 

On Wednefday the 20th of May, having took our 
departure from Prince William’s Sound, we diredted our 
courfc to the S. W. with a gentle breeze. This was 
fucceeded by a calm, at four o’clock, the next morning, 
which was foon followed by a breeze from the S. W. 
This veering to the N. W. we continued to ftretch to 
S. W. and pafTcd a lofty promontory, in the latitude of 59 
deg. lomin. long. 207 deg. 45 min. It having beendiU 
covered on Princefs Elizabeth's birth-day. Captain 
Cook gave it the name of Cape Elizabeth. As wc 
we could fee no land beyond it, we flattered ourfelves, 
that it was the weftern extremety of the continent: 
but frefli land foon appearing in fight, bearing W. S. W. 
convinced us of our miftake. The wind had increafed 
to a flrong gale, and forced us to a confidcrable dif- 
tance from the coafl: but, on the 22nd, P. M. the gale 
abated, and we flood fOr Cape Elizabeth. On Saturday 
the 23d, at noon. Cape Elizabeth bore W. diflant 10 
leagues; at which time, new land was feen, bearing S. W. 
which, it was imagined, connected Cape Elizabeth with 
the land we had feen towards the wefl. We flood to the 
fouthward till the next day, at noon, w'hen we were three 
leagues from the coafl, which w'e had feen on the 22nd. 
More land was difeovered, extending to the fouthward, 
w'hcreon was feen a ridge of mountains, whofc fummits 
were covered with fnow. This point of land lies in 
latitude 58 deg. 15 min. Its longitude is 207 deg. 42 
min. And by what the Commodore could gather from 
Beering’s voyage and chart, he fuppofed it to be, w hat 
he called Cape St. Hermogenes. But the account of 
that voyage, as well as the chart, is fo extremely inac¬ 
curate, that it is almofl impoffible to difeover any one 
place, w'hich the navigator cither faw or touched at. 

In the chart a fpace is pointed out, where Beering is 
fuppofed to have feen no land. This favoured Mr. 
Staehlin’s account, who makes Cape St. Hermogenes, 
and the land difeovered by Beering to the S W. of it, 
to be a cluflerof iflands, and that St. Hermogenes is one 
of thofc that are deflitutc of wood. This appeared to 
be confirmed by what we now faw; and w e eniertained 
the pleafing hdpes of finding here a palfage northward, 
without being obliged to proceed any larthertothe S. W. 

Wc were detained by light airs and calms ofl' the 
Cape, till two o’clock, A. M. of the 25th, when a breeze 
fpringing up, w'e fleered along the coafl, and perceived 
that the land of Cape St. Hermogenes w’as an ifland, 
about fix leagues in circumference, feparated from the 
coafl by a channel, one league in breadth. Some rocks 
arc to be feen above water to the north of this ifland; 
and on the N. E. fide of the rocks, w c had from 30 to 

20 fathoms water. At noon St. Hermogenes bore S. E. 
diflant 8 leagues; the land to the N. W. extendingfrom 

S. half W. to near W. In this lafl diredlion, it ended 
in a low point, named Point Banks.. The fliip was, at 
this time, in latitude 58 deg. 41 min. longitude 207 
deg. 44 min. In this flation the land was in fight, 
bearing N. W. which, it was thought, connc(flcd Cape 

Elizabeth with this S. W. land. When iZl 

It, we obferved it was an uitconnceled 
illands and rocks; and from the nakednefs^„ 
appearance, the Captain named them the H, .‘’"■’'f 
they are (ituated in latitude 59 deg three L 
from Cape Elizabeth, and five from PoimSi^'”®' 
was our intention to have palled throuoh 
channels by which thefe iUands arc dniHM “if"" 
ftrong current fetting againft us, we went to U, * 
rtem all. The weath^, which had been 
hazy, cleared up towards the evening, when 1 ^ 
ceived a very lofty promontory, whofe elevated fu,.w 
appeared above the clouds, forming two exceeding rf 
rnountains. Captain Ct»k named this proSS 
Douglas, m honour of his friend Dr. Dou<-Ias V. 
of Wmdfor. It is fituated 12 leagues from 
Banks, and to totheweftward of thc^Barrcn incsf'Ttf 
latitude's deg. 56 min. and longitude 206 deg’io 
mm. Between this point and Cape Douglas is a l,m. 

Point Banks, received the name of Smokey Bay A, 
day break on the 26th, being to the northward of the 
Barren Hies we difeovered more land, extending irom 
Cape Douglas to the north. It conClfcd of a chain of 
very high mountains; one of which, being much more 
confpicuous than the reft, obtained the name of .Mount 
fmlh gale wc Hood to the 
iN. W. till eight, when wc found, that what we bad fup^ 
pofed to be iflands were fummits of mountains, con¬ 
nected by the lower land. I'his was covered wholly 
with fnow, from the tops of the mountains down to 
the fea-bcach; and had in every other refped, the ap¬ 
pearance of a great continent. Captain Cook was now 
fully convinced, that no paffiage could he difeovered by 
this inlet; and his continuing to explore it was more to 
fatisfy others, than to confirm his own opinion. 'At 
this time Mount St. Augufline bore N. VV. diflant three 
leagues. It is of a conical figure, and rifes to a prodi¬ 
gious height; but whether it be an ifland, or part of the 
continent, is not yet afeertained. Perceiving that no¬ 
thing was to be done to the wefl, we flood over to Cape 
Elizabeth, under which w'e fetched at about five in the 
afternoon. Between Cape Elizabeth and a lofty pro¬ 
montory, which was named Cape Bede, is a bay, 
wherein we might have anchored; but, the Captain 
having no fuch intention, we tacked and flood to the 
weflward, with a very ftrong gale, accompanied with 
rain and hazy W’eather. Next morning the gale abated, 
and about three o'clock in the afternoon, the weather 
cleared up; Cape Douglas bearing S. W. by W. and 
the depth of water being 40 fathoms, over a r^ky 
bottorri. From Cape Bede the coafl trended N. E. by 
E. with a chain of mountains in land, in the famedi- 
reiflion. Wc had now the mortification to difeovet 
low land in the middle of the inlet, extending from N* 
N. E. to N. E. by E. but, as it w'as fuppofed to be an 
ifland, we were not much difeouraged. 

On Thurfday, the 28th, A. M. having but little wind, 
the fliip drove to the fouthw'ard,and in order to flop her, 
w'c dropped a kcdge-anchor, with an eight inch baufer. 
Bur, in bringing the fliip up, we lofl both that and inc 
anchor. However, we brought the fliip one 

of the bowers, and fpent a confidcrable part of the day 
in fwceping for them, but without effcdl. Wc 
in the latitude of 5^ deg. 51 min. the low land extend 
from N. E. to S. E. the nearefl part diflant two leagues, 
and the land on the weflern fliore about feven 

A ftrong tide fet to the fouthward, out of tbc 
was the ebb, and ran almofl four knots in an hour. 
ten o'clock it was low water. Though the ^ ^ 

become thick, and refcmblcd that in rivers, 
encouraged to proceed, by finding it as fait as m 
ocean, even at low water. Three knots was the 0 
of the flood tide; and the ftream continued toru 
till four in the afternoon. At eight o’clock 1 ^ 
evening wc flood up the inlet, to the north* 3^^ 

the wind veered to this quarter, and blew in J'-jy. 

tended with rain; but this did not hinder us 
ing up while the flood continued, w'hich 
next morning at near five o’clock, when wc 
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about two leagues from the eaftern fhorc; and our la- 

ritude was 6o deg. 8 min. Some low land, which we 
fuppofed to be an ifland, lay under the weftern flidre, 
diftant between three and four leagues. The weather 
clearing up, a ridge of mountains appeared; and two 
columns of fmoke were vifible on the eaftern Ihore. 
At one o’clock A. M. wx weighed, and plied up under 
double reefed top-fails, having a ftronggale at N. E. 

On Saturday the 30th, the gale having much abated, 
we plied up from two o'clock A. M. till near feven, and 
then anchored under the fliore to the eaftward, in 19 
fathoms water.^ At noon two canoes, with a man in 
each, came oft to the fhip, nearly from that part where 
we had feen the fmoke the day before. They refem- 
bled ftrongly thofe wc had feen in Prince William’s 
Sound, both in drefs and perlbn: their canoes were 
alfo conftruifted in the fame manner; and one of them 
had a large beard, and a countenance like the common 
fort of people in the Sound. When the flood made, we 
weighed, ftood over to the weflern fhorc, and fetched 
under a bluft' point to the N. W. This, with the point 
on the oppofite fliore, contraefed the breadth of the 
channel to about four leagues, through which a pro 
digious tide ran. It had a terrible appearance, and we 
\Vere ignorant w'hether the water was thus agitated by 
the ftream, or by the dafliing of the waves againft fands 
or rocks. We kept the w’eftern fliore aboard, that ap¬ 
pearing to be the fafeft. In the evening, about eight 
o’clock, w'c anchored under a point of land, bearing 
N. E. diftant about three leagues, and lay there during 
the ebb. Till we arrived at this ftation, the water re¬ 
tained an equal degree of falrnefs, both at high and low 
water, and was as fait as that which is in the ocean: 
but now the appearances of a river evidently difplayed 
themfelves. The water, taken up at this ebb, was 
much freflier than any wc had tafted ; whence w^e con¬ 
cluded that we w'ere in a large river, and not in a flrait, 
which had a communication with the northern fca.s: 
but, having proceeded thus far. Captain Cook was an¬ 
xious to have ftronger proofs; therefore, on the thirty- 
flrft, in the morning, we weighed wnth the flood, and 
drove up with the tide, having but little wind. Near 
eight o’clock, many of the natives, in one large canoe, 
and fevcral fmall ones, paid us a vifit. The latter had 
only one perfon on board each; but the larger ones con¬ 
tained men, w'omen, and children. We bartered with 
them for fome of their fur dreflTes, made of the fkins of 
animals, particularly thofe of fea-otters, martins, and 
hares, alfo falmon, halibut, and a few of their darts; 
for which, in return, we gave them old clothes, beads, 
and pieces of iron. Thefe laft they call goone; but, in 
general, their language is nearly the fame as that ufed 
in Prince William’s Sound. At nine o’clock, we an¬ 
chored in flxteen fathoms water, almoft two leagues 
ftom the weftern fhore, the ebb being already began. 

It ran but three knots an hour at its greiiteft ftrength, 
and fell, after we had anchored, tw'enty-onc feet upon 
a perpendicular. In order to determine the direction, 
and other particulars refpecling the inlet, Captain Cook 
difpatched two boats, and when the flood tide made, 
followed them with the tw^o fhips; but, after driving 
about ten miles, we anchored, having a dead calm and 
ftrong tide againft us. At the loweft of the ebb, the 
water at and near the furface, was perfeiftly frelh, though 
retaining a confiderable degree of faltncfs, if taken 
above a foot below it. Befides this, we had other con¬ 
vincing proofs of its being a river, fuch as thick muddy 
^atcr, low (bores, trees, and rubbilh of various kinds, 
boating backward and forward with the tide. In the 
afternoon we received another vifit from the natives, who 
bartered largely with our people, without fo much as 
attempting one diflioneft aeftion. 

On Monday the ift of June, at two o’clock, A. M. 
foe mafler, who commanded the two boats, returned, 
^nrctfming us that he found the inlet or river contraefted 
to one league in breadth, and that it took a northerly 
courfe through low land on each fide. He advanced 
? t>ut three leagues through this narrow part, which 
c lound from 20 to 17 fathoms deep. While the ftream 
tan down the water was perfedlly frelh, but it become 


brackilh when it ran up, and more fo near high water. 
Three leagues to the northw'ard of this fcarch, the 
maftcr discovered another feparation in the eaftern 
chain of mountains, through which he fuppofed it pro¬ 
bable, the river ran in a dircdlion N. E. but this was 
thought by the captain to be only another branch, and 
that the main channel continued in a northern direction 
between the two chains of mountains. The plealing 
hopes of finding a paftage were no longer entertained ; 
but as the ebb was fpent, we took the advantage of the 
next tide to get a clofer view of the eaftern branch : in 
order to determine w-hether the low' land on the caft 
was an ifland or not. For this purpofe wc weighed 
with the firft of the flood, and ftood over for the caftcril 
(bore. At eight o’clock a breeze fprang up in a di- 
redfion oppofite to our courfe, fo that we dcfpaired of 
reaching the entrance of the river. By rcafon of this 
untoward circumftance, two boats were difpatched, 
under the command of Lieutenant King, to make fuch 
obfervations as might enable us to form fome tolerable 
idea of the nature and courfe of the river. About ten 
o’clock, the Refolution and Difeovery anchored in nine 
fathoms w^ater. The Commodore obferving the ftrength 
of the tide to be fo powerful, that the boats could not 
make head againft it, made a fignal for them to return, 
before they had proceeded half w’ay to the entrance of 
the river. The only knowledge concerning the grand 
queftion, obtained by this tide's work, was, that all the 
low land, which we had imagined to be an ifland, w'as 
one continued tradl from the great river to the foot of 
the mountains, terminating at the fouth entrance of this 
eaftern branch, which the Commodore denominated the 
river Turnagain- 

The low land begins again on the north fide of this 
river, and extends from the foot of the mountains, to 
the bank of the great river, forming before the river 
Turnagain a large bay. Waving entered this, the flood 
fet very ftrong into the river, the water falling 20 feet 
upon a perpendicular, from which circumftances it was 
evident, that a palfage w'as not to be expedled by this 
fide river, any more than by the main branch: but, as 
the water at ebb, though much frefher, retained a con¬ 
fiderable degree of faltnefs, it is probable that both thefe 
branches are navigable by (hips much farther; and that 
a very extenfive inland communication lies open, by 
means of this river and its feveral branches. We had 
traced it to the latitude of 61 deg. 30 min. and the long, 
of 210 deg. which is upwards of 210 miles from its en¬ 
trance, and faw no appearance of its fource. The time 
we (pent in the dilcovery—(Here the Commodore 
having left a blank in his journal, which he had not 
filled up with any particular name, the earl of Sandwich 
very properly diredled it to be called Cook’s river) The 
time we (pent in the difeovery of Cook's river ought not 
to be regreted, if it fliould hereafter prove ufcful to the 
prefent, or any future age: but the delay thus occafioned 
was an efiential lofs to us, w ho had a greater objccl in 
view.^, The feafon was far advanced, and it w^as now 
evident, that the continent of North .America extended 
much farther to the weft than we had reafon to expei^l 
from the moft approved charts. 

In the afternoon Lieutenant King was again fent, 
w'ith orders from the captain to land on the S. E. fide 
of the river, where he w'as to difplay the flag; and, in 
his majefty’s name, to take pofTeffion of the country 
and Cook’s river. He was ordered alfo to bury a bottle 
in the earth, containing fome Englifli coin of 1772, and 
a paper, whereon were written the names of our fhips, 
and the date of our difeovery. In the mean time the 
fliips were got under way; but a calm enfued, and the 
flood tide meeting us, we found it neceffary to caft 
anchor; the point where Mr. King landed bearing S. 
diftant two miles. This point of land was named Point 
Polfeflion. On Mr. King's return we were informed, 
that after he had landed he faw feveral of the natives 
with their arms extended, an attitude, he fuppofed, 
meant to fignify their peaceable difpofition, and to con¬ 
vince him that they were w ithout weapons. Obferving 
his attendants w'ere armed with mufquets, they were 
alarmed, and requefted, by exprclfive ligns, that he 
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would lay them down. This W'as immediately complied 
with, and then Mr. King and his party were permitted 
to walk up to them. They now appeared to be very 
fociable and chcarful. Mr. Law, furgeon of the Dif- 
Govery, being one of the party, purchafed a dog, and 
taking it towards the boat, immediately fliot it dead. 
At this they feemed exceedingly furprized; and, not 
thinking themfclves fafe in fuch company, they walked 
away; but it prefently appeared, thjlt they had con¬ 
cealed their fpears and other weapons in the bullies 
clofe behind them. 

At high-water wc weighed andior, and with a faint 
breeze flood over to the weft fliore, where the next 
morning, being Tuefday the fecond, we anchored, on 
account of the return of the flood. Soon after we were 
vilited by feveral of the natives in canoes, w'ho bartered 
their fkins, and afterwards parted with their garments, 
many of them returning perfedly naked. Among 
others, they brought a great quantity of the llcins of 
white rabbits, and red foxes, but only two or three of 
thofe of otters. We alfo purchafed fome pieces of ha¬ 
libut and liilmon. They preferred iron to every thing 
we offered them in exchange. The lip-ornaments were 
lefs in fafliion among them than at Prince William’s 
Sound; but thofe which pafs through the nofe were 
more frequent, and in general conliderably longer. 
They had likewife more embroidered w'ork on their 
garments, quivers, knife-cafes, and other articles. At 
half pall ten we weighed, and plied down the river with 
a gentle breeze at fouth; when, by the inattention of 
the man at the lead, our fliip ftruck upon a bank, nearly 
in the middle of the river. It is pretty certain that this 
bank occafioned that ftrong agitation of the Itream, 
with which we were fo much furprized when turning up 
the river. We had twelve feet of water about the Ihip, 
at the lowefl: of the ebb, but the bank was dry in other 
parts. W’hen our fliip came aground Captain Cook 
made a fignal for the Difeovery to anchor. Wc were 
afterwards informed that Ihe had been almoft afliore on 
the w'eft fide of the bank. About five o'clock in the 
afternoon, as the flood tide came in, the fhip floated off 
without fuftaining any damage, or occafioning theleafl 
trouble. We then flood over to the well: Ihore, where 
we anchored, in deep water, to wait for the ebb, the 
wind being ftill unfavourable to us. Ac ten o’clock at 
night we weighed with the ebb, and about five the next 
morning, the 3d, the tide .being finiflied, we call 
anchor on the well fliore, about ten miles below the 
bluff point. In this flat ion we w'ere vifited by many of 
the natives, who attended us all the morning: their 
company was highly acceptable to us, as they brought 
with them a quantity of fine falmon, which they ex¬ 
changed for fome of our trifles. Several hundred weightof 
it was procured for the two (hips. The mountains now, 
for the firft time after our entering the river, were free 
from clouds, and w^e faw a volcano in one of thofe on 
the weflern fide. Its latitude is 60 deg. 23 min. and it 
is the firfl high mountain north of Mount St. Auguflin. 
The volcano is near the fummit, and on that part of the 
mountain next the river. It emits a white fmoke, but 
no fire. The wind continuing foutherly, wc flill tided 
it down the river. 

On Friday the 5th, in the morning, we arrived at 
the place where we had lofl our kedge anchor, which 
wc attempted, though unfuccefsfully, to recover. Be¬ 
fore our departure from hence, we were again vilited by 
fome of the natives in fix canoes from the caflern fliore. 
The points of their fpears and knives arc made of iron; 
fome of the former, indeed, are made of copper. Their 
fpears rcfcmble our fpontoons; and their knives, for 
which they have flicaths, arc of conliderable length. 
Except thefe and a few glafs beads, every thing wc faw 
am og them was of their own manufacture. A very 
beneficial fur trade might certainly be carried on with 
the natives of this vafl coafl: but without a northern 
palTagc, it is too remote for Great Britain to be bene- 
fitted by fuch commerce. It fliould however be noted, 
that almofl the only valuable Ikins, on this wefl fide of 
North America, are thofe of the fea-otter; their other 
2 


(kins are of an inferior qualitv. As thelkim 

by thefe people only for cloathing themfclves tl,"'''''''' 
haps, are not at the trouble of drclling more ot if'"’’ 
than they retjuire for ihis purpofe. Thi? io ^ 
the chief caufe of their killing the animals 
ceive principally their fupply of food from’ the fc/nl'i 

.ivers: but if thefe were acculVomed maconftam trad! 
W ith foreigners, fuch an incercoiiife would increafe tK 
w^ants, by acquainting them with new luxuries 
enabled to purchate which, they would become m ^ 
afliduous in procuring Ikins; and in this couiitr\' ^5^ 
out doubt, a plentiful fupply might be obtained ’ 
This day, the ebb tide making in our favour w. 
weighed, and with a gentle breeze at S. W. plied down 
the river: the flood obliged us to anchor again- but 
nc.xt morning of Saturday the 6th we got under fail with a 

frefli breeze, pafled the Barren 1 Hands aboutcight o'clock 

A. M. and at noon Cape St. Hermogenes lx>re S S K* 
eight leagues diflant. We intended to go through the 
pallagc between the i Hand of that name and the main land 
but the w'ind loon after failed us; on which account wc 
abandoned the defign of carrying the Ihip throucrh that 
paflage: northward of it the land forms a bay,°a low 
rocky ifland lying olf the N. W. point. Some other 
illands, of a limilar appearance, are featrered along the 
coafl between here and Point Banks. At eight in the 
evening, St. Hermogenes extended from S. half E. to 
S. S. E. and the rocks bore S. E. diflant three miles. 
About midnight we palTcd the rocks, and bore up to 
the fouth ward; and on the 7 th at noon St. Hermogenes 
bore N. diflant four leagues. The fourhernmoft point 
of the main land lay N. half W. five leagues diflant. 
The latitude of this promontory is 5S deg. 15 min. and 
its longitude 274 deg. 24 min. It was named after ihc 
day in our calendar. Cape Whitfunday; and a large 
bay to the weft of it was called Whitfuntide Bay. At 
midnight we flood in for the land, and at feven in the 
morning of the eiglnh we were within four miles of it, 
and lefs than two miles from fome funken rocks, bear¬ 
ing W. S. W. Here we anchored in thirty-five fathoms 
water. To the weft of the bay arc fome fmall illands, 
To the fouthward the fea coafl is bw, with projeding 
rocky points, having fmall inlets between them. We 
were now in the latitude of 57 deg. 52 min. 20 fee. 
The land here forming a point, it was named Cape 
Greville, in lat. 57 deg. 33 min. long. 207 deg. 15 min. 
diflant from St. Hermogenes 15 leagues. On the 9ih, 
loth and nth, we continued plying up the coafl. 

On Friday the 12th, in the evening, the fog dur¬ 
ing up, we deferied land twelve leagues diflant, bearing 
W. and we flood in for it early the next morning. At 
noon an elevated point, which we called Cape Barnabas, 
in lat. 57 deg. 13 min. bore N. N. E. diflant ten miles. 
The point to theS. W. had an elevated fummit, which 
terminated in two round hills, and was therefore called 
Two-headed Point. At fix in the evening, being about 
midway between Cape Barnabas and Two-headed Point, 
a point of land was obferved bearing S. 69 deg. > • 
On the fourteenth, at noon, we obferved in lat. 50 deg. 
49 min. The land feen the preceding evening, now ap¬ 
peared like two iflands. Wc w^re up w-ith the foutn* 
ernmoft part of it the next morning, and perceived > 
to be an ifland, which we named Trinity Ifland. B les 
in lat. 56 deg. 36 min. long. 205 deg. diflant 
continent three leagues, between which rocks and ilia ^ 
are intcrCpcrfed. In the evening, at 
w ithin a league of the fmall iflands. The f; 
point of the continent, now in view', 

'frinity, it being a low point facing - ^ve 

Having re.^fon at this time to expcdl toggy 
ftretched out to. fea, and palled two or three roe j 
near the caft end of Trinity Ifland. This we "^ 5 ?^ 
and in the afternoon fleered wcfl-fouthcrly,'vic S 
at S. S. E. No land appearing on Monday the 
at noon, and the gale and fog increafing, 

W. N. W. under fuch fail as we could ^ jirong 
with; fcnfible of the danger of running ^ thick 

gale, in the vicinity of an unknown coafl ana 1 

tog. It was however become nccellary ta 
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rifle, when the wind was favourable to us; as we were 
convinced that clear weather was generally accompanied 
with wellcrly winds. 

On Tuefday, the 16th, at four o’clock, A. M. the 
fog being now difperfed, w^e found ourfelves, in a man¬ 
ner, (iirrounded with land. The extreme of the main, 
at N. E. was'a point of land we had feen through the 
fog, and was therefore named Foggy Cape. It is 
fituated in latitude 56 deg. 31 min. About nine 
a’clock, we difeovered the land to be an ifland, nine 
miles in circumference, in lat. 56 deg. 10 min. long. 
202 deg. 45 min. we named it Foggy I Hand ; and w e 
fiippofcd, from its fituation, that it is the ifland on 
which Beering had beftowxd the ffime appellation. 
Three or four iflands bore N. by W. A point, with 
pinnacle rocks upon it, bore N. W. by W. called Pin¬ 
nacle Point; and a cluflerof iflots, S. S. E. about nine 
leagues from the coaff. On the [ 7th. at noon, the con¬ 
tinent extended from S. W. to N. by E; the ncareft 
part dirtant 7 leagues : at the fiune diflance from the 
continent, a group of iflands was feen to the N. W. 
On the 18th we had clear, pleafant weather, and it was 
a calm the greateft part of the day. One of our people, 
on board a boat difpatchcd to the Difeovery, fliot a 
mod beautiful bird. It is fmallcr than a duck, and the 
colour is black, except that the fore part of the head is 
white : behind each eye, an elegant yellow'ifli-whitccren: 
arifes : the bill and feet are of a reddifli colour. 'I'he 
firft of thefe birds were feen to the fouthward of Cape 
Sr. Hennogenes ; after which we faw them daily, and 
frequently in large flocks. Wc w’ere alfo vifleed by 
moll of the other fea-fowls, that are ufually met with 
in the northern oceans ; and feldom a day palled with¬ 
out our feeing whales, feals, and other fllh of great 
magnitude. In the afternoon w'e fleered well, for the 
channel between the iflands and the continent. On Fri¬ 
day, the 19th, at day break, wc wxre not far from it, 
and perceived fevcral other iflands, within thofe w'c had 
already feen, of various dimcnfions. Between thefe 
iflands, and thofe wc had feen before, there appeared 
to be a clear channel, for which we fleered; and, at 
noon our latitude was 55 deg. 18 min. in the narrow eft 
part of the channel. Of this group of iflands, the 
large!]: was now upon our left, and is called Kodiak, as 
we were afterwards informed. Other iflands appeared 
to the fouthward, as far as an ifland could be feen. 
They begin in the longitude of 200 deg. 15 min. cafl, 
and extend about two degrees to the well ward. Molt of 
thefe iflands are tolerably high, but verry barren and 
rugged, exhibiting romantic appearances, and abound¬ 
ing with clilfs and rocks. Tlicy have fevcral bays and 
coves about them ; and fome frclh-water 11 reams de- 
feend from their elevated parts, but the land is not 
adorned w’ieh a Angle tree or bulh. Plenty of fnow 
Hill remained on many of them, as well as on thofe 
paits of the continent which appeared between the in- 
ncrmoll iflands. By four o'clock, in the afternoon, we 
had paired all the iflands to the fouth of us ; and foon 
after we had got through the channel, the Difeovery, 
which was two miles aflern, fired three guns, and 
Brought to, making a lignal to fpcak with us. A boat 
being fent off to her, returned immediately with Cap¬ 
tain Clerke. He informed the commodore, that Ibme 
natives in three or four canoes, having followed his fliip 
for fome time, at lafl got under the flern ; one of whom 
made many figns, having his cap ofl', and bowing in 
the European manner. A rope was then handed down 
ftom the Ihip, to which he fallcncd a thin wooden box, 
and after he had made fome more gefticulations, the 
canoes left the Difeovery. Soon after the box was 
opened, and found to contain a piece of paper, carefully 
lolded up, whereon fome writing appeared, which was 
fuppofed to be in the Ruffian language. To this writing 
''as prefixed the date of 1778. and a reference was 
made therein to the year 1776. Though unable to dc- 
^ypher the alphabet of the writer, we were convinced 
his numerals, that others had preceded us in viliting 
thefe dreary r^ions. At firft Captain Clerke imagined, 
that fomcRulflans had been fliipwrccked here; and that 
feeing our fhips, thefe unfortunate perfows were'induced 
No. 67. 


thus to inform us of their fituation. Deeply imprefled 
with loiuimcnis of humanity on this occalion, he was 
in hopes the lUTolution would have flopped till they 
had time to join us but no fuch idea ever occurred to 
Captain Cook. If this had really been the cafe, he 
fuppofed, that the firfl Ilep fuch perfons would have 
taken, in order to fecure relief, would have been, to 
fend ^^»mc of their people off to the fhips in the canoes. 
He, therefore, rather thought the paper was intended 
to communicate fome information, from a Rufllan 
trader, who had lately vifitcd thefe iflands, to be deli¬ 
vered to any of his countrymen who fhould arrive; and 
that the natives, fuppofingus to be Uuflians, had brought 
ofl the note. In confcquence of this opinion, the 
Captainordered fail to be made, and we fleered w'cft- 
ward. At midnight, wx beheld a vafl flame afeend 
from a burning mountain, and obferved fevcral fires 
within land. 

On Saturday, the 20th, at two o’clock A. M. fome 
breakers were feen, diflant two miles; others appeared 
a-hcad; on our larboard fide they were innumerable; 
and alfo between us and the land. Wc cleared them, 
though with difficulty, by holding a fouth courfe. Thefe 
breakers w ere produced by rocks, many of which w ere 
above water; they arc very dangerous, and extend feven 
leagues from land. We got on the outfide of them 
about noon, when wx obferved in latitude 54 deg. 44 
min. longitude 198 deg. The ncareft land w as an ele¬ 
vated blufl’ point, which we called Rock Point. It 
bore N. diflant 8 leagues; and a high round hill, called 
Halibut Head, boro S. W. diflant 13 leagues. On the 
2ifl, Halibut Ifland extended from N. by E. toN. W. 
This ifland is feven leagues in circumference,and except 
the head, is very low and barren. We were kept at 
fuch a diltancc from the continent, by the rocks and 
breakers, that wx had but a very inipcrfcdl view of the 
coall between Halibut Ifland-and Rock Point. We 
could, however, perceive the main land covered with 
fnow; particularly fome hills, whofe elevated tops 
towered above the clouds to a moft flupendous height; 
A volcano was fccnonthe moft fouth-vveflerly of thefe 
hills, which perpetually threw up immenfe columns of 
black finoke: it is at no great diflance from the coafl, 
and lies in the latitude of 54 deg. 48 min. and in longi¬ 
tude 195 deg. 45 min. Its figure is a complete cone, 
and the volcano is at the fummit of it: remarkable as 
it may appear, the wind, at the height to which the 
fmoke of the volcano rofe. often moved in an oppolitc 
dircdlion to what it did at fea, even in a frclh gale. In 
the afternoon, having three hours calm, upwards of 
100 halibuts wxre caught by our people, fome of which 
weighed upwards of a hundred pounds, and none of 
them Icfs than twenty each. They wxre highly accept¬ 
able to us. We filbed in jS fathoms water, about four 
miles diflant from the fliore; during which time, we 
were vifited by a man in a fmall canoe, who came from 
a large ifland. When he drew near to the fhip, he iin- 
covered his head and bowxd, as the other had done-the 
preceding day, when he came off to the Difeovery. It 
appeared very plain to us, that the Rulfians had forne 
communication with thefe people, not only from their 
politends, but from an additional proof that we now^ 
wxre favoured with: for our new vifltor had on a pair of 
green cloth breeches, and a jacket of black cloth, un¬ 
der the frock of his own country. He had with him a 
grey fox fkin, and fome fifliing implements: alfo a 
bladder, wherein was fome liquid, which wx fuppofed 
to be oil: he opened it, drank a mouthful, and then 
clofcd it up again. His canoe was fmallcr than any one 
of thofe wx had feen before, though of the fame con- 
flrudion: like others who had vifitcd the Difeovery, 
he ufed the doublc-bladed paddle. His features re- 
fcmblcd thofe of the natives of Prince VVilliam’s Sound, 
but he was pcrfedlly free from any kind of paint; and 
his lip had been perforated in an oblique diredion, but 
at this vifit he had not any kind of ornament Ln it. 
Many of the words frequently ufed by the natives of 
the Sound, were repeated to him, but he did not feem 
to underfland any of them, owing cither to his igno¬ 
rance of the dialect, or our erroneous pronunciation. 
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On Monday, the 22d, the wind fhifted to the S. E. and, 
as ufual, was attended with thick rainy weather. In 
the evening, fearing we might fall in with land, we 
hauled to the foiithward, till two the next •morning, 
and then bore away weft; yet we made but little 
way. At five o’clock P. M. w'c had an interval of fun- 
flune, when we faw land bearing N. 59 deg. W. On 
Wednefday, the 24th, at fix o’clock A. M. we faw the 
continent; and at nine it extended from N. by E. to S. 
W. byW. the neareft part diftant four leagues. The 
next morning we had clear weather, infomuch, that we 
clearly faw the volcano, the other mountains, and all 
the main land under them. A large opening was like- 
wife feen between fcveral iflands and a point of the 
land. Wcnowftcercd to the fouthward; when, hav- 
ing got without all the land in fight, we fteered w'cft, 
the illands lying in that diredion. By eight o’clock 
we had pafled three of them, all of a good height; and 
more were now^obferved to the weftward. In the af¬ 
ternoon, the weather became gloomy, and afterwards 
turned to a mi ft, the wind blowing frefh at eaft, we 
therefore hauled the wind to the fouthward till day 
break, on Friday the 26th, when we refumed our courfe 
to the w’cft. Wc derived but little advantage from day¬ 
light, the weather being fo thick that we could not dif- 
cover objecfts’at ihcdiftance of a hundred yards; but as 
the wind was moderate, wc ventured to run. About 
half an hour after four, the found of breakers alarmed 
us on our larboard bow. Wc brought the ftiip to, and 
anchored in twenty-five fathoms water. The Difeo- 
very who was not far diftant anchored alfo. Some hours 
after, the fog being a little difperfed, we difeovered the 
imminent danger w'e had cfcaped. We were three 
quarters of a mile from the N. E. fide of an ifland: 
two elevated rocks were about half a league from us, 
and from each ocher. Several breakers alfo appeared 
about them; and yet Providence had fafely concluded 
the (hips through in the dark, between thofe rocks, 
which we lliouJd not have attempted to have done in a 
clear day; and to fo commodious an anchoring-place, 
w'hich, on account of our miraculous efcape, received 
the name of Providence Bay. During the night, the 
wind blew frefh at fouth, but in the morning was more 
moderate, and the fog, in a great meafure difperfed. 
At feven o’clock, wc weighed, and fteered between the 
ifland near which we had anchored, and a fmall one not 
far from it. The breadth of the channel does not ex¬ 
ceed a mile, and the wind failed before we could pafs 
through it. We were therefore glad to anchor in 34 
fathoms water. Land now prefented itfelf jn every di- 
redlion. That to the fouth extended, in a ridge of 
mountains, to theS. W. which we afterwards found to 
be an ifland, called Oonalaflika. Between this, and the 
land to the north, which we fuppofed to be a group of 
iflands, there appeared to be a channel in a N. W. di- 
rc<flion. Gna point, weft from the ftiip, and at a dif- 
tanceof three quarters of a mile, we perceived fcveral 
natives and their habitations. To this place wc faw 
two whales towed in, which wc fuppofed had^uft been 
killed. A few of the inhabitants came off, at different 
times, to the ftiips, and engaged in a little traffic with 
our people, but never continued with us above a quar¬ 
ter of an hour at a time. They feemed, indeed, re¬ 
markably ftiv; though wc could readily difeover they 
were not unacquainted w ith vcfleb, fimilar, infome de¬ 
gree to ours. Their add refs expreffed a degree of po- 
litencfs which we had never experienced among any of 
the favage tribes. Being favoured, about one o’clock, 
P. M. with a light breeze, and the tide of Hood, we 
weighed, and directed our courfc to the channel laft 
mentioned; expecting when wc had paffed through, 
cither to find the land trend away to the northward, or 
that welkould difeover a paffage out to fea, to the weft; 
and we foon found wc were right in our conjedures. 
After wc had got under fail, the wind veered to the N. 
and wc were obliged to ply. In the evening, the ebb 
made it ncceftary for us to anchor within three leagues 
of our laft llation. 

On Sunday, the 28ch, at day-break, we got again under 
fail, and were wafted up the paffage by a light breeze 


all direaions. We had, however rrauidHT' 
favour, and the Refolution got throuch ln-rn ' 
made. The Difeovery was%ot cS tnun" 
flie was earned back, got into the raw and f "'!'"' 
difficulty in. getting clear of it. Being now 
channel, we obferved the land on one lidc 
W. and S. W. and that on the other ftde to N 
encouraged us to hope that the continent had 
new diredion in our favour. Finding ourwatft 
ffiort, and expeaing lo be driven about in a rapid tide" 
Without wind fufficient to govern the ftiip, wc 1 ’ 
a harbour on the fouth fide of the paflac^e bur u- 
driven beyond it; and, that wc might nSt^bc forr a 
back through the paflage, anchored near the folthcm 
ftiorc, in 28 fathoms, and out of the reach of the ftrona 
tide, though even here it ran five knots an hour l! 
t^his ftation we were vifitcd by fcveral of the natives in 
feparatc canoes. They bartered fome fifliing in,nle 
ments for tobacco. A young man among them overh 
his canoe, while he was along fide of one of o6r boats 
He was caught hold of by one of our people, but the 
canoe was taken up by one of his countrvmcn,'and car 
ned afhore. In confcqucncc of this accident, the vouih 
was obliged to come into the ftiip, where be accepted 
an invitation into the cabin, without any furprize or 
embarraffment. He had on an upper garment, refem- 
bling a ftiirt, made of the gut of a whale, or fome other 
large fea-animal. Under this he had another of the 
fame form, made of the Ikins of birds with the feathers 
on, curioufty fewed together; the feathered fide placed 
next the fkin. It was patched with fcveral pieces of 
filk ftutf; and his cap was cmbcllifticd with glafs beads. 
His cloaths being wet, we furnifticd him with fome of 
our own, which he put on with as much readinefsaswe 
could have done. From the behaviour of this youth, 
and that of feveral others, it evidently appeared tliat 
thcle people were no ftrangers to Europeans, and to 
many of their cuftoms. Something in the appearance 
of our ftiips, however, greatly excited their curiofity; 
for, fuch as had not canoes to bring them off^alTembled 
on the neighbouring hills to have a view of them. .At 
low' water wc towed the ftiip into the harbour, where 
we anchored in nine fathoms water, the Difeovery ar¬ 
riving foon after. A boat was now fent off to draw the 
feine, but we caught only a few' trout, and fome other 
fmall fifti. We had fcarce anchored, when a native of 
the ifland brought another note on board, fimilar to 
that which had been given to Captain Clcrkc. He 
prefented it to our Commodore, but as it was written in 
the Ruffian langujige neither he, nor any of our com¬ 
pany, could read it. As it could not be of any ufc to 
us, and might be of confcqucnce to others, Captain 
Cook returned it to the bearer, accompanied with a 
few prefents; for which he expreffed his thanks, as he 
retired, by fcveral low bows. On the 29th we faw 
along the ftiore, a group of the natives of both fexw, 
feared on the grafs, partaking of a repafi: of raw fifli» 
which they feemed to rclifti exceedingly. ^^5 
detained by thick fogs and a contrary wind, till fhun- 
day the 2d of July, in this harbour. It is called by the 
natives Samganoodha, and is fituated on the north hac 
of the iftand of Oonalaflika, in lat. 53 deg. 55 
long. 193 deg. 30. min. and in theftrait which feparat^ 
this iftand from thofe to the north. It is about a nii c 
broad at the entrance, and runs in about four im c 
S. by W. It narrows tow’ards the head, the , 
there nor exceeding a quarter of a mile. Plenty r 
water may be procured here, but not a ftick of woou 
any kind. . 

On Thurfday, the 2d of July, we fteered 
harbour of Samganoodha^ having a -k- 

S. S. E, to the northward, and met with po- 

ftrud our courfc: for on the one fide the Ifie 
laflika trended S. W. and on the other, no land w 
be feen in a diredion more northerly than -pf 
which land was a continuation of the 
iflands that wc had fallen in with, on ggni- 

preceding month. That which is fituated betor 
ganoodha, and conftitutes the north-eaftern 




























































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


pgffage, through which we came, is called Oonella; 
aiid its circumf-'rcnce is 21 miles. Another ifland, lying 
to the northward of it, bears the name of Acootan : it 
is much fuperior in fize to Oonella, and has in it fome 
very lofty mountains, at this time covered with fnow. 
It appeared that we might have pafTed with great (iifcty 
between thefe two iflands and the continent, whofe 
fouth-weftern point opened off the north-caftern point 
of Acootan, and proved to be the fame point of land 
that we had difeerned when we left the coafl: of the con¬ 
tinent, the 25th of June, in order to go without the 
iflands- It is called by the natives Oonemack; and is 
fltuated in lat. 54 deg. 30 min. long. 192 deg. 30 min. 
£. Over the Cape, which is high land, we perceived 
a round elevated mountain, at prefent covered with 
fnow. At fix o’clock A. M. this mountain bore E. 
2 deg. N. and tw'o hours afterwards not any land was to 
be feen. Concluding, therefore, that the coaft of the 
continent had now inclined to the north-caftward, we 
fleered the fame courfe till one o’clock the following 
morning, when the watch ftationed on deck gave inti¬ 
mation of their feeing land. Upon this w'e wore, and 
for the fpace of about two hours flood towards the S. W. 
after w'hich w^e renewed our courfe to the E. N. E. At 
fix we difeovered land a-hcad, bearing S. E. diflant five 
leagues. As we advanced we difeovered a connedled 
chain of land. At noon we perceived that it extended 
from S. S. W. to E. the part neared to us being at the 
diftanceof five leagues. We now obferved in lat. 55 
deg. 21 min. long. 195 deg. 18 min. E. At fix o’clock 
A. M. we founded, and found a bottom of black fand, 
at the depth of 48 fathoms. At this time we were four 
leagues from the land, and its eadern part in light was 
in the direction of E. S. E. to appearance an elevated 
round hummock. 

On Saturday the 4th, at eight o’clock, A. M. we faw 
the coaft from S. S. W-. and E. by S. and at intervals we 
could difeern high land behind it, covered with fnow. 
Soon after we had a calm, when all hands were employed 
in filhing; and as our people were now put on two thirds 
allowance, what each catched he might eat or fell. For¬ 
tunate for them, they caught fome tons of fine filh, 
which proved a mod feafonable fupply; for the fhip 
rovifions, what with fait and maggots eating into the 
eef and pork, and the rats and the weavils devouring 
the heart of the bread, the one was little better than pu¬ 
trid flefli, and the other, upon breaking, would crumble 
into dud. Among the fifli we caught with hook and 
line, were a great number of excellent cod. At noon 
wc had an caderly breeze and clear weather, when we 
were about fix leagues from the land, which extended 
from S. by W. to E. by. S. and the hummock, feen the 
preceding evening, bore S. W. by S. nine leagues 
didant. A great hollow fwell convinced us, that there 
was no main land wed ward near us. At lix o’clock, 
P. M. we fleered a noitherly courfe, when the wind 
veering to the S. E. enabled us to deer E. N. E. The 
coad lay in this dirciflion, and the next day, at noon, 
was four leagues didant. On the 6th and 7th wc made 
but little way, the wind being northerly. On Wednef- 
^ay, the 8th, the coad extended from S. S. W. to E. by 
N. and was all low land, and it is not improbable that 
this extends to a confiderable didance towards the S. W. 
and thatthofe places which we fometimes fuppofed to 
be inlets or bays, are nothing more than valleys between 
the mountains. This day we hooked plenty of fine cod. 

On Thurfday the 9th, in the morning, having a 
breeze at N. W. we deered E. by N. in order to make a 
Nearer approach to the coad. At noon we obferved in 
latitude 57 deg. 49 min. long. 201 deg. 33 min. E. at 
the didance of two leagues from land, which w’as ob¬ 
ferved to extend from S. by E. to N. E. being all a low 
coad, with poi^s projecting in fcveral places. In ad¬ 
vancing towarc^ the N. E. wc had found that the depth 
of water gradually decreafed, and the coad trended 
more and more northerly; but we obferved the ridge 
of mountains behind it continued to lie in the fame 
direction as thofc that were more wederly; fo that the 
extent of the low land betw een the coad and the foot 

the mountains infiindbly incrcafed. Both the low 


and high grounds w'cre totally deditute of woodj but 
apparently covered with a green turf, the mountains 
excepted, which were covered w'ith fnow. As we pro¬ 
ceeded along the coad, with a light wederly breeze, 
the water fhoaled gradually from fifteen to ten fathoms, 
though >ve were eight or ten miles didant from the 
diore. About eight o’clock in the evening a lofty 
mountain, which had been fome time within fight, 
bore S. E. by E. didant twenty-one leagues* Several 
other mountains, forming the fame chain, and much 
further didant, bore E. 3 deg. N. The coad was feen 
to extend as far as N. E. half N. where it feemed to 
terminate in a point, beyond which it both our hope 
and expcclation that it would affumc a more eadcrly 
direction. But not long afterwards we perceived low 
land, that extended from behind this point, as far as 
N. W. by W. where it w^as lod in the horizon ; and 
behind it w'e difeerned high land, appearing in hills 
detached from each other. Thus the fine profped: we 
had of getting to the northward, vanifhed in an indant. 
We dood on till nine o’clock, and then the point be¬ 
fore-mentioned was one league didant, bearing N. E. 
half E. Behind the point is a river, which, at its en¬ 
trance, feemed to be a mile in breadth. The water 
appeared fomewhat difcploured, as upon flioals; but a 
calm would have given it a fimilar afpecl. It feemed 
to rake a winding direclion, through the extcnfive flat* 
which lies between the chain of mountains towards the 
S. E. and the hills to the north-wed ward. It abounds, 
we apprehend, with dilmon, as many of thofe fifli were 
feen leaping before the entrance. The mouth of this 
river, w'hich we didinguifhed by the name of Bridol 
River, lies in lat. 58 deg. 27 min. and in long. 201 deg. 
55 min. E. 

On the loth at day-break v/e made fail to theW.S.W; 
w ith a light breeze at N. E. At eleven o’clock A. M. 
thinking that the coad towards the N. W. terminated 
in a point, bearing N. W. by W. we deered for that 
point, having ordered the Difeovery to keep a-hcad; 
but before that vedcl had run a mile, die made a fignal 
for dioal water. At that very time w^c had the depth 
of feven fathoms, yet before wc could get the head of 
our diip the other w'ay, w'c had Id's than five; but the 
Difeovery’s foundings were led than four fathoms. 
We now dood back three miles to the N. E. but ob- 
ferving a drong tide fetting to the W. S. W. in a di- 
re£lion to the fhoal, we brought the Ihips to anchor in 
ten fathoms, over a fandy bottom. Two hours after 
the water fell upwards of two feet, which proved that 
it was the tide of ebb that came from Bridol River. 
In the afternoon, the wind having fliiftcd to the S. W. 
W'e weighed at four o’clock, and made fail towards the 
S. having fcveral boats a-head employed in founding. 
When we had pafled over the fouth end of the fhoal, 
in lix fathoms w'ater, we afterwards got into fifteen fa¬ 
thoms, in which wc let go our anchors again between 
eight and nine in the evening; fome part of the chain 
of mountains on the fouth-eadern diore being in fight, 
and bearing S. E. half S. and the mod wederly land on 
the other fliore bearing N. W. In the courfe of this 
day wc had deferied high land w'hich bore N. 60 deg. W. 

On Saturday the 11 th, at two o’clock A. M. we 
w'eighed anchor, with a gentle breeze at S. W. by W* 
and plied to windward till nine, when judging the 
flood tide to be againd us, we anchored in twenty-four 
fathoms. At one o’clock P. M. the fog, that had this 
morning prevailed, difperfing, and the tide becoming 
favourable, w'e weighed and plied to the fouth-wed- 
ward. Towards the evening we had fome thunder. 
We had heard none before from the time of our arrival 
on tlris coad, and what we now' heard was at a great 
didance. In the morning of the 12th we deered a 
N. W. courfe, and at ten o’clock faw the continent. 
At noon it extended from N. E. by N. to N. N. W. 
quarter W. and an elevated hill appeared in the di- 
redion of N.N. W. didant ten leagues. This w’e found 
to be an idand, to which, on account of its figure. 
Captain Cook gave the name of Round Ifland. It is 
fituated in the latitude of 58 deg. 37 min. and in lon¬ 
gitude 200 deg. 6 rain, E. didant from the continent 
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fcvcn miles. At nine in the evening, having fleered a 
northerly courfe to within three leagues of the fhore, 
we tacked in fourteen fathoms; tiie extremities of the 
coafl bearing S. E. half E. and W. We ftretched along 
ihore till two the next morning, when we fuddenlygot 
;nto fix fathoms water, being at the fame time two 
leagues from Ihore. After we had edged off' a little, 
our depth of water gradually increafed, and at noon 
we founded in twenty fathoms. Round Ifland at this 
time bore N. 5 deg. E. and the wcllern extreme of the 
coafl N. 16 deg. W. It is an elevated point, and hav¬ 
ing calm weather w hile we were off it, for this reafon 
it was named Calm Point. On the 14th and 15th, hav¬ 
ing little wind, we advanced but flowly. Ac times a 
a very thick fog came on. Our foundings were from 
t\Vcnty-fix to fourteen fathoms. We had pretty good 
fuccefs in hilling, for we caught plenty of cod and lome 
flat hill. 

On 1 hurfday the i6th, at five o’clock A. M. the fog 
Clearing up, we found ourfelves nearer the fhore than we 
cxpccled. Calm Point bore N. 72 deg. E. and a point 
about eight leagues from it, in a weflerly diredlion, bore 
^\3 E. only three miles diflant. Between thefe two 
points the coah forms a bay, in fcveral parrs of which 
the land could fcarcely be feen from the mafl-hcad. 
Another bay is on the north-weflern fide of the laft- 
mentioned point, between it and a high promontory, 
which now bore N. 36 deg. W. at the diflance of lix- 
tecn miles. About nine o’clock the Commodore dif- 
patched Lieutenant Williamfon to this promontory, 
with orders to go afiiore and obferve w'hat dire^flion 
the coafl took beyond it, and w hat might be the pro¬ 
duce of the country; which, when viewed from the 
Ihips, had but a flerile appearance. We here found the 
flood-tide fetting flrongly towards the N. W. along the 
coafl. At noon it was high water, and we call anchor 
at the diflance of twelve miles from the fliore, in twenty- 
four fathoms. About five in the afternoon, the tide 
beginning to make in our favour, we weighed, and 
drove with it, there being no wind. When Mr. Wil- 
liamfon returned, he reported that he had landed on 
the point, and having.afcended the mofl elevated hill, 
found that the mofl diflant part of the coafl in fight 
was nearly in a northerly dired:ion. He took poflef- 
fion of the country in the name of his Britannic Ma- 
jefly, and left on the hill a bottle containing a paper, 
on which the names of our fhips and of their com¬ 
manders, and the date of the difeovery, were inferibed. 
1 he promontory, which he named Cape New'enham, 
is a rocky point, of confidcrable height, and is feated 
in latitude 58 deg. 42 min. and in longitude I97 deg. 
36 min. E. Over, or within it, two lofty hills arife 
one behind another, of which the innermofl, or 
caflernmofl, is the highefl. The country, as far as 
Mr; Williamfon could difeern, produces not a Angle 
rree or fhrub. The hills were nalicd, but on the lower 
grounds there grew grafs and plants of various kinds, 
very few of which were at this time in flower. The 
Lieutenant met with no other animals than a doc with 
her fawn, and a dead fea-horfe or cow that lay on the 
beach : of the latter animals we had feen a confiderable 
number from the fliips. Cape Newenham is the north¬ 
ern boundaiy of the extenfive gulph or bay fituated be¬ 
fore the river Briflol, which, in honour of the Admi¬ 
ral, P!arl of Briflol, received from the Commodore the 
diflinction of Briflol Bay. CapeGoneemak forms the 
fouthern limit of this bay, and is eighty-two leagues 
d'illant, in the dirctflion of S. S. W. from Cape Newen¬ 
ham. At eight o’clock in the evening we fleered to the 
N. W. and 1^. N. W. round the cape, which at noon 
the next day was four leagues dill a nr, bearing S. by E. 
'Phe mod ivdvanccd land towards the north, bore N. 

30 deg. E. and the neared part of the coafl was three 
leagues and a half diflant. During the afternoon there 
tvcM but little wind, fo that by ten o’clock in the even- 
uig wc had only proceeded thfee leagues on a northerly 
toiirlc. 

Saturday the i8ih, at eight o’clock A. M. we were 
fleering N. by W. when the depth of water fuddenly 
♦^ccreafed to fcvcn and five fathoms; on which account 


rent a-head to found, and then wc fleered 
At noon, when the u atcr deepened to feventwn r 
Cape Newenharn was twelve leagues Hi a 
S. 9 deg. E. the north-eaflern extremity of ?{,' ^“""8 
light bofe N. 66 deg. E. and the diflance of thV“"‘‘ 
fliorc was four leagues. Our latitude was m 
min. N. Before one o'clock the boats a hwH 
the fignal for flioal-water. They had only tu^ rf? ’*'"' 
but at the fame time the fliips were in fix R 
more to the north, we continued nearly in rh r 
depth till between five and (ix o'clock when ™ e ' 
finding lets and lefs water. Captain Cook made 
nal to the Difeovery, which was then , 

anchor, and both fhips (bon came to. In hrinJ? 
the Refolution, her cable parted at the clinch 
we were oblipl to make ufe of the other anchor 
rode m 6 fathoms water, over a bottom of fand u 
diflance of about five leagues from the continent ri 
Newenham now bore S. diflant i6 leagues. 7Vr 
thcfl hills we could perceive towards the north 
N. E. by E. and low land flretchcd out from tt 
elevated parts as far as N. by E. Without this S 
was a flioal of flones and fand, dry at half ebb 'A 
two mailers having been fent, each in a boat, to found 
between this flioal and the coafl, reported, on their re 
turn, that there was a channel, in which the foundings 
were 6 and 7 fathoms, but that it was rather narrow 
and intricate. At low water, w'e attempted to get a 
hawfer round the lofl anchor, but did not then fuccccd- 
however being refolvcd nor to leave it behind us while 
there remained the profped: of recovering it, wc per- 
fevered in our endeavours; and at length, in the even¬ 
ing of the 2oth, we had the defired fuccefs. While 
thus employed, the Commodore ordered Captain 
Clerke to fend hi^ mafler in a boat to fearch for a paf- 
fage in a S. W. dircc 1 :ion. He accordingly did fo, but 
could find no channel in that quarter; nor did it ap¬ 
pear, that there w'as any other way to get clear of the 
flioals, than by returning by the fame track in which 
we had entered: for though, by following the channel 
wc were now in, we might, perhaps, have got farthet 
dow'n the coafl; and though this channel might have 
probably carried us at lafl to the northward, clear of the 
flioals, yet the attempt would have been attended with 
extreme hazard; and, in cafe of ill-fuccefs, there would 
have been a great lofs of time, that w'e could not con¬ 
veniently fparc. Thefe rcafons induced the Commo¬ 
dore to return by the way which had brought us in, and 
thus avoid the flioals. The latitude of our prefent (la- 
tion, by lunar obfervations, was 59 deg. 37 min. p 
fee. N. and our longitude 197 deg. 45 min. 48 fee. E. 
The mofl northern part of the coafl that we could dif* 
cern from this flation, was fuppofed to be ficuate in 
lat. 60 deg. It formed, to appearance, a low point, 
to which was given the name of Shoal Nefs. The tide 
of flood fets to the northward, and the ebb tothefouth- 
ward: it rifes and falls five or fix feet upon a perpendi¬ 
cular, and wc reckon chat it is high water at eight 
o’clock on the full and change days. 

On Tuefday the 2ifl, at three o’clock A. M. having 
a gentle breeze at N. N. W. we fet fail, with three 
boats a-head employed in founding. Notwithflanding 
this precaution, we met with greater difficulty in re¬ 
turning than we had in advancing; and were at length 
under the ncceflity of anchoring, to avoid the danger 
of running upon a flioal that had only a depth of five 
feet. While we lay at anchor, twenty-feven Amen* 
cans, each in a feparate canoe, came off to the fhipS 
which they approached with (bme degree of caution* 
As they advanced they hallooed, and extended thcjr 
arms; thereby intimating, as we underflood, their 
peaceable intentions, and how cordially they were ready 
to receive us. Some of them at lafl came nearcnougn 
to receive a few trifling articles, which we thrc\v to 
them. This gave encouragement to the others 
turc alongfide; and a traffic quickly commence^' 
tween them and our people, who obtained 
vcffels, bows, darts, arrows, drefles of (kins, 
exchange for which the natives accepted 
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offered them. They appeared to be the fame fort of 
people with thofe we had met with all along this coafV; 
and they wore in their lips and nofes the fame forts 
of ornaments; but they were not fo well clothed, and 
were much more dirty. We thought them to be per¬ 
fectly unacquainted with any civilized nation; they 
were ignorant of the ufe of tobacco; nor did we obferve 
in their pofTefTion any foreign article, unlefs a knife may 
be confidered as fuch. This indeed was nothing more 
than a piece of common iron fitted in a handle made 
of wood, fo as to ferve the purpofc of a knife. How'- 
ever, thefe people underftood fo well the value and ufe 
of this inffrument, that it feemed to be almoll the only 
article they thought worth purchafing. The hair of 
moft of them was (haved, or cut fliort off, a few locks 
being left on one fide and behind. They wore for a 
covering on their heads, a hood of flcins, and a bonnet 
feemingly made of wood. One part of their drefs, 
which we procured, was a kind of girdle of fkin, made 
in a very neat manner, with trappings depending from 
it, and paffing between the thighs, fo as to conceal 
the adjacent parts. From the ufe of this girdle, it is 
probable, that they fometimes go in other refpeds na¬ 
ked, even in this high northern latitude; for it can 
fcarcely befuppofed that they wear it under their other 
cloathing. Their canoes were covered with fkins, .liKe 
thofe we had lately feen; but they were broade*, and 
the hole wherein the perfon fits was wider, than in* 
any of thofe we had before met with. Our boats re¬ 
turning from founding gave them fome alarm, lb that 
they all departed fooner than perhaps they otherwife 
would have done. 

On Wednesday the 22d, w^e got clear of the fiioals, 
yet we could not venture to ffeer tow'ards the well: dur¬ 
ing the night, but fpent it off' Cape New^enham. On 
the 23d, at day-break, we ftood to the northward, the 
Difeovery being ordered to go a-head. When we had 
proceeded two leagues, our foundings decrcafed to fix 
fathoms. Being apprehenfive, that, if we continued 
this courfe, w^e jfhould meet with lefs water, we hauled 
to the fouth. This courfe brought us gradually into 
18 fathoms water; upon which we ventured to ftecr a 
little w'efterly, and afterwards due well, when we at 
length found 26 fathoms. At noon, by obfervation, w-e 
were in lat. 58 deg. 7 min. long. 194 deg. 22 min. caff. 
We now ffecred W. N. W. the. depth of water increa- 
fing gradually to 34 fathoms. On Saturday the 25th, 
in the evening, having little wind, and an exceeding 
thick fog, w'e let go our anchors in 30 fathoms. At fix 
o’clock the next morning, the w'eather clearing up, w'c 
fet fail, and ftood to the northward. After we had pro¬ 
ceeded on this courfe for the fpace of nine leagues, the 
wind veered to the N. fo that w'e were obliged to fteer more 
wcfterly. On Tuefday the’2 8th, at noon, w’e had clear 
funftiinc for a few hours, during which feveral obferva- 


tions were made, which determined our lat. to be 59 
55 and our long. 190 deg. 6 min. but the 
timc-kecper gave 189 deg. 59 min. difference only 
7 min. On the 29th, in the morning, we difeovered 
land* bearing N. W. by VV. diftant 6 leagues. We 
ftood towards it till between ten and eleven, when we 
tacked in 24 fathoms, being then a league from the 
land, which bore N. N. W. It was the fouth-caftern 
extreme, and formed a perpendicular cliff of great 
height; upon which it received from the Captain the 
name of Point Upright. Its lat. is 60 deg. 17 min. 
long. 187 deg. 30 min. caft. More land was per¬ 
ceived to the weftward of this point; and, at a clear 
interval, we difeerned another portion of high land, 
bearing W. by S. and this feemed to be pcrfecftly fc- 
parated from the other. On Thurfday, the 30th, at 
four o’clock P. M. Point Upright bore N. W. by N. 
diftant 6 leagues. A light breeze now fpringing up 
at N. N. W. we ftecred to the north-eaftward till^ur 
the next morning, when the wind veered to the eaft; 
we then tacked, and ftood to the N. W. The wind, 
not long after, Ihifting to S. E. w’e ftecred N. E. by N. 
and continued this courfe w'ith foundings, fiom 3^ to 
20 fathoms, till noon the following day. 

Saturday, Auguft the ift, we obferved in lat. 60 deg. 
58 min. long. 791 deg. eaft. 7 'he wind now becoming 
north-eaftcrly, w^e firft made a ftretch of about ten 
leagues towards the N. W. and then, as we obferved 
no land in that dircdlion, we ftood back to the E. 
for the fpace of 14 or 15 leagues, and met with a con- 
liderable quantify of drift-wood. On the 2d, we had 
variable light winds, with fliowcrs of rain the whole 
day. In the morning of Monday, the 3d, we refumed 
our northward courlc. At noon, by obfervation, our 
lat. was 62 deg. 34 min. long. 192 deg. E. ’Between 
three and^ four o’clock this afternoon, Mr. Anderfon, 
Captain Cook’s furgeon of the Refolution, expired, af¬ 
ter he had lingered under a confumption upwards of a 
twelvemonth. He was a fenfiblc, intrlli^rent young 
man; an agreeable companion; had gaat ikfti in his 
profeftion; and had acquired a confiderable portion of 
knowledge in other branches offcicncc. Our readers wdll 
doubtlefs have obferved, how ufcful an aftiftant he had 
proved in the courfe of this voyage; and had it plcafcd 
God to have prolonged his life toa later period, the public 
might have received from him fuch communications on 
the various parts of natural hiftory of the feveral places 
he vifited, as would have abundantly ftiewn he was wor¬ 
thy of a higher commendation than w^e have here given 
him. His funeral was performed with the ufual cere¬ 
monies at fea; after which Mr. Law, furgeon of the 
Difeovery, was removed into the Refolution, and Mr. 
Samwcll, thefurgeon’s firft mate of the Refolution, was 
appointed to fuccced Mr. Law as furgeon of the Dit- 
covery. 


CHAP. XII. 


named to the memory of the ingenious Mr. Anderfon, Captain Cook's late furgeon, and friend—Remarks on Sledge 
Jjland, King's Ijland, and Cape Prince of Wales, the weflern extreme of America — I"be Refolution and Dijeovery anchor 
in a large bay on the Afiatic coa(i — I'he Commodore lands at a village—Interview with fome of the natives, the Tfchljki 
—A deferiptive account of them—Hhe Refolution and Difeovery quit the Bay—neir progrefs northward—Cape Mulgrave 
—Icy Cape—Deferipiion of Sea-horfes—Cape Lijbnrne—Unfuccefsftd attempts to get through the ice — Rerijarks — Arri^ 
valon the Coajl of Afia—'Cape North—Profecution of the Voyage deferred to the following year—Return from Cape North 
along the Coajl of Afta—Burney s Ijland—Several Capes a fid Bays deferibed—Steer for the Coajl of America-—An account 
of more Capes and headAand—Bjborough Ijland—Captain CooVs interview with a particular family — Mr. King vifts 
the fame—He is fent to examine the coiiji\ bis report,- and a defeription of the country, &c. — Norton* s Sound—Stewards 

Ijland'difeovered and defer ibed—Cape Stevens—Point Shallow-water — Shoals — Clerke*s Ijland — Gore's Pinnacle _ 

*The Refolution fpritigs a leak—The tzvo jhips arrive at Oonalafka—Interviezv with the natives and Ruffian traders-^ 
Mr. If?ny!off comes on board—Account of the Ijlands vifited by the Ruffians—Of their fettlement at Oonalajk'—A particu¬ 
lar Defer iption of the natives, their manufallures, repojitories of their dead, &c.—An account of the fijb, and other fea ani¬ 
mals—Water Fozvls—Land Birds — ^ladrupeds — Vegetables — Stones, ^c.—Refemblance of the inhabitants of this fide 
of America, to the Efqttmaux and Greenlanders — Obfervations. 


S OON after Mr. Andcrlbn had refigned his breath, 
we difeovered land to the weftward, diftant 12 
leagues. We fuppofed it to be an ifland; and 
^he Commodore, to perpetuate the memory of the d.c- 
♦ No. 68. ^ 


ceafed, for whom he had a very great regard, diftin- 
guifhed it by the name of Anderfon’s Ifland. On 
Tuefday, the 4th, at three in the afternoon, we faw land 
extending from N. N. E. to N. W. We ftecred to- 
7 ^ wards 
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wards it till four, when, being four or five miles difiant 
from it, we tacked; and, not long afterwards, the wind 
failing, we let go our anchors in 13 fathoms, over a 
Tandy bottom, at the diftance of about two leagues from 
land. Our lat. was now 64 deg. 27 min. N. and long. 
194 deg. 18 min. E. We could at intervals, difeern 
the coaft extending from E. to N. W. and an iOand of 
confiderable elevation, bearing W. by N. nine miles 
difiant. 1 he land before us, which we imagined to be 
the continent of America, appeared rather low next the 
Tea; but inland it rofe in hills, which feerned to be of 
a tolerable height. It had a greenifh hue, and was ap-. 
patently deftituteof wood, and free from fnow. While 
our fliips remained at anchor, we obferved that the tide 
of flood came from the eaftward, and let to the weft- 
ward, till betw'een the hours of ten and eleven; from 
which time, till two o’clock the next morning, the 
ftream fet to the E. and the w’ater fell three feet. The 
flood running both longer and ftronger than the ebb, 
we concluded that there was a wefierly current befides 
the tide. Wednefday the 5th, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, we ran down, and foon after anchored be¬ 
tween the ifland and the continent in feven fathoms. 
Not long after we had caft anchor, Captain Cook, ac¬ 
companied by Mr. King and fome other officers, 
landed upon the ifland. He hoped to have had from 
it a profpeeft of the coaft and fea towards the weft; 
but in that dirctftion the fog was fo thick, that the 
view was not more extenfive than it w'as from our 
fiiips. The coaft of the continent feerned to incline 
to the north, at a low point, named by us Point Rod¬ 
ney, which bore from the ifland N. W. half W. at the 
diftance of three or four leagues; but the high land, 
which afilimcd a more northerly diredlion, was per¬ 
ceived at a much greater difiance. The lat. of this 
ifland is 64 deg. 30 min. N. and its long, is 193 deg. 
57 min. E. It is about 12 miles in circumference. The 
furface of the ground principally confifis of large loofe 
ftoncs, covered in many places with mofs and other 
vegetables; of which 20 or 30 different fpecieswere ob¬ 
ferved, and moft of them were in flower. But the 
Captain faw not a tree or fhrub either on the ifland or 
upon the neighbouring continent. Near the beach 
where he landed, was a confiderable quantity of wild 
purflain, long-wort, peafe, &c. fome of which he took 
on board for boiling. He faw feveral plovers, and 
other fmall birds; a fox was alfo feen. He met with 
fome decayed huts, built partly under-ground. Peo¬ 
ple had lately been upon the ifland; and it is more 
than probable that they often repair to it, there being 
a beaten path from one end to the other. At a fmall 
difiance from that part'of the fliore where our gentle¬ 
men landed, they found a fledge, which induced Cap¬ 
tain Cook to give the ifland the appellation of Sledge 
Ifland. It appeared to be fuch a one as is ufed by 
the Rufllans in Kamtfchatka, for the purpofe of con- 
veying goods from one place to another over the fnow 
or ice. It was about 20 inches in breadth, and 10 feet 
in length, had a fort of rail-work on each fide, and 
was fiiod with bone. Its confirudlion was admirable, 
and its various parts were put together with great neat- 
nefs; fome with wooden pins, but for the moft part 
with thongs or lafliings of whale bone; in confcquence 
of which, the Captain imagined that it was entirely 
the workmanlhip of the natives. Wc weighed anchor 
at three o’clock A. M. of the 6th, and made fail to the 
N. W. with a light breeze from the fouthward. Hav¬ 
ing afterwards but little wind, and that variable, we 
made but a flow progrefs; and, at eight o’clock in the 
evening, finding the fhips getting into fiioal-water, we 
anchored in feven fathoms, our diftance from the coaft 
being about two leagues. Sledge ifland then bore S. 

51 deg. E. nine or ten leagues difiant. Soon after wc 
had let go our anchors, the weather, which had been 
mi fly, cleared up, and wc perceived high land ex¬ 
tending from N. 40 deg. E. to N. 30 deg. W. feem- 
ingly disjoined from the coaft near which we lay at 
anchor, which appeared to extend to the north-cafi- 
ward. We at the fame time faw an ifland bearing 
N. 81 deg. W. at the diftance of eight or nine leagues. 


It feerned to be of Imall extent, and was i* 
Ifland. VVe rode at anchor till eight the nevr 
ing, when we weighed, and fleered a N W 
The weather being clear towards the evening; 
tamed a fight of the norch-w’eftern land, difianr .k 
three leagues. We palTed the night in n^Sfc 
boards, the weather being rainy and mifty and rk 


wind inconfidcrable. Between" four and"fivcln 
morning of the 8th, we again had a fight of the N w 
land; and not long afterw'ards having a calm and h^’ 
ing driven by a current towards the Ihorc, wc thouphr 
proper to anchor in 12 fathoms water, at the diftanr^ 
of about two miles from the coaft. Over the w f 
tern extremity is a lofty peaked hill, fituatc in the loi^" 
of 192 deg. 18 min. E. and in the lat. of 6cdce 
min. N. A north-eafterly breeze fpringing up at eight 
o'clock, we weighed, and made fail to the fouth-eafi- 
ward, hoping to find a pafiage between this N. VV* 
land and the coaft, near which w'e had caft anchor iri 
the evening of the 6th. But wt quickly got into fevcii 
fathoms water, and perceived low land conncflincr the 
two coafis, and the elevated land behind it. ^Per- 
fuaded that the whole was a continued coaft, we no^y- 
tacked and fleered fbr its north-wefiern part, near 
which we anchored in 17 fathoms. The weather at 
prefent was very thick and rainy; but at four the next 
morning it cleared up, and enabled us to difeern the 
neighbouring land. A lofty fteep rock or ifland bore 
W. by S. another ifland to the northward of it, and 
confiderably larger, bore W. by N. the peaked hill 
before mentioned, S. E. by E. and the point that was 
under it, S. 32 deg. E. Under this hill is fome low 
land, extending towards the N. W. the extreme point 
of which was now about one league din;anr, bearing 
N. E. by E. Over it, and alfo beyond it, we obferved 
fome high land, which we imagined w'as a continua¬ 
tion of the continent. This point of land, which the 
Commodore diftinguifhed by the name of Cape Prince 
of Wales, is the weftern extreme of all America hi¬ 
therto known. It ftands in the long, of 191 deg. 45 
min. E. and in the lat. of 65 deg. 46 min, N. Wc 
fancied that we faw fome people on the coaft; and per¬ 
haps we w’cre not miftaken in our fuppofition, as 
fome elevations like ftages, and others rcfembling huts, 
w-€re obferved at the fame place. This morning, at 
eight o’clock, a faint northerly breeze arifmg, wc 
weighed anchor;' but our fails were fcarcely fet, when 
it began to blow and rain with great violence, there 
being at the fame time mifty w’cathcr. The wind and 
current were in contrary direiftions, raifing fuch a fea, 
that it often broke into the fliip. Having plied to 
wdndward with little cftedl till two o’clock in the af¬ 
ternoon, W'e ftood for the ifland which wc had per¬ 
ceived to the weftward, intending to caft anchor under 
it till the gale fliould abate. But upon our nearer 
approach to this ifland, we found that it was com- 
pofed of two fmall iflands, neither of which exceeded 
three or four leagues in circumference. As thcie 
could afford us little fhelter, we did not come to 
an anchor, but continued to ftrecch towards the vV* 
and about eight o'clock in the evening, we faw* land 
extending from N. N. W. to W. by S. the diftance 0 
the neareft part being fix leagues. Wc ftood on ti 
ten o'clock, and then made a board towards the b. 
order to pafs the night. ^ j 

On Monday the loth, at break of day, we 
our weftward courfe for the land feen by us 
ceding evening. At eleven minutes after feven 0 cl » 
it extended from S. 72 deg. W. to N. 

Betwixt the fouth-v/eftern'^xtremity, and a point 

ing W. fix miles diftant, the coaft forms a Ipa 

bay, in which wc dropped our anchors 

forenoon, about two miles from the northern * 

over a gravelly bottom, at the depth of 

The northern point of this bay bore N. 43 

fouthern point $.58 deg. W. the bottom 

N. 60deg. W. between two and threeleagucs 

tlwc two iflands that we had pafied 

w’crc at the diftance of 14 leagues, bearing N 7 

Er When ftecring for this bay wc obfervea, 
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north Chore, a village, and feme people, who feemed 
to have been thrown into confufion, or fear, at the 
fight of our vefle’s. We could plainly perceive perfons 
running up the country with burdens upon their fhould- 
ers. At this village Captain Cook propofed to land; 
and accordingly went with three armed boats, accom¬ 
panied by fome of the officers. Thirty or forty men, 
each of whom w^as armed with a fpontoon, a bow, and 
arrows^ (food drawn up on an eminence near the houfes; 
three of them came down towards the (hore, on the 
approach of our gentlemen, and were fo polite as to 
pull off their caps, and make them low bows. Though 
this civility was returned, it did not infpire them with 
fufficient confidence to wait for the landing of our party; 
for, the inftant they put the boats afhore, the natives re¬ 
tired. Captain Cook followed them alone, without any 
thing in his hand; and, by figns and geflures, pre¬ 
vailed on them to fiop, and accept fome trifling pre- 
fents: in return for thefe, they gave him two fox-fkins, 
and a couple of fea-horfe teeth. The Captain was of 
opinion, that they had brought thefe articles down 
with them for the purpofe of prefenting them to him; 
and that they would have given them to him, even if 
they had expccled no return. They feemed very timid 
and cautious: intimating their defire, by figns, that no 
more of our people fliould be fuflfered to come up. On 
the Captain^s laying his hand on thefhoulder of one of 
thehi, he darted back feveral paces; in proportion as 
he advancedi they retreated, always in the attitude of 
being ready to makeufc of their fpears; while thofeon 
the eminence^ were prepared to fupport them with 
their arrow's. Infcnfibly, the Captain, and fw'o or 
three of his cottipanions, introduced themfelves among 
them. The didribution of a few beads among fome of 
them, foon created a degree of confidence, fo that they 
were not alarmed, when the Captain was joined by a 
few more of his people; and, in a fhort time, a kind 
of traffic was entered into. In exchange for tobacco, 
knives, beads, and other articles, they gave a few ar¬ 
rows, and fome of their, clothing; but nothing that our 
people had to offer, could induce them to part with a 
fpear or a bow. Thefe they held in continual readinefs, 
never quitting them, except at one time, when four or 
five perfons laid theirs down, while they favoured our 
party with a fong and a dance; and even then, they 
placed them in fuch a manner, that they could lay hold 
of them in a moment. Their arrows were pointed 
cither w'ith fione or bone, but very few of them had 
barbs; and fome of them had a round blunt point. 
What ufe thefe arc applied to, we cannot fay, unlefs it 
be to kill fmall animals without damaging the (kin. 
Their bows were fuch as we had obferved on the Ame¬ 
rican coafl:: their fpontoons, or fpears, were of iron or 
fieel, and of European or Afiatic workmanfhip; and 
confiderable pains had been taken to embellifli them 
with carving, and inlayings of brafs, and of a white 
metal. Thofe who flood with bows and arrow's in their 
hands, had the fpear flung by a leathern llrap over their 
right fhoulder. A leathern quiver, flung over their left 
ffioulder ferved to contain arrows; and fome of thefe 
quivers w'ere exceedingly beautiful, being made of red 
leather, on which was very neat embroidery, and other 
ornaments. Several other things, and particularly 
their cloathing, indicated a degree of ingenuity far fur- 
pafTing what any one would expedt to find among fo 
northern a people. 

The Americans we had feen fince our arrival on that 
coaft, had round chubby faces, and high cheek-bones, 
and were rather low of fiature. The people among 
w’hom w'e now were, far from refembling them, had 
long vifages, and were flout and well made: upon the 
whole, they appeared to be a very different nation. 
No women, nor children of either fex, were obferved, 
nor any aged perfons, except one man, whofe head w'as 
bald; and he was the only one who bore no arms: the 
others feemed to be fcle6l men, and rather under than 
above the middle age. The elderly man had a black 
mark acrofs his face, which w'as not perceived in 
^ny of the others; all of them had their ears perforated, 
and fome had glafs beads hanging to them. Thefe 


were the only fixed ornaments feen about them, for they 
wear none to their lips: this is another particular, in 
which they differ from the Americans we had lately 
feen. Their apparel confifted of a pair of breeches, a 
cap, a frock, a pair of boots, and a pair of gloves, all 
made of the fkins of deer, dogs, feals, and other ani¬ 
mals, and extremely well drelled; fome with the hair 
or fiir on, and others without it. The caps w'ere made 
in fuch a manner, as to fit the head very clofe; and bc- 
fides thefe caps, which were worn by moll of them, 
we procured from them fome hoods, made of dog- 
fkins, that were fufficiently large to cover both head and 
fhoulders. Their hair was apparently black, but their 
heads w'ere either fliaved, or the hair cut clofe off, and 
none of them wore beards. Of the few articles which 
they obtained from our people, knives and tobacco w'ere 
what they fee the moft value upon. 

In the village we faw both their winter and their fum^ 
mer habitations; the former are exadlly like a vault, 
the floor of which is funk below the furface of the 
earth. One of them, which Captain Cook examined, 
was of an oval figure, about twenty feet in length, and 
tw'elve or more in height; the framing confifted of 
wood, and the ribs of w’hales, judicioufiy difpofed, 
and bound together w'ith fmaller materials of the fame 
kind. Over this framing, a covering of ftrong coarfc 
grafs was laid, and that again was covered with earth; 
fo that on theoutfide, the houfe had the appearance of 
a little hillock, fupported by a wall of ftone, of the 
height of three or four feet, which was built round the 
two fidcs, and one end. At the other end of the ha¬ 
bitation, the earth w’as raifed Hoping, to walk up to 
the entrance, which w’as by a hole in the top of the 
roof, over that end. The floor was boarded, and un¬ 
der it was a fort of cellar, in which the Captain fawr 
nothing but water; at the end of each houfe was a 
vaulted room, \fhich he fuppofed w'as a ftore-room, 
Thefe ftore-rooms communicated, by a dark paflTage, 
with the houfe; and with the open air, by a hole in the 
roof, w'hich w'as even w'ith the ground one walked 
upon; but they cannot be faid to be entirely below 
ground; for one end extended to the edge of the hill, 
along which they were made, and which w'as built up 
with ftone. Over it flood a kind of fentry box, or 
tower, formed of the large bones of great fifti. Their 
fummer huts were of a tolerable fize, and circular, be¬ 
ing brought to a point at the top. Slight poles and 
bones, covered with the (kins of lea-animals, compofed 
the framing. Captain Cook examined the infide of one; 
there was a fire-place juft within the door, where a few 
wooden velTels were depofited, all very dirty. Their 
bed-places were clofe to the fide, and occupied about 
one-half of the circuit: fome degree of privacy feemed 
to be obferved; for there were feveral partitions, made 
with (kins. The bed and bedding confifted of deer- 
(kins, and moft of them were clean and dry. About 
the houfes w^ere ercifted feveral ftages, ten or twelve 
feet in height, fuch as wc had feen on fome paits of the 
American coaft. They were compofed entirely of 
bones, and were apparently intended for drying their 
fi(h and (kins, which were thus placed out of the reach 
of their dogs, of which they had great numbers. 
Thefe dogs are of the fox kind, rather large, and of 
different colours, with long foft hair, that refembles 
wool. They are, in all probability, ufed for the pur¬ 
pofe of drawing their (ledges in w inter; for it appears 
that they have (ledges, as the Captain faw many of them 
laid up in one of their winter huts. It is, likewife, 
not improbable, that dogs conftitute a part of their 
food, for feveral lay dead, which had been killed that 
morning. The canoes of thefe people are of the fame 
kind with thofe of the northern Americans, fome, both 
of the large and fmall fort, being feen lying in a creek, 
near the village. From the large bones of fi(h, and 
other fea-animals, it appeared* that the Tea furniflied 
them with the greater part of their fubfiftence. The 
country feemed extremely barren, as our gentlemen faw 
not a tree or (hrub. At (bme diftance towards the wreft, 
they obferved a ridge of mountains covered with fnow, 
that had fallen not long before. 
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C O M P L E 



Some of us at firO:, Tuppofcd this land to be a part 
of the iOand of Alafchka, laid down in Mr. Staehlin's 
map before mentioned ; but from the appearance of the 
coaft, the fituation of the oppofite fliore of America, 
and from the longitude, we fbon conjedlured that it 
was, more probably, the country of the Tfehutfki, or 
the caftern extremity of Alia, explored by Beering in 
the year 1728. In admitting this, however, without 
farther examination, we muft have pronounced Mr. 
Scaehlin’s map, and his account of the new northern 
Archipelago, to be either remarkably erroneous, even 
in latitude, or clfe to be a mere fiction; a judgment 
which wc would not prefume to pafs, upon a publica¬ 
tion fo refpei5lably vouched, without producing the mofi: 
declfive proofs. Our party having remained w'ith thefe 
people between two and three hours, they returned on 
board; and, foonafter, the wind becoming fouthcrly^ 
we weighed anchor, ftood out of the bay, and fleered 
to the N. E. between the coaft and the two illands. At 
noon, the next day, Augufl: 11, the former extended 
fromS. 80 deg. W. to N. 84 deg. W. the-latter bore S. 
40 deg. W. and the peaked hill, over Cape Prince of 
Wales, bore S. 36 deg. E. The latitude of the lliip 
was 66 deg. 5 min. N. the longitude 191 deg. 19 min. 
E. our foundings were 28 fathoms; and our pofltion 
nearly in the middle of the channel, betw een the two 
coafl:s,each being at the diftance of about feven leagues. 
From this ftation we fleered to the eaftw’ard, in order 
to make a nearer approach to the American coafl. In 
this courfe the water gradually flioaled; and there being 
very litttlc wind, and all our endeavours to encreafe 
our depth failing, we were obliged at lafl to caft anchor 
infix fathoms; which was the only remedy remaining, 
to prevent the (hips drving into more lhallow water. 
The nearefl part of the weflern land bore W. 12 leagues 
diftant; the peaked mountain over Cape Prince of 
.Wales, bore S. 16 deg. W. and the moft northern part 
of the American continent in fight, E. S. E. the diflance 
of the nearefl pait being about four leagues. After wc 
had anchored, a boat was difpatched to found, and the 
water was found to fhoal gradually towards the land. 
While our {hips lay at anchor, which was from fix to 
nine in the evening, we perceived little or no current, 
nor did we obferve that the water rofe or fell. A nor¬ 
therly breeze fpringing up, we weighed, and made fail 
to the weflward, which courfe foon brought us into 
deepwater; and, during the 12th, we plied to the 
northward in fight of both coafls, but w’e kept nearefl 
to that of America. On the 13th, at four in the after¬ 
noon, a breeze arifingat S. we fleered N. E. by N. till 
four o’clock the next morning, when, feeing no land, we 
direded our courfe E. by N. and between the hours of 
nine and ten, land appeared, which we fuppofed was a 
continuation of the continent. It extended from E. by 
S. to E. by N. and, not long afterwards, we deferied 
more land, bearing N. by E. Coming rather fuddenly 
into 13 fathoms water, at two in the afternoon, we made 
a trip ofl' till four, when we again flood in for the 
land; which, foon after, we faw, extending from N. to 
S. E. the nearefl part being at the diflance of three or 
four leagues. The coafl here forms a point, named by 
us Point Mulgrave, which is fituated in the latitude of 
67 deg. 45 min. N. and in the longitude of 194 deg. 

i min. E. The land feemed to be very low near the 
iea, but a little farther it rifesinto hills of a moderate 
height; the whole was free from fnow, and apparently 
deflitutc of wood. We now tacked, and bore away 
W. by W. but, in a fliort time afterwards, thick 
w’cather, with rain, coming on, and the wind increaf- 
ing, wc hauled more to the weflward. 

Saturday the 15th, at two o’clock A. M. the wdnd 
ycored to S. W. by S. and blew a flrong gale, which 
abated towards noon. We now flood to the N. E. till 
fix the next morning, when we fleered rather more 
eaflerly: in this run, w'C met with feveral fea-horfes, 
and great numbers of birds; fome of which refemblcd 
fiind-larks, and others were not larger than hedge- 
fparrows. We alfo faw fome {hags, fothat we judged 
we were not far from land; but, having a thick fog, wc 
could not exped to feeany; and as the wind blew flrong, 


it was not deemed prudent to continue a 
was mofl likely to bring us to ii. From tl 
this day, to fix o’clock in the morninir of th! 

,ing we fleered E. by N. a courfe which bL” 7 ' 
into fifteen fathoms water. We now fleered N r 
E. thinking, by fuch a courfe, to increafe our de't,^ 
water. But in the fpace of fi.x leagues, it llinfl.t “* 
Ji fathoms, which induced us to haul clofcV 
wind, that now blew at W. About twelve o'd ^ 
both fun and moon were clearly Icen at intervals^ i 
we made fome hafty obfervations for the 
which, reduced to noon, when the latitude wU -o 
33 min. N. gave 197 deg. 41 mm. E. The tinif 
keeper, for the fame tune, gave 198 deg. In the fore' 
noon, we pcrccivc.d a brightnefs in the northern hori¬ 
zon, like that refleded from ice, ufually called the 
blink. Little notice was taken of it, from a funpofi 
tion that it w'as improbable wc fliould fo foon mect^th 
ic(^. The fliarpnefs of the air, however, and gioomi- 
nefs of the weather, for the two or three preceding 
days, feemed to indicate fome fudden change. About 
an hour afterwards, the fight of an enormous mafs of 
•ice, left us no longer in any doubt refpeding the caufc 
of the brightnefs of the horizon. Between two and 
three o’clock, we tacked clofc to the edge of the icc, 
in 22 fathoms water, being then in the latitude of 70 
deg. 41 min. north, and unable to ftand on any farther, 
for the ice was pcrfedly impenetrable, and extended 
from W. by S. to E. by N. as far as the cyceould reach. 
Here we met with great numbers of fea-horfes, fome 
of which were in the water, but far more upon the 
ice. The Commodore had thoughts of hoifling out 
the boats to kill fome of thefe animals; but, the wind 
freflicning, he gave up the defign; and wc continued to 
ply towards the fouth, or rather towards the wefl, for 
the wind came from that quarter. Wc made no pro- 
grefs; for, at twelve on the 18th, our latitude was 70 
deg. 44 min. north, and we were almofl five'leagues fir- 
thcr to the eafl. \Ve were, at prefent, dole to tlic edge 
of the ice. which was as compact as a wall, and appeared 
to be at leafl ten or twelve feet in height; but, farther 
northward, it feemed to be much higher. Its furfacc 
was exceedingly rugged, and, in feveral places, we faw 
pools of water upon it. Wc now flood to the fouth, 
and, after running fix leagues, {hoalcd the water to fe¬ 
ven fathoms; but it foon increafed to the depth of nine 
fathoms. At this time, the weather, which had been 
hazy, becoming clearer, we faw land extending from 
S. to S! E. by E. at the diflance of three or four miles. 
The eaflern extremity forms a point, which was greatly 
encumbered with ice, on which account it was diflin- 
guilhcd by the name of Icy Cape. Its latitude is 70 
deg. 29 min. north, and its longitude 198 deg. 2p min. 
eafl. The other extreme of the land was loil m the 
horizon; and we had no doubt of its being a continua¬ 
tion of the continent of America. The Difeovery w- 
ing about a mileaflern, and to leeward, met with es 
depth of water than wc did; and tacking on that ac¬ 
count, the Commodore was obliged to tack alfo, to pre¬ 
vent reparation. Our prefent fituation was very cr- 
tical. Wc were upon a lee-fliorc in flioal water; an 
the main body of the ice to windward, was 
down upon us. It was evident, that if Jj- 
much longer becw’ccn it and the land, it would or 
afliore, uhlefs it fliould chance to take 
fore us. It appeared almofl to join the land to ee ^ 
and the only direiflion that was free from it w^ 
fouth weflward. After making a {hort boar 
north. Captain Cook made a fignal for the J:® 
tack, and his fliip tacked at the fame time. ^ 

proved in fome meafure favourable, fo that w , 

S. W. and S. W. by W. ^ • jhc 

Wednefday the 19th at eight in the mo 
wind veering to wefl, wc tacked to the nort w 
at twelve, the latitude was 70 deg. 6 mm- no ^ 
longitude 196 deg. 42 min. eafl. In this ^jps, 
had a confiderable quantity of drift icc abou 
and the main ice was about two leagues It 

Between one and tw^o, we got in with the c § 10- 

was Icis compact chan that which wc had 0 
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COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE-To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


wards Che north; but it was too clofe, and in too large 
pieces to attempt forcing the (hips through it. Welkw 
an amazing number of fea-horfes on the ice, and as 
we were in want of frefh provifions, the boats from 
each fliip were difpatched to procure fomc of them 
By feven in the evening, we had received, on board the 
Rcfolution, nine of thefe animals; which, till this time 
we had fuppofed to be (ea-cows; fo that we were greatly 
difappointed, particularly fome of the Tailors, who on 
account of the novelty of the thing, had been feaBing 
their eyes for fome days paft. Nor would they now 
have been difappointed, nor have known the differ¬ 
ence, if there had not been two or three men on board 
who had been in Greenland, and declared what ani¬ 
mals thefe were, and that no perfon ever cat of them 
Notwithflanding this, we made them ferve us for pro¬ 
vifions, and there were few of our people who did not 
prefer them to our fait meat. The fat of thefe animals 
is, atfirft, as fweetas marrow; but, in a few days it be¬ 
comes rancid, unlefs it is falted, in which Bate it will 
keep much longer. The lean flefli is coarfe and blackifli, 
and has a Brong tafte; but the heart is almoft as well 
tailed as that of a bullock. The fat, when melted, 
affords a good quantity of oil, w hich burns very well 
in lamps; and their hides, whicb arc of great thick- 
nefs, w’ere extremely ufeful about our rigging. 'I'he 
teeth, or tufks, of mod of them were, at this time, of 
a very fniall fize; even fome of the largcfl and oldefl of 
thefe animals, had them not exceeding half a foot in 
length. Mence we concluded, that they had lately flied 
their old teeth. They lie upon the ice in herds of 
many hundreds, huddling like fwine, one over theother; 
and they roar very loud; fo that in the night, or when 
the weather was foggy, they gave us notice of the vici¬ 
nity of the icc, before we could difeern it. We never 
found the whole herd fleeping, fome of them being con- 
ftanrly upon the w'atch. Thefe, on the approach of 
the boat would aw^ake thofe that were next to them ; 
and the alarm being thus gradually communicated, the 
whole herd would prefently be awake. However, they 
wercfeldom in a hurry to get away, before they had 
been once fired at. Then they would fall into the fca, 
one over the other in the utmofi: confufion; and, if we 
did not happen, at the firfl difeharge, to kill thofe we 
fired at, we generally loft them, though mortally 
wounded. They did not appear to us to be fo danger¬ 
ous as fome authors have reprefented them, not even 
when they were attacked. They are, indeed, more fo, 
in appearance, than in reality. Vafl multitudes of 
them would follow, and come clofe up to the boats; 
but the flafh of a mufket in the pan, or even the mere 
pointing of one at them, would lend them down in a 
moment. The female will defend her young one to 
the very lali, and at the cxpencc of her own life, whe- 
tner upon the ice or in the water. Nor will the young 
one quit the dam, though Ihe Ihould have been killed; 

Jo that, if you defiroy one, you arc fure of the other, 
ihe dam, when in the water, holds her young one be¬ 
tween her fore fins. Mr. Pennant, in his Synopfis of 
^ladrupcds, has given a very good defeription of this 
animal under the name of the Ar<^tic W alrus. Why it 
ould be called a fca-horfe, is difficult to determine, 
tmicis the word be a corruption of the Ruffian name 
Morfe; for they do not in the leaft rcfemble a horie. 

Jt IS, doubtlefs, the fame animal that is found in the 
ijulph of St. Lawrence, and there called a fca-cow. 
t IS certainly more like a cow than a horfe; but this re- 
crnblance confilfs in nothing buf the fnout. In flioit, 
animal not unlikea feal, but incomparably larger. 

I jl^'ngth of one of them, which was none of the 
arpit, was nine feet four inches from the fnout to the 
ail; the circumference of its body at the flioulder, was 
even feet ten inches; its circumference near the hinder 
ns Was five feet fix inches, and the weight of the car- 
without the head, Ikin, or entrails, was eight hun- 
and fifty-four pounds. The head weighed forty- 
^ c pounds and a half, and the fkin two hundred and 
r It may not be improper to remark, that, 

Qr before this time, we had often feen Hocks 

fouth. They were of two fpe- 


____ 

cics, the one much larger than the other. The larger 
brown colour; and of the fmall fort, either 
the duck or drake was black and white, and the other 
brown. Some of our people faid that they alfo faw 
geefe. This feenis to indicate, that there muft be land 
to the northward, where thefe birds, in the proper Tea- 
• on, find fhelter for breeding, and whence they were now 
on their return to a warmer climate. 

After wc had got our fea-horfes on board, \vc were, 
in a manner, furrounded with the ice; and had no 
means of clearing it, but by fleering to the fouthward, 
which we did till three o’clock the next morning, with 
a light wcfierly breeze, and, in general, thick, foggy 
weather. Our foundings were from 12 to 15 fathoms. 
We then tacked and flood to the northward till ten 
^lock, when the wind fliifting to the N. we flood to the 
W.S.Vy. andW. Attwo in the afternoon, we fell in with 
the main ice, and kept along the edge of it, being 
partly direified by the roaring of the fea-horfes, for we 
had an exceeding thick fog. Thus we continued failing 
till near rnidnight, whqn we got in among the lool? 
pieces of ice. The wind being eafierly, and tht fog 
very thick, we now hauled to the fouthward; and, at 
ten the next morning, the weather clearing up, we faw 
me American continent, extending from S. by E. to 
E. by S. and, at noon, from S. W. half S. to E. the dif- 
tance of the ncarefl part being five leagues. We were 
I prefent in the latitude of 69 deg. 32 min. N. and in 
the longitude of 195 deg. 48 min. E. and, as the main 
ice was not far from us, it is evident, that it now co¬ 
vered a part of the fea; which, a few days before, had 
been free from it; and that it extended farther towards 
the S. than where wc firfl fell in with it. During the 
afternoon vve had but little wind; and the mafler was 
fent \n a boat toobferve whether there was any current, 
but he found none. We continued to ficer for the 
American land till eight o’clock, in order to obtain a 
nearer view of it, and to fcarch for a harbour; but fee¬ 
ing nothing that had the appearance of one, we attain , 
flood to the N. with a gentle wcfierly breeze. At ^his 
time, the coafl extended from S. W. to E. the neareft 
part bcingat the diflance of four or five leagues. The 
fouthern extreme feemed to form a point, to which the 
name of Cape Lifburne was given. It is fituate in the 
latitude of 69 deg. 5 min. N. and in the longitude of 
194 deg. 42 min. E. and appeared to be tolerably high 
land, even down to the fca ; but there may be low land 
under it, which wemightnot then fee, being not Icfs than 
ten leagues diflant from it. In almofl every other part, 
as wc advanced to the north, we had found a lowcoafli 
from which the land rifes to a moderate height. The 
coafl no*v before us was free from fnow, exc^t in one 
or two places, and had a greenifh hue. But we could 
not difeern any wood upon it. 

Saturday the 22d, the wind was foutherly, and the 
weather for the mofl part foggy, with fomc intervals of 
funfiune. At eight in the evening, we had a calm 
which continued till midnight, when we heard the furge 
of the fea dafliing againfl the ice, and had many loofe 
pieces about us. A light piece now arofe at N. E. and 
the fog being very thick, we fleered to the S. to get 
clear of the ice. At eight the next morning, the fog 
difperfed, and we hauled towards the W. for the Com¬ 
modore finding we could not get to the N. near the 
coafl, by reafon of the ice, refolvcd to try what could 
be done at a diflance from it; and as the wind feemed 
to be fixed at N, he confidered it as a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity. In our progrefs to the weflward, the water gra¬ 
dually deepened to 28 fathoms. With the northerly 
Wind the air was fharp and cold; and we had fogs, fun- 
fliinc, Ibowep of fnow and fleet alternately. On the 
26th, at ten in the morning, we fell in with the ice 
At twelve, it extended from N. W. to E. by N. and 
feemed to be thick and compatfl. We were now by 
obfervation, in the latitude of 69 deg. 36 min. N and in 
the longitude of 184 deg. E. and it appeared that %^'e 
had no better profpedl of getting to the N. here, than 
nearer the fhore. We continued fleering to the W. 
till five in the afternoon, when we were, in fomc del 
gree, embayed by the ice, which was very clofc in the 
7 C N. W. 














N. W. and N. E. quarcer3> with a great quantity ol 
loofc icc about the edge of the main body. At this 
time, we had baffling light airs, but the wind foon • 
fettled at S. and increafed to a frefh gale, accompa¬ 
nied with fflowers of rain. We got the tack aboard, 
and ftrctched to the E. as this was the only diredHon in 
which the fca was free from ice. 

Thurfduy the 27th, at four o’clock, A. M. we tacked 
and flood to the weftward, and at feven o’clock in the 
evening, wc were clofe in with the edge ot the ice, 
which lay E. N. E. and W. S. W. as far in each cl 
thofc directions as the eye could reach. There being 
but little wind, Captain Cook went with the boats, to 
examine the flate of the ice. He found it confifting of 
loofc pieces, of various extent, and fo clofe together, 
that he could fcarcely enter the outer edge with a boat; 
and it was as impracticable for the Ihips to enter it, as 
if it had been fo many rocks. He particularly re¬ 
marked, that it was all pure tranfparent ice, except the 
upper furface, which was rather porous. It feemed to 
be wholly compofed of frozen fnow, and to have been 
all formed at fea. For, not to infill on the improba¬ 
bility of fuch prodigious mafles floating out of rivers, 
none of the produdlions of the land were found incor¬ 
porated, or mixed with it; which would certainly have 
been the cafe, if k had been formed in rivers, either 
great or fmall. The pieces of ice that formed the outer 
edge of the main body, were from forty to fifty yards in 
extent, to four or five; and the Captain judged, that 
the larger pieces reached thirty feet or more, under the 
furface of the water. He alfo thought it highly im¬ 
probable, that this ice could have been the produc¬ 
tion of the preceding winter alone. He was rather in¬ 
clined tofuppofc it to have been the produdlion of many 
winters. It w'as equally improbable, in his opinion,that 
the little that now remained of the fummer, could de- 
ftroy even the tenth part of w’hat now fubfifled of this 
great mafs; for the fun had already exerted upon it the 
full force and influence of his rays. The fun, indeed, 
according to his judgment, contributes very little to¬ 
wards reducing the e enormous maflTes. For though 
that luminary is above the horizon a confiderable 
while, it feldom fhines out for more than a few hours 
at a time, and frequently is not feen for feveral fuccef- 
live days. It is the wind, or rather the waves raifed 
by the wind, that brings down the bulk of thefe pro¬ 
digious mafles, by grinding one piece againfl another, 
and by undermining and wafhing away thole parts w’hich 
are expofed to the furge of the fea. This was mani- 
fefl, from the Captain’s obferving, that the upper fur- 
face of many pieces had been partly waflied away, 
while the bafe.or under part, continued firm for feveral 
fathoms round that w-hich appeared above water, like 
a fhoal round a high rock. Fie meafured the depth 
of water upon one, and found that it was 15 feet, fo that 
the Ihips might have failed over it. If he had not mea¬ 
fured this depth, he would have been unwilling to be¬ 
lieve, that there was a fuffleient w'eight of ice above the 
furface, to have funk the other fo nwjch below it. It 
may thus happen, that more ice is deflroyed in one tem- 
pefiuous fcafon, than is formed in feveral winters, and 
an endlefs accumulation of it is prevented. But that 
there is conflantly a remaining (lore, will be acknow¬ 
ledged by every one who has been upon the fpot. A 
thick fog, which came on while the Commodore was 
thus employed with the boats, haflened him aboard 
fooner than he could have wifiied, with oncfca-horfe to 
each Ihip. Our party had killed many, but could not 
wait, to bring them offl 'Ihc number of thefe animals, 
on all the ice that we had feen, is really aftoniffling. 
VVefpentthe night (landing oft* and on, among the 
drift ice, and at nine o’clock the next morning, the 
fog having in fomc degree difperfed, boats from each 
of the Ihips were difpatchcd for fea-horfes; for our 
people by this time began to rclifli them, and thofe w'e 
had before furmflied ourfclvcs with, were all confumed. 
Ar noon, our latitude was 69 deg. 17 min. N. our longi- 
tiide 1 83 deg. E. and our depth of water was 25 fa¬ 
thoms. At two in the afternoon, having got on board 
as many fea-horfes as were deemed fuffleient, and the 


wind frclheningat S. S. E. w'ehoifted in the Ivl! ‘ 

Iteered to the S. W. But being unable to wSeV“,^ 
ice upon this tack, or to go through it, ae m d ^ 
board to the eaftw'ard, till about eight o’clock ^ 
fumed our courle to the S. W. and were obliged 
midnight to tack again, on account of the ice N 
long after, the wind veering to the N. \V. andblnu itf^ 
a ft iff gale, we ftrctched to the S. W. clofe hauled 
Friday the 29th, in the morning, wefaw.he 
ice towards the N. and foon after, perceived Un,\ kJ 
ing S. W. by W. Ina fliorr time after this, 
was feen, bearing W. It fliewcd itfelf in two hills t 7 
fembling iflands, but foon the whole appeared con^ 
nested. As wc made a nearer approach to clie lancf 
the depth of water decrcafed very fall, fothat, at twelve 
o’clock, when we tacked, wc found only eight fathoms- 
being three miles from the coall, which extended from 
S. 30 deg. E. to N. 60 deg. W. the latter extremity 
terminating in a bluff point, being one of the hills men¬ 
tioned before. The weather was now' very hazy, with 
drizzling rain; but, foon afterwards, it cleared up, par¬ 
ticularly to the fouthward, weftward, and northward. 
This enabled us to have a tolerable view of the coall* 
which refemblcs, in every refpeifl, the oppofitc coall of 
America; that is, low land next the fca, with higher 
land farther back. It w'as totally dellitute of wWl* 
and even of fnow; but was, probably, covered with a 
moffy fubllance, that gave it a brownifti hue. In the 
low ground that lay between the fca and the high land, 
was a lake, extending to the fouth caftward farther than 
we could fee. As we flood off*, the mod wcfterly of 
the two hills above-mentioned, came open oft* the bluff 
point, in a N. W. dire(ft:ion. It had the appearance of 
an ifland, but it might perhaps be conne( 5 ;led with the 
other by low land, though wc did not fee it. And if 
that be the cafe, there is a tw'o-fold point, with a bay be¬ 
tween them. This point, which is rocky and llcep, re¬ 
ceived the name of Cape North. It is fuuated nearly 
in thelatitude of 68 deg. 56 min. N. and in the longi¬ 
tude of 180 deg. 51 min. E. The coaft beyond it 
doubtlcfs affumes a very wcfterly direclion; for wc 
could difeern no land to the northward of it, though 
the horizon was there pretty clear. Wilhing to fee 
more of the coaft to the weftward, we tacked again, at 
two in the afternoon, thinking we Ihould be able 10 wea¬ 
ther Cape North; but finding wc could not, the wind 
freftiening, a thick fog arifing, with much fnow, and 
being apprehenfive ot the ice coming down upon us, 
the Commodore relinquiftied thcdelign he had formed 
of plying to the weftward, and again flood off Ibore. 
The feafon w as now fo far advanced, and the time when 
the froft generally fets in was fo near, that Captain Cook 
did not think it confident w'ith prudence, to make any 
farther attempts to difeover a paffage into the Atlantic 
Ocean this year, in any dirctffion, fo fmall was tl^ pto- 
bability of fuccefs. His attention was now directed to 
the fearch of fome place, where wc might recruit our 
wood and water; and the objetft that principally occu 
pied his thoughts was, how he fhould pafs the winte, 
fo as to make fome improvements in navigation an 
geography, and, at the famctiiAc, be in a condition 
return to the northward the enfuing fummer, to pro 
cute his fearch of a paffage into the Atlantic. _' 
ing flood off till our foundings were 
wc made fail to the eaftward, alongthe coaft,'' 
wc were now pretty well convinced could only 
continent of Afia. The wind blowing freffl, an 
being, at the fame time, a thick mill, and a j 

fall of fnow, it was requifitc that we ^ 

with particular caution: we therefore brougnt » 
few hours, in the night. Early the next 
30th, wc fleered fuch a courfe as we judged m 
to bring us in with the land, being ’ .rt^jcly 

meafure, by the land; for tkc weather was 
thick and gloomy, with inceffant fhow'crs 0 
ten o’clock we obtained a fight of the coal, 
at the diftance of four miles, bearing 
terwards, our depth of water having decrca <. 
fathoms, W'e hauled off. A very low 
S. S. W, diftant two or three inil^^; to inc 
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which there feemed to be a narrow channel, that led 
into forne water which wc faw over the point. It is 
not improbable, that the lake above-mentioned com¬ 
municates here with the fea. At noon, the milV dif- 
perfing, we had a view of the coaft, which extended 
Irom S. E. to N. W. by W, Some parts of it were 
apparently higher than others; but the grcatefl part of 
it was rather low, with high land farther up the coun¬ 
try. It was almod entirely covered w'kh fnow, which 
had fallen very lately. We ranged along the coad, at 
the diftance of about two leagues, till ten o'clock in 
the evening, when we hauled off; but refunied our 
tourfe early on the following morning, when we had 
another view of the coaft, extending from W. to S. E. 
by S. At eight o’clock the eaftern part bore S. and 
was found to be an iftand, which at twelve was four or 
fve miles diftanr, bearing S. W. half S. It is of a 
moderate height, between four and five miles in cir¬ 
cumference, with a fteep rocky coaft. It is fituate in 
the lac. of 67 deg. 45 rnin. N. about three leagues 
from the continent; and is diftinguiftied in the chart 
by the appellation of Burney’s Ifland. The inland 
country about this part abounds with hills, fome of 
which are of confidcrable elevation. The land in ge¬ 
neral was covered with fnow, except a few fpots on the 
coaft, which ftill continued to be low, but fomewhat 
kfs fo chan farther towards the W. During the two 
preceding days, the mean height of the mercury in the 
thermometer had been frequently below the freezing 
point, and in general, very little above it; infomuch 
that the water in the velTcls upon deck, was often co¬ 
vered with a fheet of ice. We continued to fteer S. S. E, 
almoft in the direiftion of the coaft, till five o’clock 
in the afternoon, when we faw land bearing S. 50 
deg. E. which proved to be a continuation of the 
coaft. We hauled up for it without delay; and at ten 
in the evening, being a-breaft of the eaftern land, 
and doubtful of weathering it, we tacked, and made 
a board towards the W. till after one o’clock the next 
morning. 

Tuefday, the ift of September, wo again made fail to 
the E. 7 ’he wind was now -very unfettled, continually 
varying from N. to N. E. Between eight and nine, the 
eaftern extremity of the land was at the diftance of fix 
or feven miles, bearing S. by E. A head-land appeared 
at the fame time, bearing E. by S. half S. and not long 
after, wc could difeern the whole coaft that lay be¬ 
tween them, and a little ifland at fome diftance from 
it. The coaft now in fight feemed to form fevcral 
r<xky points, that were connedled by a low fiiorc, 
without any appearance of an harbour. At a diftance 
Irom the lea, many hills prefented themfclvcs to our 
view, the higheft of which were involved in fnow'; in 
other refpedts, the whole country had a naked afpedh 
At feven oVlock in the evening, two points of land 
beyond the eaftern head, opened off it in the direction 
of S. 37 deg. E. Captain Cook was now convinced 
of what he had before imagined, that this was the 
country of the Tfchutfki, or the north-caftern coaft of 
Afia; and that Becring had proceeded thus far in the 
year 1728; that is, to this head, which, according to 
Muller, is denominated Serdze Kamcn, on account of 
a rock upon it, that is of the figure of a heart. There 
are indeed many high rocks on this cape, fome one or 
other of w'hich may perhaps be fiiapcd like a heart. It isa 
promontory of tolerable height, with a fteep rocky cliff 
fronting the fea. Its lat. is 67 deg. 3 min. N. and 
its long. 188 deg. ii min. E. To the E. of it the 
coaft is elevated and cold ; but to the W. it is low, and 
extends N. W. by W. and N. N. W. and it is nearly 
of the fame direction all the way to Cape North. 

The depth of water is every where the fame at an 
equal diftance from the ftiorc; and this is likewife 
the cafe on the oppofitc coaft of America. The 
greateft depth we met with, as wc ranged along it, 

"as 23 fathoms. During the night, or in thick foggy 
"cather, the foundings are no bad guide to thofc who 
fail along either of thefc coafts. On the 2d, at eight 
*0 the morning, the molt advanced land to the fouth- 
caltward, bore 25 dbg. E, and, from this particular 


point of view, had an infular appearance. But the 
thick fiiowers of fnow that fell in quick fucccfiion, 
and fettled on the land, concealed from our fight at 
this time great part of the coaft. In a Ihort rime 
after, the fun, which w'c had not feen for near five 
days, broke out during the intervals between the fiiow- 
ers, by which means the coaft was in fome degree 
freed from the fog, fo that we obtained a fight of it, 
and found that the whole was conneded. The wind 
was ftill northerly, the air was cold, and the mercury 
in the thermometer did not rife above 35 deg. and 
was fornetimes not higher than 30 deg. At 12 o’clock 
our lat. was 66 deg. 37 min. N. Cape Serdze Kamcn 
was 12 or 13 leagues diftanr, bearing N. 52 deg. W. 
the moft foiuheiiy point of land that we had in oiur 
fight, bore S. 41 deg. E. our foundings were 22 fa¬ 
thoms; and the diftance,of the neareft part of the fhore 
was about two leagues. 'I'he weather was now fair 
and bright; and as wc w'cre ranging along the coaft, 
we faw feveral of the natives and fome of their dwel¬ 
ling-places, which had the appearance of hillocks of 
earth. In the courfe of the evening vve paffed the 
Eaftern Cape, or the point before-mentioned; from 
which the coaft trends to the fouth-weft ward. This U 
the fame point of land that we had paffed on the nth 
of the preceding month. Thofe who gave credit to 
Mr. Staehlin's map, then fuppofed it to be the eaftern 
point of his ifland Alafchka; but we \^’ere by this time 
convinced, that it is no other than the eaftern pro¬ 
montory of Afia; and perhaps it is the upper Tfehukot- 
fkoi Nofs, though the promontory which received that 
name from Beering, is fituated further towards the S. 
W, Muller, in his map of the difeoveries of the Ruf-» 
fians, places the Tfchukotlkoi No(s nearly in the lat. 
of 75 deg. N. and extends it fomewhat to the caftwai 4 
of this cape. But Captain Cook was of opinion, that; 
he had no good authority for fo doing. Indeed his own, or 
rather Deflineft's, account of the diftance between the 
river Anadir and the Nofs, cannot well be reconcilccl 
with fo northerly a polition, Foj he fays, that with 
the moft favourable wind, a perfon may go by fea 
from the Nofs to the river Anadir in three whole days* 
and that the journey by land is very little longer. Bub 
Captain Cook, having hopes of vifiting thefe parts a-» 
gain, deferred the difcuffion of this point to another 
opportunity. In the mean time, however, he con¬ 
cluded, as Beering had done before him, that this waa 
the eafternmoft point of all Afia. It is a pcninfula of 
confiderable elevation, joined to the continent by 4 
very low and apparently narrow ifthmus. It has next 
the fea, a fteep rocky cliff, and oft the very point arc 
fevcral rocks refenibling fpires. It ftands in the long, 
of 190 deg. 22 min. IL and in the lat of 66 deg. 6 min, 

N. and is 13 leagues diftanc, in the direction of N. 53 
deg. W. from Cape Prince of Wales, on the coaft of 
America. The land about this promontory confifts of 
valleys and hills. The former terminate at the fea 
in low fI)ores, and the latter in fteep rocky points. 
The hills appeared like naked rocks; but the valleys, 
though deftitutc of tree or fiirub, were of a greenifti hue. 

Having pafled the Cape, we ftcered S. W. half W. 
towards the northern point of St. Law rence’s Bay, in 
which our Ihips had anchored on the iprh of Auguft, 
We reached it by eight o’clock the following morning, 
and faw fame of the natives at the place where w’c haft 
before feen them, as well as others on the opppfite fide 
of the bay. Not one of them, however, came off* to 
us, which was rather remarkable, qs the weather was 
fufficicntly favourable, and as thofe whom we had lately 
vifited had no rcafon to be difpleafcd with us. Thefe 
people are certainly the Tfchutlki, whom tl\c Ruffians 
had not hitherto fubdued; though it is manifeft that they 
muft carry on a traffic with the latter, either directly, 
or by the interpofition of fome neighbouring nation ; 
as their being in poffclfion of the Ipontoons we faw 
among them, cannot Qiliervvifc be accounted for. The 
Bay of Sc. Lawxenee is, at the entrance, at leaft five 
leagues in breadth, and about four leagues deep, grow^ 
ing narrower cowards the bottom, where it feemed to 
be pretty well Iheltcred frQm the fita witidi, provided 
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there is a competent ^epth of water for fliips. The 
Commodore did not wait to examine it, though he was 
extremely delirous of finding a convenient harbour in 
thofc parts, to which he might refort in the fiicceed- 
ing fpring. But he wilhed to meet with one where 
wood might be obtained, and he knew that none could 
be found here. From the fouthern point of this bay, 
which is fituated in the lat. of 65 deg. 30 min. N. the 
coart trends W. by S. for the fpace of about nine 
leagues, and there feems to form a deep bay or river; 
or elfe the land in that part is fo low that we could 
not difeern it. In the afternoon, about one o’clock, 
we faw what was firft fuppofed to be a rock, but it 
w'as found to be a dead whale, which fome Afiatics 
had killed, and were then tow ing afliore. They feemed 
to endeavour to conceal themfelves behind the fi(h, in 
order to avoid being feen by us. This, however, was 
unneceflary, for we proceeded on our courfc w'ithout 
taking notice of them. On the 4th, at break of day, 
we hauled to the north-wertward, for the purpofe of 
gaining a nearer view of the inlet feen the day before; 
but the wind, not long after, veering to that dire<flion, 
the defign was abandoned; and fteering towards the 
S. along the coart, we parted two bays, each about fix 
miles deep. The mort northerly one is fituatc before 
a hill, which is rounder than any other we had obferved 
upon the coaft. There is an ifland lying before the 
other bay. It is a matter of doubt whether there is a 
fufficient depth of w'ater for fhips in either of thefe 
bays, as w'hen w'e edged in for the Ihore, we con- 
ftantly met with rtioal water. This part of the coun¬ 
try is extremely naked and hilly. In fcveral places on 
the lower grounds, next the fea, were the habitations 
of the natives, near all of which were ere(rted ftages 
of bones, like thofe before-mentioned. This day, at 
nopn, our lat. was 64 deg. 38 min. N. and our long. 
188 deg. 15 min. E. the nearert part of the (hore 
was at the dirtance of three or four leases; and 
the mort fouthern point of the continent in light, bore 
S. 48 deg. W. By this time the wind had veered 
to the N. and blew a light breeze; the weather was 
clear, and the air fharp. The Commodore did not 
think proper to follow the direction of the coart, as 
he {,>crceived that it inclined well ward towards the 
gulph of Anadir, into which he had no motive 
for going. He therefore fleered a foutherly courfe, 
that he might have a fight of the ifilc of Sr. Lawrence, 
which had been difeovered by Beering. This ifland 
was quickly feen by us, and at eight in the evening it 
bore S. 20 deg. E. fuppofed to be at the dirtance of 11 
leagues. The mort foutherly point of the main land 
was at that time 12 leagues diftant, bearing S. 83 
deg. W. Captain Cook conjedured, that this was the 
point which is called by Beering the eaftern point of 
Suchotfki, or Cape Tfchukotfkoi; an appellation which 
he gave it with fome propriety, becaufe the natives, 
who faid they were of the nation of the Tfehutfki, 
came off to him from this part of the coaft. Its lat. 
is 64 deg. 13 min. N. and its long. 186 deg. 36 min. 
E. The more the Captain was convinced of his being 
at prefent upon the Afiatic coaft, the more he was at 
a lofs to reconcile his obfervations with Mr.^Staehlin’s 
map of the New Northern Archipelago; and he could 
find no other method of accounting for fo important 
a difference, than by fuppofing that he had miftaken 
fome part of what Mr. Staehlin denominates the ifland 
Of Alafishka for the continent of America, and had 
miffed the channel by which they are feparated. But 
even on that fuppofition there would ftill have been a 
confiderable variation. The Captain confidered it as 
an affair of fome confequence to clear up this point 
during the prefent feafon, that he might have only 
one objedl in view in the following one. And as thefe 
northerly iflands were faid to abound with wood, he had 
fome hopes if he fhould find them, of procuring a 
competent fupply of that article, of which we began 
to ftand in great need. With this view he ftecred 
over for the coaft of America; and the next day, about 
five o’clock in the afternoon, land was feen bearing S. 
three quarters E. which we imagined was Anderfon's 


'3y, the 


Ifland, or fome other land near it. On Sund- 

6th, at four in the morning, we had a fight of T 
American coaft, near Sledge Ifland; and at fix in h 
evening of the fame day, that ifland was at thedifia^^*^ 
of about ten leagues, bearing N. 6 deg. E. and thenS 
eaftcrly land in view bore N. 49 deg. E. If any ^ 
of what Captain Cook had conjcdlurcd to be ihc^cS 
of the American continent, could poffibly be the ifland 
of Alafchka, it w'as that now in fight; in which c f 
he muft have miffed the channel between it and tV 
main land, by fteering towards the W. inrtead of the 
E. after he had firft fiillen in with it. He was, there¬ 
fore, at no lofs where to go, for the purpofe of dcaring 
up thefe doubts. On the 7th, at eight o’clock in the 
evening, we had made a near approach to the land 
Sledge Ifland bore N. 85 deg. W. about eight leagues 
diftant; and the eaftern part of the coaft bore^K, 
70 deg. E. with elevated land in the diredion of 
N. At this time we perceived a light on ftiore, and 
two canoes with people in them, came off towards us. 
We brought to, in order to give them time to ap*. 
proach; but they refilled all our tokens of amity, and 
kept at the dirtance of a quarter of a mile, Wc 
therefore left them, and proceeded along the coafl. 
The next morning, at one o’clock, obferving that the 
water ftioaled pretty faft, wc anchored in ten fathoms, 
and remained in that fituation till day-light came on. 
We then weighed, and purfued our courfc along the 
coaft, which trended E. and £. half S. At feven 
o’clock in the evening we were abreaft of a point, fuu- 
ated in the long, of 197 deg. E. and in the lat. of 64 
deg. 21 min. N. beyond which the coaft alfumcs a 
more northerly dire< 5 lion. At eight this point, which 
received the appellation of Cape Darby, bore S. 62 deg. 
W. the moft northern land w'e had in view', bore N. 32 
deg. E. and the dirtance of the neareftpart of the fhorc 
w'as one league. In this fituation we let go our an¬ 
chors in thirteen fathoms, over a muddy bottom. 

On Wednefday the 9th, at break of day, we weighed, 
and made fail along the coaft. We now faw land, 
which wc fuppofed to be two iflands; the one bearing 
E. the other $. 70 deg. E. Not long afterwards, we 
found ourfclves near a coaft covered with wood; a 
pleafing fight, to which we had not been lately accuf- 
tomed. As we advanced northward, land was feen in 
the diredlion of N. E. haU" N. which proved a conti¬ 
nuation of the coaft, upon which we now were: we like- 
wife perceived high land over the iflands, apparently, 
at a confiderable dirtance beyond them. This was ima¬ 
gined to be the continent, and the other land the me ot 
Alafchka; but it was already a matter of doubt, whether 
we ftiould difeover a paffage between them, for the 
water gradually ftioaled, as we proceeded further to¬ 
wards the N. In confequence of this, two boats were 
difpatched a-head to found; and the Commodore 
ordered the Dilcovery, as foe drew the Icall water, to 
lead, keeping nearly in the middle channel, 
the coaft and the moft northerly ifland. In 
ner we continued our courfe, till three o’clock m 
afternoon, when, having parted the ifland, our ou 
ings did not exceed three fathoms and a hart, an 
Refolutiononce brought the mud up from 
no part of the channel could a greater depth 0 ' 
be found, though wc had founded it from one 
the other; wc therefore deemed it high time to rf 

At this time a head-land on the weftern 11 » 
which the name of Bald-head was ex- 

one league diftant, bearing N. by W. The 
tended beyond it as far as N. E. by N. 
pcared to terminate in a point; behind which 
of the high land that was feen over the , j,head, 
itfelf. The fhorc on the weftern fide ol o 
forms a bay, in the bottom of w'hich is ^ ^^tinued 
we perceived many huts of the natives. « y,break 
to ply back during the whole night, M 

on the loth had deepened our water iix wt 
nine o’clock, when wc were about three mi 
W. foore, Captain Cook, accompanied ^ xhcf 
went with two boats in fearch of wood and . ^ j, 
landed in that part, where the coaft projca 
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head, compofed of perpendicular ftrata of a dark blue 

rock, intermixed with glimmer and (juarez. Adjoining 
to the beach is a narrow border of land, which was at 
this time covered with long grafs* and where they ob- 
ferved fome angelica. The ground beyond this, rifes 
with lome abruptnefs; towards the top of this eleva¬ 
tion they found a heath, that abounded with berries of 
various kinds: further onward the country was rather 
level, and thinly covered with fmall fprucc trees, birch, 
and willows, I’hey faw the tracks of foxes and deer 
upon the beach, in many parts of which, there was a 
great abundance of drift-wood: there was alfo no want 
ot frefli water. Our gentlemen and their attendants 
having returned on board, the Commodore had thoughts 
of bringing the fliips to an anchor here; but the wind 
then niilting to N. E. and blowing rather on this lllore, 
he llretched over to the oppolite one, expedling to find 
•wood there like wife. At eight in the evening, we an¬ 
chored near the fouthern end of the moft northerly 
ifland, for fuch we then imagined it to be. The next 
morning, however, we found that it was a peninfula, 
connected with the continent by a low' ifthmus, on caoh 
lide of which a bay is formed by the coafi. We plied 
into the fouthernmoll of thefe bays, and caft anchor a- 
gain about tw'clve o’clock, in five fathoms w'ater, over 
a muddy bottom; the point of the peninfula, to which 
the name of Cape Denbigh was given, being one league 
dillant, in the dircc'fion of N. 68 deg. W. We ob- 
ferved on the peninfula, feveral of the natives, and one 
of them came off in a fmall canoe. Captain Cook 
gave this man a knive and fbme beads, with which he' 
appeared to be well plcafcd; we made ligns to him to 
bring us fome provifions, upon which he inllantly quit¬ 
ted us, and paddled towards the lliore. Happening 
to meet another man coming oiT, who had two dried 
lalmon, he got them from him; and when he returned 
toour Ihip he refufed to give them to any body except 
Captain Cook. Some of our people fancied, that he 
alked for him under the name of Capitane; but in 
this they were perhaps miftaken. Others of the in¬ 
habitants came off foon afterwards, and gave us a few 
dried filh, in exchange for fuch trifics as we had to 
barter with them. They lliewed no dillike for tobacco, 
but they w'ere mofl delirous of knives. In the after¬ 
noon, Mr. Gore was difpatched to the peninfula, to 
procure wood and water; of the former of which ar- 
ucles wc obferved great plenty upon the beach. At the 
fame time a boat from each of the fhips was fent to 
found round the bay; and at three o’clock, the wind 
frclhening at N. E. we weighed anchor, and endea¬ 
voured to work further in, but that was quickly found 
to be impracticable, by feafon of the flioals which ex¬ 
tended entirely round the bay, to the difiance of up¬ 
wards of two miles from the fiiore, as the officers who 
h-id been fent out for the purpofe of founding reported. 
We therefore fiood ofi' and on with the fiiips, waiting 
for Lieutenant Gore, who returned about eight o’clock 
in the evening, with the launch loaded with w'ood. 
He informed the Commodore, that he had found but 
little frelh-water, and that the wood could not be pro¬ 
cured without difiiculty, on account of the boats 
grounding at fome difiance from the beach. As this 
was the cafe, we fiood back to the other fliore, and the 
next morning at eight, all the boats and a detachment 
of men with an officer, were fent to get wood from the 
place where Captain Cook had landed on the loth. 
After having continued for fome time to (land oft' 
and on with the fhips, we at length caft anchor in 
iefs than five fathoms, at the difiance of half a league 
^na the coafi, whole fouthern point bore S. 26 deg. 
.W. Cape Denbigh was about 26 miles diftant, bear- 
*ng S. *72 deg. E. Bald-head was nine leagues off, in 
the diredion of N. 60 deg. E. and the ifland near the 
caltern fiiore, S. of Cape Denbigh, named by Captain 
Cool^ Belborough Ifland, was 15 leagues diftant, bear- 
^-52 deg. E. This being a very open road, and 
therefore not a fecure ftacion for the Ihips, the Commo¬ 
dore refolved not to wait till our ftock of water was 
completed, as that would take up fome time; but only 
to turnini both fiiips with wood, and afterwards to feek 
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a more cohamodious place for the former article. Our 
people carried off the drift-wood that lay on the beach, 
^^^tbufinefs with great expedition; for,as 
the wind blew along the fiiorc, the boats were enabled to 
fan both ways. In the afternoon Captain Cook went on 
fiioic, and took a walk into the Country, which in 
thofe parts where there was no wood, abounded with 
heathj and other plants, feveral of which had plenty 
of berries, all ripe. Scarce a tingle plant was in flower. 
1 he underwood, fuch as birch, alders, and willows, oc- 
calioncd walking to be very troublefome among the 
trees, which were all fpruce, and none of which ex¬ 
ceeded Icven or eight inches in diameter; but fornc 
were obferved lying on the beach, that were above twice 
thatfize. All the drift-wood that we faw in thefe nor¬ 
thern parts was fir. 

Sunday the 13th, a family of the natives came near 
the fpot where our people were occupied in taking off 
wood. The Optain faw only the hulband and wife, 
and their child, bciidcs a fourth pcrfon,who was the moft 
deformed cripple he had ever fecn. The hufband wa.s 
nearly blind, and neither he, nor his wife, were fuch 
well-looking people as many of thofe whom we had met 
with on this coafi. Both of them had their lower lips 
perforated; and they were in poffefiion of fome glafs- 
bc«ads, refcmbling thofe wc had feen before among their 
neighbours. Iron was the article thatpleafed them molL 
For four knives which had been formed out of old 
iron-hoop, the Captain obtained from them near four 
hundred pounds weight offifh, that had been lately caught 
by them. Some of thefe were trout, and others were, 
with refped: to fize and tafic, fome what between a 
herring and a mullet. The Captain gave a few beads 
to the child, who was a female; upon which the mother 
immediately burft into tears, then the father, next after 
him the cripple, and at lafi, to add the finifiiing firokc 
to the concert, the child hcrfclf. This mufic, how'cvcr, 
wa.s not of long duration. Mr. King had on the pre¬ 
ceding day been in company w'ith the fame family. 
Flis account of this interview is to the following pur¬ 
port; While he attended the wooding party, a canoe 
filled with natives approached, out of w hich an elderly 
man and woman (the hufband and wife above-men¬ 
tioned) came afhore. Mr. King prefented a fmall knife 
to the woman, and promifed to give her a much larger 
one in exchange for fome fifb. She made figns to him 
to follow her. After he had proceeded with them a- 
bout a mile, the man fell down as he was crofting a 
ftony beach, and happened to cut his foot very much. 
This occafioned Mr. King to ftop; upon which the wo¬ 
man pointed to her hufband's eye.s, which were covered 
w ith a thick whirilh film. He afterwards kcptclofe to 
his wife, who took care to apprize him of the obfiacles 
in his way. The woman had a child on her back, 
wrapped up in the hood of her jacket. After walking 
about two miles, they arrived at an open fkin-boat, 
which was turned on one fide, the convex parr towatds 
the wind, and was made to ferve for the habitation of 
this family. Mr. King now performed a remarkable o- 
peration on the man’s eyes. Fie w'as firft clefired to 
hold his breath, then to breathe on the difiempered 
eyes, and afterwards to fpit >on them. The woman then 
took both the hands of Mr. King, and preffing them 
to the man’s ftomach, held them there for fome time, 
while file recounted fome melancholy hifiory rcfpeifiing 
her family; fometimes pointing to her hufband, fome- 
times to her child, and at other times to the cripple, 
who was related to her. Mr. King purchafed all the 
fifij they had, which confifted of excellent falmon, fifl- 
inon-trout, and mullet. Thefe fifh were faithfully de¬ 
livered to the perfon he fent for them. The woman 
was fhort and fquat, and her vifage was plump and 
round. She wore a jacket made of deer (kin, with a 
large hood, and had on a pair of wide boots. She 
was pundured from the lip to the chin. Her hufband 
was w'ell made, and about five feet two inches in height. 
His hair w’as black and fiiort, and he had but little 
beard. His complexion was of a light copper caft. He 
had two holes in his low’cr lip, in w hich, however, he 
had no ornaments. The teeth of both of them w'cre 
7 F) black, 
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black, and appeared as if they had been filed down 
level with the gums. 

Bef( re night, on Sunday the 13th, we had amply fur- 
nifbed the iliips with wood, and had conveyed onboard 
about a dozen tons of water to each. On the 14th a 
party was detached on fliorc to cut brooms, and like- 
wife the branches of fpruce-trecs for brewing beer. 
About twelve o’clock all our people were taken on 
board, for the wind frclhening had raifed fo heavy a 
furf on the beach, that our boats could not continue to 
land without extreme difficulty and danger. As doubts 
were ftill entertained whether the coaff, upon which 
we now were, belonged to an ifland, or to the continent 
of America, lieutenant King was difpatchcd by the 
Commodore, with two boats, well manned and armed, 
to make fuch a fcarch as might tend to remove all dif¬ 
ference of opinion on the fubjcdl. He was inffrudled 
to proceed towards the nortn as far as the extreme 
point feen on Wednefday the 9th, ora little further, if 
he (liould find it necelTary, to land there, and. from the 
heights, endeavour to difeover whether the land he was 
then upon, imagined to be the ifland of Alafchka, was 
really an iflaiid, or was connetffed with the land to the 
eaftward, fuppofed to be the American continent. If 
it proved to bean illand, he was to examine the depth 
of water in the channel between it and the continent, 
and which way the flood tide came: but, if he fliould 
find the two lands united, he was to return immediately 
to the Ibip. He was diredled not to be abfent longer 
than four or five days; and it was alfo mentioned in his 
inffrudfions, that, if any unforefecn or unavoidable 
accident Ihould force our fliips off the coaff, the ren¬ 
dezvous was to be at the harbour of Samganoodha. On 
Tuefday the 15th, the fliips removed over to the‘bay 
on the Youth caflern fide of Cape Denbigh, where we 
caff anchor in the afternoon. Not long after, feveral 
of the inhabitants came off in canoes, and gave us fome 
dried falmon in exchange for trifling articles. Early the 
next morning, nine men, each in a feparate canoe, paid 
us a vifit, with the foie view of gratifying their curio- 
fity. They approached the fliip with caution, and 
drawingup abreaff of each other, under our flern, fa¬ 
voured us with a long; while one of their number made 
many ludicrous motions with his hands and body, and 
another beat upon a fort of drum. There was nothing 
favage, either in the fong, or the geffures with which it 
was accompanied. There feemed to be no difference, 
either with refpedl to fizc or features, between thefc peo¬ 
ple, and thofc whom we had feen on every other part of 
the coaff, except King George’s Sound. Their drefs, 
which chiefly confifted of the fkins of deer, w'as made 
after the fame mode; and they had adopted the pratffice 
of perforating their lower lips, and affixing ornaments to 
them. The habitations of thefc Americans were fitu- 
ated clofe to the beach. They confiff merely of a flop- 
ing roof, without any fide-walls, formed of logs, and 
covered with earth and grafs. I'he floor is likewife 
laid with logs. The entrance is atone end, and the 
fire-place is juff within it. A fmall hole is made near 
the door of the hut, for the purpofe of letting out the 
fmoke. A party of men was difpatchcd, this morning, 
to the pcninfula for brooms and fpruce. Half the re¬ 
mainder of the people of both fliips were, at the fame 
time, peniiitted to go afliore and gather berries. Thefc 
returned on board about tw'elve o’clock, and the other 
half then landed for the fame purpofe. The berries 
found here were hurtle-berries, heath-berries, partridge- 
berries, and wild currant-berries. Captain Cook alfo 
went afliore hi 111 fclf, and took a walk over part of the 
pcninfula. He met with very good grafs in feveiTil 
places, and fcarccly obferved a fingic fpot pn which 
fome vegetable was not growing. The low land by 
which this pcninfula is united to the continent, abounds 
with narrow creeks, and likewife with ponds of water, 
feveral of which w ere at this time frozen over. There 
were numbers of buftards and geefc, but they were fo 
thv, that it w'as impoffiblc to get within mufquct-fliot 
of them. Some fnipes were alfo feen* and, on the 
higher grounds, were partridges of two fpecies; where 
there was wood, mufquitoes were numerous. Some of 


the officers, who went further into the 


Captain Cook did, met with fome of the 


? than 


both fexes, who treated them with civility and '1? 
nefs. The Commodore was of opinion, that this ne* ‘ 
fiila had been an ifland in fome diffant period; foah**^" 
were marks of the kit having fonncrly flowed over th^ 
iffhmus; and even at prefent, it appeared to be kept 0 ^ 
by a bank of fand, ffones, and wood, which the wavw 
had throw'n up. It ivas nianifeff from this bank, that 
the land here encroached upon the fea, and it was not 
difficult to trace its gradual formation. 

Lieutenant King returned from his expedition about 
feven o’clock this evening. He had let out at eight 
o’clock at night, on the 14th. The crews of the boats 
rowed ivithout intermiflion towards the land, till one 
in the morning of the 15th. They then fet their fails 
and flood acrofs the bay, which the coaff forms to the 
weff ward of Bald-Head. They afterwards, about three 
o’clock, again made ufe of their oars, and, by two in the 
afternoon, had got within two miles of Bald-Head, un¬ 
der the lee of the high land. At that time all the men 
in the boar belonging to the Refolution, except two, 
were fo opprcflTcd with fatigue and fleep, that Mr. 
King’s utmoff endeavours to make them put on were 
perfedbly ineffeiffual. They, at length, were fo far cx- 
hauffed, as to drop their oars, and fall afleep at the bot¬ 
tom of the boar. In confequcnce of this, Mr. King, 
and two gentlemen who wxrc with him, were obliged 
to lay hold of the oars ; and they landed, a little after 
three o’clock, between Bald-Head and a point thatpro- 
jetffs to the eaftward. Mr. King, upon his landing, 
afeended the heights, from which he could fee the two 
coaffs join, and that the inlet terminated in a fmall creek 
or river, before which there were banks of fand or 
mud, and in every part fhoal water. The land, for 
fome diftance towards the north, was low and fwampv; 
then it rofe in hills; and the perfe<fl: jun< 5 lion of thole, 
on each fide of the inlet, was traced without the leaft 
difficulty. From the elevated fituation in which Mr. 
King took his furvey of the Sound, he could difeern 
many fpacious valleys, with rivers flowing through 
them, well wooded, and bounded by hills of a mode* 
rate height. One of the rivers towards the N. W. 
feemed to be confidcrable; and he was inclined to 
fuppofe, from its diredtion, that it difeharged itfclf 
into the fea at the head of the bay. Some of his 
people, penetrating beyond this into the 
found the trees to be of a larger fize the further 
they proceeded. To this inlet Captain Co^ gave 
the name of Norton’s Sound, in honour of Sir 
Norton, now Lord Grantley; a near relation of Mr. 
King, It extends northward as far as the latitude or 4 
deg. 55 min. N. The bay, wherein our fliips were non 
at anchor, is fituated on the fouth-caftem lide 0 > > 
and is denominated Chacktoole by the natives, t 
not a very excellent ftation, being expofed .1 

S. W. winds. Nor is a harbour to be met with in an 
this Sound. Wc were fo fortunate, however, as to a 
the wind from theN. E. and theN. during the 'v 
time of our continuance here, with very fine 
This afforded an opportunity of making a great nu 
of lunar obfervations, the mean refult 
197 deg. 13 min. E. as the longitude of 
place on the weftern-fide of the Sound, .t- 

rudewas64dcg. 31 min. N. Witff refpcA tojr 

tides, the night flood rofe two or three feet, an 
flood was fcarcely perceivable. Captain 7°° ^^^5 

now pcrfeffly convinced, chat Mr. ^ .QnJincni. 

extremely erroneous, and having reftored the 
of America to the fpacc which chat thought 

cupied with his imaginary ifland of 
it now high time to quit thefc northerly ob- 

retire toftmc place for the winter, ^ 

tain provifions and rcfrcfhments. ^ and St* 

Pctropaulowfka, or the harbour of Sc. ^e c , 

Paul in Kamtfchatka, as likely to furnii -pg 

fupply. He had likewife other 
thither at prefent; the principal of nionth>‘» 

unwillingnefs to remain ina(ff ive for fix or the 

which would have been the confequence 0 p 
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winter in any of thefe northern countries. He at length 
concluded, that no fituation was fo convenient for our 
purpofeas the Sandwich Iflands. To them, therefore, 
he formed a refolution of repairing. But a fupply of 
water being necelTary before he could execute that de- 
fign, he determined, with a view of procuring this ef- 
fential article, to fcarch the coaft of America for a har¬ 
bour, by proceeding along it to the fouchward. If he 
ihould not meet with fuccefs in that fcarch, his inten¬ 
tion was to reach Samganoodha, which was appointed 
for our place of rendezvous, in cafe the lliips fliould 
happen to feparate. 

On Thurfday, the 17th, in the morning we weighed 
anchor with a light eaffcrly breeze, and (leering to the 
fouthward, attempted to pafs within Belborough IHand; 
but, though it is (ix or feven miles diftant from the con¬ 
tinent, we w'ere prevented, by meeting with fhoal wa¬ 
ter. Having but little w’ind all the day, we did not pafs 
that ifland before it was dark; and the night was fpent 
under an eafy fail. On the r8th, at day break, we re- 
fumed our progrefs along the coad. At noon, our 
foundings were no more than five fathoms. Befborough 
Bland, at this time, bore N. 42 deg. E. the mod foii- 
thcrly land in light, which alfo proved robe an illand, 
borcS. 66 deg. W. the pafiage between it and the con¬ 
tinent, was in the diredion of S. 40 deg. W. and the 
neared land was at the didance of about two miles 
Wc continued to deer for this paffage, till the boats 
which were a-hcad made the lignal for having no more 
than three fathoms water. In confequcnce of this, we 
hauled without the ifland, anddifplaycd the fignal for 
the Refolution’s boat to keep between the fhorc and the 
dips. This ifland, to which the name of Stuart’s 
Hand was given, lies in the latitude of 63 deg. 35 min. 
N. and is 17 leagues didant (rom Cape Denbigh, in the 
diredion of S. 27 deg. W. It is fix or feven leagues 
in circumference. Though fome parrs of it arc of a 
moderate height, yet, in general, it is low, with fome 
rocks od the wedem part. The greated part of the 
coad of the continent is lowland, but we perceived 
high land up the country. It forms a point, oppofitc 
the ifland, which was dillinguifhcd by the name of Cape 
Stephens, and is fituaced in the latitude of 63 deg. 33 
min. N. and in the longitude of 197 deg. 41 min. E. 
^me drift wood was obferved on the (horcs, both of the 
ifland and of the continent; but not a fingle tree was 
fecngrowing upon either. Vedels might anchor, upon 
occalion, between the continent and the N. E. fide of 
this illand, in a depth of five fithoms, fiicltercd from 
the cartcriy, wcderly, and foutherly winds. But this 
flation would be entirely expofed to the northerly winds, 
the land, in that diredion, being too remote to alford 
any fecuricy. Before we reached Stuart’s Ifland, we 
paired two little illands, fituate between us and the 
mainland; and as we ranged along the coa 11, feveral of 
the natives made their appearance upon the lliorc, and, 
byfigns, fecined to invite us to approach. 

VVe were no fooner without the illand, than we 
fiecred S. by W. for the moftfouthern part of the con¬ 
tinent in fight, till eight in the evening, when, the 
depth of water having dccreafcd from fix fathoms to 
kfs than four, we tacked and flood to the northward 
into five fathoms, and then palTcd the night in ftanding 
off and on. At the time wc tacked, the fouthcrnmoll 
point of land above mentioned, which we named Point 
Shallow Water, bore S. half E. at the difiance of feven 
leagues. On the 19th, at day break, wc refumed otir 
joiitherly courfc; but llioal water foon obliged us to 
tol more to the'wcfiward. We were at length fo far 
^vanced upon the bank, that we could not hold a N. 

W. courfe, as we Ibmetimes met with only four fa¬ 
thoms. The wind blowing frelh at E. N. E. it was 
oow high time to endeavour to find a greater depth of 
"ater, and to quit a coalt upon which wc Could no 
^pgcr navigate with fafety. Wc therefore hauled tnc 
}'ind to the northward, and the water gradually incrcafed 
depth to eight fathoms. Ac this time, we were about 
m difiant from the continent, and nine to 

f ^ Stuart's Illand. Wc faw no land to the 

of Point Shallow Water, which taptiih 


Cook judged co-Iie in the latitude of 6 j deg. N. fo that 
betw*een this latitude and Shoal Nefs, in latitude 60 deg. 
thecoafi has not been explored. It is probably accel- 
fible only to boats, or very fm.all velTeis; or, if there 
are channels for vefTels of greater magnitude, it would 
require fom time to find them. From the niafi head, 
thefca within us appeared to be checquered with ilioali^; 
the water was very muddy and difcolourcd, and much: 
freflier than at any of the places where our (liips had 
lately anchored. From this we inferred, that a conli- 
derable river runs into the fca, in this unexplored part. 
After we had got into eight fathoms water, wc lleered 
to the weltward, and afterwards more foutherly, for the 
land difeovered by us on the 5th of September, which 
at noon on the 20th, bore S. W. by W. at the di fiance 
ot ten or eleven leagues. We had now a frefh gale at 
N. and, at intervals, fiiowcrs of hail and fnow, with a 
pretty high fea. To the land before us, the Commo¬ 
dore gave the appellation of C Icrkc’s Illand. It ftands 
in the latitude of 6j deg. 15 min. and in the longitude 
of 190 deg. 30 min. It feemed to bean ifland of con- 
fidcrable extent, in which are feveral hills, all connedled 
by low ground, fo that it looks, at a diftance, like a 
group of iflands. Near its cafiern part is a little ifland, 
which is remarkable for having on it three elevated rocks. 
Both the greater illand, and this fmallcr one, were in¬ 
habited. In the afternoon, about fix o’clock, wc reached^ 
the northern p)oint of Gierke’s Ifland; and having 
ranged along its coafi till dark, we brought to during 
the night. Early the next morning, we again flood in 
for the coafi, and proceeded along it in quell of an 
harbour, till twelve o’clock, when finding no proba¬ 
bility of fuccefs, we left it and (leered S. S. W. for the 
land difeovered by us on the 29th of July; having a 
frelh gale at N. accompanied with fliowers of fnow and 
fleet. 

Wednefday the 23d, at day break, the land above 
mentioned made its appearance, bearing S. W. at the 
dillance of fix or feven leagues. From this point of 
view, it refcmbled a duller of illands; but it was found 
to be only one, of about thirty miles in extent, in the 
diredion of N. W. a id S. E. the fouth-caftern extre¬ 
mity being Cape Upright, which wc have mentioned 
before, 'i'he ifland is narrow, particularly at the low 
necks of land by which the hills arc connected. Cap¬ 
tain Cook afterwards found, that it was entirely unknown 
to the Rufilans, and therefore, confidering it as a dif- 
covery of our own, he named it Gore’s Ifland. It ap¬ 
peared to be barren and dcfiituce of inhabitants, aticalt 
we faw none. Nor did we obferve fuch a number of 
birds about it, as we had fecn when we firll difeovered 
it. But we perceived fome fea-otrers, an animal which 
wc had not found to the N. of this latitude. About 
twelve miles from Cape Upright, in the direction of S. 
72 deg. W. Hands a linall illand, whofe lofty fummit 
terminates in feveral pinnacle rocks, for which reafon 
it obtained the name of Pinnacle Illand. At two 
o’clock P. M. after we had pafled Cape Upright, wc 
fleered S. E. by S. for Samganoodha, with a gentle 
breeze at N. N. W. being refolved to lofc no more time 
in fearching for an harbour among illands, which we 
now began tofufpe<5l had no cxiftence; at leall, not in 
the latitude and longitude in which they have been placed 
by modern delineators of charts. On the 24th in the 
evening, the wind veered to S. W. and S. and incrcafed 
to a frelh gale. We continued our eafierly courfe till 
eight in the morning of the 25th, w'hen in the longi¬ 
tude of 191 deg. 10 min. and in the latitude of 58 deg. 
32 min. we tacked and flood to the wefiward j foon after 
which, the gale incrcaling, we were reduced to two 
courfes, and clofc-reefcd main-top-fails. In a fhort 
time after, the Refolution fprung a leak, under the 
fiarboard buttock, which was fo confidcrable, as tp 
keep one pump eonftantly employed. We would not 
venture to put the Hi ip upon the other tack^ from 
the apprehcniion of getting upon the Ihoals that lie to 
the N. W. of Cape Newenham; but continued to fleer 
towards the W. till fix in the evening of Saturday the 
'26th; when we wore and flood to the ea ft ward; and 
tfich'thc leak gave us no farther trouble. This proved, 

that 
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that it was above the water-line, which gave us 
Tatisfaftion. The gale had now ceafed, but the wind 
continued at S. and S. W. for feme days longer. _ 

On Friday the 2nd of 0 <^lober, at day break, we law 
the ille of Oonalalhka, in a S. E. diredtion. But as 
the land was obfeured by a thick haze, we were not ccr* 
tain with refpect to our fituation till noon, when the 
obferved latitude determined it. We hauled into a 
bay, ten miles to the wc(f ward of Samganoodha, known 
by the name of Egoochfliac; but finding very deep 
water, we fpeedily left it. The natives vifited us at dif¬ 
ferent times, bringing with them dried falmon, and 
other fifii, which our Tailors received in exchange for 
tobacco. Only a few days before, every ounce of to¬ 
bacco that remained in the (hip, had been difinbuted 
among them, and the quantity was not half fufiicient to 
anfwcr their demands. Notvvithftandingthis, fothought- 
lefs and improvident a being is an Englifli failor, that 
they were as profufe in making their bargains, as if we 
had arrived at a port in Virginia; by w'hich means, in 
Icfsthan two days, the value of this commodity was 
lowered above a thoufand per cent. The next day, at 
one o’clock in the afternoon, we anchored in the har¬ 
bour of Samganoodha, and, on the morning of the 
4th, the carpenters were employed in ripping oiF the 
Iheathing of and underthe wale of the Rclolution on the 
flar-board fide. Many of the feams were found entirely 
open; it was therefore not to be wondered at, that fo 
rnuch water had got into the fliip. We cleared the filh 
and rpirit rooms, and the after-hold; and di(’pofcd 
things in fuch a manner, that, in cafe of any future 
leaks of the fame nature, the water might find its way 
to the pumps. Betides this work, and completing our 
flock of water, we cleared the fore-hold, and took in a 
quantity of ballafi. 

The vegetables we had met with when v. c were here 
before, were now, for the mofl part, in a (late of decay. 
There being great plenty of berries, one-third of the 
people, by turns, had permiflion to go a-fliore and 
gather them. Confiderable quantities of them were 
alfo brought to us by the inhabitants. If there were 
any feeds of the feurvy, among the people of either 
fhip, thefe berries, and the ufe of fprucc beer, which 
they were allowed to drink every other day, effeaually 
eradicated them. Wclikewifc procured abundance of 
fidi; at firft, chiefly falmon, both frefli and dried, which 
the natives brought us. Some of the frclh falmon was 
in the highefl: pcrfcdl:ion; but there was one fort, which, 
from the figure of its head, we called hook-nofed, that 
was but indifferent. Drawing the feine feveral times, 
at the head of the bay, we caught many falmon trout, 
and a halibut that weighed 254 pounds. We after¬ 
wards had recourfe to hooks and lines. A boat was 
font out every morning, which feldom returned without 
eight or ten halibut, a quantity more than fufflcicnt to 
ferve all our people. Thefe fifli were excellent, and 
there were few who did not prefer them to falmon. 
Thus we not only obtained a fupply of filh for prefent 
confumption, but had fome to carry with us to fca. 
On the 8th, Captain Cook received, by the hands ot a 
native of Oonalaflika, named Derramoulhk, a v^y fm- 
gular prefent, confidering the place we were in. It 
was a rye loaf, or rather a pye in the form of a loal, 
as it enclofcd fomc falmon, well feafoned with pepper. 
This man had brought a fiinilar prefent for Captain 
Clerke, and a note for each of the Captains, written m 
a chara^er which none of us underftood. It was na¬ 
tural to imagine, that thefe two prefents were from 
fome Ruffians now in our neighbourhood, and therefore 
the Captains fent, by the fame meffenger, to thefe un¬ 
known friends, a few bottles of rum, wine and porter, 
which they fuppofed would be highly acceptable. Cap¬ 
tain Cook alfo fent, in Company with Derramoulhk, 
Corporal Lediard, of the marines, an intelligent man, 
for the purpofe of gaining farther information; with 
orders, that if he met with any Ruffians, he lliould en¬ 
deavour to make them underftand, that we were Eng- 
lilhmen, the friends and allies of their nation. 

Saturday the lotli, Corporal Lediard returned with 
three Ruffian feamcn, or furriers, who with feveral 


others rcfided at Egoochfliac, where they had f 
florc-houfes, a dwelling-houfe, and a floopof ahn.» 
tons burthen. One of thefe Ruffians was either M 
or Mate of this veffel. They were all three intelli 
well-behaved men, and extremely ready to give 
the information we could defire. But for want of ^ 
interpreter, w-c found it very difficult to underfta*!! 
each other. 'They appeared to have a perfccl kno\ 
ledge of the attempts which their countr)'men had mad" 
to navigate the Frozen Ocean, and of the difeoveri ^ 
that had been made from Kamtfchatka, by Bccrin^^ 
Tfchcrikoff, and Spangenberg. But they had not if 
leaft idea to what part of the world Mr. Staehlin's nvan 
referred, when it was laid before them. When Caprain 
Cook pointed out Kamtfchatka, and fonne other places 
upon this map, they alked him whether he had feen 
the ifiands there reprefented; and, on his anfwcrintr 
in the negative, one of them put his finger upon a 
part of the map, where a number of ifiands are laid 
down, and faid that he had cruifed there in fcarch of 
land, but could never meet with any. The Captain 
then fhevved them his own chart, and found that they 
were ftrangers to every part of the coaft of America, 
except that which lies oppofite this ifland. One of 
thefe men faid, that he had been w^ith Becring in his 
American voyage; but he muff then have been verv 
young; for even now, at the diftance of37 years, he ha^ 
not the appearance of being aged. Never was greater 
refpecl: paid to the memory of any eminent perfon, 
than by thefe men to that of Beering. The trade in 
which they are engaged is very advantageous, and its 
being undertaken and extended to the eaftward of 
Kamtfchatka, was the immediate refult of the fccond 
voyage of that diftinguiflied navigator, whofc misfor¬ 
tunes proved the fource of much private benefit to 
individuals, and of public utility to the Ruffian empire. 
And yet, if his diflreffcs had not accidentally carried 
him to the ifland which bears his name, where he ended 
his life, and from whence the remainder of his (hip’s 
crew brought back fpecimens of its valuable fiirs, the 
Rullians would probably have undertaken no future 
voyages, which could lead them to make difcoverics in 
this fea, towards the American coaft. Indeed, after 
his time, their miniftry feem to have paid Icfs attention 
to this objedt; and for what difeoveries have been fince 
made, wc are principally indebted to the enterprizing 
fpirit of private merchants, encouraged, howw, by 
the fuperintending care of the court of Petcifturg. 
The three Ruffians having remained all night with the 
Commodore, vifitcd Captain Clerke 
morning, and then departed, perfedlly fatisfied a itn 
reception they had met with. They pronnfe to 
turn in a few days, and bring with them ^ ' 

the idands fituate between Kamtfchatka and Ora 

ladika. In the evening of the [4th, wltde R 
Cook and Mr. Webber were at a village not ftr irom 
Samganoodha, a Ruffian landed there, who provea 
be the principal perfon among his 
and the adiacent ides. His name was Krato ^ j 
rioff Sin Ifmyloff. He arrived in a cnnqc that cw 
three perfons, attended by twenty Lj „|y after 

nocs, each conduefted by one man. Imm 

landing, they conftruacd a fmall tent tor ) 

materials which they had brought wi 
they afterwards made others for tnemfel > 
noes and paddles, which they covered » \Vebbor 
myloff having invited the Captain an- r'lj^jonanJ 

inio his tent, fet before them fomc drid ^nio^^ 

berries. He appeared to be a man ® . j^gabicto 

Captain felt no fmall mortification 
converfe with him, except by figns> "p requ^^^ 
of figures, and other charaders. The next 

him to favour him with his company o 
day, and accordingly he came with of 

He had indeed moved into the neig . ypon 
ftation, for the exprefs purpofe of | frorn 
The Commodore was in hopes of recei b 
the chart which his three countryme 
but he was difappointed. However, 
him he fhould have it, and he kept 
3 . 
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of Tartar/, as low as the lat. of 41 deg. N. the Kurile 
Iflands, and the peninfula of Kamtfehatka. Since this 
chart had been made, Wawfeclcc Irkccchoff, a naval 
captain, explored, in the year 1758, the cnall of Tar¬ 
tar/, from Okotfk, and the river Amur, to Japan, or4i 
deg. of northern lat. We were informed bv Mr. Ifmy- 
lolf, that a great part of the fea-coafl of Kamtfehatka 
had been correifted by himfclf; and he deferibed the 
inftrument ufed by him for that purpofe, which mull: 
have been a theodolite. He alfo told us, that there 
were only tw'o harbours proper for lliipping, on all the 
eaflern coafl of Kamtfehatka, viz. the bay of Aw’atlka, 
and the river Olutora, in the bottom of the gulph of 
the fame name; that there was not one harbour on its 
weflcrn coall; and that \amlk was the only one, except 
Okotlk, on all the vvcflern fide of the Penihinfkian fca, 
rill w’e come to the river Amur. The Kurile Iflands 
contain but one harbour, and that is on the N. E. fide 
ot Mareekan; where, as we have already mentioned, 
the Rufiians have a fettlement. The other chait com¬ 
prehended all the difeoveries that the Ruffians had 
made to the eafiward of Kamtfehatka, tow'ards Ame¬ 
rica. That part of the American coall, w ith which 
Tfeherikoff fell in, is laid dow'ii in this chart between 
the lat. of 58 deg. and 58 and an half deg. N. and 75 
deg. of caftern long, from Okotlk, or 218 and an half 
deg. from Greenwich; and the place where Beering 
anchored in 59 and an half deg. of lat. and 63 and an 
half deg. of long, from Okotfk, or 207 deg. from Grecn- 
w’ich. To fay nothing of the long, which may, from 
feveral caufes, be erroneous, the lat. of the coafl difeo- 
vered by Beering and Tfeherikoff, particularly that part 
of it which was difeovered by the latter, differs confi- 
derably from Mr. Muller’s chart. Whether the chart 
now produced by Ifmyloff, or chat of Muller, be molt 
erroneous in this refpeiSl:, it may be difficult to, deter¬ 
mine. According to Ifmyloffi’s account, neither the 
number nor the fituation of the iflands which are dif- 
perfed between 52 deg. and 55 deg. of lat. in the fpace 
betw’een Kamtfehatka and America, is properly afeer- 
tained. He flruck dut about a third of them, alfuring 
us that they did not exift; and he confiderably altered 
the fituation of others, which he faid w^as necefl ary, from 
the obfervatioDs which he himfelf had made; and there 
was no reafon to entertain a doubt about this. As thefe 
iflands are nearly under the fame parallel, different na¬ 
vigators, milled by their dificrent reckonings, might 
eafily mifiake one ifland, or clufter of iflands for ano¬ 
ther; and imagine they had made a new difeovery, 
when they had only found old ones; in a poficion fome- 
what different from that wffiich their former vifitors had 
alTigned to them. The ifles of St. Theodore, Sc. Ste¬ 
phen, St. Abraham, St. Macarius, Sedudion Ifland, and 
feveral others, which are reprefented in Mr. Muller’s 
chait, were not to be found in this now produced to 
US ; nay, Ifmyloff and the other Ruffians affured Cap¬ 
tain Cook, that they had been frequently fought for 
without effed. Neverthelefs, it is difficult to believe, 
that Mr. Muller could place them in his chart without 
fome authority. Captain Cook, however, confiding in 
the teftimony of thefe people, whom he thought com¬ 
petent witneffes, omitted them in his chart; and made 
fuch corredions refpeding the other iflands, as he had 
reafon to think were necelfary. 

Wc fiiall now proceed to give feme account of the 
iflands, beginning with thole which are neareft to 
Kamtfehatka, and computing the long, from the hare 
hour of Petropaulowfka, in the bay of Awatfka. The 
firfl: is Bcering’s ifland, in 55 deg. of northern lat. and 
6 deg. of caftern long. At the difiance of 10 leagues 
from the fouthern extremity of this, in the diredion of 
E. by S. or E. S. E. fiands Maidenoi Ofiroff, or rhe 
Copper Ifland. The next ifland is Acakou, in the lat. 
of 52 deg. 45 min. and in the long, of 15 deg. or 16 
deg. The extent of this ifland is about 18 leagues in 
the diredion of E. and W. and it is perhaps the fame 
land which Beering fell in with, and to which he gave 
the name of Mount St. John. We next come to a 
clufierof fix or more iflands; tvvoof which, Amluk and 
Atghka, arc of confiderable extent, and each of them 
7 E has 


Captain found him very well acquainted w'iih the geo¬ 

graphy of thofe parts, and with all the difeoveries which 
had been made in this quarter by the Ruffians. On fee¬ 
ing the modern maps, he infiantly pointed out their er- 
rors: he faid he had accompanied Lieutenant Syndo, 
or (as he called him) Synd, in his northern ex¬ 
pedition; and, according to his account, they did 
not proceed farther than the Tfehukotikoi Nofs, 
or rather than St. Lawrence's Bay; for he pointed on 
our chart to the very place where Captain Cook landed. 
From thence he faid they went to an ifland in the lat. 
of 63 deg. N. upon which they did not land. He did 
not recollcdl: the name of that ifland; but rhe Captain 
conjeifiurcd, that it was the fame with that to which 
the appellation of Clerke’s Ifland had been given. To 
what place Synd repaired afterwards, or in what parti¬ 
cular manner he employed the two years, during which, 
according to Ifmyloff, his refearches lafied, he was ci¬ 
ther unable or unwilling to inform us. Perhaps he did 
not comprehend our enquiries on this point; and yet, 
in almoft every other thing, we found means to make 
him underfiand us. This inclined us to fufpeefi, that 
he had not really been in this expedition, notwith- 
fianding what he had afferted. Not only Ifmylofi', but 
alfo the others' affirmed, that they were totally un¬ 
acquainted with the American continent to the north¬ 
ward; and that neither Lieutenant Synd, nor any other 
Ruflian, had feen it of late years. They called it by 
the fame name which Mr. Stachlin has affixed to his 
large ifland, that is Alafchka. According to the in¬ 
formation we obtained from Ifmyloff and his country¬ 
men, the Ruffians have made feveral attempts to gain 
a footing upon that part of the North American con¬ 
tinent, that lies contiguous to Oonalaflika and the adja¬ 
cent iflands, but have confiantly been repul fed by the 
inhabitants, whom they reprefent as a very treacherous 
people. They made mention of two or three Captains, 
or chief men, who had been murdered by them; and 
fome of the Ruffians fiiewed us wounds, which they de¬ 
clared they had received there. Ifmyloffalfo informed us, 
that in the year 1773, an expedition had been undertaken 
into the Frozen Ocean in fledges, over the ice, to three 
large iflands that are fituate oppofitc the mouth of the 
river Kqvyma. But a voyage which he faid he himfelf 
had performed, engaged our attention more than any 
other. He told us that on the 12th of May, 1771, he 
failed from Bolcheretzk, in Kamtfehatka, in a Ruffian 
velTcl to Mareekan, one of the Kurile iflands, where there 
is an harbour, and a Ruffian fettlement. From this 
ifland he proceeded to Japan, where his continuance 
appears to have been but ffiort; for, as foon as the Ja- 
panefe knew that he and his companions profeffed the 
Chrifiian faith, they made ligns for them to depart; 
but did not, fo far as w'e could undcrlland him, ofier 
any infulr or violence. From Japan he repaired to 
Canton, in China; and from thence, in a French fliip 
to France. He then travelled to Pcterlburgh, and 
was afterwards fent out again to Kamtfehatka. VVe 
could not learn what became of the veffel in which he 
firft embarked, nor what was the principal intention 
of the voyage. His being unable to fpcak one word 
of the French language, rendered this fiory rather fuf- 
picious; he feemed clear, however, as to the times of 
biii arrival at the different places, and of his departure 
from them, which he put dow n in writing. The next 
morning (Friday the 16th) he offered Captain Cook a 
fea-otter fkin, w hich he laid w^as worth 80 roubles at 
Kamtfehatka. The Captain, however, thought proper 
m decline the offer; but accepted of fome dried fifh, 
and feveral bafkets of the lily, or faranne root. In the 
afternoon, Ifmyloff, after having dined with Captain 
Clcrkc, left us with all his retinue, but promifed to re¬ 
turn in a few days. Accordingly, on the 19th, he 
paid us another vifit, bringing with him the charts 
above-mentioned, which he permitted Captain Cook 
to copy, and the contents of which arc the foundation 
of the following remarks. 

Thefe charts were two in nii^iber, they were both 
manuferipts, and bore every mark of authenticity. On^ 
of them comprehended the Pcnfiiinfkian Tea; the coaft 
No. 69. 















has a good harbour. The middle of this group lies 
in the lac. of 5 2 deg. 30 min. and 28 deg. of long, from 
the bay of Awatfka, and its extent is about four degrees 
in the direction of E. and W. Thefe arc the ifles that 
Ifinylolf faid were to be removed four degrees to the 
caffward. In the fituation they have in Captain Cook’s 
chart, was a group, comprehending 10 little iflands, 
which we were informed were entirely to be ftruck out; 
and alfo two iflands, fituate between them and the 
group to which Oonalaflika appertains. In the place 
of thefe two, an ifland, named Amoghta, was intro¬ 
duced. 

The fituation of many of thefe iflands may, perhaps, 
be erroncoufly laid down. But the polition of the lar- 
geff group, of which Oonalaflika is one of the moll 
confiderable iflands, is free from fuch errors. Mod of 
the iflands that compofe this duffer, were fecn by us; 
their long, and lat. were therefore determined with to¬ 
lerable accuracy; particularly the harbour of Samga- 
noodha, in Oonalaflika, which muff be confidered as a 
fixed point. This group may be faid to extend as 
far as Halibut Ifles, which arc forty leagues diffant from 
Oonalaflika, towards the E. N. E. W ithin thefe ifles, 
a pafTIige, communicating with Briflol Bay, was rharked 
in Ifmyloff’s chart, which converts about 15 leagues 
of the coad, that Captain Cook had fuppofed to be 
part of the continent, into an ifland, named Ooncc- 
mak. This paffage might cafily efcape us, being, as 
we were informed, extremely harrow, fhallow, and only 
to be navigated through with boats, or vclfels of very 
fmall burthen. From the chart, as well as from the 
teffimony of Ifmyloif and his countrymen, it appears, 
that this is as far as the Ruffians have made any dif- 
coveries, or have extended thcmfclvcs, fince the time 
of Bccring. They all aflirmcd, that no perfons of that 
nation had fettled themfelves fo far to the eadward, as 
the place where the natives gave the note to Captain 
Clerkc; which being delivered to Ifmylotf for his pc- 
rufal, he faid, that it had been written at Oon-ianak. 
From him we procured the name of Kodiak, the 
larged of Schumagin's Iflands; for it had no name af- 
figned to it upon the chart which he produced. It 
may not be improper to mention, that no names were 
put to the iflands which Ifmylotf faid were to be flruck 
out of the chart; and Captain Cook confidered this as 
fbme confirmation that they have no cxidence. The 
American continent is here called by the Ruffians, as 
w-cll as by the iflanders, Alafchka; which appellation, 
though it properly belongs only to that part which is 
contiguous to Ooncemak, is made ufe of by them when 
fpcaking of the American continent in general. This 
is all the intelligence we obtained from thefe people, 
refpeding the geography of this part of the globe; 
and perhaps this was all the information they were 
able to give. For they repeatedly affured Captain 
Cook, that they knew of no other iflands, befidcs thofe 
w hich were reprefented upon this chart, and that no 
Ruffian had ever vifited any part of the American con¬ 
tinent CO the northward, except that which is oppo- 
licc the country of the Tfchutfkis. If Mr. Scaehlin was 
not greatly impofed upon, what could induce him to 
publilh a map fo fingularly erroneous as his map of the 
New northern Archipelago, in which many ot thefe 
iflands are jumbled together without the lead regard to 
truth? Neverthclcfs, nc himfelf flyles it “ a very ac- 
** curate little map.” 

Ifmyloif continued with us till the evening of the 
2id, when he took his final leave. Captain Cook en- 
truded to his care a letter to the Lords of the Admi¬ 
ralty, cnclofing a chart of all the northern coads we 
had vifited. IfmylofF faid there would be an oppor¬ 
tunity of tranfmitting it to Kamtfchatka, or Okotlk, in 
the coiirfe of the fucceeding fpring; and that it would 
be at Peterfburg the following w'incer. He gave the 
Captain a letter to Major Behm, Governor of Kamtf¬ 
chatka, who rcfidcs at Bolcberctfk, in that peninfula; 
and another to the commanding officer at Pecropau- 
lowdca. This gentleman feemed to poffefs abilities 
that might entitle him to a higher dation than that in 
which we found him. He had confiderable knowledge 


in aflronomy, and in the mod ufeful branches of 
mathematics. Captain Cook made him a prefenr nr ^ 
Hadley’s odlant; and though, perhaps, it was the Hk! 
he had ever fecn, he very quickly made himfelf a 
quainted with mod of the ufes to which that inft 
ment can be applied. 

Thurfday the 22d, in the morning, we made an 
tempt to get out to fea, with the wind at S. E. but 
did not fucceed. In the afternoon of the 23d, we wc ^ 
vifited by one Jacob Ivanovitch Sopofnicoff, a Rufiian^ 
who commanded a fmall veffel at Oomanak. This 
man feemed very moded, and would drink no fironff 
liquor, of which the other Ruffians, whom we had met 
with here, were extremely fond. He appeared to know 
what fupplies could be obtained at the harbour of St 
Peter and St. Paul, and the price of the various articles! 
more accurately than Mr. Ifmyloff. But by all accounts 
every thing we fliould have occafion to purchafe at that 
place, was very fcarce, and bore a high price. Tins 
man informed us, that he was to be at Petropaulowika 
in the enfuing May; and, as we underdood, was to have 
the charge of Captain Cook’s letter. He feemed very 
dcfirous of having fome token from the Captain to 
carry to Major Behm; and to gratify him, t 1 :e Captain 
lent a fmallYpying-glafs. After wc had contradled an 
acquaintance with thefe Ruffians, fcveral of our gentle¬ 
men, at dilforent times, vifited their fettlement onthfi 
ifland, where they alw^ays met with very friendly treat¬ 
ment. It confided of a dwelling-houfe and two ftore- 
houfes. Bcfidcs the Ruffians, there was a number of 
the Kamtfchadales, and of the Oonalaflikans, as fer- 
vants to the former. Some other natives of this ifland, 
who appeared to be independent of the Ruffians, lived 
at the fame place. Such of them as belonged to the 
Ruffians, were all of the male fex; and they are either 
taken or purchafed from their parents when young. 
There were at prefent about twenty of thefe, who could 
be confidered in no other light than as children. They 
all refide in the fame houfc, the Ruffians at the upper 
end, the Kamtfchadales in the middle, and the Gona- 
lalbkans at the lower end, where is fixed a capacious 
boiler for preparing their food, which principally con- 
fills of fifh, with the addition of wild roots and berries. 
There is no great difference between the firfl and lad 
table, except what is produced by cookery, by which 
the Ruffians can make indifferent things palatable. 
They drefs whale’s fiefii in fuch a manner as to make it 
very good eating; and they have a kind of pan-pudding 
of falmon-roc, beaten up fine and fried, which is a to¬ 
lerable fubftitute for bread. They may, perhaps, oc- 
cafionally taflc real bread, or have a difli in which Hour 
is one of the ingredients. If we except the juiccot 
berries, which they generally fip at their nicals, ^ cy 
drink no other liquor than pure water; and 
to be very fortunate for them that “ 

flronger. As the ifland furniflics them Z 

fo it docs in fome meafure with clothing, 
chiefly compofed of (kins. The upper garment,« 
is made like a waggoner’s frock, reaches down 
knees. Bclides this, they wear a waifeoat or P r 
of breeches, a fur cap, and a pair of boots, t e 
which arc formed of fome kind of flrong gub 
foies and upper leathers are of Ruffian leather. 

tw'o Chiefs, Ifmyloif and Ivanovitch, wore a 

frock; and they, as well as feveral \ 

offilk. Many Ruffians are fettled upon all tnc 
confiderable iflands between Kamtfchatka an 
laChka, for the purpofe of colledling furs- 
cipal objcdl is the fen-beaver or otter; but 
ferior value alfo make a part of their carg ^ 
ncgledled to enquire how long they have 
ment upon Oonalaflika, and the nci^bou g 
but if we form our judgment 
great fubjedlion the natives are under, this ‘ 
a verv late date. Thefe furriers are from . 
fucceeded by others. Thofe wc 
Okotfk in 1776, and were to return in 17 * jj^cyare 

As for the native inhabitants ot this * ‘ mceof 

to all appearance a very peaceable, mone ^ 3 

people; and in point of honefty, they mig" 
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pattern to the moft civilized nations. But, from what 
we fiiw of their neighbours, with whom theRuflians are 
unconneded, we have fome doubt whether this was 
their original difpoiition; and are rather inclined lo be 
of opinion, that it is the confequence of their prefent 
ftate of fubjedrion. Indeed, if we did not mifunder- 
ftand the RufTians, they had been under the neceflity of 
making fome fevere examples before they could bring 
the i(landers into tolerable order. If feverities were 
really infiided at fird, the bed excufe for them is, that 
they have produced the mod beneficial effeds; and, at 
prefent, thegreated harmony fubfi(Is between the Ruf¬ 
fians and the natives. The latter have their own chiefs 
in each ifland, and feem to enjoy liberty and property 
without moleftation. Whether they arc tributaries to 
the Ruffians, or not, we could never learn; but we had 
fome reafon to fuppofe that they are. 

The people of Oonalafhka are in general rather low 
of dature, but plump, and w'ell lhaped. Their necks 
are commonly fiiort, and they have fwarthy chubby 
faces. They have black eyes, and fmall beards. Thelrhair 
is long, black, and draight: the men wear it loofc behind, 
and cut before; but the women generally tie it up in a 
bunch. Thedrefsof both fexes is the fame with re- 
fped to fafliion, the only difference is in the materials. 
The frock worn by the women is made of tile (kins of 
Teals; and that of the men, of theikinsof birds; both 
reach below the knees. This confiitutes the whole 
drefs of the females. But, ovd the frock, the men 
wear another compofed of gut, which water cannot 
penetrate; it has a hood to it, which is drawn over the 
head. Some of them WTar boots; and all of them 
wear a fort of oval fnoiited cap, made of wood, with a 
rim that admits the head. They dye thefe caps with 
green and other colours; and round the upper part of 
the rim they fix the long bridles of fome fea animal, 
on which glafs beads arc flrung; and on the front is a 
fmall image or two formed of bone. They do not 
make ufc of paint; but the w-omen puhdurc their faces 
(lightly, and both fexes perforate the lower lip, in 

hich they fix pieces of boiie. But it is as uncommon 
here to fee a man with this ornament, as to obferve a 
woman without it. Some fix beads to the upper lip 
under the nofirils; and they all fiifpend oinaments in 
their ears. 

Fifliand other feaaninaals, birds, foots, befrics; and 
even fca-weed, compofe their food. They dry ejiiaritj- 
ties of fifh during the dimmer, which they lay up in 
fmall huts for their ufe in wdnter; arid, probably, they 
preferve berries and roots for the fame feafon bf fcar- 
city. They eat mod of their provifioris raw. Boiling 
and broiling were the only rriethodsof cookery that \Ve 
faw pradfifed among them; and the former they in all 
probability learnt from the Ruffians. Some have in 
their pofTeffion fmall brafs kettles; and thofe who have 
not, make one of a flat done, with Tides of clay. Cap¬ 
tain Cook once happened to be prefent, when the chief 
of this ifland made his dinner of the raw head of a 
large halibut, jud caught. Before any part of it was 
given to the chief, two of his fervants eat the gills, with 
no other dreffing than fqueezing out the (lime. After 
this, one of them having cut off the head of the fifli, 
look it to the fea, and waflied it, then came with it, and 
fcated himfelfby the chief; but not before he had pulled 
up fome grafs, upon a part of which the head was 
placed, and the red was drewed before the chief. He 
then cut large pieces off the checks, and put them 
within the reach of the chief, who fwallovvcd them 
with great fatisfadlion. When he had finidied his meal, 
the remains of the head being cut in pieces, were given 
to the fervants, who tore od' the meat wdth their teeth, 
and gnawed the bones like fo many dogs. 

As the Oonalaflikins ufc no paint, they are lefs dirty 
in their perfons than thofe favages who thus befmear 
thcmfelvcs; but they are full as filthy in their houfes. 
The following is their method of building: they dig, in 
the ground, an oblong pit, which rarely exceeds fifty 
feet in length, and twenty in breadth; but the dimen- 
fions arc in general fmaller. Over this excavation they 
form the roof of woo’d, which they cover fird with grafs. 


and then with earth, fo that the external appearance 
rcfeitibles a dung-hill. Near each end of the roof is 
left a fquare opening, which admits the light; one of 
thefe openings being intended only for this purpofe, and 
the other being alfo ufed to go in and out by, with the 
affifiance of a ladder, or rather a poft, in which fi:ep5 
are cut. In fome of the houfes there is another en¬ 
trance below, but this is rather uncommon. Round 
the (ides and ends of the habitations, the families, fe- 
vcral of W'hich dwell together, have their feparate 
apartment^, w'hcrethey deep, and fit at Work; not on 
benches, but in a fort of concave trench, dug entirely 
round the infide of the houfe, and covered with mats, fo 
that this part is kept pretty clean and decent. The 
fame cannot be faid of the middle of the houfe, which 
is common to all the families. For, though it is co¬ 
vered with dry grafs, it is a receptacle for every kind 
of dirt, and the place where the urine trough fiands; 
the (lench of which is by no means improved by raw 
hides, or leather, being almofl continually fieeped iri 
it. Behind, and over the trench, they place the few 
effeefts that they have in their poffeffion, fuch as their 
mats, fkins, and apparel. Their furniture confifis of 
buckets, cans, wooden bowls, fpoons, matted balkets, 
and fometimesa Ruffian kettle or pot. All thefe iiten- 
fils are made in a very neat manner; and yet we ob- 
ferved no other tools among them than the knife and the 
hatchet; that is, a fmall flat piece of irort, made like an 
adze, by fixing it iritoa crooked wooden handle. 

Though the Ruffians live among thefe people, We 
found much lefs iron in pofielfion of the liltter, than we 
had met with among other tribes bn the neighbouring 
continent of America, who had never feen the Ruffians, 
nor pcrhdps had any intercourfe With thfem. Probably 
a few beads, and a fmall quantity of tobacco and fnuff, 
purchafe all they have to fparc. There arc few of them 
that do not both fmoke and cheW tobacco, and take 
fnu If. They did not appear to be very defirous of more 
iron, or to Want any other inflriiments, except few'ing 
needles, their own being formed of bone. With thefe 
they few their canoes, and make their clothes, and alfb 
work very curious embroidery. They ufc, iriftead of 
thread, the fibres of finews, which they fplit to the 
thicknefi? which is required. All fewing is performed 
by the females. They are the flioe-rhakers, taylors, 
and bpat-builders, or boat-coverers; for the men, in 
ail probability, conftrudl the wooden frame, over which 
the (kins *ire few^ed. They manufodlure mats, and 
bafleets of grafs, which are both llrong and beautiful: 
There is, indeed, a ncatnefs arid perfedlion in moft of 
their work, that (hews they are neither deficient in in¬ 
genuity nor perfcvcrantic. We did not obferve afire- 
place in any one of their habitations. They are lighted, 
as Well as heated, by lamps; which, though Ample, ef- 
fedually anfwer the purpofe for which they are in¬ 
tended. They confift of a flat (lone, hollowed on one 
fide like a plate; in the hollow part they put the oil, 
mixed with fome dry grafs, which ferves for a wick. 
Both fexes often w'arm themfelves over one of thefe 
lamps, by placing it betwefch their legs, under their 
garments, and fitting thus oVel it for fcveral minutes. 
Thefe people produce fire both by collifion arid attri¬ 
tion; thefirflby (Iriking twO (loneS againft each other, 
on one of which a quantity of brimflone has been pre- 
vioufly rubbed. The latter method is performed by 
means of two pieces of w'bod, one of which is flat, 
and the other is a (lick of the length of about a foot 
and a half. They prefs the pointed end of the (lick upon 
the other piece, w'hirling it nimbly round as a drill, and 
thus fire is procured in a few minutes. This method is 
common in many countries. It is not only pradifed 
by thefe people, but alfo by the Kamtfchadales, the 
Greenlanders, the Ocaheiteans, the New Hollanders, 
and the Brazilians, and probably by other nations. 
Some men bf learning and genius have founded an ar¬ 
gument on this cuftom, to prove that this arid that na¬ 
tion are of the fame extr^dlion. But cafual agreements, 
in a few particular inflanccs, will not wholly authorize 
fuch a conclufion; nor, on the other hand, will a dif- 
agreement, either in manners or cuftoras, between two 
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dirtcrcnt nations, prove of courfe that they are of dif¬ 
ferent extradlion. We fjtw no offenftve, nor even de- 
fenfivc weapon among the natives of Oonalaflika. It 
can fcarcely beruppofed that the Rulhans found them 
in fuch a defencelefs flai^ ; it is rather to be imagined, 
that, for their own fecurity, they have difarmed them. 
Political motives, likewife, may have induced the Ruf¬ 
fians not to permit thefe iflanders to have any large ca¬ 
noes; for we can hardly believe they had none fuch ori¬ 
ginally, as we found them among all their neighbours. 
However, we obferved none here except two or three 
that belonged to the Ruflians. 

The canoes in ufe among the natives, arc fmallcr than 
any of thofe wc had feen upon the coafl of America, 
from which, however, they differ but little in their con- 
ftru<flion. The form of thefe terminates fomewhat 
abruptly; the head is forked, and the upper point of 
the fork projeds without the under one, which is level 
with the furface of the water. It is remarkable that 
they ftiould thus conlfrud them, for the fork generally 
catches hold of every thing that comes in the way; to 
prevent which, they fix a piece of fmall flick from one 
point to the other. In other refpeds they build their 
canoes after the manner of thofe of the Efquimauxand 
Greenlanders ; the frame being of (lender laths, and the 
covering of the Ikins of fcals. They are about twelve 
feet in length, eighteen inches in breadth in the mid¬ 
dle, and twelve or fourteen inches in depth. They 
fometimes carry two peffons, one of whom fits in the 
feat, or round hole, which is nearly in the middle; and 
the other is firetched at full length in the canoe. Round 
this hole is a rim or hoop of wood, about which gut- 
(kinisfewed, which can be drawn together, or opened 
like a purfe, with leathern firings fitted to the outer 
edge. The man fits in this place, draws the fkin tight 
about his body over his gut-frock, and brings the ends 
of the thongs, or purfe-ftrings, tight round his wrifts; 
and it being clofe round his neck, and the hood being 
drawn over his head, where his cap confines it, water 
cannot eafily penetrate, either into the canoe, or to his 
body. If, however, any water fliould find means to in- 
iinuate itfelf, the boatman dries it up with a piece of 
fpunge. He makes ufe of a double-bladed paddle, 
which is held with both hands in the middle, firiking 
the water firfi on one fide, and then on the other, with a 
quick regular motion. Thus the canoe is impelled at a 
great rate, and in a diredlion perfedly firaight. In fail¬ 
ing from Egoochfhak to Samganoodha, though our 
fiiip went at the rateof feven miles an hour, tw'o or three 
’canoes kept pace with her. Their Implements for 
hunting and fifhing lie ready upon their canoes, under 
firaps fixed for the purpofe. They are all extremely 
well made of w^ood and bone, and arc not very different 
from thofe ufed by the Greenlanders. The only dif¬ 
ference is in the point of the miffje dart; which, in 
fome that wc faw at this ifland, docs not exceed an inch 
in length; whereas thofe of the Greenlanders, accord¬ 
ing to Crantz, arc about eighteen inches long. Indeed 
thefe darts, as well as fome others of their infiruments, 
arc extremely curious. Their darts arc generally made 
of fir, and are about four feet in length. The bird, fifh, 
or other animal is no fooner firuck, than the pointed 
bone flips out of the focket, but remains fixed in its 
body by means of the barb. The dart then ferves as a 
float to trace the animal, and alfo contributes to fatigue 
it confidcrably, fo that it is eafily taken. They throw 
thefe darts by the afiiftance of a thin piece of wood, 
twelve or fourteen .inches long; the middle of this is 
nightly hollowed, for the better reception of thew'eapon; 
and at the termination of the hollow', which does not 
extend to the end, is fixed a fhort pointed piece of 
bone, to prevent the dart from flipping. Tiie other 
extremity is furnifhed w'ith a hole for the reception of 
the fore-finger, and the fidesare made to coincide with 
other fingers and thumb, in order to grafp with 
greater firmnefs. The natives throw thefe darts to the 
difiance of eighty or ninety yards, with great force and 
dexterity. They are exceedingly expert in firiking fifii, 
both in the fea, and in rivers. They alfo ufe hooks and 
lines, nets and wears. The lines are formed of twifted 
finews, and the hooks of bone. 


Whales, porpoifes, grampufes, halibut, fword-fi(h 
falmon, trout, cod, foals, flaufifh, and ’fevcral other 
forts, are found here; and there may be many more that 
we had not an opportunity of feeing. Salmon and ha¬ 
libut appear to be in the greatefi plenty; and on thesn 
the people of thefe ifles principally fublifi; at Icafi 
they were the only fort of fifli, except cod, that we ob¬ 
ferved to be laid up for their winter fiorc. Seals, and 
all that tribe of fea animals, are not fo numerous as 
they are in many other feas. Nor can this be thought 
furprizing, fince there is hardly any part of the coall 
on cither continent, nor any of thefe illands, fituatc be¬ 
tween them, but what is inhabited, and whofc inhabi¬ 
tants hunt thefe animals for their food and clothing, 
Sca-horfes are, indeed, to be found in prodigious num¬ 
bers about the ice; and the fea-otter is fcarce any 
whereto be met with but in this fea. An animal was 
fometimes feen by us, that blew after the manner of 
whales. It had a head refembling that of a fcal. Ic 
was larger than that animal, and its colour was white, 
with dark fpots interfperfed. This was perhaps the 
manati, or fca-cow'. 

Water fowls are neither found here in fuc-h numbers, 
nor in fuch variety, as in the northern parts of the At « 
lantic Ocean. How'cver there are fome in thefe parts, 
that we do not recollccT: to have feen in other countries; 
particularly the alca monochroa of Stcllcr, and a black 
and white deck, which we judge to be different from 
the fione-duck that Kraflieninikolf hasdeferibed in his 
Hillory of Kamtfchatka. All the other birds we faw 
are mentioned by this author, except fome which we 
obferved near the ice; and the greatefi part of thefe, 
if not all, have been deferibed by Martin, in his voyage 
to Greenland. It is fomewhat extraordinary, that pen¬ 
guins, which are fo frequently met with in many parts 
of the world, fhould not be found in this fea. Alba- 
trofics too are extremely fcarce here. The few land 
birds feen by us arc the fame with thofe of Europe; 
but there were probably many others which we had no 
opportunity of obferving. A very beautiful bird was 
lliot in the woods at Norton Sound; which, wc under- 
fiand, is fometimes found in England, and known by 
the appellation of chatterer. Our people faw other 
fmall birds there, but in no great abundance or variety; 
fuch as the bullfinch, the wood-pecker, the yellow- 
finch, and tit-moufe. 

Our excurfionsand obfervations being confined to the 
fea coafi, wc cannot be expetfied to have much know¬ 
ledge of the animals or vegetables of the country. 
There are few other infc(5ts befides mufquitoes, and we 
faw few reptiles except lizards. There arc no deer at 
Oonalaflika, or any of the neighbouring iflands; nor 
are there any domcfiic animals, not even dogs. Wea- 
fcls and foxes were the only quadrupeds wc obferved; 
but the natives told us, that they had likewife hares* 
and the mariiiottas mentioned by Kraflieninikoft. 
Hence it appears, that the inhabitants procure the 
greatefi fliare of their food from the fea and rivers. 
They are alfo indebted to the fea for all the wood which 
they ufe for building, and other necclfary purpofes ; as 
there is not a tree to be feen growing upon any ol the 
iflands, nor upon the neighbouring coafi of the con¬ 
tinent. The feeds of plants arc faid to be conveyed, 
by various means, from one part of the world to ano¬ 
ther; even to iflands lying in the midfi of cxtenfiyc 
oceans, and far difiant from any other lands. It is 
therefore remarkable, that there arc no trees growing on 
this part of the American continent, nor upon any ot 
the ad jacent illcs. They are doubtlefs as well fituated 
for receiving feeds, by the various ways we have heard 
of, as thofe coafis which have plenty of wood. Nature 
has, perhaps, denied to fome foils the power of raifmg 
trees, without the affifiance of art. With refpedl to 
the drift-wood, upon the fiiores of thefe iflands, we 
have no doubt of its coming from America. For 
though there may be none on the neighbouring coafi, 
a fufficient quantity may grow farther up the coun¬ 
try, which may be broken loofe by torrents in the 
fpring, and brought down to the fea; and not a litd^ 
may be conveyed from the woody coafis, though fitu- 



















































































at t^^ JirtttfS^7na‘v’\'y*t> Paiernoaix!rR^H' . 




























































































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


atecl at a more confiderable diftance. But plants are 
to be found in great variety at Oonalaflika. -Several of 
them arc fuch as we meet with in Europe, and alfo in 
Newfoundland, and other parts of America; and 
others of them, which arc likewife found in Kamtf- 
chatka, are eaten by the natives both there and here. 
Of thefe, Kraflieninikoff has favoured us with deferip- 
tions. The principal one is the Saranne, or lily root; 
which is about as large as a root of garlick, round, and 
compofed of a number of fmall cloves and grains. 
When boiled it fomewhat refemblcs faloop; the tafte 
of it is not difagrecable. It does not appear to be in 
great abundance. Among the food of the natives we 
may reckon fome other wild roots; the Oalk of a plant 
not unlike angelica; and berries of different fpecies, 
fuch as cranberries, hurtle-berries, bramble-berries, 
and heath-berries; befides a fmall red berry, which, 
in Newfoundland, is denominated partridge berry; 
and another brown berry, with which we were unac¬ 
quainted. This has fomewhat of the tafte of a floe, 
but is different from it in every other rcrpcdl. When 
eaten in a confiderable quantity it is very aftringent. 
Brandy may be diftilled from it. Captain Clerke en¬ 
deavoured to preferve fome; but they fermented, and 
became as ftrong as if they had been fteeped in fpirits. 
There were feveral plants which were ferviceable to us, 
but are not ufed either by the Ruftians or natives, fuch 
as wild purflain; pea-tops; a kind of feurvy grafs; 
creftes; and fome others. On the low ground, and in 
the valleys is plenty of grafs, w'hich grows very thick, 
and to a great length. Among the inhabitants, native 
fulphur was feen, but we had no opportunity of learn¬ 
ing w'here they got it. We found alfo ochre ; a ftone 
that gives a purple colour; and another that gives a 
very good green. In its natural ftate it is of a greyifli 
green colour, coarfe, and heavy. It diffolvcs eafily in 
oil, but it entirely lofes its properties when put into water. 

It feemed to be fcarce in Oonalaflika, but, we were told, 
it was in greater plenty in the ifland of Ooncmak. 

The inhabitants of Oonalaflika bury their dead on 
the fummits of hills, and raife a little hillock over their 
graves. There was one of thefe receptacles of the dead 
by the fide of the road leading from the harbour to the 
village, over which was raiftd a heap of ftones. It 
was obferved that every one who palfed it added 
one to it. In the country, we faw feveral ftone 
hillocks, that feemed to have been raifed by art; and 
many of them were apparently of great antiquity. Thefe 
people are remarkably chearful and friendly among 
each other; and always behaved with great civility to 
us. The Ruftians told us, that they ne\cr had any con- 
nedlions with their women, becaufe they were not 
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Chriftians. Our people were not fo fcrupulous; and 
fome of them had rcafon to repent that the females of 
Oonalaflika encouraged their addreffes without any 
referve; for their health fuffered by a diftemper that 
is not unknown here. 

We have had occafion to mention frequently, from 
the time of our arrival in Prince William’s Sound, how 
remarkably the natives on this north-weft fide of Ame¬ 
rica, refcmblc the Greenlanders and EfquinKaux, in 
various particulars of perfon, drefs, weapons, canoes, 
and the like. We were, however, much lefs ft ruck 
w'ith this, than with the afiinityTubfifting between the 
dialeds of the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, and thofe 
of Oonalaflika and Norto^i’s Sound. But we muft 
obferve, with refpcdl to the words which were collcded 
by us on this lide of America, that too much ftrefs is 
not to be laid upon their being accurately reprefented; 
for, after the death of Mr. Anderfon, wc had few'W'ho 
took any great degree of pains about fuch matters; and 
wc have often found that the fame word, written down 
by two or more perfons, from the mouth of the fame 
native, differed confiderably, on being compared to¬ 
gether. Neverthelefs, enough is certain to authorize 
this judgment, that there is great rcafon to fuppofe, 
that all thefe nations are of the fame extradion; and if 
that be the cafe, there is little doubt of there being a 
northern communication by fea, between the weftern 
fide of America, and the caftern fide, through Baffin’s 
Bay; w'hich communication, however, is perhaps ef- 
fcdually fhut up againft fliips, by ice, and other ob- 
ftrudions; fuch, at Icaft, was Captain Cook s opinion 
at this time. 

In thefe parts the tides are not very confiderable, 
except in Cook's River. The flood comes from the 
S. or S. E. following the diredion of the coaft to the N. 
W. Between Cape Prince of Wales and Norton Sound 
wc found a current fetting towards the N. W. particu¬ 
larly off* that Cape, and within Sledge Ifland. Thi^ 
current, however, extended but a little w'ay from the 
coaft, and was neither confiftent nor uniform. To 
the N. of Cape Prince of Wales, w'e obferved neither 
tide nor current, either on the coaft of America, or 
that of Afia. This circumftancc gave rife to an opi¬ 
nion, which fome of our people entertained, that the' 
two coafts were conneded either by land or icc; and 
that opinion received fome degree of ftrength, from 
our never having any hollow waves from the north¬ 
ward, and from our feeing ice almoft the whole way 
acrofs. From the feveral obfervations made during 
our continuance in the harbour of Samganoodha, its 
latitude is 53 deg. 5 min. N. and its longitude 193 deg. 
29 min. 45 fee. E. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Refolution and Bifeovery take their departure from Samganoodha Harbour, in the ifland of Oonaiajhka—Sandivich Ilhnds 
the appointed place of rendezvous—Pqfs the ijland of Amoghta—The fir ait between Oonalaffoka and Oonella repaijed--^ 
Run to the South^One man killed, and others wounded, on board the Bifeovery—Mowee, one of the Sandwich ijlands de-. 
fcried Ayifitfrom a chief named 1‘erreeoboo—Another ifland, called Ozvhyhee, dijeovered—The crew refufe to drink fic- 
gar^cane liquor—The cordage in the navy and merchants fervice compared—Favourable account of the natives of Ozvhyhee 
---The Refolntion gets to the zvindzvard of the ifland—Is joined by the Bifeovery—The two fbips anchor in Karakakooa 
Fay, after it had been examined by Bligh—In the interim, multitudes of the ijlanders are feen, and vifts receivedfrom many 

of them —karakakooa Bay defcribed-—The fbips furrounded by the natives—Defpotic authority of the chiefs over them _ 

A vifit from Koah—The Morai at Kakooa deferibed—Offering made to Captain Cook—Obfervatories ere£!ed The mund 

on which they arc placed tabooed — M.cthod of curing meat in tropical climates. 


O N Monday, the 26th of Odober, wc failed 
from Samganoodha harbour, vEcn, the wind 
being foutherly, we flood to the weftward. 
The Commodore’s intention was to proceed to Sand- 
'vich I Hands, in order to pafs a few of the winter 
nionths there, if wc fliould meet with the neceflary 
J^^frcfhraents, and then dired our courfe to Kamt- 
jehatka, fo as to endeavour to arrive there by the mid¬ 
dle of May, in the enfuing year. This being dctcr- 
niined on, the Commodore delivered into the hands 
Captain Clerke inftrudions how to proceed in cafe of 
No. 70. 


feparation. Sandwich Iflands being appointed for the 
firft place of rendezvous; and for the fecond, Petro- 
paulowflca, in Kamtfchatka. Having got out of the 
harbour, the wind veered to the S. E. with which we 
were carried to the weftern part of Oonalaflika, by the 
evening. We had here the wind at S. and ftretched 
to the weftward. On Tuefday the 27th, at feven o’clock 
A. M. wc wore, and flood to theE. The wind had now 
fo greatly increafed, as to reduce us to our three cour- 
les. It blew in heavy fqualls, accompanied with fnow, 
hail, and rain. On the 28th, in the mornino^, Oona- 
7 F lalhka 
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TaHika bore S. E. four leagues dillant. VV’c now flood 
,to the weft ward; but, towards evening, the wind, after 
It had for a fhort time abated, got inlenfibly to the N. 
E. incrcafing to a very hard gale, accompanied with 
rain: we therefore fteered firft to the fouthwaid, and 
then, as the wind inclined to the N. and N. W. more 
wefterly. On Thurfday the 26th, at half-paft fix, A. M. 
land was deferied, fuppofed to be the ifland of Amoghta. 
At eight, finding it not in our power to weather the 
illand, w'c gave over plying, and bore away, with the 
view of going to the N. of Oonalaftika, not prefuming 
in fo hard a gale of w'ind to attempt a paflage to the S. 
E. of it. When we bore away, the land extended from 
E. by S. half S. to S. S. W. diftant four leagues. Our 
lat. was 53 deg. 38 min. and our long. 191 deg. 17 min. 
which gives a very dift'erent ficuation to this illand from 
that afligned to it upon the Rullian map; and Captain 
Cook was at a lofs to determine w hether it was Amoghta 
or not; but on the chart, Krenitzen’s and Lcvafticfl’s 
voyage, in 1768 and 1769, an illand called Amuckta is 
laid down, not very far from the place here alligned to 
Amoghta by Captain Cook. As we were fteering to the 
N. E. at I r o’clock we difeovered a rock, elevated like 
a tower, bearing N. N. E. about four leagues diftant, 
and lituated in lat. 53 deg. 57 min. lon^. 191 deg. 2 
min. I'his rock is not marked in theRuftian map, pro¬ 
duced by Ifmyloft'; yet it has a place in the chart of 
Krenitzen’s and Levalhetf s voyage. That chart alfo 
agrees with Captain Cook’s, as to the general pofition 
of this group of iftands. The lingularly indented Azores 
of the illand of Oonalaftika, are reprefented in both 
charts nearly alike. Thefe circumltances are vyorihy 
of notice, as the more modern Ruffian maps of this Ar¬ 
chipelago arc fo exceedingly erroneous. At three in the 
afternoon, we had in view Oonalaftika; upon which we 
lliortcned fail, and hauled the wind, being unable to run 
through tlie palfagc before night. Friday, the zorh, 
we had a very hard gale at W. N. W. w'ich heavy Iqualls 
and fnow, infomuch that we wxre compelled to bear 
away under courfes, and clofc-rcefed top-failsL At noon, 
we were about the middle of the ftrait, between Oona¬ 
laftika and Oonella, the-harbourof Samganoodha, bear¬ 
ing S. S. E. one league diftant. At three o'clock, P. M. 
we were through the ftrait, and clear of the illcs, Cape 
Providence bearing W. S. W. diftant three leagues. 

On Sunday, the i ft of November, the wind was fa¬ 
vourable, and we ftood to lea. The weather was fairer 
than it had been at any time fince we cleared Sainga- 
noodha Harbour, as it is called by the RuIlians, or Pro¬ 
vidence Bay, as it was named by Captain Cook. On the 
2d, the wind was at S. and, in the evening, blew a vio¬ 
lent ftorm, which occalioncd us to bring to. Several 
guns were fired by the difeovery, which wc immediately 
anfwercd. We loft fight of her at eight o’clock; nor 
did fhe join us till ten the next morning, being the 3d. 
On Saturday the 7th, in lat. 42 deg. 12 min. long. 201 
deg. 26 min. E. a ftiag, or cormorant. Hew often round 
the Ibip. As it is not common for thefe kind of birds 
to go far from land, wc concluded there might be fome 
at no great diftance, though wc did not difcovcrany. 
Having but little wind. Captain Clerke came on board 
with fome melancholy intelligence. He informed us, 
that the fecond night after wc had departed from Pro¬ 
vidence Bay, or Samganoodha, the main-tack of the 
Difcovcry gave way, by which accident John Mackin- 
ipfti, fcaman, was (truck dead, and the boatlwain, with 
three other mariners, much wounded. He added, that 
on the 3d, his ftiip having fprung a leak, and the rig¬ 
ging received confiderablc damage, he fired fome guns 
as a lignal for the Relbliition to bring to. On the 8th 
wc were favoured with a gentle breeze atN. attended 
with clear weather. On the 9th, we had eight hours 
calm; to which fuccceded a wind from the b. accom¬ 
panied w ith fair weather. Such of our people as could 
handle a needle, were now employed to repair the fails; 
and the carpenters were direcled to put the boats in or¬ 
der. Thurfday, the 12th, we obferved in lat. 38 deg. 
T4 min. long. 206 deg. 17 min. The wind returned 
back to the northward; and on Sunday the 15th, in lat. 
3 3 deg. 30 min. it veered to the E. We. now faw a tro¬ 


pic bird, and a dolphin, the firft we had obferved in 
ourpalTage. On l ucfday, the 17th, the wind was fouth- 
ward, at which point it remained till the 19th, in the 
afternoon, ’when it was fuddenly brought round by the 
W. to the N. The wind increafed to^ a very flrong 
gale, and brought us under double-reefed top-fails. Wc 
were now in lat. 32 deg. 26 min. long. 207 deg. 30 
mirj. E. In lowering the main top-fail, in ortlcr to reef 
it, the violence of the wind tore it out of the foot-rope, 
and it wajs Iplit in fcvcral parts. e got, however, 
another top-fail to the yard the next morning. This 
gale proved to be the forerunner of the trade-wind, 
which, in lat. 25 deg. veered to the E. and E. S. E. 
We fteered to the I'ouihward till Wednclday, the 25111, 
when we were in lat. 20 deg. 55 min- On the 26th, at 
day-break, wc difeovered land, extending from S. S. E. 
to W. At eight o’clock wc ftood for it, when it ex¬ 
tended from S. E. half S. to W. the neareft part being 
about two leagues diftant. We now perceived that our 
difcovcry of the group of Sandwich iftands had been very 
imperfect, thole which we had vilited in our progrefs 
northw'ard, all lying to the leeward of our prd'ent lla- 
tion. An elevated hill.appeared in the country, whofe 
fummit rofc above the clouds. The land from this hill 
fell in a gradual flope, terminatkig in a ftcep rocky 
coaft: the iea breaking againlt it in a moil dreadful 
furf. Unable to weather the ifland, wc bore up, and 
ranged to the wcftw’ard. We now perceived people on 
many parts of the ftiorc; alfo fcvcral houfes and pianca- 
cions. Fhe country appeared lobe well fupplied with 
wood and water, and running ftreams were ieen in va¬ 
rious places, falling into the fea. It being of the utmoft 
importance to procure a fupply of provilions at thefe 
iftands, which could not be accomphihed, lliould a free 
trade with, the natives be permitted ;. for this rcafon, 
the Commodore publiftied an order, prohibiting all per- 
(bns on board the Ihips from trading, except ihole that 
(hould be appointed by himfeif and Captain Cierkc; 
and even thefe were under limitations of trading only 
for provilions and refrcfliments. InjunClions were alia 
hud againll admitting women into the (hips, under cer¬ 
tain reltrictions; but the evil intended to have been 
prevented by this regulation, had already got amonglt 
them. At noon, the coaft extended from S. 81 deg. E. 
to N. 561 deg. W. A low Hat, like an ifthmus, bore S* 
42 deg.. W. the neareft lliorc being four miles diftant. 
Our lat. was now 20 deg 59 min. our long. 203 deg. 50 
min. E. Some canoes came off, and when along-lide, 
many of chofc who were in them, entered the Ihip with¬ 
out helication. Wc foon perceived that they were ol the 
fame nation asthofe illandcrs more to the leeward, whom 
wc had already vilited; and, as we underftood, they 
were no ftrangers to our having been in thefe parts be¬ 
fore. It was indeed too evident; thefe people having 
got the venereal difeafe among them, which they pro¬ 
bably contracted by an interGourfe with their neigh¬ 
bours, after we had left them. Our vilitors fupplied 
us with a quantity of cutcle-Iilh, in exchange for nails 
and iron. They brought but a fmall quantity of fruit or 
loots, but faid they had plenty of them on their illand, 
as well as of hogs and fowls. The horizon being clear, 
in the evening, we fuppofed the vvefternmoft land that 
we could fee to bean illand, diftinflfrom chat off which 
we now were. Expedting the natives would return the 
next day, with the produce of their illand, wc plied off 
the whole night, and ftood dole in Ibore the next morn¬ 
ing. We were at firft vilited by a few only, but cowards 
noon numbers of them appeared, bringing with them 
potatoes, tarro, bread-fruit, plantains, and fmall pigs; 
all of which were bartered for iron tools and nails, we 
having few other articles to give them. Wc made luu^ 
tual exchanges till four in the afternoon, at which time 
they had difpofed of all their cargoes, and not cxpiefs- 
ing any inclination to fetch more, wc immediately made 
fail. 

On Monday, the 30th, in the afternoon, being oft 
the N. E. end of the illand, fome more canoes came off* 
Moft of thefe belonged to Terreeoboo, a chid, who 
came in one of them. He made the CommodoreJi 
prefent of three pigs; and wc procured a little truic by 
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bartering with his people, fn about two hours they 

all lel'c us» except feven perfons who chofe to remain on 
board. Soon after, a double failing canoe arrived to 
attend upon them, which we towed aftern the whole 
night. In the evening, another ifland was feen to the 
windward, called, by the natives, Ov\hyhcc. That 
which we had been olf for fome days, w^as called Mo- 
wee. 

On 1 uefday, the i ft of December, at eight o’clock 
A. M. Owhyhee extended fromS. 22 deg. H. to S. 12 
deg. W. and Mowee from N. 41 deg. to N. 81 deg. 
W. Perceiving we could fetch Owhyhee, we ftood for 
it, when our vilitors from Mowee thought proper to 
embark in their canoes, and went afliore. We fpent the 
night, ftanding off and on the north fide of Owhyhcc. 
On the 2nd, in the morning, to our great furprize, we 
faw the fummirs of the mountains covered vviih fnow. 
Though they were not of an extraordinary height, the 
fnow^, in fome places, appeared to be of a conftderable 
depth, and to have remained there fome time. As we 
drew near the fliore fome of the natives approached us, 
w'ho appeared a little fliy at firft; but we prevailed on 
fbme of them to come on board ; and at length pre 
vailed on them to return to the illand to bring us fuch 
refrcftimbnts as w'c wanted. .After tbefe had reached 
the ftiore, we had plenty of conrtpany, Who brought us 
a tolerablefiipply of pig.s, fruit, and roots. We traded 
with them till lix in the evening, when we ftood off, in 
order to ply to windward round the iflaitd. In the 
evening of the 4th, an eclipfe of the moon vvjts obferirdi 
Mr. King ufed, for the purpofe of obfervatibn, a night- 
telcfcopc, with a circular'aperture at the •objcbl end; 
The Commodore obferved'w'ith the telefcope of one 
of Ramrden’s fextants. The mean of their obferva- 
tions made our longitude to be 204 deg. 35 min. E. 
Sunday, the 6th, in the evening, being near the ftiore, 
and five leagues farther up the coaft, wc again traded 
with the natives; but wjceiving only a trifling fupply, we 
ftood in the next morning, when the number of our vi- 
fuars was conftderable. We had now procured pork, 
fruit, and roots, fufneient toferve us four or five days; 
wc, therefore, made fail, and ftill plied to the windward. 
Among other ftores, the Commodore had procured a 
great quantity of fugar-cane; and, having, upon trial, 
difeovered, that a decodion of it made very palatable 
liquor, he ordered ft>meof it to be-brewed fOr ourftiip’s 
ftrvice; but on broaching a cafk thereof, not one of 
the crew would even taftc it. Captain Cook having no 
other motive in preparing this beverage, than that of 
preferving our fpirits for a colder climate, neither ex¬ 
erted his authority, nor had recourfe to perfuafton, to 
induce them to drink it, w^ell knowing that, fo long as 
we could be plentifully fupplied with other vegetables, 
there was no danger of the feurvy. But that he might 
not have his intention fruftrated, he ordered that no 
grog llioiildbe ferved in either of the two fhips. The 
Commodore and his officers continued to drink this fu- 
gar-canc beer, whenever materials could be procured 
for brewing it. Some hopvs, which we had on board 
'improved it much; and, it was, doubtlefs, extremely 
wholefome; though our inconftdcratc crew, could not 
beperfuaded, but it muft' be injurious to their health. 
About the beginning of this month, the crew of the 
Difeovery being much in want of provifions. Captain 
Clerke,againft his inclination, was under the neceffity 
of fubftituting ftock fifli in the room of beef; but they 
were no fooncr well in with the land, than they were 
vifited by many of the inhabitants, who came oft” in 
their canoes-, with all forts of provifions, which their 
ifland afforded ; and every man had leave to purchafe 
what he could for his own indulgence. This diffufed 
a joy among the mariners that is not cafy to be expreffed. 
From a fullennefs and difeontent, viftble in every coun¬ 
tenance, all waschearflilnefi, mirth and jollity. Frefh 
provifions and kind female.s arc the Tailors foie delight; 
and when in poffcffion of thefe, paft hardftftps are in- 
ftancly forgotten; even thofe whom the feurvy had at¬ 
tacked, and rendered almoft lifelefs, brightelned up on 
this occafion, and for the moment appeared alert. We 
muft here obfer\"c, that innovations,- of whatever kind 
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on board a fhip, are fure to meet with the difapproba- 
tion of the fcamen, though even to their advantage. 
Our portable fbup and four krout were condemned, at 
firft, as improper food for human beings. Few' com¬ 
manders have introduced moreufeful varieties of food 
and drink into their ftfips than Captain Cook has done: 
few others, indeed, have had the opportunities, or have 
been driven to the neceffity of trying fuch experiments. 
It w'as nevcrthclefs, ow ing to certain deviations from 
eftabliftied cuftoms and practice, that he was enabled, 
in a great degree, to preferve his people from the feurvy, 
a diftemper that has often made more havock in peace¬ 
ful voyages, than the enemy in military expeditions. 

Sunday, the 13th, having hitherto kept at feme dif- 
tance from the coaft, we now ftood in, fix leagues more 
to the windward; and, after trading with fuch of the 
natives as came oft” to us, returned to fca. On the 
15th, it was our intention to approach the Ihore again, 
W'ith the view of procuring a frelli fupply of fruit and 
roots; but the wind being then at S. E. by S. and S. 
S. E. we embraced the opportunity of ft retch ing to 
the call ward, in order to get round the S. E. end of the 
iftand. The wind continued at S. E. the greateft part 
of the i6ih; it was variable on the 17th, and on Friday 
the I 8th, it was continually veering. Sometimes it 
blew in hard rqualJs; and, at other times, it was calm, 
W'ith thunder, lightning, and rain. In the afternoon 
it was wefterly for a few hours, but it Ihiftcd, in the 
evening to E. by S. The S. E. point of the illand 
now bore S: W. by S. five leagues diftant. We ex- 
peefted to have weathered it, but, on Saturday, the T9th, 
at one o’clock, A. M. we were left w'holly at the mercy 
of a north-eafterly fw'cll, which drove us faft towards 
the land-; fo that long before day-break, lights were 
feen upon the fhore, which w'as then diftant about a 
league. It was a dark night, with thunder, lightning, 
and rain. The calm was fucceeded by a ’ breeze from 
the S. E. by E. blowingihVqualls with rain. We ftood 
to the N. E. thinking i^^d^b beft tack to clear the coaft; 
but had it been day-light, w'c ftiriuld have chofen the 
other. At day-break, the coaft extended from N. by 
W. to S. W. by W. about half a league diftant; amoft 
dreadful furf breaking upon the ftiore. We had cer¬ 
tainly been in riioft imminent danger; from which wc 
were not yet fccure, the wind veering more eafteriv; fo 
that for a conftderable time, wc were but juft able to 
keep our diftance from the coaft. Our fituation was 
rendered more alarming, by the leaCh-rope of the main¬ 
top-fail giving way, in confcqucnce of which the fail 
was rent in two; and the top-gnllant-lails gave way in 
the fame manner, though not half worn out. Wc foon, 
however, got others to the yards, and left the land 
aftern. The Difeovery was at fome diftance to the 
north, entirely clear from the land; nor did flic appear 
in fight till eight o’clock. C'aptain Cook here remarks, 
that the bolt ropes to our fails are extremely deficient in 
ftrength or fubftancc. This, at diftcrent times, ha.s 
been the fource of infinite labour and vexation; and 
has occafioned much lofs of canvas by giving way; 
from whence he concludes, that the cordage, canvas, 
and other (lores, made ufeof in the navy, arc inferior, 
in general, to thofe ufed in the merchants fervice. The 
Commodore alfo obferves, an opinion prevails among 
all naval officers, that the King’s ftores are fuperior to 
any others. They may be right, he admits, as to the 
quantity, but not as to the quality of the ftores. This, 
indeed, he fays, is not often tried; for thefe articles are 
ufually condemned, or converted toother ufes, before 
they are half worn out. Only fuch voyages as ours 
afford an opportunity of making the trial; our fitua- 
tion being fuch, as to render it neceffary to wear every 
thing to the extreme. Captain Cook in this comparifon 
of fome cordage ufed in the King’s fervice, with what is 
ufed in that of the merchants, may, in part, be right; ef- 
pcciallyin time of war, when part of the cordage wanted 
in the navy is, from neceffity, made by contrad. But 
it is well known, that there is no better cordage than 
what is made in the King’s yards. This we affert, on 
the authority of a naval officer of diftinguiflicd rank, 
and great profcffonal ability, who has, at the fame time, 
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recommended it as a neceflary precaution, that fliips 
fitted out on difeoverv, fliould be furnillicd with no cor¬ 
dage but what is made in the King’s yards; and, in¬ 
deed, that every article of their florcs, of every kind, 
fhould be the bed that can be made. 

When day-light appeared, the natives afhore dif- 
played a M hitc hag, we imagined, as a fignal of peace 
•and friendIhip. Many of them ventured out after us ; 
but as the wind frediencd, and we were unwilling to 
wait, they w'ere left prefently adern. In the afternoon 
we made another attempt to weather the eadern ex¬ 
treme; in which we failed. Indeed, our getting round 
the ifland was a matter of no importance, for wc had 
feen the extreme of it to the S. E. which was all the 
Commodore delired; the natives having informed us, 
that there was no other ifland to the windward of this. 
But as we were fo near accomplidiing our defign, we 
did not entirely abandon the idea of weathering it, and 
continued to ply. On Sunday, the 20th, at. noon, the 
point bore S. didant three leagues. The fnowy 
hills bore W. N. W. and we were within four miles of 
the neared fliorc. In the afternoon w'e were vifited by 
fome of the inhabitants, who came off in their canoes, 
bringing with them pigs and plantains: the laxter W'ere 
highly acceptable, we having been without vegetables 
for fome days; but this fupply w^s fcarcely fufficierit 
for one day; we therefore dood in the next morning, 
till within about four miles of the land, when a num¬ 
ber of canoes came off, laden with provifions. The 
people continued trading with us till four o’clock in the 
afternoon, at which time having obtained a good fup¬ 
ply, wc made fail, dretching off to the northward. In 
our intercourfc with the people of this ifland, we met 
with lefs referve and fufpicion, than we had ever ex¬ 
perienced among any of the Indian tribes. They fre¬ 
quently fent up into the fliip, the articles they meant to 
barter, and afterwards came in themfelves, to traffic on 
the quarter deck. The inhabitants of Otaheite, whom 
we fo often vifited, had not that confidence in our in¬ 
tegrity. It is but jurtice to obferve, that the natives of 
Owhyheenever attempted to over-reach us in exchanges, 
nor to commit a Angle theft. They perfectly under- 
dood trading, and clearly comprehended the reafon of 
our plying upon the coad; for though they brought off' 
plenty of pigs, and other provifions, they were parti¬ 
cular in keeping up the price, and rather than difpofe of 
them at what they thought under the value, they would 
carry them to fliore again. 

Tuefday, the 22nd, at eight o’clock A. M. we tacked 
to the fouthward. At noon, in lat. 20 deg. 28 min. 30 
fee. the fnowy peak bore S. W. half S. the preceding 
day wc had a good view of it, and the quantity of fnow 
feemed to have incrcafcd, and to extend lower down the 
hill. We dood to the S. E. till midnight, when we 
tacked till four. We had hopes of weathering the 
ifland, and fliould have fuccccded, if a calm had not 
enfued, and left us to the mercy of a fwell, which im¬ 
pelled us towards the land, from which we were not 
above the didance of two leagues. Some light puffs 
f)f wind, however, took us out of danger. As wc lay 
in this fituation, fome iflanders came od' with hogs, 
fowls, and fruit. From one of the canoes we got a 
goofc, little larger than a Mufeovy duck. The colour 
of its plumage was dark grey; the bill and legs were 
black. Having purchafed what the natives had brought 
off, wc made fail, and drctchcd to the north. At mid¬ 
night we tacked and dood to the S. E. in order to exa¬ 
mine the weathermoft fide of the ifland, where, we were 
told, there was a fafe harbour. In this attempt the 
Difeovery had her main-top-mafl day-fail fplit, and by 
continuing danding to the north, die lod fight of our 
diifi, the Refolution, Heavy complaints again pre¬ 
vailed among her company. The weather continuing 
tempelUious, their fufferings on this account, from in- 
ceffant labour, and fcanty of provifions, were grown 
confeffedly grievous. Their grog, that had been 
dopped at our arrival on the coafl, was now dealt to 
them as ufual, and it was only by the kinded treatment 
from their officers, that the men could be kept to their 
duty. On Thurfday the 24th, at day-light, flic was not 
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in fight, but, at this time, the weather being hazy, wc 
thought ftie might be following us. At noon wc ob- 
ferved in lat. 19 deg. 55 min. and in long. 205 deg. 3 
min. the S. E. point of the ifland bearing S. by E. fix 
leagues difl ant; the other extreme bore N. 60 deg. W. 
when w.e were two leagues from the neared fliore. In 
the evening at fix o’clock, the fouthermod part of the 
ifland bore S. W. the neared fliore being feven miles 
didant. We had, therefore, now fuccecdcd in our en¬ 
deavours, in getting to the windward of the ifland. 
The Difeovery was not yet in fight, but as the wind 
was favourable for her to follow us, we expeded flie 
would fliortly join us. We, therefore, kept cruifing 
off" this point of the ifland, till Captain Clerke was no 
longer expeded here. It was at length conjcdlured, 
that he w'as gone to leew'ard, in order to meet us that 
way, not having been able to weather the N. E. part of 
the ifland. Keeping generally at the didance of from 
five to ten leagues from the land, one canoe only came 
ofl*to us till the 28th, when about a dozen appeared, 
bringing, as ufual, the produce of the ifland. We were 
concerned that the people had been at the trouble of 
coming, as we could notpoflibly trade with them, not 
having yet confumed our former dock; and we were 
convinced by experience, that the hogs could not be 
kept alive, nor the roots be many days preferved from 
putrefaction. It was our intention, however, not to 
leave this part of the ifland before we had procured a 
good fupply, knowing we could not eafily return to it, 
if it fliould hereafter be found expedient fo to do. 
On Wednefday the 30th, we began to be in want, but 
a calm prevented us from approaching- the fliorc. A 
breeze, however, fprung up at midnight, which enabled 
us to dand infer land, at day-break, of the 3id. At 
ten o’clock A. M. the iflanders vifited us, bringing with 
them a quantity of fruit and roots, but only three fmall 
pigs. This fcanty fupply was, perhaps, owing to our 
not having purchafed what they lately brought off; yet, 
for the purpofes of traffic, we brought to, but wxre in¬ 
terrupted fliortly with an exceflive rain; and, indeed, 
wc were too far from the fliore; nor could we venture 
to go nearer, as we could not, for a moment, depend 
upon the wind’s continuing where it was. The fwell too 
was extremely high, and let obliquely upon the fliore, 
where it broke in a mod frightful furf. We had fine 
weather in the evening, and paffed the night in mak¬ 
ing boards. 

On Friday, the id of January, the at -a t) 
mofphere was laden with heavy clouds; * ' 

and the New Year was uflicred in with a heavy rain. 
We had a light breeze foutherly, with fome calms. At 
ten, the rain ceafed, the Iky became clear, aixi the wind 
frelhened. Being now about four or five miles from 
the fliorc, fome canoes arrived with hogs, fruit, and 
roots. We traded till three in the afternoon; when, 
being pretty well fupplied, we made fail, in order to pro¬ 
ceed to the lee fide of the ifland, in fearch of the Dif¬ 
eovery. Wc flretched to the eadward till midnight, 
when the wind favoured us, and wc went upon the 
other tack. The 2nd, 3d, and 4th, w'e paffed in run¬ 
ning down the S. E. fide of the ifland, danding off and 
on during the nights, and employing part of each day 
in lying to, in order to give the natives an opportunity 
of trading with us. They frequently came off, at the 
didance of five leagues from the diorc; but never 
brought much with them, either from a fear of lofing 
their articles in the fca, or from the uncertainty ot a 
marker. On Tuefday the 5th, in the morning, we 
paffed the fouth point of the ifland, in lat. 18 deg. 54 
min. beyond which the coad trends N. 60 deg. VV. 
A large village is fituated on this point, many of whofc 
inhabitants thronged off to the fliip with hogs and 
women. The latter could not poffibly be prevented 
from coming on board; and they w’erelefs referved than 
any females wc had ever feen. Indeed, they feemed 
to have vifited us with no other view than to make a 
tender of their perfons. Having obtained a quantity 
of fait, we purchafed only fuch hogs as were large 
enough for fading; refufing all thofe that were under 
fizc: and w-e could fcldom procure any that exceeded 
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the weight of 6o pounds. Happily for us, we had 
ilill (biTie vegetables remaining, as wc were now fup- 
plicd with but few of thofc produdions. Indeed, from 
the appearance of this part of the country, it feerned in¬ 
capable of alibrding them. Eyjdcnt marks prefented 
themfelves of its having been laid wade by the cxplo- 
jfion of a volcano; and though wc had not (ecnany thing 
of the kind, yet the devaffation it had made, in the 
neighbourhood, was very vifible. The natives having 
now left us, we run a few miles down the coad in the 
evening, and palfed the night in danding od' and on. 
The next morning, being Thurfday the 7th, wc were 
jlgain vifited by the natives. Being not far from the 
Ihore, Captain Cook fent Mr. Bligh, in a boat, in order 
to (bund the coad, and alfo to go alhorc, in fearch of 
fredi water. On his return, he reported, that, within 
two cables length of the diore, he found no foundings 
with a line of 160 fathoms; that, on the land, he could 
difeover no dream or fpring; that there was fome rain¬ 
water in holes, upon the rocks, which the fpray of the 
fca had rendered brackiHi; and, that the whole country 
was compofed of dags and adies, interfperfed with a 
few plants. Between ten and eleven, to our great fa- 
tisfa^ion, the Oifeovery made her appearance, coming 
round thefouth point of the idand, and joined us about 
one. Captain Clerke came on board, and acquainted 
us, that having cruifed four or five days where we were 
feparated, he plied round the ead fide of the idand; 
wherfe tnecting w ith tempeduous weather, he had been 
driven from the coad. He had one of the idanders 
on board all this time, who had refufed to leave the diip, 
though opportunities had been in his favour. At noon 
we obferved in lat. 19 deg. i min. long. 203 deg. 26 
min. the neared part of the coad being two leagues dif- 
tant. On the 8ch, at day-break, wc perceived, that 
w^hile we were plying in the night, the current had car¬ 
ried us back confiderably to the windward; and that 
wewere now off the S. W. point of the idand, where 
we brought to, in order to enable the inhabitants to trade 
with us. Wc fpent the night in danding off and on. 
Four men and ten women, who came on board the pre¬ 
ceding day, were with us dill. The Commodore not 
liking the company of the latter, we dood in diore on 
the 9th, about noon, folcly with the view of getting rid 
of our gueds; when fome canoes coming off, wc em¬ 
braced the opportunity of fending them away. 

On Sunday the loth, in the morning, wc had light 
airs from the N. W. and calms; at eleven, the wind 
Irediened at N. N. W. which fo greatly retarded us, 
that, in the evening, at eight o’clock, the fouth fnowy 
hill bore 1 deg. 30 min. E. On the nth, at four o’clock, 
A. M. the wind being at VV. we made for the land, in 
expecflation of getting fome refredimcnts. The natives 
feeing us fo near them, began to come od', and we con¬ 
tinued trading with them the whole day: though we 
procured but a very fcanty fupply, many of thofe who 
came od in their canoes, not having a lingle thing to 
barter. From this circumdance, it appeared, *that 
this part of the idand was extremely poor, and had al¬ 
ready furnidicd us with every thing they could fpare. 

I ucfday the 12th, was employed in plying off and on, 
with a frcdi gale at wed. A mile from the fliore we 
found ground, at the depth of 55 fathoms. At five 
o’clock P. M. we dood to the fouthward^ and at mid¬ 
night wc had a calm. On the i3ih, we had a fmall 
breeze at S. S. E. and deered for the land. A few ca¬ 
noes came off to us with fome hogs; but they brought 
uo vegetables, which wc now much wanted. In the 
evening, we had got the length of the S. W. point of 
the idand, but, by the veering offihe w'iiid, we lod in the 
night all that we had gained in t,he day. Being in the 
fame fituation on the 14th, in the morning, fome more 
canoes attended us; but they brought not any articles 
wc dood in need of. We were now deffitute of fruit 
and roots, and therefore obliged to have recourfe to our 
fca provifions. Several canoes, at this junclure, ar¬ 
rived from the northward, from whence wc were fup- 
plicd with fome hogs and roots. On Friday, the 15th, 
we had variable light airs till five in the afternoon, when 
a breeze fprung up at E. N. E. and enabled us to ftcer 
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along diore to the northward. This day the weather 
was remarkably fine, and w^c had plenty of company; 
many of them continued with us all night, and their 
canoes were towed adern. On the 16th, at day-break, 
feeing the appearance of a bay, the boats from both 
fliips were fent out to examine it; for we were informed 
there was a harbour, wherein w'e might fafely moor, 
and where we lliould be fupplied with materials to refit 
the diips, and provifions to vidlual them. In the even¬ 
ing the boats returned with the joyful news, that they 
had fucceeded in their fearch, and that the harbour pro- 
mifed fair to anfwer all that had been faid of it. While 
our boats were employed in towing the diips into the 
bay, we had a view of the greated number of fpedlators 
in canoes, and on Ihore, that w'e had ever feen alfem- 
bled together in any place during this voyage. It was 
concluded that their number could not be lefs than 2 
or 3,000. While hovering on the coad, we bad fome- 
times been vifited by 200 canoes at a time, wfio came to 
trade, and who brought us provifions when the w'cather 
would permit: we likevvife obtained from them great 
quantities of cordage, fait, and divers ocher manufac¬ 
tures of the idand, which the Commodore purchafed 
for the ufe of the Ihips, and without which we could 
not well have proceeded; for during the blowing w'ea- 
ther, our cordage fnapped rope after rope, fo that our 
fpare hands w'ere employed inceffantly, in knotting and 
fplicing. In the courfeof this day, we wxre attended 
by, at lead, 1,000 canoes, crouded with people, and 
laden w'ith hogs, and other articles to barter. Wc 
were perfedlly convinced of their peaceable intentions, 
not a fingle perfon having a weapon of any fort with 
him. Among fuch numbers as we had frequently on 
board, it might be cxpcdled, that fome of them would 
difeover athievifli difpoficion. One of them made off' 
with a boat’s rudder, and was not deteded till it was 
too late to recover it. The Commodore imagined this 
to be a proper opportunity to ffiew thefe iflanders the 
ufe of our fire arms. l\vo or three mufquets, and as 
many four pounders were, by his orders, fired over the 
canoe which went aw'ay with the rudder: but it not be¬ 
ing our intention, that the fhot ffiould take effed:, the 
furrounding multitude were more furprized than terri¬ 
fied. At the approach of night, the moft confider- 
able part of our vilitors retired’ to the fliore; but many 
at their owm earned requeff, were permitted to fleep on 
board: but we had good reafon to think, that curiofity, 
at leaft with fome of them, was nojc the only motive; 
for the next morning feveral articled were miffing, in 
confcquence of which orders were given, not to permit 
fo many to ffay with us on any future night. On Sun¬ 
day the 17th, by eleven o’clock A. M. we were fafely 
moored, in company with the Difeovery, in 18 fathoms 
water. The bay where wc lay at anchor, called by the 
natives Karakakooa, is a convenient harbour; and hav¬ 
ing fuffered much in our maffs and rigging, w'e were 
happy at laft to find fo proper a place to refit. Wc 
caff anchor w'ithin a quarter of a mile of the N. E. 
fliore; the fouth point of the bay bearing S. by W. 
and the north point W. half N. After wc were moored 
the (hips continued to be much crouded w ith the na¬ 
tives, and furrounded by a vaff multitude of them, 
belidcs hundreds that, like fiffi, were fwimming about 
the two fhips. We were ffnick with the fingularity of 
this feene, and particularly pleafcd with enriching our 
voyage, with this important new difeovery, ow ing t^ 
the opportunity of thus revifiting Sandwich Iflands, and 
in confcquence of not having fucceeded in finding a 
northern paffage homeward. 

The bay of Karakakooa is fituated in the diftrid of 
Akona, on the weft fide of the ifiand of Owhyhcc. It 
extends about a mile in depth, and is bounded by two 
points of land, bearing S. E. and N. W. from each 
other, at the diffance of half a league. The north 
point is flat and barren, on which is fituated the village 
of Kowrowa. A more confiderable village Bands at 
the bottom of the bay, called Kakooa, near a grove of 
ffately cocoa-trccs. A high rocky diff, inacceffiblc 
from the fca ffiore, runs between them. Near the 
coa^, on the Ibuth fide, the- land has a rugged appeajv, 
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ancc; beyond which the country rifes gradually, and 
abounds with cultivated inclofures, and groves ol cocoa- 
trecs. The habitations of the people are feattered about 
in great plenty. . Round the bay the fhorc is covered 
with a black coral rock, except at Kakooa, where there 
is an excellent fandy beach, with a Morai at one ex¬ 
tremity, and a fpring of frefh water at the other. The 
natives perceiving our intention to anchor in the bay, 
came off, as we have before obferved, in aftonifliing 
numbers, cxprefling their joy by Tinging, fliouring, and 
the moft extravagant geliurcs. The decks, fides, and 
rigging of our fliips were covered with them. Wo¬ 
men and boys, who were unable to procure canoes, 
amufed themfclves the whole day in playing in the 
•water. One of the chiefs who vilited us, was named 
Pareea. I’hough a young man, we foon difeovered 
him to beaperfort of great authority. He told Cap¬ 
tain Cook that he was Jakance to the fovereign of the 
ifland, who w^as then on a military expedition at 
Mowee; from w'hcncc he was expeded to return in a 
few days. Some prefents from the Commodore at¬ 
tached him to our interefl:, and we found him ex¬ 
tremely ufeful. Before we had been long at anchor, 
the Difeovery had fo many people hanging on one fide, 
that (lie was feen to heel confidcrably ; and our people 
found it impoflible to prevent the crowds from preff- 
ing into her’ Apprehenlive that Ihe might receive 
fome injury. Captain Cook communicated his fenti- 
menrs to Pareea, w ho inllantly cleared the Ihip of her 
incumbrances, and difperfed the canoes with wdich 
flic was furrounded. From this circumftancc it ap^ 
peared to us, that the chiefs of this illand cxcrcife a 
moff defpotic pow'cr over the commonalty. An in- 
Bance fimilar to this happened on board the Rcfolu- 
tion; where the crowd fo far impeded the ordinary bu- 
finefs of the fliip, that we found it neceffary to apply 
to Kanecna, another chief, who had alfo attached him- 
fclf particularly to Captain Cook. The inconvenience 
we fuffered was no fooncr mentioned, than he ordered 
the natives to quit the vcffcl immedijitely; when, with¬ 
out a moment’s helitation, we faw them all jump over¬ 
board, except one perfon who loitered behind, and by 
his manner expreffed fome degree of unwillingnefs to 
obey. Kaneena obferving this contempt of his autho¬ 
rity, took hold of him immediately, and threw him 
headlong into the fea. Thcfe two chiefs were exceed¬ 
ingly well proportioned, and had countenances remark¬ 
ably pleailng. Kanecna was as fine a figure as we had 
ever feen. His height was about fix feet, his features 
•were regular and exprelTive, his deportment was eafy, 
firm, and graceful, and he had lively dark eyes. Men¬ 
tion has already been made, that while we w’erc cniif- 
ing off this ifland, the inhabitants hud aded fairly and 
honeftly, without manifefting the lead propenfity to 
theft; which was the more remarkable, becaufe thofe 
with whom we had hitherto had any dealings were peo¬ 
ple of the lowed rank, fuch as fifhermcn and fervants: 
hut the cafe was now quite altered. The multitude of 
iflandcrs w’ho blocked up the fliips, aflbrdcd an oppor¬ 
tunity of pilfering without danger of difeovery, and 
even if difeovered, mud have cfcaped with impunity 
from our inferiority of number. To the encourage¬ 
ment of their chiefs, this alteration might alfo be at¬ 
tributed ; for, as we frequently traced the booty to fome 
great men who had it in their pofleflion, there is little 
doubt but thefe depredations were made at their indi- 
gation. When the Refolution had got into her dation, 
the two chiefs, Pareea, and Kanecna, brought a third on 
board, whofc name was Koah. He was reprefented to 
us as a pried, and one who, in his early time of life, 
had didinguiflicd himfelf as a warrior. He was a 
little old emaciated figure, having fore red eyes, and his 
body covered with a leprous feurf, occafioned by the 
immoderate ufe of the Ava. Being conduidcd to the 
cabin, he approached the Commodore with the greated 
deference, threw a piece of red cloth over his fliouldcrs, 
and retreating a few paces, made an offering of a fmall 
pig, at the fame time pronouncing a difeourfeof acon- 
lidcrable length. This cetemony, during our continu¬ 
ance at O why hee, was often repeated, and, from a va¬ 


riety of circui^ndanccs, appeared to us to be a kind of 
religious adoration. Red cloth is what their idols arc 
arra)’ed with, and a pig is their common offering to the 
Eatooas. At the conclulion of this ceremony, Koah 
dined with us, and eat heartily of what was provided 
for the table; but, like mod of the iflandcrs in thcl'c 
Teas, he could hardly be induced to tafle our wine or 
fpirits a fecond time. In the evening, the Commodore, 
Mr. King, and Mr. Bailey, accompanied him on fliorc. 
As foon as w’e landed on the beach, we were preceded 
by four men, bearing each a wand tipp’d with dogV 
hair, and pronouncing with a loud voice, a Ihort fen- 
tcnce. The crowd which had aflcmblcd on the fliore, 
retired at our approach, and not an individual was to 
be feen, except a few perfons who had proil rated them- 
fclvcs on the ground, near the habitations of the adja¬ 
cent village. 

Previous to our account of the peculiar ceremonies 
rcfpeCling the homage paid to Captain Cook, it may 
not be unneceffary to deferibe the Moral, already men¬ 
tioned, licuated on the beach of Kakooa. It conlifls of 
a fquare folid pile of Itoncs, 40 yards in length, 20 
broad, and 14 feet high. The top of it is flat, and it is 
furrounded with a wooden railing, whereon arc difplayed 
the Ikulls of thofe natives w'ho had been facrificed on 
the death of their chiefs. A ruinous wooden building 
is fltuated in the center of the area, connctilcd with the 
railing by a flonc wall, dividing the w)iolc fpacc into 
two parts. Five poles, about 20 feet high, fupported 
an irrcgtHar kind of fcaflbld, on the fide next the coun¬ 
try ; and on that towards the fCa, were two fmall hou- 
fes, w'ith a covered communication. To the top of this 
pile w'e were conduded by Koah,. At our. entrance \vc 
favv two large wooden images, with mofl: diftorred .fea¬ 
tures, having a long piece of wood of a conical form, in¬ 
verted, proceeding from the top of their heads. Here- 
Captain Cook was received by a tail young man, having 
a long beard, who prefented him to the images, and 
chanted a kind of hymn, in which he-was’alfifted by 
Koah. Wc were then led to that fide of the Menu- 
where the poles were ereded; at the foot of which 
images w'cre ereded, and ranged in the forrn of a, CbmU 
circle ; the middle figure having a high table before it, 
like the VVhatta ofOtaheite, on which we faw a putrid 
hog, and under it fome cocoa-nuts, plantains, potatoes, 
bread-fruit, and pieces of fugar-canc. Captain Cook 
was condiidcd under this ftand by Koah; who, having 
took dow'n the hog, held it towards him; when having 
again addrefled him in a long and vehement fpeech, he 
fuffered it to tall to the ground) and afeended the fcaf- 
fold with him, though every moment in d.ingcrof fall¬ 
ing. We now beheld, advancing in folemn proceflion, 
and entering the top of the Morai, ten men bearing a 
live hog, and a piece of red cloth of confidcrable di- 
nientions. Advancing a few paces they flopped, and 
proflrated themfclves; and Kaireckcea, the tall young 
man already mentioned, approaching them, received 
the cloth, and carried it to Koah, who wrapped it 
round the Commodore, and made him an offering of 
the hog. The Commodore was now alofr, in a fitua- 
tion truly whimiical, being fwathed in red cloth, and 
hardly able to keep his hold on the rotten fcaffoldtng. 
In this fituation he was entertained with the chanting 
of Koah and Kaireckcea, fometimes altcrnatGly and fomc- 
times in concert. After this fervice was performed, 
which was of confidcrable duration, Koah let the hog 
drop; upon which he immediately defeended with 
Captain Cook. He then conducted him to the image* 
jufl mentioned, to each of which he exprefled himfelf 
in a fnccring tone, ambfnapped his fingers at them as 
he pafled. He then prefented him to that in the cen¬ 
tre, which,. iVorn its bc'mg habited in red cloth, appeared 
to be in the higheft eftimation. Before this figure Koah 
fell proftrate, and requeiled of Captain Cook to do the 
fame; which he readily fubmitted to, beingderennined 
to follow Koah's dimdtions throughout the whole of a 
ridiculous ceremony, in which his currofity and vanity 
were equally gratified. Wc were now conveyed into 
the other divifion of the Morai, where a fpacc of about 
12 feet fquare was funk thieeTcct below the level ol rh® 
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area. When we had defeended into this, the Commo¬ 
dore was feated immediately between the-two idols, one 
of his arms being fuppoitcd by Koahi and the other^by 
Mr. King. A fecond procefhon of natives at this time 
arrived with a baked hog, a pudding, fome cocoa-nuts, 
bread fruit, and other vegetables. As they drew near, 
Kaircekcca placed himfeli before them, and prefented 
the hog to the Commodore in the ufual manner, chant¬ 
ing as before; and his companions making, regular rc- 
fponfes; but we obferyed their fpeeches and refponfes 
grew gradually Ihoitcr, and, tovyards the conclufion, 
Kaireekeca’s did not exceed three or four words, which 
was anfwercd by the word Orono. This was a common 
appellation among the natives. Sometimes it was ap¬ 
plied by them to an invilible being, inhabiting heaven; 
at others it .was ufed as a title of high rank in the ifland. 
Ac the eonclulion of this offering, the natives feated 
thcmfelves fronting us, and began to cut up theJbaked 
hog, to break the cocaa nuts,, and to peel tlje vegetables. 
Others were employed in chewing the Ava, and making 
the liquor in the fame manner as it is extracted and 
done at the Friendly Ides. Kaireekeea thcti shewed part 
of the kernel of a cocoa-nut,; and wrapped It in a piece 
of cloth, with which he rubbed the Captaui’S;heavl>dace, 
hands, arms and fliouldcrs. The Ava was afterwards 
handed roundi and w'hen we had all tailed it, Koah and 
Pareea pulled.the flefli of tite hog in .picc.es, and pro¬ 
ceeded to put fome of it in ourvftiouths. Mr. King had 
no particular, obje^ipn tp'being fed by Pareea,. who 
was remarkably cleanly Jn his perfon; but Captain 
Cook, to whom a piece was prefented by Koah, could • 
not fwallpw a morfcl, the putrid hog being ffrong in his 
recollection; and as the old man, from motives of ci¬ 
vility, had chew^ed it for him, his rcludanee was much 
incrcafed.. I'his ceremony being concluded; wcquitt.cd 
the Moral, after diftributing among, die populace forne 
pieces of iron, and other articles, with:which they were 
much delighted. We were then condudted, in procef- 
fion, to the boats, the men with wands » attending, and 
pronouncingfentcnces as before. Wcreturned onboard 
full of the idea of what we had fe€n.,and perfectly fatis- 
fied with the honed difpolitions of our.ncvyTViends. Of 
the. fingnlari ty and novelty of the various qenemonies 
performed upon this occalion, we can only form con¬ 
jectures ; but they were, in our opinon, highly expref- 
fivc ofrefpecT, on the part of the inhabitants; and, as 
far as related to Captain Cook, they approached to a- 
doration. Indeed the Comriiodorc now feetmed to be 
confidcred by them as their E-a-thu-ah-hu-eh; for from 
this time an Indian Chief, by tbc. king’s order, was 
placed at the hcJld of his pinnace, At whofe command 
the natives, in their canoes, as he paffed them, were all 
filent, and w'ould proftrate themfclves till he was out of 
light; and this they would do when the Captain was a- 
lone; but the chief had orders from.the king, chat 
whenever the Captain came afliore in his pinnace, to 
to attend him, and conduiffhimto his houfe, which the 
failors now called Cook’s Altar. 

On Monday, the i8th, Mr. King w^ent on fiiorc, at¬ 
tended with a guard of eight marines, having received 
orders to ered the obfervatory in a proper fituation; by 
w'hich means the waterers, and other working parties, 
on ftiore, might be fuperintended and protedfed. When 
we had found a convenient fpot for this pufpofe, almofl 
in the centre of the village, Pareea offered to cxercife 
his pov/er in our behalf, and propofed that fome houfes 
Hiould be taken, that our oblervations might not be ob- 
ffruefed. This friendly offer, however, was declined, 
and We made choice of a potatoc Held adjoining to the 
Morai, which was readily granted, and to prevent the 
intruiion of the natives, the place was conlccrated by 
the prieffs, w'ho placed their wands round the wall 
which enclofed it. This interdidion the natives call 
taboo, a term frequently repeated by thefe iflanders, and 
feemed to be a word of extciifive meaning. In this in- 
Ihnce, it procured us more privacy than we could have 
wiihed. Not any canoes attempted to land near us; 


the natives only fat on the w'all, not daring to come 
wdthin the tabooed.fpace, without permiflion from us. 
The men, indeed, at our requeft, would bring provi- 
lions into the field; but our uemoft endeavours were in- 
effcdual t;p induce the women to give us their com¬ 
pany. Prefents were tried, but without fuccefs. Wc 
endeavoured to prevail on Pareea and Koah to bring 
them : the Eatooa and Terreeoboo they faid would kill 
them if they did. This circumftance afforded great 
amufement to thofe on board, whither multitudes of 
people, women particularly, flocked in flioals, infomuch 
that they were frequently obliged to clear the veffel, in 
order to have room to perform their nccclTary duties. 
Tvvoorthree hundred women were fometimes obliged to 
throw thcmfelves into,the water, w'here they continued 
to fwim and play, till they could be re-admitted. On 
the 19th Piircea and Koah left us, in order to attend 
Terreeoboo, who had landed on a diftant part of the 
ifland. Nothing material happened on board, till Sun¬ 
day, the 24th. The' caulkers were employed on the 
Tides of the fliip, and the rigging was repaired. The 
faking of hqgf was alfo a principil objciib of the Com- 
mod.ore’s attention; and as we had improved in this 
operation fin.ce thc iformcr voyages, a detail here 6f the 
procefs of it may not be thought improper. To cure 
the tieCh of .animals, in tropical climates, by faking, 
has long been thought impradlicatle; putrefadion mak¬ 
ing fo tapid a progrefs, as not to allovy the fait to take 
cflcT before the meat gets, tainted. Captain Cook ap¬ 
pears to have been the mfl: navigator who has attempted 
to make experiments rclauve to this bufinefs. His firfl: 
attempts in 1774, in his fecond voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean, fo far lliccccdcd, as to convince him of the error 
of the vulgar opinion ; and as his prefent voyage was 
likely to be protradfed a year beyond the time thatpro- 
yilions had been fupplied for the fhips, he was obliged 
to contrive fome method of procuring fubliffence for 
the crews, or relinquifli the profccution of his difeove- 
ries. He therefore renewed his attenipts, and his moft 
fanguinc expeeffations were completely anfwered. The 
bogs wc cured were of various fizes, from four to ten 
or twelve (lone, fourteen pounds to the ftone. They 
were always killed in the afternoon; and, after fcalding 
off the hair, and removing the entrails, the pig or hog 
was cut into pieces, from four to eight pounds each* 
and the bones taken out of the legs and chines; in the 
larger hogs, the ribs were alfo taken out. The pieces 
were then examined circumfpedlly, and wiped, and the 
coagulated blood taken from the veins. After this they 
were given to the falters before they were cold; and 
having been well rubbed with fait, they were placed in a 
heap on a ftage in the open air, covered with plapks, 
and preffed with very heavy weights. The next even¬ 
ing they were again well wiped, and carefully examined, 
when the fufpicious parts were taken away. This done, 
they were put into a tub of ffrong picklc; after which 
they were examined once or twice a day; and if it hap¬ 
pened that any one piece had not taken the fait, w hich 
may be difeovered by the fmellof the pickle, they were 
inffantly taken out and examined again, the found pie¬ 
ces being put into frclh pickle. This, however, did not 
often happen. At the end of fix days, they were exa¬ 
mined for the laft time; and after being flightly preffed, 
they were put into barrels, having a thin layer of fait 
between them. Mr. King brought home fome barrels 
of this pork, that had been pickled at Owhyhee, in Ja¬ 
nuary, 1779, which was taffed in England, near Chrifl- 
mas, 1780, by feveral gentlemen, who were all unani¬ 
mous in their opinion, that it was perfedly found, fweet, 
and wholcfome food. We have been informed by Mr. 
Mancouver, a Midfliipmanon board the Difeovery, and 
afterwards Lieutenant of the Martin floop of war, that 
he tried the method here recommended, both with 
Englifli and Spanifli pork, during a cruife in the Spa- 
nifli main, A. D. 1782, and it fuccceded beyond his ex-, 
peiffations. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

iSbcU'ty of prtefts difrovercil by accideii't—Our reception hy them—Mean artifice of Koab—Arrival of TcrtreohoOy king rf 
ijland—The Bay tahoord on that occafm—The inhabitants brought toobedience^ Arcmarkabk ccrcniony—Vifitfrom tbtkinr 
*—Returned by Captain Cook-—The civility rf the nativcStZvho are much add if?cd to thieving—Their readhiefs in condiitlitw 
one of our parties up the country—A boxing match dfferibed—Death bj fVilluini JVatman, a feaman—Behaviour of the 
priejls at his funeral—The railing and images on the Morai pnrehafed—The natives inquifitive about our departure and 
their otinion refpebJing the objeTl of our voyage—Vrefents from the king to Captain Cook—The Refoliition and Difeovery 
quit the ijland; but the former being damaged by a gale ofzvind, they are obliged to return — TIk behaviour of the ijlamicrs 
on our coming again to anchor tn Karakakooa Bay, fomnvhat myfterious—A theft committed on board the DiJcoveraudits 
tonfequenccs—The thieves purfued up the country—Scuffle betzveen the natives and our people-^The pinnace attacked and 

plufukred—The crezv obliged to quit her—Captain Cook's refieb/ions on the occajm—Attempt made at the Obfervatory 

The Difeovery*s cutter ftolrn—Means ufed for its recoin;)—Captain (j)ok goes onJbore to invite the king and bis tv>ofobs on 
board—His zvife and the chiefs opprfe his inclination to go zvith the Commodore—A conteji arifes on this occajion—Intelligence 
aiTivesofa chief having been 'killed by one of our people — The a'arming eon fecpiences — A chief ' threatens Captain Cooky and 
is /hot by him—A general attack enfues—The metanehoty catafiroplye—Oiir Commodore is ftabbed in the barky and falls zeitb 
bis face into the zvaler—ThJs chapter conchidoc zvilh the death of the able, enterprizing, and much lamented Commander, 
Captain James Cook, 


W E had not !ong been fettled at the obferva- 
tory, before difeovered the habitations of 
a fociety of priefts, who had e.xcited our cu- 
riofity by their regular attendance at the Morai. Their 
huts were creded round a pond, inclofcd with a group 
of coc‘oa-nut trees, by w'hich they were feparated from 
the beach and the village, and gave the fituation an air 
ot religious retirement. Captain Cook being made ac¬ 
quainted with this difeovery, he refolved to vilit them; 
and, expc( 5 ling the manner of his reception would be 
Angular, he took Mr. Webber w ith him, to enable him 
to reprefent the ceremony in a draw ing. WhcnaiTived 
at the beach, the Commodore w'as conduced to Harre- 
no-Orono, or the houfe of Orono. On his approaching 
this facred place, he was feated at the foot of a w’oodcn 
fdol, rcfcmbling that we had feen at the Morai. Here 
Mr. King again fupported one of his arms. He w as 
then arrayed in red cloth, and Kaircekeca, alTiftcd by 
12 priefts, prefenred a pig w’ith the ufual ceremonies. 
After this folcmnity, the pig was ftrangled, and throwm 
into the embers of a fire, pr^ared lor that purpofe. 
When the hair was linged off, a fecond offering wa.s 
made, and the chanting repeated as before; after which 
the deed pig was held fome time under Captain Cook’s 
nofe, and then laid wdth a cocoa-nut at his feet. This 
part of the ceremony being concluded, the performers 
fat dow'n; and the Ava w'as brewed and handed about: 
a baked hog was likcwnfe brought in, and we were fed 
in the fame manner as before related on a fimilar occa- 
fion. While we continued in the Bay, whenever the 
Commodore vifiied the obfervatory, Kaireckeea and 
his affifiants prefented themfelves before him, making 
an offering of hogs, bread-fniir, cocoa-nuts, &:c. w ith 
the accuOomed folcmnicies. Upon thefc occafions, 
fome of the inferior chiefs intreated pci miffion to make 
an offering to the Orono. Jf their requeft w'as complied 
with, they prefented the hog thcmfcIvcs; in the per¬ 
formance of which, their countenances difplaycxl that 
they tvere greatly impreffed with awe and terror. Kai¬ 
rcekeca and the priefts afiiftcd, performing their arcuf- 
^omed orations and hymas. But their civilities ex¬ 
tended beyond parade ancl ceremony: our parry on 
ifliorc were fupplied daily by them w ith hogs and vege¬ 
tables, fufficient for their fubfiftcnce, and to fpare; and 
canoc.s laden with provifions, were regularly fent off to 
thcfliips. Nothing w^as demanded in rc;turn; nateventhe 
moft difiant hint was ever given, that they expeded the 
hafl compenfation. Their manner of conferring fa- 
\()urs, appeared more like the difeharge of a religious 
duty, than the rcfulc of mere liberality. On our alking to 
whom vfc were indebted for all this munificence, we 
win e informed, that it was at the ex pence of Ivaoo, 
the chief prieft, and grandfather to Kaireekeca, who 
w a.*; at thi.s time m the lint of ilrc fovercign of the ifiand. 
But we had left rcafon to be facisfied with the behaviour 
the Earecs, or warrior chiefs, than with that of the • 
pricib. In our intercourfe with the former, they were j 
alu ays fufficicntly attentive to their o>vn intejcfU; and^ } 


bcfides their propenfity to ffcaling, which may admit 
of palliation from its univcrfality in thcfefcas, they had 
other artifices equally difhonourable. 'i'hc following 
is one inftance, in which we difeovered, with regret, 
that our good friend Koah was a party principally con¬ 
cerned. rhe chiefs w'ho made us prefents of hogs, 
w'erc always gencroufiy rewarded; in confcqucQCc of 
which, we w ere fupplied with more than we could con- 
fume. On thefc occafions, Koah, who attended us 
conftantly, petitioned ufually for thofe that we did not 
abfolucely want, and they w'cre given him of courfe. A. 
pig was one day prefented to us by a man, whom Koah 
introduced as a chief. The pig we knew to be one of 
thofe that had a ftiort time before been given to Koah. 
Sufpedfing an impolition, vve found upon enquiry, that 
the pretended chief was one of the common people ; 
and from other concurrent circumftanccs, wc were per- 
fedly convinced, that this was not the firft time of our 
having been made the dupes of Koah s low cunning. 

Sunday, the 24th, wc were not a little furprized to 
find, that not any canoes were permitted to put off, and 
that the natives were confined to their houfes. At length 
wc were informed, that the Bay was tabooed, and that in¬ 
tercourfe with us was interdicted, on account of the ar¬ 
rival of Tcrrccoboo, their king. On the 25th, we en¬ 
deavoured by threats and promifes, to induce the inha¬ 
bitants to revifit the fhips. Some of them were ventu¬ 
ring to pur off, w hen wc perceived a chief very a<ftive in 
driving them away: to make him defifi, a mufquct was 
fired over his head, which produced the defired cficci:; 
for refrelhmencs were foon after to be had as ufual. 
In the afternoon, the fliips were privately vilited by 
'I'erreeoboo, attended only by one canoe, containing hi.s 
wife and family. When he entered the fiiip, he fell on 
his face, as a mark of fubmiflion to the Commodore, as 
did all his attendants; and after having made an ora¬ 
tion, which none of us underftood, he prefented the 
Captain with three barbicued hogs, w>ho, in return, put 
a necklace, compofed of fevcral firings of various co¬ 
loured bc-id-j, round his neck, and gave him two look- 
ing-glaffes, a largeglafs bowl, with fome nails, and other 
trifies, which he received with much feeming futisfac- 
tion, and difpatchcd immediately a meflenger on fhorc, 
who foon returned with fcveral large hogs, cocoa-nuts, 
plantains, and fugar-cancs, as much as our fmall cutcor 
could carry. Having remained on deck about an hour, 
admiring the confirutfiion of the lliip, he was conduced 
into the great cabin, w'hcrc wine was oficred him, which 
he refufed: neither was there any thing he would tafte, 
except a head of bread-fruit; but he appeared delighted 
w'ith every thing he faw; and before lie departed in the 
evening, gave us to underffand that he had 6000 fight¬ 
ing nicn, alw'ays in readinefs to war againfi: his cnctnic.s. 
On the 26th. at noon, the king came in great fiatc fiom 
the village of Kowrowa, and, in a large canoe, with fome 
of his attendants in two others, paddled (lowly toward* 
the (hips. Their appearance was really molf fupetl^' 
Tcrrccoboo, and his cliicfs were in the firft vcffel, ar- 
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COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


rayed in feathered cloaks, and helmets, and armed with 
fpears and daggers. In the fecond cameKaoo, the chief 
prieft, having their idols difplayed on red cloth. They 
were figures of an enormous fize, made of thick wicker¬ 
work, and curioufly ornamented with mantles of fea¬ 
thers of various colours. Their eyes were large pearl 
oyfters, with a black nut placed in the middle. A dou¬ 
ble row of the fangs of dogs was fixed in each of their 
mouths, which, as w^ell as the reft of their features, ap¬ 
peared ftrangely diftorted. The third canoe was laden 
with hogs and vegetables. Their images they call E- 
ah-tu-a, fignifying their warrior gods, without which 
they never engage in battle. As they advanced, the 
priefts chanted their hymns with great folemnity. After 
paddling round the velfels, they did not come on board 
as we expedled, but made immediately towards the 
ftiore, at the beach where our tents w'ere fixed. When 
landed, they hauled up all their canoes on the beach, 
drew up in martial order, and, led by the king, marched 
in ranks to their place of worfhip, diftant from our tents 
about 50 yards; but, feeing the ground tabooed by fmall 
green boughs and wands, that marked the boundary, 
they all made a circuit with their images in proceflion, 
till they arrived at their Morai, where they placed their 
idols, and depofited their arms. Captain Cook, when 
he faw the king's intention of going on ftiore, went thi¬ 
ther alfo, and landed with Mr. King and others, almoft 
at the fame inftant. Weufhered the chiefs into our 
tent, and the king had hardly been feated, when he rofe 
up', and threw gracefully over the Captain’s ftiouldcrs 
the rich feathered cloak that he himfelf wore, placed a 
helmet on his head, and prefented him with a curious 
fan. Five or fix other cloaks, of great beauty and value, 
were fpread at the Commodore’s feet. Four hogs were 
now brought forward by the king’s attendants, together 
with bread fruit, &c. Then followed the ceremony of 
Terreeoboo’s changing names with Captain Cook ; the 
ftrongeft pledge of friendftiip among all the iflanders of 
the Pacific Ocean. A foleinn proceflion now advanced, 
coniifting of priefts, preceded by a venerable old per- 
fonage, followed by a train of people leading large hogs; 
others being laden^with potatoes, plantains, &c. We 
could perceive eaftly, by the countenance and the gef- 
tures of Kaireekeea, that the old man who headed the 
proceflion, was the chief prieft, on whofe bounty we 
were told wc had fo long fubfifted. He wrapped a 
piece of red cloth round the ftiouldcrs of Captain Cook, 
and in the ufual form, prefented him with a pig. He 
was then feated next the king, and Kaireekeea and their 
attendants began ttieir vocal Ceremonies, Kaoo and the 
chiefs afliftmg in the refponfes. In the perfon of this 
king, we were furprized to recognize the fame emacia¬ 
ted old man, who came on board the Refolution, from 
the N. E. fide of the iftand ofMowee; and we perceived 
that feveral of his attendants were the fame perfons, 
w'ho at that time continued with us the whole night. 
Among thefe were the king’s two youngeft fons, the 
elder about the age of fixteen ; and Maiha-Maiha, his 
nephew, whom we could not immediately recolleCl:, 
having had his hair plaftered over with a dirty pafte 
and powder, which was no fmall improvement to the 
moft favage countenance we had ever feen. The for¬ 
malities of this meeting being ended. Captain Cook 
condudted Terrecoboo and feveral of his chiefs on board 
our ftiip, where they were received with every poflible 
mark of attention and refped; and the Commodore, 
as a compenfation for the feathered cloak, put a linen 
Ihirt upon the fovereign, and girt his own hanger round 
him. Kaoo, and about half a dozen other antient chiefs, 
remained on ftiore. All this time not a canoe was per¬ 
mitted to remain in the Bay, and thofe natives who did 
not confine thcmfelves to their huts, lay proftrate on 
the ground. Before the king quitted the Refolution, 
he granted leave for the natives to trade with us as 
ufual; but the women, we know not on what account, 
were ftill interdidled by the taboo; that is, to remain at 
home, and not have any kind of intercourfe with us. At 
this time the behaviour of the inhabitants was fo civil 
and inofrenfi\ c, that all apprehenfions of danger were 
totally vaniftied. We trufted ourfelves among them at 
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all times, and upon all occafions, without the leaft le.' 
ferve. Our officers ventured frequently up the country^ 
either fingly, or in fmall parties,.and fometimes conti¬ 
nued out the whole night. In all places the fieoplc 
Hocked about us, anxious to afford every afllftancc in 
their powder, and appeared highly gratified if we con- 
defeended to accept of their fcrvices. Variety of inno¬ 
cent arts were pradlifed to attradl our notice, or to de¬ 
lay our departure. The boys and girls ran through their 
villages, ftopping us at every opening where there was a 
convenient I'pot for dancing. At one time we w'erc fo- 
licited to take a draught of milk from cocoa-nuts, or to 
accept of fuch other refreftiment as their huts afforded; 
at another we were encircled by a company of young 
women, who exerted their flvill and ingenuity in amu- 
fing us with fongs and dances: but though the inftances 
of their generofity and civility were plcafing to us, we 
could not but diftike that propenfity to thieving, which 
at times they difeovered, and to which they were ad- 
didled, like all the other iflanders in thefe feas: this w’as 
a perplexing circumftance, and obliged us fometimes to 
exercife a feverity, which we ftiould have been happy 
to have avoided, if it had not been effentially neceflary. 
Some expert fwimmers were one. day dctecled un¬ 
der the fnips, drawing out the filling nails from the 
Iheathing. This they performed very ingenioufty with 
a flint ftone, faftened to the end of a ftick. This new 
art of dealing was a pradlice fo injurious to our velfels, 
that we fired fmall ftiot at the oft'enders; but that they 
avoided eafily, by diving under the fliip’s bottoms: it 
therefore became highly neceflary to make an example 
of one of them, which was done by giving him a good 
flogging on board our confort, the Difeovery, where his 
talent for thieving had been chiefly excrcifcd. About 
this time, Mr. Nelfon, and four other gentlemen, fee 
out on an excurfion into the country, in order to exa¬ 
mine its natural curiofities and produdlions, an account 
of which will be given hereafter. This afforded Kaoo 
a frefti opportunity of teftifying his civility, and exert¬ 
ing his friendly difpofition in our favour: for no fooner 
was he informed of the departure of our party, than he 
fent after them a large quantity of provifions, with or¬ 
ders that every attention and affiftance ftiould be gran¬ 
ted them by the inhabitants of thofe diftridls through 
which they fhoiild pafs. His civility on this occafion 
was fo delicate and difinterefted, that even the peo¬ 
ple he employed were not permitted to accept of the 
fmalleft prefent. At the end of fix days the gentlemen 
returned, without having been able to penetrate farther 
than twenty miles into the iftand, owing partly to im¬ 
proper guides, and partly to the nature of the country, 
which occafioned this expedition to be attended with 
no fmall fatigue, and fome danger. Mr. Nelfon, how¬ 
ever, colledled a curious aifortment of indigenous plants, 
and fome natural curiofities. During their abfence, 
every thing remained quiet at the tents, and the natives 
fupplied the (hips with fuch quantities of provifions, 
of all kinds, that orders were again given to purchafe 
no more hogs in one day, than could be killed, faked, 
and flowed away the next day. This order w'as in con- 
fequence of a former one, to purchafe all that could be 
procured for fca flock, by which fo many of them were 
brought on board, that feveral of them died before they 
could be properly difpofed of. 

On Wednefday, the 27th, in the morning, the rudder 
of our ftiip was unhung, and fent on ftiore, in order to 
undergo a thorough repair. The carpenters at the 
fame time were fent'into the country, under the pro- 
teclion and guidance of fome of Kaoo’s people, tojget 
planks for the head rail W'ork, which was become rot¬ 
ten and decayed. In a vifit, on the 28th, from Ter- 
reeoboo to Captain Clerke, the latter received a prefent 
of 30 large hogs, and fuch a quantity of vegetables as 
could not be confumed by his crew in lefs than a week. 
This being an unexpeded vifit, made it the more ex¬ 
traordinary. Not having feen any of the fports or ex- 
ercifes of the natives, at our particular requeft, they en¬ 
tertained us in the evening with a boxing match. A 
vaft concourfe of people aflembled on a level I'pot of 
ground, not far diftant from our tcr^. In the centre, a 
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long vacant fpacc was left for them, at the upper end of 
which the arbitrators prefided, under three ftandards. 
Slips of cloth of various colours, were pendant from 
thefe flandards; as were the fkins of tw'o wild geefe, 
foinc fmall birds, and a few bunches of feathers. The 
f[X>rts being ready to begin, the judges gave the fignal, 
tind two combatants appeared in view. They ad¬ 
vanced flowly, drawing up their feet very high behind, 
and rubbing their hands upon the foies. As they came 
forward, they furveyed each other frequently from head 
to foot, with an air of contempt, looking archly at the 
fpedlators, diftorting their features, and praclifing a va¬ 
riety of unnatural geftures. When they were advanced 
within the reach of each other, they held both arms 
ftraight out before their faces, at which part they always 
aimed their blows. They ftriick with a full fwing of 
the arm, which to us had a very aw'kard appearance. 
They did not attempt to parry; but endeavoured to 
dude their adverfarys attack, by (looping, or retreating. 
The battle was decided expeditioufly; for if either of 
them fell, whether by accident, or from a blow, he was 
deemed vanquilhed; and the vidlor expreifed his 
triumph by a variety of ftrange geftures, which ufually 
excited a loud laugh among the fpedacors, for which 
purpofe it fecmed to be calculated. The fuccefsful 
combatant waited for a fecond antagonift; and, if again 
vi(5i:orious, for a third; and fo on, till at la(l he was de¬ 
feated. In thefe combats it w'as very (ingular, that, 
w'hen any two are preparing to attack each other, a third 
may advance, and make choice of either of them for his 
antagonift, when the other is under the ncceffity of 
withdrawing. If the combat proved long and tedi¬ 
ous, or appeared unequal, a chief generally interfered, 
and concluded it by putting a (lick between the com¬ 
batants. As this exhibition was at our defire, it was 
univerfally expedled, that fomc ot us would have en¬ 
gaged with the natives; but, though our people received 
prcifing invitations to bear a part, they did not hearken 
to the challenges, not having forgot the blows they re¬ 
ceived at the Friendly Iflands. 

This day died William Watman, a mariner of the 
gunner's crew. This event we mention particularly, 
feeing death had hitherto been uncommon among us. 
He w^as a man in years, and much rcfpe<fl:ed by Cap¬ 
tain Cook. He had ferved twenty-one years as a ma¬ 
rine, and then entered as a feamen in 1772, on board 
the Refolution, and ferved with the Commodore in his 
voyage towards the South Pole. On their return he 
got admittance into Greenwich Hofpital, at the fame 
t-ime with himfelf; and anxious to follow the fortunes 
of his benefadfor, he alfo quitted it with him, on the 
Commodore's appointment to the command of the 
prefent expedition. Watman had often been fubjed to 
night fevers, in the eourfe of the voyage, and was 
very infirm w-hen we arrived jn the bay; where, having 
been fent a few days on (liore, he thought himfelf per- 
fedlly reftored, and reqiieflcd to return on board. His 
requeft was complied with. The day following he had 
£ ftroke of the palfy, which in two days afterwards put 
an end to his life. At the requeft of Terreeoboo, the 
remains of this faithful feaman were buried in the Mo- 
rai; the ceremony being perfonned with great folcm- 
nity. Kaoo and his^birSihrcn were prefent at the fu¬ 
neral, w ho behaved w’ith great decorum, and paid due 
attention while the fervice was performing. On our 
beginning to fill up the grave, they approached it with 
great awe, and threw in a dead pig, together with fome 
cocoa-nuis and plantains. For three fucceftive nights 
they furrounded it, facrificing hogs, and reciting 
prayers and hymns till morning. At the head of the 
grave, wt erected a poft, and nailed thereto a piece of 
boaai, w-hcreon was inferibed the name and age of the 
deceafed, and the day of his departure from this life. 
T'hcfe memorials we were aftured they would not re¬ 
move, and, It is probable, they will be permitted to re¬ 
main, folongasfuch frail materials can endure. 

Being much in w^ant of fuel. Captain Cook defired 
Mr. King to treat with thepriefts, for the purchafe of 
the railing belonging to the Moral. Mr, King had his 
doubts rclpeding clS decency of this overture, and ap- 
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prehended the propofal might be deemed impious; but 
in this he was much miftaken: for an application being 
made for the fame, they exprefted no kind of furprize 
and the w’ood was delivered without the lead ftipula- 
tion. While our people were taking it away, Mr. King 
faw one of them with a carved image; and, upon en¬ 
quiry, he was informed, that the whole femieircle (as 
mentioned in the defeription of the Morai) had been 
carried to the boats. Though the natives w ere fpec- 
tators of this bufinefs, they did not feem to refent it; 
but on the contrary, had even aflifted in the removal. 
Mr. King thought proper to mention the particulars 
to Kaoo; who feemed exceedingly indifferent about the 
matter, begging him only to rellore the center image; 
w'hich was immediately done, and it was conveyed to 
one of the prieft’s houfes. 

For fome time, the king, and his chiefs, had been 
very importunate to know the time of our departure. 
From this circumftance, Mr. King’s curiofity was ex¬ 
cited to know the opinion thefe people had entertained 
of us, and what they fuppofed to be the objedt of our 
voyage. He took confiderable pains to fatisfy himfelf 
refpedling thefe points; but the only information he 
could get was* that they fuppofed we had left our na¬ 
tive country on account of the fcantinefs of provifions, 
and that we had vifitcd them for the foie purpofe of 
filling our bellies. Thisconclufion was natural enough, 
conlidcring the meagre appearance of fome of our crew; 
the voracity with w'hich we devoured their frefli provi¬ 
fions ; and our anxiety to purchafe as much of it as we 
were able. It was a matter of entertainment to fee 
the natives patting the bellies of the Tailors (who were 
much improved in fiecknefs (ince their arrival at the 
bay) and telling them, in the beft manner they could, 
that it was time for them to depart; but if they would 
return the next bread-fruit feafon, they fliould be better 
able to fupply them. Wc had now continued fixtecn 
days in the bay, during which time our confumption of 
hogs and vegetables, had been fo enormous, that we 
need not be furprized at their wiftiing to fee,us take our 
leave. But Terreeoboo had, perhaps, no other view, 
in his enquiries, than a defire of having fufficient no¬ 
tice, to prepare fuitable prefents for us at our depar¬ 
ture,* for when we informed him of our intention to 
quit the ifland in two days, a kind of proclamation 
was made, requiring the natives to bring in their hogs, 
and vegetables, for Terreeoboo to prefent to tha 
Orono. 

We W'Cre this day much entertained, at the beach, 
with the buffooneries of one of the natives. He held in 
his hand an inftrumenr of mufic, fuch as we have al¬ 
ready deferibed: bits of fea-wced were faftened round 
his neck; and, round each leg, fome ftrong netting; 
whereon were fixed rows of dogs teeth, hanging loofe. 
His dancing w'as accompanied with ftrange grimaces, 
and unnatural diftortions of the features, which were 
fometimes highly ridiculous, and, upon the whole, with¬ 
out meaning or exprcffion. But the wreftling and 
boxing matches afforded us good diverfion for the even¬ 
ing; and, in return, we exhibited the few fire-works we 
had remaining. Nothing could more effedually excite 
the admiration of thefe iflanders, or ftrike them with 
more exalted ideas of our fuperiority, than fuch a re- 
prefentation: notwithftanding this was, in every re- 
fpectj much inferior to that exhibited at Hapaee, yet 
the aftonifliment of thefe people w'as equally great. 

The carpenters wlio had been fent up the country to 
cut planks for the head rail-work of our ftiip, the Re-r 
folution, had now been gone three days, and, not hav> 
ing heard from them, wc began to be alarmed for their 
fafety. We expreifed our apprehenfions to Kaoo, who 
appeared equally concerned with ourfelves; but while 
we were planning meafures with him, for fending pro¬ 
per perfons after them, they all fafely arrived. Our 
people had gone farther into the country than they ex¬ 
pected, before they found any trees fuitable for their 
purpofe. This circumftance. together with the bad- 
nefsof the roads, and the difficulty of conveying tim¬ 
ber to the ftiips, had fo long detained them. They be¬ 
llowed high commendations on their guides, who not 
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only fupplied them With provifions, but faithfully pro- 
teded their tools. Having fixeJ on Thurfday, the 
^rh of February, for our departure, Terreeoboo in¬ 
vited Captain Cook, and Mr. King, to attend him on 
the gd, to Kaoo’s refidcnce. On our arrival there, we 
faw large quantities of cloth fcattered on the ground; 
abundance of red and yellow feathers, faflened to the 
fibres of cocoa-nut huflts; and plenty of hatchets and 
iron ware, which had been received from us in baiter. 
Not far from thefe was depofitcd an immenfe quantity 
of various kinds of vegetables; and at a little diRance, 
a large herd of hogs. We fiippofed, at firR, that the 
Avhole was intended as a prefent for us; but we M^ere in¬ 
formed by Kaircekeea, that it was a tribute to the king, 
from the inhabitants of that diRricR. We were no 
fooner feated than the bundles were brought, and laid 
feverally at Terreeoboo’s feef; and the cloth, feathers, 
and iron, were difjRaycd before him. The king was 
perfedily fatisfied with this rharkof duty from his peo¬ 
ple; and having feledled about one third of the iron 
utenfils, one third of the feathers, and fome pieces of 
cloth, he ordered thefe to be fet aRde by themfelves; and 
the remainder of the cloth, hogs, vegetables, &c. were 
afterwards prefented to Captain Cook and Mr. King. 
The value and magnitude of this prefdrit, far exceeded 
anything that \vc had before received. The whole 
was immediately conveyed oh boai^d; and the large 
hogs were fet apart for feil Rbfesr but the fmalkf pigs 
and vegetables, w^re divided between the crews. The 
fame day vve quitted the Morai, and got our obfervato- 
ries on board. The taboo was removed, and, with it 
vanilhed its magical cReds; for'as foon as^ we had 
quitted the place, the people ruRied in, and vigilantly 
fearched, in hopes of finding fome valuable atticlcsdefc 
behind. Mr. King being the laR onfhore, and Waiting 
for the return of the boat, the inhabitants crowded 
about him, and having prevailed upon him to fit down 
among them, cxpreiTed their regret at our fepararion. 
It was even with difficulty that they w’^ould fuRer him'tb 
depart. Having had, while we lay irt the bay, the ebriV^ 
mand of the party on fliore, he becaihe iTioiie ac¬ 
quainted with the natives, than thofe w'ho were Re- * 
quired to be on board. From the inhabitants in gene¬ 
ral, he experienced great kindnefs; but the fneridlbip 
fhewn by the prieRs was conRaiit and unbounded. 
On the other hand, Mr. Kirfg was ahkious to cdnciliate 
their eReeiTi; in which He fo happily fueceeded, that 
when they were made acquainted with the time of our 
departure, he was ui-^ed to remain behind; sind re¬ 
ceived overtures of the moR Ratt'ering kind. When 
he endeavoured to c:^ciife himfelf, by a Hedging, that 
the Commodore would riot pertni't it, they piropofed to 
condu<R him to the mouTttaihSi and there conceal him 
fill the departure of the Rrips. On Mr. Km’g^s affiir- 
ing them that the Riips would nOt fail w'ithouc him, the 
King and Kaoo repaired toCaptaih Cook, (Whom*’they 
fuppofed to be his father) requeRing formally, that he 
tnight be fuffered to remain behind. The Commodore 
unwilling to give a pofitiv^ refufal, to a propolul fbge- 
ucroufly intended, alfu'red them, that he could nbtpart 
with him at prefent/ but he fhould return thither the 
next year, when he would endeavour to oblige them. 

On Thtirfday the 4th of February, early in' the liiorn- 
ing, having unmoored, the Refoltitipn and Difeovery fet 
fail, and cleared the harbour, attended by a vaR num¬ 
ber of canoes. Wc propofedRo Riape bur coutfe fblr 
Mowee; as we had been informed, thdt in the iflahd 
there was a fine harbour, and excellent water, but Cap¬ 
tain Cook intended to RniRi firR the furvey ryf OwhyHee, 
before he went thithet, hopihg to meet yhth a toad 
tnore Rieltered th^n Karakakooa Bay/ We 'had not 
been long under fail, whert the king, who had omitted ; 
to take his leave ot' Captain Clerke, as riot e^ffei 5 l^ihg 
our departure to be fo fudden, carhe the fhips, 
JJcebmparticd by the yotirig prince, in a failing caribc, 
bringing with thebn. ten large hogs, a gi'eat ritmibtrof 
fowls, and a fmall turtre (a gteat r^trify)* W-klS’ bread¬ 
fruit in abundance. They alfo brbught wi'ih therfr great 
q^uantitics of coeba-rtuts, plantains, and .fugar-*eane.s. 
Befjdes other perfons of diRlndibn’, who aecompanied 


i the king, there wa.s an old pricR, who had always 
Riewn a particular attachment to Captain Clerke, and 
who had not been uniewarded for his civility. It being 
rather late when they reached the Difeovery, they Raid 
on board but a few hours, and then all departed, ex¬ 
cept the old pricR, and fome girls, who had the King's 
permifijon to remain on board, till they fhould arrive at 
feme of the neighbouring ifles. We were now Rcering 
with a fine breeze, but juR at the clofe of evening, to 
our great mortification, the wind died away, and a great 
rvvell fucceeding, with a Rrong current fetting right in 
for Riore, we \\ ere in the utmoR danger, particularly 
the Difeovery, of being driven upon the rocks. At this 
time the old prieR, who had been fent to fleep in the 
great cabin, leaped over-board unfeeii with a large 
piece of Ruffian filk. Captain Clerke’s property, and 
fwam to Riore. 

On Friday the 5th, we had calm weather, and made 
but little way. Seeing a large canoe between us and 
the Riore, we hove to for her coming up, and to our 
gre^t furprize perceived the old king, with feveral of 
his chiefs, having with them the pricR who had Rolen 
the filk, bound hand and foot, whbm the king delU 
vered to Captain Clerke, at the fame lime requeRing 
i hat his fault might be forgiven. The king being told 
his rcqiieR was granledi unbound him, and fet him at 
liberty; telling the Captain that, feeing him with the 
filk, he judged it was not his own, therefore ordered him 
to be apprehended ; and had taken this method of ex-i 
pofing him, for having injured his friend. This was a 
lingular inRance of juRice, which wc did not cxpctR to 
fee among thefe people. As foon as they had delivered 
the lilk, which the king refufed to accept, they de¬ 
parted. Having a light breeze in the night, we made 
a little progrefs to the northward. 

On Saturday the 6^h, in the morning, we were a- 
bi eaR of a deep bay, called by the natives Toe-^yah-yah. 
We flattered ourfclves with finding a commodious har¬ 
bour here; for we faw fome fine Rreams of water to the 
N.- K- afrid the whole appeared to be well fheltercd. 
Th6fe bbfer vac ions feeming to tally with the accounts 
given by Koah, who \Va$ now on board the Refolution, 
the maRcr was font in the pinnace, with Koah as his 
guide, to examine the bay ; but, before they fet off, 
Koah altered his name, out of compliment to us, to 
that of Brirannce. In the vifternoon, the weather be- 
caineglponiy, and fuch violent guRs of wind blew off 
the land, thaf we were obliged to take in all the fails, 

' and bring to, umlcr the mizen^Ray-l'ail. Soon after 
the gale began, all the canoes left us; and Mr. Bligh, 
on his return, preferved an old woman and two men 
from drowning, whofe canoe had been overfet in the 
Rorm. We had feveralwomen remaining onboard, 
whom ^he natives;-in their hurry to depart,- had left to 
Ihift for themfelves^. Mr. Bligh reported, that he had 
; landed at a village on the riortlvfidc of the bay, wfficre 
i he was fliewn fome wells of w'ater, that would not, by 
any rneans anfwer our purpofo; that he proceeded far-* 
ther into the bay; wffiere,InRead of finding good an- 
chomge, he Obfi^rved the Riore^to be low, and a flat bed 
of cofM rocks extended along t'hecdaR, and upwards of 
a mile from the land; the depth of water, on the out- 
fide/ beirig twenty fathoms. During this furvey Bri- 
cannee hAd contrived to flip away. His information 
hcTvihg proved erroneous, he might, perhap.s be afraid 
of returning. ’ ■ In the evening thb wea't?her became 
fhoVerrioderace, when we'again ffiade fail; but it blew 
fo vibiehtly about midnight, as to fplit the fore and 
inairirmp fails. 

On Sunday the 7th, in tfie morning, we bent frefh 
fails. Being now abottt four or five leagues from the 
Ihore, and the weather very unfettled, the canoes would 
not v^nttri-eoff; fo'that our female guefts Were under 
the ireteffity of femainirig with us, though, at this time, 
much agairtR their inclination i for they were all ex¬ 
ceedingly foa fiek, and many of them had^Reft their i^# 
fants on ffiore.' The weather continued foiially, yet wq 
R ood in for land; in thj^ afternoori; and being within 
three leagues of it, we faw two'men paddling towardji 
US. ' coi^'6Rured,- that they had'been driven of? 
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the fliorc, by the late boifterous weather; and there¬ 
fore ftopped the fliip’s way, in order to take them in. 
Thefe poor wretches w'cre fo exhaufled by fatigue, that 
had not one of the natives on board jumped into the 
canoe to their alTihancc, they would hardly have been 
able to fix it to the rope thrown out for that purpofe. 
It was with great difliculty that we got them up the 
ihip’s fide, together with a child about four years of age, 
which had been lafiied under the thwarts of the canoe, 
with only its head above the water. They had left the 
fiiore the morning before, and had been, from that 
time, w’ithout food or water. The ufual precautions 
w'cre taken in giving them vidbjals, and the child being 
committed to the care of the women, they were all per 
fcdly recovered by the next morning. At midnight a 
gale of wind coming on, we were obliged to double 
reef the top-fails, and get dowm the top-gallant yards. 

On Monday the 8th, at day-break, we found that 
the fore-mall had again given way; the fiflics being 
fpriing, and the parts fo very dcfe<^live, as to make it 
abfolutcly neceflary to unficp the mad. Captain Cook 
for fome time helitated, whether he fliould return to 
Karakakooa, or take the chance oflinding a harbour 
in the illands to the leeward. The bay was not fo com¬ 
modious, but that a better might probably be met with, 
either for repairing the maSs, or procuring refrefii- 
ments; the latter of which, it was imagined, the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Karakakooa had lately been pretty well 
drained of. It was, on the other hand, confidered, as 
an imprudent ftep, to leave a tolerable good harbour, 
which, once loll, could not be regained, for the mere 
pofiibility of meeting with a better; efpecially, as the 
failure of fuch a contingency, might have deprived us 
of any refource. We now flood on towards the land, 
to give the natives on fhore an opportunity of releafing 
their friends on board; and, about noon, when we were 
within a mile of the fhore, feveral canoes came off to 
us, but fo loaded with people, that no room could be 
found for any of our guefts; the pinnace was there¬ 
fore hoifted out to land them; and the mailer who com¬ 
manded it, was inflru(fi:ed to examine the fouth coafis 
of the bay for water, but returned without fuccefs. Va¬ 
riable winds, and a llrong current to the northward, re¬ 
tarded their return. 

On Tuefday the 9th, at eight o’clock, A. M. it blew 
very hard from the S. E. which occafioned us to clofe 
reef the top-fails. 

On Wednefday the loth, at two o’clock, A. M. in a 
heavy fquall, we found ourfelves clofe in with the 
breakers, to the northward of the well point of Owhy- 
hee. We had juft room to avoid them, and fired fe- 
vcral guns to alarm the Difeovery, and apprize her of 
danger. In the forenoon, the weather had been more 
moderate. A few canoes ventured to come off to us, 
w hen w'C were informed by thofe belonging to them, 
that much mifehief had been occafioned by the late 
llorms, and that a great many canoes had been lolf. 
We kept beating to windward the remainder of the 
day; and, in the evening, were within a mile of Kara¬ 
kakooa bay; but wc Hood off and on till day-light, 
the next morning, when we call anchor in our old fta- 
tion. 

On Thurfday the nth, and part of the r2th, all 
hands were employed in getting out the fpre-maft, and 
conveying it on fhore. Befidcs the damage which the 
head of the maft had fuftained, the heel of it w as fpund 
by the carpenters, exceeding rotten, having a large 
bole in the middle. As the neceflary repairs were likely 
to take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly and Mr. King got 
the allronomical apparatus on Ihorc, and pitched their 
tents on {he.Morai, guarded by a corporal and fix ma¬ 
rines. A friendly incercourfc was renewed with the 
priefts, whp, for our greater fccurity, tabooed thC; place 
with their wands as before. The fail-makers were fent 
on Ihote to repair the damages, in their department, 
ihlHincd. .fei^^i^ datc heavy gales. They occupied a 
boufc adjoining to the Morai, that was lent us by the 
^iclh» " i^ch, were the arrangements on fhorp. Byi; 
^n po.ining to anchor in the bay, our reception was fo 
Very diftbrept from what it had been upon our^firft ar¬ 


rival, that we were all aftoniflied: no fluiiits were heard 
no buftle or confufion, by the motions of the natives 
were perceived; but we found ourfelves in a folitary* 
deferted bay, wnth hardly a friend appearing, or a ca¬ 
noe ftirring. Their curiofity, indeed, might be fupl 
pofed to be diminiftied by this time; but the hofpitable 
treatment we had been continually favoured with, and 
the friendly manner in w hich we parted, induced us to 
expebl that, on our return, they would have received 
us with the greatell demonftrations of joy. Various 
were our conjectures on the caufe of this extraordinary 
appearance, when our anxiety w'as in part relieved by 
ihc return of our boat, the crew of w hich brought us 
intelligence, that Terreeoboo was abfent, and that the 
bay w^as tabooed. This account appeared very fatis- 
fadory to many of our company; but fome were of 
opinion, that there was, at this time, fomewhat very 
fufpicious in the behaviour of the natives; and that the 
taboo, or interdidion, on pretence of the king’s ab- 
fence, was contrived artfully, to afford him time to con- 
fult his chiefs in what manner we fhould be treated. 
Whether thofe fufpicions*w^cre well founded, or the ac¬ 
count given by the natives was the truth, wc were never 
able to afeertain. For though it is not improbable, 
that our fudden return, for which they could fee no ap¬ 
parent caufe, and the necefiity of which we afterwards 
found it very difficult to make them comprehend, 
mightoccafion fome alarm; yet the unfufpicious con¬ 
duct of Terreeoboo, who, on his fuppofed arrival, the 
next morning, came immediately to vifit Captain Cook, 
and the confequent return of the natives to their former 
friendly intercourfe with us, arc ftrong proofs that they 
neither meant, nor apprehended, any change of con- 
dud, In fupport of this opinion, we may add the ac¬ 
count of another accident, precifcly of the fame kind 
which happened to us, on our firft vifit, the day before 
the king’s arrival. A native having fold a hog on 
board our fliip, and received the price agreed on, Pareea, 
who faw the tranfadion, advifed the feller not to part 
with his hog, without an advanced price. For his in¬ 
terference in this bufinefs, he was harflily fpoken to, 
and puflied away; and as the taboo was foon laid on 
the bay, we, at fii-ft, fuppofed it to be the confequcncc 
of the affront offered to the chief. Both thefe events 
ferve to flievv how extremely difficult it is to draw any 
certain conclufion from the condud of a people, with 
whofe language and cuftoms we were fo imperfcdly 
acquainted. Some idea, however, may be formed of 
the difficulties thofe have to encounter, who in their 
intercourfe with thefe ftrangers, are obliged to ftcer their 
courfe in the midft of uncertainties, when the moft 
ferious confequcnces may be expeded by only imaginary 
offences. However true or falfc our conjedurcs may 
be, it is certain thisdav\ the 12th, things went on in 
their ufual quiet courfe. 

On Saturday the 13th, at the approach of evening, 
the officer who commanded the w^atering party of the 
Difeovery, came to inform Mr. King, that feveral 
chiefs were aflcmbled near the beach, and were driving 
away the natives, w'ho affifted the Tailors in rolling the 
calks to the Ihorc; declaring, at the fame time, that 
their behaviour feemed to be very fufpicious, and he 
imagined they w ould give him fome farther difturbancc. 
Mr. King, agreeable to his requeft, font a marine with 
him, but permitted him to take only his fide arms. 
The officer, in a fiiort time, returned, and informed 
Mr. King, that the inhabitants had armed themfclves 
with Hones, and were become very tumultuous. Mr. 
King therefore went himfclf to the watering place, at¬ 
tended by a marine with his mufquet. Seeing them 
approach, the iflanders threw away their Hones, and, 
on Mr. King's application to fome of the chiefs, the 
mob w'as difperfed. Every thing being now quiet, 
Mr. King w'cnt to meet Captain Cook, who was com¬ 
ing on fhore in the pinnace. He related to the 
modorc all that had recently happened, and received 
orders to fire ball at the oflenders, fiiould they again be¬ 
have infol^ntly, and in cafe of their beginning to thro\v 
Hones. In confequcncc of thefe orders Mr. King com¬ 
manded thccorp.pral to gi ve dirciHions, that thefcntinels 
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pieces Hioiilcl be loaded with ball, inftcad of (liot. On 
our return to the tents, we heard a continued fire of the 
iriurquets from the Difeovery, which \ve obferved to be 
diredted at a canoe, that we fiiw paddling towards the 
fliore, in orcat hafie, and purfued by one of our fmall 
boats. We immediately concluded, that the firing was 
in confequence of fomc theft, and Captain Cook 
ordered Mr. King to follow him with a marine 
armed, and to endeavour, to ftize the people as they 
came on fhore. Accordingly, we ran towards the 
place where we imagined the canoe w'ould land, but 
were too late; the people having quitted it, and 
made their efcape into the country before our arrival. 
We w'ere at this time ignorant, that the goods had 
been already rcflored; and thinking it probable, 
from the circumfiances we had at firll obferved, that 
they might be of importance, for this rcafon, wc w^re 
unwilling to relinquifli our hopes of recovering them. 
Having therefore enquired of the natives which way 
the fugitives had gone, vve followed them, till it was near 
dark, w hen judging ourfelvcs to be three miles from 
the tents, and fufpeding that the natives, who fre¬ 
quently encouraged us in the purfuit, w'ere amufing us 
with falfe information, we thought it in vain to continue 
our fearch any longer, and therefore returned to the 
beach. During our abfence a difference of a more 
ferious nature had happened. The officer who had 
been difpatched in the fmall boat after the thieves, a Ox's 
who was returning on board with the goods that had 
been refiored, Iccing Captain Cook and Mr. King en¬ 
gaged in the purfuitof the offenders, foiled a canoe w hich 
was drawn upon the fliore. This canoe belonged to 
Parcca.our friend, who at that infiant,arriving froincn 
board the Difeovery,claimed his property, and protcflcd 
his innocence. However, the officer perfiiled in de¬ 
taining it, in which he was encouraged by the crew ol 
the pinnace, then waiting for the Commodore. The 
con fcqifence of this imprudent condud w as, w hat might 
have been expeded: a feuffle enfued; and Pareea un¬ 
fortunately was knocked down, by a violent blow' on 
the head w ith an oar. Several of the natives, w ho had 
hitherto been unconcerned rpe6lators, began now' to at¬ 
tack our people with fuch a Ihowerof ftones, that they 
were compelled to make a precipitate reti-eat, and fwam 
off to a rpek, ar,a confiderable diftance from the fliore. 
The pinnace was plundered immediately by the natives, 
and w'ould have been entirely demoliflicd, had not 
Parcea interpofed, who had not only recovered from 
his blow, but had alfo forgot it at the fame infiant. 
He ordered the crowd to difperfe, and beckoned to our 
people to come and take pofieffion of the pinnace; 
and afterwards afiured them, that he would ufc his in¬ 
fluence to get the things refiored which had been taken 
out of it. After their departure, he followed them in 
his canoe, carrying them a midfliipman s cap, and fomc 
other articles; and exprcfling much concern at what 
had happened, begged to know', if the Orono would 
kill him.^ And, whether he might be permitted to go 
on board the next day? He was affured that he would 
be well received; upon which he joined nofes with the I 
officers (their ufual token of amity) and paddled over 
to Kow'rowa. When thefe particulars were related to 
Captain Cook, he was exceedingly concerned; and 
'vhen the Captain and Mr. King were returning on 
board, the former expreffed his fears, that thefe ifland- 
ers would oblige him, though much againfi: his inclina¬ 
tion, to life violent mcafurcs with them; adding, they 
muff not be permitted to fippofe that they had gained 
an advantage over us. It was too late to take any ffeps 
this evening, the Commodore therefore only gave orders, 
that every native fliould be immediately turned out of 
the fliips. Th is order having been executed, Mr. 
King returned to his ffation on fiiore; and the events of 
the day having much •abated our former confidence in 
the natives, we pofied a double guard on the Moral, 
Hith orders to fend to Mr. King and let him know', if any 
of the natives were feen lurking aboiitthe beach. At 11 
o'clock, five of the natives were feen creeping round the 
bottom of the Morai: they approached filcntly with great 
caution, but, perceiving they were difeovered, immedi- 
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ately retired out of fight. At midnight, one of them 
ventured very near the obfervatory, when one of the 
fcntinels fired over him; W'hcrcupon he, with fomc 
others, fled with great precipitation, and we had no 
farther moleflation during the remainder of the night. 
The temper Of thefe iflanders was now totally changed ^ 
and forfome days pafi, as may be feen from our jour¬ 
nal, they became more and more troublefome. In the 
courfe or this day, fevcral parties of them were bufy. 
in rolling ffones from the edge of the hill, wnth a view, 
as was fuppofed, to’annoy the fliips; but thefe were 
too great a difiance to receive any damage ; however, 
the Commodore looking upon this as an infult, ordered 
fome of our great guns to be fired among them, and, in 
lefs than ten minutes, not an Indian was to be feen near 
the place. In the afternoon Terrccoboocameon board, 
and complained of our having killed tw'o of his people, 
intimating, at the fame time, that they had not the 
leaft intention of hurting us. He continued on board 
near two hours, amufing himfclf with feeing our ar¬ 
mourers work, and requefied that they might be per¬ 
mitted to make him a pahooa (an infirument ufed in 
battle, when they come to clofe quarters) w hich was 
immediately done. 

Sunday, the 14th of Fchniary, 1779. This is that 
memorable day, in which arc comprized the affecling 
incidents, and melancholy particulars, that concluded 
with the affafiination ot^our beloved and honoured 
Commodore. Very early in the morning, a party of 
the ifianders were perceived, who made a great lamen¬ 
tation, aiivl moved (lowly along to the beating of a 
tlrum, that gave fcarcely a- firokc in.a minute. Frt)in 
thiscircumfiance our people fuppofed, they were bury¬ 
ing the dead who had been killed the preceding day. 
At day break Mr. King repaired on board the Refolu- 
tion, in order to examine the rime-keeper. In his way 
thither, he was hailed by the Difeovery, and received 
the alarming information, that their cutter had been 
rtolen, in fome time of the night, from the buoy, 
where it was moored. I'he boat’s painter had been 
cut two fathoms from the buoy, and the remainder of 
tl-c rope was gone with the boar. This gave caufc fuf- 
ficient to fufpedl that fome villany was hatching by the 
illandcrs, and that ill confequcnccs w'ould follow' fuch a 
daring theft. With thefe thoughts Mr. King haflcncd 
on board the Refolution, whofe w'hole company were by 
this time in motion. On his arrival, he found the ma¬ 
rines arming, the crew preparing to warp the Ihip 
nearer to the Ihore, and Captain Cook loading his 
double barrel gun. He began w'ith a relation of what 
had happened in the night at the Morai, when the Com¬ 
modore interrupted him with fome cagernefs, and in¬ 
formed him of the lofs of the Difeovery's curtcr, and 
of the preparations he was making to recover it; add¬ 
ing, that he was refolved to feize Terrccoboo, and to 
confine him on board till the boat fliould be returned. 
It had been Captain Cook's ufual praeffice, in all the 
ifiands of the Pacific Ocean he had viflted, whenever 
any thing of confequence had been ftolcn by the na¬ 
tives, to get their king, or fome of the principal carees 
on board, where he detained them as prifoners, till the 
property that had been loft was reflored; and this me¬ 
thod having hitherto proved fuccefsful, he meant to 
piirfuc it on the prefent occafion. In confequence of 
this hafty determination, the Commodore gave orders 
to ftop every canoe that Ihould attempt to leave the 
bay; having refolved to feize, and deflroythem, if the 
cutter could not be recovered by lenient meafure". 
To this end the boats of both (hips, properly manned 
and armed, were flationed acrofs the bay. The i(land¬ 
ers obferving our motions, and feeing the (hips warping 
tow'ards the towns, of w'hich there were two, one on 
each lide of the harbour, they concluded that our de- 
(ign was to leize their boats. In confequence of which 
conjedure, mofl: of their large war canoes took the 
alarm, and w'ere making off, when our guns, loaded 
W'ith grape and canifter (hot, drove them back. 

Between the hours of feven and eight o'clock. Cap¬ 
tain Cook and Mr. King quitted the (hip together; the 
former in the pinnace, having Mr. Phillips, and nine 
7 I marines 
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marines with him; and the latter In a fmall boat. The 
lafl; orders Captain Gook gave Mr. King, were, to quiet 
the minds of the people on his fide of the Bay, by the 
Jirongert affurances that they Ihould not be injured; to 
keep his people together, and to be continually on his 
guard. Captain Cook and Mr. King then parted; the 
former intending to proceed to Ko wrowa, where Terreco- 
boo rcfidcd, and the latter to the beach. When Mr. 
King had landed, he perceived many of the war¬ 
riors of Owhyhce were cloathed in their military mats, 
though without arms ; that they were gathering toge¬ 
ther in a body from every diredion; and that they aU 
lumcd a very different countenance to what they ufually 
wore upon all former occafions; he therefore, when ar¬ 
rived at his ftation on fhore, ilfued flrid orders to the 
marines, to continue within the tent, to charge their 
mufquets with ball, and not, on any confideration, to 
quit their arms. This done, he waited upon old Kaoo, 
and the priefts, at their refpedive huts, and explained 
to them, as well as he was able, the rcafon of the holtilc 
preparations, which had fo exceedingly alarmed them. 
He found they were no ftrangers to our lofs of the cut¬ 
ter, and aflured them, that though the Commodore was 
rcfolvcd not only to reco<-cr it, but to punifh, in the 
mofi exemplary manner, the perpetrators of the theft; 
yet they, and all the inhabitants of the village, on our 
fide, need not be alarmed, nor apprehend the Icafl: 
danger from us. He defircd the priefts to communi¬ 
cate the motives by which we were actuated in our pre- 
fent condu(ft, to the people, and to intreat them not to 
entertain groundIcfs fears, but, confiding in our decla¬ 
rations, to remain peaceable and quiet. Mr. King hav¬ 
ing thus made known our real intention, Kaoo aflvcd, 
with great emotion, if Tcrrecoboo, the king, was to be 
hurt? Mr. King declared he was not; upon which both 
Kaoo and the reft of the priefts fcemcd much fatisfied 
with this afturance. 

In the interval of thefe tranfaclions. Captain Cook 
having called olf the launch from the N. part of the 
Bay, and taken it with him, landed, rcgardlefs of ap¬ 
pearances, at KowTOwa, with Mr.Phillips, lieutenant of 
the marines, a ferjeant, and nine privates. He pro¬ 
ceeded immediately into the village, where he was re¬ 
ceived rcfpG<J:tfully; the people, as ufual, proftrating 
themfclvcs before him, and making their accuftomed 
olTcrings of fmall hogs; but it was obferved, that the 
chiefs were in fome confternation on feeing the Captain 
and his guard, and that they foon difappeared one after 
another. The Commodore perceiving that his main 
defigii was not fufpeefted, the next ftep he took was, to 
enquire for the king, and the two boys, his fons, who 
bad been his conftant guefts on board the Refolution. 
In a fhort time the boys returned, w'ith fome of the na¬ 
tives who had becti fent in fearch of them; and con- 
duifted Captain Cook to the habitation where Tetrceo- 
boo had flcpt. The old king had juft awoke, and the 
Captain addrefled him in the mildeft terms; afluring 
him, that no violence was intended againft his perfon, 
or any of his people; but only againft thofe who had 
been guilty of a moft unprecedented ad of robbery, by 
cutting from her moorings one of the (hip’s boats, with¬ 
out which they could neither conveniently water, nor 
carry on the necefTary communication with the fliore; 
requiring of the king, at the fame time, to give orders 
for the cutter to be rellorcd without delay; and requeft- 
ing his company with hhn on board, till his orders 
ftioiild be carried into execution. Tcrrecoboo, in reply, 
protefted his total ignorance of the theft; faid he was 
very ready to alTift indifeoveringthe author of it, and 
ftiould be glad to fee him puniflicd; but he (hewed 
great unwiilingncTs to truft his perfon with thofe who 
had lately cxercifcd unufual fcverities againft his people. 
He was told, that the tumultuous appearance of his 
•people, and their repeated depredations, made (bme 
uncommon feverities necclfary; but th.at not the lea ft 
hurt Ihould be done to the meaneft inhabitant of his 
ifiand by any perfon belonging to the ftiips; and all 
•that was necelfary tor the continuance of peace, was* to 
pledge hiinftlf (or the honefty of his people. Wi;h 
that view, and tliat only, he ciimc to requeft the king 


to place confidence in h m, and to make the Refolution 
his home, as the moft cftciitual means of puttincr a fio 
to the robberies that were daily and hourly committed 
by his people, both at the tents, and on board, the dims 
and which were now^ fo daring as to become infuffer* 
able. The.kingupon this rcmonftrajiCe arofe, and acl 
cepted the invitation. 

In about half an hour Terrceoboo fet out w ith Cap¬ 
tain Cook, to attend him on board; and everything 
had a profperous appearance. I'hc two boys were al¬ 
ready in the pinnace, and the reft of the party wcrcapi 
preaching the watcr-fide; when a woman, named Kal 
ncc-kabcreea, the mother of the boys, and one of Ter- 
rccoboo’s favourite wives, follow^ed him, and with manv 
tears and intreaties befought him not to venture on 
board. At the fame time, two warriors who came a- 
long with her, laid hold of the king, infilling he (liould 
proceed no farther, and obliged him to fit down. A 
large body of the i(landers had by this time got toge¬ 
ther, who had probably been alarmed by the difehar- 
ging of tlic great guns, and the hoftilc appearances in 
the bay. They now began to behave outragcoully, and 
to infult the guard. "J'lius iicuated, Mr. Phillips, Lieu¬ 
tenant of the marines, perceiving tha^ his men were 
huddled together in the crowd, confcqucntly unable to 
ule their arms, (liould there be a nccciruy for fo doing, 
propefed to the Commodore to draw them up along the 
rocks, clofc to the edge of the water; upon which the 
Lieutenant received orders to march, and, if any one 
oppofed, to fire upon, or inftantly difpatch him- hut 
the natives readily making way for them to pafs, Mr. 
Phillips drew them up in one line, within about thirty 
yards of the place w here '1 erreeoboo w as fitting. The 
old king continued all this time on the ground. His 
eyes dirfufed gloomy difeontent; his head drooped, 
and his whole countenance was impreired with cvciy 
mark of terror and dejection; as if he was pofTclTod 
with u foreboding confcioufnels of the cataftiopiie, in 
the bloody tragedy that was now about to be aded. 
Captain Cook, unw'illing to abandon the objed which 
occalioncd him tocomeoij fliorc, urged hint moft car- 
ncftly to proceed: but, on the other hand, if the king 
appeared inclined to attend him, the furrounding chiels 
mterpofed: at firft they had rccourfe to entccaties; but 
afterw'ards to force and violence, and even infifted on 
his remaining on fliorc; and the word was given, that 
Tootce was about to carry oft' their king, and to kill 
him. 

Captain Cook, at lengdi, finding that the alarm had 
fpread too generally, and being Icnfible that there was 
not a probability of getting Tcrrecoboo off without 
much bloodfticd, thought it moft prudent to give up 
the point; obl'crving to Mr. Phillips, chat it would he 
impoftible to compel the king to go on board, without 
running the rilk of killing a great number of the inhuy 
bitanis. Thus the enterprize was abandoned by Caj>- 
tain Cook; nor did it appear, that his perfon was in 
the leaft degree of danger, till an accident happened, 
the report of which brought forth in an inftant a num¬ 
ber of warriors from the crowd, and occalioncd a fata! 
turn to the whole affair. The b^ta ftationed acrofs the 
Bay, having fired at fome war canoes, for attempting lo 
get out, had unfortunately killed one of their pringpal 
chiefs. Intelligence of his death arrived at the fpoc 
where the Commodore then was, juft as he had parted 
from the .king, and was walking llowly towards the 
ftiorc. The ferment it occalioncd was immediately 
coo confpicuous; the women and children were imme¬ 
diately lent away, and the men foon put on their war 
mats, and armed themfelves with fpears and (tones. 
One of the natives having provided himfelf with two 
of thefe miiTivc weapons, advanced towards Captain 
Cook, fiourifhingalong iron fpikc,or pahooa, in defiance, 
and threatening to throw the (lone. The Captain made 
figns for him to defift, but the man perfifting in his in- 
folcncc, and repeating his menaces with ftrange gri¬ 
maces, he was provoked to fire a charge of finall Ihoc 
at him; but the warrior being dc.fonded by his m.ar, 
which the (hoc could not penetrate, this ferved only to 
irritate and encourage the iftanders, whofe fighting men 
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j^ow puibed forward, throwing whdle vollies Hones 
at the marines. One of the chiefs attempted to (lab 
Mr. Phillips with his pahooa, (fomc fay the very fame 
that was made by our armourers, at the requeft of the 
king, the day before) but not fucceeding in his attempt, 
he received from him a blow with the butt end of his 
miirquct. A general attack with Hones fucceeded, and 
the quarrel became general. On our fide, the guns from 
the (hips began to pour in their fire upon the multi¬ 
tude of natives, as did likewife the marine guard, and 
thofe from the boats; neverthelefs, though the Haugh- 
ter among the illanders was great, yet, enraged as they 
were, they Hood an inccHTant fire with aHoniHiing in¬ 
trepidity; and, without giving time for the marines to 
charge again, they ruHied in upon them with horrid 
Ihouts and yells. What followed was a feeneof horror 
and confufion, which can moreeaHly be conceived than 
related. Four of the marines, corporal Thomas, and 
three privates, namely, Hinks, Allen, and Fadgct, re¬ 
treated among the rocks, and fell vidlims to the fury of 
the enemy. Three others were dangcroufly wounded; 
and the Lieutenant, who had received a (lab between 
the Hioulders with a pahooa, having fortunately refer- 
ved his fire, Hiot the man who had wounded him, juH 
as he was going to repeat his blow^ The laft time our 
Commodore was diHincftiy feen, he w’as Handing at the 
water’s edge, ordering the boats to ccafe firing, and 
pull in; when a bafe alfafTin, coming behind him, and 
Hriking him on the head with his club, felled him to 
the ground, in fuch a diredlion, that he lay with his 
face prone in the water. A general (hout was fet up 
bv the iflanders on feeing the Captain fall, and his body 
was dragged ori (liore, where he was furrounded by the 


enemy, who, fnatching the dagger from each other’s 
hands, difplayed a favage eagernefs to join in his de- 
firiiction. It fiiould feem that their vengeance was di- 
redlcd chiefly againft our Commodore, \iy whom they 
fuppofed their king was to be dragged on Iward, and 
punifhed at diferetion ; for, having fecured his body, 
they fled without much regarding the reft of the Hain, 
one of whom they threw into the fea. 

Thus ended the life of the greatefi: navigator that 
this or any other nation could ever boafi of: who led 
his crews of gallant Britilh feamen twice round the 
world; reduced to a certainty the non-exiftence of a 
Southern continent, about which the learned of all na¬ 
tions were in doubt; fettled the boundaries of the earth 
and fea; and demonftrated the impra61icability of aN< 
W. palTage from the Atlantic to the great Southern 
Ocean, for which our ablefl geographers had con¬ 
tended, and in purfuit of which vafi fums had been 
fpentin vain, and many valuable mariners had miferably 
pcrifiied. His death was doubtlefs premature; yet he 
lived to accomplifli the great undertaking for which he 
feemed particularly dcfigned. How Hnccrely his lofs 
was lamented, (we fpcak here in the language of his 
panegyrift) by thofe who owed their fecurity to his fl^ill 
and condudl, and every confolation to his tenderneCs 
and humanity, it is impoHiblc to deferibe; and the talk 
would be equally dithcult to reprefent the horror, de-* 
jedlion, and difmay, which followed fo dreadful and 
uncxpcclcd a catallrophc. Let us therefore turn from 
fo mournful a (cene, to the pleafing contemplation of 
his virtues, charaifler, and publicferviccs, the hiftory 
of which our readers will find in the fubfequent chap¬ 
ter. 




CHAP. XV. 


Memoirs of ihe life and public fervices of Captain James Cook—His birth and parentage—Education and early fituahon in 
life—His mchnation for the fea^ a7id frjl employment in the merchants fervice—Tiries bis fortune in His Majejly's Jhip^ 
the Eagle‘—Is made a Lieutenant—'His behaviour under Sir IVilliam Barnahy. and when engaged in the aSlivc feenes of 
the zmr in America—His appointmentSy by the recommendations of Lord Colville and Sir Hugh Pallifer—His firjl voyage 
to the South Seas—His fecond, to complete the difeovery of the Southern hanfphere—His third and laji voyage, in order to 
dfcover a North IVeJl pajfage—An account of his family, and their pcnfions—Obfervaiions on his charaSler and death —■ 
Parttculars which happened fubfequent to bis death—Bravery of Lieutenant Phillips—The ijlanders forced to retire—SL 
illation of our party at the Morai—Annoyed by ftones—An attempt to form the Morai—gutted by our people—A Jhort 
irucey and pacific mea/ures adopted — Mr. King font to obtain a conference with fome of the chiefs of Owbvhee—-His inters 
viezv with Koah—Contemptuous behaviour of the natives, and precautions taken on our fide—A part of Captain CooPs 
body brought—Farther provocations from the natives—Our watering parties barrajfed zvith fonts—The village of Kakood 
burned—Jnfance of bravery in one of the natives—A proceffion headed by Kainekeea—The bones of Captain Cook brought 
on board—They are committed to the deep zvith ihe ufiial funeral ceremonies. 


H aving related the untimely fate of our excel¬ 
lent Commander, Captain Cook, we now pro¬ 
ceed to give our readers fomc new and authen¬ 
tic particulars of the life of this great navigator; the 
whole, we will venture to affirm, making a more cor- 
rccl and complete hifiorical narrative, on fo intcrefiing 
a lubjcvSt, than has hitherto appeared in any edition 
whatever of Captain Cook’s voyages, under whatever 
authority publifhed, or however pompoufly fet forth. 

The late Captain James Cook, the fubjC(fi of thefc 
memoirs, was born at Marton, in the North Riding of 
Yorkffiire, on February the 3d, 1728. In this parti¬ 
cular, we may contradid: the ignorant alfertions foi- 
fted on the public by editors of publications of the 
like kind with this; but vve reft our credibility on the 
authority of the Rev. Mr. Grcnfide, whofc certificate, 
taken from theregifier of births in hisparifh, is now in 
the poireffion of our publifiier. The father of Captain 
Cook was a day labourer to a farmer, and lived in a 
finall village furrounded with mud walls; who after¬ 
wards removed to Great Ayton; where he was em¬ 
ployed as a peafanc by the late Thomas Scuttowc, E(q. 
with whom he was affified by young Cook, his (bn, in 
the diff'ereiit branches of hufbandry. At the ngc of 13, 
this youth was put under the tuition of Mr. Pullen, a 
fchoolmaftcr of Ayton, by whom he was infiruded in 
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the arts of writing, common book-keeping, &c. and he 
is faid to hav'c (hewn an uncommon genius in his appli¬ 
cation to the feveral rules of vulgar arithmetic. In 
January, 1745, at the age of 17, his father bound him 
apprentice, to learn the grocery and haberdalhery bu(i- 
nefs, at Snaith; but his natural inclination not having 
been confulted on this occafion, he foon quitted the 
counter in difgufi, after a year and a half’s fcrvitudc; 
and having con traded a (Irong propenfity to. the fea, 
his mafier, willing to indulge him in following the bentr 
of his inclinarion, gave up readily his indentures. In 
July, 1746, he was bound apprentice to Mr. Walker, 
of Whitby, for the term of three years, which time he 
(erved to his mafier’s full fatisfadion. Under him he 
firft failed on board the (hip Freelove, employed chiefly in 
the coal trade from Newcafilc to London. In the fpring 
of 1750, Mr. Cook fiiippcd himfelf as a Teaman on 
board the Maria, under the command of Captain Gaf- 
kin; in which veflfel he continued all that year, in the 
Baltic trade. In 1753, he entered on board His Ma- 
jefiy’s (hip the Eagle; having a mind," as he ex- 
preHTed himfelf, to try his fortune that way." Some 
time after, the Eagle failed with another frigate on a 
cruife, in which they were very fuccefsful. 

In the year 1758, we find this riling mariner, mafier 
of she Northumberland, the flag (hip of Lord Colville, 

who 
























588 


Capt. COOK’S VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


who had then the command of a fquadron ftationed on 
the coaft of America. It \va» here, as he has often 
been heard to fay, that, during a hard winter, he firft 
read Euclid, and applied to the ftudy of the mathema¬ 
tics and aftronomy, without any afhftance than what a 
few books, and his own induftry afibrded. At the lame 
time, that he thus found means to cultivate his undcr- 
ftanciing, improve his mind, and fupply the deficiencies 
of a nearly education, he was engaged in moft of the bufy 
and adlive feenesof the war in America. Attheficge 
of Quebec, Sir Charles Saunders committed to his charge 
the execution of fcrviccs,of thefirft importance in the 
naval department. He piloted the boats to the attack 
of Montmorency; conduced the embarkation to the 
heights of Abraham, examined the paflage, and laid 
buoys for the fecurity of the large (hips in proceeding 
up the river. The courage and addrefs with which he 
acquitted himfelf in thefc fervices, gained him the warm 
ffiendfliip of Sir Charles Saunders and Lord C olville, 
who continued to patronize him during the reft of their 
lives, w'ith the greateft zeal and alfcdtion. 

On the ill of April 1760, he received a commifTion 
as a lieutenant, and foon after a fpccimcn of thofc abi¬ 
lities, which recommended him to the commands, in 
jhc execution whereof he fo highly difplayed his me¬ 
ric, that his name will be handed down to poOcrity, 
as one of the moll Ikilful navigators w'hich this coun¬ 
try hath produced. In 1765 he was with Sir NViliiam 
Burnaby, on the Jamaica Ihition; and behaved in fuch 
a manner as gained him the approbation of the admi¬ 
ral. At the conclulion of the war, he was appointed, 
through the recommendation of Lord Colville, and Sir 
Hugh Pallifer, to furvey the Gulph of St. Lawrence, 
and the coafts of Newfoundland. In this employment 
he continued till the year 1767, when the Royal So¬ 
ciety rcfolved, that it would be proper to fend a navi¬ 
gator into the South Sca.s, to obferyc the Tranfit of the 
planet Venus over the Sun’s difk; and Gcaheitc being 
fixed upon, the Endeavour, a fliip built for the coal 
trade, was put into commilTion, and the command of 
her given to Lieutenant, the late Captain Cook, who 
was appointed with Mr. Charles Green to obferve the 
Tranfic. In this voyage he was accompanied by [0- 
feph Banks, Efq. fince Sir Jofeph, and Dr. Solander, 
and other ingenious artifts. The Tranfit of Venus 
was obferved in different parts of the ifland, and the 
Captain returned, after having been abfent almofl: 
three years, in which period he had made difcovcrics 
equal to all the navigators of his country, from the 
time of Columbus to the prefent. From this period, 
as his fervices increafed in ufcfulncfs to the public, fo 
liis reputation advanced to a height too great for our 
encomiums to reach. Perhaps no fcience ever re¬ 
ceived greater additions from the labours of a Tingle 
man, than geography has done from thofe of Captain 
Cook ; who, in his firfl: voyage to the South Seas dif- 
covered the Society Ifles; determined the infularity of 
New Zealand; dircovered the ftraits which feparatc 
the two iflands, called after his name; and made a 
complete furvey of both. He afterwards explored the 
caffern coaft of New Holland, hitherto unknown ; an 
extent of 27 deg. of lat. or upwards of 2,000 miles. 

Soon after the Captain’s return to England, it was 
rcfolved to equip two Iliips to complete the difeovery 
of the Southern hemifphere. It had long been a 
prevailing idea, that the unexplored part contained 
another continent. To afeertain the fad was the 
principal objed of this expedition; and that nothing 
might be omitted that could tend to facilitate the en- 
terprize, two fliips were provided; the one, the Refo- 
lution, under the command of Captain Cook; the 
other, the Adventure, commanded by Captain Fur- 
neaux. In this fccond expcdijtion round the w'orld, 
Captain Cook rcfolved the great problem of a-fouthern 
Continent; having fo Completely tray'Crfed that hemif¬ 
phere, as not to leave a poffibility of its exiftcnce, un- 
lefs fo near the pole, as to be beyond the reach of na¬ 
vigation. In this voyage New Caledonia, the largeft 
ifland in the Southern Pacific Ocean, except New Zea¬ 
land, was difeovered; as was alfo the ifland of Geor¬ 


gia; and an unknown coaff, which the Captain named 
Sandwich land; and having twice vifited the tropical 
Teas, he fettled the fituations of the old difcovcrics, and 
made feveral new ones. 

The w ant of fuccefs which attended Captain Gcok'.s 
attempt to difeover a Southern Continent, did not fet 
atide another plan which had been recommended fonic 
time before. This was no ocher than the finding out a 
N. W. paffage, which the fancy of feme chimerical 
projectors had conceived to be a practicable fcheme. 
His fervices were required for this arduous undertaking, 
and he ofl'ered them without hefitation. I’his third 
and laft voyage is diffinguilhed by the extent and im¬ 
portance of its difcovcrics. Not to mention feveral 
fmaller iflands in the Southern Pacific, Captain Ct>ok 
difeovered the group, north of the cquinoxial liiK, 
called Sandwich inand.>; w^hich, on account of their 
lituation and productions, may perhaps become an ob¬ 
ject of more confcqucnce, than any other difeovery in 
the South Sea. He explored w hat had remained beiore 
unknown of the weflern coaft of America, an extent of 
3700 miles; afeertained the proximity of the two con¬ 
tinents of Alia and America; failed through the ftraits 
between them, and furveyed the coafts on each fide, 
fo far as to be fatisfied of the impratticabilily of a pdf- 
fage in that hemifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pa-, 
cific Ocean, by an caftern or weftern coaft. In Ihorc, 
be compleated the hydography of the habitable globe, 
if we except the Japanefe Archipelago, and the fca of 
Amur, which areftill known inipcrfedly by Europe.ans. 
Throughout this voyage it mult be confclled, that his 
fervices as a navigator, are important and meritorious. 
'The methods which he invented, and fo fuccefsfuliy 
put in pradicc, of preferving the health, (and confe- 
qucntly the lives) of fcamcn, will tranfmit his name to 
future ages, as a friend and benefador of mankind. 
It is well known among thofc who arc converfant fn 
naval hiftory, that the advantages which have been 
fought, through the medium of long fca voyages, have 
alway.s been purchafed at a dear rate. That dreadful 
difordcr which is peculiar to this fervicc, mull, w ithout 
cxcrcifing an unw-arrantablc degree of tyranny over our 
fcamcn, have been an infuperable obftaele to our cn- 
terprizes. It was referved for Captain Cook to con¬ 
vince the world,, that voyages might be protnufted to 
three, or even four years, in unknow n regions, and under 
every change of climate, without affecting the health, 
in the fmallcft degree, and even w'ithout diminiihing 
the probability of life. A few months after his depar¬ 
ture from England, notwithftanding he was then ab¬ 
fent, the Royal Society voted him Sir Godfrey Copley's 
gold medal, as a reward for the account, which he had 
tranfmitted to that body, of the method taken to pre- 
ferve the health of the crew of his ftiip. Captain Cook 
wasa married man,and left feveral children behind him. 
On each of thefe his Majcfty has fettled a pcnfion of 
twenty-five pounds a year, and two hundred pounds per 
annum on his widow. 

The conftitution of this great and unparalleled 
navigator, was rofiuft both by nature and habit; his 
body having been inured to labour, and rendered capa¬ 
ble of undergoing the fcvcreft hardftups. His ftomach 
bore, withoui complaining, the moft coarfc and un¬ 
grateful food. Indeed he Eibmittcd, with an cafy fell- 
denial, to wants of every kind, w hich he endured with 
remarkable indifference. The qualities of his mind 
were of the lame hardy vigorous kind w ith thole ol his 
body. His underftanding was ftrongand quick-lighted:: 
his judgment, in whatever related to the fcrvice.s 
he was engaged in, quick and fthre: his dcllgns were 
bold and daring, yet manly and difcrcet. His cou¬ 
rage was cool and determined, and accompanied with 
an admirable prcfcnce of mind, in the moment of dan¬ 
ger. Flis manners were plain and unafteclcd. 

Some have cenfured his temperas fubjeCt to haftr- 
nefs and paftion; but let it be confidered, that thefc 
w'crc counfcracfted, and frequently difanned, by a dii- 
pofition benevolent and humane. There arc thofc w ho 
have blamed Captain Cook for his feveriry to the na¬ 
tives of diflerent iflands which' w‘c vifited; but it was 
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not to chefe alone he was fevcrc in his difeipline. He 
never fuffered any fault in his own people, though ever 
fo trivial, to efcape unpuniQied. If they were charged 
with infultinga native, or injuring him in his property, 
if the fa6l was proved, the offender fcldom efcaped 
unpuniflied. By this impartial diffribution of equal 
mffice, the natives themfelves conceived fo high an 
idea of his wifdom, and his power too, that they paid 
him the honours bellowed on their Eatooa, or good 

^^This is certain, that a moft diffinguifliing feature in 
Captain Cook’s character was, that unremitting per- 
fevcrance in the purfuit of his objedt, which was not 
only fuperiorto the oppolition of dangers, and the pref- 
fure ofhardfhips, but even exempt fromthe want of or¬ 
dinary relaxation. During the three long voyages in 
which he was engaged, his ‘'eagernefs and activity were 
never in the lealt abated. No incidental temptation 
could detain him for a moment; even thofe intervals of 
recreation, which fometimes occurred unavoidably, 
and were looked for by us with a longing that perlons 
who have experienced the fatigues of fervice will readily 
excufe, were fubmitted to by him with a certain im¬ 
patience, whenever they could not be employed in mak- 
incr further provifions for the profecution of his de- 
fimis. In the coiirfe of this work, wc have faithfully 
enumerated all the particular inftances in which thefe 
qualities were difplayed, during the great and impoit- 
ant enterprizes in which he was engaged: and v\e have 
likewifc Itatcd the refult of thofe fcrvices, under the 
two principal heads to which they may be referred, 
thofe of geography and navigation, each of which wc 
have placed m a feparatc and diltindt point of view. 

We cannot clofe thefe memoirs, without taking a 
flight retrolpcdl view of the tragical end of this tiuly 
great and worthy fea officer. It was imagined by fome 
of thofe who were prefent, that the marines, and thofe 
who were in the boats, fired without Captain Cook’s 
orders, and that he was anxious to prevent the farther 
eftufionof blood; it is therefore probable, that, on this 
occafion, his humanity proved fatal to him; for it was 
obferved, that while he faced the natives, no violence 
had been offered him; but when he turned about to 
give dircaions to the boats, he immediately received the 
fatal blow. Whether this was mortal or not it is im- 
poffible for any one to determine ; but we are informed 
by a gentleman on board the Difeovery, whofe veracity 
isunqueflionable, that there was time fufficienc to have 
fecured the body of our brave Commandci, had a cei- 
tain lieutenant, who commanded A boat of the fame 
fliip, pulled in, inftead of making off. We do not 
mention the name, but it our information is an unde¬ 
niable fad, thedaftardly officer merits juftly that con¬ 
tempt and poverty, to which it is faid he is at prefent 
reduced. We beg leave further to obferve. that the 
natives had certainly no intention at firft of deftroying 
Captain Cook, or any of his party. The caufc firft 
originated in the death of the Eree, who was Ihot by 
one of our people in the boat: it was this circumftance 
which alarmed them, and, in confeqaence of this it was 
that they armed themfelves. At this period Captain 
Cook might have returned on board with fafety; but he 
was unfortunate in miffing the man who behaved info- 
lent to him, and ffiooting another; he was unfortunate 
in the firing of the marines ; and equally fo in the fii- 
inrr of the people in the launch; all which happened 
in'the fpaceof a few minutes. In ffiort, all the caufes 
that brought on the death of this much lamented Cir¬ 
cumnavigator, were produced by a chain of events 
which could no more be forefecn than prevented. His 
memory we leave to the gratitude and admiration of 

^^W^now proceed to relate thofe particulars, that have 
come to our knowledge, and which happened fubfe- 
quentto the death of Captain Cook. We have before 
obferved, that four of the marines, who accompanied 
the Commodore, were killed by the natives; the furvi- 
vors, with Mr. Phillips, their lieutenant, threw them¬ 
felves into the fca, and made their efcape, being pro- 
C€6led by a fmarc fire from the boats. On this occa- 
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fion, a ftriking inflance of gallant behaviour, and of 
afie^ion for his men, was difplayed by Mr. Phillips; 
for he had fcarccly got into the boat, when, feeing one 
of the marines, who was not a very expert fwimrner, 
firuggling in the water, and in danger of being taken, 
by the iflandcrs, he inflanlly leaped into the fea to h.s 
allifiance, though confiderably wounded himfclf; and 
after receiving a blow on his head from a fionc, which 
had almoft fent him to the bottom, he pught the ma¬ 
rine by the hair, and brought him off in fafety. Our 
people for fomc time kept up a conftant fire from molt 
of the boars (which, during the whole tranlacfion, " 
at no greater difiance from the land than twenty yards), 
in order to aflbrd their unfortunate companions, i^ ^^7 
of them IhoLiId fiill remain alive, an opportunity of cl- 
fc(ffing their efcape. Thefe efforts, fcconded by a few 
guns, that were, at the fame time, fired from the Ke- 
folution, having at length compelled the enemy to re¬ 
tire, a fmall boat, manned by five midfiiipmen, pulled 
towards the Ihore, where they perceived thebodics lying 
on the ground without any ligns of life. Howcvci, 
they judged it dangerous to attempt to bring thcni on 
with fo inconfidcrablc a force; and their ammunitioa 
being nearly confumed, they returned to the Ihip.s, 
ing the bodies.in poffeffion of the natives, together with 
ten Hands of arms. ^ 

After the general confiernation, which the news of 
this misfortune had dlfilifcd throughout 
company of both ffiips, had in fome degree fubfided, 
their attention was called to the party at the moiai, 
where the mail and fails were on fiiore, guarded by only 
fix marines. It is difficult to deferibe the cmotioijs 
that agitated the minds of Mr. Iving and his attend¬ 
ants, at this fiation, during the time in which thele oc- 
ciirrcnces had happened, at the other fide of the bay. 
Being at the difiance only of a mile from the village of 
Kowrowa, they could difiinCtly perceive a vafi multitude 
of people colledtcd on the fpot where Captain 
had jufi before landed. They heard the firing of the 
mufquccs, and obferved an uncommon bufilc and 
ration among the crowd. They afterwards fiw the 
iflandcrs retreating, the boats retiring from the ihore, 
and pafling and repaffing, with great fiillncfs, between 
the fliips. Mr. King’s heart foon mifgavc him on tms 
occafion. Where fo valuable a life was concerned, he 
could notavoid being alarmed by fuch new and threaten¬ 
ing appearances. Bcfidcs this, he knew that Captain 
Cook, from a long feries of fuccefs, in his tranfaclions 
with the natives of this ocean, had acquired a degree 
of confidence, which might, in fome ill-fated moment, 
put him too much off his guard ; and Mr. King now faw 
all the dangers to which that confidence might lead, 
without deriving much confolation from the confid^a- 
tion of the experience which had given rife to it. His 
firffcare, on hearing the report of the mufqucts, was 
to affure the iflandcrs, conliderable numbers of 
were affembled round the wall of our confecrated field, 
and feemed at a lofs how to account for what they had 
heard and leen, that they fhould meet wd:h no molelta- 
tioii; and that, at all events, he was inclined to conti¬ 
nue on peaceable terms with them. 

In this fituation, Mr. King and his attendants re¬ 
mained till the boats had returned onboard, when Cap¬ 
tain Clerke perceiving, by means of his tcicfcope, that 
our party was furrounded by the natives, who, he 
thou^it, defigncd to attack them, ordered two four- 
pounders to be fired at the iflandcrs. Thefe guns, 
though well aimed, did no milchief; but they i?3^ve 
natives a convincing proof of their pow'erlul efieets. 
A cocoa-nut tree, under which fome of them wcic 
fitting, was broken in the middle by one of the balls; 
and the other fliivered a rock, w hich flood in an exact 
line with them. As Mr. King had, juft before, given 
them theflrongefl affurances of their fafety, he was ex¬ 
tremely mortified at this aeff of hoftility, and, to pre¬ 
vent its being repeated, infiantly difpatched a boat to 
inform Captain Clerke, that he was, at prefent, on the 
moft amicable terms with the iflandcrs, and that, if any 
future occafion fliould arife for changing his condudl to¬ 
wards them, he w ould hoifl a jack, as a fignal for Cap- 
^ iC tain 
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tain CIcrkc to afford him his afTiriancc. Mr. King 
waited the return of the boat with the greatefl impa¬ 
tience ; and after remaining for the fpacc of a quarter 
of an hour, under the utmoll anxiety and fufpence, 
his fears were at length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. 
Bligh, with orders to flrikethe tents immediately, and 
to fend on board the fails, that were repairing. At tlie 
fame inllant, Kaircekcca having alfo received informa¬ 
tion of the death of Captain Cook, from a native who 
had arrived from the other fide of the bay, approached 
Mr. King, with great dejedion and forrow in his coun¬ 
tenance, enquiring whether it was true. .A.t this time 
the fitiiation of the party was highly critical and im¬ 
portant. Not only their own lives, but the ifiue of the 
expedition, and the return of at leafi: one of thefhips, 
were involved in the fame common danger. They 
had the mafiof the Refolution, and the greater part of 
the fails, on fiiore, ptoteded by only half a dozen ma¬ 
rines. Thelofs of rhefe would have been irreparable; 
and though the illanders had not as yet teftified the 
fmallcft difpofition to molcll the party, it was difficult 
to anfwer for the alteration, which the intelligence of 
the tranfaftion at Kowrowa might produce. Mr. King 
therefore thought proper to dilTemblc his belief of the 
death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kaireckeca to 
difeourage the report; apprehending that either the 
fear of our refentment, or the fuccefsful example of 
their countrymen, might perhaps lead them to feize the 
favourable opportunity, which at this time prefented 
itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. He, at the fame 
time, advifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the other 
priefis, into a large houfe adjoining to the morai, partly 
from a regard to theirfafety, in cafe it ffiould have been 
found necefiary to have recourfe to violent mcafures-; 
and partly from a defire of having him near our people, 
in order to make ufe of his authority with the natives, 
if it could be inftrumerital in maintaining peace. 

Having flationed the marines on the top of the 
morai, which formed a firong and advantageous poft, 
he intruRed the command to Mr. Bligh, who received 
the moft pofitive directions to a<R folelyon thedefenfivc; 
and he then went on board the Difeovery, in order to 
confer with Captain Clerkc, on the dangerous fituation 
of our affairs. He had no fooner left the fpot, than 
the illanders began to annoy our people with ffoncs; 
and juft after he had reached the ftiip, he heard the 
firing of the marines. He therefore haftily returned- 
on fliorc, where he found affairs growing every moment 
more alarming. The natives were providing arms, 
and putting on their mats; and their numbers aug¬ 
mented very faft. He alfo qbferved f»veral large bo¬ 
dies advancing towards our party along the cliff, by 
which the village of Kakooa is fe para ted from the 
north fide of the bay, where Kowrowa is fituate. At 
firft: they attacked our people with ftones from behind 
the walls of their inclofures, and meeting with no re- 
fiftance, they foon became more daring. A few cou¬ 
rageous fellow*;, having crept along the beach, under 
cover of the rocks, fuddenly prefented themfelves at 
the foot of the morai, with an intention of ftorming it 
6 n the fide next the fea, which was its only accefliblc 
part; and they w^ere not diflodged before they had 
hood a confiderable quantity of fhot, and had feen one 
of their number fall. The amazing courage of one of 
ihefe affailants deferves to be recorded. Having re¬ 
turned with a view of carrying off his companion, 
amidlt the fire of our whole party, he received a wound, 
which obliged him to quit the body, and retire; but, a 
few minutes afterwards, he again made his appearance, 
and receiving another wound, was under the neceffity 
of retreating a fecond time. At that moment Mr. 
King arrived at the morai, and faw' this man return a 
third time, faint from the lofs of blood and fatigue. 
Being informed of what hud happened, he forbad the 
foldiers to fire; and the iftander was fuflered to carry 
olf his friend, which he was juft able lo accomplifh; 
and then fell down himfelfiand breathed his laft. About 
this time a ftrong reinforcement from both fliips having 
landed, the natives retreated behind their walls; wffiich 
affording Mr. King atcefs to thepriefts, he fent one of 


them to exert his endeavours to bring his countrymen 
to fomc terms, and to propofe to them, that if they 
would defift: from throwing ftones, he would not allow 
our men to fire. This truce was agreed to, and our 
people were fuffered to launch the maft, and carry off 
the fails, aftronomical inftruments, &c. without molcf- 
tation. As foon as our party had quitted the moral 
the iflandcrs took poffcffion of it, and fome of them 
threw a few ftones, which, however, did no mifehief. 
Between clevenand twelve o’clock, Mr. Kingarrivedon 
board the Difeovery, where he found that no decifive 
plan had been adopted for the regulation of our future 
proceedings. The recovery of Captain Cook’s body, 
and the rcftitiition of the boat, were the objed.s, which, 
on all hands, w'c agreed to inlift on; and Mr. King de¬ 
clared it as his opinion, that fome vigorous methods 
ftiould be put in execution, if the demand of them 
fliould not be inftamly complied with. It may juftly 
be fuppofed that Mr. King’s feelings, on the death of 
a beloved and refpeefted friend, had fomc fhare in this 
opinion;yet there were doubtlefsother reafons,andthofe 
of the moft ferious nature, that had fome weight wdrh 
him. The confidence which the fuccefs of the natives 
in killing our Commander, and obliging us to leave the 
ftiore, muft naturally have infpired; and the advantage, 
however inconlidcrablc, which they had gained over 
us the preceding day, w'ould, he had no doubt, c.xcitc 
them to make farther dangerous atteiiTpts; and the more 
particularly, as they had no great rcafon, from whacthey 
had hitherto obferved, to dread the elfedtsof our fire¬ 
arms. This kind of weapon, indeed, contrary to the 
expeeftations of us all, had produced in them no figns 
of terror. OnouiTidc, fuch was the condition of our 
veffcls, and the ftate of difciplinc among us, that, had a 
vigorous attack been made on us, during the night, the 
confequcnces might perhaps have been highly difagree- 
ablc. Mr. King was fupporced, in thefc apprchcnfions, 
by the opinion of the greater part of the officers on 
board; and nothing feemed to him more likely to en¬ 
courage the iflanders to make the attempt, than the ap¬ 
pearance of our being inclined to an accommodation, 
wdiich they could only impute to w eaknefs or fear. On 
the other hand it was urged, in favour of more conci¬ 
liatory meafures, that the mifehief was already done, 
and w'as irreparable; that the natives, by reafon of 
their fonuer friendfhip and kindnefs had a ftrong claim 
to our regard: and the more particularly, as the late 
calamitous accident did not appear to have taken its 
rife from any premeditated defign ; that, on the part of 
Terreeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his w'illingncfs 
to accompany Captain Cook on board the Refolution, 
and his having adlually fent his two fons into the pin¬ 
nace, muft refeue his charadcr, in this refped:, from 
the fmallcft degree of fufpicion; that the behaviour of 
his women, and the chiefs, might eafily be accounted 
for, from the apprchcnfions occafioned in their minds 
by the armed force, with which Captain Cook landed, 
and the hoftilcpreparations in the bay; appearancesfo 
unfuitablc to the confidence and fricndftiip, in w'hich 
both parties had hitherto lived, that the arming of the 
iflandcrs was manifeftly with a defign to refift the at¬ 
tempt, which they had fomc rcafon to expedt would be 
made, to carry off their fovereign by force, and w'as 
naturally to be expected from a people wdio had a re¬ 
markable affeeftion for their chiefs. To thefe dieftates 
of humanity, other motives of a prudential kind were 
added; that we were in want of a fupply of water, and 
other rcfreflimcnts; that the Rcfblution’s tbremaft 
would require feven or eight days work, before it could 
be ftepped; that the fpring was advancing very faft; 
and that the fpeedy profecution of our next expedition 
to the northward, ought now to be our foleobjctft; and 
that, therefore, to engage in a vindictive conteft w'ltn 
the natives, might not only fubjeCt us to the imputation 
of ncedlefs cruelty, but would require great delay lo 
the equipment of our fhips. In this latter opinion 
Captain Clerkc concurred; and though Mr. King was 
convinced, that an early and vigorous difplay ot our 
refentment w'ould liave more effectually anfwcrcd every 
object both of prudence and humanity, he was, upon 
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the whole, not forty that the mcafurcs he had recom- 
iTiended were rejeded. For though the contemptuous 
behaviour of the iflanders, and their fubfequent oppo- 
firion to our neceflary occupations on Ihore, arifing 
rnoft probably from a mifconflrudion of our lenity, o- 
blio-ed us at lafl to have recourfe to violence in our own 
defence; yet he was not certain that the circumflanccs 
of the cafe would, in the opinion of the generality of 
people, have juftified the life of force, on our part, in 
the firfb inftance. Cautionary feverity is ever invidious, 
and the rigour of a preventive ineafure, when it is the 
moft fuccefsful, leaves its expediency the Icaft appa¬ 
rent. 

During thefe deliberations, and while we were thus 
engaged in concerting fome plan for our future opera¬ 
tions, a very numerous concourfe of the natives iElI 
kept pofTelTion of the fhore; and fome of them coming 
off in canoes, approached within piflol-Hiot of the fliips, 
and infulted us by various marks of defiance and con¬ 
tempt. It was extremely difficult to reflrain the fcamen 
from the ufe of their arms on thefe occafions; but, as 
pacific mcafurcs had been rcfolved on, the canoes were 
allowed to return unmolcfled. Mr. King was now or¬ 
dered by Captain Clcrke to proceed towards the Ihore 
with the boats of both Ihips, well manned and armed, 
with a view of bringing the iflanders to a parley, and of 
obtaining, if pofliSe, a conference with fome of the 
Frees. If he Ihould fucceed in this attempt, he was to 
demand thedead bodies, and particularly that of Captain 
Cook: to threaten them, in cafe of a refufal, with our 
refentment; but by no means to fire, unlefs attacked; 
and nor to go afhore on any account whatever. Thefe 
inflrudions" were delivered to Mr. King before the 
whole party, in the moft pofitive manner; in confe- 
qiicnce of which, he and his detachment left the fliips 
about four o’clock in the afternoon; and as they ap¬ 
proached the fliore, they perceived every indication of 
a hoflile reception. The natives were all in motion, the 
women and children retiring; the men arming them- 
fclves with long fpears and daggers, and putting on 
their war mats. It alfo appeared, thatflnee the morn¬ 
ing they had thrown up breaft-works of flone along the 
beach, where Captain Cook had landed ; in cxpedlation, 
perhaps, of an attack at that place. \\^hen our party 
were within reach, the iflanders began to throw flones 
at them with flings, but w’ithout doing any mifehief. 
Mr. King concluded from thefe appearances, that all at¬ 
tempts to bring them to a parley would be inefledual, 
unlefs he gave them fome ground for mutual confi¬ 
dence; he therefore ordered the armed boats to flop, 
and advanced alone in the fmall boat, holding in his 
hand a white flag; the meaning of w'hich, from an uni- 
vcrfal fhout of joy from the natives, he had the fatisfac- 
tion to find was immediately underftood. The women 
inllantly returned from the fide of the hill, whither they 
had retired; the men threw off their mats, and all feated 
themfelvcs together by the feaTide, extending their 
arms, and inviting Mr. King to land. 

Notwithflanding fuch behaviour feemed expreflive 
of a friendly difpofition, Mr. King could not avoid en¬ 
tertaining fufpicions of its lincerity. But when he fliw 
Koah, with extraordinary boldnefs and alfurance, fwim- 
ming off towards the boat, with a white flag in his 
hand, he thought proper to return this mark of confi¬ 
dence, and accordingly received him into the boat, 
though he was armed; a circumflancc which did not 
contribute to lelfcn Mr. King's fufpicions. He had in¬ 
deed long harboured an unfavourable opinion of Koah. 
The priefts had always reprefented him as a perfon of a 
malicious temper, and no friend to us; and the repeated 
detedlions of his fraud and treachery, had convinced 
us of the truth of their aflertions. Betides the melan¬ 
choly tranfadiions of the morning, in which he was feen 
performing a principal part, infpired Mr. King with 
the utmoft horror at finding himfelf fo near him; and 
as he approached him with feigned tears, and embraced 
him, Mr. King was fo diflruflful of his intentions, that 
he took hold of the point of the pahooa, which the 
chief held in his hand, and turned it from him. He in¬ 
formed the iflander that he had come to demand the 
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body of Captain Cook, and to declare war againfl the 
natives, unlefs it was reflored without delay. Koah af- 
fured him that this Ihould be done as foon as pofllble, 
and that he would go himfelf for that purpofe; and af¬ 
ter requefling a piece of iron of Mr. King, with marks 
of great afTurance, he leaped into the water, and fwam 
afhore, calling out to his countrymen, that we were all 
friends again. Our people waited with grciit anxiety 
near an hour for his return. During this interval, the 
other boats had approached fo near the fliore, that the 
men who were in them entered into converfation with 
a party of the iflanders, at a little diflancc; by whom 
they were informed, that the Captain's body had been 
cut to pieces, and carried up the country ; but of this 
circumflancc Mr. King was not apprized till his return 
to the fliips. He therefore now began toexprefs fome 
degree of impatience at Koah’s delay; upon which the 
chiefs preffed him exceedingly to land ; alluring him, 
that if he would go in perfon to Tcrrccoboo, the body 
would be. undoubtedly reflored to him. When they 
found they could not prevail on Mr. King to go afhore, 
they endeavoured, on pretence of converfing with him 
with greater cafe, to decoy his boat among fome rocks, 
where they might have had it in their power to feparate 
him from the other boats. It was eafy to fee through 
thefe artifices, and he was therefore very deflrous ot 
breaking off' all communication with them; when a 
chief approached, wl.o had particularly attached him- 
feif to Captain Clcrke, and the ofiiccrs of the Difeo- 
very, on board which fliip he havi failed, when vve.laft 
quitted the bay, intending to take his pafTage to the 
ifland of Mowee. He faid he came from Tcrrccoboo, 
to acquaint our people that the body was carried up the 
country, but that it Ihould be brought back the follow¬ 
ing morning. There appeared much fincerity in his 
manner; and being afked, if he uttered a falfliood, he 
hooked together his two fore fingers,- which is here un¬ 
derflood as the fign of veracity, in the ufe of which 
thefe iflanders are very fcrupulous. Being now at a lofs 
how to proceed, Mr. King fent Mr. Vancouver to in¬ 
form Captain Clerke of all that had pafTed; that it was 
his opinion, the natives did not intend to keep their 
word with us; and, far from being grieved at what had 
happened, were on the contrary infpired with great con¬ 
fidence on account of their late fuccefs, and fought only 
to gain tirhe, till they could plan fome feheme for get¬ 
ting our people into their power. Mr. Vancouver came 
back with orders for Mr. King to return on board, after 
giving the iflanders to underhand, that if the body was 
not reflored the next morning, the town fliould be dc- 
flroyed. No fooncr did they perceive our party retiring, 
than they endeavoured to provoke them by the moft 
contemptuous and infulting gefturcs. Several of our 
people faid, they could diftinguilh fome of the natives 
parading about in the cloaths which had belonged to 
our unhappy countrymen, and among them, an Eree 
brand idling Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman hold¬ 
ing the fcabbard. In confcquence of Mr. King’s re¬ 
port to Capt^n Clerke, of what he fuppofed to be the 
prefent temper and difpofition of the inhabitants, the 
moft effcdlual methods were taken to guard againfl any 
attack they might make during the night. The boats 
were moored with top-chains; additional fentinels were 
ftationed in each of our fliips; and guard-boats were 
direded to row round them, in order to prevent the 
iflanders from cutting the cables. During the night, 
we faw' a vafl number of lights on the hills, which in¬ 
duced fome of us to imagine, that they w'ere removing 
their efteds farther up into the country, in confequcnce 
of our menaces. But it feems more probable, that they 
were kindled at the facrifices that were performing on 
account of the war, in which they fuppofed thcmfclves 
likely to be engaged; and, perhaps the bodies of our 
flain countrymen were at that time burning. We af¬ 
terwards obferved fires of the fame kind, as we pafled 
the ifland of Morotoi; and which, according to the in¬ 
formation we received from fome of the natives then on 
board, were made on account of a war they had declared 
againfl a neighbouring ifland. This agrees with what 
we learned among the Friendly and Society Ifles, that, 
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vious to any hollile expedition, the chiefs always en¬ 
deavoured to animate the courage of the people, by 
fcarts and rejoicings in the night. We palfed the night 
without any diflurbance, except from the bowlings and 
lamentations which were heard on (liore. 

On Monday the 15th, early in the morning, Koah 
camera I ong-fidc the Refolution, with a fmall pig and 
fome cloth, which he defired permiflion to prefent to 
Mr. King, Wc have already mentionedi that this offi¬ 
cer was fuppofed by the i Handers to be the fon of Cap¬ 
tain Cook; and as the latter had always fulfered them 
to believe it, Mr. King was probably confidcred as the 
chief after his death. As foon as he came on deck, he 
interrogated Koah with regard to the body; and, on his 
returning evafive anfvvers, refufed to accept his prefents; 
and was on the point of difmiffing him w ith expreffions 
of anger and refentment, had not Captain Ckrke, with 
a view of keeping up the appearance of fricndlbip, 
judged it more proper that he Hiould be treated with 
the cuHomary refpeit. This artful pried came frequently 
to us in the courfe of the morning, with fomc triHing 
prefent or other; and as wc always obferved him eye¬ 
ing every part of the Ihip with a great degree ot atten¬ 
tion, we took care he fhould fee wc were well prepared 
for our defence. He was extremely urgent both w ith 
Captain Clcrkc and Mr. King to go on Ihore, imputing 
the detention of the bodies to the other chiefs, and al- 
furing thofe gentlemen, that every thing might be ad- 
jultcd to their fatisfaiftion, by a peiTonal interview with 
the king. However, they did not think it prudent to 
comply with Koah’s requed; and indeed a la6l came 
afterwards to their knowledge, which proved his want 
of veracity. For, they w ere informed, that immediately 
after the adion in which Captain Cook had lod his lile, 
Terrecoboo had retired to a cave in the deep part of the 
mountain that hangs over the bay, which was acceffible 
only by means of ropes, and where he continued lor fe- 
veral days, having his provifions let down to him by 
cords. Alter the departure of Koah from the ihips, we 
obferved that his countrymen w'ho had aircmbied by 
day-break, in vaft crowds on thc -Hiorc, Hocked around 
him with great eagernefs on his landing, as if they 
wiflicd to learn the intelligence he had gained, and w'hac 
deps were to be taken in confcqucnce of it. It is highly 
probable, that they cxpc< 5 ted w'e Hiould attempt to put 
our threats in execution; and they appeared fully de¬ 
termined to.dand their ground. During the whole 
morning, we heard conchs blowing in various parts ol 
the coad; large parties were perceived marching over 
the hills; and, upon the whole, appearances were fo a- 
larming, that we carried out a dream anchor, for the 
purpofe of hauling the fliip abroad of the town, in cafe 
of an attack; and boats were dationed oH* the northern ^ 
point of the bay, in order to prevent a furprize from the 
natives in that quarter. Their warlike podurc at pre¬ 
fent, and the breach of their engagement to redore the 
bodies of the Hain, occalioned frelh debates among uS 
concerning the meafures which fhould now be purfued. 
It was at length determined, that nothing fhould be per¬ 
mitted to interfere with the repair of the Refolucion’s 
mad, and the preparations for our departure; but that 
we diould neverthelefs continue our ncgociations for 
the redoration of the bodies of our countrymen. The 
greater part of this day was employed in getting the 
fore-mad into a proper lituation on deck, that the car¬ 
penters might w^ork upon it; and alfo in making the rc- 
quifitc alterations in the commiffions of the officers. 
'The chief command of the expedition having devolved 
on Captain Clerkc, he removed on board the Refolu- 
tion, promoted Lieutenant Gore to the rank of Cap¬ 
tain of the Uifeovery, appointed Mclfrs. King and 
Williamfon fird and fccond Lieutenants of the Refolu¬ 
tion, and nominated Mr. Harvey, a Middiipman, who 
had accompanied Captain Cook during his two lad 
voyages, to fill the vacant lieutenancy. During the 
whole day, we/udained no interruption from the iHan- 
ders: and in the evening, the launch W'as moored with 
a top-chain, and guard-boats dationed round each of 
the Hiips as before. About eight o'clock, it being ex¬ 
ceedingly dark,"Nve heard a canoe j^addling towards the 
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Ihip; and it was no fooncr perceived, than both the fen- 
tinels on deck fired into it. There were two of the na¬ 
tives in this canoe, who immediately roared out " Tin- 
“ nee,” (which was their method of pronouncing Mr. 
King’s name), and faid they were friends, and had fomc- 
thing with them which belonged to Captain Cook. 
When they came on board, they threw ihcmfelvcs at 
the feet of our officers, and feemed to be extremely ter¬ 
rified. It fortunately happened that neither of them 
was hurt, notw ithflanding the balls of both pieces had 
gone through the canoe. One of thefe w^as the perfon 
W'ho has been already mentioned under the appellation 
of the taboo man, who confianily attended Captain 
Cook with the particular ceremonies wc have before 
deferibed ; and who, though a man of dillindion in the 
illand, could fcarccly be prevented from performing for 
him the moH: humiliating offices of a menial fervant. 
After bewailing, with many tears, the lofs of the Orono, 
he informed us that he had brought a part of his body. 
He then gave us a fmall bundle w hich he brought under 
his arm; and it is impollible to dclcribc. the horror with 
which we were feized, upon finding in it a piece of hu¬ 
man ficHi of the weight of about nine or ten pounds. 
1 his, he faid, was ail that now remained of the body; 
that the reft had been cut in pieces, and burnt; but 
that the head, and all the bones, except thofe which be¬ 
longed to the trunk, were in the poficffion of lerreco- 
boo and the other chiefs; that what wc faw had been 
allotted toKaoo, the chief of the pricHs, for the purpofe 
of being ufed in fome religious ceremony; and that he 
had fent it as a teftimony of his innocence, and of his 
attachment to us. We had now an opportunity of learn¬ 
ing whether they were cannibals; and we did not neglect 
to avail ouiTelves of it. We lirft endeavoured, by fc- 
vcral indirect qucHions, put to each of them apart, to 
gain information rerpediing the manner in which the 
other bodies had been treated and difpofedof; and find¬ 
ing them very conftant in one account, that after the 
ficHi had been cut oiT, the wdiole of it w'as burnt; we at 
laftput the direct qucHion, whether they had not fed on 
fome of it; they immediately teftified as much horror 
at fuch an idea, as any European would have done; and 
alkcd, whether that was the pradice among us. They 
afterwards alked us, with great carncHnefs, and with an 
appearance of apprchcnlion, when the Orono would 
come again ? and how he would treat them on his re¬ 
turn ? the fame enquiry was often made in the fequel 
by others; and this idea is confillcnt with the general 
tenour of their conduct towards him, which indicated 
that they confidercd him as a being oT-a fuperior fpccies. 
Wc prelfcd our two friendly vifitants to continue on 
board till the next morning, but w-ecould not prevail upon 
them. 'They informed us, that if this tranfadlion Hiould 
come to the knowledge of the king, or any of the other 
Erees, it might be attended with the moft fatal confe- 
qiiences to their whole focicty ; to prevent which, they 
had been under the necefficy of coming to us in the 
dark; and the fame precaution, they faid, would bere- 
quifitc in returning on Hiorc. They further told us, that 
the chiefs were eager to take revenge on us for the death 
of their countrymen; and particulaiiy cautioned us a- 
gainfl: truftingKoah, who, they affiired us, was our im¬ 
placable enemy; and ardently longed for an opportunity 
of fighting us, to which thcblowingof the conchs ihatw'c 
had heard in the morning, was intended as a challenge. 
It likewife appeared from the information of thefe men, 
that feventeen of their countrj nicn were Hain in the firft 
aiftion, at the village of KowTowa, five of w'hom \yere 
chiefs; and that Kancena and his brother, our particu¬ 
lar friends, were of that number. Eight, they faid, had 
loft their lives at the obfervatory; three of whom likc- 
wifew'cre perfon.s of the firft diftin(ft:ion. At eleven o’clock, 
the two natives left us, and took the precaution to defire 
that one of our guard-boats might attend them, till they 
had pafTcd the Difeovery, left they ftiould again be fired 
upon, which, by alarming their countrymen on 
might expofe them to the danger of decetftion. 
requeft was readily complied with, and we had the fa- 
tisfadion to find, that they i-eachcd the land fafe and 
undifeovered. During the remainder of this night, wc 

heard 




















































































COOK'S THIRD arid LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 593 


heard the fame loud lamentations, as irt the preceding | 
Early the following morning, we received a vilit 
from Koah. Mr. King was piqued at finding, that not- 
withftanding the mofi glaring marks of treachery in his 
conducl:, and the pofitive declaration of our friends the 
riefis, he (liould dill be fiitfercd to carry on the fame 
f^rcc, and to make us at lead appear the dupes of his hy- 
pocrify. Our fituationwas indc^ become extremely awk¬ 
ward and unpromifmg; none of the purpofesfor which 
this pacific plan of proceedings had been adopted, hav¬ 
ing hitherto been in any refpc(fl: promoted by it. No 
fatisfadlory anfwer had been given to our demands; we 
did not feem to have made any progrefs towards a re¬ 
conciliation with the natives; they dill remained on the 
fhorc in hodile podures, as if determined to oppofe any 
endeavours we might make to go albore; and yet it was 
become abfolutcly nccelTary to attempt landing, as the 
completing our ftock of water would not admit of any 
longer delay. How’ever, in judicc to the conducl of 
Captain Clerke, we mud remark, that it was highly 
probable, from the great numbers of the iflanders, and 
from the refblution with which they feemed to expedt 
our approach, that an attack could not have been made 
without danger; and that the lofs of even a very few 
men might have been feverely felt by us, during the re¬ 
mainder of our voyage: whereas the delaying to put our 
menaces into execution, though, on the one hand, it di- 
mini'dicd their opinion of our valour, had the ededl of 
occafioning them to difperfeon the other. For this day, 
about 12 o'clock, upon finding that we perfided in our 
inadlivicy, great bodies of them, after blowing tbeir 
conchs, and ufing every method of defiance, marched off, 
over the hills, and never made their appearance after¬ 
wards. Thofe, however, whri remained, were not the 
Icfs daring and prefumptuous. One of them had the 
infolence to come within mufquet-fhot a-hcad of the 
Refolution, and after throwing feveral doncs at us, 
waved over his head the hat which had belonged to 
Captain Copk, while his countrymen adiore were exult¬ 
ing and. encouraging his audacity. Our people were 
highly enraged at this infult, and, coming in a body on 
the quarter-deck, begged they might no longer be o- 
bliged to put up with fuch reiterated provocations, and 
requeded Mr. King to endeavour to obtain permilfion 
for them, from Captain Clerke^ to take advantage of the 
fird fair occafion of avenging the death of their much 
lamented Commander. On Mr. King’s acquainting the 
Captain with what was paffing, he ordered fome great 
guns to be fired at the iflanders on fliore; and promifed 
the crew, that, if they fliould be moleded at the water¬ 
ing-place, the next day, they fliould then be permitted 
to chadife them. Before wc could bring our guns to 
bear, the natives had fufpeded our intentions, from the 
budle and agitation they obferved in the fhip; and had 
retired behind their houfes and walls. We were con- 
fequently obliged to fire, in fomc degree, at random; 
notwichdanding which, our fhot produced all the ef¬ 
fects we could defire: for, in a fliort time afterwards, 
wc perceived Koah paddling towards us, w'irh the 
greaa*d hade; and when he arrived, we learned that 
fome people had lod their lives, and among the red 
Maiha-maiha, a principal Erec, nearly related to Tcr- 
rceoboo. Not long after Koah’s arrival, two boys fwam 
off from the Morai towards our vclTels, each armed with 
a long fpear; and after they had approached pretty 
near, they began in a very folemn manner to chant a 
foncr*; the fubjaftof which, from their frequently men¬ 
tioning the word Orono, and pointing to the village 
where Captain Cook had been flain, w^e concluded to 
be the late calamitous occurrence. Having fung for 
near a quarter of an hour in a plaintive drain, during 
all which time they continued in the water, they re¬ 
paired on board the Difeovery, and delivered up their 
fpears; and after remaining there a diort time, re¬ 
turned on fhore. We could never learn ivho (ent them, 
or w'hat was the objedl of this ceremony. During the 
nighi, we took the ufual precautions for the fccurity of 
the fliips; and, as foon as it was dark, the two natives, 
who had vifited us the preceding evening, came off to 
us again. They alfured us, that though the effects of 
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our great guns this afternoon, had grptly alarmed the 

chiefs, they had by no means rclinquilhed their houile 
intentions, and they advifed us to be on our guard. 

On Wednefday, the 17th, the boats of both fliips were 
difparched afliore to procure water; and the Difeovery 
was warped clofe to the beach, in order to protec^l: the 
perfons employed in that fervice. We foon found that 
the intelligence which had been fent us by the priefts, 
w'as not deflitute of foundation, and that the iflanders 
w'ere determined to negled no opportunity ot annoying 
us, when it could be done without much hazard. The 
villages, throughout this whole cluflerot iflaiids, a re, for 
the mofl: part, fituated near the fea; and the adjacent 
ground is cnclofcd with Itonc walls, of the height of 
about three feet. Thefc, we at firff fuppofed, were dc- 
figncd for the divifion of property; but we now difeo- 
vered that they ferved for a defence againff invalion, 
for which purpofc they were, perhaps, chiefly intended. 
They conlift of loofc floncs, and the natives are very 
dexterous in Ihifting them, with great qiiicknefs, to 
fuch particular fituations, as the diredlion of the attack 
may occafionally. require. In the lidcs of the moun¬ 
tain that Hands near the bay, they have likewife h^lcs, 
or caves, of confiderable depth, whofc entrance is fe- 
cured by a fence of a fimilar kind. From behind both 
thefe ftations, the iflanders perpetually harraffed our 
watering party with ftoncs; nor could the inconfiderable 
force we had on fhorc, with the advantage of niufquets, 
compel them to retreat. Thqs oppofed, our people 
were fo occupied in attending to their own fafety, that, 
during the whole forenoon* they filled only one ton ot 
water. It being therefore impoflible for them to per¬ 
form this fervice, till their affailancs were driven to a 
greater diftance, the Difeovery was ordered to diflodge 
the enemy with her great guns; which being acqom- 
pliflied by means of a few difeharges, the men. landed 
without moleftation. The natives, however, made their 
appearance again foon afterwards, in their ufual method 
of attack; and it was now deemed abfolutcly neceflary 
to burn down fome flraggling huts, near the wall be¬ 
hind which they had flieicercd thcmfelves. In executing 
the orders that were given for that purpofc, our people 
were hurried into ads of uiineccffary devaftation and 
cruelty. Some allowance ought certainly to be made for 
their refentment of the repeated infults, and contemptu¬ 
ous behaviour of the iflanders, and for their natural de- 
lire of revenging the death of their beloved and re- 
fpeded Commander. But, at the fame time, their con- 
dud ftrongly evinced, that the greateft precaution is re- 
quifite in ti'ufting, even fora moment, thedilcrctionary 
ufe of arms in the hands of private foldiers, or feamcn, 
on fuch occafions. The ftridnefs of difeipline,and the 
habits of obedience, by which their force is kept di- 
reded to fuitable objeds, lead them to conceive, that 
whenever they have the power, they have likcwile a 
right to perform. Adual difobedience being almofl the 
only crime for which they exped to receive punifb- 
ment, they are apt to confidcr it as the fble mcafure of 
right and wrong; and hence they are too ready to con¬ 
clude, that what they can do with impunity, they may 
alfo do confiftently with honour and juflice; fq that the 
feelings of humanity, and that generotity towards an un- 
refifting enemy, which, at other times, is a ffrikmg 
diflindion of brave men, becopie but feeble reftraints 
to the exercife of violence, when fee in oppofition tq 
the dcfirc they naturally have of fliewing their own 
power and independence. 

Wc have before obferved, that dircdiqns had been 
given to burn only a few ftraggling houfes, which af¬ 
forded flicker to the iflanders. We were therefore 
greatly furprized on perceiving the whole village in 
flames; and before a boat, that w'as fent to Hop the 
progrefs of the mifehief, could reach the land, the ha¬ 
bitations of our old and conflant friends, the priefls, 
were all on fire. Mr. King had, therefore', great reafon 
to lament the illnefs that confined him on board this 
day. The priefls had alw^ays been under his protedion; 
and, unfortunately, the officers then on duty having fel- 
dom been on fliore at the Moral, were but little ac¬ 
quainted with the circumflances qf the place. Had he 
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been pfcfent himfdf, he might, in all probability, have 
been the tlrcans of preferving their little fociety from 
deft ruction.' In cfcaping ftom the flames, feveraP of 
the inhabitants were ftiot; and our people cut off the 
heads of two of them, and brought them on board. 
The fate of one unhappy native was much lamented by 
all of us. As he was repairing to the well for water, he 
was ftiot at by one of the mafrines. The ball happened 
to ftrike his calibaih, which he linftantly threw from 
him, and ran oft'. He was puriued into one of the 
Caves above-mentioned, and no lion could have de¬ 
fended Iris den with greater bravery and fierccnefs* till 
at length, after he had found means to keep two of our 
people at bay for a confiderabie time, he expired, co¬ 
vered with wounds. I'his accident -firfl: brought us 
acquainted with the ofe to which thefc caverns arc ap¬ 
plied. About this time a man, advanccd'in ye'ar^, was 
taken prifoner, bound, and conveyed on board the Rc- 
folution, in the fame boat,-with the licads-of his two 
contrymen. We never obferved horror fo flrongly por¬ 
trayed, as in the face of this peiTon,'rtor fo violent a 
tranfleion to immoderate joy, as when’he was* untied', 
and given to underhand, that he livight depart in fafety. 
He ftiewcd UK that h’e Was nor deficient in gratitude, as 
he not only often returned afterwards with prefents of 
provifions, but alfo did us other fcrvices. 

Soon after the deftru^fion of the village, %vc faw’, 
coming down the hill, a min, accompanied by fifteen of 
twenty boys, who held mithei-f hands pieces of \rlviDe 
cloth^ plantainsj green boughs, ^Cv It happened that 
this pacific embafly, as foon as they were within reach, 
recived the fire Of a party Of our' mefi’. 'This, !howcvcr, 
did not deter them from continuing their j>roceffion; , 
and the officer on diity caftiC up,-in'time, to prevent a 
fecond difeharge. As they made a nearer approachy 
the principal perfon proved'to bcou’rfriendiKaireekceai 
who had fled when our people firff fet fife to the vil¬ 
lage, and had now returned, and exprefled his defirc of 
being fenton board the Refolution. On his arrival we 
found him extremely thoughtful’and grave. We en.^ 
deavoured to convince him of the necefficy'chcre w as of 
fetting fire to the village, by whichffiis houfe, and thofc 
of his brethren were unintcmionally deftroyed. • He 
cxpoftulated with us on our ingratitude and want of 
fricndftup; and, indeed, it W'as-'not'till theprcfJmt mo¬ 
ment, that we knew' the whole extent of the injury that 
had been done them. He informed us; that, confiding 
in the promifes Mr. King had made them, and as well 
as in the alTuranees they had received from the men, 
who had brought us fome of Captain Cook’s remains, 
they had not removed their effects back into the coun¬ 
try, as the other inhabitants had done, but had put 
every valuable article of their own, as well as what they 
had colleffed from us, into a houfe adjoining to the 
morai, where they had the mortification toiee it all fet 
on fire by our people. He had, on comuig on board, per¬ 
ceived the heads of his two countrymen lying on deck, 
at which he was greatly fhocked, and earncftly defired 
that they might be thrown over-board. This requeft, 
by the direftions of Captain Clcrke, w’as immediately 
complied with. In the evening our watering party re¬ 
turned on boardj having fuftained no farther incerrup- 
tion. We pafted a diSgreeable night; the cries and 
lamentations we heard from the ftiore being far more 
dreadful than ever. Our only confolation on this oc- ' 
cafion, arofe from the hopes that a repetition of fuch 
feverities might not be rcquifite in future. It is fome- 
what remarkable, that, amidft all thefe difturbanccs, 
the female natives, who were on board, did not offer to 
leave us, or difeover any apprehenfions cither for them- 
fclvcs or their friends on Ihore. They appeared, in¬ 
deed, fo perfciftly imcGncerncd, that fome ofthem, who 
w'ere on dCck when the village w^as in flames, feemed to 
admire the fpeffaclc, and frequently exclaimed, that it 
was maitai, or very fine. 

On Thurfday, the 18th, in the morning, the treache¬ 
rous Koah came off to the ftiips, as<ufual. There being 
no longer any ncceffity for keeping terms with him, Mr. 
King was allowed to treat him as he thought proper. 
When he approached the fiile of the RefoiutioD, ftng- 


ing a fong, and offering- a hog, and fome plantains, to 
. Mr. King, the latter, ordered him to keep off,, and cau 
tioned him-never ro.wake his appearance again with- 
I out the bones of .Captain Cook, left his life Ihould pay 
■ the forfeit of his repeated breach of faith. He did not 
j appear much mortified with this unwelcome reception 
but immediately returned on fliore, and joined a party 
of his countrymen; who were throwing ftones at our 
waterers. Thp body of the young man, .whohad beep 
kilRd^^thc preceding.day, was found this morning lying 
at the entrance of the cave? and a mat was thrown 
over him by fome of our people; foon after which they 
faw fevcral of the natives carrying him olF on their 
fhouldcrs, and could ,hcgr them .chanting, as they 
marched, a mournful long. At length the ifl.mders be¬ 
ing cbnvirtccd that it vyas not the want of ability to 
chaftize them, which had induced us at firft: to tole¬ 
rate their provocations, defifted fit)m molefting our 
pcopJe;t and* to-wardS' the evening, a chief, named 
Eappo, who had feldom vifired us, but whom wc knew 
to bca.man of the: firfl: diftincHon,-. came with prefents 
from Terreeoboa to (lie for peace. Thefe prefL-nts were 
accepted, and the chief was difmiJlcd with the follow¬ 
ing anfwcr: That no peace would be granted,-till the 
remains of Captairi Cook fhould be reftored. From 
Eappo we underftoodthat the flefti of all the bones of 
our .people who had been -ftain, as well as- the bones of 
the trunkfei had bcCn burnt; that :i;hc-:liii)b-boiies of 
.the marinesihad been'(Hftributyd aniong tfie inferior 
chiefs;, andthqt thcirduaius of: Captain Cook had been 
difpofed of as follows: the head to a great Eree, called 
KaHooopeoti; thchdir to Maiha-mail'ia;.and the arms, 
legSj^and thighs,, to Tcrreeoboio. After it was dark, 
many .of the rjkuvQS caTTTe^fl' with various fqrts of ve¬ 
getables; .and wc akfb received froro Kaircckccq tvio 
large pteferics. of the fiimo articles. / * 

.On the’19th f«'e. wkre principally employed in fend- 
ing.and receiving , the meflkges. that paffed between 
CaptainClcrkcand titc old king. Eappo was very ur¬ 
gent, that qneiol'our officers fliould go -on fliorc; and 
ofl'eredto uefnain on board, in the mean time, as an 
holbagci . This rj^queft, however. Was, not complied 
with,;,' and he.left us with a ipromife of bringing the 
bones the following day. Our watering party, at the 
beach,- did-not mefct with the Icafl: oppolition from the 
iflandcrs,; who notvvithftanding oiu* cautious behaviour, 
again vimtaii|cd thcmrdl.vcs'among us without any marks 
of diffidence or apprehenfion. On Saturday the 20th, 
early in.thie.mocning, we had thefatisfuftion of getting 
the forc-maft: ftepped. This operation was attended 
with confiderabie difficulty, and fome danger, our ropes 
being fo extremely rotten, that the purchafe fcveral 
times gave way. Between the hours Of ten and eleven, 
we faw a numerous body of the natives defeending the 
hill, which is over the beach, in a fort of proceffion, 
each man carrying on his fhouldcrs tvvoor three fugar- 
canes, and I'ome bread-fruit, plantains, and taro, in 
his hand. They were preceded by two drummers, 
who, when they reached the w'atcr-fide, feated them- 
fclvcs by a white flag, and began beating their drums, 
while thofe who had followed them, advanced, one by 
one, and depofited the prefents they had brought with 
them; after which they retired in the fame order. Soon 
afterwards Eappo appeared in his long feathered cloak, 
bearing fomething with great folcmnity in his hands; 
and having ftationed himfelf on a rock, he made figns 
that a boat fliould be fent him. Captain Clerkc, fup- 
pofing that the chief had brought the bones of our late 
Commodore (w'hich, indeed, proved to be the cafe)* 
went himfelf in the pinnace to receive them, and or¬ 
dered Mr. King to attend him in the cutter. When 
they arrived at the beach, Eappo, entering the pinnace, 
delivered the bones to Captain Clerke, wrapped up in 
a great quantity of fine new cloth, and covered w ith a 
fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. He after¬ 
wards attended our gentlemen to the Refolution, but 
could not be prevailed on to accompany them on board; 
being, perhaps, from a fenfe of decency, unwilling to 
be prefent at the opening of the parcel. In ‘^his 
found both the hands of Captain Cook entire, w'hicn 
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were well known to us from a fear on one of them, 
that divided .the fore-finger from the thumb, the whole 
length of the metacarpal bone; the flvull, but with the 
fcalp feparated from it, and the bones of the face want¬ 
ing • the fcalp, with the cars adhering to it, and the hair 
upon it cut fliort; the bones of both the arms, with the 
ikin of the fore-arms hanging to them; the bones of 
the thighs and legs joined together, but without the 
feet. The ligaments of the joints were obferved to be 
entire; and the whole (hewed fufficient marks of hav¬ 
ing been in the fire, except the hands, which had the 
flefli remaining upon them, and were cut in feveral 
places, and crammed with fait, mod probably with a 
view of preferving them. The fIcuU was free from any 
fradhire, but the fcalp had a cut in the back part of it. 
The lower jaw and feet, which were, wanting, had been 
feited, as Eappo informed us, by difterent Erccs; and 
he alfo told us, that Terreeoboo was uling every means 
to recover them. 

The next morning, being the aid of rebruary, 
Eappo, and the king’s fon, came on board, and brought 
with them not only the remaining bones of Captain 
Cook, but likewife the barrels of his gun, his (liocs. 


and fome other trifles which had belonged to him- 
Eappo alTurcd us, that Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha, and 
himfelf were extremely defirous of peace; that they 
had given us the mod convincing proofs of it; and 
that they had been prevented from giving 
the other chiefs, many of whom were dill difattected 
to us. He lamented;, with the mod lively forrhw, the 
death of dx chiefs, who had been killed by our people; 
fome of whom, he faid, were among our bed tnends* 
He informed us,, that the cutter had been taken away by 
Parcca’s people, probably in revenge for the blow that 
he had received; and that it had been broken up 
lowing day. The arms of the marines, which we had 
alfo demanded, had been carried off, he faid, by the po¬ 
pulace and w^erc irrecoverable. i i n. r 

Nothing now remained, but to perform the lal lo- 
lemn offices to our excellent Commander. Eappo was 
difmiired with orders to taboo all the bay; and, m the 
afternoon, his remains having been depodted ma cotiin, 
the funeral fcrvice w^as read over them, and they were 
committed to the deep with the ufual military honours. 
Our feelings, on this mournful occadon, are more caly 
to be conceived than exprefled. 


CHAP. XVI. 

anchor tn l'iymoa hay — i he natives notjo jntnai} iyiTdpmp at the water fide—Are fired at by 

—Treat our people wM conletupi—Steal Chiefe—theJhips anchor of Onecheow—Their depar- 

two marms-Oneof them slldwich ItlaLs—Extent of cLhyhee, thelargefi of the whole group— 

Hire—A correU, copious, and complete account of S J . f r iilJids—A particular and full account of 

of jealoiify-^Fiuierat ceremonies at the death oj an old Chief y &c. 

O N the 22nd of February, 1779, during the morn- • 
ing, not a canoe came near the bay, the taboo, 
which Eappo, at our requeft, had laid on it the 
preceding day, having not yet been taken off. At length 
that chief came on board; when we aflured him that 
we were now perfedlly fatisfted; and that, as the Orono 
was buried, all remembrance of the late unhappy 
adions was buried with him. We afterwards requelted 
him to take off the taboo, and to make it known, that 
the iOanders might bring provifions to us as ulual. 

The fltips were foon furrounded with canoes, and many 
of the Erees came on board, expreffing their gnet at 
what had happened, and their fatisfadion at our recon¬ 
ciliation. Several of our friends, who did not favoui 
us withavifit, fent prefents of large hogs, and other 
provifions. Among the reft, the old treacherous Koah 
came off to us, but we refufed him admittance. We 
were now preparing to put to fea, and Captain er 
imagining, that, if the intelligence of our proceedings 
fhould reach the iflands to leeward before us it might 
have a bad elfea, gave orders, that the Hups flrou'o be 
unmoored. About eight in the evening, we d>‘m'‘>^ 
all the natives; and Eappo, and the fnendly Kaireekeea, 
took their leave of us in a very aftaionate manner. 

We immediately weighed anchor, and flood out ot Ka- 
rakakooa bay. The iflanders were ^embled in great 
numbers on the fltore; and, as we palled along, received 
our laft farcwels, with every mark ot good-will and at- 
feCtion. About ten o’clock P. M. having cleared the 
land, we flood to the northward, with a view of fearch- 
ing for an harbour, which the natives had-often men¬ 
tioned. on the fouth-eafl fide of Mowee. We found 
ourfelvcs, the next morning, driven to leeward, by a 
fwell from the N. E. and a frefli gale, from the fame 
quarter, drove us flill farther to the weflward. At 
midnight wc tacked and flood tour hours to the S. to 


keep clear of the land ; and, at day-break, on the 24th, 
we were {landing towards a fmall barren ifland, named 
Tahoorowa, about feven miles S.W. of Mowee. Hav¬ 
ing now no prorpedt of making a clofer examination o 
thcS.E. parts of’Mowee, wc bore away, and kept 
along the S. E. fide of Tahoorowa; Steering cl^e 
round its weflcrn extremity, in order to fetch the W. 
fide of Mowee, we fuddenly flioaled our water, and 
faw the fea breaking on fome rocks almoft right 
We then kept away about a league and a half, and 
again fleered to the northward; when we Hood for a 
palTage between Mowee, and an ifland named Ranai. 
In the afternoon, the weather was calm, with light airs 
from the W. We flood to the N. N. W. but obferv- 
ing a flioal about funfet, and the weather bemg unfet¬ 
tled, we flood towards the S. We had paued the ^ 
W. fide of this ifland, without being able to approa^ 
the fliore. It forms the fame diflanc view as the N. E. 
as feen when we returned from the N. in November, 
1778; the hilly parts, conncdled by a low flat iflhmus, 
having, at the firfl view, the appearance of two feparate 
iflands. This deceptive appearance continued, till we 
were within about ten leagues of the coafl, which bend- 
ing a great way inward, formed a capacious bay. The 
weflcrnmoft point, ofl which the flioal runs that we have 
jufl now mentioned, is rendered remarkable by a fmall 
hillock; S. of which is a fine fandy bay; and, on the 
fliore, are feveral huts, with plenty of cocoa-trees about 
them. In thccourfe of the day, feveral of the natives 
vifited us, and brought provifions with them. We pre- 
fently difeovered, that they had heard of our unfortu¬ 
nate difaflers at Owhyhee. They were extremely anx¬ 
ious to be informed of the particulars, from a woman 
who had hid herfelf in the Refolution, in order to ob¬ 
tain a paflage to Atooi; making particular enquiries 
about Parcea.and fome other chiefs j and feeming much 
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agitated at the death of Kancena, and his brother. 

But, in whatever light this bufinefs might have been 
reprefented by the woman, it produced no bad effed in 
tlicir behaviour, which was civil and obliging to an ex¬ 
treme. 

On Thnrfday, the 2-5Th, in the morning, the wind be¬ 
ing at E. we ftcered along the S. fide of Kanai, till al- 
molt noon, when we had baffling winds and calms till 
the evening; after which, we had a light calledy breeze, 
and (leered for the W. of Morotoi. The current, 
which had fet from the N. E. ever lince we left Kara- 
kakooa bay, changed its diraSlion, in the courfc of this 
day, to the S. E. The wind was again variable during 
the night; bur, early in the morning of the 26th, it fet¬ 
tled at E. blowing fo fre(h, as to oblige us to double¬ 
reel the top-(ails. At feven, we opened a fmall bay, 
dillant about two leagues, having a fine fandy beach; 
but not perceiving any appearance of frefli water, we 
endeavoured to get to the windward of Woahoo, an 
iOand which we had fecn in January, 1778. We favv 
the land abour two in the afternoon, bearing W. by N. 
at the diftance of about cigljf leagues. We tacked, as 
fbon as it was dark, and again bore away at day-light 
on the 27th. Between ten and eleven, wc were about 
a league .off the fliorc, and near the middle of the N. 
E. fide of the ifland. 

1 he coart to the northward, confifls of detached^hills, 
afeending perpendicularly from the fea; the (ides being 
covered with wood, and the vallics, between them, ap¬ 
pearing to be fertile, and well cultivated. An exten- 
livc bay was obfcrvablc to the fouthward, bounded, to 
the S. E. by a low' point of land, covered with cocoa- 
nut trees; off which, an infulated rock appeared, at 
the dirtance of a mile from the fhorc. The wind con¬ 
tinuing to blow frefh, we were unwilling to entangle 
ourfclves wdth a lee-fliore. Inftead of attempting, there¬ 
fore, to examine the bay, we hauled up, and (leered in 
the dirc( 5 lion of the coart. At noon, wc were about 
two leagues from the ifland, and a-brcall of the N. 
point of it. It is low and flat, having a reef (Irctching 
off almoft a mile and an half. Between the N. point, 
and a head-land to the S. W. the land bends inward, 
and feemed to promife a good road. We therefore 
(leered along the rtiore, at about a mile dirtance. At 
two, wc w'ere induced, by the fight of a fine river, to 
anchor in thirteen fathoms water. In the afternoon, 
Mr. King attended the two Captains on fliore, where 
few of the natives were to be fecn, and thofe princi¬ 
pally women. The men, we were informed, w'ere gone 
to Morotoi, to fight Tahytcrrec; but their chief, Per- 
recorance, remained behind, and would certainly attend 
us, as foon as he was informed of our arrival. To our 
j^cat difappointment, the water had a brackirti tartc, 
tor about two hundred yards up the river; beyond 
\yhich, however, it was pcrfedlly frefli, and was a de¬ 
lightful rtream. Farther up, wc came to the conflux of 
two fmall rivulets, branching off to the right and left 
of a deep romantic mountain. The banks of the ri¬ 
ver, and all that wc faw of Woahoo, are in fine culti¬ 
vation, and full of villages; the face of the country be¬ 
ing alfo remarkably beautiful and pitflurefque. It 
would have been a laborious bufinefs to have watered at 
this place, Mr. King was therefore difpatched to fcarch 
about the coarfl to leeward; ^but, being unable to land, 
on account of a reef of coral, which extended along 
the lliorc. Captain Clerk rcfolved to proceed immedi¬ 
ately to .\tooi. In the morning, about eight, wew'eighcd 
and flood to the north; and, on Sunday, the 28th, at 
day-light, we bore away for that ifland, and were in 
fight of it by noon. We were off its eartern extremity, 
which is a green flat point, about (un-fet. As it was 
dark, we did not venture to run for the road on the S. 
W. fide, but fpent the night in plying on and oil', and 
anchored, at nine tbe next morning, being Monday 
the irt of March, in 25 fathoms water. In running 
down, from the S. E. point of the ifland, we faw, in 
many places, the appearance of flioal water, at fome 
dillance from thC land. Being anchored in our old 
(lation, feveral canoes came to vifit us; but it was very 
obfcrvable, that there was not that appearance of cor¬ 


diality in their manner, and complacency in rh ' 

countenances, as when we faw them before. 'I’hcv h H 
no fooner got On board, but one of chem informed m 
that wc had communicated a diforder to the women 
which had killed many perfons of both fexes. He 
that time, was afflicted with the venereal dilbafe, and 
minutely dclcribed the various fymptoms which had 
attended it. As no appearance of that diforder had 
becnobferved amongft them, on our firft arrival wc 
were, it is to be feared, the authors of this irreparable 
mifehief. What wc had principally in view, at this 
place, w'as to water the fliips with as much expedition 
•as polTible; and Mr. King was font on (bore in the af¬ 
ternoon, with the launch and pinnace, laden with calks 
He was accompanied by the gunner of the Refoliition* 
who was inilruCled to trade for fomc provilions; and 
they were attended by a guard of five marines. Multi¬ 
tudes of people were colledcd upon the bcaclt, by whom, 
at firrt, wc w’ere kindly received; but, after we had 
landed the calks, they began to be exceedingly trouble- 
fome. Knowing from experience, ’how dillicult a talk 
it was to reprefsthis dirpofidon, without the intcrpoli- 
tionof their chiefs, we were forry to be informed, that 
they were all at adiftant part of the ifland. Indeed, wc 
both felt and lamented the want of their afliflance;* for 
wc could hardly form a circle, as our practice ufually 
was, for the fafety and convenience of the trading party. 
No fooner had we taken this (lep, and polled marines 
to keep olF the populace, than a man took hold of 
the bayonet belonging to one of the foldier’s muf- 
quets, and endeavoured to wrench it forcibly from his 
hand. Mr. King immediately advanced towards 
them, when the native quitted his hold, and retired; 
but immediately returned, having a fpear in one hand* 
and a dagger in the other; and it was with difficulty 
that his countrymen could rcllrain him from engaging 
with the foldier. This affray was occalioned by ch^na- 
tiye's having received, from the foldier, a flight prick 
with his bayonet, to induce him to keep without the 
line. At this time, our fituation required great ma¬ 
nagement and circumfpedion; Mr. King accordingly 
enjoined, that no one fhould prefume to fire, or proceed 
to any other adlof violence, without pofitive commands. 
Having given thefe inftrudions, he was fummoned to 
the alfillance of the watering party, where he found the 
natives in the fame mifehievous difpofition. They had 
peremptorily demanded, for every calk of water, a large 
hatchet; which not being complied with, they would 
not permit the lailors to roll them to the boars. When 
Mr. King had joined them, one of the natives ap¬ 
proached him, with great infolencc, and made the fame 
demand. Mr. King told him, that as a friend, he w'as 
welcome to a hatchet, but he certainly would carry off 
the w-ater, without paying for it; and inllantly ordered 
the pinnace men to proceed; at the fame time calling 
for three marines, from the trading party, to protect 
them. This becoming fpirit fo far fuccccdcd, as to 
prevent any daring attempt to interrupt us; but they 
Hill perfevered in the mod teafing and infulting beha¬ 
viour. Some of them, under pretence of affilting tha 
failors, in rolling the calks towards the fliorc, gave them 
a different diret^rion; others Hole the hats from off our 
people's heads, pulled them backward by the Ikirts of 
their clothes, and tripped up their heels; the populace, 
during all this time, fliouting and laughing*, with a mix¬ 
ture of mockery and malice.' They afterwards took an 
opportunity of ftcaling the cooper’s bucket, and forci¬ 
bly took away his bag. Their principal aim, however, 
was to poffefs themfclves of the mulquets of the ma¬ 
rines, who were continually complaining of their at¬ 
tempts to force them from their hands. Though they, 
in general, preferved a kind of deference and refpea 
for Mr. King, yet they obliged him to contribute his 
(hare towards their (lock of plunder. One of them 
approached him, in a familiar manner, and diverted his 
attention, whilll anotherfeized his hanger, which he held 
carclefsly in his hand, and ran away with it. Such in- 
folcnce was not to be repelled by force. Prudence dic¬ 
tated that we mull patiently fubmit to it; at the fame 
time, guarding agajnff its eff'c<5l8 as well as we were 
4 able. 
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able. Mr. King was, however, fomewhat alarmed, on 
being Toon after informed by the ferjeant of marines, 
that, turning fuddenly round, he favv a man behind 
him' armed with a dagger, in the pofition of ftriking. 
Though he might, perhaps, be miftaken, in this parti¬ 
cular, our fituation was truly critical and alarnaing; and 
the fmalleft error or miftake, on our part, might have 
been of fatal confequcnces. 

Our people being feparated into three fmall parties; 
one filling calks at the lake; another rolling them to the 
fiiorc; and a third purchafing provifions; Mr. King 
had fome intentions of colledting them together, in 
order to protefl the performance of one duty at a time. 
But, on due reflection, he thought it more advifcable to 
let them proceed as they had begun. If a real attack 
had been made, even our whole force could have made 
but a poor refiflance. He thought, on the other hand, 
that fuch a ftep might operate to our difadvantage, as 
being an evident token of our fears . Bcfides, in the 
prefentcafe, the crowd was kept divided, and many of 
them wholly occupied in bartering. Perhaps theprin- 
cipal caufc of their not attacking us was, their dread 
of the efledls of our arms; and, as we appeared to 
place fo much confidence in this advantage, as to op- 
pofe only five marines to fuch a multituae ot people, 
t:.eir ideas of our fuperiority muft have been greatly 
exalted. It was ourbufinefs to chcrilh this opinion; 
and, it muft ever be acknowledged, to the honour of 
the whole party, that it was impoflible for any men to 
behave better, in order to ftrengthen thefe impreflions. 
Whatever could be confidered as a jeft, they received 
with patience and good-nature; but, if they were in¬ 
terrupted by any ferious attempt, they oppofed it with 
refolute looks and menaces. At length, we fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to get all our calks to the fca-fide, without 
any accident of confequence: but, while our people 
were getting the calks into the launch, the inhabitants, 
thinking they fliould have no farther opportunity of 
plundering, grew more daring and infolent. The fer¬ 
jeant of marines luckily fuggefted to Mr. King, the ad¬ 
vantage of fending off his party firft into the boats, by 
which means the mufquets would be taken out of their 
reach; which, as above related, were the grand objeds 
theiflanders had in view; and, if they ftiould happen 
to attack us, the marines could more effectually de¬ 
fend us, than if they were on fliore. Every thing was 
now in the boats, and only Mr. King, Mr. Anderfon, 
the gunner, and a fcaman of the boat s crew, remained 
on fhore. The pinnace laying beyond the furf, which 
wc were under a necelfity of fwimming through, Mr. 
King ordered the other two to make the beft of their 
way to it. and told them he would follow them. They 
both rcfuled to comply with this order, and it became a 
matter of conteft, who lltould be the laft on fhore. 
Some hafty cxpreiTion, it feems, Mr. King had juft be¬ 
fore n»ade ufe of to the failor, which he confidered as 
a lefieclion on his courage, and excited his refentment; 
and the old gunner, as a point of honour was now 
ftart' J, conceived it to be his duty to take a part in it. 
In this whimlical fituation, they, perhaps, might have 
long remained, had not the difpute been fettled by the 
ftones, which began to fly plentifully about us, and by 
the exclamations of the people from the boats, begging 
us to be expeditious, as the natives were armed with 
clubs and fpears, and purfuing us into the water. Mr. 
King arrived firft at the pinnace, and, perceiving Mr. 
Anderfon was fo far behind, as not to be entirely out of 
danger, he ordered one mufquct to be fired; but, in 
the hurry of executing his orders, the marines fired two. 
The natives immediately ran away, leaving only one 
man and woman on the beach. The man attempted to 
rifefcveral times, but was not ajble, having been wounded 
in the groin. The iflanders, in a fliort time, returned ; 
and, furrounding the wounded man, brandifhed their 
fpears at us, with an air of defiance; but, by the time 
we reached the Ihips, fome perfons arrived which we 
fuppofed to be the chiefs, by whom they were all driven 
from the fhore. During our abfence Captain Clerke 
had been under terrible apprehenlions for our fafety; 
wliich had been conliderably increafed by his mifundcr- 
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Handing fome of the natives, with whom he had con- 
verfed on board. The name of Captain Cook being 
frequently mentioned, accompanied with circumftantial 
deferiptions of his death and dcftrudlion, he concluded, 
that they had received intelligence of the unfortunate 
events at Owhyhce, to which they alluded. But they 
were only endeavouring to make him underftand, what 
wars had arifen on account of the goats, which Cap¬ 
tain Cook had left at Oneeheow, and that the poor 
goats had been flaughtcred, during the conteft for the 
property of them. Captain Clerke, applying thefe 
fhocking reprefentations to our misfortunes at Owhy- 
hee, and to an indication of revenge, fixed his telcfcopc 
upon us the whole time; and, as foon as he faw the 
fmoke of the mufquets, ordered the boats to be put olF 
to our afliftance. 

On Tuefday, the 2d of March, in the morning, Mr. 
King was again ordered on fliore, with the watering 
party. As we had fo narrowly cfcaped the preceding 
day, Captain Clerke augmented our force from both 
fliips, and we had a guard of forty men under arms. 
This precaution, however, was found to be unneceflary; 
for the beach was left entirely to ourfelvcs, and the 
ground, extending from the landing-place to tiie lake, 
tabooed. Hence we concluded, that fome of the chiefs 
had vifited this quarter; who, being unable to ftay,had 
confiderately taken this ftep, that we might be accom¬ 
modated w'ith fafety. Several men appeared w'ith fpears 
and daggers, on the other fide of the river, but never 
attempted to moleft us. Their women came over, and 
feared themfelves clofe by us, on the banks; and about 
the middle of the day, fome of the men were prevailed 
on to bring us hogs and roots, and alfo to drefs them 
for us. When w e had left the beach, they came down to 
the fea-fide, and one of them had the audacity to throw 
a ftoneat us; but,as his condud was highly cenfiircd 
by the reft, we did not exprefs any kind of refentment. 
On the 3d, we completed our watering, without much 
difliculty; and, on returning to the (hips, w^e were in¬ 
formed, that feveral chiefs had been on board, and had 
apologized for the condu(ft of their countrymen, attri¬ 
buting their riotous behaviour to the quarrels then fub- 
fifting among the principal people of the ifland, and 
which had deftroyed all order and fubordination. At 
this time the government of Atooi was difputed between 
Toneoneo, who had the fupreme pow'cr w hen we were 
there the preceding year, and a youth named Tcavee. 
By different fathers, they are both the grandfons of 
Pereeorannee, king of Woahoo; who gave Atooi to 
the former, and Oneeheow to the latter. The quarrel 
originated about the goats which wc had left at Onec- 
heow the year before; they being claimed by Toneo¬ 
neo, as that ifland was a dependency of his. The ad¬ 
herents of Teavee infifting on the right of pofTcflion, 
both parties prepared to fupport their pretenfions, and 
a battle enfued juft before our arrival, w herein Toneo¬ 
neo had been defeated. Toneoneo was likely to be¬ 
come more affeded by the confequence of this victory, 
than by the lofs of the objeds in difpute; for the mo¬ 
ther of Teavee having married a fccond hulband, who 
was not only a chief at Atooi, but alfo at the head of a 
powerful fadion there, he thought of embracing the 
prefent opportunity of driving Toneoneo out of the 
ifland, that his fon-in-law might fuccccd to the govern- 
ment. The goats, which had increafed to lix, and 
would probably have ftocked thefe iflands in a few 
years, were deftroyed in this conteft. Thurfday, the 
4th, we were vifited, on board the Refolution, by the 
father-in-law, the mother, and the fifter of the young 
prince, who made feveral curious prefents to Captain 
Qerke. Among the reft,were fome fiflj-hooks, which 
were made from the bones of Terreeoboo's father, w ho 
had been killed in an unfuccefsful defeent upon Woa¬ 
hoo. Alfo a fly-flap, from the hanejs of the prince’s 
fifter, which had a human bone for its handle, and had 
been given to her by her father-in-law, as a trophy. They 
were not accompanied by young Teavee, he being then 
’engaged in the performance of fome religious rites, on 
account of the viddfy he had obtained. The 5th and 
6 cK were employed in completing the Difeovery’s water. 
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.The carpehtpVs were engaged in caulking the fliips, and 
preparing for our next cruife. We no longer received 
any moleftation from the natives, who fupplied us plen¬ 
tifully with pork and yegeta.bles. 

This day we were vilitcd by an Indian, who brought 
a piece of iron on board, to be formed into the Ihape of 
a pahooa. It was the bolt of fome large (hip timbers, 
but iicithcr thcofjicers nor men could difeover to what 
nation it belonged ; though froni the fliapeof the bolt, 
and the palencfs of the iron, they were convinced it was 
not Ehglidi. .They enquired ftrie^ly of the native how 
he came pqireflTcd of it, when he informed them, that it 
was taken but of a large piece of timber, which had been 
driven upon their ifland, fince we were there in January, 
^77S. 

On Sunday, the 7th, we received a vifit from Tone- 
oneo, at which we were furprized. Hearing the dowa¬ 
ger princels was on board, he could hardly be prevailed 
on to enter the (hip. When they met, they caft an an¬ 
gry lowering look at each other. He did not (lay long, 
and appeared much dcjetflcdv We remarked, however, 
with fome degree of furprize, that the women proflra- 
ted them Pelves before him, both at his coming and 
going away; and all the natives on board treated him 
with that refpebl w'hich is ufually paid to perfons of his 
rank. It was fomewhat remarkable, that a man, who 
who w-as then in a (late of actual hoftility with Teavee’s 
party, (liould venture alone Within the power of his ene¬ 
mies. Indeed, the civil diirenfions, which are frequent 
in all the fouth iPea iflands, feem to be conduefted with¬ 
out much acrimony ; the depofed governor dill enjoy¬ 
ing the rank of an Eree, and may put in practice fuch 
means as may arife, to regain the confcquence which he 
has lod. 

On the 8th, at nine in the morning, w’c Weighed, and 
proceeded towards Oneeheow, and came to anchor in 
20 fathoms w’atcr, at about three in the afternoon, nearly 
on the fpot where we anchored in 1778. W’ith the 
other anchor, we moored in 26 fathoms water. We 
had a drong gale from the eadward in the night, and, 
the next morning, the Hiip had driven a whole cable's 
length, both anchors being almod brought a-head; in 
which (ituation we were obliged to continue, this and 
the two following days. 

On Friday, the 12th, the weather being more mode¬ 
rate, the Mader was difpatchcd to the N. W. fide of the 
idand, in fearch of a more commodious place for an¬ 
choring. In the evening he returned, having found a 
fine bay, with good anchorage, in 18 fathoms water. 
The points of the bay were in the direction of N. by E. 
and S. by W. A fmall village was lituated on the N. fide 
of the bay, to the eadward of which were four w'ells of 
good water. Mr. Bligh went far enough to the N. to 
convince himfelf that Orcehoua, and OncehecW', were 
two feparate illands. Being now on the point of taking 
our final leave of the Sandwich Idands, it may be pro¬ 
per to give here a general and corrccl account of their 
lituation, and natural hidory, as wtH as of the cudoms 
and manners of the natives; which will ferve as a kind 
of fupplcrnent to a former defeription, the rcfult of our 
fird vidt to thefe idands. 

This group is compofed of 11 idands, extending in 
long, from 199 deg. 36 min. to 205 deg. 6 min. E. and 
in lat. from 18 deg. 54 min. to 22 deg. 15 min. N. 
Their names, according to the natives, are, i. Owhyhce, 

2. Atoqi, Atowi, or Towi; which is alfo fometimes 
called Kowi. 3. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 4. Movvee. 5. 
Morotoi, or Morokoi. 6. Orechoua, or RecRoua. 7. 
Morotinnec, or Morokinnec. 8. Tahoora, 9. Ranai, 
or Oranai, to. Oneeheow, or Nehecow'. 11. Kahow- 
rovvec, or Tahoorowa. Thefe arc all inhabited, except 
Tahoora and Morotinnee. Belidcs thofe we have enu¬ 
merated, we heard of another idand named Modoo-pa- 
papa, or Kqmqdoo-papapa, fituatcd to the W. S. W. of 
Fahoora; it is low' and fandy, and is vifitcd folcly for 
the purpofe of catching turtle and water-fowl. As we 
could never learn that the natives had knowledge of any 
other idands, it is mod probable that no others cxid in 
their neighbourhood. Captain Cook had didinguilhcd 
this cludcr of idand# by the name of the Sandwich 


Idands, in honour of the l!:arl of Sandwich, then fu-n- 

Lord of the Admiralty, under whofc adminidration hr 
had enriched Geography w ith fo many valuable difeo 
venes; a tribute judly due to that nobleman, for rlJ 
encourageincac and fupport which thdi;-voyages de 
rived from his power, and for the zealous eagernefs with 
which he feconded the views of our illudrious navi 
gator. ‘ 

The mod cAderly of thefe idands, called Owhvhce 
and by far the larged of them all, is of a triangular fi* 
gurc, and nearly equilateral. The angular points coni 
ditutc the northern, fouthern, and eadern extremities. 
The lat. ol the northern extreme is 20 deg. 17 min. N* 
and its long. 204deg. 2 min. E. the fouthern end dands 
in the long, of 204 deg. 15 min. E. and in the lat. of 
18 deg, 54 min. N. and the cadern extremity is in the 
lat. of 19 deg. 34 min. N. and in the long, of 205 deg. 
6 min. E. The circumference of the whole idand is 
about 255 geographical miles-, or 293 Englidi ones. Its 
breadth is 24 leagues; and its greated length, which 
lies nearly in a N. and S. diredlion, is 28 leagues and a 
half. It is divided into (ix cxten(ive didrids, namely, 
Akona and Koaarra, which arc on the W. (idc; Kaoa 
and Opoona, on theS. E. and Ahccdoo and Am’akooa, 
on the N. E. A mountain, named Mouna Kaah, (or 
the mountain Kaah) which rifes in three peaks, conti¬ 
nually covered with fnow, and may be difeerned at the 
didance of 40 leagues, feparates the didrid of Ama- 
kooa from that of Ahccdoo. The coad, to the north¬ 
ward of this mountain, is compofed of high and abrupt 
cliffs, dowm which fall many beautiful cafcadcs of water. 
We once flattered ourfclves with the hopes of finding a 
harbour round a bluff'head, on a part of this coad, in 
the latv of 20 deg. 10 min. N. and the long, of 204 deg. 
26 min. E. but after we had doubled the point, and 
were danding clofc in, we found that it w'as conneded. 
by alow valley, with another elevated head to the north- 
wedward. The country rifes inland w'ith a gradual 
afeent, and is interfeded by narrow <!ecp glens," or ra¬ 
ther chafms: it feemed to be well cultivated, and to 
have many villages fcattered about it. The fnowy moun¬ 
tain above-mentioned is very deep, and its lowed part 
abounds with wood. The coad of Aheedoo is of a mo¬ 
derate elevation; and the interior parts have the appear¬ 
ance of being more even than the country towards the 
N. W. We cruifed off* thefe two didrids for near a 
month; and whenever our didance from the diorc would 
permit, were furrounded by canoes laden with rcfredi- 
ments of every kind. On this fide of the idand, we of¬ 
ten met with a very heavy fea, and a great fwcll; and, 
as there was much foul ground off the Ihore, we feldom 
made a nearer approach to the land than two or three 
leagues. Towards the N. E. of Apoona, the coad, which 
conditutes the eadern extreme of the ifland, is rather 
low and flat. In the Inland parts the acclivity is very 
gradual; and the country abounds with bread-fruit, and 
cocoa-nut trees. This appeared to us to be the fined 
part of the whole idand; and wc were afterwards in¬ 
formed, that the king occadonally redded here. The 
hills, at the fouth-wellern extremity, rife with fome ab- 
ruptnefs from the fea-fidc, leaving only a narrow bor¬ 
der of low land towards the beach. The fides of theic 
hiffs were covered with verdure; but the adjacent coun¬ 
try feemed thinly inhabited. When our fliips doubled 
the E. point of the ifland, we had fight of another 
fnowy mountain, called by the natives,. Mouna Roa (or 
the extenfive mountain) which, during the whole time 
we were failing along the fouth-eaflern fide, continued 
to be a very confpicuous objedf. It was flat at the fum- 
mit, which was perpetually involved in fnow; and wc 
once obferved its Tides allb flightly covered with it fora 
condderablc way down. According to the tropical line 
of fnow, as determined by Monficur Condamine, from 
obfervations made on the Cordilleras in America, the 
height of this mountain muff: be, at lead, 16,020 feet. 

It therefore exceeds the height of the Pico de Teyde, or 
Peak of Teneriffc, by 3680 feet, according to the com¬ 
putation of the Chevalier dc Borda, or 724, according 
to that o( Dr. Hcberden. The peaks of Mouna Kaah 
feemed to be of the height of about half a mile; and. 
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as they arc wholly covered with fnow, the altitude of 
their fummits mud at lead be 18,400 feet. 

The dirtridl of I^aoo exhibits a mod horrid and dif- 
mal profpeid; the whole country having, to appearance, 
undergone an entire change from the confcquences of 
fomc dreadful convulfion. The ground is, in all parts, 
covered with cinders; and, in many places, interfered 
vidi blackilh dreaks, which feem to mark the progrefs 
of a lava that has flowed, not many centuries ago, from 
Mouna Roa to the diore. The fouth promontory ap¬ 
pears like the mere dregs of a volcano. The head-land 
conflfls of broken and craggy rocks, terminating in 
acute points, and irregularly piled on each other. Not- 
w'ithdanding tk.e dreary afped of this part of the ifland, 
it contains many villages, and is far more populous than 
the verdant mountains of Apoona. Nor is it difficult 
to account for this circumdance. Thefe iflanders not 
being poirdfcd of any cattle, have no occaflon tor paf- 
tiirage; and are therefore inclined to prefer fuch ground 
as is cither more conveniently fituatcd for fifliing, or 
bed adapted to the cultivation of plantains and yams. 
Now amidd thefe ruins, there are many fpots of rich 
foil, which are with great care laid out in plantations; 
and the neighbouring fea abounds with excellent mh of 
various kinds. Oft'this part of the-coad, at lets than a 
cable's length from the ftiore, we did not dnke ground 
with 160 fiithomsof line, except in a fmall bight to the 
•E. of the fouthern point, where we found from 50 to 58 
fathoms of water, over a Tandy bottom. It may be proper 
to obferve, before we proceed to give an account of the 
wedern didi icds, that the whole coad we have defcribed, 
from the northern to the fouthern extreme, affords not 
a Angle harbour, nor the lead fticlter for nupping. The 
fouth-wedern parts of Akona arc in a condition fimilar 
to that of the adjoining didridt of Kaoo; but the couri- 
try further towards the N. has been carefully cultivated, 
and is exceedingly populou-s. In this divifion of the 
ifland lies Karakakooa bay, of which we have already 
given a defeription. Scarce any thing is feen along the 
coad, but the fragments of black fcorchcd rocks; be¬ 
hind which;thc ground, for the fpace of about two miles 
and a half, rifes gradually, and feems to have been once 
covered with loofc burnt dones. Thcfc-havc been cleared 
away by the inhabitants, frequently to the depth of three 
feet and upwards; and the fertility of the foil has amply 
repaid their labour. Here they cultivate in a nch 
mould, the cloth-plant and fweet potatoes Groves of 
cocoa-nut-trees arc feattered among the fields, which 
are enclofed with (lone fences. On the riling ground 
beyond thefe. they plant bread-fruit trees, whicli Hounlli 
with furprifing luxuriance. The diftria of Koaarra ex¬ 
tends from the moft wefterly point to the northern ex¬ 
treme of the ifiand. The whole coaft between them 
forms a fpacious bay, which is called by the natives 
Toeyah-yah, and is bounded to the northw;ard by two 
confpicuous hills. Towards the bottom of this bay, there 
is foul, corally ground, that extends to the «>* 

upwards of a mile from the fliore, without which there 
is good anchorage. The country, as far as the eye could 
difccrn, appeared to be fruitful and populous; but no 
frcfii water was to be found. The foil feemed to be of 
the fame kind with that of the diftria of Kaoo. 

Having thus defcribed thecoafts of the ifland of U- 
whyhee, and the adjacent country, we fhall now relate 
fome particulars refpcaing the interior parts, from the 
information wc obtained from a party, who fet out on 
the 26th of January, on an expedition up the country, 
principally with an intention of re.iching the fnowy 
mountains. Having previoufly procured two of the 
ifianders to ferve them as guides, they quitted the vil¬ 
lage about four o’clock in the afternoon ’Their coiirfe 
was eaftcrly, inclining a little to the fouth, it in 
three or four miles from the bay, they found the country 
as already defcribed; but the hills afterwards rofe with a 
lefs gradual afcciit, which brought them tofomeexten- 
five^ffanrations, confiffing of the taro or eddy root and 
fweet potatoes, with plants of the cloth-tree Both the 
taro and the fweet potatoes are here planted at the dii- 
tance of four feet from each other. The potatoes arc 
eaithcd up almort to the top of the ftalk, w’lth a pro¬ 


per quantity of light mould. The taro is left bare to t e 
root, and the mould round it is put in the form of a ba- 
fon, for the purpofe of holding the rain-water; this root 
requiring a certain degn c of molflurc. At the Friend y 
and Society Ifles, the tnro was conffantly planted in low 
and moiff iituations, and generally in thol^ places ''[Acre 
thpre was the convcnicncy of a rivulet to flood it. 
mode of culture was confidcred as abfolutely neceiiary; 
but wc now found that this root, with the precaution be¬ 
fore-mentioned, fuccecds equally well in a more dry n- 
tuation. It was, indeed, remarked by all of us, that the 
taro of the Sandwkh I Hands was the beff we had ev er 
tailed. The walls, by which thefe plantations are fc- 
parated from each other, arc compofed of the loofe 
burnt (loncs, which arc met with in clearing the ground; 
and, being totally concealed by fugar-cancs, that are 
planted clofc on each fide, form the moff beaunml 
fences that can be imagined. Our party flopped for 
the night at the fecond hut they obferved among the 
plantations, where they fuppofed themfelves to be fix 
or feven miles diflant from our fhips. 'Iheprofpect 
from this fpot was defcribed by them as very delightful. 
tTiCy had a view of our velfels in the bay before them; 
to the left they faw a continued range of villages, inter- 
fperfed with groves of cccoa-nut-trecs, fpreading along 
thefhorc; a thick wood extending itfclf behind them; 
and, to the right, a vel y conliderablc extent of ground, 
laid out with great regularity in well-cultivated planta¬ 
tions, difplayed itfclf to their view. Near this fpot the 
natives pointed out to them, at a diftance from 
other dwelling, the refldence of a hermit, who, they faid, 
had, in the former part of his life, been a great chief and 
warrior, but had long ago retired from the rea-coaft ot 
the ifland, and now never quitted the environs of hi-s 
cottage. As they approached him, they proflratcd them- 
fclvcs, and afterwards prefented him with fomeT^ovi- 
fions. His behaviour was eafy, frank, andchcarfuL He 
tellified little allonilbmcnt at iheflghtof our people, and 
though prelfed to accept of fomc European curiolitics. 
he thought proper to decline the offer, and foon retired 
to his cottage. Our party reprefenred him as by far the 
mofl: aged perfon they had ever feen; judging him to 
be, at a moderate computation, upwards ot a hundred 
years of age. As they had fuppofed that the foun¬ 
tain was not more than ten or a dozen miles dillant 
from the bay, and conlcqucntly expeifled to reach it 
with eafe early the following morning, they were now 
greatly furprized to find the diflancc fcarce perceivablv 
diminiflied. This circumllance, with the uninhabited 
(late of the country which they were on the point ot en¬ 
tering, rendering it neceflary to provide a lupply ofpro- 
vilions, they difpatched one of their conductors bade to 
the village for that purpofe. Whilfl they waited his re¬ 
turn, they were joined by fevcral of Kaoo s fervants, 
whom that generous old man had fent ^ thern. 
loaded with rcfrcfliments, and fully authorized, as their 
rout lay through his grounds, to demand, and take away 
with them whatever they might want. Our tf vellcis 
wxre furprized on finding the cold here fo intenfe. But, 
as they had no thermometer with them, they could only 

form their judgment of itfrom their feelings; which, from 

the warm atmofpherc they had quitted, muff have been 
a very fallacious method of judging. They found it, 
however, fo cold, that they could fcarce get any flcep. 
and the iffanders could not fieep at all; both parties 
being difturbed, during the whole night, by continual 
coupling. As they, at this time, could not be at any 
very great height, their diftance from the fca being no 
more than fix or feven miles, and part of the road on a 
very moderate afeent, this uncommon degree of cold 
muff'•be attribuccd.ro the eafferly wind blowing frcih 
over the fnowy mountains. Early the next morning, 
they proceeded on their journey, and filled their caU- 
baffiesata well of excellent water, fituate about half a 
mile from their hut. After they had pafTed the plan¬ 
tations, they arrived at a thick wood, which they en¬ 
tered by a path that had been made for the convenience 
of the iflandcr-s who frequently repair thither fon the 
purpofe of catching birds, as well as procuring the wild 
or horfe-plantain. Their progrefs now became ex¬ 
tremely 
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trenicly How, and was attended with great labour; for 

the ground was either fwampy, or covered with large 
tlones; the path narrow, and often interrupted by trees 
lying acrofs it> which they were obliged to climb over, 
as the thicknefs of the underwood, on each lide, ren¬ 
dered it impraClicablc to pafs round them. They liiw, 
in thefe woods, pieces of white cloth fixed on poles, at 
frnall dillances, which they imagined were land mafks 
for the divilion of property, as they only obferved them 
where the wild plantains grew. The trees were of the 
famtkind with the fpicc tree of New Holland; they 
wcrc^ttraight and lofty, and their circumference was 
from two to four feet. Having advanced nine or ten 
miles in the wood, they had the mortification of finding 
thcmfelvcs, fuddcnly, within fight of the fca, and not 
very far from it; the path having turned off imper¬ 
ceptibly to the S, and carried them to the right of the 
mountain, which it was their intention to reach. Their 
difappointment w as confidcrably heightened by the un¬ 
certainty under w hich they now were with refpe« 51 : to its 
true bearings, as they could norat prefent gain a view 
of it from the top of the higheft trees. They, there¬ 
fore, thought proper to walk back fix or feven miles to 
an unoccupied hut, w here they had left two of their 
own people, and three of the natives, w ith the fmall 
remnant of their provifions. Here they pulfed the fe- 
cond night, during which the air was fo extremely 
fliarp, that, by the morning, their guides were all gone 
off, except one. 

Being at this time in w^ant of provifions, which laid 
them under a nccefiiiy of returning to fome.of the cul¬ 
tivated parts of the ifland, they left ihe wood by the 
fame path by which they had entered it. When they 
arrived at the ,plantations, they were furrounded by the 
illandcrs, from whom they purchafed a frefii fupply of 
neceffaries; and prevailed upon two of them to accom¬ 
pany them as guides, in the room of thofc w ho had 
gone away. Having procured the befi: information 
they could pofTibly obtain with regard to tl^ic diredion 
of their road, the party, w ho were now- nine in num¬ 
ber, marched for about half a dozen miles along the 
fkirts of the wood, and then entered it again by a path 
leading towards the E. They paffed, for the firft three 
miles, through a foreflof lofty fpice-trecs, which grew' 
on a rich loam. At the back of thefe trees they met 
with an equal extent of low fiirubby trees, together 
with a conliderable quantity of thick under-wood, upon 
a bottom of loofc burnt fioncs. 'I’his led them to 
another foreft of fpicc-trees, and the fame rich browmifli 
foil, which was again fucccedcd by a barren ridge of 
a (imilar kind w ith the former. Thefe ridges, as far as 
they could be feen, appeared to run parallel with the 
fea fliore, and to have Mouna Roa for'their centre. 
In palling through the woods they found many unfi- 
nifiicd canoes, and huts in fcveral places; but they faw 
none of the inhabitants. After they had penetrated 
almofl: three miles into the fecond wood, they arrived 
at two huts, where they flopped, being greatly fatigued 
w ith the day’s jqurncy, in thccoiirfe of which they had 
walked, according to their ow n computation, at leafl 
twenty miles. I laving found no fprings from the time 
they quitted the plantations, they had greatly fuffered 
from the violence of their third; in confcqucncc of 
which they were obliged, before the evening came on, 
to feparate into fmall parties, and go in quell of w ater. 
They, at lafl, met with fomc that had been left by rain 
in the bottom of a half-finilhed canoe; which, though 
of a reddilli colour, was no means unwelcome to them. 
I'hroughout the night, the cold was more intenfc than 
before; and though they had taken care to wrap them- 
fclvcs up in mats and clothes of the country, and to 
keep a large fire between the two huts, they could get 
but very little ficep, and were under the neccffiiy of 
walking about for the grcatcfl part of the night. Their 
elevation was now, in all probability, pretty confidcr- 
ablc, as the ground, over which their journey lay, had 
been generally on the afeent. On the next morning, 
which was the 29th, they fet out early, with an intention 
ol making their lad and grcatcll effort to reach the 
fiiowy mountain; but theii-fpints wereconlidefably dc- 


prefifed, on finding that the millrablc pitrance of v a- 
ter, which they had difeovered the preceding night' 
was expended. The path, which reached no farther 
than w here canoes had been built, being now' termi¬ 
nated, they were obliged to make their way as well r.s 
they could; frequently climbing up into the mofl lofty 
trees, to explore the furrounding country. They ar¬ 
rived, about eleven o’clock, at a ridge of burnt fioncs 
from the top of which they had a profpcdl of the 
Mouna Roa, w hich then appeared to be at the dillancc 
of between twelve and fourteen miles from them. 
They now entered into a confultation, whether they 
fiiould proceed any further, or reft contented with the 
view' before them of the fnowy mountain. Since the 
path had ccafcd, their road had become highly fatigu¬ 
ing, and w'as growing ft ill more fo, every flop they ad¬ 
vanced. The ground was almoft every w here broken 
into deep fiffures, w hich, being (lightly covered with 
mofs, made them ftumble almoft continually; and the 
intervening fpaceconfifted of a furface of loofe burnt 
fioncs, which broke under their feet. Into fomc of 
thefe iilfurcs they threw ftoncs, w hich fceined from the 
noife they made, to fall to a confiderablcdepth; and the 
ground founded hollow as they walked upon it. Bc- 
fides thefe circumftances; “which difeouraged them 
from proceeding, they found their conductors fo averfe 
to going on, that they had rcafon to think they would 
not be prevailed on to remain out another night. 
They, therefore, at length came to a determination of 
returning to the ftiips, after taking a furvey of the 
country from the higheft trees they could find. From 
this elevation, they perceived themfclves furrounded 
with wood towards the fca; they were unable to diflin- 
guilli, in the horizon, the fky from the water; and be¬ 
twixt them and the fnowy mountain, was a valley 
of about eight miles in breadth. They paffed this 
night at a hut in the fecond foreft; and the following 
day, before noon, they had paffed the firft wood, and 
found themfclves nine or ten miles to the N. E. of the 
ftiips, towards which they marched through the plan¬ 
tations. As they walked along, they did not obferve a 
fpotof ground, that was fufccptible of improvement, 
left unplanted ; and, indeed,the country, from their ac¬ 
count, could fcarcely be cultivated to gr. a ter advantage 
for the purpofes of the natives. They were furprifed 
at feeing feveraI fields of hay; and, upon their enquiry, 
to what particular ufe it was applied, they were in¬ 
formed, that it was intended to cover the grounds 
where the young taro grew, in order to preferve thc'iii 
from being fcorched by the mys of the fun. They ob¬ 
ferved, among the plantations, a few huts fcattcred 
about, which afforded occalional fticlter to the la¬ 
bourers: but they did not fee any villv.gcs at a greater 
diftance from the fea than four or five miles. Near 
one of them, which was fituated about four miles 
from the bay, they difeovered a cave, forty fathoms in 
length, three in breadth, and of the fame height. It 
was open at each end; its (ides were fluted, as if 
wrought w ith a chilfe!; and the furface was glazed over, 
perhaps by the aClion of fire. Having thus related 
the principal circumftances that occurred in the ex¬ 
pedition to the fnowy mountain at Owhyhee, wc 
lhall now proceed to deferibe the other iftands of thi.s 
groupc. 

That which is next in fize. and neareft in fituation 
to Owhyhee, is Mowce. It ftands at the diftance of 
eight leagues N. N. W. from Ow'hyhcc, and is 140 
geographical miles in circuit. It is divided by a low 
ifthmus into two circular pcninfulas, of which that to 
the caftward is named Whamadooa, and is twice as 
large as that to the W. called Owhyrookoo. I'he moun¬ 
tains in both rife to a very great height, as w c were 
able to fee them at the diftance of about 30 leagues. 
The northern ftiores, like thofc of the ifte of Owhyhee, 
afford no foundings; and the country bears the fame 
afped- of fertility and verdure. The E. point of Mo- 
wee is in the latitude of 20 deg. 50 min. N. and in 
the longitude of 204 deg. 4 min. E. To the fouth- 
ward, between Mowee and the adjacent iftands, we 
found regular depths with 150 fathoms, over a bottom 
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of fand. From the weflern point, which is rather low, 
runs a fhoal, extending towards the ifland of Ranai, to a 
confidcrable diftance; and to the S. of this, is an ex- 
tenfive bay, with a fandy beach, lhaded with cocoa- 
trees. It is not improbable, that good anchorage might 
be met with here, with fliclter from the prevailing 
winds; and that the beach affords a commodious land¬ 
ing-place. The country further back is very romantic 
in its appearance. The hills rife almoft perpendicu¬ 
larly, exhibiting a variety of peaked forms; and their 
fteep lides, as well as the deep chafms between them, 
are covered with trees, among which thofe of the bread¬ 
fruit principally abound. The fummics of thefe hills 
are perfedly bare, and of a reddifh brown hue. The 
natives informed us, that there was a harbour to the S. 
of the eaffern point, which they afferted was fuperior 
to that of Karakakooa; and we alfo heard that there 
was another harbour, named Keepookeepoo, on the 
north-weftern fide. 

Ranai is about nine miles diffant from Mowee and 
Morotoi, and is fituatc to the S. W. of the paffage be¬ 
tween thofe two ifles. The country, towards the S. is 
elevated and craggy; but the other parts of the ifland 
bad a better appearance, and feeraed to be well inha¬ 
bited. It abounds in roots, fuch as fwcet potatoes, 
taro, and yams; but produces very few plantains, and 
bread-fruit trees. The S. point of Ranai is in the la¬ 
titude of 20 deg. 46 min. N. and in the longitude of 
20J deg. 8 min. E. 

Morotoi lies at the diffance of two leagues and a 
half to the W. N. W. of Mowee. Its fouth-weftern 
coafl:, which was the only part of it W'e approached, is 
very low ; but the land behind rifes to a confiderable 
elevation; and, at the diffance from which we had a 
view of it, appeared to be deffitute of wood. Yarns 
are its principal produce; and it may probably contain 
frelh water. The coaff, on the fouthern and weftern 
(ides of the ifland, forms feveral bays, that promife a 
tolerable fhelrer from the trade winds. The W. point 
of Morotoi is in the longitude of 202 deg. 46 min. E. 
and in the latitude of 21 deg. lomin. N. 

Tahoorowa is a fmall ifland fituated off the fouth- 
weffern part of Mowee, from which it is nine miles dif- 
tant. It is deffitute of wood, and its foil feems to be 
landy and unfertile. Its latitude is 20 deg. 38 min. N. 
and its longitude 203 deg. 27 min.E. Between it and 
Mowee ffands the little ifland of Morrotinnee, which 
has no inhabitants. 

Woahoo lies about feven leagues to the N. W. of 
Morotoi. ' As far as we were enabled to judge, from 
the appearance of the north-weffern and north-eaffern 
parts (for we had not an opportunity of feeing the 
fouthern fide) it is by far thefineff of all the Sandwich 
Iflands. The verdure of the hills, the variety of wood 
and lawn, and fertile well cultivated valleys, which the 
whole face of the country prefented to view, could not 
be exceeded. Having already deferibed the bay in 
which we anchored, formed by the northern and wef- 
tern extremes, it remains for us to obferve, that, in the 
bight of the bay, to the fouthward of our anchoring- 
place, we met with foul rocky ground, about two miles 
from the (bore. If the ground tackling of a fhip fhould 
happen to be weak, and the wind blow with violence from 
the N. to which quarter the road is entirely open, this 
circumffance might be attended with fome degree of 
danger: but, provided the cables were good,there would 
be no great hazard, as the ground from the anchoring- 
place, which is oppofite the valley through which the 
river runs, to the northern point, confiffs of a line fand. 
The latitude of our anchoring-place is 21 deg. 43 min. 
N. and the longitude 202 deg. 9 min. E. 

The diffria of Atooi is about 25 leagues to the N. 
\V. of Woahoo. Towards the N. E, and N. W. the 
face of the country is ragged and broken; but, to the 
fouthward, it is more even ; the hills rife from the fea- 
fide with a gentle acclivity, and, at a little diffance 
back, are covered with wood. Its produce is the fame 
with that of the other iflands of this duffer; but its 
inhabitants greatly excel the people of all the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands in the management of their plantations. 
No. 73. 


In the low grounds, contiguous to the bay Wherein we 
anchored, thefe plantations were regularly divided by 
deep ditehes; the fences were formed with a neatnefs 
approaching to elegance,'and the roads jihrough them 
were finiflied in fuch a manner, as would have refledlcd 
credit even on an European engineer. The longitude 
of Wymoa Bay, in this ifland, is 200 deg. 26 min. F.. 
and its latitude 21 deg. 57 min. N. 

Oneeheow is five- or lix leagues to the weffward of 
Atooi. Its eaffern coaff is high, and rifes with abrupr- 
nefs from the fea; but the other parts of the ifland 
conliff of low ground, except a round blulfhead on the 
fouth-eaftern point. It produces plenty of yams, and 
of the fweet root called tee. The anchoring-place at 
this ifland lies in the latitude of 21 deg. 50 min. N. and 
in the longitude of 199 deg. 45 min. E. 

Orcehoua and Tahoora arc two little iflands, fituatc 
in the neighbourhood of Oneeheow. The former is 
an elevated hummock, conncdled with the northern 
extreme of Oneeheow, by a reef of coral rocks. Its 
latitude is 22 deg. 2 min. N. and its longitude 199 deg. 
52 min. E. The latter ffands to the S. E. and is un¬ 
inhabited: its longitude is 199 deg. 36 min. E. and its 
latitude 21 deg. 43 min. N. 

The climate of the Sandwich Ifles is, perhaps, rather 
more temperate than that of the Weft India iflands, 
which arc in the fame latitude; but the difference is 
very inconfiderable. The thermometer, on fhore near 
Karakakooa Bay, never rofe to a greater height than 88 
deg. and that but one day: its mean height, at twelve 
o’clock, was 83 deg. Its mean height at noon, in Wy¬ 
moa Bay, was 76 deg. and, when our at lea, 75 
In the iliand of Jamaica, the mean height ot the ther¬ 
mometer, at twelve o’clock, is about 86 deg. at fea, 80 
deg. Whether thefe iflands arc fubjeeff to the fame 
violent winds and hurricanes with the Weft Indies, we 
could not afcertain,as we w'cre not here during any of 
the tempeftuous months. Hevvever, as no veftiges of 
their eftedfs were any where to be feen, and as the 
iflanders gave us nopolitive teftimony of the fadt, it is 
probable, that, in this particular, they refcmble the 
Friendly and Society Ifles, which are, in a great degree, 
free from fuch tremendous vifitations. There was a 
greater quantity of rain, particularly in the interior 
parts, during the four winter months that we continued 
among thefe iflanders, than commonly falls in the 
Weft Indies in the dry fcafon. We generally obferved 
clouds colledting round the fummits of the hills, and 
producing rain to leeward; but after the wind has fe- 
parated them from the land, they difperfc, and arc loft, 
and others fupply their place. This occurred daily at 
Owhyhee; the mountainous parts being ufually enve¬ 
loped in a cloud ; fliowers fucceinvely falling in the in¬ 
land country; with a clear fky, and fine weather, in the 
neighbourhood of the fliore. The w'inds were, for the 
moft part, from E. S. E. to N. E. In the harbour of 
Karakakooa we had every day and night a fea and land 
breeze. The currents fometimes fet to windward, and 
at other times to leeward, without the leaft regularity. 
1‘hey did not feem to be directed by the winds, nor by 
any other caufe that we can affign: they often fet to 
windward againft a frefh breeze. The tides are ex¬ 
ceedingly regular, ebbing and flowing fix hours each. 
The flood-tide comes from the E.^and, at the full and 
change of the moon, it is high-water at three quarters 
of an hour after three o’clock. Their greateff rife is 
two feet feven inches. 

The quadrupeds of thefe iflands, are confined to 
three forts, namely, hogs, dogs, and rats. The dogs are 
of the fame fpecies with thofe we fiw at Otaheite, 
having pricked ears, long backs, and fliort crooked legs. 
We did not obferve any variety in them, except in their 
(kins;. fome being perfedlly fmooth, and others having 
long rough hair. They arc about as large as a common 
turnfpir, and feem to be extremely fluggilh in their na¬ 
ture ; though this may, probably, be more owing to the 
manner in which they are treated, than to their natural 
difpofition. They are generally fed with the hogs, and 
left to herd with thofe animals; and we do not recollccl 
a Angle inflance of a dog being made a companion here. 
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as is the cuf^om in Europe. Indeed, the pradicc of 

pting them feems xa^be an infuperablc bar to their be¬ 
ing admitted into fpaety; and as there arc no beads of 
objedls of qjiage, .in thefe iflands, phe focial 
qualitfcs of the dog, .its attachment, fidcUty, and faga- 
city, will, in all probability^,remain unknown to the na¬ 
tives. In our pbfervations it did not appear that the 
dogs in the Sandwich Iflands were near fo numerous, 
in proportion, as at Ocaheitp. But, on the other hand, 
they have a much greater plenty of hogs, and the breed 
is of a larger kind. We procured frpm them an 
amazing fupply of provifions of this fort. We were 
upvyards of three months, p/thcf cruifing off the coaft, 
or in harbour at Owhyhee; during all which time the 
crews of both fliips had condantly a large allowance 
offrefh pork,infomuch that ourconfumption of thatar- 
ticle w.ascomputcd at about 6opunche9ns of 500 weight 
each. Bcfides this quantity, and;,the extraordinary 
wade, which, amidd fuph abundance,could not be en¬ 
tirely prevented, 60 more puncheons were faked for fea 
dore. The greater part of this fupply was drawn d om 
the iflc of Owhyhee alone; and yet we did not perceive 
that it was at all exhauded, or even that the plenty had 
decreafed. The birds of thefe iflands are numerous, 
though the varicjty is not great. ^ Some of them may 
vie with xhofe of any country, in point ,of beauty. 
There are four fpecies that feem to belong to the tro- 
chiU, or honey-.fuckers of Linnaeus. One of them is 
fomewhat larger than a bullfinch; its colour is a glofly 
black, and the thighs and rump-vent are of a deep yel¬ 
low. The natives call it hoohoo. .Another is of a 
very bright fcarlcp; its wings are black, with a white 
edge, and its tail is black. It is named ceceve by the 
inhabitants. The third is variegated with brown, yel¬ 
low', and red, and feems to be either a young bird, or a 
variety of the preceding. The fourth is entirely green, 
with a yellow tinge, and is called akaiearooa. There 
is alfo a fmallbird of the fly-catcher kind ; a fpccics of 
thrudi, with a greyifli bread; and a rail, with very 
Ihorc wings, and no.tail. Ravens are met with here, 
but they are extrcmclv fcarce; they are.of a dark brown 
colour, inclining to black, and their note is'dilfcrcnt 
from that of the European ravqn. We found tw^o 
fmall birds, that were very common, and both of w hich 
w'erc of one genus. One of thefe was red, and w^as 
ufually obferved about the cocoa-trees, from whence it 
feemed to derive a coniiderabic part of its fubfidence. 
The other was of a green colour. Both had long 
tongues, which were ciliated, or fringed at the tip. A 
bird with a yellow head was likewife very common 
here: from the dru(flurc of its beak, our people called 
it aparroquet: it, how^ever, does not belong to that 
tribe, but bears agreat refemblancc tothelexiaflayicans, 
or yellowidi crofs-bill of Linnseus. Here are alfo ow Is, 
curlews, petrels, andgannets; plovers of two fpecies, 
one nearly the fame as our whidJing plover; a large 
white pigeon; the common water-hen; and a long- 
tailed bird, which is of a black colour, and the vent 
and feathers under the wings yellow. 

The vegetable produce of the Sandwich Idps.is not 
very diflerent from that of the, other iflands of the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean. We have already obferved, that the taro 
root, as here cultivated, was fuperior to any we had be¬ 
fore taded. The bread-fruit trees thrive here, not in¬ 
deed in fuch abundance as at Otaheite, but they pro¬ 
duce twice as much fruit as lilicy do on the rich plains 
of that idand. l*hc trees arc nearly of the lame height.; 
but the branches flioot out from the trunk confiderably 
lower, and with greater luxuriance of vegetation, 'i'he 
fugar-cancs of thefe iHands grow* to an extraordinary 
lize. One of them was brought to usat Atooi, whofe 
circumference svas eleven inches, and a quarter; and it 
had fourteen feet eatable. At Onechcow we favv fomc 
large brown roots, from iix to ten pounds in weight, rc- 
fembling a yam in diape. The juice, of which they 
yield a great quantity, is very fwcet, and is an excellent 
iuccedaneum for fugar. The naxiv.es are exceedingly 
fond of it, and make ufc of it as an article of their 
common diet; and our people likewife found it very 
palatable and whoiefomc. Not being able to procure 
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the leaves of this vegetable, we could not afccnain to 
what fpecies,of plant.it belonged; but we fuppofed k 
to be the root of feme kind of fern. 

The natives, of .the Sandw'ich Ifics are doubtlefs of 
tlic fame extraction with the inhabitants of the Fricndlv 
and Society Iflands, of New Zealand, the Marquefas 
and £'idcr Ifland; a race Avhich pofTcires all the known 
lands between the longitudes of 167 deg. and 260 deg. 
E. and between the latitudes of 47 deg. S. and 22 deg! 
N. This faCt, extraordinary at it is, is not only evinced 
by the general refcmblaiice of their perfons, and the 
great dmilai'ity of their ir^ners and cufloms, but feems 
to be edabliflied, beyond all cona-overfy, by the identity 
of-their language. It may nor, perhaps, be very diffi¬ 
cult to conjedurc, from what continent they originally 
emigrated, and by w hat fleps they have did'ufcd thern- 
felvcs over fo iinmenfc a fpacc. They bear flrong 
marks of affinity to fome of the Indian tribes, which 
inhabit the Ladrones and Caroline Ifles; and the fame 
affinity and rcfcriiblancei may alfo be traced among the 
.Malays and the Battas. At what particular time thefe 
rnigrations happened is lefs eafy to afccrtaiii; the pe¬ 
riod, in all probability, was not very late, as they are 
very populous, and have no tradition refpeding thei^ 
own origin, but what is wholly fabujo^s; though, on 
the other hand, the fimplicity which is dill prevalent in 
their manners and habits of life, and the unadultcrared 
date of their general language, feem to demond rate, that 
it could not have been at any very remote period. The 
natives of the Sandwich Iflands, in general, exceed the 
middle fize, and arc well made. They walk in a very 
graceful manner, run w'ith confidcrable agility, and arc 
capable of enduring a great degree of fatigue: but, 
upon the whole,, the men are inferior with rc'pedt to 
activity and drength, to the inhabitants of the Friendly . 
Iflands, and the women are lefs delicate in the forma¬ 
tion of their limbs than the Otaheitean females. Their 
complexion is fomewhat darker than that of the Orar- 
heiteans; and they are not altogether fo handfome in 
their perfons as the natives of the Society Ifles. Many 
of both fexes, however, had fine open countenances; 
and the women, in particular, had white wcll-fct teeth, 
good eyes, and an engaging fw’eetncfs and fenfibility of 
look. The hair of thedr people is of a brownifh black, 
neither uniformly curling, like that of die African Ne¬ 
groes, nor uniformly dfaight, as among the Indiaivs of 
America; but varying, in thisrefpetd, like the hair of Eu¬ 
ropeans. There is one flriking peculiarity in the features 
of every part of this great nation; which is, that, even 
in the mod handfome faces, there is always obfcrvable, 
a fulnefs of the noflril, withoux any flatnefs or fpread- 
ingof the nofe, that didmguilhes them from the inha¬ 
bitants of Europe. Jt is not w holly improbable, that 
this may be the cflefl of their cudomary method of falu- 
tation, which is performed by prefling together the ex¬ 
tremities of their nofes. The fame fuperiprity that we 
generally obferved at other iflands in the perfons of the 
Erccs, is likewife fo.uqd here. Thofe that were feen 
by us w’ere pcrfe<dly well formed; whereas the lower 
clafs of people, bc,ljide$ their gcncraf inferiority, arefub- 
jc^l’ CO all the variety of figure and make, that is met 
with in the populace of otlier pares of the world. But 
w;c met with, mo re. frequent inftanccs of deformity here, 
than in any of the other iflands we vifited. VFhilc we, 
were .cruifing off Owhyhee, two dwarfs came on board; 
qnc.of whom was an old man, of the height of four 
f^t two inches, but very well proportioned; and the 
other was a woman, nearly of die fame dature. We 
afterwards faw, among the natives, three who were 
hump-backed, and a young man wffio had been defli- 
tutc of hands and feet, from the very moment of his 
Birth. Squinting;is alfo common among them; and a 
man, who, they told us, had been born blind, was 
brought to us for the purpofe of being cured. Bcfides 
thefe particular defers; they are, in general, extremely 
fubjcdl to boils and ulcers, which fome of us aferibed 
to the great quantity of fait they ufually cat with thci^r 
fifli and flcfli. Though the Erces arc free from thefe 
complaints, many of them experience dill more dread¬ 
ful effects from the too frequent ufe of the ava. 1 hofe 
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who were the mon affetfled by it, had their eyes red and 
inflamed, their limbs emaciated, their bodies covered 
with a vvhitifh fcurf, and their whole frame trembling 
and paralytic, attended with a difability of railing their 
heads. 

Though it does not appear that this drug univerfally 
fhortens life, (for Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and fevcral other 
chiefs, were far advanced in years) yet it invariably 
brings on a premature and dccrepid old age. It is a 
fortunate circumflance for the people, that the ufe of it 
is made a peculiar privilege of the chiefs. The young 
fon of Terreeoboo, who did not exceed 12 or 13 years 
of ac^e, frequently boafled of his being admitted to drink 
avafand fliewed us, with marks of exultation, a fmall 
fpot in his fide that was beginning 10 grow fcaly. When 
Captain Cook firfl: vilited the Society Ides, this perni¬ 
cious drug was very little known among them. In his 
fecond voyage, he found it greatly in vogue at Ulietea; 
but it had ftlll gained little ground at-Otaheite. During 
the laft time we were there, the havock it had made 
was almofl: incredible, infomuch that Captain Cook 
fcarcc recognized many of his former acquaintances. It 
is alfo conftantly drank by the chiefs of the Friendly 
Ifles, but fo much diluted with water, that it fcarcely 
produces any bad confequenccs. At Atooi, likewife, 
it is ufed with great moderation; and the chiefs of that 
ifland are, on this account, a much finer fet of men, 
than thofeofthe neighbouring iflands. It was remarked 
by us, that, upon dilcontinuing the ufe of this root, its 
noxious cfic6ts quickly wore off. We prevailed upon 
our friends Kaoo and Kaireekeea, to abftain from it; 
and they recovered fuiprifingly during the fliort time 
we afterwards remained among them. 

It may be thought, that to form any probable con- 
iedlurcs with regard to the population of iflands, with 
'many parts of which wc have but an imperfed acquain¬ 
tance, to be a tafk highly difficult. There are two cir- 
cumftances, however, which remove much of this ob- 
je<Tion. One is, that the interior parts of the country 
are almofl: entirely uninhabited : if, therefore, the num¬ 
ber of thofe who inhabit the parts adjoining to the 
coafl, beafeertained, the whole will be determined with 
fome degree of accuracy. The other circumftance is, 
that there are no towns of any confiderable extent, the 
houfes of the iflanders being pretty equally fcatcered in 
fmall villages round afl their coaffs. On thefe grounds 
\ve fhall veiiture at a rough calculation of the number 
of perfons in this clufler of iflands. 

Karakakooa bay, in Owhyhce, is about three miles 
in extent, and comprehends four villages of about 80 
houfes each, upon an average, in all 320; befides many 
ifraggling habitations, which may make the whole a- 
moiint to 350. If we allow fix people to each houfe, 
the country about the bay will then contain 2,100 pei- 
fons. To thefe we may add 50 families, or 300 fouls, 
which we imagine to be nearly the number employed 
among the plantations in the interior parts of the 
ifland; making, in all, 2,400. If this number be ap¬ 
plied to the whole coaft round the ifland, a quarter be¬ 
ing dedudted for the uninhabited parts, it will be found 
to contain 150,000 peiTons. The other Sandwich 
Iflands, by the fame method of calculation, will appear 
to contain the following number of inhabitants: Mowee, 
65,400; .\tooi, 54,000; Morotoi, 36,000; Woahoo, 
60,200; Ranai, 20,400; Oneeheou, io,ooo; and Oree- 
houa, 4,000. Thefe numbers, including the 150,000 
in Owhyhce, will amount to 400,000. In this compu¬ 
tation we have by no means exceeded the truth in the 
total amount. 

Wc mull confefs, notwithfianding the great lols we 
fuaained from’thcfudden refentmentand violcnceof thefe 
iflanders, that they are of a very mild and afl'edtionate dif- 
pofltion, equally remote*from the diflant gravity anJ re- 
ferveof the natives of the Friendly Ifles, and the extreme 
volatility of the Otaheiteans. They feem to live in the 
greateft friendfliip and harmony with each other. 
women who had children, {hewed a^ remarkable affec¬ 
tion for them, and paid them a particular and conflant 
attention ; and the men, with a willingncfs that did ho¬ 
nour to their feelings, frequently atibrded their affiuancc 


in thofe domeflic employments. We muff, however, re¬ 
mark, that they are greatly inferior to the inhabitants 
of the other iflands, in that beft criterion of civilized 
manners, the refpe^ paid to the female fex. Here the 
women are not only deprived of the privilege of eating 
with the men, but are forbidden to feed on the beff forts 
of provifions. Turtle, pork, fcveral kinds of fifh, and 
fomc fpecics of plantains, are denied them; and we 
were informed, that a girl received a violent beating, 
for having eaten, while file was on board one of our fliips, 
a prohibited article of food. With regard to their do- 
meffic life, they feem to live almofl wholly by them- 
felvcs, and meet with little attention from the men, 
though no inffances of perfonal ill-treatment were ob- 
ferved by us. We have already had occalioii to men¬ 
tion the great kindnefs and hofpitality, with which they 
treated us. Whenever w'c went alliore, there was a con¬ 
tinual ffruggle who fliould be moll fojwvard in offering 
little prefents for our acceptance, bringing provifions 
and rcfrefliments, or teffifying fbme other mark of re- 
fped. The aged perfons conffantly received us with 
tears of joy, appeared to be highly gratified with being 
permitted to touch us, and were frequently drawing 
comparifons betw^een us and ihemfelves, with marks of 
extreme humility. The young women, likewilc, were 
exceedingly kind and engaging, and attached them- 
felves to us, without referve, till they perceived, not- 
withffanding all our endeavours to prevent it, that they 
had caufe to repent of our acquaintance. It muff, how¬ 
ever, be obferved, that thefe females were, in all proba¬ 
bility, of the inferior clafs; for we fiiw very few women 
of rank during our continuance here. Thelc people, 
in point of natural capacity, are, by no means, below 
the common ftandard of the human race. The excel¬ 
lence of their manufactures, and their improvements 
in agriculture, are doubtlefs adequate to their fituation 
and natural advantages. The eagernefs of curiofity, 
with which they ufed to attend the armourer’s forge, 
and the various expedients which they had invented, 
even before our departure from thefe iflands, for work¬ 
ing the iron obtained from ns, into fuch forms as vyere 
beft calculated for their piirpofes, were ftrong indica¬ 
tions of docility and ingenuity. Our unhappy friend, 
Kaneena, was endowed w'ith a remarkable quicknefs of 
conception, and a great degree of judicious curiofity. 
He w'as extremely inquifitive wuth refped to our man¬ 
ners and cuftoms. He enquired after our fovereign; 
the form of our government; the mode of conffrudling 
ourffiips; the produ(!:lions of our country; our num¬ 
bers; our method of building houfes; whether we waged 
any wars; with whom, on what occafions, and in what 
particular manner they were carried on; who was our 
deity; befides many other queftions of a limilar import, 
which feemed to indicate a comprehenfive underftand- 
jpg. We obferved two inffances of perfons difordered 
in their fenfes; the one a woman at Oneeheow, the other 
a man at Owhyhee. From the extraordinary rerpeeff and 
attention paid to them, it appeared, that the opinion of 
their being divinely infpired, which prevails among 
moft of the oriental nations, is alfo countenanced 
here. 

We arc inclined to think, that the pradice of feed¬ 
ing on the bodies of enemies, was orlg/nally prevalent 
in all the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, though it is not 
known, by pofitive and dccifive evidence, to exift in 
any of them, except New-Zealand. The offering up 
human vidims, which is manifeffly a relique of this 
barbarous cuftom, ffill univerfally obtains among thefe 
iflanders; and it is not difficult to conceive why the in¬ 
habitants of New-Zealand fliould retain the repaff, 
which was, perhaps, the concluding part of thefe hor¬ 
rid rites, for a longer period than the reft of their tribe, 
who were fituated in more fertile regions. As the Sand¬ 
wich iflanders, both in their perfons and difpofition, 
bear a nearer refemblanCc ro the New-Zealanders, than 
to any other people of this very extenfive race, Mr. 
Anderfon was ffrongly inclined to fufped, that, like 
them, they are ffill cannibals. The evidence, which 
induced him to entertain this opinion, has been al¬ 
ready laid down; but, as Mr. King had great doubts of 
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the juflnefs of his conclufions, we fliall mention the 
grounds on which he ventured to differ from him. 
With regard to the intelligence received on this head 
from the natives themfelves, it may not be improper 
to obferve, that mod of the officers on board took great 
pains to enquire into fo curious a circumdanccj and 
that, except in the inftances above referred to, the 
iflanders invariably denied that any fuch pradice ex- 
ifted among them. Though Mr. Anderfon’s fuperior 
knowledge of the language of thofe people, ought cer¬ 
tainly to give confiderable weight to his judgment, yet, 
when he examined the man who had the little parcel, 
containing a piece of faltcd flcfh, Mr. King, who was 
prefent on that occafion, was ftrongly of opinion, that 
the figns made ufe of by the iflander intimated nothing 
more, than that it was defigned to be eaten, and that 
it was very agreeable or wholeforne lo the domach. In 
this fentiment Mr. King was confirmed, by a circum- 
dance of which he was informed, after the dcceafe of 
his ingenious friend Mr. Anderfon, namely, that mod 
of the inhabitants of thefe iflands carried about with 
them a fmall piece of raw pork, well faded, either put 
in a calibafli, or wrapped up in fome cloth, and fadened 
round the waid: this they edeemed a great delicacy, 
and would frequently tade it. With regard to the con- 
fufion the lad was in, (for his age did not exceed 16 or 
18 years) no perfon could have been furprized at it, who 
had been witnefs of the earned and eager manner in 
which Mr. Anderfon interrogated him. Mr. King 
found it lefs eafy to controvert the argument deduced 
from the ufe of the indrument made with lhark's teeth, 
which is of a fimilar form with that ufed by the New- 
Zealandcrs for cutting up the bodies of their enemies. 
Though he believed it to be an undoubted fad:, that they 
never make ufe of this indrument in cutting theflediof 
other animals, yet as the pradice of facrificing human 
vidims, and of burning the bodies of the llain,di!l pre¬ 
vails here, he confidered it as not altogether improba¬ 
ble, that the ufe of this knife (if it may be fo denomi¬ 
nated) is retained in thofe ceremonies. He was, upon 
the whole, inclined to imagine, and particularly from 
the lad-mentioned circumdance, that the horrible cuf- 
tom of devouring human flefh has but lately ceafed in 
thefe and other illands of the Pacific Ocean. Omiah ac- 
knowledged, that his countrymen, indigated by the fury 
of revenge, would fometimes tear with their teeth the 
flcfli of their flain enemies; but he peremptorily denied 
that they ever cat it. The denial is a drong indication 
that the pradice has ceafed; for in New-Zealand, where 
it is dill prevalent, the natives never fcruplcd to con- 
fefs it. 

The natives of the Sandwich Iflands, almod univer- 
fally permit their beards to grow. There were, how¬ 
ever, a few who cut od' their beard entirely, among 
whom was the aged king; and others wore it only on 
their upper-lip. The fame variety that is found among 
the other iflanders of this ocean, with refped to the 
mode of wearing the hair, is likewife obfervable here. 
They have, befidcs, a falhion which feems to be pecu¬ 
liar to themfelves: they cut it clofe on each fide of their 
heads, down to their ears, and leave a ridge, of the 
breadth of a fmall hand, extending from the forehead 
to the neck; which, when the hair is pretty thick and 
curling, refembles, in point of form, the cred of the hel¬ 
met of an ancient w'arrior. Some of them wear great 
quantities of falfe hair, flowing in long ringlets down 
their backs; while others tic it into one round bunch 
on the upper part of their heads, nearly as large as the 
head itfelf; ami fome into fix or feven feparate bunches. 
They ufe, for the purpofe of daubing or fmearing their 
hair, a greyiffi clay, mixed with fhells reduced to pow¬ 
der, which they keep in balls, and chew into a fort of 
pade, whenever they intend to make ufe of it. This 
compofition preferves the fmoothnefs of the hair, and 
changes it, in procefs of time, to a pale yellow. Neck¬ 
laces, confiding of drings of fmall variegated Ihells, are 
worn by both men and women. They alfo wear an or¬ 
nament, about two inches in length, and half an inch 
in breadth, fliaped like the handle of a cap, and made 
of done, w'ood, or ivory, extremely well ^liflied: this 
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is hung round the neck by fine threads of twided hair 
which arc fometimes doubled an hundred fold. Some 
of them, indead of this ornament, wear a fmall human 
figure on their bread, formed of bone, and fufpended 
in a fimilar manner. Both fexes make ufe of the fan 
or fly-flap, by way of ufe and ornament. The moll 
common fort is compofed of cocoa-nut fibres, tied 
loofely in bunches, to the top of a polillicd handle* The 
tail-feathers of the cock, and thofe of the tropic-bird 
are ufed for the fame purpofe. Thofe that are mod in 
edeem, arc fuch as have the handle formed of the leg or 
arm bones of an enemy killed in battle: thefe are pre- 
ferved with extraordinary care, and are handed dmvn 
from father to fon, as trophies of the highed value. The 
pradlice of tatooing, or punfluring the body, prevails 
among thefe people; and, of all the iflands in this ocean 
it is only at New-Zealand, and the Sandwich Ifles,that 
the face is tatooed. There is this difference between 
thefe two nations, that theNew-Zealanders perform this 
operation in elegant fpiral volutes, and the Sandwich 
Iflanders in drait lines that interfeefl each other at right 
angles. Some of the natives have half their body, from 
head to foot, tatooed, which gives them a mod linking 
appearance. It is generally done with great neatnefs 
and regularity. Several of them have only an arm thus 
marked; others, a leg; fome, again, tatoo both an arm 
and a leg; and others only the hand. The hands and 
arms of the women are pundlured in a very neat man¬ 
ner; and they have a remarkable cudoin of tatooing 
the tip of the tongues of fome of the females. We had 
fome rcafon to imagine, that the pradice of punduring 
is often intended as a fign of mourning, on the deccafe 
of a chief, or any other calamitous occurrence: for we 
were frequently informed, that fuch a mark was in me¬ 
mory of fuch a chief; and fo of the others. The peo¬ 
ple of the lowed order arc tatooed with a particular 
mark, which diflinguiflies them as the property of the 
chiefs to w'hom they are refpedively fubjed. 

The common drefs of the men of all ranks confids, 
in general, of a piece of thick cloth, called the maro, a- 
bout a foot in breadth, which pafles between the legs, 
and is fadened round the waid. Their mats, which are 
of various fizes, but, for the mod parr, about five feet in 
length, and four in breadth, are thrown over their fhoul- 
ders, and brought forward before. Thefe, however, are 
, rarely made ufe of, except in time of war, for which 
purpofe they appear to be better calculated than for 
common ufe, fince they arc of a thick heavy texture, 
and capable of breaking the blow of a done, or of any 
blunt weapon. They generally go bare-footed, except 
when they travel over burnt flones, on which occafion 
they fecure their feet with a kind of fandal, which is 
made of cords, twided from cocoa-nut fibres. Befides 
their ordinary drefs, there is another, which is appro¬ 
priated to their chiefs, and worn only on extraordinary 
occafions. It confids of a feathered cloak and cap, or 
helmet, of uncommon beauty and magnificence. This 
drefs having been minutely deferibed, in a former part 
of our w'ork, we have only to add, that thefe cloaks are 
of different lengths, in proportion to the rank of the 
perfon who wears them; fome trailing on the ground, 
and others no lower than the middle. The chiefs of 
inferior rank have likewife a fhort cloak, w hich refem- 
blcs the former, and is made of the long tail-feathers of 
the cock, the man-of-war bird, and the tropic-bird, 
having a broad border of fmall yellow and red feathers, 
and alfo a collar of the fame. Others are compofed of 
white feathers, with variegated borders. The cap, or 
helmet, has a flrong lining of wicker-work, fufficient to . 
break the blow' of any w^arlike weapon; for which pur¬ 
pofe it appears to be intended. Thefe feathered drelies 
feemed to be very fcarcc, and to be worn only by the 
male fex. During our whole continuance in Karakakooa 
Bay, we never obferved them ufed, except on three oc- 
cafions; firfl, in the remarkable ceremony of Terrceo- 
boo’s firfl vifit to our fhips; fecondly, by fome chiefs, 
who appeared among the crow’d on fliore, when our un¬ 
fortunate Commander was killed; and, thirdly, w'hcn 
his bones were brought to us by Eappo. The flriking 
refeinblance of this habit to the cloak and helmet which 
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the Spaniards formerly wore, excited our curioflty to | 
enquire, whether there might not be fomc rekfdnable 
grounds for imagining that it had been borrowed from 
them. After all our endeavours to gain information on 
this head, we found, that the natives had no immediate 
acquaintance with any other people whatever; and chat 
no tradition exifted among them of thefc iflands hav- 
incr ever before received a vifit froiii fuch veffelsas our*s. 
However, notwithftanding the refult of our enquiries 
on this fubjed, the form of this habit feems to be a fuf- 
heient indication of its European origin; particularly 
when we reflcd on another circumftance, \\t. that it is 
a remarkable deviation from the general agreement of 
drefs, which is prevalent among the fcveral branches 
of this great tribe, dirperfed over the Pacific Ocean. 
From this conclufion, w^e were induced to fuppofe, that 
fomc Buccaneer, or Spanifh fhip, might have been 
wrecked in the neighbourhood of thefc iflands. When 
it is confidered, that the courfe of the Spanifli trading 
veflcls from Acapulco to Manilla, is not many degrees 
to the S. of Sandwich Ifles, in their palTagc out, and to 
the N.on their return,thisfuppofitioii will not, we think, 
dc deemed improbable. 

In the common drefs of the men, and that of the 
women, there is very little difference. The latter wear 
a piece of cloth wrapped round the waift, which dc- 
feends half way down their thighs j and fonletibics, 
during the cool'of the evening, they throw loofc pieces 
of tine cloth over their Ihoulders, like the females of 
Otaheite. They have another kind of drefs called the 
pan, which the younger part of the fex often wear: it 
conlirts of the thinnell and fineft cloth, wrapped fe^ 
veral times about the middle, and reaching down to the 
Ico-; fo that it has the appearance of a full Ihort petti¬ 
coat. They cut their hair, and turn it up before, after 
the cuftonVof the New Zealanders and Otaheiteans. 
One woman, indeed, whom wc faw in Karakakooa 
Bay, had her hair arranged in a very fingular manner: 
having turned it up behind, llie brought it over her 
forehead, and doubled it back, fo that it formed a kind 
of (hade to the face, and fomewhat refcmbled a fmall 
bonnet. Befides their necklaces, which are compofed 
of fliells, or of a ffining, hard, red berry, tlicy wear 
dried riowersofthc Indian mallow, formed into wreaths, 
and likcwifc another elegant ornament, termed craic, 
which is fometimesfaftened round the hair iiuhe manner 
of a garland, but is vifually put round the neck; though 
It is worn occafionally in both thefe ways at once. It is a 
kind of ruff, about as thick as a finger, formed with great 
ingenuity, of very fmall feathers, woven clofely toge¬ 
ther, infomuch, that the furfacc may be faid to equal 
the richefl: velvet in fmoothnefs. The ground is, in 
general, red, with alternate circles of black, yellow and 
L’reen. We have already deferibed their bracelets, of 
which they have a great variety. Some of the women 
of Atooi wear fmall figures of the turtle, made very 
jicatly of ivory or wood, fadened on their fingers, in the 
fame manner that rings are worn by us. I'hey have 
likewifc an ornament confiding of (hells, tied in rows 
on a ground of drong net work, fo as to drike againd 
each other, while in motion; which both fexes, when 
they dance, faden either round the ancles, or jud below 
the knee, or round the arm. I’hcf fometimes. indcad 
of (hells, life for this purpofe, the teeth of dogs, and a 
hard red berry. .Another ornament, if it deferves that 
name, is a kind of malk, compofed ot a large gourd, 
hav'ing holes cut in it for the nofe and eyes, Ihc top 
of it is duck full of green twigs, which appear at fome 
didance, like a waving plurnc; and the lower part has 
narrowdripcs of cloth hanging ffoin it, fomewhat rc- 
fcmbling a beard. Thefc malks wc never faw worn but 
on two occalions, and both times by a number of per- 
fons affcmblcd in a canoc. who approached the fide of 
the diip, laughing and making droll gcdiculations. Wc 
could never learn whether they were not alfo made ufe 
of as a defence for the head againd Hones, or in fomc 
of their public fports and games, or were difguiles 
merely for the purpofes of mummery and fport. 

The natives^of Sandwich 1 Hands dwell together in 
fmall tow’ns or villages, which contain trom alx)ut 100 
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to 200 houfes, built pretty clofe to each ether, without 
order oh regularity, and having a winding path that 
leads through them. They arc flanked frequently, to¬ 
wards the fca fide, with loofc detached walls, which arc^ 
in all probability, intended tor (heker and defence. 
Their habitations arc of various dimenfions, from 45 
feet by 24, to 18 by 12. Some are of a larger (i^e, be- 
ing 50 feet in length, 30 iri bicadrh, and entirely open 
at one end. Thefe, vve were inforrhed, were defigned 
for the accommodation of flrdngcrS or travellers, whOfe 
(lay Was likely to be (liort. Some of the bell houfes 
have a court-yard before them, railed in very neatly, 
with fmaller habitations for fervants crcd:ed round it: 
in this area the family iifually cat and (it in the day¬ 
time. In the (ides of the hills, and among the deep 
rocks, we faw fcveral holes or caves, which feemed to 
be inhabited; but the entrance being defended by 
wicker-work, and, in the only one that we- yifited, a 
(lone fence being obferved running acrofs it within, we^ 
fiippofed that they were chiefly intended *is places of 

retreat, in cafe of an^attack from enemies. 

People of an inferiot clafs feed principally on nfli, 
and vegetables, fuch as plantains,.bread-fruit, fweet po¬ 
tatoes, lugar-canes, yams, and taro. To thefe pcrlons 
of fuperior rank add the ficfli of dogs and hogs, dreffed 
after the fame method that is pradticed at the Society 
Ifles. They Iikewife fometimes eat fowlsot a domcflic 
kind ; but thefe, however, are neither plentiful, nor iri 
any degree of eflimatioh. On qur firfl arrival at ^befe 
iflands, yarils, arid bread-fruit, (ecmed fcarce; but, on 
our fecoiid vifit, vve did not find this to be the cafe : it is 
therefore probable, that, as thefc vegetable articles are 
commonly planted in the interior; parts of the couritry, 
the iflandeis might not have fufHcient time fot bring¬ 
ing them down to us, during our (liort continOance iri 
W'ymoa Bay. Their fi(h are (lilted, and preferved irf 
gourd-fliells, not, indeed, with a view erf providing' 

againd an occafional fcarcity, but from the inclinatiorf 

they have for faked provifions; for we found, that the 
chiefs had frequently pieces of pork pickled ^he fame 
manner, which they confidered a$ a great deUcacy. 
Their cookery is much the fanrie as at the Friendly and 
Society Illands; and though fomc of Our people dif- 
likcd their taro puddings, on account of their fournefs, 
others were of a different opinion. It is remarkable, 
that they had not acquired the art of preferving the 
bi'ead-friiit, and making of it the four I^ke, naiwed 
maihee, as is the piadlice at the Society ifles; and it 
afforded us great (iuistaiflioii, that vve had It in our 
power to communicate to them this fccret, in return 
for the generous treatment we received from them. At 
their meals they arc very cleanly; and their method of 
drcffing both their vegetable and animal food, was ac¬ 
knowledged univerfally to be fuperiqr to ours. Yjie 
Erccs begin confiantly their meals with a dofe of the 
cxtrarff of pepper root, or ava, prepar ed in the ufiial 
mode. The women eat apart from the other fex, and 
are prohibited, as before obferved, ffowi feeding oil 
pork, turtle, and fome particular fpccieS of plantains. 
Notwithflianding this interdidlion, they would eat, pri¬ 
vately, pork with us: but we could never prevail on 
them to tafic the two latter articles of food. They ge¬ 
nerally rife with the fun; and having enjoyed the cool 
of the evening, retire to their repole a few hours after 
fun-fet. The Erccs ai-c employed in making canoes, 
and mats; the Towtows are chiefiy engaged in their 
plantations, and in filhing; and the women in the ma- 
nufaduic of cloth. They a mu fe themfclves, m thcif 
leifurc hour's, with various diverfions. The youth of 
both fexes arc fond of dancing; and on more folemn 
occafions, they entertain rhemlelvcs with Wrefllirig and 
boxing matches, performed alter the manner of the 
natives of the Friendly Iflivnds; to whom, however, 
they arc greatly inferior in thefc rcfpcdls. Their dances, 
which bear a greater refemblance to thofe of the New 
Zealanders, than of the Friendly or Society Ifiaridcrs, 
ai'c introduced with a folemn kind of fong, in which tlic 
whole number join, at the fame time moving flowly 
their legs, and ftriking gently their breaks; their atti¬ 
tudes and manner being very eafy and gracefuk So 
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far they rcfemble the dancers of the Society Iflands. 

After this has continued about the fpaccof ten minutes, 
they quicken gradually their motions and the tune, and 
do notdclifl: till they are opprefled with fatigue. This 
part of the performance is the counter-part of that of 
the inhabitants of New Zealand ; and, as among ihofe 
people, the perfon whofe a6lion is the moll violent, and 
who continues this exercife the longed, is applauded by 
the fpecflators as the bed dancer. It mud be remarked, 
that, in this dance, the females only engage; and that 
the dances of the men refemble thofe we faw of the. 
finall parties at the Friendly Iflcs; and which may, 
perhaps, more properly, be termed the accompany- 
ment of fongs, with the correfpondent motions of the 
whole body. But as we faw fome boxing exhibitions, 
of the fame kind with thofe we had fecn at the Friendly 
Ides, it is not improbable, that they had here likewife 
their grand dances, w'herein both men and women were 
performers. Their mude, on thefe, and other occa- 
fions, is of a rude kind; for the only indruments, we 
obferved among them, were druiiis of various lizes. 
Their fongs, however, which they arc faid to ling in 
parts, and which they accompany with a gentle mo¬ 
tion of their arms, like thofe of the inhabitants of the 
Friendly Hies, have a very plealing effc(d. 

Thefe people are greatly addided to gambling. One 
of their games refcmbles our game of draughts; bur, 
from the number of fquarcs, it feems to be much more 
intricate. The board is of the length of about two 
feet, and is divided into 238 fquarcs, 14 in a row. In 
playing they ufe white and black pebbles, which they 
move from one fquare to another. They have a game 
which confids in concealing a done under fome cloth, 
fpread out by one of the parties, and rumpled in fuch 
a manner, that it is difficult to perceive where the done 
lies. The antagonid then drikes, with a dick, that part 
of the cloth where he fuppofes the done to be; and the 
chances being, upon the whole, againd his hitting it, 
odds of all degrees, varying with the opinion of the 
dexterity of the parties, are laid on theoccaiion. Their 
manner of playing at bowls nearly refemblcs that of 
ours. They often entertain thcmfclves with races be¬ 
tween boys and girls, on which they lay wagers with 
great fpirit. We faw a man beating his bread, and 
tearing his hair, in the violence of rage, for having lod 
three hatchets at one of thefe races, which he had pur- 
chafed from us with near half his property a very little 
time before. In fwimming, both fexes are very expert; 
an art that, among thefe people, is deemed ncccdary, 
and is their favourite diverfion. One particular method, 
in which we fometimes faw them amufe themfelves, is 
w'orthy of notice. The furf, that breaks on the coad 
round this bay, extends about 150 yards from the diore; 
and within that fpacc, the furges of the fea arc dafhed 
againd the beach with extreme violence. Whenever 
the impetuolity of the furf is augmented to its greated 
height, they make choice of that time for this amufe- 
inem, which they perform in this manner: about 20 or 
30 of the natives take each a long narrow board, 
rounded at both ends; and fet out in company with 
each other from the Ihore. They plunge under the 
drd wave they meet, and, after they have uidcrcd it to 
roll over them, rife again beyond it, and fwim further 
out into the fea. They encounter the fecond wave in 
the fame manner with the fird. The principal diffi¬ 
culty condds in feizing a favourable opportunity of div¬ 
ing under it; for, if a perfon mi Acs the proper mo¬ 
ment, he is caught by the furf, and forced back with 
great violence; and his utmod dexterity is required, to 
prevent his being daflied againd the rocks. When in 
confcqncncc .ot thefe repeated efforts, they have gamed 
the fmooth water beyond the furf, they recline them- 
felvcs at length upon the boards, and prepare for their 
return to fhore. The furf being compofed of a number 
of waves, of which every third is obferved toibe con- 
fidcrably larger than the red, and to flow higher upon 
the lliore, while the others break in the intermediate 
tpacc; their firdobjedis to place themfelves on the 
top of the larged furge, which drives them along with 
adonilliing rapidity towards the land. If, by midake, 


they diould place themfelves on one of the fmaller 
waves, which breaks before they gain the fl'ore, or 
fliould find themfelves unable to keep their board in a 
proper direction on the upper part of the fwell, ihcy re. 
main expofed to the fury of the next; to avoid which 
they are under the neceffity of diving again, and reco¬ 
vering the place from whence they fet out. Thofe wiio 
fuccecd in reaching the diore, arc dill in a very hazard¬ 
ous fituation. As the coad is defended by a chain of 
rocks, with a finall opening between them in fcveral 
places, they are obliged to deer ihcir plank through 
one of thefe openings ; or, in cafe of ill fuccefs in that 
refpeed, to quit it before they reach the rocks, and,div¬ 
ing under the wave, make their \ray back again as* well 
as they are able. I his is confidered as highly difgrace- 
ful, and is attended with the lofs of the plank, w hich wc 
have feen daflicd to pieces, at the very indant the native 
quitted it. The amazing courage and addrefs, with 
w'hich they perform thefe dangerous atchievements are 
almod incredible. The following accident evinces, at 
'how early a period they are fo far accudomed to the 
w ater, as to lofe all apprehenfions of its perils, and even 
fet them at defiance. A canoe, in which was a woman 
and her children, happening to overfet, one of the chil¬ 
dren, an infant of about four years old, appeared to be 
greatly delighted, fwimming about at its cafe, and play¬ 
ing a number of tricks, till the canoe was brought to 
its former pofirion. Among the amufements of the 
children, we obferved one that was frequently played at, 
and which dicwed a confiderable fliaie of dexterity. 
I'hey takeadiort dick, through one extremity whereof 
runs a peg Ibarpcned at both ends, extending about an 
inch on each fide, then throwing up a ball, formed of 
green leaves moulded together, and fadened with tw'inc, 
they catch it on one of the points of the peg ; im¬ 
mediately after which, they throw it up again from the 
peg, then turn the dick round, and catch the bad on the 
other point of the peg. Thus, for fome time, they con¬ 
tinue catching it on each point of the peg alternately, 
without miffing it. They are equally expert at another 
diverfion of a (imilar nature, throwing up in the air, 
and catching, in their turns, many of thefe balls; and 
we have often feen little children thus keep five balls in 
motion at once. This latter game is alfo praidifed by 
the young people of the Friendly Iflcs. The figure 
and dimenfions of the clmoes, fecn by us at Atooi, have 
been already deferibed. Thofe bclo#iging to the other 
Sandwich Iflands were made cxadlly in the fame man¬ 
ner ; and the larged we faw was a double one, the pro¬ 
perty of Tcrrecoboo, meafuring 70 feet in length, 12 in 
breadth, and between 3 and 4 in depth; and each was 
hollowed out of one tree. Their method of naviga¬ 
tion, as well as that of agriculture, rcfemble thofe of 
the other idands in the Pacific Ocean. They have 
made confiderable proficiency in the art of fculpturc, 
and in painting or daining cloth. The mod curious 
fpccimens of their fculpturc, that we had an opportu¬ 
nity of obferving, were thew'oodcn bowls, in which the 
Erccs drink ava. Theft arc, in general, eight or ten 
inches in diameter, perfeiflly round, and extremely well 
polidied. They are fuppoited by three or four fmall 
human figures, rcprcfcntcd in different attitiidc.s. Sorhc 
of them red on the dioulders of their fupporters; 
others on the hands, extended over the head; and fome 
on the head and hands. The figures are very neatly 
finidicd, and accurately proportioned; even the ana¬ 
tomy of the mufcles is well expreffed. 

Their cloth is manufadlurcd in the fame manner as at 
the Society and Friendly Ifiands. That which they 
intend to paint, is of adrongand thick texture, fcvc- 
ral folds being beaten and incorporated together; after 
w hich they cut it in breadths, two or three feet wide, 
and then paint it in a great variety of pattern.^, with 
fuch regularity and comprchenlivenels of defign, as 
(hew an extraordinary portion of tadc and fancy. The 
exatdnefs w ith w'hich the mod intricate patterns arc con¬ 
tinued, is really adonidiing, as they have no darnp^, 
and as the whole is performed by the eye, w’ith a piece 
of bamboo cane dipped in paint; the hand being flip- 
ported by another piece of the fame fort of cane- 
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They extrad their colours from the fame berries, and 
other vegetable articles, which are made ufe of at Oca- 
heite for this purpofe. The operation of Raining or 
painting their cloth, is confined to the females, and is 
denominated kipparec. They always called our writing 
by this name. The young women would frequently 
take the pen from our hands, and (hew us that they 
were as well acquainted with the ufe of it as we our- 
felves; telling us, at the fame time, that our pens were 
inferior to theirs. They conlidered a manufeript flieet 
of paper as a piece of cloth ftriped after the mode of 
our country; and it was with the greateft difficulty 
that we could make them underftand that our figures 
contained a meaning in them, which theirs was dcRi- 
tute of. Their mats they make of the leaves of the 
pandanus ; and thefe, as well as their cloths, are 
beautifully worked in various patterns, and Rained 
with divers colours. Some of them have a ground of 
Rraw-colour, embcIliRied with green fpots : others are 
of a pale green, fpotted with fquares, or rhomboids, of 
red ; and fome arc ornamented with elegant Rripcs, ei¬ 
ther in ftrait or waved lines of red and brown. In this 
branch of manufadure, whether we regard the finencfs, 
beauty, or Rrength, thefe illandcrsmiay be faid to excel 
the whole world. Their fifhing hooks are of various fizes 
and figures; but thofe that are principally made ufe of 
arc about two or three inches in length, and are formed 
in the lliape of a fmall fifli, ferving as a bait, with a 
bunch of feathers faRened to the head or tail. They 
make their hooks of bone, mother-of-pearl, or wood, 
pointed and barbed with little bones, or tortoife-fliell. 
Thofe with which they fifii for Riarks, are very large, 
being, in general, of the length of fix or eight inches. 
Confidering the materials of which thefe hooks arc com- 
pofed, their neatnefs and Rrength are amazing; and, 
indeed, upon trial, we found tliem fuperior to our own. 
Of the bark of the toota, or cloth-tree, neatly twiRcd, 
they form the line which they ufe for fithing, for mak¬ 
ing nets, and for fome other purpofes. It is of dif¬ 
ferent degrees of finenefs, and may be continued to 
any length. They have alfo a fort, made of the bark 
of a Rirub, named areemah; and the fineR is compo- 
fed of human hair: this laR, however, 4 s chiefly made 
ufe of in the way of ornament. They likewife make 
cordage of a Rronger kind, from cocoa-nut fibres, for 
the rigging of their canoes. Some of this, which w^as 
purchafed by us for our own ufe, was found to be well 
calculated for the fmaller kinds of running rigging. 
They alfo manufadlure another fort of cordage, w'hich 
is flat, and extremely Rrong, and is principally ufed for 
the purpofe of lafliing the roofs of their houfes. This 
laR is not twiRed after the manner of the former forts, 
but is formed of the fibrous Rrings of the coat of the 
cocoa-nut, plaited with the fingers, in the fame manner 
which is pradlifed by our fcamen in making their points 
for the reefing of fails. 

Their gourds are applied to various domeRic purpo¬ 
fes. Thefe grow to Rich an enormous magnitude, that 
fome of them will contain from ten to a dozen gallons. 
In order to adapt them the better to their refpedtive ufes, 
they take care to give them different fliapes, by faRening 
bandages round them during their growth. Thus fome 
of them are in the form of a difli, ferving to hold their 
puddings, vegetables, and falted provifions : others are 
of alongcylindrical form, and ferve to contain their fifh¬ 
ing tackle; which two forts are furniflicd with neatclofe 
covers, made alfo of the gourd. Others are in the Riape 
of a long-necked bottle; and, in thefe water is kept. 
They fcorc them frequently wdth a heated inRriiment, 
(b as to communicate to them the appearance of being 
painted, in a great variety of elegant deligns. 
pans in which they make their fait, are made of earth 
lined with clay, and are in general fix or eight feet 
fquare, and about two thirds of a foot in depth. They 
arc elevated on a bank of Rones, near the high-water¬ 
mark, whence the fait water is conducted to the bottom 
of them, in trenches, out of which they are filled ; and 
in a Ihort time the fun performs the proeefs of the eva¬ 
poration. The fait we met with at Onceheow and 
Atooi, during our firR vific, w'as brownifli, and rather I 


dirtyi; but that which we afterw^ards procured in Kaia- 
kakooa Bay, was white, and of an excellent quality. Wc 
obtained an ample fupply of it, infomuch that, bcfides 
the quantity ufed by us in faking pork, we filled all our 
empty calks with it. 

The warlike weapons of the inhabitants of thefe 
iflands are daggers, which they call by the name of pa- 
hooa, fpears, flings, and clubs. The pahooa is made 
of a black, heavy wood, that refembles ebony. It is 
commonly from one to two feet in length, and has a 
Rring palling through the handle, by which it is fuf- 
pended from the arm. The blade is fomewhat rounded 
in the middle: the lides are lharp, and terminate in a 
point. This oflenfive weapon is intended for clofe en¬ 
gagements, and in the hands of the natives is a very de- 
Rrudtive one. Their fpears are of two kinds, and are 
formed of hard wood, which, in its appearance, is not 
unlike mahogany. One fort is from fix to eight feet in 
length, well polillied, and increafing gradually in thick- 
nefs from the extremity rill w’ithin the diRance of fix or 
(even inches from the^oint, which tapers fuddenly, and 
has five or fix rows of barbs. It is probable that thefe 
are ufed in the w'ay of javelins. The other fort, with 
which the w^arriors we faw at Atooi and Owhyhee were 
chiefly armed, are from 12 to 15 feet in length, and in- 
Read of being barbed, terminate towards the point, in 
the manner of the daggers. Their flings are the fame 
with our common ones, except in this refped, that the 
Rone is lodged on matting, inRead of leather. Their 
clubs arc formed indifferently of fevcral kinds of wood; 
they are of various fizes and Riapes, and of rude w'ork- 
manfliip. 

The inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands are divided 
into three claffes. The Erees, or chiefs of each diRrid, 
arc the firR; and one of thefe is fuperior to the reR, who 
is called, at Owhyhee, Eree-taboo, and Ercc-Moee, the 
firR name exprefling his authority, and the latter ligni- 
fying that, in his prefence all muR proRrate thcmfclvcs. 
Thofe of the fecond clafs appear to enjoy a right of 
property, but have no authority. Thofe who compofc 
the third clafs, are called Towtows, or fervants, and 
have neither rank nor property. The fuperior power 
and diRindtion of Terreeoboo, the Erce-taboo of Owhy¬ 
hee, was fufficiently evident from his reception at Kara- 
kakooa, on his firR arrival. The inhabitants all proRra- 
ted themfelves at the entrance of their houfes, and the 
canoes were tabooed, till he difeharged the interdidt. 
He was then jufl returned from Mo wee, an ifland he 
was contending for, in behalf of his fon, Teewarro, 
whofe wife was the only child of the king of that place, 
againRTahcctcrree, hisfurviving brother. Tn this expe¬ 
dition he was attended by many of his warriors; but we 
could never learn whether they fervedhim as volunteers, 
or whether they held their rank and property under 
that tenure. That the fubordinate chiefs are tributary 
to him, is evidently proved in the inRance of Kaoo, 
which has been already related. Wc have alfo obferved, 
that the two moR powerful chiefs of the Sandwich 
Iflands, are Terreeoboo and Perreeorannee; the former 
being chief of Owhyhee, and the latter of Woahoo; all 
the fmaller ifles being governed by one of thefe fovc- 
reigns : Mowee was, at this time, claimed by Terrcco- 
boo, for his fon and intended fucceffor; Atooi and Onee- 
heow being in the poffeffionof thegrandfons of Perreeo¬ 
rannee. Without entering into the genealogy of the kings 
of Owhyhee and Mowee, it may be ncceffary to men¬ 
tion, that, when we were firR off Mowee, Terreeoboo 
and his warriors were there, to fupport the claims made 
by his wife, his fon, and his daughter-in law; and a battle 
had then been fought with the oppofite party, in which 
Terreeoboo had been vidlorious. Matters, however, 
\vere afterwards compromifed; Taheeterree was to have 
poffeffion of the three neighbouring iflands, during his 
life; Teewarro to be acknowledged chief of Mowee, 
and to fucceed to Owhyhee, on the death of Terreeoboo, 
together with the three iflands contiguous to Mowee, 
after the deceafd of Taheeterree. Should Teewarro, 
who has lately married his half fiRer, die, and leave no 

I iffue behind him, thofe iflands are to defeend to Maiha- 
maiha, whom we have frequently mentioned, he being 
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the fon of Tcrreeoboo’s dcccafcd brother: and Ihould 

he die without ifTue, it is doubtful who would be the 
fucccflbr, for Tcrrceoboo’s two younger fons, being 
born of a mother who had no rank, would be debarred 
all right of fficcellion. We did not fee Queen Rora- 
rora, whom Terrceoboo had left at Mowce; but we had 
an opportunity of feeing Kance Kabcraia, the mother 
of the two youths of whom he was fo extremely fond. 
Prom what has been already mentioned, it lliould feein 
that their government is hereditary; whence it appears 
probable, that the inferior titles, as w’ell as property, 
defeend in the fam^ channel. Refpedling Perreeo- 
rannee, w’e only dilcovered that he is an Erce-taboo; 
that he w^as, on fome pretence, invading the pofleflion 
of Taheeterree; and that the iilands to the leeward were 
gbverned by his grandfons. 

The Erees appear to have unlimited power over the 
inferior dalles of people; many inftanccs of which oc¬ 
curred daily while we continued among them. On the 
other hand, the people arc implicitly obedient. It is 
remarkable, however, that we n«’er faw the chiefs ex- 
ercife any ads of cruelty, injuflice, or infolence towards 
them; though they put in pradice their power over 
each other, in a mod tyrannical degree: which the two 
following inftances will fully demonllrate. One of the 
lower order of chiefs having Ihew'ii great civility to the 
rnafler of our fliip, when employed on the furvey of 
Karakakooa Bay; Mr. King, fome time afterwards, 
took him on board, and introduced him to Captain 
Cook, who engaged him to dine with us. While at 
table, Pareea entered, whole countenance manifelled the 
higheli indignation at feeing our guefl: fo honourably 
entertained. Hefeized him by the hair of his head', 
and would have dragged him out of thecabbin, if the 
Captain had not interfered. After much altercation, 
we could obtain no other indulgence (without quarrel¬ 
ling with Pareea) than, that our gucll lliould be per¬ 
mitted to remain in the cabbin, on condition that he 
feated himfelf on the floor, while Pareea occupied his 
place at the table. An inftance fomewhat fimilar hap¬ 
pened when Terreeoboo came firft on board the Refolu- 
rion; where Malha-maiha, who attended the king, feeing 
Pareea upon deck, turned him mofl ignominioufly our 
of the flu’p; even though we knew Pareea to be a man 
of the firfl confequcnce in the ifland. Whether the 
Io\ver clafsof people have their property feciired from 
the rapacity of the great, we cannot poflibly fay, but it 
appears to be well protefted againfl theft and depreda¬ 
tion. All their plantations, their houfes, their hogs, 
and their cloth, arc left unguarded, without fear or ap- 
prehenfion of plunderers. In the plain country, they 
feparate their poircflions by walls; and, in the woods, 
where horfe plantains grow, they ufe white flags to dis¬ 
criminate property, in the fame manner as they do 
bunches of leaves at Otaheite. Thefe circumflanccs 
ftrongly indicate, that, where property is concerned, 
the powder of the Erees is not arbitrary, but fo far li¬ 
mited, as to afford encouragement to'the inferior or¬ 
ders to cultivate the foil, which they occupy dillind: 
from each other. 

The information we obtained, refpeefling the admi- 
niflration of juflice is very imperfed. If a quarrel 
arofc among the lower clafs of people, the matter was 
referred to fome chief for his decifion. When an in¬ 
ferior chief had offended one of fuperior rank, his pu- 
niflimcnt was didlated by, and the refulrof, the feelings 
of the fuperior at that moment. If the oflender 
jfhould fortunately efcape the firft tranfports of the 
great man’s rage, he perhaps found means, through 
the mediation of friends, to compound for his offenpe, 
by all, or a part of his effects. As to the religion of 
thefe people, it refcmbles that of the Society and 
Friendly Iilands. In common with each other, they 
have all their Morais, their Whattas, facred orations,, 
bymns, and facrifices. 1 hefc arc convincing proofs 
that their religious rites and tenets arc derived from the 
fame fourcc. The ceremoivics here arc, indeed, longer, 
and more numerous than in the iflands above-men¬ 
tioned ; and thoQgh in all thefe places, the care and per¬ 
formance of their religious rites, is committed to a 


particular clafs of people; yet we had never found k 
regular focietyof priefts, till we arrived at Kakooa in 
Karakakooa Bay. Orono was the title given to the 
principal of this order; a title which feemed to imply 
fomething facred in a high degree, and which almofc re¬ 
ceived adoration in the perfon of Omeeah. The pri¬ 
vilege of holding the principal offices in this order, is 
doubtlefs limited to certain families. Omeeah,/the 
Orono, was Kaoo’s fon, and Kaircekeca’s nephew^ 
Kaircekeea prefided in all religious ceremonies at the 
Moral;in the abfenceof his grandfather: it wasobferved 
likewife, that the fon of Omeeah, an infant of about 
the age of five years, had always a number of attend¬ 
ants, and fuch other marks of diftindion and efteem 
werefhewn him, as we never obferved in any fimilar in- 
ftances. Hence w^e concluded, that his life was an oh- 
jed of much confequence, and that he would eventually 
fuccecd to the high dignity of his father. The title of 
Orono, we have already obferved, was beflowed on Cap¬ 
tain Cook; and it is very certain, that they confidcred 
us as a race of beings fuperior to thcmfelves; fre¬ 
quently repeating that the great Eatooa lived in our 
country. The favourite little idol on the Moral, be¬ 
fore which Captain Cook fell proftratc, is called Koo- 
noorackaicc, and is Terrceoboo's god, which they faid 
refijded alfo among us. An almolt infinite variety of 
thefe images were to be feen, both on the Morais, and 
about their houfes, on which they beftow different 
names; but they certainly were held in very little efti- 
mation; from their contemptuous exprclTions when 
fpeakingof, or to them, and from their expofing them 
to falc for mere trifies; though they generally had one 
particular figure in high favour, to which, while it con¬ 
tinued a favourite, all their adoration was addrefTed. 
They arrayed it in red cloth, beat their drums, and 
chanted hymns before it; placed bunches of red feathers* 
and different vegetables at its feet; and frequently cx- 
pofed a pig ora dog, to rot on the Whatta, near which 
it was placed. In a bay to the fouthward of Karaka¬ 
kooa, a party of us were conduded to a large houfe, in 
which w'e faw the figure of a black man, refting on his 
toes and fingers, and his head inclined backward: the 
limbs were well proportioned, and the whole vas beau¬ 
tifully poliflied. This figure was called Maec; round 
which thirteen others were placed, with Ihapcs rude and 
difforted. Thefe, we were told, were the Earoo's of 
deceafed chiefs, whofe names they repeated. Numbers 
of Wharta’s were feen within this place, with the re¬ 
mains of offerings on many of them. They alfo have 
in their habitations many ludicrous and obfccnc repre- 
fentations by idols, not unlike the Priapus of the an¬ 
cients. Former navigators have remarked, that the 
Society and Friendly Iflanders pay adoration to parti¬ 
cular birds, and it feems to be a cuftom prevalent in 
thefe iflands: ravens may here, perhaps, be objc(ffs of 
worlhip; for Mr. King faw two of thele birds perfetfUy 
tame, and was told they were Eatooas: that gentleman 
offered feveral articles for them, which w ere all re- 
fufed; and he was particularly cautioned not to offend, 
or hurt them. Among their religious ceremonies may 
be claifed the prayers and offerings made by their prieffs 
before their meals. As they always drink ava before 
they begin a repaff, while that is chewing, the fuperior 
in rank begins a fort of hymn, in which he is Toon after 
joined by one or more of the company; the bodies of 
the others arc put in motion, and their hands are cla pped 
together in concert with the fingers. The ava being 
ready, cups of it arc prefented to thofe who do not join 
in the hymn, which are held in their hands till it is con¬ 
cluded; when, with united voice, they make a loud rc- 
fponfe, and drink their ava. The performers arc then 
ferved with fome of it, which they drink, after the fame 
ceremony has been repeated. And, if any perfon of a 
fuperior rank fliould be prefent, a cup is prefented to 
him laft of all; who having chanted for a Ihort time, 
and hearing a refponfe from others, he pours a fmall 
quantity on the ground, and drinks the reft. A piece of 
the ficfli, which has been drefled, is then cut off, and 
together with fome of the vegetables, is placed at the 
foot of the figure of the Eaiooa: and, after another 
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hymn has been chanted, they begin their meal. A ce¬ 
remony, in many refpeds rcfembling this, is alfo per- 
iormed by the chiefs, when they drink ava between 
their regular meals. According to the accounts given 
by the natives, human facrifices are more cpmmon here 
than in any of the iflands we have vifitcd. They have 
rccourfe to thefe horrid rites, on the commencement of 
a war, and previous to a. battle, or any fignal enter- 
prize. The death of every chief demands an offering 
of one or more Towtows; and we were informed not 
lef? than ten were devoted to fuifer, on the deceafe of 
Terrecoboo, the king. But the unhappy vidlims are 
totally unacquainted w'ith their ordained fate; which 
is, to be attacked with large clubs, wherever they may 
happen to bc; and after they arc dead, are conveyed 
to the place where the fubfequent rites are to bc per¬ 
formed. This brings to our remembrance the ikuUs of 
thofe who had been fiicrihced on the deceafe of fomc 
principal chief, and w'ere fixed to the Morai at Kakooa; 
at which village w’e received further information on this 
fubjedl; for we were flicwn a fmall piece of ground, 
within a ftonc fence, which wc were told was a Here- 
cere, or burying-place of a chief. The perfon who gave 
us this information, pointing to one of the corners, 
added; and there lie the tangata and w^aheene-taboo, or 
the man and w'oman who became facrifices at his fune¬ 
ral. The knocking out their fore teeth, may be vvith 
propriety clalfed among their religious cufloms. Molt 
of the common people, and many of the chiefs, had 
loft one or more of them; and this, we underllood, was 
conlidcrcd as a propitiatory facrifice to the Eatooa, to 
avert his anger; and not like the cutting off part of 
the finger at the Friendly Iflands, to exprefs the vio¬ 
lence of their grief at the deceafe of a friend. Concern¬ 
ing their opinions, refpedling a future flate, we had very 
defedlive information. Enquiring of them, whither 
the dead were gone? we w'cre told, that the breath, 
which they feemed to confider as the immortal part, 
was fled to the Eatooa. They feemed alfo to give 
a defeription of fome place, which they fuppofe to be 
the abode of the dead; but vve could not learn, that 
they had any idea of rewards and punilhments. 

Here an explanation of the word Taboo may not be 
improperly introduced. On alking the rcafons of the 
intercourfe being interdidfed, between us and the iflan- 
ders, the day preceding Terreeoboo’s arrival, w'e were 
informed, that the Bay was tabooed. The fame inter- 
didtion took place, by our defire, when we interred the 
remains of Captain Cook. The moff implicit obedi¬ 
ence, in thefe two inffances, was rendered by the na¬ 
tives; but whether on religious principles, or in de¬ 
ference to civil authority, we cannot pretend to deter¬ 
mine. The ground whereon our obfervatories were 
fixed, and the place whereon our mafts were depofited, 
were tabooed, and the operation was equally efficacious. 
This confecration was performed by the priefts only; 
and yet, at our requeff, the men ventured on the fpot 
which was tabooed; whence it ffiould feem they enter¬ 
tained no religious apprehenlions, their obedience be¬ 
ing limited merely to our refufal. No inducements 
could bring the women near us ; on account, it is pre¬ 
fumed, of the Morai adjoining; which they are, at all 
times, prohibited from approaching; not only here, but 
in all the iflands of the fouth Teas, women, it has beenob- 
ferved, are always tabooed, or forbidden to eat certain 
articles of food. We have feen many of them, at their 
meals, have their meat put into their mouths by others; 
and, on our requefting to know the reafon of it, we 
were informed, that they were tabooed, and not per¬ 
mitted to feed themfelves. This prohibition was al¬ 
ways the confcquence of affifting at any funeral, touch¬ 
ing a dead body, and many other occalions. The 
word taboo, is indifferently applied, either to perfons 
or things; as tjie natives are tabooed, the bay is ta¬ 
booed, bcc. This word is alfo exprelffve of any thing 
facred, devoted, or eminent. The king ot Owhyhce 
is called Eree-taboo, and a human victim, tangata-ta- 
boo; and, among the Fnendly Iflanders, 1 onga, where 
the king refides, is called Tonga-taboo. 

With refpc(^t to their marriages, very little can be 
No. 74. 


faid, except that fuch a compadl feems to exiff among 
them. It has already been mentioned, that, w-hen Ter¬ 
recoboo had left his queen Rora-rora, at Mo wee, ano¬ 
ther woman cohabited with him, by whom he had chil¬ 
dren, and feemed particularly attached to her; but 
W'hether polygamy is allowed, or whether it is mixed 
with concubinage, either among the principal or infe¬ 
rior orders, we faw too little of, to warrant any conclu- 
fions. From what we obferved of the domcffic con¬ 
cerns of the lower clafs of people, one man and one 
woman feemed to have the direction of the houfe, and 
the children were fubordinate to them, as in civilized 
countries. The following is the only inffance of any 
thing like jealoufy, which wc have feen among them, 
and which ihews, that, among married women of rank, 
not only fidelity, but even a degree of referve, is re¬ 
quired. At one of their boxing matches, Oineah rofe 
two or three times from his place, and approaching his 
wife, with ftrong marks of dilpleafure, commanded her, 
as we fuppofed, to withdraw. Whether bethought her 
beauty engaged too much of our attention, or whatever 
might bc his motives, there certainly exiffed no real 
caufe of jealoufy. She, however, continued in her place, 
and, at the conclufion of the entertainment, joined our 
party, and even folicited fome trifling prefents. She 
was informed that we had not any about us, but that, if 
file would accompany us to the tent, Ihe Ihould be wel¬ 
come to make choice of what fhe liked. She was, ac¬ 
cordingly, proceeding with US; which being obferved 
by Omcah, he followed in a great rage, feized her by the 
hair, and, with his fills, began to inflict fevere corporal 
punilhment. Flaving been the innocent caufe of this 
extraordinary treatment, we were excccdinglyconcerned 
at it; though w'c underffood it would be highly im¬ 
proper for us to interfere betw^een hulband and wife of 
fuch fuperior rank. The natives, however, at length 
interpoied, and, the next day, we had the fatisfaclion of 
meeting them together, perfeClIy fatisfied with each 
other; bclides, w'hat was extremely fingular, the lady 
would not permit us to rally the hulband on his beha¬ 
viour, which we had an inclination to do; plainly telling 
us, that he had adted very properly. 

We had twice an opportunity, at Karakakooa Bay, 
of feeing a part of their funeral rites. Hearing of the 
death of an old chief, not far from our obfervatories, 
fome of us repaired to the place, where wc behbld a 
number of people affembled. They were feated round 
an area, fronting the houfe where the decca!'ed lay; and 
a man, having on a red feathered cap, came to the door, 
conffantly putting out his head, and making a mod la¬ 
mentable howl, accompanied with horrid grimaces, and 
violent diftortions of the face. A large mat was after¬ 
wards fpread upon the area, and thirteen women and 
two men, who came out of the houfe, far dow'n upon it 
in three equal rows ; three of the women, and the two 
men being in front. The women had feathered ruffs 
on their necks and hands, and their ffioulders were de¬ 
corated with broad green leaves, curioufly fcollopcd. 
Near a fmall hut, at one corner of this area, half a do¬ 
zen boys were placed, waving fmall white banners, and 
taboo Hicks, who would not permit us to approach 
them. Hence we imagined, that the dead body was 
depofited in the hut; but we were afterwards informed 
that it remained in the houfe, where the tricks were 
playing at the door by the man in the red cap. The com¬ 
pany feated on the mat, funga melancholy tune, accom¬ 
panied with a gentle motion of the arms and body. This 
having continued fome time, they put themfelves in a 
pofture between kneeling and fitting, and their arms 
and bodies into a moff rapid motion, keeping pace, at 
the fame time, with the mulic. Thefe laft exertions 
being too violent to continue, at intervals they had 
flower motions. An hour having palFcd in thefe cere¬ 
monies, more mats were fpread upon the area, when 
the dead chiefs widow, and three or four other elderly 
women came out of the houfe with flow and folemn 
pace; and, feating themfelves before the company, be¬ 
gan to moan molt bitterly, in which they were joined 
by the three rows of women behind them; the two men 
appearing melancholy and penfive. They continued 
7 P thus. 
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with little variation, till late in the evening, when wc left 
them; and, at day-light, in the morning, the people 
were difperfed, and every thing appeared perfedtly 
quiet. We were then given to underhand, that the 
body wjis removed; but we could not learn how it was 
difpofed of. While we were direding our enquiries to 
this object, wc were addrefled by three women of rank, 
who fignihcd to us, that our prefcnce interrupted the 
performance of fome necelTary rices. Soon after wc 
had left them, we heard tlieir cries and lamentations; 
and, when we met them a few hours afterwards, the 
lower parts of their faces were painted pcrfeaiy black. 
Wehadalfoan opportunity of obferving the ceremo¬ 
nies at the funeral of one of the ordinary clafs. Hear¬ 
ing fome mournful cries, ifluing from a mifcrablc hut, 
we entered it, and difeovered two women, whom wc 
fuppofed to be mother and daughter, weeping over the 
body of a man ^^ ho had that moment expired. They 
firfl: covered the body with cloth: then lying down by 
it they fpread the cloth over themfelvcs, beginning a 
melancholy kind of fong, and repeating frequently 
Awehmedoaah! Awchtanee! Oh my father I Oh my 
hulbandl In one corner of the hut a younger daughter 
lay proftrate on the ground, having fome black cloth 
fpread over her, and repeating the fame exprcfllons. 
On our quitting this melancholy feene, we found many 
of their neighbours colkaed together at the door, 
who were all perfeclly filent, and attentive to their la- 

roentations. , j i • 

Mr. King was willing to have embraced this oppor¬ 
tunity of knowing in what manner the body would be 
difpofed of; and therefore, after being convinced that 
it vvas not removed rill after he went to bed, he ordered 
the fentries to walk before the houfe, and if there were 
any appearances of removing the body, to acquaint him 
with it. The fentries, however, were remifs in the per¬ 
formance of their duty, for, before the morning, the 
body was taken away. On afking, how it had been 
difpofed of, they pointed towards the fea, perhaps 
thereby indicating, that it had been depofited in the 
deep, or that it had been conveyed to fome burying 
ground beyond the bay. The place of interment for 
the chiefs, is the morai, or hercc crecs, and thofe who 


arefacriOced on the occafion, are buried by the fivle ot 
them. The morai in which the chief was interred 
who, after a fpirited refinance, had been killed in the 
cave, is adorned with a hanging of red cloth round it. 
Having thus laid before our readers a circumftanrinland 
comprchenfive account of the whole group of the 
Sandwich IHands, we proceed to relate the tranfaftions, 
incidents and events, during our fecond Expedition to 
the North, by the way of Kamtfchatka, and on our re¬ 
turn home, by the way of Canton, and the Cape of 
Good Hope, from March 1779, to Auguft 1780. But 
it may not be amifs to clofe this chapter, with^an ab- 
flrad of the aflronomical obfervations, which were 
made at the obfervatory in Karakakooa Bay, for de¬ 
termining its latitude and longitude; to which we fliall 
add the latitude and longitude of the Sandwich lOandSi 
collc<flcd into one point of view. The latitude of the 
obfervatory, deduced from meridian zenith diftances of 
the fun, and fome particular liars, wc found to be 19 
deg. z8 min. N. and its longitude, deduced from 253 
fets of lunar obfervations, to be 204 deg. E. 


The Latitude and Longitude of the SANDWICH 
ISLANDS. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Refahtmt ami Difernery, having v-eighed anchor, quit Oneeheow—A vtewoftbecoafl of Kamptfcbalka Enter the 
tayifAwatJia-Defcrythe Im-nofSt. Peter and St. Paul—Party fent on fiore-Thetr reception by the Commar^rof 
the tort—Another party difpatched to Bolcheretjh proviftons, and fores being extremely fcarce at St. Petei and St. Paid 
—Proceed up the fiver Awaljha—Civinty and hofpitality from the inhabitants of the town of Karatchm—A journey on 
n,d.es-Curious accowil of that mode of travelling-Arrival at Natcbeekii,-Embark on the Botcbo.reka 
^proiffion into the capital-Hofpitality and generofUy of Major Behm, amniamUr of the Carnfon-Bolcloeretjkdefcnb^d 
— imirn departure from that ptacc—Iieluru to the fbips-Remarkabte tnfiance of generofity m the faitors-Major 
Behm cairies .matches to Peleifiurgh—His departure and extraordinary charaaer—TranfaStioiis at Petropaulowjka^ 
The Rnffian HHpilal put under the care of our Surgeons—Difficulties sn failing out the ^y—Steer to the northward 

Appearance the country—Cheepoonfkoi Nofs—Kronotjkoi Nofs—Kamlfchaljkoi Nafs—Olutorjkot Nofs And St. Tba- 
d^is's Nofs, paired, and the errors of the Ruffian Charts pointed out. 


O N Monday, the 15 th of March 1773, wc weighed 
anchor, and palling to the N. of lahoora, Hood 
to the S. W. in expedation of falling in with the 
ifland of Modoopapappa; the natives having allured 
us, that it lay in that dircClion, within five hours fail of 
Tahoora. The next day at five o’clock P. M. wc made 
a lignal for the Dil'covery to come under our Hern, 
having given over all hopes of feeing Modoopapappa. 
On Wednefday, the 17th, wcftecrcd W. Captain Clerk 
intending to keep in the fame parallel of latitude, till 
w'c made the longitude of Awatlka Bay; and then to 
fleer N. for the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
was alfo fixed on as our rendezvous, if wc Ihoiild hap¬ 
pen to feparate. This track was chofen, becaulc we 
fijppofed it to be yet unexplored, and wc might probably 
meet with fome new ifiands in our paffage. On Tuef- 
day, the 30th, the w inds and unfcttled Hate of the wea¬ 
ther, induced Captain Clcrke to alter his plan, and, at 
ftx in the evening, we began to HeCr N. W. which wc 


continued till Tuefday, the 6th of April, at which time 
we loH the trade wind. The fine weather we met with 
between the tropics, had not been idly fpent. 1 he car¬ 
penters found fufficient employment in repairing the 
boats. The beH bower cable had been fo much da¬ 
maged that we were obliged to cut forty fathoms from 
it. The airing of fails and other Hores, which from 
theleakinefs of the decks, and Tides of the fliip, were 
perpetually fubjeft to be wet, had now become a trou- 
blefome part of duty. For fome time paH, even the 
operation of mending the fallors old jackets, had rilen 
into a duty both of difficulty and importance. L ni^y 
be necelTary to inform thofe who are unacquainted witn 
the habits of feamen, that they arc lb accuHomed, m 
fliips of war, to be dire< 51 ed in the care of thcmfelves 
by their officers, that they lofe the very idea of 
and contrail the thoughtlelTnefs of infants. Had ^ 
people been left to their own diferetion alone, the whole 
crew would have been very thinly clad, before ti 
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voyage had been half finiihed. It was natural to ex- 
ped> that their experience, during the voyage to the 
N. laft year, would have made them fenhblc of the nc- 
celfityof paying fomeattention to thefe matters; but 
if facErefledions ever occurred to them, the impref- 
fionwas fo ti*anficnt, that, upon returning to the tro-» 
pical climates, tlicir fur jackets, and the refl of their 
clothes, adapted to a cold country, were kicked about 
the decks as things of no value j though it was known 
in both fhips, that we were to make another voyage to¬ 
wards the pole. They were, of courfe, picked up by 
the officers; and, being put into cafks, reflorcd about 
this time to the owners. In the afternoon of Wednef- 
day, the 7th, w'c obfervcd fome of the rticathing float- 
ingby the (hip; and, on examination, found that 12 or 
J4 feet had been wafhed oif from under the larboard- 
bow, where the leak was fuppofed to have been; which, 
ever fince leaving the Sandwich Iflands, had kept our 
people almofl conftantly at the pumps, making 12 
inches water in an hour; but, as we had alvyays 
been able to keep it under with the hand-pumps, it 
gave us no great uncafinefs, till Tuefday, the 13th, 
when, about fix o’clock, P. M. we were greatly alarmed 
by a fudden inundation, that deluged the whole fpace 
between decks. The water which had lodged in the 
'coal-hole, not finding a fufficient vent into the well, 
bad forced up the platforms over it, and in a moment 
fet every thing afloat. Our fituation w'as now exceed¬ 
ingly diflrefling; nor did we perceive immediately any 
means of relief. At laft we thought of cutting a hole 
through the bulk-head that feparated the coal-hole 
from the fore-hold, and, by that means, to make a 
paffage for the body of water into the well. As foon as 
a paffage w'as made, the greatefl: part of the water emp¬ 
tied itfelf into the well, and enabled us to get out the 
reft in buckets: but the leak was now fo much^ in- 
creafed, that we were obliged to keep one half of our 
people pumping and baling conftantly, till the noon 01 
Thurfday, the 15th. Our men bore, whth great chcar- 
fulnefs, this cxccflive fatigue, which was much in- 
creafed by their having no dry place to fleep in; on 
which account they had their full allowance of grog. 
On Thurfday, the 22nd, the cold was exceedingly fe- 
vere; and the ropes w’ere fo frozen, that it was with dif¬ 
ficulty they could be forced through the blocks. On 
Friday, the 23d, in latitude 52 deg. 9 min. longitude 
160 deg. 7 min. we faw mountains covered w^ith fnow, 
and a high conical rock, diftant about four leagues; 
and foon after this imperfeeft view we were enveloped 
in a thick fog. According to our maps, we were now 
but 8 leagues from the entrance of Awatlka Bay; there¬ 
fore w-hen the weather cleared up, we flood in to take a 
nearer furvey of the country. A moft difmal and 
dreary profpedl prefented itfelf. "1 he coaft is ftraight, 
and uniform, without bays or inlets. From the ihore, 
the ground rifes in moderate hills, and behind them are 
ranges of mountains, vvhofe fummits penetrate the 
clouds. The whole was covered with fnow, except the 
fides of fome cliffs which rofe perpendicularly from the 
fca. The w'ind blew ftrong from the N. E. with hazy 
weather and fleet, from the 24th to the 28th. The fhip 
rcfembled a complete jnafsof icc; thcfhrouds being lo 
incrufted with it, as to double their dinxeafions in cir¬ 
cumference: inlhort, the experience of the oldcft fea- 
man among us had never met with fuch continued 
fiiowers of fleet, and that extreme cold which w'c had 
now to encounter. Soon after our departure from 
Karakakooa Bay, Captain Clerkc was taken ill, and 
during this run, the fca w'as in general fo rough, and 
the Refolution fo leaky, that the fail-makers had no 
place to repair the fails in, except the Captain’s apart¬ 
ments, which in his declining ftate of health, was a fc- 
rious inconvenience to him. At this time the incle¬ 
mency of the weather, the difficulty of working our 
(hips, and the inceffant duty required at the pumps, 
rendered the fervice intolerable to the crew, fome of 
whom were much froft bitten, and others were confined 
with colds. 

Sunday, the 25th, we were favoured with a tranfient 
glance of the entrance of Awatlka Bay; but, in the 


prefent ftate of the weather, we could not prefume to 
venture into it. For this rcafon wc again flood off, when 
we loft fight of the Difeovery; but this gave us little ^ 
concern, being now fo near the place of rendezvous. 
VVednefday, the 28th, in the morning, the weather 
cleared up, and we had a fine day^ when our men were 
employed in taking the ice from the rigging, fails, &c. 
that in cafe of a thaw, which was now cxpc<5led, it 
might not fall on our heads. At noon, in latitude 52 
deg. 44 min. longitude 159 deg. the entrance of Aw^arf- 
ka Bay, borcN. W. The mouth of it opens inthedi- 
redion of N. N. W. On the S. fidCi the land is mo¬ 
derately high, rifing to the northward into a blulf-head, 
Three remarkable rocks lie in the channel between 
them, not far from the N. K. fide; and, on the op- 
pofite fide, a Angle rock of conftderablc fizci At 
three o’clock, P. M. we flood into the bay, with a fair 
wind from the fouthward, having from 22 to 7 fatlwois 
foundings. There is a look-out houfe on the north* 
head, ufed as a light-houfc, when any of the Ruffian 
fhips arc expe'ded upon the coaft. It had a flag- 
ftaff, but we could not perceive any pcrfon there. Hav¬ 
ing palfed the mouth of the bay, which extends about 
four miles in length, a circular bafon prefented itfelf 
of about 25 miles in circumference; in this we an¬ 
chored about four o’clock; fearing to run foul of a 
fhoal mentioned by Muller to lie in the channel. Great 
quantities of loofeice drifted w'ith .rhe. tide in the mid¬ 
dle of the bay, but the fliores were blocked up with it.. 
Plenty of wildfowl, of various kinds, were feen; alfo 
large flights of Greenland pigeons, together with ra¬ 
vens and eagles. We examined every corner of the 
bay, with our glaffcs, in order to difeern the town of 
Sc. Peter and St, Paul, which, from the accounts we 
had received at Oonalaflika, wc fuppofed to be a place 
of flrcngth and confcquence. At length we difeovered, 
to the N. E. fome miferablc log-houfes, and a few co¬ 
nical huts, amounting, in the w'hole, to about 30, 
w hich, from their fituation, notwithllandingall the re- 
fped: we wifticd to entertain for a Ruffian Gftrog,. or 
Town, we concluded to be Petropaulowfka. In jufticci 
however, to the hofpitable treatment we found here, 
it may not be amifs to anticipate the reader’s curiofity, 
by alluring him that out difappointment proved, in 
the end, a matter of entertainment to us. In this - 
wretched extremity of the earth, beyond conception 
barbarous and inhofpitable, out of the reach of civili¬ 
zation, bound and barricaded with ice, and covered 
with fummer fnow, wc experienced the tendereft feel¬ 
ings of humanity, joined to a noblcnefs of mindi and 
elevation of fentiment, which would have done honour 
to any clime and nation. 

On Sunday the 29th, in the morning, at day-lighti 
Captain King was fent with the boats to examine the bay, 
and to prefent the letters to the Ruffian Commander, 
which he had brought from Oonalalhka. Having pro¬ 
ceeded as far as we were able with the bouts, we got 
upon the ice, which extended near half a mile from the 
(hore. The inhabitants had not yet feen either the 
Ihip, or the boats; for even after we had got upon the 
ice, we could not perceive any figns of a living crea¬ 
ture in the town. We funk at every ftep almofl* knee 
deep in the fnow, and though we found tcHcrable fobt- 
ing at the bottom, yet the w'eak parts of the ice not be¬ 
ing difcoverable, w'c were conftantly expofed to the 
danger of breaking through it. This aeddent, at laftj 
adlually happened to Captain King; who ftepping on 
quickly over a fufpicious fpot, in order to prefs with lefs 
weight upon it, he came upon a fecond before he could 
ftophimfelf, which broke under him, and in he fell. 
Fortunately he rofe clear of the ice; and a man who 
was a little way behind wdth a boat hook, throwing it 
out, the Captain, by that means, was enabled to get upon 
firm icc again. The nearer we approached the (here, 
we found the ice ftill more broken. The fight of a 
fledge advancing towards, us, however, aftbrded fome 
comfort. But inftcad of coming to our relief, the 
driver ftopt lliort, and called out to us. Captain King 
immediately held up Ifmyloff’s letters; in confcquence 
of which, the man turned about, and drove full fpeed 
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back again, followed with the execrations of fonieof our 
party. Unable to draw any conclufion from this unac¬ 
countable behaviour, wc ftill proceeded towards the 
Oftrog, though with the greatell circumfpeftion ; and, 
when at the diftonce of about a quarter of a mile from 
it, wc obferved a body of armed men advancing to 
2ncct us. 7*0 avoid giving them any alarm, and to 
preferve the mofl: peaceable appearance, the Captain, 
and Mr. Webber, marched in front, and the men, who 
had boat-hooks in their hands, were Rationed in the 
rear. The armed party confided of about 30 foldicrs, 
headed by a perfon with a cane in his hand. Within 
a few paces of us he halted, and drew up his men in 
martial order. ‘Captain King prefen ted Ifmyl off’s let¬ 
ters to him, burin vain endeavoured to make him un- 
derftand that we were Englifh, and had brought thefe 
difpatches from Odnalalhka. After an attentive exa¬ 
mination of our perfons, he condu( 5 led us towards the 
village in folemn flience, halting frequently his men, 
and ordering them to perform different parts of their 
manual exercife ; with a view, as we fuppofed, to con¬ 
vince us, that if we fhould prefume to offer any vio¬ 
lence, w'e fhould have to deal with thofe who knew how 
to defend themfclves. During the whole of this time, 
the Captain was in his wet clothes, diivcring with cold; 
yet he could not avoid being diverted with this mili¬ 
tary parade, though it was attended by an unfeiifonable 
delay. Arriving, at length, at the habitation of the 
commanding officer of the party, we were ufhered in; 
and, after giving orders to the military without doors, 
our hoft appeared, accompanied by the fecretary of 
the port. One of the letters from Ifmyloff was now o- 
pened, and the other fent exprefs to Bolcherctfk, a 
tow n on the wefl: fide of Kamtfchatka, and the place 
of rciidcncc of the Ruffian Commander of this pro¬ 
vince. 

It appeared to us extraordinary, that the natives had 
not feen the Refolution the preceding day when we caft 
anchor, nor this morning, till our boats approached the 
ice. The firff fight of the fhip, we underffood, had 
ftruck them with a conlidcrable panic. The garrifon 
was put inflantly linder arms; two field-pieces were 
placed before the Commander’s houfe; and powder, 
fhot, and lighted matches, were all in readinefs. The 
officer who had conducted us to his dwelling, was a fer- 
jeant, and alfo the Commander of the Oftrog. After he 
had recovered from the alarm which our arrival had 
produced, the kindnefs and hofpitality of his behaviour 
was aftonifhing. His houfe, indeed, was intolerably 
hot, but remarkably neat and clean. After Captain 
King had changed his clothes, by putting on a com- 
plcat fuit of the ferjeant’s, at his earneft requeff, which 
was doubtlcfs the belt he could procure; and, confider- 
ing our vilit was unexpeded, was ingenioufly con- 
dudted. To have made foup and bouillic would have 
required fome time; inficad therefore of this, wc had 
fomc cold beef fliced, with boiling water poured over 
it. The next courfe was a large roafted bird, the taftc 
of which was moft delicious, though w'e were unac¬ 
quainted with its fpccies. Having eaten apart of thus, it 
was rcmoved,and fifh wasferved up, dreffed in two dif¬ 
ferent ways. Soon after which, the remainder of the 
bird appeared again in favoury and fweet pates. Our 
liquor was what the Ruffians diftinguifli by the name of 
quafs, and was the moft indifferent part of our enter¬ 
tainment. I'hc ferjeant’s wife ferved up feveral of the 
dilhes, and was nor permitted to fit down at table with 
us. Our repaft being finifoed, during which our con- 
verfation was limited to a few bows, and other perfonal 
tokens of mutual rcfpccl, wc ftrovc to explain to our 
hoft the occafion of our vifit to this port. Probably, If- 
inyloff‘s letters wc had delivered made him readily com¬ 
prehend our meaning; but as there was not a perfon in 
the place, who • underftood any other languages than 
thofe of Ruffia or Kamtfchatka, wc found it extremely 
difficult to comprehend what he endeavoured to com¬ 
municate to us. Having fpent much time in our at¬ 
tempts to underftand each other, the fum of the intel¬ 
ligence wc bad received appeared to be, that though we 
could not’ be fupplied with provifiens or ftorcs at this 
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place, yet thofe articles were to be procured in great ' 
plenty at Bolcheretflc. That he doubted not, but the 
Commander would readily fupply us with what we 
wanted ; but that, till he received his orders, neither he 
nor any of the natives could even venture on board the 
veffcl. It being now time for us to depart, and as Mr. 
King’s clothes were not yet dry, he had again recourfo 
to the ferjeant’s benevolence, for hispermilTion to carry 
thofe on board which he had borrow ed of him. This 
requeft was chearfully complied with, and a fledge, 
with five dogs and a driver, was inftamly provided for 
caehofourparty.Thismode ofconvcyance afforded high 
entertainment for the failors; and they were delighted 
ftill more, when they found that the two boat-hooks had 
a fledge appropriated folely for their conveyance. Thefe 
fledges are fo light, and fo admirably well conftmiffed 
for the purpofes intended, that they w'ent fafely and cx- 
peditioufly over the ice, and over parts of it which we 
iliould have found extremely difficult to have paffed on 
foot. On our return, the boats were tow'ingthe Refolu¬ 
tion towards the village; and, at feven, wc moored clofc 
to the ice; the entrance of the Bay bearing S. by E. 
and the Oftrog N. diftant one mile and a half. On Fri¬ 
day, the 30th, the cafks and cables were taken to the 
quarter-deck, to lighten the veffcl forward, and the car¬ 
penters proceeded to ftop the leak which had occa- 
fioned us fo much trouble. In the middle of the day 
we had fuch warm w'eather, that the ice began to break 
away very fall, and almoft choaked up the entrance of 
the bay. Several of our officers waited upon the ferjeant, 
who received them w'ith great civility; and Captain 
Clerke fent him a prefent of two bottles of rum, think¬ 
ing he could not fend him any thing more acceptable.* 

In return, he received twenty fine trouts, and fome ex¬ 
cellent fow'ls of the groufc kind. Though the Bay 
fwarmed wuth ducks and Greenland pigeons, our fporif- 
mcn bad no fuccefs; for, being exceedingly iby, they 
could not kill any. 

On Saturday, the i ft of May, in the morning, we 
faw our confort, the Difeovery, ftanding into the Bay: 
a boat was immediately difpatchcd to her affiftance, 
and flic w'as moored in the afternoon clofe by the Refo¬ 
lution. On the 3d, in the morning, two fledges having 
been obferved to drive into the village, Mr. King was 
ordered on ftiore, to learn whether an anfwer wns arri¬ 
ved from the Commander of Kamtfchatka. The dif- 
tance from Bolcherctfk to St. Peter and St. Paul’s is 
135 Englifti miles, l^he difpatches were font off in a 
fledge, drawn by dogs, on the 29th, at noon, and re¬ 
turned W’ith an anfwer early this morning; fo that they 
performed a journey of 270 miles in little more than 
three days and a half. For the prefent, the return of 
the Commander’s anfwer was concealed from us. While 
Mr. King was on ffiore, his boat, and another belong¬ 
ing to the Difeovery, were bound faft to the ice. In 
this fituation, the Difeovery's launch was font to their 
affiftance, which foon partook of the fame fate: but on 
the 4th, the floating ice w-as drifted away, by the wind 
changing, and the boats were fet at liberty, without fuf- 
taining the fmalleft damage. At to o'clock A. M. fe¬ 
veral (ledges having arrived at the edge of the ice, a 
boat was font from the fhip to conduiff thofe who were 
in them on board. One of them proved to be a Ruf¬ 
fian merchant from Bolcherctfk, whofc name was Fc- 
dolitfch; and the other a German, named Port, with 
difpatches from Major Behm, Commander of Kamtf¬ 
chatka, CO Captain Clerke. Arriving at the edge of the 
ice, and feeing diftindlly the magnitude of the (hips, 
within 200 yards of them, they were exceedingly a- 
larmed; and before they ventured to embark, ftipu- 
lated that two of our boat’s crew fliould remain on 
ftiore, as hoftages for their fafety. It afterwards ap- 
oeared, for what rcafons we could not conceive, that 
[fmyloff, in his letter to the Commander, had men¬ 
tioned our ftiips as tw’o fmall trading veffels; and that 
the forj^anr, having feen them at a diftance only, had 
not redlified the miftake. When they had arrived on 
board, wc perceived, by their timid behaviour, that 
they entertained fomc very extraordinary apprehenfions. 
However, an uncoimnon degree of fatisfaCtion was vi- 
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fiblc in their countenanceSj when the German found a 
perfon among us, with whom he could enter into eon- 
veiTation. Mr. Webber fpoke that language .fluently, 
and convinced them, though not without difficulty, 
that we were Engliffimen and friends. Mr. Port was 
introduced to Captain Clerkc, to whom he delivered 
the Commander’s letter. It was written in the Ger¬ 
man language, and merely complimental, giving him 
and his officers an invitation to Bolcheretfk. Mr. 
Port, at the fame time, acquainted him, that the Major 
had conceived a very wrong idea of the fize of the 
lliips, and of the fervicc they were engaged in ; Ifmy- 
loft*, in his letter, having reprefented them as two fmall 
pacquet-boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard, 
infinuating, that he fufpe( 5 lcd us to be no better than 
pirates. In confequcnce of this letter, he faid, there 
had been various conjedures formed about us at Bol- 
chcrctfle. We were much diverted with the fears and 
apprehenfions of thefe people; and eljDCcially with an 
account given by Mr. Port, of the ferjeant’s extreme 
caution the day before. On feeing Mr. King and fome 
other gentlemen come on fliore, Ire concealed him and 
the Ruffian merchant in the kitchen, to give them an 
opportunity of liftening to our converfation with each 
other, in order todifeover whether we were Engliflimen 
or not. 

Being now enabled, by the aid of an interpreter, to 
converfc with the Ruffians, our firfl enquiries were di¬ 
rected to the means of procuring a fupply of frefh pro- 
vifions and naval (lores; particularly the latter, for the 
want of which we had been in great diftrefs. On en¬ 
quiry, it appeared, that the whole (lock of live cattle, 
which the country about the Bay could furnilh, a- 
mounted only to two heifers; and thefe the ferjeant 
very readily promifed to fecure for Us. Our next ap¬ 
plications were made to the merchant, whofe terms for 
ferving us were fo exorbitant, that Captain Clerke 
thought it expedient to fend an exprefs to the Com¬ 
mander, to learn the price of flores at Bolcheretfk. 
This determination being communicated to Mr. Port, 
he difpatchcd a meffenger to tlie Commander at Bol- 
cherctlk, to acquaint him with our intentions, and to 
remove the fulpicions that had been entertained rc- 
fpeding the purpofes of our voyage. For the above 
fervice Mr. King was fixed upon, and ordered to pre¬ 
pare for fetting out the next day, together with Mr. 
Webber, who was to accompany him as interpreter. 
That day, and the next, how’ever, the weather proved 
too flormy for beginning a journey through fo defolate 
and wild a country: but on Friday, the 7th of May, 
the weather became more favourable, and we fee out in 
the fhip's boats, early in the morning, in order to reach 
the entrance of the Awatfka at high-water, on account 
of the (lioals at the mouth of that river. The country 
boats were to meet us here, to conduct us up the 
Rream. Captain Gore was alfo added to our party, and 
we were likewife accompanied by Mr. Port and the 
Ruffian merchant, with two Coffiicks, having been pre- 
vioufly furnilhed with warm furred cloathing; a very 
necefl'ary precaution, as it began to fnow brifkly imme¬ 
diately after our fetting out. About eight o’clock, we 
were (lopped by (lioal water, within a mile of the mouth 
of the river; when fome Kamtfchadales took us and our 
baggage, in fome fmall canoes, and conveyed us over 
a bank of fand, which the rapidity of the river had 
thrown up, and which, we were informed, was conti¬ 
nually (hifting. Having palTed this flioal, the water again 
deepened, and we were furniflicd with a commodious 
boat, refcmbling a Norway yawl, to convey us up the 
river, together with canoes for the reception of our bag¬ 
gage. I he breadth of the mouth of Awatfka is about 
a quarter of a mile, but it gradually narrowed as we ad¬ 
vanced. Having proceeded a few miles, we pafled fe- 
veral branches, many of which, we were told, emptied 
themfelves into other parts of the Bay; and that fome 
of thofe on the left ran into the Paratounca river. For 
the firfl: 10 miles, the general diredlion of the river 
from the Bay, is to thcN. and afterwards it turns to 
the wcBward. Except this bend, it chiefly preferves a 
flrait courfc; and flows through a low flat country, to 
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the difiance of 30 miles from the fea, which is fubjedl 
to frequent inundations. Six men were employed in 
puffiing us on with long poles, three of them being at 
each end of the boat; and procceeded againfl the (Ircam, 
at the rate of about three miles an hour. Our conduc¬ 
tors endured this fevere labour for 10 hours; (lopping 
Only once, and that for a fliort fpacc of time, to take a 
little refrcflimcnt. Having been informed, at our firfl 
fetting out, that we could eafily reach Karatchin that 
night, we were greatly difappointed to find ourfclvcs 
I 5 miles from that place at fun-fet. This was attri¬ 
buted to the delay in puffing the (lioals, both at the en¬ 
trance of the river, and in many other places. Our 
men being exceedingly fatigued, and as the difficulty 
of navigating the river would have increafed by the 
darknefs of the night, wc declined all thoughts of pro-^ 
ceeding on our journey that evening: we therefore fixed 
upon a place that was tolerably well (heltered, and, 
clearing it of the fnow, creifled a fmall marqude, which 
we had providentially taken with us; and, with the af- 
(idance of a good fire, and fome excellent punch, 
paired the night agreeably. Our principal inconveni¬ 
ence was, the being obliged to keep at a confiderable 
didance from the fire; for as foon as it was lighted, it 
thawed every part round it into an abfolute puddle. 
The Kamtfchadales were extremely alert and expedi¬ 
tious in ereeding our marquee, and cooking our provi- 
(ions ; but wc were much furprized at finding they had 
brought with them their utenfils for making tea, confi- 
dering it as a mod intolerable harddiip if they cannot, 
two or three times a day, regale themfelves with drink¬ 
ing tea. When day-light appeared, we proceeded on 
our journey, and, before we had made much progrefs, 
were met by the Toion, or chief of Karatcl;iin, who, be- 
ing apprized of our coming, had provided canoes that 
were better accommodated for navigating the higher 
parts of the river. A commodious vcdel, (made by 
ladling two canoes together) furnifhed with fur cloaks, 
and lined with bcar-lkins, was alfo procured for us. 
We now proceeded rapidly, the Toion’s people being 
remarkably expert in this kind of bufinefs. At ten we 
arrived at the Oflrog, named Karatchin, and the feat 
of his command, where wc were received by the Kamtf- 
chadale men and women, and fome Ruffian fervants 
belonging to the merchant, Fedofitch. They were all 
attired in their bed habiliments; thofe of the women 
being gay and pleafing, and confiding of a loofc robe 
of white nankeen, gathered clofe round the neck, and 
fadened with a filk collar. A fliort jacket, without 
fleeves, was worn over this, confiding of different co¬ 
loured nankeens; and they had petticoats made of a 
flight Chinefe filk. Their fliifts, which were alfo made 
of filk, had fleeves extending to the wrids; and theic 
heads w'ere bound with coloured filk handkerchiefs, 
w'hich entirely concealed the hair of the married wo¬ 
men; but the unmarried ones placed the handker¬ 
chief under the hair, permitting it to flow' loofely down 
the Ihoulders. 

The Oftrog of Karatchin is pleafantly fltuated on 
the fide of the river, and compofed of three log-houfes, 
nineteen balagans, or fummer habitations, and three 
jourts, wffiich are houfes under ground. The Toion, 
to w'hofe dwelling wc w'cre then condudled, was a plain 
decent man, fprung from a Ruffian mother, and a 
Kamtfchadalc father. His houfe, like all others in this 
country, confided of only two apartments. All the 
furniture in the outer room, W'as a long narrow table, 
with a bench round it; and the inner apartment, which 
w'as the kitchen, was alfo very fcantily furnifhed. But, 
the hearty welcome, and kind attention of our hod, 
amply compenfated for the poverty of his habitation. 
His wife, an excellent cook, ferved us with various 
forts of ftIh and game, and different kinds of heath- 
berries, which had been preferved fiiice the lad year. 
Whild we were dining in this miferable hut, the gueds 
of abfolute drangcrs, and at the extremity of the habit¬ 
able globe, afolitary half-w’orn pewter fpooii attradled 
our attention. Its form was familiar to us, and the 
word London was damped upon the back of it. It is 
impoffible to exprefs the anxious hopes, and tender re- 
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mcmbrances, this circumftance excited in us. Thofe 
who have been long abfent from their native country, 
will readily conceive what inexprelFible plcafurc fuch 
trifling incidents can give. 

We had now quitted the river, and the next part of 
our journey was to be performed on fledges; but the 
thaw had been fo great in .the day-time, as not to per¬ 
mit us to fet out, till the fnow was become hard and firm 
by the coldnefs of the evening. This furniflied us 
with an opportunity of walking about the village, which 
was the only place in this country, that we had fcen 
free from fnow. It was fituated on a fiat, of about a 
mile and an half in circuit. The leaves of the trees 
were juft budding, and the verdure was ftrongly con- 
trafted with the furrounding hills, which remained co¬ 
vered with fnow. The foil appearing to be capable of 
producing common vegetables, we were furprized to 
find that not a fpot of it was cultivated. Neither were 
the inhabitants poflefted of cattle of any fort. In fliort, 
their fituadon, during the winter montlis, mart be 
wretched beyond conception. They were now remov¬ 
ing from their jourts to their balagans, which gave us 
an .opportunity of obferving both thefe forts of habita¬ 
tions. The people invited us, very civilly, into their 
houfes ; chearfulnefs and content were vilible in every 
countenance, to which the approaching change of feafon 
might perhaps contribute. On returning to our hoft's, 
fupper was prepared for us, confifting of the fame ar¬ 
ticles which compofed our former repaft. When we 
had finiflied our meal, we entertained the Toion and his 
wife with punch made of fome of our fpirits; and 
Captain Gore, w'ith his wonted generolity, made them 
fome valuable prefents : after which, they retired to the 
kitchen, leaving us in the other room; on the benches 
of which wc fpread our bear-lkins, and fought a little 
repofc; having firft fettled with our conductors, to pro¬ 
ceed on our journey, w hen the ground was judged to be 
in a fuitablc condition. The melancholy bowlings of 
the dogs awakened us about nine the fame evening. 
During the whole time our baggage was lafliing upon 
the fledges, their horrid noife continued ; but, when 
they were yoked, and prepared for travelling, a chear- 
ful yelping fucceeded, which ceafed the inftant they 
marched olF. Wc fliall here give our readers an accu¬ 
rate defeription of a fledge brought over by Captain 
King, and now in the poflelfion of Sir Afliton Lever. 
The length of the body is about four feet and an half, 
and the breadth one foot. It is made in the form of a 
crefeent, of light tough w’ood, faftened together with 
wicker work ; and, among the principal people, is ele¬ 
gantly ftained with red and blucj the feat being co¬ 
vered with furs or bear-lkins. It has four legs, about 
two feet in height, refting on two long flat pieces of 
wood, of the breadth of five or fix inches, extending a 
foot beyond the body of the fledge, at each end. Thefe 
turn up beforo, fomewhat like a Ikait, and are fliod 
with the bone of fome fea-animal. The carriage is or¬ 
namented, at the fore part with talfels of coloured cloth, 
and leather thongs. It has crofs bar, to which the 
harnefs is joined ; and links of iron, or fmall bells, arc 
hanging to it, which, by the jingling, is fuppofed to 
encourage the dogs. I'hey feldom carry more than 
oneperfon atn time, M'ho fits afide, with his feet on the 
lower part of the fledge, having his baggage and pro- 
vifions, in a bundle behind him. The ufual number 
of dogs employed in drawing this carriage, is five; 
foui'oF them yoked two and two, and the other a<fting 
as leader. The reins, being faftened to the collar, in- 
ilcad of the head, have no great command: and arc 
therefore ufually hung upon the fledge; the driver de¬ 
pending. principally on their obedience to his voice. 
Great care and attention are confequently ufed in train¬ 
ing up the leader, which frequently becomes very va¬ 
luable on account of his ftcadinefs and docility ; the 
fum of forty roubles (or ten pounds) being no unufual 
price for one of them. The rider has alfo a crooked 
liick, anfwcring thepurpofe both of whip and reins; 
with which, by ftriking in the -fnow, he can regulate the 
^ced of the dogs, or even ftop them at.his pleafure. 


W’hcn^they arc inattentive to their duty, he often chaf- 
tifes them by throwing it at them. The. dexterity of 
the riders, in picking this flick up again, is very rc~ 
markable, and is the moft difficult manoeuvre in the 
cxcrcife of their profellion: nor is it, indeed, furprifiug 
that they fliould be Ikilful in a practice in which they 
are fo materially intereftedj for, they affured us, that if 
a driver fliould happen to lofe his flick, the dogs im¬ 
mediately difeover it; and, unlcfs their leader is both 
fteady and refolute, they will inftantly fet off full fpeed, 
and never ftop till their ftrength is exhaufted; or till 
the carriage is overturned and daflicd to pieces, or hur¬ 
ried down a precipice, when all are buried in the fnow. 
The accounts of the fpeed of thefe animals, and of the 
hardfhips and fatigues they fuficr, would have appeared 
incredible, had they not been fupported by thegreateft 
authority. Wc ourfelves were witnelfcs of the extras 
ordinary expedition with which the meflenger re¬ 
turned, who had been difpatchcd to Bolchcrcdk with 
the news of our arrival at St. Peter and St. Paul's, 
though the fnow* was exceedingly foft. The Governor 
of Kamtfchatka alfurcd us, that this journey was ufually 
performed in two days and an half; and that he had 
once received an exprefs from that harbour in 23 hours. 
Throughout the winter, the dogs are fed on the offiil? 
of dried and ftinking fifli; and, even this miferablc 
foocj is withheld from them, a day before they fet out 
on a journey; and they arc not permitted to cat a morfel 
of any thing till they arrive at the end of it. 'Phey 
arc frequently kept falling for two entire days, in w hich 
time they will perform a journey of great extent. The 
fliapc of thefe dogs refcmblcs that of the Pomeranian 
breed, but they are confidcrably larger. 

As we did not chufe to rely upon our ow'n flcill, wc 
had each of us a man to conduct the fledge, which, in 
the condition the roads then w'crc, proved a very labo¬ 
rious bufincfs: for, as the thaw had been prevalent in 
the vallics, through which was our regular road, we 
were obliged to travel along the fldes of the hills; our 
guides being under the ncceflity of fupporting the 
fledges, on the lower fides, with their Ihoulders, for 
many miles together. Mr. King w^as attended by a 
good-natured Colfack, who was fo imperfedf in his bu- 
linefs, that he was continually overturned, which af¬ 
forded entertainment to his companions. The party 
confifled of ten fledges in the whole. That which 
condudted Captain Gore, was formed of two laflied to¬ 
gether, and was plentifully furniflied wfith furs and bear- 
lkins. It was drawn by ten dogs, yoked four abreaft; 
and thofe which were laded with heavy baggage, were 
drawn by the fame number. We had not proceeded 
more than four miles on our journey, when it began to 
rain, which, together with the darknefs of the night, 
threw us into fome confuflon. It was, after fome little 
confultation, agreed, that wc fliould continue where we 
were, till day-Hght; wc therefore fccured our fledges, 
wrapped ourfelves up in furs, and waited patiently for 
the morning. At three o’clock we w'ere fummoned to 
proceed; our guides expreffing their apprehenfions, 
that if we waited any longer, the thaw would perhaps 
flop us, and prevent our advancing or returning. 
Though we had many difficulties to encounter, owing 
principally to the bad condition of the road, wc got 
fafe to an oftrog about two in the afternoon. It is 
called Natchcekin, and is fituated on a fmall flream, 
which falls into the Bolchoircka, at fome diftance be¬ 
low the town. It is 25 miles from Karatchin ; which, 
by their account, we could have compalTed in four 
hours, had the froft continued; but the fnow was fo 
foft that the poor animals funk up to their bellies at 
almoft every ftep; and it was indeed furprizing that they 
fliould be able to fupport themfclves under fo fatiguing 
a journey. This inconfidcrabjc oftrog confifts of one 
log-houfc, the relidencc of the Toion, one joiirt, and 
five balagans. Wc were received here with the lame 
civility and hofpitality as at Karatchin; and, in the at- 
ternoon, were conduced to a remarkable hot fprmg, 
at a fmall diftance from this village. Before we came 
very near jt, wc 'iaw a rifing fteam from it, as from a 
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boiling caldron; and, when we approached i^vveper¬ 
ceived a ftrong fulphiircous effluvia. A bafon ofabout 
three feet in t^ameter, is formed hy the main fpring; 
befides which, there are feveral Icfler fprings, of equal 
heat, in the adjacent ground; by which means the 
whole fpot, confining of about an acre, was fovery hot 
that we could not remain two minutes in the fame place. 
The water iflliing from thefe fprings, fupplics a fmall 
bathing pond, and afterwards a little rivulet, which con- 
dudfs it into the river, at the diffance of about 150 
yards. Great cures, they informed us, had been ef^ 
feCfcd by this bath, in rhcumatifms, fcorbutic ulcers, 
fwelled and contradfed joints, and many other diforders. 
Where thefe fprings flow, the ground is on a gentle 
afeent; having a green hill of a moderate fize behind it. 
Some plants feemed to thrive herewith great luxuriance, 
among which we obferved the wild gaiTick. 

Monday, the loth, in the m()rning, we embarked on 
the Bolchoireeka; and, going with the flream, expected 
to arrive at our journey’s end the following day. Though 
Bolcheretfle is 80 miles from Natcheekin, we were in¬ 
formed, that, in the fummer, when the melting of fnow 
on the mountains has rendered the river full and rapid, 
the canoes have often gone there in a Angle day : but 
now they told us we fliould be much longer, the ice hav¬ 
ing broken up only three days before our arrival, and 
our’s being the firfl: boat that had attempted to pafs. 
There was but too much truth in this intelligence; for 
w'c were greatly impeded by the fliallows; and, though 
the flream was rapid in many places, wc frequently had 
ripplings and fhoals, and were under the necefllty of 
hauling the boats over them. On each fide of the 
river, the country was romantic, but not divcrfified; 
the courfe of it being between craggy mountains, of a 
mofl: dreary and barren afpeefl;; with nothing to vary 
the fcencc, except now and then the fight of a bear, or 
a flock of vvild-ibw l. This, and the following night, 
we flept under oUr marquee, on the banks of the river, 
and fullered greatly from thefeverity of the weather. 

Wednefday the j 2th, at day-light, we had paffed the 
mountains, and were proceeding through a low exten- 
flve plain, on which were a number of ihrubby trees. 
At nine in the morning, we reached an oflrog, called 
Opatchin, of about the, fame magnitude as Karatchin, 
and fuppofed to be 50 miles fronVNatchcekin. A fer- 
3 f.*ant and four Ruflian foldicrs had been here tw’o 
days, waiting for our arrival; who inflantly difpatched a 
light boat to Bolcheretflc to give intelligence of our ap¬ 
proach. A magnificent canoe, plentifully furniflied 
with flvins and furs, was prepared for our reception, 
and we were vcry«commodiouily equipped ; but our fel¬ 
low-travellers were excluded. It gave us fomc con¬ 
cern to be feparated from our old companion Mr. Port, 
who daily grew more fliy and diflant, as we drew nearer 
to the completion of our journey. He acknowledged, 
indeed, before we fetout, that he was not entitled to the 
rcfpedvve had Ihewm him; but, finding him difereet, 
and not prefuming, we had infilled on his faring as we 
did, throughout the journey. We performed the re¬ 
mainder of our paffage, with the iitmod cafe and ex¬ 
pedition; for as wedefeended, the river grew more ra¬ 
pid, and had very few obflru^dions. On our approach¬ 
ing Kamtfchatka, wc judged, from an appearance of 
great dir and bullle, that our reception was to be in 
form. This circumflance was difagrceable to us, as 
decent cloathing had long been fcarce among us; and 
our traveling habits formed a ftrange aflemblage of the 
modes of India, Europe, and Kamtfchatka. To make 
a parade'through the metropolis in this motley trim, 
wc thought would appear ridiculous; and, as we ob¬ 
ferved a crowd of people colledlcd on the banks of the 
river, and were informed that the commander would 
receive us at the water-fide, we flopped at the houfe of 
a foldier, about a quarter of a mile before we came to 
the town. Here wc difpatched Mr. Port with a meflligc 
to his excellency, acquainting him, that, as fopn as we 
had put olf our travelling drcfles, we w'ould attend 
him at his own houfe to pay our refpeifls to him; and 
entreated him not to think of waiting to conduct us. 
He perfiflcd, however, in his refolution of paying us 


this compliment, and wc immediately proceeded to. 
join him at the entrance of the capital. We were all 
remarkably av\kward and defective in making our firlt 
falutations ; not having been accufiomed to bowing and 
feraping, for at Icall two years and an half. The com¬ 
mander received us in a mofl engaging manner; but 
vve had the mortification to difeover, that he had almofl 
wholly forgot the French language; fo that only Mr. 
Webber had the fatisfadlion of converfing with him, as 
he fpokc the German, which w’as his native tonguc- 
Major Behm was accompanied by Captain Shmalefli 
the next in command, and another officer; the whole 
body of merchants attended alfo. We w'ere condudlcd 
to the commander’s houfe, where we were politely and 
rcfpedlfully received by his lady; who had prepared 
tea and other refreflimcnts for us. I'he firfl compli¬ 
ments being over. Captain Gorcdcfircd Mr. Webber to 
acquaint the Major, that we were dillreffed for want of 
naval florcs, frclh provifions, flour, and other necclfa- 
rics; and that we w'erc convinced vve could not receive 
much affiflance from him, in the country about Awatfka 
J 3 ay, from what we had already fecn and heard ; that 
the impoflibility of conveying heavy flores over the 
pcninfula, at that feafon, we were but too fenfible of, 
from the difficulties we had encountered in our jour¬ 
ney; and that we could not delay the profecution of 
our voyage, to wait for any material change. Here the 
Major interrupted Mr. Webber, by obferving, that w'c 
knew not what they were capable of doing; that he 
fhould not bellow a thought upon the difiiculcics of Tup- 
plying our wants: he only vvifiied to know' what arti¬ 
cles wc flood in need of, and the time he could be al¬ 
lowed for procuring them. After expreffing our ac¬ 
knowledgments for his obliging cpndefccnlion, wc pre- 
fented him an account of the naval flores, cattle, and 
flour, wc were direded to purchafe; and informed 
him, that we intended to profecute our voyage about 
the 5th of June. After this, the converfatiou became 
more general, and it might naturally be fuppofed, that 
we were anxious to obtain fome information refpeding 
our native country. Having been three years abfent, 
we entertained the mofl flattering expedations, of re¬ 
ceiving fomc intcrefling intelligence from Major Bchm: 
but we were greatly difappointed, when he aflured us, 
that he could not communicate any intelligence of a 
much later date than that of our quitting England^ 
The commander, fuppofing we might be fatigued, and 
dcfirous of repofe, begged leave to condud us to our 
lodgings, at about feven o’clock. It was ufclefs to 
protefl againfl a compliment, to which we had no other 
title than that of being flrangers. That alone, with 
this generous Livonian, wasfufficient to counterbalance 
every other confideration. Ingoing along, we pafled 
two guard-houfes, where the men were under arms, in 
compliment to Captain Gore, and were conduded to a 
neat decent houfe, which the Major had appointed for 
our refidence, while we continued at Kamtfchatka. 
We had two fentincis polled at our door, and a fer- 
jeant’s guard in an adjoining houfe. Having difpofed 
of us in our apartments, the Major took his leave, pro- 
mifing to vifit us the next day. We were now at Ici- 
furc to difeover theconveniencies w'hich he had amply 
provided for us. Our fellow traveller, Mr. Port, and 
a foldier, of a rank between that of a ferjeant and a 
corporal, (called a pulproperfckack) were fixed upon 
to be our male domeflics. Wc had alfo a houfekeeper, 
and a cook, who were ordered to obey Mr. Port’s di¬ 
rections in drefling us afupper, after the Englifli mode 
of cookery. In the courfe of the evening, we were fa¬ 
voured with a number of civil meffages, from the 
principal inhabitants of the town, politely obferving, 
that their attending to pay their refpcdls to us at that 
time, would add to our fiitigucs, but they would do 
themfeives that honour the next morning. Such atten¬ 
tion and politcncfs, in fo uncultivated and defolate a 
country, formed a contrail highly in favour of its inha¬ 
bitants; and, in addition to their civility, atfun-fer, the 
ferjeant brought the report of his guard to Captain Gore. 

In the morning of the 13th, compliments were fent 
US by the Major, Captain Shmalcfl' and the mofl re- 
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fpedable people of the town, from all whom we vverc 
honoured with vifits (<'>00 after. The two former hav¬ 
ing, after we had retired to red, enquired of Mr. Port 
whar articles we (Vood in the greateft need of on board 
the Ihips ; they indded on our (liaring with their gar- 
rifon, in the fmull Hock of provifions they had then re¬ 
maining; lamenting, at the fame time, that our arri¬ 
val flioiild happen to be in that fcafon of the year, when 
fcarcity reigned iinivcrfally among them; the floops 
from Okorik nor being yet arrived with their annual 
fupply. \Vc thankfully accepted the liberal oflcr of 
thefc hofpitablc (hangers; on condition, however, that 
\vc Ihou’.d be made acquainted with the price of the ar¬ 
ticles we received from them, that Captain Clerkc 
might draw upon the Vicliialling Office, in London, 
for the amount. This was refufed in the mod pofitivc 
terms; and, though repeatedly urged, the Major al¬ 
ways dopped us Ihort, by faying, that his midrefs 
would be highly gratified at his rendering every adidance 
in his power to the Englifli, who are her good friends 
and allies; and that it would givehera peculiar fatisfadtion 
to find, that, in fuch remote regions, her dominions 
had afforded any relief to vclfels engaged in fuch im¬ 
portant ferviccs. He added, that he could not, there¬ 
fore, a<fl: fo contrary to the principles of his Emprefs, as 
to think of receiving any bills; but, if we infided on 
it, we might give him a bare certificate of the articles 
he might fupply us with, which he would tranfmit to 
the court of Ruflla, as evidence of having performed 
his duty. All farther acknow ledgments, continued he, 
mud befubmitted to the two courts; but you mud ex- 
cufe me from acceding to your propofal. This matter 
being adjuded, he requeded to be informed refpedting 
our private wants, faying he diould conlidcr it as offer¬ 
ing him an affront, if we applied to any of the mer¬ 
chants, or had dealings with any other perfon except 
himfelf. 

Not having it in our power to make an adequate 
return for fuch fingular gencrofity, he had only our 
thanks and admiration. At this moment, Mr. King 
recollccded, that Captain Clerke had fent by him a fet 
of the engravings to Captain Cook's fecond voyage, de- 
firing him to prefent it, in his name, to the comman- 
-dcr. Nothing could have been more acceptable to him 
than this prefent, the Major being an enthufiad in all 
matters relative to difeoveries. Captain Clerke had 
alfo given Mr. King a difcrctionary power, of permit¬ 
ting the commander to fee a chart of the difeoveries 
made in the prefent voyage; and, judging from his fi- 
tuation and difpofition of mind, that he would be 
highly gratified by fuch a communication; though, 
from motives of delicacy, he had only afked a few gene¬ 
ral quclfions on the fubjedl, Mr. King repofed in him 
that confidence, which his whole conduct fojuftly me¬ 
rited. He felt this compliment as it was intended he 
Ihould, aiid w'as (truck at beholding, in one view, the 
v\ hole of that coad on the fide of Afia and America, 
which his countrymen had been fo long employed in 
acquiring an imperfedf knowledge of. Except this 
mark of confidence, and the fet of copper-plates al¬ 
ready mentioned, wc had nothing w'ith us deferving of 
his acceptance; for it was hardly worth noticing, that 
Mr. King prevailed on his fon (who was quite a youth) 
to accept of a filver watch ; and contributed to his lit¬ 
tle daughter’s happinefsi by prefenting her with two 
pair of ear-rings, of French pafte. He alfo gave Cap¬ 
tain Shmaleff the thermometer which he had ufed on 
his journey, when he engaged to keep a regifier of the 
temperature of the air for one whole year, and to tranf- 
init it to Mr. Muller, w'ith whom he was acquainted. 
I his day wc dined at the commander's, who, ever ftu- 
dious to gratify our curiofity, had prepared variety of 
diflies dreffed after the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale man¬ 
ner, befides a number of others in the Englilh fiyle. 
In the afternoon, w-c took a furvey of the town, and the 
adjacent country. The fituation of Bolcherctfk is in a 
low fwampy plain, extending to the fea of Okotfk, 
being about 40 miles in length, aiid of a confiderablc 
breadth. It lies north of the Bolchoi-reka, (or great 
jiver) and on a pcninfula, which has been fcparaced 


from the continent by a large canal, under the direc¬ 
tions of the prefent commander; which has added 
firength to it as a fortrefs, and rendered, it much Icfs 
fubjeCt 10 inundations. The depth of the river, be¬ 
low the town, is from fix to eight feet, and the breadth 
about a quarter of a mile. Ac the difiance of 22 miles, 
it empties itfclf into the fea of Okotik, w here it is ca¬ 
pable of admitting pretty large veffels. No corn, of 
any kind, is cultivated in this part of the country; and 
the Major affured us, that his was the only garden that 
had been planted. In general, the earth was covered 
with fnow; the parts which were free from it, were full 
of black turfy hillocks. Wc faw about 20 or 30 cows, 
and the commander had fix good horfes. Thefc, and 
their dogs, are their only tame animals : being obliged 
to keep a great number of the latter, they can rear only 
fuch cattle as are a match for them in firength and lizc. 
For, during the whole of the fummer fcafon, the dogs 
are turned loofc, to provide entirely for themfelves; and 
are fometimes fb ravenous,, that they will even venture 
to attack the bullocks. 

In Bolcherctfk the buildings arc all in the fame 
fiyle; they confift of logs of w'ood, and arc thatched. 
The Major’s houfe is confidcrably larger than the refi, 
and has three capacious rooms, neatly papered; but 
the talc, w hich covered the windows, gave them a dif- 
agreeablc and mean appearance. The town confifts of 
low buildings, in rows of five or fix habitations each, 
conne(fied together by a paffage extending the whole 
length of them; having the kitchen and fiorc-houfe on 
one fide, and the dwelling apartments on the other. 
There are alfo barracks for the Ruffian foldiers and cof- 
facks; a tolerable church; a court-room; and, at the 
end of the town, a number of Balagans. The number 
of the inhabitants is between five and fix hundred. A 
handfome entertainment was given by the Major, ia 
the evening, to which were invited all the refpedlable 
inhabitants of both fexes. The next day we made a 
private application to Fedofitch, the merchant, in or¬ 
der to purchafe fome tobacco; the I'ailors having been 
without that favourite commodity for upwards of a 
year. This, however, like other fimilar tranlactions, 
came immediately to the knowledge of the comrnan- 
dcr; and, in a very fliort time after, wc were furprized 
to find four bags of tobacco in our houfe, each contain- 
ing upwards of 100 pounds; which the Major re- 
quefted might be prefented to our failors, in his name, 
and that of the garrifon under his command. By the 
fame conveyance, wc received 20 loaves of fugar, and 
as many pounds of tea, which they requefted the offi¬ 
cers to accept of; as they undcrflood that w'e w’cre almoft 
deftitute of thofe articles. A prefent was alfo fent by 
Madame Bchm, for Captain Clerke, which confiflcd of 
honey, butter, figs, rice, and other articles; accompa¬ 
nied with her bell wilhes, that, in his infirm ftatc, they 
might prove ferviccable to him. We ftrenuoufly en¬ 
deavoured to oppofe this profufion of bounty, and w'cre 
extremely anxious to refirain it; fully convinced that 
they were giving us almofi the whole flock of their gar¬ 
rifon. But the anfwcr we received from the Major, on 
thefc occafions, generally was, That he had been in dif- 
trefs himfelf, and he was fenfiblc that we nuift pow be 
in that fituation. The length of time, indeed, fince wc 
had touched at any known port, appeared to them al¬ 
mofi incredible, and feemed to require the evidence or 
our maps, and other concurrent circumfianccs, to ob¬ 
tain their credit. Among the latter, wc fliull mention 
a curious fadb, which Major Behm related to us this 
morning, and which he faid he fiiould not have known 
how to account for, but for our arrival. Among th^ 
people of the north of .Afia, it is well knt^wn, that the 
Tfehutiki only have maintained their independence, 
and refified all the efforts of the Ruffians to reduce 
them. The laft attempt was in 1750, and, after variety 
of temporary advantages on each fide, the Ruffian f*^- 
ces retreated, after having loft their commanding om- 
cer. The Ruffians afterwards removed their tronnff 
fortrefs, from the Anadyr to the Ingiga, a 
runs into the northern extremity of the fea of OkotiK, 
and gives its name to a gulph, weft oi that of 1 
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fliinfk- On the day of our arrival at Bolchcrctflt, the 
Major had received difpatches from this fort, acquaint¬ 
ing him, that a party of the Tfchutflvi had arrived there, 
with voluntary offers of fricndfliip and a tribute. That, 
on alking the caufe of fo unexpedled an alteration in 
their fentiments, they had acquainted his people, that 
two large Ruffian boats had vilitcd them, towards the 
end of the preceding fummer; that they had been 
fliewn the greateff kindnefs by the people who were in 
them, and had entered into a league of amity with 
them; and that, in confequence of this, they came to 
the Ruffia'n fort, in order to fettle a treaty upon terms 
agreeable to both nations. This remarkable tale had 
given rife to much fpcculation, both at Ingiginflc and 
xBolcheretlk; and muff have remained utterly unintel¬ 
ligible, had it not been elucidated by us. It was no 
fmall fatisfadlion to us, to have thus ffiewn the Ruf- 
lians, even by accident, the beff method ofcolleding tri¬ 
bute, and extending their dominions; in hopes that the 
good underffanding, which this event has produced, 
may refeue a brave people fromfuch powerful invaders. 

"I'his day being Friday, the 14th, we were engaged to 
dine with Captain Shmaleff* who, in order to vary our 
amiifemcnts, entertained us with an exhibition of danc¬ 
ing, in the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale ffyle. It is im- 
pofliblc to convey an adequate idea of this uncouth ex¬ 
hibition. The figure of the Ruffian dance, refembled 
thofe of our hornpipes, and confifted of one, two, or 
four performers at a time. 1'heir fteps w'cre exceed¬ 
ingly ffiort and quick, their feet being raifed but a very 
little way from the ground; their arms were hung down 
clofe to the fides, the body being kept, the whole time, 
cre(5l and'immoveable, except when the performers 
palTcd each other, when the hand was fuddcnly raifed 
with an awkward motion. But, if the Ruffian dance 
was unmeaning and ridiculous, the Kamtfchadale was 
infinitely more fo. The principal aim, in their per¬ 
formances, is to reprefent the clumfy geftures of the 
bear, which the inhabitants of this country have fre¬ 
quent opportunities of obferving in various fituations. 
To deferibe the awkward pofturcs, exhibited on thefe 
occalions, would appear tedious and uninterefting. In 
general, however, the body was bowed, and the knees 
bent, whilfl: the arms were employed in imitating the 
motions of that awkward animal. Much time had 
been fpent in our journey to Bolcheretfk, and being 
informed that our return might, perhaps, be more dif¬ 
ficult and tedious, wc were obliged to acquaint the 
Major this evening, with our intention of departing the 
next day. We could not think of leaving our new ac¬ 
quaintance without regret: and were agreeably fur- 
prized, when the Major promifed to accompany us, if 
we would ffay but one day longer. He told us, that 
he had made up his difpatches, and refigned the com¬ 
mand of Kamtfchatka to Captain Shmaleff; having 
made the neceffTary preparations for his departure to 
Okotfk, which was liiortly to take place; but that he 
ffiould be happy in poffponing his journey, and attend¬ 
ing us to St. Peter and St. Paul’s, in order to be fatis- 
fied, that nothing which could be done to ferve us, 
ffiould be omitted. For the articles which Mr. King 
had given to the Major’s children, he received, the next 
morning, a moff: magnificent Kamtfchadale drefs, fuch 
as the principal Toions wear on the moff folemn occa- 
fions. This habit, as we were informed by Fedofitfeh, 
muff have coff, at leaft, 1 20 roubles. He alfo, at the 
fame rime, was prefented wdth a handfome fable muff, 
as a prefent from his daughter. 

Saturday, the 15th, we dined with the commander, 
who, willing to give us an opportunity of feeing as 
much as we could of the manners and cuftoms of the 
country, invited all the principal inhabitants of the 
town, to his houfe this evening. The drelTcs of the 
women were fplendid, after the Kamtfchadale manner. 
Captaid Shmaleff’s lady, and the wives of the other 
officers of the garrifon, were dreffed in a pretty taffe, 
partly in the Siberian, and partly in the European 
mode. Madame Behm, in particular, appeared in a 
grand European drefs. The richnefs and variety of 
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the (ilks worn by the w^omen, as well as the fingularity 
of their drefs, was very ftriking: and the whole had 
the air of fome enchanted feene, in the midft of the 
moff defert and dreary country in the uniVerfe. The 
entertainments of this night were dancing and finging. 
As we had fixed upon the next morning for our depar¬ 
ture, we retired early to our apartments, where three 
travellingdrelTes prefented themfclves to our view, made 
after the Kamtfchadale mode, which had been provided 
for us by the commander. He came to us himfclf 
foon after, to fee that proper care was taken in packing 
up our things. We had, indeed, no inconfiderable load 
of baggage; for, exclufive of his liberal prefents. Cap¬ 
tain Shmaleff, and fevcral other individuals, fliew^ed us 
many inffances of kindnefs and generofity. On the 
16th, early in the morning, we wxre preparing for our 
departure, when we were invited to take our leave of 
Madame Behm, in our paflTage to the boats. Already 
imprelfed with fentiments of the warmeft gratitude, 
for the benevolent and generous treatment we had re¬ 
ceived at Bolcheretfk, they were much heightened by 
the aft'edling feene which followed. On quitting our 
apartments, wefaw all the foldiers and coffacks of the 
garrifon drawn up on one fide; and, on the other, were all 
the male inhabitants of'the town, in their beff cloathing; 
the whole body of the people joining in a melancholy 
fong, which, we were informed, it w as ufual to ling on 
the departure of friends. Thus we marched till we ar¬ 
rived at the commander’s houfe, preceded by the drums 
and mufic belonging to the garrifon. Here we were 
received by Madame Behm, accompanied by fcveral 
ladies, habited in long lilk cloaks, lined with furs of 
various colours; forming a moff fplendid appearance. 
Having partook of fome refrelhment which had been 
provided for us, we proceeded to the water-fide, at¬ 
tended by the ladies, who joined with the reff of the 
people in the fong; and, having taken leave of Ma¬ 
dame Behm, after alluring her that the fenfe of the hof- 
pitality of Bolcheretfk, would be indelible in our hearts, 
we were too much affeded not to haffen into the boats. 
At putting off; we received three cheers, which we im¬ 
mediately returned; and, on doubling a point, where 
we laff beheld our friendly entertainers, they ftill added 
to our feelings, by a farewel cheer! On our return, the 
ffream was fo exceedingly rapid, that, notwithffanding 
the utmoff exertions of our condudors, we did not ar¬ 
rive at the firff village, Opatchin, till the 17th in the 
evening, which did not exceed the rate of 20 miles a 
day. On the 19th, we reached Natcheekin, and crolTed 
the plain to Karatchin on the 20th. The road was in 
much better order than when we pafled it before, as it 
froze fmartly in the night of the 19th. We proceeded 
down the Awatfka river on Friday, the 2iff, and palfed 
over the ffioals, at the entrance of the bay, before it 
was dark. During the whole of our journey, we w ere 
highly pleafed with the willingnefs and alacrity, wnth 
which the Toions and their Kamtfchadales afliffed us at 
the different oftrqgs. On feeing the Major, joy ap¬ 
peared in every countenance; and they were much af- 
feded upon being informed that he would fhortly leave 
them. A meffenger had been difpatched from Bolche¬ 
retfk to Captain Clcrke, acquainting him with the na¬ 
ture of our reception; and that the Major intended to 
accompany us on our return; apprizing him, at the 
fame time, of the day he might exped us. Wc ob- 
ferved, with plcafure, as we approached the harbour, 
all our boars coming towards us. The men w'erc all 
clean, and the officers as well arrayed as their w’ard- 
robes would then permit them to be. The Major was 
ffruck at the healthy appearance of our failors, and was 
furprized to fee that many of them had no other cover¬ 
ing than afhirtand trowfers, though it aduallyfnowed 
at that very inffant. Major Behm had expreffed an in¬ 
clination to vifit the ffiips before he landed ; but, being 
informed that Captain Clerke was extremely ill, he 
thought it would be improper to diffurb him at fo late 
an hour; it being then after nine o’clock. Mr. King 
therefore attended him to the ferjeant’s houfe, and af- 
terw'ards went on board to communicate to Captain 
7 R Clerke 

















6i8 


Capt. COOK'S VOYA 


Clcrkc what had happened at .Bolchcretflc, Me was 
much conccrrfcd to find that, during his abfcne.c, that 
officer’s health was confidcrably impaired, infiead of 
growing better, as we flattered ourfelves it might, from 
undifturbed repofe in the harbour, and a milk and ve¬ 
getable diet. The next morning, Mr. King cont>u( 5 ted 
the Major to the fliips; where he was received with 
every pojTiblemark of diflindion, and fainted with 13 
guns. He was attended by tlie commander of a Ruf¬ 
fian galliot, two merchants from Bolcherctfk, a mafVer 
of a floop, and the priefl: of the village of Paratounca. 
Having vifltcd the Captain, and taken a view of the 
two fliips, he returned to dine on board the Refolu- 
tion. In the courfe of the afternoon, the curiofitics 
which we had colle^cd were fliew n him, and an alfort- 
inent of each article prefented to him by Captain 
Clerke. Here wc cannot fupprefs an inflance of great 
generofity and gratitude in our Tailors? who, being in¬ 
formed of the handlome prefent w'hich had been made 
them by the Major, voluntarily requefted that their 
grog might be withheld, and their allowance of fpirits 
prefented to the garrifon of Bolchcretfk? faying they 
knew brandy was extremely fcarce in that country, the 
foldiers on fhore having offered four roubles a bottle 
for it. We could not but admire this extraordinary 
facrificc, knowing how much the failors felt, when 
abridged or deprived of their grog. Indeed, they 
never had that article withheld from them but in warm 
weather, that they might enjoyra greater proportion 
when it was moft necelfary ? but this generous propo- 
fal would deprive them of it, even in the inclement 
feafon wc had naturally tocxpcjfl: in our northern expe¬ 
dition. The officers, however, would not permit them 
to fuflfer by their generofity, and fubflituted, in the 
room of the fmall quantity of brandy, which the Ma¬ 
jor confented to accept, an equal quantity of rum. 
A dozen or two of Cape wine for Madame Behm, and 
fome other trifling prefents which we were enabled to 
make, were accepted with great politenefs. "I’hc to¬ 
bacco was diftributed the next morning, among the 
crews of both vefTels ; every man that chewed orfmoked 
tobacco being allowed three pounds, and the others who 
did not, only one* We have already obferved that the 
Major had reflgned the command of Kamtfchatka, and 
was fpeedily torrepair to Pctcrlburgh? and he now cx- 
prefled his. willingnefs, to convey any difpatches we 
Tni<Tht chufe to commitito his care. Such an oppor-. 
tumty was not to.be iieglCtSfcd.; and Captain Clerke re- 
auefted him to take the charge of fome papers .relative 
to our voyage, to the. Britifli AmbaflTador at tlie Ruffian 
court. At firft, we intended to tranfmit only a con- 
cife i?iurnal of our proceedings? but, after mature con- 
fideration. Captain Clerke was of opinion, that the 
whole account of our difeoveries might fafely be com¬ 
mitted to tile care of a man, who had given the ffrongefl: 
proofs of probity and virtue. Conlidcring alfo, that a 
very hazardous part of the voyage was ftill to be per¬ 
formed, hp refolvcd to fend, by him, the whole of Cap¬ 
tain Cook's journal ? together with his own, from the 
death of that commander, till our arrival at Kamtf¬ 
chatka; and alfo a chart of our difeoveries. Mr. 
Bayly and Mr. King alfo determined to fend an account 
of our proceedings to the board of longitude. From 
thefe precautions, had any accident befallen ue, the 
Admiralty would have become polfefled of the prin¬ 
cipal fads of our voyage. It was farther refolvcd, that 
a fmaller packet fliould be dlfpatchcd from Okotfle, 
which the Major tuppofed would reach Pctcrlburgh by 
December? and that he expeded to arrive there him- 
felf in February «r March. The Major was enter¬ 
tained alternately in the two fliips, as well as we were 
able, the three following days. On Thurfday, the 25th, 
he departed, and was faluted with 13 guns; the failors, 
at their own requefl, cxpvelRng their regard for ^im by 
three cheers. Mr. King and Mr, Webber attended 
hi.m the next morning, fome few miles up the Awatlka 
river, where the Rullian priefl: and his family were 
waiting to bid a lalt adieu to their conimandcr. When 
taking our leave of the Major, it is difficult to fay, whe¬ 
ther the worthy priefl and his family or ourfelves were 
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moftaffeded. I'hough our.a.qquainJtancc had been of 
Ihort duration, his behaviour hud infpired us with, the 
highefl efleem for him? and we could not part (perhaps 
for ever) with one, to whom wc were under fiich infinite 
obligations, without indulging the mofl tender feelings, 
Kxclufive of the ftores, which might probabjy. bc car¬ 
ried to a public account, the value of the private, pre- 
fents be beftoweel on us, mull have amounted to upwards 
of 200 pounds. But, however extraordinary this genc- 
rolity may appear, it was exceeded by his delicacy in 
conferring favours, and his ingenious endeavours to 
prevent oiir feeling the weight of obligations, which he 
knew \ye wxrc unable to requite. In luppc^rting a pub¬ 
lic charader, and maintaining the honour of his fovc- 
reign, he is flill more entitled tO; pur admiration, as he 
was aduaited by fentiments the mofl noble and en¬ 
larged. The fcrvicc in which w^e were engaged, he 
told us, was for the general benefit of mankind; and 
entitled us to the offices of humanity, and the privileges 
of citizens, in whatever country we might be driven. 
That, by aflbrding us fuch relief as was in his power, 
he was certain that he was acling agreeably to the 
willies of his emprefs? and that he could not fo en¬ 
tirely forget her charader, or his own honour, as to bar¬ 
ter for the performance of - a duty. Among other 
things, he fiiid, he made a particular point of fetting a 
good example to the Karntfchadales, who were jufl 
emerging from a flate of barbarifm ? that they confl- 
dered the Ruffians as.their patterns, in every refped; 
and that he hoped they would, in future, think it a duty 
incumbent on them to render flrangers every affiflance 
in their power, and believe it to, be the univerfal prac¬ 
tice of ail polilhcd and civilj2;cd nations. The Major 
having, fo far as he was capable, relieved our prefent 
diflrcflTes, he was not .unmindful of oiw future wants? 
and, imagining we fliould not be able to difeover the 
paflage wc were in fearcli of, and that we fliould return 
■ to Kamtfchatka; he procured from Captain Clerke, the 
particulars of what flour and cordage he fliould want, 
promiling to fend them from Okotlk, to w ait our ar¬ 
rival. He alfo prefenced the?. Captain w:ich a Written 
paper,enjoining every Ruffian fubjed to aflifl us to the 
utmoft of their abilities. Having thus,given a narra¬ 
tive of the journey of our party to, and their return 
from Bolcheretlk, their reception there, afid the depar¬ 
ture of Major Behm, we fliall now r.ccount the tranf- 
adions which pafled at Fetropaulowlka during pur ab- 
fCiKC. 

On Friday*, the 7th of IVIay, not long, after wc had 
quitted the bay of Awatlka, a great piece of icp drove 
againft the Refolution, and brought home tlTfcsJmaU 
bower anchor? in cbnfequcncc of w hich the other an¬ 
chor w^as weighed, and tlie fliip was moored again. 
The carpenters, w ho were occupied in flopping the 
leak, were under the neceffity of taking olf great part 
of the flicathlng from the bows ; and many of the 
trunnels were found, to be fo loofe and rotten, that they 
WTre drawn out eafily with the fingers. On Tuefday 
the 11 th, heavy gales blew from the N. E.which obliged 
both veflels to ftrike their yards and top-niafls; but 
the weather becoming mpre moderate in the afecraoon, 

• and the ice haying drifted away as far as the mouth of 
the harbour of Petropaulowlka, they warped clofe to 
the fliorc for the greater convenience of procuring wood 
and water, and again moored,, as before; the mouth of 
the bay lliut in by the moft fouthcrly point of Rakowina 
harbour, bearing S. and the town N. half W. at the 
the diflance of half a mile. On the 12th, a party was 
detached to cut wood, but made little progrefs in that 
fervice, on account of the fnow, w hich flill covered the 
ground. A convenient fpot,abrcaft of the fliips, was 
cleared, where there was a good run of w'atcr? and a 
tent being pitched for the cooper, the empty calks 
were landed, and the fail-makers fept afliore. On Sa¬ 
turday, the I5,d;i, as the beach was then clear of ice, a 
party was fent to. haul the feinc, and cauglft a plentiful 
fupply of fine!‘flat-flfli for the companies of both Ihips- 
From this time, indeed, till we quitted the hpboiir, wc ^ 
were even overpowered with the great quantities of iiih 
whidi came in from every quarter. The Toions, both 
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of this town, and of Panitounca, a neighbouring vil¬ 
lage, had received orders' from Major Bchm to employ, 
in our fcrvicc, all the Kamtfchadalcs; fo that it fre¬ 
quently happened, that wc could not take into the fliips 
theprefents which were fent us. They generally confided 
of herrings, trout, flat fifh, and cod. The former, which 
were in their higheft perfedlion, and of a delicious fla¬ 
vour, were in extreme plenty in this bay. 7 ’he people 
of the Difeovery, at one time, furroiinded fuch an a- 
mazing quantity in their feinc, that they were obliged 
to throw out a very conflderable number, left the net 
thould be broken to pieces; and the cargo they landed 
was din fo abundant, that, befides having a fuflleient 
dock for immediate ufc, they filled as many cafles as 
they could conveniently fpare for faking; and. aticr 
fending on board the Rcfolution a tolerable quantity k r 
the fame purpofc, they left behind fcvcral bulhels upon 
the beach. 

The icc and fnow now began rapidly to difappear, 
and plenty of nettle-tops, celery, and wild garlick, were 
gathered for the ufe of the crews; which being boiled 
with portable foup and wheat, furnilhed them with an 
excellent and falutary break fad; and with this they were 
every morning fupplied. I'lie birch-trccs were allb tap¬ 
ped, and the fweec juice, of which they produced great 
quantities, was condantly mixed wdih the brandy al¬ 
lowed to the men. On the i 6th, a fmall bullock was 
killed, which the ferjeant had procured for the fliips’ 
companies. Its weight was 272 pounds. It was Icrvcd 
out to both the crews for their Sunday’s dinner, and 
was the fird frclh beef which they had ta^^e I lince the 
departure of our vefiTels from the C-rpe of Good Hope, 
in December, 1776; a period of almod two years and a 
half. Thiseveningjohn Macinrofli,thc carpenter's mate 
expired, after having been afflidled with a dyfentery ever 
finccwe had left thcdSandwich Iflcs. He was a peaceable 
and indudrious man, and greatly regictted bv his mefs- 
mates- Though he was the fourth perfon that we had 
loft by fleknefs during our voyage, he was the fird who, 
from" his age and conftitution, could be faid to have 
had, on ourYctting out, an equal chance of life with the 
reft of his companions. Watgian v\as fuppofed by us 
to be about 60 years old; and Roberts, and Mr. Ander- 
fon, from the decline which had manifeftly commenced 
before our departure from England, moft probably 
could not, under anycircumflances, have lived to a later 
period than they did. 

Captain Clcrkc s health continuing daily to decline, 
norwithftanding the falutary change of diet which 
Kamtfchatka aftbrded him, the prieft of Paratounca, as 
foon as he was informed of the weak, ftatc he was in, 
fupplied him every day with milk, bread, fowls, and 
frcfli butter, though his habitation was t 6 miles from 
the harbour where our fliips were flationed. On our 
arrival, the Ruflian hofpital, near the town of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, was in a very deplorable flacc. All the 
foldiers were, in a greater or Icfs degree, afflibled with 
the feurvy, many being in the laft ftage of that difor- 
der. The reft of the Ruffian inhabitants were likevvife 
in a fimilar Condition ; and wc obferved, that our friend 
the ferjeant, by drinking too freely of the fpirits he had 
received from us, had brought on himfclf, in the courfe 
of a few days, fcvcral of the moft alarming fymptoms 
of that difeafe.' Captain Clcrkc, defirous of relieving 
them from this lamentable ftate, put them all under 
the care of our furgeons, and gave orders, that a fup- 
ply of four krout, and malt, for wort, fliould be fur- 
niflicd for their ufe. A furprifing alteration foon took 
place in the figures of moft of them; and their fpeedy 
recoveiy was chiefly attributed to the cftccfts of the 
fwcet wort. 

On Tuefday, the ift of June, 250 poods, or 9,000 
pounds weight of rye flour, were brought on board the 
Rcfolution; and the Difeovery received a proportional 
quantity. We were fupplied with this flour from the 
ftores of Pctropauloufka. I'he men were now put on 
their full allowance of bread, which, from the time of 
our leaving the Cape of Good Hope, they had not been 
indulged in. The fame day, we compleated our flock 

water, 65 tons having been conveyed on board. Fri¬ 


day, the 4th, we had frefli breezes, and heavy rains, fo 
that uc were difappointed in our defign of drefling the 
fliips, and obliged to content ourfelvcs with firing 21 
gun$, in honour of His Majefty's birth-day, and cele¬ 
brating it, in ocher refpecfs, in the beft manner we 
could. Port, who, oil account of his (kill in languages, 
was left with us, partobk, as well as the ferjeant, (in the 
capacity of commandant of the place) of the entertain¬ 
ment of the day. The worthy prieft of Paratounca, 
having been irifomied that it was the anniverfary of our 
foveteign’s birth, gave likewife a fumpiuous feaft, at 
which fcvcral of our gentlemen were prclcnt, who were 
highly pleafed with their entertainment; of which dan¬ 
cing formed a part. On the (5th, 20 head of cattle ar¬ 
rived, having been fent us; b)Mhc diredtions of the com¬ 
mander, from the Vcrchnci Oflrog, which Hands on 
.the river Kamtfchatka, at the diftance of almoft a hun¬ 
dred miles from this place. Thel'e cattle were of a mo¬ 
derate fizc; and, though the Karntichadales had been 
17 days in driving them down to the harbour, were iii 
good condition when they arrived, 'fhe four fuccccd- 
mg days were employed in making preparations for 
putting to Tea; and on Friday; the iitli, about two 
o'clock in the morning, wc began to unmoor. Before; 
however, we had got up one anchor, fo violent a gale 
fprung up from the N. E. that w e thought proper to 
moor again, fuppoflng, from the pofitidn of the en¬ 
trance of the Bay, that the current of w'ind would, 
in all probability; fet up the channel. The pinnace 
was difpatchcd to examine the paflage, and re¬ 
turned with intelligence, that the wind blew violently 
from the S. E. with a great fwell, fetting into the bay; 
fo that any attempt to get out to fca would have been 
attended with confidei*able rifquc^ Mr: Port now took 
his leave of us, carrying with him the box containing 
the journa].s of our voyage, which Major BHiiti was to 
take charge of, and the packet that was to* be forw’ardcd 
by expreis. On the I2ih, the gale having abated, we 
beaan unmooring again ; but, after having broken the 
meffengcr, and reeved a running purcHafe with a fix 
inch liaufcr, which likewife broke three riines, we were, 
at laft, under the neccffity of heaving a ftrain at low 
water, and waiting for the flowing of the tide to raife 
the anchor. This' meafure fucceeded, though not with¬ 
out damaging the cable. About three o’clock in the 
afternoon,* the beft bower was weighed, and wc fet fail; 

• but, at eight, the tide making againft us, and the wind 
being inconfidcmblc, we anchored again in ten firthom? 
w'atcr, off the mouth of Rakowina harbour : the Oftrog 
bcino- at the diftance of between two and three miles, 
bcarmg N. by E. half E. the elevated rock on the vveft- 
ern fide of the paflage, bearing S. and the needle rocks, 
on the caftern fide of the palTagc, S. S. E. half E; 

On Sunday, the 13th, at four o’clock, A. M. we got 
under way vvith the tide of ebb; and, as ther^ was a 
perfeeft calm, the boats were difpatched a 4 iead for the 
purpofe of towing the fliips. About 10, a fouth-eafteiiy 
wind fpringing up, and the tide haying turned, we were 
obliged to let go our anchors again, in feven fitthoirrs; 
the Oftrog bearing N. half E. at the diftance of a mile 
from the land that was neareft to us; and the threo 
needle rocks being in the direction of S. halfE; In 
the afternoon. Captain Gore and Lieutenant King land¬ 
ed on the caft fide of the paflage, where they obferved,' 
in two diflerenr places, the remains of fpifcious villages; 
and, on the fide of a hill, they favv an old ruined para- 
pet, with four or five embrafures. It had guns mounted 
on it in Becring!s time, as that navigator himfclf in¬ 
forms us; and commanded the pafTage up* the mouth 
of the bay. Not far from this fpot, were the ruin's of 
fomc fubterraneous caverns, which our two gentlemen, 
conjectured to have been magazines. About fix o’clock 
P. M. we weighed anchor, with the ebb ride, and 
turned to windward; but, two hours after, a thick fog 
coming on, wc were under the neccflity of bringing to, 
our foundings notalfording usafufiicient dirediori for 
fleering betwixt fcvcral fun ken rocks, fituated on each 
fide of the paflage we were to make. The next morn¬ 
ing, the fog in feme degree difperfing,' we weighed as 
foon as the tide began to ebb; and, there beiug lit¬ 
tle 
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tic wind, the boats were fent a-hcad to tow; but, about 
lo o’clock, both the wind and tide fet in fo ftrong from 
the fea, that we were once more obliged to call anchor, 
in 13 fathoms water, the high rock being at the dif- 
tance oflix furlongs, in the diredion of W. one quarter 
S. We continued, during the remainder of the day, 
in this (ituation, the wind blowing frefli into the mouth 
of the bay. I’owards the evening, the weather was 
extremely dark and cloudy with an unfettled wind. 

On the i5ch, we were furprized, before day-light, 
with a rumbling noife, that rcfemblcd diflant thunder,* 
and when the day appeared, we found that the Tides and 
decks of our lliips were covered, near an inch thick, 
with a fine duft like emery. The air was at the fame 
time loaded and obfeured with this fubftance; and, to¬ 
wards the volcano mountain, which Rands to the north¬ 
ward of the harbour, it was exceedingly thick and black, 
infomuch that we were unable to diftinguifh the body 
of the hill. About 12 o’clock, and during the after¬ 
noon, the loudnefs of the eXplofions increafed; and they 
were fucccedcd by fliowers of cinders, which, in gene¬ 
ral, were of the fize of peas, though many of thofe that 
were picked up from the deck were larger than a hazel 
nut. Several fmall Rones, which had undergone no al¬ 
teration from the adion of fire, fell with the cinders. 
In the evening we had dreadful claps of thunder, and 
vivid flaflies of lightning, which, with the darknefs of 
the Iky, and the fulphurcous fmell of the air, produced 
a very awful and tremendous effcifl. Our diRance from 
the foot of the mountain was, at this time, about eight 
leagues. On the 16th, at day-break, we got up our an¬ 
chors, and Rood out of the bay; but the wind falling, 
and the tide of ebb fetting acrofs the palfagc on the eaR- 
ern Riore, we were driven very near the three needle 
rocks, ficuated on that lide of the entrance, and were 
under the neccflity of hoi Ring out the boats, for the 
purpofe of towing the fliips clear of them. At 12 
o’clock, we w'ere at the diRance of fix miles from the 
land; and our depth of water was 43 fathoms, over a 
bottom of fmall Rones, of the fame kind with thofe 
which had fallen upon our decks, after the late erm^tion 
of the volcano. The country had now a very different 
appearance from what it had on our firR arrival. The 
fnow', except what remained on the fummits of fome 
very lofty mountains, had vaniRied; and the Tides of the 
hills, which abounded with wood in many parts, were 
covered wdth a beautiful verdure. As our Commander 
intended to keep in fight of the coaR of Kamtfchatka, 
as much as the weather would allow, in order to afeer- 
tain its pofition, we continued to Reer towards the N. 
N. E. with variable light winds, till Friday, the i8ch. 
The volcano was Rill obferved to throw' up immenfe 
volumes of fmoke ; and we did not Rrikc ground with 
150 fathoms of line, at the diRance of 12 miles from 
the fliore. This day the wind blew frcfli from the S. 
and the weather became fo thick and hazy, that it was 
imprudent to make any further attempts at prefent to 
keep in fight of the land. However, that w-e might be 
ready, whenever the fog Riould clear up, to refume our 
Turvey, w'e ran on in the direction of the coaR, (as re- 
prefented in the Ruffian charts) and fired fignal guns 
for the Difeovery to proceed on the Tame courfe. At 
j r o’clock, juR before we loR fight of land, Cheepoon- 
f!*:oi Nofs, To denominated by the Ruffians, w'as at the 
diRance of (even or eight leagues, bearing N. N. E. On 
the 20th, at three o’clock in the morning, the weather 
becoming clearer, w'e Rood in towards the land; and, 
in the fpace of an hour afterwards, faw’ it a-head,ex- 
rending fiom N.W. toN. N.E. at the diRance of about 
five leagues. 'The northern part we conjedured to be 
Kionotikoi Nofs; its pofition in the Ruffian charts, 
nearly agreeing with our reckoning in refped to its la- 
ntude, which was 54deg. 42 min. N. though, in point 
of longitude, we difered confiderably from them; for 
c’ney place it i deg. 48 min. E. of Awatfka; whereas 
our computation makes it 3 deg. 34 min. E. of that 
place, or 162 deg. 17 min. E. of Greenwich. The land 
about this cape is very elevated, and the inland moun- 
rains were, at this time, covered with fnow. There is 
no appearance of inlets or bays in the coaR; and the 
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Riore breaks off in Reep cliffs. We had not long been 
gratified with this view of the land, when the^wind 
frelhened from the S. W. bringing on a thick foir 
which obliged us to Rand off in the direction of N. k! 
by E. The fog difperfing about noon, wc again Rcered 
for the land, cxpe^fling to fall in with Kamtfchatflcoi 
Nofs, and gained a fight of it at day-break on the 21R. 
The S. W. wind being foon after fucceeded by a light 
breeze that blew’ off the land, wc were prevented from 
approaching the coaR fufficiently near to determine its 
diredion, or deferibe its afpect. At noon, our long, 
was 163 deg. 50 min. and our lat. 55 deg. 52 min. the 
extremes of the land bore N. W. by VV. three quarters 
VV. and N. byW. three quartersVV. and the ncarcR part 
was at the diRance of about 24 miles. At nine in the 
evening, when wc had approached about 6 miles nearer 
the coaR, it appeared to form a projecting peninfula, 
and to extend i r or 12 leagues in the direction nearly 
of N. and S. It is level, and of a moderate elevation; 
the fouthern extreme terminates in alow Roping point* 
that to the northward forms a Reep bluff head; and 
between them, 10 or 12 miles to the S. of the northern 
cape, there is a conlidcrable break in the land. Qn both 
Tides of this break, the land is low. A remarkable hill, 
rcTembling a Taddlc, rifes beyond the opening; and a 
chain of lofty mountains, capped with Tnow, extends 
along the back of the whole peninfula. As the coaR 
runs in an even direction, wc were uncertain with re- 
Tpedt to the pofition of KamtTchatlkoi Nofs, which, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Muller, fonns a projecting point to¬ 
wards the middle of the peninfula; but wc afterwards 
found, that, in a late Ruffian map, that appellation is 
given to the fouthern cape. The latitude of this, from 
feveral accurate obfervations, was 56 deg. 3 min. and 
its longitude, 163 deg. 20 min. To the S. of this pc- 
ninfula, the great river Kamtfchatka runs into the fea. 
The Teafon being too far advanced for us to make an 
accurate Turvey of the coaft of Kamtfchatka, it was the 
defign of Captain Clerke, on our courfe to Bcering's 
Straights, to afeertain chiefly the refpedive Tituations 
of the projeding points of the coaR. We therefore 
Reered acrofs a fpacious bay, laid down between 
Kamtfchatflcoi Nofs and Olutorlkoi Nofs, with a view 
of making the latter; which is reprefented by the Ruf¬ 
fian geographers, as terminating the peninfulaofKamtf- 
chacka, and as being the fouthern limit of the country 
of the Koriacs. 

On Tuefday, the 22d, w'c paffed a dead whale, which 
emitted a moR horrible fmell, perceivable at the dif- 
tance of three or four mfles. It was covered with a 
very confiderable number of gulls, petrels, and other 
Oceanic birds, which w'cre regaling themfclvcs upon it. 
On the 24th, the wind, which had fliiftcd about dur¬ 
ing the three preceding days, fettled at S. bringing 
on clear weather, with which wc proceeded towards the 
N. E. by N. acrofs the bay, having no land in fight. In 
the courfe of this day we obferved a great number of 
gulls, and were difguRed with th^ indelicate manner 
of feeding of the arcRic gull, w'hich has procured it the 
appellation of the parafite. This bird, w hich is rather 
larger than the common gull, purfucs the latter fpecies 
whenever it meets them ; the gull, after flying about for 
fome time, with loud fereams, and manifeR indications 
of extreme terror, drops its excren^nt, which its pui- 
fucr inRantly darts'at, and catches in its beak before it 
falls into the fea. 

On Friday, the 25th, at one o’clock, P. M. when in 
the latitude of 59 deg. 12 min. and in the longitude ot 
168 deg. 35 min. a very thick fog came on, about the 
time w'C cxpeiRcd to obtain a view of Olutorlkoi Nofs, 
which (if Muller’s pofition of it, in the latitude of 59 
deg. 30 min. and in the longitude of 167 deg. 36 min. 
is right) could then have been only 12 leagues Iroin us; 
at which diRance, w’e might eafilyhave difcerned land 
of a moderate height ( 5 ur depth of water, at prefent, 
was fo great, that we had no ground with 160 fathouis 
of line. The fog Rill continuing, prevented us from 
making a nearer approach to tlie land, and wc Reered 
E. by N. at five o’clock, which is a little more caRcrly 
than the Ruffian charts reprefent the trending of the 
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coart from Olutorfkoi Nofs. The next day, a frefh 
gale blew trom the S. W. which lafted till noon on the 
ayth, when the vveather clearing up, we rteered to the 
N. with an intention of making the land. Our latitude, 
at this time, was 59 deg. 49 min. and our longitude 
175 deg. 43 min. Though we faw fomc lliags in the 
morning, which are imagined never to fly far from the 
land, yet there was no appearance of it during the 
whole day* However, the next morning, about lix 
o’clock, we had light of it towards theN. W. The 
coaft appeared in hills of a moderate elevation; but 
inland, others were obferved confidcrably higher. The 
fnow lying in .patches, and no wood being perceived, 
the land had a very barren afpedh At nine o’clock, 
we were ten or eleven miles from the fliore, the fou- 
thern extreme bearing W. by S. about fix leagues dif- 
tant, beyond w'hich the coaft feemed to incline to the 
W. This point being in the longitude of 174 deg. 
48 min. and in the latitude of 61 deg. 48 min. is fitu- 
ated according to the Rufllan charts, near the mouth 
of the river Opuka. The northern extremity, at the 
fame time, bore N. by W. between which, and a hill 
bearing N. W. by W. quarter W. the coaft appeared to 
bend towards the W. and form a deep bay. At the 
dirtance of about eight miles from the land we obferved 
a ftrong rippling; and being under apprehenfions of 
meeting with foul ground, we made fail to the N. E. 
along the coaft. On heaving the lead, we found the 
depth of water to be 24 fathoms, over a bottom of gra¬ 
vel. We therefore concluded, that the appearance 
above-mentioned, was occafioned by a tide, then run¬ 
ning to the fouthward. At noon, the extremes of the 
land bearing W. S. W. and N. N. E. we were abreaft 


of the low land, which, we now obferved, joined the 
two points, where vve had before expedled to difeover 
a deep bay. The coaft bends a little towards the W. 
and has a fmall inlet, which is, perhaps, the mouth df 
feme inconfiderable river. Our longitude w’as now 
175 deg. 43 min. and our latitude 61 deg. 56 min- 
During the atternoon, we continued our courfe along 
the coaft, which exhibited an appearahee of fterility, 
and the hills rofe to a confiderable elevation inland, but 
the clouds on their tops prevented us from determin¬ 
ing their height. About eight o’clock in the evening, 
forne of our people thought they faw' land to the E. by 
N. upon which we flood to the fouthward of E* but it 
proved to be nothing more than a fog bank. At mid¬ 
night, the extreme point bearing N. E. quarter E. w'c 
conjedlured that it was St. Thadeus’s Nofs ; to the S. of 
which the land inclines towards the W. forming a 
deep bight, vvherein the river Katirka, according to the 
chans publifhed by the Ruffians, is fituate. On Tuef- 
day the 29th, the weather was unfettled, with the wind 
at the N. E. point. On the 30th, at noon, we obferved 
in longitude 180 deg. and latitude 61 deg. 48 min. At 
this time, St. Thadeus’s Nofs bore N. N. W. at the 
diftanceof 23 leagues; and beyond it we perceived the 
Goaftextending almoft dircdlly N. The eafternmoft 
point of the Nofs is in the latitude of 62 deg. 50 min. 
and in the longitude of 179 deg. The land about it, 

I ftom its being difeerned at fo great a diftance, may 
juftly be fuppofed to be of a confiderable height. Dur¬ 
ing this and the preceding day, vve faw numbers of fea- 
horfes, whales, and feals; alfo albatrofTcs, gulls, fea- 
parrots, guillemots, and other birds. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

The Refolution and Difeovery continue their courfe to the north—Tfchukotjkoi Nofs defcried-^TJle of St. La^jcrence—Sight of 
the two coaft s of Ajia and America at the fame vftant^ObftriiSfions from the ice—Frmtlefs attempts to difeover a paftage 
on the American fide—The plan of Captain Oerket ‘With rcfpeCl to ourfixture dcftgns — Attempt, in vain, to pafs the, ice to 
the north-zveft—Critical Jiiuaiion of the Difo-very-^Tbe damages fuftained, after having again been obftruSIed by the 
ice—Captain Clcrke refolvcs, to the great joy of the fhif s crew, to return to the fouthward—Pafs Serdze Kamen—Proceed 
through Beering s Straits—Remarks on the extent of the north-eaft coaft of Aft a—Reafons for reje^ing MullcPs map-^ 
Impraflicability of a mrlh-caft, or nonb-weft pajfagefrom the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean—Tbeprogrefs made ini^jS, 
compared with that made in 1779 — Obfei'vations on the Sea, Sea-Coafts, ^c. North of Beering s Straits, 


O N Thurfday, the rft of July 1779, at noon, Mr. 
Bligh, mafter of the Refolution, found by ex¬ 
periment, that the ftiip made a courfe to the 
N. E. at the rate of about half a mile in an hour: this he 
attribute^ to the efled: of a fouthcrly fwell, rather than 
to that of any current. The wind towards the even¬ 
ing, frclhening from the S. E. we fleered to the N. E. 
by E. for the point that Beering calls Tfchukotlkoi 
Nofs, which we had obferved on the 4th of September 
the preceding year,at the fame time that we perceived, 
towards the S. E. the Iflc of St. Lawrence. This cape, 
and St. Thadcus’s Nofs, from the norch-eaftern and 
fouth-weftern extremes of the extenfive Gulph of Ana¬ 
dir, into the bottom of which the river of that name 
difeharges itfelf, feparating, as it pafies, the country of 
thcTfchutfki from that of the Koriacs. On the 3d, 
at noon, wc obferved in latitude 63 deg. 33. min. longi¬ 
tude 186 deg. 45 min. Between twelve and one, we 
deferied the Tfchukotlkoi Nofs, bearing N. half W. at 
the diftance of 13 or 14 leagues. At five in the after¬ 
noon, we faw the ifland of St. Eawrence, in the di- 
redion of E. three-quarters N. and alfo another ifland, 
which we imagined was between St. Lawrence and 
Anderfon’s Ifland, about i 8 miles E. S. E, of the for¬ 
mer. As wc had no certain knowledge of this ifland. 
Captain Clcrke was inclined to have a nearer view of 
it, and immediately hauled the wind towards it; but it 
unfortunately happened, that vve were unable to weather 
the IfleofSt. Lawrence, and were therefore obliged to 
bear up again, and pafs them all to the leeward. The 
latitude of the Ifland of St. Lawrence, according to the 
moft accurate obfervations, is 63 deg. 47 min. and its 
No. 76. 


longitude is 188 deg. 15 min. This ifland, if its 
boundaries were at prefent within our view, is about 
three leagues in circumference. The northern part of 
it may be difeerned at the diftance of ten or a dozen 
leagues. As it has fome low land to the S. E. the ex¬ 
tent of which we could not perceive, fome of us fup- 
pofed, that it might perhaps be joined to the land to the 
eaftward of it: we were, however, prevented by the 
hazinefs of the weather, from afeertaining this circum- 
ftance. Thefe iflands, as well as the land adjoining 
to the Tfchukotflcoi Nofs, were covered with fnow, 
and prefented a moft difmal afpeeft. About midnight, 
the Ifle of St. Lawrence w'as five or fix miles diftant, 
bearing S. S. E. and our foundings were 18 fathoms. 
We were accompanied with fea fowl of various forts, 
and obferved fome guillemots and fmall crefted hawks. 
The vveather continuing to thicken, we loft fight of 
land till Monday the 5th, when we had a view of it 
both to the N. E. and N. W. Our longitude, at this 
tirne, was 1 89 deg. 14 min. and our latitude 65 deg. 24 
min. As the iflands of St. Diomede, which are fitu- 
ated in Bccring’s Strait, between the two continents 
of Afia and America, were determined by us the pre¬ 
ceding year to be in the latitude of 65 deg. 48 min. wc 
were at a lofs how to reconcile the land towards the N. 
E. with the pofition of thofe iflands. We therefore 
flood for the land till three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when we were within the diftance of four miles from 
it, and diftovering it to be two iflands, v’cre pretty well 
convinced of their being the fame; but the hazinefs 
•of the weather ftill continuing, we, in order to be cer¬ 
tain, with refpeft to our firuation, flood over to the 
7 S Afiatic 
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Afiatic coalV, till about fcvcn o’clock in the evening; 
at which time we had approached w'ithin two or three 
leagues of the eaftern cape of that continent. The 
Cape is an elevated round head of land, and extends 
alx)ut live miles from N. toS. It forms a peninfula, 
which is connetllcd with the continent by a narrow 
illhmus of low land. It has a bold Ihore; and three 
lofty, detached, fpiral rocks, arc fecn off its N. part. 
It was at prefent covered with fnow^, and the beach cn- 
compalTed with ice. We w'cre now convinced of our 
having been under the influence of a llrong current 
fetting to the northward, which had occafioned an error 
of twenty miles in our computation of the latitude at 
noon. At the time of our palling this Strait the lafl: 
year, w^e had experienced a fimilar effccfl:. Having now 
afeertained our pofition, we fleered N. by E. At ten 
o'clock in the evening, the weather clearing up, vve 
faw, at the lame inllant, the remarkable peaked hill 
near Cape Prince of Wales, on the North American 
coaff, and the Eaft Cape of Alia, with the two iflands 
of St. Diomede between them. In the courfe of this 
day, we faw feveral large w hitc gulls, and great num¬ 
bers of very fmall birds of the hawk kind. The beak 
of the latter w'as comprefied, and large in proportion 
to the body of the bird: the colour was dark brown, 
or rather black, the breafl: whitilli, and towards the ab¬ 
domen a reddilh brown hue was vilible. On the 6th, 
at twelve o’clock, our latitude was 67 deg. and our 
longitude i9r deg. 6 min. Having already palTcd 
many large malTes of ice, and obferved that it adhered, 
in feveral places, to the fliorc of the Afiatic continent, 
we were not greatly furprifed when we fell in, about 
three o’clock, w'ith an extcnfive body of it, ftretching 
towards the W. This appearance confiderably dif- 
coura^ed our hopes of proceeding much further to the 
N. this year, than we had done the preceding. There 
being little wind in the afternoon, the boats w'cre hoifled 
out in purfuitof the fea-horfes, great numbers of which 
were feen on the detached pieces of ice; but they re¬ 
turned without fuccefs; thefc animals being extremely 
fliy, and, before our people could come within gun-fliot 
ofthem,always retreated into the water. At feven o’clock 
P. M. having hoifleil in the boats, we flood on to the 
north-caflward, with a frelh foutherly breeze, intend¬ 
ing to explore the American continent, between the la¬ 
titudes of 68 deg. and 69 deg. which, on account of 
the foggy w'cather, we had not an opportunity of ex¬ 
amining the lall year. In this attempt we were partly 
difappointed again; for, on the 7th, about fix o’clock 
in the morning, we were flopped by a large body of 
ice, llretching from N. W. toS. E. but, not long after¬ 
wards, the horizon becoming clear, we had a view of 
the American coafl, at the dillanceof about ten leagues, 
extending from N. E. by E. to E. and lying between 68 
deg. and 68 deg. 20 min. of northern latitude. The 
ice not being high, we were enabled by the clearnefs of 
the weather to fee over a great extent of it. The 
whole exhibited a compad folid furface, not in the 
icaflthawed; and feemed alfo to adhere to the land. 
Soon after, the weather becoming hazy, we loft fight of 
the land; and it being impolTible to approach nearer 
to it, we ftccred to the N. N. W. keeping the ice clofc 
onboard; and having, by noon, got round its weftern 
extremity, w’c found that it trended nearly N. Our 
longitude, at this time, was 192 deg. 34 min. and our 
latitude 68 deg. 22 min. We proceeded along the 
edge of the ice, to the N. N. E. during the remainder 
of the day, palling through many loofe pieces w'hich 
had been feparated from the main body, and againft 
which ourvelfels were driven with great violence, not- 
withftanding our utmoft caution. About eight in the 
evening, wc palfed fome drift-wood: at midnight the 
wind veered to the N. W. and there were continued 
fhowers of fnow and fleet. The thermometer had now 
fallen from 38 deg. to 31 deg. On Thurfday, the 8th, 
at five o’clock, the wind lliifting more to the north¬ 
ward, wc could continue to longer on the fame tack, 
by reafon of the ice, but were under the ncceflity of 
ftanding towards the W. Our depth of water, at this 
lime, was 19 fathoms; from which, upon comparing 


it with our remarks on the foundings in the pre¬ 
ceding year, we inferred, that our prefent diftancefrom 
the coaft of America did not exceed fix or feven leagues* 
but our view was circumferibed within a much nar-* 
rower compafs, by a heavy fall of fnow. Our latitude 
at noon, was 69 deg. 21 min. and our longitude 102 
deg. 42 min. At two o’clock P. M. the weather be¬ 
came clearer, and w'e found ourfelves clofe to an cx- 
panfe of ice, which, from the maft-head, was difeovered 
to confift of very large compadf bodies; united to¬ 
wards the exterior edge, but, in the interior parts, fome 
pieces were obferved floating in vacant fpaces of the 
water: it extended from W. S. W. to N. E. by N. 
We bore away tow ards the S. along the edge of it, en¬ 
deavouring to get into clearer water; for the ftVong 
northerly winds had drifted down fuch numbers of 
loofe pieces, that wc had been encompafled with them 
for fome time, and were unable to prevent the Ihips 
from ftriking againft feveral of them. On the 9th, a 
frcfli gale blew from the N. N. W. accompanied with 
violent Ihowers of fnow and fleet. Wc fleered W. S. 
W. and kept as near the main body of ice as we could • 
but had the misfortune to damage the cut-water againft 
the drift pieces, and rub oft' fome of the fiieathing from 
the bows. The fliocks, indeed, which our fliips re¬ 
ceived, were frequently very fevere, and were attended 
with conliderablc hazard. Our latitude, at noon, was 
69 deg. 12 min. and our longitude 188 deg. 5 min. 

We had now failed almoft 40 leagues to the W. along 
the edge of the ice, without perceiving any opening, or 
a clear fea beyond it towards the N. no profpedl there¬ 
fore remained of making further progrefs to the north¬ 
ward at prefent. For this reafon Captain Clcrke deter¬ 
mined to bear aw'ay to S. by E. the only quarter which 
was clear, and to wait till the feafon was fomewhac 
more advanced, before he made any further attempts 
to penetrate through the ice. He propofed to employ 
the intermediate time in furveying the b.iyof St. Law¬ 
rence, and the coaft fituatc to the S. of it; as it would 
be a great fatisfadion to have a harbour fo near, in cafe 
of future damage from the quantity of ice in thefe 
parts. We were alfo defirous of paying another vifit 
CO the TfchutlEi; and more particularly fince the 
accounts wehad heard of them from Major Behm. In 
confei|uenccof this determination, we made fail to the 
fouthward, till the loth at noon, when we pafied con- 
fiderable quantities of drift ice, and a perfed calm en- 
fued. The latitude, at this time, was 68 deg. i min. 
and the longitude 188 deg. 30 min. This morning wc 
faw feveral whales; and in the afternoon, there being 
great numbers of fea-horfes on the pieces of ice that 
furrounded us, w’choifted out the boats, and difpatchcd 
them in purfuit of thofe animals. Our people had 
more fuccefs on this occafion, than they had on the 6th; 
for they returned with three large ones, and a young 
one, befides having killed or wounded fome others. 
They were witnefifes of feveral ftriking inftances of 
parental aftedion in thefe animals. All of them, on 
the approach of the boats towards the ice, took their 
young ones und6r their fins, and attempted to cfcape 
with them into the fea. Some, whofc cubs were killed 
or wounded, and left floating upon the furface of the 
water, rofe again, and carried them down, fometimes 
juft as our men w^ere on the point of taking them into 
the boat; and could be traced bearing them to a con- 
liderable diftapee through the w'ater, w'hich w'as ftained 
W'ith their blood. They were afterwards obferved 
bringing them, at intervals, above the furfecc, as if for 
air, and again [dunging under it, with a horrid bel¬ 
lowing. The female, in particular, w hofc young one 
had been killed, and taken into the boar, became fo fu¬ 
rious, that file even Ilruck her two tulks through the 
bottom of the cutter. About eight o’clock in the 
evening, an cafterly breeze fpriing up, with which wc 
coiuinued to fteerto the louthward; and, at midnight, 
fell in with many extenfive bodies of ice. Wc at¬ 
tempted to pulE through them under an caly fail, that 
the fhips might fuftain no damage; and when wc had 
proceeded a little further towards the S. nothing was 
vifible but a very laige and compadl mafs of ice, ex¬ 
tending 
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tending to the N. E. S. W. and S. E. as far as the eye 
could reach. This formidable obftacle prevented our 
vifiting the Tfchutfki; for no fpace remained open, ex¬ 
cept back again to the northward. We therefore tacked, 
at three o’clock in the morning of the i ith, and (food 
to that quarter. The lat. at noon, was 67 deg. 49 min. 
and the long. 188 deg. 47 min. On Monday, the 12th, 
we had light winds and hazy weather. On examining 
the current, we found it fet towards the N. W. at the 
rateofhalfa milean hour. Wecontinued our northerly 
courfe, with a breeze from the S. and fair weather, till 
lO o’clock in the morning of the 13th, when we again 
found ourfelves clofe in with a folid mafs of ice, to w'hich 
w'c could perceive no limits from the mart-head. This 
was an elfedlual difeouragement to all our hopes of pe¬ 
netrating further; which had been greatly raifed, by odr 
having now advanced almort: 10 leagues, through a 
fpace, which, on the 9th, had been found to be occupied 
by impenetrable ice. Our fituation, at this time, was 
nearly in the middle of the channel, betwixt the two 
continents; our lat. was 69 deg. 37 min. and the 
main body of the ice extended from W. S, W. to E. 
N. E. 

In that part of the fea w'here wo now wore, there was 
no probability of getting further to the north Captain 
Clerke therefore detern\incd to make a final attempt on 
the coart of America, for Baffin’s Bay, fince we had 
found it pradficable to advance the furthert on this fide, 
in the preceding year. We accordingly, during the re¬ 
mainder of the day, worked to the w'indward, with a 
frefh breeze from the eall. We obferved fcvcral fulmars, 
and aF(£lic gulls, and parted two trees, both of which 
feemed to have lain a long time in the water. The 
larger one w^as, in length, ten or eleven feet, and in cir¬ 
cumference, about three, without either the bark or 
branches. We continued our courfe to the caftward 
on the 14th, with thick foggy w'eather. The next day, 
the wind blowing frefh from the w^eft, and having, in 
fome mcafure, difperfed the fog, we immediately fteer- 
ed to the north, in order to have a nearer view^ of the ice; 
and we were foon clofe in with it. It extended from 
N. N. W. to N. E. and w'as folid and eompa(!:t: the ex¬ 
terior parts were ragged,-and of \>arious heights; the in¬ 
ner fiirface was even ; and, as we fuppofeti, from 8 to 
10 feet above the level of the fea. The w eather becom¬ 
ing moderate during the reft of the day, wc rtiaped our 
courfe according to the trending of the ic^e; ivhich, in 
fevcral places, formed deep bays. On Friday, the j 6th, 
the wind frefhened, in the morning, and was accompa¬ 
nied with frequent and thick Ihowers offnow. At eight 
o’clock in the forenoon, we had a rtrong gale from the 
W. S. W. which brought us under double-reefed top- 
fails ; when, the weather in fome degree clearing up, we 
found ourfelves, as it were embayed ; the ice having 
fuddenly taken a turn to the fouth eartward, and cn- 
comparting us in one compadt body, on all iidcs but the 
fouth. In confcquencc of this, we hauled our wind to 
the fouthward, being, at that time, in 26 fathoms wa¬ 
ter, and in the lat. of 70deg. 8 min.N. and, as we ima¬ 
gined, at the diftance of about 25 leagues from the A- 
merican coaft. At four in the afternoon, the gale in- 
creafing, we got the top-gallant-yards down upon the 
deck, furled the mizen top-fail, and clofe-recfed the 
fore and main-top-fails. About eight o’clock, finding 
that our foundings had decreafed to 22 fathoms, which 
we confidered as an indication of our near approach to 
the coaft of America, w^e tacked and fteered to the 
northward. In the night we had boifterous weather, 
attended with fnow: but the next morning it W'as clear 
and moderate; and, at eight o’clock, we got the top- 
gallant-yards acrofs, and bore away, with the wind ftill at 
W.S. W. Our lat. at noon, was 69dcg.55 min. and our 
long. 194 deg. 30 min. The wind llackened in the even¬ 
ing, and, about midnight, we had a calm. A light breeze 
arifing from the E. N. E. at five in the morning of the 
18th, we continued our progrefs towards the N. with a 
view of regaining the ice as foon as pofliblc. We faw 
numbers of fca-parrots, and final 1 icc-birds, and alfo 
many whales; and parted feveral logs ot drift-wood. 
The lat. at i2 o’clock, was 70 deg. 26 min. and the 
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long. 194 deg. 54 min. Our foundings, at the fame 
time, were 23 fathoms; and the ice extended from N. 
to E. N. E. being about one league diftant. At one 
o’clock in the afternoon, obferving that we were clofe 
in with a firm united mafs of icc, ftretching from E. to 
W. N. W. we tacked, and, the wind veering to the 
wcftw'ard, flood to the E. along the edge of it, till 11 
in the evening. A very thick fog then corning on, and 
the depth of water decrcafing to 19 fathoms, w'e hauled 
our wind to the fouthw^ard. About nine o’clock in the 
evening, a white bear fwam clofe by the Diicovery; it 
afterwards went towards the ice, on which were likewife 
two others. The weather clearing up, at one in the 
morning of Monday, the T9th, we bore away to the N. 
E. till two o’clock, when wc were again fo completely 
embayed by the ice, that no opening remained, except 
to the fouth ward; to which quarter we therefore diredlcd 
our courfe, and returned through a very fmooth water, 
with favourable weather, by the fame way we had come 
in. We were unable to penetrate further tovvards the 
N. than at this time, when our lat. was 70 deg. 33 min. 
which was about five leagues fiiort of the point to which 
we had advanced the preceding fummer. We ftood to 
the S. S. W. with light winds frbm the N. W. near the 
edge of the main body of ice, which was fituated on our 
left-hand, extending betw een us and the American coaft. 
\t noon, our lat. was 7odcg. 11 n\in. and our long. 196 
deg. 15 min. and our Ibundings were 16 fathoms. We 
fuppofed, from this circumftancc, that the Icy Cape was 
at the diftance of only feven or eight leagues from us: 
but, though the weather was in general pretty clear, 
there was, at the fame time, a hazinefs in the horizon ; 
fo that we could not expert to have an opportunity ot 
feeing the cape. During the afternoon, two white bears 
appearing in the water, fome of our people immediately 
purfued them in the jolly-boat, and were fo fortunate as 
to kill them both. The larger one, which was, in all 
probability, the dam of the younger, being fliot firft, the 
ocher would not leave it, though it might have efcaped 
with eafe on the icc, while the men were re-loading their 
murquets; but continued fvvimming about, till after 
having been feveral times fired upon, it was fiiot dead. 
The length of the larger one, from the fnout to the end 
of the tail, was feven feet tw^o inches; its circumference, 
near the fore legs, was four feet ten inches; the height 
of the flioLiIder was four feet three inches; and the 
breadth of the fore-paw was ten inches. 1 he weight 
of its four quarters w-as436 pounds. The four quarters 
of the fmallcft weighed 256 pounds. Thefe animals 
furniflied us w'ith fome good meals ot frefh meat. T heir 
flelh, indeed, had a ftrong fifhy taftc, but was infinitely 
fuperior to that of the fca-horfe; which, how'ever, our 
people were again perfuaded, with no great difficulty. Go 
prefer to their faked provifions. 

On Tuefday, the 20th, at fix o’clock, A. M. a thick 
fog arifing, we loft fight of the ice for the fpace of two 
hours; but, when the weather became clearer, we again 
had a view of the main body to the S. S. E. and imme¬ 
diately hauled our wind, which was eafterly, towards it, 
cxpedling to make the American coaft to the S. E. which 
we effe(»ted between 10 and ii o’clock. The lat. at 
noon, was 69 deg. 33 rc\\n. and the long. 194 deg. 53 
min- Our depth of water, at the fame time, was 19 fa¬ 
thoms. The land was at the diftance of eight or ten 
leagues, extending from S. by E. to S. S. W. half W. 
being the fame wc had feen the preceding year; but it 
was, at prefent, much more covered with fnow than at 
that time; and the icc feemed to adhere to the fliore. 
We continued to fail in the afternoon, through a fea of 
loofe ice, and to ftcer towards the land, as near as the 
wind, which blew from E. S. E. would permit. A thick 
fog came on at eight o’clock in the evening, and the 
wind abated. Obferving a rippling in the water, we 
tried the current, and found it fet to the E. N. E. at the 
rate of a mile an hour: wc therefore refolved to ftcer be¬ 
fore the wind, during the night, in order to ftem it, and 
oppof? the large pieces of loofe ice, which were fitting 
us on towards the coaft. Our foundings, at midnight, 
were twenty fathoms. The next morning, at eight 
o’clock, the wind frcfiicning, and the fogdifperfing, we 
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again had light of the coaft of America to the fouth- 
eaftward, at the di(lance of nine or ten leagues, and 
hauled in for it; but the ice in a fliort time cftcclually 
lloppcd our further progrefs on that (ide, and we were 
obliged to bear away towards the W. along the edge of 
it. Our lat. at 12, was 69 deg. 34 min. our long, was 
193 deg. and our foundings were 24 fathoms. A con- 
neiiled folid field of ice, thus baffling all our efforts to 
make a nearer approach to the land, and (as we had 
fome reafon to imagine) adhering to it, we relinquiflied 
all herpes of a N. E. palfagc to Great-Britain. Our 
Commander now finding it impolTible to advance fur¬ 
ther to the northward on the American coafl, and 
deeming it equally improbable, that fuch a prodigious 
quantity of ice Ihould be dilfolved by the few remaining 
weeks that would terminate the lummer, conlidered it 
as the bed: (lep that could be taken, to trace the fea over 
to the coaft of Afia, and endeavour to find fome open¬ 
ing that would admit him further N. or fee what more 
could be done upon that coah, where he hoped to meet 
with better fuccefs. In confequence of this determina¬ 
tion, we fleered W. N. W. during the afternoon of the 
21 ft of July, through a great quantity of loofe ice. About 
ten o’clock in the evening, di(covering the main body of 
ice through the fog, right a-head, and very near us, and 
being unwilling to ftand to the fouthward, fo long as 
we could poftibly avoid it; we hauled our wind, which 
was cafterly, and made fail to the N. but in the fpace 
of an hour afterwards, finding that the weather became 
clearer, and that we were furrounded by a compa<ft field 
of ice on all fides, except to the S. S. W. we tacked, 
and fleered in thatdiredlion, for the purpofc of getting 
clear of it. On the 22d, at noon, our lat. was 69 deg. 
30 min. and our long. 187 deg. 30 min. In the after¬ 
noon, we again came up with the icc, which extending 
to the N. W. and S. W. obliged us to proceed to the 
fouthward, in order to weather it. It may not here be 
improper to remark, that, fince the 8th of July, we had 
twice traverfed this fea, in lines almoft parallel with the 
run we had juft now made; that we were unable in the 
firfl of thofe traverfes, to penetrate fo far N. by eight or 
ten leagues, as in the fecond; and that in thelaft we had 
again met with a conne^fted mafs of ice, generally about 
five leagues to the foiithw^ard of its pofition in the pre¬ 
ceding run. This makes it evident, that the large com¬ 
pact fields of icc, obferved by us, were moveable, or di- 
ininifliing; but, at the fame time, it docs not authorife 
any expectation of advancing much farther, even in the 
moft favourable feafons. About feven o’clock in the 
evening, the weather being hazy, and no ice vifible, we 
made fail to the weft ward; but, between eight and nine, 
the haze difperfing, we found ourfelvcs in the midft of 
loofe ice, and very near the main body; we therefore 
ftood upon a wind, which was ftill caflcrly, and conti¬ 
nued to. beat to windward during the night, hoping to 
w'cather the loofe pieces, which the wind drove down 
upon us in fuch quantities, that we were in great danger 
of being blocked up by them. On Friday, the 23d, the 
clear water, in which we fleered to and fro, did not ex¬ 
ceed a mile and a half, and was leftening every moment. 
At length, after exerting our moft ftrenuous endeavours 
to clear the loofe ice, we were under the ncceftjty of 
forcing a paffage'-to the S. w hich we accompliflicd bc- 
tw'een feven and eight, though not without fubjevfling 
the Ihip to fome very fevere ftiocks. The Dii'eovery 
was not fo fuccefiful; for, about 11 o’clock, when fhe 
had almoft got clear out, flie became fo entangled by 
fcveral large pieces, that her progrefs w^as ftopped, and 
flic immediately dropped to leew'ard, and fell, broadfide 
foremoft, on the edge of a confiderable body of ice; and 
there being an open lea to windward, the furfoccafioned 
her to ftrike with violence upon it. This mafs, at length, 
either fo far broke, or moved, as to give the crew an op¬ 
portunity of making another cfibit tocfcape; bur, it 
unfortunately happened, that, before the fhip gathered 
way enough to be under command, (he fell to leeward a 
fecond time, on another fragment, and rhefwcll render¬ 
ing it unfate to lie to windward, and finding no prof- 
pcct of.gctting clear, they pulhed into a fmali opening, 
furled their fiils, and ..made the veftcl faft with ice- 


hooks. We beheld them in this dangerous fituation at 
noon, at the diftance of about three miles from us, in a 
N. W. direction; a frcfli gale from the S. E. drivine 
more ice towards the N. W. and augi^eiuing the body 
that lay bctw'een us. Our lat. at this time, was 69 deg. 
8 min. our long. 187 deg. and our foundings were 28* 
fathoms. To add to the apprehenfions which began to 
force thcmfelvcs on our minds, between four and five 
in the afternoon, the weather becoming thick and hazy 
we loft fight of the Difcoycry. However, that we might 
be in a fituation to afford her every poffiblc afflftance 
wc ftood on clofe by the edge of the ice. About fix 
o’clock the wdnd fliifting to the north, gave us fome 
hopes, that the ice might drift away, and releafe her 
.ffoni her danger; and in that cafe, as it was uncertain 
dn what condition Ihe might come out, we continued, 
every half hour, to fire a gun, with a view of preventing 
a feparation. Our fears for her fafety did not ceafe till 
nine, when we heard her guns fired in anfwer to ours; 
and not long afterwards being hailed by her, we were 
informed, that upon the change of wind, the icc began 
to feparate, and that her people, fetting all the fails, 
forced a paftage through it. * 

^ On Saturday, the 24th, we fteered to the S. E. till 11 
o’clock A. M. w'hen our courfe w'as again obftrutfted by 
a large body of loofe ice, to which wc could difeover no 
bounds. At noon we found ourfelves in lat. 68 deg. 53 
min. long. 188 deg. About four in the afternoon, we 
had a calm, and the boats were hoifted out in purfuit of 
the fea-horfes, w'hich appeared in prodigious numbers. 
Ten of them were killed by our people, as many as could 
be made ufc of by us for eating, or for converting into 
lamp-oil. We held on our courfe with a fouth-wefterly 
vyind, along the edge of the ice, till four in the morning 
ot the 25th, when perceiving a clear fea beyond it, to 
the fouth-eaftward, wc fteered to that point. During the 
remaining part of the day, w'c continued to run towards 
theS. E. with no icc in fight. At noon we obferved in 
lat. 68 deg. 38 min. long. 189 deg. 9 min. and our 
foundings were 30 fathoms. For the remainder of the 
day, and till noon of the 27th, ftood backwards and 
forwards, to clear ourfelves of different pieces of ice. At 
two in the afternoon, wc had fight of the continent to 
theS. by E. and, at four, having run, fince noon, to the 
S. W. we were encompalfed by loofe maifcs of ice, with 
the main body in view, ftretebing in the diretftion of N. 
by W. and S. by E. as far as the eye could reaefi, beyond 
which we deferied the Afiatic coaft, bearing S. arid S. 
by E, It being now neceffary to come to fome determi¬ 
nation refpcdling the courfe wc were next to ftecr, Cap¬ 
tain Clerke difpatched a boat, with the carpenters, on 
board the Difeovery, to make enquiries into the particu¬ 
lars of the damages Ihe had lately received. In the even¬ 
ing they returned, with the report of Captain Gore, and 
of the carpenters of both veffeis, that the damages fuf- 
tained were fuch as would require three weeks to repair; 
and that it would be rcquifite, for that purpofe, to make 
the bed of their way to fome port. Thus finding our far¬ 
ther progrefs to the N. as well as our nearer approach 
to either continent, obftrudlcd by immenfc bodies of ice, 
we confidcred it as not only injurious to the fervicc, by 
endangering the fafety of the Ihips, but likewife fruit- 
lefs, with rcfpedl to the defign of our voyage,- to make 
any farther attempts for the difeovery of a paffage. 
This, therefore, added to Captain Gore’s reprcfenca- 
tions, determined Captain Clerke to lofe no more time 
after what he'concluded to be an unattainable objecl, 
but to proceed to the bay of Awatika, to repair our da¬ 
mages there, and before the winter Ihould fet.in, to take 
a furvey of the coaft of Japan. It is impofliblc to de- 
feribe the joy that fparkled in the countenance of every 
individual, when the Captain's refolution w^as made 
known. All were completely weary of a navigation full 
of danger, and in which the grcatell pcrfevcrancc had 
not been rewarded with the fmalleft profped of fuccefs. 
Wc therefore turned our thoughts towards home, after 
an abfence of three years, with a delight and fatisfaCtion, 
as fully enjoyed, as if wc had been already in fight of the 
Land’s-end. On Wednefday, the 28th, we worked to 
windward, with a frefh breeze from the S. F. being ftdl 
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in fight of the coafi: of Afia. At four in the morn¬ 
ing, Cape Serdze Kamcn bore S. S. W. difiant 7 
leagues. On the 29th, the wind continuing unfavour¬ 
able, we made but flow progrefs to the fouthward. We 
had no land in view till feven in the evening of the 30th, 
when the fog difperfing, we faw Cape Prince of Wales 
hearings, by E. difiant fix leagues; and the ifland of 
St. Diomede S. W. by W. We now fiood to the W. 
and at eight made the Lafi Cape, which at midnight, 
was four leagues difiant, bearing W. by N. On Satur¬ 
day, the 3ifi, at four o’clock A. M. the Eafi Cape bore 
N. N. E. and the N. E. part of the Bay of St. Law¬ 
rence, W. by S. difiant 12 miles. At noon, we ob- 
ferved in latirudc 65 deg. 6 niin. longitude 1 89 deg. 

We had now pafi'cd Beering’s Straits, and taken a 
final leave of the N. E. coafi of Afia; and here we 
fiiall fiate our reafons for adopting two general conclu- 
fions relative to its extent, in oppoficion to the fenti- 
ments of Mr. Muller. The firfi is, that the promon¬ 
tory, called Eafi Cape, is adtually the molt eafierly point 
of that quarter of the globe; or in other words, that 
no part of that continent extends in longitude beyond 
190 deg. 22 min. E. Thefecond is, that the latitude 
of the north-cafternmofi extreme is fomewhat to the 
fouthward of 70 deg. N. With regard to the former, 
if fuch land really exifis, it muft certainly be to the N. 
of the 69th deg. of latitude, where the difeoveries made 
in our prefent voyage terminate. 

We propofe therefore in the firfi place to invefiigate 
the probable diredion of the coafi beyond this point. 
Now, Rulfia being the only nation, that has hitherto 
navigated this part of the ocean, all our information 
refpeding the poiition of the coafi to the northward ot 
Cape North, is derived from the journals and charts of 
the perfons who have been engaged, at different times, 
in determining the bounds of that extenfive empire, 
and thefe are, in general, fo confined, contradictory, and 
imperfect, that we cannot eafily form a difiind idea of 
their pretended, much lefs colled the particulars, of 
their real difeoveries. On this account, the extent and 
figure of the peninfula, inhabited by the Tfchutll^i ftill 
remains a point, on which the Ruffian Geographers 
are divided greatly in thei4 opinions. Mr. Muller, in 
the map which he publiflied in 1754, fuppofes that this 
country extends towards the N. E. as far as the latitude 
of 75 deg. and to the longitude of 190 deg. E. of 
Greenwich; and that it ends in a round cape, which he 
denominates Tfchukotfkoi Nofs. To the S. of this 
cape, the coafi, as he imagines, forms a bay to the W. 
bounded in the latitude of 67 deg. 18 min. by Serdze 
Kamen, the mofi northerly point obferved by Beering 
in his expedition in 1728. The map publiflied in 
1776 by the academy of St. Peterfburg, gives a new 
form to the whole peninfula, placing its north-eafiern- 
mofi extreme in the latitude of 73 deg. longitude 178 
deg. 30 min. and the mofi eafierly point in latitude 65 
deg. 30 min. longitude 189 deg. 30 min. All the 
other maps we have feen, both manufeript and printed, 
vary between thefe two, apparently more according to 
the fancy and conjedures of the compiler, than on any 
grounds of more accurate intelligence. The only par¬ 
ticular in which there is a general coincidence, with 
very little variation, is the pofition of the Eafi Cape, in 
the latitude of 66 deg. The form of the coafi both to 
the N. and S. of the Eafi: Cape, in the map'of the aca¬ 
demy, is extremely erroneous, and may be entirely dif- 
regarded. In Mr. Muller’s map, the coafi towards the 
N. has fome degree of refemblance to our furvey. as 
far as the latter extends, except that he does not make 
it trend fufficiently to the W. but makes it recede only 
about 5 deg. of longitude, between the latitude of 66 
and 69 deg. w hereas it adually recedes near ten. Be¬ 
tween the latitude of 69 and 74 deg. the coafi, accord¬ 
ing to him, bends round to the N. and N. E. and forms 
a large promontory. On what authority he grounds 
this reprefentation of the coafi, comes next under our 
conlidcration. 

Mr. Coxe, whofe accurate rcfearches into this fub- 
jed, give great weight to his fentiments, is of opinion, 
that the extremity of the Nofs in queftion, was never 
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paffed except by Deflmeff and his party, who failed 
in the year 1648, from the river Kovyma, and arc ima¬ 
gined to have got round it into the Anadyr. As the 
narrative of this expedition, the fubftanceof which has 
been given by Mr. Coxe, in his account of Ruffian dif- 
covei ics, comprehends no geographical delineation ot 
the coafi along which they failed,our conjectures rcfpect- 
ing its pofition mufi be derived from incidental cir- 
cumfiances; and from thefe it evidently appears, that 
the Tfchukotfkoi Nofs of Defhneff, is, in reality, the 
promontory named by Captain Cook, the Eafi Cape. 
Speaking of the Nofs, he fays, that a perfon may fail 
from the ifihmus to the Anadyr, with a favourable wind, 
in three days and three nights. This perfectly agrees 
with the fituation of the Eafi Cape, which is about 
120 leagues from the mouth of the river Anadyr; and 
there being no other ifihmus to the N. between that 
and the latitUvle of 69 deg. it Teems evident, that, by 
this defeription, he certainly means either the Cape 
in quefiion, or fome other fituated to the S. of it. 
He fays, in another place, that, oppofite to the ifihmus, 
there arc two i(lands in the fca, upon which we ob¬ 
ferved fome of the Tfchutfki nation, in whofe lips 
pieces of the teeth of the fea-horfe were fixed. This 
defeription coincides exacffly with the two iflands that 
lie to the S. E. of the Eafi Cape. We obferved, in¬ 
deed, no inhabitants upon them; but it is by no means 
improbable, thar a party of Americans from the oppo¬ 
fite contiuenr, whom this defeription fuits, might have 
been accidentally thereat that time, and he might eafily 
mifiake them for a tribe of the Tfchutfki. Thefe two 
circumfianccs feem to us to be conclufive on the point 
of the Tfchukotfkoi Nofs, though there arc others of a 
more dubious nature from the fame authority, and 
which now- remain to be inveftigated. Deflmeff, in 
another account, fays,.that in going from the Kovyma 
to the Anadyr, a great promontory which projects 
very far into the fea, muft-be doubled; and that this 
cape extends between N. and N. E. It was, perhaps, 
from thefe expreffions, that Muller was induced to re- 
prefent the country of the Tfchutfki, in the form we 
find in his map; but,if he had been acquainted with 
the pofition of the Eafi Cape, as determined by Cap¬ 
tain Cook, and the firiking agreement between that 
and the promonroiy or ifihmus,(for it mufi be remarked, 
that ©cfimelf fill 1 appears to be fpeaking of the fame 
thing) in the circumfiances above-mentioned, wc are 
confident that he would not have thought thofe ex-, 
preflions of fufficient weight to authorife his extending 
the north cafiern extreme of Afia, either fo far to the 
N. or E. For thefe words of Defhneff may be recon¬ 
ciled with the opinion we have adopted,, if wc fiippofc 
that navigator to have taken thefe bearings from the 
fmall bight lying to the W. of the cape. The next au¬ 
thority, on which Muller has proceeded, feems to have 
been the depofition of the Colfac Popoff, taken at the 
Anadirfkoi oftrog, in 1711. This Coffac w’as fent by 
land, in company with feveral others, to demand tri¬ 
bute from the independent Tfchutfki tribes, who inha¬ 
bited the parts about the Nofs. The firfi circumfiance, 
in the narrative of this journey, that can tend to lead 
to the fituation of Tfchukotfkoi Nofs, is its diftance 
from Anadirfk; and this is reprefented as a journey of 
ten weeks, w'ith Loaded rein-deer; for which rcafon, it 
is added, their day’s journey was very inconfiderable* 
We cannot, indeed, conclude much from fo vague an 
account, but as the diftance between the Eafi Cape and 
the Oftrog, exceeds 200 leagues in a direeff line, and 
confequently may be fuppofed to allow' 12 or 14 miles 
a day, its fituation is not incompatible with Popoff’s 
calculation. Another circumfiance dated in this de¬ 
pofition is, that their route lay at the foot of a rock, 
named Matkol, fituate at the bottom of a fpacious 
gulph. This gulph Muller conjedLures to be the bay 
he had laid down between the latitudes of 66 deg. and 
72 deg. and he accordingly places the rock Matkol in 
the center of it; but it appears to be more probable, 
that it might be a part of the Gulph of Anadyr, which 
they would doubtlefs touch upon in their journey from 
the Oftrog to the Eafi Cape. What feems, however, to 
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put this point beyond all difputc, and to prove that the 
Cape which PopofF vilited cannot be to the northward 
of the latitude of 69 deg. is that part of his depofition 
which relates to an iOand lying od' the Nofs, from 
whence the oppofite continent might be difeerned. 
For, as the two continents, in latitude 69 deg. diverge 
fo far as to be upwards of 100 leagues dilfant, it is cer¬ 
tainly very improbable, that the coall of Alia fliould 
again trend in fuch a manner to the E. as to come al- 
moft within fight of the American coaft. If thefe ar¬ 
guments are allowed to be conclufive againd the form 
and extent of the peninfula of the Tfehutfki^ it muft 
be evident that the Eafl Cape is the Tfchukotfkoi of 
the earlier Ruffian navigators: we fay earlier, becaufe 
Beering, and, after him, the late Ruflian geographers, 
have affixed this appellation to the S. E. cape of the pe¬ 
ninfula of the Tfchutfki, which was formerly diftin- 
guifhed by the name of the Anadirfkoi Nofs: and, 
confequently, hence it will follow, that the undeferibed 
coad, extending from the latitude of 69 deg. to the 
mouth of the Kovyma, mud trend more or lefs to¬ 
wards the VV. As an additional proof of this, we 
may obferve, that the Tfchotlkoi Nofs is condantly 
laid down as dividing the fea of Kovyma from that of 
Anadyr, which we think could not poffibly be, if any 
large cape had projetded to the N. E. in the more ad¬ 
vanced latitudes. 

Another quedion arifing on this point is, to what 
degree of northern latitude this coad extends, before 
it inclines more immediately to the W. If the po- 
fition of the mouth of the Kovyma, both with regard to 
its latitude and longitude, were afeertained accurately, 
it might perhaps be eafy to form a plaufible conje<dure 
on this*head. Captain Cook was always drongly in¬ 
duced to believe, that the northern coad of Afia, from 
the Indigirka cadward, has hitherto been ufually laid 
down above.two degrees to the northward of its true 
fituation ; and he has therefore, on the authority of a 
map that was in his poffeffion, and on the intelligence 
which he received at Oonalaflika, placed the mouth of 
the Kovyma, in his chart of the N. E. coad of Afia, 
and the N. W. coad of America, in the latitude of 68 
deg. Should the Captain be right in this conjedure, 
it is probable, for the rcafons we have already dated, 
that the coad of Afia does not, in any part, exceed 70 
deg. before it trends towards the W. and confcquontly, 
that wc were within one degree of its north-eadern ex¬ 
tremity. For if the continent be imagined to extend 
any where to the north of Shelallkoi Nofs, it can fcarcely 
be fuppofed that fuch an intereding circumdancc 
would have been omitted by the Rufiian navigators, 
who'mention no remarkable promontory between the 
Anadyr and the Kovyma, except the Ead Cape. Ano¬ 
ther particular, which Defhned*relates, may, perhaps, 
be deemed a farther confirmation of this opinion, 
namely, that he met with no obdrudion from ice in 
failing round the north-eadern extremity of Alia; 
though he adds, that this fea is not, at all times, fo free 
from it; as indeed appears evidently from his not fuc- 
cceding in his fird expedition, and, fince that, from 
the failure of Shalauroff, as well as from the interrup¬ 
tions and impediments we met with, in two fucceflive 
years, in our prefent voyage. That part of the con¬ 
tinent between Cape North, and the mouth of the Ko¬ 
vyma, is 125 leagues in longitudinal extent. About 
a third of this didance from the Kovyma, eadward, 
w'as explored in 1723, by Fedot Amoffolf, a Sinbojar- 
fkoi of Jakuts, who informed Mr. Muller, that its 
diredion was eaderly. Since that time, it has been fur- 
veyed, with fome degree of accuracy, by Shalauroff, 
whofc chart makes it trend to the N. E. by E. as far as 
Shclatlkoi Nofs, which he places at the didance of about 
43 leagues to the E. of the Kovyma. The fpacc, 
therefore, between this Nofs and Cape North, upwards 
of 80 leagues, is the only part of the Ruffian dominions 
now remaining unexplored. If the Kovyma, how¬ 
ever, be erroncoufly laid down, in point of longitude 
as well as latitude (a fuppofition by no means improba¬ 
ble) the extentof the unexplored coad will diminifli in 
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proportion. Thcreafbns which incline us to imagine 
that in the Ruffian charts, the mouth of the river is 
placed confiderably too far to the W. are the follow¬ 
ing. Fird, becaufe the accounts that have been given 
of the navigation of the Frozen Ocean, from that ri¬ 
ver, round the north-eafiern extreme of Afia, to the 
gulf of Anadyr, do not agree with the fuppofed difiance 
between thofe places, ^condly, becaufe the didance 
from the Anadyr to the Kovyma, over land, is repre- 
fented by former Riilfian travellers as a journey of no 
very great length, and eafily performed. I'hirdly, be¬ 
caufe the coad from the Shelatfkoi Nofs of Shalauroff 
appears to trend diredlly S. E. towards the Cape. If 
this be really the cafe, it may be inferred, that, as we 
were, in all probability, not more than one degree to 
the fouthward of Shelatfkoi Nofs, only 60 miles of the 
coad of Afia are unafeertained. 

We are of opinion, thinking it highly probable, that 
a N. W. paffiige from the Atlantic into the Pacific 
Ocean, does not exid to the fouthward of the 56th deg. 
of latitude. Lf therefore a paffage really ex ids, it mud 
certainly be cither through Baffin’s bay, or by the N. 
of Greenland, in the wefiern hemifphere; or in the 
eadern, through the frozen Sea, to the N. of Siberia; 
and on which ever fide it is fituated, the navigator 
mud pafs through the firaits didinguiflied by the name 
of Beering’s Straits. The impra^icability of pene¬ 
trating into the Atlantic Ocean, on cither fide, through 
thefe Straits, is therefore, all that now remains to be 
offered to the reader’s confideration. Here we mull: 
previoufiy obferve, that the fea to the northward of 
Beering’s Straits, was found by us to be more free from 
ice in Augud than in July, and perhaps in fome part 
of September it may be dill more clear of it. But, 
after the autumnal equinox, the length of the days di- 
miniflies fo fad, that no farther thaw can be expected ; 
and we cannot rcafonably attribute fo great an efi'ceft to 
the w'arm weather in the fird fortnight of the month of 
September, as to imagine it capable of difpcrfuig the ice 
from the mod northern parts of the coad of America. 
Admitting thi.s, however, to be poffible, it mud at lead 
be allowed, that it would be highly abfurd to attempt to 
avoid the icy cape, by runryng to the known parts of' 
Baffin’s Bay, (a didance of 420 leagues, or 1260 miles) 
in fo fhort a fpace of time as that paffage can be fup¬ 
pofed to remain open. On the fide of Afia there ap¬ 
pears dill lefs probability of fuccefs, not only from what 
came to our knowledge, relative to the date of the fea 
to the fouthward of Cape North, but likevvife from 
what we have gathered from the experience of the 
lieutenants under the diredion of Becring, and the 
journal of Shalauroff^ refpeding that on the N. of 
Siberia. But, the poflibility of failing round the 
north-eadern extremity of Afia, is undoubtedly proved 
by the voyage of Dedineff, if its truth be admitted; 
yet when we refled, that fince the time of that navi¬ 
gator, near a century and a half has clapfed, during 
which, in an age of curiofityand enterprize, no perfoii 
has yet been able to follow him, we can crftercain no 
very great expedations of the public benefits to be de¬ 
rived from it. But even on the fuppofition, that, in 
fome remarkably favourable fcafon, a vefTel might find 
a clear paffage round tfie coad of Siberia, and arrive 
fafely at the mouth of the Lena, dill there remains the 
Capeof Taimura, extending to the 78th deg. of latitude, 
which no navigator has hitherto had the good fortune 
to double. Some, how'cvcr, contend, that there arc 
drong reafons for believing, that the nearer approach 
we make to the pole, the fea is more clear of ice, and 
that what maffes wc obferved in the lower latitude;?, 
had originally been formed in the great rivers of Si¬ 
beria and America, by the breaking up of which the 
intermediate fea had been filled. But even if that 
fuppofition be true, it is no lefs certain, that there can 
benoaccefsto thofe open feas, unlefs this prodigious 
mafs of ice fhould be fo far diffolved in the fummer, 
as to admit of a fliip’s making her way through it. If 
this be a real favf, we made choice of an improper 
time of the year for attempting todifeover this palfage, 
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which fhould have been explored in tlie months of 
April and May, before the rivers were broken up. But 
feveral rcafons may be alledged againlf fuch a fuppo- 
fition. Our experience at Petropaulowlka, gave us an 
opportunity of judging what might be expeflcd far¬ 
ther northward; and upon that ground, we had fome 
reafon to entertain a doubt, whether the two continents 
might not, during the winter, be even joined by the 
ice; and this coincided with the accounts we received 
in Kamtfchatka, that, on the coaft of Siberia, the inha¬ 
bitants, in winter, go out from the fliore upon the ice, 
todillances that exceed the breadth of the fea, in fome 
parts, from one continent to the Other. The following 
remarkable particular is mentioned in the depofition 
above referred to. Speaking of the land feen from the 
Tchutflvi Nofs, it isfaid, that, during thefummer, they 
fail in one day to the land in baidares, a kind of veffel 
formed of whale-bone, and covered with the fkins of 
fcals; and, in the winter, as they go fwift with rein-deer, 
the journey may be performed in a day. Muller’s ac¬ 
count of one of the expeditions, undertaken for the 
purpofe of difeovering a fuppofed ifland in the Frozen 
Sea, is ftill more remarlcable. His narrative is to the 
following purport. In 1714a new expedition was pre¬ 
pared from Jakutzk, under the condud: of Alexei 
Markoff, who was to fet fail from the mouth of the 
Jana; and if the Schitiki were not well adapted for fea 
voyages, he w'as to build, at a convenient place, proper 
yeflels for profecuting thediicoveries without any great 
rifque. Upon his arrival at Uft-janfkoe Simovie, the 
port where he was to embark, he difpatched an account, 
dated the 2nd of February 1715, to the Chancery of 
Jakutfk, intimating, that it was impradicable to navi¬ 
gate the fea, as it was conftantly frozen both in w'inter 
and fummer; and that, confequently, the expedition 
could only be profecuted in fledges drawn by dogs. 
He accordingly fet out in this manner, accompanied 
with nine perfons the 10th of March, in the fame year, 
and returned to Ufl-janfkoe Simovie on the 3d of the 
fucceeding month. The account of his journey is as 
follows: that for the fpace of feven days, he travelled 
with as much expedition as his dogs could draw, 
(which in good tracks, and favourable weather, is from 
80 to 100 werfts a day) to the northward, upon the ice, 
without obferving any ifland: that he was prevented 
from proceeding farther by the ice, which rofe like 
mountains in that part of the fea: that he had afeended 
fome of thefe, whence he could fee to a great diftance 
around him, but could difeern no land: and that, at 
length, provifions for his dogs being deficient, many of 
them died, which reduced him to the neceflity of re¬ 
turning. 

Befides the above-mentioned arguments, which pro¬ 
ceed upon an admiflion of the hypothefis, that the ice 
in this ocean comes from the rivers, others may be ad¬ 
duced, which afford good reafon for fufpedling the 
truth of the hypothefis itfclf. Captain Cook, whofe 
opinion, with regard to the formation of ice, had ori¬ 
ginally coincided with that of the theories we are now 
endeavouring to confute, found fufficient grounds, in 
the prefent voyage, for changing his fentiments. We 
obferved, that the coafis of both continents were low; 
that the depth of water gradually decreafed towards 
them, and that a firiking refemblance prevailed between 
the two; from which circumftances, as well as from 
the defeription given by Mr. Hearne of the copper- 
mine river, we have room for conjedluring, that, what¬ 
ever rivers may difeharge themfelves into the Frozen 
Ocean, from the continent of America, arc of a fimi- 
lar nature with thofe on the Afiatic fide; which are 
faid to be fo fliallow at their entrance, as to admit only 
veflels of inconfiderable magnitude; whereas the ice 
feen by us, rifes above the level of the fea, to a height 
that equals the depth of thofe rivers; fo that its entire 
altitude muft be, at leafl, ten times greater. Another 
circumflance will naturally offer itfclf in this place to 
our confideration, which feems to be very incompati¬ 
ble with the opinion of thofe who fuppofe that land is 
necelfary for the formation of ice, we mean the dif¬ 
ferent ftate of the fea about Spitfbergen, and of that 
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which is to the northward of Becring’s Straits. It is 
incumbent on thofeobjei^iors to explain how it happens, 
that in the former quarter, and in the neighbourhcod 
of much knowm land, navigators annually penetrate to 
near 80 deg. of northern Ikritudc; whereas, on the 
other fide, no voyager has been able to proceed w ith his 
utmofl: efforts beyond the 71(1 deg. where, moreover, 
the continents diverge nearly in the diredfion of E. and 
W. and where thereds not any land knowm to exifl in 
the vicinity of the pole. For the farther fatisfadlion of 
our readers on this fubjedl, we refer them to Dr. For¬ 
mer’s ** Obfervations round the world," where they will 
find the queftion of the formation of the ice, difeuifed 
in a full and fatisfadtory manner, and the probability 
of open polar feas difproved by many forcible argu¬ 
ments. 

In order to give thefe obfervations their full force, 
we beg leave to fubjoin a comparative view' of the pro- 
grefs made by us to the northward, at the two different 
feafons in which we were occupied in that purfuit; to¬ 
gether with fome general remarks refpedting the fea, 
and the coaffs of the two continents, which lie to the 
N. of Beering’s Straits. In 1778, we did not difeovex 
the ice, till we advanced to the latitude of 70 deg. on 
the 17th of Auguff; and then we found it in compact 
bodies, which extended as far as the eye could difeern, 
and of which the whole, or a part, was in motion, 
fince, by its drifting down upon our fhips, w’c w'ere al- 
moff: hemmed in between that and the land. After 
we had experienced, both how fruitlefs and dangerous 
it would be to attempt to penetrate farther to the north¬ 
ward between the land and the ice, w-e flood over to¬ 
wards the fide of Afia, between the latitudes of 69 deg. 
and 70 deg. After having encountered in this track 
very large fields of ice, and though the fogs and thick- 
nefs of the weather prevented us from entirely tracing 
a connedled line of it acrofs, yet w e were certain of 
meeting with it before it reached the latitude of 70 deg. 
whenever w^e made any attempts to Hand to the N. 
On the 26th of Auguff, we were in latitude 69 deg. 
45 min. longitude 184 deg. obffruded by it in fuch a 
manner, and in fuch quantities, that we could not pafs 
either to the N. or W. and w’ere under the necelTity of 
running along the edge of it to the $. S. W. till we 
perceived land, which proved to be the Afiatic coaft. 
With the feafon thus far advanced, the weather fetting 
in with fnow and fleet, and other indications of the ap¬ 
proach of winter, wx relinquiflied our enterprize for 
that time. 

When we made a fecond attempt, the following fea- 
fon, in 1779, more than confirm the re¬ 

marks made by us in the firff; for we never had an op¬ 
portunity of approaching the continent of Afia in a 
higher latitude than 67 deg. nor that of America in any 
parrs, except a few leagues between the latitude of 68 
deg. and 68 deg. 20 min. that we had not feen the pre¬ 
ceding-year. We now met with obftrudions from the 
ice 3 deg. lower; and our efforts to make farther pro- 
grefs to the northward, were chiefly confined to the mid¬ 
dle fpace between the two coaffs. We penetrated near 
31 deg. farther on the fide of America, than that of 
Afia, coining up with the ice both years fooncr, and in 
more conliderable quantities, on the latter coaff. As 
we advanced in our northerly courfe, we found the ice 
more folid and compadl: however, as in our different 
traverfes from one fide to the other, we pafTcd over 
fpaces which had before been covered with it, we ima¬ 
gined, that the greateff part of what we fa\y was move- 
able. Its height, on a medium, we effimated at eight 
or ten feet, and that of the higheff at 16 or 18 feet. 
We again examined the currents twice, and found that 
they were unequal, though they never exceeded one 
mile an hour. We likewife found the currents to fet 
different ways, but more from the S. W. than from any 
other quarter; yet whatever their direction might be, 
their effed was fo inconfiderable, that no conclufions, 
with refpedl to the exiffence of any palfage towards 
the N. could poffibly be drawn from them. Wc found 
July much colder than Auguff. The Thermometer, 
in the iff of thefe months, was once at 28 deg. and fre¬ 
quently 
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quciitly at 30 deg. whereas, during the laft feafon, in 
1778, it was very urrcommon in Auguft, to have it fo 
low' as the freezing point. In both feafons, we expe¬ 
rienced fome high winds, all of which blew from the S. 
W. Whenever the wind was moderate from any quar¬ 
ter, wc were fubje(5l to fogs; but they were obferved to 
attend foutherly winds more conftantly than others. 
The ftraits, between the American and Afiatic conti¬ 
nents, at their neareft approach, in lat. 66 deg. were af- 
certained by us to be 13 leagues, or 39 miles, beyond 
which they diverge to N. E. by E. and W. N. W. and 
in the lat. of 69 deg. their diftance from each other is 
about 300 miles, or 100 leagues. In the afpedl of the 
two countries to the N. of the ftraits, a great refem- 
blance is difccrnible. Both of them are deftitutc of 
wood. The Ihores are low, with mountains farther in¬ 
land, riling to a great height. The foundings, in the 
midw'ay of the ftraits, were 29 and 30 fathoms, gradu¬ 
ally decreafing as we approached either continent j with 


this difference, how'ever, that the water was fomewhat 
fliatlower on the coaft of America, than on that of Alia 
at an equal diftance from land. The bottom, towards 
the middle, was a foft flimy mud; and near either 
fliore, it was a brownilh fand, intermixed with a few* 
fliells, and fmall fragments of ftones. We found but 
little tide or current, and that came from the W. But 
on the 30th of July, in the prefent year 1779, when in 
Bcering's Straits, and fteering to the fouth ward, we found 
a current fo ftrong as to make our palfage both difficult 
and dangerous. It fet at this time to the N. W. Wc 
might to thefe obfervations, which, wc doubt not, will 
be highly acceptable to our very numerous friends and 
fubferibers, add fome others; but we apprehend, they 
will think, with us, that it is now time to refume the 
narrative of our voyage, which was broken off on the 
3irt of July, on which day, at noon, wc had proceeded 
18 leagues to ihe fouthward of the Eaft Cape. 


■ a =-=—, ■=- ■_-■ ■ ■ ■■sij , t-t ■ , tt , ■=== ;— 

CHAP. XIX. 

Ilijiorv of ihe voyage continued — P^fs the ijlunds of St. Tunvreuce and Mednoi Our Commodore^ Captain Clerke, confined to 
,his fick bedy without hopes of recovery—His deatby and public fervices—^he Refolution and Difeovery return to St. Peter 
and Si. Paid—Promotions among the officersy in confequence of the Commodore^s death—Funeral of Captain Clerkey and the 
foletnnities attending it—Infcriptions to his memory^ Let ter from the Commander of Bolchei'eljk to Captain Gore — Afup* 
■ ply of floury and a reinforcement of Ruffianfoldiers^An account of a remarkable exile—Bear huntingy and fljbing parties — 
Particular defeription of the former diverflon—The Kings Coronation celebrated—A vijit from the Commander—DifcL 
pline of the military among the Ruffians—Manner 'of hunting fhe^ bearsy and curious partiadars refpeRing thofe animals — 
A fupply of cattle’received—Entertainments in honour of the Empirfss name^day-yPrefenl from the Commander-~The 
Refolution and Difeovery work out of Awatjka Bay—That Bay deferibed—Aflronomicnl and nautical remarks—A circim^ 
ftantialy fully and complete geographical and biftorical accoimfami narrative of Kamptfehaika: 


O N Sunday, the ift of Auguft, 1779, wc obferved 
in lat. 64 deg. 23 min. long. 189 deg. 15 min. 
at w hich time the Afiatic coaft extended from 
N. W.by W. to W. half S. diftant 12 leagues, and the land 
to the E. ofSt. LawrenceboreS.half W. On the 2d, the 
weather being clear, we faw the fame land again, at 
noon, extending from W. S. W. half W. to S. E. and 
forming feveral elevated hummocks, which had the ap¬ 
pearance of feparate iflands. Our lat. this day, at noon, 
we found to be 64dcg. 3 min. long. i89dcg.28 min. and 
our foundings were 17 lathoms. We were not near enough 
to this land to afcertain,’whethcritwas a group of iflands, 
or only a lingle one. Wc had paffed its moft wefterly 
point in the evening of the 3d of July, which we then 
fuppofed to be the Iflc of St. Lawrence; the eafternmoft 
we failed clofc by in September, the preceding year, and 
this we denominated Gierke’s. Illand, and found it com- 
pofed of a number of lofty cliffs, conneded by very low' 
land. Though thofe cliffs were miftaken by us, laft year, 
for feparate iflands, till we made a very near approach 
to the fhore, wc are ftill inclined to conjedure, that the 
iflc of St. Lawrence is diftind from Gierke’s Ifland, as 
there appeared between them a conlidcrable fpace, where 
wc did not obferve the leaft appearance of rifing ground. 
In the afternoon, we likewife faw what had the appear¬ 
ance of a fmall ifland, to the N. E. of the land that w'e 
had feen at noon, and which, from t’ne thicknefs of the 
weather, w'e had only fight of once. We fuppofed its 
diftance to be 19 leagues from the ifland of St. Law¬ 
rence, in the diredion of N. E. by E. half E. On the 
3d, we had light variable w inds, and fleered round the 
N. W. point of the Ifle of St. Lawrence. In the after¬ 
noon, a frelh breeze rifing from the E. we fleered to the 
S. S. W. and quickly loft fight of St. Lawrence. On Sa¬ 
turday, the 7th, at noon, wc obferved in lat. 59 deg. 38 
min. long. 183 deg. At four o’clock, having a dead 
calm, part of the companies of both (liips were employed 
in fiftiing, and caught a number of fine large cod, in \ 7 
fathoms water, which were diftribiited equally among 
the crew’s. To this place we ^ve the name of the Bank 
of Good Providence, and as foon as the breeze fprung 
lip, w’C made fail, and flood to S. W. but wc were forced 
more to the caftward than we wifhed, it being our in¬ 


tention to make Becring’s Ifland. On Tuefday, the 
lOth, W'e were, by obfervation, in lat. ’56 deg. 37 min. 
Friday, the 13th, w'C difpatched a boat to the Difeo¬ 
very, for the purpofe of comparing time, and ftie car¬ 
ried the difagreeable intelligence, that Captain Clerke 
had been given over by the furgeon. The w'cathcr 
falling calm, we hove to, in order to get fome fifh for 
the Tick: a few were caught, and diftributed accord- 
ingty. 

On Tuefday, the 17th, at five o’clock, A. M. the 
man at the maft-hcad called out. Land to the N. W. 
This we imagined to be the ifland of Mednoi, which, 
in the Ruflian charts, is placed to the S. E. of Becring’s 
Ifland. It is elevated land, and was at this time appa¬ 
rently free from fnow. By our reckoning, it lies in lat. 
54 deg. 28 min. long. 167 deg. 52 min. Captain 
Clerke, now jjcrcciving his end drawing near, lignificd 
his defire, that the officers w'ould receive their orders 
from Mr. King; and direded, for the laft: time, that wc 
fliould repair, with all convenient fpeed, to the Bay of 
Awatfka. The wind continuing wefterly, w'e held on 
a foutherly courfc, till Thurfday, the 19th, when, after 
a few' hours continuance of rain, early in the morning, 
it blew from the E. .and became a ftrong gale. Wc 
made the moft of it, by ftanding tow'ards the W. with 
all the fail we could carry. On the 20th, the wind va¬ 
rying to the S. W. we ftecred a W. N. W. courfe. At 
noon, we obferved in lat. 53 deg. 7 min. long. 162 deg. 
49 min. On Saturday, the 21ft, between five and fix 
o’clock, A. M. we deferied a very lofty peaked moun¬ 
tain, on the coaft of Kamtfchatka, known by the name 
of Chcpoonfkoi mountain, bearing N. W. by N. and 
diftant near 30 leagues. At noon, the coaft was ob¬ 
ferved to extend from N. by E, to W. with a very great 
hazinefs upon it, and diftant about 12 leagues. 

On Sunday the 22nd, at nine o’clock, A. M. a boat 
was Tent off to the Difeovery, to announce to Captain 
Gore, the death of our Commodore, Captain Charles 
Clerke, who paid the debt of nature when in the 38ih 
year of his age. His death w'as occafioncd by a coii- 
fumption, which had manifcftly commenced before his 
departure from England, and of which he had lin¬ 
gered during the whole continuance of the voyage. 
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His very gradual decay had for a long time rendered 
him a melancholy objcdl to his friends; but the firm- 
nefs and equanimity with which be bore the flow ap¬ 
proaches of death, theconfiantflowofgoodfpirits which 
he retained even to the lafl hour, and a chearful refig- 
narion to the decree of heaven, furnilhed them with 
fomc confolation. It was iinpofiible not to feci an un¬ 
common degree of compaflion for a gentleman, who 
had experienced a feries of thofe difficulties and hard- 
fhips, which mufi: be the inevitable lot of every fea- 
man, and under which he at lafl: funk. He w’as bred to 
the navy from his youth, and had been in many en¬ 
gagements during the war which commenced in 1756. 
In the atflion between the Bellona and Courageux, he 
was flationed in the mizen-top, and was carried over¬ 
board with the mafl; but was taken up, w'ithout having 
received the lead injury. He was midfhipman on 
board the Dolphin, commanded by Commodore By¬ 
ron, when file firfl failed round the world; and was af¬ 
terwards on the American flation. In the year 1768, 
he engaged in a fccond voyage round the world, in the 
fituation of mafler^s mate of the Endeavour; and, 
‘during that e^edition, fucceeded to a lieutenancy. 
In the Refolution he made a third voyage round the 
world, in the capacity of fecorwl lieutenant: and, in a 
fiiort time after his return, he was appointed mafler 
and commander. In the prefent expedition, he was 
appointed Captain of the Difeovery, and to accompany 
Captain Cook. By the calamitous death of the latter, 
he fucceeded of courfe, as we have already related, to 
the chief command. It would favour of injuflice and 
ingratitude, not to mention, that, during the fiiort time 
he was Commodore, we always obferved him to be re¬ 
markably zealous for the fuccefs of the expedition. 
When the principal command devolved upon him, his 
health began rapidly to decline; and he w^as unequal, in 
every refped, to encounter the feverity of a high nor¬ 
thern climate. The vigour of his mind, however, was 
not, in the leaft, impaired by the decay of his body: 
and though he was perfedlly fenfible, that his delaying 
to return to a warmer region, was depriving himfelf of 
the only chance of recovery; yet, fo attentive was he 
to his duty, that he was determined not to fuffer his 
own fituation to bias his judgment to the prejudice of 
the fervice: he therefore perfevered in the fearch of a 
paflage, till every officer in both fiiips, declared they 
were of opinion it was impracticable, and that any far¬ 
ther attempts would be equally hazardous and ineffec- 
tual. 

The mefTenger who was fent to the Difeovery with 
the melancholy news of our Commodore's death, brought 
a letter from Captain Gore, containing an order for 
Captain King to exert his utmoft endeavours to keep 
in company with the Difeovery, and, if a feparation 
fhould happen, to repair as foon as pofiible, to St. Peter 
and St. Paul. At noon, we were by obfervation in lat. 
53 deg. 8 min. long. 160 deg. 40 mill. E. Cheepoon- 
fkoi Nofs bearing W. On the 23rd, we fleered for the 
entrance of Awatfi^a Bay, which we faw in the even¬ 
ing, at the diflance of 5'leagues. At eight o’clock, the 
light-houfe, which now furnilhed a good light, bore 
W. N. by W. 3 miles diflant. It was now a perfcdl 
calm, but, the tide being favourable, our boats were fent 
a-head, which towed us beyond the narrow parts of the 
mouth of the harbour. On the 24th, at one o’clock 
A. M. wc dropped anchor, the ebb tide fetting againft 
us. At nine, w'e weighed, and before three P. M. 
we anchored in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul; 
having up our enfign half ftalf, as the body of our late 
Captain was in the vefiel; and the Difeovery followed 
us in a very fiiort time. Both fiiips were moored in 
four fathoms water, muddy bottom. From the time 
wc had fet fail out of this bay, till the prcfeqt time of 
our return, we had been in no harbour to refit, and had 
been driven from ifiandto ifiand, and from one continent 
to the other, till our fiiips had in a manner loft their 
Iheathing, and were otherwife in a miferable condi¬ 
tion; we therefore thought ourfelvcs exceeding happy 
in arriving at port. Soon after we had anchored, we 
Were vifited by our old friend the Serjeant, ftill the com- 
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manding officer, who brought with him a prefent of 
berries, intended for our late Commodore. He was 
much affedled at hearing of his death, and feeing the 
coffin that contained his remains. As the deceafed had 
particularly requefted to be buried on (bore, and gave 
the preference to the church at Paratounca, wc con- 
fulted the Serjeant about the necefiary fleps to be taken 
on this occafion, who referred us to the priefl, as being 
the perfon befl qualified to give us information on this 
fubje(fl. At the fame time he fignified his intention of 
fending an exprefs to the Commander of Bolchcrctfk, 
with an account of our arrival; when Commodore 
Gore begged to avail himfelf of that opportunity of 
conveying a letter to him, wherein he requefted that 
16 head of black cattle might be fent with all pofiible 
difpatch. At this time, we received intelligence of 
Sopofnicoff’s arrival from Oonalafiika, who took charge 
of the pacquet fent by Captain Cook to the Admiralty, 
and which we had the pleafure to find, had been for¬ 
warded. 

Wednefday, the 25th, in the morning, Captain Gore, 
in confequence of the death of our late Commodore, 
made out the new commiffions He himfelf fucceeded 
to the chief command in the Refolution; and our 
lieutenant, Mr. King, was appointed Captain of the 
Difeovery. Mr. Lanyan, niafler’s mate of the Refo¬ 
lution, and who had been in that capacity, in a former 
voyage, on board the Adventure, was appointed to the 
vacant lieutenancy. In confequence of thefe arrange¬ 
ments, the following promotions took place. Lieute¬ 
nants Burney and Rickman (from the Difeovery) were 
appointed firfl and fecond lieutenants of the Refolution; 
and lieutenant Williamfon firfl lieutenant of the Dif¬ 
eovery. Captain King, by the permifiion of the Com¬ 
modore, took in four midfiupmen, who had rendered 
themfelves ufeful to him in ailronomical calculations ; 
and whofe affiflance was become the more necefiary, as 
we had not an ephemeris for the prefent year. And 
that aftronomical obfervations might not be neglcded 
to be made in either fiiip, Mr. Bayly took Captain 
King’s place in the Refolutjon, for thefe purpofes. This 
day we were attended by the Pope Romanoff Verelha- 
gen, the worthy priefl of Paratounca. His expref- 
fions of forrow for the death of Captain Clerke did ho¬ 
nour to his feelings; but the good old gentleman, 
though much concerned, flarted fcveral difficulties, and 
appeared rather unwilling to comply with the requeft: 
of the deceafed. He urged, among other objedions, 
that the Church was foon to be pulled down ; that every 
winter it was three feet deep in water; and that in a 
few years no veflige of it would remain, as the new 
church was to be ereded near the Oftrog of Awatfka, 
upon a drier and more convenient fpot. He therefore 
advifed, that the remains of our late Commodore 
fliould be depofited at the foot of a tree, the feite of 
which was to be included in the body of the new church, 
where the bones of the Captain might probably reft 
for ages undifturbed: however; hcfulDmittcd the choice 
of cither place entirely to Captain Gore. Thefe rea- 
fons, whether real or fiditious, the officers who had 
charge of the funeral could not difprove, and there¬ 
fore fome of our people had orders to dig the grave 
where the priefl fliould dired. 

The Difeovery having fuffered great injury from the 
ice, efpeciallyon the 23d of July, and continued ex¬ 
ceeding leaky ever fince, it was apprehended that fomc 
of her timbers might have flarted : our carpenters were 
therefore fent to affift thofe of the Difeovery in repair¬ 
ing her. To accommodate thofe who were to be em¬ 
ployed on fhore, a tent was creded, and a party was 
fent into the country, north of the harbour, to fell tim¬ 
ber. The obfervatories were placed at the weft end of 
the village, near which was creded a tent, as an iibode 
for the Commodore and Captain King. When the 
carpenters began to rip the damaged Iheathing from 
the larboard bow, it was difeovered, that three feet of 
the third ftrake were flaved, and the timbers flarted: 
and as they proceeded, the decayed flate of the fiiip’s 
hull became more and more apparent. The ieafon be¬ 
ing now far advanced. Captain King was unwilling that 
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arty hindrance or delay fliould happen through him, 
to Captain Gore’s farther views of difcovery, and there¬ 
fore ordered the carpenters to rip off no more of the 
llieathing, than fliould be abfolutcly necetfa-ry for« re¬ 
pairing the damages occalioned by the ice. He was 
apprehenfive of their meeting with more decayed planks, 
which he thought had better remain in that ftatc, than 
have their places fupplied with green birch, even fup- 
pofing it could be procured. All hands were now fully 
employed in their feparatc departments^ that we might 
be perfcdly ready for fea, by the time the carpenters 
had completed their bufinefs. Four men were fet 
Apart to haul the feine for Hdmon, which were caught 
in immenfe quantities, and we found them of moft ex¬ 
cellent quality. After the wants of both fliips were 
fuflicicntly fupplied, we daily faltcd down almoft a 
hogfhead. We had four invalids, who were employed 
in gathering greens, and cooking for thofe who were 
afliore. We alfo landed our powder, in order to 
have it dried; and the blubber of the fea horfes, with 
which both (hips had completely furnilhed themfelves, 
in our paflTage to the north, was now boiled down for 
oil, andw'as become a very necefTary article, having 
long fmcc expended all our candles. The cooper was 
alfo employed in his department, Both fhips compa¬ 
nies were thus engaged till Saturday, the 2Sth, in the 
afternoon, which was allowed to every man (except the 
carpenters) to w afli their linen, and get their clothes in 
tolerable order, that on Sunday they might make a de¬ 
cent appearance. 

On Sunday, the 29th, we performed the laft affed- 
ing offices at the interment of Captain Clcrke, our late 
much refpedlcd Commodore; and to make the funeral 
the more folemn, every officer was defired to appear in 
his uniform; the marines were ordered to be drawm up 
under arms; and the common men to be drefled as 
nearly alike as poffible, in order to attend the corpfe 
from the watcr-fide to the grave. All the Ruffians in 
the garrifon alfcmblcd on the occafion, affifting refpe6l- 
fully in the folcmnity, and the worthy paf^or of Para- 
tounca joined in the proceffion, walking w ith the gen¬ 
tleman who read the fervice. The ffiips, at the fame 
time fired minute gunsj and the drums, muffled as 
ufual, beat the dead march. When the corpfe arrived 
at the grave, it was depofired under a triple difeharge 
of three vollies, fired by the marines, which concluded 
the burial fervice. When the gra\’e was covered, it 
was thought proper to fence it in by piles driven deep 
in the ground, and afterwards to fill up the fpacc in- 
clofcd with fiones and earth, to preferve the body from 
being devoured in the winter by bears, or other wild 
hcalls, who are remarkable for their fagacity in Rent¬ 
ing out the bodies of dead pafTengers, when any hap¬ 
pen to perifh, and arc buried near the roads. This 
mournful ceremony being over, an efcutchcon was 
prepared, and neatly painted by the ingenious Mr. 
Webber, with the Captain’s coat of arms properly em¬ 
blazoned, and placed in the church of Paratounca. 
Underneath the cfcutchcon was the following inferip- 
tion. 

There lies interred at the foot of a tree, 
near the Oflrog of St. Peter and St. Paul, 

The Body of 

CHARLES CLERKE, Efquirc, 
Commander of his Britannic Majefly’s 
Ships, the Refolution and Difcovery; 

To which he fucceeded on the Death of 
JAMES COOK, Efquire, 

Who was killed by the natives of an Ifland wc 
difeovered in the South Sea, after having ex¬ 
plored the Coait of America, from 42 deg. 

27 min* to 70 deg. 40 min. 57 fee. N. 
in fcarch of a N. W. paifage 
from EUROPE to the 
EAST-IKDIES. 

The Second Attempt being made by 
Captain Clcrke, who failed within fonie few' 
Leagues of Captain Cook; bur was brought 
up by a folid body of Ice, which he found 
from the America to the A fia (liorc. 


G E S COMPLEX E. 


and almoft trended due Euft and 
Weft—He died at Sea, 
on his reriirn to the 
Southward, on die- - 

22nd Day of 

Auguft,r779, 

Aged 3 8 Years. 

Another infeription was affixed to the tree under* 
which he was interred. This rrec Hands on a little 
eminence, in the valley, north of the harbour, (and at 
fonic diftance from the tov n), where tho^ ftorG-houfts 
and hofpital are fituated, and round which fevcral RuR; 
lian gentlemen had been buried; but none fohighupoh 
the eminence as the fpot pointed out for the grave of 
Captain Clcrke, and which Captain Ciorc fuppofed to 
be Hich a fttuation, as was moft confonant to the wiflies 
of the deccafed. The infeription at this place wa? 
nearly the fame as that in the Church, and isos follows; 

Beneath this tree lies the Body of 
Captain CHARLES CLERKK, Efquirc, 
Commanderof His Britannic Majefty's 
Ships, the Refolution and Difcovery: 

Which Command he fuccccdcd to, on the T4th 
of February, 1779, on the Death of 
Captain JAMES COOK, 

Who w^as killed by the Natives of fomc 
Iflands he difeovered in the South 
Sea. on the Date above. 

CAPTAIN CLERKE Died at Sea, 
of a lingering lllnefs, on the 22nd Day of 
Auguft, 1779, 

In the 38th Year of his Age: 

And was Interred on Sunday, the 29th following. 

On this occafion the crews of both fliips were fuf- 
fered to continue on (hore, and to divert themfelves, 
each as he liked beft. It was Captain Clerke’s dcfire 
that they fliould have double allowance for three days 
fucceffively, and all that while to be excufed from every 
other duty, than what the ordinary attendance in the 
Blips required ; but the (eafon being far advanced, and 
a long track of unknown fea to traverfe before the/ 
could reach China, theofficers reprefenting theharddiips 
and inconveniences that fo mucii loft time might bring 
upon themfelves, they very readily gave up that part of 
the Captain’s requefl, and returned to their rcfpecbvc 
duties early the next day. Accordingly, on Monday 
the 30th, the fevcral parties reaffumed their allotted em¬ 
ployments; and on the 2nd of September, the carpen¬ 
ters proceeded to rip off fuch of the fheathing as had 
been injured by the icc, from the ftarboard-fidc; hav¬ 
ing firfi fliifted the damaged planks, and repaired and 
caulked the flieaching of the larboard-bow. Four feet 
of the plank were difoovered in the third ftrakc under 
the wale, fo much fhaken as to require to be replaced; 
which was accordingly done; and on the 3d the Ihcath- 
ing was repaired. In the afternoon we got fomc bal- 
lafton board; after wffiich w'c unhung the rudder, and 
caufed it to be conveyed on fhore, the lead of the pin¬ 
tles being much worn, and a confiderable part of the 
flieathing rubbed off This day an enfign arrived from 
Bolcherctfk, with a letter from the Commander of that 
place to Captain Gore; from which, by the affiftance of 
theferjeant, we underftood, that proper orders had been 
given refpc(fllngthe cattle; and that in a few days wc 
might expeeft to fee themt to which was added, that 
Captain Shmalcff, who fuccccdcd Major Behm, in 
his comm.ind, would pay us a vifiton the arrival of a 
Hoop which he expeded from Okotflt. The bearer of 
the letter was a fon of Captain Lieutenant Synd, who 
about eleven years ago, was appointed to the command 
of an expedition on difcovery, between ACa and Ame¬ 
rica, and now rcfided at Okotlk. He told us he was 
appointed to receive our dircdlions, and to fupply us 
with every thing that our fervice might require: that 
he fliould remain with us, till it was convenient for the 
Commander to leave Bolcherctfk; and then he was to 
return, or the garrifon w’ould be without an officer. 
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iTic Ruffians, in Kamtfchatka, could not furnifli us with 
a better account of than Mr. Goxe has given ust 
though they Teemed‘ddpofed io cornmurticare, without 
I’cfcrve, what they really knevvi From Major Bchrn we 
had received only this general information; that the ex¬ 
pedition had mifearried, and that the Commander had 
been cenfured. It was evident, that he had been on the 
coaft of America, fouth of Cape Prince of Wales * 
as he was too far north to meet with fea otters, which 
the Ruffians feem to have in view in all their attempts 
at difeoveries, it is probable, that his return without 
having made any, from whence commercial advantages 
might be reaped, w^as the caufc of his difgracc, and on 
. that account his voyage is fpoken of with contempt 
by all the Ruffians. On Sunday, the 51!^ all the par¬ 
ties that were on Q-iore returned to the Ihip, and were 
employed in ferubbing her bottom, and gettii>g in Tome 
fhingle ballaff. On Wednefday, the 8th, wc hauled the 
Rcfolution on fhore, in order to repair fome damages 
fhc had received from the ice, in her cut-water. We 
began, about this time, to make a flrong decocS:ion from 
a fpecics of dwarf pine, which is very plentiful in this 
country, judging it would hereafter be ufcful in making 
beer,and that we might perhaps be able to procure fugar, 
or a fubditute, to ferment with it, at Canton. We knew, 
however, it would be an admirable medicine for the 
feurvy, and therefore were particularly defiious of pro¬ 
curing a con fide table fupply; as mod of the prevenra- 
tives with which he had ffirnidied burfelves, w’ereeither 
confumed, or hud lod their efficacy through long keep¬ 
ing. When we had prepared about a hogfhead of it, 
the (hip’s copper w^as found to be remarkably thin, and 
that, in many places, it was even Cracked. This obliged 
us to defid, and orders were given, that, for the future, 
it diould be ufed as fparingly as poffible. Thofe navi¬ 
gators, who may hereafter be engaged in long voyages, 
would aid judicioudy if they provided themSlves with 
a fpare copper, or, at lead, they fliduld be fully con¬ 
vinced, that the copper, ufually furnifhed, (hould be re¬ 
markably drongand durable. Thefe ncccifary utenfils 
are employed in fo many extra fcrvices, particularly in 
that iitiportant one of brewing antifcorbutic decoCf ions, 
that fome fuch provifion feems abfolutely neceflary; and 
the forlner appears the more eligible, bccaufe a much 
greater quantity of fuel would be confumed in heating 
coppers that are very thick. 

Friday, the loth, in the morning, the boats from both 
the diips were ordered to tow a Ruffian galliot into the 
harbour, which had jud arrived from Okotfk. She had 
been no lefs than 35 days on her paffage^ artdy from the 
Light-houfe, had been obferved a fortnight before, 
beating up towards the mouth of the bay. The crew 
had at that time difpatched their boat On flicTc, in or¬ 
der to procure vvater^ which they much wanted; but, 
the wind increafing, the boat was lod: the galliot Was 
again driven to fea, and thofe who were pafTengers fuf- 
fered, with the crew, inconceivable hardfhips. On board 
this galliot were fifty foIdiers,with their wives and chil¬ 
dren ; they had alfo other p:iffef>gers, and the crew con¬ 
fided of 25 Teamen, making in the whole, upwards of 
100 perfons; which, fora veflel of 80 tons, was a great 
number, efpecially as die was heavily laden with dorcs 
and provifions. This galliot, and the doop’ which wc 
fdw here in May, arc built ir> the manner of the Dutch 
doggers. Soon after the vefPel had come to anchor, we 
were vifked by a Put-parouchich, or fub-lieirterrant, 
who arrived in her,, and Tent to Cake the commarkl of 
this-place. Some of the foldicrs were intended to rein¬ 
force the garrifon; and two pieces of cannon were 
brought on fiiorc, to ferve as an additional defence to 
the town ; ferr, the honed ferjeant obferved Ihiewdly; 
that, as we had fouml the way here, others might do 
the fame, who would not be fo weFcome as ourfelves. 
On the I ith, the damages of the Rcfolution being re¬ 
paired, wc hauled her olf from the fiiore,. and, in the 
courfc of the day, we got fome pitch, tar, cordage, and 
twine from the galliot. She alfo furnidied us with 140 
fkins of flour, amounting to 53,78’2- En^Iidi pounds 
troy weight. On the 12th, Enfign Synd kfc us to re¬ 
turn to Bolchcrctfk, with the remainder of the foldicrs 


who had arrived in the galliot. During his abode here* 
■ he hild beeit our condant gued; and, on his father's ac¬ 
count, we thought him m fome degree belonging to us; 
and,as one of the toiHy of difcovcrcrs, entitled to a 
lhare of our edeem. The ferjeant, as being corhmander 
of the place, had hitherto been admitted to oiir tables; 
and his company was additionally welcome to us, be- 
caufe he was fenfible and quick in his conceptions; and 
cbmprehendedy better than any other perfon; the few 
Ruffian words that we had acquired. Whiid Enfign 
Synd remained among us, he very politely permitted 
him to enjoy the fame privileges; but when the new 
Commander arrived from Okotik, the ferjeant, for whas 
caufc vve did not underdand, fell into difgraccj and was 
no longer pc mi it ted to fit in the conapany of his own 
officers. Our endeavours to obtain indulgence for himi 
we perceived would haVe been ineffcidual; for, though 
highly agreeahie to us, it was, perhaps, incompatible 
with their difciplinc. 

On Wednefday, the iqth, we had corhpleted the 
dowage of the holds, got our wood and water on boards 
and were ready for fcaj but we could not think of tak¬ 
ing our departure, becaufc the cattle were not yet ar¬ 
rived from Verchnei; and frefh provifions were now 
become the mod important article of oUr wants, and 
efTcntially neceflary for preferving the health of our peo¬ 
ple. Having before us a profpeid cif fine weather, we 
confidered this as a favourable opportunity of engaging 
in fome amufement on ihorc, and of acquiring Jbme 
knowledge of the country. A party for bear-hunting 
was therefore ptopofed by Captain Gore; and on Fri¬ 
day, the lyrh, we fet our on this expedition ; which 
was deferred to that day, in order to give a little reft 
to the Hofpodin Ivafkin, a new acquaintance, who had 
arrived here on Wednefday, and intended to be One of 
our party. Major Bchm had defired this gentleman^ 
who refided ufually at Verchnei, to attend us on our rc^ 
turn to the harbour, and affifi us as an interpreter; and, 
from what we had heard of him before his arrival, out 
Guriofiry to fee him was much excited. He is allied to 4 
Gonfidcrable family in Ruffia, and his father wasagene-* 
ral in the fervicG of theEmprefs. [• lereccivcd his educa¬ 
tion partly in France; he had been a page to the Emprefs 
Elizabeth, and bore an Ertfign’s= ccmfifniffiori in hef 
guards. At 16 years of age he was knowted, had hk 
nofe flit, and was banifhed to Siberia. He was a’fter-t 
wards tranfported to Kamtfchatka, and had refided 
there 31 years. His perfoil was tall and thin, and his 
vifage furrowed with deep wrinkles. Old age was 
firongly depieffed in his whole figure, though only 53 
years of his exigence had fcarcely elapfed. Great wa^ 
our difappaintment when we difeovered, that he had fo 
totally forgotten the French and German languages, as 
not to be able to fpeak a fingle fentence, nor to compre¬ 
hend readily any thing that was faid to him in either of 
thofe languages. 'I'hus were we deprived unfortunately, 
of what we expeded would have furnifhed a favourable 
opportunity of acquiring further information refpeding 
this country. The caufc of his banifhmcnt remained a 
fecrct to every one in this country, but it was gene¬ 
rally fuppofed, he had been guilty of fame atrocious 
oflencG;. efpecially as feveral of the Commanders of 
Kamtfchatka have exerted their intcrefl: to get him re¬ 
called, in the reign of the prefent Emprefs; but, fo far 
from fiicc^cding in their applications, they were not 
able to change the place of his banifliment. He aflured 
us that, for 20- years, he had not tafted a morfel of 
bread, nOr had been allowed any kind of fubfiftencc; 
but had lived, all that time, with the Kamtfchadales. on 
what he had procured from the chaee by his own ac'hi- 
vicy and toil. Afterwards a fmall penfion was allowed 
him, and his fitiiation has beeri rendered much Icfs in¬ 
tolerable, finceMajor Bchm wHs appointed to the com¬ 
mand. Being noticed by forefpeaable a charadler, who 
often invited him to become his gueft, others were in¬ 
duced to follow his example. The Major had alfo oc- 
cafioncd his penfion ra be augmented to 100 roubles a 
year, which is an Enfign’s pay in every other part of the 
Emprefs's dominions, but in this province, ail the offi¬ 
cers have double pay. Major Behm informed us, that 
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he had obtained pcrmifl'ion for him to go to Okotfk, 
where he was to refide in future; but that, at prefenr, 
he fliould leave him behind, as hemighi probably. be 
ufeful to us as an interpreter, on our return to the Bay. 

We now fet out on our hunting party, dirc6ting our 
courfe to the northward, toward a pool of water, that 
lies near the mouth of the river Paratounca, and which 
was a known haunt of the bears. We had fcaree landed, 
when unfortunately the wind changed to the caftward, 
and deftroyed all hopes of coming up with our game; 
for the Kamtfchadales afTured us, that it was in vain to 
cxpc(fl to meet with bears, when to the windward of 
them ; owing to their being poflefled of an uncommon 
acutenefs in feenting their purfuers, which enabled 
them, under fuch circumftances, to avoid the danger, 
though at a very great diftance from them. We re¬ 
turned therefore to the boat, and palled the night on the 
beach, having brought a tent with us for that purpofe. 
The next morning, being the 18ch, wc croifed the bay, 
and purfued our courfe on foot along a plain, abounding 
with berries, on which the bears feed; but though feve- 
ral of thefe animals were feen at a diftance, we could 
never contrive, the w'cathcr being lliowcry and unfa¬ 
vourable, to get within fhot of them. Thus difappointed 
again, wc changed our divcrlion to that of fpcaring fal- 
nion, which wc faw pufliing in great numbers through 
the furf into a fmall river. Fortunately the water af¬ 
forded us a little proviiion; for ill fuccefs had not only 
attended us in the chace by land, but we had failed in 
our expe<ftations of Ihooting wild fowl, after having al- 
moft depended folely upon a fupply of them for our lub- 
lirtencc; and on its failure, we began to think it time to 
return to head quarters. Thefe fentiments entirely cor- 
refponded with thofc of the Hofpodin, whom former fe- 
veritics had rendered unable to endure fatigue. On 
Sunday, the 19th, at night, we reached the fhips, after 
ha-ving been full 12 hours upon our legs. Poor Ivafkin 
feemed perfectly overcome with fatigue, and was pro¬ 
bably the more fcnlibly aft'eefted by it, for want of a fup)- 
ply of fnutf; for, almoft at every ftep, his hand funk 
mechanically into his pocket, and rofe inftantly again 
with his huge empty box. When arrived at the tent, 
the Hofpodin’s box was immediately replenilhed, and, 
regaling upon a good fupper, we forgot the fatigues and 
dilappointments of our fruitlcfs excurfion. 

On Monday, the 20th, we received the difagreeable 
intelligence, that our much efteemed friend, the ferjeant, 
had fullered corporal punilhment, which had been in- 
fli<£ted on him by command of the old Put-parouchick. 
None of us could learn the caufeof his difpleafure; but 
it was fuppofed to have arifen from fome little jealoufy, 
which had been excited by our civility to the former. 
We were unwilling to remonftrate on this fubjc(ft:, till 
Captain Shmaleff fliould arrive; however, when we were 
■next vifited by the Put-parouchick, the coolncfs with 
•w'hich w'c received him, muft have teftified fully our 
chagrin. The 22d, being the anniverfary of the King’s 
Coronation, we fired 21 guns; and, in honour of our 
Royal Mafter, prepared as elegant a feaft as our fitua- 
tion would allow of. The arrival of Captain Shmaleff 
was announced the very moment we were fitting down 
TO dinner. Wc were equally pleafed and furprized at 
. this unexpected vifit: firft, bccaufe the Captain came 
io opportunely to take a fliarc in the feftivity of the day, 
and alfo, hecaufc w'e were lately informed, that thcef- 
Icds of a late illncfs had rendered him unequal to the 
journey. We had the fatisfation to hear this had been 
merely an excufe; and that, knowing we were diftrefled 
|or tea and fugar, &cc. he was hurt at the idea of com¬ 
ing empty handed, and therefore had deferred his fee¬ 
ling out, waiting impatiently for the arrival of a floop 
from Okoifiv; but hearing no intelligence of her, and 
fearing wc Ibould fail before he had vifited us, he was re- 
folved CO profccute the journey, though he had nothing 
to prefent to us but apologies for the poverty of Bol- 
chereilk. At the fame time he informed us, that the 
reafon of our not having received the black cattle, was, 
that the heavy rains at Vei;chnci, had prevented their 
ferting out. So much generofity and politenefs de¬ 
manded the laeft anfwer we were capable of making ; 


and on.coming qn hoard iltc next day, 've filmed him 

W'ith II guns. Friday, The, ^24th^ he, >vas emerta,in(:d 
on board the DifepY^ery; and thq:day .following,, ibjcing 
the 25th, he returned to Bolchcrctfk. No intreaties 
could prevail on him to extend his. vifit, having, as;fie 
afTured us, fome expedfacions that the iubrgovernpr- 
gcncral would arrive in the floop expedlcd from Okotfk, 
le being , on a tour through all the provinces of the go¬ 
vernor-general of Jakutfk. Without any application from 
us, he reinflaced the ferjeant in his command, before lus 
departure, having rcfolvcd to take the Put-parouchick 
with him. Wc alfo underftood, that be was much of¬ 
fended with him for punifliing the ferjeant, as there did 
not appear to be the llighteft grounds for inflicting fuch 
chaftifement. Encouraged by the Captain’s great rca- 
dinefs to oblige us, w c ventured to requefl a foiall favour 
for another inhabitant of Kamtfchatka. It was to re¬ 
quite an honeft oid foldier, who kept a kind of ordinary 
for the inferior officers, and who had done a thoufanci 
good offices both for them and the whole crew. The 
Captain obligingly complied with our wiflics, and dub¬ 
bed him iiuianily a corporal, telling him, at the fame 
time, to thank the Flnglilh officers for his vciy great 
promotion. It may not here be unncccflary to rcinaik, 
that the lower clafs of officers in the Ruffian m-my, have 


a greater pre-eminence above the private men, than 
thofe in the Britifli fervice can poflibly conceive, k 
was, indeed, a matter of afloniflimcnt to 113, to fee a fer¬ 
jeant alTume all the ftate, and exaeft as much homage 
from thofe beneath him, as though he'had been a ficld- 
offiocr. Befides there are feveral gradations of rank 
among them, of which other countries are wholly igno¬ 
rant ; there being no Icfs than four intermediate fteps 
between a ferjeant and a private foldier. But the dif- 
cipline of the Ruffian army, though fo extremely remote 
from the feat of government, is remarkable for its ftrieft- 
nefs and feverity ; not exempting even the commif- 
fioned officers. Imprifonment, and bread and water 
diet, is the punifhmcnt of the latter for inconfiderablc 
offences. A good friend of ours, an Enfign in this place, 
informed us, that the punifliment he received for hav¬ 
ing been concerned in a drunken frolic, was three months 
imprifonment in the black hole, with a daily allowance 
only of bread and water for his fubfiffence ; which fo af¬ 
fected his whole nervous fyftem, that he has never fince 
enjoyed , a fufficient flow of fpirip to qualify him for a 
convivial meeting. Captain King attended Captain 
Shmaleff as far as the entrance of Awatfka river, and, 
having taken leave of him, embraced that opportunity 
of vifiting the prieft of Paratounca. 

Oh Sunday, the 26th, Captain King attended him to 
his church, where his whole congregation confifted of 
his own family, three men, and the fame number ol 
boys, who aflifted in the finging; and the whole of the 
fervice was performed with great folemnity, and devo¬ 
tion. Though the church is of wood, it is much fupc- 
rior to any other edifice, either in this town, or that ol 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Among feveral paintings with 
which it is ornamented, are two pidturcs of St. Peter 
and Sc. Paul, the Apoftles, prefented by the navigator, 
Bcering, and which may vie with the firft Fluropean 
performances, in the intrinfic richnefs of their drape¬ 
ries, the principal parts thereof being compofed ot thick 
plates of real folid filver, fo fafliioncd as to imitate the 
foldings of the robes which decorate the figures, ana 
fixed upon the canvafs. Monday, the 27th, was (pent 
by another party in the diverfion of bear-hunting; whc 
Captain King fubmitted himfelf to the diredtions ot th 
parifli-clcrk, who had acquired great reputation as 
bear hunter. About fun-fet they arrived at one of th 
larger lakes, where it was deemed neceflary to conce 
themfelves; and this was efteaed eafily among fome 
long grafs, and brufh-wood, of which wc faw grcai 
plenty near the water’s edge. We had not J 

dcr our covert, before our cars were agreeably falu^a 
with the growling of bears, in almoft every quarter 
about us, and wc foon had the plcafurc of ^ 
holding one of them in the water, fwirnming 
courfe to where wc lay concealed. At , 

moon fhonc, fo as to afford a confidcrablc hg » 
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the bear advanced toward us, three of us fired at it al- 
moft at the fame iiiftant. Immediately the animal turned 
fliort upon one fide, and fet up a moft horrible jioifc, 
which was neither yelling, growling, nor roaring, but a 
very extraordinary mixture of the whole three. We 
eould eahly perceive, that the beafl was w-ounded fe- 
verely, and that it reached the bank with difficulty; 
whence it retreated tofome thick buflies not far diftant, 
ftill continuing to make a hideous noife. The Kamt- 
ichadales fuppofed it to be mortally wounded; but 
judged It an adf of imprudence to attempt to roufe it 
again immediately. It was then nine o’clock ; and as 
the night became ovcrcali*, and a change of weather 
was to be apprehended, we thought it advifeable to re. 
turn home, and wait till morning for the gratification 
of our ciiriofity, v hen we accordingly repaired to the 
ipot, and found the bear dead from the wounds it had 
received. It was a female, and larger than the ordi¬ 
nary lize. 

1 his account of our hunting party may convey a 
A^rong idea of the method purfued ufually in this fport; 
to prevent which, it may not be amifs to fubjoin a few 
vords to this fubjedf. The natives generally contrive 
torcach the ground aboutfun-fet, where the bearsufually 
frequent. They firfi: look out for their tracks, and at¬ 
tend particularly to the frefhefi: of them; always pay- 
ing a regard to the firuarion with refpe^ to conceal¬ 
ment; and taking aim at the animal as it pafTes by, or 
advances, or goes from them. Thefe tracks are nu¬ 
merous between the woods and the lakes, and are often 
found ainong the long fedgy grafs and brakes on the 
margin of the water. Having determined upon a con¬ 
venient fpot for concealment, the hunters fix their 
crutches in the ground, on which they reft their fire¬ 
locks, pointing them in a proper diredfion. They af¬ 
terwards kneel or lie down, as the circumfiances of 
their fituation may require; and, having their bear- 
fpears in readinefs by their fide, wait the arrival of their 
game. Thefe precautions are extremely necelfary, that 
the hunters may make fure of their mark: for the 
price of ammunition is fo high at Kamtfchatka, that 
the price of a bear will not purehafe more of it than 
will load a mufquet four or five times. It is much 
more material on another confideration; for, if the firfi 
fhot fhould not render the bear incapable of purfuit 
fatal confequcnces too frequently enfuc. The enraged 
beafl makes immediately towards the place from hence 
the found and fmokc iirLic,and furioufiy attacks his ad- 
verfaries. They have not fufficient time to re-load 
their pieces, as the bear is fcldom fired at till he comes 
within the diflancc of 15 yards; therefore, if he fiiould 
not happen to fall, they immediately prepare to receive 
him upon their fpears ; their fafety depending, in a 
great meafure, on their giving him a mortal flab^as he 
advances towards them. Should he parry the thruft 
(which thefe animals are fometimes enabled to do, by 
the flrengih and agility of their paws) and break in 
upon his opponents, the conflicfl becomes bloody; for 
it is feldom chat the lofs of a fingle life will fatisfy the 
beafl's revenge. This bufinefs, or divcrfion, is parti¬ 
cularly dangerous at two fcafons of the year: in the 
fpring, when they firfi ifliic from their caves, after hav¬ 
ing fubfillcd the whole winter (as it is here poficively 
aflcrted) folely on fucking their paws; and efpecially 
if the frofl fhould continue to be fevere, and the ice in 
the lakes is not broken up; as they cannot then have 
rccourfe to their cuflomary and expeded food. Thus 
becoming exceedingly fainiflied, they grow fierce and 
favage in proportion; purfuing the inhabitants by the 
feent; and prowling about at a diflance from their ufual 
tracks, dart upon them unawares. Under fuch cir- 
cumflanccs, as the natives have no idea of fhooting 
flying, or running, or in any manner without reding 
their piece, they often fall a facrifice to their favage r:u 
pacity. The time of their copulation, is the ocher 
dangerous feafon to meet with them, and that is ufually 
about September. Many indances of natural affec¬ 
tion in thefe animals are frequently related by the 
Kamtfchadalcs, who hence derive confidcrable advan¬ 
tages in hunting. They never prefume to fire at a 
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young bear if the dam is upon the fpot; for, if the cub 
mould happen to be killed, flie becomes enraged to an 
immoderate degree; and, if fhecan only obtain a fight 
or the offender, flic is fure to be revenged of him, or 
the other hand, if the mother 
mould be fhot, the cubs continue by the fide of her after 
le has been a long time dead ; exhibiting, by adeding 
ge turcs and motions, the mod poignant affliction. 
Ihe hunters, inllead of commiferating their didrefies, 
embrace thefe opportunities of dedroying them. If 
the veracity of the Kamtfchadales may be depended on, 
the lagacity of the bears is as extraordinary as their na¬ 
tural afFccflion. Innumerable are the dories which they 
relate to this effect. They likewife acknowledge infi¬ 
nite obligations to the bears, for all the little progrefs 
they have hitherto made in feveral arts. They confefs 
themfelves indebted wholly tothofe animals for all their 
knowledge in phyfic and furgery; that, by obferving 
what herbs they have applied to the wounds they have 
leceived, and what methods they have purfued when 
they were languid, and out of order, they have acquired 
a knowledge of mod of thofe fimples'Which they have 
now rccourfe to, either as external or internal applica¬ 
tions. Bur the mod fingular circumdance of all is, 
that they admit the bears to be their dancing-maders, 
though the evidence of our own fenfes places this mat- 
difpute; for in the bear-dance of the Kamt¬ 
fchadales, every gedure and attitude peculiar to that 
animal, is faithfully exhibited. All their other dances 
are fimilar to this in many particulars; and thofe atti¬ 
tudes are thought to come neared to perfeeflion, which 
mod refcmble the motions of the bear. 

Tuefday, the 28th, Captain King returned from 
h)s cxcurfion to the fliips, not a little pleafed, as it had 
afforded him an opportunity of feeing a part of the 
country, and of obferving the manners and behaviour 
of the people, when under no reftraint, evidently not 
the cafe when they w'ere in company with the Rufflans. 
On the 30th, our Commodore went to Paratounca; bur, 
before his departure, ordered Captain King to get the 
flupsout of the harbour, that they might be in readi- 
nefstofail. ^ 

On friday, the iff: of Ocflober, we had a violent gale 
of wind, which continued the whole day; bur, on the 
2nd, both fliips warped out of the harbour, and an¬ 
chored in 7 fathoms water, about a quarter of a mile 
from the odrog. Fortunately for us, the day before we 
quitted the harbour, the cattle from Verchnei arrived; 
and that the men might have the full enjoyment of this 
feafonable fupply, by eating it whild it was freffi, the 
Commodore determined to day in our prefent dation 
five or fix days longer. This time, however, was far 
from being mifapplied; for the pumps, fails, and rig¬ 
ging of each diip, received an additional repair. Cap¬ 
tain King having obtained pcrmiffion to ufe the copper 
belonging to the Refolution, and being fupplied with 
molalfcs from Captain Gore, he was enabled to brew’ a 
fufficient quantity of beer to lad the crew a fortnight, 
and to make ten additional puncheons of drong fpi uce 
eflence. This fupply was the more acceptable, as our 
lad calk of fpirits was now ferving our, except a fmall 
quantity referved for cafes of emergency. I'he 3d be- 
ing the name-day ot the Emprefs of Ruffla, vve were 
cordially difpofed to fliew it every poffible refpcdl. 
The pador of Paratounca, Ivafkin, and the Serjeant, 
w’cre invited to dine with us; and an entertainment 
was prepared for the two Toions of Paratounca, and 
Sr. Peter and St. Paul; as well as for the inferior offi¬ 
cers of the garrifon, and the mod refpcdlable of the 
inhabitants. All the other natives w'ere invited to par¬ 
take in common with the fliips companies; a pound 
of excellent beef being ferved out to every man, and 
the remainder of our fpirits was made into grog, and 
didributed among them. Twenty-one guns were 
fired upon the occafion; and confidering we were in a 
very remote part of the Emprefs's dominions, the whole 
fedival was conduded in a manner not unworthy fo iU 
ludrious a charader. On Tuefday, the 5th, we received 
a frefh fupply of tea, fugar, and tobacco, from BoJ- 
cheretlk. Captain ShmalefF having met this prefent 
7 X on 
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on his return, he tranfmitted a letter with it, informing 
us, that the floop from Okotflt had arrived in his ab- 
fcnce, and that Madame Shmaleff had inftantly dif- 
patched a courier with thefe few articles, requefting 
our acceptance of them. On the two following days we 
were prevented from unmooring by reafon of foul wea¬ 
ther; but on Friday the 8th, all the boats were hoifted 
in, and we failed towards the mouth of the bay; when 
the wind, veering to the S. obliged us to drop anchor, 
the Ollrog bearing N. diftant half a league. On the 
oth, at four o'clock, P. M. we again unmoored; but as 
we were raifing our laft anchor, we were informed that 
the drummer of the marines had fled from the boat of 
the Difeovery, which had juft left the village, and that 
he had lately been feen with a Kamtfchadale woman, 
to whom he was known to be much attached, and who 
had importuned him frequently to ftay behind. Tms 
man was entirely iifclefs in the fcrvice, being lam^ by 
a fwdling in his knee; and on that very account Cap¬ 
tain King was the more unwilling to leave him hehind, 
left he fliould become a mifcrable burthen to himfelf 
and the RulTians. He therefore applied to the Serjeant 
to fend parties of his men after him; and, in the mean 
time, fome failors viftred a well know’n haunt of his in 
the neighbourhood, where the drummer and his wo¬ 
man were found together. On his return the Difeovery 
weighed anchor, and followed the Refolution. 

Having now taken our final departure from St. Peter 
and St. Paul, an account of Awatfka Bay, and the aid- 
?oing coaft, may not be unacceptable to our friendly 
readers; efpecially as it is, perhaps, the fafeft andTOoft 
extenfivebay that has ever been difeovered; and the 
only one, in this part of the world, that can admit vef- 
fcls of a confiderable burthen. The entrance thereto 
is in the lat. 52 deg. 51 min. N. long. 158 deg. 48 min. 

E. It lies in the bight of another exterior bay, formed 
by Cape Gavareea to the S. and Cheepoonfleoi Nofs to 
the N. The latter of thefe head-lands bears from the 
former N. E. by N. and is 32 leagues diflant. From 
the Cape Gavareea to the entrance of Awatlka Bay, the 
coaft takes a northerly direction, and extends about 11 
leagues. It confifts of ragged cliffs and rocks, and, 
in many parts, prefehts an appearance of bays and inlets; 
but, on a nearer approach, low grounds was feen to 
conneeft the head-lands. From the entrance of Awatlka 
Bay, Cheepoonfleoi Nofs, bears E. N. E. diftant 17 
leagues. The fliore on this fide is flat and low', with 
hills behind, riling gradually to a confiderable height. 
The latitude of Cape Gavareea is 52 deg. 21 min. This 
remarkable dilfcrenceof the land on the fides of Awat¬ 
fka Bay, together w ith their different bearings, are very 
proper guides to fleer for it, in coming from the fouth- 
ward; and when it is approached from the northward, 
Cheepoonfkoi Nofs becomes very confpicuous; it being 
a high projcdling head-land, and is united to the con¬ 
tinent, by a large extent of level ground, lower than the 
Nofs. We are rather particular in deferibing this 
coaft- for if we had poireffed a good account of its 
form on both lides of Awatfka Bay, we fliould, when we 
firft vifited it, have arrived two days fooner than we 
did, and confequcntly have avoided part of the tempef- 
tuous weather, which we experienced in plying oft the 
mouth of the harbour. Bclides, as the fogs are fo pre¬ 
valent in thefe fcas, it often happens, that an obferva- 
tion for afeertaining the latitude cannot be taken. It 
fliould alfo be conlidetcd, that land makes a very decep¬ 
tive appearance when covered with fnow, or wdicn 
vicw'cd through a hazy atinofphcre; both which cir- 
cumftanccs render it iicceflary for every navigator to 
be acquainted with as many diferiminating objeds as 
pofiible. Should the weather be fufficicntly clear to 
admit a view of the mountains, both on the coaft and 
its neighbourhood, the fituation of Awatfka Bay may 
be precifely known, by the two high mountains to the 
S. of it. 'fhat neareft the bay is in form of a fugar- 
loaf; the other, more inland, is flat at top, and not 
quite fo high, There are three very confpicuous moun¬ 
tains to the N. of the bay : that fartheft to the W. ap¬ 
pears to be the higheft; the next, a volcano-mountain, 
may readily be knd\\’ni Uy the finoke ilFuing from the 


top. The third is the moft northerly, and might, with 

fome propriety, be called a cluftcr of m.ountains, as it 
prefents feverai flat tops to our view. W^licn we got 
within the capes, and into the outward bay, a light- 
houfe on a perpendicular head-land, pointed out the 
entrance into the harbour to the N. Many funken 
rocks lie to the eaftward of this head-land, ftretching 
two or three miles into the fea, and when this or a fwcil 
are moderate, they will always fliew thcmfelvcs. To 
the S. of the entrance, about 4 miles diftant from it, 
lies a fmall round ifland, compofed chiefly of high 
pointed rocks, one of which is larger, and more per¬ 
pendicular than the reft. The entrance into the bay is, 
at firft, about three miles wide; one mile and a half in 
thenarrowefl part; and it is four miles long, in a N. 

N. W. diredion. Within the mouth, is a noble bafon, 

20 miles in circumference, in which are the harbours of 
Rakow'cena to the E. Tarcinfka to the W. and St. Peter 
and St. Paul to the N. The breadth of Tarcinfka har¬ 
bour is three miles, and the length tw’clvc. A narrow 
neck of land feparates it from the fea at the bottom, 
and it ftretches to the E. S. E. The entrance of the 
harbour of Rakowena is impeded by a flioal in the 
middle of the channel, which, in general, makes it ne- 
ceifary to warp in, unlefs there fhould happen to be a 
leading wind. Were it not for this circumftancc, this 
harbour would be preferable to the other tw'O. It is one 
mile and a half broad, and three miles long, running 
in a S. E. and eafterly dlredion. 

But, one of the moft convenient little harbours w'C 
have feen, is that of St. Peter and St. Paul. Six fliips 
may be commodioufly moored in it, head and ftern, and 
it is, in every refpetft*, convenient for giving them any 
kind of repairs. The S. fide of this harbour is formed 
by a low, narrow, fandy neck, whereon the Oftrog is 
built. The mid-channel is only 270 feet acrofs, in 
which there was fix fathoms and a half water. The 
deepeft within is 7 fathoms, over a muddy bottom. 
We found, however, fome inconvenience from the 
toughnefs of the ground, which often broke the mef- 
fenger, and occafioned fome trouble in getting the an¬ 
chors up. At the head of this harbour is .the watering 
place. Off the eaftern harbour is a Ihoal, and within 
the entrance a fpit, ftretching from the S. W. fliorc, 
having only three fathoms water over it. To ftcer 
clear of the latter, a fmall ifland, or rather a large de¬ 
tached rock, on the W. fliorc of the entrance, mull: be 
fliutin with the land to the S. of it. In order to ftcer 
clear of the former, the three needle rocks, near the 
light-houfe-head, on the E. fhoreof the entrance, muft 
be kept open with the head-lands to the northward of 
the firft fmall bending on the E. fide of the entrance. 
As you come into the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and approach the village, it is very necelfary to keep 
near the eaftern ftiore, to avoid a fpit which ftretches 
from the head-land, to the S. W. of the Oftrog. 

Let it be noticed, that the obfervatories were placed 
on the W. fide of the village of Sr. Peter and St. Paul; 
and from the fun’s meridian altitudes, and of five ftars 
to the N. of the zenith we found the latitude to be 
tleg. 38 fee. N. and its longitude from 146 fets of lunar 
obfervations, to be 158 deg. 43 min. 1 6 fee. E. At lull 
and change of the moon it was high w'atcr, at 36 min, 
after four; and five feet eight inches, w'as the greateft 
rife. The tides were regular every twelve hours. It 
may be proper to obferve further, in this place, that 
the time-keeper on board our fliip, which was copied 
exactly from Mr. Harrifon s, by Mr. Kendal, flopped 
on the 27th of April, a few days before our firft arrival 
in Awatfka Bay. During the voyage, it had always 
been carefully attended to, not having been trufted, 
even for a moment, in any other hands than ihofe of 
Captain Cook and Captain King. No accident, there¬ 
fore, coiiM poffibly have happened, to which its flop¬ 
ping could be attributed; nor could it proceed from 
intenfe cold, the thermometer being but very little be¬ 
low the freezing point. When the failure of the piQCC 
was firft difeovered, the Commodore and Captain King 
confulted about the meafures to be purlucd; whether 
they fliould fuflfer it to remain in a ufelcfs ftate, or fub- 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To the PACIEIC OCEAN, fee. 


mit it to the infpedlion of a Teaman on board, who had 

been regularly bred a watch-maker in London, and 
who had given many fatisfadiory proofs of his Ikill in 
that profefTion, in repairing fcvcral watches upon the 
voyage. Having experienced the accuracy of this time¬ 
piece, we were extremely unwilling to be deprived of 
its advantages. Befides, it fliould be confidered, that 
the watch had already been fufficiently tried to afeertain 
its utility, as well in the former voyage, as during the 
three years of our having it on board : therefore, on the 
firfl clear day after we arrived in AvvatfkaBay, the time¬ 
piece was opened, in the prefence of the two Captains, 
Clerke and King. No part of the w^atch appeared to be 
broken; but as the watch-maker was not able to make 
it go, he took off the cock and balance, and cleaned the 
pivot-holes: thefe were extremely foul; and other 
parts of the work were in the fame condition. Upon 
taking off the dial-plate, a piece of dirt was found be¬ 
tween two teeth of the wheel, that carries the fecond 
hand, to w’hich caufe its hopping was principally at¬ 
tributed. After putting the work together, and oiling 
it very fparingly, the watch Teemed to go with freedom 
and regularity. Captain King having received orders 
to go the next day to Bokheretlk, the time-keeper was 
left with Mr. Baily, in order to get its rate, by compar¬ 
ing it wnth his watch and clock; who informed him on 
his return, that it had gone very regularly for fomc days, 
not lofing more than 17 feconds a day; and afterwards 
hopped again. This we fuppofed to be occafioned by 
its having been badly put together. It was therefore 
now a fecond time opened; and when again adjuhed, 
it gained about a minute a day; when, the watch-maker 
in attempting to alter the regulator, broke the balance- 
fpring. He made a new fpring, but the watch went fo 
irregularly afterw'ards, that we were obliged to lay it 
alide as quite ufelcfs. The honeft mechanic was as 
much vexed as we were at our ill fuccefs; not fo much 
owing, as we were convinced, to his w'ant of Ikill, as to 
the improper tools he had to work with, and the callouf- 
nefs his hands had contraded from his employment ns 
a mariner. We fhall now proceed, as propofed in the 
contents of this chapter, to give a corredl and perfed: 
geographical and natural hiftory of the Peninfula of 
Kamtfchatka. 

Kamtfchatka is fituatcd on the eaftern coad of Alia. 
It extends from 52 deg. to 61 deg. N. lat. the long, of 
its extremity to the S. being 156 deg. 45 min. The 
idhmus, that joins it to the continent on the N. liesbe- 
tw^een the gulphs of Olutorfk and Pendiinlk. Its ex¬ 
tremity to the S. is Cape Lapatka. The whole penin¬ 
fula is fomewhat in the form of a flioc; and its greateft 
breadth is 236 computed miles, being from the mouth 
of the Tigil, to that of the river Kamtfchatka; and to- 
w'ards each extremity, it gradually becomes narrower. 
On the N. it is bounded by the country of theKoriacks; 
by the N. Pacific Ocean to the S. and E. and by the fcaof 
Okotfk to the W. A chain of high mountains extends 
the whole length of the peninfula, from N. to S. and al- 
mod equally divide it; whence fcvcral rivers take their 
rife, and make their courfe into the Pacific Ocean, and 
the fea of Okotlk. The three principal of thefe are, 
the Bolchoireka, or great river; the Kamtfchatka; and 
the river Awatfka. To the N. W. of the mouth of the 
Kamtfchatka, lies the great lake Nerpitfeh; from Nerpi, 
a feal; that lake abounding with thofe animals. A fort, 
called Nilhnei-Kamtfchatka Oftrog, is fituated about 
20 miles up the river, where an hofpital and barracks 
have been built by the Ruffians; and this place, we un- 
dcrflood, is now become the principal marc in the 
country. 

Were we to judge of diis country from what we faw 
of its foil and vegetable produdlions, it appears to be 
barren in the extieme. Neither about the bay, nor in 
our journey to Bolcherctfk, nor in any of our hunting 
excurfions, did we ever perceive the final left fpot of 
ground, that had the appearance of a good green turf, 
or that feemed capable of improvement by cultivation. 
Indeed, the whole furface of the country, in a moft 
firiking degree, refemblcs that of Newfoundland. At 
Paratounca. hdvvcver, we faw fome (lack§ of mollbxccl- 
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lent hay ; and Major Bchm aflured us, ihat the banks^ef 
the Kamtfchatka, and the Bifiraia, as well las* many pthec ‘ 
parts of the peninfula, produce a quantity, of grafs, 
of great firength and height, which is mowed twice in 
every fummer, and that the hay is particularly adapted 
to the fattening of cattle, being pfa very fucjculGivt qua- 
This agrees with Krafeheninicolf’s account, who 
relates, that the country w'hich borders on the river 
Kamtfchatka, is much fuperior, in point of fertilityj to 
that of either the N. or S. The feverity of the climatej 
it may naturally be fuppofed, muft be in proportion 
the fterility of the foil, of which it is perhaps the caufe. 
We firfl faw this country in the bcginnpig of May^ 
1779, when it was covered with fnovv, from fix to eight 
feet in depth. On the 24th of Augufl, when we re¬ 
turned, the foliage of the trees, and vegetation in gene¬ 
ral, appeared to be in the height of perfedion* The 
weather, during the remainder of, that nionth, and the 
whole of September, was not fevere; but when Gdlober 
began, the new fallen fnow again covered the cops of 
the hills. In computing the fcafons here, Spring fliould 
certainly be omitted. Summer may be faid to extend 
from the middle of June, till the middle of Seprcmbe<\ 
Oflobcr may be confidered as Autumn; from which 
period to the middle of June, it is all dreary winter. 
The climate in the country adjacent to the river .Kamtf- 
chatka, is faid to be as ferene and temperate, as in many 
parts of Siberia under the fame latitude. The inhabi¬ 
tants, however, are fometimes prevented, by the uneer*- 
tainty of the fummer feafon, from providing a fuflieient 
flock of dried filh, for their food in winter; and the 
moillure of the air occafions worms to breed in them, 
which frequently dcflroy or fpoil the greatefl part. The 
feverity of the winter, and the dreadful hurricanes of 
wind and fnovv which attend it, oblige the natives to rcr 
tire to their fubtcrrancous habitations, both for their fe- 
curity and warmth. We had neither thunder nor lighu 
ning during our flay at Kamtfchatka, excepting on the 
night of the eruption of the volcano. In this peninfula 
volcanoes are numerous; but only three have lately been 
fubjedl to eruptions. That in the neighbourhood of 
Awarlka we have already mentioned. The volcano of 
Tolbatchick is fituated l)Ctween the river Kamtfchatka 
and Tolbatchick, on a neck of land. The eruptions pro¬ 
ceed from the fummit of a high mountain, which ter¬ 
minates in pointed rocks. On the top of the mountain 
of Kamtfchatka, fuppofed to be by far the higheft in the 
peninfula, is the third volcano. Springs of hot water 
are faid to abound in this country. 

The principal trees which fell under our notice, w’ere 
the birch, the poplar,and the alder; feveral fmalifpecies 
of the willow', and two forts of d war filh cedars. One of 
thefe forts grows upon the coafl, fcldom exceeding two 
feet in height, and creeping on the ground. Of this 
our ellence for beer was made, and proved to be very 
proper for the purpofc: the other, which grows much 
higher, is found on the mountains, and bears a kind of 
nut or apple. Of the birch which appears to be the moft 
common, we remarked three forts. Two of them were 
large and fit for timber; differing from each other only 
in the colour and texture of the bark. The third is of 
a dwarfifb kind. The natives apply this tree to a va¬ 
riety of ufes. When tapped, it yields a liquor in great 
abundance, which they drink without mixture, or any 
kind of preparation, as we obferved frequently in our 
journey to Bolchcrctfic. We drank fome of itourfelves, 
and found it pleafant and refrelhing, though fomewhat 
purgative. The bark they convert into velfels for do- 
mcftic purpofes; and from the wood of this tree are 
made their fledges and canoes. Not only the birch, but 
every other kind of tree, in. the neighbourhood of the 
bay, were ftunted, and vcryfmall: the natives therefore 
arc obliged to go a cqnfiderable dillance up the coun¬ 
try, to get wood of a proper fize for their canoes, their 
balagans (or fummer-houfes) and many other purpofes. 
This peninfula likevvife produces great abundance of 
the flirub kind, as. mountain afli, junipers, rafberry 
bulhes, and wild rofes. Alio a variety of berries, as 
partridge^berries, htuc-berries, black-berries, cran-ber- 
rics, and crow^ber/ies. Thefe are pi^cfervcd by mafliing 
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them into a thick jam; and they conftitute a confider- 
able part of their winter provifions, fcrving as a gene¬ 
ral faiicc to their tlriecl fifh. They alfo eat them in pud¬ 
dings, and make decodlions of them for their common 
beverage. We found here large quantities of whole- 
fomc vegetables in a wild ftacc, fuch as chervil, garlic, 
onions, angelica, and wild celery. We alfo met with 
feme excellent turnips, and turnip-radiflies, upon a few 
fpotsof ground in the vallies. This was the utmoft of 
their garden cultivation: yet, this account of vegeta¬ 
bles only relates to fuch parts of the country as fell 
within our obfervation : nc-ar the river Kamtfchatka, 
where, as we have already obferved, both the foil and 
climate are the bell in the peninfula, garden culture is 
attended to, and perhaps with fuccefs; for, with the fe- 
cond drove of cattle which we recei ved from Vcrchnci, 
we alfo received a prefent of cucumbers, celery, fome 
large turnips, and other garden vegetables. Two plants 
are produced in this peninfula, which mud not pafs un¬ 
noticed. The fird is called by the natives Sarana, which 
grows wild and in great quantities. About the begin¬ 
ning of Augufl, many women are employed in colletSl- | 
ing the roots, which, after being dried in the fun, are I 
preferved for ufc. It is a maxim with the Kamtfcha- I 
dales, that Providence never deferrs them, for the fca- 
fon that is prejudicial to the farana, is always favourable 
for fifliing; and, on the contrary, an unfucccfsful fifh- 
ing month, is always amply compenfated by an exube¬ 
rant farana harved. This article is varioudy employed 
in cookery. When roaded in embers, it is a better fub- 
ditute for bread chan any thing the country produces. 
When baked in an oven, and pounded, it fupplies the 
place of dour and meal, and is mixed in all their foups, 
and many other diflies. It is extremely nourifhing, has 
a pleafant bitter flavour, and may be eaten daily with¬ 
out cloying. We partook of thefe’ roots, boiled as we 
do potatoes, and found them very agreeable. The name 
of the other plant is ^weet Grals. When at its full 
growth, it is about fix feet high. This plant was for¬ 
merly a principal ingredient in cookery among the na¬ 
tives; but fince the Rudians have been in pon'cllion of 
the country, it has been chiefly appropriated to the 
purpofe of didillation. The liquor cxcradlcd is called 
raka, and has the drength of brandy. Seventy-two 
pounds of the plant, produce generally 25 pints of raka. 
A vulgar well-known plant remains to be noticed, as 
being more eflential to their fubfidence than all which 
have hitherto been mentioned: this is the Nettle; 
which, as neither hemp nor flax are produced in this 
country, fupplies materials for their fifliing-ncts; and 
on which their cxidence principally depends. 

Many parts of this peninfula would probably admit 
of fuch cultivation, as might contribute to the comfort 
and convenience of the inhabitants; yet the number of 
wild animals it produces, mud always be confidered as 
its real riches; and no labour can be confidered fopro- 
du(divc of advantage, as what is employed upon its fur¬ 
rieries. And next to thefe, the animals that fupply them 
arc deferving of attention. Thefe are the fox, the zc- 
biline, or fable; the doat, or ermine; the ifatis, or arc¬ 
tic fox; the carlefs marmot; the varying hare; the 
weafel; the glutton, or wolverene; the wild fiieep; the 
rein-deer; wolves; bears; and dogs. I’he mod gene¬ 
ral objevds of the chace arc foxes, with which this coun¬ 
try abounds, and among which arc a variety of colours. 
The mod common fpccics is the fame as the European, 
but their colours are more vivid and finning. Some 
are ofa dark chefnut; others have dark-coloured dripes ; 
the bellies of fome are black, but the other part of the 
body is ofa light chefnut. Some arc wholly black; 
others of a dark brown; others ofa done-colour; and 
Jbmc few arc entirely white; the lad. however, are very 
fcarcc. The equality of their fur is much fuperior to 
that of the fame animals ih Siberia or America. The 
J’ables arc much larger than thofe of Siberia, and their 
fur is thicker and brighter; but thofe in thp neighbour¬ 
hood of the rivers Olckma and Vitiinc, arc of a finer 
black. The fables of the Tigil and Ouka, arc faid to 
be the bell in Kamtfchatka; a pair of thefe being fold 
frequently for five pounds dcrling. dhc inferior forts 
are found in the fouthern parts. 


A rifle barrel gun, of a very fmall bore, a net, and a 
few bricks, are the whole apparatus of the fable hunter!^. 
With the ftrd they fometimes (hoot them, when feen on 
trees: the net is ufed in furrounding hollow trees, in 
which they ufually take refuge when purfued ; and the 
bricks arc put hot into the cavities, in order to drive 
them out with the fmoke. The Ikin of the aredic fox 
is of little value; and, on the farhc account, the varying 
hare is neglexded. They are very numerous, and always 
become pcrfedlly white during the winter. In the be¬ 
ginning of May, wc obferved fevcral of this colour, but 
they w'crc fo extremely fliy, as not to fuffer us to conic 
within gim-fhot. The carlefs marmot, or mountain 
rat. is a beautiful creature, much fmallcr than a fqiiir- 
rcl; and, like that animal, feeds upon roots and berries. 
Its fkin is of high edimation, being warm, light, and of 
a bright fliining colour. The ermine, or doat, is little 
regarded; its fur being of a very ordinary kind. The 
weafel is alfo neglc(fled on the fame account. The fkin 
of the wolverene, or glutton, on the contrary, is in the 
highed repute; a Kamtfchadale looking upon himfclf 
as mod fplendidly attired, when a fmall quantity of this 
fur appears upon hi.s garments. The women cmbcllifh 
their hair with its white pats, which is confidered as the 
mod fupcriative piece of finery. All the bears which 
we had an opporninity of feeinjj, were ofa dun brown 
colour. They appear generally iri a company of four or 
five together; and frequently in the fcafon when the 
fifli quit the fea, and pufli, in great quantities, up the 
rivers. In the winter months they are fcldom vifiblc. 
Of their fkins, warm mattrede-s, and coverings for beds, 
are made; alfo comfortable bonnets, gloves, and har- 
nefs for the (ledges. The flefh, cfpecially the fat, is held 
in great edimation. The wolves appear only in w'in- 
ter, when they are faid to prow 1 about in large compa¬ 
nies. Rein-deer, both w’ild and tame, are found in many 
parts of the peninfula, but none in the neighbourhood 
of Awatfka. It is remarkable that thefe animals arc not 
ufed here, for the purpofes of carriage, as they are by 
their neighbours to the N. and E. Their place is in¬ 
deed fufficiently fupplicd by dogs; yet it appears fome- 
what extraordinary, that they (hould not have preferred 
an animal fo much more powerful and docile. The 
dogs rcfemble the Pomeranian breed, in mien and fi¬ 
gure; but they arc larger, and the hair is confidcrably 
coarlVr. The colour mod prevalent among them, is 
that of a light dun, or a pale dirty yellow. Thefe ani¬ 
mals are all turned loofc, about the latter end of May, 
and arc obliged to fiiift for themfelves till the enfuing 
winter; but they never fail to return to their refpedivc 
homes, when the fnow begins to make its appearance. 
In the winter, their food confifts wholly of the head, 
back-bones, and entrails of falmon, which are preferved 
and dried for that purpofe; and even with this food 
they arc very fcantily fupplicd. The dogs mull certainly 
be very numerous, no Icls than five being yoked toge¬ 
ther for a finglc (ledge, in which only one perfon is car¬ 
ried. In our journey to Bolcheretflc, wc had occalion 
for I 39 at two (lages. It is obfervable, that bitches are 
never employed in this budnofs, nor dogs that have 
been cadrated. The whelps are trained to the draft, 
by being tiillened to (lake.s with leathern thongs, which 
are elaflic; and having their food placed beyond their 
reach, by continually pulling to obtain it, they acquire 
: flrength and a habit of drawing; both of which are cf- 
, fencially neceffary for their dedined labour. We mud 
not omit, in our catalogue of animals, the wild moun¬ 
tain (beep, or argali, unknown in all parts of Europe, 
except thofe of Corfica and Sardinia. Its flein relem- 
blcs that of a deer's, but, in its gait and general appear¬ 
ance, it nearer approaches the goat. Its head is adorned 
with two large twided horns, which, when the aninial 
is full grown, weigh fometimes from 25 to 30 pounds, 
and arc reded on the creature’s back when it is run¬ 
ning. Thefe animals are remarkable fwife and adlive, 
frequent only the mod craggy and mountainous parts, 
and traverfe the deeped rocks with an adonifhing agi¬ 
lity. Spoon.s, cups, and platters, are fabricated by the 
natives of their horns; and they often have one ot the 
latter hanging to a belt; which ferves them to drink 
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out of, when on their hunting expeditions. This is a 
gregarious creature, extremely beautiful, and its fleih is 
fweet, and delicately flavoured. 

Of northern fea-fowl, almofl: every kind frequent the 
coaft and bays of Kamtfchatka, and among others the 
Tea eagles. The inland rivers are plentifully ftored 
with various fpecies of wild ducks; one of which, 
called by the natives a-an-gitche, has a mofl: beautiful 
plumage. Its cry is equally Angular and agreeable. 
Another fpecies is called the mountain duck. The 
plumage of the drake is remarkably beautiful. A va¬ 
riety of other water fowl were feen, which, from their 
magnitude, appeared to be of thegoofe kind. We ob- 
ferved in palAng through the woods, fome eagles of a 
prodigious Aze, but of w^hat fpecies w^c could nor poAi- 
bly determine. It is faid, there are three diiferent 
kinds. The ArA is the black eagle with a white head, 
tail, and legs: the eaglets of which are pcrfedlly white. 
The fecond is improperly called the white eagle, though, 
in reality, it is of a light grey. The third is the Aone 
coloured eagle, which is a very common fort. There 
are great numbers of the hawk, falcon, and buAard 
kind in this peoinfula. Woodcocks, fnipes, and groufe 
are alfo found here. Swans are very numerous, and ge¬ 
nerally make a part of the repaA at all public entertain¬ 
ments. The vaA abundance of wild fowl, in this coun¬ 
try, was fufficiently manifcA, from the many prefents w'c 
received, conAAing frequently of twenty brace at a time. 
We Aiw no amphibious animals on the coaA, except 
feals, and thefe w'cre extremely numerous about the 
bay of Awatfka. The fea-otters found here, and thofe 
we met with at Nootka found, are exadtly the fame; 
'and have already been particularly deferibed. They 
were formerly in great abundance here; but Ance the 
RuAlans have opened a trade with the Chinefc for their 
Acins, where they bear a price fuperior to any other 
kind of fur, the hunters have been induced to be fo in¬ 
defatigable in the purfuit of them, that very few re¬ 
main in the country. They are Aill found in the Kurile 
Iflands, though the number is inconAderable. 

Filh is the main article of fubAAence among the in¬ 
habitants of this peninfula, who cannot poffibly derive 
it either from agriculture or cattle. The foil, indeed, 
affords fome wholefome roots, and every part of the 
country produces great quantities of berries; but Afh 
alone may be called their Aatf of life, with more pro¬ 
priety than bread in any other country; for neither 
the inhabitants, nor their domeAic animals of the ca¬ 
nine fpecies, could poAibly exiA without it. Whales 
are common in this country, and when taken ferve for 
a variety of iifes. After cleaning their inteAines, dry¬ 
ing them, and blowing them like bladders, they depolit 
their oil and greafe therein. Excellent fnares are made 
of their nerves and veins; in Aiort, no part of the whale 
is ufelefs in this peninfula. We caught abundance of 
Ane flat Afli, trout, and herrings. At one haul on the 
15 th of May, we dragged out above 300 flat Afli, befidcs 
aconflderable quantity of fca-trout. The ArA herring 
feafon commences about the latter end of May. They 
viAt the coaA in large flioals, but continue no conAder- 
able time. Thefe AAi are excellent, as are alfo large 
quantitiesof exceeding Ane cod; and many of our empty 
cafks were Ailed with the former. But notwithAand- 1 
ing this abundance, it is on the falmon AAiery alone that j 
the inhabitants depend for their winter fuAenance. 
The AAiing feafon begins about the middleof May, and 
continues to the end of June. The ArA fhoals that enter 
the mouth of the Awatfka, is the largeA and moA ef- 
teemed. Three feet and a half is their ufual length; 
and they are more than proportionably deep; their 
average w^eight being from 30 to 40 pounds. We had 
one of the ArA that were taken, but not without being 
told, that it was the highcA compliment the Karntfcha- 
dales could polfibly confer upon us. It was formerly a 
cuAom among them to eat the ArA Afli they caught, in 
the mid A of great rejoicings, accompanied with many 
fuperAitious ceremonies. There is a fmaller fort of 
falmon, weighing from about 8 to 15 pounds, known 
by the name of the red Alh, which aAemble in the bays, 
awl at the moutlis of the rivers, early in the month of 
No. 78. 


June. From this time till towards the end of Septem¬ 
ber, VaA quantities of them are taken upon the caAcrn 
and w'eAern coaAs, where the fea receives any frcfli wa¬ 
ter, and alfo up the rivers, almoA to their very fource. 
All the lakes which communicate with the fea abound 
with filh, which have much the appearance of falmon, 
and w^eigh ufually about Avc or Ax pounds. The na¬ 
tives, wc underAand, do not think it worth their labour 
to catch them. Thefe lakes being generally lliallow, 
the Afli become an eafy prey to bears and dogs, in the 
fummer feafon; and from the quantitiesof bones ap¬ 
pearing upon the banks, vail numbers of them feem to 
have been devoured. I'he natives dry the principal 
part of their falmon, and fait but very little of it. They 
cut a AAi into three pieces. The belly-piece is ArA 
taken oA, and then a llice along each Ade of the back 
bone. The former, which is eAcerned the beA, is dried 
and Anoked: the other fliccs arc dried in the air, and 
are either eaten whole as a fubAitute for bread, or pul¬ 
verized for paAe and cakes. The head, tail and bones, 
are dried, and preferved for their dogs. 

l*he inhabitants of Kamtfchatka may be divided 
into three claircs; the Kamtfchadales; the RuflianS and 
Coifacks; and a mixture produced by their intermar¬ 
riages. The Kamtfchadales are a people of remote 
antiquity, and have inhabited this peninfula for many 
ages; and they doubtlefs defeended from the Manga- 
lians; though fome have imagined they fprang from the 
TonguAan lartars, and others from the Japanefc. 
The Ruffians, having made themfelves maAers of that 
vaA extent of coaA of the Frozen Sea, eAabIifiled poAs 
and colonies, and appointed commilfaries to explore 
and fubjedl the countries Aill farther to the E. They 
foon difeovered that the wandering Koriacs inhabited 
part of the coaA of the fea of Okotfk, and they found 
no difficulty in making them tributary. Thefe not be¬ 
ing at a great diAance from the Kamtfchadales, with 
j whom they had frequent intercourfe, a knowledge of 
Kamtfchatka muA naturally follow; and the honour of 
the ArA difeovery of this peninfula is attributed to 
Feodot Alexeieff, a merchant, in the year 1648; but a 
Coflack, named Volodimer AtlaflTolf is the unqueAion- 
able ArA acknowledged difeoverer of Kamtfchatka. 
He was fent in 1697, in the capacity of commilfary 
from jakutfle to the Anadirfk, with diredlions to call in 
the Koriacs to his alfiAancc, in order to difeover, and 
make tributary, the countries beyond theirs. With 
Axty Ruffian foldiers, and as manyCoAacks, he pcnc- 
trated, in the year 1699, heart of the peninfula, 

and gained the Tigil. In his progrefs he levied a tri¬ 
bute upon furs, and proceeded to the river Kamt- 
fehatka, on which he built an oArog, now called 
Verchnei; and leaving a garrifon of 16 CoflTacks, re¬ 
turned to Jakutfk, with vaA quantities of valuable tri¬ 
butary furs, in the year 1700. Since which time to the 
grand revolt of the Kamtfchadales in 1731, the hif- 
tory of this country prefents an unvaried detail of re¬ 
volts, maflacres, and murders, in every part of the pe- 
ninfula. Though a great many of the inhabitants were 
loA, in quelling the rebellion of 1731, yet the country 
had afterwards recovered itfelf, and was become as po¬ 
pulous as ever in 1767; at which period the fmall pox 
was, for the ArA time, introduced among them, by a 
foldicr from Okotlk. It broke out with fury, and, in its 
progrefs, was as dreadful as the plague; fecmingalmoA 
to threaten their entire extirpation. Twenty thoufand 
were fuppofed ro have died by this loathfomc diforder 
in Kamtfchatka, the Kurile iflands, and the Koreki 
country. The inhabitants of whole villages were fomc- 
times fweptaway; of which fufficient proof remains to 
this day. There are eight oArogs about the bay of 
Awatflca, which, we were informed, had been com¬ 
pletely inhabited, but now they are all become dcfolatc, 
except St. Peter and St. Paul; and only feven Kamt- 
fchadalcs, who are tributaries, rcfidc in that. At the 
oflrog of Paratounca only 36 native inhabitants remain, 
including men, women, and children; though it con¬ 
tained 360 before it was vifited by the fmall pox. We 
paAed no lefs than four extcnfive oArogs, in our jour¬ 
ney to Bolcheretik, which had not a Angle inhabitant 
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in cither of them. We were informed by M^jor Bchm, 
that thofe who at this time pay tribute, including the 
Kuriles, do not exceed 3,000. The amount of the 
military forces, in five forts, is about 400, including 
KulTians and Coifacks. Nearly the fame number are 
faid to be at Ingiga ; which, though in the N. of the 
peninfula, is under the command of Kamtfchatka. 
The RulFian traders and emigrants arc not very confi- 
dcrablc. 

The government, eflablillied in this country by the 
Ruflians, confidered as a military one, is remarkably 
mild and equitable. The natives are permitted to 
ele(ft their own magiftrates in their antient mode. One 
of thele, called a Toion, prefidcs over each oilrog, to 
\^hom all differences are referred. In fomc diftrids, 
the only tribute exadlcd is a fable’s fkin; and in the 
Kurile iflands, a fca otter’s; but as the latter is confi- 
derably more valuable, the tribute of fevcral perfons is 
paid with a Cngle fkin ; a tribute fo inconfiderable can 
hardly be confidered in any other light, than that of an 
acknowledgment of the Rullian dominion over them. 
But the Ruffians are not only to be commended for the 
mildnefs of their government; they are alfo entitled to 
approbation for their fuccefsful endeavours in convert¬ 
ing the natives to Chriflianity, there being now but 
very few idolaters remaining among them. If we form a 
judgment of the other miflionaries from the benevolent 
paffor of Paratounca, more fiiitablc perfons could not 
poffibly be engaged in this bufinefs. 

The exports of this country conlifl: entirely of furs; 
aiid this bufinefs is chiefly conduced by a company of 
merchants, appointed by the emprefs. Twelve was 
the number originally, but three have fince been added. 
Befides a charter or grant of privileges, they are dif- 
tinguifhed-by wearing a gold medal, expreffive of the 
Emprefs’s proicdlion of the fur trade. I here are other 
inferior dealers, chiefly Coffacks, in different parts of the 
country. At what time the principal merchants re¬ 
main here, they refide cither at Bolchcretfk, or the 
Nilhnei oftrog; the trade centering wholly in thofe 
two places. This bufinefs was formerly carried on in 
the way of barter, but every article is at prefent pur- 
chafed with ready money, no inconfiderable quantity of 
ipecic being circulated in that wretched country. The 
furs produce a high price; and the natives require few 
articles in return. Our failors brought a quantity of 
furs from the coaft of America, and were both pleafed 
and aftonilhed on receiving fuch a quantity ol filver 
for them from the merchants; but as they could not 
purchafe gin or tobacco, or any thing elfc that would 
afford them any degree of entertainment, the roubles 
were foon confidered as troublcfome companions, and 
they frequently diverted themfelves by kicking them 
about the deck. Our men received thirty roubles of a 
merchant, for a fca-otter’s fkin, and in the fame propor¬ 
tion for others; but the merchant underflanding they 
had great quantities to difpofe of, and perceiving they 
were unacquainted with trafliCi he afterwards procured 
them at a much cheaper rate. 

European articles are the principal that arc imported, 
but they are not folcly confined to Ruffian manufac¬ 
tures. They come from England, Holland, Siberia, 
Bucharia, the Calmucs, and China. They chiefly 
confift of coarfe woollen and linen cloths, llockings, 
bonnets, and gloves; thin Perfian filks, pieces of nan¬ 
keen, cottons, handkerchiefs, both of filk and cotton ; 
iron ftoves, brafs and copper pans, files, guns, powder 
and fhot; hatchets, knives, looking-glaffes, fugar, flour, 
boots, &c. Thefe commodities, we obferved, fold for 
three times the fum they might have been purchafed for 
in England. And, notwithftanding the merchants 
have fo extravagant a profit upon thefe imported goods, 
they receive ftiU a greater advantage from the faleot the 
furs at Kiachta, a confidei-able market for them on the 
frontiers of China. In Kamtfchatka, the befl: fca- 
-otter fkins ufually produce about thirty roubles a-.picce; 
at Kiachta, the Chinefc merchant gives more than dou¬ 
ble that price, and difpofesof them again at Pekin for a 
much greater fum; after which, an additional profit is 
made of many of them at Japan. If, then, the original 


value of a fkin at Kamtfchatka is thirty roubles, and ii is 
afterwards tranfported to Okotfk, thence by land 1364 
miles to Kiachta, thence 760 miles to Pekin, and after 
that to be tranfported to Japan, what a lucrative trade 
might bccftablilhcd between Kamtfchatka and Japan, 
which is not above three weeks fail from it, at the ut- 
mofl? It may be ncccflary to obferve, that the princi¬ 
pal and mofl valuable part of the fur trade, lies among 
the iflands between Kamtfchatka and America. Bcer- 
ing firfl: difeovered thefe in 1741, and as they were 
found to abound with fea-otters, the Ruffian merchants 
fought anxioufly for the other iflands feen by that na¬ 
vigator, S. E. of Kamtfchatka, named in Muller’s map 
the iflands of St. Abraham, Seduction, See. They fell 
in with no lefs than three groups of iflands, in thefe 
expeditions. The firfl, about 15 deg. E. of Kamt¬ 
fchatka; another, 12 deg. E. of the former; and the 
third, Oonalaflika, and the neighbouring iflands. Thefe 
mercantile adventurers alfo proceeded as far as Shu- 
magin’s Iflands, of which Kodiak is the largcft. But 
here they met with fo warm a reception, for attempting 
to compel the payment of a tribute, that they never 
ventured fo far again. 1 he three groups before-men¬ 
tioned, however, were made tributary. The whole fea 
between Kamtfchatka and Anperica is, according to the 
Rufliancharts, covered with iflands; for, as thofe who 
were engaged in thefe expeditions, frequently fell in 
with land, which they fuppofed did not tally with the 
fituation laid down by preceding adventurers, they im¬ 
mediately fuppofed it to be a new difeovery, and re¬ 
ported it accordingly on their return; and, as thefe vef- 
fels were ufually out three or four years, and fometimes 
longer, fuch miftakes could not immediately be rec¬ 
tified. It is pretty certain, however, that only thofe 
iflands which have been enumerated, have been difeo¬ 
vered in that fea by the Ruffians, S.of 60 deg. latitude. 
The fea otter fkins, which are certainly the mofl valu¬ 
able article in the fur trade, are principally drawn 
from thefe iflands; which being now under the Ruf¬ 
fian dominion, the merchants have fac^lors refiding in 
fcttlements there, for the foie purpofe of bartering with 
the natives. To extend this trade, an expedition was 
fitted out by the admiralty of Okotfk, to make difeo- 
veries to the N. and N. E. of the above-rnentioned 
iflands, and the command of it given to Lieutenant 
Synd. But, as this gentleman diredled his courfc too 
far N. he did not fuccced in the objea of his voyage; 
for, as we never found a fca-otter N. of Briftol bay, 
they, perhaps, avoid thofe latitudes where amphi¬ 
bious fea-animals are numerous. The Ruflians have 
not fince undertaken any expedition for making difeo- 
verics to the eaftward; but they will, probably, naake 
an advantageousufe of our difeovery of Cooks river. 
Notwithflanding the general intcrcourfe between the 
natives, the Ruffians, and Coffacks, the former are as 
much diftinguiflicd from the latter by their habits and 
difpofition, as by their features and general figure. 

As the perfons of the natives have already been dcfcrib- 
ed,we fliall only add, that, in their flature, they are below 
the common height, which Major Behm attributes to 
their marrying fo very early; both fences ufually engag¬ 
ing in the conjugal flate at 13 or 14 years of age. 
They arc exceedingly induftrious, and may be properly 
contra fled with the Ruflians and Coffacks, who fre¬ 
quently intermarry with them, apparently, for no other 
reafon, but that they may be fupported in lazii^fs and 
floth. 7o this inadivity may be attributed thofe fcor- 
butic complaints, which mofl of them arc dreadful y 
afflidcdwith; whilfl the natives, who cxcrcife in the 
open air, entirely efcape them. . ^ 

Their habitationsconfifl of three diftin6Iforts 
balagans,and log-houfes, which arc here called ilbas; 
they inhabit the firfl in the winter, and the f^o^ m 
thefummer; the third are introduced by the Ruflians, 
wherein only the wealthier people refide. The jourrs 
are thus conAruded. A kind of oblong fquare is dug 
about fix feet deep in the earth; the dimenfmns rnuu 
be proportioned to the numbers w ho arc to inhabit , 
for it IS ufual for feveral to live together in the lame 
jourt. Strong wooden pofls, or pillars, are faftene 
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the ground, at equal difiances from each other, on ' 
which the beams intended to fupport the roof arc ex¬ 
tended ; which is formed by joifts, one end of which 
reft upon the ground, and the other on the beams. 
Between the joifts, the intcrftices are filled up witli 
wicker work, and turf is fpread over the whole. The 
external appearance of ajourt, refembles a round fquat 
hillock. A hole, ferving for a chimney, window, and 
door, is left in the center, and the inhabitants go in and 
out by the afliftance of a long pole, having notches 
deep enough to afford a little lecurity for the toe. On 
the fide, and even with the ground, there is another en¬ 
trance, appropriated to the ufe of the women; but if a 
man paffes in or out of this door, he becomes as much 
anobjeeft of ridicule, as a failor who defeends through 
lubber’s hole. A jourt confifts of one apartment, 
forming an oblong fquarc. Broad platforms, made of 
boards, arc extended along the fides, at the height 01 
about fix inches from the ground; which ferve then\ 
for fitting on, and on w^hich they repofe; firft taking 
care to cover them with mats and Ikins. The fire¬ 
place is on one fide, and, on the other, their provifions 
and culinary utenfils are flowed. When they make cr 
tertainments, the compliment is confidercd in proper 
tion to the heat of thejourts; the hotter they are made, 
the more gracious is the reception of the guefts con¬ 
fidercd. We always found them fo extremely hot as 
to ^e intolerable. They generally retire to their jour ts 
about the middle of Odlober, and continue in them till 
the month of May is more than half expired. To ereeft 
abalagan, nine pofts are fixed into the earth, in three 
regular rows, at equal diftances from each other, to the 
height of about 12 or 13 feet from the furface. About 
TO feet from the ground, rafters are laid from poft to 
poft, and fecurely faftened by ftrong ropes. The joifts 
are laid upon thefe rafters, and a turf covering com¬ 
pletes the platform or floor of the balagan. A roof of 
a conical figure is raifed upon this, by means of long 
poles, which are faftened to the rafters at one end, and 
meet together in a point at the top. The whole is co¬ 
vered, or rather thatched, with a coarfe kind ofgrals. 
Thefe fummer habitations have two doors, placed di- 
redly oppofitc to each other, to w'hich they afeend by 
the fame kind of ladders that are ufed in the jourts. 

In the lower part, which is left entirely open, they dry 
their fifti, vegetables, and other articles intended for the 
confumption of the winter. Though fix families ufually 
live together in one jourt, a balagan is fcldom occupied 
by more than one at a time. The ifbas, or log-houfes, 
are thus ere(fl:ed: long timbers are piled horizontally, 
with the ends let into each other, and the feams are 
filled up or caulked with mofs. Like thofe of our 
common cottages, the roof is floping, and thatched 
either with grafs or rufhes. Each log-houfe has three 
apartments in the infide. One ei^d may be faid to be 
kind of entry, which extends the whole width and 
height of the houfc, and feems to be a kind of recep¬ 
tacle for their bulky articles, as fledges, harnefs, S:c, 
This has a communication with their beft apartment, 
which is in the middle, and is furniflicd with broad 
benches, calculated toth for eating and fleeping upon. 


A door leads from this into the kitchen, alrnofi half of 
which is taken up with an oven, or fire-place; which is 
let into the wall that feparates the middle apartment 
and the kitchen, and is fo conftrudtcd as to communi¬ 
cate the heat to both rooms at the fame time. There 
arc two lofts over the kitchen and middle apartment, 
to which the inhabitants afeend by a ladder placed in 
the entry for that purpofe. Each apartment has two 
finall windows made of talc, arid, among the inferior 
people, of fifh-lkin. The boards and beams of their 
habitations, are fmoothed only with a hatchet, for they 
are ftrangers to the plane; and the fmoke has rendered 
them of a deep Ihining black. 

In Kamtfchatka, an oftrog is called a to\^'n, arid edn- 
lifts of feveral houfes or habitations of the various kinds 
abo’. e-mentioned. Balagans areconfiderably the moft 
numerous; and it is remarkable that we never faw a 
houfe of any kind that was detached from an oftrog. 
rhere are, in St. Peter and St. Paul, feven log-houfes* 
nineteen balagans, and three jourts. Paratounca is 
nearly of the fame fize. Karatchin and Natcheekin 
'la’.e not fo many log-houfes as the former, but rather 
more balagans and jourts; w'hence it may be concluded 
ihar fuch is the moft general fize of an oftrog. 

The drefs of the Kaintfchadale wom^-n having al¬ 
ready been defcribcd, we ihall proceed to that of the 
men. The upper garment refembles that of a wag¬ 
goner’s frock. If for fummer wear, it is made of nan¬ 
keen; if intended for winter, it is made of a Ikin, 
(generally that of a deer or dog) having one fide tanned, 
and the hair preferved on the other, which is w'orn in- 
nermoft. A clofe jacket of nankeen, or fome other 
cotton fluff, is the next under this; and beneath that, 
a fliirt made of thin Perfian filk, of a red, blue, or yeU 
low colour. They wear alfo a pair of long breeches^ 
or tight trowfers, of leather, reaching below the calf 
of the leg. They have likewifea pair of boots, made 
of dog or deer fkin, with the hair innermoft. They 
have a fur cap, having two flaps that are ufually tied up 
clofe to the head, but are, permitted to fall round the 
Ihoulders in bad weather. The fur drefs, which was 
prefented by Major Bchm’s fon to Captain King, is 
one of thofe worn on ceremonious occafions by the 
Toions. It is fhaped like the exterior garment we have 
juft deferibed, and confifts of fmall triangular pieces 
of fur, chequered brown and white, and fo ingenioufly 
joined as to appear to be of the fame fkin. A border, 
of the breadth of fix inches, curioufly wrought with 
different coloured threads of leather, furrounds the 
bottom, and produces a rich efFe6l. A broad edging 
of the fca-otter’s fkin is fufpended to this. The fleeves 
are ornamented with the fame materials. An edging 
of it alfo encircles the neck, and furrounds the open¬ 
ing at the breaft. It is lined with a beautiful white 
. fkin- And the prefent was accompanied with a pair 
1 of gloves, a cap, and a pair of boots, executed with 
the utmofl neatnefs, and compofed of the fame ma¬ 
terials. The Ruffians who refide in Kamtfchatka, wear 
the European drefs; and the uniform worn by the troops 
here, is of a dark green turned up with red. 
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CHAP. XX. 

An account of the Kurile IjJands-^Plan of future opera iions-^-^oe Rifoluim and Difcoveiy.’on qniltui^ the B [V of'Aisjaifkce^ 
fail along the coafi—A violent Jiorm^Proceed for the Ijlhnd of Japan—Defeription of a Japadtfe hcffei—Ptofecution 
of the voyage to China, in which three iflands are difcarvered—Fruillefs fearcb for the Pafhee JJlahds—Pbe Grqnd La^ 
drofie TJland^Journals, and other papers relating to the hi/lory of the voyage, delivered up—^hejbips approach Macao— 
Captain King difpatched to vifit the Porluguefe Governor^fhey anchor in the ^ypa—Captain King, acemnpanied by his 
fecond Lieutenant and others, proceed to Canton ^liis reception at the Englip EaBory—SufptciQus character of the Cht^ 
nefe—Ohfervations relative to the city of Canton—Captain King viftts a Chinefe of the firji diJhnaion—His return to 
Macao—Great demand for the fea-ottersfkins, and its effeS on ourfeamen-^Plan of a voyage for opening a fir trade on 
the weftern coaji of North-America, and making further dfeorveries in the neighbourhood oj China and Japan—Nautical 
and other JlrUtures, 


T he people fituated to the N. and S. of Kamtf- 
chatka, being but imperfectly known, we fliall, 
before we proceed to the continuation of our 
voyage, give fuch information as we have been able to 
acquire refpefting the Kurile Iflands, the Korcki, and 
Tfehutfki. The Kuriles are a chain of iflands, extend¬ 
ing from the fouthern promontory of Kamtfchatka to 
Japan, in a S. W. diretftion. The inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood of Lopatka, who were called Kuriles, 
gave thefc iflands the fame name, as foon as they be¬ 
came acquainted with them. Spanberg makes their 
number amount to 22, excluflve of the very fmall ones. 
The northernmofl: ifland is called Shoomfka, and lies 
aborut three leagues diflant from the promontoiy of 
Lopatka, its inhabitants confiding of a mixture of na¬ 
tives and Kamtfchadales. The next, named Paramoufir, 
is confiderably larger than Shoomflea, and is inhabited 
by the real natives, whofe anceftors, they fay, came 
from an ifland called Onccutan, a little farther to the S. 
The Ruffians paid their firfl: vifit to thefe two iflands 
in T713, and added them to the domwiions of the Em- 
prefs. The others, as far as Oofnelhcer inclufive, are 
now made tributary, if we may rely upon the informa¬ 
tion of the worthy paftor of Pararounca, their miffion- 
ary; who pays them a vifit once in three years, and 
mentions the iflanders in the mofl refpedablc terms, 
extolling them for their hofpitality and humanity; and 
that they excel their Kamtfchadalc neighbours as much 
in the gracefulncfs of their perfons, as in their docility 
and underftanding. Though the ifland of Oofliefheer 
is the farthefl to the S. of any under the dominion of 
Ruffia, yet they are faid to trade to Ooroop, which is 
the 18th in order; and is the only one that has a good 
harbour for vcffels of burthen. Nadeegfda lies to the 
S. of this, and is faid to be inhabited by a race of men 
who are remarkably hairy, and who live in a flate of 
perfedl independence, like thofe of Ooroop. Nearly in 
the fame diredion lie a group of iflands called Jeefq, by 
the Japanefe; a name alio given by them to the chain of 
iflands between Kamtfchatka and Japan. That called 
Matmai, the fartheft to the S. belongs to the Japanefe, 
qnd has a garrifon and fortifications on the fide towards 
the continent. The iflanders of Kunachir, and Zellany, 
to the N. E. of Matmai, and three others, called the Three 
Sifters, ftill farther to the N. E are entirely independent. 
The inhabitants of Matmai barter with thofe of the 
iflands laft-mentioned,as well as with thofe of the Kuriles 
to the northward. Many of the inhabitants of thofe i flands 
that are under the dominion of Rullia, are now con¬ 
verted to Chriftianity. And perhaps the time is not far 
diftant, when an advantageous commerce will be car¬ 
ried on between Kamtfchatka and this extenlive chain 
of iflands, which may afterwards produce a communi¬ 
cation with Japan iifclf. The advantages that muft in¬ 
fallibly accrue to the Ruffians by eftablifhing a com¬ 
merce with the Japanefe arc fufiicicntly obvious. 

In the country of Korcki are tw'o diftincl nations, 
called the wandering and fixed Koriacs. Part of the 
ifthmus of Kamtfchatka is inhabited by the former, as 
well as all the coaft of the eaftern ocean, from thence 
to the Anadir. The nation of the wandering Koriacs, 
extends weftward towards the river Kovyma, and along 
the N. E. of the fea of Okotlk, as far as the river Pen- 
Ikirta. 'fhe refemblance between the fixed Koriacs, and 
the Eiuntfchadalcs, rsvery ftriking: both countries de¬ 


pend alike on fifliing for fubfiftcnce. Their cloathing 
and habitations are equally fimilar. The fixed Koriacs 
are under the diftrict of Ingiga, and arc tributary to 
Ruflia. The wandering Koriacs are employed wholly 
in breeding and pafturing deer, and are faid to have 
immenfe numbers in their pofTeffion; it beingcoinmOn 
for a Angle chief to have a herd of 5,000. Upon the 
flefh of thefc animals they fubfift, having an averlion to 
every kindof fifli.Thcy ercCtnoBalagans; theironly habi¬ 
tations beingfomew hat like the Kamtfchadalc jourts, ex¬ 
cept that, in winter, they arc covered with raw deer-ikins,, 
and, in fummer, w'ith fuch as have been tanned. Their 
fledges are drawn only by deer, and thofe that arc ufed 
in drawing them feed in the fame pafture with the 
others. When they are wanted, the herdfman makes 
life of a certain cry, which, being very familiar to them, 
they obey, and quit the herd immediately. The two 
nations of the Koriacs, and the Tfchutlki, make ufc of 
different dialedfs of the fame language; but it has not 
the fmalleft affinity to that of the Kamtfchadalc. The 
Tfchutfki are a courageous, well made, warlike race of 
people; and are formidable neighbours to the Koriacs 
of both nations, who often experience their depreda* 
tions. The country inhabitcci by the Tfchutfki, is 
bounded by the Anadir on the S. and extends to the 
Tfchutfkoi Nofs. Their attention, like that of the w'an- 
dering Koriacs, is confined chiefly to their deer, with 
which their country abounds. The Ruffians have long 
endeavoured to bring them under their dominion; but, 
though they have loft a great number of men in differ¬ 
ent expeditions, they have not yet been able to accom- 
plifh this purpofe. It is now time to return to the hif- 
tory of our voyage, and to make known the plan of our 
future operations. 

In the inftrudions for the regulation of the prefent 
voyage, the Lords of the Admiralty had intrufted the 
Commanding Officer of the expedition with a difcrc- 
tionary power, in cafe of not fuccceding in the difeo- 
very of a paflage from the Pacific Ocean into the At¬ 
lantic, to make choice, in his return to England, of 
whatever route he Ihould judge proper; the Commo¬ 
dore therefore defired, that the principal officers would 
deliver their fentiments, in writing, relative to the mode 
in which thefe inftrudions might moft effedlually be 
carried into execution. The refult of their opinions, 
which, to his great fatisfa( 5 lion, found unanimous, 
and perfedlly agreeing with his own, was, that the con¬ 
dition of the Ihips, their fails, cordage, &c. rendered it 
hazardous and unfafe to make any attempt, as the win¬ 
ter was now approaching, to navigate the fea between 
Afia and Japan, which would otherwife have opened to 
us the moft copious field for difeovery; that it was 
therefore moft prudent to ftcer to the caftward of that 
ifland, and in our way thither, to fail along the Kuriles, 
and examine particularly thofe iflands that are fituated 
neareft to the northern coaft of Japan, which are faid 
to be of confideiable extent, and not fubjed to the 
Ruffians or Japanefe. Should we have the good for¬ 
tune to meet with fome fccure and commodious har¬ 
bours in any of thefe iflands, we fuppofed they might 
prove of contiderablc importance, as convenient places 
of fhelter for fubfequent navigators, who might be em¬ 
ployed in exploring the feas, or as the means of pro¬ 
ducing a commercial intercourfe among the adjacent 
dominions of the two above-mentioned empires. Our 
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next objecfl was to take a furvey of the Japanefe Iflcs ; 

after which we defigned to make the coalf of China, as 
far to the N. as might be in our power, and then to 
proceed to Macao. This plan being adopted. Captain 
King received orders, in cafe the two fliips fliould fepa- 
rate, to repair, without delay, to Macao. 

On Saturday, the 9th of Odober, at fix o’clock, 
P. M. having cleared the entrance of the Bay of Awat- 
flea, we made fail to the S. E. At midnight we had a 
dead calm, which continued till noon of the following 
day. A breeze fpringing up from the W. about three 
o’clock, P. M. w^e fleered to the S. along the coafl:. A 
head-land now’ opened with Cape Gavareea, in the di- 
rec 5 lionof S. by W. fituated nearly 20 miles beyond it. On 
Monday, the iith, at noon, w'eobfervcd in lat. 52 deg. 
4min. long. 158 deg. 3 1 min. Cape Gavareea bearing 
N. by W. one quarter W. and the fouthern extremity 
S. W. half W. We were now at the dillance of 9 or 
10 miles from the ncarcfl part of the coall, and per¬ 
ceived the whole inland country covered with fnovv. 
A point of lafid towards the S. formed the northern fide 
of a deep bay, dillinguilhed by the name of Achachin- 
fkoi, to the fouthvvard of which, the land did not exhi¬ 
bit fuch a rugged and barren afpedl, as was obfervable 
in that part of the country w hich we had before palfed. 
On Tuefday, the 12th, at fix o’clock P. M. we dif- 
cerned, from the mafl-head. Cape Lopatka, which is 
the mofl fouthern extreme of Kamtfchatka. I'his, by 
accurate obfervations, we found to be in lat. 51 deg. and 
in the long, of 156 deg. 45 min. We perceived, to the 
N. W. of it, a very lofty mountain, whole fummit was 
loft in the clouds. At the fame inftant, the firft of the 
Kurile iflands, named Shoomfl^a, made its appearance, 
in the diredion of W. half S. On Wednelday, the 13th, 
at day-break, we deferied the fecond of the Kurile 
ifiands, named Paramoufir, by the Rufti.ans, extending 
from W. half S. to N. W. by W. This land was c.x- 
ceedingly high, and almoll covered with fnovv. The 
ifland is the largellof the Kuriles ; and its fouthern ex¬ 
tremity ftands, according to our computation, in lat. 

49 deg. 58 min. the northern extremity wc place in lat. 

50 deg. 46 min. long. 10 deg. W. of Cape Lopatka. 
During the two following days, the wind, blowing frefti 
from the W. obliged us to fteer to thefouthward, and con- 
fequently prevented us from feeing any more of the Ku¬ 
riles. On Saturday, the i6th, our lat. was 45 deg. 27 
min. our long, deduced from many lunar obfervations 
taken the three preceding days, was 155 deg. 30 min. 
and the variation 4 deg. 30 min. E. In this lituacion, 
we were almoft encompafled by the real or pretended 
difcoverics of prior navigators; not one of which we 
were fortunate enough to meet with in our courfe. The 
wind having veered in the afternoon to the northward, 
wc hauled round to the W. In the coiirfc of this day, 
w’e obferved fcvcral albatrofies, fulmars, and numerous 
flocks of gulls: wc alfo faw a number of fifii, called gram- 
pufles by our failors; but wc W’cre rather inclined to 
judge, from the appearance of thofc which palTcd clofe 
by our vefiels, that they were the kafatka, or fword-filli. 
Sunday, the lyth, wc obferved in lat. 45 deg. 7 min. 
long. 2 54 deg. On the I9ih, at two o’clock A. M. we 
hauled our w’ind, and ftooa to the foiithward till five, at 
which time a violent ftorm reduced us to our coiirfcs. 
Though from the unfavourable ftare of the weather, 
there was but little probability of our making the land, 
our attention was ftiilanxioufly directed to this objcdl; 
and on the appearance of day-light, wc ventured to fteer 
W. by S. Wc proceeded on the fame courfe till 10 
o’clock, when the w'ind fuddenly veered round to the 
S. W. attended with fair weather. Scarce had vve a- 
vailed ourfelves of this, by letting out our reefs, and fet- 
ling the top-fails, when it began to blow with fuch ve¬ 
hemence, that wc were under the ncccfiity of clofe rcef- 
ing again; and, about noon, the wind ftiifting more to 
the W. wc w’cre prevented fro.m continuing any longer 
on this tack: wc therefore put about, and ftood towards 
the S. We were now in lat. 44 deg. 12 min. long. 150 
deg. 40 min. fo that, after all our exertions, wc had the 
mortification of finding ourfelves, according to the 
Ruffian charts, upon the fame meridian with Nadccgf- 
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da, which they reprcfcfit as the moft fouthcriy of all the 
Kurile iflands. Though the violent and adverfe winds 
that wc had met with for fix days paft, had deprived us 
of an opportunity of getting in with thefe iflands, yet 
the courfe on which wc had been obliged to proceed, 
did not prove altogether deftitute of geographical ad« 
vantages: for the group of iflands, comprehending 
Zellany, Kunafhir, and the Three Sifters, vv hich, in the 
mapsot M. D’Anville, arc laid down in the track we 
had juft crofted, are, by this means, dcmonftrably re¬ 
moved from that pofition; and thus an additional proof 
is obtained of their being fituated to the W. where Cap¬ 
tain Spanberg has placed them, between the longitudes 
of 142 and 147 deg. But this fpacc being occupied, in 
the French chans, by Staten Ifland, and part of the 
fuppofed land of jefo, the opinion of Muller becomes 
highly probable, that they arc all the fiimc lands • 
and, as vve have no rcafon to call in qiicftion the accu¬ 
racy of Spanberg, wc have, in our general chart, rein- 
ftated Kunalhir, Zellany, and the Three Siflers, in their 
proper lituarion, and have totally omitted the reft. 
When we confidcr the manner in which the Ruffians 
have multiplied the iflands of the northern Archipe¬ 
lago, not only from the want of accuracy in afeertain- 
ing their real pofition, but like wife from the defire, na-^ 
tural to mankind, of propagating new difcoverics, wc 
fhall not be furprized, that tne fame caufes fhould pro¬ 
duce fimilar cficdcs. It is thus that the lands of Jefo, 
which appear, as well from the carlieft traditions among 
the Ruffians, as from the accounts of the Japanefe, to 
be no other than the Kurile Iflands, have been imagined 
to be diftindl from the latter. De Gama’s land is next 
on record ; and this was origimilly reprefented as being 
nearly the fame in fituation with thofe wc have juft 
mentioned; but it was afterwards removed, in order to 
make room for Staten’s Ifland, and the Company’s land; 
and as Jefo, and the moft foutherly of the Kuriles, had 
Ukewife poffeffion of this fpacc, that nothing might 
be loft, the former had a place provided for it weft- 
ward, and the latter towaixis the E. As, according to 
the Ruffian charts, the iflcs of Kunafliir and Zellany, 
were ftill to the S. we entertained fome hopes of being 
able to make them, and, with this view, kept the head 
of the Refolution towards the W. as much as the wind 
would permit. On Wednefday, the 20th, at noon, we 
obferved in lat. 43 deg. 47 min. long. 150 deg. 30 min. 
We were then Handing to the W. by S. with a gentle 
breeze from the S. E. but about three o’clock P. M. the 
wind, flfifeing to the N. W. point, began to blow with 
fuch violence, that we were brought under our mizen 
ftay-fail, and fore-fail. For the following 24 hours we 
had heavy rain, and vehement fqualls; and as the wind 
continued to blow from the N. W. our attempts to make 
the land were rendered abortive ; and we were at length 
obliged to rclinquifh all further thoughts of difcovery 
to the northward of Japan. To this dilappointmenc 
we fubmitted with the greater relucftance, as our ciirio- 
fity had been ccnfidcrably excited by the accounts that 
arc given of the natives of thefe iflands. On the 21ft, 
in the afternoon, an accident befcl our fliip, the Refo¬ 
lution ; for the leach-rope of her fore-top-fail gave 
w'ay, and fplit the fail. This having frequently hap¬ 
pened during the life of Captain Cook, he had, on fuch 
occafions, ordered the foot and Icach-ropcs of the top- 
fails to be taken our, and larger ones to be fixed in their 
room ; and thefe likewife proving incapable of fupporr- 
ing the ftrain that was on them, gave him good reafon 
to obferve to us, that the juft proportion of ftrength be¬ 
tween the fail and thofe ropes, is extremely mifcalculated 
in our fervice. On the 22d, in the morning, we let out 
the reefs of our top-fails, and carried more fail. At 
noon, we found ourfelves to be in lat. 40 deg. 58 min. 
long. 148 deg. 17 min. variation of the needle 3 deg. E, 
This day fome birds afforded us clear indications that 
w’c were not at any confidcrable diftance from land : 
with this hope we ftecred to the W. N. W. in which 
direiftion w'ere fituated, at the diftance of about 50 
leagues, the fouthernmoft iflands, feen by Captain 
Spanberg, and laid co be inhabited by hairy men. At 
eight o'clock, the following morning, 3 frefli breeze 
7 ^ Springing 
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fpringingup,with which wecontinucd our courfctill the 
evening, when we had violent fqually gales, accompa¬ 
nied with rain; and as we had, in the courfe of this 
day, pafled Tome patches of green grafs, and obferved 
a number of fmall land birds, a fhag, and many flocks 
of gulls, we did not think it confiflent with prudence, 
having all thefe figns of the vicinity of land, to ftand 
on for the whole night: about midnight therefore w e 
tacked, and for the fpaceof a few hours fleered S. E. 

Sunday, the 24th, we again bore away to the W. N. 
W. and carried a prefs of fail till feven o'clock, P. M. 
when the wind veered round to the N. and blew a Irclh 
gale. At this time our lar. was 40 deg. 57 min. long. 
145 20 min. This fecond difappointmcnt in our 

attempts to get to the N. W. the tempefluous weather 
with which we had been harrafled, and the fmall pro¬ 
bability, at this feafon of the year, of its becoming 
more favourable to our dcligns, were the motives that 
now induced Captain Gore to abandon finally all fur¬ 
ther fearch for the iflands fituatc to the northward of 
Japan, and todire( 5 l our courfe to the W. S. W. for the 
northern part of that ifland. On the 25th, at noon, 
we w'crc in lar. 40 deg. 18 min. and in long. 144 deg. 
Flights of wild ducks were this day obferved by us; a 
pigeon lighted upon our rigging; and many fmall 
birds, rcfembling linnets, flew about the fliips, with a 
degree of vigour, that gave us reafon to imagine they 
had not been long on the wing. We alfo pafled a 
piece cither of bamboo or fugar-cane, and feveral 
patches of long grafs. Thefe indications of our being 
at no great dillancc from land, determined us to try for 
foundings ; but we could not reach the bottom with 90 
iathoms of line. On the approach of evening, the 
wind gradually veered round to the S. with which we 
continued our courfe to the W. S. W. On Tuefday, 
the 26ih, at day-break, we had the fatisfadlion of per¬ 
ceiving high-land cowards the W. which proved to be 
Japan. At eight o’clock, it was at the diflance of ten 
or twelve miles, and extended from S. by W. to N. W. 
A low flat cape, which apparently conflituted the 
fouthern part of the entrance of a bay, bore N. \y. 
three quarters W. Near the S. extremity, a hill oi a 
conic figure appeared, bearing S. by W. three quarters 
W. To theN. of this hill, there feemed to be an in¬ 
let of very confidcrable depth, the northern fide of 
whofe entrance is formed by a low point of land; and, 
as well as we were enabled to judge by the afliflance of 
our glafll's, has a fmall ifland near it towards the S. 
Having Hood on till nine o'clock, we had, by that time, 
approached w ithin five or fix miles of the land, which 
bore W. three quarters S. We now tacked, and flood 
off; but as the wind failed us, we had proceeded, at 
noon, to no greater diflance than 3 leagues from the 
fliore. This part of the coaft extended from N. W. 
by N. toS. half E. and was principally bold and cliffy. 
The low cape above-mentioned, was about fix leagues 
diflant, bearing N. W. by W. and the northern point of 
the inlet w as in the dircdlion of S. three quarters W. 
Our lat. by obfervation, was 40 deg. 5 min. and our 
long. 142 deg. 28 min. The moft northerly land in 
view', was fuppofed by us to be the northern extreme of 
Japan. It is fomewhat low'cr than the other parts; and 
from the range of the elevated lands that were difeerned 
over it from the mafl-head,the coaft manifeftly appeared 
to trend to the w'cflward. The northern point of the 
inlet was imagined by us to be Cape Nambu; and we 
conjeflured, that the town, which Janfen calls Nabo, 
fto^ in a break of the high land, towards which the 
inlet apparently direded itfelf. The neighbouring 
country is of a moderate elevation, and has a double 
range of mountains. It is well furniftied with wood, 
and exhibits a variety of pleafing hills and dales. We 
perceived the fmoke arifing from feveral villages or 
towns, and faw many houfes in delightful and culti¬ 
vated fituations, at a fmall diflance from the fliore. 
While the calm continued, that we might lofe no 
lime, we put our fifliing lines overboard, in ten fa¬ 
thoms w'ater, but had no fuccefs. This being the only 
diverfion which our prefent circumflances would permit 
lis to enjoy, wc very fcnfibly felt our difappoiotment; 


and looked back with regret to the cod-banks of the 
difmal regions we had lately quitted, which had furniflied 
us with lb many falutary meals, and by the amufement 
ihey had afforded, given a variety to the tedious recur¬ 
rence of aftronomical obfervations, and the wcarifomc 
fucceflion of calms and gales. At two o'clock, P. M. 
the wind blew frefli from the S. and, by four, had re¬ 
duced us to clofe reefed top-fails, and obliged us to 
fland oflf to the fouth-caftward; in confcquence of 
w hich courfe, and the gloominefs of the weather, wc 
foon loft fight of land. Wc kept on during the whole 
night, and till eight o’clock the following morning, 
w'hcn the wind fliifting to the N. and becoming mo¬ 
derate, we made fail, and fleered a W. S. W. courfe, 
towards the land, which, however, we did not make 
before three in the afternoon; at which time it was feen 
ro extend from N. W. half W. to W. The moft nor¬ 
therly extremity was a continuation of the elevated 
land, the fouthernmofl w'e had obferved the preceding 
day. .Thcland to the w’cflward, we conjeblured to be 
the High Table Hill of Janfen. The coaft, betw'cen 
the two extremes, was low, and could fcarccly be per¬ 
ceived, except from the maft-hcad. We proceeded 
towards the coall till eight in the evening, when our 
diflance from it w'as about 5 leagues, and having (hor- 
tened fail for the night, we fleered in a foutherly di- 
redion, founding every four hours; but our depth of 
w-atcr was fo great, that we did not find ground with 
160 fathoms of line. 

On Thurfday, the 28th, at fix o’clock A.M. wc again 
faw land, 12 leagues to the fouthw'ard of that we had 
feen the day before, and extended from W. by N. to 
W. S. W. At ten o’clock we faw more land in the 
fame diredion. At noon, the northern extremity of 
the land in view bore N. W. by N. and a peaked hill, 
over a ftcep head-land, was 15 or 16 miles diflant, 
bearing W. by N. By obfemtion, our lat. was 38 deg. 
j 6 min. and our long. 142 deg. 9 min. During the 
remainder of the day, wc continued our courfe to the 
S. W. and, at midnight, found our depth of water to 
be 70 fathoms, over a bottom of fine brown fand. Wc 
therefore hauled up towards the E. till the next morn¬ 
ing, w hen w'c again had fight of land, eleven leagues to 
the S. of that W'C had feen the preceding day. The 
ground w'as low towards the fca, but gradually fwdled 
into hills of a moderate elevation. At nine o’clock, 
the Iky being ovcrcafl, and the wind veering to the S. 
wc tacked-and flood off to the E. Not long after, we 
obferved a vcffcl, clofc in with the land, Handing to the 
N. along the fliore; and we alfo faw another in the 
offing, coming down on us before the wind, Objedfs 
belonging to a country fo celebrated, and yet fo imper- 
fedlly known, excited a general eagernefs of curioffty; 
in confcquence of which, every perfon on board came 
inflantancoufly upon deck to gaze at them. As the 
veflTcl to windward approached us, flic hauled off to a 
greater diflance from the fliore; upon which being ap- 
prehenfive of alarming thofe who w'cre on board of her 
by the appearance of a purfuit,w'e brought to, and flic 
failed a-head of us- Wc might have fpoken to them; 
but Captain Gore perceiving, by their manoeuvres, that 
they were highly terrified, w'as unwilling to increafe 
their apprehenfions; and, imagining that we fliould 
have many better opportunities of a communication 
with the Japanefc, fuft'ered them to retire without in¬ 
terruption. According ro the moft probable conjedtures 
w’e were enabled to form, the veflcl was of the Durthen 
of 40 tons; and there feemed to be fix men on board 
her. She had only one maft, whereon was hoi fled a 
quadrangular fail, extended aloft by a yard, the braces 
of which worked forwartls. Three pieces of black 
cloth came half w'ay down the fail, at an equal diflance 
from each other. The veflel was lower in the middle 
than at each end; and from her figure we fuppofed, 
that flic could not fail otherwife than large. At noon, 
the wind blew frefli, accompanied w ith much rain. By 
three o’clock it had increafed in fo great a degree, that 
wc w’erc reduced to our courfes. I'hc fea, at the fame 
time, ran as high as any of our people ever remernber 
to have feen it. .About eight o’clock, in the evening. 
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the gale, without the fmallcft diminution of violence, 

fhifred to the W. and by producing a fudden fwell, in 
a diredion contrary to that which had before prevailed, 
caufed our rtiips lo labour and drain exceedingly. 
During the dorm, we had feveral of our fails fplit. 
They had, indeed, been bent for fo long a time, and 
were worn fo thin, that this accident had happened 
lately in both vedels almod daily; particularly when 
the fails w^cre did, and heavy with rain, in which cafe 
they became lefs capable of bearing the diocks of the 
boiderous and variable winds we experienced occafion- 
ally. On Saturday, the 30th at noon, we obfervcd in 
lat. 36 deg. 41 min. long. 142 deg. 6 min. In the af¬ 
ternoon, the wind diifting to the N. E. we dood to the 
S. at the didance of 18 leagues from the Ihore. On 
the 3id, at two o'clock A. M. the wind veered round to 
the W. and blew in violent fqualls, accompanied with 
lightning and rain. 

Monday, November the id, the w'ind diifted to the 
S. E. and was attended with fair weather; in confe- 
quence of w^hich, we obtained, with four did'erent 
quadrants, 42 fets of didances of the moon, from the 
fun and dars, each fet comprehending fix obfervations. 
Thefe nearly coinciding with each other, we deter¬ 
mined, at noon, by obfervation, our lat. to be 35 deg. 
17 min. and our long, with great accuracy, to be 141 
deg. 32 min. At two o’clock, we again made land 
towards the W. didant i 3 leagues. A hummock to 
the northward, which had an infular appearance bore 
N. N. W. half W. We deered for the land till bc- 
tw’cen five and fix, when we hauled our wind to the S. 
At this time wedeferied to the wedward a mountain of 
extraordinary height, wnth a round fummit, rifing far in¬ 
land. In its neighbourhood the coad is of a moderate 
elevation; but, to the S. of the hummock ifland, there 
appeared at a confiderable didance up the country, a 
ridge of hills, extending towards the mountain, and 
which might perhaps join it. As the weather, in the 
morning of the 2nd, had a very threatening appear¬ 
ance, and the wind was at S. S. E. we thought it ad- 
vifeable TO quit the neighbourhood of the diorc, and 
dand off towards the E. that the diips might not be 
entangled with the land. We w^re not deceived in 
our prognodi cat ions ; for not long afterwards, a heavy 
gale began to blow, which continued till the next day, 
and was attended with rainy and hazy weather. On 
Wednefday the 3d, in the morning, we found ourfclves 
by our reckoning, upwards of 50 leagues from the coad; 
which circumdance, united to the confideration of the 
very uncommon ededl of currents we had already ex¬ 
perienced, the advanced period of the year, the vari¬ 
able and uncertain date of the weather, and the fmall 
profpedl we had of any alteration for the better, in¬ 
duced Captain Gore to form the refolution of leaving 
Japan, and profecuting our voyage to China: to which 
fadls may be added; that the coad of Japan, accord¬ 
ing to K?empfer’s defeription of it, is the mod danger¬ 
ous in all the known world ; that it w’ould have been 
exceedingly hazardous, in cafe of didrefs, to have run 
into any of the harbours of that country; where, if 
we may credit the mod authentic writers, the averfionof 
the natives to a communication with drangers, has 
prompted them to the commiflion of the mod flagrant 
adls of barbarity; that our vefiels were in a leaky con¬ 
dition; that the rigging was fo rotten as to require con¬ 
tinual repairs; and that the fails w'ere almod entirely 
worn our, and incapable of withdanding the vehemence 
of a gale of wind. As the violent currents, which fet 
along the eadern coad of Japan, may perhaps be at¬ 
tended with dangerous confcquences to thofc naviga¬ 
tors, w'hoare not acquainted with their extreme rapidity, 
W'e will here fubjoin afummary account of their direc¬ 
tion and force, as remarked by us from the i d to the 
8th of November. On the id, at the time when we were 
about 18 leagues to the E. of White Point, the cur¬ 
rent fet at the rate of 3 miles in an hour, to the N. E. and 
by N. On the 2nd, as we made a nearer approach to the 
Ihorc, we obferved, that it continued in a fimilar direc¬ 
tion, but w^as augmented in its rapidity to 5 miles an hour. 
As we receded from the coad, it again became more 
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moderate, and inclined towards theE. On the 3d, at 
the didance of 60 leagues from the (bore, it fet, at 
the rate of 3 miles an hour, to the E. N. E On the 
two following days, it turned to the fouthward, and, at 
120 leagues from the coad, its direction was S. E. and 
its rate did not exceed one mile and a half an hour. 
It again, on the 6th, and 7th, diifccd to the N. E. and 
its force diminiflied gradually till the 8th,at which time 
we could not perceive any current. 

During the 4th and 5th of November, we proceeded 
to the fouth-eadward, with very unfettled weather, 
having much lightening and rain. On Saturday, the 
6th, vve changed our courfe to the S. S. W. but about 
eight o’clock, in the evening, w’e were obliged to dand 
towards the S. E. On the 9th at noon, we obfervcd in 
lat. 31 deg. 46 min. long. 146 deg, 20 min. Friday, 
the 12th, a mod violent gale arofe, which reduced us to 
the mizen-day-fail and fore-fail. At noon, we were in 
lat. 27 deg. 36 min. and in long. 144 deg. 25 min. On 
the 13th, we were nearly in the fame fituation attri¬ 
buted to the ifland of St. Juan, yet wefaw not the lead 
appearance of land. At fix o’clock, P. M. we deered 
to W. S. W. Captain Gore thinking it ufelefs to dand 
any longer to the S. S. W. as we were nearly in thcfiimc 
meridian with the Ladrones, or Marianne I (lands, and 
at no very confiderable didance from the track of the 
Manilla galleons. On Monday, the 15th, wefaw three 
iOands, and bore away for the S. point of the larged, 
upon which we obfervcd a high barren hill, flattilh at 
the top, and w'heii feen from the W. S. W. prefents an 
evident volcanic crater. The earth, rock, or fand, for 
it was not eafy to didinguifli of wfoich its furface is 
compofed, exhibited various colours, and a confiderable 
part we conjectured to be fulphur, both from its ap¬ 
pearance to the eye, and the drong fulphureous fmcll 
perceived by us in our approach to the point. The 
Refolution having paded nearer the land, feveral of our 
officers thought they difeerned dcams proceeding from 
the top of the hill. Thefe circumdances induced the 
Commodore to bedow on this difeovery, the name of 
Sulphur Ifland. On Friday, the 26th, at fix o’clock 
A. M. the w'ind havingconfiderablyabated, we fet our 
top-fails, let out the reefs, and bore away to the wed- 
ward. At noon, we obfervcd in lat. 21 deg. 12 min. 
long. 120 deg. 25 min. In the courfe of this day, we 
faw many tropic birds,and a flock of ducks; alfo por- 
poifes and dolphins; and continued to pafs many pu¬ 
mice dones. We fpent the night on our tacks; and 
on the 27th, at fix o’clock A. M. we again made fail to 
the W. in fearch of the Badiee Ifles. On the 28th, at 
four o’clock, A. M. we had fight of the ifland of Prata. 
At noon, our lat. w'as 20 deg. 39 min. long. 116 deg. 
45 min. The extent of the Prata fhoal is confider¬ 
able; for it is about 6 leagues from N. to S. and extend.s 
4 leagues to the E. of the ifland: its limits to the 
wedward, w^e had not an opportunity of afeertaining. 
We carried a prefs of fail during the remainder of 
the day, and kept the wind, which now blew from 
the N. E. by N. in order to fecure our pafTage to 
Macao. 

On Monday, the 29th, in the morning, we pafTcd 
fomc Chinefe fifhing-boats, the crew's of which eyed us 
with marks of great indifference. At noon, our lat. by 
obfervation, w'as 22 deg. i min. and, fince the preceding 
noon, we had run 110 miles upon a N. W. courfe. On 
the 30th, in the morning, we ran along the Lema Ifles, 
which, like the other iflands fituated on this coad, are 
deditute of w^ood, and, as far as we had an opportunity 
of obferving, devoid of cultivation. We now fired a 
gun, and difplayed our colours, as a fignal for a pilot- 
Onthe repetition of the fignal, there was an excellent 
race between four Chinefe boats; and Captain Gore 
engaged with the perfon who arrived fird, to conduct 
the (hip to the Typa, for the fum of 30 dollars, fending 
word, at the fame time to Captain King, that as he 
could eafily follow with the Difeovery, that expence 
might be faved to him. In a diort tijme afterwards a 
fecond pilot got on board, and immediately laying hold 
of the wheel, began to order the fails to be trimmed. 
This ga\^ rife to a violent altercation, which w'as at 
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length compromifcd, by agreeing to divide the money 
between them. In obedience to the inftrudUons from 
the Lords of the Admiralty, it now became neccllary to 
demand of the officers and men, belonging to both 
fhips, their journals, and what other papers they might 
have in their pofTeHion, relative to the hiflory of the 
voyage. At the fame time Captain King gave the Dif- 
covery’s people to underftand, that whatever papers 
they wiflied fliould not be fent to the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty, he would feal up in their prcfcnce, and preferve 
in his cuftody till the intentions of their Lordfhips, re- 
fpeding the publication of the hiftory of the voyage, 
were accompliflied, after which, he faid they fliould be 
faithfully reftored to them. The Captain obferves upon 
this occafion, that it is but doingjullice to his company 
to declare, that, as to the crew, they were the beft dif- 
pofed, and the moft obedient men he ever knew, though 
the greateft part of them w'ere very young, and had ne¬ 
ver ferved before in a fliip of war. The fame propo- 
fals were made to the people of the Refolution, and in- 
flantly complied with. 

We continued working to windward, by the diredion 
of our pilot, till about fix o’clock P. M. when we let go 
our anchors, he being of opinion, that the tide was now 
fitting againft us. During the afternoon, we ftood on our 
tacks, between the Grand Ladrone and the ifland of 
Potoc, having pafTed to the caft of the latter. At nine 
o’clock wc again caft anchor in fix fathoms w'ater ; the 
town of Macao being at thediftanceof 9 or 10 miles, in 
a N. W. diredion; and the ifland of rotoe bearing S. 
half W. feven miles diftant. 

On the 2d of December, in the morning, one of the 
Chinefe contradors, called Compradors, came on board, 
and fold us as much beef as weighed 200 weight, toge¬ 
ther with a conliderablc quantity of greens, oranges, 
and eggs. In the evening Captain Gore fent Mr. King 
on ftiore to vifit the Portuguefc Governor, and to re- 
queft his afTiftancc in procuring refrefhmcnts, which he 
thought might be done on more reafonable terms than 
the Comprador would undertake to furniih them; with 
whom we had agreed for a daily fupply; for which, 
however, he infifted on our paying him before-hand. 
Upon Mr, King’s arrival at the citadel, the Fort-Major 
informed him that the governor was lick, and not able 
to fee company. Having acquainted the Major with his 
delire of proceeding immediately to Canton, the for¬ 
mer told him, that they could not prefumc to provide 
a boat, till permillion had been obtained from the 
Hoppo, or olficer of the cuftoms ; and that it was ne- 
celTary to apply, for this purpofe, to the Chinefe govern¬ 
ment at Canton. When the Captain was returning, the 
Portuguefe olTicer alkcd him, if he did not mean to 
vilit the Englilh gentlemen at Macao? This queftion 
gave him incxprcfliblc plcafurc. I le proceeded imme¬ 
diately to the houfc of one of his countrymen; from 
whom he received information of the French war, and 
of the continuance ©f the American war; and that five 
fail of Englilh fliips were now at Wampu, near Canton, 
in China. The intelligence we had gained concerning 
the ftate of affairs in Europe, rendered us the more 
anxious to accelerate our departure as much as we pof- 
libly could. The firft thing that claimed the attention 
of the Commodore, was to provide as w ell as he could 
for the general fafety of the people under his command, 
on their return home. The news of a French war, with¬ 
out letting us know the order ilfued by the King of 
France in our favour, gave us much concern. Our 
fhips were ill fitted for war: the decks, fore and aft, 
being finifhed flufti, had no covering for men or offi¬ 
cers ; it was therefore thought nccelfary to raife a kind 
of parapet, mulquet-proof, on both decks; and likewife 
to ftrengthen the cabins as much as polTiblc in cafe of 
a(ft:ion. On Thurfday, the 9th, wc received an anfwer 
from the Englifli fupcrcargoes at Canton, in which 
they promifed to exert their moft ftrenuous endeavours 
in procuring the fupplies of which w'C were in want, 
with all pofTible difpatch; and that a palTport fliould 
be fent for one of our officers. Friday, the lOth, an 
Englilh merchant, from one of our Eaft-Indian fcttle- 
incnts, made application to Captain Gore for the alfift- 
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ance of a few of his people, to navigate as far as Can¬ 
ton a velTel which he had purchafed at Macao. l‘he 
Commodore conlidcring this as a good opportunity for 
Captain King to repair to that city, gave orders, that he 
fliould take with him his fccond lieutenant, the lieute¬ 
nant of the marines, and lofailors. Accordingly, they 
quitted the harbour of Macao, on Saturday, the nth; 
and as they approached the Bocca Tygris, which is near 
40 miles diftant from Macao, the coaft of China ap¬ 
peared to the caftvvard in white ftcep clifls. Their pro- 
grefs being retarded by contrary winds, and the lightnefs 
of the vclfel, they did not arrive at Wampu, which is only 
nine leagues from the Bocca Tygris, till Saturday, the 
18th. Wampu is a fmall town, off which the Ihips of 
various nations, who trade with the Chinefe, arc Ita- 
tioned, in order to receive their refpedfive ladings. At 
W’ampu, Captain King embarked in a Sampanc, or 
Chinefe boat, the moft convenient for paflengers that 
we ever faw; and in the evening we reached Canton, 
and difembarkcd at the Englilh Fadory, where the Cap¬ 
tain was received with every mark of civility and re- 
fped. Meflrs. Fitzhugh, Be van, and Rapier, compo- 
Icd, at this time, the Seled Committee; and the tor- 
mer of thefe gentlemen acted as prelident. They im¬ 
mediately gave the Captain an inventory of thofe ftorcs 
with w hich the Eaft-lndia Ihips were able to fupply 
us, and he had the plcafurc to find, that they were ready 
to be (hipped, and that the provifions wc might have 
occafion lor might be had at a day's notice. Being de- 
lirous of making our flay here as Ihort as poflible, the 
Captain rcqueltcd, that the gentlemen would endea¬ 
vour to procurejunks for us the next day; but we were 
foon convinced by them, that patience is an indifpen- 
fable virtue in China. After the Captain had waited 
feveral days for the iflue of his negociation with the 
Chinefe, and was confidering what Iteps he fliould take, 
the commander of a country fhip prefented him with 
a letter from Captain Gore, whereby he was informed 
of that Commander being engaged to bring our party 
from Canton, and to deliver our fupplies, at his own 
hazard, in the Typa. All difficulties being thus re¬ 
moved, Captain King had Icifure to beftow' tome atten¬ 
tion on thepurchafeof our ftorcs and provifions, which 
he completed on Sunday, the 26th, and, on the follow¬ 
ing day, the whole ftock was conveyed on board. As 
Canton was likely to be the moft advantageous market 
for furs, the Commodore had delired Captain King to 
take with him about 20 fkins of lea-otters; molt of 
which had been the property of our dccealed Com¬ 
manders; and to difpofc of them at the beft price he 
could obtain. The Englilh fupcrcargoes being informed 
of thefe circumftanccs, they directed him to a member 
of the Hong (a fociety of the principal merchants of the 
city) who being fully apprifed of the nature of the 
bulinefs, feemed to be lenlible of the delicacy of the 
Captain’s fituation, and therefore aflured him, that, in 
an affair of this kind, he fliould conlidcr himfclf as 
a mere agent, without feeking any profit for himfelf. 
The Ikins being laid before this merchant, he examined 
them over and over again with particular attention; 
and at laft informed Captain King, that he could not 
think of offering more than 300 dollars for them. As 
the Captain knew he had not ottered one half of their 
value, he, therefore, in his turn, demanded 1000 dollars; 
the Chinefe merchant then advanced to live, and, at 
length to 700 dollars; upon which the Captain lowered 
his demands to 900. Here, each ot them declaring that 
he would not recede, they parted; but the Chinefefpec- 
dily returned, and propofed finally, that they fliould di¬ 
vide the ditterence, which the Captain agreed to, and 
received 800 dollars. The fubfequent remarks, rela¬ 
tive to Canton, were colleifted by Captain King, from 
the intelligence which he received from fevcml Englifli 
gentlemen, wh© had refided a long time near that 
city. 

Canton, containing the old and new town, with the 
fuburbs, is about 10 miles in circumference. I'he num¬ 
ber of its inhabitants, as near as can be computed, may 
be from 100 to i£0,ooo. Exclulivc of whom there aru 
40,000 who refidc conftantly in Borges, called Sampa- 

















f:S«Ercit.rrftryyiU\ 

- : C A C A 

^ (L-M.nf.f/., > ’. . - 

TTpa J Lou.uC/<V.^^. -j - 

' * (Ysa^ O.y//.//' 

Jt mif hi^i^^•wafn• on /Aofall nntf <'hange /V'//>/• Jfoon 

' w/vfsSf'. wAIacao llai'bour) - 


J&rlxnu' 


J\f«OAO 


Road 


.Stlionl Toint 


ttofereiicea . 

r AlxM fiv rn/o Harbour //>f*Bockv 

Faint B open Ibint C X* Foiul l>. 

^<£i^oa^t aUv tfi^ 'J*,vp!i k^tyt/u son/Zt ^‘kor 
on OoanZtifftkoMaaaAtyY opr/u out Jlnrl^v 
i Bead G in thf line K; then <ttoertbr jtliuaI 
Point amiifh m ^/itthom^ miter. 

MJTte nUrlKini* o/' iMacao teffntwn Ip' the ffpe 
iuuithe Sounding s taken at lowtvaler . 



















































































































































































































COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE—To thd PACIFIG OCEAN, &c. 645 


res, or floating-hoiifes upon the river. They are moored 
in rows clofe to each other, with a narrow pafTage, at 
intervals, for the boats to pafs up and down the river. 

The ftrccts of this city are long, narrow^, and defUtutc 
of uniformity. They are well paved with large Hones, 
and, in general, kept extremely clean. The houfes are 
built of brick, and are only one ftory high. They have, 
for the mofl: part, two or three courts backwards, in 
which are ereded the warehoufes for the reception of 
merchandize-; and, in the houfes within the city, are 
the apartments for the females. Some of the meaner 
fort of people, though very few, have their habitations 
compofed of wood. 

Thofe that belong to the European fadlors, are built 
on a fine quay, having a regular facade of two fi:;:ries 
towards the river. They arc confi:ru( 5 led, with refpecl 
to the infide, partly after the Chinefc, and partly after 
the European mode. Adjoining to them are a confi- 
derable number of houfes which belong to the Chinefe; 
and are let out by them to the commanders of vellcls, 
and to merchants, who make only an occafional Hay. 
As no European is permitted to take his w'ifc with him 
to Canton, the Englifli fupercargoes live together at 
one common table, which is maintained by the Com¬ 
pany, and each of them has alfo an apartment appro¬ 
priated to himfelf, confiHing of three or four rooms. 
The period of their refidence rarely exceeds eight 
months in a year; and as, during that time, they are 
almoH conHantly employed in the fervice of the Com¬ 
pany, they may fubmtf, with thelcfs uneafincfs, to the 
reHridions under w'hich they live. They fcldom make 
any vifits within the walls of Canton, except on public 
occafions. Nothing contributed more to give Captain 
King an unfavourable opinion of the Chinefe, than his 
finding that feveral of them who had refided in that 
country fo^; near 15 fucccHive years, had never formed 
any focial connedlion or friendfiiip. When the laH ihip 
departs from Wampu, they are all under the ncceflity 
of retiring to Macao; but they leave behind them all the 
money they polfefs in fpecie, w'hich, Mr. King was in¬ 
formed, fometimes amounts to 100,000 1 . Herling, and 
for which they have no other fecurity than the feals of 
the Viceroy, the Mandarines, and the merchants of the 
Hong: a flriking proof of the excellent police main¬ 
tained in China. 

During our continuance at Canton, Mr. King ac¬ 
companied one of the Englifh gentlemen on a vifit to a 
perfon of the firH diHinftion in the place. They were re¬ 
ceived in a long room or gallery, at the further end of 
which a table was placed, with a large chair behind it, 
and a row of chairs-extending from it, on both fides, 
down the room. The captain having been previoufly 
inHruded, that the point of politeneft confiHed in re¬ 
maining unfeated as long as pofiible, readily fubmitted 
to this piece of etiquette; after which he and his friend 
were treated with tea, and fome frcfli and preferved 
fruits. Their entertainer was very corpulent, had a dull 
heavy countenance, and difplayed great gravity in his 
deportment. He had learned to fpeak a little broken 
EngliHi and Portugueze. After his two gueHs had taken 
their refrelhment, he conduced them about his houfe 
and garden; and when he had Hiewn them all the im¬ 
provements he was making, they took their leave- 

The Captain being defirous of avoiding the trouble 
and delay that might attend an application for pafC- 
ports, as well as of faving the unncceHary expcnce of 
hiring a fampane, which he was informed amounted at 
IcaH to 12 pounds Herling, had hitherto defigned to go 
along with the fupplies to Macao, in the country mer¬ 
chant’s Ihip we mentioned before: but receiving an in¬ 
vitation from two Englifli gentlemen, who had found' 
means to procure paHports for four, he accepted, toge¬ 
ther with Mr. Phillips, their offer of places in a Chinefe 
boat, and intruHed Mr. Lannyon with the fuperin- 
tendance of the men and Hores, which were to fail the 
following day. 

On Sunday, the 26th, in the evening, Captain King 
took his leave of the fupercargoes, after having returned 
them thanks for their many favours; among which muH 
be mentioned a prefent a confiderable quantity of 
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tea, for the ufe of the companies of both Hilps, and a 
copious collection of EngliHi periodical publications. 
The latter proved a valuable acquifition to us, as they 
not only ferved to beguile our impatience, in the profe- 
cution of our tedious voyage homewards, but alfo ena¬ 
bled us to return not wholly unacquainted with what 
had been tranfadling in our native country during our 
abfencc. On the 27th, at one o’clock in the morn- 
ing, Meffrs. King and Phillips, and the two Englifli 
gentlemen, quitted Canton, and, about the fame hour 
of the fuccceding day, arrived at Macao, having paffed 
down a channel fituated to the wcH of that by which 
we had come up. 

In the abfencc of our party from Macao, a brifk traf¬ 
fic had been carrying bn with the Chinefe for our fea* 
otter-lkins, the value of which had augmented every 
day. One of our failors dlfpofed of his Hock, alonc% 
for 800 dollars ; and a few of the beH fkins, which were 
clean, and had been carefully preferved, produced 12O 
dollars each. The total amount of the value, in goods 
and cafli, that was obtained for the furs of both our 
ycHels, we arc cbnfidcnt was. not lefs than 2,000 1 . Hcr- 
ling; and it was the general opinion, that at leaH two- 
thirds of the quantity we had originally procured from 
the Americans, were by this time fpoiled and worn out, 
or had been bcHowcd as prefents, and otherwife dif- 
pofed of in Kamtfchatka. If, in addition to thefe fads, 
we confider, that we at firH colledcd the furs without 
having jiiH ideas of their real value ; that moH of them 
had been worn by the favages from whom wcpurchafed 
them; that little regard was afterwards Hiewii to their 
prefervation; that they were frequently made ufe of aS 
bed-clothes, and like wife for other purpofes, during 
our cruife to the northward ; and that, in all probabi-v 
liry, we never received the full value for them in China* 
the benefits that might accrue from a voyage to that 
part of the American coaH where we obtained them, 
undertaken with commercial views, will certainly ap¬ 
pear of fulficient importance to claim the public atten¬ 
tion. So great was the rage with which our fcameii 
were poireffcd to return to Cook’s River, and there 
procure another cargo of flcins, by which they might 
be enabled to make their fortunes, that, at one time, 
they were almoH on the point of proceeding to a mu., 
tiny. And Captain King acknowledges, that he could 
not refrain from indulging himfelf in a projed, which 
was firH fuggeHed to him by the difappointment we 
had met with in being compelled to leave the Ja- 
panefe Archipelago, as well as the northern coaH of 
China, unexplored ; and he is of opinion, that thisob- 
jed may Hill be happily attained, by means of our Eall- 
IndiaCompany, not only with trilling expence, buteven 
with the profpcdl: of very beneficial confequcnces. The 
Hate of affairs at home, or perhaps greater difficulties 
in the accomplifhment of his plan than he had forefeeny 
have hitherto prevented its being carried into cxecu-' 
tion; but, as the fcheme feems to be well contrived, 
the reader will not be dlfpleafed with our inferring it 
here. 

In the firH place, Captain Kingpropofes, that the EaH- 
India Company’s China Hiips IhouId, each, carry an ad¬ 
ditional number of men, making roo in the whole. Two 
veffels, one of 200 ronSj and the other of 150, might,* 
with proper notice, (as Mr. King was informed) be 
purchafed at Canton; and, as vidualiing is as cheap 
there as in Europe, he has calculated that they might 
be completely equipped for fca, with one year’s provi- 
fions and pay, for the fum of 6,oool. including the 
purchafe. The expence of the requifite articles for 
barter is very inconliderable. 

Captain King particularly recommends that each of 
the Hiips fliould have a forge, five tons of unwroughc 
iron, and a Hcilful fmith, with an apprentice and jour¬ 
neyman, who might occafionaliy make fuch tools, as 
the Indians Hiould appear to have the greatcH incliniv- 
tion for poffcffing. For,* though half a dozen of tirrd 
fineH Ikins, obtained by us, were purchafed witfe woods, 
large green glafs beads, yet it is very C5;‘ hien in a proa," 
fancy of thefe people, for ornaiuppcr-end of the har- 
tremely capricious and varkifwasa perfpn^ of decent ap- 
8 A nimfelf Cb GaptaiA Owe, with an 
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coiTJinodity for their market is iron. To this might 
be added fevcral bales of coarfe woollen cloth, two or 
three barrels of glafs and copper trinkets, and a few 
grofs of large pointed cafc-knivcs. He then propofes, 
that two velfels, not only for the greater fecurity of the 
voyage, but becaufc finglc Ihips ought never, in his opi¬ 
nion, to be font out for the purpofc of difeovery. For 
where rifqucs are frequently to be run, and uncertain 
and dangerous experiments tried, it can by no means be 
expecfled that fingle fliips fliould venture fo far, as 
where fome fecurity is provided againll an unfortunate 
accident. When the (hips are prepared for fea, they 
will fail with the lirft S. W. monfoon, which ufually 
fets in about the commencement of the month of April. 
They will fteer a northward courfc, with this wind, 
along the Chinefc coad, beginning to make a more ac¬ 
curate furvey from the mouth of the Nankin river, or 
the river Kyana, in the 30th degree of latitude, which 
is fuppoftd to be the rcmotelt limit of this coafl hitherto 
vifited by I^uropcan vclfcls. I'hc extent of the great 
gulph called Whang Hay, or the Yellow Sea, being at 
prefent unknown, it may be left to the Commander’s 
diferetion, to proceed up it as far as he may think pro¬ 
per: he mull be cautious, however, not to entangle 
himfelf in it too far, left he Ihould not have fufiicient 
time left for the profecution of the remainder of his 
voyage. The fame diferetion may be ufed, when he 
has reached the ftraits of TelToi, with regard to the 
iOands of jefo, w'hich, if the wind and weather ftiould 
be favourable, he mull not ncgleiSl to explore. Having 
arrived in the latitude of 51 deg 40 min. where be will 
make the moft fouthcrly point of the iflc of Sagaleen, 
beyond which we have a confiJcrable knowledge ol the 
fea of Okotfk, he will fleer towards the S. probably 
about the beginning of June, and exert his endeavours 
to fall in with the moft fouthern of the Kurile iflands. 
If the accounts of the RuIlians may be depended on, 
Ooroop, or Kadefchda, will furnilh the Ihips with a 
commodious harbour, where they may recruit their 
wood and water, and provide themfelvcs with fuch re- 
frefhments as the place may afford. Near the end of 
June the commander willdired his courfe to the Sh«m- 
magins, whence he will proceed to Cook’s River, pur- 
chafing, in his progrefs, as many Heins as poftible, with¬ 
out lofing too much time, fince he ought to fail again 
to the fouthward, and trace the coaft with the utmoft ac¬ 
curacy between the 56th and 50ih degrees of latitude, 
the fpace where contrary w inds drove us out of light of 
land. We think it proper to obforve here, that Captain 
King confiders the purchafe of Ikins, in this expedition, 
as a fecondary concern, for defraying the expence; 
and, from our experience in the prefent voyage, there 
is no reafon to doubt that 250 (kins, each worth 100 
dollars, may be obtained w^ithout lols of time; parti- 
c ularly as thev will, in all probability, be met w ith along 
the coaft to the S. of Cook’s River. 

The commander of this expedition, after having 
continued about three months on the American coaft, 
willTet out on his return to China in the former part of 
October, taking care, in his route, to avoid, as much as 
poflible, the tracks of preceding navigators. All that 
remains to be added on this fubjecl, is, that if the fur 
trade fhould become an eftablilhcd objedl of Indian 
commerce, many opportunities will occur of completing 
whatever may have been left unfinifticd, in the voyage 
of which the outlines arc here delineated. 

During our abfence, a very ludicrous alteration took 
place in thedrefsof all our crew, in confcqucnce of the 
barter which the Chinefe had carried on with us for our 
fea-ottcr fkins. On our arrival in the Typa, not only 
the failors, hyut likewife the younger officers, were ex¬ 


tremely ragged in their apparel; for, as the voyage had 
now exceeded, almoft by a year, the time it was at brll 
fuppofed we lliould continue at fea, the far greater part 
of our origMial ftock of European clwhcs had been lo.ng 
ago w orn out, or repaired and patched up w ith Ikins^ 
and chediftcrenc manufadures we had met with in the 
courfc of the expedition. Thefe were now mixed and 
eked out with the gayeft lilks and cottons that China 
could produce. 

On the 30th, being Friday, Mr. Lannyon arrived 
with the (lores and provifions, which, wiihoiit delay, 
w'cre flowed in due proportion on board both the fhipt.. 
While in the Typa, Captain King was Ihcwn, in the 
garden of an Englilh gentleman, at Macao, the rock, 
under which, according to traditional accounts, Ca- 
mocivs, the celebrated Portuguefc poet, was accuftomed 
to lit and compofc his Luliad. It is an arch of conli- 
dcrable height, coniilling of one folid ftonc, and form¬ 
ing the entrance of a grotto dug out of the elevated 
ground behind it. Large fpreading trees ovu*fliadow 
the rock, w hich commands a beautiful and extenlive 
prorpcclof the fea, and the iflands difperfed about it. 
During our continuance in the Typa, we heard nothing 
with refpecl to the meafurement of the Ihips; w.e may 
therefore rcafonably concluiic, that the point fo ftrongly 
contefted, in Commodore Anfon's time, by the Chinefc, 
has, in eonfequence of his firmnefs and refolution, ne¬ 
ver lince been infilled on. By the obfervations made 
while our vclfcls lay here, the harbour of Macao is litu- 
ated in the lat. of 22 deg. 12 min. N. and the long, of 
113 deg. 47 min. E. our anchoiing place, in the Typa, 
in lat. 22 deg. 9 min. 20 fee. long. 11 3 deg. 48 nain. 34 
fee. E. It was high water in the Typa, on the full and 
change days, at a quarter after five o’clock; and in 
the harbour of Macao, at 50 minutes pall five: the 
greateft rife was fix feet one inch. We fliall conclude 
thefe remarks,and thischapter, with the prices of labour, 
and a few articles of provifions in China. 


Pricks of Labour and Provisions at 

/. S, 

A Coolee, or Porter ----00 
A Taylor - -- -- -- 00 
A Handicraftfman - - - - o o 

A common Labourer from 3d. to 5d. per 
A Woman’s labour confiderably cheaper, 

£■ s. 

Butter - -------02 

Beef ---------00 

Calf-. --.i 6 

Ducks - -- -- -- -00 

Ditto, wild - -- -- --01 

Eggs.. 

Frogs - -- -- -- -00 

Fowls, Capons, &c. ----00 

Geefe - -- -- - --00 

Hum - - -.o I 

Hog, alive.00 

Kid, ditto -------00 

Milk - -.00 

Pork . ..00 

Pig - - -.00 

Pheafanrs - -- -- -- 05 

Partridges - -- -- --00 

Pigeons - -- -- -- -00 

Rabbits ,--------01 

Sheep - -- -- ---36 

Spices --------016 

Soy - -- -- -- -- oo 
Samfui ditto - ..----00 

Turtle - -- - - -•-oo 


CANTON. 

D. 

8 Per Diy 

5 and rice 
8 ditto 
day. 

D. 

44 Per Catty 
2.^ oriSoz- 
94 each 
5 1 Per Catty 
o 4 each 
o Per 100 

6 4 Per Catty 
74 ditto 
6f ditto 
24 ditto 
44 ditto 
44 ditto 

14 ditto 
74 ditto 
ditto 
4 each 
94 ditto 
54 ditto 
4 ditto 
8 ditto 
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cafe ahd politcncfs which indicated that he had been 
accuftomed to pafs his time in other pmpany than 
what Condore afforded. He brought with him a fort 
of certificate, written in the French language, of which 
the following is a tranflation. 

** Peter George, Bifliop of Adran, Apoftolic Vicar of 
Cochin-China, &c. The little Mandarin, who is the 
bearer hereof, is die real Envoy of the Court to Pulo 
Condore, to attend there for the reception of all Euro¬ 
pean vcffels, whofe deflination is to approach 
place, &c. A Sai-Gon, 10 Augult, 1779.” 

He gave us to underftand, that he was th6 Mandarin 
mentioned in it; and produced another paper, which 
was a letter fealed up, and addreffed to the Captains of 
any European ihips that may touch at Condore. From 
this letter, and the whole of Luco’s converfation, the 
Madarin, we had little doubt, that the veffel he ex- 
pCi^led was a French one. We found, at the fame 
time, that he was defirous of not lofing his eri-and, and 
was not unwilling t© become our pilot. We could not 
difeover from him the precife bulinefs W'hich the Ihip 
he was waiting for defigned to profecutc in Cochin- 
China. We fliall only add, that he acquainted us, that 
the French veffels might perhaps have touched at Tir- 
non, and from thence fail to Cochin-China; and as no 
intelligence had been received, he imagined that this 
was moft likely to have been the cafe. Captain Gore 
afterwards enquired, what fupplies could be procured 
from this ifland. Luco replied, he had two buffaloes 
belonging to him, which were at our fervice, and that 
confidcrable numbers of thofc animals might be pur- 
chafed for four or five dollars each; Wc had purchafed 
eight of thefe animals; and on the 23d, early in the 
morning, the launches of both fhips were difpatched to 
the town to bring them aw'fly, but our people were 
much at a lofs to bring them on board. After confult- 
ing with the Mandarin, it was determined, that they 
fliould be driven through the wood, and over the hill, 
down to the bay, where our two Captains had landed. 
This plan was accordingly executed; but the untrada- 
blcnels, and amazing ftrengch of the animals rendered 
it a flow and difficult operation. The mode of conduct¬ 
ing them was, by putting ropes through their noltrils, 
and round their horns; but when they w'cre once en¬ 
raged at the light of our people, they became fo furi¬ 
ous, that they fometimes tore afunder the cartilage of 
the noffril, through which the ropes paffed, and fet 
themfelves at liberty; at other times they broke the 
frees, to which it was found neceffary to faQcn them. 
On fuch occafions, all the endeavours of our men, for 
the recovery of them, would have been unfuccefsful, 
w'ithout the aid of fome little boys, whom the bufia- 
loes would fuffer to approach, and by whofe puerile 
managements their rage was quickly appeafed; and 
when brought down to the beach, it was by their affift- 
ance, in twifting ropes about their legs, in the manner 
’they were direSed, that our people were enabled to 
throw them down, and, by that means, to get them into 
the boats; and, a circumftance very lingular, they had 
not been a whole day on board, before they were as 
tame as poffible. Captain King kept a male and a 
female for a confidcrable time, Which became great 
favourites with the fcamen. Thinking a breed of thefe 
animals, fome of which weighed, when dreffed, 700 
■jK)unda, would be an acquilition of fome value, he in¬ 
tended to have brought them with him to England; but 
that defign was fruSrated by an incurable hurt which 
.one of them received at fea. Belidcs the buffaloes, of 
which there are feveral large herds in this illand, we 
purchafed from the natives fome remarkably fine fat 
hogs, of the Chinefe breed. We procured three or four 
of the wild fort; feveral of whofe tracks were fecn in 
the woods; which alfo abound wuth monkeys and fquir- 
rtls, bur fo Ihy, that it was difficult to fhoot them. Here 
wc found the cabbage-tree, and other fucculcnt greens, 
with which our people made very free without alking 
queflions. I'wo wells of excellent water had been dif- 
covered, in confequence of which part of the compa¬ 
nies of both (hips had been employed in providing a 
<4>mpetcnt fupply of it. Our m^merous fubferibers will 


be plcafed to recollcdl:, that in our hiflory of Captain 
Cook’s firft and fecond voyages, wc have given a con- 
cife, though comprehenfive account of Pulo Condore, 
Celebes, Sumatra, Java, the Philippine, Lad rones, and, 
in Ihort, all the principal iflands in the Indian Sea; it 
therefore only now remains, during the remainder of 
our paffage home, with a view of cftablifliing the credit 
and reputation'of this work, and of rendering it the moft 
complete undertaking of the kind extant, to mention a 
few particulars that came under our own obfervation, 
and which may be reckoned as improvements lince the 
labours of former compilers, or the expeditions of prior 
navigators. 

Pulo Condore fignifies the ifland of Calabafhcs, its 
name being derived from two Malay words, Pulo, im¬ 
plying an ifland, and Condore, a Calabafh, great quan¬ 
tities of which fruit arc produced here. Among the 
Vegetable improvements of this ifland, may be reckoned 
the fields of rice that we obferved; alfo cocoa-nuts, 
pomegranates, oranges, fliaddocks, and various forts of 
pompions. Wc continued at this harbour till the 28th, 
when the little Mandarin took leave ofus; at which 
time the Commodore gave him, at his requeft, a letter 
of recommendation to the Commanders of any other 
veffels that might put in here. He alfo beftowed on 
him a handfomc prefent, and gave him a letter for the 
bifliop of Adrian, together with a telefcope, which he 
delired might be prefented to him as a compliment for 
the favours we had received, through his means, at Pulo 
Condore. The latitude of the harbour is 8 deg. 40 min. 
N. and its longitude, deduced from many iunar obfer- 
vations, 106 deg. 18 min. 46 fee. E. At full and change 
of the moon it was high water at 4 h. 15 m. apparent 
time; after which the water continued for 12 hours, 
without any perceptible alteration. The tranfition from 
ebbing to flowing was very quick, being in Icfs than five 
minutes. The w'atcr rofe and fell feven foct four inches 
perpendicular. 

On Friday, the 28th, we unmoored, and cleared the 
harbour. On the 30th, at one o'clock, P. M. w’e had 
fight of Pulo Timoan, and at five, Pulo Puiflang was 
feen in the diredfion of S. by E. three quarters E. At 
nine o’clock, wc had, from the cfledi: of fome current, 
out-run our reckoning, and found ourfelves clofc upon 
Pulo Aor, in the lat. of 2 deg. 46 min N. long. 104 deg. 
37 min. E. in confequence of which wc hauled the wind 
to the E. S. E. This courfe we profecuted till mid¬ 
night, and then ftccrcd S. S. E. for the ftraits of Banca. 

On Tuefday, the r ft of February, we obferved in lat. 
1 deg. 20 min. N. and our long, by a number of lunar ob- 
fervations, w'C found to be 165 deg. E.Towards fiin-fet, we 
had a view of Pulo Panjang; at which time our lat. was 
53 min. N. On the 2d, w'e paffed the ftraits ofSunda; 
and, at noon, we came in fightofthe fmall iflands know'n 
by the name of Dominis, lying off the caftern part of 
Lingen. At one o’clock, P. M. Pulo Taya made its 
appearance in the dircdlion of S. W. by W. diftant 7 
leagues. On the 3d, at day-break, w^e had fight of the 
three iflatids; and, not long afterwards, faw Monopin 
Hill, in the ifland of Banca. Having got to the W. of 
the flioal, named Frederic Fuidric, we entered the ftraits 
of Banca, and bore away towards the S. On the 4th, in 
the morning, wc proceeded down the ftraits with the 
tide; and, at noon, the tide beginning to makcagainft 
us, we call anchor, at the diftance of about one league 
from what is denominated the Third Point, on theSuma- 
tra fliore; Monopin Hill bearing N. 54) deg. W. and 
GUrlat. being 2 deg. 22 min. S. long. 105 dtg. 38 min. 
E. At three in the afternoon wc weighed, and conti¬ 
nued our courfe through the ftraits with a gentle breeze. 
In puffing thefe ftraits, fliips may make a fearer ap¬ 
proach to the coart of Sumatra than to that of Banca. 
On Sunday, the ^th, in the morning, we paffed to the 
W. of Lufepara; and at five o'clock, P. M. we deferied 
the Sifters, in the diredtion of S. by W. half W; At 
feven we caft anchor three leagues to the northward 01 
thofe iflands. On the 7th, at five o’clock, A. M- w’c 
weighed, and in three hours afterwards we were in fight 
of the Sifters. Thefe are two iflands of ver}' fmall ex- 
tenti plentifully flocked with" w'ood, and lituated in 50 
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CHAP. XXL 

Two mariners belonging to the Rrfolution make off zvith theJix-bared cutier-^DefenJible fiate of the two Jhips—They ttftfnoor 
and leave the Typa—Orders of the French Court relative to Captain Cook^Pafs Pulo Sapalra, and anchor in the harbour 
of Piilo Condore—Tranfactions y and incidents during our flay—A mandarine viflts the Jhips—Information receraed from 
him—Reference for the defcription of Pulo Condon^ and other iflands to the jirfl and fecond Hiflories of Captain CooPs 
Voyages—Prefents to the Mandarin^ and the bifljop of Adran—Aflronomical and nautical obfervations—Departure of ike 
Refoliition and Difccrvety from Pulo Condor e—Enter the fir aits of Banc a—Defcription of the country that borders thereon’^ 
Enter the flraits of Stinda — Mr. IVilliamfon fent on board a Dutch floip to procure intelligence-^The two flAps anchor at 
Cracaloa—That ifland defcribed—Proceed to Princes Ifland—Unhealthy effeffs of the climate of Java^—A fitdden 
florm—Steer for the Cape of Good Hope—Anchor in SimoPs Bay—A vifit to the gcryemor—An account of Falfe Bay, 
Shnons Ba\\ Noalfs Ark, and Seal Ifland—Set fail for England; and ftand to the weft of the iflands of Afcenfion and 
St. Helena—Dcfcry the weflem coafl of Ireland, and endeavour, in vain, to get into Port Galway—Steer to the north of 
Lewis Ifland—Both Jhips anchor at Stromnefs—And on Wedu€fday,the Ajh ofOPIober, arrive fafe at the Nore^ after an 
abfence (f ^years, 2 months, and 22 days—Concluding remarks. 


O N Tuefday, the nth of January, 
two failors, John Cave quartcr- 
mafter,and Robert Spencer bclong- 
ifig to the Refolution, went off with a fix-oarcd cutter; 
and though the mofl: diligent fearch was made, both 
this and the following morning, wc could not gain any 
intelligence of them. It was imagined, that thefc fea- 
men had been feduced by the hopes of acquiring a for¬ 
tune, if they Ihould return to the fur iflands. On the 
12th, at noon, we unmoored, and fcaled the guns, which, 
onboard the Difeovery, amounted at this time to ten ; 
lb that her people by means of four additional ports, 
could fight feven on a fide. In the Refolution like- 
wife, the nOmber of guns had been augmented from 
12 to 16 ; and, in each of the lliips, all other precau¬ 
tions were taken to give our i neon fid erable force a re- 
ipedable appearance. We confidered it as our duty to 
furnifli ourfclves with thefe means of defence, though 
there was fome rcafon to believe, that they had in a great 
meafure been rendered fuperfluous by the generofity of 
our enemies; for we were informed, by the public 
prints, which Captain King had brought with him 
from Canton, of infirutflions having been found on 
board all the French fliips of war, that had been taken 
in Europe, importing, that their Commanders, if they 
fiiould happen to fall in with tlie Rcfolutioii and Dif¬ 
eovery, were to fufter them to proceed unmolefted on 
their voyage. It was alfo reported, that the American 
Congrel's had given fimilar orders to the veffels em¬ 
ployed in their fervice. This intelligence being fur¬ 
ther confirmed by the private letters of fome of the 
fuper-cargocs, Captain King deemed it incumbent on 
him, in return for the liberal exceptions which our ene¬ 
mies had made in our favour, to refrain from embracing 
any opportunities of capture, and to maintain thefiridefi 
neutrality during the whole of our voyage. Having 
got under fail about two o’clock, P. M. we paifed the 
fort of Macao, and faluted the garrifon with eleven four- 
pounders, which they anfwcred with an equal number. 
We were under the necelfity of warping out into the 
entrance of the Typa, which we gained by eight o’clock 
ill the evening of the T3th; and [ay there till nine 
o'clock the following morning, when we flood, with a 
frclh eafterly breeze, to the S. between Wungboo and 
Potoc. At four in the afterncxMi, the Ladronc was about 
two leagues diftant in an caflern diredion. On Satur¬ 
day, the 15th, at noon, W'e obferved in lat. 18 deg. 57 
min. long. 114 deg. 13 inin. On the x6th, we Itruck 
foundings over Macclesfield Bank, and found the depth 
of water to be 50 fathoms, over a bottom confifling of 
white fand and (hells. Wc computed this part of the 
bank to befituated in lat. 15 deg. 51 min. and in long. 

114 deg. 20 min. Thurfday, the 19th, at four o’clock 
P. M. w^Lid in view Pulo Sapatra, bearing N. W. by 
W. and ^ifianc about four leagues. Having pafild 
this ifland, we flood to the weflward; and on the 20th 
made the little group of iflands known^y the name of 
PuloCondore, at one of which we anchored in lix fa¬ 
thoms water. The harbour where wc now moored, has 
its entrance from the N. W..^And affords the beft Ihcltcr 
during the N. E. monfoon. Its entrance bore W. N. 
W. quarter W. and N. by W. the ojiening at the 
upper end bore S. E. by E. three quarters E. and we 
were about 2 furlongs diftant from the fhorc. On tbe 
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21 ft, early in the morning, parties were fent out to cut 
wood, the Commodore’s principal motive for touch-, 
ing at this ifland being to fupplp- the fhips w'ith than 
article. None of the natives having as yet made their 
appearance, notwithftandingtwo guns had been fired at 
different times, Captain Gore thought it advifcable to 
land, and go inTearch of them. Accordingly, on Sun¬ 
day, the 22nd, he defired Captain King to attend him. 
They proceeded in their boats along fiiore for the fpacc 
of two miles, when perceiving a road that led into a 
wood, they landed. Here Captain King left the Com¬ 
modore, and, attended by a midfhipman, and four 
armed failors, purfued the path, which appeared to 
point diredly acrofs the ifland. They proceeded through 
a thick wood up a fteep hill, to the diftance of a mile, 
when after defeending, they arrived at fome huts. Cap¬ 
tain King ordered the party to ftay without, left the 
fight of armed men fliould terrify the inhabitants^ 
while he entered and reconnoitred alone. He found, in 
one of the huts, an elderly man, who was in a great 
fright, and preparing to make off with the moft valu¬ 
able elfcdts. However a few figns, particularly that 
moft fignificant one of holding out a handful of dollars, 
and then pointing to a herd of buffaloes, and the fowls 
that were running about the huts in great numbers, left 
him w ithout any doubts as to the objeds of their vifit. 
He pointed towards a place where the town flood, and 
made them comprehend, that by going thither, all their 
wants would be fupplied. On their firft coming out of 
the wood, a herd of buffaloes, to the number of 20 at 
leaff, came running towards them, toffing up their heads, 
fnuffing the air, and roaring in a hideous manner. They 
had followed them to the huts, and now ffood drawn up 
in a body, at a little diftance ; and the old man made 
them underftand, that it would be exceeding dangerous 
to mc^e, till they were driven into the woods; but fo en¬ 
raged were the animals grown, at the fight of them, 
that this was not effeded without a good deal of time 
and difficulty. The men not being able to accomplilb 
it, they called to their alfiffance a few little boys, w ho 
foon drove them out of fight. Afterward they had an 
opportunity of obferving, that in driving thefe animals, 
and fecuring them, which is done by putting a rope 
through a hole made in their noffrils, little boys were 
always employed, who could ftroke and handle them with 
impunity at times, when the men durff not approach 
them. Having got rid of the buffaloes, they were con¬ 
duced to the town, which confiffs of between 20 and 30 
houfes, built clofe together; befides 6 or 7 others that 
are feattered about the beach. The roof, the two ends, 
and the fide fronting the country, are neatly conffruCed 
of reeds; the oppolite fide, facing the fca, is entirely 
open; but, by means of a kind of bamboo fereens, 
they can exclude or let in as much of the fun and air 
they pleafe. They were conduCed to the largeft houfe, 
where the chief, or captain, as they called him, refided, 
but h^ was abfent, or would not be feen; therefore no 
purchafes could, as they faid, be made. At two o’clock, 
in the afternoon, they returned to the (hips; as did 
likewife fcveral of our (hooting parries from the woods, 
about the fame time. At five o’clock, fix men in a proa, 
rowed up to the (hips, from the upper-end of the har¬ 
bour; and one of them, who was a perfQiv^ decent ap- 
peawnce, introduced himfeif Cb CaptaijV GSwe, with an 
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deg. S. lat. and in long. 106 deg. 12 min. They lie 
nearly N. and S. from each other, encompafled by a 
reef of coral rocks. At noon, we had fight of the 
ifland of Java; and about four in the afternoon, we 
perceived two veffels in the firaits of Sunda; one of 
i^hich lay at anchor near the mid-channel ifland, the 
other nearer the fhore of Java. On the 8th, about 
eight o’clock in the morning, we weighed, and pro¬ 
ceeded through the (Iraits of Sunda. On Wednefday 
the 9th, between ten and eleven, Captain King was or¬ 
dered by the Commodore to make fail towards a Dutch 
vefTel, that now came in fight to the fouthward, which 
wc imagined was from Europe; and, according to the 
nature of the information that might be obtained from 
her, either join him at Cracatoa, or to proceed to the 
fouth-eafiern extremity of Prince’s ifland, and there 
provide a fupplyof water, and wait for him. In com¬ 
pliance with thefe inftrudlions Captain King bore down 
towards the Dutchman; and on the loth, in the morn¬ 
ing, Mr. Williamfon went on board her; where he was 
informed, that fiie had been feven months from Eu¬ 
rope, and three from the Cape of Good Hope; that, 
before her departure, the kings of France and Spain had 
declared war againft his Britannic Majefty; and that 
Bic had left Sir Edward Hughes at the Cape with afqua- 
dron of men of war, and alfo a fleet of Eafl India 
fhip'. On the return of Mr. Williamfon, Captain 
King took the advantage of a fair breeze, and made 
fail towards the ifland of Cracatoa, w here he foon after 
perceived the Refolutibn at anchor, and immediately 
difpatched a boat to communicate to Captain Gore the 
intelligence procured by Mr. Williamfon. When w'c 
faw our confort preparing, at the diflanxe of near two 
leagues, to come to, we fired our guns, and difplayed 
the fignal for leading a-hcad, by hoifiing an Englilh 
jack at the enfign flaff. This was intended to prevent 
the Difeovery’s anchoring, on account of the foul ground, 
which the maps on board our fiiip placed in this fitua- 
tion. However, as Captain King met with none, but, 
on the contrary, found a muddy bottom, and good an¬ 
choring ground, at the depth of 60 fathoms, he re¬ 
mained fall till the return of the boat, which brought 
him orders to proceed to Prince’s Ifland the enfuing 
morning. 

Cracatoa is the fouthernmofl of a clufter of iflands 
lying in the entrance of the ftraits of Sunda. It has a 
lofty peaked hill at its fouthern extremity, fituated in 
lat. 6 deg. 9 min. S. and in long. 105 deg. 15 min. E- 
The whole circumference, of the ifland does not exceed 
nine miles. The ifland of Sambouricou, or Tamarin, 
which (lands 12 miles to the northward of Cracatoa, 
may eafily be miflaken for the latter, fince it has a hill 
of nearly the fame figure and dimenfions, fituate like- 
w'ife near its fouth end. The lat. of the road where we 
call anchor is 8 deg. 6 min. S. long, by obfervation, 
105 deg. 36 min. E. It is high water on the full and 
change days, at feven o clo<ik in the morning; ahd the 
W'atcr rifes three feet two inches perpendicular. 

On Friday, the nth, at three o’clock, A. M. the 
Difeovery weighed anchor, and fleered for Prince’s 
Ifland; and, at noon, flie came to, and moored off its 
eaflern extremity. On Monday, the 7 4lh, at day break, 
we deferied our confort, and, at two o’clock P. M. we 
-anchored clofeby her. By the i6th, both fliips ftarted 
their calks, and had repleniflied themw^ith frefli water. 
In the evening the decks were cleared, and we prepared 
for fca. On Saturday, the 19th, being favoured with a 
weflerly breeze, we broke ground, to our extreme fatis- 
fadion, for the laft time in the ftraits of Sunda; and 
on the 20th, we had totally loll fight of Prince’s Ifland. 
If Mr. Lannyon had not been with us, we fliould pro¬ 
bably have met with fome difficulty in finding the w'a- 
tering place: it may, therefore, not be improper to give 
a particular defeription of its fituation, for the benefit 
of fubfequent navigators. The peaked hill on the ifland 
bears N. W. by N. from it, A remarkable tree, 
which grow's on a coral reef, and is entirely detached 
from the adjacent fhrubs, flands jufl to the north of it; 
ajid afmall plot of reedy grafs, may be fecn clofe by it. 
Thcfc marks will indicate the place where the pool dif- 
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charges itfelf into the fea; but the watcj* here, as well 
as that which is in the pool, being in general fait, the 
cafks mufl be filled about 50 yards higher up; where, in 
dry feafons, the frefh water which defeends from the 
hills, is in great meafuie loft among the leaves, and 
mufl therefore be fcarched for by clearing them aw ay. 
The lat. of the anchoring-place at Prince’s Ifland, is 
6 deg. 36 min. 15 fee. S. and its long. 105 deg. 17 min. 
30 fee. E. 

On Friday, the 25th, we were attacked wnth a violent 
florm, attended with thunder, lightning, and heavy 
rain. From the 26th to the 28th of March, we had a 
regular trade wind from the S. E. to E. by S. accom¬ 
panied with fine wxather; and as wx failed in an old 
beaten track, no incident worthy of notice occurred. 
It had hitherto been Captain Gore’s intention to proceed 
diredlly to St. Helena, without flopping at the Cape, 
but our rudder having been for fome time complaining, 
and, on being examined, reported to be in a dangerous 
flate, he refolved to fleer diredtiy for the Cape, as the 
moft eligible place, both for the recovery of the flek, 
and for procuring a new main piece for the rudder. 

Monday, the loth of April, a fnow was fecn bearing 
down, which proved to be an Englifli Eafl India packet, 
that had left Tabic Bay three days before, and was 
cruizing with orders for the China fleet, and other India 
fhips. She told us, that, about three weeks before, 
Monf. Trongollar’s fquadron, confilling of fix fliips, 
had failed from the Cape, and w'as gone to cruize off 
Sc. Helena, for the Englifh Eafl Indiamen. The next 
morning we flood into Simon’s Bay. At eight o’clock, 
w'e came to anchor, at the diflance of one third of a 
mile from the nearefl fliore; the S. E. point of the bay 
bearing S. by £. and Tabic Mountain N. E. half N. 
The Naffau and Southampton Eafl Indiamen were here, 
in expedlation of a convoy from Europe. We falutcd 
the fort with eleven guns, and were complimented with 
an equal number in return. As foon as we had eafl 
anchor, Mr. Brandt, 'thc governor of this place, favoured 
us with a vifit. This gentleman had the higheft regard 
for Captain Cook, who had been his conflant guefl, 
whenever he had touched at the Cape; and though he 
had, fome time before, received intelligence of his un¬ 
timely fate, he was extremely affedled at the fight of our 
veffels returning without their old Commander. He 
was greatly furprifed at feeing moft of our people in fo 
healthy a flate, as the Dutch fhip which had quitted 
Macao, at the time of our arrival there, and had after¬ 
wards flopped at the Cape, reported, that we were in a 
moft wretched condition, there being only 15 hands left 
on board the Refolution, and feven in the Difeovery, 
It is difficult to conceive what could have induced 
thefe people to propagate fo infamous a falfehood. 

On Saturday the 15th, Captain King accompanied 
our Commodore to Cape Town; and the next day, in 
the morning, they waited on Baron Plettenberg, the Go¬ 
vernor, who received them with every poffible indica¬ 
tion of civility and politenefs. He entertained a great 
perfonal efteem for Captain Cook, and profeffed the 
higheft admiration of his charadler, and on hearing the 
recital of his affedling cataftrophe, broke forth into 
many expreflions of unaffeflcd forrow. In one of the 
principal apartments of the Baron’s houfe, he flicwed 
our gentlemen twx pidlures, one of De Ruyter, the 
other of Van Tromp, with a vacant fpace left between 
them, which, he faid, he intended to fill up with the 
portrait of Captain Cook; and for this purpofc he re- 
quefted that they would endeavour to procure one for 
him, on their arrival in Great Britain, at any price. Dur¬ 
ing our continuance at the Cape, we met with the moft 
friendly treatment, not only from the Governor, but alfo 
from the other principal perfons of the place, as well 
Africans as Europeans. 

Falfe Bay lies to the eaftw^ard of the Cape; and at 
the diflance of about 12 miles from the latter, on the 
weftern fide is Simon’s Bay, the only commodious Ra¬ 
tion for fliipping to lie in. To the N. N. eaflw’ard of 
this bay, there are fome others, from which, however, it 
may with eafe be diftinguifhed, by a remarkable Tandy 
way to the N. of the town, which forms a confpicuous 
8 B object. 
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objcft. The anchoring place in Simon’s Bay, is fitu- 
ated in the lat. of 34 deg. 20 min. S. and its long, is 
18 deg. 29 min. E. In fleering for the harbour, along 
the weflern fliore, there is a fmall flat rock, known by 
the name of Noah’s Ark; and about a mile to the N. 
eaftvvard of it, arc others, denominated the Roman 
Rocks. Thefe arc a mile and a half diflant from the 
anchoring place; and eithertothc northward of them, 
or between them, there is a fafe paflage into the bay. 
When the N. weflerly gales are fet in, the navigator, 
by the following bearings, will be directed to a fccure 
and convenient ftation: Noah’s Ark S. 51^ deg. E. and 
the center of the hofpical S. 53 deg. W. in 7 fathoms 
water. But if the S. eafterly winds fhould not have 
ccafed blowing, it is more advifcable to remain farther 
out in 8 or 9 fathoms water. The bottom confifls of 
fand, and the anchors, before they get hold, fettle confi- 
derably. About two leagues to the eaflward of Noah’s 
Ark, {lands Seal Ifland, whofe fouthern part is faid to 
be dangerous, and not to be approached, w ith fafety, 
nearer than in 22 fathoms water. 

On Tuefday the 9th of May, fignal w'as made for un¬ 
mooring, and, about noon, we took our departure from 
Simon’s Bay. We had now provifions, live flock, wa- 
tcr, and naval florcs, aboard in great plenty: alfo healthy 
crews, in high fpirits, wifhing for nothing but a fair 
wind to fhorten our paflage home. On the 14th, we 
got into the S. E trade wind, and flood to the W. of 
the iflands of Afcenlion and St. Helena. Wednefday, 
the 31 (I, we were in lat. 12 deg. 48 min. S. long. 15 deg. 
40 min. W. On Saturday the loth of June, the Dif- 
covery’s boat brought us word, that, in excrcifing her 
great guns, the carpenter’s mate had his arm fliattered 
in a fhocking manner, by part of the wadding being 
left in after a former difchargc; another man was flightly 
wounded at the fame time. On the 12th, it began to 
blow very hard; and continued fo till the next day, 
when wc crofTed the line to the northward, for the fourth 
time during our voyage, in the long, of 26 deg. 16 
min. W. 

On Saturday the 12th of Augufl, we defened the 


weflern coafl of Ireland, and endeavoured in vain to 
get into Port Galway, but were compelled by violent 
loutherly winds, to fland to the N. The wind con¬ 
tinuing in the fame quarter wc made the ifland of 
Lewis. 

On Tuefday, the 22nd, about eleven o’clock A. Ml 
both (hips came to anchor at Stromnefs in Scotland; 
from whence the Commodore fent Captain King to 
inform the Lords of the Admiralty of our arrivaL 

On the 30th, wc arrived off Yarmouth, in company 
with his Majcfly’s Hoops of war the F'ly and Alderney. 
Our boats were immediately fent on fliore for provi- 
fions, and for a fpare cable fgr our fmall bower, that wc 
had being nearly worn out. 

On the 4th of Odober, 1780, the Refolution and 
Difeovery reached the Note in flifcty; and, on the 6th, 
dropped anchors at Deptford; having been abfent four 
yeais, three months, and two days. 

It is very extraordinary, that in fo Ipngand hazardous 
a voyage, the two fliips never loft fight of each other 
for a day together except twice; the firft time, owing 
to an accident that happened to the Difeovery off the 
coafl of Owhyhee; the fecond, to the fogs they naot 
with at the entrance of Awatfka Bay; a flriking proof 
of the (kill and vigilance of the fubaltern officers. Ano¬ 
ther circumflance, no lefs remarkable, is, the uncom¬ 
mon healthinefs of the companies of both (hips. When 
Captain King quitted the Difeovery at Strgmnefs, he 
had the fatisfadtion of leaving the w^hole crew in per- 
fedl health; and, at the fame time, tlie number of fkk 
perfons on board the Refolution did not exceed two.^or 
three, only one of whom was incapable of fcrvLce. In 
the whole courfe of the voyage, the Refolution Iqfl no 
more than five men by fickn^; the Dilcovcry nqtond 
A ftridl atiGiition to the excellent rcgiHatioiis. efla- 
bliflied by Captain Cook,.with which our readers have 
been made acquainted, and the ufc of that excellent 
medicine, Peruvian bark, may juflly be deemed the 
chief caufes, under the blefliiig of an all-ditcdling 
Providence, of this extraordinary fuccefs. . 
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JOURNAL OF THE ROUTE 


OF THE 


RESOLUTION and DISCOVERY, 

Including the Latitude, Longitude, and the Variation of the Compafs. 


Time Longitude Variat. 

South. EaU. Weft. 


1776. 
D.ec.i ? 
Noon. S 


3 34 32 

436 48 

59 

740 03. 
841 04 
9+2 27 
1043 56 

**+5 37 

12 46 20| 

^ 3+7 15 

1447 4^ 
1548 24I 
1648 42 
1748 28 

I?4* 35-4 
1948 26 
2048 27 
21 48 27 
2248 18 
2348 36 
2448 24 
25(48 41 


22 00 

22 30 

23 00 

23 33 

24 Op 

24 45 

25 00 

26 00 
26 15 


27:44 


From Kerguelen’s Land to Van 
Diemen’s Land. - 


Vrfriat. 

WcR. 


Time. 

Latitude 

South. 

: Longitude 
Eaft. 

i77«. 

0 ' 

0 ' 

Pec. 2c 

148 51 

69 39 

3^ 

>49 8 

70 34 

3^ 

'777- 

49 19 

73 

0 

Jan. I 

+8 37 

77 41 

2 

48 20 

80 50 

^ . 3 

48 17 

84 14 

4 

48 9^ 

88 30 

5 

48 4i 

91 25 


47 59 

95 J9 

7 

+7 43 

95 28 


47 37 

99 

9 

+7 .56 

1.02 36 

10 

|8 20 

io6 14 

II 

f8 i6 

109 6 

12 

4.8 4cy 

no 26 

*• *3 

48 6 

112 3 

*■+ 

+7 19 

II5 28 1 


46 23 

120 7 

16 

45 12 

124 29 

r- 

44 18 

128 12 


44 23 

I3I 28 

^9 

+3 5^ 

»34 39 

20 

+3 33 i 

138 19 

21 

+3 2J 

141 16 

22 

43 31 ^ 

'43 I 

■ 23- 

43 4*f J 

14+ 27 

24- 

43 47 1 

'47 0 

29. 

43 42 

47 24 ^ 

26 4 

43 33f 1 

47 42 


30 24 
30 47 
30 14 


34 


Eaft. 


From Adventure Bay, Van Dia- 

men’s Land, to New Zealand. 


Time, Longitude 


*777- 
Jan. 314 
Feb. 


South. £aft. 


23 *i M 


344 ■ 


543 


841 


7 30 


»tI *74 


From Queen Charlotte’s Sound, 
New Zealand, to the Friendly 


Hies. 


Time. 


Latitude 

South 


Longitude 

Eaft. 




„ 176 49 

2841 i7ii77 17 
178 43 


Variat. 

Eaft. 


12 ,23i 


March 1 42 35 

242 35ii^ 

3 42 24 182' 36 
441 10I185 5 

p9 5o| *87 26 ,3 23 

0 JO 189*21 
7 39 17 *91 13 
839 24 192 52 
9 39 3 Pa 194 10 
1039 26 195 22 10 49 

11 39 50 196 4 

12 38 4id 196 11 

L3 36 59+ 197 30 
1435 28 198 43 
1534 198 57 

1633 40 199 6 

1733 24 199 19 

18 32 4 200 14 

19 30 29 200 54 
2029 4 201 15 

21 27 44 201 30 

22 26 52 201 34 

23 25 59 2or 8 

2425 zzi zoi 3 oi 
25 24 26;^ 201 23 
2623 40 201 23 
2723 17 201 23 
28 22 44 201 12 
2922 13 201 40 
3021 54^201 49 
31 20 26j201 34 

April I ig 51H202 50 

2 20 oi|20I 41 I 8 21 

3 PlyingoflTthciflandjof/i^a/rM, 

and /V<nua-ete. 

4 19 51 201/32^1 

5 19 16^ 2P1 28 ‘ 

6 1*9 16 201 o 

7 h i '99 I 


9-39 
8 37 



Time Longitude Vwiat. 

South. Eaft, Eaft. 


*777' 

Dec. 1411 3 

u 9 59 

16^ 8 J7 
'J 7 38i-2o+ 

'' 0 24 

4 5^ 

3 3* 

2 2i 
034S 
045N 
2 2^- 202 

> 57i*02 34 

From Chrifti^ Ifland to Sani.. 
wich Ifles. 


1 1 Time. 

Latitude 

North. 

Longitude 

Eaft. 

Variat. 

Eaft. 

00 

0 

/ 

0 

> 

«> f 

11 Jan. 2 

2 

27 

202 

36 


II ^ 

3 

22 

202 

35 


4 

4 

8 

202 

45 



4 


203 

0 


II ° 

5 

48 

203 

12 

5 58 

1 7 

6 

43 

203 

54 

II ^ 

7 

45 

205 

0 

6 4^ 

1 9 

8 

12 

205 

12 

6 47 

11 

9 

30 

205 

0 


II ^ ^ 

10 

44 

204 

49 


II 

12 

*7 

204 

14 


II 

^4 

12 

203 

3 


II 

‘5 

58 

202 

8 


II '1 

*7 

40 

201 

29 


II 

^9 

oi 

ZOO 

58 


11 

20 

25 

200 

38 


II 

21 

12+ 

200 

4" 


11 *9 

21 

50I 

200 

39 



From Sandwich Hies to King 
George’s or Nootlca Sound, 
on the Weft Coaft of Ame- 
rica. 

_^ 

Time, latitude Longitude Variat. 
North. Eaft, Eaft. 


2 2J 56^ 

3 23 I 

424 31 

3 z 6 7i 
627 4i|. 
728 j6 
8 30 18 
930 59 


199 30 
199 37 
199 26 

199 44 

200 19 

200 6 

201 3 

202 5 


31 21^203 14 

205 22 

206 19 
206 o 
205 59 
205 24 
205 24 

205 24 
205.59 

206 16 


II 21 


12 10 


^3 59 
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Time. 

Lat. 

North. 

Long. 

Kaft. 

Variat. 

Eaft. 

*778. 

0 

• 

0 » 

Q ! 

Feb.20 

38 

I 4 

207 31 

17 2 

21 

39 

6 

209 4' 

J 7 36 

22 

40 

i8i 

212 14 

18 59 

23 

4 > 


214 59 

24 

4 * 

44 i 

217 JO 


25 

42 

3 »i 

219 21 


26 

43 

*7 

222 16 

20 33 

27 

43 48. 

224 55 

28 

44 

« 7 i 

226 22 


Mar. 1 

44 49 

228 2 

20 17 

2 

44 


228 14 

18 491 

3 

44 

32 i 

229 1 


4 

44 

5 

231 8 


5 

43 45 

232 45 

»7 32-i 

6 

44 

10 

234 20 


7 

44 33I 

235 28 


8 

44 

27 i 

255 

» 7 43 

9 

43 

55 

234 44 


10 

43 

40 

234 47 


11 

43 

44 

^35 


12 

43 

6 

235 9 


>3 

4 » 

47 

^33 ^7 


*4 

43 


233 43 


»5 

42 

46} 

23 * 45 


16 

43 

4 

232 45 


>7 

43 

56 

233 52 


18 

44 

5 oi 

234 8 


*9 

44 

56 

233 58 

17 52 

20 

45 

30! 

234 0 


21 

45 

5» 

234 8 


12 

47 

23 

235 5 

16 4ii 

23 

47 

56 

234 *7 

24 

47 

41 

234 7 


25 

48 

39 

232 41 


2fi 

48 

2H 

^232 28 


27 

28 

47 59 
A c 6 

231 24 

232 12 

r9 27 

29 

49 

29 j 

[233 26-1 


3 C 

49 

36 

233 »8 



Frt>m King George's or Nootka 
Sound to Prince William’s, a- 
long the Weftem coaftof Amc- 



From Prince W^illiam’s Sound to 
Cook's River, along the Wef¬ 
tem Coaft of America, 


Time. 

Lat. 

North. 

Long 

Kail. 

Variat. I 
Kaft. 1 

TttsT 

0 

» 

« 1 

May 18 

60 30 

212 2l| 


. *9 

60 3 

212 12 

23 37 1 

20 

60 0 

211 40 


21 

59 39 i 

210 6 

23 42 1 

22 

58 22 

208 42 


23 

59 9 . 

208 47 


24 

58 *44 

207 59 


25 

58 411 

207 39 


26 

59 9 i 

206 50 


27 

59 *9 

207 20 


28 

59 59^4 

207 24 


29 

60 8 

207 36 


39 

60 37 

208 3 


3J 

61 11 

208 45 


June I 

61 

209 24 



From Cook’s River to Samga- 
noodha Harbour, in the Ifland 
Oonalafhka. 


“"IT I Lat. I Long. 

I North.! Kaft. 


June 


B 


58 5 Z07 

n 54 

957 42 1*07 39 











































































































From the Bay of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, to Macao, in Ohina 


Time. 

Lat. 

North. 

Long. 

Eaft. 

0^,0 

0 

52 38 

0 t 

^58 37 

II 

52 5 

158 50 

12 

51 0 

157 22 

^3 

49 49 

156 47 

14 

4.8 17 

155 30 


46 31 

155 20 

16 

45 27 

*55 23 

17 

45 7 

*53 47 

18 

44 2 8 

152 46 

19 

44 ^5 

HO 36 

20 

43 47 

I JO 24 


Nov. 


42 40 
40 59 
^40 35 
2440 48 
40 25 
40 s 
39 

38 13 
2937 45 
3036 41 
31 35 33 
* 35 n 
235 43 
336 29 

4 35 48I 
|35 '5 

035 * 

733 50 
833 6 

931 46 

:o3Q 42 


Variat. 

Ead, 


149- 20 
148 o 
39 
HS 30 

144 2 

42 25 
H 3 2 
142 6 

HI 50 
142 3 
142 3 

141 29 
141 15: 

144 48 

146 33 

147 i8 

147 28 

148 40 
148 43 
146 15: 

145 20 


5 14 


3 14 

2 581 

3 59 


Long. 
North. Eaft. 


Variat. 

Eaft. 


> 779 ' 

Nov.i 


ofE 


Dec.‘ 

2I22 8 113 43 o 32W 

From Macao, in China, to the 
Cape of Good Hope. 


Eaft® 


18 


1 13 53 
”4 3 

114 5 

13 

112 o 


Variat. 

Weft. 


o 39; 

I 24I 


Time. 

Lat. 

North. 

Long. 

Ea(f. 

1780. 

<? ; 

0 


Feb. 


3 » 


Mar, 


28 
29*5 53 
’ I 16 52 
217 12 

3 »7 59 

418 25 

519 2 

o 19 14 
719 40 
8 20 I 
920 23 
1020 39 


109 43 
106 45 
106 30 
^05 35 

104 45 

104 29 

105 15 
105 15 
105 3 

105 38 

106 12 

106 15 
106 o 
105 45 
105 10 
105 4 

104 48 
104 24 
103 46 
TO3 lo 
lOl 31 
lOO o 
99 20 
97 43 
94 50 
92 II I 

*9 3? 
87 33 

84 24 
83 12 
81 11 
78 49 
76 58 
75 10 
73 20 


Fariat. 

Weft. 


47 




Time. 

Lat. 

South. 

Long. 

. Eaft. 

V arl; 
Weft. 

•1780. 

0 < 

w ' / 

0 

Mar. 11 

20 49 

7 * 47 


12 

112 6 

,69 22 

8 57 . 

*3 

121 28 

67 2 


M 

. 22 2 

6+ 58 


*5 

;22 37 

62 56 


i6 

23 13 

61 28 


. *7 

24 14 

59 53 


18 

25 9 

58 50 

19 c 

*9 

26 7 

56 40 


20 

26 36 

54 4 ^ 


21 


52 35 


22 

28 6 

49 47 


23 

28 26] 

46 30 


24 

29 6 

43 40 


25 

29 3 ? 

41 0 

21 27 

26 

30 26 

33 47 


27 

3 * 3 

37 20 


28 

3 * 42 

35 *9 


29 

3* 24 

34 20 


30 

31 6 

33 30 



31 20 

lo 

26 3; 

.Apr. I 

32 II 

30 37 


2 

33 24 

57 


3 

34 24 

26 12 


4 

35 23 

24 4 


5 

36 *3 

2:2 17 


6 

35 49 

21 41 


7 

35 *4 

20 37 


8^4 57 

20 21 


935 7 

19 JO 


roi_ 

34 3 ' 

18 40 


11 ; 

54 36 

18 20 



A correct TABLE, {hewing the Variations of the Compafs, as obferved in Captain Cook’s Third Vovaee 
during his Paffage from England to the Cape of Good Hope. ^ ° ' 


1776. 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Variation. 

Time. 11 



v> 

/ 

V 

11 

0 

14 

50 8 N. 

4 40 w. 

20 iSfW, 

Evening I I 

21 

18 

48 44 

5 20 

23 0^ 

Ditto 11 

D 

22 

48 35 

5 36 

25 4 

Morning I I 



44 *7 

8 18 

22 42 

Ditto 1 1 


23 

43 H 

8 28 

22 26 

Evening | I 

?? 

24 

43 46 

8 33 

23 

Ditto 1 1 

2; 

25 

42 58 

9 34 

*3 ' 4 f 

Ditto 1 1 

? 

26 

40 38 

10 7 

22 j6 

Ditto 11 

D 

29 

33 5 * 

14 32 

i8 31 

Morning | I 

d' 

30 

33 4 

*4 53 

*9 3 i 

Evem'ng 11 



32 4 

*5 4 

18 24 

Morning 11 


31 

31 10 

15 27 

18 i8f 

Evening 11 

At anchor in. the Road of St. Cruz inTenerifte 

• *4 4 *t 

11 

^ A uguft 7 

23 54 

18 36 


Ditto 11 

$ 

9 

20 29 

19 56 

1+ io| 

Ditto 11 



*9 4 * 

20 29 

13 *37 

Morning 11 


12 

*5 34 

23 10 

9 467 

Ditto 11 


14 

*3 49 

23 23 

9 28 

Ditto 11 

U 

15 

12 21 

23 34 

9 48, 

Ditto 11 


16 

II ji 

24 2 

8 9 f 

Ditto 11 

> 

*9 

9 47 

22 J 2 

9 *1 

Evening 11 



8 55 

22 39 

9 * 5 f 

Morning 11 


22 

6 33 

20 JI 

10 I6I 

Ditto 11 

? 

23 

6 29 

21 2 

II 13 

Evening 11 



6 9 

20 J9 

10 19 

Morning 11 

> 

26 

4 23 

21 £2 

9 

Ditto 11 

d* 

27 

3 59 N. 

21 40W. 

8 35 W. 

Evening 11 



3 45 

22 10 

8 37 , 

Morning 1 1 

$ 

28 

3 37 

22 23 

8 36^ 

Evening 11 



By an amplitude. 

7 58I 

Ditto 11 

? 

30 

2 40 

23 27 

7 49 

Ditto 11 



2 20 

24 35 

6 49 

Morning 11 


3 * 

2 5 

2 J 12 

6 33 -| 

Evening 11 



I 14 

26 12 

5 34 f 

Morning 11 

G September i 

0 5 * 

27 J 2 

5 * 5 | 

Evening 11 



0 7 N. 

27 23 

4 42 t 

Morning 11 

D 

2 

I 13 S. 

28 30 

5 261^ 

Ditto 11 


3 

I JO 

28 49 

3 3 *t 

Evening 11 



2 48 

29 18 

3 20, 

Morning 11 


4 

3 37 

29 24 

2 55^ 

Evening 11 



4 20 

30 12 

2 37 , 

Morning 11 


5 

5 0 

5 34 

30 5 * 

3 * 49 

2 2| 

I 2 lt 

Evdnihg 11 

Morning 11 


6 

6 0 

32 rj 

0 21 fW. 
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Capt. C O O K *s 


VOYAGES COMPLETE. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS by the Editor. 


T N order to convince our fubferibers and the public 
of the juft preference due to this new and complete 
CoUeaion of Captain Cook’s Voyages, &c. round the 
World, and how unrefcrvcdly they may depend on the 
punctual execution of the Publiflter’s other periodical 
publications, on various ufeful and interefting fubjci^s, 
it will be neceflary to make a few remarks on the im-^ 
perfe<ftions mofl: glaringly confpicuous in molt works ot 
the kind; and alfo to point out the peculiar ufeful in¬ 
formation, and important improvements, with which 
this genuine Edition of Cook’s celebrated voyages 
abound; w'hereby vve Hatter ourfelves, the unpreju¬ 
diced, and dirmterefled. whofe delight may be to em¬ 
ploy their hours of leifurc in the attainment ot fub- 
Itantial knowledge, will not withhold from our feveral 
uhdertakings, and laborious endeavours to pleafe, that 
encouragement they may be thought juflly to deferve. 

It has been too common a pradfice of late, to ufher 
periodical publications into the world with a good ap¬ 
pearance at firft, and, in the courfc of their execution, 
to fall off from their original perfedlion; fo that when 
concluded, they cannot, properly fpcaking, for want of 
uniformity, and due order, be deemed complete and 
perfedl. We think, upon the whole, not one of our 
readers can, with juftice, clurge us with fuch defeds, 
and unfair artifices. The latter numbers of our weekly 
publications, are. in general, equalin goodnefs to the 
former; and the whole are finifhed in fo regular, uniform, 
and complete a manner, as, of which we have been re¬ 
peatedly affured, anfwer the willies both of the pub- 
fifher and readers, by doing credit to the one, and giv¬ 
ing full and plcafing fatisfadlion to the other. Let any 
impartial examiner compare the concluding numbers 
of Millar’s Univerfal Syftem of Geography, Barnard’s 
New Hirtory of England, and this Complete Colledion 
of Voyages Round the World, with any other works of 
the like kind, and, wc are perfuaded, they \vill diftin- 
guifli on 'which fide fuperior excellence lies; fuch a 
comparative view we earnefily lequefi:; not doubting, 
but that, agreeable to their ufual candour, the Pimlic 
will readily give merit the preference. Indeed, the juft 
preference which is now generally given by the public 
to our various periodical publications, is a very natter¬ 
ing teftimony in their favour. \\c have gone out m 
the common beaten track, and carried on bulmefs with 
a degree of credit and reputation, hitherto unattempted 
by our prcdeceflbrs, and prefent competitors in the 
' fame line, which has elfeaually eftablifiied a reputation 
with the public at large, who can depend fafely upon 
the honourable and puniftual execution of any w’ork, 
which we announce for publication. 

Our friends, and readers, will alfo pleafe to obferve, 
that moft of the publications of our competitors, are 
fpun out to an unreafonable length, by loofe printing, 
or fmall pages, merely to anfwer pecuniary purpoles; 
or on the other hand, they have been mere abridg¬ 
ments, being contrac1;ed in too confined a compls, 
and fo mutilated, and frivolous, as fcarcely to deferve 
notice. Now it has been our invariable aim, to ren¬ 
der every work that has been the objedl of our ftudy, 
the very beft, and moft pcrfeift ot the kind. We dare 
not affront a difeerning and generous public in a tingle 
inftance, whereby they may have reafon to fay, our pro- 
mifes have not been honourably performed. Wc have 
always given full fcopc to the ncccffary copioiifncfs and 
importance of the fubjedi while, at the fame time, it 
has been our conftant endeavour to preferve a happy 
medium between the two extremes, by not extending 
our performances further than abfolute ncccmty may 
require: thus difdaining to renounce our refpedl: for 
the Dublic, by promoting, unnecetlarily, the private in- 
tereft of any of the artifts concerned m their.external 

*^^One would think itmuft be obvious to the moft cur- 
forv reader, how artfully many recent publications have 
been puffed off in a very pompous manner by certain 
adventurers, in order to take the advantage of credulity j 


notwichftanding they are too contemptible to come 
under the eye of criticifin, being void of excellencies 
and replete wdth errors, though offered to the public on 
very extravagant terms. With refpctft to thefe parti¬ 
culars, we apprehend the advantages over all fimilac 
publications are much in our favour. Our plans we 
have always endeavoured to render improved and ex- 
tenfive. Our materials have not been an indigefted 
heap, put together without judgment; not a jumble of 
plagiarifms and piracies, of vain conjeclurcs, paltry 
interpolations, ridiculous fuppofitions, and palpable 
falfitics; but they area fele<ft, judicious collection, ex- 
traded from the moft approved authors, founded on 
the moft refpcdable authorities, and arranged with the 
greateft accuracy and care. This authentic, and complete 
Collection of Cook's Voyages, &c. Round the World, 
is a real new undertaking, the refult of the moft labo¬ 
rious affiduity; and containing all the new improve¬ 
ments, and all the late difeoveries, made in eveiy part 
of the globe; for, which wc requeft our friends and 
readers particularly to notice, wc have not only cor- 
reded the journals put into our hands, by genuine re¬ 
cords, but, with a view of rendering this work the beft 
and moft complete of the kind, wc have enriched it 
by intcrw'eaving therein the fubftance of all the moft 
remarkable and important Voyages and Travels, which 
have been undertaken, at various times, to the different 
quarters of the world; particularly thofe of Cavendilh, 
Vafqiiez de Gama, Dampicr, Raleigh, Columbus, Ma¬ 
gellan, Hanway, Hamilton, Herbert, Drummond, Po- 
cock, Shaw, Stuart, Kalm, Carver, Dalrymple, &c. &c. 

In all the performances of thofe compilers that have 
hitherto come under our obfervation, and we have exa¬ 
mined carefully not a few of them, it has greatly fur- 
prized us, when we found they fiavifldy followed each 
other, not having correded even the moft palpable er¬ 
rors. And, in order to give their imperfedt and incor- 
red works a temporary credit, the moft mean and pal¬ 
try artifices have been employed by certain perfons, to 
miflead the unwary; which' perfons have ignorantly 
and piratically copied our propofals and advertife- 
ments, and applied them to old and imperfed publi¬ 
cations, in order to give them a new appearance. 

It has alfo happened frequently, that, either from 
want of genius, or in order to conceal a fervile imita¬ 
tion, they have enlarged on the leaft intcrefiing parts 
of their fubjed, and have paffed over flightly others, to 
elucidate or decorate which required a particular at¬ 
tention. Here, with a degree of fclf-fatisfadion, we 
can appeal to the decifion of public judgment, and 
leave the queftion to be determined by the unpreju¬ 
diced peers, whether, in any of our works offered to 
their confideration, and calculated for general ufe, we 
have cut them Ibort, or mangled them by the pen of 
ignorance, or fpun them out with a tedious prolixity, 
to anfwer private purpofes. In this work, every par¬ 
ticular circumftance worthy of notice has been inclu¬ 
ded ; yet, though the narratives are circumftantial, it 
has been our ftudy to render them entertaining, com- 
prehenfive, and interefting. This work contains the 
whole of Captain Cook’s Voyages complete, with all 
the fplendid folio copper-plates: fo that our readers 
have not been impofed upon by being prefenced with 
a mutilated, imperfedt, fpurious edition, a trifling 
abridgment, or a mere compendium. Wc arc now 
naturally led to point out the important improvements, 
with which this edition of thefe celebrated voyages 
abounds, whereby its fuperiority over all other works of 
the like kind will evidently appear. 

Captain Cook’s firft, fecond and third voyages, were 
undertaken by order of his prefent Majcfty, for mak¬ 
ing difeoveries in the northern and louthcrn hcmi- 
fpheres, and w'cre focceflively performed in a period, 
from the year 1768, to 1780, inclufive. The firft voy¬ 
age was undertaken in His Majcfty's fliip the Endea¬ 
vour, for making difeoveries in the fouthern hemi- 
fpherc, and round the world. The fccond in the Kor 
^ iblutJon. 






















COOK’S THIRD and LAST VOYAGE-To the PACIFIC OCEAN, &c. 


folution and Adventure, for making difcoverics to¬ 

wards the South Pole, and round the world The 
third and laft, in the Refolution and Difeovery to the 
Pacific Ocean, but, principally, to determine t^ pofi. 
non and extent of the weft fide of North America, its 
diftance from Afia; and the pradicability of a north- 
weft paflage into the Atlantic, and to Europe. To 
follow the exaift refcarches of this eminent navigator, 
\<1iofe difeoveries have far exceeded thofe of all his pre- 
deccflbrs, has been our arduous talk., It is unneccflary 
to point out the obvious imperfeaions of all publica¬ 
tions which include only a fingle voyage;of this cele¬ 
brated Commander; his three different voyages are fb 
immediately connedted together, that owing to frequent 
references from one to another, no perfbn can form a 
fatisfadlory idea of his valuable difeoveries, who does 
not read his firft, fecond, and third voyages, in the 
order in which they were performed and written. For 
thefe reafons we thought it our indifpenfable duty to 
give an accurate relation, and to record an authentic 
hiftory of the whole of Captain Cook’s voyages; to 
which we have added genuine and complete narratives 
of other remarkable voyages round the world, under¬ 
taken and performed by Englifh circumnavigators, 
under the fanCftion of government. And with a view 
of rendering this work in every refpedi: conformable to 
our propofals, we have incorporated a faithful relation 
of the fubftance of all the moft remarkable and impor¬ 
tant Travels and Journeys, which have been undertaken, 
at different times, to the four quarters of the world,’ 
particularly, befides what we have already mentioned, 
thofe of Burnet, Addifon, Barretti, Keyfler, Thicknefs, 
Twifs, Bridone, Chandler, Johnfon, Smollet, Moore 
Wraxall,&c. 

Inthegeographicalpartof Captain Cook’s voyages, we 
have availed ourfelves of the labours, and made a freeufe 
of the difeoveries of thofeeminent writers, as may plainly 
be feen in our deferiptions of the feveral iilands in the 
Atlantic,^ Southern, Pacific, and Indian feas; contain¬ 
ing an hiftorical relation, not to be found in any pub¬ 
lication of the like kind. A thorough knowledge of 
the iilands and harbours, where fliips may fkfely repair 
for refrelhments, and other purpofes, is of the utmoft 
confequenfce to navigators in their purfuit of difcove- 
ries; and geography has a peculiar claim to the atten¬ 
tion of mankind in general, feeing this ufcful fcicnce 
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difplays to our view, in the moft entertaining manner! 
a general knowledge of the world. To promote which, 
to the obferyations of former travellers, noticed above, 
we have added very recent difeoveries made by thofe 
celebrated circumnavigators, whofe entertaining and 
Refill voyages employ part of this work, viz. Byron, 
Walhs, Carteret, Mulgrave, Anfon,&c. 

In the aftronomical and nautical parts of this work 
we have not tired the patience of our readers, w-ith 

of '“PPofitions, and dry fets 

ot tolar and lunar obfervation; yet we have not failed. 

inftance, to give the refult of thefe; and w6 
have hkewile accurately marked latitude, longitude, 
d, tes, time, tides, fituation, diftance, and bearings, both 
places and of the fhips. This work may be confi- 
ft ^ univerfal hiftory; but with refpedi 

to the ftyle we have preferved that of our journals, as 
wirh flT”” ^ naturally do. who are not unacquainted 
with the principles of navigation, and maritime affairs, 
t m h'ftorical and defcriptive parts of this 

work of labour, they comprehend a particular full ac¬ 
curate, circumftantial, and entertaining account of 
continents, iflands, feas, oceans, ftraits, rivers, harbours 
promontories, bays.&c. &c. together with a ufeful and’ 
diverting defcriptive relation of the natives, or inhabi¬ 
tants, their fituation, extent, boundaries, limits, foil 
natural and artificial curiofities, and produdlions: 
their laws, religion, cuftoms, manners, genius, arts, 
tempers, difpofitions, amufements, language, fiiape’ 
(tature, drefs, virtues, and vices; their goverments 
principalities, titles of diftindion, and Angular cere¬ 
monies at births, marriages, and funerals, See. &c. in¬ 
cluding alfo the natural hiftory of birds, beafts, fifties 
reptiles, infects, and vegetable produdlions, found in 
the hitherto unexplored regions of the world. And 
among the greateft variety of the moft interefting 
tranfadlions, we have given a faithful narrative of the 
extraordinary life and unfortunate death of that brave 
Commander, Captain Cook; in which, as alfo in our 
account of Captain Clerke’s death, our readers will 
find feveral particulars never before made known to 
the public. Of that public, and our friendly fubferi- 
bers, vyc now take leave, with the pleafing hopes, that 
they will maturely confider the above remarks, bring 
them to the tell of truth, and give merit the preference 
upon every occafion. 
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— .Neville, Newark 

— Nafbea 

—- Nevin, Queen*£-P.ow, IHington 
Lieut. Col. Nafli, Berkley-fquarc 
Mr. Nelfon, Webfter-ftreet 

— North, Symond’s-Inn 

— Nocus, Green-ftreet 

— Norman, PoppinVCourt 

— William NicoII, Mounc-llreCt 

— Alexander Ncfbitt 

— Nafli, Southwark 

— Nafbia, Mordington 

— William Neate, Hampflead 
G. Nofs, Leadenhall-markot 

— Nelfon 

Rev. William Newborough, Fellow of Pem¬ 
broke College, Oxford 
Mr. Newhoufe, Leeds 

— Negus, Chatten’s 

— Jofeph Neves, Poole 

— John Henry Norman 

— Nicholfon, Mary-le-bonc-llreet 


O. 

Mr. Michael Ogden, Monmouth-llreet 

— John Omer, Butt-lane, Deptford 
Captain Ogilvie, Fenchurch-buildings 
Mr. Dc L. Ooze, Flect-ftreet 

— John Oxley, Rotherhith 

— 01 lever 
Efq. Ottley 

Mrs. Mary Oliver, Curaberland-court 


P. 

Mr. Robert Paul, Purfer 

— Panchaud, Oxford-llreet 
—* Price, Royal Navy 

Dr. Parfley, Norwich 
Mr. Charles Parogle, Whitechapel 
Thomas Paul, Efq. Penzance 
Mr. William Prellon, Richbell-court 

— Peacock, Hampflead 

— Pickard, Watling-flreet 

—• Jofeph Player, I&undfditch 
•— Matthew Powell, Elder-ftreet 

— Pack, Back-lane 

— Parry, Coleman-ftreet 

— Page, Lower Thames-ftreet 

— Peter Potter, Newgate-ftreet 

— Patterfon, King’s-Arms-yard 

— Payter, Hyde-ftreet 

— Ponter, Newington Butts 

— Price, Dog and Bear-yard 

— Pitcheits, Cheapfide 

G. Portmun, Lime-ftrcet 

— Pearfon, Bifliopfgate-ftreet 

— Thomas Pecholier, Idol-lane 

— George Price, Love-lane 

— Gabriel Pearce, A6lon 

— William Price, Weft-Smiihfield 

— H. Pelham, Snow-hill 

— John Page, Horfley-down 

— Robert Pierce, Bromptoa 

— Pearfon, Mare-ftrect, Hackney 

— James Phillips 

— Pain, Paternofter-row 

— Pearce, Southwark 

— William Privett, Southwark 

— Pulsford, James-ftrect 

— D. Pappril, Orange-ftreet 
_ Pamphilon, Ware 

— Samuel Phibbs, London Difpenfary 
—. William Price, Beauchamp-ftrect 

— Pether, Frith-ftreet, Soho 

— William fVtty, Minories 

—. William Patrys, Haydgn fquarc 
—. Potter 


Mr. Thomas Price, Friday-flreei 
—. Thomas Poole, St. Margarei’s-hill 

— Solomon Prieft, Briftol 

— John Prickett, Highgate 

— Thomas Payne, Chattens 

— Henry Pentire, Chrift-church 

— John Pattinfon, Gravefend 

— John Phillips, Borough 

— Provis, Ryder-ftreet 

— Thomas Penrice, Harlefton 

— W. Pigram, Ayleflbury 
Mrs. Paflmore, James-ftreet 
Mr. John Peers, Jun. Ickleford 

— Thomas Potbery, Cow-lane 

— John Parker, Harrow-on-hill 

— Parrett, Maidftone 

— Parris, ditto 

— Porter^ Great Marlborough-ftreet 


R; 

Mr. John Riley, Halifax 
—- Richard Roufe, Brompton 

— Rufh 

Abraham Roberts, Efq. New Lynn 

— John Rout, Deptford 

— Robert Reid, Baker, Aldgate 

— Phillip Robinfon, Worlhip-ftreet 
MefT. Round and Field, Greenwich 
Mr. Roberts, Ruflell-ftreet 

— Rennoldibn, Drury-lanc 
Rev. Dr. Reefe, Hoxton 
Mr. Ribright, Poultry 

— Rivier, Scotch-pard, Bufti-Iane 

— Raicliffe, Poplar 

— Samuel Richardfon, ChilTel-ftreet 

— Raffin, Charles-ftreet 

Thomas Roundtree, Efq. Inner Temple 
Mr. J. Radford, St. James's-ftrect 

— T. Ralf, Lilbon 

— Richards 

— Edward Rogers, Aldgate High-ftreet 

— Ru/Tel, Whitechapel 

— Jofeph Richardfon, Great Pultney-ftrcet 

— John Ruflell, Green-bank 

— Ram fey 

— RufTway, Canterbury 
Rev. Mr. Rivett, Cobham 
Mr. Thomas Rench, Old-ftrcet 

— Rafes 

— John Ramfay, Wapping 

— Reid, Twickenham 

— William Riley, Riding-houfe-lane 

— Rice, Hampftead 

— George Reeves, Borough 
•— Reeves, Holborn-bridgc 

— Randal, Poplar 

— John Roberts, Walton 

— Deacon Raynham, Eflex 
*— Daniel Ritfon, Greenwich 

— Roberts, Warwick-ftreet 

— Reeves, Queen-ftreet 

— Rawlinfon, Red-Lyon-ftreet 

— John Riley, Halifax 

— John Ruflell, Efq. 

•— Richardfon, Woolwich 

— Jofeph Reed, ditto 

— James Rodwell, ditto 

— Richards, of Covent-garden Theatre 


S. 

Rev. Mr. Stanhope, Queen-fquare, Great 
Ormond-ftreet, Editor of the New 
Lady s Magazine 

Mr. Richard Robert Sanders, Bromley 
Mrs. Ann Sanders, Bromley 
Colonel Sthelin, Royal Artillery 
Mr. B. Scholey 

— R. Snell 

— John Skelhorn, Brewer-ftreet 
T. Shapter, Exeter 

— Smith, Bloomlbury-fquarc 

— John Smith, Greenwich 

— John Shallis, Clerkenweil 

— Somes, Hackney 

— Skey, Tower-hill 

— Sells, Billing 

— John Seymour, Southwark 

— SafFcry 

— Jonathan Smith, Little Leek 

— Sanders, Goodman’s-yard 

— Edward Selbey, Whitccrofs-ftrcet 

— William Stubbs, Billiter-fquare 

— John Seward, Oxford-ftreet 

— Scheniblc, Rochefter 

— John Streaicr, Cha^tham 

Mr 
















LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 


■•'fi 


Mr. Stacey, Royal Navy 

— John Shepard, ChclYca 

— Southey, Duke’s Court, Bow-ftrcct 

— Smyth, Ditto 

— Stephens, Plymouth 

Mifs Mary Smith, Wardour-ftreet 
Captain John Smith, Dartmouth 
Mr, William Smee, Coggelhall, Eflex 

— John Stokes, Primrofe-ftreet 

— Thomas Sheldon, Rcd-Lyon-ftrcct 

— Stewart, Catherinc-ftrect 

— Smith, Dukc’s-court 

— Slater, Redcrofa-ftreet 

— Sadler, BcU’s-buildings 

— Slade, Aldcrrgate-llrcet 

— Sealy, Earl-ftrecc 

— John Smallpicce, Eaftcheap 

— Benjamin Smith, Leiccftcr-ftreet 

— Smith, Wellminftcr-bridgc 

— Scamblers, Bifhopfgatc-Areet 

— Seager, Blackman-ftreet 

— Scott, Friday-ftreec 

— Sadler, Gracechurch-ftrcet 

— William Southey, DukeVcoort 

— Smitherwick 

— Francis Carter Searancke, Efq. Hatfield 

— William Umfrcville Smith, Poplar 

— James Stuart, Rotherhithe 

— T. Stanger, Arlingion-ftrcct 

— John Shadlis, Cold-bath-ficlds 

— Peregrine Sims, Cuftom-houfe 

— Owen Sullivan, Brompton 
» Stone, ditto 

— Robert Sylvefter, Bell-alley 
Richard Smith, Royal Navy 

— William Slifield, Cobham 

— John Stoddard, Margarct-ftreet 
—- Sutherland, Sr. James’s-ftreet 

— Peregrine Sims, Efq. Cuftom-houfe 

— John Strange, Bifhopfgate 

— William Slade, St. john’s-ftreet 

— William Sharp, Half-Nicoll-ftreet 

— Captain Samuel Stranlham, Gillingham 
Mrs. Shea, Sloane-fquare 

Mr. Cbriftopher Scott, Gent. Hammcr- 
fmith 
Sympfon 

•— Smith, Bloomftjury-fquarc 
Solomonus, London 

— Thomas StifF, Shoreditch 

— William Scriven 
•— Storeck, John-ftreet 

— John James Sullivan, Spital-fields 
Nicholas Salterelli, Pultney-ftreet 
Slater, Upper Thames-ftreet 
Stokes, Efq. Hampllead 

— William Simplon, ditto 

_ William Shelton, ditto 

_ Robert Smart, Caftle-ftrcct 

_ Charles Smith, Flect-ftrcet 
_ William Seager, Deptford 

John Strech, Shoreditch 
__ William Umfreville Smith, Hlackwall 

— Remard Smith, St. Margaret’s-liill 

— Miles Stringer, Efq, Pelham 
Slopcr, of Covent-garden Theatre 

Mafter Stracey 


T. 

Mr. John Turner, Charlcs-ftreet 
Henry Tuckfield, Efq. Harlcy-llrcet 
Mr. William Trotter, Queen-ftreel 

— Charles Tyer, Little Britain 

— Thomas Tpoley, Cheapfide 

— Toping, Bafingh.ill-ftreet 
—- Thomas, High Hoiborn 

— Tatliam, Brid«s-ftrect 

— Tillbury, Bartnolomew-clolc 

— Thomas, Horfdy-Dowa 


Mr. Thompfon, City-Road 

— Taylor, Fox and Knot-court 

— John Tarret, Albemarle-ftrect 

—- Samnel Tanfley, Jun. Milo-End-grepn 

— Samuel Thomas, Highgate 

— Tyler, Aldgate 

— Joleph Tuiing, Church-llreet 

— Edward Trigg, Cobham 

— James Turpie, Ncw-Strcei 

— William Tuttell, CalUe-ftroet 

— George AnfonThomfon, Merchant 

— Robert Taylor 

— Thompfon 

—- James Taylor, George’s-Row 

— lliompfon, Liquorpond-ftrect 

— John Tunbridge, Shoreditch 

— Tutton, Chellea 

— Taylor, Pimlico 

— Thomas Thompfon 

— Thompfon, St. Margaret’s-ftreet 

— John Taylor 

— Walter Taylor, Southampton 

— Samuel Taylor, ditto 

— Thin, Skinner-ftrect 

— Tooth, Monkwell-ftrect 
Thompfon, Sermon-lane 

— Abraham Taylor, Cannon-firecc 

— Henry Tucker, Garden-court 
—- William Trappitt, Shadwell 
Mrs. Sarah Thomas, Woolwich 

William Thornton, Efq. Juthw of tht'Nmu 
of London and \^c. 

Mr. Towle, that dijhnguijhtd Ptrfecutor of the 
New Spiritual Magazine, 


U. 

Mr. James Upton, Cheapfide • 

— Umfxcville 

— James Urquhart, Long Acre 

— Upton, Chiflel-flreet 

— Underhill, Adam and Eve-conrt 


V. 

Mr. James Vining, Long-lane 

— Jofeph Vids, Cold-Bath fields 

— jofeph Vowcll, Caftlc-ftreet 

— Vallance, Cheapfide 

— Valentine, Denmark-ftrect 

— Ifaac John Vautier, Flect-ftreet 

— Vinner, Walton 

— John Veare, Role-ftreet 

— Thomas Virgo, Epfom 


W. 

# 

Mr. Richard Walker, Queen-ftrect 
— Webfter, Royal Navy 
— Watkin, Belton-ftreet. Long-Acre 
— James Waylet, Star-alley 
— James Ward, A. B. Quecn’s-Col. Cambr. 
— John Wills, Plymouth 
— Thomas Woods, Kenfington 
— E. Wyatt, Eaton 
. — Womack, Wardour-ftreet, Soho 
— John Wood, Norland 
— John Waraker, Ludgate-hill 
— Thomas Wild, Artillery-llreet 
. — W. Wills, Excifc-Office 
— Wiifon, Chiffel-ftreet 
— Weft, Bucklcrfbury 
I — Waterman, Gracechurch-llrect 


Mr. Wadham, King-ftreet 

— Warraker, Ludgate-hill 

•— T. Wheeler, ReJ-Lion-llreet 

— P. Walton, Chatham-placc 

— Wifeman,Ncwgate-Ilrect 

— J. Winnock, Pickering’s-place 

— James Wright, Highgate 

— Wilfoii, Cranbourn-alley 

— Williams 

— Whigtead 

— Wood, Mile-end 

— Waifon, Cuftom Houfe 

— Thomas Woods, Brompton 

— Val Watts. Brompton 

— W’illiam Weeks, Chatham 

— John Wright, Hackney-road „ , 

Rev. Thomas Wharton, North Chariton 
Mr. T. Wood, Leadcnhali / 

— Wooding, Rofamond’s-row 

— Walter, Black Fryers 

— Cbriftopher Wright, Alderfgate-ftreet 
Wigg, Half-Moon-ftreet 

— Joleph Williams, Mile-end 

— Jofeph Wateilow Flower, Dean-ftrcet 

— Richard Wood, Greenland-dock 

— Samuel Wiifon, W^althamftow 

— Webb 

— Wedge 

— William Williamfoa 

— Richard Wartnight, Worcefler 

— William Williams, dittp 

— Winbury, ditto 

— Thomas Watts, Hampton 
Wiifon, Caftle-ftrect 

Thomas Walker, Poultney-ftreet 
Thomas Watkins, Mile-lane 
Thomas Wightman, Cock-lane 
“* Allen Wall, Long Acre 

— Walmfley, Efq. Hampftead 

— William Weftbrook, Tooley-ftrcct 

— Andrew Waredraper, Hackney 
Capt. Waterhoufe, Twickenham 
Edward Webfter, Efq. Liftfon-grove ^ 
Mr. P. Walton, Minories 

Mafter Wilder, Reading School 

Mrs. Webb, Binfield, Berks 

Mr. Thomas White, Chifwick 

Capt. John Waterhoufe, Twickenham 

Mr. Walker, Chaitcns 

MelT.Thomas&Samuel Woodhoufe,Kingfton 

Mr. Wifleers, Tower-hill 

— Benjamin Williamsi Walbrook 

— George Watlington, Old-Broad-ftreet 
Mifs Webb, Brecon 

Mr. Williams, Webb’s-lquare 

— Luke Winkley, Harrow on the liiU 

— Charles Warren 

— Thomas Wiifon, Chick-lane 

— T. Walker, Jun. Hampton-wick 

— Michael Wood, Epfom 
—- Wimble, Maidftonc 

— W, Walker, ditto 
Rev. Mr. Ward, Yadling 

— Wilkinfon, Woolwich 

— Waterman, ditto 

— Walker, ditto 

— Robert Wiifon, Little Britain 

— Wilmott, Cheapfide 

J, Waight, Apothecary, Newgate-flrect 
Rev. Dr. Wright, F. S. k. Author of the Cen^ 
plete Britijh Family Bible; the Nemo and Com¬ 
plete Life of Chrijl ; the Nenv and Complete 
Book of Martyrs \ and the Book of Ctmmcn- 
Prayert loith Natesy lAc. 


V. 

Mr. Ycates, Snow-hill 
—- Yates, Southwark 
— David Young, Royal Artillery 



l\\t PMJher of this Work returns his mofl: refpedful Acknowledgments to the very numerous Suhfcrihm 
for their freat EncoumgemetUy and humbly folicits a Continuance of their Favours with Rcfpedl to feme of his olher 
Puhlicaims^k Lift of which may be feen in his Catalogney or on fome of the Wrappers of this Publication, &c.) 
alfaring them, that nothing ftiall be wanting to render all the Periodial Works in which he lhall be engaged, de- 
ferving the Public Patronage. Notwithftanding printed Notices given for the Purpolfe, fbveral Weeks ago, and 
other nccel%7' Steps taken for colletflang the Whole, we have not been able to procure the Names of a tenth Part 
of our obliging .Subferibers. Thofe whofe Names are not in the Lift, will therefore, of courfe, excufc the Omif- 
fioM: and foch as find any Error in Spelling, will pleafe to obferve, that the Fault is not chargeable on the Pub- 
hther,. as he has ordered the Names, Places of Abode, See. to be literally tranferibed from the Notes, as delivered 
in by Ihc various Bookfcllcrs, Stationers, Newfmen, &c. 
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